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The 

Bishop’s 


Corner 


Billye  and  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood  are  shown  enjoying  the 
festivities  at  the  headquarters 
Christmas  office  party. 


‘One  and  the  Other’ 


One  complained  and  the  other 
complimented.  It  was  instructive  for 
me  and  reminded  me  of  a  forgotten 
truism. 

The  first  minister  complained  about 
the  parsonage.  He  was  critical  of  his 
predecessor.  He  was  unhappy  with 
some  of  his  laity. 

The  second  minister  and  his  wife 
complimented  the  parsonage. 
Although,  I  happened  to  know  that 
their  previous  parsonage  was  nicer 
than  their  present  one,  they  bragged 
profusely  about  the  house.  Their 
predecessor  was  wonderful  and  their 
laity,  the  finest  they  had  ever  known. 

What  shall  we  call  it?  Commit¬ 
ment?  Attitude?  Graciousness?  Sensi¬ 
tivity?  Gratitude?  Caring?  Concern? 
The  Essence  of  Love?  Good  Public 
Relations? 


I  do  not  really  know.  Maybe  it  is  the 
sum  of  all  these  answers;  however,  I 
do  know  that  such  an  attitude  is  often 
the  difference  between  success  and 
failure,  between  self-fulfillment  and 
self-destruction. 

There  is  a  lesson  here  for  the  laity, 
also.  Preachers  don’t  make  great 
churches.  Churches  make  great 
preachers.  Laity  who  compliment  and 
support  and  truly  care  about  their 
clergy  family  seem  always  to  be  a 
successful  and  happy  congregation. 

It  is  a  lesson  all  of  us  need  to 
remember. 

P.S.  My  personal  thanks  for  your 
generous  response  to  the  Hunger 
Offering.  The  situation  is  desperate 
and  our  gifts  can  make  a  difference. 


Centenary  Participating  In 
Bicentennial  Scholars  Program 


Asbury  (N.O.)  Addition  Consecrated 


Shreveport,  La.  —  Centenary  College 
of  Louisiana  will  be  one  of  many  United 
Methodist  institutions  participating  in 
the  Bicentennial  Scholars  Program. 

Sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and  by 
the  National  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  program  is  designated  for  the  1985-88 
quadrennium. 

What  is  the  purpose  of  the  program? 
First  and  foremost,  it  is  to  continue  the 
church’s  historic  mission  to  provide  open 
access  to  colleges  and  universities  and  to 
unite  local  churches  in  an  effort  to 
recruit  United  Methodist  students  for 
United  Methodist  institutions. 

The  program  will  achieve  this  by 
providing  up  to  $3,000  per  scholar  during 
his  or  her  first  year  in  college.  Some  1,000 
seniors  graduating  in  1985  will  be 
selected  for  the  program  and  another 
1,000  in  1986. 

Eligible  students  include  any  high 
school  student  graduating  in  1985  or  1986 
who  is  a  United  States  citizen  and  an 
active  member  of  a  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  students  must: 

—  intend  to  pursue  a  baccalaureate 
degree  at  a  United  Methodist  two-year  or 
senior  institution 

—  meet  admission  requirements 

—  have  financial  need 

—  demonstrate  academic  promise 

—  be  committed  to  leadership  in  the 
church  and  community. 

A  student  is  nominated  by  his  or  her 
local  church  pastor.  A  brochure  will  be 
sent  this  month  from  Centenary  College 
to  all  United  Methodist  ministers 
containing  nomination  forms;  be  sure  to 
look  for  this  important  mailing. 

The  student  then  applies  to  the  college, 
which  processes  the  application  and 
financial  aid  form  and  recommends  the 
national  selection 

selections  and  notifies  the  student  and 
the  institution. 


There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of 
students  nominated  by  a  local  church; 
the  college  may  not  select  more  than  20 
students. 

The  $3,000  scholarship  comes  from 
three  sources:  the  local  church,  which  is 
responsible  for  a  grant  of  up  to  $1,000  to 
assist  the  student  in  the  first  year;  the 
college,  which  is  responsible  for  the 
same,  and  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  which  is 
likewise  responsible  for  a  grant  of  up  to 
$1,000  to  assist  the  student  in  his  first 
year. 

In  the  second  year,  the  college  is 
responsible  for  providing  a  full  financial 
aid  package  based  on  need.  In  the  third 
year,  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  provides  a 
second  grant  of  up  to  $1,000,  and  in  the 
fourth  year,  the  college  again  provides  a 
full  financial  aid  package  based  on  need. 

The  timetable  for  the  program  is  as 
follows: 

—  By  February  15, 1985 
Local  church  nominations  must  be 
completed  and  sent  to  Karen  Cole, 
Director  of  Financial  Aid,  Centenary 
College,  P.O.  Box  4188,  Shreveport,  La., 
71134-0188. 

—  By  March  15, 1985 
Student  applications  to  Centenary 
College  and  financial  aid  forms  must  be 
sent  to  Karen  Cole,  Director  of  Financial 
Aid  (see  address  above). 

—  By  April  1, 1985 

Nominations  are  forwarded  by 
Centenary  College  to  the  National 
Committee  in  Nashville. 

—  By  May  1, 1985 

Scholars  are  notified  by  the 
Committee. 

Inquiries  should  be  forwarded  to 
Karen  Cole  at  Centenary  College  or  to  the 
National  Bicentennial  Scholars 
Committee,  Office  of  Loans  and  Scholar¬ 
ships,  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry,  Box  871.  Nashville, 
Tenn,  37202. 


United  Methodist  Women’s 
Sunday  is  January  2  7 


The  new  multi-purpose  building  addition  to  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
was  recently  consecrated  by  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely.  N.  O.-Houma  District 
Superintendent. 

Participants  in  the  service  of  consecration,  shown  above,  were:  Front  row-Eddie 
Rose,  Chairperson  of  the  Administrative  Board;  Percie  Rose,  Chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees;  Murphy  Williams,  Trustee;  Rev.  William  L.  Jones,  Pastor; 
J.  Jude  Oliver,  Chairperson  of  the  Building  Committee;  Rosemary  Randle,  Trustee; 
and  Joseph  Taylor,  Trustee.  Back  row-Francis  Heitmier,  Algiers  State  Rep.;  Rev. 
William  C.  Blakely,  District  Superintendent;  and  Frank  Charles,  Lay  Leader. 


International  Lesson  Series 


ns  of  New  Life 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 
John  4:39-42,  46-54 

Her  comments  were  an  insightful 
analysis  of  the  event,  but  some  of  the 
men  looked  at  her  husband  as  if  to  say, 
“Is  that  right?”  This  form  of 
discrimination  describes  the  setting 
Jesus  challenged  in  his  encounter  with 
the  Samaritan  woman.  Besides  the 
hostility  between  Jews  and  Samaritans, 
a  rabbi  would  not  speak  to  a  woman  in 
public.  Jesus,  the  Savior  declares  that 
each  person  has  the  right  to  be  accepted 
regardless  of  sex  or  race. 

Jesus  offers  the  Samaritan  woman 
living  water.  This  is  eternal  water,  a 
spontaneous  energy  of  unfailing  grace. 
In  the  Old  Testament  God  is  described  as 
the  fountain  of  living  waters  (cf.  Jer. 
17:13  Isa.  12:3;  44:3;  55:1-2;  Psalm  42:1- 
2.)  Living  water  is  also  symbolic  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  who  will  be  poured  out  on  the 
believers  following  Christ’s  glorification. 
The  themes  of  baptism  by  water  and 
spirit  discussed  with  Nicodemus 
continue. 

God  has  been  described  as  light  and 
love.  Now  Jesus  reveals  that  “God  is 
Spirit.”  Notice  there  is  no  Ha”  before 
“spirit.”  God  is  not  one  spirit  among 
many.  The  Jews  had  a  different  concept 
of  spirit  than  the  Greeks  which  is 
confusing  to  modern  Christians  as  we 
have  tended  to  adopt  Greek  philosophy 
rather  than  Jewish  theology.  For  the 
Greeks,  the  spiritual  realm  was  contrary 
to  material.  It  was  immaterial  —  a 
philosophical  term.  In  contrast  the  Jews 
believe  that  God  cannot  be  seen  in  any 
natural  object  or  imaged  by  man’s  hands 
in  any  likeness.  Spirit  is  an  abstraction, 
but  it  is  the  reality  of  God.  The  essential 
point  is  that  the  highest  part  of  human 
nature  should  be  attuned  to  God,  who  is 
spirit. 


Jesus  knew  the  woman’s  reputation, 
yet  he  revealed  the  deep  meanings  of 
faith  to  her.  In  Jesus  she  discovered  her 
need  for  newness  of  life.  It  was  revealed 
as  eternal  life  or  living  water.  She  also 
found  in  Jesus  her  right  to  be  a  person. 

Those  who  accept  the  living  water 
Jesus  offers  receive  a  spiritual  gift  that 
brings  eternal  satisfaction.  The  gift  of 
God  is  Christ;  the  gift  of  Christ  is  the 
spirit ...  the  counselor  “who  dwells  with 
you,  and  will  be  in  you”  (Jn  14:16-17). 
This  indewelling  spirit,  creative  and 
energizing,  not  only  brings  back  to  the 
memory  of  his  disciples  “words  of 
eternal  life”  but  also  becomes  in  all 
disciples  a  self-renewing  force 
constantly  ensuring  our  relationship  with 
Jesus  Christ,  whom  to  know  is  life 
eternal. 

A  few  days  later  a  Gentile  official  from 
Capernaum  came  asking  Jesus  to  come 
to  his  home  to  heal  his  son  who  was  at  the 
point  of  death.  Jesus  refused.  Jesus  told 
him  to  go  home;  “your  son  will  live.” 
Home  was  over  20  miles  away.  If  he  goes 
without  Jesus,  how  can  he  be  sure  his  son 
is  well?  If  he  does  not  go,  where  is  his 
faith  that  brought  him  to  ask  Jesus  to 
help? 

The  father  believes  Jesus’  power  to 
heal  both  before  the  miracle  happened, 
and  afterward.  Both  the  official  and 
Samaritans  believe  in  Jesus,  not  because 
someone  else  told  them  about  him,  but 
because  they  experienced  his  teaching 
themselves.  The  people  who  are  most 
likely  to  see  God’s  action  in  life  today, 
are  those  who  expect  God  to  act.  Today, 
artificial  hearts  prolong  a  person's  life. 
Those  who  have  faith  declare  God’s 
action  in  the  event,  and  experience  God’s 
presence  in  their  lives.  Others  see  only 
machines.  One  understands  truth,  the 
other  only  facts. 


The  Committee  on  Membership  for  Conference  United  Methodist  Women,  above, 
announces  that  January  27,  1985  is  United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  All  Local  Units  of  United  Methodist  Women  should  participate 
in  the  Church  Services  and  be  visible  in  the  Church  on  that  Sunday.  This  is  part  of  the 
emphasis  toward  a  goal  of  10%  increase  in  membership  as  United  Methodist  Women 
are  CALLED  TO  GROW. 

Shown  in  the  picture  above  are:  (left  to  right,  back  row)  Ruth  Brown,  Monroe 
District;  Lorene  Hall,  NO-Houma;  Alva  Charatain,  BR-Lafayette;  Carol  Baxter,  BR- 
Hammond;  Margaret  Turner,  Ruston;  (front)  Tammy  Milton,  Lake  Charles;  Shirley 
Madden,  NO-Slidell;  and  Fran  Hall,  Chairperson  of  the  Committee.  Absent  were 
Paula  Curtis.  Alexandria;  and  Clarice  Tyson,  Shreveport. 

Baton  Rouge -Lafayette  Youth  Meet 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Evangelism?”,  “What 


Clark,  Handy  And  Others 
Devastated  By  African  Hunger 

Sembatte,  Ethiopia  (UMNS)  —  Visiting  a  feeding  center  here  Dec.  10  were  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Clark,  Columbia,  S.C.,  president  of  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  and 
Norma  Dehrberg,  New  York,  UMCOR  staff  executive.  The  two  were  part  of  an  eight- 
member  delegation  visiting  Ethiopia  Dec.  8-12  under  the  auspices  of  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  and  development  agency  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  Two 
other  United  Methodists,  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Bivens,  Africa-Europe  secretary  for  the  World  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  were  in  the  group.  Sembatte  is  in  the  North  Shoa  Province  near  the 
Wollo  Province,  one  of  the  hardest  hit  regions  in  the  drought-stricken  nation. 
Estimating  the  number  facing  starvation  to  be  7.75  million,  Bishop  Clark  described 
the  situation  as  “devastating”  and  said  the  catastrophe  will  get  much  worse  unless 
aid  is  increased. 

Circuit  Riders  Come 
Alive  In  New  Book 

Dallas,  TX.  —  The  Methodist  circuit 
rider  of  the  American  frontier  comes  to 
life  in  RIDERS  OF  THE  LONG  ROAD, 
the  recently-released  first  novel  of 
screenwriter/director  Stephen  Brans- 
ford. 

The  book,  published  by  Doubleday, 
was  written  with  full  support  and 
encouragement  of  the  TV  Ministry 
Committee  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference.  It  also  has  the 
official  endorsement  of  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee. 

“Riders”  is  an  important  work  of 
historical  fiction.  Publishers’  Weekly,  a 
major  journal  of  the  publishing  industry, 
called  it,  “a  very  good  tale,”  noting  that, 

“a  lot  about  18th  Century  America  is 
economically  and  carefully  related  here 
through  several  engaging  characters.” 

The  only  criticism  in  the  Publisher’s 
Weekly  review  notes  that  the  book  can  be 
seen  as  a  “vade  mecum”  or  “come  with 
me”  to  Methodism.  The  implication  that 
“Riders”  deals  with  Methodist  history 
and  Christian  themes  is  accurate.  The 
characters  are  fully  developed  to  have 
dimensions  of  real  people,  including 
those  related  to  the  religious  guest  and 
questions.  The  themes  include 
reconciliation,  social  justice,  and  the 
redeeming  power  of  God. 

The  main  character,  Jonathan 
Barratt,  has  been  scarred  by  religion  and 
by  his  circuit  rider  father  who  is  unaware 
he  has  a  son.  In  discovering  his  father 
and  subsequently  trying  to  unmask  him, 

Jonathan  encounters  high  adventure  and 
the  ultimate  questions  concerning  life 
and  God.  Through  it  all  Jonathan 
struggles  with  the  reality  of  evil,  God’s 
justice  and  the  haunting  question,  “what 
kind  of  God  is  he?” 

The  book  was  originally  conceived  as  a 
screenplay  and  a  script  was  developed 


Book  Now  Available  —  RIDERS  OF 
THE  LONG  ROAD,  a  book  of  the 
American  Methodist  circuit  rider  and 
ultimate  human  questions,  is  now 
available.  It  is  published  in  hardback  by 
Doubleday  &  Company,  Inc.,  New  York, 
at $15.95. 

for  a  two-hour  made  for  television  movie. 
An  option  was  purchased  and  several 
book  publishers  indicated  interest, 
leading  to  the  agreement  with 
Doubleday.  Although  the  screenplay  did 
not  develop  at  the  time,  Bransford  has 
hopes  that  the  project  will  materialize 
now  that  the  novel  is  published. 

Bransford  is  now  traveling  to  promote 
the  book,  pursuing  his  production 
screenwriting  business,  and  planning  his 
next  novel.  He  is  now  a  member  of 
Lovers  Lane  UMC,  Dallas,  and  is 
working  with  the  Communications 
Committee  of  the  North  Texas 
Conference. 


Rogers  Well  Prepared 
For  Lectionary  TV  Role 


Rouge,  was  the  site  for  the  December  l 
1984,  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
Youth  Convocation.  Sixty  youth  and 
adults  representing  eleven  churches, 
participated  in  the  event.  All  phases  of 
the  event,  from  its  conception  through 
presentation,  were  handled  by  the  youth 
members  of  the  DYT. 

The  emphasis  of  the  day  was  youth 
evangelism.  DYT  members  presented  a 
varied  program  which  included  worship, 
music  (led  by  Rev.  Willis  Dear.  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge),  and  skits.  The  main 
part  of  the  event  was  a  series  of  open 
discussions  of  topics  including.  “What  is 
Evangelism?”,  “How  do  you  do 


types  of 
Evangelism  turn  you  off  or  are  you 
receptive  to?”,  among  others.  Those 
participating  were  introduced  to 
Centenary  College  during  a  special 
presentation  by  Charles  Prosser  of 
Centenary’s  School  of  Church  Careers. 
Also  attending  was  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  Moses  T.  Jackson. 

The  event  concluded  with  a 
Communion  Service,  during  which  the 
Youth  Choir  of  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Lafayette  sang.  The  DYT 
officers  assisted  in  dispensing  the 
elements  and  the  youth  responded  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  appeal,  with  an 
offering  for  “Hunger  Relief  in  Ethiopia.” 
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When  the  Lectionary  for  Christmas 
and  early  Epiphany  went  up  on  Westar 
IV,  on  December  18,  the  Presenter  was 
Dr.  John  B.  Rogers,  Jr.,  Senior  Pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Shreveport. 

Dr.  Rogers  brings  a  wealth  of  study 
and  experience  to  the  presentations  from 
his  academic  and  pastoral  background. 
A  graduate  of  Davidson  College,  this 
native  of  South  Carolina  received  the 
B.D.,  Th.M.  and  D.  Min.  degrees  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia. 
In  addition  he  has  studied  at  the 
University  of  St.  Andrews  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

He  served  in  the  Department  of 
Religion  and  Philosophy,  and  as 
Chaplain  to  Students,  at  Presbyterian 
College,  Clinton,  S.C.  In  addition,  he  has 
pastored  Presbyterian  churches  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  and  Davidson.  N.C.  and 
was  the  Seminar  Leader  for  the  Intern 
Program  at  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
Richmond,  Virginia.  He  has  been  pastor 
of  the  Shreveport  Church  since  1978. 

Among  his  writings  are,  “Discipline  in 
an  Age  of  Human  Potential,”  and 


John  B.  Rogers.  Jr. 

“Resurrection  and  Apocalypse,”  both 
printed  in  the  Journal  for  Preachers.  He 
is  married  to  Anne  Brown  Rogers  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  a  son  and 
daughter. 
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Ancient  ‘science’  poses  new  threat 


Should  astrology  columns  carry 
“warning  label"? 

A  group  of  scholars  and  scientists 
thinks  so.  Citing  a  Gallup  Poll  showing 
that  55  percent  of  Americans  aged  13  to 
18  say  they  believe  in  astrology,  the 
Committee  for  Scientific  Investigations 
of  Claims  of  the  Paranormal  recently 
proposed  that  horoscopes  include  this 
warning:  The  following  astrological 
forecasts  should  be  read  for  entertain¬ 
ment  value  only.  Such  predictions  have 
no  reliable  basis  in  scientific  fact." 

We  share  the  committee’s  concern 
that  a  growing  majority  of  young  people, 
and  unknown  numbers  of  adults,  appar¬ 
ently  accept  at  face  value  the  long  dis¬ 
credited  claims  of  astrology.  This  trend 
is  disturbing  on  at  least  two  levels. 

On  a  practical  level,  a  naive  accep¬ 
tance  of  astrology  blurs  the  critical  dif¬ 
ference  between  fact  and  fiction.  As  the 
scientists’  group  has  noted,  belief  in  astro¬ 
logical  forecasts  undermines  the  ability 


of  young  people  to  understand  physical 
reality. 

On  a  theological  level,  belief  in  astrol¬ 
ogy  may  lead  to  even  more  serious  con¬ 
sequences.  Persons  who  place  their 
faith  in  the  daily  horoscope  instead  of 
God  deprive  themselves  of  a  maturing 
grasp  of  spiritual  reality.  There  is  no 
way  that  astrology  can  provide  a  satisfy¬ 
ing  substitute  for  faith  as  a  person 
searches  for  ultimate  meaning  and  pur¬ 
pose  in  life. 

We  re  not  convinced  that  a  "warning 
label"  is  the  best  way  to  combat  belief  in 
astrology.  As  Christians,  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  horoscopes  should  not  be 
viewed  as  harmless  forms  of  diversion. 
We  should  be  especially  alert  to  any  un¬ 
healthy  attraction  to  astrology  by  our 
young  people. 

By  our  words  and  actions,  we  should 
demonstrate  that  life’s  most  satisfying 
meaning  is  found  in  a  life-transforming 
relationship— not  with  the  stars  but 
with  the  One  who  made  the  stars. 


Doublespeak  Award:  No  joke 


Far  too  many  people  are  likely  to  dis¬ 
miss  with  a  chuckle  the  1984  Double¬ 
speak  Award.  The  National  Council  of 
Teachers  of  English  present  the  award 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  525  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  First  UMC  in  Dickson,  Tennessee 
(Tennessee  Conference);  550  member- 
families  of  Centenary  UMC  in  Lawton, 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Conference);  450 
member-families  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in 
Monroe,  Louisiana  (Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence);  and  1,700  member-families  of 
First  UMC  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 
(South  Dakota  Conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
the  more  than  350  local  churches  across 
the  United  States  that  publish  special 
editions  of  this  newspaper.  These 
churches  mail  local  church,  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  general  religious  news  in 
one  paper  each  week  directly  to  the 
homes  of  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Dickson,  Law- 
ton,  Monroe  and  Sioux  Falls,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


annually  for  the  year’s  best  —  or  worst  — 
euphemism.  The  intent  is  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  “dishonest  and  inhumane  use  of 
language.” 

The  1984  honors  went  to  the  U.S.  State 
Department  for  replacing  the  word  "kill¬ 
ing”  with  the  phrase  “unlawful  or  arbi¬ 
trary  deprivation  of  life."  Other  con¬ 
tenders  included  three  Pentagon  phrases: 
“permanent  pre-hostility”  (peace), 
“violence  processing”  (combat)  and 
“collateral  damage”  (civilian  casualties 
in  nuclear  war). 

We  should  not  dismiss  such  euphe¬ 
misms  as  merely  amusing  examples  of 
bureaucratic  jargon.  Words  calculated 
to  conceal  morally  questionable  behav¬ 
ior  are  a  form  of  "false  witness.”  Our 
uncritical  acceptance  of  such  euphe¬ 
misms  blunts  our  perceptions  of,  or  re¬ 
sponses  to,  painful  human  reality. 

Those  of  us  in  the  church  have  little 
room  to  be  smug  about  governmental 
euphemisms.  How  often,  for  example, 
have  you  heard  "sin”  trivialized  as  sim¬ 
ply  a  “momentary  lapse"  or  an  "error  in 
judgment"  instead  of  a  tragic  disposition 
in  our  hearts  toward  evil  thoughts  and 
actions?  By  blurring  that  truth  about  the 
human  condition,  we  also  minimize  the 
significance  of  God’s  saving  grace. 

The  Doublespeak  Award  should  re¬ 
mind  us  as  Christians  of  our  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  use  words  that  clearly  reflect  truth 
about  our  world  and  ourselves— even  if 
that  makes  us  uncomfortable.  We  should 
avoid  the  temptation  to  use  non-threat¬ 
ening  alternatives  for  such  time-tested 
biblical  words  as  “sin,"  "death"  and 
"judgment.” 


JANUARY  4, 1985 


‘Liberation  theology A  challenge  to  us 


By  WILLIAM  B.  GROVE 

One  of  the  deepest  controversies  in  the  contempo¬ 
rary  church  is  a  theological  one;  that  is  the  conflict 
concerning  the  understanding  of  the  Christian  faith 
that  is  characterized  by  the  term  "liberation  theol¬ 
ogy. M 

The  controversy  rages  within  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  is  calling  priests  and  nuns  to  judgment 
before  the  highest  tribunals  in 
Rome.  The  controversy  also  has 
divided  the  United  Methodist 
Church  into  factions  that  decry  or 
defend  various  theologies  that 
move  under  the  banner  of 
“liberation.” 

Much  of  the  emphasis  on  “lib¬ 
eration  theology”  has  emerged 
from  the  life  of  the  church  in  the 
Third  World,  particularly  in  Lat- 


Marxist  wolf  hiding  under  a  Christian  sheepskin.  I  am 
convinced  that  “liberation  theology”  is  a  theology.  It  is 
an  articulation  of  the  Christian  faith  that  is  deeply 
rooted  biblically  add  that  relates  the  biblical  message 
to  the  economic  and  political  context  within  which 
people  live  out  their  lives. 

I  remember  visiting  a  mid-week  Bible  study  group 
in  a  small  church  in  Ecuador.  An  inter-generational 
group  ranging  in  age  from  12  to  80  was  studying  the 
life  of  Moses  and  Israel’s  experience  of  Exodus.  The 
participants  were  working  to  apply  that  biblical  story 
to  their  own  situation  in  Ecuador  and  to  determine 
how  God  is  present  in  their  own  yearnings  for  food  and 
freedom. 

Their  Bible  study  illustrates  the  commitment  of  the 
people  of  the  church  in  Latin  America  to  a  biblically 
based  understanding  of  God’s  activity  in  response  to 
their  own  life  situation. 


m  America  A  year  ago  I  made  an  episcopal  visit  to  The  issue  of  economic  exploration 
Ecuador  and  Bolivia,  and  in  preparation  for  and  in  re-  Liberation  theology  recognizes  economic  exploita- 


flection  upon  that  trip,  I  developed  some  convictions 
about  “liberation  theology.” 

This  theological  emphasis  developed  by  such  per¬ 
sons  as  Gustavo  Gutierrez,  Ruben  Alves  and  Methodist 
theologian  Jose  Miguez  Bonino  draws  heavily  upon 
biblical  themes  of  liberation,  especially  the  story  of 
the  Exodus.  The  theology  identifies  Jesus  clearly  as  of, 
with  and  for  the  poor  and  sees  God  as  active  in  history 
to  “set  the  prisoners  free.” 

Words  recalled 

Liberation  theologians  remind  us  of  the  word  of  the 
great  Karl  Barth:  "God  always  takes  his  stand  on  this 
side  and  this  side  alone;  against  the  lofty  and  on  behalf 
of  the  lowly.  ...”  They  also  challenge  us  to  hear  again 
the  song  of  the  peasant  mother  of  the  stable-born 
redeemer: 

...the  arrogant  of  heart  and  mind 
he  has  put  to  rout, 
he  has  brought  down  monarchs 
from  their  thrones, 
but  the  humble  have  been 
lifted  high. 

The  hungry  he  has  satisfied 
with  good  things, 

The  rich  he  has  sent 

empty  away  (Luke  1;51.53  NEBj 

As  a  bishop  who  has  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  the 
church  in  Latin  America,  to  talk  with  church  leaders 
and  church  members  there,  I  have  some  convictions 
about  "liberation  theology.” 

A  biblical  theology 

Critics  of  “liberation  theology”  accuse  it  of  being  a 


tion  as  being  as  oppressive  as  political  slavery.  It  is 
very  important  for  Christians  in  the  U.S.A.  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  developed  world  to  understand  that. 

We  should  and  do  stand  firmly  against  the  kind  of 
political  oppression  and  the  denial  of  human  rights 
that  emanates  from  the  Soviet  Union  and  other  com¬ 
munist  nations.  However,  we  should  recognize  as  well 
that  church  leaders  in  the  Third  World  see  economic 
exploitation  as  equally  oppressive  and  they  identify 
that  oppression  with  the  multinational  corporation  and 
the  large  banks  of  the  United  States  and  the  western 
world. 

Because  we  do  stand  for  political  freedom,  our  fel¬ 
low  Christians  who  are  poor  do  not  understand  why  we 
are  not  equally  sensitive  to  issues  of  economic  justice. 
They  believe  that  we  are  rich  at  their  expense  and  that 
our  government  is  using  its  military  might  to  protect 
economic  interests  that  contribute  to  their  poverty. 

That  is  a  hard  message  for  American  Christians  to 
hear,  I  know.  However,  we  must  examine  and  reflect 
seriously  upon  that  charge.  Why,  in  a  mineral-rich 
continent  like  South  America,  are  so  many  people 
poor?  The  nations  of  Latin  America  have  debts  of  $300 
billion  to  banks  in  the  developed  world. 

Church  leaders  claim  that  the  money  was  borrowed 
by  corrupt  military  governments  and  was  never  used 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  During  1982,  the  debt 
service  alone  was  equal  to  40  percent  of  all  revenues 
from  the  sale  of  the  raw  materials  in  which  the  region 
is  so  richly  endowed.  Everywhere  I  went  I  found  con¬ 
viction  within  the  church  that  the  United  States  mili¬ 
tary  build-up  (as  in  Central  America)  is  really  for  the 
protection  of  U.S.  and  transnational  economic  inter¬ 
ests  in  the  Third  World. 

The  question  asked  by  the  church  in  Latin  America 


is:  "Whai  does  salvation/liberation  mean  in  this  con¬ 
text?  What  does  it  mean  to  be  ‘for  the  poor’  in  such  a 
situation?"  Don  Helder  Camara,  the  Roman  Catholic 
archbishop  of  Brazil,  has  said,  “If  I  feed  the  hungry 
and  heal  the  sick,  I  am  called  a  saint.  If  I  speak  of 
human  rights  and  try  to  change  the  systems  that  make 
people  sick  and  hungry,  I  am  called  a  communist.” 

Liberation  and  evangelism 

Critics  of  “liberation  theology”  see  it  as  non-evan¬ 
gelical.  However,  the  church  in  Latin  America  is  in¬ 
creasing  daily  in  number  and  in  strength.  The 
Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia  has  increased  in  member¬ 
ship  more  than  400  percent  since  it  became  autono¬ 
mous  in  1969.  It  has  experienced  a  growth  of  more 
than  40  percent  since  my  visit  in  September  1983. 

I  found  the  church  to  be  profoundly  spiritual  and 
rich  in  its  liturgical  life  and  the  people’s  commitment 
to  freedom  and  justice  to  be  deeply  rooted  in  their 
relationship  to  Christ. 

The  issue  of  violence 

Critics  of  “liberation  theology”  accuse  it  of  encour¬ 
aging  violent  revolution.  Methodist  theologian  Jose 
Miguez  Bonino  affirms  the  moral  superiority  of  non¬ 
violent  social  change.  He  says,  however,  that  only 
those  who  are  giving  themselves  seriously  to  non¬ 
violent  social  change  have  the  moral  right  to  decry 
violence.  Otherwise,  they  are  participating,  whether 
intentionally  or  not,  in  the  silent  violence  of  oppres¬ 
sion. 

Remembering  that  our  own  American  revolution 
was  a  guerrilla  war  of  liberation,  we  might  ask  how 
the  colonists  would  have  responded  to  protests  against 
violence  from  English  gentry  who  were  themselves 
the  beneficiaries  of  "taxation  without  representation.” 

On  behalf  of  continuing  dialogue 

I  believe  that  many  of  the  critics  of  “liberation 
theology"  are  sincere  and  committed  Christians.  As  is 
usually  the  case,  truth  and  righteousness  are  not  the 
sole  possession  of  any  of  us.  What  is  needed  is  in¬ 
creased  dialogue  and  decreased  polarization  around 
the  issues  of  justice,  peace  and  liberation  for  all  of 
God's  people. 

What  “liberation  theology"  challenges  American 
Christians  to  do  is  to  examine  our  commitments  so  as 
to  be  sure  that  we  are  not  using  our  theology  to  protect 
our  privilege  and  that  our  primary  commitment  is  not 
to  any  political  or  economic  order  but  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  and  His  Kingdom. 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  is  episcopal  leader  of 
United  Methodism 's  West  Virginia  Area,  with  offices  in 
Charleston. 


Here  I  Stand 


Living  church,  like  ellipse,  should  have  two  foci 


By  BRIAN  KELLEY  BAUKNIGHT 
United  Methodism  seems  to  be 
struggling  for  an  authentic  contem¬ 
porary  doctrine  of  the  church.  At  least 
that  is  the  considered  opinion  of  some  — 
both  those  who  stand  outside  with  harsh 


How  would  Wesley  function  now? 


critique  and  those 
who  stand  inside  with 
a  kind  of  lover’s 
quarrel.  A  recent  ar¬ 
ticle  in  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  journal  referred 
to  our  denomination 
as  “an  aging  pietistic 
movement  in  need  of 
an  ecclesiology.” 


Brian  Bauknight 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Nov.  30  “Letters,”  John 
Lorenz  quotes  John  Wesley  as  having 
misgivings  about  whether  Methodism 
would  hold  fast  the  doctrine,  spirit  and 
discipline  with  which  it  first  set  out. 

However,  writing  in  1788  Wesley  said  he 
marvelled  that  the  people  of  England  did 
not  stone  him  and  Charles  for  some 
things  they  said  for  some  years  following 
the  launching  of  their  movement  in  1738, 
50  years  earlier.  This  involved  the  doc¬ 
trine  that  Christians  could  attain  a  spir¬ 
itual  experience  of  which  they  were  con¬ 
stantly  aware  inwardly. 

After  nine  years  at  that  Wesley  decided 
that  this  teaching  was  not  so,  and  he 
dropped  it  from  his  preaching.  He  was 
able  to  change  his  mind  and  did  not  mind 
saying  so!  The  great  knowledge  that  we 
have  today  came  largely  as  a  result  of 
achievements  since  the  death  of  Wesley. 
Now  every  school  child  knows  ancient 
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history  and  scientific  facts  that  no¬ 
body  had  dreamed  possible  to  learn  in 
Wesley’s  day. 

Also,  Biblical  scholarship,  utilizing 
that  knowledge  as  well  as  other  factors 
that  provide  proofs  or  reasonable  conclu¬ 
sions,  can  teach  us  things  about  the 
Bible.  Those  include  how  and  when  its 
parts  were  written  that  are  vital  to  a 
truthful  understanding  of  how  God  in¬ 
spired  it  and  has  operated  to  produce  a 
faith  according  to  His  purpose.  We  have 
been  inclined  to  think  inspiration  had  to 
be  according  to  God’s  power.  But  God’s 
purpose,  not  power,  is  the  key  word. 

This  better  understanding  fits  with  the 
general  facts  of  life  that  we  know,  as  well 
as  what  we  now  know  about  the  Bible! 

That  is  why  some  of  us  who  were  edu¬ 
cated,  as  I  was,  partly  at  Asbury  College 
and  other  fundamentalist  schools,  can 
feel  deeply  assured  as  Christians  —  even 
though,  like  Wesley,  such  inner  as¬ 
surance  is  not  found  to  be  continuous ! 

If  John  Wesley  came  back  today,  I 
think  he  would,  without  batting  an  eye, 
realize  —  and  teach  publicly  —  many 
things  differently  from  what  he  did  200 
years  ago!  And  he  would  only  find  that 
this  change  of  mind  strengthened  the 
foundation  of  the  Christian  faith  —  built 
on  the  solid  rock  of  harmony  with  all  the 
real  facts  we  know  and  not  on  the  super¬ 
stition  of  so-called  “faith”  that  runs  con¬ 
trary  to  any  one  known  fact ! 

Jeff  P.  Paul 
Sacramento,  California 


Editorial  blasted 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  your  Nov. 
23  editorial,  "Seek  guidance  as  well  as 
give  thanks.” 

I  still  do  not  believe  what  I  read. 
Apparently  the  editorial  is  endorsing  the 
Catholic  bishops’  demands  for  a  com¬ 
munist  or  Marxist  America.  I  have  read 
the  list  of  demands  by  the  bishops  in  my 
local  newspaper.  In  my  feeble  opinion, 
their  demands  sounded  like  the  Com¬ 
munist  Manifesto. 

I  should  like  to  remind  everyone  that 
the  United  States  is  still  a  free  enterprise 
system.  In  our  system  of  government,  in¬ 
dividuals  are  basically  free  from  govern¬ 
ment  control  in  determining  all  kinds  of 
goods  and  services  that  will  be  produced 
and  distributed.  Communism  is  an 
economic  system  in  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  controls  all  the  factors  of  produc¬ 
tion  and  decides  what  goods  and  services 
will  be  produced. 

I  do  not  wish  to  leave  the  impression 
that  I  am  against  helping  the  sick,  the  el¬ 
derly  and  the  disabled  whenever  and 
wherever  possible.  We  should  never 
abandon  anyone  who  is  down. 

Finally,  I  believe  that  the  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  will  rebuke 
their  bishops’  demands  when  the  time  is 
right.  It  is  regrettable  that  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  endorsed  their  beliefs. 

Fred  A.  Rheney 
Smyrna,  Georgia 


For  most  of  my  ministry,  I  have 
worked  with  a  particular  image  for  the 
church’s  life  and  mission.  I  am  now  more 
convinced  than  ever  that  it  is  a  viable, 
valuable  and  energizing  image. 

My  college  undergraduate  degree  was 
in  engineering  mathematics.  I  went  im¬ 
mediately  to  seminary  and  found  an  in¬ 
teresting  transition  from  logarithms,  dif¬ 
ferential  equations,  symbolic  logic  and 
calculus  to  theology,  epistemology, 
pastoral  psychology  and  ecclesiology. 
However,  one  image  fixed  itself  in  my 
mind  and  bridged  the  transition.  It  was 
the  image  of  the  ellipse. 

Ellipse  unique 

The  ellipse  is  an  elongated  circle,  an 
oval  on  its  side.  However,  it  has  a  unique 
characteristic.  Instead  of  one,  it  has  two 
focal  points.  The  focal  points  are  always 
in  direct  relation  to  each  other  and  to  any 
single  point  on  the  circumference. 

The  more  I  studied  the  history  of  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  and  the  more  I  re¬ 
flected  upon  the  New  Testament,  the 
more  I  saw  a  symbolic  link  between  the 
mathematical  figure  of  the  ellipse  and 
the  ministry  of  the  local  congregation. 
Like  the  ellipse,  the  church  is  authentical¬ 
ly  itself  only  when  alive  to  the  pulsating 
rhythm  between  two  equal  and  inter¬ 
related  foci. 

One  focal  point  is  inreach.  It  sym¬ 
bolizes  the  spiritual  nurture  and  care  of 
congregational  life.  It  is  the  passionate 
seeking  after  and  providing  resources  for 
the  interior  life  of  the  mind  and  heart  and 
spirit.  It  is  the  care  of  the  soul.  Inreach 


gives  attention  to  worship  and  sacramen¬ 
tal  issues,  prayer,  Bible  study,  lay  pasto¬ 
ral  care,  pastoral  counselling  and  deal¬ 
ing  with  all  forms  of  grief.  It  is  vitally 
concerned  with  the  wellness  of  those  who 
constitute  the  membership  of  the  body. 

Church  must  reach  out 

The  other  focal  point  is  outreach.  It  is 
the  extension  of  the  vitalized  energies  of 
the  congregation  into  the  community  and 
the  world.  It  is  the  congregation’s  convic¬ 
tion  and  commitment  to  peace-making, 
to  agricultural  and  medical  missions,  to 
hunger  issues,  to  reaching  the  un¬ 
churched,  to  the  economically  disenfran¬ 
chised  and  discouraged  and  to  the  politi¬ 
cal  structures  of  leadership  and  govern¬ 
ment.  It  is  the  clear  recognition  of  the 
God  who  is  Lord  of  all  and  in  whom  all 
things  hold  together. 

Some  organizational  parts  of  the 
church  are  more  devoted  to  one  of  the 
foci  than  to  the  other.  Some  local  church 
groups  have  a  firm  sighting  upon  both  fo¬ 
ci  at  the  same  time  —  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Women  being  one  clear  example. 
However,  a  holistic  church  is  vitally  ba¬ 
lanced  between  the  two  in  an  exciting 
and  fulfilling  way. 

An  amazing  feature  of  this  model  is 
that  neither  focal  point  has  priority.  Both 
are  necessarily  in  balance  with  each 
other  at  all  times.  One  does  not  precede 
or  supersede  the  other.  Only  when  in  a 
creative  rhythm  and  tension  between 
inreach  and  outreach  is  the  church  able 
to  approach  what  God  calls  it  to  be. 

I  understand  my  role  as  senior  minis¬ 
ter  of  a  congregation  to  be  that  of  “over¬ 
seer”  of  the  vital  balance  between 
inreach  and  outreach.  I  also  encourage 
other  members  of  my  staff  to  be  vigilant 
in  maintaining  that  balance  in  the  pro¬ 


grammatic  life  of  the  congregation.  All 
on  my  staff  are  free  to  critique  one  an¬ 
other  regarding  any  apparent  or  emerg¬ 
ing  imbalance  in  our  common  ministry. 

These  thoughts  are  not  radically  new. 
They  suggest  only  a  new  model,  a  design, 
a  symbol  with  which  we  can  work  toward 
a  more  positive  and  enthusiastic  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  church’s  mission.  I  call  for  ar¬ 
tists,  artisans,  geometrists  and  mathe¬ 
maticians  of  faith  to  help  build  upon  and 
perfect  the  image. 

I  call  upon  theologians  of  the  academic 
community  to  work  with  it  in  prayerful 
expectation.  I  call  upon  Biblical  scholars 
to  examine  the  Witness  of  the  Word  in 
light  of  this  understanding  of  the  role  and 
purpose  of  the  church. 

But  most  of  all,  I  call  upon  those  of  us 
in  local  congregations  to  be  living  ex¬ 
pressions  of  this  image  as  we  explore 
what  it  means  to  be  faithful  in  our  time. 

I  have  a  long-standing  love  affair  with 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  whole 
church  deserves  our  love  and  best  energy 
of  mind  and  heart.  Together,  we  can 
shape  a  contagious,  hopeful  and  formida¬ 
ble  ecclesiology  and  then  allow  the  grace 
of  God  to  energize  our  lives  on  behalf  of 
that  understanding  of  the  church. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Brian  K.  Bauknight, 
is  senior  minister  of  the  Christ  UMC  in 
Bethel  Park.  Pennsylvania  (Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
"Here  I  Stand,’’  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  66027 5,  Dallas,  Texai 
75266  0275. 


My  Witness 

Why  I  support  nuclear  weapons  freeze 


By  GERTRUDE  WELCH 
I  support  a  nuclear  weapons  “freeze" 
—  that  is  a  bilateral  or  mutual  verifiable 
freeze  with  the  Soviets  that  would  stop  or 
“freeze”  the  testing  production  and  de¬ 
ployment  of  nuc¬ 
lear  weapons.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  war  and 
preparation  for  the 
killing  of  innocent 
persons  is  contra¬ 
dictory  to  and  in¬ 
consistent  with  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  who 
calls  us  to  be  peace¬ 
makers.  Gertrude  Welch 

Jesus  said  “Blessed  are  the  peacemak¬ 
ers  for  they  shall  be  called  the  sons  of 
God”  (Matthew  5:9)  and  “For  all  who 
take  the  sword  will  perish  by  the  sword” 
(Matthew  26:52). 

I  support  a  freeze  in  nuclear  weapons 
because: 

•  The  prophetic  imperative  to  bring 
about  the  day  "when  nation  shall  not  lift 
up  sword  against  nation”  compels  us  to 
be  alarmed  over  the  development  of  new 


“first-strike”  weapons.  I  believe  this  de¬ 
velopment  of  weapons  is  immoral  and 
unjust  as  I  read  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Amos, 
Micah  and  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

•  Our  biblical  faith  leads  us  to  work  for 
peace  and  justice  among  the  nations,  to 
solve  conflicts  through  mutual  under¬ 
standing,  negotiation  and  law  —  which 
the  freeze  advocates. 

•  The  great  religious  traditions  of  the 
world  agree  with  striking  clarity  that 
human  beings  must  neither  contemplate 
nor  prepare  for  killing  of  innocent  people. 

I  believe  that  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons 
cannot  serve  the  cause  of  righteousness 
but  will  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the 
world  —  God’s  wonderful  creation  —  as 
Dr.  Carl  Sagan  and  other  imminent  scien¬ 
tists  now  tell  us. 

•  We  as  Christians  should  find  our  se¬ 
curity  in  God  —  not  in  weapons.  Our  hope 
is  in  the  Gospel.  Our  strength  is  in  God. 
We  rely  upon  the  promise  found  in 
Zechariah  4:6,  “Not  by  might  nor  by 
power  but  by  my  Spirit  says  the  Lord  of 
Hosts.” 

•  I  have  four  wonderful  daughters  nine 


grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchil¬ 
dren  who  are  very  dear  and  precious  to 
me  and  who  I  hope  and  pray  will  live  full 
meaningful  lives  —  lives  that  will  not  be 
cut  short  by  a  nuclear  holocaust.  We  read 
in  Deuteronomy,  “Choose  life  that  you 
and  your  descendents  may  li  ve.  ” 

Because  I  believe  that  nuclear  war  is 
the  ultimate  religious  moral  and 
spiritual  issue  of  our  day.  I  support  and 
work  for  a  nuclear  weapons  freeze  so  we 
can  stop  producing,  stop  testing  and  stop 
deploying  nuclear  weapons  and  get  on 
with  the  business  of  reducing  our  stocke 
and  making  a  safer  world. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Gertrude 
Welch,  is  a  member  of  Santa  Clara  UMC 
in  Santa  Clara,  California  (Calif ornia- 
Nevada  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Cift  Hearts  in Joy... 

With  14  of  Charles  Wesley's  Most  Beloved  Hymns! 
Order  your  copy  toll  free: 

1-800-672-1789! 

Or  shop  the  Cokesbury 
Store  in  your  area. 

A  Heritage  in  Hymns — a  magnif¬ 
icent  album  of  sacred  music  for 
every  family!  Inspiring  arrange¬ 
ments  of  your  favorites — all 
performed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Chorus,  accompan¬ 
ied  by  the  renowed  West¬ 
minster  Philharmonic  Orches¬ 
tra  of  London.  For  added  en¬ 
joyment  order  the  thought- 
provoking  book  of  family  de¬ 
votions  based  on  the  hymns.  -  u^ssanan 

•  Record.  L33-107590,  $8.98  •  Cassette.  L33-107602,  $8.98 
•  Devotional  Book.  L32-107670,  $1.50 

Attention  Choir  Directors  and  Pastors:  Ask  for  the  complete  list  of  the  Heritage  in  Hymns  series 
and  involve  the  church  in  this  stirring  concept  in  worship. 

Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account,  American  Express,  Visa,  or 
MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Friday,  8-4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time. 

Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Prices  subject  to  change.  Transportation  extra.  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable, 

ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 


1661  N.  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 
Phone  312/299-4411 


201  Eighth  Ave.,  South 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone  615/749-6113 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 
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Religion  fills  secular  press 

Newswriters  agree  politics  in  religion  tops  1 984  list 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Two  groups  polled  separately  at 
year’s  end  agreed  overwhelmingly  that 
the  top  religion  news  story  for  1984  was 
the  interplay  between  religion  and  poli¬ 
tics  during  the  presidential  campaign. 

It  was  the  top  story  as  judged  by  all 
six  writers  and  editors  of  Religious 
News  Service  and  as  judged  by  a  vast 
majority  of  members  of  the  Religion 
Newswriters  Association  (RNA). 

The  religion/politics  issue,  as 
summarized  in  the  newswriters’  asso¬ 
ciation  questionnaire,  included  the 
debate  by  President  Reagan  and  Wal¬ 
ter  Mondale  over  the  place  of  faith  in 
political  life,  the  controversy  involving 
Geraldine  Ferraro  and  some  Catholic 
bishops  over  abortion,  and  the  flap  over 
Armageddon,  the  final  battle  between 
the  forces  of  good  and  evil  prophesied  in 
the  Bible. 

Sixty-five  of  the  200  active  members 
of  the  association  took  part  in  the  poll. 
The  association  is  made  up  of  men  and 
women  who  cover  the  news  of  religion 
for  secular  newspapers,  news  services, 
and  news  magazines. 


Bishops’  draft  rated  second 

Rating  as  the  second  most  significant 
story  was  the  release  of  the  first  draft  of 
a  pastoral  letter  on  the  U.S.  economy  by 
the  nation’s  Catholic  bishops,  which 
some  prominent  lay  Catholic  conser¬ 
vatives  anticipated  with  criticism  and 
with  issuance  of  their  own  version 
praising  American  capitalism 

Other  developments,  and  their  order 
in  the  top  10,  are: 

3.  Campaign  of  militant  Sikhs  for  a 
homeland  in  India  leads  to  violence, 
including  storming  of  Golden  Temple 
and  assassination  of  Prime  Minister 
Indira  Gandhi. 

4  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  wins  Nobel 


Peace  Prize  and  is  appointed  Anglican 
archbishop  of  Johannesburg;  South 
African  regime  ends  probe,  takes  no 
action  against  the  South  African  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches;  country  ends  banning 
of  leading  white  critic,  the  Rev.  C.  F. 
Beyers  Naude 

5.  Congress  votes  down  Reagan 
school  prayer  amendment  but  passes 
“equal  access’’  law  permitting  student 
religious  clubs  to  use  school  facilities 
for  their  meetings 

6.  Continued  Vatican  clampdown 
against  radical  forms  of  liberation  the¬ 
ology  and  questioning  of  theologians. 
Also,  scuttling  of  two  U.S.  Catholic 
theology  books  and  pope’s  insistence  on 
birth  control  ban. 

7  Southern  Baptist  Convention  con¬ 
tinues  strong  swing  toward  ultra-con¬ 
servatism  by  electing  hard-liner  the 
Rev.  Charles  Stanley  as  president, 
tightening  control  on  church  boards  and 
agencies,  and  opposing  ordination  of 
women,  claiming  Eve  was  responsible 
for  the  fall  of  man.  But  several  state 
Baptist  conventions  reassert  the  right 
of  local  churches  to  decide  whether  to 
ordain  women. 

8.  Ethical  debate  over  treatment  of 
newborns,  i.e.,  Congress’  new  “Baby 
Doe’’  law  and  discussion  of  the  morality 
of  baboon  heart  transplant  for  Baby 
Fae. 

9.  The  Rev  Jesse  Jackson  launches 
first  major  U.S.  presidential  campaign 
based  substantially  on  church  support. 

10.  The  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon  is  sent 
to  prison  for  tax  fraud  despite  other 
churches’  support. 


Top  stories  similar 

Religious  News  Service’s  rankings  of 
stories  immediately  below  the  agreed- 
on  number  one  were  similar  to  those  of 
the  association.  In  its  second  spot  was 


the  awaruing  ot  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
to  Bishop  Tutu,  and  in  its  third  spot  was 
the  first  draft  of  the  U.S.  Catholic 
bishops'  pastoral  on  the  U.S  economy, 
the  debate  surrounding  it,  and  the 
release  of  a  competing  statement  by  a 
Catholic  lay  committee 

The  other  top  religion  stories  for  1984, 
according  to  the  RNS  staff  poll,  were: 

4.  The  famine  in  Ethiopia  and  efforts 
by  religious  groups  to  combat  it. 

5.  Vatican  crackdown  on  liberation 
theology  and  against  other  anti-auth¬ 
oritarian  moves  by  Catholic  clergy  and 
religions  in  the  Americas 

6.  The  beginning  of  a  new  ecumenical 
era  as  new  leaders  were  chosen  by  the 
World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches,  and  by  a  major  U.S 
denomination,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S. A.). 

7.  The  resumption  of  U.S.  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Vatican  after  more 
than  a  century,  and  the  suits  against  the 
move  by  Protestant  denominations 

8.  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
action  barring  ordination  of  practicing 
homosexuals,  and  the  upholding  of  the 
ban  by  the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court.” 

9.  Turmoil  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  and  a  continued  move  to 
the  right,  with  election  of  conservative 
Atlanta  pastor  Charles  Stanley  and 
adoption  of  a  resolution  opposing  the 
ordination  of  women. 

10.  U.S.  church  involvement  in 
Central  American  issues;  a  growing 
movement  by  North  American  church 
workers  to  offer  sanctuary  to  Central 
American  refugees  in  violation  of  U.S. 
law;  the  trials  of  church  workers  re¬ 
lated  to  sanctuary;  opposition  by  some 
church  groups  to  U.S.  policy  in  Central 
America,  and  criticism  of  the  critics  by 
such  groups  as  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy. 


Religion  in  the  news  depicted  in  pictures 


Religious  news  filled  secular  and  religious  media  in 
1984  with  featured  personalities  ranging  from  sports 
figures  to  politicians.  Among  them  were,  clockwise 
from  upper  left:  Carl  Lewis,  the  first  Olympic  field 
athlete  since  Jesse  Owens  to  win  four  gold  medals. 
Mr.  Lewis  was  one  of  several  U.S.  athletes  who  wit¬ 
nessed  openly  about  his  Christian  faith.  President 
Ronald  Reagan  prayed  during  a  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals  in  March.  His 
faith,  and  its  relation  to  politics,  became  a  major 
issue  during  the  1984  political  season.  Francis 


Shaeffer,  noted  evangelical  writer,  died  of  cancer  in 
May.  His  books  defended  biblical  orthodoxy  and  he 
attempted  to  relate  Christian  doctrine  to  modern 
culture.  A  young  boy  with  a  rifle  symbolized  the 
continuing  strife  that  plagues  El  Salvador  and  all  of 
Central  America.  Supporters  of  legislation  that  would 
permit  prayer  in  public  schools  gathered  in  the 
nation's  capital  to  demonstrate  their  support.  The 
Lutheran  World  Federation  convened  in  Budapest, 
Hungary,  in  July  as  Lutherans  from  around  the  world 
gathered  to  address  a  host  of  vital  issues. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTOS 


Memphis  congregation  pioneers  partnership  with  Prison  Fellowship 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

MEMPHIS,  Term— “There  is  no  point 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  trying 
to  recreate  the  wheel,”  said  the  Rev. 
Maxie  Dunnam  of  Christ  UMC  here. 

“Prison  Fellowship  is  providing  an  en¬ 
tree  into  prisons  They  have  developed 
various  prison  discipleship  programs; 
United  Methodist  local  churches  can  pro¬ 
vide  the  volunteers." 

Christ  Church  was  the  launch  site  for  a 
recently-sealed  partnership  between  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  Prison  Fel¬ 
lowship,  an  international,  non-denomina- 
tional,  prison  ministry  headed  by  former 
White  House  aide  Charles  Colson. 

The  two-day  "launching''  event  last 
month  attracted  2,200  persons  here  for  a 
rally  and  worship  services.  Christ  UMC 
was  selected  as  the  launch  site  because 
it  is  the  first  United  Methodist  congrega- 


Leadership 
Development  Grants: 

Paving  the  Road  to  Success 
ND  *982764-8A 

Being  voted  “most  likely  to  suc  ¬ 
ceed”  by  one’s  high  school  class 
doesn’t  guarantee  success.  A  per¬ 
son  does  not  succeed  on  aptitude 
alone.  Education  plays  a  vital  role. 

That's  why  Leadership  Develop¬ 
ment  (.rants  are  so  important. 
When  you  help  provide  such  a 
grant,  you  are  almost  guaranteeing 
the  recipient  success. 

Send  a  contribution  of  any  size 
today  and  help  make  a  critical  dif¬ 
ference  in  someone’s  life! 

Designate  your  contribution  by  in¬ 
cluding  the  project  number  (Nil) 
*9827(>4-8A).  For  local  church  and 
annual  conference  credit,  send  your 
gift  through  your  local  church  trea¬ 
surer.  Contributions  will  then  be  for¬ 
warded  to:  Advance  (.CI  A,  General 
Hoard  of  Global  Ministries,  I7.’>  River¬ 
side  Drive,  Room  1439.  New  York,  NY 
101 15. 


tion  to  work  cooperatively  with  Prison 
Fellowship  under  the  partnership, 
though  other  United  Methodist  churches 
have  individually  worked  with  the  group 

On  hand  to  help  Mr  Dunnam,  senior 
minister  at  Christ  Church,  officially 
launch  the  program  were  Mr  Colson  and 
the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship. 

Describing  one  example  of  how  Christ 
UMC  is  working  hand-in-hand  with  Pris¬ 
on  Fellowship,  Mr  Dunnam  said.  “My 
congregation  utilized  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship's  Angel  Tree’  project  at  Christmas 

Church  helps  inmates’  children 

“We  erected  a  tree  in  the  church  with 
the  names  of  inmates'  children  and  what 
they  wanted  for  Christmas  on  it.  (The 
information  was  supplied  by  Prison  Fel¬ 
lowship.)  Members  of  the  congregation 
pulled  names  from  the  tree  and  provided 
the  gifts. 

“Our  next  project  will  combine  our 
concern  for  Memphis’  poor  with  our  pris¬ 
on  ministry,"  he  said.  “With  the  help  of 
Prison  Fellowship,  we  want  to  work  with 
a  group  of  inmates  released  from  prison 
on  two-week  time  periods  They  would 
live  in  homes  of  members  of  our  congre¬ 
gation  and  would  spend  those  two  weeks 
building,  rebuilding  or  winterizing 
homes  of  the  poor.  This  is  a  ministry  to 


the  church  and  the  prisoners.  We  can 
become  sensitized  to  each  other  in  a 
spirit  of  reconciliation.” 

A  conversation  between  Mr  Dunnam 
and  Mr.  Colson  concerning  Prison  Fel¬ 
lowship  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  filmed  during  the  weekend 
to  be  used  as  a  promotional  tool  Both  a 
videotape  and  a  film  of  the  conversation 
will  be  available  to  local  churches  in 
early  1985. 

Although  Prison  Fellowship  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  the  Nazarene  church  and  vari¬ 
ous  Holiness  and  Evangelical  groups, 
United  Methodism  is  the  first  major  de¬ 
nomination  to  strike  a  formal  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  group. 

This  relationship  signals  the  start  of  a 
denominational  emphasis  on  prison  min¬ 
istry  that  originated  from  a  resolution 
passed  at  the  1984  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  The  resolution  re¬ 
counts  that  Methodists  have  inherited  a 
tradition  of  ministry  to  prisoners  and 
their  families  from  founder  John  Wesley 
and  it  calls  upon  local  churches  to  be¬ 
come  "active  participants  in  prison  min¬ 
istries"  to  such  persons. 

The  resolution  also  calls  upon  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Disicipleship  to 
help  coordinate  prison  ministries  and 
commends  Prison  Fellowship  to  congre¬ 
gations  as  a  resource  for  guidance  in  any 


Maxie  Dunnam 


kind  of  jail  ministry. 

Affiliation  with  the  Washington.D  C- 
based  Prison  Fellowship  will  provide  lo¬ 
cal  churches  with  access  to  the  nation's 
state  and  federal  prisons,  where  they  can 
participate  in  established  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship  programs  such  as  Bible  study, 
teaching  and  prayer.  United  Methodists 
can  also  participate  in  community  out¬ 
reach  projects  established  by  Prison  Fel¬ 
lowship,  such  as  support  groups  for 
recently  released  inmates. 

Additionally,  those  churches  with  ex¬ 
isting  jail  minisitries  can  use  prison-ori¬ 
ented  programs  from  Prison  Fellowship 
and  adapt  them  to  their  situation. 

Established  eight  years  ago  by  Mr 
Colson,  Prison  Fellowship  has  a  field 
staff  of  state  and  regional  directors  cov- 


Charles  Colson 


ering  all  of  the  U.S.  and  16  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 

“We  are  excited  about  this  partner¬ 
ship,"  Mr  Colson  told  the  Reporter.  “Of 
all  the  denominations,  this  affiliation  is 
most  meaningful  because  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  such  a  great  social 
action  heritage.  We  make  a  natural  alli¬ 
ance. 

Colson  admires  early  Methodists 

“After  the  Apostle  Paul  and  Saint 
Augustine,  George  Wilberforce  and  John 
Wesley  are  my  greatest  heroes,”  said 
Mr  Colson,  a  Southern  Baptist  “George 
Wilberforce  had  the  courage  to  stand  up 
against  sin  in  his  day  and  secured  the 
release  of  some  15,000  people  who  were 
unjustly  detained  in  debtors’  prison. 


Upper  Room  program  aids  Australian  church 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  Uniting  Church  of  Australia  —  still 
struggling  truly  to  unite  its  three  merged 
denominations  after  six  years  —  is 
getting  some  help  from  a  U.S.  program. 

United  Methodism’s  Walk  to  Emmaus 
program  “stepped  over”  to  Australia 
during  August.  It  also  is  being  prepared 
for  introduction  soon  in  Brazil. 

Emmaus  is  a  predominantly-lay  pro¬ 
gram  spreading  rapidly  through  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  focus  is  on 
Christian  leadership  development  and 
spiritual  growth.  The  program  entails  a 
three-day  retreat  and  subsequent  small 
spiritual-support  groups  of  “graduates" 
similar  to  the  old  Wesleyan  class  meet¬ 
ings 

Three  groups  seek  unity 

It  may  become  a  key  aid  for  helping 
the  Uniting  Church  of  Australia  achieve 
more  unity  among  its  Methodist.  Presby¬ 
terian  and  Congregationalist  elements, 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  Wood  of  the  Upper 
Room  section  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 


The  Upper  Room  section,  which 
includes  the  publishing  of  the  worldwide, 
ecumenical  devotional  guide  by  the  same 
name,  created  and  oversees  the  Em¬ 
maus  program. 

After  seeing  the  first  Emmaus  retreats 
in  Australia  in  August,  “Some  of  the 
Uniting  Church  leaders  were  very 
excited,"  Mr.  Wood  said.  “The  uniting 
has  not  been  going  very  well.  They  said  if 
they  had  had  Emmaus  at  the  beginning, 
they  believe  they  could  have  healed  a  lot 
of  differences  that  have  made  uniting  so 
difficult.” 

At  the  three-day  Emmaus  retreat, 
participants  spend  24  hours  a  day  to¬ 
gether  listening  to  short  talks  on  the 
basic  tenets  of  Christianity,  discussing 
them  and  participating  in  various  exer¬ 
cises  designed  to  increase  their  appreci¬ 
ation  for  the  sacrament  of  Communion 
and  for  the  value  of  Christians  who  bring 
different  gifts  and  graces  into  a  fellow¬ 
ship  of  believers. 

In  the  United  States,  Emmaus 
programs  are  thriving  in  nearly  all  the  44 
annual  conferences  where  they’ve  been 
established,  Mr.  Wood  said. 


He  said  more  than  6,000  persons  have 
entered  the  Emmaus  program  this  year, 
bringing  the  total  to  more  than  20,000 
since  the  Upper  Room  began  it  in  1978. 

Enthused  persons  spread  it 

He  said  the  “Emmaus  community”  is 
spreading  to  other  continents  in  ways 
similar  to  its  spread  across  this  nation  — 
by  enthusiastic  individuals  who’ve 
“made  a  Walk  to  Emmaus”  and  who 
move  or  return  to  a  locale  where  there  is 
no  program. 

The  new  Australian  program  is  the 
result  of  an  Australian  psychiatrist's 
visiting  Christ  UMC  in  Memphis  were  the 
Rev  Maxie  Dunnam  is  pastor.  Mr. 
Dunnam,  a  former  head  of  the  Upper 
Room,  persuaded  the  psychiatrist  to 
“Make  a  Walk,”  Mr.  Wood  said.  The 
psychiatrist  went  back  to  Australia  and 
pressed  for  starting  Emmaus  there. 

Mr  Wood  said  the  Upper  Room  took  34 
American  Emmaus  graduates  to  Aus¬ 
tralia  last  August  They  were  from  all 
across  the  country,  and  none  had  worked 
together  previously.  They  led  27  Aus¬ 
tralian  men  and  34  women  in  separate 
weekend  retreats  Most  persons  in 


attendance  were  members  of  the  Uniting 
Church. 

“We  are  going  back  to  lead  the  second 
round  in  April,"  Mr.  Wood  said.  But  only 
about  10  Americans  will  be  needed  this 
time,  he  said.  As  is  typical  in  U.S. 
Emmaus  communities,  most  leadership 
at  the  retreats  will  come  from  local 
persons  who  previously  have  attended. 

Mr.  Wood  said  a  former  Upper  Room 
editor  in  Brazil  who  is  starting  a  United 
Methodist  Portuguese  congregation  in 
Connecticut  is  the  impetus  behind  pre¬ 
paring  Emmaus  materials  for  Brazil. 

“We  think  Brazil  is  a  very  good  place 
for  Emmaus  because  of  the  big  response 
to  the  Portuguese  edition  of  the  Upper 
Room  and  because  there  is  real  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  spiritual  formation  there,”  Mr. 
Wood  said 

Most  Emmaus  programs  are  run  by 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  or 
congregations  and  are  required  to  be  of¬ 
fered  on  an  ecumenical  basis,  he  said. 

He  said  one  main  benefit  coming  out  of 
the  Emmaus  program  is  that  lay  persons 
and  ministers  are  being  helped  to  sort  out 
their  distinctive  roles  in  a  congregation 
so  they  aren’t  competing. 


“And  I  am  thrilled  by  John  Wesley 
When  he'd  be  thrown  out  of  the  churches 
by  Anglican  priests  for  preaching  about 
social  injustice,  he  would  go  preach  in 
the  jails.  Wesley  was  a  pioneer  in  social 
reform.” 

Mr.  Colson  spent  seven  months  in  fed¬ 
eral  prison  following  his  conviction  for 
participating  in  the  Watergate  coverup 
during  the  Nixon  administration  He  ob¬ 
served  during  his  incarceration  that 
ministers  from  various  denominations 
making  rounds  at  the  prison  received 
more  laughs  from  the  inmates  than  they 
made  converts  of  them. 

The  inmates  interpreted  these  visits  as 
the  ministers  coming  to  feather  their  de¬ 
nominational  nests  and  were  offended  by 
it,  he  said. 

“As  the  United  Methodists  work  with 
Prison  Fellowship,  they  will  join  other 
Christians  and  present  a  unified  front." 

Some  600  United  Methodist  local 
churches  have  some  form  of  prison  or 
jail  ministry,  according  to  the  Rev.  Ray 
Sells,  the  Board  of  Discipleship  execu¬ 
tive  who  is  coordinating  the  prison  min¬ 
istry  project. 
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Jimmy  Carter  to  get 


reveals  ‘anxious’ Niebuhr 


By  JEAN  CAFFE Y  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  A  previously  unpub¬ 
lished  article  by  the  influential  theo¬ 
logian  Reinhold  Niebuhr  —  a  moving 
personal  reflection  on  the  changes  in 
his  life  caused  by  a  crippling  stroke  — 
has  been  published  by  the  liberal 
Protestant  weekly  Christian  Century. 

Niebuhr,  who  died  in  1971  shortly 
before  his  79th  birthday,  wrote  the 
piece,  titled  “A  View  of  Life  from  the 
Sidelines,”  in  about  1967,  according  to 
his  wife,  Ursula  Niebuhr,  of  Stock- 
bridge,  Mass.,  who  discovered  the 
manuscript  among  her  husband’s 
papers  after  his  death. 

Niebuhr,  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
influential  social  ethicists  of  the  20th 
century,  was  on  the  faculty  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  City 
for  the  major  part  of  his  career,  from 
1929  until  1960. 

Disliked  pacifism 

He  was  for  several  years  a  contrib¬ 
uting  editor  of  the  Chicago-based 
Christian  Century,  and  his  articles 
appeared  frequently  in  the  journal  in 
the  ’20s  and  ’30s.  According  to  the 
Century’s  executive  editor,  Dean 
Peerman,  the  theologian’s  relationship 
with  the  Century  was  broken  off  in  the 
late  1930s,  because  Niebuhr  strongly 
disagreed  with  the  “neutralist,  isola¬ 
tionist,  semi-pacifist  position”  on  the 
approaching  war  held  by  Charles 
Clayton  Morrison,  the  Century’s  editor 
from  1908  until  1947. 

Niebuhr,  along  with  noted  social 
ethicist  John  Bennett,  founded  the  New 
York-based  journal  Christianity  and 
Crisis  in  1941  in  reaction  to  the 
Century’s  pacifist  stand  and  as  a 
vehicle  for  promoting  the  two  theo¬ 
logians’  views  supporting  U.S.  involve¬ 
ment  in  World  War  II  as  necessary  to 
combat  Nazism. 

“After  a  hiatus  of  several  years,” 
Niebuhr  resumed  writing  for  the 
Century,  “and  then  wrote  quite  a  bit 


later,  but  never  with  the  same  fre¬ 
quency,”  said  Mr.  Peerman. 

Managing  editor  Linda-Marie  Delloff 
told  Religious  News  Service  that 
Niebuhr  wrote  more  articles  published 
in  the  Century  than  any  other  writer  in 
the  magazine’s  history,  other  than  full¬ 
time  staff  members. 

Ursula  Niebuhr,  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view,  said  she  had  read  excerpts  of  the 
unpublished  manuscript  to  an  audience 
of  120  persons  at  a  dinner  in  her  honor  in 
London  last  September,  during  an  aca¬ 
demic  conference  on  her  husband’s 
work  organized  by  British  theologian 
Richard  Harries,  dean  of  King’s 
College,  London. 

“I  read  a  few  bits  from  the  piece  and 
they  liked  it  enormously,”  and  encour¬ 
aged  its  publication,”  she  said.  “But  I 
thought  in  all  fairness  it  should  be  pub¬ 
lished  here  ( in  the  United  States )  first.  I 
thought  it  should  be  given  a  chance  of 
meeting  the  world  in  which  he  moved 
and  worked.” 

Mrs.  Niebuhr  said  she  did  not  know 
whether  her  husband  had  intended  the 
piece  for  publication.  She  recalled  that 
at  that  time  in  his  life,  having  suffered 
disabling  strokes,  he  wrote  at  an 
electric  typewriter,  “using  one  finger  of 
one  hand. 

“It  was  left,  not  exactly  as  a  last  will 
and  testament,”  she  said,  but  perhaps 
as  some  kind  of  “last  word.  He  was  75.” 

Helplessness  intruded 

In  the  1967  article,  Niebuhr  writes, 
“Perhaps  the  simile  ‘from  the 
sidelines’  is  inadequate  to  describe  the 
contrast  between  my  rather  too  hectic 
activities  as  a  member  of  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary  faculty;  as 
weekly  circuit  rider  preaching  every 
Sunday  in  the  colleges  of  the  east,  and 
as  a  rather  polemical  journalist  who 
undertook  to  convert  Protestantism 
from  its  perfectionist  illusions  in  the 
interventionist  political  debates  at  a 
time  when  Hitler  threatened  the  whole 
of  Western  culture  —  and  the  inactivity 
and  helplessness  I  experienced  after 


STOCKBR1DGE,  Mass.  —  In  this  photo,  theologian  Reinhold 
Niebuhr  receives  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  Merit  from  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany.  He  was  cited  for  advocating  a  humane  approach 
to  post-war  Germany  during  the  last  days  of  World  War  II. 

His  wife,  Ursula,  looking  on,  recently  released  an  article  the  famed 
American  theologian  wrote  shortly  before  his  death  in  1971  (see 
accompanying  article). 

my  stroke.” 

It  was  an  embarrassment  to  him, 

Niebuhr  recalls,  that  he  lived  in  a  state 
of  anxiety  out  of  keeping  with  the  spirit 
of  a  famous  prayer  he  had  written, 
about  which  correspondents  frequently 
wrote  to  him. 

The  prayer,  used  by  the  old  Federal 
Council  of  Churches,  circulated  by 
military  chaplains,  and  adopted  by 
Alcoholics  Anonymous,  reads:  “God, 
give  us  grace  to  accept  with  serenity 
the  things  that  cannot  be  changed, 
courage  to  change  the  things  that 
should  be  changed,  and  the  wisdom  to 
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distinguish  the  one  from  the  other.” 

He  confessed  his  embarrassment  to 
his  physician,  who  assured  him,  “Don’t 
worry.  Doctors  and  preachers  are  not 
expected  to  practice  what  they 
preach." 

Niebuhr  writes  that  he  remained 
uncertain  whether  a  relaxing  of  his 
youthful  “polemical  attitudes”  came 
from  the  wisdom  of  maturity,  the 
distance  of  his  spectator’s  role,  or  his 
“increasing  awareness  of  the  strange 
mixture  of  good  and  evil  in  all  the 
causes  and  purposes”  he  had  once 
supported  or  opposed. 


Methodist  peace  award 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-The 
World  Methodist  Council  announced  here 
Jan.  2  that  its  1985  peace  award  will  go 
to  Jimmy  Carter,  former  president  of 
the  U.S. 

The  council's  general  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hale,  said  the  award  will  be 
presented  March  13  in  Cannon  Chapel  on 
the  campus  of  Candler  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  Emory  University,  in  Decatur,  Ga. 

Dr.  Hale  said  the  award  recognizes 
Mr.  Carter’s  "long  commitment  to  the 
goal  of  world  peace;  his  concern  for  in¬ 
creased  understanding  among  the  peo¬ 
ples  of  the  earth;  his  vision  evidenced 
through  establishment  of  the  Carter  Cen¬ 
ter  of  Emory  University  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  world  conflict;  his  work  with 
Habitat  for  Humanity,  which  sponsors 
projects  to  provide  low-cost  housing  for 
the  poor,  and  the  personal  example  of  his 
own  life  as  one  who  is  committed  to  ‘the 
things  that  make  for  peace.” 

The  March  13  ceremony  will  include 
official  presentation  by  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  chairman,  Bishop  William 
R.  Cannon,  and  Mr.  Carter’s  acceptance 
address. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  peace  award  has  been  des¬ 
ignated  to  an  American  citizen.  Previous 
awards  have  gone  to  persons  from  Afri- 


Jimmy  Carter 

ca,  Asia,  Europe  and  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  The  only  other  head  of  state  to 
receive  it  was  the  late  President  Anwar 
Sadat  of  Egypt. 

The  peace  award  is  given  periodically 
by  the  World  Methodist  Council,  which  is 
the  representative  world  body  of  64 
Methodist  and  related  united  churches  in 
90  countries  on  six  continents. 


Congregation  discovers 
what  ‘royalties’ feel  like 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

KINMUNDY,  Ill.  —  Manna  may  have 
dropped  from  Heaven  in  Biblical  days, 
but  the  black  gold  spewing  from  the 
ground  here  is  considered  by  some  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  just  as  much  a  Godsend. 

Especially  since  it’s  coming  from  land 
owned  for  30  years  by  Kinmundy  United 
Methodist  Church  —  a  170-member  rural 
charge  that  sits  in  the  middle  of  an  eco¬ 
nomically  struggling  farm  area  about  75 
miles  east  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Royalty  checks  from  the  190-acre  plot 
have  been  netting  the  church  close  to 


21  UMs  arrested  protesting  South  Africa 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK— Twenty-one  United 
Methodists  were  arrested  here  in  front 
of  the  office  of  the  South  African  consul¬ 


ate  on  Christmas  Eve  including  ten- 
year-old  Shana  Norberg-McClain,  the 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  George  McClain, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Methodist 
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Federation  for  Social  Action. 

The  Christmas  Eve  demonstration 
was  "an  appropriate  way  to  celebrate 
200  years  of  proclaiming  grace  and  free¬ 
dom,”  Mr  McClain,  one  of  the  arrested 
demonstrators,  said. 

Christmas  Eve  was  the  official  Bicen¬ 
tennial  celebration  day  of  American 
Methodism.  The  organization  which  Mr. 
McClain  heads  is  an  unofficial  caucus 
within  United  Methodism,  dating  to  the 
early  20th  century. 

The  carefully  planned  demonstration 
of  approximately  120  people  lasted  40 
minutes  before  22  of  them  locked  arms 
and  moved  in  front  of  the  doors  of  the 
downtown  Manhattan  building  singing 
"We  Shall  Overcome”  and  "Joy  to  the 
World.”  No  one  entered  the  building  as 
part  of  the  protest. 

The  demonstrators  were  charged  with 
disorderly  conduct  and  given  a  summons 
to  appear  in  court  Jan.  30,  1985.  They 
were  all  released  within  an  hour. 

The  demonstration  was  organized  by 
The  Rev.  Randy  Day,  superintendent  of 
the  New  York  annual  conference’s  Met¬ 
ropolitan  District.  Mr.  McClain  said  the 
demonstration  “helps  identify  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  fight  against 
apartheid."  Mr.  Day  had  been  arrested 
in  a  similar  protest  earlier  this  year  but 
was  not  among  those  arrested  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve. 

Speaking  to  the  protestors,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Clain  said,  “Methodism  at  its  best  has 
always  stood  against  structural  injus¬ 
tice.  John  Wesley  opposed  slavery  and  he 
would  stand  today  to  oppose  apartheid.” 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 

Conference  calls 
special  session 
on  hospital  sale 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan.— A  special  session  of 
the  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference  has 
been  called  by  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  for 
Feb.  1  in  Salina,  Kansas,  to  discuss  and 
vote  on  the  proposed  sale  of  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Medical  Center 
in  Wichita  (see  UMR,  Dec.  21). 

The  board  of  trustees  of  the  728-bed 
medical  center  voted  in  November  to 
sell  the  hospital  to  Hospital  Corporation 
of  America,  a  Nashville-based  for-profit 
health  care  management  group,  for  $265 
million. 

The  letter  of  intent  to  sell,  signed  at 
that  time  and  which  is  expected  to  be 
finalized  in  March,  has  been  met  by  con¬ 
troversy  from  United  Methodists  in  the 
state  who  contend  that  the  hospital  can¬ 
not  be  sold  without  approval  of  the  annu¬ 
al  conference. 

The  conference’s  legal  counsel,  Steve 
Childs,  said  he  was  at  first  uncertain 
whether  such  a  sale  needed  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  conference  since  51  per¬ 
cent  of  the  hospital’s  board  of  trustees  is 
made  up  of  conference-approved  United 
Methodists. 

He  now  contends  that  such  a  sale  re¬ 
quires  approval  of  the  entire  conference. 

Bishop  Hicks  in  early  December  ap¬ 
pointed  a  special  task  force  of  clergy 
and  lay  people  to  study  ramifications  of 
the  sale.  Their  report  is  expected  to  be 
made  public  at  the  special  called  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  800-member  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  -SUSAN  CARROLL 


Nurse  one  of  four  going  to  Ethiopia 
NEW  YORK  —  Edith  Zukose  Wald  of  Rye,  N.Y.,  is  one  of  four  nurses  being 
sent  to  Ethiopia  by  Church  World  Service  to  work  in  feeding  centers.  Reared 
in  a  United  Methodist  home,  this  mother  of  four  grown  children  teaches 
parent-child  nursing  at  Lehman  College  and  counsels  people  on  death  and 
dying.  The  nurses  were  introduced  at  prayer  service  for  the  Ethiopian 
people  in  New  York’s  Interchurch  Center  Dec.  21.  Among  those  participating 
was  Bishop  Philip  Cousin,  president,  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 

Christ.  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  ARCHIE  HAMILTON 


the  church  today 


South  Central  jurisdiction 
director  to  retire 

DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  S.  Duane  Bruce, 
executive  director  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  has 
announced  his  plans  to  retire  Sept.  30, 
1985. 

He  has  served  as  executive  director 
since  1973.  He  had  been  a  pastor,  district 
superintendent  and  council  director  in 
the  Northwest  Texas  conference,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  member  since  1942. 

UMC’s  black  caucus 
selects  new  executive 

ATLANTA  —  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  Inc.  —  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  black  caucus  group  —  has  selec¬ 
ted  Carolyn  M.  Anderson  as  its  news  exec¬ 
utive  director. 

Ms.  Anderson,  38,  will  begin  her  duties 
in  Spring  1985.  She  has  been  on  the  East 
Ohio  conference  staff  since  1981  and 
before  that  was  a  director  of  Christian 
education  for  four  black  churches. 

BMCR  officials  said  the  group’s  search 
for  a  new  national  headquarters  remains 
unresolved.  A  decision  by  BMCR 
directors  is  expected  by  mail  ballot  in 
early  1985. 

Methodists,  Catholics 
continue  world  dialogue 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  The  joint 
dialogue  group  between  the  World 


Methodist  Council  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  met  here  recently  at  the 
council’s  headquarters. 

This  latest  in  the  bilateral  conver¬ 
sations  centered  on  the  role  of  church 
leadership  in  the  quest  for  Christian 
unity. 

An  official  report  on  the  work  of  this 
dialogue  group  will  be  presented  to  the 
Vatican  Secretariat  for  Promoting  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  to  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  next  meeting  in  July  1986  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya. 


Average  Catholics  support 
leaders,  survey  suggests 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  (RNS)  -  Despite 
much  talk  in  recent  years  about  a  crisis 
of  authority  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  a  new  sociological  study 
suggests  that  today’s  rank-and-file 
Catholics  support  the  direction  of  the 
church  in  the  last  two  decades  and 
believe  their  leaders  have  a  right  to 
make  decisions  on  key  moral  and  social 
questions. 

The  study,  based  on  in-depth  question¬ 
naires  collected  in  a  scientific  survey  of 
361  Catholic  parishioners  in  the 
Indianapolis  Archdiocese,  found  that,  if 
anything,  Catholic  parishioners  have 
more  respect  for  their  leaders  and 
confidence  in  their  ability  to  make  good 
decisions  than  was  the  case  in  the  days 
prior  to  the  Second  Vatican  Council. 


$10,000  a  month  since  oil  was  struck  in 
May.  Until  just  a  few  months  earlier  the 
land  had  been  good  mainly  for  growing 
corn. 

$10,000  was  the  typical  monthly 
amount  until  recently.  Now,  with  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  another  well,  that  figure  has 
doubled,  and  church  members  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  decide  what  to  do  with  the 
bucks. 

"This  hasn’t  been  as  much  fun  as  it 
might  sound,”  the  Rev.  John  Hartleroad 
says.  "At  first  I  was  really  excited  that 
we  were  going  to  be  able  to  expand  our 
ministry  and  do  a  lot  of  things  we  hadn’t 
been  able  to,”  he  said. 

But  church  members  have  differing 
opinions  on  how  the  money  ought  to  be 
spent,  and  Mr.  Hartleroad  sits  right  in 
the  middle,  trying  to  minister  to  persons 
on  both  sides. 

Some  church  members  say  the  money 
ought  to  be  invested,  drawing  interest 
for  special  projects  and  fixing  up  the  80- 
year-old  red  brick  church.  Others  want 
to  start  using  the  money  right  away  for 
church-related  projects. 

While  church  members  ponder  how 
the  money  ought  to  be  used,  the  ultimate 
decision  will  be  made  by  the  administra¬ 
tive  board  after  the  first  of  the  year.  Mr. 
Hartleroad  thinks  there’s  enough  money 
coming  in  to  do  “some  of  both.” 

So  far,  the  church  has  made  “a  couple 
of  small  donations,"  Mr.  Hartleroad 
says,  including  a  $5,000  contribution  to 
the  Southern  Illinois  conference  retreat 
center. 

"This  is  a  good  church.  It’s  not  the 
kind  that  has  to  have  bazaars  and  bake 
sales  to  raise  money,”  Mr.  Hartleroad 
says.  They’ve  always  paid  100  percent  of 
their  apportionments,  he  adds,  and  giv¬ 
ing  hasn’t  slacked  off  even  though 
members  are  well  aware  of  what  the 
church  is  receiving  each  month  from  the 
oil  royalties. 

Meanwhile,  extensive  media  attention 
from  Associated  Press,  United  Press  In¬ 
ternational,  the  New  York  Times  and 
NBC  Nightly  News  has  brought  a  flood 
of  pleas  from  churches  and  individuals 
who  see  the  church  as  a  likely  benefactor. 


VIDEO 


TEACHING 


TAPES 


FOR  CHURCH  •  HOME  STUDY  •  CHURCH  SCHOOL 


DR  JIMMY  BUSKIRK 
DR  ROBERT  COLEMAN 
DR  ANDREW  GALLMAN 
DR  DENNIS  KINLAW 
DR  KENNETH  KINGHORN 
DR  ROY  RYAN 
DR  TOMMY  TYSON 
DR  ROSS  WHETSTONE 
-AND  OTHERS 

A  UNITED  METHODIST  VIDEO  TAPE  MINISTRY 
WRITE  |  VIDEO  LEADERSHIP  MINISTRIES 

FOR  PO  BOX  98S  STARKVILLE.  MS  397S9 

8ROCHURE  I  TELEPHONE  1601)  323  78S7 


FULL  TIME  LOCAL  Pastor  needs  to  relocate  for 
husband's  health.  Now  preaching  full  time.  Need  full 
time  work.  Would  consider  part-time.  Skills: 
preaching,  home  and  hospital  visitation,  premarital, 
other  counseling,  music  —  choirs,  piano,  limited 
organ.  Possible  CED,  retreats.  Full  resume, 
references  available.  Write  or  call  Dorothy  M.  Boles, 
502  Columbia  St.,  St.  Marys.  OH  45885.  Phone:  (419) 
394-202S. 


CLASSIFIED 


THEOLOGY:  CANDLER  SCHOOL  of  Theology, 
Emory  University,  invites  applications  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Advanced  Professional 
Studies  This  administrative/faculty  appointment 
entails  leadership  of  the  D.  Min.  and  other  advanced 
professional  degrees,  and  one-half  time  teaching 
some  area  of  the  curriculum.  Particular  attention 
will  be  given  to  candidates  with  competence  in  the 
field  of  Church  leadership  and  Administration.  A 
three-year  renewable  term  is  anticipated,  but  both 
term  and  academic  rank  are  negotiable  depending 
upon  the  candidate's  experience  and  qualifications!^ 
Deadline:  February  1,  1985.  Send  resume  or  direct 
inquiries  to  Prof.  Gene  M.  Tucker,  Chair.  Search 
Committee,  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  GA  30322.  Emory  University  is 
Equal  Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action 
Employer. 


1850  MEMBER  GROWING  suburban  church  in  Ft 
Lauderdale,  FL  seeks  full-time  person  with  degree  in 
Christian  Education  and  experience.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  and  picture  to  Plantation 
United  Methodist  Church  at  1001  NW  70th  Avenue, 
Plantation,  FL  33313. 


WEST  SIDE  ECUMENICAL  Ministry,  an  agency 
devoted  to  urban  ministry  seeks  an  Executive 
Director  with  experience  in  the  local  church, 
management  and  budgeting;  with  skills  in  staff 
leadership  and  public  relations.  Good  opportunity  for 
visionary  leader  with  prophetic  socio-economic 
analysis.  Salary  negotiable.  Write  or  call  Sr.  Carol 
English  2007  W  65th  St.,  Cleveland.  OH  44102;  (216) 
961-1550.  Deadline:  March  15. 
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It  is  Predicted  that  7  Million  More 
May  die  in  Africa  from  hunger! 

Send  your  Contribution  Now  To 
The  Conference  Treasurer 
527  North  Blvd..  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 
Label  it  ‘Hunger  Relief  in  Africa'  No.  982100-4 

( Line  6000  on  the  Treasurer’s  Report  F orm ) 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


The  Louisiana  Area  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  consists  of  the  entire  state  of 
Louisiana  and  part  of  Texas. 

Just  recently,  I  learned  that  we  have 
one  church  across  the  state  line  in  Texas, 
and  I  am  very  proud  of  that.  I  shall 
continue  to  make  much  of  that  fact, 
especially  with  Bishop  Oliphint. 

I  haven’t  been  there,  yet,  but  it  must  be 
a  very  good  church  to  deserve  the  honor 
of  being  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
We  are  very  careful  about  what  churches 


we  allow  to  “cross  the  line”  into  our 
Conference. 


Which  leads  me  to  say  that  “I  am  con¬ 
stantly  amazed  and  gratified  by  the 
vitality,  strength,  and  commitment  to 
ministry  and  mission  among  the  con¬ 
gregations  of  our  state.” 

My  fervent  prayer  is  that  each  congre¬ 
gation,  and  every  clergy  family,  will 
experience  a  blessed  New  Year. 


87th  Anniversary  Celebrated 
By  Former  EUB  Church 


Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jennings,  the  former  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church,  celebrated  its  87th  anniversary  in  November.  Participating  in  the  special 
service  were  Rev.  J.  D.  Strozier,  pastor,  on  the  left;  Kate  Ostrand,  a  member  of  the 
Jennings  Church,  center;  and  surprise  guest  Jim  Batchelor,  of  Lake  Charles,  right, 
who  portrayed  John  Wesley. 

The  church  was  organized  in  1897  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Church,  whose  family  came  from 
Des  Moines,  Iowa  by  covered  wagon,  at  the  request  of  the  Kyle  family  who  had  known 
them  in  Iowa.  The  original  church  was  built  in  1902  and  the  present  sanctuary  in  1962. 

Mrs.  Clara  Ford,  95,  shared  her  memories  with  the  church.  She  came  to  Jennings  in 
1902  from  Westfield,  Indiana  and  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  church  since  its 
early  days.  (Photo,  courtesy  Jennings  Daily  News). 


International  Lesson  Series 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 
John  6:35,  41-54 

Today’s  lesson  is  based  on  the  feeding 
of  the  5,000.  Faced  with  the  death  of 
friend  and  cousin,  John  the  Baptist, 
Jesus  tries  to  withdraw  (Matt.  14:13).  It 
is  a  time  to  mourn.  But  the  crowd  follows 
Jesus  and  the  disciples.  Instead  of  it 
ministering  to  him  at  his  time  of  sorrow, 
Jesus  has  compassion  on  the  crowd.  Just 
as  he  did  at  the  wedding  in  Cana,  Jesus 
performs  an  extravagant  miracle.  The 
crowd  of  5,000  men  (plus  women  and 
children)  is  fed,  with  12  baskets  of  food 
left  over.  God  is  like  that,  caring  in 
extravagant  ways  for  humanity!  But  the 
crowd  misunderstands.  They  try  to  make 
Jesus  a  king,  a  political  messiah.  Many 
scholars  believe  that  the  feeding  of  the 
5,000  becomes  the  symbolic  description 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper  as  a  messianic 
meal. 

The  miracle  of  Jesus  walking  on  water 
follows  the  feeding  of  the  multitude.  The 
miracle  is  a  sign  that  Jesus  is  more  than 
an  earthly  king;  he  is  ruler  over  all 
nature. 

“How  did  you  get  here?”  asks  the 
crowd.  Like  his  answer  to  the  Samaritan 
woman,  Jesus  does  not  reply  to  the 
question.  He  challenges  them  not  to  seek 
after  perishable  food  for  their  stomachs, 
but  seek  after  food  that  gives  eternal  life. 
The  people  ask  what  work  they  must  do 
to  gain  eternal  life?  Jesus  responds  that 
salvation  is  not  earned  by  being  good  or 
religious.  It  is  by  faith  in  Jesus,  sent  by 
God. 

The  people  ironically  ask  for  a  sign  so 
that  they  can  believe  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 
Have  they  so  quickly  forgotten  the  sign  of 
feeding  the  multitude?  Can  Jesus  give 
them  a  sign  like  manna  which  Moses 
gave  the  Hebrews  in  the  wilderness? 
They  are  only  thinking  in  physical  terms. 

Jesus  moves  from  bread  as  a  symbol  to 
describing  himself  as  the  reality  of  God’s 
presence,  “I  am  the  bread  of  life.”  “I 
fulfill  all  of  humanity’s  spiritual  needs. 


I  am  not  here  on  my  own  account,  but 
because  God  sends  me  to  feed  his 
children  with  true  bread  giving  them 
eternal  life.  The  way  to  receive  it  is  by 
belief  or  faith,  and  even  here  God 
activates  the  belief.” 

The  Jews  only  heard  the  literal 
meaning  of  Jesus’s  statement  that  the 
people  must  eat  his  flesh  and  drink  his 
blood.  Jesus  meant  it  spiritually  in  the 
way  we  take  communion  today.  He 
instructs  the  people,  “unless  you  partake 
spiritually  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the 
Son  of  God,  you  cannot  have  the  food  of 
eternal  life.  That  is  the  only  heavenly 
food  given  to  humanity.  I  am  sent  by  the 
Father  because  God  desires  to  make  the 
way  of  salvation  known;  so  the  one  who 
partakes  of  my  strength  will  live  because 
of  me.” 

The  response  of  the  crowd  was  to  fall 
away  even  those  who  had  been  described 
as  disciples.  Now  only  the  twelve  will 
remain  with  Jesus  for  the  rest  of  the 
Gospel. 


Deaths 

Nathaniel  Hawthrone  Melbert  died 
Wednesday,  December  26, 1984  at  the  age 
of  93.  He  received  his  B.S.  degree  from 
Centenary  College  in  1960.  As  pastor,  he 
retired  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans  in  1960.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  two  children,  Shirley  and 
James,  and  his  wife,  Ethel. 

Mrs.  Emma  Moore  died  Tuesday, 
December  25  at  the  age  of  83.  She  was  the 
surviving  spouse  of  the  late  Rev.  Colum¬ 
bus  Moore  who  served  in  the  Oklahoma 
Conference.  Mrs.  Moore  was  a  member 
of  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans. 

Lena  O.  Sibley,  78,  wife  of  retired  Con¬ 
ference  member,  Rev.  Pleasant  W. 
Sibley,  Sr.,  died  December  7,  1984.  They 
resided  in  Walker,  La. 


Input  Sought  For  National 
Older  Adult  Ministries 


“Lord,  make  me  an  instrument.... 
where  there  is  doubt,  [let  me  sow]  faith!’ 

St  Francis  of  Assisi 


Summer  Staff  Positions  Open 
For  Mountain  T.O.P.  Project 


Mountain  T.O.P. ,  a  Christian  mission 
project  in  the  Cumberland  Mountains  of 
Tennessee,  and  a  mission  agency  of  the 
UM  church,  is  now  accepting  applications 
for  its  summer  staff  positions.  There  are 
openings  for  37  young  adults  on  the 
Service  Project  staff  and  for  6  young 
adults  on  the  Day  Camp  Mission  Project 
staff. 

Both  the  Service  Project  and  the  Day 
Camp  Mission  Project  are  mission 
opportunities  for  church  youth  groups 
which  come  to  the  Cumberland 
Mountains  to  either  provide  home  repair 
services  for  local  low-income  families  or 
to  provide  Day  Camp  experiences  for 
local  children.  The  summer  staff  for  both 
the  Service  Project  and  the  Day  Camp 
Mission  Project  spend  the  summer 
facilitating  these  experiences  for  the 
participating  church  youth  groups. 

The  summer  Service  Project  staff 
works  in  a  local  Cumberland  Mountain 
community  setting  up  the  home  repair 
projects  for  the  participating  church 
youth  group  volunteers.  During  the 
actual  Service  Project  weeks  while  the 


church  groups  are  here,  the  Service 
Project  staff  helps  to  supervise  the  home 
repair  projects,  gather  materials  for  the 
projects,  raise  local  donations  for  the 
purchase  of  materials,  and  to  lead 
programming  with  the  camp  community 
such  as  sharing,  recreation,  and  worship 
each  day  the  church  groups  are  here. 
Qualifications  are  a  love  for  the  Lord  and 
ability  to  express  that  love,  completion  of 
high  school  with  some  college  preferred, 
construction  skills  a  plus  but  not 
mandatory,  program  skills  such  as 
leading  recreation,  worship  and  group 
discussions  are  a  definite  help. 

The  Day  Camp  Mission  Project  staff 
works  in  a  local  Cumberland  Mountain 
community  lining  up  the  children  to 
participate  in  the  Day  Camp  programs. 
In  addition,  the  staff  helps  to  raise 
scholarship  money  locally  to  help  send 
the  children  to  camp. 

Applications  can  be  obtained  by 
writing:  Jan  Bell,  Box  128,  Altamont,  TN 
37301,  (615  )  692-3999.  Salaries  range  from 
$1,100  to  $1,600  plus  room  and  board  for  10 
weeks  of  summer  service. 


Discover  Centenary’  Events  Upcoming 

United  Methodist  students  from  the  Shreveport,  Huston,  and  Monroe 
Districts  walk  with  John  Lambert,  director  of  admissions  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege.  to  "Discover  Centenary"  events.  The  day  at  the  College  is  designed  to 
give  Methodist  high  school  juniors  and  seniors  a  close-up  look  at  life  at  Cen¬ 
tenary.  Students  from  the  other  districts  will  attend  Jan.  31-Feb.  1  and  Feb. 
7-8.  For  more  information,  students  and  parents  may  call  Centenary’s 
Office  of  Admissions,  (318)  869*5131 .  There  is  still  time  to  register. 


A  Task  Force  on  Older  Adult 
Ministries  was  constituted  by  the 
1984  General  Conference  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  George  R. 
Schurman,  of  Shreveport,  who  was 
elected  to  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  at 
their  recent  meeting  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  has  been  named  by  the 
Board  as  their  representative  to  the 
Older  Adult  Task  Force.  He  was  one 
of  25  members  named,  who  are 
responsible  to  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM)  and  will 
study  and  listen  to  problems  and 
needs  of  older  adults  and  report 
back  to  the  1988  General 
Conference. 

According  to  Mr.  Schurman,  some 
of  the  rationale  for  looking  at  older 
adult  ministries  is  as  follows. 

Older  adults  constitute  the  fastest 
growing  age  group  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Census  estimates  are  that  the 
percentage  of  the  U.S.  population 
over  65  years  of  age  will  increase 
from  11.3  percent  to  21.1  percent 
between  1980  and  2030. 

At  the  present  time,  43  percent  of 
the  membership  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  55  years  of  age  or 
older. 


It  is  estimated  that  the  percentage 
of  United  Methodists  who  are  60 
years  of  age  or  older  will  exceed  50 
percent  by  the  year  2000. 

The  vitality  of  the  church  also 
depends  upon  the  empowerment  and 
full  participation  of  this  rapidly 
growing  constituent  group  of  the 
denomination,  who  do  not  now  have 
an  intentional  voice  in  planning  and 
program  formation  for  their  age 
group. 

Since  there  is  no  organizational 
structure  at  present  that  has 
specific  responsibilities  for  ministry 
with,  by  and  for  older  persons,  the 
National  Consultation  of  Older 
Adults  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  called  attention  to  the 
urgent  need  for  identifying  and 
strengthening  an  intentional  and 
coordinated  ministry  for  older 
adults. 

Thus,  the  Task  Force  on  Older 
Adult  Ministries  was  approved  and 
will  hold  its  first  meeting  this 
month. 

Mr.  Schurman  requests  that  older 
adults  of  Louisiana  United 
Methodism  share  their  needs  and 
concerns  with  him,  as  well  as  input 
for  positive  programs.  His  address 
is:  George  R.  Schurman,  6025  North 
Lakeshore  Drive,  Shreveport,  La. 
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Methodist  Church  Policy  Committee  discuss  community  to  be  received  on  Sunday.  Feb  1 7.  1985  .  rry. 


Study  of  Methodism  Given  As 
Bicentennial  Program  at  Shangaloo 


As  part  of  their  bicentennial  celebration,  the  Shangaloo  United  Methodist  Church 
featured  a  study  on  Methodism.  The  presenters  were:  Idelle  Simms,  on  the  left  above, 
presenting  a  bowl  of  soup  to  pastor  Louis  Coppage,  Jan  Modisette  and  Rachel 
Boucher.  Maryln  Malone,  not  shown,  was  the  other  leader.  A  soup  supper  followed  the 
bicentennial  presentation. 


So  far,  two  Lectionary  Series  for 
COCU/Roman  Catholic  Year  B  have 
been  beamed  up  and  down  on  satellite. 
Dr.  John  Holbert’s  highly  successful 
Advent  series  was  telecast  on  November 
20,  and  has  already  shown  a  considerable 
increase  in  viewers  over  last  year.  On 
December  18,  Dr.  John  Rogers  Christ¬ 
mas  —  Early  Epiphany  series  was  put  up 
on  satellite,  with  additional  copies  of  the 
program  on  videotape,  which  are  being 
used  in  communities  where  there  are  no 
“dishes.” 

On  Tuesday,  January  15,  on  Westar  IV, 
channel  12  (H)  from  9:00  a.m.  to  11:00 
a.m.,  Rev.  William  G.  Thompson,  S.  J., 
the  Catholic  Presenter  will  use  the  Mark 
1  lections  for  the  remainder  of  Epiphany. 
Father  Thompson’s  Advent  series  in  1983 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  received  and 
the  LIC  Committee  stated  that  they  were 
fortunate  to  again  have  his  scholarship 
available  to  the  clergy  of  the  state. 
Again,  Vfe  inch  VHS  copies  are  available 
through  Dr.  Jimmie  Stovall  at  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Interchurch  Conference  office  for 
those  communities  who  do  not  have 
access  to  satellite  communications. 

•  *  * 

The  International  Sunday  School 
Lessons  will  again  be  available,  starting 
with  the  March  quarter.  However,  at 
present  they  will  not  be  on  satellite  but  on 


TV 


Satellite 


Update 

video  tape.  They  may  be  ordered  through 
the  Conference  Office  and  will  be  on  a 
subscription  basis,  which  will  help  with 
the  cost  of  duplication  and  mailing.  The 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
partially  underwritten  the  production  of 
the  lessons  for  1985. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Magazine  TV  show  will  again  resume  in 
late  Summer.  However,  its  delivery 
system  will  change  from  satellite  to  local 
cable  systems,  on  which  it  can  be  placed. 
*  *  * 

New  Video  Programs  in  the  Resource 
Center:  ‘‘The  Investiture  of  a  Bishop,” 
covering  Bishop  Underwood’s 
investiture  at  the  Centroplex;  "Song  of 
The  Felicianas,”  shot  at  the  special  cele¬ 
bration  at  Old  Centenary,  Jackson,  La. 
features  original  music,  The  Baton 
Rouge  Symphony  and  the  Centenary 
College  Choir;  “My  Job,”  for  districts 
and  local  churches,  with  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  and  Dr. 
John  Braden;  "Planning  In  The  Local 
Church”  for  LC  Councils  on  Ministry, 
shot  at  Lake  Charles,  with  Dr.  Braden  as 
the  Presenter;  and  “Central  America.” 
with  Dr.  Phil  Wheaton  and  Sister  Gay 
Redman,  both  returned  missionaries 
from  this  troubled  part  of  the  world. 


Martin  To  Head  Alums  At  Centenary 


Anita  Cleaver  Martin  has  been  named 
director  of  alumni  relations  at  Centenary 
College. 

A  1980  graduate  of  Centenary,  she 
earned  her  B.A.  in  Christian  Education. 
During  her  senior  year,  she  served  as 
director  of  Christian  Education  at  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  where  she  had 
also  served  as  pianist  and  youth  director. 
Mrs.  Martin  worked  as  an  admissions 
counselor  in  Centenary's  Office  of 
Admissions,  and  was  later  named  assis¬ 


tant  director  of  admissions  and  then  as 
Church  Careers  Program  assistant. 

As  director  of  alumni  relations,  she 
will  continue  the  established  alumni 
programs  including  Homecoming  (Feb. 
9)  and  Alumni  Weekend  (June  21-22)  as 
well  as  help  develop  a  much-needed 
program  in  alumni  admissions. 

She  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  and 
in  her  leisure  time  enjoys  reading, 
poetry,  writing,  music,  cooking  and 
needlework. 
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How  can  we  best  oppose  apartheid? 

What  infill  1  ^  Il'innAn  It  DaaaI  J.-i  r» •  ^ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


What  would  happen  if  President  Rea- 
gan  sent  the  following  message  to  South 
Africa's  leaders  regarding  that  nation’s 
system  of  legalized  racial  discrimina¬ 
tion-apartheid? 

"You’ve  had  it!  Unless  you  end  all  ban- 
nings,  detentions  and  denationalizing  of 
blacks,  the  cover  we  have  given  you 
against  the  hostility  of  the  world  will  be 
lifted." 

Using  these  exact  words  one  of  South 
Africa’s  most  respected  religious  lead¬ 
ers.  Anglican  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu, 
says  this  kind  of  pressure  exerted  by  the 
leader  of  the  world’s  most  powerful  na¬ 
tion  would  bring  an  official  end  to  apart¬ 
heid  “tomorrow.”  The  recent  Nobel 
Peace  prize  recipient  expressed  these 
views  in  a  sermon  at  the  Washington 
Cathedral  a  few  days  after  a  polite  but 
uneventful  private  visit  with  President 
Reagan  (see  UMR,  Jan.  4  and  articles 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Bishop  Tutu’s  timetable  may  be  some¬ 
what  exaggerated,  but  we  believe  his 
point  is  sound:  direct,  aggressive  opposi¬ 
tion  to  apartheid  by  this  country’s  top 
leader  probably  would  do  more  than 
anything  else  to  speed  the  demise  of  a 
system  that  denies  basic  human  rights  to 
millions  of  black  persons,  and  is  de¬ 
signed  to  keep  them  permanently  subju¬ 
gated  to  South  Africa’s  ruling  white 
minority. 

Bishop  Tutu’s  suggested  course  of  ac¬ 
tion  stands  in  stark  contrast  to  most  of 
this  country's  past  policies  toward  South 
Africa.  Until  recently,  our  government 
followed  a  "hands  off"  policy  on  the  pre¬ 
mise  that  apartheid  is  an  “internal  South 
African  matter”  in  which  the  U.S.  has  no 
right  to  interfere.  Further,  since  South 
Africa  is  “friendly"  toward  foreign  poli¬ 
cy  interests  of  the  United  States  and  oth¬ 
er  “free  world"  nations,  our  nation’s 
leaders  have  considered  it  important  to 
maintain  “friendly”  relations— even  if 
that  means  overlooking  repugnant  inter¬ 
nal  policies  such  as  apartheid. 

President  Reagan,  while  backing 
away  from  the  strong  human  rights  em¬ 
phasis  of  his  predecessor,  has  moved  a 
step  forward  from  a  "hands  off"  policy 
with  his  policy  of  "constructive  engage¬ 
ment.”  Under  this  policy,  the  U.S.  contin¬ 
ues  to  relate  to  South  Africa  as  a 
"friendly”  country  while  engaging  in 
quiet,  behind-the-scenes  efforts  to  per¬ 
suade  its  leaders  to  modify  their  racial 
policies. 

We  do  not  doubt  President  Reagan’s 


sincere  opposition  to  apartheid,  as  ex¬ 
pressed  in  a  Human  Rights  day  speech 
soon  after  his  visit  with  Bishop  Tutu.  We 
do  doubt  the  effectiveness  of  his  “con¬ 
structive  engagement"  policy,  however, 
for  two  reasons. 

First,  it  appears  to  be  based  on  the 
belief  that  South  Africa's  leaders  are 
committed  eventually  to  making  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  reforms  that  will  end 
apartheid.  The  new  South  African  consti¬ 
tution  as  well  as  numerous  statements 
by  South  African  leaders  clearly  indicate 
that  full  human  and  citizenship  rights 
will  never  be  given  voluntarily  to  that 
country’s  black  majority. 

Second,  our  government's  low-key,  all- 
but-invisible  opposition  to  apartheid  is 
grossly  inconsistent  with  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  aggressive,  outspoken  policies  for 
combatting  perceived  threats  to  free¬ 
dom  in  numerous  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Few  Americans  would  intentionally 
support  a  system  in  which  a  16  percent 
white  minority  of  the  population  controls 
the  government,  arbitrarily  excludes 
blacks  from  it  and  designates  87  percent 
of  the  land  as  areas  for  “whites  only.”  In 
our  view,  that  is  what  we  are  effectively 
doing  so  long  as  our  government  contin¬ 
ues  to  carry  on  "business  as  usual”  rela¬ 
tions  with  South  Africa. 

As  Christians,  we  find  it  morally  im¬ 
possible  to  support  a  policy  that  appears 
to  tolerate  the  systematic  denial  of  basic 
human  rights  for  millions  of  South  Afri¬ 
cans  while  purporting  to  serve  the  best 
interests  of  the  “free  world.” 

Recent  public  demonstrations  by 
many  American  Christians  suggest  that 
a  growing  number  of  persons  in  this 
country  recognize  the  magnitude  of  evil 
done  by  apartheid,  and  desire  our  na¬ 
tion’s  leaders  to  take  a  stronger,  more 
direct  role  in  opposing  it. 

It  defies  the  laws  of  God  and  of  civi¬ 
lized  society  that  any  human  being 
should  be  treated  as  less  than  a  human 
being.  This  fact  alone  ensures  that  apart¬ 
heid  cannot  forever  be  maintained.  If  we 
do  not  choose  to  engage  in  effective,  rel¬ 
atively  peaceful  methods  of  discrediting 
and  dismantling  it,  this  result  eventually 
will  be  produced  by  violent  internal 
eruptions.  Should  that  occur,  our  nation’s 
leaders  and  citizens  rightly  would  share 
in  the  guilt  if  we  have  not  exerted  our 
best  possible  efforts  to  produce  a  more 
redemptive  result. 
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Actions ,  not  just  words ,  are 
needed  if  church  is  to  grow 
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MAPt  THUM,  BUT 
OW  HERB  JOB 
HAVE  A  POtftT 


By  WILLIAM  M.  EASUM 

We  United  Methodists  say  we  want  to 
grow,  but  so  far  our  actions  don’t  show 
it.  Our  system,  our  budgets  and  our  atti¬ 
tude  say  that  we  are  still  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  survival  than  with  growth. 

According  to  most  conference  Jour¬ 
nals,  a  large  percentage  of  our  present 
growth  comes  from  newly  established 
churches  and  larger  congregations  of 
over  1,000  members.  Therefore,  if  we 
are  serious  about  growth,  we  will:  (1)  de¬ 
velop  and  implement  a  consistent  meth¬ 
od  of  funding  and  starting  new  churches; 
and  (2)  increase  and  strengthen  the  num¬ 
ber  of  large  churches  over  1 ,000  members. 

The  itinerani  system  no  longer  ad¬ 
dresses  the  needs  and  challenges  of  our 
urban  society  where  people  are  extreme¬ 
ly  mobile.  In  a  rural,  stable  society,  the 
people  stayed  put  and  the  pastor  moved. 
Today  people  are  too  mobile  for  pastors 
to  be  moved  on  a  regular  basis. 

Lyle  Schaller  has  documented  that 
most  significant  events  occur  after  the 
eighth  year  of  a  pastor's  ministry.  Too 
many  pastors  are  moved  too  often  for 
signficant  trust  relationships  to  be  estab¬ 
lished.  It  is  the  establishment  of  trust 


relationships  that  allows  pastors  and 
churches  to  enter  into  significant  forms 
of  ministry. 

Our  appointive/seniority  system  does 
not  address  the  staffing  needs  of  larger 
churches.  Fifty  percent  of  all  United 
Methodists  are  found  in  13  percent  of 
the  churches.  Statistics  show  that  peo¬ 
ple  born  after  1940  tend  to  go  to  large 
churches.  Since  1970  large  churches  in 
United  Methodism  have  declined  from 
2,106  to  1,485.  If  we  are  serious  about 
growing,  we  need  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  large  churches. 

Our  system  does  not  recognize,  much 
less  encourage,  the  role  of  associate  pas¬ 
tor.  If  we  are  serious  about  church 
growth,  we  must  recognize  the  role  of  the 
associate  pastor  and  begin  doing  away 
with  our  present  "seniority”  system. 

Our  appointive  system  must  also  stop 
rewarding  pastors  who  devote  so  much 
time  to  conference  events  that  their  con¬ 
gregations  suffer.  The  local  congrega¬ 
tion  must  again  become  our  No.  1 
priority. 

According  to  Lyle  Schaller,  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  five  percent  of  a  church’s  budget 
ought  to  be  used  for  outreach  evange- 


Willlam  Easum 
lism.  If  growth  is  a  priority,  let  us  in¬ 
crease  district  missions  to  be  at  least 
5  percent  of  the  overall  apportionment 
to  the  local  churches,  and  put  it  on 
a  par  with  ministerial  pensions! 

Some  annual  conferences  have  taken  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  with  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  Council  on  Church  Revital¬ 
ization  and  Extension  or  similar  group. 
Still,  this  council  has  no  financial  basis 
from  which  to  establish  new  churches. 
Shares  in  missions  simply  won't  cut  it. 
The  time  has  come  for  us  to  get  serious 
with  our  pocketbooks. 

Our  attitude  must  change.  We  must 
rediscover  Wesley’s  passion  for  both  the 
physical  and  spiritual  needs  of  God’s 
creation.  Rather  than  apologizing  for 
growth  and  professions  of  faith,  we  must 
begin  to  work  for  the  spiritual  redemp¬ 
tion  of  God’s  people. 

We  United  Methodists  say  we  are  seri¬ 
ous  about  church  growth.  Then  let  our 
actions  speak  as  loudly  as  our  words.  Let 
us  change  our  system,  rearrange  our 
budgets  and  change  our  attitude. 

William  M.  Easum  is  pastor  of  the 
Colonial  Hills  UMC  in  San  Antonio,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Conference ). 


_  My  Witness 

It  you  love  surprises,  you’ll  really  love  God 


By  JOYCE  SMITH 
As  I  awakened,  I  glanced  out  the  bed¬ 
room  window  I  didn't  want  to  leave  the 
security  of  the  bed.  I  could  see  it  was  yet 
another  dull,  gray  morning.  Why  should  I 
bother  to  get  out  of  bed  and  face  a  long, 
empty  day?  Another  day  to  watch  televi¬ 
sion,  read  magazines  and  wander  from 
room  to  room  trying  to  occupy  the  time. 
Every  day  I  waited  for  nightfall  so  I 
could  crawl  back  in  bed  and  escape 
through  sleep. 

While  lying  in  bed,  I  willed  the  day  to 
pass  quickly.  I  could  hear  laughter.  My 
two  teen-age  children  and  my  husband 
were  laughing  as  they  prepared  break¬ 
fast.  I  knew  they  were  also  getting  ready 
for  church.  Sunday  morning  to  them  was 
a  happy  time.  Sunday  had  become  a  bad 
day  for  me.  The  family  was  home  and 
expected  me  to  communicate  with  them. 


I  wanted  only  to  be  left  alone. 

I  was  feeling  hurt  and  angry.  How 
dare  them!  Laughing  and  having  a  pleas¬ 
ant  breakfast.  Didn’t  they  know  how 
miserable  I  was?  I  stayed  in  bed  crying 
softly. 

Crying  was  the  one  thing  I  did  well 
lately.  I  was  jealous  of  my  children  and 
my  husband.  When  we  had  moved  to  this 
small  southwestern  town  six  months  ago, 
everyone  had  adjusted  quickly  but  me. 
My  husband  and  children  immediately 
fell  in  love  with  the  town  and  the  people. 
They  had  made  many  good  friends.  The 
children  were  delighted  with  the  school 
and  related  activities.  My  husband  was 
pleased  with  his  job  and  the  business 
community. 

At  first  I  tried  to  fit  into  the  communi¬ 
ty.  I  looked  for  a  job,  but  the  smallness 
of  the  town  had  not  offered  a  job  utiliz- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

COCU  coverage  draws  praise,  criticism 


To  the  Editor: 

These  are  a  few  comments  on  your 
coverage  of  the  recent  COCU  Plenary  by 
a  first-time  associate  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  delegation. 

First,  your  stories  in  the  Dec.  7 
and  14  issues  are  sound.  Stephen  L. 
Swecker  and  Jean  Caffey  Lyles  were  ac¬ 
curate  and  perceptive. 

Second,  your  editorial  comment  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  14)  raises  a  valid  issue.  That  is 
the  involvement  of  local  churches  in  the 
further  processes  of  considering  and  pos¬ 
sibly  ratifying  the  document  “In  Quest  of 
a  Church  of  Christ  Uniting." 

Third,  your  editorial  misses  one  point 
about  the  way  COCU  operates.  Each 
member  denomination  is  completely  in¬ 
dependent,  and  COCU  respects  that  fact. 
Thus  COCU  would  not  think  of  dictating 
to  each  church  the  specific  plan  for  rati¬ 
fying,  as  your  editorial  seems  to  expect. 
After  all,  each  denomination  cast  one 
unit  vote  in  support  of  the  resolution  on 
the  “Quest"  document.  Next  steps  are  up 
to  the  denominations  themselves. 

Fourth,  as  you  know,  in  Christian  unity 
matters  the  Book  of  Discipline  gives 
leadership  roles  to  our  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  and  the  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 
Knowing  several  of  the  former,  and  be- 
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ing  a  member  of  the  latter,  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  that  the  UMC  response  to  the 
"Quest”  document  will  appropriately  in¬ 
volve  local  churches,  clergy  and  laity,  as 
you  desire. 

Fifth,  as  a  lay  person  I  was  pleased 
that  the  COCU  action  came  in  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  year  of  American  Methodism. 
Here  were  four  Methodist  churches  of 
the  nine  COCU  members  —  AME, 
AMEZ,  CME  and  UMC.  All  contributed 
ably  to  the  COCU  discourse. 

Sixth,  the  UMC  delegation  —  dele¬ 
gates  and  associate  delegates  —  exhibit¬ 
ed  that  diversity  of  membership  that 
we  always  show  in  public:  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can,  Native  American,  Hispanic  Ameri¬ 
can,  Black  American,  as  well  as 
European  American;  men  and  women; 
lay  and  clergy  —  all  were  included.  And 
Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  in  the  UMC  denomi¬ 
national  meetings  before  he  cast  the 
UMC  unit  vote,  asked  each  of  us  to  share 
in  speaking  and  voting. 

Altogether,  COCU  took  an  important 
action,  which  will  have  important  conse¬ 
quences  as  the  member  churches  consid¬ 
er  the  “Quest”  document.  We  are  sure 
you  will  want  to  continue  to  “monitor” 
the  processes  of  COCU  and  other  Chris¬ 
tian  unity  organizations  in  which  the 
United  Methodist  Church  moves  and 
acts. 

Theodore  L.  Agnew 

Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

Editorial  had  two  errors 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  what  I  think  you  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  a  positive  encouragement  to  the 
Consultation  in  your  editorial  of  the  Dec. 

14  issue. 

But  at  two  points  you  were  in  error. 
First,  we  spent  most  of  the  decade  of  the 
’70s  and  early  ’80s  organizing  various 
worship  and  missional  “experiments”  at 
the  local  level,  spent  another  two  years 
learning  from  what  has  been  done,  and 
all  of  that  is  incorporated  into  the  “cov- 
enating”  approach  we  have  now  out¬ 
lined.  Thus  we  take  with  the  utmost  seri¬ 
ousness  the  “wisdom”  of  Christians  at 
the  local  church  level  —  that  is  where  our 
basic  learnings  of  the  ’70s  came  from! 
That  is  where  the  future  lies. 

A  second  error  is  this;  "COCU  has  no 
plan  to  insure  that  anyone  other  than  a 
few  selected  church  leaders  and  congre¬ 
gations  will  study  and  respond...”  On  the 
contrary,  each  church  will  now  develop 
its  own  plan,  so  that  this  document  will 
reach  every  seminary,  every  curriculum 
department,  every  pastor,  every  annual 
conference,  diocese,  presbytery,  general 
assembly  and,  if  we  are  successful,  ev¬ 
ery  congregation.  Our  goal  is  that  each 
communion  will  receive  it  as  an  "apos¬ 
tolic  faith”  statement,  and  for  that  to 
happen,  it  is  precisely  the  people  who 
need  to  receive  it! 

Thank  you  for  your  last  paragraph  — 
we  will  depend  on  papers  like  the  Re¬ 
porter  to  help  us  get  the  word  where  it 
needs  to  be  heard. 

Gerald  Moede 

Princeton,  New  Jersey 

Editorial  ‘ill-informed’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  extremely  disappointed  with 


your  ill-informed  and  out-of-date  editori¬ 
al  concerning  COCU  (see  UMR,  Dec.  14). 
Your  criticism  of  “top-down”  ecume; 
nism  was  a  poor  jibe  when  it  was  au 
courant  15  years  ago.  Now  it  is  plain 
silly. 

We  are  entering  a  new  era  of  excite¬ 
ment  about  ecumenical  conversations. 
The  “Quest”  document  in  which  COCU 
seeks  theological  consensus  is  the  fruit  of 
many  years  of  refinement,  as  Christians 
of  many  traditions  seek  a  common  lan¬ 
guage  for  the  things  of  faith.  Read  side 
by  side  with  the  “Baptism,  Eucharist, 
and  Ministry”  document  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  “Quest”  represents 
another  milestone  in  the  development  of 
a  truly  ecumenical  theology. 

Why  you  call  it  “top-down”  ecume¬ 
nism  is  beyond  me.  What  exactly  would 
you  consider  “grass  roots”?  Our  United 
Methodist  delegation  in  Baltimore  was 
composed  of  seven  local  church  pastors, 
five  lay  persons  from  various  profes¬ 
sions,  two  bishops  and  a  staff  person. 
Just  because  people  are  vitally  interest¬ 
ed  in  ecumenism  or  even  make  it  a  point 
to  study  it,  does  that  remove  them  from 
the  mythical  "grass  roots?” 

I  predict  a  tremendous  upsurge  of  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  the  ecumenical  theology 
now  developing.  A  new  generation  of 
church  leaders,  laity  and  clergy  will  be 
educated  in  its  language.  Its  impact  will 
be  felt  in  curriculum,  in  preaching  and 
in  the  liturgy  practiced  at  the  “grass 
roots”  where  we  all  live.  I  trust  the  Re 
porter  will  awaken  before  the  new  day 
passes  you  by. 

Thomas  E.  Frank 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Reverse  lack  of  zeal 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  the  Dec.  7  issue  hit 
the  nail  on  the  head.  As  a  former  mem¬ 
ber  of  one  of  the  fundamentalist  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  (Primitive  Baptist)  that  is 
at  present  growing,  I  feel  that  I  can 
speak  from  experience. 

I  feel  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  much  more  to  offer  than 
these  churches,  but  for  some  reason  our 
laity  tends  to  lack  the  zeal  for  witnessing 
that  is  found  among  these  fundamental¬ 
ist  churches.  I  don’t  know  why  this  lack 
of  zeal  is  there,  but  we  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  to  reverse  our  present  trend  of 
declining  membership,  we  must  regain 
this  zeal. 

The  first  step  in  regaining  this  zeal 
may  be  to  convince  our  laity  that  wit¬ 
nessing  is  not  just  up  to  our  ministers 
but  that  it  is  up  to  all  of  us  to  do  our 
share.  So  let’s  get  to  work.  If  I  may 
paraphrase  Knute  Rockne,  “Let’s  win 
one  for  the  Skipper.  ’  ’ 

S.  Dennis  Phillips 
Bulls  Gap,  Tennessee 

Souls  belong  to  God 

To  the  Editor: 

With  respect,  I  must  completely  dis¬ 
agree  with  your  Dec.  7  editorial  “What  is 
greatest  threat  to  church."  Neither  Prot¬ 
estants  nor  Catholics  have  any  right  to 
indignation  when  another  church  group 
converts  a  member  of  their  denomina¬ 
tion  to  another  group. 

Human  souls  do  not  belong  to  any 
church.  They  belong  only  to  God.  The 


church  is  a  means  to  convert  the  soul  to 
a  faith  in  Christ,  which  will  thereby 
make  the  person  a  vessel  of  grace  to  do 
good  works  in  the  world.  When  these 
actions  of  justification  and  sanctification 
are  not  performed  by  one  church,  a  per¬ 
son  has  every  right  to  join  another 
church  where  he  can  be  saved  and  made 
righteous  in  the  image  of  Christ.  He  also 
has  the  right  to  have  access  to  the  views 
of  other  churches,  and  they  have  the 
right  to  make  their  views  known  to  him. 

Two  things  are  forbidden  to  evange¬ 
lists  by  the  Golden  Rule: 

1.  No  false  statements  can  be  made 
about  another  Christian  Church. 

2.  No  coercion  of  any  sort  can  be  made 
by  the  evangelist. 

If  Archbishop  Flores  complains  about 
“ridicule”  of  his  church  by  Baptists,  he 
should  remember  that  every  church  in 
every  age  has  ridiculous  elements  intro¬ 
duced  into  it  by  the  evil  of  its  own  mem¬ 
bers.  These  evils  must  be  purged  if  the 
church  wishes  to  stay  a  servant  of  God. 
The  greatest  masters  of  ridicule  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  were  themselves 
devout  Catholics:  Desiderius  Erasmus 
and  Blaise  Pascal.  They  spoke  out  be¬ 
cause  they  saw  corruption  in  what  they 
loved  more  than  their  own  lives.  Would 
Archbishop  Flores  like  to  put  a  stop  to 
work  like  theirs? 

If  any  church,  Roman  Catholic  or 
Protestant,  refuses  to  put  their  faith  to 
the  test  of  conversion  by  another  church, 
then  they  are  the  ones  who  put  them¬ 
selves  in  the  place  of  God  by  putting  a 
seal  of  ownership  on  their  members.  If 
your  house  of  faith  is  strong,  it  will  stand 
the  assault  of  other  ideas  with  no  trou¬ 
ble.  If  it  falls  under  evangelization  ef¬ 
forts  of  others,  it  never  really  had  a  faith 
to  begin  with  and  is  better  off  knowing 
its  true  condition. 

Cynthia  Dobosy 

Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee 

Why  limil  violence? 

To  the  Editor: 

Lewis  M.  Simmons  advocates  physical 
discipline  as  the  key  to  effective  Sunday 
school  teaching  (see  UMR,  Nov.  30). 
However,  the  symptoms  he  describes  are 
not  limited  to  elementary  classes.  In 
fact,  pastors  have  been  known  to  strug¬ 
gle  with  parishioners  who  get  on  our 
nerves  or  do  not  pay  attention.  We,  too, 
have  wondered  if  we  are  teaching  our 
people  very  much. 

Knowing  that  the  sinful  human  condi¬ 
tion  does  include  folks  over  the  age  of  12, 
perhaps  “pinching  ears”  and  “thumping 
heads”  might  be  incorporated  into  our 
general  pastoral  responsibilities.  I  must 
confess  that  this  element  was  missing 
from  my  seminary  education,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  a  good  continuing  education  sem¬ 
inar  could  remedy  that.  I  do  worry  about 
the  “60  Minutes”  folks  getting  wind  of  the 
fact  that  the  offerings  of  the  good  church 
folk  in  the  pews  are  being  used  for  physi¬ 
cal  violence,  but  we  must  do  what  is 
right. 

Why  should  this  marvelous  tool  of 
spiritual  development  be  confined  to  the 
elementary  classroom?  Just  maybe  Mr. 
Simmons  has  discovered  the  secret  to 
reversing  our  membership  decline! 

Robert  Stutes 

Longview,  Texas 


ing  my  skills.  I  had  visited  several  wom¬ 
en’s  clubs,  but  I  just  didn’t  fit  in.  I  missed 
the  fast  pace  and  excitement  of  the  large 
city.  I  felt  lost  and  lonely.  I  wanted 
things  back  like  they  had  been;  I  missed 
my  friends  and  familiar  faces. 

I  prayed  daily  that  I  would  find  happi¬ 
ness.  I  tried  to  figure  out  some  way  to 
move  back  to  the  large  city  I  loved.  I 
gradually  let  my  depression  consume  my 
life.  I  now  spent  the  days  at  home  by 
myself  thinking  of  happier  times.  Sleep 
had  become  my  only  escape. 

Sunday  just  another  day 

This  Sunday  morning  was  just  another 
day  to  wander  through  and  creep  deeper 
into  my  inner  depression.  As  I  lay  in  bed 
trying  to  decide  how  to  ignore  all  outside 
forces,  my  daughter  poked  her  head  into 
the  bedroom  to  see  if  I  was  going  to  get 
out  of  bed.  I  pretended  I  was  asleep. 

A  few  minutes  later  my  daughter  re¬ 
turned,  gently  shaking  my  arm. 

“Mom,  you  have  to  get  up  and  go  to 
church.”  With  determination  she  firmly 
said,  “Mom,  get  out  of  bed  now!  God 
wants  you  in  church  today!” 

It  was  easier  for  me  to  obey  than  ar¬ 
gue,  so  I  grudgingly  arose  and  dressed 
for  church.  At  least  in  church  I  would  not 
have  to  talk  to  or  smile  at  anyone.  I 
could  sit  through  the  service  and  still 
live  in  my  own  world. 

While  we  were  sitting  in  church  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  service  to  start,  several  peo¬ 
ple  tried  to  speak  to  me.  I  didn’t  bother 
to  answer.  I  had  no  interest  in  anyone  or 
anything  in  this  town.  Why  couldn’t  ev¬ 
eryone  just  leave  me  alone?  Just  leave 
me  alone  with  my  misery! 

The  minister  announced  that  there 
would  be  a  guest  speaker  this  Sunday 
morning.  When  she  rose  to  speak,  a  wave 
of  bitterness  overtook  me  as  I  looked  at 
her  happy  face.  How  dare  she  look  happy 
and  peaceful!  What  did  she  know  about 
loneliness  —  life  without  meaning  in  a 
world  turned  upside  down?  I  bitterly 
thought,  “Ha!  What  great  message 
could  she  have  for  me  today?”. 

My  daughter  whispered  to  me,  “Mom, 
listen,  God  is  going  to  talk  to  you  today.” 

The  speaker  began  her  message.  This 
petite  woman  looked  directly  into  my 
eyes  and  her  voice  boomed,  “If  you  love 


surprises,  you’ll  really  love  God!” 

Her  eyes  never  seemed  to  leave  my 
face  as  she  continued,  “Do  you  think  the 
only  surprise  God  has  for  you  is  to  stay 
home,  sleep  and  cry?" 

I  began  to  feel  the  stirrings  of  forgot¬ 
ten  feelings.  Now  it  was  I  who  could  not 
take  my  eyes  off  of  her. 

“If  you  are  depressed;  if  you  think  only 
of  yourself  and  your  loneliness,  you  are 
not  going  to  see  the  beautiful  surprises 
God  has  planned  for  you  ....  We  should 
wait  patiently  for  God’s  surprise  .... 
Pray  to  him  and  ask  how  you  can  serve 
him  ....  Be  patient  and  quietly  wait  for 
his  surprise.” 

As  she  continued  on,  my  burden  of 
loneliness  began  to  lift.  My  mind  opened, 
and  I  could  see  the  friendly  people 
around  me.  After  months  of  deep  depres¬ 
sion,  I  could  feel  that  God  was  with  me.  I 
just  had  to  be  patient  and  wait  for  His 
surprises. 

I  felt  alive! 

I  became  excited.  “Surprise?  I  loved 
surprises  -  and  just  think  what  they 
might  be."  I  felt  alive!  I  didn’t  need  to 
escape  into  sleep.  A  surprise  was  just 
around  the  corner.  I  only  needed  to  wait 
patiently!  ;  ri 

The  message  that  dear  lady  gave 
Sunday  morning  has  never  left  me.  When 
things  seem  to  go  wrong,  I  wait  for  God’s 
surprise,  and  there  have  been  many 
since  then. 

I  soon  found  a  job  that  I  had  never 
before  thought  of  —  helping  elderly  peo¬ 
ple  adjust  to  loneliness  and  helping 
them  to  find  friends.  I  soon  grew  to  love 
the  small  town  and  the  friendliness  of  . 
the  people. 

Later  I  wanted  to  cry  when  it  came 
time  to  move  back  to  a  large  city,  but  I 
remembered  that  “if  you  love  surprises, 
you’ll  really  love  God.” 

“My  Witness  is  a  column  through .■ 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share' 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian  ■ 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Joyce 
Smith,  lives  inAltus,  Oklahoma. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for' 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to:  “My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P. 
O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Wilmington,  Delaware 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as 


new  readers  approximately  600  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in 
Wilmington,  Delaware  (Peninsula  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  editions 
of  this  newspaper  —  combining  local 
church  news  with  annual  conference  and 
general  religious  news  and  opinion  and 
mailing  it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 


homes  of  the  church’s  member. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Wilmington, we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


Dial  1-800-672-1789 

to  order  your  1984  editions! 


— The  Book  of  Discipline.  Blue  kivar  covers. 
A01-037026.  $8.95  each,  or  only  $7.95  each  when 
you  order  6  or  more  copies 
—The  Book  of  Discipline.  Deluxe  brown  leather- 
bound  edition.  C08- 108710.  $13.95  each 
— The  Book  of  Resolutions.  Blue  kivar  covers.  Now 
contains  every  valid  resolution  adopted  since  the 
1968  uniting  conference.  A01-03728X.  $6.95 
each 

Order  toll  free  1-800-772-1789.  Use  your  Cokesbury 
account,  Visa,  American  Express,  or  MasterCard.  Call 
8-5  Central  or  Pacific  time,  Monday-Friday.  Also 
available  at  your  Cokesbury  store. 


Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Price!  subject  to  change 
Transportation  extra.  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVINC  YOUR  AREA. 


1661  N.  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 
Phone  312/299-4411 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 

201  Eighth  Ave  .  South  •  PO.  Boi  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 
Phone  615(749-6113 
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‘Elder  statesman’  says  ecumenism  a  grass  roots  ‘cause’ 


from  Religious  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  The  “liberal  age” 
has  come  to  ah  end,  and  the  somber 
“post-liberal  age”  now  under  way  has 
created  a  climate  in  which  an  “old  order 
ecumenism”  that  shared  liberalism’s 
boundless  faith  in  the  human  future  will 
not  flourish. 

So  said  the  Rev.  Albert  C.  Outler,  a  re¬ 
spected  elder  statesman  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement,  at  a  church-spon¬ 
sored  event  in  Indianapolis. 

In  the  radically  changed  cultural  cli¬ 
mate,  “old  order”  ecumenism,  with  its 
“trickle-down  theory  of  unity  from  the 
top,”  has  been  stymied  by  church 
bureaucracies,  which  are  preoccupied 
with  their  own  survival,  said  Dr.  Outler. 

But  the  good  news,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ecumenist  added,  is  the  burgeoning 
of  a  lively  and  unofficial  grass  roots  ecu¬ 
menism  that  is  more  likely  to  be  viable  in 
“the  coming  time  of  troubles.” 


Dr.  Outler’s  address  was  the  third 
annual  Peter  Ainslie  lecture  sponsored 
by  the  Indianapolis-based  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  a  1.2- 
million-member  denomination  notec^for 
its  strong  commitments  to  Christian 
unity  efforts.  Ainslie,  an  early  Disciples 
leader,  participated  in  the  1910  Edin¬ 
burgh  Conference  that  historians  mark 
as  the  starting  point  of  the  modern  ecu¬ 
menical  movement. 

The  76-year-old  Dr.  Outler,  a  native  of 
Georgia,  is  a  theologian,  church  his¬ 
torian,  and  professor  emeritus  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  He  was  a 
key  figure  in  the  early  development  of 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union,  a  24- 
year-old  unity  effort  of  nine  Protestant 
denominations.  Dr.  Outler  also  was  a 
Methodist  observer  to  the  Second  Vati¬ 
can  Council,  1962-65,  and  he  long  played 
an  active  role  in  the  World  Council  of 


Churches. 

In  a  lecture  marked  by  eloquent  phras¬ 
ing  and  witty  asides,  Dr.  Outler  con¬ 
trasted  the  “soaring  hopes”  and  the 
“extraordinary  positive  gains"  of  the 
ecumenical  movement’s  first  two  gen¬ 
erations  with  the  “unromantic  future”  he 
envisions  for  it. 

It  would  be  “treason,”  he  said  to  a 
broadly  ecumenical  audience  of  300,  to 
deny  the  late  Anglican  Archbishop 
William  Temple’s  assertion  that  “the 
ecumenical  movement  is  the  greatest 
fact  in  20th  century  church  history.” 

Nonetheless,  he  pointed  out,  the  suc¬ 
cessors  to  the  ecumenical  pioneers  in 
upper-echelon  church  posts  have  “turned 
to  other  preoccupations,”  and  the  earlier 
excitement  has  subsided.  “The  goal  of 
Christian  unity  is  still  a  formal  commit¬ 
ment  of  the  churches,  but  their  time¬ 
tables  have  been  stretched  out.” 

The  churches’  efforts  to  combat  war, 


poverty,  racism  and  oppression,  though 
laudable,  have  not  “led  us  into  that 
Peaceable  Kingdom,”  said  Dr.  Outler. 
(The  Methodist  theologian,  in  recent 
years  regarded  as  a  conservative  by 
liberals  in  his  own  denomination,  com¬ 
plained  that  churches  have  been  too  slow 
to  oppose  “abortion,  euthanasia  and 
ageism.”)  Meanwhile,  he  said,  ecu¬ 
menical  efforts  to  achieve  full  “eu- 
charistic  fellowship”  among  Pro¬ 
testants,  Orthodox  and  Catholics  have 
lagged  as  churches  have  become  main¬ 
tenance-minded. 

The  rise  in  concern  for  crucial  social 
issues  has  been  a  net  gain,  he  said,  and 
yet  such  activities  have  created  tensions 
in  world,  national  and  regional  church 
councils  without  advancing  the  cause  of 
organic  unity. 

But  while  the  “upper  echelons”  of 
churches  and  ecumenical  bodies  have 
been  coping  with  internal  crises,  Dr. 


Outler  said,  he  believes  there  has  been  a 
“great  reversal”  of  the  former  divisions 
at  the  grass  roots  level. 

In  local  communities,  Christians  of  dif¬ 
ferent  traditions  have  been  making  their 
own  discoveries  that  “the  old  barriers 
are  no  longer  insurmountable.  ’  ’ 

Catholic  and  Protestant  laity  have 
gotten  together  for  Scripture  study, 
prayer  and  social  action  without  waiting 
for  approval  or  clergy  leadership. 

A  trend  characterizing  the  new  “post- 
liberal”  age,  Dr.  Outler  said,  is  the  link¬ 
ing  of  Christian  unity  with  efforts  toward 
building  up  the  community  of  all  human¬ 
kind  —  efforts  that  are  critical  in  an  age 
when  “the  Bomb  has  been  added  to  the 
Four  Horsemen  of  the  Apocalypse.”  The 
“new  order”  ecumenism  appears  less 
susceptible  than  the  old  to  the  sin  of  "uto¬ 
pian  overconfidence,”  a  view  that  all  ef¬ 
forts  at  social  change  succeeds. 

—  JEAN  CAFFE Y  LYLES 


Albert  C.  Outler 


Religious  leaders  step  up  South  African  protests 


NEW  YORK  —  Rabbi  Balfour  Brickner,  far  left,  lit 
the  Hanukkah  menorah  that  kicked  off  an  interfaith 
civil  disobedience  action  by  U.S.  religious  leaders  in 
front  of  the  South  African  consulate  here  recently.  Join¬ 
ing  him  were,  far  right,  the  Rev.  Avery  D.  Post,  presi¬ 
dent,  United  Church  of  Christ;  The  Rt.  Rev.  Paul  Moore, 


Episcopal  bishop  of  New  York  (second  from  left),  and 
the  Rev.  Herbert  Daughtry,  pastor  of  the  Lord  Pente¬ 
costal  Church  in  Brooklyn.  All  but  Mr.  Daughtry  were 
arrested  as  part  of  an  orchestrated  national  campaign 
to  oppose  South  African  apartheid. 
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Ethiopia  donations  display  ingenuity 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  A  Sunday  school  class 
in  Amarillo,  Texas,  saw  television  spots 
on  the  Ethiopian  famine  and  raised 
$10,000  in  one  week  to  aid  the  relief 
effort. 

A  Michigan  couple  gave  up  a  60th 
wedding  anniversary  trip  to  New  Zea¬ 
land  and  instead  sent  a  $5,000  check  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR)  for  the  hunger  in  Africa 
appeal. 

A  laymen’s  interfaith  prayer  group  in 
northwest  Iowa  has  set  a  goal  of  $6,000. 
And  a  woman  in  a  Minnesota  church 
collected  $1,000  from  church  circles  af¬ 
ter  her  bridge  club  chipped  in  $50. 

A  small  United  Methodist  church  in  a 
depressed  Oklahoma  town  raised  $200 
by  selling  used  aluminum  cans.  A  10- 
year-old  New  York  City  boy  canvassed 
families  in  his  apartment  building  and 
collected  $700. 


"The  response  has  been  truly  over¬ 
whelming,”  said  Norma  Kehrberg,  head 
of  UMCOR.  "During  the  first  two  weeks 
in  December  we  received  approximately 
$750,000  from  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for 
Hunger  in  Africa,  the  Advance  appeal 
for  Ethiopia  and  the  global  food  crisis 
appeal.” 

Checks  from  individuals  have  ranged 
from  $5  to  $5,000.  "We’re  getting  stacks 
of  mail  from  individuals  like  we’ve  nev¬ 
er  seen  before,”  said  Zelma  Mellors, 
head  of  gift  processing  for  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Instead  of  exchanging  Christmas  gifts, 
a  family  in  a  New  York  suburb  collected 
the  money  various  members  would  have 
spent  and  sent  it  for  Ethiopian  famine 
relief.  A  number  of  others  made  memo¬ 
rial  gifts  honoring  various  family  mem¬ 
bers,  Ms.  Kehrberg  noted. 

“It’s  been  interesting  to  see  the  ways 
people  have  found  to  multiply  their  own 
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gifts,”  she  commented.  “I’m  also  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  number  of  people  who 
say  ‘Please  use  this  money  where  it’s 
most  needed.'  That  means  our  education¬ 
al  message  about  drought  all  over  Africa 
is  getting  through.” 

Response  to  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  TV  spots  has  been  very 
good,  according  to  Nelson  Price  of  the 
Public  Media  Division.  Of  the  stations 
heard  from,  83  percent  say  they  are 
playing  the  30  and  60-second  spots. 
From  the  postcard  returns  he  estimated 
8,600  “plays.”  “And  viewer  reports  indi¬ 
cate  we  haven't  heard  from  all  the  sta¬ 
tions  yet,”  Mr.  Price  said.  The  public 
service  spots,  sent  to  900  TV  stations  in 
late  November,  asked  viewers  to  help 
end  suffering  and  death  in  26  African 
countries  by  giving  through  UMCOR  or 
their  local  United  Methodist  church. 

The  UMCOR  executive  welcomed  this 
opportunity  to  follow  up  after  the  media 
aroused  widespread  interest.  To  counter 
those  who  say  emergency  relief  is  like  a 
Band-Aid,  she  compares  it  to  intensive 
care  in  a  hospital.  “It  saves  lives,”  she 
said.  “Then  we  can  move  on  to  rehabili¬ 
tate  people  by  changing  lifestyles. ’’(See 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue  on  Heifer 
Project  International,  one  rehabilitation- 
type  program  in  which  UMCOR  is  ac¬ 
tive). 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service  Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  What  motivates  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  who  have  been  taking  part 
in  demonstrations  at  South  African  of¬ 
fices  in  the  United  States?  Is  it  just  a 
form  of  “trendy  liberalism,”  following 
the  latest  fad  in  protests?  Or  is  it  a 
reflection  of  a  deeper  commitment  and  a 
belief  that  actual  change  can  be  promot¬ 
ed  through  such  methods? 

And  why  are  these  protests  taking 
place  only  now,  when  apartheid  has  been 
a  repressive  force  against  South  African 
blacks  for  decades?  (see  related  editorial 
on  page  2).  Why  the  sudden  surge  of  ac¬ 
tivism?  Why  have  hundreds  of  people 
taken  part  in  sit-ins  and  other  demon¬ 
strations  in  the  last  two  months? 

Many  activists  cite  the  granting  of  the 
1984  Nobel  Peace  Prize  to  black  South 
African  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  and  the 
recent  arrests  of  black  labor  leaders  as 
two  important  factors.  Others  say  it  was 
the  organizing  and  scheduling  of  group 
protests  that  motivated  them  to  take 
part. 

Several  events  scheduled 

TransAfrica,  a  Washington-based  for¬ 
eign-policy  lobby  for  the  black  commu¬ 
nity  in  the  U.S.,  has  played  a  key  role  in 
organizing  the  anti-South  Africa  cam¬ 
paign.  It  has  scheduled  specific  groups 
for  demonstrations  at  the  South  African 
embassy  and  offered  opportunities  for 
people  to  make  their  views  known  either 
by  picketing,  issuing  statements  at  press 
conferences  or  sitting  in  peacefully  with 
a  view  toward  being  arrested. 

Catholic  bishops,  executives  of  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations,  and  heads  of  Jewish 
organizations  have  been  among  those 
taking  part  in  the  protests.  Dr.  Avery 
Post,  president  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  (UCC),  was  among  eight  persons 
arrested  at  a  Dec.  18  protest  at  South 
African  offices  in  New  York  City. 

The  UCC  demonstration  was  orga¬ 
nized  by  Joseph  McMillan,  who  chairs 
the  national  black  staff  organization  of 
the  1.7  million-member  denomination. 
“The  fact  that,  in  late  1984,  there  has 
been  a  renewal  of  interest  (in  South  Afri¬ 
ca)  materially  pricked  my  own  con¬ 
science,”  he  said. 

In  the  1970s  the  UCC  had  a  “policy  of 
moderation"  on  South  African  issues, 
Mr.  McMillan  commented.  He  said  it  ba¬ 
sically  supported  the  Sullivan  Principles 
for  corporations  continuing  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  country  and  sought  social 
change  through  established  channels. 
But  the  focus  on  South  Africa  that  came 
through  Bishop  Tutu’s  new  visibility  pro¬ 
duced  an  impetus  for  direct  action,  Mr. 
McMillan  said. 

In  addition  to  demonstrations  at  South 
African  offices,  the  UCC  staffer  noted, 
activists  have  also  been  putting  pressure 
on  the  country  by  objecting  to  South  Af¬ 
rican  ads  in  the  media  such  as  ads  for 
South  African  vacations  in  magazines 
and  commercials  for  Krugerrands  (the 
South  African  gold  coin)  on  the  radio. 

The  results  of  the  UCC  campaign 
“would  clearly  be  the  heightened  visibili¬ 
ty  for  this  denomination  and  pressure  on 


Two  held  in  abduction, 
murder  of  UMCom  writer 


NASHVILLE  - 
Brenda  Blanton 
Lane,  28,  an  em¬ 
ployee  in  the  public 
relations  office  of 
United  Methodist 
Communications  here 
since  March,  1983, 
was  found  dead  near 
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Brenda  Lane 


a  rural  Tennessee  road  Jan.  3. 

She  is  believed  to  have  been  abducted 
New  Year’s  Day  at  a  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 
shopping  center  by  two  people  who 
forced  their  way  into  her  car.  She  had 
been  stabbed  four  times. 

Police  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  north  of  At¬ 
lanta,  are  holding  Gregory  Thompson, 
23,  and  a  15-year-old  girl,  both  of  Mari¬ 
etta,  on  kidnapping  and  armed  robbery 
charges  in  connection  with  the  case. 
Murder  warrants  for  the  pair  will  be 
issued  in  Shelbyville,  Marietta  Police 
Captain  Tim  Buckley  said. 

The  two  were  apprehended  after 
Georgia  authorities  found  Ms.  Lane’s 
burned-out  car  in  Marietta  early  Jan.  2. 

Investigators  here  said  the  two  were 
on  the  run  from  police  in  two  states. 
Officials  said  they  believe  the  two  ab¬ 
ducted  Ms.  Lane  from  a  Shelbyville 
shopping  center,  fatally  stabbed  her  and 
took  her  car  —  all  simply  so  they  could 
elude  police  and  return  to  Georgia. 


the  U.S.  government”  to  change  its  poli¬ 
cies  toward  South  Africa,  Mr.  McMillan 
said. 

Young  girl  arrested 

On  Christmas  Eve  in  New  York,  21 
United  Methodists  were  arrested  at  a 
protest  at  South  African  offices.  Among 
them  was  10-year-old  Shana  Norberg- 
McClain,  described  as  the  youngest  of 
the  more  than  220  persons  arrested  in 
demonstrations  at  the  South  African  of¬ 
fices  in  New  York  in  1984. 

Shana  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
George  D.  McClain,  head  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Federation  for  Social  Action,  and  the 
Rev.  Tilda  Norberg.  She  said  she  decided 
to  take  part  because  her  parents  were 
going  to  be  involved  and  because  “most 
of  the  people  in  South  Africa  are  black 
and  are  treated  like  slaves.” 

It  was  not  the  first  time  she  had  been 
in  a  mass  demonstration.  "Wherever 
there’s  a  protest,  if  there's  any  family 
that’s  gonna  go,  it’s  our  family,”  she  said 
proudly.  Relating  that  she  had  previous¬ 
ly  joined  her  parents  at  demonstrations 
against  the  Nestle  and  Campbell  Soup 
companies,  Shana  said,  “The  earliest 
memory  that  I  have  is  riding  in  one  of 
those  backpack  things  at  a  march.” 

Her  father  said  such  factors  as  the 
Nobel  Prize  to  Bishop  Tutu,  the  “recent 
growth  of  resistance  within  the  South 
African  black  community  itself.”  and 
“the  attention  that  Jesse  Jackson  fo¬ 
cused  on  South  Africa  in  the  primary 
campaign”  had  led  to  the  current  series 
of  protests.  He  predicted  that  as  a  result, 
“there  will  be  an  increased  level  of  aware¬ 
ness  and  activity  in  local  churches,”  and 
policy  changes  in  both  the  U.S.  and  South 
Africa. 

“I’m  convinced  that  pressure  from  the 
United  States  will  make  a  difference  — 
does  make  a  difference,”  Mr.  McClain 
said.  As  examples,  he  noted  that  “the 
president  has  found  himself  speaking 
out,  openly  critical  of  apartheid,  in  a 
way  that  he  hasn’t  before,”  and  that  con¬ 
gressional  Republicans  are  “threatening 
sanctions”  against  the  country. 

Roman  Catholics  who  have  been  ar¬ 
rested  in  anti-South  Africa  demonstra¬ 
tions  include  Auxiliary  Bishop  Emerson 
J.  Moore  of  New  York;  James  Hender¬ 
son,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Office  for  Black  Catholics;  and  the  Rev. 
Rollins  Lambert,  adviser  for  African  af¬ 
fairs  at  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference. 

Father  Lambert  took  part  in  a  demon¬ 
stration  as  an  individual  and  was  arrest¬ 
ed  with  feminist  leader  Gloria  Steinem 
in  Washington,  Dec.  19.  He  said  he  had 


joined  the  movement  "to  underscore  the 
Catholic  Church’s  concern  for  the  hu¬ 
manity  of  each  individual  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  and  Namibia.” 

Fence-mending  attempted 

For  Jewish  leaders,  involvement  in 
the  protest  movement  has  offered  both 
an  opportunity  to  express  dismay  at 
South  African  apartheid  and  to  mend 
fences  with  the  black  community  in  the 
U.S.  that  were  damaged  during  the  Jesse 
Jackson  campaign.  On  Dec.  10,  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  Congress  executive  director 
Henry  Siegman,  president  Theodore 
Mann,  and  senior  vice-president  Theo¬ 
dore  Bikel  were  arrested  at  a  protest  in 
Washington. 

Mr.  Siegman  said  later  that  “what  led 
us  to  participate  in  it  is  a  long-standing 
commitment  to  oppose  the  obnoxious 
racist  policies  of  the  South  African  gov¬ 
ernment.”  He  commented  that  "changes 
in  South  Africa  are  not  likely  to  come 
about  without  significant  pressure.” 

The  Washington  arrests  were  not  just 
a  flash  in  the  pan,  Mr.  Siegman  stressed. 
He  said  the  American  Jewish  Congress 
has  “instructed”  its  regional  offices  to 
take  part  in  similar  demonstrations 
around  the  country  in  1985 

On  Christmas  Day,  about  250  Jewish 
demonstrators  picketed  near  the  South 
African  embassy.  Hyman  Bookbinder, 
Washington  representative  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  Committee,  said  the  protest¬ 
ers  picked  the  day  to  give  Christians  “a 
day  off”  from  the  demonstrations,  and  to 
remind  blacks  that  Jews  “are  indeed 
close  allies  in  the  struggle  for  human 
freedom  and  social  justice  everywhere.” 

Mr.  Bookbinder  commented  that  “if 
we  can  make  another  contribution  to 
black-Jewish  cooperation,  it  is  a  day 
well  spent.  Our  central  message  today  is 
for  the  people  of  South  Africa  —  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  determination  that  freedom-lov¬ 
ing  people  around  the  world  will  continue 
to  voice  our  condemnation  of  apartheid.” 

The  campaign  has  already  achieved  . 
some  results  that  might  not  have  been 
anticipated  a  year  ago.  On  Dec.  7.  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  met  with  Bishop  Tutu  in  a 
session  that  the  bishop  later  said  was  one 
“where  there  was  a  great  deal  of  listen¬ 
ing.”  Three  days  later,  in  a  Human  Rights 
Day  message,  Mr.  Reagan  denounced 
apartheid  as  an  “affront  to  the  human  . 
conscience.”  and  specifically  called  for 
a  halt  to  the  forced  removal  of  blacks 
from  their  communities,  and  the  detention 
and  lengthy  imprisonment  of  black  lead¬ 
ers  without  trial  in  South  Africa. 


Led  by  information  supplied  by  Mr. 
Thompson  and  the  girl,  police,  deputies, 
state  troopers  and  representatives  of  the 
Tennessee  Bureau  of  Investigation  locat¬ 
ed  her  body  shortly  after  4  a.m.,  Jan.  3. 

Coffee  County  Assistant  District  At¬ 
torney  J.  W.  Lune  said  Ms.  Lane  was 
found  fully  clothed  and  that  her  body 
was  lying  face  up  beside  a  gravel  road  in 
the  isolated  rural  area. 

Ms.  Lane  was  last  seen  by  her  hus¬ 
band,  Steven,  before  he  went  to  work 
New  Year’s  morning.  They  had  been 
married  less  than  five  months, 

“Brenda  possessed  outstanding  jour¬ 
nalistic  talent,  an  unflagging  faith  and  a 
genuine  love  of  people,”  said  William  R. 
Richards,  director  of  the  UMCom  public 
relations  office.  “I  grieve  for  the  person¬ 
al  loss  of  Brenda’s  presence  among  us  as 
well  as  the  loss  of  the  contribution  she 
was  making  to  the  church  she  loved.” 

She  had  been  on  Christmas  vacation 
since  Dec.  21.  Upon  her  return,  Jan.  2, 
she  was  to  have  been  promoted  to  asso¬ 
ciate  director  with  enlarged  responsibil¬ 
ities. 

She  has  edited  the  UMCom  newsletter, 
the  Communicator;  an  in-house  newslet¬ 
ter;  annual  reports  and  other  special  ma¬ 
terial.  During  the  10-day  Bicentennial 
General  Conference  in  May  she  had  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  placement  of  stories  and 
interviews  with  the  Baltimore  media. 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 

Church  ‘establisher’  likens  job  to  fast-food  business 

Running  a  church  and  operating  a  fast 
food  restaurant  are  a  little  alike,  says 
Harris  County  (Houston)  commissioner 
and  United  Methodist  layman  Jim  Fon- 
teno. 

A  fast  food  chain  isn’t  going  to  put  in 
an  establishment  before  it  evaluates  the 
neighborhood  and  knows  it’s  going  to  see 
a  return,  the  former  real  estate  consul¬ 
tant  says.  The  comparison  is  important 
for  the  man  who,  as  president  of  the 
Houston  (United  Methodist)  Board  of 
Missions,  helps  plan  for  and  locate  new 
United  Methodist  churches  in  this  fast¬ 
growing  metropolition  area. 

“And  basically,  the  church  operates 
along  these  same  lines,”  he  says.  “If  a 
Wendy’s  hamburger  franchise  is  going 
downhill,  you  can  be  sure  (the  home  of¬ 
fice)  is  going  to  send  someone  in  to  see 
what  can  be  done.” 

It’s  Mr.  Fonteno’s  job  to  help  do  the 
same  thing  for  the  church— to  determine 
needs  and  possible  locations  for  new 
churches.  He  also  has  a  hand  in  working 
with  declining  congregations  on  mergers 
and  church  rejuvenation. 

Mr.  Fonteno,  a  professional  auction- 
eeer  and  member  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  spends  most  of  his 
spare  time  in  lay  work  for  the  church, 
coordinating  plans  for  inner-city  com¬ 
munity  centers  the  United  Methodist 
Church  operates,  working  with  drug  pre¬ 
vention  programs,  but  most  of  all  plan¬ 
ning  activities  for  senior  citizens  through 
a  Harris  County-financed  program 
which  he  founded  in  1975. 

“When  I  ran  for  public  office  10  years 
ago,  everybody  seemed  to  have  a 
voice— the  Hispanics.  the  blacks,  the 
handicapped  ...  but  nobody  was  doing 
much  about  the  senior  citizens,”  he  says. 

“We're  all  going  to  be  there  one  day,” 
he  adds,  and  taking  care  of  them  now  is 
the  best  example  a  leader  can  set  for  the 
younger  generation. 

That’s  why  Mr.  Fonteno  works  tire- 


Jitn  Fonteno 

lessly,  both  professionally  and  within  the 
church,  for  older  persons,  taking  them  on 
fishing  trips  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  out  to 
pick  peaches  in  a  nearby  area,  to  the 
circus  and  even  to  rodeos. 

But  his  biggest  project  is  taking  senior 
citizens  to  Houston  Astros  baseball 
games.  Each  year.  Mr.  Fonteno  signs  up 
to  buy  80  season  tickets,  then  crosses  his 
fingers  that  he  can  raise  the  money  from 
interested  businessmen  to  help  him  foot 
the  bill. 

Several  times  he  has  ended  up  making ; 
up  the  difference  from  his  own  pocket. 

“Older  folks  get  a  real  kick  out  of 
going  to  those  (baseball)  games.  But  un¬ 
less  someone  buys  the  tickets  and  takes 
them,  they  probably  wouldn’t  go,”  the 
58-year-old  father  of  seven  says. 

Mr.  Fonteno  says  it’s  likely  a  “special 
calling”  for  him  to  work  with  senior  citi¬ 
zens.  “but  God  has  been  good  and  blessed 
me  with  a  staff  at  my  office  which  is 
dedicated  and  patient  with  older  people 

“Sure,  I’ve  got  the  ideas,  but  it  takes' 
special  people  to  carry  those  ideas  out, 
he  says. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


Heifer  Project  International 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Live  animals  bring  areas  rebirth 


- 

c*<PAlTH  INGATHERING 

The  logo  for  the  Missouri  state-wide  mission  ingathering  held  each  fall 
depicts  many  of  the  ways  in  which  some  4,000  to  5,000  Christians  represent¬ 
ing  10  denominations  recently  contributed  animals  and  produce  and  items 
for  sale  at  the  huge  mission  fundraising  fair  started  11  years  ago  by  United 
Methodists.  Heifer  Project  International  served  as  the  impetus  for  the 
festival  and  is  still  a  major  recipient  organization. 
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income  when  the  calf  they  received  through  Heifer  Project  begins  producing 
milk  and  offspring  to  use  and  sell. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  HEIFER  PROJECT  INTERNATIONAL 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  articles  telling  how  United 
Methodists  are  involved  in  one  major  in¬ 
ternational  relief  organization  and  how 
that  involvement  benefits  local  churches 
in  the  U.S.  and  recipient  families  and 
villages  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  Sub¬ 
sequent  articles  in  the  series  will  look  at 
specific  projects  and  at  how  long-range 
development  may  help  provide  perma¬ 
nent  solutions  after  crisis-type  aid  ends 
in  places  like  Ethiopia. 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPP1NGTON 
Associate  Editor 

iieifer  Project  International  long  ago 
outgrew  its  name. 

But  it  expects  never  to  outgrow  its 
ability  to  involve  United  Methodists  and 
others  in  the  kinds  of  long-range  devel¬ 
opment  and  rehabilitation  that  will  be 
needed  to  follow  up  crisis  relief  in  such 
places  as  drought-stricken  Africa. 

At  its  simplest,  Heifer  Project  gives 
away  animals  which  produce  food,  in¬ 
come  or  both.  By  coupling  those  gifts 
with  agricultural  training  and  services. 
Heifer  Project  gives  less-developed  ar¬ 
eas  of  the  U.S.  and  other  countries  a 
permanent  rather  than  a  temporary  so¬ 
lution  to  hunger  and  poverty. 

This  kind  of  development  also  differs 
from  crisis  relief,  Heifer  Project’s  exec¬ 
utive  director  the  Rev.  Alden  R.  Hick¬ 
man  told  the  Reporter,  in  that  it  can  be 
carried  out  only  under  stable  conditions 
—  that  is,  in  areas  not  immediately  suf¬ 
fering  from  natural  disaster  or  political 
turmoil. 

A  distinctive  aspect  of  Heifer  Project, 
he  added,  is  that  its  recipients  become 
partners  in  development.  It  requires  re¬ 
cipients  to  give  back  to  the  project  the 
first  offspring  of  the  gift  animals.  The 
project  then  distributes  these  animals  to 
other  needy  families  after  they  agree  to 
the  same  “partnership”  stipulation. 

In  this  way,  unlike  crisis  relief  pro¬ 
grams  which  foster  dependence,  Heifer 
Project  promotes  self-reliance  and  dig¬ 
nity  by  giving  recipients  a  means  of 
helping  themselves  and  others,  Mr.  Hick¬ 
man  said. 

Beginning  with  a  shipment  of  18  heif¬ 
ers  to  war-torn  Europe  in  1944,  Heifer 
Project  has  grown  to  include  many  kinds 
of  food-producing  animals,  poultry,  bees 
and  some  draft  animals.  For  each  pro¬ 
ject,  the  best  animals  available  are  cho¬ 
sen  to  suit  the  climate,  available 
feedstuffs,  market  conditions  and  needs 
of  the  people,  according  to  Ed  Martsolf, 
director  of  the  organization’s  1,200-acre 


international  livestock  center  at  Perry- 
ville,  Ark. 

Working  in  cooperation  with  churches, 
schools,  self-help  agricultural  coops,  vol¬ 
unteer  agencies,  and  national  govern¬ 
ments,  Heifer  Project  provides  recipients 
with  training  in  animal  nutrition,  pasture 
development,  disease  control  and  se¬ 
lective  breeding.  In  some  larger  projects, 
additional  help  is  given  in  herd  manage¬ 
ment  and  marketing. 

Sometimes  this  help  is  carried  out  by 
volunteers  like  swine  specialist  William 
Burrow,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
from  Tripoli,  Iowa.  Mr.  Burrow  travels 
to  project  sites  for  Heifer  Project  to  give 
advice  on  animal  care  and  financial 
management. 

Currently,  Heifer  Project  supports 
some  200  projects,  large  and  small,  in 
Asia,  Latin  America,  the  Caribbean,  the 
United  States,  and  Africa.  In  1984  it  pro¬ 


vided  nearly  $4  million  worth  of  aid  to 
91  projects  in  24  countries  and  12  U.S. 
states. 

Of  the  ten  member  agencies  of  Heifer 
Project,  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
the  strongest  supporter,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Darrel  Huddleston,  Pacific  West  re¬ 
gion  director  of  Heifer  Project  and  a 
United  Methodist  minister.  United  Meth¬ 
odists  contribute  money,  animals,  agri¬ 
cultural  equipment  and  supplies,  through 
both  designated  and  undesignated 
UMCOR  (United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Overseas  Relief)  Advance  Specials. 

"Heifer  Project  has  a  very  special  and 
close  relation  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  UMCOR,”  Dr.  Huddleston 
told  the  Reporter.  Like  every  other 
member  denomination,  the  UMC  has  two 
representatives  on  the  Heifer  Project  In¬ 
ternational  board  of  directors,  he  said. 

Over  $1  million,  or  about  one-fifth  of 
Heifer  Project  receipts  for  1983,  came 
from  United  Methodists,  Mr.  Huddleston 
said. 

UMs  raise  creative  funds 

United  Methodist  involvement  in  Heif¬ 
er  Project  includes  creative  fund  rais¬ 
ing. 

The  Albion  District  in  the  West  Michi¬ 
gan  Annual  Conference  plans  to  launch 
its  1985  Heifer  Project,  a  Khaki  Camp¬ 
bell  duck  campaign,  in  February.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Paul  Doherty, 
district  mission  secretary,  churches  are 
excited  about  the  breed  of  ducks  which 
he  described  as  profuse  egg  layers,  high 
protein  meat  producers,  and  almost  100 
percent  self  sustaining  because  instead 
of  eating  grain,  they  eat  bugs,  worms- 
nearly  everything. 

Mr.  Doherty  says  they  will  use  slogans 
and  “all  kinds  of  crazy  things”  to  help 
make  missions  fun.  And  for  every  dollar 
they  raise,  he  said,  Heifer  Project  will 
purchase  and  send  overseas  a  day-old 
Khaki  Campbell  duckling. 

In  the  California-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  the  strongest  in  support  of  Heif¬ 
er  Project  among  the  74  United  Meth- 


Filipino  UMs  deadlock 
on  third  bishop  choice 

MANILA,  Philippines  (UMNS)  —  Bish¬ 
op  Emerito  P.  Nacpil,  52,  was  re-elected 
leader  of  the  Manila  Area  by  the  Philip¬ 
pines  Central  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  However,  the  central 
conference,  meeting  here  Nov.  27-Dec.  2. 
was  unable  to  agree  on  a  third  bishop. 

Bishop  Paul  L.  Granadosin,  bishop  for 
life,  continues  to  lead  the  Baguio  Area 

Bishop  Nacpil’s  election  to  a  second 
term  came  on  the  third  ballot.  Before  his 
election  to  the  episcopacy  in  1980,  the 
Asian  theologian  was  professor  and  then 
president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Manila. 

Balloting  for  a  third  bishop  was 
stopped  after  the  40th  ballot  did  not 
break  a  deadlock  between  the  Rev.  Jose 
Gamboa  Jr.  and  the  Rev.  Victor  Vinluan 

The  central  conference  will  try  again 
for  an  election  in  July  1986. 

Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of  the  Pittsburg 
Area  represented  the  Council  of  Bishops 
at  the  conference.  Approximately  10.000 
persons  gathered  in  the  Folk  Arts  The¬ 
ater  Nov.  27  to  celebrate  the  85th  anni¬ 
versary  of  Methodism  in  the  Philippines. 

Health,  welfare  group 
adds  communications  expert 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  A  commu¬ 
nications  consultant  from  Kettering, 
Ohio,  has  been  named  administrative  as¬ 
sistant  for  communications  and  educa¬ 
tion  by  the  United  Methodist  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 

John  T.  Hoban  joined  the  staff  of  the 
association  Jan.  1.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Academy  of  Television  Arts 
and  Sciences. 

The  United  Methodist  Association  of 


odist  annual  conferences,  St.  Marks  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sacramento  has  de¬ 
veloped  an  event  which  has  become  a 
model  for  Heifer  Project  fund  raising. 

Lay  members  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy 
Miller  are  gearing  up  for  St.  Marks’ 
eighth  annual  yard  sale  for  Heifer  Pro¬ 
ject  to  be  held  in  the  church  parking  lot 
in  August  1985.  “We  collect  items  the 
year  around,”  Mrs.  Miller  told  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

"Two  hundred  members  help  in  some 
way  with  the  sale  (in  a  church  with  900 
members),"  said  Mrs.  Miller.  Because 
other  denominations  in  the  community 
have  become  involved  in  the  giant  one- 
day  rummage  sale,  Mrs.  Miller  said,  the 
event  has  grown  from  $1,200  profit  the 
first  year  to  $16,000  in  1984. 

"The  Heifer  Project  keeps  the  church 
alive  in  mission  all  year,”  Mrs.  Miller 
said. 

Support  of  the  Heifer  Project,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mrs.  Miller,  has  not  hurt  suppport 
for  other  projects.  To  the  contrary,  “Our 
church  has  grown  in  all  areas  of  mis¬ 
sion,”  she  said.  "Once  we  got  going  on 
the  Heifer  Project,  it  helped  everything. 
We  are  number  one  in  conference  giving 
to  mission.” 

In  addition,  St.  Mark’s  members  also 
contribute  to  Heifer  Project  through  vol¬ 
unteer  work,  as  do  many  United  Method¬ 
ists  across  the  country.  Recently  a  group 
of  adults  spent  a  "country”  weekend  at 
the  Heifer  Project  holding  center  and 
ranch  near  Modesto,  Calif.  They  painted 
the  office  building  and  pump  house, 
cleaned  the  barn  and  goat  pen,  hauled 
manure  and  trimmed  trees. 

Iowans  go  to  Africa 

Doing  a  different  kind  of  volunteer 
work  for  Heifer  Project  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Herbert,  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Park, 
Iowa.  They  spent  last  January,  Febru¬ 
ary,  and  March  in  Cameroon,  West  Afri¬ 
ca,  working  on  a  government  hog  farm 
and  with  local  hog  farmers. 

In  Cameroon,  Mrs.  Herbert  said,  they 
could  see  that  Heifer  Project  was  improv¬ 
ing  the  health  of  recipient  families 
through  better  diet.  And,  through  the  sale 
of  livestock  raised  beyond  family  needs, 
the  project  was  providing  families  with  a 
little  money  for  their  children’s  educa¬ 
tion. 

Don  Ridenour,  immediate  past  lay 
leader  of  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference 
who  has  traveled  to  Peru,  Central  Amer¬ 
ica  and  India  as  a  volunteer  for  Heifer 
Project,  told  the  Reporter  he  credits  the 
large  number  of  United  Methodist  volun¬ 
teers  from  Iowa  as  an  important  con¬ 
tributing  factor  to  the  Iowa  conference’s 
strong  support  of  Heifer  Project.  The 
Iowa  Annual  Conference  is  second  in 
Heifer  Project  giving  only  to  the  Califor¬ 
nia-Nevada  Annual  Conference. 

The  personal  touch  of  people  visiting 
project  sites  and  coming  back  to  share 
what  they  have  seen  and  heard,  as  many 
Iowa  United  Methodists  have,  is  another 
reason  for  Heifer  Project’s  success  in 
Iowa,  according  to  Mr.  Ridenour. 

Wider  sharing  stimulated 

Heifer  Project  was  the  stimulus  for 
the  Ingathering  or  Festival  of  Sharing 
concept  which  Iowa  and  several  other 
conferences  have  adopted.  The  idea,  first 
known  in  Missouri  as  the  Bishop’s  Convo¬ 
cation,  was  originated  in  1973  by  the 
Rev.  Melvin  West,  director  of  creative 
ministries  and  Heifer  Project  in  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Area. 

Mr.  West  said  the  Missouri  mission 
event  became  ecumenical  two  years  ago 
and  this  year  drew  a  crowd  of  nearly 
4,000  to  the  state  fair  grounds. 


Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  provides 
a  variety  of  services  to  more  than  260 
institutions  concerned  with  geriatric 
care,  child  care  and  health  care.  All  of 
them  are  related  to  the  denomination  or 
its  regional  units. 

Justina  Lorenz  Showers 
dies  near  age  100 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  —  Justina  Lo¬ 
renz  Showers  died  Dec.  27,  1984,  one 
week  before  her  100th  birthday.  Mrs. 
Showers  was  the  wife  of  the  late  Bishop 
J.  Balmer  Showers  of  the  United  Breth¬ 
ren  and  later  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church. 

The  daughter  of  the  founder  of  the 
Lorenz  Publishing  Company  of  Dayton, 
she  was  active  in  both  church  and  com¬ 
munity  affairs  throughout  her  life.  From 
1947  to  1954  she  was  national  president 
of  the  Women’s  Council  of  the  E.U.B. 
Church. 

Mission  study  author 
Esther  Arias  dies  Dec.  29 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Esther  Arias, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias,  profes¬ 
sor  of  Hispanic  studies  and  evangeliza¬ 
tion  at  the  Claremont  (Calif.)  School  of 
Theology,  died  Dec.  29  in  Cochabamba, 
Bolivia,  according  to  word  received  here 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  Ariases  returned  to  Bo¬ 
livia  four  months  ago  after  she  devel¬ 
oped  brain  tumors. 

A  funeral  service  was  held  Dec.  30  in 
Cochabamba. 

A  native  of  Argentina,  Esther  Arias 
was  educated  at  the  Lutheran  Institute 
and  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
Buenos  Aires.  She  was  co-author  of  the 
1980  Latin  America  mission  study  book, 
The  Cry  of  My  People. 


The  Missouri  1984  festival  included  the 
collection  of  cans  to  exchange  for  milk 
for  children  in  Africa,  the  collection  of 
com  for  Africa  and  rice  for  needy  people 
in  Missouri,  a  quilt  auction  which 
brought  in  $15,000,  handwork  sales,  and 
donations  of  animals.  Heifer  Project  was 
a  major  recipient  of  the  $910,000  in 
goods  and  money  produced  in  1984. 

Volunteers  encouraged 

Heifer  Project  encourages  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  volunteers,  Mr.  Martsolf  of  Ar¬ 
kansas  told  the  Reporter.  A  full-time 
volunteer  coordinator  at  the  Perryville 
livestock  center  tries  to  match  talents 
and  availability  of  volunteers  with  the 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

BALTIMORE  —  For  a  few  hours  here 
Dec.  27  a  downtown  street  became  a 
lane  of  Methodist  memories. 

In  one  of  the  closing  celebrations  of  a 
year-long  observance  of  the  Bicentennial 
of  American  Methodism,  130  spiritual 
descendants  of  Francis  Asbury,  Thomas 
Coke,  Harry  Hosier,  Freeborn  Garrett- 
son  and  Philip  William  Otterbein  gath¬ 
ered  to  hear  once  again  how  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  orga¬ 
nized  to  spread  the  Wesleyan  revival 
throughout  the  then  new  nation. 

It  was  200  years  earlier,  to  the  day, 
that  Asbury  had  been  consecrated  a  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  to  lead  the  new 
church.  The  dining  room  used  for  the 
Bicentennial  observance  stands  on  the 
site  of  the  Lovely  Lane  Meeting  House 
where  the  1784  Christmas  Conference 
was  held. 

Sponsored  by  the  Baltimore  Confer¬ 
ence  Historical  Society,  the  event  was 
intended,  in  the  words  of  one  of  the  his¬ 
torical  characters  present,  to  help  to¬ 
day’s  United  Methodists  "catch  a  vision 
for  the  third  century  right  here  where  it 
all  began.” 

Freeborn  Garretson,  in  the  person  of 
the  Rev.  William  Louis  Piel,  recalled 
how  he  had  ridden  almost  1,200  miles  on 
horseback  to  call  the  preachers  in  the 
new  nation  to  a  conference  beginning 
Dec.  24  in  this  city  midway  between  the 
southern  circuits  in  Virginia  and  the 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  -  Former  United 
Methodist  Bishop  A.  James  Armstrong 
once  led  the  churches’  battle  against  the 
Third  World  marketing  practices  of  the 
Swiss-based  Nestle  Corporation. 

Today,  however,  writes  Washington 
Post  religion  writer  Marjorie  Hyer,  the 
former  United  Methodist  bishop  and  one¬ 
time  critic  of  multi-national  corpora¬ 
tions  is  a  consultant  for  some  of  the  very 
companies  he  once  opposed. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  who  resigned  a  little 
more  than  a  year  ago  as  a  bishop  and  as 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  is  senior  consultant  for  the  In¬ 
ternational  Business-Government  Coun¬ 
selors,  Inc.,  a  Washington-based  firm 
that  does  “intelligence,  research,  coun¬ 
seling  and  problem-solving”  for  corpo¬ 
rate  clients. 

“The  company  whose  problems  Arm¬ 
strong  spends  most  of  his  time  trying  to 
solve,”  says  the  Post  story,  “  is  Nestle.” 

“The  top  Nestle  officials  with  whom 
Armstrong  had  tangled  in  1979  were  re¬ 
placed  by  new  executives,"  for  whom, 
the  former  bishop  said,  “I  came  to  have 
tremendous  respect.” 

Another  current  project  of  Dr.  Arm¬ 
strong’s,  Ms.  Hyer  writes,  "is  an  attempt 
to  resolve  the  boycott  of  Campbell  Soup 
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work  to  be  done. 

The  Perryville  ranch  supports  itself 
with  a  herd  of  Brangus  cattle  and  a  flock 
of  long-haired  sheep. 

A  new  training  center,  to  be  built  this 
year,  will  be  used  to  train  Heifer  Project 
directors  from  all  over  the  world,  Mr. 
Martsolf  said.  These  directors  will  then 
provide  the  training  to  local  farmers  and 
thus  foster  the  local  autonomy  Heifer 
Project  encourages. 

The  new  center  could  play  an  impor¬ 
tant  role  in  African  crisis-area  rehabili¬ 
tation  through  training  local  directors  to 
carry  out  development  projects,  Mr. 
Martsolf  said. 


northern  circuits  reaching  almost  to 
Nova  Scotia. 

History  records  that  "near  60”  of  the 
more  than  80  circuit  riders  in  the  land 
were  present  at  the  Lovely  Lane  Meet¬ 
ing  House  which  had  been  erected  in 
1774.  It  was  characterized  as  a  “func¬ 
tional  structure”  holding  about  100  per¬ 
sons  comfortably  and  boasting  benches 
with  backrests. 

"Black  Harry”  Hosier,  played  by  the 
Rev.  Charles  A.  Johnson  II,  recounted 
how  he  had  led  a  somewhat  reluctant 
Thomas  Coke  on  a  1,000-mile  tour  of 
what  now  is  the  Delmarva  Peninsula  pri¬ 
or  to  the  conference  to  acquaint  Dr.  Coke 
with  the  territory.  Coke,  "an  Oxford 
lad,”  was  John  Wesley’s  personal  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  new  nation. 

Francis  Asbury,  represented  by  the 
Rev.  Stephen  C.  Rettenmayer,  spoke  of 
his  meeting  with  Coke  at  Barratts  Cha¬ 
pel  in  Delaware  that  led  to  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Conference.  He  emphasized  his 
reluctance  to  accept  Mr.  Wesley’s  ap¬ 
pointment  as  superintendent  unless 
elected  by  the  preachers  in  America. 

The  Rev.  William  E.  Utterback  in  the 
role  of  Philip  William  Otterbein,  a  spiri¬ 
tual  forefather  from  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  stream  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  had  the  closing  word  for  the  eve¬ 
ning  here,  and  perhaps  for  the  year-long 
celebration  across  the  denomination: 
“God  loves  us  —  let’s  be  happy  about  it 
and  go  from  there!” 


Co.  by  some  church  and  labor  groups 
over  wages  paid  farm  workers.” 

The  former  bishop  told  the  Post  writer 
that  some  church  leaders  believe  he  has 
made  an  about-face  on  controversial 
business-related  issues  in  which  the 
churches  are  involved.  “A  leader  from 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  asked  me, 
’How  can  you  shift  from  adversary  to 
advocate?’  ”  he  noted. 

Dr.  Armstrong  maintains,  however, 
that  he  is  an  “ally”  of  both  the  churches 
and  the  corporate  sector,  engaged  in 
“building  bridges.” 

The  Post  article  identified  Dr.  Arm¬ 
strong  as  a  United  Methodist  layman 
and  said  he  and  his  wife  live  in  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va. 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  onnually  fo  buy  the 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  with 
agricultural,  educational,  health  ond 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in 
USA  is  volunteer.  Orders  are 
acknowledged,  must  be  received 
by  March  15  to  assure  delivery  by 
Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $6  per  100; 

$3  per  50.  in  multiples  of  50; 

includes  shipping.  Include  your  street  address 
for  UPS  delivery.  Only  individualized 
palm  crosses  available; 

Inquiries  available.  Non-profit,  church  related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS,  P.O.  Box  575, 
Olnoy,  Maryland  20832 


— 

A  pastor’s 

work  can 
go  down 

in  history! 


A  favorite  since  1946,  the  Pastoral 
Record  Revised  remains  the  most  con¬ 
venient  and  permanent  way  for  new 
and  veteran  pastors  to  record  the  his¬ 
tory  of  their  ministry.  Its  340  pages 
contain  sections  for  recording  bap¬ 
tisms,  marriages,  funerals,  salaries,  lec¬ 
tures,  sermons  and  other  events  in  a 
pastor’s  career. 

Revised  for  the  first  time,  this  af¬ 
fordable  volume  of  enduring  value 
will  be  as  popular  and  cherished  as  its 
previous  edition  has  been  for  nearly 
40  years.  Only  $29.95,  ICN  301416 
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Listen  and  Learn 


Recently  I  shared  in  a  learning 
seminar  with  a  group  of  clergy.  It  was 
designed  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  us  to 
share  with  each  other,  both  our  successes 
and  failures,  and  to  learn  from  each 
other. 

It  was  an  outstanding  experience  for 
me.  I  received  new  ideas  for  programs 
•  and  ministry  in  the  local  church, 
discovered  some  outstanding  teachers 
among  my  colleagues  and  the  warm, 
candid,  sharing  fellowship  was  good  for 
my  soul. 

Following  our  meeting,  I  wrote  these 
words:  “Spend  time  with  people  from 
whom  you  can  learn,  who  are  willing  to 
teach  you.  If  we  won’t  listen,  we  can’t 
learn  ...  If  we  don’t  learn,  we  won’t 
grow  ...  If  we  don’t  grow,  we  will 
become  stale  ...  If  we  become  stale,  we 
will  fail.” 

There  is  a  subtle  temptation  to  believe 


Weslake  UM  Celebrates  Groundbreaking 


The  W ater  of  Life 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 

Jesus  had  offered  the  Samaritan 
woman  life-giving  water  that  gave 
eternal  life  (John  4).  Now  at  the  Feast  of 
Tabernacles  he  offers  streams  of  life- 
giving  water  to  the  people.  Water  is  a  key 
symbol  both  for  the  Christian  in  John’s 
Gospel  and  as  part  of  the  Feast  of 
Tabernacles. 

John  tells  us  that  although  Jesus  was 
not  accepted  as  the  messiah  by  his 
family  until  after  his  death,  they 
encouraged  him  to  make  a  public 
demonstration  of  his  mighty  works 
before  the  crowd  at  the  feast.  They  did 
not  dispute  that  Jesus  could  do  mighty 
works,  but  felt  that  he  should  make  a 
public  demonstration  before  the  whole 
nation.  Jesus  declines  because  his 
“hour”  had  not  yet  come. 

The  Feast  of  Tabernacles  was  a 
national  festival,  combining  thanks¬ 
giving  for  the  fall  harvest  and  a  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  Hebrew’s  wan¬ 
dering  in  the  wilderness  for  40  years 
following  the  Exodus  from  Egypt.  A 
major  feature  was  recalling  the  time 
when  Moses  struck  a  rock  that  gave  the 
people  much  needed  water  (Exodus  17:1- 


Laboratory  Training  For  C.S.  Teachers 


A  Laboratory  Training  session  for 
Church  School  Teachers  will  be  held  on 
February  1-3  at  Munholland  UMC,  in 
Metairie,  La.  All  teachers,  or 
prospective  teachers,  of  all  churches, 
large  or  small,  are  urged  to  take 
advantage  of  this  unique  training 


that  we  have  completed  our  education 
and  that  we  know  most  of  what  we  need 
to  know  and  that  there  is  minimum  value 
in  taking  time  out  from  our  important 
work  to  learn  from  our  peers. 

The  experience  reminded  me  that  I  do 
not  know  as  much  as  I  thought  I  did;  that 
I  need  to  make  sure  I  spend  more  time 
with  those  who  can  and  are  willing  to 
teach  me;  and  that  I  must  seek  to  listen 
more  closely  for  every  opportunity  to 
grow  through  learning  from  the  teachers 
who  are  all  about  me  in  large  numbers. 

P.S.  Grateful  thanks  for  your 
magnificent  response  to  the  Hunger 
Appeal.  Almost  $150,000  at  press  time  — 
proportionally  the  Louisiana  Conference 
leads  the  nation  in  giving  to  this  cause. 


Louisiana  Methodist  Pastors 
Meet  to  Share  Experiences 


Twenty-three  of  the  pastors  of  large 
churches  in  the  Conference  gathered  for 
a  twenty-four  hour  period  to  share 
together  their  experience  in  the  ministry. 
The  event  was  convened  by  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood.  Under  his 
guidance  these  pastors  shared  experi¬ 
ences  and  ideas  to  improve  their  minis¬ 
try  to  the  churches  they  serve. 


£ —  — 


WIRE 


Louisiana  Area  has  received  $134,231.12  to  date  of  the  :i 
Bishop’s  Appeal.  If  others  Respond  as  Louisiana  this  would  ? 
result  in  over  8  Million  for  Africa. 

Wanted  to  share  this  good  news  with  you  —  ji 

Walter  L.  Underwood  :j 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
8800  Cleveland  Avenue,  N.W. 

North  Cantory  OH  44720 


A  Word  From  Tulane  University 


Pictured  above  are  a  portion  of  the  large  crowd  as  well  as  those  who  led  the  Service 
of  Groundbreaking  at  the  Westlake  United  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  December 
23,  immediately  following  the  10:50  a.m.  Service.  Representatives  of  all  age  levels  of 
the  congregation  took  their  turn  in  breaking  ground  for  the  church's  new  multi¬ 
purpose  building,  the  first  stage  of  a  complete  renovation  and  expansion  of  the 
church's  facilities. 

Taking  part  in  the  leadership  of  the  service  were  Kristy  Hayes,  children's 
representative;  Randy  Hoven,  youth;  Marie  Marshall,  adult,  E.R.  Dixon,  Senior 
Adult;  Kenny  Cochran,  building  chairman;  Frank  Duroy,  Administrative  Board 
chairman.  The  clergy  leadership  were  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent;  Dr.  Rex  Squyres,  former  pastor;  Fr.  Louis  Melancon,  St.  John  Bosco 
Catholic  Church  Pastor;  and  Dr.  Ted  Standley,  present  pastor.  Plans  are  for  the 
multi-purpose  facility  to  be  complete  in  the  late  spring  of  this  year. 


7),  serving  as  an  ancient  rainamking 
ceremony  to  provide  for  good  crops  the 
coming  year.  During  the  festival  the 
priest  filled  a  golden  pitcher  from  the 
Pool  of  Siloam  and  poured  it  before  the 
altar  of  the  Lord.  The  people  praised  God 
for  the  gift  of  water  and  rain. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  festival,  they 
marched  around  the  altar  seven  times 
waving  bundles  of  twigs  tied  with  a  palm 
and  holding  fruit. 

At  this  dramatic  point,  Jesus  called  out 
to  the  people,  offering  them  streams  of 
living  water  rather  than  physical  water. 
Water  is  symbolic  of  baptism,  but  it  is 
also  a  sign  of  God’s  gift  of  eternal  life. 

The  offer  of  Jesus  to  give  the  people 
living  water  demanded  a  decision.  Like 
our  historical  moment,  the  people  were 
divided  in  their  response.  Some  said  he 
was  a  religious  leader;  some  said  he  was 
God’s  anointed  —  the  messiah,  and 
others  tried  to  arrest  him  out  of  disbelief. 
In  the  midst  of  our  thirst  for  security,  for 
relationships,  for  knowledge,  for  life’s 
meaning,  for  love,  Jesus  offers  us  living 
water  —  God’s  spirit  poured  into  our 
lives,  filling  them  with  ultimate 
significance.  How  will  you  respond? 


Dr.  David  Trickett 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  had 
a  presence  at  Tulane  University  for 
several  decades.  From  its  center  near 
the  heart  of  Tulane’s  campus,  its  impact 
has  made  and  continues  to  make  a 
difference  in  this  private  research 
university.  Currently  headed  by  Dr. 
David  Trickett,  who  is  in  his  second  year 
of  appointment  to  Tulane,  the 
programme  at  Tulane  must  work  with 
members  of  the  university  community 
quite  differently  from  what  often  occurs 
in  state-supported  institutions.  For  one 
thing,  an  unusually  high  number  of 
Tulane  students  come  from  states 
outside  the  south,  and  strong  regional 
differences  —  particularly  different 
sensibilities  about  religious  experience 
—  must  be  sensitively  addressed. 
Toward  this  end,  Dr.  Trickett  has  built 
upon  the  foundations  laid  by  his 
predecessors,  maintaining  several 
important  regular  events  such  as  dinners 
and  breakfasts  for  students  and  faculty 
while  helping  to  forge  new  institutional 
links  between  the  United  Methodist 
center  at  Tulane  and  the  rest  of  the 
university.  He  works  with  students, 
faculty,  and  staff  to  bridge  gaps  that 
exist  between  different  parts  of  the 
university,  and  also  those  between  the 
university  and  the  larger  community 


which  it  serves.  One  of  his  personal  and 
professional  commitments  is  to  interpret 
the  work  of  private  research  universities 
such  as  Tulane  and  ministry  within 
them;  in  this  connection,  he  regularly 
speaks  in  churches,  delivering  sermons, 
otherwise  helping  to  celebrate  the 
weekly  liturgy,  and  teaching  adults. 

Concerned  to  aid  students  and  faculty 
in  coming  to  grips  with  their 
responsibilities  toward  others,  Dr. 
Trickett  has  worked  to  establish  several 
new  programmatic  emphases,  such  as  a 
strong  connection  with  a  global  effort  to 
alleviate  the  problems  of  malnutrition 
and  child  abuse,  study  groups  with 
students,  faculty,  and  clergy  on  various 
significant  topics  (this  spring,  for 
example,  one  study  will  focus  upon  an 
idea  from  William  James  —  (“the 
varieties  of  religious  experience,”  while 
a  second  looks  at  different  traditions  of 
faith  and  a  third  deals  with  a  very  long 
recent  book  called  On  Being  a  Christian.) 
and  he  has  just  worked  to  launch  a  uni¬ 
versity-wide  inter-religious  student  coun¬ 
cil  that  is  part  of  the  student  governance 
structure  at  Tulane,  while  negotiations 
have  also  been  completed  for  a  program 
that  will  enable  students  to  learn  to  read 
better. 

While  there  is  much  more  going  on  at 
Tulane,  you  already  have  an  idea  of  how 
the  work  of  United  Methodism  there  is 
vital;  it  can  actually  change  lives.  This 
work  needs  the  support  of  all  persons  of 
good  will,  especially  the  people  in 
Louisiana  called  United  Methodists. 
Remember  also  that  while  Dr.  Trickett  is 
your  representative  at  Tulane,  he  is 
committed  to  taking  his  work  to  as  many 
people  as  he  can:  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  him  to  assist  your  local  group  in 
carrying  out  its  exercise  of  responsible 
faith.  He  will  be  happy  to  speak  to  and 
teach  both  laity  and  clergy  on  a  wide 
variety  of  topics.  He  may  be  reached  in 
New  Orleans  at  504-866-8681. 

(This  is  one  of  a  series  of  institutional 
ministries  sponsored  by  The  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  —  Ed.) 


experience.  New  teachers,  learn  how  it  is 
done.  Experienced  teachers,  improve 
your  skills.  Areas  covered  will  be  pre¬ 
school  through  adult.  This  is  a  challenge 
to  commit  sixteen  hours  of  this  weekend 
to  becoming  the  best  possible  church 
school  teacher.  Cost  will  be  $15. 


Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
9:00  A.M.,  January  26 
First  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Executive  Session  of  Annual 
Conference  on  Agenda 

The  Annual  Convocation  of  Boards  will  take  place  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  January  24-26.  However,  this  year’s  convocation 
has  several  new  additions. 

On  Friday  night,  January  25,  at  8:00  p.m.,  Bishop  Underwood  will 
convene  an  Executive  Session  of  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
Because  of  the  unique  nature  of  this  session,  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director,  reminds  the  Conference  that  the  following  disciplinary 
passage  spells  it  out, 

.  .  The  Conference  or  the  bishop  may  order  an  executive  session  of 
the  ministerial  members  to  consider  questions  relating  to  matters  of 
ordination,  character,  and  conference  relationships.”  (P  704.6) 

In  addition,  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  will  meet  at  9:00  a  m.  on 
Saturday,  January  26,  to  follow-up  the  planning  of  the  boards,  commissions, 
committees  and  organizations.  This  will  serve  as  a  valuable  asset  in 
coordinating  program  and  calendar  for  1985  and  1986. 

The  dinner  and  convocation  program  will  take  place  at  6:00  p.m.  on 
Friday,  January  25. 

This  involves  members  of  the  Boards  and  Agencies  only  and  not  all 
members  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

The  following  agenda  has  been  set  for  the  convocation. 


Resource  persons  for  the  session  were 
Bishop  Underwood,  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson,  and  Dr.  John  M.  Braden.  Dr. 
Warren  Hartman,  of  Nashville,  sat  in  as 
an  observer. 

Other  events  comparable  to  this  one 
are  being  projected  for  pastors  of 
medium  and  small  churches. 


Thursday,  January  24, 1985 

1 : 00  p.m.  Executive  Committee,  Commission  of  Religion 
&Race 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 
2:00  p.m.  Executive  Committee,  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry 

Commission  on  Christian  Unity  &  Interreligious 
Affairs 

7:00  p.m.  Board  of  Discipleship 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Committees 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  Committees 


Friday,  January  25, 1985 

9:00  a.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Board  of  Diaconal  Ministries 
Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry 
10:00  a  m.  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 

Commission  on  Equitable  Salaries 
Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 
Plenary  Session,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 

1 : 30  p.m.  Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus 
Ministry  Comms. 

Communications  Committee 
2:00  p.m.  Committee  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History 
3:00p.m.  Board  of  Pensions 
3:30  p.m.  Committee  to  Write  the  History 
of  Louisiana  Methodism 

6:00  p.m.  DINNER  &  CONVOCATION  PROGRAM 
8:00  p.m.  Executive  Session  for  Clery  of 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Saturday,  January  26, 1985 
9:00  a  m.  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
10:00  a.m.  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board 
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Shreveport  District  Board  of  Missions 
Makes  Gift  To  Hunger  Appeal 

Pictured  above  is  Dr.  Odell  Simmons,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Shreveport 
District,  receiving  a  check  from  Mr.  James  Goins,  chairman  of  the  Shreveport 
District  Board  of  Missions,  in  the  amount  of  $10,000  to  be  given  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal 
For  Hunger  In  Africa.  Another  $5000  was  given  to  agencies  to  help  with  local  needs. 
These  gifts  are  in  addition  to  the  contributions  made  by  the  individual  churches  of  the 
Shreveport  District. 
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Editorials  “ 

Africa  famine  needs  ‘all  out’  effort 


The  overwhelming  response  to  recent 
appeals  for  emergency  aid  to  famine 
stricken  African  countries—  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  some  remarkable  indi¬ 
vidual  and  group  efforts—  is  welcome 
news  (see  UMR,  Jan.  11).  It  is  appropri¬ 
ate  that  we  should  feel  good  about  our 
part  in  successfully  confronting  a  major 
human  crisis. 

But  two  independent  assessments  of 
the  continuing  needs  in  Ethiopia  and  nu¬ 
merous  other  African  countries  offer  a 
sober  reminder:  as  generous  and  helpful 
as  our  outpouring  of  assistance  has  been, 
the  job  of  stemming  the  famine-related 
crisis  is  just  beginning. 

•  Current  food  supplies,  pledged  and 
on-hand,  will  last  only  through  February. 
That  was  the  conclusion  of  Norma  Kehr- 
berg,  head  of  United  Methodism’s  global 
relief  agency,  after  a  recent  visit  to 
some  of  the  hardest  hit  parts  of  Ethiopia. 
Ms.  Kehrberg  says  the  afflicted  nations 
will  continue  to  need  substantial  food 
shipments  at  least  through  December  of 
1985,  and  probably  well  beyond. 

•  Three  years  after  the  onset  of  the 
drought,  food  assistance  from  all 
sources—  private,  church-related  and 
government—  still  has  not  reached  a 
majority  of  the  7  million  people  facing 
starvation  in  Ethiopia  or  the  150  million 
people  facing  food  shortages  in  Africa 
south  of  the  Sahara  Desert.  This  is  the 
conclusion  of  Bread  for  the  World,  a 
Christian  lobby  for  food  aid.  endorsed  by 
a  broadly  based  group  of  157  religious 
leaders. 

Obviously—  or  perhaps  not  so  obvious 
to  those  of  us  who  have  never  experi¬ 
enced  a  famine—  a  crisis  the  magnitude 
of  the  one  in  Africa  has  no  ‘‘quick  fix." 
Even  if  the  famine  were  to  end  tomor¬ 
row,  the  affected  countries  still  would 
need  large  amounts  of  assistance  to  re 
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cover.  Seed  stock  must  be  replenished; 
refugees  will  have  to  be  resettled  in  their 
homes;  new  wells  are  needed;  and  the 
devastated  national  economies  will  need 
considerable  debt  relief  and  technologi¬ 
cal  assistance  from  the  international 
community. 

In  sum,  unlike  most  previous  human 
disasters,  the  famine  in  Africa  and  its 
related  problems  have  no  foreseeable 
end.  Consequently,  while  emergency  re¬ 
lief  is  urgently  needed  to  address  the 
worst  immediate  suffering,  such  aid  is 
only  one  aspect  of  a  multi-faceted,  long- 
range  effort  needed  to  bring  about  full 
recovery  in  the  afflicted  countries,  and 
to  avert  famine  the  next  time  a  drought 
occurs. 

We  in  the  church  would  do  well  to 
regard  our  present  relief  efforts  as  the 
"first  fruits”  of  a  continuing  long-term 
commitment.  That  commitment  should 
include  our  prayers  that  those  holding 
decision-making  positions  might  carry 
out  their  responsibilities  with  wisdom 
and  compassion.  It  should  include  pray¬ 
erful  financial  support  of  ongoing  mea¬ 
sures  by  our  church  relief  agencies  and 
participation  in  church-related  develop¬ 
ment  projects  such  as  Heifer  Project  In¬ 
ternationa)  (see  UMR,  Jan.  11).  We  also 
should  consider  lending  active  support  to 
Christian-based  groups  like  Bread  for 
the  World  that  attempt  to  influence  pub¬ 
lic  officials  to  adopt  generous,  humane 
food  policies  toward  needy  countries. 

Given  all  we  now  know  about  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  human  suffering  on  the  African 
continent,  it  would  degrade  our  most  re¬ 
cent  acts  of  compassion  if  we  fail  to 
promote  an  “all  out”  continuing  effort 
by  the  world  community  to  recreate  con¬ 
ditions  there  so  that  life  once  again  can 
be  lived  as  God  intends  for  it  to  be  lived. 


Why  was  famine  ignored? 


Why  did  American  Christians  take  so 
long  to  recognize  the  current  starvation 
tragedy  in  Africa?  Newspapers  and 
magazines— both  secular  and  religious- 
had  reported  for  many  months  how  fam¬ 
ine  was  spreading  across  the  continent. 
Much  of  Africa  has  been  suffering  from 
a  drought  for  three  years. 

Yet  it  took  television  reports  from 
Ethiopia— sights  and  sounds  of  people 
literally  starving  to  death— to  bring  the 
tragedy  into  the  popular  American  con¬ 
sciousness. 

An  unrelated  report  by  historian  Dan¬ 
iel  J.  Boorstin,  head  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  may  help  to  explain  why  this 
tragedy  was  ignored  for  so  long.  In  a 
privately  funded  study  sent  to  Congress 
in  December,  Mr.  Boorstin  said  that  23 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions' 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as 
new  readers  approximately  700  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Madison  Street  UMC 
in  Clarksville,  Tennessee  (Tennessee 
Conference)  and  1,100  member-families 
of  the  First  UMC  in  Fort  Myers,  Florida 
(Florida  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual 
conference  and  general  religious  news 
and  opinion  into  one  paper  that  is  mailed 
directly  to  the  homes  of  the  church’s 
members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Clarksville, 
and  Fort  Myers,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 
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We  should  help  ‘walking  wounded ' 
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X  HAP  THE  RIGHT 
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By  HOWARD  CLINEBELL 

Pastors  and  congregations  have  a  tre¬ 
mendous  opportunity  to  become  more 
effective  channels  of  God’s  healing  love 
for  the  countless  number  of  persons  who 
are  the  “walking  wounded”— suffering 
from  hidden  but  infected  and  unhealed 
grief  wounds— in  our  congregations  and 
communities. 

The  epidemic  of  partially  healed  grief 
that  is  all  around  us  includes  the  wounds 
resulting  from  all  manner  of  losses, 
changes  and  life  transitions-e.g.  di¬ 
vorce;  unemployment;  a  handicapped 
child;  moving;  mandatory  retirement; 
death  of  a  parent,  child  or  spouse;  loss  of 
one’s  youth,  one’s  dream  or  one’s  faith; 
etc. 

There  is  a  crying  need  for  innovative 
new  strategies  aimed  at  developing  the 
many  unused  capacities  of  congrega¬ 
tions  to  be  better  places  of  healing  for 
the  "walking  wounded.”  Fortunately,  a 
growing  number  of  pastors  and  congre¬ 
gations  are  experimenting  with  such 
strategies,  often  with  striking  effective¬ 
ness. 

There  are  at  least  three  approaches 
that  seem  to  be  valuable  if  not  essential 
parts  of  congregational  grief-healing 
strategies: 

•  Teach  members  of  a  church  through 
sermons,  classes,  growth  groups  and 
workshops  how  to  help  themselves  and 
others  cope  with  the  multiple  losses  of 
life  in  a  healing  way. 


•  Offer  regular  opportunities  for  per¬ 
sons  going  through  the  deep  water  of 
major  changes  and  losses  to  meet  with 
others  experiencing  similar  losses,  for 
mutual  support  and  healing  in  small 
“grief  groups”  of  various  kinds. 

•  Recruit  and  train  a  lay  caring  team 
of  persons  in  a  congregation  who  have 
walked  through  the  dark  valleys  of 
losses  and  have  learned  and  grown  as  a 
result.  Such  teams  are  usually  coached 
by  their  pastor.  They  work  with  her  or 
him  in  multiplying  the  healing  outreach 
of  the  ministry  of  caring  in  their  congre¬ 
gation  and  community. 

There  are  other  encouraging  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  grief  field. 

Seminarians  today  in  most  if  not  all 
United  Methodist  seminaries  (as  well  as 
most  other  seminaries)  receive  at  least 
introductory  training  in  the  basic  princi¬ 
ples  of  helping  grief-stricken  individuals 
and  families.  Most  seminary  teachers  of 
pastoral  care  and  counseling  would 
agree  that  seminarians  in  general,  and 
many  parish  clergy,  would  profit  from 
more  supervised  training  in  this  healing 
ministry,  including  instruction  in  how  to 
train  lay  careers  and  how  to  set  up  and 
lead  a  grief  group. 

In  my  experience  in  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  for  clergy,  awareness  of  this  need  is 
widespread  among  our  ministers. 

To  illustrate  what  is  happening:  The 
Institute  for  Religion  and  Wholeness  in 


Claremont  sponsored  a  “Growing' 
Through  Loss”  training  conference  last 
January.  More  than  40  teams  from 
churches,  hospitals,  retirement  commu¬ 
nities  and  hospice  programs  developed 
grief-healing  programs  for  use  in  their 
own  settings. 

But  much  more  is  needed.  Churches  as 
faith-empowered  communities  of  caring 
can  and  should  have  the  central  role  in. 
providing  a  healing  response  to  the  grief, 
epidemic  in  their  communities.  We  walk 
in  the  footsteps  of  One  who  calls  us  to 
bear  each  other’s  burdens  and  who  de¬ 
clared  that  those  who  mourn  will  be 
blessed  with  comfort  and  healing.  This 
mutual  ministry  is  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  challenges  facing  us  as  Chris¬ 
tians  today! 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Howard  Clinebell,  is  professor  of 
pastoral  psychology  and  counseling  at 
the  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont  and 
a  ministerial  member  of  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
" Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Some  good  advice  for  would-be  missionary 


million  Americans— about  12  percent  of 
the  population— "are  functionally  illiter¬ 
ate  by  the  simplest  tests  of  reading, 
writing  and  comprehension."  Their  num¬ 
ber  is  growing  by  2.3  million  a  year. 

A  more  sobering  finding  is  that  44  per¬ 
cent  of  Americans  are  "aliterate.”  They 
can  read  but  choose  not  to. 

Consequently,  even  though  the  story 
was  there,  many  people  may  have  de¬ 
clined  to  read  it. 

The  number  of  people  who  can’t  or 
won’t  read— 56  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion-should  concern  us  as  Christians. 
We  are  called  to  love  God  with  our 
minds  as  well  as  our  hearts.  Poorly  in¬ 
formed  persons  are  far  less  likely  to  re¬ 
spond  effectively  to  human  need  than 
knowledgeable  ones.  The  delay  in  our 
African  relief  effort,  which  may  have 
cost  thousands  of  lives,  provides  just  one 
example  of  that. 

We  should  candidly  assess  our  own  at¬ 
titudes  toward  reading  and  those  of  our 
families.  Simply  put,  are  we  among 
those  who  can  read  but  choose  not  to  for 
any  number  of  reasons? 

Some  of  our  Lord’s  strongest  words 
were  directed  at  those  who  had  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  detect  and  understand  the  “signs  of 
the  times"  but  chose  not  to.  Many  of 
those  signs  may  appear  through  spoken 
words  and  moving  images.  As  powerful 
as  those  images  are,  they  rarely  promote 
the  depth  of  insight  and  understanding 
that  comes  from  a  regular  diet  of  read¬ 
ing  a  broad  range  of  materials  on  all 
facets  of  human  life. 

Christians  traditionally  have  been 
known  as  "people  of  the  Book.”  Of  all 
people,  we  should  actively  promote 
reading— for  information,  for  pleasure, 
for  wisdom  and  for  spiritual  guidance— 
as  a  basic  responsibility  and  tool  for  un¬ 
derstanding  God’s  will  for  our  complex 
world. 


To  the  Editor: 

Perhaps  a  former  missionary,  a  for¬ 
mer  board  secretary  and  a  retired  Central 
Conference  bishop  can  help  candidate 
William  Winn  answer  the  question, 
“Should  I  be  a  Missionary?”  (see  UMR 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  Dec.  21). 

First,  if  he  becomes  a  missionary  un¬ 
der  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  he  will  not  be  pres¬ 
sured  to  become  a  "political  activist.” 
He  will  be  expected  to  preach  the  Gospel 
and  be  a  witness  in  his  own  way. 

However,  if  he  is  a  Christian,  it  is 
likely  that  he  will  be  considered  a  politi¬ 
cal  activist.  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
revolutionary,  and  anyone  who  lives  the 
Gospel  probably  will  be  considered  a  po¬ 
litical  activist  whether  he  or  she  wishes 
it  or  not.  The  primary  motivation  will 
come  from  the  Gospel  itself  and  not 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Second,  Mr.  Winn  would  become  a 
"blasphemer”  only  if  he  were  not  true  to 
his  own  spiritual  insights:  "This  above 
all,  to  thy  own  self  be  true. ...” 

Third,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
desperately  iieeds  people  of  deep  convic¬ 
tions  and  broad  vision.  As  a  missionary 
under  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Mr.  Winn  will  have  as  much  freedom  to 
proclaim  the  Good  News  as  under  any 
sending  agency.  I  hope  he  will  go  and 
make  that  proclamation  in  life  values 
and  life  style  as  well  as  in  verbal  utter¬ 
ances. 

Ralph  E.  Dodge 
Dowling  Park,  Florida 

Thanks  for ‘flash’ of  hope 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  United  Methodist  all  my 
life  and  a  Christian  for  the  past  four 
years.  I  have  a  great  love  and  concern 
for  this  sleeping  giant  of  a  denomination 
and  have  always  read  your  paper  for 
those  little  "rays  of  hope.” 

Well,  in  the  Dec.  28  issue  in  the  "My 
Witness”  column,  I  found  a  great  flash  of 
light!  My  thanks  go  to  Richard  Burns  for 
a  beautiful,  moving  testimony  of  what 


God  can  do  in  a  believer’s  life.  Also, 
thanks  to  you  folks  at  the  Reporter  for 
choosing  to  print  Mr.  Burns’  witness. 

This  past  year  was  our  church’s  Bicen¬ 
tennial.  I  have  seen  and  participated  in  a 
year  of  song  fests,  birthday  cakes,  floats, 
costumes  and  services.  None  of  these 
celebrations  of  our  past  has  given  me 
much  hope  for  the  future.  I  hope  and 
pray  with  all  my  heart  that  Mr.  Burns’ 
witness  is  a  reflection  of  our  future. 
Then  I  know  that  once  again  people 
would  flock  to  our  churches. 

Richard  Griffen 
Hannibal,  Missouri 

What  about  the  winner? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  "nit-pick”  with  the  Dec. 
7  article  by  Harold  Perdue  headlined 
“Lessons  seen  in  recent  election.” 

Mr.  Perdue  went  to  great  lengths  to 
mention  Walter  Mondale  by  name  and 
then  went  into  considerable  detail  about 
his  background,  training  and  experience, 
the  fact  that  he  is  a  professional,  that  he 
is  knowledgeable  about  the  workings  of 
the  federal  government  and,  finally,  that 
he  is  familiar  with  the  decision-making 
processes. 

A  few  paragraphs  later,  he  had  some¬ 
thing  to  say  about  someone  who  was  ob¬ 
viously  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  But  I  guess  we  would  have  had 
to  refer  to  him  as  “what’s-his-name.” 

It  seems  to  me  the  absence  of  Ronald 
Reagan’s  name  was  obvious,  and  there 
was  no  mention  whatsoever  of  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  capabilities,  background,  training, 
experience  etc.  That  obviously  labels 
Mr.  Perdue  as  a  liberal  Democrat. 

To  which  someone  might  respond,  “So 
what?”  Good  point!  I  guess  the  nit-pick¬ 
ing  I’m  referring  to  is  why  was  so  much 
recognition  given  to  a  loser  while  the 
winner’s  name  was  not  even  mentioned? 
William  H.  Thurber 
Barrington,  Rhode  Island 

Abortion  views  resented 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  "feminist  for  life,”  I  resent  John 
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Editor’s  sabbatical  leave  to  Kenya: 
More  like  a  dash  than  a  —  30  — 


As  this  issue  of  the  Reporter  is  read, 
my  wife,  our  three  children  and  I  will  be 
en  route  to  Nairobi,  Kenya,  which  we 
will  call  home  for  the  next  six  months 
during  a  long-awaited  period  of  sabbati¬ 
cal  leave. 

Preparing  for  our  time  away  has  itself 
been  a  stimulating  growth  experience. 
After  nearly  16  years  of  building  and 
trying  to  hold  together  the  Reporter’s 
sprawling  organization  as  its  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  I’ve  spent  the  last  few  months 
learning  how  to  make  myself  expendable 
and  to  entrust  the  paper’s  immediate  fu¬ 
ture  to  others. 

Some  who  know  me  well  from  work¬ 
ing  closely  with  me  over  the  years  have 
doubted  my  ability  to  let  go.  In  my  mind, 
the  final  test  of  my  leadership  here  is  the 
Reporter’s  ability  to  serve  the  church 
effectively  without  me  on  the  scene.  As  I 
leave,  I  feel  surprisingly  serene  and  se¬ 
cure  in  the  belief  that  this  enterprise  will 
continue  not  only  to  function  but  to  flour¬ 
ish  during  my  absence  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Rev  Daniel  J.  Louis  and  a 
very  capable  group  of  other  Reporter 
executives. 

I’ve  been  surprised  to  learn  how  few 
people  have  a  clear  conception  of  a  sab¬ 
batical,  as  contrasted  with  a  vacation, 
leave  of  absence,  retirement  or  resigna¬ 
tion.  That  is  revealed  by  the  number  of 
discreet  inquiries  we  have  encountered 
regarding  "the  real  reason"  behind  my 
time  away.  More  frequently  it  has  sur¬ 
faced  in  the  question:  “But  what  are  you 
going  to  be  doing?" 

Well...  First,  I  am  going  to  relish  the 
opportunity  for  an  almost  complete 


change  of  scenery,  pace  and  pressures. 
After  nearly  20  years  in  the  same  home 
and  the  same  organization,  a  sabbatical 
could  be  justified  for  this  purpose  alone. 
During  this  time,  I  intend  for  the  one 
element  not  changing  —  my  family  —  to 
receive  a  quantity  and  quality  of  my 
attention  that  often  in  the  past  has  gone 
to  the  Reporter. 

This  period  also  will  enable  me  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  church  and  the  world  from  a 
different  vantage  point.  A  “given”— 
more  or  less—  in  my  role  as  editor  is  to 
deal  with  the  church  primarily  in  gener¬ 
al,  United  Methodist  and  North  Ameri¬ 
can  terms.  I’ve  long  sought  to  combine  a 
strong  local  church  identification  with 
an  ecumenical  outlook  and  a  sense  of 
world  citizenship.  This  claim  feels  rath¬ 
er  hollow  after  awhile,  however,  unless 
it  is  undergirded  by  something  more 
than  words  and  a  token  commitment  of 
time. 

I  have  no  illusions  about  going  to  Afri¬ 
ca  as  a  missionary.  I  hope  my  family 
and  I  will  have  something  to  contribute 
to  the  church  there  beyond  our  prayers, 
presence  and  tithes,  but  we  are  going 
chiefly  as  learners.  If  we  have  a  tradi¬ 
tional  missionary  role  to  play,  it  will  be 
in  our  ability  to  learn  well  from  an  area 
of  the  church  that  is  alive  and  growing 
despite  difficult  external  circumstances, 
and  later  to  interpret  what  we  have 
learned  to  United  Methodists  back  in  the 
United  States. 

Part  of  our  time  will  be  spent  visiting 
with  church  leaders  and  observing  the 
church  at  work  in  Kenya  and  a  number 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 
of  other  African  countries  including  Zim¬ 
babwe,  Mozambique,  South  Africa,  Sene¬ 
gal  and  Burundi.  I  am  deeply  indebted  to 
the  Africa  Office  of  our  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  to  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ke¬ 
nya  for  their  assistance  and  support  in 
making  our  arrangements.  And  I  am  in¬ 
debted  to  the  Reporter’s  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  for  making  this  experience  possible. 

I  will  have  an  office  at  the  St.  Paul 
Theological  School  in  Limuru,  a  moun¬ 
tain  community  about  20  miles  outside 
Nairobi.  I  plan  to  spend  a  significant 
block  of  time  in  the  study  there  each 
week  reading  and  writing. 

We  have  purposely  kept  most  of  our 
plans  general.  Bishop  K.H.  Ting,  head  of 
the  Protestant  Church  in  China,  once 
chided  a  group  of  Western  Christians  I 
was  in  for  our  obsessions  with  long- 
range  planning  and  expressed  a  prefer¬ 
ence  for  making  decisions  "as  they  need 
to  be  made.”  We  are  told  that  this  advice 
will  stand  us  in  good  stead  as  we  seek  to 
fit  in  and  learn  from  our  hosts  in  Kenya. 

The  common  way  for  a  journalist  to 
end  a  story  is  with  a  —30—.  I  look  upon 
my  time  away  from  my  responsibilities 
at  the  Reporter  more  like  a  dash  than  a 
—30—.  This  interlude  is  an  investment 
that  I  trust  will  enhance  all  the  remain¬ 
ing  years  of  my  ministry.  I  look  forward 
to  sharing  with  readers  of  the  Report¬ 
er— both  while  I’m  away  and  after  I  re¬ 
turn-some  of  the  exciting  ways  I 
observe  God  to  be  at  work  in  the  lives  of 
people  and  churches  in  Africa. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Swomley’s  statements  in  the  Dec.  7  Re¬ 
porter  that  opposing  abortion  is  a  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  position  (curious,  since  he 
attributes  it  also  to  Jerry  Falwell,  who  is 
non-Catholic,  if  not  vaguely  anti-Catho- 
lic)  and  an  anti-feminist  one. 

As  I  see  it,  abortion— being  an  attack 
on  the  healthy,  normal,  feminine  condi¬ 
tion  of  pregnancy— is  just  another  form 
of  sexism.  Sexism  is  how  society  punish¬ 
es  women  precisely  because  of  their  po¬ 
tential  to  bear  children.  I  the  pro-abor¬ 
tion  forces  are  “pro-choice”  and  “pro¬ 
women,”  why  aren’t  their  members  sup¬ 
porting  the  emergency  pregnancy  ser¬ 
vices  that  give  women  a  choice  to  avoid 
abortion  when  circumstances  motivate 
against  the  pregnant  woman? 

Further,  if  religious  freedom  were 
threatened  by  every  law  that  enforced  a 
condition  not  prohibited  by  all  religions, 
Mr.  Swomley  should  be  writing  against 
parking  tickets,  library  fines  and  taxes. 
Religious  liberty  is  threatened  by  laws 
forcing  people  to  do  things  against  their 
religion,  not  those  simply  not  demanded 
by  it! 

When  the  sex  is  known,  more  than  95 
percent  of  the  children  aborted -before 
birth  are  female.  Abortion  is  not  a  "re¬ 
lief  of  the  mother”  procedure  but  an  at¬ 
tack  on  the  child.  The  technology  that 
Mr.  Swomley  correctly  sees  as  the  solu¬ 
tion  to  extreme  distress  in  pregnancy  is 
not  future.  It  is  already  at  hand.  It  is  not 
being  done  because  pro-abortionists 
want  the  child  dead  as  much  as  because 
fundamentalists  protest  tinkering  with 
procreation. 

I  don’t  know  how  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  will  stand  on  fetal  transplant  be¬ 
cause  I  am  not  sure  as  Mr.  Swomley  that 
they  are  ultra-conservatives.  Look 
where  they  landed  on  the  peace  and 
economy  questions.  I  hope  they  get  the 
chance.  I  am  afraid  that  the  extreme 
right  and  extreme  left  will  once  again 
become  strange  bed  fellows  and  defeat 
any  such  innovative  measures  that  satis¬ 
fy  basic  principles  but  offend  the  cultist 

aspects  of  both.  ..  .  0  .  , 

K  Mary  Ann  Schafer 

Peoria,  Illinois 

.  .  .  and  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Professor  John  Swomley’s  “Here  I 
Stand"  article  was  timely  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  7).  The  Roman  Catholic  bishops  and 
United  Methodist  bishops  have  the  same 
right  to  lobby  that  I  have. 

But  bishops  ought  not  publicly  to  at¬ 
tack  members  of  their  church  who  are 
candidates  for  office  or  otherwise  try  to 
coerce  them  to  vote  their  church's  offi¬ 
cial  position  into  law.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Discipline  has  a  clear  statement 


about  abortion  that  differs  from  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine,  but  secular  law  should 
be  based  on  consensus,  not  on  church 
doctrine. 

Professor  Swomley  should  have  point¬ 
ed  out  that  there  are  no  pre-born  chil¬ 
dren  as  those  who  would  compel  women 
to  carry  dangerous  pregnancies  to  term 
assert.  The  child  is  one  who  is  born.  A 
miscarried  fetus  is  not  a  pre-born  child. 
Nor  is  that  a  “pro-life”  vs.  “anti-life” 
issue. 

The  woman’s  life  is  more  important 
than  the  life  of  a  potential  person.  Abor¬ 
tion  in  the  early  stage  of  pregnancy  does 
not  do  violence  to  a  fertilized  egg  or 
even  to  a  fetus  before  the  formation  of 
the  brain.  Violence  to  a  fetus  at  later 
stages  has  to  be  weighed  against  the  vio¬ 
lence  to  the  woman  if  she  is  compelled  to 
risk  her  own  life  or  health  or  bear  the 
child  of  a  rapist.  „  „  . 

F  Kathleen  C.  Kerber 
Emmetsburg,  Iowa 

More  leaders  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

"Carlton  R.  (Sam)  Yoiupg  has  been 
named  editor  of  the  new.UM  hymnaL-’ 
So  goes  the  news  release  headlined  "Edi¬ 
tor  selected  for  hymnal  project”  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  7). 

Dr.  Young  was  also  editor  of  the  1964 
hymnal.  While  I  have  absolutely  no  ques¬ 
tion  regarding  his  ability  to  get  the  job 
done,  I  am  very  dismayed  about  what 
this  choice  says  about  United  Methodist 
leadership. 

When  the  “best  choice”  is  seen  as  the 
same  person  who  did  the  same  job  more 
than  20  years  earlier,  it  suggests  that  the 
circle  of  leadership  at  the  general 
church  level  is  very  narrow  and  perhaps 
ingrown.  We  need  constantly  to  open  up 
and  share  our  responsibilities. 

Dr.  Young  will  do  a  fine  job.  But  let  us 
be  wary,  as  other  leadership  positions 
are  being  filled,  of  drawing  from  too 
small  a  pool  of  persons. 

Jean  S.  Young 
Laytonsville,  Maryland 

Headline  was  misleading 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  headline  for  the  letter  by  Julie  J. 
James  (“Why  my  mind  has  changed 
about  opposing  abortion”)  is  so  worded 
that  it  has  an  instantaneous,  first-glance 
meaning  opposite  of  the  intended  mes¬ 
sage  (see  UMR,  Dec.  7). 

It  is  poor  writing  to  imply  a  meaning 
that  is  so  vague. 

If  a  mind  is  changed  about  opposing 
something,  then  you  are  not  opposing  it 
any  more.  You  are  now  for  it.  Right? 

Marie  P.  Garrison 
McAllen,  Texas 


CHURCHES,  INVEST  IN  CHURCHES 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in  East  Moriches,  New  York,  is  one  of 
498  churches  investing  in  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund. 
The  trustees,  pictured  here,  consider  that  an  investment  in  UMDF  is 
good  stewardship. The  fund  makes  low-cost  loans  to  build  and  renovate 
churches.  Growing  congregations  can  then  extend  their  outreach  into 
the  community. 

Does  your  church  have  money  to  invest?  Is  it  working  to  help  another 
church  expand  its  ministry  while  earning  9.5%  interest  for  your  church? 
Write  today  for  further  information. 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund 

475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303-R3 
New  York,  N.Y.  101 15 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State. 


_  Zip  _ 


Phone  Number_ 


The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only, 
limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  ex¬ 
empt  or  registered.  Call  or  write  for  a 
free  Prospectus  and  further  information. 
(Phone  212-870-3856) 

A  free  videotape  on  the  fund  is  availa¬ 
ble.  Please  write  to  schedule. 

Date:  _ Format: _ 
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Kansas  West,  med  center  officials 
striving  to  ‘strike  a  deal’  on  sale 

Sale  would  be  first  by  UMs  to  for-pro  fit  corporation 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Reporter  Staff 

WICHITA.  Kan. -Responding  to 
heavy  initial  opposition  from  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  the  proposed  sale  of  a 
successful  UM-related  hospital  here,  of¬ 
ficials  of  both  the  Kansas  West  Annual 
Conference  and  the  hospital  are  appar¬ 
ently  trying  to  “strike  a  deal”  that  will 
satisfy  all  parties. 

If  the  hospital  board  of  trustees  goes 
through  with  its  intent  to  sell  the  hospital 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  21  and  Jan.  4),  728-bed 
Wesley  Medical  Center  would  be  the 
first  United  Methodist  hospital  ever  sold 
to  a  for-profit  corporation.  The  trustees 
Nov.  20  signed  a  letter  of  intent  to  sell 
within  120  days. 

The  prospect  of  such  a  sale  has  creat¬ 
ed  shock  waves  among  many  denomina¬ 
tional  officials  in  the  26  states  where 
United  Methodists  are  related  to  hospi¬ 
tals  and  has  raised  concerns  that  those 
hospitals,  too,  could  be  put  on  the  sale 
block,  several  church-related  health 
care  leaders  have  told  the  Reporter. 

Task  force  forming  plan 

An  11-member  special  task  force  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Kansas  Area  Bishop  Kenneth 
Hicks  after  opposition  swelled  in  Decem¬ 
ber  met  Jan.  11  as  a  total  group  for  the 
second  time.  It  was  scheduled  to  meet 
again  this  weekend  to  draw  up  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  send  to  members  of  the 
Kansas  West  Annual  Conference  before 
their  special  session  which  Bishop  Hicks 
has  called  for  Feb.  1  to  consider  the  sale. 

The  bishop  and  other  leaders  re¬ 
mained  tight-lipped  when  interviewed  by 
the  Reporter  last  week  about  whether 
they  will  recommend  for  or  against  the 
$265  million  sale  to  Hospital  Corporation 
of  America,  the  nation’s  largest  for-prof¬ 
it  hospital  chain  based  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

A  story  in  the  Jan.  12  Wichita  Eagle- 
Beacon  quotes  task  force  chairman  the 
Rev.  Chester  Osborn  and  Bishop  Hicks  as 
saying  they  expect  the  hospital  board  of 
trustees  to  vote  to  sell  even  if  the  annual 
conference  votes  against  it.  The  confer¬ 
ence  chancellor  (attorney)  has  stated  his 
opinion  that  conference  approval  is  nec¬ 
essary  before  the  sale  can  be  made,  but 
the  hospital’s  attorney  disputes  this  opin¬ 
ion.  (Bishop  Hicks  is  a  member  of  the 
hospital  board.) 

Most  persons  speculating  about  the 
outcome  said  the  task  force  is  trying  to 
strike  a  deal  that  would  give  the  annual 
conference  access  to  or  influence  over 
some  of  the  $200-million  profit  ($65  mil¬ 
lion  of  the -sale  price  would  cover  cur¬ 
rent  indebtedness). 

“Pot”  said  being  “sweetened” 

One  outspoken  opponent  of  the  sale, 
the  Rev.  James  E.  Lansdowne  II,  a 
member  of  the  Kansas  West  conference, 
said  the  annual  conference  should  vote 
to  keep  its  hospital  and  have  the  back¬ 
bone  to  challenge  legally  any  move  by 
the  board  to  sell.  He  said  he  believes  the 
task  force  and  hospital  officials  are 
working  to  “sweeten  the  pot”  for  United 
Methodists  to  ensure  a  “yes”  vote  at  the 
special  session. 

Mr.  Lansdowne  also  said  he  believes 
the  conference  definitely  would  have 
voted  down  any  recommendation  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  original  plan  the  hospital  board 
of  trustees  signed  Nov.  20.  That  plan 
would  have  put  the  $200-million  profit 
into  the  Wesley  Medical  Center  Endow¬ 
ment  Foundation  which  has  no  connec¬ 
tion  to  the  church. 

The  foundation  was  created  without 
church  ties  with  himself  as  president, 
Mr.  Lansdowne  said,  so  the  foundation 
would  be  free  to  raise  funds  to  benefit 
research  and  other  services  at  the  hospi¬ 
tal  without  being  limited  to  denomina¬ 
tional  connections.  Kansas  Methodists 
started  the  hospital  in  1912. 

Cries  of  "giveaway"  and  “corporate 
Steal”  fueled  opposition  in  December  to 
any  plan  to  turn  profits  from  the  sale 
.over  to  the  non-church-related  endow¬ 
ment  foundation. 

Wesley  officials,  trying  to  facilitate 
the  sale,  then  said  they  would  work  with 
conference  officials  to  develop  a  more 
satisfactory  arrangement. 


The  Rev.  Dwayne  Dyer,  current  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  endowment  foundation  and  a 
member  of  the  Kansas  West  conference, 
told  the  Reporter  that  the  non-aligned 
foundation  might  be  willing  to  become 
organically  tied  to  the  annual  conference 
to  give  United  Methodists  within  the  con¬ 
ference  access  to  some  of  the  proceeds 
should  the  sale  go  through. 

Opposition  becomes  quiet 

Last  week,  at  a  large  clergy  gathering 
in  Hutchison,  Kan.,  and  in  interviews  in 
Wichita,  the  Reporter  found  the  noisy 
controversy  of  December  had  become 
quiet. 

One  pastor  who  had  led  his  church  in 
vocal  protests  earlier  said  he  had  decid¬ 
ed  to  step  back  from  the  fray  for  now. 

Most  people  cited  two  reasons  for  the 
at-least-temporary  halt  in  public  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  sale: 

•  Formation  of  the  UM  task  force  for 
the  purpose  of  studying  all  the  options. 

•  A  full-page  ad  in  the  Wichita  Eagle- 
Beacon  in  which  Bishop  Hicks  and  the 
hospital  chairman,  a  Catholic  physician, 
asked  people  to  refrain  from  making 
hasty  assessments  before  the  task  force 
finished  its  work. 

Mr.  Lansdowne,  who  two  years  ago 


was  asked  to  step  down  as  president  of 
the  endowment  foundation,  charged: 
"The  opposition  has  been  muzzled  effec¬ 
tively  by  these  moves.” 

He  said  he  is  appalled  by  what  has 
become  a  major  concern  in  the  annual 
conference  over  how  much  money  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  can  get  from  the  sale: 
“That’s  selling  out  for  a  mess  of  pottage 
.  .  .  The  mission  of  Christ  was  to  heal  the 
sick  and  it  should  be  ours”  by  staying  in 
the  hospital  business. 

New  ministries  studied 

Annual  conference  leaders  studying 
the  situation  said  the  church  must  not 
limit  its  vision  of  health-care  ministries 
to  hospitals. 

“Amid  a  changing  health  care  indus¬ 
try,  it  would  seem  appropriate  to  consid¬ 
er  all  the  options  ...  to  undergird  the 
health  and  welfare  ministry  (of  the 
church),”  said  Mr.  Osborn,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  conference’s  Hutchinson  dis¬ 
trict. 

He  said  his  committee  is  studying  “the 
possibility  of  new  ministries"  but  he 
could  not  elaborate.  He  said  that  such 
specifics  would  be  detailed  in  the  task 
force’s  report  which  will  be  completed 
later  this  month. 


Each  dot  on  the  map  represents  a  city  or  town  in  the  26  states 
with  at  least  one  United  Methodist-related  hospital.  (Shaded 
states  have  none.)  What  happens  concerning  the  sale  of  the 
UM  hospital  in  Wichita  (see  stories  on  this  page)  is  of  great 
significance  to  the  future  of  all  those  institutions,  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  Robert  Willner,  executive  director  of  the  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Association  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries.  He  said  no 
executives  of  the  hospitals  or  of  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  related  to  them  can  afford  to  ignore  what  is 
happening  in  Wichita.  In  subsequent  issues,  the  Reporter  will 
report  what  some  of  those  executives  say  about  the  kind  of 
future  they  see  for  church-hospital  relationships. 


Church’s  mission  in  health  care  debated 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Reporter  Staff 

WICHITA,  Kan.— Claims  vary  drasti¬ 
cally  about  how  the  mission  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  might  be  affected 
by  the  sale  of  a  UM-related  hospital 
here. 

Selling  a  hospital  actually  can  expand 
the  church’s  health  care  mission,  con¬ 
tend  officials  of  Wesley  Medical  Center 
here  who  favor  the  proposed  sale  to  a 
for-profit  corporation. 

“The  church’s  mission  through  this 
hospital  isn’t  going  to  change  just  be¬ 
cause  the  hospital  is  working  for  a  prof¬ 
it,”  said  Don  Stewart,  executive  vice 
president  of  Wesley. 

And  money  from  the  sale  can  be  used 
to  pay  for  other  health  ministries  in 
Wichita  such  as  a  fledgling  UM-support- 
ed  Hispanic  clinic  and  new  rural  health 
programs,  he  said. 

Opponents  counter  that  going  through 
with  the  proposed  sale  of  Wesley  to  a 
for-profit  corporation  (see  related  story 
on  this  page)  would  be  like  pulling  down 
the  large,  United  Methodist-symbol— 
lighted  cross  and  flame  sign— from  the 
hospital’s  walls  and  replacing  them  with 
giant  dollar  signs. 

If  for  no  other  reasons,  opponents  say, 
United  Methodists  should  be  wary  of  the 
mission  claims  of  sale  proponents  be¬ 
cause  of  the  secretive  process  leading  to 
the  Nov.  20  signing  of  a  letter  of  intent 
by  the  hospital’s  board  of  trustees. 

Sale  proposal  developed  secretly 

Interviews  with  officials  of  Wesley 
Medical  Center  and  of  the  Kansas  West 
Annual  Conference  showed  the  following : 

•  A.  B.  Davis  Jr.,  Wesley’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  the  first  time  that  any  of  the 
42-member  board  of  trustees  discussed 
the  possibility  of  a  sale  was  in  August 
when  he  and  the  board’s  chairman,  a 
Catholic  physician,  asked  eight  board 
members  to  serve  on  a  special  commit¬ 
tee-unknown  to  the  rest  of  the  board— 
to  study  the  options  for  the  financially 
strong  hospital. 

One  member  of  the  committee  of 
eight,  Clinton  Engstrand,  an  oil  man  and 
a  United  Methodist,  said:  “I  was  shocked 
to  hear  sale  mentioned.  But  after  I  stud¬ 
ied  it,  I  saw  a  sale  made  good  business 
sense." 

•The  committee  of  eight,  still  operat¬ 
ing  without  the  knowledge  of  the  rest  of 
the  board,  in  early  November  contacted 
the  nation’s  largest  profit-making  chain, 
Hospital  Corporation  of  America  based  in 
Nashville,  and  asked  officials  there  if  they 
were  interested  in  buying  Wesley.  They 
received  a  prompt  affirmative  answer. 

•Soon  thereafter,  the  special  commit¬ 
tee  revealed  its  work  to  the  nine  physi- 


NEW  HANDBOOK  CAN  HELP  YOU  MAKE 
IMPORTANT  DECISIONS  ABOUT 
USING  COMPUTERS  IN  YOUR  CHURCH 

Should  your  church  buy  a  computer?  Selecting  the  Cburcb  Computer  (written  especially 
for  clergy  and  lay  church  leaders  with  non-technical  backgrounds)  can  help  you  decide. 
William  R.  Johnson  (former  pastor  turned  computer  professional  who's  in  charge  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  of  The  United  Methodist  Church)  has 
written  this  book  that: 

•  covers  the  technical  aspects  of  selecting  and  using  the  computer  that's  right  for  your 
church — small  or  large 

•  illustrates  practical  church  computer  applications 

•  tells  how  computers  can  be  used  in  church  school 

•  briefly  introduces  "computerese" 

•  offers  reflection  on  the  technological/theological  interface 

Selecting  the  Church  Computer  contains  a  helpful  glossary  of 
computer  terms.  Order  Selecting  the  Church  Computer  today 
Abingdon.  A01-37135X.  Paper,  S8.95 

Situation  guaranteed!  Price  lubject  «o  change.  Transportation  extra  Add  salei  tax  i 
applicable. 


(§)  Cokesbury 


1661  N.  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  1L  60068 
16}5  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave  ,  South  •  PO.  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  J7202 

Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account,  American  Express,  Visa, 
MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Friday,  8-4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time.  For  personal  service, 
call  your  Cokesbury  store. 


WICHITA,  Kan.— Strong  proponents  of  the  proposed  sale  of  UM-related  Wesley 
Medical  Center  here  include,  left,  A.  B.  Davis  Jr.,  the  hospital’s  chief  executive,  and 
Don  Stewart,  the  hospital’s  executive  vice  president.  Both  argued  that  the  church’s 
mission  in  health  care  won’t  change  if  the  hospital  is  sold  to  a  for-profit  corporation. 
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governmental  attempts  to  reduce  the  gi¬ 
gantic  federal  budget  deficits. 

Specifically,  they  say,  in  trying  to  slow 
spiraling  Medicare  and  Medicaid  pay¬ 
ments,  the  federal  government  in  es¬ 
sence  has  placed  price  controls  on 
hospitals.  This  is  especially  troublesome 
with  overhead  expenses  increasing  and 
occupancy  rates  falling  as  physicians  set 
up  new  outpatient  facilities. 

“Before  January  of  1984,  hospitals 
with  low  occupancy  would  just  raise 
charges  per  patient  to  cover  costs,"  said 
Carlene  King,  chief  executive  of  the  fed¬ 
erally-funded  Health  Systems  Agency  of 
Southeast  Kansas.  “They  can't  do  that 
any  more.” 

As  a  result,  Wesley’s  Mr  Davis  said, 
many  hospitals  are  having  difficulty 
clearing  enough  money  to  pay  for  mis¬ 
sion  activities  such  as  care  for  the  indi¬ 
gent,  rural  health  programs,  the  chaplaincy 
and  residency  training  for  doctors. 

In  addition,  capital  funds  for  improve¬ 
ments  are  becoming  extremely  scarce 
for  non-profit  hospitals  which  rely  on 
selling  bonds,  Mr.  Davis  said.  The  bond 
market  has  been  in  bad  shape  and  may 
disappear  entirely  if  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  goes  through  with  a  revenue-rais¬ 
ing  proposal  to  take  away  the  tax 
advantage  of  bonds,  he  said. 

A  hospital  is  better  off  to  be  connected 
to  a  profit-making  corporation  which 
can  raise  money  by  selling  stock  and  can 
cut  costs  through  bulk  purchasing,  Mr. 
Davis  said. 

Cut-throat  competition  decried 

While  agreeing  that  the  hospital  busi¬ 
ness  has  experienced  frightening 
changes  since  the  government’s  1984  re¬ 
trenchment,  persons  opposed  to  churches 
getting  out  of  the  hospital  business  say 


cian  members  of  the  hospital’s  board  of 
trustees. 

•A  district  superintendent  on  the  board 
was  the  first  United  Methodist  official  to 
be  told  that  sale  of  the  church-related 
hospital  was  being  considered.  He 
learned  this  the  week  before  the  board 
voted. 

•  Kansas  Area  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Kenneth  Hicks  was  told  on  Nov.  19  (one 
day  before  the  decision  was  made.)  He 
was  out  of  town  the  previous  week  at¬ 
tending  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting 
in  Orlando,  Fla. 

•  On  Nov.  20,  the  Wesley  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  (51  percent  of  whom  had  been  rou¬ 
tinely  approved  last  year  by  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference  and  including 
the  Kansas  bishop  and  one  district  super¬ 
intendent)  approved  a  letter  of  intent  to 
sell  Wesley.  Most  board  members  first 
learned  not  only  of  the  secret  committee 
of  eight  but  also  of  the  deal  that  had 
been  worked  out  with  the  Hospital  Cor¬ 
poration  of  America  at  the  start  of  the 
meeting  on  Nov.  20.  Two  hours  later,  the 
board  approved  a  statement  of  intent  to 
sell  the  sprawling,  modern  institution  be¬ 
gun  by  Methodists  in  1912. 

Wesley  officials  told  the  Reporter  that 
many  business  people  in  the  community 
have  said  they  understand  that  such  se¬ 
crecy  and  speed  are  essential  in  such 
major  business  deals. 

Why  sell? 

Why  should  a  hospital  with  a  coveted 
medical  reputation  and  with  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  clearing  a  $13-million  profit  for 
the  year  be  sold? 

Wesley  officials  and  United  Methodist 
leaders  supporting  the  sale  say  the  sale 
is  necessary  to  protect  the  institution 
from  financial  problems  resulting  from 


that  non-profits  have  other  ways  to  sur¬ 
vive  than  selling 

Robert  Willner,  executive  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  said 
some  people  have  begun  working  to  form 
an  alliance  of  United  Methodist-related 
hospitals  to  give  them  the  size  to  enjoy 
bulk-buying  advantages  of  the  big  inves¬ 
tor-owned  chains.  In  addition,  such  an 
alliance  could  develop  new  ways  of  rais¬ 
ing  capital,  he  said. 

Some  critics  of  the  sale  of  church-re¬ 
lated  hospitals  charge  that  the  main  way 
for-profit  hospitals  have  an  advantage  over 
non-profit  hospitals  in  dealing  with  the 
post-1984  environment  is  their  willingness 
to  engage  in  cut-throat  competition. 

"This  move  to  sell  Wesley  shows  a 
willingness  to  compete  to  the  death  with 
the  other  hospitals  in  Wichita,”  said  Ar¬ 
kansas  Area  Bishop  Richard  Wilke,  the 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Wichita  until  his 
election  to  the  episcopacy  last  summer. 
He  is  a  former  trustee  of  Wesley  hospital. 

Bishop  Wilke  cited  studies,  including 
an  article  in  the  February  1983  issue  of 
Washington  Monthly,  which  indicate 
ways  that  for-profit  hospitals  "skim  the 
cream”  by  tailoring  their  services  to 
fully-insured,  non-Medicare  patients. 

He  said  he  fears  that  Wichita’s  two 
Catholic  hospitals  and  its  one  non- 
church,  non-profit  hospital  will  have  to 
take  care  of  more  and  more  of  the  poor¬ 
er  patients  of  Wichita.  That  will  make  it 
increasingly  difficult  for  those  hospitals 
to  survive  in  the  new  hospital  environ¬ 
ment.  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

Competition  said  necessary 

Wesley  officials  readily  acknowledge 
that  even  in  their  current  church-related 
operations  they  are  trying  to  increase 
the  percentage  of  local  hospital  bed  oc¬ 
cupancy  at  their  facility. 

In  a  four-hospital  market,  Wesley  had 
40  percent  of  patient  admissions  a  year 
ago  and  an  estimated  45  percent  this 
year,  officials  said. 

"I  just  landed  the  biggest  hospital  con¬ 
tract  in  Kansas  last  week,"  said  Robert 
O’Brien,  executive  vice  president  at 
Wesley.  The  contract  was  with  a  large 
health  maintenance  organization,  thus 
assuring  that  its  members  would  go  to 
Wesley  for  hospitalization. 

Mr.  O'Brien,  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man,  said  the  contract  will  take  many 
patients  from  Catholic  hospitals.  “I’m 
going  after  65  percent  of  the  market¬ 
place.  We’re  good.  We’re  one  of  the  best, 
and  it’s  exciting,"  he  said. 

Wesley’s  chief  executive,  Mr.  Davis, 
said  it  is  possible  that  the  pursuit  of  aggres¬ 
sive  growth  for  Wesley  may  weaken  the 
other  non-profit  hospitals.  “But  that  isn’t 
our  board’s  concern,”  he  added. 

Such  competition  is  pervading  the  hos¬ 
pital  industry  as  doctors  admit  patients 
to  hospitals  for  shorter  periods  and 
health  professionals  determine  that 
health  care  is  actually  run  by  economic 
forces,  said  Ms.  King  of  the  federally- 
funded  health  systems  agency. 

In  the  past,  she  said,  health  care  insti¬ 
tutions  supported  one  another  in  their 
requests  for  licensing  of  capital  im¬ 
provement  projects.  Now,  they  often 
send  representatives  to  public  hearings 
to  oppose  each  other,  she  said. 

Bishop  Wilke,  who  said  his  family  has 
worked  on  behalf  of  Wesley  for  several 


Pennsylvania  church  title  claim  upheld 


Reporter  staff  special 

A  Pennsylvania  court  has  upheld  the 
United  Methodist  Church  position  that 
local  churches  hold  title  to  property  in 
trust  for  the  denomination. 

The  Monroe  County  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  confirmed  Dec.  3  the  right  of  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  retain  ownership  of  the  one-room 
Timothy  United  Methodist  Church  near 
Kresgeville,  Pa. 

In  January  1984  the  pastor  and  45 
members  of  the  rural  congregation  vot¬ 
ed  to  secede  from  the  conference  and 
form  an  independent  church.  The  Timo¬ 
thy  UMC  trustees  tried  to  convey  title  to 
the  property  to  the  new  Middle  Creek 


Christian  Church  on  Jan.  27.  The  trustees 
then  resigned. 

The  Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference, 
as  the  denomination’s  regional  govern¬ 
ing  agent,  took  the  case  to  court  after 
attempts  at  a  negotiated  settlement 
failed,  said  Robert  B.  Shoemaker  Jr., 
conference  legal  counsel. 

“We  won  because  the  Pennsylvania 
Supreme  Court  has  upheld  the  trust  pro¬ 
vision  in  the  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline,"  Mr.  Shoemaker  said.  “The 
court  has  held  that  the  Discipline  is,  in 
essence,  a  contract  between  local 
churches  and  the  denomination.” 

The  Book  of  Discipline  the  collection 


generations,  said  he  knows  hospitals 
have  to  be  run  by  good  business  stan¬ 
dards  but  that  he  is  repelled  by  a  philos¬ 
ophy  of  greed. 

“The  sale  of  Wesley  to  a  profit-making 
corporation  is  a  knife  at  the  throat  of 
Wichita’s  Catholic  hospitals,”  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  bishop  said. 

“Sale  good  for  mission” 

Proponents  of  the  Wesley  sale  said 
they  believe  the  hospital  will  be  as  good 
a  member  of  the  community,  if  not  bet¬ 
ter,  as  part  of  Hospital  Corporation  of 
America. 

"I  feel  the  church  can  have  its  cake 
and  eat  it  too"  by  letting  corporations 
carry  on  the  hospital  work  and  using 
money  from  sales  to  address  health  con¬ 
cerns  not  otherwise  being  met,  said  the 
Rev.  Dwayne  Dyer,  head  of  the  Wesley 
Medical  Center  Endowment  Foundation. 
This  foundation,  not  related  to  the 
church,  was  proposed  to  get  the  proceeds 
should  the  sale  of  Wesley  go  through. 
Whether  any  of  those  funds  would  be 
shared  with  the  annual  conference  is  be¬ 
ing  negotiated  (see  related  story  above). 

Mr.  Davis,  an  Episcopalian,  said  he 
knows  some  persons  have  suggested  that 
he,  as  the  first  non-United  Methodist 
chief  executive  of  Wesley,  is  leading  the 
institution  away  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists  because  he  doesn’t  appreciate  the 
United  Methodist  heritage.  “But  I’ve 
been  at  this  hospital  30  years.  Believe 
me,  I  know  and  appreciate  the  Methodist 
mission  here. 

“I  believe  this  is  a  better  institution 
because  it  has  been  church-related,"  but 
times  have  changed  and  it  will  deliver 
better  health  care  as  part  of  a  for-profit 
corporation  in  the  future.  Mr.  Davis  said. 

Mr.  Stewart  of  Wesley  said  perhaps 
the  time  has  come  for  churches  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  they  entered  the  hospital 
business  when  there  was  a  need  but  that 
the  industry  has  matured  and  it  is  time 
to  let  others  take  over  while  the  church 
moves  to  new  missions. 

“Sale  would  hurt  mission” 

Dr.  Willner  of  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare  Min¬ 
istries  said  one  can't  be  certain  if  sale  of 
a  hospital  would  ultimately  jeopardize 
the  church's  mission  in  it. 

But  he  said  church  hospitals  definitely 
can  offer  a  different  kind  of  care  and 
service  to  a  community  than  those  that 
are  investor-owned.  Some  UM-related 
hospitals  don’t  accentuate  that,  he  said. 
But  those  such  as  the  Methodist  Hospital 
System  of  Memphis.  Tenn.,  that  have 
stressed  their  United  Methodist  and 
Christian  connections  show  what  a  dif¬ 
ference  the  spiritual  dimensions  can 
make  in  hospital  care. 

Dr.  Willner  said  he  feels  certain,  for 
instance,  that  church  hospitals  will  ap¬ 
proach  the  complicated  rising  medical 
ethics  questions  in  a  much  different 
manner  than  profit-making  institutions 
as  medical  facilities  deal  more  and  more 
with  artificial  organs  and  genetic  re¬ 
search. 

The  Rev  James  Lansdowne,  former 
president  of  the  Wesley  endowment 
foundation  and  a  member  of  the  Kansas 
West  conferrnce,  said  he  likes  to  use  a 
quotation  from  The  Catholic  Health  As¬ 
sociation  of  the  U.S.:  "Religiously  affili¬ 
ated  health  care  offers  a  distinctive 
witness  because  committed  Christians 
are  different.  Unlike  their  secular  coun¬ 
terparts,  health  care  is  not  an  end  in 
itself  but  only  a  means  to  a  further  end." 


of  United  Methodist  Church  laws,  speci¬ 
fies  that  all  property  owned  by  local 
churches  or  denominational  agencies  is 
held  in  trust  for  the  denomination  wheth¬ 
er  deeds  specifically  say  so  or  not. 

The  orginal  Timothy  church  deed, 
handwritten  in  1888,  contained  an  ex¬ 
plicit  clause  saying  the  property  would 
be  kept  as  a  place  of  worship  for  the 
Evangelical  Association  of  North  Ameri¬ 
ca,  Mr.  Shoemaker  told  the  Reporter's 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Edition.  That  as¬ 
sociation,  a  forerunner  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Brethren  Church,  became 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
1968. 

-DOUGLAS  CANNON 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  NEEDED:  Qual¬ 
ifications— Excellent  secretarial  skills,  hospital 
experience  Red  Bird  Hospital,  Beverly,  KY  40913. 
(6061  598-5136 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  AFTER  JANUARY  1. 
1985  Director  of  Christian  Education  Program 
Director  Downtown  church  of  1.350  members.  250 
Sunday  school.  8  full-time  staff  members,  growing 
congregation  with  beautiful  facilities.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable  Central  Florida,  near  Disney  World.  For 
information  contact  Dr  Jiles  E  Kirkland.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P  O.  Box  819.  Winter 
Park.  FL  32790 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES  for 
growing  downtown  church  with  active,  responsive 
congregation  Musical  skills  desirable  but  not  re¬ 
quired  Prefer  training  background  in  Christian 
education  Multiple  staff  situation  Salary  negotia 
ble,  with  benefits  Contact:  Kathleen  Jones.  Box 
1666  Austin  TX  78767 
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Story  of  goats  illustrates 
local  church  involvement 
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EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second 
in  a  series  of  articles  on  United  Methodist 
participation  in  Heifer  Project  Interna¬ 
tional.  a  nondenominational.  non-profit 
organization  specializing  in  long-term 
development  through  donations  of  live 
animals. 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPP1NGTON 
Associate  Editor 

Sixty  milk  goats  and  four  bucks  are 
ready  for  shipment  from  the  holding  pens 
of  the  Pacific  West  Region  of  Heifer 
Project  International  at  Ceres,  Calif.,  to 
Puebla.  Mexico. 

There  they  will  be  received  by  United 
Methodist  missionary  Terry  Henderson, 
director  of  the  Heifer  Project  of  Mexico 
who  works  with  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico  and  several  Mexican  govern¬ 
ment  agencies. 

The  story  of  two  of  the  60  milk  goats  il¬ 
lustrates  local  United  Methodist  mission 
involvement  through  Heifer  Project  In¬ 
ternational. 

UMW  bought  two  goats 

Last  spring,  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pinole,  Calif.,  bought  a  pair  of  three- 
month-old  kids  from  a  dairy  goat  farm. 
Then  eighth  grader  Karole  White,  a 
member  of  the  congregation,  raised 
them  as  if  they  were  hers.  For  six 
months,  she  told  the  Reporter,  she  gave 
them  food,  water,  and  love. 

The  13-year-old,  who  plans  to  be  a  vet¬ 
erinarian,  said  she  gave  them  their  shots 
and  sat  up  with  them  when  they  were 
sick.  Ruth  and  Rachel,  as  she  named 
them,  became  like  family,  Karole  said. 

The  UMW  and  other  people  in  the 


church  contributed  bags  of  food.  From 
time  to  time,  Karole  took  the  goats  to 
church  to  show  them  to  the  congregation. 

When  Karole  turned  Ruth  and  Rachel 
over  to  Heifer  Project  to  send  to  Mexico, 
she  said  it  was  really  hard  to  part  with 
them.  “When  you  give  that  much  of 
yourself,  it  just  has  to  hurt  to  say 
goodbye,”  she  said. 

Best  goats  imported 

In  a  recent  interview  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henderson,  the  Reporter  asked  why 
they  did  not  buy  the  goats  in  Mexico 
instead  of  importing  them.  Mr. 
Henderson  explained  that  they  had  tried. 
“Good  milk  goats  are  simply  not 
available  here,"  he  said. 

Of  the  approximately  2,000  animals 
(mostly  pigs,  but  also  goats,  sheep, 
heifers,  bees,  and  rabbits)  distributed  by 
Heifer  Project  of  Mexico  between  1977 
and  1984,  he  said,  58  percent  were 
“chain”  animals,  or  offspring,  passed  on 
by  one  recipient  to  another. 

"We  have  about  10  different  villages 
with  organized  groups  of  five  to  seven 
families  waiting  for  goats,”  Mr.  Hender¬ 
son  told  the  Reporter.  He  said  that 
applicants  are  taking  classes  with  a  vet¬ 
erinarian  and  the  education  coordinator 
of  the  Puebla  Heifer  Project. 

They  learn  how  much  it  will  cost  them 
in  terms  of  preparing  pens  and  feeding 
the  goats,  so  they  can  know  from  the 
first  whether  they  can  afford  to  raise  a 
goat,  Mr.  Henderson  said.  They  also 
learn  about  general  care,  feeding,  and 
veterinary  care  of  the  animal  and  how  to 
construct  a  small  stable. 


of  Heifer  Project  International,  holds  two  '  living  gifts/'  Part  of  a  g^oup  of  M  rnUk 
goats  ready  for  shipment  to  Puebla,  Mexico,  the  twin  Nubian  goats,  Rachel  and  Ruth 
were  raised  by  13-year-old  United  Methodist  Karole  White  of  Pinole. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  OK  HEIFER  PHOJECT  INTERNATIONAL 

The  most  important  part  of  our  female  offspring  —  usually  for  distribu- 


program  is  the  training  we  give 
animal  care  and  financial  manage¬ 
ment,”  Mr.  Henderson  said.  “Anyone 
can  give  out  animals.” 

In  a  situation  in  which  feeding  the  goat 
would  take  food  from  the  family,  Mrs. 
Henderson  said,  Heifer  Project  tries  to 
place  bees  or  smaller  animals  like 
rabbits. 

Recipients  of  milk  goats  are  required 
to  give  back  to  the  project  the  first 


F  or  mer  WCC  head 
marries  Lutheran  minister 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  Philip 
Potter,  chief  executive  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land,  until  his  Dec.  31  retirement,  quietly 
married  another  council  official  a  few 
days  before  leaving  the  post. 

Dr.  Potter,  63,  and  the  Rev.  Barbel  von 
Wartenberg,  41,  were  married  Dec.  22  in 
ceremonies  in  Ludwigswinkel,  a  small 
town  in  the  southern  part  of  West  Ger¬ 
many,  said  a  WCC  official. 

Ms.  von  Wartenberg,  an  ordained 
German  Lutheran  minister,  has  been 
director  of  the  WCC’s  Sub-unit  on  Women 
in  Church  and  Society  since  1980. 

Dr.  Potter,  a  Methodist  clergyman,  is  a 
native  of  the  island  of  Dominica  in  the 
West  Indies.  He  became  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
1972.  His  first  wife,  Doreen  Cousins  Pot¬ 
ter.  died  of  cancer  in  1980. 


the  church  today 


Grant  to  help  churches 
reduce  casualty  risks 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  Grants  to¬ 
taling  almost  $38,000  have  been  given  to 
28  United  Methodist  churches  in  19  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  to  help  them 
reduce  risk  of  loss  from  fire  or  other  ca¬ 
sualties. 

The  money  will  be  used  for  such  im¬ 
provements  as  new  or  repaired  roofs, 
heating  plants,  security  sysems  and 
walkways  and  steps.  Individual  amounts 
range  from  $500  to  $3,000. 

Funding  for  the  grants  comes  from  the 
United  Methodist  Insurance  Trust,  a  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  church  insurance  program 
sponsored  by  the  denomination’s  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  (GCFA)  here.  The  trust  receives  its 
money  from  churches  and  institutions 
that  donate  voluntarily  all  or  a  portion  of 
the  annual  dividends  they  receive  from 
participation  in  the  insurance  program. 


Preaching  the  New  Common 
Lectionary  Year  B  Lent,  Holy 
Week,  Easter  is  the  second  volume 
in  an  important  new  series  offering 
you  expert  lectionary  commentary 
at  a  substantial  savings ! 

ADDITIONAL  ADVANTAGES  OF 
THE  SERIES: 

•  Each  of  the  pertinent  scripture 
texts  is  fully  discussed — including  the 
Psalms. 

•  Exegesis  and  homiletics  are  in¬ 
terwoven  to  simplify  sermon  prepa¬ 
ration. 

•  A  scripture  index  provides  quick 
reference  to  the  most  frequently 
used  and  most  often  preached  texts 
from  the  Bible,  making  each  vol¬ 
ume  valuable  to  the  non-lectionary 
preacher. 

•  The  commentators — Fred  B. 
Craddock,  John  H.  Hayes,  Carl  R. 
Holladay  and  Gene  M.  Tucker — are 
renowned  scholars  selected  for 
their  expertise. 


THOUSANDS 
ALREADY 
SOLD! 


Volumes  in  the  Series: 

Volume  I:  Advent,  Christmas, 
Epiphany 

ISBN  0-687-33845-X  S8.50,  paper 

Volume  II:  Lent,  Holy  Week, 
Easter 

ISBN  0-687-33846-8  $9.95,  paper 

Volume  III:  After  Pentecost 
Available  spring,  1985 
ISBN  0-687-33847-6 

Be  sure  to  order  today! 
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The  Rev.  K.  Joan  Cole,  GCFA  staff 
member  who  administers  the  program, 
said  these  latest  grants  bring  to  almost 
$240,000  the  amount  awarded  to  annual 
conference  or  local  churches  since  1976. 

Christian  Century  names 
Tutu  ‘Person  of  the  Year’ 

CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  South  African 
Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  has  been  named 
“Person  of  the  Year  in  Religion”  for  1984 
by  Christian  Century  magazine,  an 
ecumenical  weekly  published  here. 

The  black  Anglican  bishop  “seemed  a 
natural,  logical,  even  inevitable  choice," 
said  the  Century’s  editors,  citing  his 
recent  selection  as  winner  of  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize,  his  work  as  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches,  his  election  as  bishop  of  Jo¬ 
hannesburg,  and  his  role  as  an  outspoken 
battler  of  his  country’s  racial-separation 
policies. 

The  announcement  of  the  designee  is 
made  in  the  magazine’s  Jan.  2-9  issue. 
This  year  marks  the  First  time  the  Century 
has  named  a  “person  of  the  year  in  reli¬ 
gion,"  but  it  is  intended  to  become  an 
annual  event,  said  the  Rev.  James  M. 
Wall,  editor  of  the  magazine. 

Baptists  join  action 
opposing  Vatican  ambassador 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Insisting  that 
President  Reagan  is  bound  by  the  First 
Amendment’s  ban  on  an  establishment  of 
religion,  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs  has  asked  a  Federal 
District  Court  to  strike  down  as  unconsti¬ 
tutional  President  Reagan’s  appointment 
last  year  of  an  ambassador  to  the 
Vatican. 

The  Washington-based  agency,  repre¬ 
senting  the  church-state  interests  of 
eight  U.S.  Baptist  bodies,  including  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  submitted 
its  views  Jan.  7,  in  a  case  brought  by 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  more  than  15  religious 
bodies,  and  numerous  individual  tax¬ 
payers  challenging  the  new  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  U.S.  and  the  Holy 
See. 

White  House  and  the  Holy  See  jointly  an¬ 
nounced,  in  January  1984,  they  were  im¬ 
mediately  establishing  full  diplomatic 
relations 

Anti-abortion  organizers 
expect  to  double  ’84  figures 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  More  than 
15,000  local  churches  nationwide  are 
expected  to  take  part  in  the  largest  Prot¬ 
estant  anti-abortion  observance  ever 
Jan.  20. 

That  would  double  the  number  of 
churches  that  participated  in  last  year  s 
annual  Protestant  observance,  called 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life  Sunday. 

The  national  observance  is  a  “Protes¬ 
tant  version"  of  the  American  Catholic 
Church’s  Respect  Life  Sunday,  held 
every  October,  said  Norman  Bendroth,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Washington-based 
Christian  Action  Council,  sponsor  of  the 
activities. 

The  activities  will  involve  special 
worship  services,  public  forums,  and 
sermons  by  pastors  addressing  the 
"Sanctity  of  Life”  theme,  said  Mr. 
Bendroth.  He  said  the  events  demon¬ 
strate  that  opposition  to  abortion  “is  not 
just  a  Catholic  issue.” 

With  120  local  chapters,  the  Christian 
Action  Council  describes  itself  as  the 
nation’s  largest  Protestant  anti-abortion 
organization.  It  typically  attracts  Prot¬ 
estants  of  the  Reformed  stripe,  such  as 
Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists.  as 
well  as  many  evangelical  congregations 
with  no  denominational  affiliation.  Mr. 
Bendroth  said  that  many  Methodist, 
Mennonite,  Orthodox,  Nazarene,  Baptist, 
and  Lutheran  congregations  will  also 
sponsor  events. 


tion  to  someone  else  in  the  same  village. 
In  this  way,  the  receivers  become  givers 
and  help  the  project  spread. 

How  does  having  a  goat  help  the 
recipient  families?  Mr.  Henderson  said: 
(1)  it  puts  milk  into  the  diets  of  people 
who  have  none,  (2)  the  program  teaches 
villagers  to  make  extra  milk  into  cheese, 
(3)  they  can  realize  an  economic  benefit 
by  selling  milk,  cheese,  and  male 
offspring.  They  are  encouraged  to  keep 
at  least  one  female  offspring,  he  said, 
since  the  milk  goats  are  good  producers 
for  only  about  five  years.  Families  can 
add  meat  to  their  diets  by  butchering  the 
male  offspring. 

As  of  December  1984,  the  Hendersons 
report  that  there  are  175  Heifer  Project 
groups  organized  in  125  villages  spread 
over  15  states  in  Mexico.  United 
Methodists  who  desire  to  participate  in 
this  type  of  developmental  mission 
project  can  designate  contributions 
through  the  Advance  Special  Program  to 
Heifer  Project  of  Mexico:  “Give  ye  them 
to  eat.”  7629-3D-T.  They  can  also  give  to 
Heifer  project  through  UMCOR  Advance 
3982530-8  or  (for  animals  only)  3982532-1. 


IRS  investigates  NCC; 
critic  group  abstains 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Internal  Reve¬ 
nue  Service  is  investigating  whether  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  has 
misused  tax  exempt  church  contribu¬ 
tions  for  political  purposes,  a  church 
monitoring  group  reported  here. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Chicago  branch 
of  the  IRS,  which  has  reportedly  initiated 
the  investigation,  refused  to  confirm  or 
deny  any  pending  IRS  action  against  the 
council,  which  is  made  up  of  31  Protes¬ 
tant  and  Orthodox  denominations. 

However,  a  spokesperson  tor  the  Wash- 
ingon-based  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  (IRD)  said  an  IRS  official 
contacted  the  group  to  ask  for  help  in  an 
investigation  of  the  council. 

Although  the  institute  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  critical  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  officials  there  have  refused 
to  cooperate  with  the  investigation.  The 
IRS  asked  the  institute  to  provide 
material  from  its  files  concerning  the 
church  councils  use  of  tax  exempt 
money,  according  to  Penn  Kemble,  an 
institute  spokesperson. 

George  Johnson,  chief  of  the  tax 
exempt  branch  of  the  Chicago  IRS,  said 
in  a  telephone  call  to  the  institute  that  the 
inquiry  was  prompted  by  complaints 
from  individual  church  members  and 
clergy.  The  IRS  official  asked  the  insti¬ 
tute  for  any  material  it  had  concerning 
the  council’s  opposition  to  U.S.  policies  in 
Central  America,  Mr.  Kemble  said. 

Although  a  leading  critic  of  the 
council’s  involvement  in  liberal  social 
causes,  the  institute  said  it  rejected  the 
IRS  request  for  information. 

“In  this  dispute  (between  the  council 
and  its  critics),  it  is  not  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  judge.  The 
IRS  should  stay  out,”  Mr.  Kemble  said  in 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Johnson.  He  also  express¬ 
ed  concern  that  government  action 
against  the  council  would  hurt  the  cause 
of  “real  reform”  in  the  churches  by 
making  “legal  and  political”  martyrs  out 
of  church  officials. 

Officials  of  the  council  said  they  were 
unaware  of  any  IRS  investigation  of  the 
church  body. 

An  IRS  spokesperson  in  Chicago, 
Steven  Mangellazzo,  said  it  was  against 
IRS  policy  to  “confirm  or  deny  any 
alleged  investigation."  But  he  said  an 
IRS  official  would  not  contact  a  group  for 
such  information  unless  there  was  a 
“formal  investigation”  underway. 


Evidence  of  partisan  political  use  of 
tax  exempt  contributions  by  a  nonprofit 
organization  could  lead  to  the  taking 
away  of  its  tax  exempt  status,  he  added 
in  response  to  a  question. 

The  possible  government  action 
against  the  church  council  comes  amid 
other  attempts  to  counter  religious  lob¬ 
bying  against  U.S.  policies  in  Central 
America  with  challenges  to  tax  exempt 
status  of  the  groups  involved.  A  group 
called  Citizens  for  Reagan  recently  filed 
formal  complaints  against  several 
church  groups,  including  the  Quaker- 
sponsored  American  Friends  Service 
Committee. 

And  this  would  not  be  the  first  time  the 
IRS  has  investigated  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  Between  1970  and 
1981,  the  IRS  conducted  a  long,  drawn- 
out  audit  which  ended  in  its  finding  that 
the  council  had  not  violated  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  tax  exemption.  Although  the  IRS 
refused  to  explain  the  grounds  for  the 
audit,  many  in  the  churches  believed  it 
originated  in  response  to  the  council’s 
active  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War. 

The  expense  involved  in  defending 
against  the  government  inquiries 
sparked  protests  from  many  religious 
groups  and  helped  lead  to  the  passage  by 
Congress  last  year  of  the  Church  Audit 
Procedures  Act.  The  law  restricts  the 
freedom  of  the  IRS  to  audit  spending  by 
church  groups. 

Recently,  however,  vocal  opponents  of 
church  funding  of  leftist  political  causes 
have  pondered  the  idea  of  challenging 
the  churches’  tax  exemption  as  one 
strategy.  But  the  institute,  which  has 
spearheaded  much  of  the  criticism,  has 
discouraged  such  tactics,  said  Diane 
Knippers,  a  spokesperson. 

In  refusing  to  cooperate  with  the  IRS 
inquiry,  the  institute  has  found  itself,  for 
the  first  time,  in  the  position  of  defending 
its  adversary,  the  council. 

In  his  letter  to  the  IRS  official,  Mr. 
Kemble  said  that  if  the  IRS  were  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  tax  exemption  of  the  council, 
‘'the  IRD  would  almost  certainly  feel 
obliged  to  come  to  the  council’s  defense, 
even  though  we  disagree  profoundly  with 
many  of  the  council’s  activities  and  the 
interpretation  of  Christian  teaching  from 
which  such  activities  flow.  Our  disagree¬ 
ment  with  the  NCC  has  a  religious  basis. 
We  believe  it  must  be  resolved  with  the 
churches  —  not  by  the  government.” 


Wesley’s  tomb  restored,  refurbished 


LONDON  (UMNS)  —  The  restored  tomb  of  John  Wesley, 
Methodism’s  founder  who  died  in  1791,  is  reflected  in  the 
mirror-glass  walls  of  a  new  office  building  constructed  over  a 
portion  of  the  cemetery  behind  Wesley’s  Chapel.  The  new 


building  will  provide  a  financial  endowment  to  the  chapel  for 
125  years,  after  which  it  will  become  the  property  of  the  chapel 
trustees. 
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Opera  singer  never  forgot  home  church 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Leontyne  Price,  the 
great  black  soprano  who  made  her  fare¬ 
well  appearance  at  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  Jan.  3  in  the  title  role  of  Verdi’s 
“Aida,"  has  never  forgotten  the  church 
in  Laurel,  Miss.,  where  she  first  sang  in 
public,  say  two  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  who  praise  her  dedication  to  the 
church. 

Over  the  years,  she  has  frequently  re¬ 
turned  to  singfor  services  at  587-member 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
black  congregation  in  Laurel,  where  she 
and  her  parents  were  members  for  many 
years,  said  the  Rev.  D.  R.  Henry,  the 
current  pastor. 

“The  last  time  she  was  here  was  in  ’84 
to  sing  for  the  funeral  of  her  aunt,”  said 
Mr.  Henry  in  a  telephone  interview. 

The  Rev.  Henry  C.  Clay,  pastor  of  the 
church  from  1961  to  1967  and  now  district 
superintendent  of  the  United  Methodists’ 
East  Jackson  (Miss.)  District,  told  RNS 
that  at  the  time  he  was  pastor.  Miss 
Price’s  parents,  now  deceased,  were 
active  in  the  congregation.  He  said  her 
mother  sang  in  the  choir.  Leontyne  Price 
“would  come  home  and  come  to  morning 
worship,  and  we  would  get  her  to  sing  a 
solo,”  he  said.  “One  of  her  favorites  was 
‘Blessed  Assurance,  Jesus  Is  Mine.’  ” 

On  several  occasions,  said  Dr.  Clay, 
she  gave  benefit  concerts  for  church 
causes,  accepting  no  fee  for  her  singing. 
One  such  concert  helped  pay  for  a  new 
building  for  St.  Paul  Church,  one  assisted 
Rust  College,  a  historically  black  United 
Methodist  school  in  Holly  Springs,  Miss., 
and  the  proceeds  from  one  were  used  to 


buy  a  new  electronic  organ  for  the 
church. 

“The  organ  was  dedicated  in  her 
honor,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Clay  recalled  that  at  a  1963  concert 
which  Miss  Price  gave  at  Laurel’s  Oak 
Park  High  School,  “There  was  interracial 
seating,  at  a  time  when  that  was  rare  in 
Laurel.  I  remember  that  I  got  calls  from 
the  Associated  Press  to  verify  that  there 
was,  in  fact,  integrated  seating.” 

Members  of  St.  Paul  Church  “got  so 
tied  up  in  selling  tickets  for  the  concert," 
he  said,  “that  they  oversold  the  house, 
and  we  had  to  seat  some  of  the  people  on 
the  stage  —  both  black  and  white.  They 
forgot  about  race.” 

Miss  Price,  who  will  be  58  on  Feb.  10, 


made  her  farewell  to  the  Metropolitan  24 
years  to  the  month  after  her  enthusiasti¬ 
cally-hailed  debut  there,  at  33,  in  “II 
Trovatore.” 

The  New  York  Times,  which  called  her 
“the  first  black  American  to  achieve 
worldwide  superstar  status  in  opera," 
noted  that  she  was  the  seventh  black 
singer  to  make  a  Met  debut.  Marian 
Anderson  was  the  first  in  1955. 

Miss  Price,  the  granddaughter  of  two 
Methodist  ministers,  “has  a  powerful 
religious  faith,"  said  the  Times,  quoting 
her  as  having  said,  “I  never  go  on  stage 
without  saying  a  prayer,"  and  that 
before  her  debut,  “I  just  stood  there  in 
the  wings  and  thought,  ‘Dear  Jesus,  you 
got  me  into  this,  now  get  me  out.’  ” 
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Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  left,  and  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  will  lead  the 
Convocation  of  Boards,  January  24-26  at  First  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Bishop 
Underwood  will  be  the  Convocation  speaker. 

‘Good  News’ 


Several  clergy  have  sent  the  infor¬ 
mation  about  their  church  signs  and  I 
will  list  them  in  this  column  in  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Now  I  want  to  ask  you  to  send  me 
another  postcard.  I  got  the  idea  last 
week  when  I  was  in  Alexandria.  One 
of  the  ministers  just  happened  to  tell 
me  about  some  good  news  in  his 
congregation.  I  would  never  have 
known  it  had  he  not  almost  inadver¬ 
tently  passed  the  information  to  me. 

Maybe  it  is  a  larger  task  than  I 
think  and  perhaps  I  cannot  read  all 
the  postcards  or  sort  all  the  infor¬ 
mation,  but  let’s  try  anyway. 

If  you  have  good  news,  send  it  to  me 
on  a  postcard  in  this  format: 

“Dear  Bishop,  Smithville  Chapel 
sent  $1000  to  the  Hunger  Fund.  Signed 
.  .  .  “or”  .  .  .  received  seven  new 
members  Sunday,  three  on  Profession 
of  Faith”:  or  “  .  .  .  paid  in  full”  or  “ 

.  .  .  pledged  the  budget  in  full”  or  “ 

.  .  .  have  erected  new  signs  on  the 


church  lawn  and  Main  Street”  or  “ 
.  .  .  has  participated  in  some  com¬ 
munity  endeavor”  or  whatever  the 
good  news  is  from  your  church  or 
charge. 

My  promise  is  to  read  each  one 
carefully  and  to  record  as  many  as 
possible  in  my  brain. 

Please  remember  that  one  of  the 
best  items  of  good  news  is  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  new  Sunday  School 
Class.  150  new  Sunday  School  Classes 
is  our  goal  and  I  can  assure  you  that 
even  one  new  class  will  revitalize  your 
church. 

All  of  us  are  deeply  grateful  to 
clergy  and  laity  alike  for  your  gener¬ 
ous  response  to  both  the  Good  Samar¬ 
itan  Fund  and  the  Hunger  Fund. 

Let’s  be  the  instruments  of  God  for 
more  Good  News  in  Louisiana. 


It’s  Membership  Time  For 
Conference  Audio  Visual  Library 

It  is  subscription  time  again  for  the  Audio-Visual  Library!  Each  subscription  is 
based  on  the  following  church  membership: 

Church  Membership  Annual  Fee 

Up  to  199 .  $10.00 

200  to  499  .  15.00 

500  to  999  .  20.00 

1,000  and  over .  25.00 

This  membership  is  good  for  one  calendar  year  and  enables  one  to  use  the  various 
Audio-Visual  materials  at  a  somewhat  lesser  rental  fee.  A  listing  of  rates  follows: 

Type  of  Audio  Visual  Members’  Fee  Non-Members’  Fee 

Filmstrips  $  2.00  $  3.50 

16mm  under  15  mins.  6.00  10.00 

16mm  under  15  mins.  10  00  20  00 

VHS: 

1  program/lesson  6.00  10.00 

More  than  1  program/lesson  10.00  20.00 

Kits  &  Slides  2.00  3.50 

Upon  receipt  of  your  1985  membership  a  new  Audio-Visual  Catalog  will  be  mailed  to 
you.  You  will  find  it  to  be  most  attractive  and  certainly  informative.  Additional  copies 
of  the  catalog  may  be  purchased  for  $2.50  per  catalog.  When  making  checks  out  for 
membership  dues  or  additional  catalogs,  please  make  them  payable  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  address  your  envelope  to  the  attention  of  the  Audio-  Visual  Library. 

I  hope  you  will  enjoy  and  use  the  new  Audio-Visual  Catalog  as  well  as  the  library.  It 
is  here  for  you.  If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance,  please  contact  me  at  the  Conference 
Headquarter’s  Office  at  (504  )  346-1646. 

—  Carolyn  Powell 
AV  Librarian 


6The  Judge  of  Life’ 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 
John  8:12-27 

How  do  you  make  decisions?  What  is 
your  favorite  source  of  authority  when 
you  need  to  find  an  answer  to  a  problem 
or  make  a  choice?  How  do  you  stay 
independent  in  your  thinking  and  acting, 
even  when  other  friends  try  to  convince 
you  to  do  something  their  way? 

Jesus  tells  the  crowd  that  he' is  the  light 
of  the  world  that  brings  a  true  inner  light 
to  humankind.  The  Jews  oppose  this 
claim  to  be  the  messiah  because  he  has 
insufficient  witnesses.  Jewish  tradition 
required  two  witnesses  to  validate  a 
claim  to  be  a  messiah.  Jesus  responds 
that  he  has  a  second  witness.  The  witness 
of  God  is  in  Jesus’  words  and  deeds.  The 
effects  of  Jesus’  witness  on  humanity  and 
on  the  reaction  of  humanity  to  Jesus  are 
his  witnesses. 

Jesus  continues  the  theme  announced 
in-  the  opening  chapter  describing  his 
divine  mission,  that  he  and  the  father  are 
one.  Jesus  has  been  sent  by  God.  He 
knows  his  origin  and  his  destiny. 
Therefore,  his  authority  comes  from 
God. 

Those  who  fail  to  recognize  Jesus  as 
coming  from  God  miss  the  key  revelation 
of  God.  Jesus  tells  the  authorities  that 
they  will  die  in  their  sin  or  in  their  aliena¬ 


tion  from  God’s  love  and  continuing 
revelation  if  they  do  not  accept  Jesus  as 
being  from  God.  Jesus  reminds  them  of 
God’s  revelation  to  Moses  in  the  burning 
bush.  God  told  Moses  “I  Am  Who  I  Am.” 
Jesus  quotes  these  same  words  to  the 
people  in  Jn.  8:24  about  himself  as  God’s 
revelation.  Unless  the  people  believe  that 
these  words  refer  to  Jesus,  they  will  die 
in  their  sin.  If  one  believes  these  words 
are  true  then  one  is  saved.  Salvation 
comes  from  knowing  the  truth  that 
makes  one  free.  In  John’s  Gospel,  the 
fundamental  sin  was  not  some  evil  act, 
but  the  lack  of  faith  that  Jesus  was  from 
God.  Obedience  to  Christ  was  the  way  to 
eternal  life. 

The  key  word  for  judgment  in  John  is 
from  the  Greek  word  krisis.  A  krisis  is  a 
critical  decision  related  to  belief.  The 
Gospel  writer  plays  on  the  words  mean¬ 
ing  making  judgments  in  a  negative 
fashion  about  the  goodness  of  something, 
and  making  a  decision  related  to  belief. 
In  Christianity  the  essential  theme  of 
judgment  is  not  something  God  does  to  a 
person,  but  rather  the  decision  made  by  a 
person  for  or  against  believing  Jesus  is 
the  revelation  —  the  Christ  —  of  God.  To 
decide  that  Jesus'  words  of  light,  bread 
and  water  are  from  God  enables  us  to 
hear  the  word  of  God  in  our  hearts. 


Fahey  To  Highlight  LIC  Assembly 


Cotton-Winn  Named  To  National 
Commission  on  Mission  of  the  Church 

Dayton,  Ohio  (UMNS)  —  Members  of  a 
Commission  on  the  Mission  of  the 
Church,  authorized  by  the  1984  General 
Conference,  have  been  announced  by  the 
Rev.  Norman  E.  DeWire,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
here.  Included  is  the  Rev.  Carole  Cotton- 
Winn,  of  Houma,  La.,  representing 
clergy  from  local  churches. 


As  part  of  the  process  for  choosing  the 
24  members,  the  theological  seminaries, 
annual  conference  council  directors, 
bishops,  and  general  secretaries  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  agencies  were  invited  to 
submit  names. 

The  GCOM  and  the  Council  of  Bishops 
determined  the  size  of  the  commission 
and  kinds  of  expertise  needed  among  its 
members.  Once  those  factors  were 
decided  individuals  were  contacted 
regarding  their  willingness  to  serve  on 
the  commission. 

The  commission  was  authorized  in 
response  to  a  request  from  130  professors 
at  United  Methodist  theological  schools. 
It  will  guide  a  study  on  the  mission  of  the 
church,  and  report  its  findings  to  the  1983 
General  Conference. 

The  study  is  expected  to  clarify  the  role 
of  the  local  church  in  its  community  and 
connectional  missions,  give  direction  to 
the  church’s  general  agencies  as  they  set 
mission  priorities  and  evaluate  their 
achievements,  develop  a  clear  purpose 
statement  of  mission  and  guide  the 
church’s  response  to  the  needs  in  the 
world,  and  provide  practical  suggestions 
for  intensive  involvement  of  the  church 
at  all  levels  n  mission. 

Commission  members  are: 

Bishops  — 


Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen,  Stockholm, 
Sweden 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw,  Minnea¬ 
polis,  Minn. 

Bishop  Artuhur  F.  Kulah,  Monrovia, 
Liberia;  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White, 
Springfield,  Ill. 

Theological  school  faculty  members 
are:  Dr.  John  Cartwright,  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  Boston, 
Mass.;  Dr.  John  Cobb  Jr.,  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  Claremont,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Langford  —  Duke 
University  Divinity  School,  Durham, 
N.C.;  Dr.  James  C.  Logan,  Wesley 
School  of  Theology,  Washington,  DC. 

From  Central  Conferences:  Ms. 
Christine  Bush,  Monrovia,  Liberia;  The 
Rev.  Vilem  Schneeberger, 
Czechoslovakia. 

Laypersons  from  local  churches:  Ms. 
Martha  Cline,  Utica,  N.Y.;  Mrs.  Mary 
Joyce  Green,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Mr.  Joe 
N.  Pevahouse,  Henderson,  Tenn.;  Mr. 
John  Stumbo,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

Clergy  from  local  churches:  The  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton-Winn,  Houma,  La.;  The 
Rev.  R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  Muncie,  Indi¬ 
ana;  The  Rev.  James  Lawson,  Los  An¬ 
geles,  California;  The  Rev.  E.  Ray 
Throckmorton,  Maysville,  Kentucky. 

At  Large  Members:  Dr.  Gerald  H. 
Anderson,  Ventnor,  N.J.;  The  Rev. 
Ignacio  Castura,  Los  Angeles,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  The  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface, 
Oklahoma,  City,  Okla.;  The  Rev.  Blaine 
E.  Taylor,  Holden,  Mass. 

General  Council  on  Ministries 
Member:  The  Rev.  Richard  A.  Thorn¬ 
burg,  White  Plains,  N.Y.;  GCOM  Staff 
(non- voting)  Member  —  The  Rev. 
Norman  E.  Dewire,  Dayton,  Ohio. 


Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Ruston  District  Superintendent,  is  shown  above,  at  the  table, 
autographing  copies  of  his  new  book.  Cynthia  Holiday  and  Madeline  Regan,  left  to 
right,  are  receiving  autographed  copies. 


Profits  From  Blount’s  Book 
Dedicated  to  Hunger  Relief 


Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Ruston  District 
Superintendent,  has  dedicated  all  of  the 
profits  of  his  new  book,  Looking  For 
Honey,  to  African  hunger  relief! 

The  book  contains  sermons  delivered 
to  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  while  he  was  the 
pastor. 

At  the  present  time,  all  of  the  first 
copies  are  sold  and  a  new  printing 
underway,  will  be  ready  by  February. 


The  346  books  in  the  first  printing 
enabled  a  check  for  $510.00  to  be  sent  to 
UMCOM  by  Dr.  Blount. 

The  Bishop’s  Appeal  for  African 
Hunger  Relief  is  still  receiving  contri¬ 
butions  toward  the  2.5  million  goal. 
(Contributions  should  be  mailed  to  the 
Conference  Treasurer,  labeled  “Hunger 
Relief  in  Africa,”  line  6000  on  the 
treasurers  report  form. ) 


Drew  Doctor  of  Ministry  Meetings 
Scheduled  for  Louisiana 


The  theological  School  of  Drew  Univer¬ 
sity  sponsors  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree 
program  for  practicing  clergy.  Three 
recruitment  meetings  have  been  set  up  in 
Louisiana,  at  which  Dr.  Albert  Aymer, 
the  Associate  Dean  at  Drew  and  the 
Director  of  the  program,  will  explain  its 
features  to  interested  clergy  and  answer 
their  questions. 

All  clergy  of  any  denomination,  who 
have  an  interest  in  pursuing  a  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  are  invited  to  attend  the 
meeting  most  convenient  to  them. 
Persons  interested  should  let  Drew  know 
if  they  intend  to  attend  any  of  the  meet- 


Workshop  on  Aging  Included 


The  Sixteenth  Annual  Assembly  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  will 
convene  Tuesday,  January  29,  at  1:00 
p.m.  at  the  Catholic  Life  Center,  1800 
South  Acadian  Thruway,  Baton  Rouge. 
The  Rev.  John  Vickers,  President  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  will 
preside.  The  afternoon  session  will 
feature  a  workshop  on  Aging.  The 
Keynote  address  will  be  given  by 
Monsignor  Charles  J.  Fahey,  Director  of 
the  Third  Age  Center,  Fordham  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  York,  New  York.  Monsignor 
Fahey  is  recognized  throughout  the 
nation  as  the  outstanding  authority  on 
Aging  and  Care  for  the  Elderly. 
Following  the  keynote  address,  there  will 
be  five  discussion  groups :  “The  Church’s 
Role  in  Ministry”;  “Housing  —  Are 
There  Options  for  the  Elderly?”; 

‘  ‘Employment-Second  Careers’  ’ ;  ‘  ‘Social 
Services  —  Providing  Alternatives  to 
Institutionalization”;  and  “Health- 
Policy  Implications  for  the  ‘80’s.”  The 
Workshop  on  Aging  will  be  concluded 
with  a  closing  message  by  Monsignor 
Fahey. 

An  Ecumenical  Worship  Service  will 
be  held  on  Tuesday  night,  January  29,  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  Mount  Zion  First  Baptist 
Church,  356  East  Boulevard  Baton 
Rouge.  The  choir  from  Mount  Zion  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  music.  Mrs.  Melba 
Simmons  is  the  choir  director.  Arch¬ 
bishop  Philip  Hannan,  Dr.  T.  J.  Jemison, 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood,  and  other 
church  leaders  will  participate  in  the 


Msgr.  Charles  J.  Fahey 

service.  The  sermon  will  be  given  by 
Monsignor  Fahey. 

The  business  session  of  the  Assembly 
will  be  held  Wednesday,  January  30, 
from  9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon.  The 
business  session  will  be  held  at  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Life  Center.  Following  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  Assembly,  Governor  Edwin 
Edwards  will  meet  with  twenty-three 
Judicatory  heads.  The  general  public  is 
invited  to  attend  the  Workshop  on  Aging 
and  the  Ecumenical  Worship  Service. 


Pre-Retirement  Planning 
Seminar  Set  For  Feb.  1 3 

The  Book  of  Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  requires  Pensions 
and  Ordained  Ministry  to  hold  a  Seminar  for  persons  within  five  years  of 
retirement  each  year.  Leaders  for  the  February  13,  event  at  the  United 
Methodist  Area  Office,  Baton  Rouge,  are  Byrl  Moreland  (Pensions)  and 
Terrence  August  ( Ordained  Ministry ) . 

The  agenda  for  the  event  follows : 

10:00  a  m.  —  Word  of  Greeting  and  Devotional  .  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 
10:30a.m.  —  Steps  in  Retirement .  .  .  Terrence  August 

When  you  file,  how  to  do  it  and  with  whom,  sample  to  use,  possible  other 
options,  involvement  of  the  Board  of  the  Ordained  Ministry. 

10:50  a.m.  —  My  Pension!  How  Much?  When?  ...  J.  J.  Caraway 

Terral  Lowe 

A  look  at  individual  pension  records,  how  to  figure  to  MPRF,  and  a 
discussion  of  the  MPP. 

11:10  a.m.  —  General  Board  of  Pensions  Support  .  .  .  Wayne  Bondurant 
Sources  of  income,  discussion  of  the  options  and  annuity  rates  for  each, 
deductions.  Death  Benefit  with  surviving  spouse,  tax  deductions,  etc. 
11:30  a.m.  —  Social  Security  and  Medicare  William  Snider 

Assistant  District  Manager 
Possible  income,  when  you  sign  up,  what  you/Social  Security  Office, 
B.R.  need  to  take  when  you  do,  how  Medicare  works  with  Hospital  Insur¬ 
ance,  etc. 

12: 15 -LUNCH 

1 :30  p.m.  —  Hospital  Insurance  and  Medicare . Grayson  Watson 

Discussion  of  insurance  program  and  retirement,  presciption  drugs,  how 
to  fill  out  claims,  etc. 

2:00  p.m.  —  Housing  Options  .  .  .  James  Adams 

How  to  apply  for  Retired  Ministers  Home,  possible  tax  breaks  from  mak¬ 
ing  mortgage  payments  on  own  home,  possibility  of  donating  home  for 
tax  break,  Elderly  Housing  Units,  other  possible  options  for  housing. 

2:20  p.m.  —  Tax  Liabilities  and  Investments  .  .  .  Donald  Hall 
Discussion  of  the  Housing  Allowance  resolution,  planning  to  draw  out  an 
amount  for  furniture,  etc.,  without  big  tax  loss,  etc. 

2 : 40  p.m.  —  Living  in  Retirement  Mattie  Smith 

Jerome  and  Elsie  Cain 

Things  did  not  anticipate,  questions  had,  decisions  had  to  make,  frus¬ 
trations  came  up,  etc. 

3:20  p.m.  —  Panel  made  up  of  Presenters  to  Cover  Questions  Not  Heard. 
3:45  p.m.  —  Adjourn 


Death- 


ings.  In  this  regard,  they  may  call  (201) 
377-3000  ext.  419.  The  following  is  the 
schedule  of  the  meetings : 

February  27,  1985  —  New  Orleans  — 
9:00-11:00  a.m.,  Meeting  at:  Carollton 
U.M.C.,  921  S.  Carrollton,  New  Orleans, 
La.  70118. 

February  27,  1985  —  Baton  Rouge; 
1:30-3:30  p.m.;  Meeting  at:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  Center,  527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 

February  28,  1985  —  Alexandria,  9:00- 
11:00  a.m.,  Meeting  at:  First  U.M.C., 
2727  Jackson  Street,  Alexandria,  La. 
71301. 


Dr.  Nathaniel  H.  Melbert,  93,  died 
December  26,  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  A 
native  of  Kansas,  he  had  a  long  and 
active  ministry,  including  that  of  Senior 
Pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  from  1941  to  1960.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife  Ethel,  a  son,  James;  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  George  Roper,  Jr.;  six 
grandchildren  and  seven  great  grand¬ 
children.  His  service  was  held  in  Travis 
Park  United  Methodist  Church,  San 
Antonio  on  December  28.  Entombment 
was  in  Sunset  Memorial  Park,  San 
Antonio. 
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:  Editorial 

How  safe  are  your  home,  world? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The  National  Safety  Council  has  called 
upon  churches  to  set  aside  the  third  Sun¬ 
day  in  February  to  emphasize  the  need 
:for  safety  in  all  walks  of  life. 

<  An  official  with  that  organization, 
Sharon  Gamache,  said  the  Chicago- 
4>ased,  not-for-profit  agency  has  spon¬ 
sored  the  annual  observance  for  seven 
years.  She  said  that  mainline  church  sup¬ 
port  for  the  event  has  been  minimal  but 
is  growing  as  more  congregations  and 
ecumenical  groups  learn  about  it 

Good  reasons  for  promoting  safety  are 
not  hard  to  find.  Many  of  those  reasons 
probably  can  be  found  in  unsafe  prac¬ 
tices  at  home  or  in  negligence  while  on 
the  job  or  driving.  Even  church  buildings 
•have  been  known  at  times  to  reflect  a 
lack  of  concern  for  safety. 

The  results  of  widespread  carelessness 
are  grim: 

About  90,000  persons  in  the  United 
States  die  in  accidents  each  year,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  National  Safety  Council. 
Another  9  million  are  disabled  by  inju¬ 
ries— 350,000  permanently.  And  acci¬ 
dents  are  the  leading  cause  of  death  for 
all  persons  under  40  years  old. 

Christians  should  be  especially  con¬ 
cerned  to  promote  safety.  Our  Lord 
taught  us  to  love  others  as  well  as  our¬ 
selves.  We  do  both  when  we  reduce  the 
likelihood  of  accidental  injuries.  We  ab- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


dicate  that  responsibility  any  time  we 
ignore  such  basic  precautions  as  fasten¬ 
ing  our  children's  automobile  seat  belt  or 
fail  fully  to  read  the  directions  before 
taking  medication. 

A  concern  for  safety  close  to  home 
reinforces  the  need  for  a  similar  attitude 
on  a  larger  scale.  We  can  think  of  no 
better  motto  than  “safety  first”  in  a 
world  whose  existence  is  threatened  by 
unprecedented  hazards,  including  the 
specter  of  nuclear  weapons.  Christians 
should  actively  work  to  remind  others, 
including  the  world’s  political  leaders, 
that  there  is  at  least  one  “accident”— 
nuclear  warfare— that  humanity  cannot 
afford  at  any  cost. 

We  encourage  congregations  to  con¬ 
sider  observing  National  Safety  Sabbath. 
If  this  year’s  plans  for  Feb.  17  are  al¬ 
ready  set,  a  later  Sunday  could  be  desig¬ 
nated  for  the  same  purpose.  We  urge 
individuals  to  take  a  safety  inventory 
and  then  take  the  practical  steps  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  our  churches,  homes  and 
workplaces  safe.  We  should  encourage 
others  to  do  likewise.  • 

(Further  information  and  program 
kits  for  observing  National  Safety  Sab¬ 
bath  may  be  obtained  from  the  Religious 
Activities  Department,  National  Safety 
Council,  444  N.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago, 
Illinois  60611.) 
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‘Liberation  theology’  debated 


To  the  Editor: 

In  his  commentary  on  “liberation  the¬ 
ology”  (see  UMR,  Jan.  4),  Bishop  Wil¬ 
liam  Boyd  Grove  has  performed  a  signi¬ 
ficant  service.  “Liberation  theology,”  like 
the  writings  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ments,  has  emerged  out  of  the  suffering  of 
the  oppressed  and  has  a  solid  biblical 
base.  Whatever  its  shortcomings,  it  is 
nevertheless  an  authentic  witness  to 
God’s  compassion  for  the  poor. 

Bishop  Grove  helps  us  see  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  alarmist  reactions,  “‘liberation 
theology,”  in  its  pursuit  of  justice  and 
insistence  on  non-violence,  is  a  servant 
of  humanity,  not  its  enemy.  The  charge 
of  Marxism  or  communism  is  the  same 
red  herring  that  was  dragged  out  during 
the  civil  rights  movement  and  the  anti- 
Vietnam  war  protests. 

But  it  is  understandable  that  we  mid¬ 
dle  class  Christians  should  feel  threat¬ 
ened  by  ““liberation  theology."  It  is  a 
challenge  to  the  comfortable,  acquisitive 
life-style  that  we  enjoy  in  contrast  to  and 
at  the  expense  of  most  of  the  world’s 
people  who  live  in  poverty.  It  threatens 
us  not  only  for  its  political  implications 
but  also  because  it  is  a  fresh  articulation 
of  Jesus’  personal  claim  upon  us:  “Come 
follow  me.” 

I  commend  Bishop  Grove  for  his  good 
example  of  leadership. 

Harry  C.  Kiely 
Silver  Spring,  Maryland 
l.ilxTation  theology:  No! 

To  the  Editor: 

In  carrying  on  the  dialogue  in  regard 
to  “‘liberation  theology"  as  suggested  by 
Bishop  William  B.  Grove  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
4),  I  would  like  to  state  that  as  a  United 
Methodist  who  opposes  “liberation  theol¬ 
ogy,"  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  using  “our 
theology  to  protect  any  privileges.” 

But  I  do  “have  a  primary  commitment 
to  a  political  and  economic  order"— that 
of  political  democracy  and  the  free  en¬ 
terprise  system,  which  I  believe  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  survival  of  the  Christian 
church  and  my  own  Christian  beliefs. 

I  do  not  know  about  the  economic  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  multinational  corporations 
in  other  nations  of  the  world,  but  I  do 
know  that  the  free  enterprise  system  un¬ 
der  the  political  framework  of  democra¬ 
cy  has  created  the  most  abundant  supply 
of  food,  the  highest  standard  of  living 
and  the  highest  level  of  technology  that 
the  world  has  ever  known. 
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II  political  corruption  and  economic 
exploitation  exist  in  nations  in  which 
United  Methodist  ministers  serve,  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  should  work  for  ameliora¬ 
tion  of  these  social  ills.  But  I  do  not  think 
that  the  church  should  participate  in  civ¬ 
il  wars  or  be  an  active  agent  in  the 
changing  of  political  structures. 

Over  and  over  we  have  seen  political 
power  change  hands,  only  to  see  a  differ¬ 
ent  group  of  people  oppressed.  There  are 
always  homeless  refugees,  bloodshed 
and  political  killings  and  often  a  loss  of  a 
culture  never  to  be  revived  again. 
Changing  political  structures  does  not 
solve  the  problems  of  hunger  and  op¬ 
pression.  Civil  war  itself  is  the  cause  of 
much  of  the  hunger  and  oppression  that 
exists  today. 

I  believe  that  those  of  us  who  oppose 
“liberation  theology”  see  the  practical 
consequences  of  the  practice  of  this  the¬ 
ology  to  be  the  strengthening  of  commu¬ 
nist  revolutionary  movements  and  the 
eventual  lessening  of  freedom  for  us  all. 

Clara  Erath 
Abbeville,  Louisiana 
Listen  !o  Hi.sho|)  (iro\e 
To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  to  you  my  delight  in 
Bishop  Grove’s  article  on  “liberation 
theology"  in  your  Jan.  4  issue.  I  think 
that  we  need  to  listen  to  what  he  is  say¬ 
ing  to  us. 

We  in  America  do  not  have  the  last 
word  on  theological  understanding.  Most 
of  us  do  not  live  in  areas  that  suffer 
economic  deprivation  and  political  vio¬ 
lence  as  blatant  as  we  see  in  some  coun¬ 
tries  in  South  America. 

From  my  perspective  of  living  in  Can¬ 
yon,  Texas,  it  is  hard  for  me  to  see  and 
really  know  what  is  happening  in  South 
America.  For  me  to  judge  those  living 
under  the  circumstances  described  by 
Bishop  Grove  as  being  Communist- 
Marxist  without  having  any  Christian 
commitment  would  be  ridiculous. 

I  think  that  God  does  work  with  people 
in  different  situations  according  to  the 
needs  that  they  have.  To  do  that,  He 
might  seem  to  be  working  against  Him¬ 
self  from  time  to  time.  Somehow  that 
never  turns  out  to  be  the  case. 

I  have  problems  with  some  of  the  "lib¬ 
eration  theology.”  However,  that  does 
not  mean  that  it  is  wrong.  It  means  that 
I  must  study  more  and  understand  more 
the  conditions  out  of  which  this  theology 
has  come.  It  could  be  that  God  would 
have  something  to  say  to  me  to  cause  me 
to  grow. 

I  enjoy  reading  your  paper.  Thank  you 
for  articles  and  editorials  that  stretch 
the  mind  and  the  heart. 

Bob  Ford 
Canyon,  Texas 

\fler  rulin' i  nun  I  .  .  .? 

To  the  Editor: 

What  should  I  do  after  compulsory  re¬ 
tirement  as  an  active  United  Methodist 
minister  in  June  of  this  year  at  the  very 
young  age  of  70? 

Mentioning  that  one  can  be  president 


of  the  United  States  in  active  service  at 
73  but  the  Discipline  says  I  must  leave  at 
70,  I  asked  a  member  of  my  congrega¬ 
tion  what  to  do. 

"That’s  easy!”  he  replied.  "Run  for 
president!” 

It  made  sense.  Surely  the  Lord  would 
understand  if  I  were  called  to  the  presi¬ 
dency,  since  my  call  to  active  ministry 
in  the  UMC  soon  will  fade. 

Maybe  I  could  be  the  first  to  declare 
for  1988!  I  would  be  barely  74!  One  of  my 
members  said  he  would  vote  for  me. 
That  would  leave  me  needing  only 
45,167,182. 

What  would  you  advise  me  to  do?  I  am 
eager  to  have  your  wisdom! 

Larry  Eisenberg 
Midwest  City,  Oklahoma 

^otilli  article  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  Susan  Carroll’s  article, 
“Youth  workers  “burn  out  "  (see  UMR, 
Dec  14).  Indeed,  the  issues  of  youth  pro¬ 
fessionals  are  ones  that  need  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed. 

In  the  article,  I  was  quoted  as  saying, 
"Youth  ministry  is  still  relatively  new  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church."  Obvious¬ 
ly,  that  is  not  true,  as  youth  ministry 
probably  began  even  long  before  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  Epworth  League.  The 
statement  should  have  read,  “Youth 
ministry  as  a  specialized  ministry  is  still 
relatively  new  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.”  Because  of  the  issues  that  this 
specialization  has  raised,  I  feel  that  this 
clarification  is  an  important  one. 

Don  Smith 
Plano.  Texas 


By  A.  JAMES  ARMSTRONG 

I  am  writing  these  words  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  2,  1984.  Today  my  mother  would 
have  been  92  years  old.  This  morning  I 
attended  church.  There  was  an  infant 
baptism.  Holy  Communion  was  celebrat¬ 
ed.  This  afternoon  I  watched  a  football 
game  between  the  Indianapolis  Colts  and 
New  York  Jets  telecast  from  Indianapo¬ 
lis.  It  has  been  a  sobering  day. 

My  orders  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
church  awaiting  decisions  concerning 
my  future.  For  the  first  time  in  35  years 
I  am  not  authorized  (at  least  for  the  time 
being)  to  adminis¬ 
ter  the  sacraments. 

This  morning  I 
could  not  have  bap¬ 
tized  that  baby.  I 
could  not  have  pre¬ 
sided  over  the 
Lord’s  Supper. 

Channel  4  in 
Washington,  D.C., 
brought  the  Indian-  James  Armstrong 
apolis  skyline  into  my  study  this  after¬ 
noon.  For  10  years  I  was  a  pastor  there.  It 
was  in  Indianapolis  that  I  experienced  the 
most  satisfying  years  of  my  pastoral  and 
priestly  ministry.  There  I  faced  the  most 
demanding  challenges  of  my  episcopal 
ministry,  and  it  was  there  the  stage  was 
set  for  my  resignation.  As  I  sit  at  my  desk 
this  evening,  I  am  thinking  of  my  mother, 
of  my  ministry  and  of  “my”  city. 

A  year  ago  I  wouldn’t  have  given  a 
second  thought  to  the  ordination  certifi¬ 
cates  hanging  on  my  wall.  I  took  them 
for  granted.  This  morning  as  I  listened  to 
the  familiar  liturgy,  as  I  knelt  at  the 
communion  rail  and  as  I  lifted  the  cup  to 
my  lips,  there  were  tears  in  my  eyes.  I 
take  nothing  for  granted  these  days.  The 
sense  of  loss  is  indescribable. 

How  do  we  regard  ordination? 

I  have  in  my  possession  my  grandfa¬ 
ther’s  ordination  certificate  signed  by 
Bishop  Naphtali  Luccock.  A  lot  of  family 
legends  and  warm  memories  are  woven 
around  that  piece  of  paper. 

Father  had  certificate 

As  a  small  boy  I  eyed  the  ordination 
certificates  of  my  father.  They  were  on 
the  wall  with  his  diploma  from  Goshen 
College.  I  didn’t  know  the  difference. 
Dad  was  a  preacher,  and  I  had  no  idea 
what  was  involved.  I  knew  only  that  he 
read  a  lot;  visited  people  in  their  homes 
and  in  hospitals;  baptized,  married  and 
buried  people;  preached  eloquent  (and 
sometimes  loud)  sermons;  and  seemed 
thoroughly  to  enjoy  the  fullness  of  life. 
He  resisted  and  staved  off  authority  all 
his  days,  drifted  in  and  out  of  ministry 
and  died  long  before  his  time. 

At  his  funeral  Bishop  James  Baker 
said,  “It  can  be  said  of  ‘Arthur  Arm¬ 
strong  as  truly  as  of  any  man,  he  gave 
his  life  for  the  church.” 

And  now  I  sit  at  my  desk  looking  at 
the  walls  of  my  small  den.  Behind  me 
hangs  a  replica  of  Michelangelo’s  "Cre¬ 
ation."  To  my  right  is  a  print  of  El  Gre¬ 
co’s  risen  Christ  and  a  Pfeiffer  study  of 
the  North  Dakota  badlands.  Before  me  is 
an  icon  of  our  Lord  given  me  by  the 


My  Witness 


Spirit  of  sharing  church 
would  encourage  renewal 


By  JANE  MOLONEY  RYAN 

Often  I  have  hurried  down  the  hallway 
to  my  Sunday  School  class  only  to  say  a 
quick  hello  at  a  supposed  stranger.  Is  she 
a  member  I  don’t  know?  Is  she  a  visitor? 
Why  didn’t  I  take  those  few  seconds  to 
introduce  myself  and  make  her  feel  wel¬ 
come? 

My  church  is  God’s  house— and  mine 
Why  didn’t  I  make  sure  that  person  was 
welcomed,  given  a  comfortable  seat  and 
offered  the  hospitality  I  would  have  of¬ 
fered  in  my  home? 

Our  ancestors  thrived  on  knowing  and 
loving  their  neighbors  and  showing  a 
friendly  interest  in  those  around  them. 
This  spirit  among  early  Methodists  en¬ 
abled  them  to  help  each  other  with  home  re¬ 
pairs,  crops,  childbearing,  illness  and  most 
importantly  offering  the  strength  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  from  deep  within  themselves. 

Surely  Spirit-filled  persons  glorify  the 
Lord  in  all  they  do,  especially  when 
making  others  feel  “at  home”  in  church. 

Here  I  Stand 


Isn’t  our  favorite  person  at  church  the 
one  who  comes  up  to  us  and  says  "hello” 
and  always  has  something  cheerful  to 
say?  Thev  are  the  ones  who  draw  us 
back  to  church  because  they  are  truly 
spreading  the  spirit! 

Today  we  United  Methodists  are 
caught  up  in  a  “hurry  up  and  get  more 
done”  life-style.  That  need  not  stop  us  from 
being  able  to  show  from  deep  within  our¬ 
selves  to  old  friends,  new  members  or 
visitors  that  we  share  the  Lord’s  house 
for  Christian  fellowship  and  ministering. 

If  United  Methodist  members  could 
open  their  own  heart  and  mouth  to  ac¬ 
tively  live  with  the  abounding  joy  given 
to  them,  the  Spirit  of  sharing  our  church 
would  encourage  growth  and  renewal  for 
many  years  to  come! 

This  week's  contributor,  Jane  Moloney 
Ryan,  is  a  member  of  the  Baker 
Memorial  UMC  in  St.  Charles,  Illinois 
(Northern  Illinois  Conference). 


UMs  need  to  learn  true  meaning  of  love 


By  ROLLINS  L.  WINSLOW 

In  none  of  his  teachings  does  Jesus 
require  that  we  like  one  another.  He  does 
command  that  we  "love  one  another  as  I 
have  loved  you.”  Hence,  he  calls  us  into 
a  relationship  that  transcends  our  like 
and  dislike  of  persons 

Agape  is  the 
Greek  word  denot¬ 
ing  love  as  com¬ 
manded  by  Jesus 
and  eloquently  ex¬ 
pressed  by  St.  Paul 
in  I  Corinthians  13. 

To  like  persons  and 
to  lovethem  ( agape )  Rollins  Winslow 

are  not  different  degrees  of  the  same 
affection.  The  two  are  different  affec¬ 
tions,  each  distinguishable  from  the  oth¬ 
er.  Not  only  is  agape  different  from 
liking,  it  is  different  also  from  love  as 
denoted  by  the  Greek  words  philia  and 
eros. 

Adults  can  easily  respect  the  frank¬ 
ness  of  the  child  in  an  oft-quoted  limer¬ 
ick.  When  asked  by  the  family  physician 


anscenas  our  u 
s 
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why  she  does  not  like  him,  the  child  free¬ 
ly  admits. 

"I  do  not  like  you,  Dr.  Pell 
The  reason  why  I  cannot  tell 
But  this  I  know  and  know  full  well 
I  do  not  like  you,  Dr.  Pell." 

As  Christian  adults,  however,  we  have 
a  further  responsibility.  We  may  not 
know  any  better  than  a  child  why  we  do 
not  like  some  persons,  but  for  us  that  is 
really  beside  the  point.  We  do  not  have  to 
know  why  we  do  not  like  them  for  us  to 
love  them  (agape). 

Those  who  insist  that  it  is  impossible 
to  live  on  this  planet  in  compliance  with 
Jesus’  love  commandment  are  correct 
insofar  as  they  rely  on  human  ability  to 
do  so.  Agape  is  not  the  fruit  of  human 
effort.  It  is  an  enabling  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  When  we  are  regenerated  or  born 
anew  by  the  Spirit,  our  reborn  self  be¬ 
comes  dominant  over  our  natural  self  and 
empowers  us  to  love  persons  whether  or 
not  we  like  them  ( I  Corinthians  2: 12f ). 

We  United  Methodists  move  into  our 
third  century  with  an  agenda  of  far- 
reaching  hopes  and  concerns.  The  imple- 


Russian  Orthodox  Church.  To  mv  left  is 
a  southwest  desert  scene  painted  by  our 
son  Jim  Jr.  and  a  gold  and  silver  plaque 
of  rich  Christian  symbolism  given  me  by 
Gabriel  Habib  of  the  Middle  East  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

No  papers  bang  on  wall 

However,  there  are  no  ordination  pa¬ 
pers  on  the  walls.  They  are  not  in  my 
possession  now.  But  there  are  two  other 
smalL  frames. 

One  is  my  "Local  Preacher’s  License" 
dated  May  10,  1945,  and  signed  by  P.  M. 
Boyd,  my  first  district  superintendent 
and  my  mentor  in  the  ministry.  The  oth¬ 
er  is  a  photograph  of  my  father  and 
grandfather  taken  outside  a  church  un¬ 
der  construction.  It  was  taken  just  a  few 
months  before  Dad’s  death.  Later  the 
church,  in  Victorville,  California,  would 
be  known  as  the  Armstrong  Memorial 
Methodist  Church. 

Actually,  these  last  two  items  mean 
more  to  me  than  anything  else  on  the 
walls.  There  would  have  been  no  “call,” 
no  later  ordination,  apart  from  Fred  and 
Arthur  Armstrong  and  P.  M.  Boyd. 

Ordination  is  a  rite,  a  commissioning 
ceremony,  that  results  from  earlier  rela¬ 
tionships  and  experiences.  Those  rela¬ 
tionships  and  experiences  make  possible 
all  that  follows. 

Ordination,  then,  is  not  an  end  in  itself. 
It  is  the  result  of  all  that  has  gone  be¬ 
fore. 

Ministry  is  functional 

The  ministry  is  a  functional  profes¬ 
sion.  It  is  also  profoundly  personal. 

The  functions  of  ministry  are  agreed 
upon:  preaching  and  administering  the 
sacraments,  counseling  and  teaching, 
building  a  community  of  servant-believ¬ 
ers  and  providing  shepherding  care  for 
the  flock.  Ministry  strengthens  the  ca¬ 
thedral  for  the  sake  of  the  marketplace. 

A  cathedral  is  defined  as  "an  impor¬ 
tant  church.”  In  that  sense  every  church 
is  a  cathedral.  Ordination  is  primarily 
related  to  the  cathedral,  to  "liturgia,”  to 
rites,  ceremonies,  prayers,  liturgy,  in¬ 
struction,  the  authentic  worship  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  gathered  congregation.  But 
ministry  brings  the  cathedral  and  the 
marketplace  together. 

The  marketplace  features  “diakonia,” 
servanthood;  it  is  the  world  to  which  the 
church  is  sent.  Ministry  prepares  the  ca¬ 
thedral  to  respond  to  hunger,  violence, 
oppression,  brokenness,  emptiness,  faith¬ 
lessness  and  to  the  harsh  realities  of  the 
here  and  now. 

Beyond  function,  however,  are  those 
qualities  of  life  that  validate  ministry. 
Paul  wrote  about  the  gifts  and  fruits  of 
the  Spirit.  The  gifts  are  related  to  func¬ 
tion:  apostleship,  prophecy,  teaching, 
healing,  service,  administration  and 
"speaking  in  various  kinds  of  tongues”  (I 
Corinthians  12:28-31). 

But,  he  added  these  significant  words: 
“Make  love  your  aim  . . .  that  you  may 
prophesy”  (I  Corinthians  14:1).  The  gifts 
make  mockery  of  discipleship  when  di¬ 
vorced  from  love.  The  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
must  precede  the  gifts.  The  fruits  are 
qualities  of  life:  love,  joy,  peace,  pa¬ 
tience,  kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness, 
gentleness  and  self-control  (Galatians 
5:22-23). 

Implicit  in  all  of  that  is  an  awareness 
that  a  Spirit-centered  ministry  breeds 
both  assurance  and  controversy.  Tension 
and  conflict  will  be  tempered  by  gentle¬ 
ness  and  humility.  The  authority  that  au¬ 
thenticates  all  else  is  “agape,”  God- 
resourced,  other-centered  love. 

Ordination  calls  us  out 

Ordination  calls  us  out,  sets  us  apart, 
anoints  us,  commissions  us  for  such  min¬ 


istry.  Divine  initiatives,  not  human 
worth,  provide  the  heartbeat  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  our  calling.  As  Greg  Johanson 
writes,  "God’s  Spirit  can  work  through 
the  worst  vessels  of  clay  and  does  not 
depend  upon  the  individual  merits  of  the 
clay.” 

The  seminal  Lima  consensus  docu¬ 
ments  on  “Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Min¬ 
istry”  underscores  God’s  role  in 
ordination:  "The  authority  of  the  or¬ 
dained  minister  is  rooted  in  Jesus  Christ, 
who  received  it  from  the  Father  (Mat¬ 
thew  28:18)  and  who  confers  it  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  through  the  act  of  ordination. 

“Ordination  is  an  invocation  to  God 
that  the  new  minister  be  given  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  new  relation 
which  is  established  between  this  minis¬ 
ter  and  the  local  Christian  community 
and  by  intention,  the  Church  universal." 

Ordination  is  a  threshold  we  cross  as 
we  enter  a  world  of  limitless  possibili¬ 
ties.  Phillips  Brooks  in  his  Yale  Lectures 
said:  "There  is  no  career  that  can  com¬ 
pare  with  (the  Christian  ministry)  for  a 
moment  in  the  rich  and  satisfying  rela¬ 
tionships  into  which  it  brings  (a  person). 
...  Its  delight  never  grows  old;  its  inter¬ 
est  never  wanes;  its  stimulus  is  never 
exhausted.” 

Why  leave  the  ministry? 

Why  then  are  persons  leaving  the  min¬ 
istry  today?  As  one  listens  to  the  evacu¬ 
ees,  one  hears  many  reasons  and  detects 
many  nuances. 

There  is  disenchantment  with  the  in¬ 
stitutional  church.  It  can  be  blind  and 
insensitive.  It  is  as  human  as  we  and  far 
more  cumbersome  and  impersonal. 

There  is  burn-out.  We  become  bone- 
weary  and  bored.  Impatient  idealism 
gives  way  to  a  sense  of  futility  or  a 
passive  shrug.  We  turn  to  other  fields  for 
greener  pastures. 

There  is  the  loss  of  commitment,  the 
loss  of  faith,  the  surrender  of  integrity. 
How  sad  when  high  hopes  evaporate  or 
covenantal  bonds  are  violated. 

And  sometimes  an  awareness  of  inep¬ 
titude  develops.  There  are  those  in  min¬ 
istry  who  do  not  belong  there.  Painful 
but  commendable  self-knowledge  causes 
them  to  turn  away. 

Don’t  undervalue  ordination 

Years  ago  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore 
placed  his  hand  on  my  head  and  granted 
me  authority  to  preach  the  Word  and 
administer  the  sacraments.  The  evi¬ 
dence  of  that  central  event  in  my  life  no 
longer  hangs  in  my  study.  I  am  writing 
these  words  for  the  sake  of  those  who 
have  come  to  take  that  parchment  for 
granted.  Don’t  undervalue  it  or  treat  it 
lightly.  It  provides  an  open  door  to  the 
most  meaningful  possible  life. 

Where  else  can  one  re-enact  the  Incar¬ 
nation  and  Atonement  through  the  sacra¬ 
ments?  Where  else  can  one  be  privileged 
to  interact  with  people  at  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  points  of  their  existence?  Where 
else  can  one  be  a  herald  of  the  Good 
News,  the  best  news  that  is  available  to 
humankind?  Where  else  can  one  address 
the  most  crucial  issues  confronting  per¬ 
sons  and  society  with  no  vested  interest 
save  loyalty  to  Christ?  Where  else  can 
one  write  one’s  own  job  description  guid¬ 
ed  by  transcendent  reality? 

I  intend  to  be  in  ministry  for  the  rest 
of  my  life.  But  I  would  be  less  than 
honest  if  I  didn’t  confess  the  void  I  feel 
at  the  core  of  my  being  because  those 
ordination  papers  no  longer  hang  above 
me. 

Dr.  A.  James  Armstrong  is  a  consultant 
with  International  Business-Government 
Counsellors  Inc.,  based  in  Washington, 
D.C. 


mentation  of  that  agenda  depends  in 
large  measure  on  how  well  the  church’s 
diverse  members  communicate  and  in¬ 
teract  with  one  another. 

No  foes  without  or  barriers  within  can 
defeat  us  if  we  dare  to  overarch  and 
undergird  our  efforts  with  agape,  the 
love  that  "is  patient  and  kind  ...  is  not 
jealous  or  boastful ...  is  not  arrogant  or 
rude  .  does  not  rejoice  at  wrong,  but 
rejoices  in  the  right . . .  bears  all  things, 
believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  en¬ 
dures  all  things.” 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contri¬ 
butor,  the  Rev.  Rollins  L.  Winslow,  is  a 
retired  member  of  the  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference  who  lives  in 
Phoenix,  Arizona. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "Here  I 
Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


ANNOUNCING. . . 

A  SOUND 
INVESTMENT 

(UMDF) 

SOUNDS 
EVEN  BETTER 
(IRA) 

Now  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  is  offering 
Individual  Retirement  Accounts  that  work  for  your  Church 
while  working  for  you.  Your  money 

•  builds  churches 

•  builds  your  fortune 

•  cuts  your  1984  taxes. 

Send  for  more  information  about  this  new  opportunity  to  do 
something  concrete  for  the  future  of  United  Methodism  while 
earning  benefits  for  yourself. 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 

UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303-S-5 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115 

NAME  _ 


PHONE  NUMBER _ 

The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where 
the  fund  is  exempt  or  registered.  Call  collect  or  write  for  a  free 
prospectus  and  further  information.  (Phone  212-870-3836) 
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Nicaragua  war,  woes  greet  bishops’  group 


Jaime  Chamorro  (right),  editor  of  the  opposition  paper  La 
Prensa,  explains  to  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  (left)  and  United 
Methodist  missionary  Howard  Heiner  why  he  thinks  United 
States  support  for  the  “contras”  could  be  helpful  to  Nicara- 


gua.  Nearly  all  other  persons  interviewed  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops'  group  asked  for  an  end  to  U.S.  backing  of  forces 
opposing  the  Nicaraguan  government. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  is  the 
first  report  about  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishop's  "peace  mission"  to 
Nicaragua  last  week. 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  — From  the 
mountainous  region  with  the  nation’s 
heaviest  guerrilla  activity  to  the  seats  of 
opposing  political  and  religious  powers 
in  the  coastal  west,  representatives  of 
United  Methodism’s  Council  of  Bishops 
were  buffeted  last  week  by  cries  of  war 
and  woe  in  this  troubled  land. 

Some  observers  here,  who  have  seen  a 
constant  stream  of  religious  groups 
come  and  go  for  more  than  a  year,  said 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— The  first  inaugu¬ 
ration  of  a  U.S.  president  and  the  50th 
such  event  were  linked  Jan.  20  in  histor¬ 
ic  St.  George’s  United  Methodist  Church 
here. 

At  about  the  same  time  President 
Ronald  Reagan  was  officially  taking  the 
oath  of  office  in  Washington  for  his  sec¬ 
ond  term,  a  prayer  sent  by  him  for  the 
event  at  St.  George’s  was  being  read 
here. 

The  Jan.  20  ceremonies  commemorat¬ 
ed  both  Mr.  Reagan’s  second  inaugural 
and  a  visit  by  Bishop  Francis  Asbucy  and 
others  to  President  Washington  in  1789  a 
month  after  he  was  sworn  in  as  the  new 
nation’s  first  president. 

St.  George’s  is  the  oldest  building  in 
continuous  use  as  a  Methodist  church  in 
the  nation,  dating  to  1769.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  had  been  organized  two  years  earli- 


the  five  days  of  dawn-to-near-midnight 
work  here  by  members  of  the  bishops’ 
group  was  one  of  the  most  thorough  and 
balanced  short  tours  they’ve  seen  by 
church  representatives. 

From  human  rights  leaders  to  govern¬ 
ment  officials,  from  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  to  “popular  church”  priests,  the 
eight  group  members  heard  expressions 
of  appreciation  for  their  having  come  to 
find  out  what  really  is  happening. 

One  special  word  of  thanks  came  from 
leaders  of  a  large  council  of  theologically 
conservative  Protestant  pastors  who  say 
they  have  chosen  not  to  align  themselves 
with  any  of  the  several  political  factions 
here.  The  council  president  said  that  of 


er  by  Capt.  Thomas  Webb. 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Curry,  pastor  of 
St.  George’s,  said  that  Mr.  Reagan  was 
invited  to  submit  a  prayer  to  be  read 
here  in  the  spirit  of  asking  God’s  blessing 
on  the  nation. 

In  the  prayer,  the  president  asked  for 
“wisdom  and  courage”  for  himself  and 
freedom  for  “our  brothers  and  sisters 
throughout  the  world  who  live  in  captivi¬ 
ty  and  yearn  for  freedom.”  The  prayer: 
in  part,  said: 

“I  ask  you  to  share  in  my  prayer  that 
God  will  make  me  worthy  of  continued 
stewardship;  that  He  will  give  me  wis¬ 
dom  and  courage  enough  to  lead  a  great 
Nation;  and  that  He  will  help  all  of  us  as, 
in  the  next  four  years,  we  strive  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  liberties,  preserve  the  peace  and 
create  prosperity  for  all  of  the  people  of 
our  country.” 


all  the  religious  groups  that  have  visited 
Nicaragua,  the  UM  bishops’  delegation 
was  the  first  ever  to  seek  the  views  of  the 
pastors  council. 

And  the  newly  inaugurated  president 
of  Nicaragua,  Sandinista  leader  Daniel 
Ortega,  said  he  regarded  the  bishops’ 
group  as  very  important.  He  surprised 
the  bishops  one  evening  by  seeking  them 
out  at  the  home  of  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  visiting  for  more  than  an 
hour, 

The  breadth  of  the  nearly  30  contacts 
complicated  the  task  of  determining 
what  really  is  happening  in  controversial 
matters  of  religion,  economics  and  hu¬ 
man  rights,  several  members  of  the  bish¬ 
ops’  group  conceded. 

But  on  one  subject,  the  group  mem¬ 
bers  agreed,  there  seemed  little  doubt; 
U.S.  Christians  morally  cannot  accept 
the  violence  generated  by  United  States- 
supported  "contras”  fighting  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  government  (see  bishops’  state¬ 
ment  at  left). 

Even  most  people  contacted  who  are 
less  than  pleased  with  the  direction  of 
the  five-year-old  revolutionary  process, 
opposed  the  violence. 

Pressure,  not  violence,  needed 

The  Rev.  Saturnino  Cerrato.  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Evangelical 
Pastors  of  Nicaragua,  nervously  laughed 
and  looked  down  at  his  feet  when  the 
bishops  asked  his  view  of  the  United 
States’  role  in  Nicaragua. 

"It  is  pretty  difficult  to  say,  and  it  is 
better  to  say  nothing,"  said  the  Assembly 
of  God  pastor  in  this  capital  city. 

The  council  claims  450  of  the  nation’s 
estimated  1,500  Protestant  pastors  and 
may  be  the  largest  such  association.  The 
pastors  come  from  a  wide  variety  of  the 
81  denominations  in  the  country.  The  na¬ 
tion  has  no  Methodist  churches. 

The  council  members  are  distinguish¬ 
ed  by  their  decision  to  operate  separately 
from  other  Protestant  groups  which 
openly  work  with  the  Sandinista  leaders 
in  government,  Mr.  Cerrato  said.  "We 
don’t  want  to  exacerbate  the  political 
situation  in  a  way  that  would  interfere 
with  our  main  job  of  proclaiming  the 
Gospel.” 

The  Rev.  Felix  Rosales,  a  Baptist 
member  of  the  council’s  executive 
board,  said  the  situation  of  religious  and 
other  rights  in  Nicaragua  is  neither. all 
good  nor  all  bad.  Certain  pressure  from 
the  United  States  has  helped  in  getting 
some  government  policies  changed  for 
the  better,  he  said. 

“But  I  don't  approve  of  U.S.  support 
for  the  contras’,”  Mr.  Rosales  said. 

Mr.  Cerrato  said,  "The  'contras’  are 
affecting  us  with  uncertainty  to  the 
economy  and  death  to  our  young  people 
in  the  army." 

The  United  States  should  keep  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  Nicaraguan  government  to 
operate  a  democracy  with  rights  for  all, 
Mr.  Rosales  said.  But  the  pressure 
should  not  include  violence,  he  advised 
the  bishops, 

The  editor  of  La  Prensa,  the  shrill  op¬ 
position  daily  newspaper  that  is  heavily 
censored  by  the  government,  took  a 
more  ideological  view  toward  the  need 
for  pressure.  His  was  the  most  accepting 
view  toward  the  "contras”  heard  by  the 


bishops. 

Government  leaders  “are  moved  by  a 
proper  concern  about  social  injustice,” 
Jaime  Chamorro  said.  “But  also  the  So¬ 
viets  are  trying  to  expand  here"  through 
those  leaders,  he  added.  “I  see  the  ‘con¬ 
tras’  as  Nicaraguans  who  are  asking  for 
help  to  fight  communists." 

The  editor  described  his  newspaper  as 
having  an  anti-communist  “line”  at  the 
same  time  it  opposed  the  Anastasio  So- 
moza  dictatorship  that  finally  was  top¬ 
pled  by  the  revolution  in  1979. 

If  the  “contras”  fight  in  a  just  way, 
their  war  is  a  good  thing  in  keeping  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  recently  elected  Sandinista 
majority  in  government  so  it  won’t  adopt 
communism,  Mr.  Chamorro  told  the 
bishops.  “I  don’t  deny,  though,  that  it  is 
bad  for  civilian  people  to  be  killed,”  he 
said. 

Civilians  fall  to  atrocities 

There  is  nothing  just  about  the  way  the 
U.S. -backed  “contras”  are  committing 
atrocities  against  civilians,  the  bishops 
heard  repeatedly.  Those  incidents  occur 
throughout  the  mountains  along  the 
northern  border  with  Honduras  and 
down  the  center  of  Nicaragua. 

From  several  church  leaders  who 
work  in  areas  of  “contra"  activity,  the 
bishops  heard  tragic  tales  of  torture  and 
mutilation  of  farmers  and  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  mountains,  of  burned  crops 
and  houses  and  of  a  general  reign  of 
terror  emptying  the  rural  areas  of  resi¬ 
dents. 

When  the  bishops’  group,  which  ar¬ 
rived  in  Managua  on  Monday,  drove 
eastward  into  the  mountains  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  nation  on  Wednesday,  most 
members  assumed  they  would  remain 
far  away  from  the  bloodshed.  As  their 
van  and  jeep  began  to  climb  into  the 
rugged  mountains,  they  saw  government 
soldiers  posted  at  every  bridge  guarding 
against  sabotage  and  often  passed  mili¬ 
tary  squads  walking  along  the  tortuous 
road. 

When  the  UM  group  arrived  in  the  city 
of  Mantagalpa,  the  members  were  told 
that  they  had  entered  the  region  where 
“contras"  are  most  active. 

Later,  the  group  crossed  a  lush,  culti¬ 
vated  mountain  deeper  into  the  interior 


to  the  town  of  Jinotega  where  members 
entered  a  room  off  one  of  the  streets 
where  more  people  ride  horses  than 
automobiles.  Assembled  there  were 
about  a  dozen  members  of  a  clothes- 
making  cooperative  set  up  by  CEPAD,  a 
Protestant  development  organization 
that  receives  some  funding  from  United 
Methodists. 

One  by  one,  the  women  spoke  in  Span¬ 
ish  (four  members  of  the  bishops'  group 
speak  Spanish)  of  their  pride  in  being 
peasants  who  are  starting  to  get  control 
of  their  own  economic  destiny  through 
the  help  of  the  church. 

Their  answers  to  questions  revealed 
little  sophistication  about  the  ideological 
battles  and  politics  being  fought  down  on 
the  coastal  plains  to  the  west.  They  said 
they  are  pleased  with  progress  under  the 
"revolution”  and  spoke  of  their  relatives 
and  friends  “defending  our  country" 
from  the  "contras"  in  the  mountains  that 
encircle  Jinotega. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas-Texas  Wes¬ 
leyan  College  here  has  been  removed 
from  probation  14  months  early  by  the 
United  Methodist  University  Senate. 

College  officials  told  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  Jan.  18  that  the  University  Senate 
lifted  the  probation  during  the  senate’s 
recent  meeting  in  Tacoma,  Wash. 

The  University  Senate  is  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  national  agency  to  review  rela¬ 
tions  between  United  Methodism  and  its 
schools.  It  has  the  power  to  grant  or 
remove  affiliation  linking  a  school  wifh 
the  denomination. 

The  senate’s  probation  of  Texas  Wes¬ 
leyan  last  spring  was,  in  effect,  the 
body’s  first  time  to  "censure"  a  school. 
At  that  time  the  school  had  a  reported 
$11  million  indebtedness  and  was  run¬ 
ning  annual  deficits  despite  several  staff 
and  program  cutbacks. 

Bishop  John  Russell,  who  heads  the 
United  Methodist  Dallas-Fort  Worth 


"What  do  you  think  of  the  United 
States,  and  what  would  you  have  three 
bishops  tell  their  church9"  Bishop  Ernest 
Dixon  asked  in  Spanish. 

“We  feel  upset  by  the  United  States,,” 
one  mother  of  three  said  after  taking  a 
deep  breath  and  then  looking  directly 
into  Bishop  Dixon's  face.  “If  it  weren't 
for  the  United  States,  we  wouldn't  have 
this  war,  and  it  would  be  tranquil  here.” 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  standing  in  the 
doorway  visibly  winced.  “Tell  her  we 
feel  upset,  too,"  he  said  softly  to  an  in¬ 
terpreter. 

The  bishops'  group  included  Bishops 
Minnick,  Dixon  and  Hicks;  Leora  Haldh 
(Florida)  and  Martha  Sanchez  (Kans'd$) 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries;  the  Rev.  Fred  Allen  (Washington, 
D  C.)  and  Don  Riggin  (Arkansas)  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society; 
the  Rev.  Hugo  Ortega  ( Argentina )  of  the 
Latin  American  council  of  Methodist 
churches. 


Area  and  chairs  the  Texas  Wesleyan 
board,  said  the  early  lifting  of  the  two- 
year  probation  "restores  stability  at  the 
school."  He  thanked  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  for  its  help  in  that  restoration. 

University  Senate  chief  executive  Jo- 
lius  Scott  said  from  Nashville.  “Excel¬ 
lent  progress  has  been  made  by  the  ndw 
chairperson  and  interim  president  bf 
Texas  Wesleyan.  It  was  clear  to  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  that  they  had  dealt  head- 
on  with  problems  of  mismanagement 
that  had  produced  their  crisis." 

Dr.  Scott  said  Texas  Wesleyan  "is  not 
out  of  the  woods  yet.”  He  said  the 
school's  accumulated  deficit  must  be 
brought  under  control. 

Texas  Wesleyan's  interim  president. 
Dr.  Jerry  Bawcom,  said  the  school  had 
reached  an  agreement  with  a  consortiutn 
of  Fort  Worth  banks  to  pay  off  the  defi¬ 
cit  within  18  to  24  months.  He  said  mote 
than  $2  million  in  payments  had  been 
made.  -JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


U.S.  role  change  urged 


Upon  their  arrival  in  the  United  States 
Jan.  19,  the  three  bishops  who  had  just 
completed  a  week  in  Nicaragua  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  released  the  following  state¬ 
ment: 

“Our  visit  to  Nicaragua  and  our 
talks  with  people  there  have  con¬ 
vinced  us  that  the  Council  of  Bishops 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  must 
express  with  greatest  urgency  its  con¬ 
cern  about  the  highly  volatile  situation 
which  is  emerging  from  the  rapidly 
growing  tension  between  the  U.S.A. 
and  Nicaragua,  a  situation  which 
threatens  the  people  of  Latin  America 
and  the  U.S.A.  with  tragic  conse¬ 
quences  of  war. 

“We  will  urge  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  to  call  upon  the  president  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Congress  to  re¬ 
consider  the  recent  withdrawal  from 
the  Mansanilla  talks  in  Mexico  and  to 
become  involved  again  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  in  dialogue  with  Nicaragua, 
seeking  a  negotiated  non-violent  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  issues  of  conflict  that 
threaten  peace  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries. 

“We  will  call  upon  the  council  to  in¬ 
crease  efforts  to  persuade  the  presi¬ 


dent  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Congress  to  give  U.S.  support  to  Con- 
tadora  peace  initiatives  and  proposals. 

“Our  talks  with  many  people  from 
all  walks  of  life  and  from  many  loca¬ 
tions  in  Nicaragua  have  convinced  us 
that  we  must  protest  any  U.S.  support 
of  ‘contra’  activity,  which  is  now 
bringing  torture,  terror  and  death  to 
many  innocent  civilians. 

“We  shall  submit  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  a  full  report  on  our  meetings 
and  conversations  with  persons  who 
support  and  who  oppose  the  Sandinista 
government  together  with  our  evalua¬ 
tion  of  the  recent  election  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  and  a  report  on  our  inquiry  into 
human  rights  issues. 

“We  urge  all  people  to  be  constant 
in  prayer  for  peace  and  to  involve 
themselves  in  efforts  to  find  a  non-vi¬ 
olent  resolution  to  the  dangerous  situ¬ 
ation  in  which  all  of  us  find 
ourselves." 

—Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  Jr. 

(Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area) 
—Bishop  Ernest  Dixon 
(San  Antonio,  Texas,  Area) 
—Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks 

(Kansas  Area) 


President  Reagan  writes  prayer 
for  UM  church  to  note  inaugural 


University  Senate  lifts 
probation  on  TW  C  early 


Task  force  ‘strikes  deal,’  recommends  hospital  sale 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

WICHITA,  Kan. -The  Kansas  West 
Annual  Conference  would  get  $32  million 
to  be  used  for  health  and  welfare  minis¬ 
tries  from  the  sale  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Wesley  Medical  Center  if  the 
annual  conference  approves  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  a  special  task  force  as¬ 
signed  to  study  the  proposed  sale. 

The  sale  to  the  Nashville-based  Hospi¬ 
tal  Corporation  of  America  would  be  the 
first  time  a  United  Methodist  hospital 
had  been  sold  to  a  for-profit  corporation 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  21,  Jan.  4  and  Jan.  18). 

The  task  force,  appointed  by  Bishop 
Kenneth  Hicks  to  work  with  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  Wesley’s  board  of 
trustees,  released  its  20-plus  page  rec¬ 
ommendation  this  week  to  the  800  lay 
and  clergy  members  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ference.  The  conference  is  scheduled  to 
meet  Feb.  1  in  a  special  called  session  in 
Salina,  Kan.,  to  vote  on  the  proposed 
sale. 

The  task  force  is  expected  to  present 
the  entire  proposal  for  a  single  yes  or  no 
vote.  But  conference  officials  noted  that 
the  conference  would  have  the  right  to  di¬ 
vide  the  question  into  two  or  more  votes. 

Original  letter  altered 

After  a  monthlong  study  by  the  annual 


conference’s  11-member  task  force 
working  with  Wesley  officials,  a  “deal” 
was  struck  to  alter  the  original  letter  of 
intent,  which  made  no  provisions  for  the 
annual  conference  to  share  in  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  or  the  future  administration  of  the 
hospital. 

Changes  agreed  on  by  the  two  groups 
for  the  transfer  of  hospital  property  in¬ 
clude  the  following  provisions: 

•Fifty-one  percent  of  Wesley  Medical 
Center  Endowment  Foundation  board 
members  (who  would  control  all  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  sale)  would  be  nominated 
by  the  medical  center  board  for  approv¬ 
al  by  the  annual  conference. 

•The  Wesley  Medical  Center  board  of 
trustees  must  always  include  two  United 
Methodist  district  superintendents. 

•The  medical  center’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  must  always  include  at  least  one 
of  those  two  United  Methodist  district 
superintendents. 

•The  presiding  bishop  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Kansas  Area  would  have  “privi¬ 
lege  of  standing"  on  the  board  of 
trustees.  That  means  the  bishop  would 
not  be  a  member  of  the  board  but  would 
have  access  to  speak  to  the  board  at  any 
time. 

•The  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference, 
in  addition  to  receiving  the  $32  million, 
would  have  the  right  to  make  requests 


for  program  financing  from  the  whole 
endowment  foundation. 

Sought  to  avoid  confrontation 

“Our  basic  desire  was  to  avoid  a  legal 
confrontation  and  to  bring  to  the  annual 
conference  a  compromise"  suitable  both 
to  Wesley  officials  and  to  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference,  said  the  Rev. 
Chester  Osborn  of  Hutchinson,  Kan.,  the 
task  force  chairman. 

The  turnaround  in  the  medical  cen¬ 
ter’s  attitude  from  not  offering  the  con¬ 
ference  anything  to  sharing  profits  and 
conceding  representation  on  various 
boards  comes  as  a  result  of  pressure 
from  the  community  about  “outsiders" 
coming  into  the  community  and  from  “a 
willingness  to  work  together”  on  the  part 
of  both  conference  and  medical  center 
officials,  Mr.  Osborn  said. 

Shortly  after  the  Nov.  20  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  proposed  sale  by  the  hospi¬ 
tal’s  board  of  trustees,  conference 
attorney  Steve  Childs  advised  Bishop 
Hicks  that  such  a  sale  required  confer¬ 
ence  approval.  That  was  because  the 
hospital  bylaws  state  that  the  hospital  is 
“held  in  trust"  by  the  Kansas  West  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Wesley  attorneys,  on  the  other  hand, 
pointed  to  a  1971  action  taken  by  the 


Kansas  West  Annual  Conference  giving 
the  hospital  board  the  right  to  "sell, 
lease,  mortgage,  dedicate  or  otherwise 
use  for  erection  of  additional  improve¬ 
ments  ...  to  Wesley  Medical  Center." 

The  amendment  was  written  "simply 
to  allow  the  board  of  trustees  to  get  into 
the  bond  market  any  time  of  the  year 
and  not  have  to  wait  until  May  when  the 
conference  met,"  Mr.  Childs  said. 

"The  amendment  said  'to  sell  for  erec¬ 
tion  of  addition  improvements’  and  it’s 
limited  to  that,"  he  added. 

The  medical  center  board  of  trustees, 
made  up  of  51  percent  of  conference- 
approved  United  Methodists  as  required 
by  medical  center  bylaws,  adopted  a  let¬ 
ter  of  intent  Nov.  20  to  sell  the  hospital 
to  the  Hospital  Corporation  of  America 
for  $265  million. 

The  letter  of  intent  called  for  proceeds 
of  the  sale  to  go  into  the  Wesley  Medical 
Center  Endowment  Foundation,  a  devel¬ 
opment  fund  related  to  the  hospital  but 
not  to  the  annual  conference.  Of  the  pur¬ 
chase  price,  $200  million  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  “profit,”  and  the  remaining  $65 
million  would  pay  off  the  hospital’s  inde- 
betedness. 

An  immediate  outcry  arose  among 
some  United  Methodist  clergy  and  lay 
people  who  charged  that  the  hospital 
was  being  “given  away"  and  that  the 
church  was  sellling  out  its  health  care 
ministry.  The  ensuing  debate  prompted 
Bishop  Hicks  to  form  the  special  task 
force  to  work  with  the  Wesley  group  to 
"ensure  that  the  church  was  represented 
in  the  decision."  Bishop  Hicks  said.  The 
Hospital  Corporation  of  America,  pro¬ 
posed  buyers  of  the  Wichita  property, 
was  not  directly  represented  in  the  nego¬ 
tiations. 

If  the  sale  is  approved,  the  Hospital 
Corporation  of  America  is  expected  to 
pay  the  entire  $265  million  in  one  lump 
sum  into  the  Wesley  Medical  Center  En¬ 
dowment  foundation. 


Three  payments  scheduled 

Provisions  for  the  transfer  of  the  $32 
million  from  the  endowment  foundation 
to  the  conference  call  for  $11  million  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  conference  by 
April  1,  1986.  or  12  months  after  the 
closing  of  the  sale  with  Hospital  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  America,  whichever  comes  lat¬ 


er.  (Wesley  officials  hope  to  close  the 
deal  with  HCA  by  mid-March  1985.)  One 
year  later,  an  additional  $11  million 
would  be  transferred.  The  final  install¬ 
ment  of  $10  million  would  be  transferred 
in  1988.  Mr.  Childs  explained. 

There  was  no  stipulation  between 
Wesley  Medical  Center  and  the  task 
force  on  how  the  money  might  be  divided 
once  it  is  paid  to  the  annual  conference. 
But  Mr.  Childs  said  the  task  force  is 
recommending  that  it  be  divided  into  $10 
million  to  start  a  conference-related 
health  care  ministries  foundation  and  $1 


million  for  immediate  grants  to  health 
care  ministries  within  the  conference. 
Mr.  Childs  said  that  would  allow  the  con¬ 
ference  time  (likely  a  year)  to  develop  a 
thorough  plan  for  utilizing  all  the  money. 

The  payment  of  $32  million  and  the 
provisions  for  representation  on  the  hos¬ 
pital  and  endowment  foundation  boards 
were  a  "compromise”  struck  between 
the  task  force  and  Wesley  officials,  Mr 
Osborn  said.  "I  believe  they  (the  Wesley 
board  of  trustees)  have  conceded  consid¬ 
erably."  he  said. 


Wesley  Medical  Center  in  Wichita  covers  several  blocks.  It  interest  in  whether  United  Methodist-related  hospitals  remain 

has  the  attention  of  many  persons  around  the  nation  who  have  in  church  hands  or  become  part  of  profit-making  corporations. 
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Happy  birthday ,  Scouts l 


Methodism’s  Scouting  links  started  75  years^ago 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  — Although  its  mem¬ 
bers  are  perpetually  young,  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  will  be  75  years  old 
Feb.  8 

Throughout  the  country.  Scouts  and 
their  adult  leaders  (Scouters)  will  be 
observing  Scouting  Anniversary  Week 
Feb.  3-9  and  participating  in  diamond 
jubilee  celebration  activities  planned 
throughout  the  year.  Most  of  these  cel¬ 
ebrations  will  happen  on  Sunday,  Feb. 
3,  Scout  Sunday  in  United  Methodist 
churches  where  Scouting  has  always 
had  a  home. 

Methodism  has  a  long  association 
with  Scouting,  and  many  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  deeply  involved  in  the 
program,  including  outgoing  Chief 
Scout  Executive,  J.  L.  Tarr.  Tradition¬ 
ally,  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  one  of  Scouting's  strongest  sup¬ 
porters,  and  it  forms  the  largest  Protes¬ 
tant  sponsoring  group  of  Scouting  units. 

Some  are  ‘double  diamonds’ 

Only  a  handful  of  Scout  troops  are 
eligible  to  celebrate  a  double  diamond 
jubilee  in  1985.  In  other  words,  they  are 
as  old  as  Scouting  itself. 

One  of  those  is  Troop  3,  sponsored  by 
East  End  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nashville.  It  has  the  longest  unbroken 
Scouting  charter  of  any  unit  related  to 
a  United  Methodist  church,  according 
to  national  Scout  records. 

Troop  3  was  chartered  in  1910,  the 
same  year  that  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  came  into  being.  It  is  one  of 
10,964  Cub  Packs,  Scout  Troops  and 
Explorer  Posts  totalling  nearly  300,000 
members  sponsored  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches. 

In  the  early  days  of  Troop  3,  the 
Nashbouro  section  of  Nashville  in 
which  it  is  located  was  an  affluent 
area.  Troop  3  and  the  East  End  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  with  a  congregation  of 
1,500,  were  thriving. 

Troop  3  “raised  up"  the  first  Eagle 
Scout  in  Tennessee,  Allen  Fitzgerald, 


son  of  the  troop’s  founder  and  its  sec¬ 
ond  Scoutmaster. 

Another  former  Troop  3  Scoutmas¬ 
ter,  George  Woodring,  recalls  that  in 
the  1920's  he  had  lots  of  adult  help.  "I 
recruited  former  troop  members  and 
they  stayed  with  me  four  or  five  years 
—  all  through  their  college  careers,”  he 
said. 

Area  becomes  ‘inner  city’ 

Today  Nashbouro  is  “inner  city.”  Af¬ 
fluence  fled  long  ago,  and  East  End 
United  Methodist  Church  has  300  mem¬ 
bers.  Troop  3,  which  had  50  members 
as  recently  as  1967,  now  has  only  eight. 
Scoutmaster  R.C.  Ramsey  says  he  has 
little  volunteer  help. 

Church  membership  is  older  than  in 
the  1960s  when  he  became  scoutmas¬ 
ter,  and  for  a  number  of  years  the 
neighborhood  has  been  made  up  of  sin¬ 
gle  parent  families.  “F6w  people  have 
the  time  or  interest  to  help,”  Mr.  Ram¬ 
sey  said. 

In  recent  years  the  continuance  of 
the  troop  has  looked  less  than  promis¬ 
ing.  Scouting's  Middle  Tennessee  Coun¬ 
cil  executive  Larry  Green  says,  "Each 
year  I  held  my  breath,  wondering  if 
Troop  3  would  register  and  keep  go¬ 
ing.” 

They  did,  and  they  are.  Troop  alum¬ 
nus  Claudius  Smith,  an  active  member 
of  East  End  United  Methodist  Church 
and  chairman  of  Troop  3’s  committee, 
says  that  the  troop  will  never  give  up 
its  charter. 

Solid  reality  backs  his  grit,  for 
change  is  coming  to  Nashbouro.  The 
local  Scout  Council  has  established  a 
steering  committee  to  work  for  more 
community  participation  in  Scouting. 
Young  professional  and  business  fam¬ 
ilies  are  moving  back  into  the  area, 
buying  up  old  homes  and  renovating 
them  and  beginning  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  church  and  its  troop.  The  local 
Cub  Pack  has  grown  to  30  members, 
and  many  of  these  boys  are  expected  to 
graduate  into  Troop  3  when  they  reach 
11  years  of  age. 


The  scoutmaster;  the  assistant  scout¬ 
master;  East  End  pastor,  the  Rev. 
David  Rainey;  oldtimers  in  the  church; 
and  the  Scouts  of  Troop  3  all  agree  that 
the  75-year-old  troop  ‘‘will  survive  and 
thrive.” 

National  support  given 

In  1981  the  national  organization  of 
United  Methodist  Men  voted  to  help  all 
UM-related  troops  continue  to  “survive 
and  thrive.”  United  Methodist  Men  be¬ 
gan  to  raise  money  for  operating  funds 
and  to  set  up  an  endowment  for  a  na¬ 
tional  Scouting  office  under  the  Board 
of  Discipleship.  On  Jan.  1,  1984,  David 
W.  Worley  became  the  first  national 
director  of  the  Scouting  program  with¬ 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Worley  said  one  of  his  real  con¬ 
cerns  regarding  the  Scouting  program 
is  quality  leadership,  which  he  de¬ 
scribed  as  the  secret  to  reaching  young 
people.  “The  church  can  work  hand  in 
hand  in  providing  this  quality  leader¬ 
ship,”  he  told  the  Reporter  recently. 

The  United  Methodist  Men,  said  Mr. 
Worley,  are  establishing  Scouting  coor¬ 
dinators  in  annual  conferences  and  dis¬ 
tricts  whose  major  concern  will  be  to 
recruit  Christian  leaders  and  provide 
leadership  training  for  them. 

“Scouting  should  be  considered  an 
outreach,"  he  said,  “rather  than  just 
allowing  Scouts  to  use  the  church  base¬ 
ment."  Mr.  Worley  said  that  Scouting 
offers  50  times  more  opportunity  for 
contact  than  Sunday  School,  based  on 
the  amount  of  time  leaders  spend  with 
the  boys,  and  estimated  that  as  many 
as  90  percent  of  the  boys  in  Scout 
troops  do  not  have  a  church  affiliation. 
One  of  every  four  boys,  he  said,  will  be 
a  member  of  some  Scout  group  "some 
where,  some  time.” 

Bishops  provide  backine 

Several  bishops,  Mr.  Worley  said, 
who  believe  in  the  value  of  the  Scouting 
program  have  endorsed  it  by  holding 
"bishop’s  dinners.”  Bishops  invite  pas¬ 
tors  to  bring  key  laymen  to  dinners  at 


NASHVILLE— Troop  3  members  (from  left)  Chester  Dil¬ 
lon,  Monte  Coon,  Jeff  Suits  and  Mike  Marina  help  Scoutmas- 
which  church  involvement  in  Scouting 
is  encouraged.  According  to  Mr.  Wor¬ 
ley,  16  bishops’  dinners  have  resulted  in 
603  new  commitments  of  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  sponsor  Cubs,  Scouts  or  Ex¬ 
plorers.  This  involvement,  he  said,  has 
a  potential  for  outreach  to  some  18,000 
youth. 

Boy  Scouts  of  America,  whose  mem¬ 
bership  since  1910  has  totaled  more 
than  70  million,  is  the  largest  youth 
movement  in  the  free  world.  Scouting 
will  receive  national  recognition  in 
1985  through  a  commemorative  stamp, 
a  commemorative  coin  and  a  television 
spectacular  to  be  produced  by  Dick 
Clark  for  release  in  the  fall.  A  diamond 
jubilee  book  titled  “The  Boy  Scouts:  an 
American  Adventure”  will  mark  the 
anniversary. 

A  high  point  of  the  year  for  Scouts 
will  be  the  1985  National  Scout  Jambo¬ 
ree  July  24-30  at  Fort  A.  P.  Hill,  Va.  A 
heritage  campfire  caravan  will  begin  in 
Washington  state  with  a  small  contin- 


ter  R.C.  Ramsey  display  the  flag  for  Troop  3,  the  oldest 
United  Methodist-sponsored  Boy  Scout  troop. 


gent  of  recreational  vehicles  to  travel 
55  days  and  7,600  miles  across  the 
United  States  and  through  40  state  capi¬ 
tals  to  arrive  at  the  jamboree  carrying 
boxes  shaped  like  states  and  containing 
ashes  from  heritage  campfires  from 
every  state  capital  in  the  union. 

At  the  jamboree,  the  boxes  will  be 


mounted  jigsaw  puzzle  style  to  form  a 
U.S.  map.  Before  some  30,000  Scouts 
and  Scouters  from  all  over  the  world, 
this  map  will  then  be  ceremoniously 
burned,  uniting  the  councils  of  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  in  a  pledge  to  con¬ 
tinue  providing  a  meaningful  program 
for  America’s  youth. 


Scoutmaster  serves  50  years 


From  Maine  to  Hawaii,  this  year  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  members  will  mark 
their  organization’s  75th  anniversary 
with  such  things  as  birthday  parties 
honoring  local  Scouting  pioneers. 

One  of  those  to  be  honored  is  Billy 
Jim  Vaughan  who  has  served  50  years 
as  Scoutmaster  of  Troop  1  of  the  Brent¬ 
wood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Brentwood,  Tenn.  Mr.  Vaughan  is  only 
the  second  Scoutmaster  of  this  United 
Methodist-sponsored  troop. 

The  troop  actually  predated  the  offi¬ 


cial  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  It  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1907  as  one  of  the 
forerunner  boys’  groups,  which  joined  to 
become  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  in 
1910. 

The  troop  has  met  continuously  since 
1907  but  at  one  point  let  its  charter 
with  the  national  Scout  office  lapse 
briefly  and  thus  lost  its  claim  as  the 
oldest  continuously  chartered  UM-re- 
lated  Scout  organization.  That  title  is 
held  by  Troop  3  sponsored  by  East  End 
UMC  in  Nashville  (see  story  above). 
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U.S.  ‘sanctuary’  arrests 
include  United  Methodists 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Two  United  Methodist 
workers  involved  in  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  in  Tueson.  Ariz.,  are  among  16 
persons  indicted  Jan.  14  for  helping  refu¬ 
gees  from  Central  America  enter  the 
United  States  and  find  a  safe  haven. 

They&re  Philip  M.  Conger,  director  of 
the  Tucson  Ecumenical  Council’s  Task 
Force  on  Central  America,  and  Peggy 
Hutchison,  coordinator  of  border  minis¬ 
try  for  the  Tucson  Metropolitan  Minis¬ 
tries,  who  was  featured  on  the  TV  pro¬ 
gram  ‘‘A  Lost  History”  last  year.  Both 
were  formerly  short-term  U.S. mission¬ 
aries  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Others  indicted  include  the  Rev.  John 
Fife,  pastor  of  Southside  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Tucson,  and  Jim  Corbett,  both 
of  whom  helped  start  an  ‘‘underground 
railroad”  for  transporting  refugees.  Also 
in  the  group  are  a  number  of  Roman 
Catholic  priests  and  nuns. 

In  addition,  more  than  60  refugees 
were  named  as  co-conspirators  by  a  fed¬ 
eral  grand  jury  in  Phoenix.  They  were 
arrested  in  Phoenix,  Tucson,  Seattle, 
Philadelphia,  Rochester  and  other  cities. 
One  family  of  three  Guatemalans  being 
sheltered  by  First  United  Methodist 

CLASSIFIED 

EDUCATION  MINISTRY  NEEDED  a  full  time 
person  in  Christian  Education  with  strong  empha¬ 
sis  on  youth  and  children's  ministry  for  large 
church  on  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church  2301  15th  St ,  Gulfport.  MS  39501 
DIRECTOR  COUNSELOR  TO  ESTABLISHED 

Christian  Counseling  Center  in  Palm  Beach  Coun¬ 
ty.  Florida  Qualifications  Advanced  degree  in 
clinical  psychology  or  pastoral  counseling.  Experi¬ 
enced  clinician  and  supervisor  Membership  in 
AAPC  preferred  Send  inquiries  and  current  re¬ 
sume  to  Ed  Reed.  Community  Christian  Counsel¬ 
ing  Center.  9625  N  Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach 
Gardens.  FL  33410 


Church  of  Germantown,  Pa.,  was  released 
after  the  church  put  up  $3,000  bail. 

Ms.  Hutchison  said  the  indictment  list¬ 
ed  seven  charges:  aiding  and  abetting 
illegal  aliens;  conspiracy;  bringing  in  il¬ 
legal  aliens;  transporting  illegal  aliens; 
concealing,  harboring  or  shielding;  en¬ 
couraging  or  inducing  or  attempting  to 
encourage  their  entry;  and  unlawful  en¬ 
try  eluding  examination  or  inspection. 

According  to  Don  Reno,  chief  prosecu¬ 
tor  in  the  case,  information  was  obtained 
from  informants  and  by  two  undercover 
immigration  agents  who  used  concealed 
tape-recorders.  Ms.  Hutchison  said  the 
informants  were  "people  meeting  with 
our  group  who  came  from  a  Bible  study 
group." 

Ms.  Hutchison  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service:  "I  am  most  concerned 
that  in  all  this  we  remember  to  lift  up 
the  real  issue  —  the  Central  American 
refugees,  their  fleeing  from  terror,  vio¬ 
lence  and  destruction  at  home  and  their 
right  to  a  safe  haven  in  the  U.S.  until  war 
comes  to  an  end.  International  and  na¬ 
tional  law  upholds  that.”  She  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  a  United  Nations  Protocol  on  the 
status  of  refugees,  which  was  acceded  to 
by  the  U.S.  Senate  in  1968. 

A  hearing  for  all  16  was  set  for  Jan.  23 
in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Phoenix.  Convic¬ 
tion  on  conspiracy  to  harbor  carries  a 
maximum  fine  of  $15,000  and  a  10-year 
prison  term. 

In  New  York  City  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Gobal  Ministries, 
said  the  board  was  “shocked”  that  the 
U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  had  denied  human  rights  to  refu¬ 
gees  fleeing  persecution  and  to  those  of¬ 
fering  them  sanctuary. 


Methodism’s  heroic 
early  circuit  riders 


are  th« 


are  the  champions  in  this  dramatic  new  novel  which 
brings  to  life  the  itinerant  preachers  who  rode 
through  the  American  wilderness  spreading 
the  word  of  God,  Bible  in  one  hand,  long  rifle 
in  the  other.  Indians  and  pioneers,  slaves  and 
slavers,  renegade  mountain  men  and  hard¬ 
working  settlers-al!  are  part  of  Stephen 
Bransford’s  exciting  story.  Here  is  a  novel 
filled  with  adventure,  faith  and  courage 
which  takes  you  back  to  the  earliest  days 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  commemo¬ 
ration  of  its  bicentennial  year. 

RIDERSt°hfe 

ROAD 

A  novel  by 

BRANSF0RD 


At  all  booksellers 

DOUBLEDAY 


TANZANIA — Doug  Knapp,  Southern  Baptist  missionary,  feeds  pigs  at  his  rural 
Tanzania  farm.  He  and  his  wife  went  there  as  agricultural  missionaries.  His  agricul¬ 
tural  work  is  the  kind  Heifer  Project  International  and  other  agencies  are  prepared 
to  offer  in  drought-stricken  portions  of  Africa  and  other  areas  after  emergency  needs 
are  met.  religious  news  service  photo 


Heifer  Project  International 

Animals,  seeds  needed 
after  crisis  overcome 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third  in  a 
series  of  articles  on  Heifer  Project  Inter¬ 
national  and  United  Methodist  participa¬ 
tion  in  its  efforts  toward  long-range 
development  following  crisis  relief. 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

As  crisis  relief  agencies  rush  aid  to 
Ethiopia  and  other  African  countries 
suffering  from  famine,  development  or¬ 
ganizations  are  assessing  future  needs  in 
the  stricken  areas  and  making  plans  for 
more  permanent  solutions  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  there. 

“Relief  is  just  the  first  stage,”  Norma 
Kehrberg,  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Overseas  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR),  told  the  Reporter  recently 
after  viewing  the  situation  in  Ethiopia. 
She  said  that  the  drought-stricken  areas 
are  going  to  need  oxen  and  that  when 
planting  time  comes  in  March,  seeds  will 
be  critical. 

“Animals  need  food,  too,”  Ms.  Kehr¬ 
berg  said.  "This  will  be  an  important 
part  of  the  rehabilitation.” 

In  conversation  with  the  Reporter,  two 
executives  in  Heifer  Project  Internation¬ 
al,  an  ecumenical  self-help  agricultural 
development  organization  that  receives 
strong  United  Methodist  support  through 
UMCOR,  reiterated  the  coming  need  for 
seeds  and  animals. 

“In  a  drought,  the  livestock  are  the 
first  to  suffer,"  said  the  Rev.  Darrel 
Huddleston,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
serving  as  Pacific  West  region  director 
of  Heifer  Project.  He  added,  "One-half  of 
the  draft  animals  in  Ethiopia  are  dead.' 

The  Rev.  Alden  R.  Hickman,  a  Presby¬ 
terian  minister  and  executive  director  of 
Heifer  Project  International,  told  the 
Reporter  that  people  have  eaten  up  even 


the  seeds.  “They  will  need  oxen,  dairy 
cattle,  sheep,  and  goats,”  he  said. 

"You  have  to  do  the  emergency  thing, 
now,”  said  Mr.  Hickman,  “but  it’s  going 
to  be  a  year  before  you  can  start  to  do 
the  long  term  development.  It’s  going  to 
take  time  to  get  people  prepared  even  to 
take  care  of  animals."  For  the  present, 
he  added,  “we  need  to  think  in  terms  of 
veterinary  service  for  surviving  live¬ 
stock  weakened  by  the  drought.” 

Mr.  Alden  said  he  had  recently  con¬ 
tacted  16  other  development  organiza¬ 
tions  to  begin  to  set  up  cooperative 
channels  so  that  by  1986  they  could  begin 
to  work  together  to  deal  with  the  whole 
scope  of  rehabilitation,  including  re¬ 
stocking  and  reseeding.  “Development  is 
a  long  term  process,"  he  said.  "To  really 
help  Africa,  it  will  take  at  least  a  five- 
year  program.” 

In  January,  said  Mr.  Hickman,  legisla¬ 
tion  will  be  introduced  in  Congress  to 
designate  $150  million  to  relief  in  Africa. 
Of  that  amount.  $80  million  is  to  be  for 
rehabilitation,  with  80  percent  of  the 
funds  to  be  administered  through  private 
organizations,  he  said. 

Once  the  legislation  is  introduced,  Mr. 
Hickman  and  representatives  from  other 
relief  and  development  agencies  are 
scheduled  to  appear  in  congressional 
hearings  to  describe  the  needs. 

According  to  Mr.  Huddleston,  who 
served  several  years  as  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agricultural  missionary  in  Zaire 
and  Zimbabwe,  Heifer  Project  has  work 
in  many  African  countries,  including  Bu¬ 
rundi,  Cameroon,  Kenya,  Tanzania,  Zim¬ 
babwe.  and  Egypt. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


the  church  today 


Conference  leaders 
recommend  merger 

BOSTON  (UMNS)  —  Seventy-five  pro¬ 
gram  and  administrative  leaders  from 
the  three  annual  conferences  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Area  will  recommend  this  spring 
that  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  annual 
conferences  merge  to  form  the  Northern 
New  England  Conference. 

The  group,  convened  by  Bishop  George 
W.  Bashore.  was  charged  by  the  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conference  to  de¬ 
velop  a  model  for  the  episcopal  area 
with  no  more  than  two  annual  confer¬ 
ences. 

The  recommendation  will  be  present¬ 
ed  to  the  members  of  the  Maine.  New 
Hampshire  and  Southern  New  England 
conferences  in  May  and  June.  Southern 
New  England  Conference  will  remain  as 
it  is,  according  to  the  recommendation, 
since  it  is  the  result  of  a  merger  of  two 
conferences  only  15  years  ago. 


COSROW  nominates 
third  secretariat  member 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  Geneva 
Harton-Dalton,  a  42-year-old  black  so¬ 
cial  worker  from  West  Virginia,  has 
been  nominated  to  the  three-member 
general  secretariat  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women. 

Ms.  Harton-Dalton,  executive  director 
of  the  Family  Service  Association  in 
Grafton,  W.  Va.,  was  nominated  by  a 
mail  ballot  sent  to  COSROW  members. 
Election  of  Ms.  Harton-Dalton,  Nancy 
Grissom  Self  and  Kiyoko  Kasai  Fujiu 
will  be  by  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Ms.Harton-Dalton  is  a  member  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  and  has  chaired  the  West  Virginia 
Annual  Conference  commission  since 
1980. 


of  all  ages,  family  nights,  and  celebra-  > 
tions  of  various  kinds.  Price  for  the  new 
video  format  is  $49.95. 

Native  American  Center 
gets  new  director 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMNS)  -  Ben 
Bushyhead  of  Helena,  Mont.,  an  author¬ 
ity  on  Native  American  concerns,  began  • 
work  here  Jan.  3  as  executive  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Native  American  < 
Center. 

Mr.  Bushyhead  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  center’s  25-member  board 
of  directors,  according  to  its  chairper¬ 
son,  the  Rev.  Tom  Fassett,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Alaska  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence.  ‘ 


Circle  this  date: 

Sunday, 

February  17, 

1985 

“Remember  those  who 
are  suffering,  as  though 
you  were  suffering 
as  they  are!’ 

Hebrews  13:3b,  TEV 
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Methodist  training  film 
available  on  videotapes 

NASHVILLE— A  30-minute  audio-vi¬ 
sual  "tribute  to  Methodism”  entitled 
“From  the  Word  Go”  has  been  produced 
in  all  popular  video  formats,  according 
to  United  Methodist  Communications 
here. 

The  program  features  award-winning 
author  Alex  Haley  exploring  the  roots 
from  which  today’s  United  Methodist 
Church  has  sprung.  The  resource  tool  is 
said  to  be  ideal  for  new  member  train¬ 
ing,  confirmation,  church  school  classes 


Thanks  to  the  special  offering  taken 
on  Human  Relations  Day,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  goes  be¬ 
yond  the  walls  of  the  local  parish, 
into  the  community  and  the  world. 

The  offering  supports  three  vital 
programs:  Community  Developers, 
United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services 
and  Police-Community  Relations. 

"Lord,  make  me  an  instrument;’ 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi  prayed.  On 
Human  Relations  Day,  you,  too,  can 
become  an  instrument  of  God's 
peace! 


FAMIL  Y-LIFE  SEMINARS  A  T  THE 
SWISS  ALPS 

Marriage  Enrichment /Parents-Teen  Relationship/How  to  Prepare  tor  your 
Golden  Years 

Weekly  Departure-Rate  from  $999,  from  New  York 

Includes  Host  Benefit 

Extension  Tours  Available  to  Italy/France/England/Germany  A  Austria 

DANUBE  RIVER 
CRUISES 

with  Europc/Crcece/Yugoslavi.i  A  Turkey 
Footsteps  ot  St.  Paul  A  The  Holy  Land 

Irom  $2,269. 

From  NYC 

Includes  Host  Benelit 


CUSTOMED  DESIGNED  TOURS’For  your  own  group  on  your  own  bus  to  the 
Holy  Land/Mid-East/Europe/Africa.  For  Details-ltineraries-lnformation  Contact: 

OREN  TRAVEL  INTERNATIONAL 

B72  NW  35th  Street  •  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FI.  33309 
or  Call  David  Benson  ( person  to  person)  Collect  1305)  5 66-7660 
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Central  America 

For  evangelicals ,  religion  is  as  polarized  as  politics 


By  DENNIS  A.  SMITH 
Special  to  Religious  News  Service 

SAN  JOSE,  Costa  Rica  —  Religion  in 
Central  America  is  quickly  becoming  as 
volatile  and  polarized  as  Central 
American  politics. 

Divisions  in  the  Catholic  Church, 
exemplified  in  the  regular  confrontations 
between  Nicaraguan  Archbishop  Miguel 
Obando  y  Bravo  and  pro-Sandinista 
priests,  have  received  considerable 
public  attention.  But  Protestants  in  the 
region  also  suffer  deep  and  troubling 
divisions. 

In  Central  America,  Protestant  means 
evangelical,  even  fundamentalist.  (The 
word  used  in  Spanish  is  evangelico.) 
Central  America  has  no  liberal 
Protestant  tradition.  Even  the  regional 
mission  efforts  of  mainline  U.S.  churches 
have  produced  theologically  and 
politically  conservative  national 
churches. 

Division  creates  conflict 

The  current  conflict  grows  out  of  the 
classic  division  among  evangelicals  on 
social  issues.  Conservative  evangelicals 
say  that  Christians  have  no  business 


becoming  distracted  from  their  primary 
task,  evangelism,  to  reform  social 
structures.  This  position  was  clearly 
illustrated  in  the  recent  regime  of  Gen. 
Efrain  Rios  Montt,  the  Guatemalan 
dictator  who  identified  himself  as  a  con¬ 
servative  evangelical.  During  the  Rios 
regime,  many  Guatemalan  evangelical 
churches  enthusiastically  taught  that# 
enough  public  officials  and  enough  of  the 
general  populace  became  sincere,  Bible- 
believing,  born-again  Christians,  then 
social,  political  and  economic  ills  would 
take  care  of  themselves. 

Progressive  evangelicals  say  that  sin 
expresses  itself  not  only  in  individual 
acts  of  evil,  but  also  in  violent,  corrupt 
and  oppressive  social  structures.  Re¬ 
member,  they  say,  we  live  in  a  part  of  the 
world  which  in  the  last  five  years  has  suf¬ 
fered  100,000  deaths  and  one  million  dis¬ 
placed  persons.  The  vast  majority  of  this 
violence  has  been  perpetrated  by  forces 
striving  to  prop  up  these  sinful  structures. 

Salvation,  say  the  progressives,,  is  first 
of  all  personal  but  necessarily  implies 
that  saved  persons  work  to  restructure 
society  according  to  biblical  principles. 
To  keep  salvation  exclusively 


individualistic,  they  say,  is  to  accept 
what  German  theologian  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer  called  “cheap grace.'' 

This  division  is  no  longer  just  an 
academic  issue  among  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  evangelicals.  In  recent  years,  a  deep 
and  bitter  schism  has  developed  between 
conservatives  and  progressives. 

Progressives  expelled 

The  Association  of  Costa  Rican  Bible 
Churches,  for  example,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  respected  evangelical 
denominations  in  the  country.  This  de¬ 
nomination,  organized  in  1945,  consists  of 
about  100  congregations.  In  the  last  few 
years,  conservatives  in  the  denomination 
have  been  energetically  rooting  out  and 
expelling  progressives.  The  main  targets 
have  been  people  connected  with  the 
local  Seminario  Biblico  Latinoamericano 
(SBL).  Ironically,  both  the  seminary  and 
the  Bible  Churches  were  founded  by  the 
Miami-based  Latin  American  Mission. 

The  conservatives  accuse  the  pro¬ 
gressives  in  general,  and  the  seminary  in 
particular,  of  propagating  liberation 
theology.  In  a  recent  speech,  conserva- 


MANAGUA,  NICARAGUA  —  Nicaraguan  workers 
march  toward  a  Sandinista  rally  in  order  to  attack  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  for  its  alleged  opposition  to  the 
revolution  in  Nicaragua.  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
Miguel  Obando  y  Bravo,  perhaps  the  most  powerful 
domestic  critic  of  the  Sandinista  regime,  says  the 
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government  is  betraying  the  revolution  and  the  church. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  Nicaraguan  Baptist  leaders 
have  been  prominent  Sandinista  supporters.  Relations 
between  evangelicals  and  the  government  have 
generally  been  smoother  than  those  between  the 
Catholic  Church  and  the  government. 


tive  Bible  Church  theologian  Alberto 
Barrientos  described  liberation  theology 
as  “a  beachhead  for  integrating  Chris¬ 
tians  into  .  .  .  Marxist/Leninist  doc¬ 
trine.’’  He  went  on  to  describe  the  semi¬ 
nary  as  having  “strayed  from  the  biblical 
and  evangelical  path  (by  accepting)  a  so- 
called  ‘option  for  the  poor,’  one  of  the 
concepts  of  liberation  theology  .” 

One  professor  of  church  history,  the 
Rev.  Arturo  Piedra,  who  has  been 
thrown  out  of  the  Association  of  Bible 
Churches,  says  some  20-25  key  church 
leaders  and  pastors  have  been  forced  to 
leave.  To  date,  seven  churches  have  left 
the  denomination. 

Mr.  Piedra  feels  that  the  current 
divisions  in  both  the  Catholic  and  Pro¬ 
testant  churches  express  the  same 
underlying  ideological  conflict. 

“This  is  really  a  regression  to  the 
Middle  Ages,  and  the  Inquisition,  but  this 
time  without  the  public  burnings. 
Doctrine  is  not  the  main  question.  Doc¬ 
trine,  rather,  is  used  as  a  pretext  for  an 
underlying  economic  and  political 
struggle.  In  the  Spanish  Inquisition,  Jews 
were  persecuted  to  remove  them  from 
the  Spanish  economy.  In  this  new 
Inquisition,  the  church  is  defending  a 
U.S.-dominated  international  economic 
and  political  order,’’  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Plutarco  Bonilla,  a 
Methodist,  agrees  that  the  division  grows 
out  of  a  profound  fear  on  the  part  of  the 
conservatives  stimulated  by  the  per¬ 
ceived  subversive  qualities  of  liberation 
theology. 

Mr.  Bonilla,  professor  of  philosophy  at 
the  University  of  Costa  Rica  and  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Latin  American  Council  of 
Churches,  says,  “There  is  a  general  ten¬ 
dency  among  Catholics  and  Protestants 
toward  taking  more  conservative 
positions,  especially  as  related  to  the  role 
of  the  church  in  society.  We  see  this  not 
only  in  Rome,  but  also  in  Costa  Rica  and 
the  U.S.  Even  many  Protestant  churches 
seem  to  fear  that  the  Gospel  as  expressed 
by  the  liberation  theologians  may 
threaten  a  lifestyle  and  a  political-eco¬ 
nomic  system  that  has  taken  centuries  to 
develop.” 

Most  theology  imported 

The  Costa  Rican  conflict  is  exacer¬ 
bated  by  the  dominant  influence  of  im¬ 
ported  theology  on  Central  American 
evangelicals.  Until  quite  recently,  Cen¬ 
tral  American  evangelical  theology 
simply  didn’t  exist.  The  vast  majority  of 
texts  used  in  area  seminaries  and  of 
books  sold  in  local  evangelical 
bookstores  are  by  U.S.  conservative 
evangelical  authors.  Only  in  the  last  de¬ 
cade  have  regional  theologians  such  as 
Orlando  Costas,  Antonio  Nunez,  Plutarco 
Bonilla  and  Albert  Barrientos  begun  to 
develop  indigenous  expressions  of 
evangelical  theology. 


Right-wing  preacher  loses  bid  on  school’s  licensing 


From  Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  A  small  New 
Jersey  school  founded  by  right-wing 
radio  preacher  Carl  Mclntire  lost  its 
final  bid  to  become  a  degree-granting 
institution  when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
let  stand  a  lower  ruling  upholding  state  of¬ 
ficials’  right  to  license  all  colleges  and 
universities  under  their  jurisdiction. 
Shelton  College  of  Cape  May,  N.J., 


failed  to  convince  the  high  court  that  the 
New  Jersey  State  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  violated  its  free  exercise  of  reli¬ 
gion  by  first  reviewing,  then  canceling, 
the  school’s  ability  to  grant  bachelor  of 
arts  degrees.  The  revocation  came  after 
the  state  agency  determined  that  the  col¬ 
lege  was  not  meeting  minimum  educa¬ 
tional  standards. 

The  1965  actions  were  followed  by  a 


legal  challenge,  but  the  New  Jersey  Su¬ 
preme  Court  ruled  unanimously  in  1967 
that  the  higher  education  panel  properly 
exercised  its  authority  in  the  Shelton 
College  dispute. 

Following  that  initial  legal  skirmish, 
the  college  relocated  to  Cape  Canaveral, 
Fla.,  where  it  continued  to  grant  de¬ 
grees.  But  in  1979,  school  officials  decid¬ 
ed  to  move  back  to  New  Jersey,  and  a 


new  round  of  legal  challenges  began. 

In  the  state’s  written  brief  asking  the 
high  court  not  to  review  the  lower  deci¬ 
sions,  New  Jersey  Attorney  General  Ir¬ 
win  I.  Kimmelman  argued  that  "the 
issuance  of  a  bachelor’s  degree  is  not  a 
religious  function  or  practice,”  and  the 
state’s  laws  governing  colleges  have  no 
"coercive  impact”  on  an  institution’s 
practice  of  religion. 


Book  Review 

Gospel  stories  combined  from  four  books  into  one 


Baird  W.  Whitlock,  THE  GOSPEL:  THE 
LIFE  OF  JESUS.  Scbocken  Books,  New 
York,  1984.  182  pages.  $11.95 

By  HAROLD  C.  PERDUE 
Do  you  get  confused  about  which  story 
about  Jesus  is  in  which  gospel?  Have  you 
ever  wished  that  there  was  just  one  sim¬ 
ple  story  about  Jesus?  Have  you  ever 
read  one  of  the  gospels  only  to  think  you 
had  missed  some  part  of  it  because  you 


remembered  a  story  from  another  gospel? 

Here  is  a  book  that  may  answer  some 
of  those  concerns.  Baird  Whitlock  has  col¬ 
lated  the  acounts  of  Jesus  from  all  four 
gospels  into  one  continuous  narrative. 

Some  biblical  scholars  are  going  to 
wring  their  hands  and  hold  their  heads  as 
if  in  pain.  Such  a  production  does  vio¬ 
lence  to  their  understanding  of  the  im¬ 
portant  differences  in  the  four  gospels. 


Grandma  Bernice  and  young  friend 


ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  —  Although  confined  to  a  wheelchair,  Bernice 
Letzkus,  68,  manages  to  play  each  day  with  her  “adopted”  child,  22-month- 
old  Nathan  Levois  (center,  handing  her  a  toy)  at  the  St.  Francis  Gardens 
Day  Care  Center  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  The  connecting  nursing  home  and 
the  child  care  center  have  an  unusual  program  that  allows  the  elderly  and 
the  children  to  have  contact  with  each  other  every  day. 
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But  many  lay  people  are  going  to  find 
such  a  book  worthwhile  and  just  what 
they  want  to  read.  In  the  past,  such 
books  have  proven  popular,  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  think  that  this  one  will  not 
also  be. 

There  are  some  weaknesses,  however. 
The  King  James  Version  is  chosen  as  the 
text  because  of  its  familiarity  and  beau¬ 
ty.  But  most  people  do  not  find  the  King 
James  Version  the  easiest  to  understand. 
The  compilation  from  all  four  gospels 
causes  the  editor  to  choose  between  the 
apparent  three-year  ministry  for  Jesus 
in  John,  or  the  shorter  one  reported  by 
Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke.  Whitlock  has 
chosen  to  use  chronology  from  John.  He 
freely  admits,  however,  that  he  does  not 


follow  the  outline  from  any  of  the  gos¬ 
pels  but  places  material  where  it  seems 
best  to  him. 

To  treat  history  in  such  a  cavalier 
fashion,  to  treat  the  gospels  as  if  one  can 
move  their  remembrance  around  at  will, 
betrays  an  attitude  toward  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  which  is  hard  to  explain.  But 
there  are  going  to  be  many  people  who 
will  buy  this  book  and  who  will  be  posi¬ 
tive  that  it  is  just  what  they  want  to 
read.  And  there  may  be  some  who  will 
turn  to  the  four  gospels  and  read  them  as 
they  are,  which  is  the  editor’s  apparent 
goal. 

Mr.  Perdue  is  pastor  of  St.  Mark's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas. 


History  of  Hym  ns 

Blind  composer  writes 
of  hearing  God’s  voice 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
I  am  thine,  O  Lord,  I  have  heard  thy 
voice, 

And  it  told  thy  love  to  me; 

But  I  long  to  rise  in  the  arms  of  faith, 
And  be  closer  drawn  to  thee. 

Draw  me  nearer,  nearer,  blessed 
Lord, 

To  the  cross  where  thou  hast  died; 
Draw  me  nearer,  nearer,  nearer, 
blessed  Lord, 

To  thy  precious,  bleeding  side. 

The  blind  poet  Fanny  Crosby 
composed  many  poems  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment.  A  chance  remark  or  an 
unexpected  experience  could  provide 
the  inspiration  for  her  fluent  poetic 
expressions. 

In  1874,  she  left  New  York  for  a 
speaking  tour  that  took  her  as  far  west 
as  Cincinnati.  She  was  in  great  demand 
as  a  speaker. 

In  Cincinnati  she  was  a  guest  in  the 
home  of  William  Howard  Doane,  wealthy 
manufacturer  and  amateur  composer. 
Ms.  Crosby  and  Mr.  Doane  had  met  six 


years  earlier  and  they  had  already  coll¬ 
aborated  in  writing  hymns.  One  evening 
she  and  Mr.  Doane  talked  at  length  about 
the  nearness  of  God  in  their  lives. 

When  Fanny  went  to  her  room  in  the 
Doane  mansion,  her  mind  and  heart  were 
flooded  with  ideas  from  the  conversation. 
Before  she  went  to  sleep,  the  poem  was 
complete  in  her  mind. 

The  next  morning  she  recited  the  poem 
to  Mr.  Doane,  who  quickly  composed  the 
tune  for  it.  The  next  year,  in  a  Sunday 
school  songbook  entitled  “Brightest  and 
Best,”  he  included  this  hymn  along  with 
“All  the  way  my  Savior  leads  me,” 
“Savior,  more  than  life  to  me,”  and  “To 
God  be  the  glory,"  all  written  by  Crosby 
and  Doane. 

“I  am  thine,  O  Lord”  has  been  one  of 
Fanny  Crosby’s  most  popular  hymns, 
and  after  more  than  a  century  its  pop¬ 
ularity  has  not  waned. 

The  scriptural  basis  is  “Let  us  draw 
near  with  a  true  heart  in  full  assurance  of 
faith”  (Hebrews  10:22). 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 

“Christ  Whose  Glory  Fills  the  Skies" 


Central  America  politics 
keep  Protestants  quiet 


From  Religious  News  Service 

SAN  JOSE,  Costa  Rica  —  A  quick 
review  of  Central  American  history  is 
helpful  in  understanding  current  ten¬ 
sions  among  evangelicals  in  the  region. 
Protestant  missionary  activity  began 
in  earnest  in  Central  America  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  19th  century  and 
developed  in  tandem  with  the  rise  of 
liberal  dictatorship  in  the  region. 

Liberal  and  conservative  meant 
something  very  different  in  19th  centu¬ 
ry  Central  America  than  they  do  in  the 
contemporary  U.S.  Liberals  favored  in¬ 
corporating  Central  America  into  the 
international  commodity  trading  sys¬ 
tem  and  promoted  coffee  as  the  ideal 
export  crop.  Conservatives  favored  ag¬ 
ricultural  self-sufficiency  and  isolation 
in  the  feudal  tradition.  Liberals  fa¬ 
vored  secularized  public  education. 
Conservatives  viewed  education  as  pri¬ 
vate  and  necessarily  Catholic. 

Liberals  wrote  personal  freedoms 
into  their  constitutions,  although  liber¬ 
al  dictators  were  often  autocratic  and 
repressive.  Conservatives  preferred  to 
formally  entrust  general  culture  to  the 
watchful  care  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Liberals  anti-clerics 

Liberals,  while  not  anti-Catholic, 
were  anti-clerical.  They  opposed  the 
significant  political  power  and  wealth 
which  had  been  amassed  by  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  in  its  longstanding  alliance 
with  the  conservatives. 

The  tie  between  this  liberal-conser¬ 
vative  conflict  and  religion  expressed 
itself  clearly  in  Guatemala  in  1882, 
nine  years  after  liberal  dictator  Justo 
Rufino  Barrios  declared  freedom  of 
worship  in  the  country.  Barrios  trav¬ 
eled  to  New  York  and  personally  invit¬ 
ed  Protestant  denominations  to  initiate 
missionary  activity  in  his  country. 
Presbyterian  missionary  Rev.  John 
Clark  Hill  arrived  in  Guatemala  in  No¬ 
vember  1882  as  part  of  Barrios’  per¬ 
sonal  entourage  initiating  the  first 
continuous  Protestant  ministry  in  the 
country. 

Protestantism  thrived  under  liberal 
regimes  in  Central  America.  Over 
time,  a  kind  of  unspoken  political  phi¬ 
losophy  developed  among  Protestants 
in  the  region.  They  have  supported 
without  question  even  the  most  repres¬ 
sive  regimes  as  long  as  they  continued 
to  be  granted  freedom  of  worship.  The 
established  political  and  economic  or¬ 


der  is  seen  as  being  God’s  handiwork. 

On  the  other  hand,  evangelicals  as 
individuals  have  long  preferred  to  iso¬ 
late  themselves  from  politics,  which 
they  see  as  being  “of  the  world."  Some 
Protestant  pastors  even  advise  their 
congregations  not  to  vote  in  the  re¬ 
gion’s  frequently  fraudulent  elections. 

As  evangelicals  have  grown  stronger 
in  the  region,  this  ambivalence  has 
tended  to  reinforce  the  political  power 
of  those  traditional  forces  which  op¬ 
pose  fundamental  changes  in  Central 
America’s  economic  and  political  strut 
tures.  Right-wing  military  regimes  have 
astutely  translated  the  lack  of  evangel¬ 
ical  opposition  to  their  longstanding 
abuses  of  human  rights  into  open  and 
active  political  support. 

Major  force  in  society 

Evangelicalism  today  is  a  major 
force  in  Central  American  society.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Central  American  Socio- 
Religious  Study  Project  (PROCADES) 
—  a  regional  evangelical  effort  based 
in  Costa  Rica  —  as  of  1982.  the  follow¬ 
ing  percentages  of  Central  Americans 
identified  themselves  as  evangelicals: 
Guatemala,  18.4  percent:  El  Salvador, 
6.5  percent;  Honduras,  6.9  percent;  Nic¬ 
aragua,  2.5  percent;  and  Costa  Rica, 
10.1  percent. 

Aggressive  evangelism  efforts  and  a 
highly  visible  presence  in  the  electron¬ 
ic  media  amplify  the  evangelical  force 
in  Central  America.  A  visit  to  almost 
any  Central  American  village,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  remote,  will  reveal  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  Catholic  church  and  one  or 
more  evangelical  churches.  The  odds 
are  that  the  evangelical  churches,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  from  mainline  denomi¬ 
nations,  will  be  either  non-denomina- 
tional  enterprises  founded  by  a  charis¬ 
matic  leader  or  will  belong  to  one  of  the 
hundreds  of  indigenous,  mostly  Pente¬ 
costal  denominations. 

At  the  same  time,  due  to  the  omni¬ 
presence  of  fundamentalist  radio  and 
television  programming  in  Central 
America,  the  theology  of  these  small 
local  groups  is  heavily  influenced  by 
such  U.S.  media  personalities  as  Jim¬ 
my  Swaggart  and  Pat  Robertson. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  coordinator  of  com¬ 
munication  ministries  for  the  Latin 
American  Evangelical  Center  for  Pas¬ 
toral  Studies. 


Dear  Deborah 

Church  meetings:  Length 
and  starting  time  debated 


Dear  Deborah: 

A  new  member  of  our  church  board  has 
made  a  motion  that  all  meetings  in  the 
church  be  limited  to  two  hours.  The 
motion  has  been  tabled  until  the  next 
meeting,  and  we  are  all  considerably 
upset  that  if  this  should  pass  we  would 
never  get  anything  done. 

Is  such  a  limitation  a  good  idea?  Have 
others  instituted  this  idea?  What  is  your 
opinion? 

Dear  Al: 

Deborah  has  to  admit  to  a  lifelong 
impatience  with  long  meetings.  In 
spite  of  this,  I  feel  that  democracy  in 
the  church  is  more  important  than 
brevity.  Of  course,  we  all  have  to 
confess  to,  on  occasion,  taking 
democracy  to  mean  that  our 
personal  preferences  must  be  aired 
even  if  the  same  idea  has  already 
been  chewed  to  death  by  others. 

If  a  church  group  learns  that  it 
must  do  its  work  within  a  limited 
period  of  time  a  certain  amount  of 
discipline  will  eventually  take  over 
in  preference  to  leaving  things 
undone.  Certainly  brevity  would 


have  its  rewards. 

I  once  asked  a  woman  why  she 
was  attending  a  Bible  study  of  a 
group  that  based  its  preachments  on 
theology  quite  contrary  to  her  own 
belief.  She  said,  "Because  the 
meetings  last  exactly  one  and  one- 
half  hours  and  never  go  overtime.” 
No  doubt  a  lot  of  lay  people  (not  to 
mention  ministers)  are  turned  off 
by  long,  dragged-out  meetings. 

Readers,  how  have  you  handled 
this ?  Any  solutions ? 

Dear  Deborah: 

Our  new  minister  came  into  the 
ministry  from  20  years  in  business  and  he 
has  set  all  business  meetings  of  the 
chiirch  at  the  breakfast  hour!  They  are 
held  in  a  local  restaurant  and  everyone  is 
away  in  an  hour  and  a  half. 

We  were  accustomed  to  meeting  late 
into  the  night,  and  while  we  all  grumble 
at  getting  out  at  6:30  a  m.,  we  sure  don’t 
waste  any  time.  If  we  can’t  get  a  decision 
on  something,  we  meet  the  next  morning. 
After  two  or  three  days  of  6:30  meetings, 
we  are  whipped  into  pretty  good  shape. 

Just  wanted  to  suggest,  “Try  it,  you’ll 
like  it  — maybe.”  j.l. 


An  Amish  procession 


CANTON,  MINN.  —  This  long  procession  of  Amish  buggies  was  a  rare 
sight  for  Fillmore  County,  Minnesota,  as  the  horse-drawn  vehicles 
proceeded  dow  n  a  country  road  toward  the  funeral  of  two  young  Amish  girls 
who  perished  in  a  fire.  The  Amish  are  resisting  Minnesota  legislation  that 
would  require  them  to  put  brightly  colored  slow-moving-vehicle  signs  on 
their  buggies.  And,  in  spite  of  constant  pressure  from  outside  for  moderniza¬ 
tion,  the  Amish  stick  doggedly  to  the  tenets  of  their  faith  that  have  made 
them  so  well-known.  religious  news  service  photo 
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THE PENDLE TON PAGE  I 

Sharing  the  ministry  of  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 

5620  Read  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70127 


I 


Hospital  has  built  a  reputation  for  excellence  in  medical  care,  but 
e  to  Methodist  than  technical  ability  —  there  is  genuine  concern  for 


At  Methodist,  caring  for  people  takes  many  forms  from  staff 
take  time  for  Christmas  carolling  on  the  lawn  .  . . 


To  Chaplains  Judy  Nelson  and  Paul  Durbin  who  present  patients 
Testaments .  . .  t'Cej 


To  classes  for  children  who  are 
and  sisters  .  .  . 


»rs  of  all  ages  who  give  their  time  and  talent  to 


To  weekly  religious  services  that  are  televised  to  patient 
rooms  and  a  hospital  chapel  that  is  always  open. 


Methodist  dree  ofCife 

We  at  Methodist  Health  System  in  New  Orleans  believe  that  our  story  is  one  of  life,  of  branching  out  into 
the  community  with  Wellspring  programs  that  are  designed  to  keep  people  well  and  teach  them  how  to  lead 
healthier  lives.  Within  the  next  year,  Methodist  Health  System  will  include  not  only  Methodist  Hospital,  but 
a  same-day  surgery  unit,  a  cancer  care  center,  the  Methodist  Care  Center  for  minor  emergencies  and  for 
people  who  need  to  see  a  doctor  without  an  appointment,  and  the  Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion  for  the 
treatment  of  psychological  problems  and  chemical  and  drug  abuse.  While  this  is  a  time  of  growth  and 
change  for  us,  one  thing  remains  constant.  We  are  committed  to  making  life  better  for  those  we  serve. 
That  is  sometimes  a  difficult  and  expensive  task  and  that  is  why  we  have  chosen  to  become  involved 
with  our  own  tree  of  life  program.  A  bronze  tree  will  soon  be  placed  on  a  wall  in  the  lobby  of  Methodist 
Hospital.  Donor  names  will  be  engraved  on  the  leaves.  As  the  number  of  tax-deductible  contributions  from 
groups  and  individuals  grows,  so  will  our  capacity  to  continue  our  own  growth  to  bring  that  special  Methodist 
care  to  all  who  seek  it.  Methodist  Health  System/Methodist  Hospital  is  located  at  5620  Read  Boulevard, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  20127.  We  care  for  you. 
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The  Bishop’s  Corner 


The  Preacher’s  Library 


When  I  go  into  a  pastor’s  study  the 
first  thing  I  do  is  peruse  the  books  in 
his  or  her  library.  If  you  can  know 
what  a  person  reads  you  can  usually 
know  what  a  person  thinks. 

What  I  am  seeing  is  too  many  old 
books  and  not  enough  new  books.  It  is 
not  altogether  the  preacher’s  fault. 
The  books  in  my  library  which  were 
purchased  before  1975  cost  from 
three  to  six  dollars.  The  books  I  pur¬ 
chased  in  1984  cost  from  eight  to 
twenty-five  dollars.  I  suspect  that 
many  preachers  have  almost  ceased 
buying  books  because  of  the  exorbi¬ 
tant  cost.  Ministerial  salaries  do  not 
allow  for  the  purchase  of  many  twen¬ 
ty  dollar  books. 

But,  how  can  a  preacher  preach 
unless  he  or  she  also  reads?  And  not 
just  the  Bible  but  fiction,  novels,  biog¬ 
raphies,  plays,  poetry,  books  on  time 
management  and  crisis  management 
and  day  to  day  management . . .  And, 
books  on  relevant  secular  themes 
such  a  futurism  (I  got  no  fewer  than 
twelve  good  sermon  ideas  from  Nais- 
bitt’s  “Megatrends”)  .  .  .  And.  of 
course,  books  on  theology,  ethics,  doc¬ 
trine,  homiletics.  Biblical  exegesis, 
Old  and  New  Testament  studies  .  .  . 


And,  the  list  goes  on  and  on. 

So,  laity,  do  you  want  an  idea  that 
will  help  to  revitalize  your  church 
and  your  preacher?  This  is  it.  Place  a 
sum  in  your  budget  for  your  preacher 
to  use  for  adding  to  his  or  her  person¬ 
al  library.  Nearly  every  church  in 
Louisiana  could  provide  $200  a  year 
for  books.  If  I  could  afford  it  I  would 
promise  to  reimburse  any  chusch  that 
did  not  feel  it  had  received  more  than 
“their  money’s  worth”  by  such  an  in¬ 
vestment. 

You  are  probably  tired  of  writing 
to  me  but  if  you,  laity,  will  do  this, 
write  me  a  postcard  and  let  me  know, 
I  will  see  to  it  that  you  get  a  preacher 
who  will  take  full  advantage  of  your 
generosity  and  will  buy  and  read 
spme  good  books. 


P.S.  My  thanks  and  congratulations 
to  district  superintendents,  pastors, 
and  laity.  Already  sixty  new  Sunday 
School  classes  have  been  started.  We 
are  well  on  the  way  to  our  goal  of  150 
new  Sunday  School  classes  in  Louisi¬ 
ana. 


riciurea  aoove  are  Mrs.  Sunny  Walker,  widow  of  Rev.  Charles  S.  Walker,  and  her 
daughter  Ann.  They  were  present  for  the  dedication  of  the  portraits  of  Harahan’s 
former  ministers,  one  of  whom  was  Rev.  Walker. 


Harahan  Closes  Bicentennial 


At  St.  Paul’s  in  Harahan,  the  month  of 
December  was  devoted  to  final  obser¬ 
vances  of  the  Bicentennial  year.  Pic¬ 
tures  of  all  former  ministers  were 
dedicated  and  hung  in  the  church  vesti¬ 
bule.  Emmy  Lorusso,  Chairman  of  the 
Bicentennial  Comm.,  spoke  of  the  history 
of  St.  Paul’s  and  some  of  the  contribu¬ 
tions  each  of  these  men  had  made  to  St. 
Paul’s. 

Former  pastors,  starting  with 


part-time  pastor  Karl  Tooke  in  1946, 
were  the  late  Robert  Jamieson,  Harvey 
Williamson,  Edwin  Barksdale,  Alberty  S. 
Hurley,  the  late  Charles  Walker,  M.  C. 
Cady,  Richard  Meek,  Paul  Carter,  John 
Downs  and  the  present  pastor,  Luther 
Taylor.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  also  pre¬ 
sented  the  Bicentennial  picture,  “Offer 
them  Christ”  to  the  church  in  memory  of 
their  parents.  Members  of  the  Bicenten¬ 
nial  Committee  at  Harahan  were:  Emmy 
Lorusso,  Gloria  Esthus  and  Karen  Smith. 


International  Lesson  Series 

The  Light  of  Life 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 
John  9 

Suffering  and  sin  were  connected  for 
most  Jews.  If  a  man  was  sick  or  poor,  it 
was  because  either  he  or  his  parents  had 
sinned.  Jesus  denies  this  relationship  and 
shifts  the  disciples  question  to  the  idea 
that  the  man  presented  an  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  that  God  can  take  a  life 
:that  is  seemly  forgotten  and  to  heal  it. 

Several  themes  of  the  Gospel  are  pre¬ 
sent  in  this  story  as  revealed  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  characters.  The  true  light  of  the 
world  will  bring  sight  to  those  who  need 
to  see.  However,  the  judgement  will  be 
whether  one  will  respond  in  a  decision  of 
belief  or  of  denial,  which  results  in  ulti¬ 
mate  darkness. 

The  man  born  blind  accepts  Jesus  at 
his  word  and  obeys  his  command  to  go  to 
Siloam  to  wash.  There  is  a  word  play  on 
“Siloam:”  Jesus  is  sent  by  God  as  well  as 
Jesus  sending  the  man  to  the  pool  named 
“sent/Shalom.”  We  also  sense  that  the 
living  water  in  the  person  of  Jesus  will 
truly  cleanse  the  man. 


When  questioned  by  the  authorities, 
the  man  is  willing  to  state  that  Jesus  is  a 
prophet.  Eventually,  his  faith  grows  un¬ 
der  questioning  to  witnessing  that  Jesus 
must  be  sent  from  God  because  God  does 
not  listen  to  sinners,  nor  could  Jesus  do  a 
miracle  if  not  from  God.  Finally,  he  wor¬ 
ships  Jesus. 

The  Pharisees  investigate  the  case. 
Some  argued  over  whether  the  man  had 
really  been  healed,  but  more  significant 
was  how  Jesus  had  performed  the  ac¬ 
tion.  The  use  of  clay  for  healing  was  a 
common  medical  practice,  so  that  was 
not  a  surprise  to  the  Pharisees.  Jesus 
had  broken  the  Sabbath  by  making  clay 
to  heal  the  man. 

Jesus  rejected  the  le^plism  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  to  meet  human  needs.  Jesus  repre¬ 
sents  the  light  that  comes  into  the  world 
for  each  person’s  blindness.  We,  too, 
have  our  blindness  in  prejudice,  lack  of 
concern  for  others,  or  self-centeredness. 
Christ  offers  sight  to  us,  but  we  must 
respond  in  faith  or  continue  in  our  own 
darkness  just  as  the  Pharisees. 


Sunday  School  Lessons  Change 
Format,  Resume  On  Video 


After  a  layoff  of  nine  months,  the 
International  Sunday  School  Lesson 
will  again  be  available  to  local 
churches,  but  in  a  different  format. 

The  new  system  will  involve 
videotapes  rather  than  satellites  and 
calls  upon  Rev.  Bert  Scott,  on  the 
faculty  of  Centenary  College,  to  be 
the  Presenter  for  the  March-May 
quarter. 

Funding  for  the  lessons  will  come 
from  three  sources:  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship,  who  are 
underwriting  the  production  costs; 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  and  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles :  and  Rev.  Robert  Potter  and 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist. 
Church,  Sulphur,  who  will  be 
responsible  for  dubbing  and  distribu¬ 
tion.  Additional  dubbing  will  come 
from  Walter  Parker,  New  Orleans- 
Slidell  District  Communicator  at 
Ponchatula,  when  needed. 

Churches  desiring  to  use  the  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson  Series  may  get  the 
monthly  VHS  videotape  by 
contacting  Rev.  Potter,  Rev. 


Bowdon  or  Mr.  Parker.  Participa¬ 
tion  forms  will  be  available  in  the 
coordinated  mailing  and  coming 
issues  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist.  The  only  cost  will  be 
postage. 

Pulpit  Exchange 
Set  for  February 
17  by  CORR 

The  Conference  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  urges  churches  of 
differing  races  to  participate  in  a 
pulpit  exchange  program  on  Human 
Relations  Day,  February  17.  If  this 
date  is  not  suitable,  the  Commission 
suggests  that  another  Sunday  prior 
to  Annual  Conference  be  chosen. 


Church  World  Service 
Airlifts  Food  to  Ethiopia 
For  recorded  updates 
call:  800/223-1310 


PresidentWebb  Inviting 
Entries  For  Bishop’s  Awards 


President  Don  Webb,  of  Centenary 
College,  has  communicated  with  all 
of  the  pastors  of  the  Conference,  ask¬ 
ing  them  to  submit  the  names  of  pre¬ 
sent  Centenary  students  from  their 
churches,  as  well  as  prospective  ones. 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  and 
President  Webb  are  instituting  three 
awards,  representing  the  largest 
number  of  Centenary  students  from  a 
large,  medium  and  small  church. 


An  award,  presented  to  the  pastor 
of  each  church,  will  consist  of  an  in¬ 
scribed  trophy,  two  Passports  to  all 
college  athletic  and  cultural  events, 
and  a  $1000  Scholarship  to  Centenary, 
to  be  bestowed  at  the  pastors’  discre¬ 
tion. 

The  awards  will  be  presented  each 
year  on  “Centenary  Night,”  the  first 
evening  of  each  Annual  Conference 
session. 


Local  Church  Software  Available 


from  Publishing  House 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  local  churches  will  have  com¬ 
puterized  help  for  keeping  membership 
and  financial  records  thanks  to  a  soft¬ 
ware  program  now  available  from  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  church  management  software 
program  —  United  Methodist  Informa¬ 
tion  System  —  became  available  Jan.  1. 
The  program  will  have  two  sys¬ 
tems,  one  for  congregations  of  300  or 
more  and  one  for  churches  with  300  or 
fewer  members,  said  Anthony  J.  Tolbert 
III,  director  of  electronic  publishing  and 
project  managers. 

The  programs,  he  said,  are  low-cost, 
simple  systems  capable  of  maintaining 
membership  data,  financial  records  and 
contributions.  They  also  may  be  used  to 
store  information  about  individual  mem¬ 
bers  and  their  activities,  skills,  offices 
and  interests. 


Robert  K.  Feaster,  president  and  pub¬ 
lisher  for  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  said  the  development  of  local 
church  computer  software  began  nearly 
two  years  ago  when  the  denomination’s 
chief  fiscal  agency  asked  UMPH  staff 
members  to  explore  the  possibilities. 

"We  first  formed  an  advisory  commit¬ 
tee  composed  of  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  staff  and 
people  knowledgeable  about  church 
computer  use  from  across  the  country,” 
Mr.  Feaster  said.  “High  priority  con¬ 
cerns  are  cost,  ease  of  use,  service  and 
the  needs  of  churches  of  all  sizes.” 

Cost  of  the  UMIS/300  and  UMIS/Plus 
is  $795  and  $1,595  respectively.  A  dem¬ 
onstration  disk  for  both  systems  is  avail¬ 
able.  For  more  information  contact  Mr. 
Tolbert,  Project  Manager,  UMIS  Com¬ 
puter  Systems,  1661  North  Northwest 
Highway,  Park  Ridge,  Ill.  60068,  or  call 
312-299-4411. 


Century  Old  UMW  Speaker  Enlivens 
Memorial  UM  Church,  Monroe 


.  Josie  Palmer,  left  above,  is  shown  with  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry  at  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  She  served  as  speaker  for  the  special  United 
Methodist  Women's  day  at  the  church.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  a  resident  of  the  St.  Joseph's 
Nursing  Home,  Sterlington  Road,  Monroe,  La.  71203,  and  would  be  happy  to  hear 
from  Methodists  throughout  the  state.  Mrs.  Palmer  observed  her  100th  birthday  on 
January  28.  J 


Volunteers  shown  above  are:  Front  row,  left  to  right:  Kelly  Gouedy,  Betty  Frlatus, 
Evelyn  Lowe,  Linda  Tuggle,  Brenda  Easterling,  Terrie  Westbrook.  Back  row,  left  to 
right:  Betsy  Gouedy,  James  Gouedy,  Terral  Lowe,  Ed.  Thomas,  Roger  Hylan  Ron 
Easterling. 


Volunteers  In  Mission  Serve  Church  In  Montego  Bay 


The  Volunteers  in  Mission  Team, 
sponsored  by  the  Ruston  District, 
are  shown  on  the  stage  which  they 
built  in  the  Community  Action  Build¬ 
ing  (St.  Ann’s  Bay  District  Centre)  at 
the  St.  John's  Methodist  Church  in 
Montego  Bay,  Jamaica.  This  work 
team  (10  of  which  are  from  the  Rus¬ 
ton  District)  spent  10  days  from  De¬ 
cember  31,  1984  through  January  9, 
1985  in  Montego  Bay) 

They  were  invited  by  the  St. 


John's  Methodist  Church  and  given 
approval  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  for  UMCOR  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  credit.  In  addition  to 
completing  the  stage,  they  did  some 
exterior  painting  and  installed  out¬ 
side  door  jambs.  The  first  use  of  the 
building,  which  was  made  possible 
by  the  completion  of  the  stage,  was 
on  January  13  for  a  100  voice  Gospel 
Concert  given  by  the  St.  Ann’s  Bay 
District  choir.  Terral  Lowe  was  the 
Mission  Coordinator. 


Foundation  For  Evangelism 
Funding  Chairs  at  Boston ,  Garrett 


The  Foundation  for  Evangelism  is 
a  national  United  Methodist  organi¬ 
zation  which  is  unofficial  but  works 
closely  with  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Section  on  Evangelism.  At  the 
present  time,  the  Foundation  is  pro¬ 
viding  funding  for  three  urgently 
needed  programs. 

The  Theological  seminaries  are 
beginning  to  recognize  evangelism 
as  an  academic  discipline.  The  E. 
Stanley  Jones  Fund  makes  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  them  to  hire  professors  to 
teach  exclusively  in  that  field. 

Secondly,  grants  have  been  made 
available  to  two  United  Methodist 
Seminaries;  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  now  has  a  highly 
qualified  Professor  of  Evangelism. 
Garrett  Evangelical  Seminary  will 


soon  also  have  such  a  faculty  mem¬ 
ber.  Both  of  these  institutions  are 
working  closely  with  the  bishops  in 
nearby  areas  to  provide  evangelism 
training  for  pastors. 

The  Foundation  is  also  enabling 
the  Section  on  Evangelism  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  to  extend  its 
ministry  to  the  church.  They  are  pre¬ 
paring  video  cassettes  for  Annual 
conference  use  in  evangelism  train¬ 
ing,  and  are  planning  Regional 
Schools  of  Evangelism  to  provide  in¬ 
spiration  and  instruction  for  clergy 
and  laity. 

The  response  to  Kenneth  Wyatt's 
painting  of  John  Wesley  sending 
Thomas  Coke  to  America  is  helping 
to  provide  funds  for  these  programs, 
according  to  Dr.  Charles  E.  Kinder, 
President  of  the  Foundation. 


Leaders  Discuss  Local  Church  Planning 

Dr.  John  Braden,  on  the  left,  is  shown  discussing  local  church  planning  retreats 
with  Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  Chairperson  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  The 
two  collaborated  on  the  new  videotape,  “Planning  Retreat  for  the  Local  Church,” 
now  available  through  the  Conference  Resource  Center. 
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Get  going  on  ‘second  mile’  giving 

Far  too  many  churches  balk  at  bud-  nor  one  with  more  urgent  human  needs. 


geting  money  for  mission  outreach  be¬ 
yond  the  basic  “first  mile"  giving.  “We 
should  take  care  of  our  own  unmet  needs 
before  we  give  more  to  others."  the  rea¬ 
soning  typically  goes. 

But  consider  the  experience  of  St. 
Mark’s  UMC  in  Sacramento.  California. 
St.  Mark's  became  involved  with  Heifer 
Project  International,  an  agriculture  de¬ 
velopment  agency  that  relies  heavily  on 
the  volunteer  efforts  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  members  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions  to  carry  out  its  work.  Contrary  to 
fears  that  such  an  involvement  would 
hurt  the  church,  St.  Mark's  became  the 
No.  1  giver  to  "second  mile”  Advance 
Special  projects  in  the  Califomia-Neva- 
da  Annual  Conference  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
11). 

"Once  we  got  going  on  Heifer  Pro¬ 
ject,"  said  Mrs.  Roy  Miller,  a  church 
member,  “it  helped  everything  (related 
to  the  church’s  outreach  efforts).” 

Of  course,  not  every  church  can  be¬ 
come  “No.  1."  Nor  is  that  in  and  of  itself 
a  particularly  laudable  motivation.  But 
we  are  convinced  that  more  churches 
would  experience  growth  in  outreach 
and  ministry  simply  by  "getting  going” 
on  a  response  to  real  human  needs  simi¬ 
lar  to  those  met  by  Heifer  Project.  That 
is  particularly  the  case  when  the  recipi¬ 
ents'  needs  are  specified  so  that  donors 
can  know  and  identify  with  the  persons 
needing  their  help. 

Churches  that  make  decisions  first 
based  on  their  limited  resources  instead 
of  on  how  God  might  be  leading  them  to 
wider  areas  of  service  probably  are 
“burying  their  talents.”  As  a  result  of 
such  short-sightedness,  they  deprive 
themselves  and  others  of  a  first-hand 
knowledge  of  what  countless  Christians 
have  learned:  The  more  you  give,  the 
more  you  want  to  give  and  the  more  God 
enables  you  to  give. 

We  believe  every  church  should  be  in¬ 
volved  in  some  form  of  outreach  beyond 
both  the  needs  of  the  local  congregation 
and  the  “first  mile"  giving  included  in 
church  benevolences.  If  your  church  has 
not  already  discovered  the  joy  that 
comes  from  such  involvement,  there 
never  has  been  a  better  time  to  learn, 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


than  now. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  Resource  Book  1985-86  provides  a 
good  place  to  find  out  about  our  church 
relief  agency’s  efforts  around  the  world 
to  help  others  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
Every  church  Council  on  Ministries,  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council  and/or  Work  Area 
on  Missions  should  obtain  at  least  one 
copy  and  use  it  as  a  springboard  for 
going  the  second— or  even  third— mile  in 
helping  others. 

(To  order  a  copy  of  the  UMCOR  Re¬ 
source  Book,  send  $2.50  to  Service  Cen¬ 
ter,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
45237.) 
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UMC  destined  to  get  a  new  [ face 


By  MARY  GAY  MORGAN 

The  face  of  United  Methodism  follow¬ 
ing  World  War  II  has  grown  similar  to 
that  of  the  National  Democratic  Party. 
We  have  become  to  the  religious  realm 
what  the  Democrats  are  to  the  political 
realm. 

We  can  take  credit  for  important  vic¬ 
tories  transcending  both  realms.  The  hu¬ 
man  rights  struggles  we  have  supported 
continue,  and  we  have  opened  the  church 
to  the  full  ministry  of  women. 

During  these  past  40  years  the  persons 
coming  to  power  within  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  whom  I  shall  call  its  face  or  its 
"establishment,”  have  been  easily  influ¬ 
enced  by  any  new  cause  that  scoots  itself 


My  Witness 

Do  you  need  to  give  ‘suitcase’  to  God? 


By  MILDRED  DENNIS 

“Your  children  are  not  your  children. 
You  may  give  them  your  love  but  not 
your  thoughts." 

—  The  Prophet  by  Kahlil  Gilbran 

Why  is  it  that  when  we  most  want  to 
help  another,  the  way  often  seems  to 
elude  us?  As  a  teacher  of  teenagers,  I 
have  offered  guidance  to  many  young 
people  as  they  struggled  with  emotional 
distress.  Although  the  causes  have  been 
varied,  usually  the  problem  has  centered 
around  the  vital  questions.  “Who  am  I, 
where  am  I  going?” 

I  watched  one  young  man  struggle 
with  these  questions  throughout  his  high 
school  senior  year.  Finally,  in  a  quiet 
desperation,  he  chose  a  college  far  from 
home.  It  seemed  to  go  well.  But  as  the 
months  passed,  I  sensed  something 
wrong. 

Summer  returned  and  he  came  home 
with  what  seemed  to  be  his  old  enthusi¬ 
asm.  For  awhile  he  fooled  those  around 
him.  But  I  knew— in  unguarded  mo¬ 
ments  the  unhappiness  crossed  his  face. 
The  joyous  flame  that  had  always 
burned  in  his  eyes  flickered  and  some 
days  only  darkness  filled  the  void.  The 
silence  stressed  his  cry,  “Help  me,  for  I 
am  lost.” 


And  then  I  prayed,  “Lord,  I’ve  helped 
others;  I  know  I  have.  So,  dear  Lord,  let 
me  help  this  one.  He’s  special  you  know. 
Please  give  me  the  words  to  direct  him.” 

Day  by  day  the  green  of  summer 
moved  toward  the  gold  autumn.  But  no 
words  came  to  ease  the  aching  confusion 
of  the  young  man  or  the  helplessness  felt 
by  those  who  cared  for  him. 

He  tried  to  find  his  way  out  of  the 
darkness  through  tunnels  that  seemed  to 
promise  light  but  which,  in  reality,  of¬ 
fered  only  more  hurt  and  harm  to  his 
friends,  to  his  parents  and,  most  of  all,  to 
himself.  The  only  glimmer  of  hope  in  the 
midnight  of  his  days  was  that  he  never 
became  totally  alienated  from  family 
and  friends. 

Again  I  prayed,  “Please,  Lord,  you 
must  let  me  help  him.” 

During  that  same  summer  I  was  deep¬ 
ly  touched  by  Corrie  Ten  Boom’s  “The 
Hiding  Place."  It  wasn’t  just  another  pa¬ 
perback.  One  hot  afternoon  as  I  started 
my  “Lord,  let  me"  prayer,  I  paused.  The 
words  choked  in  my  throat. 

I  sat  quietly,  remembering  how  Corrie 
had  admitted  that  she  could  carry  her 
heavy  suitcase  no  further.  With  a  sigh  of 
relief,  she  gave  it  to  her  Father.  "The 
Lord  is  like  that,”  said  Corrie. 

Quiet  peace  filled  my  soul  as  I  gave 


my  “suitcase”  to  the  Father.  "Lord,  I’ve 
tried,  but  I  can  no  longer  carry  this 
alone.  I  cannot  help  this  dear  one  by 
myself.  I  need  you— we  need  you.  Please 
take  over.” 

A  few  weeks  later  in  the  predawn 
darkness,  the  troubled  one  came  to  me. 
Great  heaving  sobs  racked  his  strong 
body.  As  I  put  my  arms  around  him,  our 
tears  flowed  in  a  cleansing  river. 

We  sat  with  him  and  listened  and  lis¬ 
tened.  As  the  sun  edged  over  the  horizon, 
a  bit  of  understanding  was  born  of  the 
love  that  had  always  been  present. 

The  difficulties  did  not  end  abruptly, 
but  that  was  a  beginning.  Now,  time  has 
passed,  and  the  young  man  continues  to 
walk  paths  that  sometimes  lead  across 
different  terrains.  But  it  is  well  because 
love  and  understanding  also  continue. 

It  was  during  that  summer  of  John’s 
great  discontent  that  his  mother  experi¬ 
enced  even  greater  learning  and  person¬ 
al  growth  in  faith. 

And  I  am  most  grateful  to  be  John's 
mother. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Mildred 
Dennis,  is  a  member  of  Perry  UMC  in 
Perry,  Ohio  ( East  Ohio  Conference). 


under  the  human  rights  umbrella. 

In  the  area  of  foreign  policy,  these 
persons  have  become  soft  critics  of  capi¬ 
talism  and  have  embraced  foreign  lead¬ 
ers  and  their  constituencies  who 
themselves  are 
harsh  critics  of  the 
economic  and  po¬ 
litical  policies  of 
the  United  States. 

Through  our  work 
alone  and  with  the 
National  Council  of 
Churches,  we  have  Wary  Morgan 
come  to  be  known  for  our  dialogue  with 
and  aid  to  persons  embracing  alternative 
and  hostile  economic  ideologies. 

Stance  had  fleeting  appeal 

The  recent  elections  show  that  the  na¬ 
tional  Democracts,  who  sought  to  pla¬ 
cate  every  interest  group,  have  become 
incapable  of  putting  their  face  on  the 
White  House.  The  self  abnegating 
stance— which  makes  our  face  around 
the  world  appear  like  the  shamed  rich 
kid  and  our  face  at  home  look  like  the 
bland  dispenser  of  whatever  to  whomev¬ 
er— had  fleeting  appeal.  Americans  have 
rejected  it  for  the  face  of  the  fellow 
proud  to  be  an  American,  who  has  waged 
war  on  the  screen  and  won  with  dignity. 

Ronald  Reagan  tells  Americans  to 
hold  up  our  heads  with  him.  Closet  patri¬ 
ots  are  coming  forward.  The  young  no 
longer  see  military  service  as  a  degrad¬ 
ing  act. 

We  can  argue  whether  or  not  the  eco¬ 
nomic  lot  of  most  Americans  has  im¬ 
proved  with  this  president.  In  any  event 
prosperity  is  made  virtuous  by  a  chief 
executive  who  encourages  it,  and  hard 
times  are  more  endurable  when  he 
brands  them  with  purpose.  Mr.  Reagan’s 
popularity  may  be  our  signal  that  the 
establishment  that  has  controlled  United 
Methodism's  face  will  need  to  give  way 
to  a  more  charismatic  and  single-minded 
leadership. 

In  an  era  when  masculinity  is  not  easi¬ 
ly  defined,  Mr.  Reagan  brings  his  own 
clarity  to  this  issue.  He  is  a  man  of  ac¬ 
tion,  taking  assertive  and  aggressive 
stands.  His  words  are  tough.  He  can  be 
gentle  and  moved  to  tears.  We  may  ac- 


Churches  should  join  campaign  to  eradicate  illiteracy 


To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  your  editorial  on  literacy  in 
the  Jan.  18  issue.  As  a  supervisor  in  the 
adult  literacy  program  in  New  Orleans,  I 
am  all  too  aware  of  the  problems  of  the 
functional  illiterate  and  the  total  illiter¬ 
ate 

One  program,  Operation  Mainstream, 
is  a  part  of  Laubach  Literacy  Action 
whose  founder,  Dr.  Robert  Laubach.  was 
a  Christian  missionary  in  the  Philipines. 
This  Christian  commitment  and  dedica¬ 
tion  continues  today.  For  almost  two 
years  my  church,  St.  Matthew’s  UMC, 
has  provided  me  with  office  space  and 
telephone  use  and  serves  as  a  learning 
center  and  workshop  site.  Other  United 
Methodist  churches  (plus  churches  of 
other  denominations)  in  the  greater  New 
Orleans  area  are  also  supporting  our 
program  in  similar  capacities. 

I  challenge  other  United  Methodist 
churches  to  also  become  involved.  With 
God’s  help  we  will  eradicate  illiteracy. 

Mary  Ellen  Kilgore 
Metairie,  Louisiana 

Mr.  Colson  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Jan.  4  issue  of  the  Reporter,  Mr. 
Colson  was  quoted  as  commending  as  his 
heroes,  John  Wesley  and  “George  Wil- 
berforce”.  I  suspect  that  either  Mr.  Col¬ 
son  or  the  writer  of  the  article  made  an 
error  and  the  name  should  have  been 
William  Wilberforce  rather  than  George 
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Wilberforce.  It  is  also  possible  that  Mr. 
Colson  was  thinking  about  George  Whit¬ 
field. 

William  Wilberforce  (1759-1833)  was  a 
prominent  leader  of  the  anti-slavery 
movement  in  England.  He  was  a  friend 
and  correspondent  with  John  Wesley  and 
has  been  called  by  some  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  of  England.  I  have  personally 
been  interested  in  his  work  because  my 
father,  William  Wilber  Foster  (1886- 
1980)  was  named  after  Mr.  Wilberforce. 

Tom  W.  Foster 
Pocatello,  Idaho 

Three  concerns  expressed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest,  and  even 
greater  concern.  Bishop  William  Grove’s 
article  in  the  Jan.  4  issue  of  the  Reporter 
headlined  “Liberation  Theology’:  A 
challenge  to  us.”  There  are  many  things 
that  could  be  said  about  the  article.  I 
want  to  make  but  three  observations. 

First,  when  evangelicals  question  or 
criticize  liberation  theology  they  are  al¬ 
ways  in  danger  of  appearing  callous  con¬ 
cerning  the  conditions  that  gave  rise  to 
it.  "Liberation  theology”  sounds  so  plau¬ 
sible  because  its  reasons  for  coming  into 
being  are  so  deplorable.  Certainly  we 
must  be  concerned  about  oppression  of 
every  sort  but  in  our  pursuit  of  liberty, 
justice  and  dignity  for  every  being  it 
must  always  be  remembered  that  the 
ultimate  oppression  is  sin  and  all  the 
deliverance  in  the  world  will  avail  noth¬ 
ing  if  that  persists  in  our  life. 

Second,  the  primary  objection  of  evan¬ 
gelicals  to  “liberation  theology"  is  its 
violation  of  Scripture.  Bishop  Grove 
calls  it  “biblical.”  Theology  is  faulty 
when  its  biblical  exegesis  is  faulty. 
Evangelicals  are  often  accused  of  using 
the  "proof  text”  method  to  prove  their 
point.  Perhaps  no  one  has  been  more 
guilty  of  that  than  the  libera tionist. 

Third,  Bishop  Grove  cites  the  great 
growth  of  the  Latin  American  church. 
But  the  hard  evidence  is  that  most  of 
that  growth  has  taken  place  among  the 
Pentecostals  who  are  not  liberationists. 
Even  in  Bolivia  the  growth  of  the  church, 
according  to  some  of  the  nationals  and 
missionaries,  has  been  among  the  Ayma- 
ra  Indians  who  have  not  been  “liberation 
theology”  oriented. 

V.  E.  Maybray 
Decatur,  Georgia 

New  duties  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Pat  Shull’s  words  in  the  Dec.  28  "Let¬ 
ters"  column  equating  the  requirements 
of  being  able  to  publish  in  Nazi  Germany 
with  the  language  guidelines  now  being 
followed  by  many  publishers  were  harsh 
and  disturbing 

At  the  same  time  that  I  sympathize 
with  her  frustration  and  anger  at  what 
must  be  changed  or  discarded,  I  rejoice 
in  the  new  awareness  we  have  of  how 
wounding,  patronizing  and  exclusive 
were  some  of  our  former  patterns  of 
writing  and  speaking.  I  refer  not  only  to 
language  that  was  demeaning  to  women 
but  also  to  language  hurtful  to  people  of 
color,  older  persons  and  those  with 
handicapping  conditions.  As  a  Christian 
feminist,  I  celebrate  that  we  can  be  this 
loving  of  all  persons. 

Often  in  the  short  run  it  seems  one 
person’s  liberation  is  another's  oppres¬ 


sion.  What  one  hopes  for  in  the  long  haul 
is  that  inclusive  language  will  become  so 
automatic  it  will  no  longer  seem  to  be  a 
tyrrany  on  the  writer. 

We  sing  the  words  in  one  of  our  hymns: 
"New  occasions  teach  new  duties.”  That 
is  where  I  believe  we  are. 

Judy  McCartney 
Canton,  Ohio 

Writer  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Ditto  to  the  feeling  expressed  by  Pat 
Shull  in  the  Dec.  28  “Letters  to  the  Edi¬ 
tor”  headlined  “Feminism  enslaves 
words.” 

I  am  a  woman  with  an  education 
which  has  put  me  into  a  man’s  world. 
But  I  resent  being  forced  to  call  God 
“He/She. ’’  It  jars  me  to  the  depth  of  my 
soul  to  have  to  think  about  the  sex  issue 
when  I  pray.  It  invades  my  private  life 
and  interferes  in  my  prayer  life. 

Linda  Steele 

Lake  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Let’s  be  consistent 

To  the  Editor: 

I  see  at  least  two  dangers  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  Moral  Majority  inspired  anti-abor¬ 
tion  movement. 

The  first  is  the  attempt  to  force  a 
"moral”  point  of  view  on  all  people.  This 
nation  was  founded  on  freedom  of  belief 
and  opinion.  Morality  is  a  personal  thing 
which  never  has  been  nor  ever  can  be 
legislated.  Moreover,  the  lack  of  toler¬ 
ance  (witness  the  surge  of  bombings  of 
clinics)  of  differing  opinions  is  driving 
Christians  against  each  other  and 
against  other  religious  groups. 

Is  this  the  true  spirit  of  “life?”  On  only 
one  occasion  did  Christ  use  force  (driv¬ 
ing  the  money-changers  out).  His  gospel 
is  one  of  love  and  caring  for  all  by  all.  I 
submit  that  the  Moral  Majority  and  anti¬ 
abortionists  are  not  exhibiting  this  gos¬ 
pel. 

The  second  is  equally  dangerous  By 
hitting  on  one  issue,  the  truly  urgent  is¬ 
sues  of  our  time  become  obscured.  What 
is  more  imperative  than  ending  the  nu¬ 
clear  arms  race?  If  we  are  Christians, 
we  are  called  to  do  this.  If  we  are  not,  let 
us  be  honest  and  pray  for  the  vision  and 
wisdom  to  do  so,  knowing  that,  unless  we 
begin  to  re-order  our  lives,  there  will  be 
no  life  for  our  children  and  our  children’s 
children. 

I  submit  that  most  of  us  have  "had  it 
too  good"  materially,  and  have  forgotten 
how  to  care,  how  to  be  involved  in  the 
real  issues— how  to  feed  the  hungry, 
clothe  the  naked,  house  the  homeless. 
Until  we  begin  to  show  signs  of  caring 
for  our  fellow  inhabitants,  there  will  be 
no  peace.  We  are  all  God’s  children, 
called  to  go  forth  in  love.  There  are  no 
guarantees  in  this  path.  But  our  present 
course  does  guarantee,  barring  a  mir¬ 
acle,  that  we  will  all  perish. 

It  is  well  to  oppose  killing,  but  let  us 
be  consistent.  Let  us  also  remember  that 
the  law  does  not  “require”  an  abortion;  it 
merely  "permits"  one  under  certain  cir¬ 
cumstances.  I  suggest  we  all  get  on  our 
knees  and  ask  for  forgiveness  for  our 
blindness,  our  reliance  on  political  solu¬ 
tions,  our  lack  of  courage  to  witness  for 
peace  and  thus  life  for  all  God’s  people— 
the  unborn,  the  poor,  the  Russians,  the 
outcasts— and  then  go  forth  and  care. 
Nancy  A.  Jackson 
Spring  Valley,  Minnesota 
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Wesley  Chapel  restored 

To  the  Editor: 

Last  month  my  husband  and  I  were 
privileged  to  visit  Wesley’s  Chapel  in 
London.  It  has  been  beautifully  restored 
The  curator  who  showed  us  around  told 
us  it  could  not  have  been  done  without  the 
money  sent  from  America.  The  people  at 
the  chapel  were  very  appreciative  of  our 
help. 

It  was  a  thrill  to  know  we  all  had  a  part 
in  the  renovation  of  this  historic  place. 

Lily  Saunders 
Almond.  Wisconsin 

Ministry  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

We  would  agree  with  Maxie 
Dunman  that,  “there  is  no  need  to  re¬ 
invent  the  wheel..."  when  it  comes  to 
creating  prison  ministries  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  4).  And,  while  we  applaud  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  Charles  Colson’s  well  known 
Prison  Fellowship,  we  would  like  to 
point  out  that  some  United  Methodist’s 
have  had  their  wheels  rolling  for  a  long 
time 

In  Illinois,  the  statewide  Ministry  of 
Criminal  Justice,  a  United  Methodist- 
based,  ecumenical  ministry  to  prisoners 
and  parolees  served  2,985  new  clients 
and  5,143  repeat  clients  in  1984  alone. 


This  was  accomplished  through  the  dedi¬ 
cated  work  of  682  volunteers  donating  a 
staggering  17,511  hours  of  time. 

The  Christian  witness  of  Ministry  of 
Criminal  Justice  has  received  little  pub¬ 
licity  and  is  chronically  low  on  funds. 
But  these  people  have  persevered  more 
than  seven  years  and  their  extraordinary 
work  should  not  be  ignored  or  forgotten 
in  the  light  of  the  new  coalition  between 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  Prison 
Fellowship. 

William  R.  Warner 
Carbondale,  Illinois 

‘Food  for  reflection’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  news  items  in  the  Dec.  21  Report¬ 
er  provide  some  food  for  reflection  on 
values  and  priorities. 

Baltimore:  Denominational  officials 
hope  that  $8  million  can  be  raised  to 
restore  the  Lovely  Lane  Methodist 
Church. 

New  York:  Bishops  returning  from  a 
visit  to  Ethiopia  remind  us  that  26  na¬ 
tions  in  Africa  are  suffering  tragically 
from  hunger.  The  Bishops’  Appeal  is  ask¬ 
ing  for  $2.5  million. 

Martha  McKnight 
Plainfield,  Indiana 


cept  or  refuse  his  model,  but  with  him 
we  have  one. 

Within  the  church  this  question  of  the 
masculine  role  is  reflected  Is  it  possible 
to  exude  masculinity,  adopt  a  stance  at 
variance  with  the  predominant  passive- 
aggressive  mode  and  have  a  vital  place 
in  United  Methodism?  In  our  annual  con¬ 
ference  alone  a  number  of  apt  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  episcopacy  have  been 
discouraged  because  their  sex  and  color 
are  not  acceptable  to  prevailing  groups. 

An  emerging  number  of  men  within 
clergy  ranks  are  integrating  masculinity 
and  ministry  in  ways  that  may  not  co¬ 
alesce  with  current  “establishment” 
agenda.  Young  voters  supported  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  2-to-l,  a  departure  from 
their  forebears  who  cheered  McGovern 
and  McCarthy.  The  spirit  of  adventure  in 
the  young  may  be  touched  by  the  brave 
Gen.  Eisenhower;  the  sporty,  sexy,  prin¬ 
cipled  Kennedy  duo;  and  the  new  John 
Wayne  successor,  Ronald  Reagan. 

Walter  Mondale’s  support  came  from 
what  remains  of  the  liberal  Washington 
establishment.  These  persons  went  to 
Washington  and  never  came  home  and 
lost  touch  with  the  pulse  of  the  American 
people.  Are  there  United  Methodists  who 
went  to  New  York,  became  part  of  what 
is  now  the  “establishment”  within  the 
denomination,  who  never  came  home 
and  who  lost  touch  with  those  in  the  pew 
who  have  requested  an  honest  hearing? 

Young  clergy  study  Wesley 

Younger  clergy  and  seminarians  today 
are  apt  to  be  students  of  Wesley,  choos¬ 
ing  for  themselves  curriculum  centered 
in  Biblical  studies  and  historical  theol¬ 
ogy.  This  Biblical  and  theological  foun¬ 
dation  they  are  building  may  mean  that 
these  newcomers  will  not  permit  the 
now-established  forces  within  the  de¬ 
nomination  to  proceed  unquestioned. 

At  the  last  General  Conference  we 
could  see  the  erosion  of  the  current  es¬ 
tablishment  agenda  for  United  Method¬ 
ism.  Interest  groups  of  questionable 
theological  foundation  were  not  hastily 
embraced.  Delegates  were  not  so  eager 
to  align  indiscriminately  with  opponents 
of  the  United  States. 

Many  of  us  question  the  future  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism,  given  our  declining  mem¬ 
bership  and  vitality  over  the  past 
several  years.  It  may  be  that  just  as  the 
Democrats  have  fallen  as  their  outmod¬ 
ed  ideology  reaches  fewer  and  fewer 
Americans,  we  have  only  one  segment, 
powerful  though  it  is,  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  destined  for  decline.  The  establish¬ 
ment  may  be  declining.  A  new  face  will 
emerge  on  United  Methodism,  akin  to 
that  large  constituency  of  persons  with 
whom  the  current  face  lost  touch. 

What  about  new  face? 

What  will  that  new  face  resemble?  We 
will  see  the  circuit  rider  who  knew  what 
he  was  called  to  do.  The  denomination 
will  make  fewer  alignments  with  fleet¬ 
ing  political  forces  at  home  and  abroad. 
There  will  be  a  clearer  consensus  on  the 
purpose  of  mission  and  greater  account¬ 
ability  to  the  church  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  other 
boards  responsible  for  setting  policy. 
Men  will  be  free  to  integrate  masculinity 
and  ministry. 

It  will  be  more  difficult  in  the  next 
few  decades  for  a  small,  well-organized 
grouping  of  interest  groups  to  hold  the 
denomination  to  its  own  narrowly  de¬ 
fined  ideology.  Among  men  and  women, 
clergy  and  laity  there  will  be  a  growing 
theological  integrity. 

If  indeed  the  establishment  within 
United  Methodism  is  analogous  to  the 
National  Democratic  Party,  and  United 
Methodists  are  comparable  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  people,  our  next  decades  may  be 
filled  with  some  surprises. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Mary  Gay  Morgan,  is  pastor 
of  the  Clearing  UMC  in  Chicago.  Illinois 
(Northern  Illinois  Conference). 


Welcome  to  Desert  Southwest  Conference 
and  new  readers  in  Riverside,  California 


With  this  issue,  1660  United  Methodist 
families  in  Arizona,  southern  Nevada 
and  a  segment  of  southeastern  Califor¬ 
nia  begin  receiving  a  Desert  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  edition  of  this  publi¬ 
cation. 

This  new  edition— which  features  De¬ 
sert  Southwest  Conference  news  on  page 
1,  plus  three  pages  of  general  religious 
news,  features  and  opinion  of  interest  to 
United  Methodists  — brings  to  41  the 
number  of  annual  conferences  that  use 
UMR  as  their  conference  newspaper 

The  newly-organized  Desert  South¬ 
west  Conference  and  California-Pacific 
Conference  were  formerly  combined  as 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference. 
United  Methodists  in  the  California-Pa¬ 
cific  Conference  will  continue  to  receive 
the  Circuit  West  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

Two  congregations  in  the  Desert 
Southwest  Conference  will  receive  UMR 
local  church  editions,  including  750 
member-families  of  the  Grace  UMC  in 
Mesa,  Arizona  and  780  member-families 


of  the  Willowbrook  UMC  in  Sun  City, 
Arizona. 

In  addition,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  this  week  approximately  250 
member-families  of  the  Arlington  UMC 
in  Riverside,  California  (California-Pa¬ 
cific  Conference).  This  is  the  most  recent 
addition  to  18  other  local  church  editions 
and  several  district  editions  of  UMR  in 
the  California-Pacific  Conference.  They 
join  more  than  350  local  churches  across 
the  U.S.  that  publish  special  editions  of 
this  newspaper. 

Each  week,  members  of  these  local 
churches  will  receive  special  editions  of 
UMR  with  their  own  local  church’s  news 
printed  on  the  front  page,  annual  confer¬ 
ence  news  printed  on  the  back  page  and 
general  religious  news  and  opinion  print¬ 
ed  on  four  inside  pages. 

To  our  new  readers,  we  say  "Wel¬ 
come."  To  our  continuing  readers  in  both 
newly-formed  conferences  and  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


Give  up 

something  for  Lent 
and  brighten 
a  stranger’s  life 

Over  the  years  the  tradition  of 
penance  and  fasting  during  Lent 
has  given  way  to  a  celebration  of 
springtime  -  of  new  life. 

How  about  combining  the  old 
with  the  new?  Give  up  something 
for  Lent  and  add  the  money  you 
would  have  spent  to  your  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering. 

Celebrate  new  life  through  the 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  on 
Sunday,  March  17. 
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Two  UM  bishops  arrested 
in  South  African  protest 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON -South  Africa  kept  its 
embassy  here  locked  against  much  of  the 
nation’s  mainline  religious  community  in 
mid-January,  but  the  barrier  didn’t  halt 
the  spreading  of  the  conviction  that 
apartheid  is  an  evil,  unjust  and  dehu¬ 
manizing  system. 

By  the  end  of  the  three  days  of  pro¬ 
tests  on  Jan.  24,  a  half-dozen  bishops,  top 
officials  and  directors  of  denominational 
boards  and  ecumenical  agencies,  the 
dean  and  more  than  50  members  of  a 
seminary  community,  and  a  Jewish  lead¬ 
er  had  been  arrested  and  charged  with 
the  misdemeanor  of  demonstrating  with¬ 
in  500  feet  of  an  embassy. 

Those  booked  and  then  released  by 
District  of  Columbia  police  included  the 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,  both  the  president  and  the 
general  secretary  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  of  Christ,  key  bishops  in 
three  black  Methodist  churches,  and  the 
chief  staff  executives  of  the  United 
Methodist  boards  of  Church  and  Society 
and  of  Global  Ministries. 

These,  other  agency  executives,  and 
pastors  and  laity  in  the  Washington  re¬ 
gion  were  joined  in  police  paddy  wagons, 
and  on  picket  lines,  by  members  of  the 
Maryland  state  legislature,  political  fig¬ 
ures  in  northern  Virginia,  a  large  con¬ 
tingent  of  Roman  Catholics  from 
Baltimore,  and  members  of  the  Balti- 
'  more  city  council,  among  others. 

National  council  coordinates 

Those  who  demonstrated  against  en¬ 
forced  racial  separateness  on  Jan.  22,  23 
and  24  were  to  be  joined  on  Jan.  29  by 
still  others  from  the  nation’s  religious 
community.  The  four  days  of  special  ef¬ 
fort  were  coordinated  by  the  NCCC. 

The  arrest  during  the  first  three  days 


of  almost  75  United  Methodists  brought 
to  about  100  the  number  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody  since  the  demonstrations  began 
here  Nov.  21  and  spread  to  more  than  a 
dozen  other  cities  around  the  nation.  To¬ 
tal  arrests  in  the  massive  effort  have 
passed  the  1,000  mark.  In  all  cases,  so 
far  as  is  known,  the  misdemeanor 
charges  subsequently  have  been  di- 
missed. 

A  number  of  other  United  Methodists 
and  other  church  figures  have  taken  part 
in  protests  in  the  various  cities  across 
the  country. 

On  Jan.  25  more  than  100  directors, 
staff  members  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  National  Division,  and  New 
Orleans  United  Methodists  engaged  in  a 
prayer  vigil  at  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment’s  trade  office  in  New  Orleans. 
Prayers  were  led  by  Bishop  Kenneth  W. 
Hicks,  president  of  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion.  The  division  was  holding  a  four-day 
retreat  there. 

Bishops’  president  arrested 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  North 
Canton,  Ohio,  arrested  on  Jan.  24,  said, 
"It  is  my  privilege  to  be  here  to  repre¬ 
sent  both  by  my  purpose  and  word  our 
strong  support  of  human  rights"  in 
southern  Africa. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  desires 
to  join  with  those  of  all  denominations 
and  faiths”  to  support  "the  people  in 
South  Africa  who  have  been  disenfran¬ 
chised  so  blatantly  by  apartheid,”  said 
Bishop  Thomas.  He  is  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Area  told  reporters  before  his  ar¬ 
rest,  “We  hope  somehow  the  word  of  the 
church  people  ...  will  be  heard  and  felt” 
in  South  Africa. 

"We  hope  another  place  where  the 
word  will  be  heard  is  in  our  own  govern¬ 


ment,”  Bishop  Yeakel  said,  "that  the  ap¬ 
propriate  legislative  measures  can  be 
passed  and  actions  taken  that  will  bring 
legitimate  kinds  of  pressure  on  South  Af¬ 
rica  that  will  bring  about  a  change.  We 
can  make  a  difference  and  so  we  are 
here.” 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Bishop 
Philip  Cousins  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  NCCC,  said  “The  church  can 
no  longer  keep  its  head  in  the  sand  of  do¬ 
nothingness.” 

A  statement  read  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  by  Patricia  Callbeck  Harper  of  Hel¬ 
ena,  Mont.,  called  apartheid  “cruel  and 
sinful”  and  a  denial  of  human  freedom. 

Ms.  Harper,  arrested  on  Jan.  22  along 
with  four  other  Global  Ministries  staff 
and  directors,  is  a  vice  president  of  the 
board’s  Women’s  Division. 

She  and  others  who  spoke  cited  state¬ 
ments  of  the  past  three  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conferences  inveighing 
against  racial  policies  of  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  government.  The  1984  session  of 
United  Methodism’s  top  law-making  as¬ 
sembly  called  apartheid  "legalized  rac¬ 
ism  in  its  crudest  form.” 

Seminarians  voice  'chagrin’ 

A  statement  prepared  by  faculty  and 
students  of  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
here  (see  related  story  below)  voiced 
“chagrin”  that  “persons  anywhere  in  the 
world  should  attempt  to  use  Christianity 
as  a  support  for  racism. 

“We  bear  no  ill-will  toward  those  who 
live  and  work  at  the  South  African  em¬ 
bassy,”  the  seminarians'  statement  said, 
“nor  do  we  think  of  any  of  them  as  being 
worse  sinners  than  any  of  us. 

“But  this  embassy  represents  a  gov¬ 
ernment  whose  policies  toward  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  its  citizens  .  .  .  are  extraordinar¬ 
ily  evil.” 


National  magazine  cites  minister 

California  Superintendent  Conklin  hailed  for  counseling,  leadership 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  DIEGO— The  Rev.  Faith  Conklin 
may  be  among  the  Billy  Grahams  or 
Jerry  Falwells  of  tomorrow,  a  report  in 
U.S.News  and  World  Report  magazine 
indicates. 

The  41-year-old  United  Methodist 
clergywoman  was  featured  in  the  na¬ 
tional  magazine  recently  along  with  five 
other  clergypersons.  The  six  were  identi¬ 
fied  as  "spiritual  pioneers  . . .  defining 
,  the  growing  ministries  of  tomorrow .” 

The  article,  entitled  "New  Shepherds 
to  Lead  Nation’s  Religious  Flocks,”  said 
Dr.  Conklin  is  “showing  what  women  can 
do  when  given  a  chance,  as  one  of  her 
•  denomination’s  few  woman  district  su¬ 
perintendents.” 

The  Reporter,  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view,  asked  Dr.  Conklin  what  it  felt  like 
to  be  singled  out  by  a  national  magazine. 
She  replied,  "It  is  good  to  be  considered 
a  leader,  although  I’ve  never  considered 
myself  like  that. 

“I  was  interviewed  several  hours  for 
the  article,  and  during  that  time  it  sud¬ 
denly  struck  me  that  I  have  an  ordinary 
ministry  and  I  am  an  ordinary  minister. 
I  do  my  job,  which  is  helping  others.” 

Conferencewide  reputation 

By  “just  doing  her  job”  of  supervising 
49  churches  in  the  San  Diego  District  of 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference, 
Dr.  Conklin  has  earned  what  the  maga¬ 
zine  called  a  conferencewide  reputation 
as  a  skilled  counselor  or,  as  the  maga¬ 
zine  describes  her,  “a  pastor  to  pastors." 

In  the  magazine  article  she  described 
her  first  years  as  pastor  of  a  local 
church  that  started  in  1976  as  "years  of 
trial  by  fire”  that  prepared  her  for  coun¬ 
seling. 


Faith  Conklin 

"I  kept  trying,”  she  said.  “Now  when  a 
young  pastor  tells  me,  ‘I  can’t  do  it,’  I 
can  tell  him  with  authority  that  he  can.” 

Dr.  Conklin's  counseling  abilities  came 
in  for  praise  in  the  article  from  the  Rev. 
James  Ledgerwood  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lemon  Grove,  Calif.  "She 
has  the  gift  of  a  woman  that  allows  her 
to  use  a  woman's  gentleness,"  he  said. 

Known  for  what  the  magazine  called 
her  “outstanding  preaching,"  Dr.  Conklin 
has  for  the  past  two  years  been  the  only 
female  Bible  speaker  at  the  annual  re¬ 
treat  of  the  conference’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men. 

One  of  only  21  female  district  superin¬ 
tendents  in  United  Methodism,  Dr.  Conk¬ 
lin  was  appointed  to  her  position  after 


THANK  YOU  UNITED  METHODISTS 

For  your  spontaneous  and  generous 
response  to  famine  and  the  food  crisis 
stalking  26  nations  in  Africa. 


But  the  story  is  not  finished .... 

Remember 

ONE  GREAT  HOUR  TO  SHARE 

Through  Your  Church 

UNITED  METHODIST  COMMITTEE  ON  RELIEF 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


United  Methodist  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  (above)  speaks  at  the  anti-apart¬ 
heid  rally  before  his  arrest.  In  the  photo 
at  right,  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (left)  is 
led  in  handcuffs  by  a  policeman.  He  was 
arrested  on  the  misdemeanor  charge  of 
demonstrating  within  500  feet  of  the  South 
Africa  embassy. 

UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 

The  every  afternoon  picketing  and  ar¬ 
rests  have  become  a  common  drama  on 
busy  Massachusetts  Avenue  here  where 
the  South  African  legation  is  in  the  heart 
of  “embassy  row.” 

At  about  3  p.m.  the  first  pickets  begin 
to  gather  and  march  in  the  block  south  of 
the  embassy.  They  soon  are  joined  by  the 
"messengers”  to  be  arrested  that  day 
and  by  other  demonstrators. 

For  30  to  45  minutes  they  march,  wav¬ 
ing  anti-apartheid  signs  and  chanting 
“No  Business  in  South  Africa  -  We  Mean 
It"  and  "Freedom,  Yes;  Apartheid  No.” 

The  horns  of  a  considerable  number  of 
vehicles  passing  in  the  afternoon  traffic 


are  sounded  in  support  of  the  pickets. 
Sometimes  the  horns  are  accompanied 
by  "thumbs  up”  signals  from  the  drivers 
and  passengers 

After  a  brief  “news  conference,”  the 
“messengers”  to  be  arrested  that  day, 
wearing  blue  or  red  armbands,  are  deliv¬ 
ered  in  vans  to  the  front  of  the  buff 
colored,  stone  buildings  of  the  embassy. 

The  messengers  ring  the  bell  and  ask 
to  see  the  ambassador.  Refused,  they  re¬ 
turn  to  the  sidewalk,  link  arms  and  begin 
to  sing  “We  Shall  Overcome.” 

District  of  Columbia  police  move  in 
from  waiting  paddy  wagons  and  warn 
the  demonstrators  they  are  violating  the 


law  and  are  subject  to  arrest.  When  the 
messengers,  sometimes  numbering  as 
many  as  60  or  70,  refuse  to  leave,  they 
are  taken  into  custody,  plastic  “hand¬ 
cuffs”  affixed  and  are  loaded  into  the 
police  vehicles  for  removal  to  a  district 
station. 

There  they  are  booked,  a  thumbprint 
is  taken,  and  they  then  are  released 
pending  their  court  date.  By  that  date 
the  charges  nearly  always  have  been 
dropped  Those  that  have  not  been 
dismissed  in  advance  are  dismissed  on 
court  day. 

Names  of  those  to  be  arrested  are  sup¬ 
plied  to  the  police  in  advance. 


Abortion  views  displayed 


11  years -in  two  California  local 
churches.  She  is  in  the  second  year  of  her 
six-year  term  on  the  San  Diego  District. 

When  asked  if  she  missed  the  life  of  a 
local  pastor.  Dr.  Conklin  replied,  “Not 
really,  because  being  a  district  superin¬ 
tendent  is  a  lot  like  being  a  local  pastor 
In  both  jobs  you  are  counseling  and  pas- 
toring  a  group  of  people.” 

Selected  from  national  group 

Dr.  Conklin  was  selected  for  the  arti¬ 
cle  through  a  process  that  began  when 
the  magazine  initiated  a  nationwide 
search  for  up-and-coming  religious  lead¬ 
ers.  When  a  writer  from  the  magazine’s 
Los  Angeles  bureau  asked  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Ange¬ 
les  Area  for  a  suggestion,  he  recom¬ 
mended  Dr.  Conklin. 

Information  on  her  and  about  20  other 
religious  leaders  went  into  a  “pool”  at 
the  magazine’s  national  office  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  six  were  singled  out  for  pub¬ 
lication,  author  Joseph  Carey  said.  That 
initial  group  of  20  included  at  least  two 
other  United  Methodists  and  two  other 
women. 

Also  featured  in  the  two-page  article 
are  the  Rev.  Dan  Yeary  of  University 
Baptist  Church  in  Coral  Gables,  Fla.; 
Rabbi  Lawrence  Raphael,  associate 
dean  at  Hebrew  Union  College  in  New 
York;  the  Rev.  Sean  O’Malley,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest  in  Washington,  D  C.;  the 
Rev.  Oris  Walker  of  St.  Matthew’s-St. 
Joseph’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Detroit; 
and  the  Rev  McKinley  Young  of  Bethel 
African  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Carey,  who  wrote  the  article 
based  on  reports  from  fellow  staff  mem¬ 
bers  in  four  other  cities,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  in  the  final  selection,  he  was 
striving  for  a  balance  of  religion,  race 
and  geography  in  addition  to  outstanding 
achievement  by  the  religious  leaders 
chosen. 

The  mother  of  two  pre-teen  daughters, 
Dr.  Conklin  has  been  married  to  John 
Conklin,  an  aerospace  engineer,  for  17 
years.  She  is  a  native  of  Flushing,  N.Y. 
She  participated  in  United  Methodism's 
U.S.-2  young  adult  volunteer  service  pro¬ 
gram  for  two  years  in  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  as  director  of  religion  and  an  in¬ 
structor  at  the  Harwood  Girls  School. 

After  the  two-year  US-2  term  was 
over,  she  stayed  on  in  that  capacity  for 
two  more  years  before  entering  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont.  There 
she  earned  master  of  divinity  and  doctor 
of  ministry  degrees. 

“I  decided  to  go  into  the  ministry  be¬ 
cause  what  I  discovered  and  received 
from  the  church  was  life  changing  and  I 
wanted  to  share  it  with  others,”  she  said. 

“One  thing  that  I  lacked  while  in  semi¬ 
nary  was  female  role  models,”  she  re¬ 
called.  “If  anything,  I  hope  that  the 
article  will  provide  women  with  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  women  can  do  and  dem¬ 
onstrate  that  all  women  are  not  alike.” 

Chuckling  at  the  thought  of  being  iden¬ 
tified  as  one  of  the  Billy  Grahams  or 
Jerry  Falwells  of  tomorrow,  she  paused 
after  a  moment  of  thought  and  said,  “If 
that  means  that  churches  have  a  future 
and  the  ability  to  change  others  for  the 
good,  then  I  celebrate  it.” 

Noting  that  more  women  (three)  are 
becoming  bishops  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Dr.  Conklin  acknowledged 
that  the  episcopacy  is  a  position  every 
preacher  thinks  about. 

“But  as  for  my  future,"  she  said."  I  am 
an  itinerant  preacher,  and  I  will  go 
where  I  am  assigned  " 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 
WASHINGTON— A  new  infusion  of 
people  from  many  different  religious 
faiths  and  denominations  swelled  the 
ranks  of  the  annual  March  For  Life  on 
Jan.  22,  helping  make  it  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  anti-abortion  protests  in  the  nation's 
history. 

Visible  throughout  the  march  were 


signs  that  underscored  the  diverse  na¬ 
ture  of  the  crowd,  some  reading  "Pres¬ 
byterians  Pro-Life,"  "United  Methodists 
For  Life,”  "Lutherans  For  Life,”  and 
"Jews  Against  the  2nd  Holocaust."  In  all, 
the  protesters  numbered  over  71,000  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  official  police  estimate, 
double  the  size  of  last  year’s  protest,  and 
the  largest  in  the  12-year  history  of  the 
march. 


Abortion  rights  backed 
by  religious  coalition 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-A  coalition  of  31 
Protestant  and  Jewish  organizations 
has  called  on  religious  leaders  and  oth¬ 
ers  to  "temper  the  rhetoric"  of  the 
abortion  debate  in  an  effort  to  discour¬ 
age  continued  nationwide  bombings  of 
abortion  clinics. 

Represented  by  the  Religious  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Abortion  Rights,  the  groups  is¬ 
sued  the  appeal  at  a  “speak-out”  held 
in  the  chapel  of  the  United  Methodist 
building  on  Capitol  Hill.  The  building  is 
across  from  the  Supreme  Court,  where 
thousands  of  anti-abortion  demonstra¬ 
tors  gathered  on  the  same  day  for  the 
annual  March  For  Life  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry  above). 

While  the  march  was  held  to  mark 
the  anniversary  of  the  Jan.22,  1973,  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision  which  made 
abortion  legal,  some  of  the  71,000 
marchers  said  they  had  come  also  to 
protest  support  for  abortion  rights  by 
their  religious  denominations.  Some 
Protestant  anti-abortion  protesters  lat¬ 
er  staged  a  demonstration  outside  the 
Methodist  building,  which  houses  the 
Washington  offices  of  various  main¬ 
line  Protestant  denominations. 

In  its  condemnation  of  the  abortion 
clinic  bombings,  the  religious  abortion 


rights  coalition  said  they  "deplore  the 
use  of  fear,  intimidation,  and  harass¬ 
ment  to  influence  public  policy  on  seri¬ 
ous  social  questions." 

The  coalition  called  on  “religious 
leaders  across  this  nation— and  indeed 
all  Americans— to  temper  the  rhetoric 
of  this  debate.  We  also  ask  that  they 
commit  themselves  to  promoting  a  cli¬ 
mate  of  peace  and  harmony  among  all 
people  in  their  communities.  Let  our 
differences  be  settled  by  debate;  our 
disagreements  fought  with  words.” 

Fredrica  Hodges,  executive  director 
of  the  religious  coalition,  said  anti¬ 
abortion  leaders  were  partly  to  blame 
for  recent  bombings  of  abortion  clinics. 
"I  think  it’s  the  rhetoric  of  this  debate 
that  has  sent  people  off  to  clinics  with 
the  intention  of  destroying  property,” 
she  said. 

Among  the  anti-abortion  protesters 
who  showed  up  at  the  Methodist  build¬ 
ing  throughout  the  day  were  represen¬ 
tatives  of  United  Methodists  For  Life. 
Another  group,  United  Church  of  Christ 
Friends  For  Life,  held  its  first  meeting 
here,  and  its  leaders  met  here  with  offi¬ 
cials  of  their  denomination’s  Office  of 
Church  and  Society.  The  United  Church 
of  Christ  is  on  record  as  opposing  at¬ 
tempts  to  legally  restrict  abortion. 


Two  conferences  created 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.— Two  new  United 
Methodist  annual  (regional)  conferences 
were  born  Jan.  18-19  with  pomp  and  cer¬ 
emony. 

At  Central  United  Methodist  Church 
here  the  annual  conference  of  the  Phoe¬ 
nix  episcopal  area  was  convened  for  the 
first  time  by  Bishop  Elias  G.  Galvan. 

Early  in  its  first  plenary  session,  the 
conference  in  Phoenix  was  linked  by 
telephone  hookup  to  the  new  conference 
of  the  Los  Angeles  Area,  meeting  simul¬ 
taneously  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pasadena.  Calif.,  400  miles 
away.  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  presided 
there. 

Each  bishop  greeted  the  conferences, 
members  of  both  bodies  said  a  litany 
together,  and  they  sang  as  one  assembly 
"And  Are  We  Yet  Alive,"  the  traditional 
opening  hymn  for  United  Methodist  con¬ 
ferences.  Then  the  telephone  connection 
was  broken  and  each  group  of  delegates 
set  about  the  business  of  getting  orga¬ 
nized. 

One  of  the  first  items  on  the  agenda 
was  selecting  names  for  the  new  confer¬ 
ences.  In  Phoenix,  three  names  were 
proposed  with  a  fourth  coming  from  a 
delegate  on  the  conference  floor.  The 
possibilities  were  “Grand  Canyon,”  “De¬ 
sert  Southwest,”  "Arizona  Southern  Ne¬ 
vada”  and  "Arivada  Area”  Annual 
Conference. 

The  name  chosen  by  secret  ballot  in 


the  Phoenix  Area  was  the  Desert  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference. 

In  Pasadena,  one  name  was  proposed 
and  adopted.  The  new  conference  in  the 
Los  Angeles  Area  is  the  California-Pa¬ 
cific  Annual  Conference. 

Next  a  form  of  conference  structure 
was  set.  In  Phoenix  debate  centered  on 
the  number  of  districts.  After  nearly  an 
hour  of  discussion,  the  more  than  300 
delegates  voted  to  have  four  districts 
with  approximately  27  churches  in  each. 

The  California-Pacific  Conference 
kept  the  eight  districts  of  the  earlier  con¬ 
ference  but  called  for  a  committee  to 
study  the  conference  structure. 

The  day  ended  in  Phoenix  with  a  ser¬ 
vice  of  celebration  and  baptism.  Bishop 
Galvan  baptized  Sarah  Christine  O’Neal. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev  James  A. 
and  Christine  O’Neal  of  Wilcox,  Ariz., 
and  was  born  during  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  last  July  that  authorized  that 
the  new  annual  conferences  be  created 
primarily  out  of  the  former  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference. 

The  Desert  Southwest  Conference 
failed  to  reach  agreement  on  the  dis¬ 
bursement  of  approximately  $6.5  million 
in  assets  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  Foundation.  A  com¬ 
mittee  from  both  conferences  is  to  re¬ 
view  how  the  assets  may  be  fairly 
distributed.  It  will  report  to  the  next  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  two  conferences  for  action. 


For  perhaps  the  first  time,  the  demon¬ 
stration  projected  a  religiously  diverse 
image  that  contrasted  with  the  early 
days  of  the  march  when  Catholic  school 
children  were  bused  in  from  nearby 
states  to  beef  up  a  then-predominantly 
Catholic  event.  The  march  is  held  each 
year  to  protest  the  Jan.  22,  1973,  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision  legalizing  abortion. 

Appeal  based  on  science 

Yet,  it  was  appeals  based  not  on  reli¬ 
gion  but  on  science  and  technology  that 
set  the  tone  for  the  demonstration. 
Speaking  to  the  crowd  from  a  loudspeak¬ 
er  hook-up  in  the  White  House,  President 
Reagan  called  attention  to  "the  new 
technique  of  real  time  ultrasound"  which 
allows  people  "to  see  with  our  own  eyes 
on  film,  the  abortion  of  a  12- week  old 
unborn  child." 

Mr.  Reagan,  who  told  the  anti-abor¬ 
tion  protesters  that  he  feels  "a  great 
sense  of  solidarity  with  all  of  you,”  also 
predicted  that  a  new  anti-abortion  film, 
“The  Silent  Scream,”  would  have  a  pow¬ 
erful  influence  on  lawmakers  and  others 
who  see  it.  The  film  was  produced  and 
previewed  on  the  day  of  the  march  by 
Dr.  Bernard  Nathanson,  a  former  direc¬ 
tor  of  an  abortion  clinic  who  has  become 
a  right-to-life  activist. 

The  film  is  probably  the  "most  power¬ 
ful  tool  against  abortion,”  said  Dr.  Nath¬ 
anson,  who  often  speaks  before  church 
and  right-to-life  groups.  “I  think  that  sci¬ 
ence  and  technology  are  moving  people  i  to 
oppose  abortion)  much  more  swiftly  than 
religion,”  Dr.  Nathanson  said,  describing 
himself  as  "an  atheist,  pure  and  simple.” 

He  said  anti-abortion  "appeals  based 
on  religion  and  morality”  do  not  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  movement  but  "have  polarized 
the  country  and  haven’t  affected  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  middle.  The  people  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  will  be  affected  by  technology  . 
Technology  is  neutral.  People  believe  in 
science.” 

The  marchers  were  greeted  at  the 
capital’s  Ellipse  by  music  from  a  band 
and  choir  from  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell’s 
Liberty  Baptist  College,  Lynchburg,  Va. 
Giving  an  opening  prayer  was  Rabbi  Ye¬ 
huda  Levin  of  the  Union  of  Orthodox 
Rabbis  of  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Evangelicals  ‘major  part’ 

Nellie  J  Gray,  leader  of  the  March 
For  Life,  said  that  during  the  past  few 
years,  evangelical  Christians  have  be¬ 
come  "a  major  part  of  the  march.”  The 
theme  of  the  march  this  year  was  "No 
Exceptions.  No  Compromise."  Ms.  Gray, 
a  retired  federal  employee  and  lawyer, 
said  the  marchers  were  demanding  a 
Paramount  Human  Life  Amendment 
which  would  ban  abortion  in  all  cases, 
even  when  the  life  of  the  mother  is 
threatened. 

Ms.  Gray  asserted  that  virtually  all  of 
the  marchers  would  agree  with  the  orga¬ 
nizers’  hard-line  stand,  because  “they 
read  our  literature  before  coming  and 
know  what  the  march  stands  for.” 

Women’s  division 
executive  stricken 

NEW  YORK— Theressa  Hoover,  depu¬ 
ty  general  secretary  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  the 
Women’s  Division  here,  suffered  what 
was  believed  to  be  an  aneurysm  of  the 
brain  while  attending  a  meeting  at  Stony 
Point,  N.Y.,  late  Jan. 20. 

She  underwent  surgery  for  nearly  sev¬ 
en  hours  at  a  New  York  hospital. 

On  Sunday,  she  was  reported  in  seri¬ 
ous  condition  in  intensive  care,  but 
"making  excellent  progress." 
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Bishops  play  ‘peace  emissaries’  amidst  power  politics 


(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  second  report  of 
the  Jan.  14-19  visit  to  Nicaragua  by  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’ 
eight-member  delegation  focuses  on  four 
varied  experiences  they  had  in  one  26- 
hour  period  and  the  sometimes  quasi- 
diplomatic  role  in  which  they  found 
themselves.  The  first  report  in  the  Jan. 
25  issue  included  the  full  text  of  the  dele¬ 
gation's  preliminary  recommendations.) 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— A  thousand 
miles  from  their  native  land  on  Jan.  17. 
United  Methodist  Bishop  C.P.  Minnick 
and  U.S.  political  affairs  officer  Mike 
Joyce  stood  face  to  face  in  the  United 
States  embassy  here 

At  that  moment.  Bishop  Minnick  and 
seven  other  members  of  his  Council  of 
Bishops’  delegation  were  in  the  midst  of 
an  emotionally  intense  26  hours  in  which 
they  unwittingly  found  themselves  on  the 
edges  of  international  power  politics. 

The  eight  United  Methodists  had  come 
here  concerned  about,  among  other 
things,  a  U.S.  foreign  policy  that  many 
people  claim  is  supporting  a  reign  of 
terror  and  death  by  guerrillas  over  Nica¬ 
raguan  civilians. 

But  while  the  United  Methodists  were 
trying  to  “be  a  presence"  for  r.on-violent 
solutions,  they  found  themselves  in  a  dip¬ 
lomatic  cross-fire  of  political  decisions 
among  leaders  in  Washington,  the  Vati¬ 
can  and  the  World  Court  in  the  Hague,  as 
well  as  in  Nicaragua. 

And  those  decisions  seemed  only  to 
push  hopes  for  non-violent  solutions  far¬ 
ther  away. 

Such  was  the  case  at  the  U.S.  embassy 
that  Thursday. 
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U.S.  em  bassy 

At  the  embassy,  Bishop  Minnick  and 
Mike  Joyce  made  clear  in  soft-spoken 
speeches  the  great  philosophical  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  regarding  violence  as  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  international  relations. 

Bishop  Minnick  of  the  Raleigh,  N.C., 
Area  and  coordinator  of  the  delegation 
explained  the  delegation's  visit:  “We 
seek  information.  And  we  have  come  be¬ 
cause  the  Council  of  Bishops  in  Novem¬ 
ber  feared  that  the  United  States  was 
preparing  to  invade  Nicaragua. 

“Ours  is  a  mission  of  peace,”  the  bish¬ 
op  said,  and  he  went  on  to  make  clear 
that  the  bishops  oppose  violent  interven¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and 
pthers  into  Nicaraguan  affairs.  He  spoke 
in  favor  of  non-violent  solutions  to  the 
disagreements  between  the  U.S.  and  Nic¬ 
aragua. 

For  nearly  an  hour.  Mr.  Joyce  de¬ 
scribed  the  United  States'  policy  toward 
Nicaragua  and  told  the  bishops’  delega¬ 
tion  that  the  Reagan  administration  re¬ 
gards  past  and  potential  violent  actions 
by  the  U.S.  toward  Nicaragua  as  falling 
within  “traditional  international  prac¬ 
tice.” 

(The  U.S.  government  has  openly  allot¬ 
ted  $80  million  since  1981  to  support  the 
“contras”— they  are  revolutionaries  who 
.oppose  the  Sandinista  Party  leaders  of 
Nicaragua's  government— according  to 
the  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  in  Washington.  Congress  last 
year  turned  down  requests  to  allot  more 
money.) 

Mr.  Joyce  was  speaking  to  the  bishops' 
delegation  as  a  substitute  for  the  U.S. 
-ambassador  who  had  been  scheduled  to 
do  so. 

(The  bishops'  delegation  would  learn 
later  that  U.S.  officials  at  that  time  were 
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Every  year  tens  of  thousands  of 
children  are  abandoned  by  their 
parents.  In  many  cases,  par¬ 
ents  simply  cannot  afford  to  feed, 
clothe  and  shelter  their  children. 


The  Early  Childhood  Develop¬ 
ment  Program  in  Thailand  works 
'  to  assist  such  children. 

You  can  join  in  this  exciting 
-  ministry  today.  Help  a  child  feel 
f  loved  and  wanted! 


Designate  your  contribution  by  in¬ 
cluding  the  project  number  (INK  OR 
'275435-OB).  For  local  church  and 
annual  conference  credit,  send  your 
gilt  through  your  local  church  trea¬ 
surer.  Contributions  will  then  be  for¬ 
warded  to:  Advance  GCFA,  (ieneral 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  Room  1459,  New  York,  NY 
10115. 


During  one  intense  26- 
hour  period  in  Nicara¬ 
gua,  the  United 
Methodist  delegation  un¬ 
wittingly  stayed  on  the 
edge  of  international 
decisionmaking  that 
only  seemed  to  push 
farther  away  the  hope 
for  non-violent  solutions 
to  problems. 


preparing  to  notify  Nicaraguan  leaders 
Thursday  evening  that  the  United  States 
was  breaking  off  talks  between  the  two 
countries  at  Manzanillo,  Mexico.  And 
U.S.  officials  were  preparing  for  the  Fri¬ 
day  announcement  that  the  United 
States  will  not  abide  by  the  ruling  of  the 
international  law  court  at  the  Hague 
against  U.S.  mining  of  Nicaraguan  wa¬ 
ters.) 

Mr.  Joyce  was  asked  during  his  brief¬ 
ing:  “What  is  the  morality  of  the  United 
States  supporting  armed  insurrection 
against  the  Nicaraguans  .  .  .  and  the 
slaughter  of  people  in  this  country?” 

Mr.  Joyce  clasped  his  hands,  paused  as 
he  looked  down  and,  glancing  up  again, 
said:  “I  can't  think  of  any  easy  answer.” 

He  said  most  of  Nicaragua's  political 
problems  historically  have  been  settled 
by  force,  adding:  "Maybe  force  is  the 
only  way  to  pressure  for  change  here." 
He  said  the  United  States  wants  the  Nic¬ 
araguan  government  to  be  less  tied  to 
Communist-ruled  nations  and  to  Marxist 
operating  principles. 

“It’s  unfortunate  that  people  get 
caught  in  the  middle.”  Mr.  Joyce  said. 

Because  of  an  unsettling  experience 
the  night  before,  the  United  Methodists 
knew  that  being  "caught  in  the  middle” 
is  more  than  “unfortunate"— it’s  also 
tragic. 

‘Contra’  victim 

A  light  rain  had  fallen  at  dusk  on 
Wednesday  as  members  of  the  bishops’ 
delegation  walked  down  the  street  of  the 
mountain  city  of  Montagalpa  and  into 
the  courtyard  of  Gladis  Boldt. 

The  activity  of  three  daughters,  a  son 
and  friends  enlivened  the  upper-middle- 
class— but  nevertheless  modest— Nica¬ 
raguan  home. 

The  residuals  of  death  also  remained. 

Last  July  19,  “contras”  ambushed  the 
father  of  this  household  on  his  way  to  one 
of  his  farms.  They  tortured  him  for 
awhile  and  then  killed  him,  Mrs.  Boldt 
..said. 

"I  have  to  be  mother  and  father  and 
run  the  business  now,”  said  the  Roman 
Catholic  woman,  seated  in  a  wicker 
chair  in  her  living  room.  Her  husband 
was  the  owner  of  large  coffee  planta¬ 
tions  and  cattle. 

“When  the  contras’  started  burning 
down  private  farms  and  assassinating 
farmers,  I  worried,"  she  said.  "But  my 
husband  never  thought  he  would  be 
harmed.  He  wasn’t  even  in  politics." 
Presumably  as  a  private  entrepreneur, 
he  would  not  be  the  target  of  “contra” 
guerrillas  who  are  concerned  about  what 
they  see  as  the  Marxist  ideology  and 
practices  of  the  ruling  Sandinista  Party 
leaders. 

Mrs.  Boldt  speculates  that  the  “con¬ 
tras"  are  killing  people  like  her  husband 
because  their  willingness  to  keep  the 
economy  viable  makes  it  more  difficult 
to  overthrow  the  Sandinistas. 

But  she  said  cooperation  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment  does  not  mean  total  agreement. 
“My  father  (also  a  coffee  producer  and  a 
person  who  supported  the  traditional 
Liberal  Party  during  the  fall  election) 
publicly  speaks  against  any  mistakes  of 
the  government,  and  I  do  too,  because 
we  love  our  country." 

But  the  "contra”  radio  station  has 
read  her  father’s  name  on  a  list  of  people 
targeted  for  assassination,  Mrs.  Boldt 
said. 

Bishop  Minnick,  seated  near  Mrs. 
Boldt,  leaned  toward  her  and  spoke  halt¬ 
ingly:  “I  can’t  begin  to  tell  you  of  the 
deep  sense  of  guilt  I  feel  in  your  pres¬ 
ence  because  I’m  aware  of  my  own  gov¬ 
ernment’s  support  for  the  ‘contras.’  I 
intend  to  do  what  I  can  to  try  to  influ¬ 
ence  my  government's  policy.” 

Mrs.  Boldt  responded  as  a  farmer: 
"We  live  for  the  time  we  can  be  in  peace. 
Then  our  production  can  increase.” 

The  bishops'  delegation  members  en¬ 
gaged  in  animated  discussion  as  their 
van  made  the  two-hour,  late-evening 
trek  out  of  the  “contra  "-filled  mountains 
back  to  Managua. 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of  the  Kansas 
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Area  asked  over  and  over  how  there 
could  be  any  sense  in  U.S.  support  for  the 
war  against  civilians  which  the  delega¬ 
tion  had  heard  so  much  about  that 
Wednesday. 

The  delegation  members  had  to  decide 
what  to  do  about  a  weekly  vigil  by  U.S. 
citizens  in  Nicaragua  outside  the  U.S. 
embassy  gate  on  Thursday  morning. 

(The  two  United  Methodist  missionar¬ 
ies  in  Nicaragua  had  helped  start  the 
vigils  more  than  a  year  ago  and  continue 
to  help  lead  them.) 

Some  felt  the  delegation  should  step 
forward  at  the  vigil  in  visible  protest  of 
the  U.S.  government’s  actions. 

But  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  of  the  San 
Antonio  Area  argued  that  the  group 
needed  to  gather  more  information  be¬ 
fore  taking  such  a  public  action  and  thus 
potentially  sacrificing  some  of  its  credi¬ 
bility  as  an  information  gatherer.  The 
group  members  eventually  decided  to  go 
to  the  vigil  with  the  intent  of  being  there 
as  observers  if  possible. 

They  did  just  that  Thursday  morning. 

At  the  vigil,  they  heard  U.S.  policy  to¬ 
ward  Nicaragua  denounced  by  a  diverse 
group  of  more  than  100  U.S.  citizens, 
including  persons  from  religious  and  ag¬ 
riculture  groups  and  some  from  an  orga¬ 
nization  of  former  Peace  Corps 
volunteers.  The  bishops’  delegation  stood 
back  quietly,  carrying  no  placards  and 
not  being  mentioned  by  persons  at  the 
microphone  as  being  present. 

Catholic  bishop 

The  bishops'  group  ran  into  a  very 
different  attitude  about  denouncing  U.S. 
activities  Thursday  afternoon  during  a 
session  with  Roman  Catholic  Bishop 
Pablo  Vega  (after  the  visit  at  the  U.S. 
embassy). 

Bishop  Vega  said  Nicaragua’s  prob¬ 
lems  are  much  more  complicated  than 
just  trying  to  stop  U.S.  support  for  the 
“contras." 

As  president  of  the  10  Nicaraguan 
Catholic  bishops,  he  is  widely  considered 
the  top  religious  leader  in  the  country 
and  also  one  of  the  most  powerful  oppo¬ 
nents  of  the  government’s  Sandinista 
leaders." 

The  United  Methodists  earlier  had 
been  told  that  the  Catholic  hierarchy  had 
yet  to  deliver  a  clear  denunciation  of 
“contra”  violence  against  civilians. 
Leora  Hatch,  a  laywoman  from  Florida 
and  a  representative  from  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
asked  Bishop  Vega  to  make  such  a  de¬ 
nunciation. 

Bishop  Vega  declined.  He  said  no  re¬ 
pression  should  be  singled  out  for  con¬ 
demnation  without  condemning  all 
repression  in  Nicaragua.  He  said  that  is 
why  his  condemnations  include  both  the 
military  repression  by  the  “contras”  and 
what  he  called  the  ideological  repression 
by  the  Sandinistas  and  their  Soviet 
friends. 

He  also  said  that  to  denounce  U.S.  in¬ 
terference  alone  would  be  like  saying  to 
the  Soviet  Union  and  its  allies,  “Keep 
repressing  our  people.” 

He  said  Nicaragua  would  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  off  if  Soviet  citizens  were  as  diligent 
as  U.S.  citizens  in  criticizing  their  gov¬ 
ernment’s  foreign  policy. 

The  bishop  talked  at  length  of  the  need 
for  dialogue  in  all  aspects  of  Nicaraguan 
life  and  the  need  of  the  church  to  be 
involved  in  public  affairs  without  identi¬ 
fying  with  any  party. 

(The  United  Methodists  learned  later 
that  Bishop  Vega  that  afternoon  was  fin¬ 
ishing  work  on  an  ultimatum  presented 
to  four  priests  who  are  Sandinistas  hold¬ 
ing  major  government  jobs.  The  priests 
were  told  to  leave  government  or  give 
up  being  priests.  Another  Catholic  bishop 
told  the  UM  delegation  that  the  Vatican 
had  taken  away  the  right  of  the  local 
bishops  to  grant  exceptions  to  the  priest- 
hood-or-politics  choice.) 

Pres.  Ortega 

On  Thursday  evening  while  preparing 
to  interview  the  “father”  of  the  Sandinis¬ 
ta  economic  system  at  the  home  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionaries  Peggy  and 
Howard  Heiner.  the  bishops'  delegation 
was  interrupted  by  one  of  the  missionar¬ 
ies’  friends  running  through  the  door. 

President  Daniel  Ortega  was  going  to 
drop  by,  Sixto  Ulloa  said.  Mr.  Ulloa  is 
the  director  of  international  relations  for 
the  Protestant  CEPAD  organization  but 
is  giving  up  that  post,  having  just  been 
elected  to  the  national  assembly  on  the 
Sandinista  ticket. 

At  8:15,  the  38-year-old  President  Or¬ 
tega  walked  into  the  house  alone.  Every¬ 
one  stood  in  total  silence  until  he  began 
to  greet  each  person. 

Wearing  crisp  green  military  fatigues 
adorned  with  only  a  single  star  on  each 
shoulder.  Mr.  Ortega  criticized  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  for  not  being  serious  about  con¬ 
ducting  a  dialogue  to  resolve 
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MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  —  A.  U.S. 
citizens’  protest  vigil  outside  the 
gate  of  the  U.S.  embassy  here  took 
on  a  carnival-like  air,  complete  with 
Dixieland  band,  dancers  on  stilts 
and  a  microphone  open  to  all  who 
would  make  a  speech.  The  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  bishops’ 
delegation  chose  to  be  there  as 
observers,  although  they  were  much 
more  like  participants  in  other 
settings  (see  related  story). 

disagreements. 

He  also  spoke  pessimistically  about 
the  future  of  peacemaking  talks  with  the 
leader  of  Nicaragua’s  Miskito  Indian  re¬ 
bels. 

“We  consider  your  visit  very  valu¬ 
able,”  the  president  told  the  bishops’  del¬ 
egation. 

“North  Americans  are  a  religious  peo¬ 
ple.  If  they  really  knew,  they  would  have 
condemned  the  atrocities  by  the  ‘contras’ 
against  civilians  and  children." 

He  said  he  regards  religious  groups 
which  visit  Nicaragua  as  representing 
one  of  the  main  hopes  of  the  Nicaraguan 
people  because  U.S.  pastors  can  stir  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  against  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration’s  new  attempt  to  resume  direct 
funding  of  the  “contras." 

(President  Reagan’s  proposal  for  re¬ 
newed  aid  is  expected  to  be  a  topic  of 
congressional  discussion  in  early  March. 
However,  the  chairman  of  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee,  Sen.  Rich¬ 
ard  Lugar,  R-Ind.,  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  said  last  week  Mr.  Reagan 
should  give  up  trying  to  renew  aid  to 
“contras.”) 

“It  is  very  important  to  pressure  U.S. 
congressmen  to  vote  against  the  ‘contra’ 
aid,”  Mr.  Ortega  said. 

After  a  45-minute  speech,  Mr.  Ortega 
answered  questions  for  five  minutes. 
Then  Mr.  Ulloa  interrupted,  suggesting 
the  bishops  might  want  to  have  some 
pictures  taken  with  the  president.  After 
15  minutes  for  photos,  President  Ortega 
walked  out,  climbed  behind  the  wheel  of 
his  jeep  and  drove  away,  surrounded  by 
other  well-armed  vehicles.  The  question 
period  had  not  included  any  inquiries 
pursuing  Catholic  Bishop  Vega’s  concern 
about  reported  links  of  the  president’s 
Sandinista  party  with  Marxism  or  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Upon  their  return  to  the  United  States, 
the  United  Methodist  bishops  made  a 
public  announcement  protesting  "any 
U.S.  support  of  contra’  activity.” 

Asked  if  the  bishops  might  be  vulnera¬ 
ble  to  charges  of  having  been  used  by 
President  Ortega  to  achieve  Nicaragua's 
foreign  policy  goals,  Bishop  Minnick  re¬ 
plied: 

"Daniel  Ortega  didn’t  make  up  my 
mind.  Our  recommendations  were  the 
result  of  the  total  sweep  of  what  we  saw 
and  heard.  I  know  I  went  to  Nicaragua 
with  an  open  mind  not  feeling  I  needed 
to  prove  anything.” 

The  recommendations  made  by  the 
bishops  are  based  on  Christian  criteria 
and  the  bishops'  own  Christian  convic¬ 
tions,  Bishop  Minnick  said. 

The  bishops  said  they  expect  soon  to 
release  their  findings  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  concerning  religious  liberty  and  hu¬ 
man  rights  questions  in  Nicaragua. 


the  church  today 


New  York  City,  8  p. 
day.  February  17,  1985  “A 
CHURCH  IS  BORN”  Broad- 
way-style  musical.  Story  of  the  1784  Christmas  Con¬ 
ference.  12  Broadway  singers.  "SWEET  SINGER” 
Hymns  of  Charles  Wesley.  A  dramatic  musical  mono¬ 
logue  Baritone  Steven  Kimbrough  Produced  by  Dr 
Warren  L.  Danskin,  Bicentennial  Drama  Task  Force. 
N.Y  Annual  Conference.  Tickets  $20,  $15,  $10.  Box  Of- 
fice  1212)  247-7800,  Info.  (212)  2694014 


Noted  ethicist  named 
to  new  SMU  position 

DALLAS— William  F.  May,  regarded 
as  one  of  the  nation’s  most  distinguished 
ethicists,  has  been  appointed  to  the  new¬ 
ly-endowed  Cary  M.  Maguire  Universi¬ 
ty  Professorship  in  Ethics  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

Dr.  May  is  Joseph  P.  Kennedy  Sr.  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Christian  Ethics  at  Georgetown 
University’s  Kennedy  Institute  of  Ethics. 
He  will  assume  his  responsibilites  at 
SMU  this  fall. 

Dr.  May,  an  ordained  Presbyterian 
minister,  has  written  and  lectured  exten¬ 
sively  on  religion,  politics,  business  eth¬ 
ics  and  medical  and  biomedical  ethics. 


His  latest  book  is  "The  Physician’s  Cove¬ 
nant:  Images  of  the  Healer  in  Medical 
Ethics.” 

Northeastern  UMs  plan 
urban  renewal  emphasis 

PHILADELPHIA— “Revitalizing  City 
Congregations"  is  the  theme  of  a  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  United  Methodist 
urban  training  event  here  April  24-26. 

The  program  will  feature  lectures, 
workshops  and  visits  to  effective  urban 
ministries  in  the  Philadelphia  area  in¬ 
cluding  churches  in  transition,  congrega¬ 
tions  experiencing  redevelopment,  new 
congregations,  shared  facilities,  cooper¬ 
ative  parishes  and  ethnic  minority 
churches. 
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Sociologists  study  clergy  couples 

Mr.,  Mrs.  Minister  mixes  found  satis  fying,  well-adjusted 


By  CECILE  HOLMES  WHITE 
Special  to  Religious  News  Service 
GREENSBORO,  N.C.  —  Not  too  long 
ago,  the  woman  who  married  a  minister 
might  as  well  have  married  his  church 
at  the  same  time. 

Where  he  moved,  she  moved.  Where  he 
worshipped,  she  worshipped.  What  his 
congregation  needed,  he  did.  So  she  did 
it,  too. 

As  times  change,  so  do  the  career  pat¬ 
terns  of  the  ordained  ministry.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  ministers’  wives  still  have 
traditional  roles,  but  there  also  are  a  few 
ministers’  husbands  smiling  discreetly 
from  the  pews  when  their  wives  preach 
especially  fine  sermons. 

Also  entering  the  picture  are  clergy 
couples,  in  which  one  minister  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  another.  Two  sociologists  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Greens¬ 
boro  have  studied  those  couples. 

Building  partly  on  earlier  research  on 
marriages  in  which  both  partners  work, 
sociologists  E.  M.  “Bud”  Railings  and 
David  J.  Pratto  have  written  a  book  that 
is  among  the  first  of  its  kind.  In  fact,  the 
dearth  of  information  on  how  ministers 
married  to  other  ministers  manage 
home  and  work  was  one  reason  they  de¬ 
cided  to  write  ‘“Two-Clergy  Marriages: 
A  Special  Case  of  Dual  Careers”  (Uni¬ 
versity  Press  of  America,  109  pages). 


The  sociologists  found  clergy  couples, 
on  the  whole,  to  be  well-adjusted,  happy 
people  with  few  complaints.  Some  cou¬ 
ples  living  in  rural  areas  missed  the  cul¬ 
tural  events  and  other  amenities  offered 
by  city  life.  Some  had  to  drive  long  dis¬ 
tances  to  take  necessary  courses  for 
graduate  degrees. 

‘Fishbowl'  is  worrisome 

And  some  worried  about  the  “fishbowl 
aspect”  of  their  day-to-day  lives.  Like 
their  more  traditional  predecessors,  the 
couples  found  that  their  lives  and  their 
families  often  come  under  close  scrutiny 
by  members  of  the  churches  they  serve. 

They  also  face  demands  on  their  time 
that  are  sometimes  insurmountable.  As 
one  husband  said:  “It  is  a  24-hour  job. 
With  clergy  couples,  there  is  a  tremen¬ 
dous  time  demand  placed  upon  each  by 
their  respective  communities.  Conceiv¬ 
ably,  the  couple’s  marriage  could  col¬ 
lapse  because  these  time  demands  kept 
them  from  nurturing  their  marriage.” 

Unlike  some  other  professional  cou¬ 
ples,  however,  there’s  a  back-up  player 
to  keep  the  team  going  if  one  partner  gets 
sick.  One  wife  told  of  the  time  her  husband 
preached  for  her  when  she  was  ill. 

“Also,  he  has  made  pastoral  calls  for 
me,  just  as  I  have  for  him,”  she  said. 
“We  know  about  each  other’s  parishion¬ 


ers,  and  it’s  so  much  better  than  having 
to  call  on  a  stranger  and  try  to  explain 
the  situation.” 

Only  in  rare  instances  did  the  couples 
serve  as  co-pastors  of  the  same  church. 
In  fact,  the  study  found,  managing  to 
find  two  fulfilling  jobs  in  the  same  geo¬ 
graphic  area  posed  a  major  problem  for 
some  couples. 

And  some  had  to  wrestle  with  denomi¬ 
national  leaders  opposed  to  ordained 
women  ministers. 

What  intrigued  Mr.  Railings  were  the 
challenges  faced  by  people  committed  to 
two  lifelong  covenants:  a  marriage  and 
the  ministry. 

With  that  in  mind,  he  wrote  to  major 
Protestant  denominations,  but  found 
that  even  they  had  only  limited  data  on 
clergy  couples.  He  eventually  identified 
enough  couples  to  interview  50  from  10 
denominations.  The  interviewees  lived  in 
southeastern  states  stretching  from 
Maryland  to  Georgia.  Most  were  Presby¬ 
terians  or  United  Methodists. 

Trend  developing 

The  pair  found  the  two-clergy  mar¬ 
riage  to  be  a  trend  that  has  developed  in 
the  past  five  to  10  years.  Although  the 
marriages  may  not  be  “the  wave  of  the 
future,”  the  authors  said,  the  couples  are 
living  satisfying  lives  grounded  in  bibli¬ 


cal  principles. 

Couples  interviewed  remain  anony¬ 
mous,  in  part  because  the  interviews  in¬ 
cluded  discussion  of  career  prospects 
and  how  powerful  church  officials  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  special  needs  of  ministers 
married  to  other  ministers. 

Mr.  Railings  and  Mr.  Pratto  found 
that  clergy  couples  are: 

—  Young  people.  Most  were  bom  in 
the  early  1950s  or  later. 

—  Well-educated.  Most  were  bora  into 
upper-middle-class  families  living  in  cit¬ 
ies. 

—  Serving  rural  churches.  Despite 
their  urban  backgrounds,  most  of  the 
couples  were  ministers  at  small  churches, 
and  many  had  duties  at  more  than  one 
church. 

—  Child-oriented.  Children  and  the 
shared  responsibility  of  bringing  them 
up  was  important  in  the  lives  of  most. 
Only  two  couples  did  not  plan  to  have 
children. 

—  Egalitarian.  Most  emphasized  shar¬ 
ing  household  and  family  duties  and  con¬ 
sidered  the  needs  of  their  spouses  when 
making  an  individual  decision. 

Despite  their  progressive  outlook,  the 
couples  saw  themselves  not  as  crusaders 
but  as  pioneers  in  an  experiment  in  a 
different  way  of  being  married. 


Hoosier  capital  bids  to  build  Protestant  mecca 


By  LANI  L.  J.  OLSON 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 
INDIANAPOLIS  —  Four  Protestant 
denominations  have  been  invited  to  join 
a  fifth  in  building  headquarters  here, 
creating  what  this  city  hopes  will  be  the 
Protestant  center  of  the  United  States. 


The  Episcopal  Church,  the  merging 
Lutherans,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
along  with  the  long-resident  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  have  all 
been  approached  by  citizen-government 
coalitions  about  erecting  national  offices 


in  the  center  of  the  nation’s  13th  largest 
city. 

No  formal  financial  proposals  have 
been  made,  but  the  Lilly  Endowment 
and  private  citizens  here  have  amassed 
a  substantial  dollar  pool,  which  inside 
sources  put  at  $50  million,  in  order  to 


entice  the  church  offices. 

“We  see  this  as  an  opportunity  to 
serve  American  institutions  of  enormous 
importance,  as  well  as  to  enrich  the  life 
of  our  city,”  said  Robert  Lynn,  Lilly  En¬ 
dowment  senior  vice-president.  The  en¬ 
dowment,  headquartered  here,  makes 
some  of  the  nation’s  largest  grants  to 
religious  groups. 

Indianapolis  Mayor  William  Hudnut 
III  said  the  churches  might  want  to  build 
in  a  downtown  campus-type  arrange¬ 
ment.  “Why  not  go  ecumenical  and  fos¬ 
ter  development  of  a  shared  life?”  asked 
Mayor  Hudnut,  a  Presbyterian  minister. 

All  five  churches  have  expressed  in¬ 
terest  in  moving  their  offices.  The  Lu¬ 
therans  and  the  Presbyterians  wish  to 
relocate  as  a  result  of  decisions  by  each 
to  merge.  They  are  slated  to  vote  on  new 
sites  this  spring  and  in  1987,  respective¬ 
ly. 


YEAH,  HE  KEPT  SHOWING 
OP  FOR  HOWE  VISITS 
DORlNfa-  THE  FINAL 
QOA RTE-R  OF 
BASKETBALL  GrAME-S. 


Two  authors  affirm  God’s  love  for  humans 


Faith  That  Makes  A  Difference,  by  John 
[  W.  Bachman.  Minneapolis:  Augsburg 
Publishing  House,  1983. 

The  Joy  of  Understanding  Your  Faith,  by 
Cecil  G.  Osborne.  Nashville:  Abing¬ 
don  Press,  1983. 

By  CAROLE  C.  DEILY 

Perhaps  there  could  be  as  many  books 
written  about  understanding  one’s  faith 
as  there  are  believers  in  the  world.  Each 
person's  faith  is  a  little  different  from 
every  other  person’s.  Sometimes  the  dif¬ 
ferences  are  great,  other  times  they  are 
minimal,  perhaps  different  only  in  em¬ 
phasis. 

To  further  complicate  matters,  each 
person’s  faith  is  in  a  constant  state  of 
growth  and  change,  with  new  truths  be¬ 
ing  revealed  often. 

Reading  a  thoughtful  Christian  au¬ 
thor’s  statement  about  his  faith  can  be 
helpful  to  each  of  us  in  questioning,  com¬ 
paring,  clarifying,  and  expanding  our 
own  faith. 

John  R.  Bachman  wrote  his  book  be¬ 
cause  “the  complexity  of  modern  life 
and  the  abundance  of  contradictory  ad¬ 
vice  is  discouraging."  He  thinks  Chris¬ 
tians  wonder,  “In  dealing  with  personal 
and  social  issues,  which  of  the  many  op¬ 
tions  is  the  way  of  the  faithful?”  His 
emphasis  is  on  relating  our  faith  to  20th 
Century  fears,  hopes,  problems,  and  pos¬ 


sibilities. 

He  believes  that  although  today  the 
Christian  faith  takes  different  forms 
with  different  people,  it  should  always 
embody  a  sustained,  energetic  pattern  of 
faith  in  action.  The  believers  will  be  at 
work,  and  the  source  of  our  power  will 
be  God  working  through  us.  We  will  find 
our  liberty  in  the  concept  of  responsible 
freedom  in  which  we  choose  obedience  to 
God’s  law. 

In  attempting  to  make  decisions  that 
follow  Christian  principles,  the  author 
recommends  that  we  make  a  sincere  at¬ 
tempt  to  discover  God’s  will  and  act 
upon  our  decision.  After  making  a 
choice,  we  can  only  turn  the  results  over 
to  God,  remembering  his  power,  our 
faithfulness,  and  our  belief  that  as  Chris¬ 
tians  we  are  citizens  of  a  larger  king¬ 
dom. 

John  Bachman  recommends  that  we 
be  "a  stirred-up  church,”  energized  in 
caring  for  others,  hopeful,  and  confident. 
We  should  take  an  active  role  in  stew¬ 
ardship,  or  partnership  with  God,  in  the 
distribution  of  his  gifts  —  money  and  the 
world’s  resources.  We  should  work 
against  waste  and  world  hunger,  renew 
ourselves  regularly  through  Word  and 
sacrament,  and  work  for  a  personal  and 
trusting  relationship  with  God. 


Disciples  going  to  Iowa 
for  next  biennial  session 


From  Disciples  News  Service 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa  -  The  1.1  mil¬ 
lion-member  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ)  will  assemble  for  the  121st 
time  as  a  church  body  this  summer  in  a 
city  where  Disciples  have  gone  when 
they  had  important  decisions  to  make. 

Some  9,000  Disciples  are  expected  at 
the  biennial  General  Assembly  in  Veter¬ 
ans  Memorial  Auditorium  here  Aug.  2-7. 

Among  the  important  decisions: 

—  choice  of  a  new  general  minister 
and  president,  a  chief  executive  with  lit¬ 
tle  power  but  enormous  influence. 

—  Next  steps  in  relationships  with  the 
1.7  million-member  United  Church  of 
Christ,  a  denomination  with  which  Disci¬ 
ples  have  been  in  unity  discussions. 

—  The  ministries  Disciples  will  con¬ 
tinue  or  initiate  to  help  deal  with  famine 
in  Africa  and  other  world  crises. 

—  The  approach  the  church  will  take 
to  get  a  10-congregation-a-year  growth 
program  into  gear  and  to  better  identify 
itself  among  the  public. 

It  will  be  only  the  fifth  time  Disciples 
have  met  in  Des  Moines  since  they  began 
assembling  on  a  national  or  internation¬ 
al  basis  in  1849.  The  other  gatherings 
also  were  marked  by  important  deci¬ 
sions. 

In  1890  the  Disciples  assembled  in  Des 
Moines  and  rekindled  a  passion  for 
Christian  unity  which  had  marked  the 
church’s  origins.  The  movement  began 
on  the  American  frontier  as  an  anti-doc¬ 
trinal  body  open  to  wide  Christian  diver- 


Cecil  G.  Osborne  wrote  his  book  on 
faith  in  an  attempt  to  help  Christians 
who  were  frustrated,  alienated  from 
God,  and  full  of  doubts,  fears,  and  anxi¬ 
eties.  He  tries  to  answer  the  questions  he 
has  been  most  frequently  asked: 

Why  do  the  righteous  suffer?  How  can 
I  find  the  will  of  God  for  my  life?  Why 
are  prayers  unanswered?  Is  the  Bible 
really  the  inspired  word  of  God?  Are 
heaven  and  hell  realities?  Why  can’t  the 
church  meet  more  of  my  personal 
needs? 

The  author  has  worked  extensively  in 
counseling  and  has  met  many  troubled 
people.  In  talking  about  these  cases  he 
analyses  many  of  them  according  to 
principles  of  psychology.  He  also  tells 
many  inspiring  stories  of  people  who 
overcame  great  odds  and  got  their  lives 
back  on  the  right  track. 

Dr.  Osborne  devotes  a  chapter  to  each 
doubt  he  has  found  to  be  a  problem  for 
people.  He  gives  assurance  of  God’s 
guidance,  compassion,  and  unconditional 
love  which  is  stronger  than  any  of  our 
problems.  A  patient  and  reassuring  writ¬ 
er,  he  meets  people  where  they  are  and 
seeks  to  enable  readers  who  need  reas¬ 
surance. 

These  two  books  are  quite  different. 
Each  writer  covers  different  questions 
that  might  preoccupy  Christians.  Both 
affirm  God’s  love  for  us  and  give  us  an 
opportunity  to  reflect  upon  it  and  put  it 
to  work  in  our  lives. 

Ms.  Deily  is  a  frequent  reviewer  for 
the  Reporter  and  lives  in  Plano,  Texas. 


High  New  York  City  prices  are  mak¬ 
ing  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
Episcopal  Church  reconsider  their  loca¬ 
tions;  the  latter  will  discuss  the  matter 
at  its  September  General  Assembly. 

For  the  90  year  Indianapolis  residence 
of  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  aging  facilities 
prompt  their  relocation  from  the  city’s 
East  Side.  According  to  General  Minis¬ 
ter  and  President  Kenenth  Teegarden, 
the  downtown  area  is  a  primary  choice. 

“We  hope  to  make  a  witness  to  reli¬ 
gious  faith  by  having  headquarters  with 
a  unique  architectural  style  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  a  major  city,”  Dr.  Teegarden  said. 

“The  city  has  been  good  to  us,”  Dr. 
Teegarden  emphasized.  “The  presence  of 
several  foundations  in  the  city  commit¬ 
ted  to  enhancing  human  values  is  also  a 
distinct  attraction.” 

The  country’s  most  central  location 
and  lowest  costs  of  living  should  also  be 
attractive  to  the  denominations,  said 
Mayor  Hudnut,  a  former  president  of  the 
National  League  of  Cities. 

Ranked  the  most  accessible  of  the  top 
100  U.S.  cities,  Indianapolis  is  a  day’s 
drive  from  half  the  U.S.  population, 
Mayor  Hudnut  explained. 

A  1984  survey  of  chambers  of  com¬ 
merce  revealed  the  city  to  have  among 
the  lowest  cost  meals  and  lodging,  labor 
and  taxes. 

The  parklike  Indianapolis  downtown 
was  laid  out  by  Alexander  Ralston,  who 
also  helped  plan  Washington,  D.C.  A  re¬ 
cent  $750-million  boom 'in  construction 
includes  the  250-acre  White  River  Park, 
the  63,000-seat  Hoosier  Dome,  and  reno¬ 
vation  of  the  Indianapolis  Symphony  Or¬ 
chestra  Concert  Hall. 


sity  and  abhorring  denominationalism. 

In  1916  in  Des  Moines  Disciples  adopt¬ 
ed  their  first  formal  national  structure. 
Here  in  1934  they  organized  a  common 
fundraising  arm  for  disparate  agencies, 
as  well  as  a  lasting  peace  organization. 
In  1956  they  applauded  the  emerging 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  made  union 
overtures  toward  it. 

The  city  of  Des  Moines  is  attractive  to 
Disciples  of  Christ  for  a  number  of  rea¬ 
sons.  It  sits  at  the  apex  of  an  eight-state 
arc  running  from  Ohio  to  Texas  which 
represents  the  church’s  numerical 
strength. 

Drake  University  was  founded  by  Dis¬ 
ciples  in  1881.  The  university  is  making 
1,000  rooms  available  to  supplement 
downtown  hotels  during  the  assembly. 

The  presiding  officer  at  the  General 
Assembly  will  be  the  Rev.  William  E. 
Tucker  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  chancellor 
of  Texas  Christian  University,  an  institu¬ 
tion  related  to  the  church. 

The  General  Assembly  will  select  the 
successor  to  the  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Teegar¬ 
den,  general  minister  and  president  who 
has  served  in  the  post  12  years.  He 
helped  orchestrate  a  major  restructur¬ 
ing  of  the  church  that  brought  the  repre¬ 
sentative  General  Assembly  into  being . 

In  terms  of  relationships  with  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  the  Disciples 
will  vote  on  whether  to  expand  involve¬ 
ments  with  the  other  body  in  joint  mis¬ 
sion,  theological  studies  and  common 
worship. 


History  of  Hymns 

Wesley  displayed  interest 
in  unusual  Scriptures 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Christ,  whose  glory  fills  the  skies, 
Christ,  the  true,  the  only  light, 

Sun  of  Righteousness,  arise, 

Triumph  o’er  the  shades  of  night; 
Dayspring  from  on  high,  be  near; 
Daystar,  in  my  heart  appear. 

Charles  Wesley,  who  wrote  this  hymn 
in  1740,  uses  three  unusual  words  in  the 
initial  stanza  that  seemed  to  have  great 
interest  to  him.  All  three  words  are 
found  in  Scripture  and  are  used  here  as 
names  for  Christ. 

“Sun  of  Righteousness”  occurs  once  in 
Scripture  and  is  found  in  Malachi  4:2, 
"But  unto  you  that  fear  my  name  shall 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness  arise  with  heal¬ 
ing  in  his  wings."  The  prophet  Malachi 
concludes  his  final  chapter  boldly  speak¬ 
ing  of  the  promised  Messiah  yet  to  come. 

The  second  word,  "dayspring,”  is  in 
Luke  1:78,  “Whereby  the  dayspring  from 
on  high  hath  visited  us,  to  give  light  to 
them  that  sit  in  darkness  and  in  the  shad¬ 
ow  of  death,  to  guide  our  feet  into  the 
way  of  peace.”  This  is  the  "Benedictus,” 
from  the  song  of  Zacharias  and  “Day¬ 


spring”  refers  to  the  Messiah. 

The  third  word,  “daystar,”  is  from  2 
Peter  1:19,  “We  have  a  more  sure  word 
of  prophecy;  whereunto  ye  do  well  that 
ye  take  heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  shineth 
in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  dawn,  and 
the  daystar  arise  in  your  hearts." 

Wesley  takes  these  three  words  and 
weaves  them  into  the  fabric  of  a  hymn  of 
great  adoration  of  Christ  and  also  a 
prayer  for  spiritual  fulfilling.  The  hymn 
reflects  full  awareness  of  what  Christ 
can  mean  to  one’s  inner  life. 

In  her  novel  “Adam  Bede,”  published 
in  1859,  George  Eliot,  famous  English 
writer  who  concealed  her  own  name 
Mary  Ann  Evans  with  a  masculine 
pseudonym,  mentions  Wesley’s  hymn. 
She  describes  Seth  Bede,  the  village 
Methodist,  as  driving  away  all  his  griefs 
and  worries  as  he  walked  across  the 
lonely  Derbyshire  moors  on  a  bright  Sun¬ 
day  morning  singing  "Christ,  Whose  Glo¬ 
ry  Fills  the  Skies.” 

Sing  it  with  great  joy! 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Draw  Thou  My  Soul,  O  Christ " 


College  students  help  in  Honduras 
HONDURAS  —  While  most  college  students  were  gearing  up  for  their 
second  semester,  50  students  from  Wheaton  College  in  Illinois  were  finishing 
an  extended  Christmas  vacation  trip  to  Honduras,  where  they  built  a  medi¬ 
cal  clinic,  constructed  a  water  system  and  finished  a  water-holding  tank. 
The  journey  to  Honduras  is  an  annual  project  for  the  students  from  the 
college.  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Dear  Deborah 

Columnist  finds  reader 
disputing  her  counseling 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  sorry,  but  I  think  your  answer  to 
“One  of  the  Flock”  siding  with  a  weak 
district  superintendent,  “that  a  church 
must  keep  a  poor  minister  until  he  re¬ 
tires”  is  a  very  poor  one. 

Too  many  times  have  I  seen  this  hap¬ 
pen  and  the  church  closes  its  doors  or  is 
weakened  for  years  to  come. 

Graduating  from  a  school  of  theology 
is  not  enough  reason  for  a  person  to  be 
given  the  responsibility  of  serving  a 
church.  Furthermore,  the  powers  that  be 
have  many  times  permitted  a  weak  min¬ 
ister  to  continue  year  after  year  in  spite 
of  poor  performance  and  a  demonstrat¬ 
ed  lack  of  leadership.  A  clerical  collar  is 
not  enough  qualification  to  assume  a 
person  can  minister  to  the  needs  of  a 
church. 

Your  response  to  “work  and  pray  with 
diligence”  is  putting  your  head  in  the 
sand.  The  difference  between  a  success¬ 
ful  church  and  a  struggling  church  is 
“LEADERSHIP"  and/or  “LACK  OF  IT.” 
It  is  too  late  for  prayer  after  the  Super¬ 
intendent  has  placed  the  wrong  minister 
in  a  church  with  special  needs.  It  would 
be  far  better  to  make  no  assignment, 
than  to  place  an  unqualified  minister. 

You  are  asking  a  group  of  people  who 
need  help  to  wait  two  years,  during 
which  time  they  could  lose  enough  of 
their  members  so  that  they  would  never 
need  a  minister. 

Any  movement  is  only  as  strong  as  its 
leadership,  and  we  have  too  many  well- 
meaning  persons  without  natural  leader¬ 
ship  being  given  positions  of  leadership. 
It  is  time  to  set  stricter  requirements  for 
the  ministry. 

J.H.G. 

Dear  J.H.G.: 

You  do  not  say  whether  you  are  a 
Methodist.  My  response  took  into 
account  that  this  church  was  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  and  when  a  superin¬ 
tendent  (and  the  cabinet  which 
consists  of  the  district  superinten¬ 


dents  of  a  conference  under  the 
leadership  of  the  bishop )  make  an 
appointment,  it  sticks. 

A  church  can  make  its  case  be¬ 
fore  the  fact,  and  sometimes  contin¬ 
ue  to  do  so  after  the  fact,  but  th£ 
power  of  appointment  rests  in  the 
bishop  and  his/her  cabinet.  So  my 
response  was  why  waste  time,  ener¬ 
gy  and  the  health  of  the  church  peo¬ 
ple  fighting  a  lost  war?  Do  the 
positive  things. 

You  are  absolutely  right  that 
there  are  too  many  mediocre  and 
even  poor  ministers.  (I  remind  my¬ 
self  as  a  lay  person  that  there  are 
far  too  many  mediocre  and  poor 
lay- people  as  well l)  The  question  of 
how  to  weed  them  out  is  a  constant 
concern  in  all  denominations,  even 
the  ones  where  individual  churches 
“ try  out ”  ministers. 

One  answer  is,  of  course,  better 
theological  training.  Another  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  careful  screening  by  per¬ 
sons  who  are  qualified  by 
experience  and  commitment  to  do 
so.  Once  in  a  church  the  ’fruit”  will 
bear  out  whether  the  right  choice 
has  been  made.  Any  system  of 
“ grading ”  ministers  who  are  profes¬ 
sionals  in  their  field  as  are  doctors, 
etc.,  tends  to  be  pernicious  and  de¬ 
grading.  What  ministers  need  most 
is  loving  reliable  support.  Many 
have  blossomed  under  this  kind  of 
environment. 

I  will  be  happy  to  hear  from  you 
further  on  this  subject  —  one  which 
concerns  us  all. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  ip 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Makp 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  colump 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,”  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Jim  Bakker  constructing 
Jesus  bait’ luxury  hotel 


From  Religious  News  Service 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  —  The  president 
of  the  religious  PTL  Television  Network 
based  here  said  his  organization  is  build¬ 
ing  a  multi-million-dollar  luxury  hotel  so 
Christians  can  have  first  class  accom¬ 
modations  when  they  vacation. 

The  hotel  and  other  facilities  are  being 
developed  at  the  new  Heritage  USA 
complex  just  over  the  South  Carolina 
line  south  of  here.  Evangelist  Jim 
Bakker,  president  of  PTL,  said  the  com¬ 
plex  is  necessary  because  existing  reli¬ 
gious  retreats  prepared  for  them  are 
rundown,  “tacky  and  falling  apart.” 

He  said  people  no  longer  are  interest¬ 
ed  in  going  to  such  places,  “so  I  can’t 
give  God  junk.”  He  recently  unveiled  the 
first  section  of  the  new  Heritage  Grand 
Hotel  and  said  he  is  building  the  Partner 
Center,  including  the  hotel,  a  25-store 
enclosed  mall,  a  650-seat  cafeteria,  and 
a  conference  center,  because  these  are 
what  ministry  needs  to  have  to  attract 
followers  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  21st  cen¬ 
tury  approaches. 

He  said  he  hopes  the  new  complex,  on 
which  $37  million  already  has  been 
spent,  will  convince  more  people  to  fol¬ 
low  Jesus  Christ. 

“That’s  why  you  don’t  see  junk  in  this 
hotel,”  he  said.  “I  won’t  do  it.” 

The  ministry,  he  said,  must  be  willing 
to  spend  a  lot  of  money  if  it  is  going  to 
keep  winning  souls  in  the  21st  century, 
and  most  of  his  retreat  complex  remains 
to  be  built  and  expanded. 


"Jesus  said,  basically,  that  we  were  ti> 
be  fishers  of  men,”  he  said.  “And  with 
some  of  the  bait  that  we  have  used  in  thfe 
church  —  I  call  it  ‘dill  pickle  religion'  -*■ 
I’ve  never  seen  anyone  catch  a  fish  with 
a  dill  pickle  and  a  sourpuss  religion. 
We're  using  better  bait  to  win  people  tp 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Having  just  unveiled  the  first  part  of  & 
504-room  luxury  hotel,  which  when  com¬ 
pleted  will  be  the  largest  between  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Atlanta,  he  said  construction 
will  begin  soon  on  the  rest  of  the  building. 

“Why  neglect  the  masses  when  the 
world  is  building  Holiday  Inns  and  Hil¬ 
tons  and  Marriotts  and  resorts?”  hb 
asked.  “It  used  to  be  that  church  people 
would  take  their  vacations  and  go  to  a 
Christian  center  on  their  vacation. 
They’re  not  doing  that  anymore.”  ^ 

He  said  work  will  be  completed  in 
February  on  the  enclosed  shopping  mall, 
cafeteria  and  14,000-square-foot  confer¬ 
ence  center  and  that  PTL  expects  its 
revenues  to  reach  a  record  $100  millioh 
for  1984-85,  which  will  about  double  tlie 
$51  million  received  in  1982-83,  the  last 
period  for  which  reports  are  available. 
He  said  PTL  also  expects  to  increase  its 
employees  to  about  1,400. 

PTL,  he  said,  expects  to  finish  con¬ 
struction  of  the  luxury  hotel  additioh, 
which  will  increase  the  number  of  its 
rooms  to  504,  from  the  204  which  al¬ 
ready  have  been  unveiled,  and  it  will  be 
a  feature  of  the  2,200-acre  Heritage  USA 
complex. 
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A  Report  From  The  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 


FEBRUARY  1,  1985 


World  Service  Paid  100% 

Conference  Payout  95.07% 

This  page  represents  an  Honor  Roll  that  is  growing.  A  splendid 
number  of  100%  churches  plus  the  special  offering  of  second 
mile  giving  are  listed.  We  congratulate  these  fine  churches  and 
pastors. 

—  Welton  Brumfield,  President 
Conference  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administation 


400  Churches  Pay  Out  1 00% 


Alexandria  District 
First,  Alexandria 
Newman 
St.  Marks 

Trinity,  Alexandria 

MacArthur  Drive 

Wilton 

Wesley 

Union 

First,  Boyce 
La  hey  Chapel 
Sieper 

David  Haas  Memorial 

Evergreen 

Whites  Chapel 

Wesley,  Booneville 

Marshall 

Simpson 

Colfax 

Hollins  Chapel 
Fellowship  united 
Forest  Hill 
Nolley  Memorial 
Belah 

Bayou  Chicot 

Cheneyville 

Marksville 

Oak  Grove 

Simmesport 

Beulah 

St.  Maurice 

Mt.  Zion,  Boyce 

St.  Paul,  Campti 

St.  Paul,  Cheneyville 

Asbury,  Natchitoches 

Williams  Chapel 

St.  Mark,  Natchitoches 

College  Avenue 

Campti 

First,  Natchitoches 

OUa 

Tullos 

Palestine 

Pleasant  Grove 

First,  Pineville 

Selma 

Provencal 

Weaver 

Eddy  Justiss  Memorial 

llrania 

Eden 


Tracy  Arnold 
Alonzo  Campbell 
Alonzo  Campbell 
James  Jones 
James  Jones 
Charles  Washington 
Charles  Washington 
Herbert  Greene 
Jennie  P.  Jones 
Jennie  P.  Jones 
Jennie  P.  Jones 
Larry  Odell 
Larry  Odell 
Larry  Odell 
Hurvey  Sweazie 
Hurvey  Sweazie 
Hurvey  Sweazie 
Leon  A.  Boggs 
Leon  A.  Boggs 
Gary  L.  Elliott 
Gary  L.  Elliott 
Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 
Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 
John  Downs 
John  Downs 
Stephen  Williamson 
Stephen  Williamson 
Stephen  Williamson 
Abe  M.  Conerly 
C.  Jeffrey  Duke 
Alex  Johnson 
Alex  Johnson 
Alex  Johnson 
Dan  Simon 
Dan  Simon 
Dan  Simon 
Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 
Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 
James  Poole 
Roy  C.  Young 
Roy  C.  Young 
Steven  Bearden 
Steven  Bearden 
Jimmie  Pyles 
Lloyd  James  Lowe 
Jolly  B.  Harper 
Jolly  B.  Harper 
Minns  S.  Robertson 
Minns  S.  Robertson 


Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 


Amite 

Independence 

First,  Baker 

Broadmoor 

Francis  Asbury 

Macedonia 

Andrews  Chapel 

Ingleside 

Jefferson 

Jordan 

St.  Andrews 

St.  John 

St.  Luke's 

St.  Pauls, 

Baton  Rouge 
Winn  bourne 
Istrouma 
Beech  Grove 
Mt.  Zion,  Zachary 
St.  Paul,  Zachary 
Clear  Creek 
Center 

First,  Denham  Springs 

Roberts 

Faithful 

Corbin 

Gonzales 

Meadows  Chapel 

Greens burg 

Wesley  Chapel 

First,  Hammond 

Nesom  Memorial 

Jackson 

Ethel 

Kentwood 

Mt.  Hermon 

Live  Oak 

James  Chapel 

Livingston 

Coopers  Chapel 

Montpelier 

Asbury,  Norwood 

Mt.  Carmel 

Wesley,  Baton  Rouge 

Bluff  Creek 

Tangipahoa 

Walker 

Zachary 


Joe  Solomon 
Joe  Solomon 
John  Howard  Sewell 
Kenneth  Reed 
James  Spitzkeit 
William  Miller 
William  Miller 
Fred  O.  Shirley 
Alan  D.  Einsel 
Freddie  Henderson 
Fred  W  idem  an 
Grayson  Watson 
James  F.  Comer 
John  Coker 

Edward  Pickens 
Edward  Pickens 
Edward  L.  Berry 
W.  R.  Lafayette 
W.  R.  Lafayette 
Larry  D.  Robertson 
Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 
Lonnie  M.  Sibley 
Clarence  Hillard 
Jay  Daigle 
Troy  Boyd,  Jr. 
Richard  Meek 
Richard  Meek 
Wallace  Blackwood 
Wallace  Blackwood 
Angus  L.  Ca  truth 
Angus  L.  Carruth 
Joe  Hoover 
Joe  Hoover 
James  Woodward 
James  Woodward 
Brady  Forman 
Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Percy  Mac  Frazier 
Charles  E.  Scott 
Joseph  Moore 
Joseph  Moore 
Joseph  Moore 
Marshall  C.  Paine 
Ned  L.  Stout 
Mark  Martin 
John  D.  Corley 


Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 


Abbeville 
Pecan  Island 
Camphor  Memorial 
Neely 
Hartzell 

Trinity,  Franklin 
First,  Franklin 
McGowan 
Grand  River 
First,  Donalds- 
ville 

Indian  Bayou 
Kaplan 

St.  Paul,  Jeanerette 
St.  Peter,  Jeanerette 
Asbury,  Lafayette 
Davidson  Memorial 
Lydia 

First,  Lafayette 
Mallalieu,  Lafayette 
St.  James 
Melville 
Palmetto 
First,  New  Iberia 
New  Roads 
St.  Paul,  St. 

Martinville 
Scott  Chapel 
St.  Mark 

First,  Plaquemine 
Hurst  Chapel 
Mt.  Zion,  Baldwin 
St.  Paul,  Baton  Rouge 
St.  Peter.  Baton  Rouge 
Wiley 

Scott  Chapel 
St.  Peter 
Donalds  vi  lie 
St.  James/ 

Belle  Rose 
Fitzgerald, 
Verdunville 


Mark  Meier 
Mark  Meier 
George  W.C.  Calvin 
Donald  R.  Avery 
Donald  R.  Avery 
Major  M.  Goldman 
Ira  Robinson 
Ira  Robinson 
Darryl  Tate 
Darryl  Tate 

John Guyre 
John  Guyre 
Marshall  Wesley 
John  Sadler 
Ray  Branton 
Allen  Wayne  Evans 
Allen  Wayne  Evans 
Daniel  Tohline 
Howard  Milo 
Howard  Milo 
Kenneth  Chapman 
Kenneth  Chapman 
Hugh  L.  Baker 
Howard  Hudson 
Fulton  Raymond,  Jr. 

Fulton  Raymond,  Sr. 
Henry  Gage 
George  Cunningham 
Thomas  Wesley 
Walter  Barabin 
J.  W.  Wilson 
Earnest  E.  Scott 
Earnest  E.  Scott 
W.  C.  August 
Bernard  Smith 

Bernard  Smith 

Lawrence  Pate 


Lake  Charles  District 
Wakefield 
Grand  Chenier 
Church  Point 


Edwin  House,  Jr. 
Edwin  House,  Jr. 
Nathan  Avant 


By  District 


Maxie 

Nathan  Avant 

Ville  Platte 

Nathan  Avant 

First,  DeQuincy 

Robert  E.  Townsend 

First,  Deridder 

Clyde  Averett 

Wesley 

William  G.  Willson 

Hopewell 

Heaton  B.  Crammer 

Pine  Grove, 

Heaton  B.  Crammer 

Jennings 

Iota 

William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

Gueydan 

Iowa 

AA  Bernard 

Memorial 

First,  Jennings 

Kinder 

Oberline 

Lake  Arthur 

First,  Lake 

Joe  L.  Rountree 

Robert  D.  Hutson 

Robert  D.  Hutson 

Larry  Maddin 

Franklin  J .  Chlastak 
Franklin  J.  Chlastak 
Eskell  Tatum 

J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 

Charles 

Oak  Park 

Steven  W.  Caraway 

St.  Luke/ 

Charles  Simmons 

Simpson 

Holly  Grove 

Lewis  Olmsted 

Macedonia 

Obie  Southall 

Maplewood 

Moss  Bluff 

Richard  Poss 

Glynn  Foreman 

John  B.  Koelemay 

John  B.  Koelemay 

Prospect,  Many 

Hornbeck 

Raymond 

Douglas  Mi  11  iron 

Branch 

Douglas  Foreman 

Ebenezer 

Douglas  Foreman 

Roanoke 

Homer  Bailes 

Wesley,  Roanoke 

Homer  Bailes 

Squyres,  Ragley 

Cecil  Mims 

Henning  Memorial 

Robert  L.  Potter 

Wesley,  Sul  pur 

Carolyn  P.  Brannon 

Hackberry 

Carolyn  P.  Brannon 

Jones 

Eddie  Francis 

Westlake 

Ted  S.  Standley 

Monroe  District 

Baskin 

Reily  Memorial 

Mer  Rouge 

First,  Columbia 

Hebert 

Delhi 

Grayson 

Kelly 

First, 

Lake  Providence 

Crow  ville 

First,  Monroe 

Memorial 

Crew  Lake 

Mt.  Olive 

St.  Marks,  Monroe 

St.  Paul,  Monroe 

St.  Paul’s, 

J.  P.  McKeithen 

William  Peeples 
Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr. 
John  Vining 

John  Vining 

Richard  Scott-Welch 

B.  Ramon  Warren 

B.  Ramon  Warren 

Paul  W.  Carter 

C.  Wayne  Flowers 

Kirby  A.  Vining 

Byrd  Lee  Terry 

Don  E.  Wineinger 
Woodrow  Harmon 

M.  Ray  Holt 

Roberts.  Murray 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

West  Monroe 

Southside 

Lea  Joyner 

Forest 

George  H.  Sherman,  Jr. 

Rayville 

Holly  Ridge 

Burton  Blair 

Burton  Blair 

First,  Waterproof 

Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

First, 

William  Willis 

Sicily  Island 

First, 

William  Willis 

Harrisonburg 

First,  Tallulah 

Larry  G.  Miller 

Vidalia 

David  F.  Fortuna 

Washington  Chapel 

Joe  Brown 

Mt.  Sinai 

Joe  Brown 

Mt.  Nebo 

Joe  Brown 

Lawson  Chapel 

Joe  Brown 

Wilhite 

James  Constable 

First,  West  Monroe 

Harry  Harrington 

McGuire 

J.  Roddy  Taylor 

Woodlawn 

Pete  Medak 

Gilbert 

Tom  Crosby 

Boeuf  Prairie 

Mark  B.  Benge 

New  Orleans/Houma  District 

Berwick 

James  Mitchell 

Trinity,  Bur  as 

Lillard  Bevill 

Hope  Chapel 

Lillard  Bevill 

First,  Houma 

Carole  C.  & 

John  Winn 

Luling 

Timothy  Lawson 

St.  John  New  Sarpy 

Timothy  Lawson 

Memorial 

L.  Andy  Foreman 

Pharr  Chapel 

J.  Vernon  Fairley 

Woodlawn 

Algiers 

Asbury, 

New  Orleans 

Albert  Holland 

W.  E.  Parks 

William  L.  Jones 

Belle  Chase 

John  Scarf 

Boynton 

0.  W.  Christopher 

First  Street 

Abraham  E.  Davis 

Gretna 

Ray  Rolon  Spiller 

Jefferson 

Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr. 

First,  Kenner 

Robert  R.  Miller 

Ross 

Burnell  Bell 

Thomas 

Burnell  Bell 

Mt.  Zion, 

Alfred  Norris 

New  Orleans 

Napoleon  Avenue 

Melvin  Tumage 

Parker  Memorial 

Peoples 

Phillips  Memorial 

Dwight  Huff 

Percell  Church,  Sr. 

Alfred  Pollar 

Shaw  Temple 

Alfred  Pollar 

Rayne  Memorial 

Clyde  Frazier 

St.  Matthews 

George  A.  Duerson 

St.  Paul,  Harahan 

Luther  W.  Taylor 

St.  James, 

Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 

Hahnville 

Williams 

Thomas  Hoover,  Jr. 

Patterson 

John  W.  Raines 

Bayou  Vista 

John  W.  Raines 

First,  Thibodaux 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 

Vacherie 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 

Gibson 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 

Calvary 

Louis  L.  Streams 

New  Orleans/Slidell  District 

Thirkield 

Harry’s  Chapel 

First,  Covington 

Wesley  Cyprian 

Wesley  Cyprian 

E.  J.  Barksdale 

Fitzgerald 

Waldheim 

Claude  E.  Barron 
Claude  E.  Barron 

Centenary 

Robert  Galatas 

Fisher 

Robert  Galatas 

Winan 

Terrence  August 

Hayes 

Terrence  August 

Lacombe 

Kathryn  Dauphin 

Lasseigne 

Richard  C.  Hebert 

Lutcher 

Riley  W.  Sanson,  Jr. 

Lutcher  Chapel 

Robert  Williams 

St.  James/ 

Robert  Williams 

Whitehall 

Bethany 

Roger  La  than 

John  Wesley 

Mickey  D.  String- 

field 

First, 

Bob  L.  Lawton 

New  Orleans 

Gentilly 

Joseph  W.  Gregg 

Grace 

William  London,  Jr. 

Laharpe 

Andrew  J.  Douglas 

Thompson 

Andrew  J.  Douglas 

Metairie 

Richard  Gillespie,  Jr. 

Munholland 

Richard  Hoffpauir 

St.  Luke's, 

New  Orleans 

James  0.  Evans 

St.  Marks 

Felicity 

Spanish  Speaking 

Ministry 

Pearl  River 

Millicent  Feske 
Millicent  Feske 

Marta  Sanfiel 

Ronald  Dauphin 

Talisheek 

Ronald  Dauphin 

First,  Ponchatoula 

William  Eubanks 

Lees  Landing 

William  Eubanks 

Wesley  Chapel 

St.  Timothy  on 

William  M.  Jacocks 

M.  Eugene  Finnell 

the  North 

Aldersgate 

Thomas  A.  Dunbar 

First,  Slidell 

SaleT.  Lilly 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 

J.  D.  V.  Hamilton 

Newell 

J.  D.  V.  Hamilton 

Huffs  Chapel 

R.  Laney  Kuhn 

Varnado 

Karl  Wood 

Sun 

Karl  Wood 

Bush 

Karl  Wood 

Live  Oak 

Robert  Brown 

Ruston  District 

Ansley 

William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 

Arcadia 

Terry  Willis 

Crossroads 

Ronald  J. 

Easterling 

Bernice 

John  Oldham 

Beech  Grove 

John  Oldham 

Summerfield 

John  Oldham 

Bienville 

Rowland  Reed 

Mill  Creek 

Rowland  Reed 

Strange 

Rowland  Reed 

Indian  Village 

Joe  R.  Kitchens 

Choudrant 

Brenda  Layman 

Clay 

Troy  Garrett 

Downsville 

H.  Austin  Smith 

Bethel 

H.  Austin  Smith 

Mt.  Nebo 

H.  Austin  Smith 

Doyline 

Frank  Jones 

Sibley 

Frank  Jones 

Dubach 

Merlin  Merrill 

Farmer  ville 

Lester  Nance 

Gibsland 

Fay  Barr-Hartung 

Oak  Grove 

Fay  Barr-Hartung 

Harmony  Chapel 

Cleburne  W.  Quaid 

Lisbon 

Cleburne  W.  Quaid 

Arizona 

Cleburne  W.  Quaid 

Shongaloo 

Louis  M.  Coppage, 

Jr. 

Dodson 

Douglas  Davis 

New  Hope 

Douglas  Davis 

First,  Homer 

Terral  Lowe 

Wesley  Chapel, 

Terral  Lowe 

Homer 

First,  Minden 

Robert  Burgess 

Pine  Grove 

Joseph  Windham 

Bethlehem 

Joseph  Windham 

Ringgold 

Donald  Morgan 

Castor 

Donald  Morgan 

Trinity,  Ruston 

Chris  Andrews 

Wesley,  Ruston 

James  Humphreys 

Simsboro 

CageM.  McLemore 

Salem 

Cage  M.  McLemore 

Antioch 

CageM.  McLemore 

Springhill 

Charles  Humphreys 

Sarepta 

Charles  Humphreys 

McIntyre 

Donn  Kurtz 

Eros 

William  Shaw 

Antioch,  Chatham 

William  Shaw 

Shreveport  District 

Benton 

Charles  Roper 

Blanchard 

John  R.  Johns 

Belcher 

L.  Gray  Wilson 

St.  Stephens 

Roy  Mouser 

Bradford 

Levi  Moore 

Pilgrims  Rest 

Levi  Moore 

Coushatta 

Thomas  Logan 

Wesley,  Coushatta 

Thomas  Logan 

Crossroads 

Donald  Johnson 

Fairview 

Oscar  Player 

McDonald 

Oscar  Player 

New  Light 

Oscar  Player 

Greenwood 

John  Lavo 

Bethany 

John  Lavo 

Ida 

Robert  E.  Carter 

Hosston 

Richard  H.  Humphries 

Gilliam 

Richard  H.  Humphries 

Mt.  Zion, 

Willie  Jackson 

Mansfield 

St.  Matthew 

Willie  Jackson 

Pleasant  Valley 

Willie  Jackson 

Bonchest 

Keatchie 

Willie  Jackson 

Logans port 

Claude  Henkel 

Bethel 

Rosa 

Claude  Henkel 

Taylors  Chapel 

James  Chapel 

Haskins 

Longs  treet 

Robert  Ed  Taylor 

Stonewall 

Robert  Ed  Taylor 

Love  Chapel 

Haughton 

Mansfield 

Rupert  Coles 

Rupert  Coles 

C.  Gerald  Richardson 

Grand  Cane 

C.  Gerald  Richardson 

Wesley,  Lees- 

George  Thomas 

ville 

Shady  Grove 

George  Thomas 

Many 

George  McVay 

Bayou  Scie 

Mooringsport 

Oil  City 

Plain  Dealing 

George  McVay 

Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr. 
Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr. 

L.  Patterson  Culligan 

L.  Patterson  Culligan 
Dorothy  McGowen 

Walkers  Chapel 

Pleasant  Hill 

Mitchell 

Pelican 

Vivian 

Rodessa 

Zwolle 

Converse 

Noble 

Caddo  Heights 

Keithville 

Christ 

Fairfield 

Jewella 

First, 

Dorothy  McGowen 
Dorothy  McGowen 
William  Nolan 

William  Nolan 

Stephen  P.  Carter 
Stephen  P.  Carter 
Stephen  P.  Carter 

John  Williams 

John  Williams 

Jack  Winegeart 

Louis  Augustine,  III 
Louis  Augustine,  III 

D.  L.  Dykes 

Shreveport 

Johnson  Chapel 

Manuel  Henderson 

Mt.  Zion 

Manuel  Henderson 

Lakeview 

Howard  Childs 

Mangum 

Lael  Jones 

Noel  Memorial 

W.O.  Lynch,  Jr. 

North  Highland 

Robert  Bengtson 

Ellerbe  Road 

Benedict  Galloway 

St.  James 

James  Graham 

Round  Grove 

James  Graham 

St.  Lukes, 

Donald  McDowell 

Shreveport 

St.  Paul, 

Nathaniel  Daniels,  Jr. 

Shreveport 

Summer  Grove 

Donald  Cottrill 

Trinity, 

E.  J.  Martin 

Shreveport 

Wynn 

Harold  Longfellow 

Special  Recognition 


100%  ON  ALL  APPORTIONMENTS,  PLUS  PAYMENTS  ON  GENERAL  ADVANCE 
SPECIALS,  CONFERENCE  ADVANCE  SPECIALS  AND  GENERAL  CHURCH 
OFFERINGS. 

Special  —  Paid  on  every  item  —  new  church,  no  apportionments  yet  given  to 


church. 


Alexandria  District 

Alexandria,  Newman  UMC 
Alexandria,  St.  Marks  UMC 
Bunkie,  David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 
Bunkie,  Evergreen  UMC 
Bunkie,  Whites  Chapel  UMC 
Jena,  Nolley  Memorial  UMC 
LeCompte  UMC 
Cheneyville  UMC 


Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell 
West  Monroe,  Faith  UMC 

Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell 
Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell 
Rev.  Larry  Odell 
Rev.  Larry  Odell 
Rev.  Larry  Odell 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 

Rev.  John  M.  Downs 
Rev.  John  M.  Downs 


Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 

Baton  Rouge,  Francis  Asbury  UMC 
Baton  Rouge,  Jefferson  UMC 
Baton  Rouge,  St.  Andrews  UMC 
Baton  Rouge,  St.  Lukes  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Center  UMC 

Denham  Springs,  First  UMC 
Hammond,  First  UMC 


Rev.  James  W.  Spitzkeit 
Rev.  AlanD.  Einsel 
Rev.  Fred  Wideman 
Dr.  James  F.  Comer 
Rev.  W.  R.  Lafayette 
Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 
Dr.  Lonnie  M.  Sibley 
Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 


Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 

Baton  Rouge,  Camphor  UMC  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin 

Lafayette,  Davidson  UMC  Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 

Lafayette,  First  UMC  Dr.  Daniel  W.  Tohline 


Lake  Charles  District 

DeRidder,  First  UMC 
Eunice  UMC 

Lake  Charles,  St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC 
Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial  UMC 


Dr.  Clyde  W.  Averett 
Rev.  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 
Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 


Monroe  District 

Monroe,  First  UMC 
Monroe,  St.  Paul’s  UMC 
Monroe,  Southside  UMC 
Waterproof  UMC 
Sicily  Island  UMC 
Tallulah,  First  UMC 
West  Monroe,  McGuire  UMC 


Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining 
Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 
Dr.  Lea  Joyner 
Rev.  Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 
Rev.  William  Willis 
Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor 


New  Orleans/Houma  District 

Luling  UMC 
Algiers  UMC 

New  Orleans,  First  Street  UMC 
Kenner,  First  UMC 
New  Orleans,  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
New  Orleans,  Rayne  UMC 
New  Orleans,  St.  Paul  UMC 
Hahnville,  St.  James  UMC 

New  Orleans/Slidell  District 

Lutcher  Chapel  UMC 
Whitehall,  St.  James  UMC 
New  Orleans,  First  UMC 
New  Orleans,  Thompson  UMC 
New  Orleans,  Felicity  UMC 
Ponchatoula  UMC 
Lee’s  Landing  UMC 
Slidell,  First  UMC 

Ruston  District 

Arcadia  UMC 
Choudrant  UMC 
Shongaloo  UMC 
Dodson  UMC 
New  Hope  UMC 
Homer,  First  UMC 
Minden,  First  UMC 
Ruston,  Trintiy  UMC 
Ruston,  Wesley  Chapel  UMC 

Shreveport  District 

Blanchard  UMC 
Belcher  UMC 
Love  Chapel  UMC 
Oil  City  UMC 
Vivian  UMC 

Shreveport,  Caddo  Heights  UMC 
Keithville  UMC 
Shreveport,  Christ  UMC 
Shreveport,  First  UMC 
Shreveport,  Lakeview  UMC 
Shreveport,  St.  James  UMC 
Shreveport,  St.  Paul  UMC 
Shreveport,  Trinity  UMC 
Shreveport,  Wynn 


Rev.  Timothy  Lawson 
Rev.  W.  E.  Parks,  Sr. 
Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis 
Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller 
Dr.  Alfred  Norris 
Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 
Rev.  Luther  W.  Taylor 
Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 


Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Rev.  BobL.  Lawton 
Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
Rev.  Millicent  Feske 
Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks 
Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks 
Rev.  SaleT.  Lilly 


Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 
Rev.  Brenda  Layman 
Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr. 
Rev.  Douglas  Davis 
Rev.  Douglas  Davis 
Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe 
Rev.  Robert  Burgess 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews 
Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys 


Rev. John R.  Johns 
Rev.  L.  Gray  Wilson 
Rev.  Rupert  D.  Coles 
Rev.  Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr. 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 
Rev.  John  N.  Williams 
Rev.  John  N.  Williams 
Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes 
Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  Nathan  Daniels 
Rev.  E.  J.  Martin 
Rev.  Harold  W.  Longfellow 


$ 
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Percentage  Paid 


District 

Apportionments 

Paid  All  Funds 

On  Apportionments  * 

Shreveport 

743,677 

860,815 

98.82 

Monroe 

463,616 

549,355 

96.17 

Alexandria 

330,049 

375,812 

95.33  * 

New  Orleans/ 

S 

Houma 

488,769 

520,740 

94.63  * 

Ruston 

344,969 

422,487 

94.29  5; 

Baton  Rouge/ 

1 

Lafayette 

478,577 

542,337 

93.89  f 

New  Orleans/ 

i 

Slidell 

498,243 

563,897 

93.70  A 

Baton  Rouge/ 

| 

Hammond 

541,561 

642,117 

93.62  A 

Lake  Charles 

456,729 

524,538 

93.20  A 

Louisiana 

| 

Conference 

TOTALS 

4,346,190 

5,002,098 

95.07  g 

2911  CENTENARY  BLVD 
SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Advance  Record  Set 


The  total  amount  of  money  given  to  the  Advance  during  1984 
for  designated  mission  causes  was  $25,323,014.  This  is  nearly  $4 
million  or  19.9%  greater  than  was  given  to  the  fund  during  1983. 
New  funds  included  in  the  total  were  $1,820,852  for  the  Global 
Food  Crisis  in  Ethiopia  and  $1,198,578  for  the  Bishops'  Appeal 
for  African  Hunger. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘Signs’ 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Berwick,  Reverend  James  W. 
Mitchell,  has  a  sign  on  the  Main 
Highway  and  one  on  the  church  lawn. 

Sevier  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Ferriday,  Reverend  J.  C. 
Skinner,  has  a  sign  on  Main  Street  and 
one  on  the  church  lawn. 

Haynesville  and  Shongaloo  United 
Methodist  Churches,  Reverend  Louis 
M.  Coppage,  Jr.,  have  signs  on  the 
Main  Highway  and  on  the  church 
lawns  for  both  churches. 

Bouef  Prairie  United  Methodist 
Church,  near  Fort  Necessity,  Rev¬ 
erend  Mark  Benge,  has  a  sign  on  the 
Main  Highway  and  one  on  the  church 
lawn. 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jennings,  Reverend  Larry  Maddin, 
has  a  sign  on  Main  Street  and  one  on 
the  church  lawn. 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Roads,  Reverend  Howard 
Hudson,  has  a  sign  on  Main  Street  and 
one  on  the  church  lawn. 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Eunice,  and  Iota  United  Methodist 
Church,  Reverend  Bill  Rowell,  both 
churches  have  signs  facing  the  Main 
Highways  and  the  church  lawns. 

Grayson  United  Methodist  Church, 
Grayson,  Reverend  Ramon  Warren, 
has  a  sign  on  the  Main  Highway  and 
one  on  the  church  lawn. 

Arcadia  and  Mt.  Mariah  United 
Methodist  Churches  have  signs  on 
Main  Highways  and  the  church  lawns. 
Reverend  Terry  Willis. 

Grand  Chenier  United  Methodist 
Church,  Reverend  Edwin  H.  House, 
Jr.,  has  signs  on  the  Highway  and  on 
the  church  lawn. 


Bishop  Underwood  is  shown  above 
with  gavel  in  hand  as  he  convened  the 
special  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  on  January  25  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge. 

‘Good  News’ 

First  Church  in  New  Roads  has 
organized  a  new  Church  School  class 
recently,  Reverend  Howard  Hudson 
pastor. 

Grand  Chenier  United  Methodist 
Church  with  58  members,  sent  in  $1177 
for  UMCOR,  and  $1575  for  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering.  Reverend  Edwin 
H.  House,  Jr. 

Sieper  United  Methodist  Church  has 
organized  two  new  Church  School 
classes  since  January  1,  1985;  paid 
1985  District  Askings  in  full;  paid  1985 
Conference  Asking  in  full;  and 
subscribed  to  The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  for  each  family  of  the 
congregation.  Reverend  Jennie 
Jones. 

Two  new  Church  School  classes 
have  been  established  at  Arcadia  this 
year;  a  young  adult  and  a  children’s 
class.  Reverend  Terry  Willis. 

From  Reverend  Larry  Maddin: 
“I’m  lifting  up  10  families  in  the 
congregation  in  prayer  each 
Thursday  morning  at  8:00,  after 
contacting  them  by  mail  and  inviting 
them  to  join  me  in  the  sanctuary  or 
wherever  they  are.  The  families  are 
chosen  alphabetically,  and  I’m  almost 
half-way  thru  the  roll.”  A  member  felt 
this  was  noteworthy  and  suggested 
that  Reverend  Maddin  share  it  in  the 
“Good  News”  column. 

Here’s  to  more  ‘signage’  and  more 
‘good  news.’  My  grateful  thanks  for 
the  above. 


Walter  L.  Underwood 


Lathan  Appointed  To  Special  Ministries 


At  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  meeting  held  at  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  on  January 
26th,  Bishop  Waiter  L.  Underwood 
announced  the  appointment  of  Rev. 
Roger  Lathan  to  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  staff  as 
Director  of  Special  Ministries.  This 
position  was  vacated  in  November 
with  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Walker. 

Rev.  Latham  will  join  the  staff  on 
March  1st,  and  one  of  his  major 
responsibilities  will  be  that  of  giving 
leadership  to  the  promotion  of  the 
Missional  Priority  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  the  1985-88 
Quadrennium.  This  priority  centers 
around  the  developing  and 
strengthening  of  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  for  witness 


and  mission  and  will  seek  to  involve 
the  total  church  in  its 
implementation.  Its  goals  are 
witness,  discipleship,  leadership 
and  improved  facilities. 

In  addition  to  this,  Rev.  Lathan 
will  seek  to  promote  the  recruiting 
of  ministers  for  the  church,  with 
special  emphasis  upon  the  needs  of 
the  black  congregations.  He  will  be 
conducting  workshops  on  teaching 
in  the  church  school,  on  the  Council 
on  Ministries  and  on  stewardship 
development. 

Rev.  Lathan  comes  to  this  position 
after  serving  five  years  as  pastor  of 
the  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
His  office  will  be  located  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  Headquarters  Building 
in  Baton  Rouge. 


Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  on  the  left  above,  is  being  congratulated  by  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  on  his  appointment  to  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Staff. 


Monroe  District  Audit  Receives 


Human  Relations  Day  is  Feb.  17 


Assist  From  Computer  Team 


i*  .-V 


The  Monroe  District  had  100%  participation  of  its  ministers  and  some  expert  help 
from  a  computer  team. 

Left  to  right  in  the  picture  are  Kirby  Vining,  First  Church,  Monroe,  D.  L.  McGuire, 
D.S.,  Mrs.  Pat  Flanagan  and  Mr.  John  Ellett.  Mr.  Ellett  is  a  member  of  First  Church 
and  the  owner  of  Ouachita  Computer  Systems  in  Monroe.  He  and  Mrs.  Flanagan,  his 
employee,  gave  the  entire  day  and  the  use  of  their  equipment  for  the  Monroe  District 
audit  session.  On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  Ellett  went  to  Arcadia  to  speak  to  the  Ruston 
District  relative  to  computer  use  in  Churches.  He  has  consulted  with  other  District 
Superintendents  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway  in  future  use  of  computers  in  District  and 
Conference  level  matters. 


United 

Methodist  Church  in  Hawaii,  is  shown 
visiting  with  one  of  the  farmers  from  the 
Waiahold/Waikane  Valley.  The  Com¬ 
munity  Developers  Program  is  one  of 
three  ministries  assisted  by  the  Human 
Relations  Day  Offering,  celebrated  Feb¬ 
ruary  17, 1985. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  observance 
is:  “Lord  make  me  an  instrument  .  . 
where  there  is  no  doubt,  let  me  sow 
faith.”  Inspired  at  the  age  of  25  by  the 
scriptural  passage  about  Matthew 
commanding  the  disciples  to  evangelize 
the  world,  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
abandoned  his  affluent  way  of  life  and  in 


1210  organized  a  band  of  roving 
preachers  to  take  the  gospel  to  remote 
places  in  Italy. 

Today  as  Christians,  we,  too,  are 
instruments  of  God,  taking  the  gospel  of 
Christ  to  our  communities  through  three 
programs  supported  by  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering,  Feb.  17. 
Community  Developers  work  out  of  local 
churches.  Police-Community  Relations 
programs  bring  healing  between  persons 
in  conflict.  Through  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Services  (UMVS)  the  church 
provides  opportunities  for  community 
groups  to  receive  training  and  technical 
assistance  to  organize  and  to  improve 
community  conditions. 


Membership  Report  —  1984 


Top  Fifteen  Charges 
Percent  Membership  Gain  For  1984 


CHARGE 

PASTOR 

MEMBERSHIP 

GAINED 

GAINED 

1.  West  Monroe,  Faith  (New  Church) 

Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell 

87 

87 

New  Church 

2.  Metairie,  Messiah  (New  Church) 

Rev.  Kathy  H.  Henderson 

56 

56 

New  Church 

3.  New  Orleans,  Korean 

Rev.  Chang  Kyu  Lee 

61 

21 

52.50% 

4.  Houma,  Wesley-Mt.  Vernon 

Rev.  Larry  Martin 

113 

29 

34.52% 

5.  Baton  Rouge,  St.  Andrews 

Rev.  Fred  Wideman 

428 

109 

34.17% 

6.  Baton  Rouge,  Carpenter’s  Chapel 

Rev.  Steven  M.  Smart 

123 

22 

21.78% 

7.  Dubach,  Dubach 

Dr.  Merlin  Merrill 

142 

22 

18.33% 

8.  Shreveport,  Ellerbe  Road 

Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway 

106 

15 

16.48% 

9.  Buras,  Trinity-Hope  Chapel 

Rev.  Lillard  Bevill 

149 

19 

14.62% 

10.  Baton  Rouge,  St.  John 

Rev.  Grayson  Watson 

548 

63 

12.99% 

11.  New  Orleans,  Spanish  Ministries 

Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 

57 

6 

11.76% 

12.  LaPlace,  First-Lutcher 

Rev.  C.  Richard  Hebert 

329 

32 

10.77% 

13.  Lafayette,  Davidson  Mem. -Lydia 

Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 

211 

20 

10.47% 

14.  Natchitoches,  Oak  Grove 

Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie 

110 

10 

10.00% 

15.  Mandeville,  St.  Timothy 

Rev.  Eugene  Finnell 

595 

53 

9.78% 

Louisiana  Chosen 
For  Graded  Press 
Experiment 

Beginning  this  spring,  Graded  Press 
will  conduct  a  marketing  experiment  in 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
Graded  Press  is  the  department  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
which  publishes  official  curriculum 
resources. 

The  experiment  is  a  test  to  see  if 
Graded  Press  resources  can  be 
successfully  distributed  through 
independent  Christian  bookstores  in 
addition  to  the  Cokesbury  distribution 
system.  The  test  will  last  for 
approximately  twelve  months  and  will 
conclude  with  a  decision  to  either  market 
to  Christian  bookstores  nationwide  or  to 
continue  the  exclusive  distribution 
through  Cokesbury.  The  Louisiana 
conference  is  one  of  seven  conferences 
which  have  been  selected  for  this  test. 

The  following  questions  will  hopefully 
be  answered  through  this  experiment. 


Membership  Report  — 1984 


Gain/ 

DISTRICTS 

1/1/84 

Loss 

1/8/85 

New  Orleans/Slidell 

16,277 

156 

16,433 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

15,969 

130 

16,099 

Shreveport 

23,088 

59 

23,147 

New  Orleans/Houma 

16,069 

39 

16,108 

Alexandria 

10,046 

-2 

10,044 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond 

17,783 

-42 

17,741 

Monroe 

15,430 

-78 

15,352 

Ruston 

10,219 

-116 

10,103 

Lake  Charles 

13,573 

-209 

13,364 

TOTAL 

138,454 

-63 

138,391 

An  Observation 

Although  the  Conference  showed  a  small  loss  in  membership  last  year,  we 
essentially  are  at  a  standstill.  However,  with  the  increased  interest  in  evan¬ 
gelism,  spiritual  renewal  and  church  extension,  1985  may  well  see  a  tremen¬ 
dous  increase  in  the  membership  of  the  Conference. 

Shown  in  these  columns  are  the  district  totals  and  the  top  15  churches  of 
the  Conference  in  membership  gains  percentage  wise.  If  all  of  the  churches 
did  as  well  as  the  number  fourteen,  Natchitoches,  Oak  Grove,  we  would 
gain  over  13,800  new  members  in  1985. 

The  first  priority  for  each  congregation  in  1985  should  be  concern  for  the 
unchurched  in  the  community. 

—  Dr.  James  Caraway 


Louisiana 

United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 

Elwood  Fleming, 

Editor 

Linda  Crum,  Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


1.  Will  distribution  through  Christian 
bookstores  help  reach  United  Methodist 
churches  that  are,  not  presently  being 
served  by  Cokesbury? 

2.  Will  using  this  channel  result  in  im¬ 
proved  availability  of  Graded  Press  re¬ 
sources  and  expanded  service  to  United 
Methodist  churches? 

3.  Will  use  of  this  channel  result  in  the 
use  of  Graded  Press  resources  beyond 
the  United  Methodist  Church? 

4.  Are  Christian  bookstores  interested 
in  stocking  and  selling  Graded  Press 
resources? 

5.  Will  this  experiment  result  in  a  sig¬ 
nificant  transfer  of  orders  from  the 
Cokesbury  system  to  Christian  bookstores? 

On  the  Back 

The  Convocation  of  Boards 
The  Sunday  School  Lesson 
The  Calendar  for  February 


New  Appointments  Announced 


Baton  Rouge  —  Bishop  Walter  L. 
Underwood  has  announced  the  following 
appointments  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Effective  February  1,  are  the 
following:  Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway  from 
Oak  Park  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  to  Church  of  the  Covenant 
United  Methodist,  Lafayette;  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Bengtson  from  North 
Highlands  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  to  Oak  Park,  Lake  Charles; 
Rev.  John  E.  Scarf  from  Belle  Chasse-St. 
James  United  Methodist  Churches  to 
North  Highland,  Shreveport;  and  Rev. 
Calvin  O.  Lapuyade  from  Church  of 


the  Covenant,  Lafayette,  to  Belle  Chasse- 
St.  James. 

Effective  March  1,  the  following:  Rev. 
Roger  Lathan  from  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  to 
Director  of  Special  Ministries,  at  the 
United  Methodist  Area  Office,  Baton 
Rouge;  and  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  from 
Chaplain  at  Dillard  University,  New 
Orleans,  to  Bethany,  New  Orleans. 

Bishop  Underwood  also  announced  the 
transfer  into  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
Rev.  Chang  Kyu  Lee,  from  the  Wyoming 
(Pa.)  Conference,  and  his  appointment 
to  the  Korean  Church  of  New  Orleans, 
effective  February  1. 


Bach  -Han  del  Tercen  tennial 


To  Be  Observed 

The  year  1985  marks  the  300th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Johann 
Sebastian  Bach  and  George  Frederick 
Handel.  These  two  musicians  are 
considered  by  most  authorities  as  the  two 
greatest  names  in  Protestant  Church 
music.  Bach  was  the  cantor  or  organist 
and  choir  master  at  various  churches  in 
Germany,  the  last  and  most  important 
being  at  Leipzig.  During  his  lifetime  he 
wrote  hundreds  of  sacred  pieces  for  the 
organ  and  we  have  approximately  200  of 
his  cantatas,  written  for  the  Sunday 
services  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  plus 
passions,  oratorios  and  masses.  Bach  is 
looked  upon  as  the  culminator  of  nearly 
every  musical  art  form  in  existence  at 
that  time  except  opera. 

Handel’s  importance  to  church  music 
lies  in  his  great  oratorios,  an  art  form  in 
which  he  was  the  master.  The  greatest  of 
all  was  his  Messiah.  His  smaller  sacred 
pieces,  such  as  the  Coronation  anthems 
for  King  George  II  and  the  Chandos 
anthems  are  often  overlooked  but  are  of 
equal  worth. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  will  be 
celebrating  the  Bach  and  Handel 
Tercentennial  with  a  series  of  six 
different  programs,  according  to  Dr. 
Franklin  Poole,  the  Minister  of  Music, 
who  will  produce  and  lead  the 
performances.  They  are  as  follows: 

Sunday,  February  10,  7:30  p.m.:  A 


Dr.  Franklin  Poole 


program  of  Bach  and  Handel 
Instrumental  Music  featuring  the  LSU 
L’Ensemble  du  Marais. 

Sunday,  April  14,  8:30  a.m.  &  11:00 
a.m.:  the  Bach  Cantata,  “Christ  Lay  in 
Death’s  Prison.” 

Friday,  May  10,  6:00  p.m.:  A  Birthday 
Party  for  Bach  and  Handel. 

Sunday,  October  27,  7:30  p.m.:  Handel 
Choral  and  Instrumental  Music. 

Saturday,  December  7,  7:30  p.m.: 
Messiah  Sing-In. 

Sunday,  December  15,  8:30  a.m.  & 
11 :00  a.m. :  Bach  “Magnificat." 
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Did  NCC  miss  a  good  opportunity? 


We  are  reluctant  to  be  critical  of  any 
sincere  effort  to  promote  understanding 
among  Christians. 

But  a  recent  'Theological  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Confessing  Jesus  Christ  in  Criti¬ 
cal  Contexts,”  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  while 
well-intentioned,  left  much  to  be  desired 
(see  related  article  elsewhere  in  this  is¬ 
sue). 

The  consultation,  billed  as  a  “first  of 
its  kind,”  brought  together  a  diverse 
group  of  U.S.  and  Latin  American  Chris¬ 
tians,  including  pastors,  theology  in¬ 
structors  and  various  church-related 
officials.  The  stated  objective  of  the 
meeting  was  to  discuss  theological  dif¬ 
ferences  and  to  seek  a  common  perspec¬ 
tive  for  ministry. 

An  apparent  lack  of  preparation  for 
dealing  with  cultural  as  well  as  theologi¬ 
cal  and  ecclesiastical  differences,  how¬ 
ever.  prevented  the  consultation  from 
being  as  successful  as  it  should  have 
been. 

U.S.  participants,  for  example,  were 
admittedly  thrown  off  balance  by  what 
some  called  the  Latin  Americans’  "au¬ 
thoritarian”  way  of  presenting  their 
views.  That  style,  while  reportedly  not 
uncommon  in  Latin  American  settings, 
contrasts  sharply  with  the  conversation¬ 
al  way  of  conducting  church  meetings  to 
which  most  U.S.  church  members  are 
accustomed.  Latin  American  partici¬ 
pants,  on  the  other  hand,  were  said  to 
believe  the  U.S.  representatives  were 
“holding  back"  by  refusing  to  be  similar¬ 
ly  outspoken. 

Consequently,  whatever  was  gained 
from  the  meeting  otherwise  was  at  least 
partly  overshadowed  by  what  one  U.S. 
participant  called  a  “tremendous  wall” 
of  cultural  misunderstanding.  Among 
other  things,  that  “wall”  prevented  fel¬ 
low  Christians  from  more  fully  reconcil¬ 
ing  different  and  often  conflicting  views 
of  faith  and  action— even  to  the  point 
that  some  participants  openly  questioned 
whether  they  were  speaking  of  the  same 
God. 

It  is  tragic,  and  a  frustration  of  God’s 
will,  any  time  Christians  fail  to  over¬ 


come  obstacles  to  reconciliation  and  a 
deeper  understanding  of  our  common 
ministry.  That  is  particularly  true  when 
those  obstacles  could  have  been  removed 
by  more  adequate  preparation,  including 
efforts  to  anticipate  and  understand  cul¬ 
tural  differences  that  might  hinder  ef¬ 
fective  dialogue.  If  there  was  any  such 
advance  preparation  by  the  NCC  as  the 
sponsoring  agency  of  the  recent  U.S.- 
Latin  American  consultation,  however,  it 
was  either  too  little  or  too  late  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  impasse  that  seemingly  oc¬ 
curred. 

Neither  the  church  nor  the  world  gen¬ 
erally  has  the  luxury  of  being  able  to 
squander  opportunities  such  as  the  NCC 
consultation  to  promote  human  reconcil¬ 
iation.  The  rush  of  events  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica  and  their  implications  for  our 
nation’s  and  our  world’s  security  make  it 
imperative  that  we  as  Christians  do  ev¬ 
erything  in  our  power  to  build  bridges  of 
understanding  across  our  diverse  cul¬ 
tures.  If  those  of  us  in  the  church,  who 
begin  with  a  common  faith  in  Christ,  are 
unable  to  bridge  those  cultural  differ¬ 
ences,  the  future  appears  grim  indeed. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  recognize  that 
being  reconcilers— even  within  the 
church— involves  efforts  to  overcome 
cultural  as  well  as  theological  and  eccle¬ 
siastical  differences,  we  give  added  cre¬ 
dence  to  our  claim  that  Christ  is  truly 
the  “hope  of  the  world.” 

As  members  of  a  member  denomina¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
we  should  affirm  and  encourage  plans  by 
NCC  leaders  to  follow  up  on  the  recent 
consultation  between  Latin  American 
and  U.S.  Christians  with  other  similar 
events.  We  should  urge  that  future  meet¬ 
ings,  to  be  most  effective,  be  preceded 
by  an  adequate  period  of  advance  prepa¬ 
ration  of  the  participants,  including  ori¬ 
entation  to  cultural  differences  that 
could  impede  genuine  consultation.  Such 
meetings  should  also  be  scheduled  in  a 
variety  of  cultural  settings  so  that  our 
understanding  of  our  fellow  Christians 
includes  not  only  what  we  believe,  but 
how  we  put  our  beliefs  into  practice. 


Here  I  Stand 

A  parable:  Do  not  ‘do  unto  others9  unless. . . 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  article 
was  written  as  a  meditation  for  Laity 
Sunday.  It  subsequently  was  published  in 
the  Prairie  Flame  edition  of  the  Report¬ 
er,  which  serves  United  Methodism’s  Da¬ 
kotas  Area.  The  article  is  reprinted  here 
by  permission  of  the  author. 

By  ANNABELLE  TRENBEATH 

“The  Lord  Almighty  will  prepare  a  ban¬ 
quet  for  all  the  nations  of  the  world." 

Isaiah  25:6. 

What  is  a  banquet?  The  dictionary 
says  “an  elaborate  or  sumptuous  feast— 
usually  followed  by  speeches.”  We  un¬ 
derstand  that,  but  a  banquet  in  one  part 
of  the  world  might  not  be  a  banquet  in 
another  part  of  the  world,  and  thereon 
hangs  a  tale. 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  board  of 
directors'  meeting  of  the  Lord’s  Banquet 
Inc.  of  the  U.S.  of  A.  The  directors  were 
looking  for  a  manager  for  the  African 
franchise.  There  were  two  applicants. 

One  was  a  clean-cut  fellow  in  suit, 
shirt,  tie  and  polished  shoes.  The  other 
had  long  hair,  beard,  Khaki  shorts,  a  T- 
shirt  without  an  alligator  on  the  pocket 
and  disreputable  sandals.  The  interview 
was  short.  The  board  told  the  bearded 
one  that  he  might  be  able  to  work  as  a 
busboy  but  he  obviously  had  no  manage¬ 
rial  qualifications.  Their  manager  would 
be  the  lad  in  the  Brooks  Bros.  suit. 

The  fair-haired  lad  packed  carefully: 
The  Lord’s  Book,  so  he  would  know  how 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Idealistic  editorial  on 


"Walking  by  with  his  family.” 

to  build  the  Lord's  Banquet  Hall  and  how 
to  serve  the  Lord's  Banquet;  an  ice-mak¬ 
ing  machine;  a  back-order  from  Sears 
for  plumbing  fixtures  because  everybody 
knows  a  Banquet  Hall  has  to  have  a 
place  to  wash  hands;  a  battered  paper¬ 
back  of  “Problems  of  Democracy”;  and 
a  tattered  copy  of  “Practical  Applica¬ 
tions  of  the  Puritan  Ethic.” 

Our  heavy-laden  hero  finally  reached 
the  proposed  site  of  the  Lord's  Banquet 
Hall  and  staked  the  lines  for  the  founda¬ 
tion.  A  local  chieftain,  walking  by  with 
his  family,  told  him  if  he  built  there, 
the  prevailing  winds  would  blow  it  away 
in  six  months. 

Our  hero  replied,  “If  the  Lord  wants 
his  Banquet  Hall  here,  nothing  can  pre¬ 
vail  against  it.” 

The  Banquet  Hall  was  soon  near  com¬ 
pletion,  and  our  hero  went  to  invite  the 
chief  to  the  grand  opening  with  a  grand 
banquet,  ribbon-cutting,  franchise  pre¬ 
senting  and  picture  taking. 

The  chief  wds  in  the  middle  of  settling 
a  dispute  but  said  he  and  his  young  wife 
would  be  happy  to  come.  (He  had  told  his 
old  wives  to  take  a  long  walk.)  Our  hero, 
having  some  time  on  his  hands,  thought 
he’d  help  the  chief  settle  this  dispute,  so 
he  explained  that  in  his  country,  the  el¬ 
ders  sat  and  discussed  problems,  then 
voted,  and  the  majority  ruled. 

The  chief  explained  the  dispute:  War¬ 
rior  A’s  cattle  were  in  Warrior  B’s  corn. 
Warrior  B  thought  some  of  the  cattle 


To  the  Editor: 

Having  visited  South  Africa  a  year  ago 
and  planning  another  trip  soon,  I  am 
interested  in  the  many  voices  telling  that 
beautiful  and  wonderful  country  what  it 
should  be  doing  (see  UMR,  Jan.  4  and 
11).  I  would  like  to  share  some  of  my 
first-hand  observations. 

First,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
apartheid  is  morally  and  socially  wrong, 
but  the  problem  remains  as  to  what  to  do 
about  it.  We  need  to  keep  a  few  facts  in 
mind  before  we  let  our  idealism  go  ram¬ 
pant. 

Contrary  to  what  Americans  think,  the 
land  of  South  Africa  has  not  been  expro¬ 
priated  from  the  blacks.  The  blacks  now 
there  have  migrated  in,  drawn  by  in¬ 
ducements  of  work  and  the  hope  of  a 
better  life.  But  the  land  does  not  belong 
to  them  anymore  than  to  the  whites. 

If  we  want  to  open  up  the  boundaries 
of  South  Africa,  then  we  should  open  our 
southern  boundary  to  the  poor  and  im¬ 
poverished  of  Mexico  and  Central  Amer¬ 
ica. 

The  blacks  of  South  Africa  are  as 
sharply  divided  by  tribal  customs  as  the 
cleavage  between  blacks  and  whites. 
The  black  nations  of  Africa  already  re¬ 
flect  this  division,  making  a  stable  gov¬ 
ernment  impossible.  Democracy  as  we 
view  it  may  not  be  the  answer— as  wit¬ 
ness  Nigeria,  which  saved  itself  by  re¬ 
verting  to  a  military  dictatorship. 

The  majority  of  blacks  are  indifferent 
to  the  forces  working  to  improve  their 
lot  in  life,  and  they  much  prefer  their 
own  culture. 

Having  said  these  things,  I  hope  as 
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Christians  we  can  suggest  some  solu¬ 
tions.  Withdrawing  investments  at  this 
time  does  not  seem  practical  since  that 
will  hurt  only  the  black  worker. 

Our  goal  should  not  be  to  destroy  the 
white  government,  which  is  probably  the 
only  stable  government  on  the  entire 
continent,  but  rather  to  help  it  modify  its 
position.  I  have  found  the  government  to 
be  wealthy  (the  richest  country  in  the 
world)  and  also  compassionate. 

South  Africa  certainly  could  open  up 
its  universities  and  teacher  training  in¬ 
stitutions  to  non-whites.  The  segregation 
of  races  for  cultural  events  serves  no 
useful  purpose. 

South  Africans  must  allow  a  free  press 
and  free  speech  (elimination  of  banning) 
if  they  are  to  progress.  They  have  to  stop 
removing  people  from  hereditary  lands 
on  the  basis  of  color. 

The  brutality  of  the  police  state  must 
end.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
modification  of  their  parliament  is  a 
sham  or  a  step  forward.  I  visited  an 
integrated  Rotary  Club  in  Mefeking,  so 
some  of  these  things  are  possible. 

Of  course  these  are  small  steps,  and 
some  people  will  never  be  satisfied  with 
slow  progress.  But  no  one  knows  where 
steps  such  as  these  can  lead,  and  they  do 
not  mean  a  complete  overthrow  of  a 
government. 

Would  the  South  African  government 
consent?  Probably  not  without  some  out¬ 
side  pressure.  But  without  change.  Bish¬ 
op  Tutu  is  correct  in  saying  that  there 
will  be  violent  upheaval. 

We  should  be  directing  our  energies 
not  to  destroy  a  government,  no  matter 
how  blind  it  may  be,  but  to  encourage— 
and  boycotting  may  be  necessary— it  to 
modify  its  position  in  the  interest  of  all 
humanity.  George  C.  Snyder 

Sodus,  New  York 

Stand  seems  inconsistent 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Jan.  11  editorial  headlined, 
"How  can  we  best  oppose  apartheid?”  is 
probably  being  received  favorably  by  99 
percent  of  your  readers.  I  am  among  the 
1  percent— or  fewer— minority. 

It’s  not  that  error  in  your  observations 
is  found.  The  editorial,  though,  seems 
disproportionate  in  view  of  your  silence 
in  the  past  on  violations  of  human 
rights  much  more  serious  than  those 
practiced  by  South  Africa.  I  have  in 
mind  the  genocidal  war  against  Afghani¬ 
stan,  the  systematic  savagery  of  the 
North  Vietnamese  against  the  South,  the 
persecution  of  the  church  of  Poland. 

The  editorial  ignores  the  recent  histo¬ 
ry  of  development  in  Africa.  Black  self- 
rule  there  usually  winds  up  producing  no 
freedom,  and  a  scarcity  of  food  follows 
and  economic  stability  lost. 

There  is  no  perfect  society  on  earth, 
only  some  ways  of  life  better  or  more 
desirable  than  others. 

If  the  church  is  successful  in  its  attack 
on  South  Africa,  imperfection  will  be  ex¬ 
changed  for  chaos.  In  time,  the  church 
and  our  government  will  be  called  upon 
to  feed  the  populace. 

But,  while  the  people  are  starving  and 
probably  living  under  the  yoke  of  Marx¬ 
ism,  our  church  leaders  can  rejoice  in 
knowing  that  they  eliminated  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  country. 

I  submit  these  views  in  respect  for 
your  intent  and  in  the  knowledge  that  I, 
not  you,  am  likely  to  be  off  base. 

Andy  James 
Austin,  Texas 


apartheid  ignores  facts 
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Why  point  out  South  Africa? 

To  the  Editor: 

This  responds  to  your  Jan.  1 1  editorial: 

It  is  interesting  that  of  the  55  regimes 
in  the  world  listed  as  “not  free,”  South 
Africa  is  not  so  listed.  Rather  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  as  “partial  freedom.” 

Why  do  you  select  South  Africa  for 
special,  direct  government  action  as  op¬ 
posed  to  the  seven  "worst  slave 
states”— or  the  other  55?  Why  do  you  not 
advocate  our  government’s  forcing  the 
Soviet  Union  to  give  its  people  freedom? 

I  believe  the  blacks  in  South  Africa 
should  have  freedom.  But  it  cannot  be 
consummated  in  a  short  period  of  time.  I 
think  progress  is  being  made,  if  slowly, 
and  President  Reagan's  approach  is  rea¬ 
sonable  and  proper. 

The  final  statement  of  your  editorial  is 
without  credibility.  .  ..... 

Maynard  C.  Miller 
Ada.  Oklahoma 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mr.  Miller’s  observa¬ 
tion  concurs  with  the  1983-84  compara¬ 
tive  survey  of  freedom  published  by 
Freedom  House.  That  survey  lists  South 
Africa  as  "partly  free,”  a  middle  catego¬ 
ry  between  “free”  and  “not  free.”  On  a 
scale  of  1-7,  however,  with  7  representing 
the  lowest  level  of  freedom,  Freedom 
House  gives  South  Africa  a  rank  of  5 
for  political  rights  and  6  for  civil  rights. 

Overview  offered 

To  the  Editor: 

As  chairperson  for  the  Iowa  Annual 
Conference  Bicentennial  Committee,  I 
developed  a  four  page  summary  of  the 
17  volume  United  Methodist  series  “Into 
Our  Third  Century"— what  may  be  the 
best  and  most  comprehensive  series  on 
the  contemporary  and  future  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States. 
My  overview  also  suggests  some  ways 
that  you  might  use  the  books. 

For  $1  to  cover  handling  expenses,  I 
will  mail  you  a  copy.  Write  Bicentennial 
Overview,  Box  308,  Dumont,  Iowa  50625. 

Marvin  E.  Ceynar 
Dumont,  Iowa 

Abortion  indefensible 

To  the  Editor: 

We  are  glad  that  the  abortion  issue  is 
being  aired  in  the  editorial  section  of  the 
Reporter.  It  seems  this  issue  has  divided 
our  country  socially  as  no  other  issue  has 
in  our  lifetime. 

One  thing  that  troubles  us  is  the  im¬ 
plied  idea  of  those  defending  abortion 
that  somehow  life  before  birth  is  nothing 
(just  sort  of  a  worthless  blob),  that  it 
doesn’t  become  a  child— a  “person”— 
until  it  is  bom.  We  believe  nothing  could 
be  further  from  the  truth. 

When  does  a  baby's  life  begin?  People 


have  hemmed  and  hawed  about  that  for 
years.  We  now  know  scientifically,  be¬ 
yond  dispute,  that  life  begins  at  concep¬ 
tion.  We  have  the  evidence  of  the  test 
tube  baby.  This  evidence  should  be  con¬ 
vincing  to  all,  even  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court. 

An  unborn  baby  is  a  baby,  no  matter 
what  its  stage  of  development  within  the 
womb.  It  is  not  something  else. 

At  2  Vt  months  it  is  fully  developed.  It 
grows  only  larger  after  that.  It  has  the 
same  bodily  functions  within  the  womb 
as  it  does  after  it  is  bora.  It  eats,  and  it 
sleeps— and  it  even  thinks,  believe  it  or 
not. 

It  is  a  separate  human  being.  It  is  not 
a  part  of  the  mother’s  body.  It  resides 
only  within  it  and  depends  on  her  for  its 
nourishment. 

To  those  in  doubt  about  the  beginning 
of  life,  we  recommend  reading  Psalm 
139:15-16:  “When  my  bones  were  being 
formed,  carefully  put  together  in  my 
mother's  womb,  when  I  was  growing 
there  in  secret,  you  know  that  I  was 
there— you  saw  me  before  I  was  born. 
The  days  allotted  to  me  had  all  been 
recorded  in  your  book,  before  any  of 
them  ever  began.” 

As  a  nation  we  are  treading  on  dan¬ 
gerous  ground.  Shouldn’t  we  ask  our¬ 
selves  how  we  can  have  the  audacity  to 
play  God  and  choose  which  babies  to 
destroy  and  which  ones  to  let  live? 

And  isn’t  it  ironic,  to  say  the  least,  that 
the  waiting  lists  to  adopt  babies  grow 
longer  and  longer? 

Carl  and  Hazel  Ortloff 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

UMs  must  show  influence 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodist  influence  is  not 
great. 

We  tried  unsuccessfully  during  the 
1984  Bicentennial  to  have  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service  issue  a  commemorative  postage 
stamp  honoring  the  Circuit  Rider.  Our 
petitions  were  ignored. 

Now.  a  look  at  the  1985  philatelic 
schedule  reveals  stamps  planned  to  hon¬ 
or  Father  Edward  Flanagan,  Roman 
Catholic  founder  of  Boy's  Town;  YMCA 
Camping;  Boy  Scouts;  Big  Brothers/Big 
Sisters— to  name  just  a  few.  Also,  such 
subjects  as  horses,  decoys,  seashells  and 
Halley's  Comet  have  been  honored. 

Surely  the  Methodist  impact  on  the 
early  frontier  and  our  young  nation  was 
greater  than  decoys  and  seashells!  If  we 
are  to  survive  as  a  denomination,  our  9 
million  members  must  find  more  cohe¬ 
sive  ways  to  influence  decisions  and  pub¬ 
lic  policy  during  our  third  century. 

David  H.  Witt 
Washington,  D.C. 


should  be  his  since  all  of  them  were  full 
of  his  corn.  Warrior  A  disagreed. 

While  they  were  arguing  and  getting 
no  place,  the  chief’s  son  ran  up  yelling 
that  Warrior  A’s  cattle  had  finished  War¬ 
rior  B’s  corn  and  had  started  on  the 
chief’s.  The  chief  roared:  “Enough  of  this 
democracy!  Get  your  cows  out  of  my 
corn,  or  I’ll  have  your  head  and  your 
cows  too  before  the  sun  goes  down.” 

He  had  a  powerful  roar  for  a  toothless 
old  man,  and,  besides,  he  had  two  sons 
who  looked  like  Mr.  T. 

One  of  Warrior  A’s  cows  had  foun¬ 
dered  itself  in  the  chief’s  corn  patch,  so 
our  hero  hinted  he  could  use  it  for  the 
grand  banquet  for  T-bone  steak  and  hash- 
browns.  The  old  chief  was  grateful  about 
the  one-wife  rule,  so  he  gave  it  to  him, 
no  charge  —  just  to  get  it  out  of  the  corn. 

The  day  of  the  grand  opening  of  the 
Lord’s  Banquet  Hall,  the  general  manag¬ 
er  and  his  wife  were  seated  at  the  best 
table  with  the  old  chief  and  his  young 
wife.  The  old  chief  couldn’t  eat  it— no 
teeth,  you  remember. 

Meanwhile  the  manager,  our  hero, 
was  at  the  door  screening  the  clientele. 
He  turned  away  a  hungry  Hindu,  a  starv¬ 
ing  Zulu  and  a  puny  Pygmy  because  they 
didn’t  say  the  Lord’s  name  the  way  he 
did.  From  then  on  things  went  downhill. 

No  one  who  came  to  the  Lord’s  Ban¬ 
quet  Hall  quite  measured  up  to  the  man¬ 
ager’s  notion  of  who  was  fit  to  eat  there. 
When  the  prevailing  winds  blew  down 
the  Lord’s  Banquet  Hall  within  six 
months,  the  old  chief  barely  noticed,  ex¬ 
cept  that  his  young  wife  didn’t  have  to 
walk  so  far  for  wood  to  burn  under  the 
old  iron  pot  the  missionaries  had  brought 
some  100  years  ago  or  so. 

In  the  meantime,  back  in  the  U.S.  of 
A.,  the  bearded  one  hadn’t  given  up  his 
dream  of  taking  the  Lord’s  Banquet  to 
Africa.  He  talked  to  his  dad,  and  his  dad 
didn’t  really  want  him  to  go  that  far 
from  home,  but  he  hugged  and  kissed 
him  (and  that  wasn’t  easy  because  he 
had  been  raised  on  that  “Puritan  Ethics” 
book  too!)  and  he  said,  "Bless  you  my 
son.  My  thoughts  and  prayers  will  go 
with  you  every  step  of  the  way,  but  for 
heaven’s  sake  get  rid  of  those  sandals 
and  put  on  a  decent  pair  of  shoes.” 

The  bearded  one  made  up  a  light¬ 
weight  backpack  that  had  a  windbreaker 
and  a  pup  tent  and  a  few  necessities:  a 
little  red  Gideon  Testament  and  Psalms 
and  his  handy-dandy  official  Boy  Scout 


"The  day  of  the  grand  opening. " 

knife.  During  the  farewells  his  dad  tied 
on  a  pair  of  really  good  running  shoes. 
Dads  are  like  that. 

So  the  bearded  one  hiked  and  hitched 
his  way  to  the  coast  and  signed  on  a 
tramp  steamer  to  work  his  way  to  Afri1 
ca,  and  then  he  hiked  down  some  more 
strange  paths. 

It  was  beginning  to  get  dark  and  he 
was  whistling.  (I  think  the  tune  was 
"Just  a  Closer  Walk  with  Thee.”)  He  saw 
an  old  man  stirring  something  in  an  old 
iron  pot.  It  was  the  old  chief.  (His  young 
wife  had  taken  a  long  walk  without  asking. ) 

The  bearded  one  hunkered  down  by 
the  fire  and  said,  “Friend,  if  you  will 
allow  me  to  warm  myself  by  the  fire  and 
share  whatever  you  have  in  the  pot, 
brother,  what  a  story  I  have  to  tell  you 
about  the  Lord’s  Banquet  that  has  been 
prepared  for  you  and  me.  It’s  for  us  to 
share  and  the  main  course  is  love.” 

And  the  two  of  them  lived  reasonably 
happily  for  some  time.  The  bearded  one 
was  accepted  as  a  member  of  the  tribe 
even  though  they  couldn’t  understand 
why  he  insisted  on  wearing  those  disrep¬ 
utable  sandals  when  bare  feet  were 
much  more  comfortable. 

The  moral  of  the  story:  I  believe  the 
Lord  loves  me  as  much  as  he  loves  all  his 
people,  no  matter  what  kind  of  shoes  we 
wear— or  don’t  wear.  Another  moral 
might  be:  Do  not  “do  unto  others”  unless 
others  want  to  be  done  to! 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  Annabelle  Trenbeath,  is  a 
member  of  Neche  UMC,  Neche.  North 
Dakota  (North  Dakota  Conference ).) 


My  Witness 

We  must  recognize 
ways  to  share  love 


Anna  Hess 


By  ANNA  C.  HESS 

It  was  March,  and  she  had  lost  her 
third  job.  She  is  only  17,  and  she  had  lost 
her  job  because  she  was  swearing  at  sec¬ 
ond  grade  children.  Her  learning  to  cope 
with  work  situations  is  imperative  since 
she  is  in  a  work-study  program  at  school. 

She  and  I  went  to  a  private  place  to 
talk.  Her  justification  for  her  actions  is 
that  her  mother  had  died  when  she  was 
young.  I  told  her  that  my  mother  had  not 
died— but  she  had  spent  a  lot  of  time 
hitting  me. 

Her  grandmother  (who  gives  her  "no 
freedom")  is  working  very  hard  to  help 
her  learn  right  from  wrong.  Her  job  co¬ 
ordinator  fusses  at  her  because  he  wants 
her  to  become  a  responsible  adult.  She 
and  I  need  to  look  around,  realizing  that 
we  will  never  know  a  mother’s  love,  and 
realize  how  much  love  is  to  be  found  in 
relationships  around  us. 

God  offers  us  a  myriad  of  opportuni¬ 


ties  to  share  His  love.  I  told  her  that  I 
believe  God  gave  me  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  her  class  to  share  the  love  He 
has  given  me  and  to  treat  them  as  I  wish 
I  had  been  treated.  We  need  to  be  aware 
of  these  opportunities  because  some  may 
not  come  again. 

For  her,  the  opportunity  repeated  it¬ 
self:  She  is  working  with  another  class  of 
young  children.  Maybe  this  time,  it  will 
be  right  for  her. 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Anna  Hess, 
teaches  special  education  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Highland  UMC  in  Odessa, 
Texas  (New  Mexico  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


ANNOUNCING.  .  . 

A  SOUND 
INVESTMENT 
(UMDF) 
SOUNDS 
EVEN  BETTER 
(IRA) 

Now  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  is  offering 
Individual  Retirement  Accounts  that  work  for  your  Church 
while  working  for  you.  Your  money 

•  builds  churches 

•  builds  your  fortune 

•  cuts  your  1984  taxes. 

Send  for  more  information  about  this  new  opportunity  to  do 
something  concrete  for  the  future  of  United  Methodism  while 
earning  benefits  for  yourself. 


Ms  Nova  Langston 

UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive.  Room  303-S-6 
New  York.  N.Y.  10115 

NAME  _ 


STATE _ 


PHONE  NUMBER _ 

The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where 
the  fund  is  exempt  or  registered  Call  collect  or  write  for  a  free 
prospectus  and  further  information.  (Phone  212-870-3856) 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

In  a  great  outpouring  of  compassion, 
United  Methodists  gave  nearly  $4  mil¬ 
lion  to  combat  world  hunger  in  the  clos¬ 
ing  weeks  of  1984  (see  graphic), 
v  It  was  a  grand  finale  to  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  year  of  giving  by  United  Methodists 
to  help  the  world’s  needy. 

During  1984,  United  Methodists  gave 
$25.3  million  to  designated  mission 
causes  through  Advance  Specials.  That 
was  a  record,  surpassing  by  19.9  percent 
the  amount  contributed  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance  during  1983. 

It  was  the  Africa  famine  and  the  pub¬ 
licity  of  it  through  U.S.  public  and  reli¬ 
gious  media  that  really  sent  United 
Methodists  dipping  into  their  pockets 
and  bank  accounts  to  help,  primarily  in 
December. 

$1.8  million  was  collected  through  the 
special  Global  Food  Crisis— Ethiopia 
fund.  UM  officials  were  forced  to  start 
fhat  fund  in  November  when  so  many 
United  Methodists  on  their  own  sent  gifts 
jearmarked  to  meet  needs  in  the  highly 
publicized  famine. 

,  Once  the  fund  was  announced,  gener¬ 
osity  from  local  congregations  seemed 
fo  know  no  end. 

.  They  also  stepped  up  their  giving  to 
longer-standing  Advance  Specials  ear¬ 
marked  for  helping  people— in  all  of  Af¬ 
rica,  other  parts  of  the  world  and  parts 
of  the  United  States— to  avoid  food  cri¬ 
ses  and  to  be  able  to  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves.  $900,000  was  collected  for  those 
Advance  Specials  ih  December  alone. 

On  Dec.  9,  the  Council  of  Bishops  de¬ 
cided  the  conditions  in  Africa  deserved 
even  more  attention  and  issued  a  hunger 
appeal  for  $2.5  million.  By  the  end  of  the 
month,  $1.2  million  had  been  collected 
for  that  fund. 

Many  other  organizations  have  been 
asking  the  American  public  for  money, 
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Kansas  West  votes  to  sell  hospital 

Negotiated  plan  to  put  $32  million  into  conference  health  ministries 


UMR  GRAPHIC  BY  ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 

too,  and  many  don’t  have  nearly  the  solid 
record  of  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  (UMCOR).  One  in  Califor¬ 
nia  recently  was  implicated  in  scandal. 

Then  last  week,  the  Rev.  William 
Franklin  Graham  III  announced  that 
Ethiopia  is  “awash  in  food.  If  there  are 
any  organizations  raising  money  to  buy 
food  for  Ethiopia,  I’d  be  careful  of 
them.” 

Mr.  Graham,  the  32-year-old  son  of 
evangelist  Billy  Graham  heads  an  orga¬ 
nization  called  Samaritan’s  Purse  which 
helps  meet  emergency  needs  of  overseas 
churches  and  missions. 

“I  saw  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
trucks  filled  with  grain  coming  into  the 
country,”  he  said.  But  the  problem  is 
having  the  vehicles  and  fuel  to  transport 
the  grain  to  the  starving  people,  he  said. 

UMCOR  chief  executive  Norma  Kehr- 
berg  told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice:  “I  want  to  assure  United 
Methodists  that  we  have  the  utmost  con¬ 
fidence  the  funds  we  are  sending  tto  col¬ 
league  agencies  in  Ethiopia  are  being 
used  in  accordance  with  the  donors’ 
wishes.” 

Because  UMCOR  has  long-standing 
relationships  with  projects  in  most  na¬ 
tions,  it  keeps  track  of  what  is  needed 
and  what  is  not,  she  has  said. 

“One  hundred  percent  of  every  dollar 
donated  for  Africa  hunger  relief  through 
UMCOR  goes  to  feed  and  rehabilitate 
starving  people,  since  other  church  funds 
cover  UMCOR’s  administrative  costs,” 
she  said. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

SALINA,  Kan.— United  Methodists  in 
the  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference  re¬ 
linquished  control  of  Wesley  Medical 
Center  in  Wichita  for  $32  million  here 
Feb.  1. 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time  a 
United  Methodist-related  hospital  has 
been  sold  to  a  for-profit  corporation. 

This  brought  the  emotionally  charged 
issue  of  church  ownership  and  mission  in 
the  huge  750-bed  hospital  to  something 
of  a  watershed.  Proponents  said  the  sale 
paved  the  way  for  “new  and  exciting” 
precedents  for  the  health  care  mission  of 
the  entire  church. 

The  delegates,  meeting  in  special  ses¬ 
sion  at  an  iced-over  Kansas  Wesleyan 
University,  voted  by  secret  written  bal¬ 
lot  358  in  favor  and  ^52  opposed  (60  per¬ 
cent  to  40  percent)  to  the  $265  million 
sale  of  Wesley  Medical  Center  to  Hospi¬ 
tal  Corporation  of  America. 

Debate  started  with  letter 

Debate  had  raged  in  Kansas  after 
Wesley  Medical  Center’s  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  signed  a  letter  of  intent  Nov.  20, 
1984,  to  sell  the  hospital  to  the  Nashville- 
based  corporation.  The  original  letter 
called  for  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  go  into 
Wesley  Medical  Center  Endowment 
Foundation,  a  development  fund  related 
to  the  hospital  but  not  to  the  annual  con¬ 
ference.  A  predecessor  conference  to  the 
current  Kansas  West  conference  started 
the  hospital  in  1912. 

Questions  were  raised  about  the  con¬ 
ference’s  legal  right  to  say  anything 
about  the  sale.  Nonetheless,  almost  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  announcement  of  the 
intended  sale,  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks, 
new  to  the  conference  as  of  last  Septem¬ 
ber,  formed  a  special  task  force  to  study 
the  sale. 

After  a  month  of  study  between  the 
task  force  and  a  special  committee  from 
the  medical  center  board  of  trustees,  a 
“deal”  was  struck,  giving  the  conference 
full  control  over  part  of  the  expected 
proceeds  from  the  sale.  The  “deal"  also 
gave  the  conference  more  control  over 
the  soon-to-be-enriched  endowment 


foundation  and  retained  conference  in¬ 
volvement  in  medical  center  control  even 
though  ownership  was  to  be  signed  away. 

Changes  agreed  on  by  the  two  bar¬ 
gaining  groups  and  approved  by  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  here  Feb.  1  without  amend¬ 
ment  include  the  following  provisions : 

•  $65  million  of  the  $265  million  sale 
price  will  liquidate  the  medical  center’s 
indebtedness. 

•  $32  million  from  the  remaining  $200 
million  proceeds  will  go  into  health  and 
welfare  ministries  in  the  Kansas  West 
Annual  Conference. 

•  Wesley  Medical  Center  Endowment 
Foundation  (which  will  control  the  re¬ 
maining  $168  million  in  proceeds)  must 
have  a  board  of  trustees  made  up  of  at 
least  51  percent  United  Methodists,  thus 
providing  an  “organic”  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  conference  and  the  endow¬ 
ment  foundation. 

•  Wesley  Medical  Center’s  board  of 
trustees  must  always  include  at  least 
two  Kansas  West  United  Methodist  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents,  and  the  board’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  must  always  include 
at  least  one  of  those  two  superintendents. 

•  The  presiding  bishop  of  the  United 
Methodist  Kansas  Area  will  have  “privi¬ 
lege  of  standing”  on  the  medical  center 
board. 

Bishop  sets  easy  tone 

What  appeared  to  be  the  beginning  of 
an  emotionally  charged  debate  here  Feb. 
1  between  those  who  favored  selling 
Wesley  and  thereby  gain  opportunity  to 
enter  “new  mission  fields  which  require 
lots  of  money”  and  those  who  cried  that 
the  church  was  “selling  out  its  mission” 
was  tempered  quickly  by  Bishop  Hicks’ 
easygoing  and,  at  times,  humorous  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  issue. 

Lamenting  that  this,  his  first  meeting 
with  the  conference,  was  under  such 
stressful  circumstances,  the  Kansas- 
born  bishop  told  the  emotionally  tense 
crowd,  “When  the  wakeup  call  came  this 
morning  in  our  motel  room  and  I  put  my 
feet  on  the  cold  floor— (the  overnight  low 
in  Salina  was  minus-15)— I  said  ‘Lord,  I 
don’t  want  to  be  a  bishop  today.’ 

“And  you  know  what  the  Lord  told 


Director,  volunteers  revive  prison  ministry 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

CARBONDALE,  Ill. -The  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Warner  has  revived  a  financially 
ailing  United  Methodist-related  prison 
ministry  based  here  by  enriching  it  with 
a  wealth  of  volunteers. 

After  35  years  as  a  “happy  and  com¬ 
fortable  pastor"  at  several  United  Meth¬ 
odist  local  churches  in  Illinois,  he  left  the 
pastorate  in  1981. 

Mr.  Warner  became  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Ministry  of  Criminal 
Justice,  a  statewide  outreach  program 
of  assistance  to  inmates,  ex-offenders, 
parolees  and  probationers,  that  had  fall¬ 
en  on  hard  financial  times. 


GLORIETA 

6ki  Bible  Conference 

Anytime  December  13,  1984,  through 
April  7,  1985  (except  Dec.  24  &  25) 


SI 45.80  per  person 
\  (higher  Dec.  26 — Jon.  1 ) 

\  Includes  4  nighrs'  lodging  or  four 
\  per  room.  8  meals,  Bible 
I  conference.  3  full  days  skiing  or 
Sanra  Fe  Ski  Bosin.  lifr  rickers, 

|  equipmenr  renrol,  and 

insrrucrions  If 
desired! 

I  Also  o  Cross 
|  Counrry  ski 
I  pockoge  ovoiloble 
1  Jon. — Mar. 
f  Oursranding  evening 
*  Bible  srudy  provided. 
*or  you  may  plon  your 
^ own.  For  reservations 
r/ { Si 5. 00  per  person  deposit) 
/  or  information  on  packoges. 

/ conracr  Gloriera  Baptist  Conference 
Cenrer.  Box  8,  Gloriera.  NM.  87535 


Mr.  Warner,  61,  has  revived  the  minis¬ 
try  to  the  point  that  it  has  650  volunteers 
in  40  counties  across  Illinois. 

“In  1984,”  he  said, “the  volunteers 
gave  17,000  hours  in  service  to  8,000  in¬ 
carcerated  or  formerly  incarcerated 
persons. 

Variety  of  services  offered 

“Those  hours  of  service  mean  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  activities,  and  they  vary  according 
to  the  resources  of  the  volunteer  groups. 
Some  volunteers  go  to  jails  or  prisons  or 
women’s  correctional  units  and  conduct 
worship  services,  play  games  or  give 
birthday  parties.  Some  correspond  with 
inmates  regularly. 

“Others  go  to  work  camps  and  work 
release  centers  and  provide  counseling, 
and  some  take  groups  of  inmates  away 
from  the  jails  to  church  services  or  on  a 
picnic. 

“We  also  are  branching  out  to  help 
persons  after  their  release  with  what 
they  will  need  to  ‘survive’  on  the  outside. 

“We  help  them  deal  with  the  red  tape 
of  society  in  general  by  assisting  them  in 
locating  shelter,  clothing,  health  care  or 
even  information  on  completing  high 
school  or  college  courses  they  started 
while  incarcerated. 

“One  way  we  do  this  is  by  pairing 
incarcerated  persons  with  volunteers 
from  the  same  county.  When  the  inmate 
is  released  the  volunteer  will  already 
have  built  up  a  relationship  with  him  or 
her.” 

Paid  only  for  miles  and  meals 

Looking  back  on  his  earlier  days  with 
the  ministry,  Mr.  Warner  recalled  that 
directorship  of  the  ministry  began  for 
him  as  a  part-time  job  with  payment 
only  for  the  miles  he  drove  across  Illi¬ 
nois  looking  for  volunteers  and  the  meals 
he  ate. 


Reba  L.  Mitchell  (left)  and  Ethel  Large  of  Carrier  Mills,  Ill.,  send  valentines 
to  prisoners  as  two  of  hundreds  of  volunteers.  Above  right  is  the  Rev.  William 
Warner,  director  of  the  Illinois  ministry. 
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"Maybe  I  was  crazy  to  take  it,”  he 
joked,  “but  once  I  got  into  it  and  began 
to  visit  the  jails  and  prisons  across  the 
state,  I  discovered  the  tremendous  needs 
and  loneliness  of  inmates.  I  also  learned 
how  sharing  a  little  time  with  those  be¬ 
hind  bars  can  help  to  strengthen  them  out. 

The  Ministry  of  Criminal  Justice  was 
founded  in  1977  by  another  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister,  the  Rev.  Bill  Johnson.  It 
thrived  for  four  years  on  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  in  grants  from  the 
state  and  funds  from  Illinois’  three  annu¬ 
al  conferences,  but  in  1981  state  funds 
were  cut  drastically  and  so  was  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  ministry. 

The  ailing  ministry  also  was  beset  by 
embezzlement  and  serious  illness.  The 
former  business  manager  disappeared 
with  $12,000  from  the  treasury  and  the 
ministry’s  financial  books.  And  the  one 
remaining  staff  person,  founder  and  di¬ 
rector  Mr.  Johnson,  developed  health 
problems  that  caused  him  to  leave  and 
hire  the  new  director,  Mr.  Warner. 

Undaunted  by  the  shortage  of  funds 
and  help,  Mr.  Warner  looked  for  an  eco¬ 
nomical  yet  meaningful  way  of  restoring 
the  strength  and  enthusiasm  the  organi¬ 
zation  once  had.  His  solution  was  to  re¬ 
build  the  organization  by  constructing  a 
network  of  volunteers  across  the  state. 


In  1982  Mr.  Warner  drove  across  Illi¬ 
nois,  county  by  county,  in  an  attempt  to 
garner  volunteers. 

“If  persons  are  interested  in  becoming 
volunteers,  a  CUP— Communities  Up¬ 
holding  Persons— group  is  formed,”  he 
said.  “Next  the  volunteers  go  through  an 
initial  three-hour  training  session  with 
me.” 

Fruits  appear  many  miles  later 

One  year  and  thousands  of  miles  later, 
Mr.  Warner  saw  the  first  fruits  of  his 
labor,  as  interest  in  the  countywide 
groups  began  to  form. 

“I’ve  worn  out  six  cars  during  my 
three  years  here  as  director  because  I 
still  drive  about  40,000  miles  annually 
checking  in  with  each  chapter,”  Mr. 
Warner  said. 

According  to  Mr.  Warner,  the  average 
size  of  a  chapter  is  20  persons,  and,  on  a 
statewide  basis,  50  percent  of  the  volun¬ 
teers  are  United  Methodist.  There  are 
usually  more  women  volunteers  than 
men,  and  many  husband  and  wife  teams 
are  involved.  The  average  age  of  a  vol¬ 
unteer  is  45-50. 

"Our  plans  include  further  expansion 
to  assist  the  families  of  the  incarcerated 
and  even  the  victims  of  their  crimes,”  he 
said. 


me?"  he  asked,  smiling:  ‘“Get  up  and  get 
your  pants  on.’" 

Laughter  from  the  666  registered  del¬ 
egates  and  a  near-capacity  crowd  of  vis¬ 
itors  filled  the  college’s  spacious  main 
auditorium;  then  a  morning  of  well-stra- 
tegized  debate  began. 

National  impact  predicted 

The  Rev.  Chester  Osborn,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  from  Hutchinson,  Kan., 
who  chaired  the  conference’s  strategy 
task  force,  presented  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  sell  and  told  conference  members 
that  their  decision  would  make  a  “signif¬ 
icant  impact  around  the  nation."  Other 
United  Methodist-related  institutions,  he 
said,  were  paying  close  attention  to  the 
outcome. 

In  outlining  the  task  force’s  recom¬ 
mendation,  Dr.  Osborn  referred  several 
times  to  Kansas  West’s  opportunities  to 
"forge  new  ground”  in  health  care  mis¬ 
sions  that  “go  beyond  the  brick  and  mor¬ 
tar”  of  an  affiliation  with  a  hospital. 

“To  say  yes  is  to  know  that  there  will 
still  be  an  acute-care  hospital  intact  and 
we  will  have  the  income  from  the  sale  of 
Wesley  for  additional  health  care  minis¬ 
tries”  that  the  conference  has  never  been 
able  to  afford,  he  said. 

Speaking  in  supposedly  “neutral”  eco¬ 
nomic  terms,  another  conference  mem¬ 
ber,  the  Rev.  Gary  Wingete,  explained 
how  the  federal  government  had  put 
ceilings  on  amounts  it  will  pay  for  cer¬ 
tain  health  care  procedures.  Mr.  Wingete 
is  vice  president  of  Health  Systems  of 
Southeast  Kansas,  a  health  planning 
agency  that  administers  federal  funds, 

"Reduction  in  federal  spending  for 
health  care  what  we’ve  been  begging  for 
but  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  have  quit 
flowing  into  the  health  care  industry” 
and  independent  hospitals  are  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  battle  the  competition,  he  con¬ 
tended. 

“It’s  extremely  important  for  this  an¬ 
nual  conference  to  understand  that  Wes¬ 
ley  Medical  Center  as  we  have  known  it 
is  gone;  it  doesn't  matter  what  way  we 
vote  today,"  he  said. 

Opponents  given  one  hour 

Opponents  of  the  sale  were  allowed 
one  hour  to  present  their  arguments. 

Among  those  speakers  were  Roy 
House,  president  emeritus  of  Wesley 
Medical  Center,  and  the  Rev.  James  E. 
Lansdowne  II,  retired  executive  vice 
president  of  the  medical  center  and  re¬ 
tired  president  of  the  Wesley  Medical 
Endowment  Foundation. 

“There  has  never  been  a  sale  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  one  of  the 
missions  of  the  church,"  said  Mr.  Lans¬ 
downe,  who  spent  13  years  under  special 
appointment  to  Wesley  Medical  Center. 
He  argued  that  the  task  force  had  pre¬ 
sented  only  a  one-sided  report  in  favor  of 
the  sale. 

Mr.  House  said  that  if  the  sale  were 
approved,  Wesley  officials  would  be  vio¬ 
lating  “a  good  faith  promise”  they  had 
signed  with  40  smaller  regional  hospitals 
in  Kansas  when  all  of  them,  including 
Wesley,  had  created  Health  Frontiers 
some  years  ago.  Health  Frontiers  is  a 
cooperative  purchasing  group. 

Wesley  officials  countered  by  saying 
that  the  sale  would  not  represent  an 
“abandonment”  of  the  smaller  outlying 
hospitals. 

Others  speaking  in  opposition  warned 
that  the  sale  would  relinquish  local  con¬ 
trol  of  the  hospital  and  claimed  that  the 
task  force  report  was  based  on  “fear” 
rather  than  on  “faith.” 

The  conference  early  that  morning 
had  voted  privilege  of  the  floor,  if  it  was 
asked  for.  to  a  number  of  persons  from 
outside,  including  a  representative  of 
Hospital  Corporation  of  America. 

The  only  speaker  from  outside  the 


Sanctuary  movement  gets 
social  action  agency  boost 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Affirma¬ 
tive  support  for  individuals  and  congre¬ 
gations  providing  sanctuary  for  Central 
Americans  has  been  called  for  by  top 
leaders  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
chief  social  action  agency. 

Released  in  the  wake  of  the  indictment 
of  16  church  workers  in  Arizona  and  the 
arrest  of  60  refugees  across  the  country, 
the  statement,  urges  congregations  to 
study  denominational  statements  on  the 
issue  and  join  in  “speaking  out  against 
the  punitive  actions”  of  the  U.S.  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Naturalization  Service  and 
Department  of  Justice. 

“Through  such  witness  and  action’’ 
United  Methodists  “can  send  a  powerful 
message  to  our  national  leaders,  and  to 
the  leaders  of  Latin  American  countries 
.  .  .  that  not  all  U.S.  citizens  support  the 
present  punitive  violations  of  human 
rights,”  the  statement  said.  It  was  signed 


conference  was  the  Rev.  Robert  Hower¬ 
ton,  senior  vice  president  of  religious  af¬ 
fairs  at  Methodist  Hospital  of  Memphis. 
Mr.  Howerton  read  a  resolution  from  the 
United  Wesleyan  Hospital  Association, 
which  met  recently  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  In 
effect  the  resolution  called  for  more  study 
of  the  proposed  sale  in  Kansas,  with  “full 
disclosure  and  open  discussion.” 

Mr.  Howerton  also  said  that  the  Unit-' 
ed  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries,  which  he  also  repre¬ 
sented,  was  concerned  that  the  Wesley 
sale  "will  set  a  precedent  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  go  out  of  health 
care  ministries." 

Questions,  comments  offered 

After  debate  on  both  sides  of  the  issue, 
the  floor  was  opened  to  questions  or 
comments. 

One  who  raised  an  issue  that  has  be¬ 
come  common  across  the  church  in  the 
wake  of  the  bankruptcy  of  hospitals  and 
homes  related  to  the  former  Pacific  and- 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  was  the  Rev. 
Dale  Dunlap,  a  professor  at  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Dr.  Dunlap,  a  member  of  the  Kansas 
West  conference,  said  he  was  “aston¬ 
ished”  that  the  annual  conference  that 
had  "fallen  over  itself”  trying  to  dis¬ 
tance  itself  from  the  hospital  and  its  li¬ 
abilities  (in  recent  years)  would  make 
such  an  effort  to  retain  it. 

“We’re  not  talking  about  getting  out  of 
health  and  welfare  ministries.  Let  us 
think  of  this  as  an  opportunity  to  have  an 
impact  on  the  whole  matter  of  health 
care  and  health  care  delivery  in  this 
country,”  he  added. 

Lengthy  litigation  foreseen 

In  closing  remarks,  layman  Gary 
Sherrer,  a  Wichita  banker  and  president 
of  the  conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  called  for  the  con¬ 
ference  to  “quit  arguing  for  brick  and 
mortar.” 

He  added  that  “to  say  no  (to  this  deal) 
is  to  second  guess  our  medical  center 
board  of  trustees  and  to  guarantee  addi¬ 
tional  legal  fees  (in  any  litigation  which 
might  have  ensued). 

"To  say  yes  ...  is  to  respond  to  the 
opportunity  God  has  put  before  us.” 

After  the  vote  was  taken  and  the  deci¬ 
sion  announced,  further  questions  were 
raised  concerning  three  huge  cross  and 
flames  signs,  representing  the  symbol  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  that  hang 
on  the  outside  of  Wesley  Medical  Center. 

Bishop  Hicks  explained  that  they 
would  “probably”  come  down  but  that 
the  decision  would  be  left  up  to  Hospital 
Corporation  of  America  and  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  which  owns 
rights  to  the  symbol. 

The  next  regular  session  of  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference  is  scheduled  for 
May  28-31  in  Wichita.  Bishop  Hicks  said 
he  will  appoint  another  special  commit¬ 
tee  to  study  how  the  $32  million  might  be 
spent  and  to  bring  recommendations  to 
the  conference  in  May. 

The  money  is  to  go  into  a  newly-creat¬ 
ed  foundation  controlled  entirely  by  the 
conference.  Starting  probably  in  April 
1986,  the  annual  conference  will  get  the 
$32  million  in  increments  of  $10  million 
for  each  of  three  years,  with  two  addi¬ 
tional  $1  million  payments  coming  for 
immediate  use  the  first  two  years. 

Wesley  Medical  Center  officials  said 
the  center’s  board  of  trustees  were 
scheduled  to  meet  Feb.  4  and  would  ap¬ 
prove  the  identical  agreement  that  the 
annual  conference  voted  here.  There  was 
no  indication  when  Hospital  Corporation 
of  America  and  Wesley  Medical  Center 
would  consummate  the  sale,  but  in¬ 
formed  observers  said  they  expected  it 
“right  away.” 


by  Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  of 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  Havi- 
land  C.  Houston,  general  secretary. 

“We  denounce  these  arrests  and  decry 
the  actions  and  tactics  used  .  .  .  against 
persons  and  churches  engaged  in  minis¬ 
tering  to  Salvadoran  and  Guatemalen 
refugees,’’  the  two  Church  and  Society 
leaders  said.  “The  tactics  seem  to  us  to 
be  deceitful  and  improper  for  a  law 
enforcement  agency.” 

Specifically,  the  Jan.  14  indictments 
and  arrests  violate  the  Refugee  Act  of 
1980,  Bishop  Grove  and  Dr.  Houston  said. 

Two  United  Methodists  were  among 
the  16  indicted  —  Phil  Conger  and  Peggy 
Hutchison,  both  of  Tucson,  Ariz.  Both 
pleaded  not  guilty  Jan.  23  in  Federal  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  in  Tucson  to  seven  counts 
ranging  from  conspiracy  to  transporting 
illegal  aliens. 


BOUNDARY  OF  REDDING  AND  WILTON,  Conn.— It's  only  fitting  that 
Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  Georgetown  United  Methodist 
Church,  their  building  across  the  street  from  each  other,  would  share  a  sign 
on  Church  Street.  photo  by  carl  f  w.  kohn 
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Confrontation  marks  Latin  America 


FEBRUARY  8,  1985  ' 

U.S.  consultation 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

AUSTIN,  Texas— The  meeting  here 
late  last  month  between  25  Christians 
from  the  United  States,  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean  under  sponsorship  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
U.S.  was  billed  as  a  “consultation”  on 
theology  and  reconciliation. 

But  the  impassioned  response  of  one 
Roman  Catholic  priest  from  Nicaragua 
to  a  Protestant  ltywoman  from  Minne¬ 
sota  came  across  to  most  North  Ameri¬ 
can  participants  as  more  the  language  of 
confrontation  than  of  consultation. 

“You’ve  spoken  of  giving  ‘help’  to  the 
poor  but  said  nothing  about  changing  the 
structures  that  keep  people  poor,"  the 
priest  said.  The  woman  had  just  de¬ 
scribed  her  church’s  typical  “mainline” 
efforts  to  help  poor  persons  through  food 
pantries,  financial  assistance,  employ¬ 
ment  counseling  and  the  like. 

“You’ve  spoken  about  ‘giving  assis¬ 
tance’  but  said  nothing  about  redistribut¬ 
ing  basic  resources,”  the  priest 
continued. 

And  by  contrast  with  Christianity 
practiced  in  the  United  States,  he  said,  to 
be  a  Christian  in  Latin  America  de¬ 
mands  “personal  risk  and  a  political 
commitment— a  preferential  option  for 
the  poor.”  An  “option  for  the  poor,”  he 
said,  means  that  the  Gospel  should  be 
interpreted  primarily  from  the  perspec¬ 
tive  of  the  needs  of  poor  persons. 

A  Chilean  church  worker  living  in  Cos¬ 
ta  Rica  had  made  much  the  same  point 
in  a  similarly  forceful  way  earlier  in  the 
meeting.  He  emphasized  the  social  and 
theological  gaps  between  the  North  and 
South  American  representatives  to  the 
meeting— “A  Theological  Consultation 
on  Confessing  Jesus  Christ  in  Critical 
Contexts"— by  saying  that  U.S.  and  Lat¬ 
in  American  Christians  worship  a  “dif¬ 
ferent  God.” 

“Our  God,  the  God  of  Jesus  Christ,  is 
God  of  the  poor,”  he  said. 

Not  prepared  for  style 

Judith  Kowalski,  the  Minnesota  lay- 
woman  whose  views  were  so  thoroughly 
discounted  by  the  Nicaraguan  priest,  lat¬ 
er  said  she  was  not  prepared  for  the 
Latin  American  style  of  presentation 
which  came  across  as  “authoritarian,”  in 
contrast  with  the  conversational  style  of 
dialogue  typical  among  U.S.  Christians. 

That  authoritarian  style  by  the  Latin 
American  participants,  however,  was 
evident  through  much  of  the  meeting, 
called  a  “first  of  its  kind”  by  its  organiz¬ 
ers,  the  NCC’s  Office  for  Latin  America 
and  Caribbean  Affairs. 

For  most  of  the  consultation,  the 


views,  needs  and  concerns  of  poor  per¬ 
sons  in  Latin  America  were  the  “critical 
context”  most  strongly  voiced,  some¬ 
times  to  the  point  of  overwhelming  the 
perspective  of  the  U.S.  participants  who 
spoke  from  the  standpoint  of  a  far  differ¬ 
ent  “critical  context”  of  largely  middle- 
class  Christians. 

Dr.  William  Tabb,  a  political  econo¬ 
mist  from  Queens  College  in  New  York 
City,  helped  explain  the  forcefulness  and 
the  apparently  authoritarian  style  with 
which  the  Latin  American  representa¬ 
tives  expressed  their  views. 

Latin  Americans,  he  said,  live  and 
work  in  a  part  of  the  world  where  80 
percent  of  the  people  are  poor.  Unlike 
the  U.S.,  he  said,  there  is  no  "middle 
class”  in  most  Latin  American  countries. 
That  reality  makes  it  difficult  for  Latin 
American  Christians  to  understand  the 
U.S.  church  and  its  theological  and  eco¬ 
nomic  diversity  or  even  to  consider  an 
“option”  that  does  not  focus  on  the  needs 
of  the  poor. 

Dr.  Tabb  said  that  although  the  Latin 
Americans  appear  to  be  confrontational 
when  meeting  with  persons  from  the 
United  States,  "they  don’t  see  them¬ 
selves  as  anti-anything.  They  are  just 
Christians  doing  their  work.” 

U.S.  Christians  ‘out  of  it’ 

In  some  ways,  however,  Latin  Ameri¬ 
cans  think  U.S.  Christians  are  “out  of  it” 
so  far  as  understanding  political,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  theological  reality  in  Third 
World  terms,  Dr.  Tabb  said. 

As  if  to  confirm  Dr.  Tabb’s  explana¬ 
tion,  Ms.  Kowalski  admitted  that  she 
knew  little  about  the  “liberation  theol¬ 
ogy”  perspective  of  her  Latin  American 
counterparts  before  attending  the  meet¬ 
ing,  thus  hindering  her  understanding  of 
their  perspective. 

The  Lutheran  laywoman,  an  official  in 
her  denomination’s  Church  and  Society 
office,  expressed  frustration,  however, 
that  she  was  not  notified  in  advance  that 
she  would  be  making  a  presentation  and, 
when  she  did,  it  was  not  translated  into 
Spanish  as  the  rest  of  the  proceedings 
were. 

As  a  result,  Ms.  Kowalski  said,  some 
of  the  Latin  Americans  mistook  her  “de¬ 
scription”  of  the  North  American  church 
to  be  a  “prescription”  for  the  church  in 
general. 

Other  difficulties  in  understanding, 
however,  were  not  so  readily  explained 
and  went  deeper  than  the  translation  of 
each  other’s  words. 

Is  ‘critical  distance’  possible? 

The  Rev.  Hilmer  Krause,  a  Lutheran 
pastor  and  instructor  at  the  Episcopal 
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War  and  poverty  are  etched  deep¬ 
ly  into  the  faces  of  these  refugees 
from  Nicaragua. 
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“U.S.  and  Latin 
American  Christians 
worship  a  different  God. 
Our  God  is  the  God  of 
the  poor.” 

—Chilean  church  worker 


“If  there  is  ‘another 
God’  being  proclaimed 
by  Latin  American 
Christians,  I’m 
concerned  that  this 
proclamation  may 
hinder  efforts  at 
reconciliation  between 
North  and  South 
American  Christians.” 
—U.S.  Lutheran  pastor 


Theological  Seminary  of  the  Southwest 
where  the  meeting  was  held,  wondered  if 
it  is  possible  for  the  church  to  choose  the 
kind  of  “option  for  the  poor”  that  the 
Nicaraguan  priest  described  and  still  re¬ 
tain  a  “critical  distance”  as  the  bearer 
of  the  Gospel. 

He  said  he  was  impressed  with  the 
“tremendous  unanimity  in  the  testimony 
that  comes  to  us  from  the  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  and  Caribbean  churches”  supporting 
an  “option  for  the  poor.” 

"But  if  there  is  ‘another  God’  being 
proclaimed  by  Latin  American  Chris¬ 
tians,  I’m  concerned  that  this  proclama¬ 
tion  may  hinder  efforts  at  reconciliation 
between  North  and  South  American 
Christians,”  Mr.  Krause  said. 

Some  Latin  American  participants  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  difficulty  raised  by  Mr. 
Krause.  A  Mexican  woman  said  there  is 
an  urgent  need  for  a  “different  model  of 
the  church”  in  which  the  differences  of 
North  and  South  American  Christians 
might  be  reconciled. 

But  for  that  to  occur,  she  said,  U.S. 
Christians  will  need  to  face  up  to  how 
their  government  uses  the  “phantom  of 
Marxism”  to  suppress  the  voice  of  Third 
World  Christians  who  also  desire  to 
spread  the  Gospel  as  they  know  it. 

No  new  ‘church  of  the  poor’ 

Another  Latin  American  participant, 
attempted  to  allay  any  fear  that  “we’re 
seeking  a  separate  new  church  of  the 
poor,"  as  some  U.S.  Christians  seem  to 
believe.  Instead,  he  said,  “We  are  seek¬ 
ing  a  church  that  is  capable  of  accepting 


conflict,”  internal  and  theological  as 
well  as  external  and  political,  as  a  part 
of  its  unity. 

Dr.  Donald  Dayton,  a  professor  at 
Northern  Baptist  Seminary  in  Lombard, 
Ill.,  and  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan 
Church  described  himself  as  a  “bridge 
builder”  between  diverse  elements  in  the 
church.  He  attempted  to  demonstrate  by 
an  analysis  of  U.S.  church  history  that 
there  are  both  social  and  theological 
points  of  contact  between  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  and  U.S.  Christians. 

He  described  how  basic  divisions 
among  U.S.  Christians  have  resulted  in  a 
very  confusing  and  fragmented  church 
situation.  The  main  difference  among 
Christians  of  the  “right”  and  “left,”  how¬ 
ever,  can  be  historically  discerned,  he 
said.  That  difference  has  to  do  with  their 
respective  views  of  history  and  of  God’s 
role  in  human  affairs. 

Mainline  Protestants,  Dr.  Dayton  said, 
see  God  at  work  in  history.  Therefore, 
the  task  of  the  church,  in  their  view,  is  to 
“cooperate  with  God”  in  order  to  make 
whatever  progress  is  possible  before  the 
Second  Coming  of  Christ. 

On  the  other  hand,  fundamentalists 
and  those  on  the  “underside”  of  main¬ 
stream  Protestantism  see  the  world  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  worse  because  of 
the  absence  of  widespread  belief  in  God, 
Dr.  Dayton  said.  Christians  with  that 
view  abandon  any  real  hope  that  they 
can  change  things  and  place  their  hope 
in  being  “raptured”  out  of  history  before 
the  end  of  time. 

There  is  evidence,  he  said,  that  the 


poor  in  the  U.S.  appear  to  identify  with 
the  latter  worldview.  Out  of  nine  million 
United  Methodists,  there  are  about  three 
million  in  church  on  Sunday,  he  said.  But 
among  churches  on  the  "underside”  of 
Methodism— the  Holiness  and  Nazarene 
Churches,  etc.— with  a  membership  of 
about  two  million,  there  are  more  than 
four  million  in  church  on  a  typical  Sun¬ 
day.  And  those  are  mostly  “blue  collar” 
and  lower  income  persons,  according  to 
Dr.  Dayton. 

These  churches  in  effect  have  exer¬ 
cised  “an  option  for  the  poor,”  thus  pro¬ 
viding  a  point  of  contact  between  North 
and  South  American  churches  that 
should  be  recognized  and  developed,  Dr. 
Dayton  said. 

Point  challenged 

That  point  was  challenged  by  Latin 
American  participants  who  noted  that 
the  “underside”  churches  to  which  Dr. 
Dayton  referred  were  mostly  white  and 
had  not  embraced  blacks  and  other  eth¬ 
nics  who  constitute  a  disproportionate 
number  of  poor  persons  in  the  U.S. 

In  another  attempt  at  “bridge-build¬ 
ing,”  Dr.  Dayton  said  that  Methodism’s 
emphasis  on  perfectionism  is  a  Wesleyan 
form  of  liberation  theology.  Combined 
with  Methodism’s  historic  social  con¬ 
cern,  that  same  perfectionism  has  its 
logical  fulfillment  in  a  liberation  theol¬ 
ogy  direction  similar  to  that  being  advo¬ 
cated  by  many  Latin  American  theolo¬ 
gians,  Dr.  Dayton  said. 

The  need  for  “solidarity”  among  the 
podr  in  the  north  and  south  was  repeat¬ 
edly  mentioned  by  Latin  American  par¬ 
ticipants.  But  a  Costa  Rican  church 
leader  pointed  out  that  the  situation  in 
Latin  America  was  at  least  as  fragment¬ 
ed  and  confusing  as  that  in  North  Ameri¬ 
ca.  He  said,  for  example,  that  he  had 
heard  there  were  352  sectarian  groups  in 
Chile  alone,  including  one  that  called  it¬ 
self  “The  Church  of  the  Last  Fried  Fish 
of  the  Last  Miraculous  Fishing  Trip.” 

“Welcome  to  our  confusion!”  he  said  to 
his  amused  U.S.  counterparts. 

The  Rev.  Leslie  Lett,  associate  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  Caribbean  Council  of 
Churches,  identified  a  similar  fragmen¬ 
tation  and  influx  of  sects  affecting 
church  life  in  the  Caribbean. 

During  the  1970’s,  Caribbean  churches 
also  experienced  a  hopeful  period  of  “re¬ 
gionalization”  in  the  form  of  growing 
political  and  religious  freedom  from  for¬ 
mer  colonial  powers,  including  the  U.S. 
and  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Lett  said.  Human 
rights  issues  and  a  concern  for  the  poor 
became  the  focal  points  of  the  churches 
during  that  time. 

Not  good  news  for  the  rich 

“We  chose  that  particular  bias,”  he 
said,  despite  criticism  from  some  quar¬ 
ters  that  it  was  “too  narrow.”  Dr.  Lett 
defended  that  “narrow”  choice— an  “op¬ 
tion  for  the  poor”— by  observing  that  “if 
you  experience  the  particular  very  pro¬ 
foundly,  you’re  on  to  something  univer¬ 


sal  in  the  human  experience.”  That 
includes  the  realization  that  what  is 
“good  news  for  the  poor  often  is  bad 
news  for  the  rich.”  he  said. 

Regionalization  was  short-lived,  Dr. 
Lett  said,  due  largely  to  what  happened 
in  Grenada  when  the  U.S.  took  military 
action  there.  id 

“Anything  not  American  is  being, 
called  communist,”  including  the  ecu-  ■ 
menical  movement,  he  said.  “We’ve  re-.' 
verted  to  complete  U.S.  domination  of 
the  Caribbean.  We’re  now  colonies 
again.” 

A  U.S.  participant  agreed  with  the  Ca-,-i 
ribbean  representative.  .>• 

Dr.  Darius  Swann  of  the  Interdenomi-;  . 
national  Theological  Center  in  Atlanta,  : 
observed  that  most  Americans  are 
brought  up  to  think  of  the  Monroe  Doc-  ! 
trine  as  a  great  thing.  [The  doctrine  is  ! 
frequently  invoked  to  justify  U.S.  inter-  ; 
vention  in  the  affairs  of  Latin  American  ! 
countries  because  of  the  perceived  vital  ! 
importance  of  those  countries  to  U.S.  se-  i 
curity.]  Thus,  they  see  nothing  wrong  j 
with  U.S.  domination  of  the  Caribbean  ! 
and  Latin  America. 

Solidarity  hasn’t  occurred 

Dr.  Swann  said  that  “solidarity  be-  ■ 
tween  U.S.  poor  and  the  poor  in  Latin  5 
America  has  not  yet  occurred”  because  '< 
of  widespread  distrust  among  Latin  ‘ 
Americans  of  U.S.  intentions.  In  addi-  ! 
tion,  he  said,  since  the  late  1970’s  there  j 
has  been  a  “denial  in  the  United  States  • 
that  there  really  is  any  economic  hard-  ■ 
ship  in  the  U.S.— and  a  portion  of  the  • 
church  accepts  that  denial.” 

Dr.  Anthony  Ugolnik,  a  Russian  Ortho-  1 
dox  and  professor  at  Franklin  and  Mar-  1 
shall  College  in  Lancaster,  Pennsyl-  • 
vania,  wondered  how  long  U.S.  Christians  • 
could  deny  the  reality  of  poverty  any-  < 
where  and  fail  to  experience  the  “pain”  < 
of  poverty. 

“Latin  American  poverty  calls  us  to  ; 
conversion,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Ugolnik  said  it  was  obvious  from  • 
the  meeting  that  there  was  a  “tremen-  ; 
dous  wall”  between  North  and  Latin  : 
American  Christians. 

He  said  he  left  the  meeting  with  the,, 
feeling  that  “consultation  had  begun”- 
but  that  the  experience  had  been  more 
beneficial  for  the  North  Americans  than 
for  the  Latin  American  participants  who 
“see  us  as  well-meaning  but  a  little  bit . 
slow.” 

Dr.  Michael  McGinnis,  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  professor  of  religion  at  LaSalle  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Philadelphia,  reflected  a 
similar  assessment.  , 

“The  North  American  group  came 
away  willing  to  look  at  the  political  im¬ 
plications  of  theology,  of  church  policy 
and  of  the  church’s  response  to  present 
U.S.  government  policies,”  Dr.  McGinnis 
said.  He  was  not  as  certain,  however, 
that  the  Latin  American  participants  ex¬ 
perienced  a  similar  gain  or  comparable 
insight  from  the  meeting. 


Conferences  face  UMC  constitution  decisions 


Ratification  on  General  Conference  amendments  begins  this  spring 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Proposals  to  give  diaconal  ministers 
votes  in  annual  conferences  and  to  clari¬ 
fy  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  status 
as  a  legal  entity  will  confront  members 
of  the  church’s  105  regional  governing 
bodies  during  1985. 

The  1984  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  three  proposed  amendments  to 
the  church’s  constitution.  But  for  those  to 
become  church  law  each  must  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  two-thirds  of  the  aggregate 
vote  of  members  of  the  denomination’s 
74  annual  and  missionary  conferences  in 
the  U.S.  and  its  31  provisional  and  cen¬ 
tral  conferences  overseas. 

Diaconal  rights  proposed 

One  amendment  would  give  diaconal 
ministers  full  voting  rights  in  annual 
conferences  as  lay  members.  Currently, 
diaconal  ministers  may  attend  and 
speak  during  annual  sessions  but  do  not 
have  automatic  votes  as  do  ordained 
clergy. 

The  proposal  from  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  would 
make  the  status  of  diaconal  ministers 
consistent  churchwide,  said  Joaquin 
Garcia,  an  executive  in  the  board’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Diaconal  Ministry.  Thirty-seven 
annual  conferences  already  grant  voting 
status  to  diaconal  ministers  as  lay  mem¬ 
bers. 

“If  the  amendment  passes,  they  (diac¬ 
onal  ministers)  will  not  be  taking  any  of 
the  places  of  lay  members  representing 
the  individual  charges  (churches),”  Mr. 
Garcia  said.  "They  will  have  automatic 
voting  status  like  the  president  of  United 
Methodist  Women  and  United  Methodist 
Men.” 

Diaconal  ministers  usually  hold  posi¬ 
tions  with  individual  churches  or  church 
agencies  and  are  consecrated  rather 
than  ordained.  Diaconal  ministers  are 
not  subject  to  annual  appointment  by  a 
bishop.  Instead,  they  find  their  own  jobs 
and  work  at  the  pleasure  of  the  employ¬ 
ing  church  or  agency. 

Positions  in  local  churches  that  diaco¬ 
nal  ministers  often  fill  include  business 
manager,  program  director,  Christian 
education  director  and  music  director. 

Property  ownership  clarified 

A  second  amendment,  proposed  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration,  would  make  clear  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a  denomina¬ 
tion  does  not  hold  title  to  property  be¬ 
longing  to  local  churches,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  or  general  church  agencies.  Indi¬ 
vidual  annual  conferences  or  church 
agencies  hold  title  to  property. 


Current  constitutional  wording  incor¬ 
rectly  vests  the  entire  denomination 
with  property  ownership,  said  Craig  Hos¬ 
kins,  general  counsel  for  the  Finance  and 
Administration  council.  Other  provisions 
in  the  Book  of  Discipline,  the  collection 
of  church  laws,  say  that  annual,  jurisdic¬ 
tional  and  general  conferences;  church 
agencies;  and  local  churches  hold  property 
"in  trust”  for  the  denomination. 

The  pending  amendment  would 
change  the  church  constitution  to  say 
that  property  would  “be  held  and  admin¬ 
istered  in  accordance  with  the  Book  of 
Discipline.” 

Besides  making  church  law  consistent, 
the  new  wording  would  make  future 
changes  to  rules  governing  title  to  prop¬ 
erty  easier,  Mr.  Hoskins  said.  If  the 
amendment  passes,  those  rules  would  be 


McCleary  joins  Ford,  Carter 
in  seeking  solutions 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  The  former 
head  of  Church  World  Service  has  been 
named  to  an  exclusive  committee  to  re¬ 
view  the  world  economy  and  suggest  so¬ 
lutions  to  its  problems. 

The  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  who  re¬ 
cently  became  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministires 
here,  has  accepted  an  invitation  to  join 
the  Bretton  Woods  Committee. 

The  committee  is  made  up  primarily 
of  the  chief  executive  officers  from  lead¬ 
ing  U.S.  corporations  in  banking,  indus¬ 
try  and  law,  many  of  whom  have  held 
national  political  offices.  Both  former 
presidents  Gerald  Ford  and  Jimmy  Car¬ 
ter  are  serving  on  the  committee. 

The  committee  was  created  because 
many  leaders  in  commerce  and  industry 
were  concerned  that  the  U.S.  government 
was  not  dealing  adequately  with  eco¬ 
nomic  matters  affecting  the  third  world. 

Bishop  Colaw  to  head  study  of 
missions  for  1988  conference 

ATLANTA,  Ga,  (UMNS)  -  In  its  first 
meeting  here,  Jan.  18-19,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  determined  the  process  it  would 
use  to  carry  out  the  study  mandated  by 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

Elected  chairperson  of  the  commis¬ 
sion,  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  of  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn.,  said  he  hoped  the  final 
report  to  the  1988  General  Conference 
would  have  an  impact  on  the  programs 
and  structure  of  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  Dayton, 


governed  by  church  legislation.  Any 
General  Conference  could  alter  that  leg¬ 
islation  without  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  being  required. 

Suit  prompted  changes 

The  third  amendment,  also  proposed 
by  Finance  and  Administration,  would 
make  clear  that  the  denomination  is  not 
a  legal  entity  that  can  be  held  liable  for 
the  actions  of  its  constituent  confer¬ 
ences,  Mr.  Hoskins  said. 

A  Study  Committee  on  the  Legal  Im¬ 
plications  of  the  Book  of  Discipline  pro¬ 
posed  the  amendments  dealing  with 
property  titles  and  legal  status,  Mr.  Hos¬ 
kins  said.  The  panel’s  actions  came  in 
the  wake  of  the  three-year  legal  battle 
sparked  by  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Pacific 
Homes  Foundation  in  1977. 


Ohio,  secretary,  and  Bishop  Colaw  will 
remain  in  office  through  the  quadrenni- 
um.  Four  vice  chairpersons,  elected  for 
shorter  terms,  were  the  Rev.  Carole  Cot- 
ton-Winn,  Homa,  La.,  the  Rev.  James 
Lawson,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  the  Rev. 
James  C.  Logan,  Washington,  D.C.;  and 
Christine  Bush,  Monrovia,  Liberia. 

Terms  of  the  vice  chairpersons  will  be 
rotated  during  the  quadrennium  to  give 
broader  representation  ethnically  and 
geographically  on  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee. 

Plans  call  for  hearings  to  be  held 
across  the  church  beginning  early  in 
1986. 

Each  of  the  144  signers  of  the  General 
Conference  resolution  proposing  the 
study  will  be  asked  to  give  the  commis¬ 
sion  their  views  regarding  the  mission  of 
the  church. 

Catholic  bishops  complain  to 
Castro  about  discrimination 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  A  delegation 
of  American  Catholic  bishops  com¬ 
plained  recently  to  Cuban  President  Fi¬ 
del  Castro  about  pervasive  “discrimina¬ 
tion  against  Catholics  in  the  Communist 
country. 

Bishop  James  Malone,  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  president  of  the  National  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Catholic  Bishops,  led  a  group  of 
three  bishops  on  a  visit  to  Cuba,  where 
they  met  for  five  hours  Jan.  24,  with  Mr. 
Castro.  During  the  meeting,  the  Commu¬ 
nist  leader  expressed  a  willingness  to 
meet  with  Pope  John  Paul  II,  according 
to  a  member  of  the  delegation. 

Bishop  Malone  said:  “Emphasizing  the 


Residents  of  the  retirement  homes  and 
convalescent  centers  in  California,  Ari¬ 
zona  and  Hawaii  brought  six  class-ac¬ 
tions  suits  naming  the  denomination  as 
one  party  liable  for  damages.  The  homes 
belonged  to  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference. 

“The  position  taken  in  the  Pacific 
Homes  case  was  that  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  should  be  recognized  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  denomination  but  not  as  a  legal 
entity  that  could  be  sued,”  Mr.  Hoskins 
said.  “The  church  is  a  confederation.  The 
actions  of  one  of  its  constituents  is  not 
binding  on  the  whole. 

"The  purpose  of  these  amendments  is 
to  reclarify  that  position  for  any  future 
litigation  facing  the  church.” 

Voting  by  the  74  U.S.  conferences  will 
start  May  10  and  end  Aug.  18. 


importance  of  religious  freedom,  we  said 
that,  while  Catholics  seek  no  special 
privileges,  they  ought  not  to  suffer  dis¬ 
crimination  in  jobs,  education,  and  other 
areas  of  social  life.  We  spoke,  too,  of  the 
reports  we  had  heard  of  children  who 
encounter  difficulties  when  they  attend 
catechetical  (religious)  instruction.” 

UM  evangelists  present 
two  ‘Philip’  awards 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Two 
Philip  Award  recipients  were  announced 
here  by  the  National  Association  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Evangelists. 

The  Rev.  Danny  Morris  of  Nashville,  a 
staff  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship,  received  the  first 
citation  “for  his  vision  and  belief  that  the 
power  of  God  can  transform  people,” 
said  the  Rev.  J.  Wesley  Putnam,  present¬ 
er.  Mr.  Morris  is  head  of  the  ongoing 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation,  spon¬ 
sored  by  The  Upper  Room. 

The  second  1985  Philip  Award  was 
given  to  the  Rev.  Pat  Robertson,  Virginia 
Beach,  Va.,  a  Southern  Baptist  minister 
known  for  his  television  program  “The 
700  Club.” 

Association  president  the  Rev. 
Whitney  Dough,  Orlando,  Fla.,  announ¬ 
ced  Mr.  Robertson’s  award  for  his  belief 
“that  Good  News  should  be  shouted  from 
the  housetops  and  sensing  in  a  modern 
world  that  could  mean  television  anten¬ 
nas  on  the  housetops  of  the  world  ...” 
Association  leaders  hope  to  present  his 
award  at  a  later  time  on  “The  700  Club” 
program. 
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Ethicist  at  work 


Pioneer  clari  fies  moral  ambiguities  with  corporate  conscience 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 


EAST  GERMANY— The  nave  of  East  Berlin’s  Reconciliation  Church  collapsed 
into  rubble  recently  when  Communist  East  Berlin  demolition  experts  blasted  the  90- 
year-old  building  to  make  room  “to  straighten  the  death  strip”  along  the  infamous 
Berlin  Wall  separating  East  from  West  Berlin.  The  steeple  is  scheduled  for  demoli¬ 
tion  in  February. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Communist  explosives 
fell  ‘trapped’  church 


Religious  News  Service  Editor 
NEW  YORK  -  “I’d  be  100  percent 
effective  if  I  never  saw  a  patient.” 

This  may  sound  strange  coming  from  a 
hospital  employee,  but  it  makes  sense  af¬ 
ter  you’ve  talked  with  Johnny  Cox  about 
his  work  as  an  ethicist  at  Sacred  Heart 
Medical  Center  in  Spokane,  Washington. 

Dr.  Cox  wasn’t  hired  to  relate  directly 
to  patients  or  get  involved  in  mediating 
the  options  for  their  treatment.  This 
health  care  professional  works  primarily 
with  the  staff  in  clarifying  ambiguities 
about  moral  principles  and  interpreting 
the  moral  guidelines  of  the  hospital. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  item  from  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Ecumenical 
Press  Service  is  excerpted  from  a  joint 
statement  by  the  Roman  Catholic  bish¬ 
ops  of  Federal  (West)  Germany,  and  the 
council  of  the  Evangelical  Church  in 
(West)  Germany,  which  groups  the  Re¬ 
formed,  United,  and  Lutheran  Landes- 
kirchen  (regional  denominations). 

Sundays  are  a  joy  for  many,  a  burden 
for  others  and  a  problem  for  some.  The 
“Lord’s  Day”  which  used  to  be  observed 
by  everyone  has  lost  much  of  its  signifi- 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Draw  thou  my  soul,  O  Christ, 
Closer  to  thine; 

Breathe  into  every  wish 
Thy  will  divine! 

Raise  my  low  self  above. 

Won  by  thy  deathless  love; 

Ever,  O  Christ,  through  mine 
Let  thy  life  shine. 

Lucy  Larcom’s  father,  a  New  England 
sea  captain,  died  when  Lucy  was  a  child. 
With  her  mother  she  moved  to  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  after  a  brief  grade  school 
education  she  worked  for  eight  years  in 
the  textile  mills.  Her  articles  about  her 
experiences  in  the  mills,  published  in 
“The  Atlantic  Monthly,”  were  well  re¬ 
ceived. 

.  So  diligent  was  her  work  that  she  ad¬ 
vanced  from  her  job  to  a  better  one  in 
the  mill.  For  her  last  two  years  she 
worked  in  the  cloth  room  as  a  keeper  of 
the  records  of  the  bales  and  pieces  of 
fcloth. 

!  For  a  time  she  was  a  rural  school 
teacher  at  Looking  Glass,  Ill.;  she  later 
attended  Monticello  Female  Seminary 
ht  Alton,  Ill.  After  that  she  returned  to 


One  of  two  such  professionals  in  the 
country,  Dr.  Cox  says  he  functions  at  two 
levels.  One  is  in  the  area  of  "right  and 
wrong.”  Say  a  baby  is  born  mentally 
retarded,  but  a  routine  surgical  proce¬ 
dure  is  required  to  save  the  baby’s  life. 
Such  a  procedure  is  not  optional,  even  if 
it  might  be  against  the  parents’  wishes. 

Some  cases  are  simple 

These  are  the  “simple”  ones.  In  this 
case,  explains  Dr.  Cox,  the  right  and 
wrong  reflects  a  convergence  of  Catholic 
tradition  and  a  "wide-ranging  consen¬ 
sus”  in  the  United  States,  including  re- 


cance.  And  yet  it  would  be  an  awful 
thing  for  all  of  us  to  lose  our  Sundays; 
they  are  like  a  gift  to  us  and  still  have  a 
hidden  value  even  in  their  degenerate 
form. 

Many  of  us  do  not  experience  Sunday 
as  a  special  day  but  merely  as  a  part  of 
the  weekend  which  begins  on  Friday  af¬ 
ternoon.  The  fact  that  we  have  much 
more  leisure  time  than  people  have  ever 
known  before  means  we  have  to  find 
ways  of  using  it. 

A  whole  industry  offers  us  its  services. 


Massachusetts,  where  she  taught  school 
and  was  a  student  at  Wheaton  Seminary 
at  Norton. 

She  became  a  prolific  writer  of  verse, 
and  her  poems  were  widely  circulated. 
“Draw  Thou  My  Soul,  0  Christ”  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  collection  of  poems  she  pub¬ 
lished  in  1892,  a  year  before  her  death. 

Usually  the  music  used  for  this  hymn 
is  a  tune  composed  by  Sir  Arthur  S.  Sulli¬ 
van  in  1872.  He  wrote  it  for  another  text, 
but  it  has  become  identified  with  “Draw 
Thou  My  Soul,  0  Christ.” 

Educated  at  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Music,  Sullivan  studied  in  Europe  and 
returned  to  England  at  age  24  to  become 
professor  of  composition  at  the  Royal 
Academy.  He  wrote  a  considerable 
amount  of  church  music,  including  “On¬ 
ward,  Christian  Soldiers.”  His  composi¬ 
tion  “The  Lord  Chord”  became  ex¬ 
ceedingly  popular. 

His  great  fame  came  from  the  music 
he  composed  for  the  Savoy  Operas,  in 
which  he  was  associated  with  Sir  W.  S. 
Gilbert.  The  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  operet¬ 
tas  became  a  part  of  English  life  and 
tradition.  He  was  knighted  in  1883. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Pass  Me  Not,  O  Gentle  Savior ” 


cent  legislation  in  Congress  on  "Baby 
Doe.”  In  other  cases,  such  as  abortion, 
Catholic  tradition  prevails.  In  yet  other 
instances,  the  hospital  is  the  agent  of  the 
culture,  as  in  the  case  of  a  court  order  to 
give  blood  to  the  child  of  a  Jehovah’s 
Witness. 

The  framework  out  of  which  the  ethi¬ 
cist  functions  is  a  hospital  document, 
“Key  Moral  Commitments  and  Ethical 
Principles.”  This  spells  out  the  “corpo¬ 
rate  conscience,”  as  Dr.  Cox  puts  it. 
When  a  decision  has  to  be  made,  he  says 
he  asks  first  of  all,  “Is  it  within  the  cor¬ 
porate  conscience?”  But  then  he  asks, 


Activities  which  once  filled  people’s  free 
time  have  taken  on  the  nature  of  work.  A 
hectic  and  restless  atmosphere  has  thus 
taken  the  place  of  rest  and  relaxation. 
Sunday  is  swallowed  up  by  the  weekend 
and  remains  nothing  but  its  end,  its  last 
day.  Whole  professions  in  the  service  in¬ 
dustries  have  to  work  particularly  hard 
at  weekends. 

There  is  often  hardly  any  difference 
between  weekdays  and  Sundays.  The 
rhythm  of  tension  and  relaxation,  activi¬ 
ty  and  rest  has  been  lost.  The  restless¬ 
ness  of  work  corresponds  with  the 
restlessness  of  consumption.  When  ev¬ 
erything  is  geared  to  achievement  alone, 
the  soul  remains  empty. 

The  connection  between  Sundays  and 
the  family  has  also  changed.  The  idea 
that  Sundays  belong  to  the  family  in  par¬ 
ticular  has  disappeared  from  many  peo¬ 
ple’s  minds.  Everyone  feels  that  Sundays 
belong  first  of  all  to  themselves.  The 
family  is  faced  by  competition  from 
television  or  from  various  leisure  activi¬ 
ties  which  interest  some  people  and  not 
others.  This  means  that  many  families 
do  not  feel  they  belong  together  so  much 
that  they  naturally  want  to  spend  at 
least  part  of  their  Sunday  together. 

The  Christian  faith,  however,  does  not 
allow  us  to  stop  at  merely  analyzing  the 
situation  and  mourning  over  what  has 
been  lost.  It  encourages  us  to  "keep  the 
Lord’s  Day.”  Remembering  the  origins 
of  this  day  can  show  us  new  possibilities 
for  the  present  day. . . 

Right  from  the  beginning,  Christians 
expressed  their  thanks  for  the  creation 
and  praise  for  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
in  services  of  worship.  They  came  to¬ 
gether  on  Sundays  to  remember  what 
their  Lord  had  done  and  to  be  united  in 
celebrating  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Thanksgiving  and  worship  belong  to¬ 
gether.  Sunday  worship  is  the  response 
of  Christians  to  what  God  has  done. 
Many  people  find  it  hard  to  worship  be- 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  answer  to  the  singer  who  was  crit¬ 
icized  for  singing  at  other  churches  in 
return  for  (needed)  money: 

I  wouldn’t  presume  to  offer  sugges¬ 
tions  about  being  separated  from  your 
family  during  worship.  That  is  some¬ 
thing  for  you  and  your  family  to  settle, 
and  you  would  be  completely  justified  in 
saying  so  to  anyone  who  criticized  you 
on  that  score. 

I  can  speak  to  the  other  issues  as  a 
fellow  professional  singer.  There  are 
churches  that  care  enough  about  good 
music  to  pay  for  it,  and  there  are 
churches  that  consider  it  not  important 
enough  to  pay  for.  That  your  church  fol¬ 
lows  the  latter  policy  is  their  problem, 
not  yours. 

The  obligations  of  all  Christians  ex¬ 
tend  beyond  the  boundaries  of  their  own 
congregations.  You  are  still  contributing 
to  worship  in  Christ’s  church  and  have 
nothing  to  be  ashamed  of.  Insisting  that 
one’s  talents  belong  first  and  foremost  to 
one’s  own  congregation  is  smallminded 
at  best. 

You  have  every  right  to  be  reimbursed 

for  the  years  of  practice  and  lessons  that 
have  developed  your  talent.  Singing  is 
your  job.  No  one  criticizes  others  whose 
legitimate  jobs  require  them  to  work  on 
Sunday  mornings,  and  your  reasons  are 


“Is  it  really  what’s  best  for  the  patient?" 
These  are  the  closer  calls  where  there  is 
no  right  and  wrong,  but  rather  a  “good, 
better,  and  best.” 

These  decisions  range  from  whether  to 
“pull  the  plug”  to  what  to  do  for  grand¬ 
mother  when  she  is  no  longer  able  to 
take  care  of  herself. 

Dr  Cox  insists  ethics  isn’t  "special.” 
He  doesn’t  set  himself  apart  from  other 
health  care  professionals.  These  issues 
also  impinge  on  the  work  of  socrel  work¬ 
ers,  chaplains,  and  others.  Dr.  Cox  gets 
the  tough  ones,  though.  When  profession¬ 
als  and/or  family  members  get  locked 
in,  he  puts  together  a  “care  conference” 
where  the  issues  are  reviewed  once 
again  with  his  help. 

Dr.  Cox  is  no  beginner.  He  has  a  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree '  in  theology  from  Notre 
Dame  University  and  a  doctorate  in  so¬ 
cial  ethics  from  the  Claremont  Graduate 
School.  When  he  decided  to  move  from 
teaching  to  hospital  work,  he  went  back 
and  got  a  degree  in  nursing. 

His  first  job  as  an  ethicist  was  at 
Providence  Medical  Center  in  Seattle, 
where  he  sold  hospital  officials  on  the 
notion  of  such  a  staff  position.  The  pro¬ 
gram  continued  even  after  he  went  to 
Spokane  two  years  ago  —  and  the  person 
there  remains  the  only  other  such  ethi: 
cist  in  the  country. 

He  wants  more  ethicists 

The  notion  is  bound  to  spread,  though 
Dr.  Cox  might  appear  to  be  talking  him¬ 
self  out  of  a  job  in  his  goal  of  making 
every  health  care  person  an  ethicist  in 
his/her  own  area.  “My  goal  is  to  so  inte¬ 
grate  the  ethical  dimension  of  health 
care  that  ethics  is  part  and  parcel  of 
every  choice.” 

Dr.  Cox  notes  that  while  every  hospi¬ 
tal  has  ethical  standards,  a  church-relat¬ 
ed  facility  is  a  particularly  gratifying 
place  in  which  to  do  this  kind  of  work 
because  of  the  rich  heritage  of  moral 
tradition.  University  hospitals,  he  said, 
often  simply  fall  back  on  the  law. 


cause  they  do  not  know  what  they  should 
give  thanks  for.  It  is  important  to  take 
time  on  this  one  day  of  the  week  to  rest 
and  reflect,  so  that  we  can  discover  what 
we  have  to  be  thankful  for. 

Many  people  do  the  opposite  these 
days.  They  do  not  think  of  themselves  as 
people  who  owe  their  existence  to  others, 
who  have  received  their  life  and  its  sig¬ 
nificance  as  a  gift  from  God.  The  burden 
of  everyday  life  weighs  heavy  on  them. 
It  is  very  hard  to  worship  God  with  such 
a  view  of  life. 

Playing  games  and  practicing  sports, 
conversation  and  relaxation,  experienc¬ 
ing  and  admiring  nature,  taking  care  of 
others,  all  this  opens  our  eyes  for  thanks¬ 
giving  and  worship.  It  can  point  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  more  to  life  than  just 
doing  something  with  a  specific  purpose. 
It  also  shows  us  that  our  life  is  more 
than  what  we  achieve. 

Work  should  not  be  looked  down  on, 
but  it  is  not  everything.  This  “something 
extra”  is  the  content  of  worship.  At 
church  we  are  not  worshipping  our¬ 
selves,  but  him  from  whom  we  come  and 
to  whom  we  are  going.  At  the  center  of 
worship  is  “his  story”  for  us:  Jesus’ 
death  and  resurrection,  his  ascension,  his 
life  among  us  and  his  coming  again  in 
glory. . . 

Corporate  worship  is  the  focal  point  of 
the  Christian  fellowship  . . .  Those  who 
only  go  to  church  when  they  suddenly 
feel  they  need  to  usually  decide  too  late. 
Those  who  only  go  out  of  habit  help  to 
create  boredom.  No  one  should  think 
badly  of  a  good  habit,  however;  it  helps 
to  make  worship  independent  of  our 
changing  moods  and  imagined  needs. 
Congregational  worship  must  be  protected 
from  the  whims  of  the  moment.  Con¬ 
stant  change  is  incompatible  with  it; 
continuity  and  repetition  are  vital.  Wor¬ 
ship  needs  (stable)  structure  ...  as  much 
as  elements  to  make  it  more  interesting 
and  lively  participation. 


just  as  legitimate. 

If  your  Christian  brothers  and  sisters 
continue  pressuring  you  to  sing  for  free 
in  your  home  church  choir,  you  might 
ask  them  what  they  are  willing  to  do 
about  your  resulting  financial  insecurity 
and  career  restriction. 

Keep  singing! 

Janet  G.  F. 

(Another  comment  on  the  same  situa¬ 
tion) 

Dear  Deborah: 

This  common  problem  was  once  mine. 
Professionals  of  many  types  have, 
strangely,  been  unrecognized  and  unap¬ 
preciated  in  their  home  “territory”  until 
they  are  missed  and  valued  elsewhere.  I 
feel  a  fine  singing  voice  as  a  gift  from 
God  and  should  be  used  to  glorify  Him, 
not  one’s  self. 

It  costs  money  to  train  a  voice  to  a 
professional  standard,  and  singing  as  a 
paid  soloist  helps  cover  that  cost.  Clergy 
and  organists  are  paid  for  serving 
churches,  so,  if  a  church  can  afford  to 
pay  a  vocalist,  I  see  no  wrong  in  accept¬ 
ing  a  paid  soloist  job. 

God  does  not  identify  with  any  partic¬ 
ular  denomination,  and  if  her  singing 
helps  her  financially,  out  of  need,  and 
enriches  others  spiritually  as  she  sings  in 
praise  of  her  savior,  I  do  not  see  that  she 


By  WILLIAM  E.  DOWNEY 
Special  To  Religious  News  Service 
WEST  GERMANY  —  A  church  which 
has  stood  useless,  trapped  by  the  Berlin 
wall  for  the  past  23  years,  will  be  torn 
down.  In  its  place  will  be  built  a  new 
residential  section  of  Communist  East 
Berlin. 

Standing  as  it  does  in  the  no-man’s  land 
of  the  Berlin  wall,  the  Church  of  the  Atone¬ 
ment  has  appeared  in  hundreds  of  publica¬ 
tions  as  a  symbol  of  this  divided  city. 

Its  inner  appointments  —  altar,  pulpit, 
cross  and  candlesticks  —  have  remained 
as  they  were  on  Aug.  13,  1961,  prepared 
for  services  that  were  never  held,  for  the 
only  persons  who  could  reach  the  church 
since  that  day  have  been  the  East  Ger¬ 
man  soldiers  guarding  the  wall. 

Now,  the  West  Berlin  congregation 
which  owned  the  church  has  turned  it 
over  to  the  East  Berlin  Communist  gov¬ 
ernment  in  exchange  for  a  piece  of  land 
in  East  Berlin  where  thousands  of  apart¬ 
ments  are  being  built. 

The  East  Berlin  government  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  church  appointments 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  church  au¬ 
thorities  in  that  Communist  capital,  and 


By  LOVETT  HAYES  WEEMS,  JR. 

The  Surprising  Gospel:  Intriguing  Psy¬ 
chological  Insights  From  The  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  by  Wilhelm  H.  Wuellner  And 
Robert  C.  Leslie.  Abingdon  Press,  174 
Pages  Paperback,  $10.95. 

“To  read  the  New  Testament  with  an 
interest  in  psychology  is  to  be  constantly 
surprised,”  say  the  authors  of  this  apper¬ 
ceptive  volume.  “In  an  amazing  way,” 
they  contend,  “the  New  Testament  faith 
deals  with  the  depth  dimension  of  life, 
with  the  deeper  dynamics  that  come  into 
play  in  almost  every  human  interac¬ 
tion.” 

Wilhelm  H.  Wuellner,  professor  of  New 
Testament,  and  Robert  C.  Leslie,  emeri¬ 
tus  professor  of  pastoral  psychology  and 
counseling,  are  colleagues  on  the  faculty 
of  The  Pacific  School  of  Religion  in  Berke¬ 
ley,  California.  They  developed  the  ma¬ 
terial  for  this  book  over  years  of  co¬ 
teaching. 


is  any  less  a  Christian.  Those  so  eager  to 
criticize  are,  themselves,  less  Christian 
and  quite  possibly  jealous  and  resentful. 

There  is  a  ministry  through  music 
wherever  it  may  be.  I  would  hope  she 
supports  her  own  church  financially  and 
in  any  other  way  there  is  an  opportunity 
for  her  to  serve  it. 

Betty 

Dear  Janet  and  Betty: 

Thank  you  for  sharing  your  expe¬ 
rience  and  insight  into  this  matter. 
Your  suggestions  are  very  helpful  to 
the  non-musician  as  well  as  the  mu¬ 
sician  herself/himself.  I  guess  the 
only  question  is  where  does  a  church 
stop  in  the  matter  of  payment  for 
services  rendered?  There  is  no  end 
to  the  talents  needed  to  function  as 
a  church — teachers,  typists,  journal¬ 
ists,  plumbers,  painters,  carpenters, 
artists — to  name  a  few!  Just  won¬ 
dering  what  readers  think. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,"  P.  0.  Box  660275.  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


the  church  will  be  razed. 

The  exchange  symbolizes  both  the 
East  German’s  conciliatory  attitude  to¬ 
ward  the  Protestant  church  and  the  flex¬ 
ibility  of  that  church  in  adjusting  to 
shifts  in  the  population. 

Writing  in  the  weekly  newspaper  of 
the  West  Berlin  church,  Reinhard 
Henkys,  one  of  its  editors,  commented: 

“Naturally,  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  (East  Germany)  had  the  possi¬ 
bility  under  their  laws  of  taking  the 
church  by  expropriation.  But  they  have 
tried  in  recent  years  in  relationships 
with  the  church  to  solve  problems 
through  negotiation  and  mutually  benefi¬ 
cial  agreements.  This  is  a  positive  devel¬ 
opment,  even  though  one  is  also  sad 
when  still  another  building  from  old  Ber¬ 
lin,  which  survived  the  war,  disappears.” 

The  government  of  East  Germany  had 
allowed  the  church  to  build  new  churches 
in  many  of  the  huge  new  residential  areas 
building  up  in  and  around  major  cities 
like  East  Berlin.  A  recent  example  is 
the  church  parish  house  for  a  new  con¬ 
gregation  in  the  Marzahn  section  of  East 
Berlin,  where  fields  have  been  replaced 
by  long  rows  of  apartment  houses. 


The  primary  purpose  of  the  book  is  to 
ferret  out  some  of  these  dynamic  forces 
and  demonstrate  how  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  deals  with  them.  The  underlying 
assumption  is  that  when  New  Testament 
exegesis  is  informed  by  a  psychology 
that  has  both  depth  and  height,  and  when 
psychological  insights  are  challenged  by 
a  spiritual  orientation  that  takes  theo¬ 
logical  thinking  seriously,  a  powerful 
combination  results. 

The  Surprising  Gospel  blends  biblical 
scholarship  with  modern  psychology  in 
dealing  with  14  New  Testament  pas¬ 
sages.  Arranged  in  lectionary-based  se¬ 
quence,  each  text  is  provided  with  an 
introduction  and  discussion  of  critical  is¬ 
sues  which  are  enhanced  by  illustrations 
drawn  from  contemporary  literature.  A 
comprehensive  bibliography  and  rich  an¬ 
notation  add  to  the  usefulness  of  the 
book. 

Christians  with  special  interest  in  psy¬ 
chology  or  literature  will  be  fascinated 
by  the  ways  in  which  the  authors  relate 
insights  from  these  fields  and  Biblical 
teachings.  While  the  illustrations  from 
both  disciplines  are  too  numerous  and 
too  long  for  the  sermon  form  in  which 
they  are  presented,  they  are  appropriate 
and  fititng  in  making  the  message  of 
Scripture  come  alive  for  readers. 

Dr.  Weems  is  vice-president  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington. 


South  African  leader 
SOUTH  AFRICA— Dr.  C.  F.  Beyers 
Naude  directs  the  now-illegal  Christian 
Institute  of  South  Africa.  A  lifelong  op¬ 
ponent  of  his  country’s  policy  of  apart¬ 
heid,  he  was  unexpectedly  released  from 
a  “silencing”  order  recently. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Byzantine  art  depicts  Christ 

CHRIST  IN  EXCERPTED  FORM— This  image  of  Christ  is  a  detail  from  a  larger 
wooden  Byzantine  art  form  from  the  late  17th  century,  artist  unknown.  The  larger 
work  shows  Mary  and  John  the  Baptist  interceding  with  Christ  on  behalf  of  the  souls 
of  mankind.  religious  news  service  photo 


More  hospitals  form  ethics  committees 


By  BOHDAN  HODIAK 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

PITTSBURGH,  Pa.  -  There  is  a 
dramatic  increase  and  interest  in  hos¬ 
pital  ethics  committees,  according  to 
speakers  at  a  National  Conference  held 
here  recently. 

Increasingly  complex  and  expensive 
medical  procedures,  limited  resources, 
and  outdated  laws  all  make  for  agoniz¬ 
ing  life  and  death  decisions,  the  speak¬ 
ers  told  more  than  200  priests,  nuns, 
lawyers,  doctors,  nurses,  and  other 
health  care  professionals.  Test  tube  ba¬ 
bies,  frozen  embryos,  surrogate  moth¬ 
ers,  “Baby  Jane  Does,”  and  genetic 
engineering  are  all  complicating  ethi¬ 
cal  decisions.  The  conference  was 
sponsored  by  the  Catholic  Health  Asso¬ 
ciation  (CHA)  of  the  United  States. 

The  country’s  health  care  costs  were 
4.4  percent  of  the  gross  national  prod¬ 
uct  in  1950,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  E. 
Lampert.  Today,  the  cost  is  nearly  11 
percent,  and  most  experts  agree  that 
the  country  can’t  tolerate  a  much  high¬ 
er  figure,  Mr.  Lampert  said. 

.  Difficult  decisions  will  have  to  be 
made,  even  though  "we  have  no  instant 
jnsight  into  God’s  will,”  Mr.  Lampert 


said.  He  is  the  academic  dean  of  the 
Oblate  School  of  Theology  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas. 

According  to  Laurence  J.  O’Connell 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  42  percent  of  Catholic 
hospitals,  which  provide  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  country’s  health  care,  now 
have  ethics  committees. 

That  figure  is  much  lower  for  secu¬ 
lar  hospitals.  However,  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Hospital  Council  of 
Western  Pennsylvania,  which  has  98 
member  hospitals,  recently  made  es¬ 
tablishing  ethics  committees  a  top  pri¬ 
ority.  One  hope  of  hospital 
administrators  is  that  ethics  commit¬ 
tees  can  reduce  litigation  against  doc¬ 
tors  and  hospitals. 

Mr.  O’Connell,  a  professor  at  St.  Lou¬ 
is  University,  recently  was  appointed 
as  the  health  association’s  vice-presi¬ 
dent  for  theology  and  ethics.  The  com¬ 
mittees  really  began  to  increase,  he 
said,  after  the  famous  Karen  Ann  Quin¬ 
lan  court  case  which  permitted  doctors 
to  take  her  off  a  respirator.  Miss  Quin¬ 
lan,  now  30,  has  been  unconscious  for 
10  years  and  is  being  fed  intravenously 
because  of  severe  brain  damage.  She 
weighs  about  50  pounds,  and  doctors  say 


she  will  never  regain  consciousness. 

Because  of  that,  it  would  be  ethical 
to  remove  the  feeding  tubes  from  her, 
said  the  Rev.  Dennis  Brodeur,  asso¬ 
ciate  director  to  the  Center  for  Health 
Care  Ethics  of  St.  Louis  University 
Medical  Center. 

A  lawyer  from  Pittsburgh  who  spe¬ 
cializes  in  health  care  issues,  J.  Jerome 
Mansmann,  led  a  workshop  on  the  legal 
issues  of  institutional  ethics  commit¬ 
tees. 

In  some  states,  Mr.  Mansmann  said, 
ethics  committees  have  been  substitut¬ 
ed  for  the  legal  process.  In  such  states 
as  New  Jersey,  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
the  courts  have  made  the  decisions  of 
ethics  committees  immune  from  crimi¬ 
nal  and  civil  liability. 

In  some  cases,  the  courts  have  abdi¬ 
cated  to  the  ethics  committees,  the 
lawyer  said,  “because  the  law  has  not 
been  equipped  to  handle  sophisticated 
medical  questions.” 

Most  ethics  committees  are  advisory 
and  educational.  An  ideal  committee 
would  include  a  physician,  a  lawyer,  a 
clergyperson,  a  nurse,  hospital  admin¬ 
istrator,  a  lay  person,  a  hospital  em¬ 
ployee,  and  a  hospital  board  member. 


Germans  lament  loss  of  Sundays  for  worship 
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Madeline  Jones,  on  the  left,  and  Wayne  Millet  provided  special  music  for  the 
Convocation  Dinner,  held  January  25,  at  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Madeline 
sings  in  the  Broadmoor  ( B.R. )  choir,  of  which  Wayne  is  the  director. 
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International  Lesson  Series 


‘The  Shepherd  Of  Life’ 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 
John  10:1-16 

Following  the  healing  of  the  man  born 
blind,  Jesus  contrasts  the  Pharisee's 
blind  leadership  with  his  true  leadership 
as  the  good  shepherd.  Jesus  declares  that 
he  is  the  true  shepherd  of  all  those  who 
wish  to  be  children  (  sheep )  of  God.  The 
Pharisees  believed  themselves  to  be  the 
shepherds  of  Israel,  but  Jesus  accuses 
them  of  robbing  the  fold  because  they 
reject  his  revelation  of  God. 

A  Palestinian  shepherd  leads  the 
sheep,  calling  them  with  his  own  distinc¬ 
tive  yodel.  He  must  lead  them  to  new  pas¬ 
tures  for  food,  find  them  fresh  water,  and 
literally  be  willing  to  give  his  life  for 
their  protection.  At  night  the  sheep  might 
be  protected  in  the  town’s  common  fold, 
watched  over  by  a  town  gatekeeper.  But 
in  the  hills,  a  shepherd  created  a  stone¬ 
walled  fold,  and  became  its  actual  door, 
using  his  body  to  block  entry  or  exit. 

When  the  shepherd  calls  his  flock,  only 
his  sheep  recognize  or  respond  to  his  call. 
Jesus  tells  the  Pharisees  in  the  parable 
that  only  the  children  of  God  will  respond 
to  the  love  that  is  shown  by  Christ.  The 
blind  cannot  see  the  light  of  the  world, 
and  the  Pharisees  are  the  blind  ones. 

The  sheepfold  was  also  a  symbol  of  sal¬ 
vation.  Jesus  proclaims  that  one  comes 
to  the  Father  through  him.  He  is  the  door 
to  God.  The  one  who  would  find  protec¬ 
tion  and  living  water  and  food  enters 


Deaths 

Rev.  Ashley  T.  Law,  91,  died  January 
26,  at  Bossier  City,  La.  A  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  he  was  pre¬ 
ceded  in  death  by  his  wife. 

Rev.  George  H.  Corry.  87,  a  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  died  January  29,  at  Ruston.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Gertrude  Moore 
Corry. 


through  the  open  door  to  God  in  Chnst 
Jesus. 

Jesus  offered  the  people  abundant  life. 
This  is  a  description  of  eternal  life  that  is 
beyond  measure.  Abundant  life  is  the 
quality  of  life  one  has  by  living  in  com¬ 
munion  with  God.  It  is  how  we  can 
respond  to  nature,  other  human  beings, 
and  the  universe  at  the  deepest  caring 
level.  It  is  a  life  of  relationships,  not  sel¬ 
fishness. 

Abundant  life  is  not  limited  to  one 
group.  Jesus  states  that  there  are  other 
sheep  that  will  be  gathered  into  the  fold 
of  salvation.  Traditionally,  we  have 
interpreted  this  to  refer  to  Gentiles  or 
non-Jews.  The  early  Christian  Church 
struggled  with  who  the  other  sheep  were 
as  it  sought  to  define  its  ministry  to  non- 
Jews.  Today,  we  need  to  ask  who  the 
other  sheep  are  that  need  to  be  offered 
the  abundant  life  of  God.  And  then  we 
need  to  ask  what  we  are  doing  personally 
to  help  them  enter  a  relationship  with 
God. 

The  true  shepherd  is  contrasted  to  a 
hireling  or  thief  by  his  willingness  to  die 
for  the  sheep.  Several  times  Jesus  has 
mentioned  his  death  (e.g.,  6:51).  Now  he 
states  that  he  is  deliberately  and  volun¬ 
tarily  laying  down  his  life  in  order  that 
his  sheep  may  have  abundant  life  which 
he  came  to  give  them.  He  also  proclaims 
that  it  is  to  be  the  means  by  which  other 
sheep  will  be  brought  into  the  fold,  ful¬ 
filling  the  complete  purpose  of  his 
coming. 

In  this  passage  we  learn  the  death  of 
Christ  is  an  act  of  protection,  rather  than 
an  act  of  creation.  God's  flock  already 
exists.  In  vs.  28-29,  it  was  created  by  the 
Father’s  act.  Because  Jesus  died  and 
rose  again,  the  flock  is  eternally  secure. 
Jesus’  death  was  voluntary  (10:17-18). 
The  act  however,  requires  a  decision  on 
each  person’s  part.  Will  we  hear  his  voice 
and  enter  into  his  teachings  and  minis¬ 
try?  Those  who  follow  the  good  shepherd 
live  abundantly  now  as  well  as  in  the 
future. 


Planning  Enthusiastic  for  ’’86-^87 


Some  150  persons  representing  various 
Boards  and  Agencies  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  met  in  Baton  Rouge 
January  24-26  to  plan  for  1986  and  1987. 
The  reports  of  programs,  workshops  and 
events  were  presented  to  the  Council  on 
Ministries  at  their  Saturday  morning 
session. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  Convocation 
dinner  was  held  with  Bishop  Underwood 
as  the  principal  speaker.  Special  music 
was  furnished  by  Madeline  Jones  and 


LUM  Two  pages 

Your  Louisiana  United  Methodist  will 
carry  two  conference  pages  each  week. 
Some  weeks  it  will  be  an  institutional  or 
ministry  page.  The  remainder  will  be 
similar  to  this  page.  More  local  church, 
district  and  program  news  will  be 
carried.  —  Editor 


Wayne  Millet,  of  Broadmoor  UM,  Baton 
Rouge.  Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  Chair¬ 
person  for  the-  Council  on  Ministries 
presided  over  the  event.  The  group  heard 
a  progress  report  from  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  on  plans  and  dreams  for  the 
proposed  Conference  Retreat  Center.  He 
further  reported  that  sixty  new  Sunday 
School  classes  have  already  been  formed 
toward  the  goal  of  150.  The  bishop  also 
expressed  his  appreciation  to  all  the 
persons  on  the  Conference  Council, 
boards  and  agencies  for  their  good  work ! 
The  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  a 
budget  session,  will  be  held  Friday, 
March  1,  at  10  a.m.  at  Broadmoor. 

On  Friday  night,  an  Executive  Session 
(ministers  only)  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  was  held  with  almost  total  par¬ 
ticipation  from  the  clergy  members. 
Bishop  Underwood  gave  a  position  paper 
on  the  appointive  system  and  entertained 
questions  and  observations  from  the 
floor. 


Conference  Calendar 

FEBRUARY,  1985 

1  ‘'Discover  Centenary”  Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria  Districts 
1-2  UMW  Conf.  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee  Meetings,  Bunkie 

2  EMLC  Committee  Meeting,  Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m. 

1-3  New  Orleans-Houma/New  Orleans-Slidell  Bi-District  Laboratory 

School,  Munholland  UMC,  New  Orleans 
1-28  In-Parish  Visit  of  Both  1st  and  2nd  yr.  Candidates  for  Full  Connection 
2  License  to  Preach  School,  Wall  UMC,  Clinton  &  Trinity,  Ruston 
4-7  Ministers’  Week,  S.M.U. 

8  “Discover  Centenary”  New  Orleans-Houma  &  New  Orleans-Slidell  Dis¬ 
tricts 

8-10  Sr.  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Minden  7  p.m.  on  8th-Noon 
on  10th 

9  License  to  Preach  School,  Wall  UMC,  Clinton  &  Trinity,  Ruston 

11  Trinity  Bible  Studies  Workshop,  Headquarters  Bldg.  Area  Meeting 
Room,  10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

13  Pre-Retirement  Workshop,  Headquarters  Building  Area  Meeting  Room, 
10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

15  Annual  Progress  Report  will  be  sent  to  all  Probationers 

16  License  to  Preach  School,  Wall  UMC,  Clinton  &  Trinity,  Ruston 

17  Human  Relations  Day  Offering 

18-19  Lake  Charles  District  Seminar  on  Finance  &  Budget  Planning, 

District  Camp 
18-22  Brotherhood  Week 

22-24  UMW  Christian  Disciplines  Workshop,  Bellemont,  Baton  Rouge. 

23  License  to  Preach  School,  Wall  UMC,  Clinton  &  Trinity,  Ruston 

24  First  Sunday  in  Lent 

26  Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  Cabinet  Room. 
10:00  a.m. 

27  Drew  University  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program  Meeting,  Area  Meeting 
Room,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  1:30-3:30  p.m. 

MARCH 

1  CCOM  Budget  Meeting,  Broadmoor  UMC.  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m. 

1  World  Day  of  Prayer 

1-31  In-Parish  Visit  of  both  1st  and  2nd  yr.  Candidates  for  Full  Connection 

2  License  to  Preach  School,  Wall  UMC,  Clinton  &  Trinity,  Ruston 
6  Conference  Council  Directors,  Dallas 

6  Board  of  Directors  for  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

7  Executive  Committee,  SCJ,  Dallas 

7  Revitalization  Planning  Session,  Headquarters  Bldg.  10:00  a.m. 

8-9  Youth  Service  Fund,  North,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Minden  (7  p.m. 
on  8th  until  3:00  p.m.  9th) 

10-11  Mission  Interpretation  Event  for  each  District,  Sponsored  by  the  BGM 
Promotion,  Education  Cultivations  Committee 


Conference  Council 


Attention  Men! 
Purdue  Is  For  You! 

WANTED:  5,000  men  to  attend  the  4th  National 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men. 

PURPOSE:  To  help  each  man  believe  for 
himself  in  the  assurance  given  through 
faith  in  Christ  that  he  can  live  in  hope  and 
freedom  in  Shalom;  to  generate  a  sense 
of  hope  and  enthusiasm  for  the  church  in 
our  third  century  and  the  role  of  men  in 
the  future;  to  translate  our  yearning  for 
peace  into  congruent  patterns  of  living  in 
relationships,  family,  community,  and  the 
world. 

THEME:  "Building  Men  of  Hope" 
PLACE:  The  beautiful  campus  of  Purdue  University,  West 
Lafayette,  Indiana. 

DATE:  July  12-14,  1985. 

COST:  $75.00  conference  fee  covers  registration,  room, 
and  board. 

SPONSORED  BY: 

Section  on  United  Methodist  Men 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
_  REGISTER  NOW! _ 

Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men  •  P.O.  Box  840  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 

Name _ 

Last  First  Middle  Initial 

Street _ _ 


City. 


State 


-Zip. 


Local  Church  . 


.Conference. 


You  are  not  registered  until  you  have  enclosed  your  check  with  this  registration 
form  and  mailed  it,  Two  persons  wishing  to  share  a  room  must  mail  their 
registration  forms  together  Make  checks  payable  to  Purdue  85  National 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men  UMM065M 


Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 

Confrontation  marks  Church  unity  at  crossroads . Pages 

Latin  America-  UM’s  give  big 

U.S.  consultation . Page  4  for  hunger . Pages 
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FEBRUARY  15,  1985 


The  Bishop’s  Corner 


Mrs.  Maureen  Dartez.  secretary  to  the  Bishop,  is  shown  checking  work  with  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  at  his  desk. 


More  Good  News 


The  Cabinet  reports  that  60  new  Adult 
Sunday  School  Classes,  or  a  goal  of  150 
before  Annual  Conference,  have  already 
been  formed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Conference 
Retreat  Center  inspected  sites  in 
central  Louisiana  last  week  and  will 
journey  to  Palestine,  Texas,  late  this 
month  to  view  the  Lakeview  Assembly  in 
the  Texas  Conference.  Enthusiasm  for 
this  project  continues  to  mount  through¬ 
out  the  Conference. 

The  Conference  Youth  Director  reports 
that  despite  frigid  weather  250-plus  high 
school  students  and  counselors  attended 
the  Senior  High  Retreat  at  Caney  Con¬ 
ference  Center. 

St.  Timothy  United  Methodist  Church 


in  Mandeville  reports  that  the  Senior 
High  youth  gave  $1484.51  for  mission 
activities  in  1984;  and  at  Christmas,  gifts 
were  sent  to  all  the  children  (30)  at  South 
East  Hospital,  $185  was  also  given  so  that 
they  could  have  a  pizza  or  hamburger 
supper. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Jonesville  reports  that  an  electronic 
organ  has  been  placed  in  Fellowship  Hall 
in  memory  of  Michelle  Foster.  Michelle, 
who  enjoyed  music  and  singing, 
succumbed  to  cancer  last  year  at  the  age 
of  13. 

Walter  L.  Underwood 


‘Equipping  Lay  People’  Workshop 
To  Be  Held  at  Rayne  Memorial 


A  four-day  workshop,  “Equipping  Lay 
People  for  Ministry,”  will  be  held 
February  26-March  1,  at  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans.  Dr.  Ronald  H.  Sunderland,  from 
the  Institute  of  Religion  in  Houston  will 
serve  as  the  resource  leader. 

The  E.L.M.  workshop  consists  of  two 
sections:  The  first  is  an  eleven-session 
workshop  in  which  the  participant 
acquires  a  training  method  and 
materials  to  equip  lay  people  to  share  in 
the  congregation’s  pastoral  ministry. 

Group  members  will  participate  in  the 
training  sessions  as  if  they  constituted  a 
group  of  lay-people  from  a  particular 
congregation.  The  training  program  is 


not  a  series  of  lectures  about  a  lay 
pastoral  ministry.  It  is  a  means  by  which 
you  may  experience  the  actual  training 
program  which  has  been  developed  at 
the  Institute  of  Religion  during  the  past 
ten  years. 

The  second  section  is  a  presentation  of 
the  importance  of  oversight  of  lay 
pastoral  ministry  following  the 
completion  of  the  training.  The 
Institute’s  program  assumes  that 
supervision  of  lay  ministry  is  the  one 
fundamental  prerequisite  to  the  success 
of  the  project  in  the  congregation. 

The  event  is  being  sponsored  by  Rayne 
Church  and  the  New  Orleans/Houma 
District. 


The  Resurrection  and  the  Life 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 

Jesus  had  revealed  to  the  disciples  and 
people  his  relationship  to  God  as  the 
fountain  of  living  water,  the  bread  of  life, 
the  life,  the  light  of  the  world,  etc.  Now, 
we  see  the  final  sign  that  he  is  the 
resurrection  and  the  life. 

The  story  is  not  just  a  healing  miracle, 
but  the  demonstration  that  Jesus  is 
personally  the  resurrection  and  the  life. 
This  is  not  the  only  resurrection  story  in 
the  Bible.  Previously  Jesus  has  raised 
Jairus’  daughter  (Mark  5)  and  the  Nain 
widow’s  son  (Luke  7).  (Elijah  also  had 
raised  a  boy  from  the  dead.)  The  raising 
of  Lazarus  will  be  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  Lord’s  death  on  the  cross,  which 
will  lead  to  the  glorification  of  the  son  of 
God.  In  this  way  God  is  also  glorified. 

Jesus  seems  to  have  a  deep  friendship 
with  the  Bethany  family.  Several  com¬ 
parisons  to  the  story  in  Luke  10:38-42  are 
interesting.  Martha  is  the  center  family 
character  of  this  story.  Perhaps,  it  is  in 
keeping  with  her  general  character. 
Martha,  the  practical,  the  one  who 
serves  others,  goes  out  to  greet  Jesus  and 
then  thoughtfully  returns  for  Mary.  In 
modern  times,  Martha  would  have  made 
the  funeral  arrangements  and  probably 
adjusted  the  easiest  to  the  situation.  But, 
it  is  from  her  that  the  great  confession  of 
faith,  “I  believe  that  you  are  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God,  he  who  is  coming  into  the 
world.” 

In  contrast,  Mary  seems  to  reflect 
“self-grief”  in  her  statement,  “Lord,  if 
you  had  been  here,  my  brother  would  not 
have  died.”  Yet,  Mary  always  worshiped 
Jesus  as  she  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  will 


12  Churches  Pay  Out  100%  for  1985 

During  the  month  of  January,  twelve  churches  paid  in  advance 
100%  on  all  the  apportionments  for  the  year  of  1985.  Special 
recognition  is  due  the  following  churches ; 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

SieperUMC  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 

Whites  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Odell 

Cheney  ville  CMC  Rev.  John  M.  Downs 

Tullos  CMC  Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

Provencal  UMC  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Weaver  UMC  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Hamer 

BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  Rev.  Wallace  Blackwood 

Greenburg  „ 

BATON  ROUGE/LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 
New  Roads  UMC  Rev.  Howard  Hudson 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Oberlin  UMC  Rev.  Franklin  Chlastak 

Holly  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  Olmsted 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Ansley  UMC  Rev.  William  Stokes,  Jr. 

Salem  UMC  Rev.  Cage  McLemore 


Land  Purchased  For  Faith  UMC 


Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  above  with  pen  in 
hand,  gladly  participates  in  the  purchase 
of  5.94  acres  of  land  for  the  Faith  UM 
congregation  in  West  Monroe.  The 
purchase  was  signed  at  the  conclusion  of 
a  recent  morning  worship  service. 

Shown  in  the  above  picture  are,  left  to 
right:  Nan  Salisbury;  her  parents  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Drew ;  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell, 
pastor;  Dr.  Roger  Lindsay  and  John 

Single  Adult  Ministry 
Training  Events  Scheduled 


anoint  him  in  12:1-8.  From  both  women 
we  learn  that  belief  is  not  the  assent  to 
doctrines,  but  a  personal  trust  that  what 
Jesus  reveals  about  God  is  true. 

Jesus  declares  that  he  is  the  resur¬ 
rection  and  the  life.  Although  the  Jewish 
Pharisees  believed  m  a  general 
resurrection  at  the  Day  of  the  Lord,  the 
life  cycle  could  be  described  as  birth, 
physical  life,  and  death.  Jesus  changes 
that  to  saying  that  death  is  not  the  end. 
For  those  who  respond  in  faith  to  God’s 
revelation,  the  life  cycle  is  birth, 
physical  life  and  (eternal)  spiritual  life, 
(physical  death)  while  eternal  or 
spiritual  life  with  God  continues. 
Throughout  John’s  Gospel,  Jesus  has 
taught  that  eternal  life  begins  now,  not 
after  death.  The  one  who  responds  to 
God’s  love  revealed  in  Christ  discovers  a 
resurrection  experience  in  this  life  and 
does  not  have  to  wait  until  a  future 
existence. 

There  is  no  news  interview  or  any  other 
commentary  from  Lazarus  on  his  death 
experience.  The  description  of  Jesus  that 
death  is  like  sleep  (v.  11)  is  the  complete 
commentary.  It  makes  no  difference  if 
Jesus  could  have  healed  Lazarus  before 
he  died  or  within  a  day  or  two  after  he 
had  died.  The  key  idea  is  that  Jesus  acts 
out  his  teaching  by  being  the  resur¬ 
rection  and  the  life. 

While  the  other  Gospel  writers  see  the 
cleansing  of  the  Temple  as  the  cause  of 
Jesus’  death,  John  uses  the  event  to 
explain  Jesus’  death.  Because  Lazarus 
lives,  Jesus  died.' The  Shepherd  will  lay 
down  his  life  for  his  sheep. 


“Establishing  and  Nurturing  a  Single 
Adult  Ministry”  will  be  the  topic  of  a 
jurisdiction-wide  leadership  training 
event  March  22-24  at  Lakeview  Methodist 
Assembly  in  Palestine,  Texas. 

The  event,  organized  by  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference’s  Single  Adult 
Division,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Texas 
Conference’s  Single  Adult  Council,  is  for 
those  in  the  jurisdiction  who  would  like  to 
learn  beginning  skills  or  gain  new  ideas 
for  further  developing  existing 
ministries.  Sessions  and  workshops,  as 
well  as  consultations  and  fellowship 
times,  will  offer  participants  a  blend  of 
basic  concepts  and  “how-to’s”  of  single 
adult  ministry. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  event  is  Ann 
Alexander  Smith,  one  of  the  Church’s 
leading  authorities  in  the  area  of  single 
adult  ministry.  She  is  nationally  known 
for  her  leadership  previously  as  Single 
Adult  Consultant  in  the  Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board. 

Kent  Kilbourne  will  be  music  and 
worship  leader  for  the  conference.  He  is 
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Long,  trustees  of  Faith  UMC;  and  Dr. 
McGuire  at  the  pulpit. 

Monies  for  the  purchase  of  the  site  for 
the  church  were  provided  by  the  Church 
Extension  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  The  Monroe  District 
Trustees  recently  purchased  the 
parsonage  for  the  Faith  Church. 


Rev.  Doug  Williams,  above  left,  is  shown  receiving  the  $100  award  check  from  Mrs. 
annie  Johnson,  center,  who  had  won  it  through  the  Woolworth  Volunteer  Service 


Connie  , 

Awards  Program.  Her  pastor.  Rev.  Roy  Mouser,  looks  on. 

St.  Stephens  Member  Honored 


A  member  of  St.  Stephen’s  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City  was 
recently  honored  by  her  employer,  Wool- 
worth  Company,  for  her  volunteer  work 
on  behalf  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  and  other  community  service 
agencies.  Mrs.  Connie  Johnson  received 
notification  in  December  that  she  was 
one  of  152  Division  Award  winners  from 
throughout  the  United  States,  Canada, 
and  Germany,  as  part  of  the  company’s 
Chairman’s  Volunteer  Service  Awards 
Program.  The  award  carried  a  $100 
check  which  was  presented  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home  in  Mrs.  Johnson’s 
honor. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks,  Mrs. 
Johnson  was  notified  that  she  has  been 
chosen  as  one  of  20  Grand  Award 
recipients.  This  award  will  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  $500  grant  to  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  recognition  of  Mrs. 
Johnson’s  efforts. 


Connie  Johnson  has  contributed  her 
time  and  talents  to  this  Home  for  many 
years  through  her  making  of  various 
handmade  crafts  and  gift  items  for  the 
residents.  On  the  day  she  delivered  her 
monetary  award  to  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home,  she  brought  several  boxes 
of  her  work  including  a  beautiful  afghan. 

In  addition  to  her  interest  in  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Children’s  Home,  Mrs.  Johnson  has 
also  been  a  faithful  supporter  of  other 
community  programs.  For  several  years 
she  spent  her  day  off  working  with 
residents  of  the  Johnny  Gray  Jones 
Youth  Shelter  in  Bossier  City. 

St.  Stephen’s  pastor,  Roy  Mouser, 
expressed  the  pride  of  the  congregation 
regarding  Mrs.  Johnson’s  accomplish¬ 
ments.  He  reports  that  several  of  the 
church  members  are  now  assisting  Connie 
and  supplying  her  with  materials  for  her 
various  projects. 


Jefferson  Endorsed  as  Chaplain 


currently  serving  as  Associate  Minister 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria,  Louisiana.  He  is  popular  as 
both  speaker  and  musician  at  con¬ 
ference,  district,  and  local  church  re¬ 
treats  for  youth  and  young  adults. 

“A  growing  awareness  of  the  ever- 
increasing  numbers  of  single  adults 
among  us  in  our  churches  and  in  our 
communities  is  rapidly  raising  the 
Church’s  sensitivity  to  the  need  for  vital 
and  responsive  ministries  that  include 
single  adults,”  says  the  Rev.  Susan 
Monts,  Design  Team  Chair  and  Associate 
Minister  with  single  adults  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas. 

Participation  in  the  conference  is 
limited  to  total  registration  of  400. 
Ideally,  local  churches  will  send 
leadership  teams  of  two  to  five  lay 
persons  and  staff  to  this  conference.  The 
cost  is  $39.00  per  person,  which  includes 
food,  lodging,  registration  and  materials. 
Deadline  for  registration  is  February  15, 
1985.  For  more  information,  contact  Rev. 
Susan  Monts,  (214  )  742-7222,  in  Dallas. 


covenant  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  has  the  preparation,  training,  skills 
and  experience  to  perform  that  ministry. 

To  be  endorsed,  one  must  be  a  full 
member  of  an  annual  conference, 
referred  by  a  bishop  and  district 
superintendent  and  credentialed  by 
appropriate  agencies.  After  interviews, 
the  final  decision  is  made  by  a  seven- 
member  clergy  committee  within  the 
Division,  chaired  by  Bishop  Emerson 
Calaw. 


Father  Thompson  Is 
Lectionary  Presenter 


Rev.  Julius  Jefferson 

Rev.  Julius  Jefferson,  pastor  of  Peck 
United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
has  been  endorsed  as  an  Air  National 
Guard  Chaplain  by  The  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  of  The 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

The  communication  form  Orris  E. 
Kelly,  Associate  General  Secretary  of 
the  Division,  stated  that  endorsement  is 
an  affirmation  that  a  person  is  or  will  be 
performing  a  valid  ministry  within  the 


The  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  (Ruston)  Page  on  the 
back  is  the  second  page 
for  this  week’s  LUM  issue 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


Dr.  Samuel  Dubose  Cook,  President 
of  Dillard  University,  New  Orleans,  has 
been  named  to  the  University  Senate  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  He  joins 
President  Don  Webb  of  Centenary  who 
was  also  recently  honored. 

On  February  24,  the  new  Multi- 
Purpose  Building  and  renovated 
sanctuary  and  classrooms  of  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  will  be  consecrated.  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  will  be  the 
speaker  for  the  3:00  p.m.  service  of 
consecration.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis 
is  the  pastor. 

♦  •  * 

Albert  Sklar,  president  of  Sklar  and 
Phillips  Oil  Co.,  will  chair  the  1985 
Great  Teachers-Scholars  Fund  at 
Centenary  College.  Now  in  its  25th  year, 
the  fund  has  a  goal  of  $1,072,000,  the 


highest  ever. 

*  *  * 

The  Lake  Charles  District  will  hold  a 
Minister’s  Retreat  at  Camp  LeBlanc, 
February  18-19.  Finance  and  fund 
raising  in  the  local  church  will  be  the 
topic,  with  Elvis  and  Betty  North  as 
resource  leaders.  One  C.E.U.  credit 
will  be  awarded.  Registrations  may  be 
made  through  the  Lake  Charles  District 
office,  816  Kirkman  Street,  Lake 
Charles,  La.  70601. 

The  Monroe  District  Laity  Banquet 
was  held  February  15  at  the  Monroe 
Civic  Center  Convention  Hall.  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  served  as  the 
speaker  for  the  event.  Music  was 
furnished  by  “The  Miracles”  of 
Baddour  Memorial  Center  in 
Senatobia,  Mississippi.  Chef  Hans,  a 
well-known  food  specialist  provided  the 
meal  for  the  group. 


A  “Key  To  Joy"  weekend,  with  the 
emphasis  on  “Being  A  Christian,”  will 
be  held  at  the  Walker  United  Methodist 
Church.  March  15-17.  Jack  Dew,  of 
West  Monroe,  will  be  the  team 
coordinator  for  the  20  lay  visitors  who 
will  come  to  Walker.  Dick  Luther  is  the 
local  chairperson.  Mark  Martin  is  the 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Clinical  Pastoral  Training  is  now 
underway  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  The  sessions 
will  continue  through  May  9.  On  March 
14,  a  seminar,  “Faithing,  A  Process,” 
will  be  led  by  Dr.  Fisher  Humphreys  of 
the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary.  The 
work  of  Dr.  James  Fowler,  on  faith 
development,  will  be  discussed  by  Rev. 
Heidi  Ginn,  associate  pastor  of 
University  UM,  Lake  Charles. 


Father  William  G.  Thompson,  above,  a 
noted  Catholic  scholar  is  the  Presenter 
for  the  present  lections  of  the  Church 
year.  His  presentation,  beamed  up  on 
satellite  in  January  covered  January  27 
through  February  17.  He  is  associate 
professor  of  New  Testament  at  the  Jesuit 
School  of  Theology  in  Chicago. 
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Wait  a  minute,  Mr.  President 

The  Hon.  Ronald  Reagan 
The  White  House 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

We  at  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  regret  the  need  we  feel  to  write  you  this 
critical  open  letter. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  were  deeply  offended  by  your  widely  reported 
remark  a  few  days  ago  to  the  National  Religious  Broadcasters.  You  said,  “The 
Scriptures  are  on  our  side”  in  support  of  your  administration’s  budget  request 
for  an  increased  U.S.  arms  buildup. 

The  verse  you  cited  was  Luke  14:31:  “Or  what  king,  when  he  sets  out  to  meet 
another  king  in  battle,  will  not  first  sit  down  and  take  counsel  whether  he  is 
strong  enough  with  10,000  men  to  encounter  the  one  coming  against  him  with 
20,000?  Or  else,  while  the  other  is  still  far  away,  sends  a  delegation  and  asks 
the  terms  of  peace?" 

Frankly,  Mr.  President,  we  cannot  understand  how  you  or  your  speechwriters 
could  imagine  that  this  parable  would  support  your  promotion  of  a  weapons 
buildup.  Taken  in  context,  Jesus’  teaching  in  this  instance  is  not  remotely 
related  to  national  defense.  Much  to  the  contrary,  Jesus  was  reminding  his 
disciples  of  the  need  to  anticipate  the  difficulty  of  following  Him. 

We  commend  your  apparent  attempt  to  be  guided  by  scriptural  principles  in 
the  conduct  of  your  office. 

But  your  inappropriate  use  of  Scripture  before  the  National  Religious  Broad¬ 
casters  smacks  more  of  an  awkward  attempt  to  ingratiate  yourself  further 
with  an  influential  political  lobby— one  that  conceivably  could  support  your 
proposal  for  increased  weapons  spending. 

We  have  an  idea,  in  fact,  that  most  members  of  the  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  know  their  Bible  well  enough  to  catch  your  misappropriation  of 
Christ’s  teachings.  But  we  fear  they  are  willing  to  overlook  what  may  have 
been  your  honest  error  in  return  for  access  to  the  nation’s  highest  offices. 

More  disturbing,  in  our  view,  is  that  many  uninformed  persons  are  likely  to 
assume  your  remarks  are  correct  and  give  undue  credence  to  your  claim  of 
biblical  "support”  of  a  weapons  buildup. 

Any  knowing  misuse  of  words  and  symbols  of  the  Christian  faith,  particularly 
to  manipulate  public  opinion,  offends  us.  The  offense  is  especially  deplorable 
when  the  words  of  Jesus,  who  taught  and  lived  a  life  of  peace,  are  twisted  to 
suggest  support  for  a  massive  arms  buildup.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
spirit  or  the  mind  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

Mr.  President,  we  believe  you  are  an  honorable  person.  Therefore,  we  urge  you 
publicly  to  disavow  your  misuse  of  our  Lord’s  teachings  to  gain  support  for 
your  administration’s  weapons  buildup.  We  might  continue  to  disagree  with 
you  about  the  wisdom  of  that  policy.  But  we  could  at  least  affirm  your  efforts 
to  conduct  the  debate  with  the  honesty  and  integrity  befitting  the  leader  of  the 
world’s  most  powerful  nation. 

Sincerely, 

The  Editorial  Staff 


A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Nicaragua:  Reporter  responds  to  readers 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  a  Dec.  28  editorial,  we  asked  Re¬ 
porter  readers  what  questions  about  Nic¬ 
aragua  they  would  like  to  see  pursued  by 
a  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
delegation  going  to  that  nation  Jan.  14-19. 

Within  the  two  weeks,  36  readers  re¬ 
sponded,  most  with  lengthy  comments 
and  questions. 

I  put  copies  of  each  letter  into  the  hands 
of  all  delegation  members  before  we  left 
Miami  for  Nicaragua.  They  treated  the 
letters  seriously,  reading  and  underlining 
points  in  them  on  the  plane  and  referring 
to  them  during  the  tour  (see  UMR,  Jan.  25 
and  Feb.  1  for  news  reports). 

A  few  letter  writers  questioned  why  the 
bishops  were  wasting  money  and  time  fo¬ 
cusing  on  one  impoverished  Central 
American  nation. 

One  answer  is  that  the  United  States  is 
waging  an  intermittent,  undeclared  war 
against  Nicaragua’s  five-year-old  revolu¬ 
tionary  government.  As  United  Methodist 
Christians  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  we  bear  some  responsibility  to 
Nicaraguans  and  to  ourselves  to  determine 
whether  our  government’s  last  resort 
measure  of  violence  is  necessary. 

Also,  United  Methodists  should  show 
concern  about  the  ability  of  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians  in  other  countries  fully  to  live  out 
their  faith  and  participate  within  their 
country’s  political  process.  Many  people 
have  questioned  if  that  ability  is  threat¬ 
ened  by  the  Nicaraguan  government. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  “Social 
Principles"  long  have  included  strong 
stances  on  both  of  the  above  concerns. 

In  addition,  a  controversy  has  been 
growing  within  the  denomination  for  the 
last  year  about  whether  actions  related  to 
Nicaragua  taken  by  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  and  agencies  have  been  appropriate. 

The  following  is  my  analysis  of  what  I 
saw  and  heard  while  accompanying  the 
bishops’  delegation  concerning  the  ques¬ 
tions  most  asked  by  Reporter  readers. 

What  do  the  common 
people  think? 

More  than  anything  else,  Reporter  let¬ 
ter  writers  wanted  to  know  what  “the 
common  people”  think:  How  do  they  as¬ 
sess  the  changes  in  their  lives  since  the 
overthrow  of  the  Anastasio  Somoza  re¬ 
gime  in  1979  and  the  ascension  to  power 


of  the  Sandinista  Party? 

Unfortunately,  the  bishops'  delegation 
had  the  opportunity  to  talk  to  very  few 
so-called  common  people,  although  the 
bishops  talked  almost  non-stop  with 
leaders  who  together  probably  repre¬ 
sented  most  common  people. 

Several  generalized  observations  are 
possible  on  the  basis  of  the  well-bal¬ 
anced  interview 
schedule  arranged 
for  our  delegation 
and  of  what  I  saw  of 
life  around  me:  Most 
Nicaraguans  really 
do  want  an  end  to 
U.S.  aid  to  rebels  as 
well  as  to  all  mili¬ 
tary  conflict  in  their  R°y 
land.  And  Nicaraguans,  at  least  those  in 
cities,  do  not  live  in  a  climate  of  gross 
intimidation  by  their  government  or  its 
military. 

One  of  our  most  striking  findings  about 
the  common  people  was  how  many  lead¬ 
ers  described  Protestants  as  having  wide¬ 
ly  divergent  attitudes  toward  the 
Sandinistas. 

United  Methodists  have  not  seen  that 
diversity  in  the  Nicaraguans  who  have 
been  brought  to  this  country  and  been 
exposed  to  church  members  here 
through  tours  and  publications.  Those 
Nicaraguans  have  come  from  groups 
that  receive  United  Methodist  money 
and  personnel  support. 

But  those  groups  are  almost  entirely 
of  one  kind:  organizations  that  generally 
support  the  Sandinistas.  Even  their  lead¬ 
ers  told  us  that  a  large  segment  of  Prot¬ 
estants,  if  not  the  vast  majority,  has 
resisted  identifying  closely  with  the  rev¬ 
olutionary  government. 

We  in  the  United  States  need  to  make 
certain  that  we  get  a  broad  exposure  to 
all  segments  of  Nicaraguan  Christians  if 
we  are  truly  to  know  how  we  can  support 
them.  United  Methodist  groups  and  agen¬ 
cies  dealing  with  Nicaraguan  issues  need 
to  expose  themselves  and  us  to  some  of 
the  Protestants  who  differ  from— and  in 
some  case  are  antagonistic  toward— the 
church  groups  we’ve  been  supporting. 
(Nicaragua  has  no  Methodist  churches.) 

How  much  religious 
liberty  do  they  have? 

So  far  as  we  could  tell,  religious  prac- 


JLetters  to  the  Editor 

I  Tongue-in-cheek  poem  describes  unloved  cleric 


'To  the  Editor: 

•  I  appreciate  Rollins  Winslow's  com- 
rjnents  about  “agape”  love  in  the  Jan.  25 
•Issue  of  the  Reporter.  I  trust  he  won’t 
•mind  if  I  give  a  bit  of  illumination  con- 
'cerning  the  little  poem  he  quoted. 

The  poem  is  not  a  child’s  expressed 
reaction  to  the  family  physician.  It  was 
written  about  1675  by  one  Thomas 
Brown,  adapted  from  an  ancient  Latin 
poem.  The  text  referred  to  Dr.  John  Fell, 
;>dean  of  Christ  Church  (Oxford)  and  later 
^bishop  of  Oxford.  Dr.  Fell  was  evidently 
;’not  popular  with  everyone,  hence  the 
''tongue-in-cheek  quatrain: 

£  "I  do  not  like  thee,  Dr.  Fell, 

How  or  why  I  Qannot  tell; 

•,  But  this  I  know,  and  know  full  well, 
I  do  not  like  thee,  Dr.  Fell.” 

'This  little  piece  of  poetry,  by  the  way,  is 
quatrain,  not  a  limerick  as  Mr.  Wins¬ 
low  calls  it.  A  limerick,  of  course,  is  a 
Specific  poetic  form  like  the  following: 
£  A  famous  old  New  England  preacher 
?-  Called  a  hen  a  most  wonderful  crea¬ 
ture; 

‘  The  hen,  pleased  with  that, 

Laid  an  egg  in  his  hat— 

And  thus  did  the  Henry  Ward  Beecher. 

J.  Harold  Greenlee 
Duncanville.  Texas 


Thank  you  for  statement 

To  the  Editor: 

f  just  read,  with  the  usual  sense  of 
excitement  that  Dr.  Armstrong’s  pen  al¬ 
ways  inspires,  his  recent  article  in  the 
Reporter  (see  UMR,  Jan.  25).  Thank  you 
for  that  powerful  statement.  My  ordina¬ 
tion  papers  —  one  signed  by  Bishop 
Brashares,  one  by  Bishop  Raines  —  now 
shines  more  brightly  on  my  office  wall. 

I,  too,  am  sad  that  Dr.  Armstrong’s 
ordination  papers  are  not  the  center- 
piece  of  the  artifacts  that  decorate  his 
office  and  tell  the  world  "who”  Jim 
Armstong  is. 

But,  as  important  as  various  forms  of 
apostolic  succession  may  be,  the  absence 
of  his  ordination  papers  from  his  wall  in 
no  way  rob  him  of  the  high  calling  of 


God  in  Christ  Jesus  of  the  “more  excel¬ 
lent  way." 

I  pray  for  the  hour  and  day  when  his 
singular,  powerful  and  prophetic  voice 
will  ring  out  again  in  secular  and  sacred 
sanctuaries  across  the  land. 

Don  Carpenter 
Elkhart,  Indiana 

Two  disciples  compared 

To  the  Editor: 

Dr.  Armstrong’s  article  moved  me 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  25).  We  should  recall  the 
story  of  another  great  disciple,  one  who 
did  more  than  resign,  one  who  actually 
denied  our  Lord,  not  once— but  three 
times. 

Perhaps  it  was  good  that  the  disciple’s 
“orders”  were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  church. 


While  I  do  not  know  the  present  status 
of  Dr.  Armstrong’s  orders,  I  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  that  we.  the  church,  would  not  seek 
to  be  fully  reconciled  and  restore  his  orders. 

I  entered  ministerial  candidacy  while 
he  was  my  bishop  in  the  Dakotas  Area. 
His  willingness  to  wade  into  the  depths 
of  crucial  life  issues  with  a  Christ-cen¬ 
tered  faith  has  influenced  and  strength¬ 
ened  me  often  since. 

On  my  journey  toward  elders  orders,  I 
have  not  been  denied  the  benefits  of  that 
earlier  disciple,  Peter  the  Apostle.  I  pray 
that  I  will  not  be  denied  further  benefit 
of  another  faithful  disciple,  James  Arm¬ 
strong. 

Jesus  Christ  welcomed  Peter  fully.  Is 
not  the  same  Christ  reigning  today? 

Jerome  R.  DeVine 
Cambridge,  Maryland 
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EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the 
first  of  a  series  by  Reporter  Editor  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a  six-month 
sabbatical  leave  with  his  family  in  Ke¬ 
nya.  Mr.  Dunnam  will  be  observing  and 
describing  the  church’s  work  in  Kenya  as 
well  as  in  numerous  other  African  na¬ 
tions. 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— My  Christian  eth¬ 
ics  professor  in  seminary  regularly  re¬ 
minded  my  class  of  an  axiom  from  his 
experience:  "Things  are  almost  always 
more  complicated  than  they  first  ap¬ 
pear.” 

Our  first  weeks  of  living  in  a  Third 
World  country  underscore  his  point. 

A  major  factor  in  our  decision  to 
spend  our  sabbatical  leave  in  a  develop¬ 
ing  country  was  a  desire  to  identify  more 
closely  with  the  world’s  "have  not”  peo¬ 
ple.  Our  lifestyle  did  in  fact  undergo  an 
immediate,  radical  simplification  when 
we  arrived  in  Nairobi. 

Learning  to  live  without 

Among  the  "basics”  of  our  affluent 
American  lifestyle  that  we  are  learning 
to  live  without  are  microwave  ovens, 
vacuum  cleaners,  electric  mixers,  elec¬ 
tric  dishwashers,  Bisquick  and  plain  yel¬ 
low  mustard.  Electric  appliances  are 
available  but  enormously  expensive. 
Tasty,  time-saving,  instant  food  prepa¬ 
rations  are  largely  unavailable  at  any 
price. 

Our  two  relatively  new  family  vehi¬ 
cles  have  been  replaced  by  a  ’77  Ford 
Escort— into  which  the  five  of  us  barely 
fit. 

Our  cable  TV  with  dozens  of  program 
options  is  replaced  by  a  small  portable 
unit.  On  it  we  can  watch  Kenya’s  single 
TV  channel  during  the  six-to-seven  hours 
it  is  on  the  air  each  day. 

Our  deprivations  relative  to  life  in  the 
United  States  are  real  and  at  times  pain¬ 
ful.  Compared  to  our  accustomed  life¬ 
style,  we  have  become  "have  nots.” 

Relative  to  the  masses  of  people  in 
this  developing  East  African  country, 


however,  we  are  unmistakably  among 
the  "haves.”  In  fact,  we  undoubtedly  are 
much  more  wealthy  in  relation  to  the 
rest  of  the  population  here  than  we  are 
in  Dallas. 

We  are  living  in  one  of  the  nicest  areas 
of  Nairobi  in  a  beautiful  eight-room 
house  owned  by  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Kenya.  It  is  located  on  a  large  lot  filled 
with  a  wide  variety  of  tropical  flowers 
and  shrubs.  Our  closest  neighbor  is  Ke¬ 
nya  Methodism’s  presiding  bishop,  the 
Rev.  Lawi  Imathiu. 

Our  relative  wealth  coupled  with  Ke¬ 
nya’s  relative  poverty  enables  us  to  af¬ 
ford  a  luxury  never  seriously  considered 
at  home:  a  full-time,  live-in  house  helper, 
a  lovely  young  Methodist  Christian  from 
Meru  named  Faith.  Our  relative  wealth 
also  dictates  the  need  for  a  person  to 
watch  over  the  church’s  house  and  our 
possessions  at  night  while  we  sleep. 

What  are  answers? 

How  do  you  explain  having  a  "ser¬ 
vant"  to  your  children  in  whom  you’ve 
always  tried  to  instill  a  belief  in  human 
equality? 

Where  is  the  justice  in  a  person  born 
here  being  grateful  to  work  for  a  month 
for  what  a  maid  is  paid  for  one  day’s 
work  in  the  United  States? 

How  do  you  explain  to  your  children— 
or  yourself —that  you  are  being  generous 
rather  than  selfish  to  provide  such  peo¬ 
ple  jobs,  food  and  friendship? 

There  are  no  simple,  adequate  expla¬ 
nations.  Rather  than  trying  to  explain, 
we  emphasize  the  need  to  relate  to  those 
who  help  us  as  human  beings,  as  fellow 
Christians  and  as  part  of  our  extended 
family. 

Where  is  the  justice? 

We  need  drive  only  a  few  blocks  to  see 
persons  living  in  hovels  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Where  is  God’s  justice  and 
Jesus'  servanthood  to  be  observed  in  our 
living  in  spacious  comfort— and  at  least 
having  hot  water  and  soap  to  maintain 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 
some  minimal  level  of  sanitation— while 
so  many  others  live  in  squalor,  in  pover¬ 
ty  and  with  little  hope  of  ever  surmount¬ 
ing  it? 

As  I  drive  to  the  market  each  day  and 
see  hundreds  of  Kenyans  walking  to  and 
from  their  jobs  or  riding  on  one  of  Nairo¬ 
bi’s  incredibly  crowded  buses,  I  am  re¬ 
minded  that  even  having  a  77  Ford 
Escort  to  drive  is  an  incredible  luxury. 

Most  of  the  Kenyans  we  meet  each 
day  are  cheerful,  proud,  industrious  peo¬ 
ple.  Most  are  too  grateful  for  what  they 
have  to  spend  much  time  feeling  bitter 
about  what  they  have  not. 

‘Haves’  accepted 

There  is  a  keen  awareness  of  the  hun¬ 
ger  and  disease  that  are  rampant  in  Ke¬ 
nya’s  neighbors  to  the  north,  Ethiopia 
and  Somalia,  as  well  as  numerous  other 
African  countries.  Surprisingly,  those  we 
have  met  here  so  far  seem  more  inclined 
to  welcome  us  as  friends  and  honored 
guests  than  as  "rich  Western  imperial¬ 
ists.” 

I  hope  that  says  something  about  our 
attitude  as  well  as  theirs.  The  issue  of 
"haves"  and  “have  nots”  remains.  In  the 
words  of  my  Christian  ethics  professor, 
"It  is  much  more  complicated  than  it 
first  appears.” 

Living  among  masses  of  “have  nots” 
does  not  uncomplicate  the  issue  but  in¬ 
tensifies  it  for  one  who  "has”  both 
wealth  and  a  sense  of  conscience.  My 
struggle  with  this  issue  is  part  of  the 
reason  my  family  and  I  are  here.  If  I 
harbored  some  secret  hope  of  finding  a 
simple  way  of  resolving  it,  I’ve  put  it 
aside. 

This  struggle  will  apparently  continue 
in  my  consciousness  as  I  visit  more  of 
Kenya  and  other  Africa  nations  where 
the  gap  between  "haves”  and  “have 
nots”  is  even  greater.  I  pray  that  God 
will  never  allow  me  to  lay  aside  this 
struggle. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


tices  of  worship,  education  and  evange¬ 
lism  are  open,  and  Protestant 
membership  is  burgeoning. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  any¬ 
body  could  spend  time  in  Nicaragua 
talking  to  a  wide  variety  of  people  and 
then  claim  the  Sandinistas  systematical¬ 
ly  persecute  any  group  of  Christians. 

But  when  you  look  at  the  deeper  and 
more  complicated  levels  of  freedom  as 
set  forward  by  United  Methodism’s  Res¬ 
olution  on  Religious  Freedom,  passed  by 
the  1984  General  Conference,  it  makes  a 
difference  what  a  church  says  about  the 
government. 

There  seem  to  be  no  problems  for  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  and  denominations  that 
overtly  express  the  desire  to  support  the 
government  openly.  The  same  cannot  be 
said  for  those  who  have  declined  such 
support. 

Leaders  of  those  groups  don’t  claim 
persecution.  They  do  complain  of  harass¬ 
ment.  They  don’t  believe  much  of  the 
harassment  is  done  under  order  of  top 
Sandinista  leaders.  Nonetheless,  the  po¬ 
litical  climate  seems  to  allow  lower-lev¬ 
el  party  leaders  to  harass. 

Examples  given  to  us  of  this  harass¬ 
ment  included  difficulties  in  obtaining 
religious  literature  from  other  nations 
and  in  getting  all  types  of  supplies, 
which  those  complaining  said  are  avail¬ 
able  for  "pro-Sandinista”  groups. 

Such  harassment  is  significant  in  a  na¬ 
tion  where  nearly  all  products  and  supplies 
are  scarce  and  where  the  government  con¬ 
trols  much  of  the  distribution. 

A  key  problem  is  the  way  the  govern¬ 
ment,  the  nation  and  "the  revolution”  are 
so  closely  identified  with  the  Sandinista 
Party. 

We  were  told  by  some  Protestant  lead¬ 
ers  that  if  they  don’t  “produce  declara¬ 
tions  backing  the  government,”  the 
government  considers  them  enemies. 

One  such  group,  with  about  a  third  of 
the  nation’s  Protestant  pastors  in  its 
membership,  has  tried  for  more  than  two 
years  to  obtain  routine  legal  status  that 
would  allow  it  to  buy  land,  hold  a  bank 
account,  etc. 

Other  stories  of  harassment  or  favorit¬ 
ism  we  heard  sounded  like  the  kind  of 
local  zoning  and  ordinance  problems  that 
many  churches  in  the  United  States  face. 
But  a  charge  by  Roman  Catholic  Bishop 
Pablo  Vega  was  serious.  He  is  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishops’  president  and  a  hardline 
public  critic  of  the  Sandinistas. 

Bishop  Vega  claimed  that  Cubans, 
Hungarians,  Yugoslavians  and  Russians 
are  behind  the  scenes,  influencing  the 
government,  which  is  infiltrating  the 
church  and  creating  division  among  pa¬ 
rishioners  and  the  hierarchy.  The  goal  is 
to  take  over  the  church  "from  the  inside,” 
he  said. 

Bishop  Vega  did  not  offer  enough  sub¬ 
stantiating  evidence  to  convince  the  UM 
bishops’  delegation  or  me  of  his  charges. 
However,  I  don’t  feel  ready  to  dismiss 
them  as  something  merely  made  up  by  a 
paranoid  bishop. 

Infiltrating  the  church  in  an  attempt  to 
subvert  it  or  tame  its  critical  voice  would 
be  the  most  insidious  means  of  religious 
repression— much  more  so  than  physical 
persecution. 

Overall,  I  heard  enough  complaints 
about  sporadic  problems  concerning  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  for  me  to  hold  serious  reser¬ 
vations  about  what  may  lie  ahead  for 
some  Nicaraguan  Christians. 

How  well  are  human 
rights  respected? 

Most  U.S.  and  international  human 
rights  groups  are  giving  much  higher 
marks  to  Nicaragua  than  to  several  oth¬ 
er  Central  American  nations. 

On  rights  violations  that  involve  tor¬ 
ture  or  death,  Nicaragua  ranks  especial¬ 
ly  well. 

However,  we  heard  some  serious  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  status  of  specific  rights 
that  United  Methodism's  “Social  Princi¬ 
ples”  say  all  governments  must  protect. 

Freedom  of  the  press: 

The  Sandinistas  own  one  of  the  nation¬ 
ally  circulated  newspapers,  have  the  loy¬ 
alty  of  a  second  and  severely  censor  the 
third  that  is  critical  of  the  regime. 

Although  some  censorship  can  be  ex¬ 
plained  as  protecting  national  security  in 
a  time  of  war,  much  cannot.  The  censor¬ 
ship  began  before  the  war. 

Freedom  from  harassment  of  political 
opponents  through  detention  and  impris¬ 
onment: 

Organizers  and  leaders  of  independent 
labor  unions  are  being  harassed  heavily 
through  arrests,  we  were  told  by  Lino 
Hernandez  of  the  Permanent  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Human  Rights  in  Nicaragua. 

Of  about  100  human  rights  complaints 
filed  a  month,  most  appear  legitimate 
and  deal  with  treatment  of  prisoners  or 
the  non-judicial  sentencing  of  peasants 
accused  of  aiding  rebels,  he  said.  (These 
sentencings  remain  a  major  concern  of 
the  Nobel  Prize-winning  Amnesty  Inter¬ 
national  of  London.) 

Freedom  of  speech: 

One  measure  of  the  freedom  of  speech 
is  the  treatment  of  organizations  that 
monitor  a  government. 

The  Permanent  Commission  on  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  was  begun  in  1976  and 
chronicled  the  violations  by  the  Somoza 
regime  until  its  fall  in  1979. 

"Under  Somoza  some  of  our  members 
were  imprisoned,  exiled  and  even  assas¬ 
sinated,"  Dr.  Hernandez  said.  As  in  most 
other  respects,  the  situation  is  better  to¬ 
day,  he  said.  However,  at  present  the 
Sandinistas  also  regard  the  organization 
as  an  enemy,  he  said.  "Some  of  our 
members  are  in  exile  and  five  are  in 
jail,”  he  noted. 

Still,  we  United  Methodists  couldn’t 
help  but  remark  frequently  about  how 
easily  and  openly  people  seemed  to  talk. 


We  did  not  take  opportunities  to  press 
Sandinista  leaders  for  responses  on  the 
human  rights  charges  we  heard. 

Is  Nicaragua  becoming 

a  totalitarian  state? 

An  erroneous  assumption  or  claim  made 
in  several  letters  from  Reporter  readers 
was  that  Nicaragua  has  a  communist  or 
Marxist-Leninist  government  in  control  of 
most  aspects  of  its  citizens'  lives. 

But  it  isn’t  true. 

Free-enterprise  business  operations, 
though  curtailed,  abound.  Graffiti  advocat¬ 
ing  the  many  opposition  political  parties 
that  ran  in  the  November  elections  adorn 
walls  everywhere.  Despite  censorship,  the 
government  is  criticized  quite  openly. 

Nonetheless,  we  saw  many  signs  of  the 
trappings  of  Marxist-Leninist  ideology. 

Som^  book  stores  are  dominated  by 
writings  about  Lenin,  Marx  and  Engels. 
Posters  of  them,  plus  Fidel  Castro,  are 
common  in  workplaces  and  public  areas. 

Government  publications  prominently 
extol  the  virtues  of  various  communist 
regimes  around  the  world  as  well  as  that 
of  Libya  whose  government  commonly  is 
associated  with  world  terrorism. 

For  all  their  talk  about  pluralism  and  a 
government  run  on  Christian  virtues,  the 
Sandinistas  pick  some  strange  models.  But 
I  believe  the  United  States  has  helped  push 
them  into  the  pattern  by  its  hostile  policies. 

The  Sandinistas  who  talked  to  us  were 
often  critical  of  Cuba’s  communist  system 
and  said  they  are  not  committed  to  any  one 
ideology. 

Perhaps  the  most  reassuring  impression 
during  my  week  in  Nicaragua  was  the 
strength  of  power  centers— such  as 
churches— outside  the  government. 

Those  are  very  important  in  ensuring 
that  the  Nicaraguan  people  have  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  choose  the  kind  of  economic  and 
political  systems  in  which  they  will  oper¬ 
ate. 

Although  most  observers  have  com¬ 
mended  the  honesty  of  the  voting  process 
in  November,  many  have  found  serious 
problems  in  the  overall  political  climate. 
The  Sandinista  Party— not  the  state- 
controls  the  army  and  the  low-cost  food 
distribution  system,  for  example. 

Given  that,  are  opposition  parties 
really  able  to  compete  fully?  And  do 
citizens  really  feel  led  to  vote  for  their 
favorite  party  or  candidate? 

What  if  the  worst  signs  about  the  Sandi¬ 
nistas  prove  true  and  they  want  to  take  all 
political  power?  Some  assurance  that  they 
won’t  try  or  be  successful  can  be  found  in 
the  following  observations  about  other 
power  centers: 

•The  huge  Roman  Catholic  Church  is 
far  from  impotent.  Its  bishops  claim 
they  have  the  loyalty  of  most  Catholics 
despite  Sandinista  efforts  encouraging  a 
rival  "popular  Catholic  church.” 

•The  ethnic  minorities  of  the  nation, 
mainly  Indians  and  blacks,  have  demon¬ 
strated  that  their  cooperation  with  the 
Sandinistas  will  continue  only  as  long  as 
the  minority  groups  gain  concessions  on 
issues  of  self-determination. 

•There  is  a  sizeable  segment  of  inde¬ 
pendent-minded  Protestants  whose  natu¬ 
ral  bent  is  to  resist  government  control 
and  who  have  been  mobilized  by  Sandi¬ 
nista  abuses  of  them. 

•When  religious  liberty  abuses  occur, 
other  Christian  groups  (such  as  those 
with  which  United  Methodist  agencies 
have  ties),  which  are  seen  by  many  as 
being  pro-Sandinista,  have  leaders  who 
do  not  seem  to  be  afraid  to  use  their 
“insider”  position  to  bring  pressure  on 
the  Sandinistas.  Whether  they  do  that  as 
much  as  they  should  is  another  question. 
But  they  have  proved  themselves  effec¬ 
tive  in  pleading  the  cause  of  many  dispa¬ 
rate  groups. 

The  most  optimistic  possibility  is  that 
the  Sandinistas  are  as  committed  to  cre¬ 
ating  a  truly  just  society  as  their  Chris¬ 
tian  supporters  claim. 

How  can  the 
killing  be  stopped? 

The  Nicaraguans  who  were  the  most 
convincing  to  me  as  Christian  peace¬ 
makers  said  non-violent  opportunities 
have  not  been  exhausted  for  solving 
some  very  serious  differences  among 
Nicaraguans  and  between  their  govern¬ 
ment  and  ours. 

Nearly  every  contact  asked  for  an  end 
to  military  aggression  by  the  United 
States.  But  we  were  cautioned  that  the 
pathway  to  peace  in  Nicaragua  could  not 
be  paved  merely  with  the  cast-down 
arms  from  the  United  States.  The  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  fighting  are  deeper,  and  the 
fighting  will  continue  even  without  U.S. 
aid,  we  heard. 

We  were  told  that  the  Sandinistas 
must  be  willing  to  talk  to  the  rebels 
about  their  grievances  and  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  must  resume  dialogue  with  the 
Sandinistas. 

In  Nicaragua  as  in  other  Central 
American  nations,  there  is  a  crying  need 
for  all  people  to  trust  that  they  can  pro¬ 
tect  themselves  non-violently  from  being 
walked  over  by  others. 

Religious  groups  can  play  a  signifi¬ 
cant  role  in  building  that  trust  by  dog¬ 
gedly  throwing  their  weight  behind 
citizens  who  feel  they  are  mistreated  or 
threatened.  That  way  those  people  won’t 
think  they  have  to  take  up  arms. 

The  pursuit  of  peace  involves  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  justice.  United  Methodists  should 
help  investigate  and  then  clear  or  re¬ 
solve  human  rights  complaints  raised 
during  the  visit  of  the  bishops’  delega¬ 
tion.  By  doing  so,  we  could  actively  work 
to  remove  seeds  of  violence  from  the 
Nicaraguan  people  and  to  eliminate  ex¬ 
cuses  for  our  own  government’s  support 
of  violence. 
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UM  minister  at  center  of  violence 
as  opposition  leader  re-enters  Korea 
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By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  Surrounded  by  well- 
wishers,  placards  and  news  media,  Kim 
Dae  Jung  left  here  Feb.  6  en  route  to  his 
native  Korea  26  months  of  exile  in  the 
United  States  behind  him,  and  an  uncer¬ 
tain  future  ahead. 

Mr.  Kim,  probably  the  best  known 
opposition  leader  to  the  authoritarian 
government  of  South  Korea  President 
Chun  Doo  Hwan,  was  accompanied  by 
his  wife,  Lee  Hee  Ho,  and  a  party  of 
about  45  Koreans  and  Americans.  Lee 
Hee  Ho,  a  long-time  advocate  for 
women’s  rights  in  Korea,  is  a  Methodist, 
her  husband  a  Roman  Catholic. 

A  traveling  party  of  about  45  persons, 
half  Korean  and  half  American,  accom- 
pied  Mr.  Kim  and  his  wife.  The  only 
church  figure  among  the  group  was  the 
Rev.  Pharis  J.  Harvey  of  Washington,  a 
United  Methodist  who  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  North  American  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights  in  Korea. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  at  the  center  of  the 
violence  that  erupted  when  the  Kims  and 
their  party  left  the  plane  in  Seoul  Feb.  8, 
according  to  accounts  telephoned  back  to 


his  wife,  Jane  Hull  Harvey,  a  staff 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  in  Washington, 
and  news  reports. 

Mr.  Harvey  had  been  chosen  to  escort 
the  Kims  and  was  leading  the  way  when 
an  estimated  100  Korean  security  men 
moved  in.  In  the  ensuing  fracas  Mr. 
Harvey  was  thrown  across  the  room,  two 
U.S.  congressmen  and  a  former  U.S. 
ambassador  to  El  Salvador  were  knocked 
to  the  floor,  and  Patricia  Derian,  a  former 
assistant  secretary  of  state  for  human 
rights,  said  she  was  punched  several 
times  below  the  waist.  Mr.  Kim  was 
punched  repeatedly  in  the  face  and  body, 
according  to  the  two  congressmen. 

Eventually,  the  Kims  were  taken  by  a 
government  van  to  their  home  in  Seoul. 

Strongly  worded  protests  were  sent 
Feb.  8  by  executives  in  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agencies  to  President  Reagan, 
Secretary  of  State  George  Shultz  and 
other  State  Department  officials. 

“The  spectacle  of  U.S.  elected  leaders, 
former  State  Department  officials  and 
U.S.  citizens  being  subjected  to  such 
treatment  is  an  insult  to  all  Americans,” 
said  a  statement  signed  by  Peggy  Bill¬ 


ings,  Jiro  Mizuno  and  Patricia  Patterson 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  World 
Division. 

“We  further  deplore  the  harrassment 
and  violence  exerted  against  the  Kims 
and  other  members  of  the  democratic 
opposition  in  the  Republic  of  Korea.” 

The  opposition  leader  received  a  death 
sentence  in  1980  on  sedition  charges,  but 
the  sentence  was  later  reduced  and  17 
years  remain  of  the  term.  A  South 
Korean  government  official  said  Feb.  4 
in  Seoul  that  Mr.  Kim  would  not  be  jailed 
upon  his  return,  but  he  was  expected  to 
be  under  some  form  of  house  arrest.  The 
apparently  violent  reception  at  the  Seoul 
airport  lent  credence  to  that  assumption. 

In  1971,  Mr.  Kim  received  46  percent  of 
the  popular  vote  in  a  presidential  election 
in  South  Korea  leading  to  claims  by  his 
supporters  that  he  was  a  real  winner.  He 
since  has  become  a  symbol  of  democracy 
in  his  homeland. 

He  was  expelled  from  South  Korea  in 
1982  and  sent  to  the  United  States  by  the 
government  on  grounds  he  needed  treat¬ 
ment  for  a  hip  injury  suffered  in  1971  in  a 
Korean  intelligence  agency  plot  against 
him. 


WASHINGTON— Kim  Dae  Jung,  the  most  widely 
known  symbol  of  opposition  to  the  authoritarian  govern¬ 
ment  of  South  Korea,  and  his  wife,  Lee  Hee  Ho,  a  long¬ 
time  advocate  for  women’s  rights  in  Korea,  are 
surrounded  by  well-wishers  and  placards  in  Washington 
as  they  prepared  to  leave  here  Feb.  6  and  return  to  their 
native  land. 


When  they  reached  Seoul,  ending  a  26-month  exile, 
Mr.  Kim  and  several  traveling  with  him,  including  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  were  roughed  up  by  South 
Korean  guards,  creating  something  of  an  international 
incident  and  including  a  formal  protest  by  the  U.S. 
government  (see  accompanying  story). 
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Memphis  health  system  increases  its  ties  to  UMC 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  decision  by  one 
United  Methodist  annual  conference  to 
relinquish  control  over  a  hospital  to 
which  it  had  been  related  for  seven  de¬ 
cades  has  made  major  news  in  recent 
.weeks  (see  UMR  Dec.  21,  Jan.  4,  18,  25, 
and  Feb.  8). 

In  that  instance,  the  Kansas  West  con¬ 
ference  elected  to  replace  its  ties  to  one 
hospital  with  what  appears  to  be  even 
closer  ties  to  a  health  care  endowment 
.  foundation.  The  foundation,  by  providing 
.  at  least  $32  million  to  the  conference  in 
.  the  next  three  years,  is  expected  to  per¬ 
mit  a  variety  of  pioneering  health  care 
'  ministries  in  the  Kansas  West  Annual 
Conference. 

But  United  Methodists  in  another  part 
of  the  country,  the  so-called  Mid-South, 
have  decided  to  pioneer  in  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  way — by  strengthening  their  tradi- 
.  tional  ties  with  their  own  health  care 
system,  centering  on  a  chain  of  13  hospi- 
_  tals.  Below  is  a  report  on  the  Memphis 
system. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.— ‘‘Health  care  has 
always  been  the  business  of  the  church," 
says  Chaplain  Robert  Howerton,  senior 
vice  president  of  religious  affairs  at 
Methodist  Hospitals  of  Memphis. 

"It  all  goes  back  to  the  commission 
our  Lord  gave  us.  Healing  was  a  corner¬ 
stone  of  Jesus’  ministry.  And  our  Meth¬ 
odist  forefathers  believed  that  it  should, 
therefore,  be  a  cornerstone  of  the  minis¬ 
try  of  the  church.” 

Methodist  Hospitals  of  Memphis,  the 
largest  of  the  72  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  hospitals  and,  in  number  of  beds,  the 
14th  largest  in  the  nation,  holds  firm  to 
that  philosophy  and  maintains  strong 
ties  to  the  three  annual  conferences 
which  own  it— North  Mississippi,  North 
Arkansas  and  Memphis  conferences. 


Methodists  built  us 

"Methodist  churches  (in  the  three- 
state  area)  built  us  with  nickels  and 
dimes  because  they  believed  it  was  the 
way  they  could  extend  a  healing  hand  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,”  Mr.  Howerton 
says. 

“We’re  obligated  to  them  for  that,”  he 
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Trustees  OK 
Kansas  sale 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan.. -The  42-member 
board  of  trustees  of  Wesley  Medical 
Center  here  voted  Feb.  4  to  confirm  the 
sale  of  the  medical  center  to  Hospital 
Corporation  of  America. 

A  letter  of  intent  to  sell  the  United 
Methodist-related  hospital  to  the  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  corporation  had  been 
signed  by  the  board  of  trustees  Nov.  20, 
1984.  The  proposed  sale  was  approved 
by  the  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference 
Feb.  1  during  a  special  called  session 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  8). 

Provisions  of  the  sale  called  for  the 
Kansas  West  conference  to  receive  $32 
million  over  three  years,  probably 
starting  in  1986. 

Officials  here  said  the  actual  sale  is 
expected  to  be  consummated  within  six 
months  -SUSAN  CARROLL 


adds,  citing  ongoing  programs  that  keep 
ties  tight  between  the  3,000-bed  system 
and  the  800  United  Methodist  churches 
in  the  conferences  that  own  it: 

•  An  office  of  Conference  Ministries, 
maintained  in  Methodist  Hospital  Cen¬ 
tral,  works  exclusively  to  coordinate 
special  programs  in  United  Methodist 
churches  such  as  health  fairs  and  well¬ 
ness  seminars. 

•  An  expanded  chaplaincy  program 
includes  six  United  Methodist  ministers 
and  one  non-United  Methodist  on  staff  at 
the  hospital  full  time  and  one  United 
Methodist  minister  on  staff  at  the  hospi¬ 
tal’s  nursing  school. 

•  Pastors’  clinics  are  held  each  month 
in  the  hospital  to  provide  free,  extensive 
medical  testing  for  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  the  three  related  confer¬ 
ences. 

•  Life  enrichment  seminars  at  the 
hospital  for  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
laity  focus  on  such  topics  as  marriage 
enrichment,  effective  parenting,  clergy 
transition  and  developing  the  spiritually 
healthy  person. 

•  A  doctor  of  divinity  program  for 
United  Methodist  ministers  is  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  the  hospital  and  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.. 
Pastors  can  attend  classes  at  the  hospi¬ 
tal  rather  than  leaving  their  regular  ap¬ 
pointments  to  further  their  education. 

•  The  hospital  maintains  four  pastoral 
counseling  centers  in  Memphis,  staffed 
with  United  Methodist  pastors/counse¬ 
lors  and  psychologists  who  are  selected 
for  their  Christian  commitment  as  well 
as  their  professional  skills.  In  addition 


IN  TIMES  SUCH  AS  THESE.  .  . 


©all  Christians  must  work  together 
BOSTON  COLLEGE 
Institute  of  Religious  Education 
&  Pastoral  Ministry 


fosters  ECUMENICAL  EDUCATION  through: 


•  An  Ecumenically  Trained  and  Experienced  Permanent  Faculty:  Mary 
Boys,  Thomas  Groome,  Philip  King,  Claire  Lowery,  Padraic  O’Hare. 


•  Visiting  Scholars  of  Distinction  From  All  Faiths:  1985  Summer  Faculty 

includes  Gustavo  Gutierrez,  Paulo  Freire,  Pheme  Perkins,  Henri  Nouwen, 
Maria  Harris  and  others. 

•  Cross-Registration  at  Member  Schools  of  the  Boston  Theological 

Institute:  Including  Andover  Newton,  Episcopal  Divinity  School,  Weston 
School  of  Theology,  Gordon-Con  well,  Harvard  Divinity  School. 

•  An  Ecumenically  Oriented  Philosophy  of  Education. 

•  Consider  summer  or  academic  year  courses  for  credit  or  audit  in:  Bible, 

Systematics,  Pastoral  Counseling,  Religious  Education,  Church 
Management,  and  other  areas. 

•  Resources  of  the  University  Such  As:  The  Catholic  School  Leadership 

Program  also  available  to  Institute  of  Religious  Education  and  Pastoral 
Ministry  students. 
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there  are  six  staff  interns  who  cicculate 
among  six  United  Methodist  churches  of¬ 
fering  counseling  to  people  of  all  denom¬ 
inations. 

•  And  finally,  there  is  direct  United 
Methodist  representation  on  various 
boards  related  to  the  hospital.  One  hun¬ 
dred  percent  of  the  overall  policymaking 
board  of  trustees  and  51  percent  of  the 
operations-directing  board  of  directors 
of  Methodist  Health  Systems  must  be 
United  Methodist. 

Under  a  restructure  voted  into  effect 
Jan.  1, 1985,  separate  boards  of  directors 
for  hospitals  brought  into  the  system  in 
recent  years  will  be  phased  out.  They 
will  be  replaced  with  two  boards— one 
for  "provider”  or  direct  health  care  ser¬ 
vices,  the  other  for  "nonprovider"  or 
auxiliary  services  like  an  in-house  insur¬ 
ance  company. 

But  close  church/hospital  relationship 
was  not  always  the  case  at  Methodist 
Hospitals,  says  the  Rev.  Jim  Holmes, 
pastor  of  Germantown  United  Methodist 
Church  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  at  Methodist  Health  Systems. 

Hospital  restructured 

The  major  thrust  toward  an  enhanced 
organic  relationship  came  three  years 
ago  when  the  board  of  trustees  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  of  Memphis  decided  to  re¬ 
structure  the  system  so  that  it  could 
begin  buying  smaller  area  hospitals  and 
begin  operating  for-profit  businesses 
within  the  not-for-profit  hospital  such  as 
an  in-house  insurance  company  that  cov¬ 
ers  the  8,000  employees  of  Methodist 
Health  Systems,  a  computer  software  di¬ 
vision  that  writes  programs  for  small 
(200  beds  or  less)  hospitals  and  a  laundry 
that  serves  several  Memphis  hospitals. 

The  restructuring  included  forming 
the  parent  company— Methodist  Health 
Systems— and  also  included  a  renewed 
commitment  by  the  hospital  to  the  three 
conferences  which  own  it. 

Until  then,  the  three  conferences  were 
only  “nominally”  connected  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal,  Mr.  Holmes  explains.  The  office  of 
church  relations  (linking  the  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  three  states 
and  the  hospital)  was  a  one-man  depart¬ 
ment,  and  there  were  "little  or  no”  pro¬ 
grams  connecting  the  hospital  to  any  of 
the  churches. 

"Three  years  ago  when  the  hospital 
began  to  expand,  we  (the  board  of  trust¬ 
ees)  decided  we  had  to  consciously  take 
ownership  of  it.  We  rewrote  the  hospi¬ 
tal’s  mission  statement  and  brought  the 
position  of  religious  affairs  (Mr.  Hower¬ 
ton’s  job)  up  to  the  level  of  a  senior  vice 
president,"  he  says. 

Didn’t  want  ‘name  only’  ties 

Mr.  Holmes  said  the  board  decided. 
"We  (the  representatives  from  the  three 
owning  conferences)  didn’t  want  the 
church  to  be  there  in  name  only.  If  we 
were  going  to  live  up  to  the  mission  of 
the  church  and  to  delivering  wholistic 
health  care  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
we  had  to  restructure  the  church’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  hospital." 

The  reorganization  launched  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Methodist  Health  Systems  which 
was  given  the  name  to  coincide  with 
health  and  welfare  ministries  on  the  na¬ 
tional  level  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  Howerton  says.  “Each  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  (in  the  three  related 
conferences)  has  a  health  and  welfare 
committee,  and  that  committee  can  re¬ 
late  to  our  department  better  when  it 
has  the  same  title." 

Today,  Methodist  Health  Systems  in¬ 
cludes  13  hospitals,  two  chemical  depen¬ 
dency  centers  and  8,000  employees.  The 
system  had  a  $14  million  surplus  in  1984 
and  provided  $12  million  in  indigent  care 
and  $15  million  additional  in  "straight 
charity"  on  uncollected  bills. 

"We  give  more  indigent  care  per  pa¬ 
tient  than  any  other  hospital  in  this 
area,"  Mr.  Howerton  says  "and  our  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  can  be  proud  of 
that.” 

And  indigent  care  today  is  not  simply 
providing  room  and  minimum  treat¬ 
ment,  he  says.  It  often  means  providing 
extensive  testing  and  surgery  such  as 
heart  bypasses. 

Methodist  Health  Systems’  "joint  ven¬ 
tures”  with  area  hospitals  has  served  the 


Hospital  chiefs 
forming  alliance 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

MEMPHIS.  TENN.— "It’s  becoming 
more  and  more  difficult  for  a  hospital 
to  survive  unless  it’s  part  of  a  system 
like  ours,”  says  Chaplain  Robert 
Howerton,  senior  vice  president  of  the 
Methodist  Hospital  Systems  of  Mem¬ 
phis  (see  related  story). 

But  he’s  convinced  that  such  a  sys¬ 
tem  can  remain  related  to  the  church. 

"United  Methodist  hospitals  have  the 
best  opportunity  among  church-related 
hospitals  to  survive  because  we  share  a 
common  heritage,  but  we’re  going  to 
have  to  help  each  other  out,”  he  says. 

In  light  of  the  recent  apparently  suc¬ 
cessful  attempt  of  Hospital  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  America  to  buy  Wesley  Medical 
Center  in  Wichita.  Kan.,  and  increasing 
government  regulations  on  health  care 
costs,  Mr.  Howerton  and  a  number  of 
other  executives  from  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  hospitals  across  the  nation 
have  met  to  discuss  forming  an  alli¬ 
ance  to  take  advantage  of  the  same 
kinds  of  bulk-purchasing  and  other 
cost-saving  features  that  investor- 
owned  hospitals  use. 

The  alliance,  which  has  had  two  pre¬ 
liminary  meetings,  expects  to  have  its 
third  and  final  organizational  meeting 
in  March  in  Tampa,  Fla. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


mission  of  the  church  in  two  ways,  Mr. 
Howerton  explains.  First,  it  has  allowed 
smaller,  not-for-profit  hospitals  to  bene¬ 
fit  from  becoming  associated  with  a 
larger,  more  advanced  system,  thus  be¬ 
ing  able  to  provide  better  health  care; 
secondly,  it  allows  the  United  Methodist 
Church  more  outlets  for  ministry. 

"In  several  cases,  we’ve  bought  or 
agreed  to  manage  hospitals  that  didn’t 
have  a  chaplaincy  program,  and  that’s 
one  of  the  first  things  we’ve  established 
once  we  took  over  management,”  he 
said. 

Evangelizing  outside  church 

The  expansion  of  health-related  minis¬ 
tries  sponsored  by  Methodist  Health  Sys¬ 
tems  has  been  a  source  of  evangelizing 
outside  of  the  typical  church  atmo¬ 
sphere,  says  the  Rev.  Ray  Gentry,  direc¬ 
tor  of  one  of  the  hospital’s  family 
counseling  centers. 

"By  virtue  of  the  fact  that  we  are  part 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  people 
come  in  here  expecting  an  added  dimen¬ 
sion  to  their  counseling,”  he  says.  "A  lot 
of  them  don’t  go  to  church  and  may  not 
be  very  spiritual,  but  they’re  looking  for 
highly  moral  people  who  aren’t  going  to 
force  their  religion  on  them. 

"I  think  we  can  do  both  successfully 
(counsel  them  and  share  the  Gospel),’’  he 
says.  "We  get  a  lot  of  people  in  here  with 
marriages  that  are  about  to  break  up 
and  they  say  there  is  something  missing 
in  their  lives."  Counseling  with  them  of¬ 
ten  helps  introduce  them  into  a  local 
church,  he  explains. 

At  another  counseling  center,  the  Rev 
Lucretia  Hurley,  who  works  with  a  psy¬ 
chiatric  consultant  and  United  Methodist 
layman,  Dr.  John  Harris,  says  she 
doesn’t  see  her  job  as  one  of  conversion 
to  Christianity  but  one  of  "restoring  cre¬ 
ative  balance  in  people’s  physical,  emo¬ 
tional  and  spiritual  health. 

Her  patients  “don’t  come  in  expecting 
counseling  out  of  the  Bible,"  she  says, 
but  at  least  65  percent  of  them  relate 
their  problems  to  theological  issues,  such 
as,  “Why  am  I  here?”  she  adds. 

"There’s  a  strong  need  for  Christian 
counselors  .  .  patients  tend  to  be  more 
comfortable  with  us  because  of  it,  but 
they  don’t  necessarily  want  to  be 
preached  to,"  she  adds. 

Spirit  permeates  everything 

Mr  Howerton  smiles  and  boasts 
proudly  that  a  "Christian  spirit  perme¬ 
ates”  every  aspect  of  the  hospital. 

“The  task  of  healing,  both  physical  and 
spiritual,  was  begun  by  Jesus  and  passed 
on  to  His  disciples  and  in  turn  has  been 


MEMPHIS.  Tenn.— Methodist  Hospital  dominates  several  blocks  in  Memphis,  but 
the  real  strength  of  UM-related  health  care  here,  say  officials,  is  the  system  which 
links  hospitals  throughout  a  three-state  area  (see  related  stories). 


passed  on  to  us  as  Christians,”  he  says. 
An  orientation  film  shown  to  each  new 
employee— from  orderlies  to  doctors— 
explains  the  hospital’s  relationship  to  the 
three  owning  United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ences  and  carefully  outlines  the  mission 
of  the  church  as  owners  of  the  institu¬ 
tion. 

"But  a  Bible  and  a  cross  are  all  just 
window  dressing  if  the  staff  doesn’t  live 
up  to  it,"  he  admits. 

The  Rev.  Terry  Russell,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  turned  hospital  ad¬ 
ministrator  at  Methodist  Central  Hospi¬ 


tal  of  Memphis,  says  it’s  part  of  the 
mission  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
at  the  hospital  to  "share  the  church’s 
perspective  in  providing  health  care  in 
the  name  of  Christ." 

And  he  strongly  believes  that  the 
church  can  manage  huge  health  care  fa¬ 
cilities.  Methodist  Health  Systems  in 
Memphis  is  doing  it  right  now.  he  says. 

“We’re  functioning  under  the  Christian 
values  that  a  lot  of  people  believe  in: 
You  can  operate  as  a  business,  gain  a 
profit  and  maintain  a  Christian  perspec¬ 
tive." 


CHURCHES,  INVEST  IN  CHURCHES 


St.  Paul's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Celina,  Ohio,  has  over 
1200  members  and  a  history  dating 
back  to  1838.  It's  one  of  498  chur¬ 
ches  investing  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Development  Fund. 

Church  members  believe  it's 
good  stewardship  to  invest  in 
UMDF.  The  fund  makes  low-cost 

The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus 
only,  limited  to  states  where  the  fund 
is  exempt  or  registered.  Call  or  write 
for  a  free  Prospectus  and  further 
information.  (Phone:  212-870-3856) 

A  free  videotape  on  the  fund  is 
available. 

Please  write  to  schedule. 

Date: - Format: 


loans  for  building  and  renovating 
churches  so  growing  congregations 
can  extend  their  outreach. 

Does  your  church  have  money 
to  invest?  Is  it  working  to  help 
another  church  expand  its  minis¬ 
try  while  earning  9.5%  interest  for 
your  church?  Write  today  for 
further  information. 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303-T3 
New  York,  NY  10115 

Name _ 

Address  _ _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ 

Phone  Number: _ 
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UMCOR  okays  grants 
totaling  near  $3  million 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti  -  Appro¬ 
priations  totaling  $2,909,634  were  approved 
by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  at  its  winter  meeting 
here  Jan.  26-29. 

Grants  to  the  Caribbean,  Central  and 
South  America  led  the  list  at  $881,834, 
with  Africa  a  close  second  at  $800,800. 
Southern  Asia  grants  totaled  $428,500,  the 
United  States  $395,000  and  Europe- 
Middle  East  $301,000. 

An  additional  $102,500  went  into  such 
worldwide  programs  as  food  for  work, 
self-help,  third  world  housing  and  the 
American  Leprosy  Mission. 

Programs  attacking  root  causes  of 
hunger  and  poverty  accounted  for  46 
percent  of  the  $2.9  million.  Work  with 
refugees  was  28  percent.  Rehabilitation 
took  18  percent  and  relief  took  seven 
percent. 

The  directors  met  in  Haiti  to  exper¬ 
ience  life  in  a  third  world  country  and  to 
see  the  types  of  projects  they  will  be  con¬ 
sidering  in  65  countries  during  the  new 
quadrennium.  While  there  they  met  with 
leaders  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Haiti, 
which  seeks  to  minister  to  both  the 


spiritual  and  physical  needs  of  the  people 
( see  related  story  below). 

In  small  groups  they  visited  Petit 
Goave,  Jeremie,  Les  Cayes,  La  Gonave 
and  Port-au-Prince  where  they  saw  re¬ 
forestation,  agricultural  projects,  com¬ 
munity  development,  a  desalinization 
plant,  health  clinics,  schools  and  feeding 
centers. 

Haitians  rapped 
on  human  rights 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  “Abhorrence”  at 
what  is  called  "the  current  wave  of  re¬ 
pression  in  Haiti”  has  been  voiced  by 
directors  of  a  Washington-based  group 
concerned  about  human  rights  in  that 
nation. 

A  news  release  issued  by  the 
Washington  Office  on  Haiti  Feb.  6  cited 
arrests  of  clergy  and  layworkers  in 
November  and  claims  by  Haitian 
officials  in  December  that  churches 
there  are  Communist  organizations. 

More  than  200  persons  were  arrested  in 
November  of  1984,  the  statement  said. 


Alternate  mission  society 
delays  first  appointments 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

TAMPA,  Fla.  —  Approximately  275 
people  want  to  become  missionaries  for 
the  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists,  but  no  appointments  will  be  made 
for  several  months,  according  to  the  Rev. 
H.  T.  Maclin,  executive  director. 

The  board  of  directors,  meeting  here 
Jan.  31 -Feb.  1,  “verified”  the  applica¬ 
tions  of  nine  couples. 

“We  have  checked  their  references 
and  are  awaiting  specific  requests  for 
personnel  from  either  within  or  outside 
the  United  States,  hopefully  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  job  description,”  said  Mr.  Maclin. 

If  the  mission  society  has  someone  who 
is  qualified,  it  will  recommend  that 
person,  but  it  is  up  to  the  receiving  body 
*to  make  the  appointment,  he  said.  Asked 
how  many  openings  the  society  has,  he 
said  three  to  five,  including  one  in  the 
United  States. 

The  executive  committee  is  expected 
to  decide  in  late  April  or  May  which 
requests  for  personnel  will  be  met.  It  is 


also  looking  at  several  areas  where  no 
Methodist  or  Wesleyan  ministry  exists  or 
where  there  is  little  or  no  Christian 
witness.  & 

The  society  has  decided  that  persons 
accepted  as  missionaries  must  raise  a 
minimum  of  50  percent  of  their  own 
financial  support. 

Other  actions  of  the  board  included  the 
appointment  of  Julia  McLean  Williams 
of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  as  vice  president  of 
communications.  A  former  missionary  to 
Bolivia,  Ms.  Williams  is  president  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  board  learned  that  the  society  re¬ 
ceived  $332,383  in  1984.  Of  this  sum,  $265,- 
679  was  undesignated  or  available  for 
general  support.  On  hand  at  year’s  end 
was  $101,066,  according  to  the  executive 
director. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway, 
mission  society  president,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  plans  no  full-scale  financial  drive  but 
will  raise  money  for  particular  mission 
projects  as  required. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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WASHINGTON — The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  general  secretary,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (second  from  left),  was  part  of  a  recent  demonstration  of 
South  African  apartheid  policies.  Arm  bands  identify  him  and  others  as  “messen¬ 
gers”  expecting  to  be  arrested  as  part  of  the  demonstration.  In  bottom  picture,  Mr. 
Nugent  is  led  away  after  his  arrest  for  civil  disobedience.  Several  others,  including 
two  United  Methodist  bishops,  were  also  arrested. 
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Anti-apartheid  protests 
use  ‘polite  orderliness 9 
to  achieve  objectives 


Baptist  president  sees 
no  signs  of  reconciliation 
From  Religious  News  Service 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— The  Rev. 
Charles  Stanley,  the  fundamentalist 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  says  he  sees  no  signs  of  reconcil¬ 
iation  between  moderates  and  fundamen¬ 
talists  in  the  denomination. 

“I  don’t  see  any  evidence  of  it,”  he 
said.  “In  fact,  it  appears  that  they  (mod¬ 
erates)  are  not  looking  for  reconciliation 
but  are  just  looking  to  win,  whatever 
that  means.” 

"Winning”  to  the  so-called  moderates 
would  mean  defeating  Mr.  Stanley  in  his 
expected  campaign  for  re-election  dur¬ 
ing  the  Southern  Baptists’  national  meet¬ 
ing  in  Dallas  in  June. 

"They  see  me  as  the  man  to  beat,” 
said  Mr.  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Atlanta,  although  he  has  not 
announced  whether  he  will  seek  re-elec¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Stanley  was  a  founding  trustee  of 
the  Moral  Majority  and  spent  more  time 
and  money  on  his  national  television 
ministry  than  with  denominational  work 
before  his  election. 

South  African  leader  wants 
‘meaningful  pressure’ 

From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— In  what  may  be  his 
last  trip  outside  South  Africa  for  a  long 
time,  anti-apartheid  theologian  the  Rev. 
Allan  Boesak  declared  that  U.S.  econom¬ 
ic  sanctions  would  bring  about  “mean¬ 
ingful”  change  in  South  Africa’s  racial 
policies. 

Dr.  Boesak,  president  of  the  World  Al¬ 
liance  of  Reformed  Churches,  also  said 
he  was  "not  very  much  impressed"  with 
recent  expressions  of  willingness  by 
South  Africa  to  ease  restrictive  racial 
laws  amid  growing  pressure  of  world¬ 
wide  public  opinion.  He  demanded  that 
South  Africa  dismantle  its  racial  system 
of  apartheid. 

The  South  African  religious  leader  is 
also  founder  of  the  United  Democratic 
Front,  a  coalition  of  650  civic,  political, 
Christian  and  trade  union  bodies  that  ac¬ 
tively  oppose  apartheid.  He  spoke  here 
at  a  news  conference  following  a  speech 
to  850  people  attending  a  joint  session  of 
the  Presbyterian  Peacemaking  Program 
and  the  Presbyterian  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Association. 

Professor  appointed 
to  SMU’s  Wesley  Chair 

DALLAS— Dr.  Richard  P.  Heitzen- 
rater,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  church  history  and 
Wesley  studies,  has  been  appointed  to 
Perkins’  newly-established  Albert  Cook 
Outler  Chair  in  Wesley  Studies. 

The  chair  is  endowed  by  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference  under  a  grant  of 
nearly  $1  million.  The  chair  honors  the 
Perkins  professor  emeritus  and  famed 
ecumenist  and  Wesley  scholar,  Dr.  Al¬ 
bert  C.  Outler. 

Dr.  Heitzenrater .  joined  the  Perkins 
faculty  in  1977.  He  has  written  exten¬ 
sively  on  Wesley  and  other  early  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  and  is  editing  Wesley’s 


diaries  for  publication  in  The  Oxford 
Edition  of  Wesley’s  Works. 

Congregation  opposes  pensions 
investments  in  defense 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (RNS)-A  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  this  Chicago 
suburb  says  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Pensions  should  be  required  to  divest  all 
stocks  it  holds  in  corporations  that  do 
business  with  the  Pentagon. 

In  a  letter  to  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas, 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  122-member  Wheadon  UMC 
said  the  pension  board’s  decision  not  to 
"invest  further  in  any  corporation  known 
to  receive  more  than  15  percent  of  its 
income  from  military  contracts”  was  an 
inadequate  response  to  church  state¬ 
ments  opposing  nuclear  arms. 

The  board’s  general  secretary,  Gerald 
Hornung,  told  Religious  News  Service 
that  the  denomination  whose  pension 
funds  the  board  handles  "is  a  church 
with  very  pluralistic  theologies.  We  are 
an  administrative  agency  rather  than  an 
advocacy  agency,  and  we  are  trying  to 
keep  all  of  our  pluralistic  theologies  hap¬ 
py."  The  board  handles  investments 
worth  $1.7  billion. 

Endowment  campaign  boosts 
school’s  scholarship  fund 

NORFOLK,  Va.— Twenty-five  fully 
endowed  tuition  scholarships  have  been 
established  at  Virginia  Wesleyan  College 
as  a  result  of  a  one-year  campaign  to 
raise  $2  million  in  new  endowment 
funds. 

The  campaign  nearly  doubles  the 
school’s  endowment. 

Contributors  include  the  Norfolk  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference, 
to  which  the  school  is  related. 

The  new  Wesleyan  Scholars  program 
endowed  by  the  new  gifts  will  begin  next 
fall.  Individual  grants  will  run  as  high  as 
$5,000. 

United  Methodist  laywoman 
funds  economics  ‘chair’ 

SAINT  PAUL,  Minn.— Mrs.  Darrel  Al- 
kire  of  Edina,  Minn.,  and  Naples,  Fla., 
has  given  a  deferred  gift  of  $1  million  to 
establish  the  Howard  and  Darrel  Alkire 
Chair  in  Management  and  Economics  at 
Hamline  University  here. 

Hamline  is  the  only  United  Methodist- 
related  school  in  Minnesota.  Mrs.  Alkire 
is  a  member  of  Lake  Harriet  UMC  in 
Minneapolis  and  a  trustee  of  Hamline. 

Lack  of  litigation  cancels 
spring  Judicial  Council  meet 

HAMMOND,  La.  (UMNS)  -  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Judicial  Council  has  can¬ 
celed  its  spring  meeting  because  of  a 
lack  of  cases  for  the  docket. 

Tom  Matheny,  president  of  the 
church’s  "Supreme  Court,"  announced 
the  cancellation  Jan.  21  in  a  memo  to 
council  members.  The  meeting  had  been 
scheduled  for  April  24-27  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 

The  next  session  of  the  court  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  held  in  late  October  at  a  site  to 
be  announced. 


Staff  Writer 

The  police  attack  dogs,  billy  clubs  and 
water  hoses  of  the  1950s  and  60s  protest 
movements  have  been  replaced  in  the 
anti-apartheid  protests  of  the  1980s. 

Now  there  are  plastic,  disposable 
handcuffs.  Police  receive  advance  lists 
of  persons  to  be  arrested.  All  is  very 
polite  and  orderly. 

These  stark  differences  have  prompt¬ 
ed  many  to  conclude  that  a  new  form  of 
civil  disobedience  is  being  practiced  by 
demonstrators  at  the  South  African  em¬ 
bassy  in  Washington  and  elsewhere. 

The  demonstrators,  sometimes  hun¬ 
dreds  at  a  time,  represent  many  races, 
religions,  civic  and  special  interest 
groups.  Beginning  Thanksgiving  1984, 
they  have  assembled  almost  daily  at  the 
embassy  in  Washington,  appearing  on 
schedule  to  participate  in  orderly  pro¬ 
tests  against  South  Africa’s  policies  of 
apartheid. 

Protests  follow  routine 

Although  different  groups  protest  each 
day,  their  protest  procedure  is  always 
the  same.  Those  designated  to  be  arrest¬ 
ed— the  “messengers”— wear  red  or  blue 
arm  bands  for  easy  identification  by  po¬ 
lice.  One  or  more  ring  the  doorbell  of  the 
embassy  and  ask  to  speak  with  the  am¬ 
bassador.  When  they  are  refused  they 
return  to  the  sidewalk,  link  arms  and 
sing  “We  Shall  Overcome”. 

Police  move  in  and  warn  the  messen¬ 
gers  that  they  are  breaking  the  law 
which  prohibits  demonstrations  within 
500  feet  of  an  embassy.  The  demonstra¬ 
tors  refuse  to  move  and  are  arrested. 

Taken  to  the  police  station,  they  are 
charged  with  the  appropriate  misde¬ 
meanor.  After  "booking”  they  are  re¬ 
leased. 

Thus  far  charges  against  all  protesters 
have  been  dropped. 

The  Free  South  Africa  movement,  an 
umbrella  group  that  encompasses  a  host 
of  religious  and  other  organizations,  is 
coordinating  the  demonstrations. 

Anti-apartheid  groups  following  some¬ 
thing  of  this  same  pattern  have  protest¬ 
ed  in  more  than  a  dozen  cities  around  the 
nation  since  November.  Total  arrests 
have  passed  1,100. 

Over  600  demonstrators  have  been  ar¬ 
rested  at  the  Washington  embassy  alone. 
Reportedly  United  Methodist  participa¬ 
tion  is  among  the  highest  there.  About 
100  United  Methodists  were  arrested 
there  during  four  days  coordinated  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  list  of  United  Methodists  arrested 
includes  two  bishops,  chief  executives 
and  other  elected  and  staff  personnel 
from  the  boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society,  a  nationally  known 
civil  rights  leader,  and  faculty  and  stu¬ 
dents  from  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary. 

May  not  be  ‘civil  disobedience’ 

The  Reporter  talked  with  a  variety  of 
persons  to  ascertain  whether  all  of  this 
represents  a  new  form  of  civil  disobedi¬ 
ence  and,  if  so,  how  it  compares  and 
contrasts  with  civil  disobedience  the  na¬ 
tion  witnessed  in  the  50s  and  60s. 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Hauerwas,  professor 
of  theological  ethics  at  UM-related  Duke 
Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  said,  "I 
am  not  sure  that  this  is  civil  disobedi¬ 
ence  at  all.  The  criteria  for  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  has  been  breaking  a  directly 
related  law.  The  problem  with  the  anti¬ 
apartheid  protesters  is  that  the  trespass 
law  they  are  breaking  is  not  relevant  to 
the  law  they  are  protesting. 

“The  protesters  are  attempting  to  de¬ 
velop  a  protest  of  foreign  affairs  that 
has  almost  been  impossible  to  do  up  to 
this  point,"  he  said. 

“I’d  call  that  creative  response,  and 
they  have  done  a  good  job  at  it.  Although 
rather  ritualized,  the  protests  have  been 
highly  effective  in  keeping  South  Africa 
before  the  American  population.  This  is 
a  difficult  situation  and  a  difficult  cause. 

“In  a  sense  the  embassy  is  South  Afri¬ 
ca  in  America,  so  people  protest  where 
they  can,"  he  said.  , 

Protests  called  “classical” 

The  Rev.  Larry  Rasmussen,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  professor  of 
Christian  social  ethics  at  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  was  among  the  75 
United  Methodists  from  the  seminary  ar¬ 
rested  during  the  protest  Jan.  24. 

Dr.  Rasmussen,  who  coordinates  the 
seminary’s  anti-apartheid  activities,  said 
this  more  orderly  form  of  protest  is  not 
new  but  in  fact  is  a  “classical”  form  of 
civil  disobedience. 

"Planned  civil  disobedience  in  which 


people  expect  to  be  arrested  and  cooper¬ 
ate  with  the  law  was  utilized  in  Mohan¬ 
das  K.  Gandhi's  movement,  in  some  of 
the  50s  and  60s  civil  rights  protests,  as 
well  as  in  European  and  U.S.  anti-nucle¬ 
ar  demonstrations,”  he  said. 

"There  was  far  more  personal  danger 
for  the  civil  rights  protesters  of  the  60s, 
and  as  a  result  those  early  protesters 
had  a  greater  moral  impact  on  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens,"  he  said. 

"However,  the  level  of  faith  commit¬ 
ment  is  the  same.  The  faith  that  impels- 
action  in  one  instance  is  the  same  as  in 
others.  Apartheid  is  a  gross  violation  of 
human  dignity,  and  we  had  to  do  some¬ 
thing  dramatic  to  raise  consciences.”  • 

Arrest  of  bishops  a  first 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  the  Ohio 
East  Area  and  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel 
of  the  Washington  Area  were  arrested  in 
the  same  protest  as  Dr.  Rasmussen. 
Their  arrests,  says  retired  Bishop  Nolan 
B.  Harmon,  are  the  first  of  Methodist  or 
United  Methodist  bishops  for  protest  "in 
my  memory." 

Speaking  in  retrospect,  Bishop  Har¬ 
mon  recalled  an  episcopacy  (of  the  50s 
and  60s)  that  was  less  likely  to  take  po¬ 
litical  concerns  to  the  street. 

"Back  in  my  day  as  bishop  nothing 
extreme  took  place,”  he  said."  When  is¬ 
sues  surfaced,  we  worked  through  the 
process  of  the  laws  and  legislation  to 
settle  them.” 

Retired  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews, 
who  was  "very  active”  in  protests  of  the 
60s,  told  the  Reporter  of  his  experiences 
as  a  civil  rights  protester. 

“Our  protests  focused  on  the  issue  of 
U.S.  racism  that  was  both  systemic  and. 
personal.  The  protests  were  felt  sharply, 
and  immediately  because  it  was  a  na-, 
tional  issue,”  he  said.  Bishop  Mathews; 
said  he  and  other  bishops  put  their  lives 
and  careers  on  the  line  by  participating 
in  those  protests.  Many  ran  the  risk  of 
being  arrested  and  were  prepared  to  go 
to  jail,  he  said,  but  it  did  not  happen. 

Offering  additional  comparisons  and 
contrasts  of  the  two  forms  of  protest^ 
Bishop  Mathews  added, "Yes,  there  is 
less  risk  in  these  current  protests,  but  we 
are  dealing  in  a  different  arena,”  he 
said. 

"This  is  a  global  arena,  and  the  church 
should  be  involved.  I  believe  that  these 
protests  are  effective,  because  they  are 
a  part  of  a  national  and  global  expres¬ 
sion  of  concern  about  the  moral  scandal 
of  apartheid.  Some  people  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  can  be  appealed  to  on  moral  grounds. 
Eventually  they  will  care  what  the  world 
thinks  about  them. 

"I  applaud  Bishops  Thomas  and  Yea¬ 
kel  and  other  United  Methodists  for  their 
involvement.  It  is  right  and  proper.” 

Ethicist  considers  risk  secondary 

The  element  of  risk  connected  with 
protesting  is  secondary  to  the  desired 
goal,  says  the  Rev.  William  May,  a 
Georgetown  University  ethicist  soon  to 
become  a  professor  of  ethics  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  Looking 
back  to  the  civil  disobedience  styles  of 
the  50s  ,  60s  and  70s,  Dr.  May  comment¬ 
ed,  "There  was  an  element  of  martyr¬ 
dom  during  those  decades  that  is  absent 
now.  On  the  one  hand,  the  earlier  pro¬ 
testers  laid  their  bodies  on  the  line  for 
their  cause.  But  on  the  other  hand,  who 
wants  bloodshed?”  he  asked. 

"It's  too  soon  to  tell,"  he  said  when 
asked  to  gauge  the  effectiveness  of  the 
latest  protests.  "Protests  are  substitutes 
for  ordinary  discourse  in  courts  of  law. 
Protest  is  the  resort  taken  by  those  who 
feel  that  a  proper  discourse  of  the  law 
has  not  occurred.  The  danger  with  pro¬ 
tests  is  that  they  may  drive  the  two  dis¬ 
agreeing  parties  farther  apart.  ” 

Double  standard 
claimed  in  arrests 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  An  anti-abortion  group 
in  suburban  Virginia  has  accused  a  U.S. 
attorney  of  applying  a  double  standard 
in  deciding  to  prosecute  pro-life  demon¬ 
strators  who  assembled  on  the  steps  of 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  while  dropping 
charges  against  650  demonstrators  ar¬ 
rested  at  the  South  African  embassy. 

In  a  Mailgram  message  to  President 
Reagan,  the  organization  declared  that 
while  “those  arrested  at  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  Embassy  have  been  let  go  with  no 
charges  pressed  against  them,  those 
arrested  at  the  Supreme  Court  will  carry 
police  records  forever.” 
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#  ^  NCC  panel  hears  testimony 

Violence  decried:  on content of films,  tv 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES  -  A  United  Methodist 
broadcaster  has  challenged  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  only  violent  and  action-oriented 
television  programs  will  sell  to  advertis¬ 
ers. 

“I  think  public  broadcasting  has 
proved  otherwise,”  said  Sharon  Maeda, 
executive  director  of  the  Pacific  Foun¬ 
dation,  a  network  of  listener-supported 
public  radio  stations  in  California,  New 
York,  Washington,  D.C.  and  Texas.  Ms. 
Maeda  is  serving  her  second  term  on  the 
governing  body  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

“It’s  a  chicken  and  egg  situation,"  she 
said,  noting  that  people  will  watch  vio¬ 
lence  if  nothing  else  is  available.  “But  if 
they  are  given  a  choice  of  an  outstanding 
program  without  violence,  people  will 
watch  that,”  she  said. 

As  an  example  she  cited  the  “Saturday 
Night  Live"  TV  program  which  featured 
the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  recent  presiden¬ 
tial  candidate.  “He  dealt  with  the  race 
issue,  peace  issues  and  other  serious  sub¬ 
jects  in  a  comedy  framework,"  she  said. 
The  audience  that  night  was  far  larger 


than  usual. 

Ms.  Maeda  was  one  of  14  writers,  pro¬ 
ducers,  actors,  media  researchers  and 
others  who  testified  before  a  special 
committee  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  exploring  how  to  deal 
with  excessive  depictions  of  sex  and  vio¬ 
lence  in  films,  cable  and  broadcast  tele¬ 
vision  and  videocassettes.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  chaired  by  the  Rev.  James  M. 
Wall,  editor  of  the  “Christian  Centu¬ 
ry”  and  a  United  Methodist,  held  its  sec¬ 
ond  hearing  here  Jan.  22-23.  It  will  draft 
a  final  report  this  fall. 

What  will  they  volunteer? 

“People  in  the  industry  keep  saying 
they  do  not  want  censorship,  do  not  want 
outside  forces  telling  them  what  to  pro¬ 
duce,”  said  Mr.  Wall.  “We  say  if  not  that, 
what  are  you  willing  to  do  voluntarily?" 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Fore,  NCCC  as¬ 
sistant  general  secretary  for  communi¬ 
cation,  said  the  study  is  “the  first 
national  religious  study  to  examine  the 
problems  presented  by  sex  and  violence 
in  the  media  and  at  the  same  time  re¬ 
main  dedicated  to  preserving  the  Consti¬ 


tutional  guarantee  of  free  speech." 

While  welcoming  the  investigation, 
Ms.  Maeda  urged  that  it  review  public 
television  as  well.  “Public  TV  and  radio 
have  an  enormous  responsibility  to  pro¬ 
vide  positive  role  models  because  they  are 
financed  by  taxpayers’  money,”  she  said. 

'  “Under  the  Reagan  Administration  it 
is  possible  we  will  lose  all  federal  fund¬ 
ing  for  broadcasting,  so  this  avenue  for 
more  meaningful  programming  may  not 
be  available  in  the  future,”  she  said. 

George  Eckstein,  long-time  movie  and 
TV  writer  who  is  co-chairperson  of  the 
violence  committee  in  the  Writers  Guild, 
said  the  problem  is  mainly  economic. 
Networks,  which  must  answer  to  stock¬ 
holders,  believe  titillation  and  violence 
draw  audiences.  As  long  as  advertising 
rates  are  tied  to  audience  ratings,  the 
problems  will  remain,  he  said. 

Cable  TV  has  not  improved  the  situa¬ 
tion.  Originally  the  idea  was  to  let  cable 
pander  to  the  base  desires  of  viewers,  he 
said.  But  the  objective  is  still  to  secure 
the  largest  audience.  If  the  audience 
wants  it,  it  will  be  produced.  He  added 
that  networks  cannot  reject  violence  and 


still  be  responsible  to  stockholders. 

Steve  Bello,  writer  for  “St.  Else¬ 
where,”  stressed  the  importance  of 
showing  human  interaction  instead  of 
physical  violence.  He  conceded  it  takes 
more  time  and  thought  to  write  good 
human  interaction  than  to  write  about  a 
car  chase. 

What  about  consequences? 

In  the  discussion  period,  Nelson  Price, 
head  of  the  Public  Media  Division  of 
United  Methodist  Communications, 
asked  whether  networks  might  set  stan¬ 
dards  requiring  a  program  to  show  the 
consequences  of  violence.  Mr.  Ecstein 
agreed  this  would  be  a  positive  solution 
but  would  not  deal  with  violent  series 
such  as  the  “A-Team,”  which  is  purely 
"shoot  ’em  up." 

Ms.  Maeda  suggested  those  critical  of 
TV  violence  should  not  level  “blanket 
charges”  against  the  networks  but  should 
pick  the  most  offensive  programs  and 
their  sponsors  and  meet  with  the  pro¬ 
ducer,  the  official  who  does  the  scheduling, 
and  top  executives  of  sponsoring  corpora¬ 
tions.  “Go  at  it  from  all  angles,”  she  urged. 


Appalachia 

United  Methodist  committee  looks  at  woes  in  massive  area 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  Absen¬ 
tee  ownership  of  land,  one-industry  econ¬ 
omies,  unemployment,  poverty, 
inadequate  health  care  and  substandard 
housing  are  more  prevalent  in  Appala¬ 
chia  than  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

This  assertion  was  made  repeatedly 
here  Jan.  29-31  during  the  Fifth  Appala¬ 
chian  Assembly  sponsored  by  the  Appa¬ 
lachian  Development  Committee  (ADC) 
and  the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  Committee  coor¬ 
dinates  United  Methodist  mission  work 
in  a  broad  belt  stretching  1,600  miles 
from  New  York  State  to  Alabama  and 
Mississippi. 

In  view  of  the  depressed  conditions  in 
Appalachia  what  must  the  church  do  to 
assist  the  people?  That  was  the  question 
asked  by  bishops,  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  mission  project  workers,  pastors 
and  board  representatives  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  attended  by  148  persons  from  18  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

A  scholarly,  34-page  paper  by  the  Rev. 
Harold  W.  McSwain,  town  and  country 
expert  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  set  the 


framework  for  the  assembly.  Above  all, 
it  analyzed  why  the  region  got  the  way  it 
is  today. 

When  a  powerful  "force"  wants  the 
resources  of  a  region,  something  has  to 
be  done  about  the  indigenous  people, 
wrote  Professor  McSwain,  who  teaches 
parish  development  at  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  and  the  Methodist  Theolog¬ 
ical  School  in  Ohio. 

Way  of  life  attacked 

In  Appalachia’s  case,  “the  colonialists 
attacked  the  ...  Appalachians’  way  of 
life,  including  their  economic  system.” 
Their  subsistence-oriented  economic  be¬ 
havior  was  held  to  be  lacking  and  non- 
progressive,  and  life  in  Appalachia  had 
to  be  civilized  and  the  people  saved  by 
“outside  industrial  interests.”  This 
meant  the  “kinship  and  community-wide 
systems  of  mutual  aid"  had  to  be  re¬ 
placed  by  “market  capitalism.” 

Economic  activity  was  defined  as 
‘  earning  a  living"  by  means  of  "wages.” 
In  the  new  civilization,  money  and 
wealth  rather  than  land  and  family  sta¬ 
tus  came  to  be  the  source  of  pride,  honor 


and  power,  Professor  McSwain  wrote. 
People  and  communities  began  to  feel 
life  could  be  improved  by  purchasing 
market  goods  rather  than  "doing  it 
themselves.” 

Once  something  had  been  done  about 
the  people,  the  professor  wrote,  “it  be¬ 
came  much  easier  to  use  aggressive, 
subversive  and  destructive  processes  to 
procure  these  Appalachian  resources 
needed  by  the  national  market  economy.” 

One  of  10  “fermentation"  groups  at 
the  assembly  studying  land  ownership 
and  control  discovered  that  Appalachia’s 
land  and  mineral  resources  are  absentee 
owned.  For  example,  Harvard  Universi¬ 
ty  is  the  largest  non-commercial  owner 
of  oil  and  gas  rights  in  eastern  Kentucky. 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  Area  said  the  church  is  ill-equipped 
to  talk  about  absentee  land  ownership 
“until  we  look  at  our  own  practices.”  He 
suggested  that  Christian  churches  to¬ 
gether  might  own  more  land  than  Har¬ 
vard. 

The  problem  is  compounded  because 
larger  owners  have  their  surface  land 
taxed  at  a  lower  rate  than  smaller  own¬ 


ers.  Thus  local  communities  do  not  re¬ 
ceive  enough  revenue  to  provide  adequate 
educational  and  social  services,  the  pro¬ 
fessor  contended. 

Small  church  preferred 

Looking  at  the  role  of  the  bishop  in 
Appalachia,  Bishop  William  B.  Grove  of 
West  Virginia,  chairperson  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  stressed  two  tasks:  recruiting 
and  training  leaders  “willing  to  stay  un¬ 
til  the  job  is  done,  ”  and  strengthening  the 
small-membership  churches.  “When  giv¬ 
en  equal  leadership,  the  small  church  is 
more  viable  for  mission  than  larger 
ones,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Duffey  underlined  the  need  to 
help  people  understand  they  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  their  own  needs.  “If  others  have 
done  for  the  people  of  Appalachia  or  to 
them  over  the  years,  we  are  not  neces¬ 
sarily  going  to  do  likewise,”  he  said. 

Haviland  Houston,  head  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  used  the  biblical 
story  of  Esther  to  impress  on  partici¬ 
pants  their  power  as  leaders.  “Appropri¬ 
ated  power  is  yours  for  the  claiming," 
she  added. 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Gentle  cry’ 
voiced  need 
of  blind  poet 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 


Pass  me  not,  O  gentle  Savior, 

Hear  my  humble  cry; 

While  on  others  thou  art  calling, 

Do  not  pass  me  by. 

Here  is  one  of  the  earliest  hymns  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  blind  poetess,  Fanny  Crosby, 
and  the  wealthy  Cincinnati  manufactur¬ 
er,  William  Howard  Doane.  When  he  vis¬ 
ited  her  in  New  York  City,  they  soon 
discovered  they  were  kindred  souls. 

Doane  inquired  if  she  would  write  a 
poem  using  the  phrase  “Pass  me  not,  0 
gentle  Savior.”  She  smiled  and  said  she 
would  but  did  not  seem  to  have  the  inspi¬ 
ration  at  that  time. 

Some  weeks  later,  in  the  spring  of 
1868,  she  was  speaking  at  a  religious 
service  in  a  Manhattan  prison.  As  the 
popularity  of  her  hymns  increased,  more 
and  more  invitations  came  to  her  to 
speak  at  churches,  conventions,  YWCAs 
and  prisons. 

During  a  prison  service  after  she  had 
spoken  and  some  of  her  hymns  had  been 
sung  she  heard  one  of  the  prisoners  cry 
out  in  a  pleading  voice,  “Good  Lord,  do 
not  pass  me  by.”  She  remembered 
Doane’s  suggested  line  of  some  weeks 
past;  here  was  the  needed  inspiration. 
That  evening  in  her  room  she  completed 
the  poem.  Doane  composed  the  music, 
and  the  hymn  first  appeared  in  a  collec¬ 
tion  he  published  in  1870. 

Three  years  later  the  evangelist 
Dwight  L.  Moody  and  his  music  director, 
Ira  D.  Sankey,  began  their  evangelistic 
campaigns  in  England.  One  of  the  first 
hymns  used  by  Sankey  was  “Pass  Me 
Not,  0  Gentle  Savior.” 

Of  the  immediate  acceptance  of  the 
hymn,  Sankey  wrote,  “No  other  hymn  in 
our  collection  was  more  popular  than 
this  at  our  meetings  in  London  in  1874.  It 
was  sung  every  day  at  Her  Majesty’s 
Theatre  in  Pall  Mall .  ” 

Several  years  later,  Sankey  was  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  few  days’  vacation  in  the  Swiss 
Alps.  While  resting  in  his  room  in  the  inn 
one  day,  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
people  in  the  street  below  his  window 
singing  heartily  in  German,  “Pass  Me 
Not,  0  Gentle  Savior.” 

The  scriptural  basis  for  the  hymn  is 
found  in  the  account  of  Jesus’  encounter 
with  a  blind  beggar,  recorded  in  Luke 
18:35-42.  When  the  beggar  heard  the 
noise  of  the  crowd  and  asked  what  was 
going  on  he  was  told,  "Jesus  of  Nazareth 
is  passing  by.”  Immediately  he  turned 
and  cried  out,  “Jesus.  Son  of  David,  have 
mercy  on  me!" 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Jesus,  Still  Lead  On" 


Televangelist  plans  luxury  hotel 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  —  The  Heritage  Grand  Hotel  is  acre,  $37  million  PTL  Partner  Center  complex  that 
the  new,  504-room  hostelry  run  by  the  PTL  Television  includes  a  shopping  mall,  a  cafeteria,  restaurants 
Network  of  televangelist  Jim  Bakker.  It  is  part  of  the  11-  and  a  convention  site.  religious  news  service  photo 


Book  Review 

Work  of  ‘peace’  agency  related 
by  longtime  leader  of  its  staff 


A  Will  For  Peace,  by  Herman  Will, 
available  from:  Discipleship  Resources 
For  Church  And  Society,  1908  Grand  Av¬ 
enue,  P.  O.  Box  #189,  Nashville,  Tn., 
37202,  279  Pages,  $9.95,  Order  No.  C-S- 
1007. 

By  C.  E.  PEEPLES 
“We  are  not  just  a  part  of  God’s  cre¬ 
ation,  we  are  the  only  part  that  holds  in 
its  hands  the  destiny  of  all  life  on  earth,” 
I  wrote  Herman  Will. 

'•  For  37  years  he  played  an  important 
and  difficult  role  in  leading  the  peace 
movement  in  the  Methodist  Church 
and  later  as  head  of  the  Division  of  World 
:  Peace,  United  Methodist  General  Board 
;  of  Church  and  Society.  At  the  request  of 
'  the  division,  he  wrote  this  volume. 

i 
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He  and  his  agency  made  a  significant 
"contribution  despite  the  deep  division  in 
1;  their  own  ranks.  Some  of  the  leaders 
;  were  pacifists;  others  were  like  Reinhold 
;Neibuhr  who  rejected  pacifism  and 
"called  for  a  Christian  realism  ready  to 
;  choose  a  relevant  alternative,  which, 
;  while  not  perfect,  would  represent  a 
'  lesser  evil. 


Herman  Will  and  his  agency  were  pio¬ 
neers  of  great  courage  and  conviction, 
seeing  the  need  for  world  organizations 
and  a  worldwide  effort  to  save  our  planet. 

They  worked  for  the  League  of  Na¬ 
tions,  the  World  Court,  and  the  United 
Nations  even  when  undue  nationalism 
was  rife.  They  were  deeply  concerned 
for  those  objectors  who,  because  of  con¬ 
science,  felt  they  couldn’t  bear  arms.  Al¬ 
ways  high  on  their  priority  list  was 
helping  meet  the  needs  of  displaced  peo¬ 
ple. 

He  tells  a  fascinating  story  of  how  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  General  Con¬ 
ferences  of  United  Methodists  usually 
have  been  at  the  forefront  in  using  their 
influence  for  a  peaceful  world. 

Herman  Will  is  a  church  historian.  He 
knows  the  history  of  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  before  his  day,  and  most  of  his  life 
he  has  led  this  movement.  He  has  spent 
his  life  trying  to  convince  us  that  “we 
are  not  just  a  part  of  God’s  creation,  we 
are  the  only  part  that  holds  in  its  hands 
the  destiny  of  all  life  on  this  earth.” 

Dr.  Peeples  is  president  emeritus  of 
Lon  Morris  College  in  Jacksonville,  Texas. 


Frost  fails 
to  foil  these 

BROOKLYN  PARK,  Minn. -Winter 
had  been  here  for  almost  a  month,  but 
Teal"  winter  weather— with  tempera¬ 
tures  of  20  degrees  below  zero  and  a 
wind  chill  factor  of  negative  49  de¬ 
grees— blew  in  in  late  January. 

Sunday  morning  church  attendance 
at  Brooklyn  United  Methodist  Church 
was  skimpy,  with  one  side  of  the 
church  almost  empty. 

It  seems  no  one  wanted  to  face  the 
frigid,  icy  wind  that  whipped  outside, 
according  to  a  letter  from  Vida  Dorn  of 
Brooklyn  Park,  Minn.,  published  in  the 
Minnesota  conference  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

But  there,  among  the  scattered  wor¬ 
shippers  who  had  braved  the  elements, 
was  88-year-old  Goldie  Schrieber.  She 
had  driven  to  church  that  morning  af¬ 
ter  picking  up  Anna  Hamilton,  who 
turned  100  in  October.  They  sat  with 
their  94-year-old  friend  Fran  Sparks, 
who  met  them  as  usual  for  the  9  a  m. 
worship  service. 

“It  is  this  kind  of  loyalty  that  has 
kept  the  United  Methodist  Church  alive 
for  130  years  in  Brooklyn  Center,”  Ms 
Dorn  wrote. 


Cathedral  in  frigid  Russian  winter 
MOSCOW  —  Mid-winter  Russian  visitors  to  Red  Square  here  bundle  up 
against  temperatures  dipping  to  minus  30  degrees  as  St.  Basil’s  Cathedral 
looms  hazily  in  the  frosty  background. 
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Dear  Deborah 

Is  daughter’s  lifestyle 
worth  breaking  relation? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  been  under  terrible  stress  since 
my  daughter  told  her  father  and  me  that 
she  is  a  homosexual  and  introduced  us  to 
her  “partner”  with  whom  she  lives.  We 
cannot  bear  this  situation  and  are  con¬ 
sidering  moving  from  this  community. 

Two  friends  came  to  call  on  me  re¬ 
cently.  One  lady  had  two  "gay”  children, 
one  of  whom  had  recently  died.  She  said 
if  she  could  only  call  him  back,  she 
wouldn’t  care  what  he  did.  She  said  he 
died  of  a  serious  infection. 

They  brought  me  much  literature 
about  homosexuals  from  the  “Gay 
Rights  Office.”  I  threw  it  all  away  the 
minute  they  left. 

My  husband  has  done  much  research 
on  the  subject  from  books  taken  from 
our  two  main  libraries  here.  Many  state 
that  it  is  acquired  and  the  person  can 
change,  but  they  must  want  to  and  ac¬ 
cept  Christ  as  their  savior. 

Our  daughter  will  never  change;  she 
says  it’s  up  to  us  to  make  the  move  that 
will  enable  me  to  keep  my  sanity.  I  can¬ 
not  live  here  and  see  the  other  party  with 
her.  So  we  are  making  plans  to  sell  our 
home  here  and  move. 

Please  remember  me  in  your  prayers. 
This  matter  has  truly  broken  my  heart. 

Grieving  Mother 

Dear  Mother: 

Your  deep  grief  is  understand¬ 
able.  1  hope  you  will  think  a  good 
deal  about  what  your  friend  said 
about  her  dead  son.  Would  you  rath¬ 
er  see  your  daughter  break  off  her 
relationship  to  you  and  her  father 
forever  than  to  learn  to  live  with  the 
truth  about  her  lifestyle?  In  so  many 
words,  she  would  become  as  “dead” 
to  you  both.  1  doubt  you  want  that 
because  you  love  her  so  much. 

Have  you  tried  to  understand  why 
you  are  so  grieved  by  her  confes¬ 
sion?  Are  you  concerned  about  what 
others  think  as  deeply  as  you  are 
concerned  for  your  daughter  and 
her  future  without  a  husband  and 
family? 

Why  do  you  want  to  run  away  to 


another  place,  leaving  your  friends 
and  neighbors,  leaving  the  familiar 
for  the  unknown?  It  is  a  sacrifice. 

Let  the  matter  cool.  Reconsider. 
Avoid  any  drastic  decision.  Keep 
contact  with  the  daughter  you  love, 
and  try  to  accept  her  “ loved  one”  as 
you  would  accept  a  man  in  her  life. 
It  sounds  impossible,  I  know,  but  so 
may  be  running  away — in  the  long 
run. 

As  to  the  research  on  the  matter 
of  homosexuality,  the  definitive  an¬ 
swers  are  not  in,  and  evidence 
points  both  to  the  acquired  point  of 
view  and  to  the  possibility  of  chemi¬ 
cal  makeup  and/or  other  physical 
factors  over  which  the  individual 
has  no  control.  Until  the  evidence  is 
in  one  way  or  another,  we  are,  as 
Christians,  to  “judge  not.” 

Your  daughter  is  caught  up  in 
this  new  social  pattern,  and  time, 
good  taste,  good  manners  and  car¬ 
ing  deeply  about  others  may  change 
her  attitudes  or  at  least  moderate 
them. 

We  are  in  a  volatile  time  when 
many  new  lifestyles  are  being  tried, 
and  you  are,  as  a  family,  hardly 
alone.  Almost  every  Christian  fam¬ 
ily  is  faced  with  these  changing  mo¬ 
res.  Be  patient;  let  love  overcome 
your  pride  and  your  grief  will  even¬ 
tually  heal. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Grain  of  sand 

By  EDWARD  A.  GLOEGGLER 

The  person  or  thing 
that  rubs  us 
the  wrong  way 
may  prove  to  be 
the  grain  of  sand 
that  wrought  within 
a  pearl  of  great  price. 


Lutheran  expert  claims 
one-third  Africa  starving 


From  Lutheran  Council  News 

NEW  YORK  —  The  head  of  Lutheran 
World  Relief,  in  remarks  prepared  for  an 
address  at  Wartburg  College  in  Waverly, 
Iowa,  said  one-third  of  the  people  on 
the  African  continent  —  or  between  130  to 
150  million  people  —  may  be  affected  by 
the  food  crisis. 

"It’s  not  just  Ethiopia.  Certainly  that’s 
one  of  the  worst  hit  countries  but  by  no 
means  the  only  one.  There  are  more  than 
two  dozen  ‘Ethiopias’  where  people  are 
starving  or  threatened  by  starvation,” 
said  Norman  E.  Barth,  executive 
director. 

Speaking  at  the  college  lecture  series, 
Dr.  Barth  listed  Chad,  Zimbabwe, 
Mauritania,  Niger,  Angola,  Mozambique 
and  parts  of  South  Africa  as  among  other 
countries  affected  by  the  famine. 

“Look  at  Zimbabwe,  once  considered 
the  Iowa  of  Africa,  the  breadbasket.  Now 
it  has  two  million  people  facing  food 
shortages.  The  plight  of  Zimbabwe  is 
made  worse  by  100,000  refugees  from 
Mozambique  who  fled  their  own  country 
—  ironically  in  search  of  food,”  he  said. 

The  aid  and  development  agency  of 
four  U.S.  Lutheran  churches  has  been 


working  to  combat  the  Ethiopian  drought 
for  almost  two  years,  despite  the 
relatively  recent  attention  given  to  the 
problem  by  the  U.S.  media. 

Like  other  agencies,  the  Lutheran 
agency  has  been  overwhelmed  with 
public  response  to  the  drought.  But 
officials  have  emphasized  that  there  is 
also  a  need  to  pay  attention  to  long-term 
development  needs. 

The  drought,  said  Dr.  Barth,  “is 
merely  the  result  of  the  problems  that 
have  been  spreading  over  the  huge 
continent  for  years.” 

He  listed  other  contributing  factors  to 
the  severe  food  shortages : 

—  civil  war  in  Ethiopia,  Chad, 
Mozambique  and  Uganda ; 

—  economic  and  political  policies 
favoring  urban  masses  over  farmers; 

—  population  increases  throughout  the 
continent; 

—  desertification  of  areas  south  of  the 
Sahara,  estimated  at  some  143  million 
acres  in  recent  years. 

Dr.  Barth  said  long-term  development 
is  the  only  way  to  permanently  reverse 
the  situation  in  Africa. 
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Stewardship  Nowand  For  The  Future 


By:  DOUG  WILLIAMS 
Director  of  Development 
Many  persons  who  practice  ex¬ 
cellent  stewardship  of  their  finan¬ 
cial  resources  during  their  lifetime 
fail  to  make  provision  for  their 
stewardship  to  continue  after  they 
are  no  longer  living.  Many  persons 
fail  to  realize  that  long  after  they 
are  deceased  they  can  still  continue 
to  provide  financial  resources  to 
those  institutions  and  causes  which 
they  so  faithfully  supported  during 
their  lifetime. 

You  can  ensure  that  your  support 
of  your  church  and  favorite  charit¬ 
able  organization  will  not  cease  with 
your  death  by  making  proper  provi¬ 
sion  in  your  will.  Yet  many  people 
fail  to  do  this;  not  because  they  are 
unconcerned  about  their  church  or 
charity,  but  because  they  think  that 
such  provision  is  a  difficult  matter 


involving  much  extra  effort  and  ex¬ 
pense.  This  is  not  the  case. 

Let  me  suggest  two  simple  ways 
you  can  make  provision  for  church 
and  charitable  organizations  in  your 
will.  First  of  all,  consider  making 
your  church  or  charity  a  residual 
legatee  in  your  will.  This  simply 
means  that  the  charity  will  get 
whatever  is  left  of  your  estate  after 
payment  of  all  debts,  taxes,  ad¬ 
ministrative  costs,  and  specific  be¬ 
quests.  This  is  an  excellent  way  to 
handle  the  disposition  of  some  un¬ 
expected  funds  that  may  be  left 
after  all  other  heirs  and  obligations 
have  been  provided  for.  This  may 
prove  to  be  the  most  equitable  way 
of  handling  such  unexpected  funds. 

Another  way  to  provide  for  your 
favorite  institution,  is  to  list  it  as  a 
contingent  beneficiary  of  your  will. 
This  means  that  if  the  beneficiaries 


named  by  you  precede  you  in  death, 
then  the  institution  becomes  the 
beneficiary  to  your  estate.  This  pre¬ 
vents  your  estate  from  being  subject 
to  unwanted  litigation  from  remote 
and  even  unknown  relatives  contest¬ 
ing  their  right  to  your  property.  It  is 
not  uncommon  for  a  person’s  closest 
relatives  to  precede  him/her  in 
death.  Therefore,  making  your 
charity  a  contingent  beneficiary  will 
see  that  your  estate  goes  to  those 
you  would  most  want  to  benefit  from 
it  if  your  immediate  family 
members  are  no  longer  living. 

Residual  legatee  provisions  and 
contingent  bequests  are  two  ways 
you  may  provide  for  church  related 
and  charitable  ministries  in  your 
will.  This  will  enable  you  to  provide 
everlasting  stewardship  for  those 
causes  that  you  so  actively  sup¬ 
ported  during  your  lifetime. 
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Newly  appointed  Director  of  Family  Development  Services,  Doug  Ezell,  center,  makes  plans  with  David  Morris 
and  Marth  Krider  of  MCH  Social  Services  Department. 


The  following  information  was 
communicated  to  members  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  Board  of 
Directors  as  an  informal  report  in 
January.  I  wish  to  share  this  same 
information  with  you  at  this  time. 

1984  is  now  a  memory  and  ’85  is  al¬ 
ready  on  its  way.  Each  new  year 
presents  us  with  new  and  exciting 
challenges  along  with  the  ongoing 
responsibilities  that  ties  time 
together.  Here  at  MCH,  we  are  once 
again  presented  with  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  try  out  some  new  things 
along  with  the  tried  and  proven 
methods  of  the  past. 

One  of  the  new  projects  is  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  Family  De¬ 
velopment  Services.  A  director  has 
been  employed  and  is  on  board  and 
In  the  process  of  starting  up  this 
long  awaited  service  of  family  coun¬ 
seling.  Another  project  is  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  education  center. 
The  site  was  readied  last  year  and 
the  building  contractor  has  begun 
his  work  this  week.  Completion  is 
anticipated  early  this  summer 
making  it  possible  for  us  to  offer 
new  approaches  to  the  educational 
needs  of  the  children  entrusted  to 
our  care.  Our  administrative  staff 


are  evaluating  our  delivery  of  ser¬ 
vices  and  will  shortly  be  making  re¬ 
commendations  to  increase  our 
effectiveness.  The  year  1985  will 
truly  be  exciting  here  at  Methodist 
Children's  Home. 

As  we  look  back  to  ’84,  I  am 
pleased  to  reaffirm  the  fact  that  it 
was  a  successful  year.  The  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  was  indeed  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  Christ’s  healing  love.  I  will 
share  statistics  with  you  at  the 
board  meeting  in  March  which  will 
substantiate  MCH’s  success  story; 
but  what  I  want  to  call  attention  to  is 
that  it  takes  the  combined  efforts  of 
staff  and  board  members,  friends 
and  supporters,  agencies  we  work 
with,  the  Ruston  community  and  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  All  of 
the  components  working  together 
are  necessary  to  enable  the  Home  to 
serve  as  well  as  it  does. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  every 
year  in  the  Home's  history  has  been 
a  good  and  productive  one.  This  is 
the  nature  of  the  Home’s  respon¬ 
sibility.  It  must  always  offer  healing 
services.  As  we  increase  our 
effectiveness  in  providing  these 
healing  services,  it  is  possible  for 
more  individuals  to  be  touched  and 


Terrel  J.  Deville 

able  to  experience  God’s  healing 
powers  through  us  his  servants. 
May  God  bless  you  and  your  loved 
ones  during  this  new  year. 


Family  Services  Initiated 


A  Day  In  The  Snow 

No  sooner  had  our  children  started  back  to  school  after  Christmas 
holidays  than  they  received  a  bonus  vacation  day  on  Thursday, 
January  3rd.  This  one  was  due  to  the  several  inches  of  snow  that  co¬ 
vered  the  grounds  of  MCH  and  the  surrounding  Ruston  area. 

Although  houseparents  did  not  share  100%  of  the  excitement,  the 
children  were  elated  at  the  thought  of  one  more  day  at  home  along 
with  the  snow.  Some  made  srtowmen;  others  simply  walked  about 
sightseeing;  but  everybody  got  in  on  the  act  of  snowball  throwing. 

By  Friday  morning  the  snow  was  mostly  melted  and  the  school 
buses  came  rolling  around  bright  and  early  But  in  the  meantime,  the 
kids  had  been  able  to  enjoy  their  white  Christmas  that  came  just  a 
little  late. 


January  2, 1985,  saw  the  beginning 
of  a  new  program  and  a  new  era  of 
service  for  Methodist  Children’s 
Home.  On  that  date,  Dr.  Douglas 
Ezell  became  director  of  Family 
Development  Services,  a  program 
which  had  been  in  planning  for  the 
past  year. 

The  new  program  will  offer  coun¬ 
seling  and  therapy  to  entire  families 
and  individual  family  members  in 
an  effort  to  widen  the  scope  of  those 
persons  served  by  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home.  The  services  will  be 
available  to  families  with  children 
in  the  Home’s  residential  program 
as  well  as  to  persons  not  currently 
using  the  agency’s  residential  pro¬ 
gram.  The  counseling  offered  to 
families  outside  the  Home’s  resi¬ 
dential  program  will  be  aimed  at 
allowing  the  families  to  remain  in¬ 
tact  and  not  experience  a  breakup. 
Methodist  Children’s  Home’s  Exe¬ 
cutive  Director,  Terrel  DeVille,  has 
expressed  hope  that  the  new  pro¬ 
gram  will  prevent  many  families 
from  having  to  seek  residential  care 
for  a  child  who  otherwise  might 
have  been  removed  from  the  home. 


In  addition  to  work  done  with 
families,  the  new  program  will  offer 
assistance  to  pastors  and  the  per¬ 
sons  who  often  encounter  troubled 
family  situations.  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  plans  workshops  and 
training  sessions  geared  toward 
helping  ministers  know  how  to  spot 
serious  trouble  signs  in  families  as 
well  as  how  and  when  to  refer 
families  for  more  intensive  coun¬ 
seling  programs. 

Doug  Ezell  comes  to  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  with  a  strong  back¬ 
ground  in  counseling  and  therapy, 
accompanied  by  a  longstanding 
commitment  to  Christian  ministry. 
A  Southern  Baptist  by  affiliation, 
Dr.  Ezell  has  pastored  churches  as 
well  as  having  served  on  the  faculty 
of  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas.  His  academic  fields 
are  New  Testament,  Greek,  and 
Christian  Ethics. 

It  was  while  teaching  that  Ezell 
became  interested  in  counseling 
through  his  work  with  the  seminary 
students.  From  1981  until  joining  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  staff, 
Ezell  had  his  own  private  practice  in 


pastoral  counseling  and  psycho¬ 
therapy. 

Ezell  states  that  he  is  looking 
forward  to  working  as  part  of  the 
MCH  team.  He  states  that  team¬ 
work  is  the  one  thing  he  missed  in 
private  practice  and  this  desire  to 
be  part  of  a  team  led  him  to  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Ezell  is  originally  from 
Mississippi.  However,  he  received 
his  B.A.  from  L.S.U.  and  his  Mas¬ 
ters  of  Divinity  and  Ph.D  from 
Southwestern  Seminary.  He  also  did 
a  year  of  post  graduate  study  at 
Princeton  in  1976-77.  He  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  numerous  articles  and  books 
including  works  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  field.  His  hobbies  include  out¬ 
door  sports  such  as  fishing, 
canoeing,  and  camping  as  well  as 
wood  carving. 

MCH 

Basketball 

Once  again  it  is  basketball  season 
and  the  boys  and  girls  of  MCH  are 
participating  through  the  Home’s 
teams  which  are  engaged  in  a  busy 
schedule  of  games  with  teams  from 
churches  and  other  children’s  agen¬ 
cies. 

Already,  the  MCH  youth  teams 
have  played  teams  from  Noel  UMC, 
Shreveport,  and  Southside  UMC  in 
Monroe.  In  addition,  the  younger 
boys  and  girls  have  played  the 
teams  from  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston. 
Other  child  care  agencies  which 
have  been  involved  in  basketball 
games  with  MCH  teams  include 
Rutherford  House  of  Shreveport, 
Youth  House  in  Monroe,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Acres  of  Tallulah . 

Methodist  Children’s  Home’s  Ac¬ 
tivities  Director,  Cheryl  Ensley  ex¬ 
plains  that  these  games  provide 
MCH  residents  with  the  opportunity 
to  exercise  athletic  skills  while  hav¬ 
ing  positive  interaction  with  other 
young  people.  She  states  that  al¬ 
though  basketball  season  is  almost 
over,  churches  interested  in 
scheduling  softball  games  with 
MCH  teams  can  contact  her  now  in 
order  to  work  out  summer  schedul¬ 
ing.  Interested  parties  may  contact 
Mrs.  Ensley  at  the  MCH  main  office 
number,  (318  )  255-5020. 


Snow  scenery 


Let’s  cuddle  to  get  warm 
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Friendship  in  the  snow 
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Playing  in  the  snow 


Rev.  Robert  J.  Hargrove 


UMW  Schedules 
Disciplines  Workshop 

The  Christian  Discipline  Workshop  will 
be  held  at  the  Bellemont  Motor  Hotel,  at 
7370  Airline  Highway.  Baton  Rouge,  on 
Friday,  February  22.  at  7  p.m.  This  is  a 
training  event  for  United  Methodist 
Women  Conference  and  District  Officers. 
Ola  Fisher,  of  Clinton,  is  chairperson  for 
the  event,  while  Betty  Blackman  and  Lou 
Alexander  are  in  charge  of  registration. 

The  workshop  will  dismiss  at  noon  on 
Sunday,  February  24. 


Recently  I  drove  through  one  of  our 
fine  Louisiana  towns  and,  as  usual, 
began  to  look  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Finally,  I  discovered  a 
building  that  looked  “United 
Methodist,”  but  there  was  no  sign  to 
indicate  the  denomination.  I  rather 
think  it  must  have  been  the  Methodist 
Church,  but  I  am  not  really  sure. 

A  couple  of  blocks  down  the  street 
we  came  to  another  church  with  a 
large  lighted  sign  on  the  lawn.  On  the 
sign  was  the  name  of  the  church  and 
the  hour  of  the  Sunday  services  and 
the  very  arresting  title  of  the  pastor’s 
sermon. 

Some  people  would  doubtless  object 
that  the  sign  was  too  “commercial,” 
but  surely  no  one  would  suggest  that 
the  church  without  a  sign  was  more 
“Christian.” 

I  am  really  very  curious.  Was  the 
church  attempting  to  conceal  its 
denominational  affiliation?  Was  it  in 
fact  “open  for  services”?  Does  that 
congregation  welcome  strangers  and 
newcomers  and  tourists  who  do  not 
know  which  church  is  which  (as  the 
natives  do)?  Did  the  pastor  preach  on 
Sunday?  Did  he  know  in  advance  the 


topic  for  his/her  sermon? 

If  I  should  move  to  that  community 
as  a  nominal  Christian  and  if  I 
decided  to  “try  Church”  I  would  first 
try  the  church  that  appeared  to 
welcome  me  by  its  inviting  sign  and 
which  promised  me  at  least  an 
interesting  title  for  a  sermon 
preached  by  the  pastor,  no  less. 

All  of  this  seems  trivial, 
insignificant,  unimportant,  irrelevant 
and  even  irreligious,  doesn’t  it?  We 
tend  to  think  a  little  detail  like  a  sign 
has  no  bearing  on  the  proclamation  of 
the  Gospel,  but  because  we  do  not 
attend  to  the  seemingly  trivial  and 
insignificant,  some  of  our  churches 
are  diminishing  in  power  and 
influence. 

If  Exxon,  Texaco,  and  Mobil  think  a 
sign  is  important,  why  should  we 
think  it  is  unimportant? 

There  is  bound  to  be  a  text 
somewhere  in  scripture  to  support  my 
point,  but  for  the  moment,  I  cannot 
remember  where. 


Three  Asbury  UM  Men 


Bishop’s 
Corner 

‘No  Sign  Is  Not  Better’ 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  presented  3  members  of  the 
church  membership  in  the  National  Association  of  United  Methodist  Scouters. 
Pictured  above,  from  left  to  right  are:  Roy  Naumann,  President  elect  of  the 
Evangeline  Area  Scout  Council;  Ben  Mayfield.  Chairman  of  the  Asbury  Scout 
Committee  and  Kent  Caraway,  District  Scout  Executive  for  the  Evangeline  Area. 

This  brings  to  6  the  number  of  Asbury  men  who  are  now  National  Scouters. 


Hargrove  Is  Lenten  Presenter 


Rev.  Robert  J.  Hargrove,  Jr.,  Rector 
of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  Monroe,  is 
the  Presenter  for  the  first  four  Lenten 
lections,  for  February  24,  and  March  3, 
10,  and  17. 

The  programs,  based  on  Mark  and 
John’s  Gospels  were  beamed  up  on 
Satcom  4  on  Tuesday,  February  12. 

Rev.  Hargrove,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
was  educated  at  Georgetown  (Ky.) 
Baptist  College,  Central  Baptist  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Kansas  City,  Ks.,  and 


Seabury-Western  Theological  Seminary, 
Evanston,  Ill.  He  pastored  The  DeSoto 
Kansas  Baptist  Church,  and  on  the  staff 
of  Episcopal  Churches  in  Iowa,  Florida, 
and  Wisconsin  before  coming  to  Monroe. 
In  addition,  he  served  as  Assistant 
Professor  of  Church  History  and 
Comparative  Religions  at  Central 
Seminary,  Kansas  City,  Ks. 

He  has  served  on  the  Executive 
Councils  of  all  Dioceses,  on  various 
denominational  committees  and  as  a 
Deputy  to  the  General  Convention  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  1979  and  1985. 

Future  Lectionary  telecasts  will  be 
beamed  up  on  March  12,  April  9  and  April 
30,  all  on  Satcom  4,  Channel  and 
transponder  5(v). 


New  UM  Church  Coming  To  East  N.O 


The  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  and 
the  Louisiana  Conference  have  recently 
purchased  four  and  one-half  acres  of  land 
at  a  choice  site  on  Bullard  Avenue  in  New 
Orleans  East. 

In  the  above  photo,  persons  standing 
by  the  large  church  sign  on  the  new  site 
are,  left  to  right;  Bishop  Walter  L. 
Underwood.  Amy  Ward.  Murray 
Fincher.  Marian  Eggerton.  Rev.  Doug 


Cane  and  Dr.  Stone  Caraway. 

Mr.  Charles  McHale,  attorney,  and  Mr. 
Dale  Tynes.  realtor,  have  given  of  their 
time  and  energy  to  find  and  negotiate  for 
the  purchase  of  the  property  from  the 
Lake  Forest  Association,  according  to 
Dr.  Caraway. 

A  telephone  survey  with  ap¬ 
proximately  seventy  United  Methodist 
volunteers  will  be  conducted  beginnine 


with  the  week  of  February  23.  A  special 
reception  for  interested  persons  will  be 
held  at  Methodist  Hospital  on  March  3, 
from  3  to  5  p.m. 

Worship  services  for  the  new 
congregation,  under  the  pastoral 
leadership  of  the  Rev  Douglas  Cain,  will 
begin  at  Methodist  Hospital  on  March  10. 
at  9:30a.m. 
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Give... 

That  All  May  Have  Life 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

March  17, 1985 


Amid  a  growing  hunger  crisis  intensified  by  poverty,  civil  strife  and 
drought,  relief  and  development  efforts  continue  in  Ethiopia.  Political  and 
economic  difficulties  in  neighboring  countries  have  brought  an  influx  of 
refugees  into  Ethiopia.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
Program  Department,  supported  by  our  offerings  on  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  Sunday,  assists  the  refugees  by  providing  job  training  and 
placement. 


CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Bishop’s  Award  of  Excellence  Authorized 


The  Bishop's  Award  of  Excellence  is 
authorized  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing 
outstanding  packs,  Troops,  and  Posts 
chartered  by  local  churches  (or 
organizations  within)  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  which  have  met  the 
established  criteria. 

Upon  nomination  by  the  Scouting 
Coordinator,  and  approval  by  a  proper 
committee  or  representative  of  the 
annual  conference,  the  Bishop’s  Award 
of  Excellence  is  presented  by  the 
presiding  bishop  to  the  pastor,  the  unit 
leader,  and  at  least  one  member  of  the 
unit  at  the  next  regular  session  of  the 
annual  conference.  The  award  is  good  for 
one  year,  and  may  be  earned  again. 

The  booklet  containing  helpful 
information,  the  criteria  with 
explanatory  information,  and  an 
application  form  is  available  from 
Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box  840. 


Nashville,  Tennessee  37202.  Request 
Bishop's  Award  of  Excellence  booklet, 
9534C,  $1.00  per  copy;  10  or  more  85c 
each.  Handpostage  paid  on  cash  orders. 

(The  above  information  was  furnished 
by  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.  pastor  of 
First  UM,  Lake  Charles,  and  the 
Conference  Scouting  Coordinator ). 


Each  year  members  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  gather  in 
the  Spring  for  what  has  become 
known  as  their  “Budget  Day.”  It  is 
during  this  four  or  five  hour  meeting 
that  the  various  Boards  and 
Commissions  of  the  Conference 
present  their  financial  needs  for 
programs  that  they  are  endeavoring 
to  promote  throughout  the  Annual 
Conference.  In  using  a  maximum 
figure,  or  "cap,”  set  by  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  the 
CCOM  is  responsible  for  the 
individual  allocations  to  the  Boards 
and  Commissions  under  the 
Conference  Benevolence  Budget. 

The  task  is  somewhat  complicated 
by  at  least  two  factors.  First,  there 
is  never  enough  money,  and  second, 
the  CCOM  is  always  working  two 
years  ahead.  It  is  often  very  difficult 
for  the  various  Boards  and 
Commissions  to  plan  their  specific 
programs  for  two  years  ahead  when 
they  have  not  yet  experienced  the 
current  year.  Particular  flexibility 
has  to  be  shown  with  reference  to 
such  matters,  and  is  so  done  as  the 
various  groups  work  together  for 
the  solution  to  problems  and  needs 
for  Annual  Conference  program¬ 
ming. 

More  than  50  persons  will  be 
involved  in  this  meeting  scheduled 
for  Friday,  March  1st,  at  the 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  One  of  the 
most  important  factors  of  this  day  is 
the  sense  of  involvement  and 
dedication  that  is  always 
demonstrated  by  the  participants  in 
this  Budget  Meeting.  Each 
representative  is  well  aware  that 
only  a  minimum  increase  in  dollars 
will  be  available  to  their  group  and 
yet,  they  do  all  within  their  own 
power  to  present  the  programs  that 
they  feel  will  be  helpful  and 
advantageous  to  the  entire  Annual 
Conference. 

In  addition  to  working  on  budget 


Bible  Study  Task  Force  Convenes 


At  the  Convocation  of  Boards  and 
Agencies  Dinner,  Bishop  Walter  L. 
Underwood  announced  that  the  churches 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
would  be  invited  to  join  in  either  the 
Trinity  Bible  Studies  and/or  the  Bethel 
Bible  Studies.  The  Cabinet  has 
nominated  clergy  to  be  a  part  of  the  Bible 
Study  Task  Force. 

This  group  met  at  the  Conference 
Headquarters  Building  on  February  11, 


with  Dr.  Frank  Warden,  writer  and 
developer  of  the  Trinity  Bible  Series.  The 
task  force  will  meet  again  on  March  14 
with  a  representative  of  the  Bethel 
Series.  The  time  is  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Pastors  and  local  church  leaders  will 
have  opportunity  to  attend  a  seminar  on 
the  Trinity  Bible  Series  on  March  25  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Watch  the  Coordinated 
Mailing  for  further  information. 
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matters,  the  group  will  consider! 
Special  Conference  Observances  for: 
the  1985-86  year.  These  are  days  that-' 
usually  call  for  the  lifting  up  of  a- 
special  institution,  or  program,  at 
which  time  an  offering  is  received: 
for  support  of  these  groups.  The. 
Conference  Calendar  for  the  1985-86 
year  will  be  adopted,  and  this  will 
become  the  official  guideline  for: 
program  events  for  the  Louisiana- 
Conference  in  the  coming  months.: 
The  activities  of  this  day  will  be! 
under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Harvey  G 
Williamson,  Director  of  the. 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
and  Dr.  Charles  B  Simmons, 
Chairperson  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Our  UM  Mission 
Dollar  Is  Best  Buy! 

By  AMY  WARD 

As  United  Methodists  we  are 
responsible  for  9000  projects  and  900 
mission  personnel  around  the  world  and 
also  are  partners  in  mission  with 
colleagues  in  many  nations. 

Our  United  Methodist  channels  fqr 
giving  through  World  Service,  Advance 
specials  and  United  Methodist  Women 
are  the  best  mission  buys  to  be  found  in 
any  denomination  or  charitable 
organization  The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  cost  for  administration 
is  9%,  the  lowest  of  any  group.  World 
Service  and  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Pledge  are  the  very  life  blood  of  the 
mission  of  our  church.  You  may  give  to  a 
particular  project  through  either  the 
General  Advance,  Conference  Advance 
or  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Supplementary  gifts  and  be  assured 
100%  of  you  money  will  go  to  the 
designated  program.  You  can’t  find  a 
better  buy  anywhere! 

Our  early  goal  in  mission  was  to 
establish  self-supporting  congregations 
in  all  the  world.  This  has  happened!  One 
example  is  the  church  in  Singapore.  In 
1959,  70  American  missionaries  were 
serving  in  positions  of  leadership.  In 
1979,  only  7  American  missionaries  were 
still  there  —  this  time  in  supporting  roles 
The  church  in  Singapore  has  grown  and 
now  has  30  persons  in  mission  Vin 
neighboring  countries.  That  is  r£tal 
progress !  That  is  success ! 

Requests  continue  to  come  to  -the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  from 
around  the  world  for  assistance  .^in 
leadership  training  for  clergy  and  laity, 
for  teachers,  pastors,  doctors, 
agriculturists,  for  materials  for  building 
and  maintaining  churches,  hospitals, 
schools,  for  literature,  for  food  and 
clothing  to  meet  the  very  basic  human 
needs.  Our  responsibilities  are  many  as 
United  Methodists. 

The  World  Division  Appropriations 
Committee  met  in  January  to  plan  the 
budget  for  1986.  The  basic  purpose  .pf 
enabling  persons  and  communities  to 
witness  to  Jesus  Christ  through  Christian- 
mission  was  reaffirmed.  After  several 
days  of  reviewing  program,  finances  and 
much  prayer,  it  was  decided  to  take  a 
second  and  third  step  in  faith,  In  order  to 
maintain  our  present  missionary  force 
nearly  1  million  dollars  in  additional 
funds  will  be  necessary.  The  mission  of 
the  church  depends  upon  all  of  us  for  our 
prayers  and  financial  support.  We  can't 
let  our  Methodist  missions  down  and 
there  is  not  a  better  buy ! ! 

(Mrs.  Ward  is  the  chair  of  the 
Appropriations  Committee  for  the  World 
Division.) 
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LA  Conference  Golf  Tournament 
Coming  In  April  at  Toro  Hills 

The  First  Annual  Louisiana  Conference  Golf  Tournament  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  April  16th,  1985  at  the  beautiful  Toro  Hills  Resort,  near  Hodges 
Gardens,  Many,  Louisiana.  All  pastors  in  the  conference,  regardless  of  ability, 
are  invited  to  participate  in  this  first  class,  all-day  tournament.  The  tourney 
will  be  closed  with  a  delicious  meal,  banquet  style,  and  trophies  and  prizes 
awarded  to  the  various  winners  in  several  categories. 

The  fee  is  tentatively  set  at  $35  per  person,  including  green  fee,  cart,  and 
meal.  Those  wishing  to  spend  the  night  before  or  after  will  have  to  cover  that 
themselves. 

For  further  information,  or  to  register  for  the  tournament,  contact  Rev  H.  A. 
Harrington,  1411  Glenwood  Drive,  West  Monroe,  La.  71291  or  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell, 
Box  680,  Bunkie,  La.  71322. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 
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Editorial 

Subway  tragedy  must  be  redeemed 


How  should  Christians  respond  to  the 
widely  reported  actions  of  New  York’s 
so-called  ‘Subway  Vigilante,”  Bernhard 
Hugo  Goetz? 

The  majority  of  persons  in  a  recent 
Lou  Harris  poll— and  presumably  many 
Christians  — sympathized  with  Mr. 
Goetz.  Sixty-four  percent  said  a  New 
York  grand  jury  was  right  to  indict  him 
for  illegal  weapons  possession.  But  an 
identical  percentage  said  the  jury  was 
right  not  to  indict  him  for  shooting  four 
teen-agers  on  a  South  Bronx  subway 
Dec.  22. 

The  widespread  refusal  to  condemn 
Mr.  Goetz’s  actions— indeed,  he  has  been 
hailed  in  some  quarters  as  a  cult 
“hero”— doubtlessly  reflects  the  fear 
and  frustration  of  many  people.  That’s 
particularly  true  for  those  who  live  in 
the  inner  city. 

Overcrowding,  high  unemployment 
and  understaffed  police  forces  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  a  frightening  escalation  of 
“street  crime”  in  a  number  of  communi¬ 
ties.  Mr.  Goetz  is  one  of  countless  per¬ 
sons  who  have  concluded  that  their 
safety  depends  on  their  readiness  to 
meet  force  with  force,  including  the  use 
of  lethal  weapons. 

Consequently,  Mr.  Goetz  may  have 
been  uncomfortably  close  to  the  truth 
when  he  reportedly  said  that  anyone  in 
his  shoes  would  have  done  the  same 
thing.  Under  the  circumstances,  his  was 
a  predictable  and  legally  defensible  hu¬ 
man  reaction  to  a  perceived  life-threat¬ 
ening  situation. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  should  not 
mistakenly  equate  an  understandable 
"human  reaction”  with  the  will  of  God. 
Mr.  Goetz’s  “wipe  them  out”  response 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


may  have  a  diabolical  appeal  to  law- 
abiding  persons  who  regularly  see  speed¬ 
ers  and  more  serious  offenders  getting 
away  with  breaking  the  law.  The  unre¬ 
strained  release  of  such  violent  im¬ 
pulses,  however,  would  be  both  socially 
intolerable  and  at  odds  with  Christ's 
teaching  not  to  return  evil  for  evil. 

Our  responsibility  as  Christians  is  to 
be  peacemakers.  That  demands  our  best 
efforts  to  remove  human  conflicts  that 
cause  us  to  strike  out  against  one  anoth¬ 
er,  even  in  our  own  communities. 

Therefore  we  should  not  affirm  Mr. 
Goetz’  actions.  We  should,  however,  seek 
ways  to  redeem  those  actions  as  a  tragic 
but  needed  reminder  of  the  rising  level 
of  violence  in  our  society. 

We  believe  a  good  way  to  begin  would 
be  to  discuss  questions  similar  to  the 
following  in  church  school  classes  and 
from  the  pulpit  and  to  act  upon  them 
when  appropriate: 

•  What  are  the  main  sources  of  hu¬ 
man  conflict  in  our  community?  How 
can  we  as  Christians  work  to  reduce  or 
eliminate  them? 

•  How  can  we  responsibly  “turn  the 
other  cheek”  and  advise  others  to  do 
likewise  when  doing  so  would  seem  to 
turn  society  over  to  “bullies”? 

•  What  are  ways  we  can  show  the 
love  of  Christ  to  both  the  victims  and  the 
perpetrators  of  violent  crimes  and  lessen 
the  need  both  might  feel  to  “strike  out” 
at  others? 

We  also  should  regularly  pray  for  the 
wisdom  and  the  will  to  change  our  vio¬ 
lent  ways,  both  individually  and  collec¬ 
tively,  before  those  ways  destroy  life  as 
God  intends  for  us  to  live  it. 
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Marriage  vows  belong  in  hymnal 


By  JOHN  LANE  WILLIAMS 
When  the  new  worship  and  hymnbook 
is  published  after  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  1988. 1  suggest  that  it  include  the 
Order  for  the  Solemnization  of  Marriage 
essentially  as  it  was  in  the  Methodist 
Hymnal  of  1939.  Why? 

The  newly  organized  church  we  at¬ 
tended  during  10  years  of  retirement  had 
a  delightful  custom  during  the  fellowship 
moments.  Those  worshiping  there  for  the 
first  time  were  welcomed.  Then  persons 
celebrating  birthdays  and  couples  cele¬ 
brating  anniversaries  were  honored. 

Every  Sunday  several  couples  stood 
up,  and  the  minister  would  ask.  “Jim  and 


Mary,  how  many  years?”  The  answer 
would  be  “37  years,”  "53,”  “29,”  or  “64.” 
One  Sunday  a  young  couple  holding  a 
three-week  old  baby  said,  "One  year.’ 
They  had  been  mar-  I 
ried  in  that  church 
the  year  before. 

An  older  man 
stood  up  slowly,  for 
he  had  suffered  a  leg  I 
amputation,  and  his  | 
wife  could  not  stand, 
but  they  both  spoke  1 
out  proudly,  “64  John  Williams 
years."  A  woman  stood  up  in  the  choir 
loft,  while  her  husband  waved  from 


My  Witness 

Flood  of  jeans  shows  God’s  sense  of  humor 


By  KAREN  COGAN 

“Lord,  what  am  I  going  to  wear  this 
winter?  I  have  only  one  pair  of  jeans, 
and  they're  almost  worn  out." 

It  wasn’t  really  a  serious  prayer.  After 
all,  I  doubted  God  would  be  concerned 
about  such  a  small  problem. 

My  husband  had  just  gone  into  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself,  and  there  was  not  much 
money  budgeted  for  winter  clothes.  The 
money  we  had  would  have  to  be  spent  to 
dress  our  two  young  daughters  who  had 
outgrown  their  old  outfits. 

So  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would 
have  to  make  do  with  what  I  had.  In  the 
back  of  my  mind,  however,  was  the  nag¬ 
ging  feeling  that  God  had  heard  my 
prayer. 

I  never  mentioned  the  matter  to  any¬ 
one.  But  in  the  late  fall,  a  relative  called 


to  ask  if  I  could  use  three  pairs  of  jeans 
that  she  could  no  longer  wear.  I  was 
delighted.  I  could 
get  through  the 
winter  with  four 
pairs  of  jeans. 

A  week  later  a 
friend  called  to  ask 
if  I  could  use  some 
extra  clothes.  Her 
mother  sewed  for 
her  and  she  had 
more  than  she  Karen  Coean 
could  use.  A  few  days  later  a  large 
box  arrived  containing  some  dresses  and 
slacks— and  nine  pairs  of  jeans. 

My  next  door  neighbor  cleaned  out  her 
closet  and  added  another  two  pairs  of 
jeans  to  my  growing  collection. 

With  15  pairs  of  jeans  now,  I  felt  like 


they  were  raining  from  the  sky. 

I  am  certain  my  good  fortune  was  no 
coincidence.  God  used  this  abundance  to 
let  me  know  He  clothes  His  children  just 
as  surely  as  He  clothes  the  lilies  of  the 
field.  Like  the  parable  of  the  fish  and 
loaves,  out  of  my  need  came  an  abun¬ 
dance  to  share. 

I  am  sure  God  has  a  sense  of  humor.  I 
could  almost  hear  Him  chuckling  as  I 
raised  my  new  prayer,  "Thank  you. 
Lord,  thank  you.  I  have  enough!” 

And  the  flood  of  jeans  has  stopped. 

I  think. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Karen  Co- 
gan.  is  a  member  of  Bear  Creek  UMC  in 
Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Conference). 


UMC-Democratic  Party  comparison  gets  mixed  response 


To.  the  Editor: 

I  feel  compelled  to  write  and  comment 
on  one  of  the  finest  and  most  brilliant 
pieces  of  writing  I  have  ever  seen  pub¬ 
lished  in  your  very  fine  newspaper.  I  re¬ 
fer,  to  the  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Rev. 
Mary  Gay  Morgan  in  the  Feb.  1  issue. 

I  have  been  trying  for  several  years  to 
find  the  words  to  properly,  and  without 
rancor  or  unfounded  accusation,  describe 
what  has  been  happening  to  our  great 
church.  Ms.  Morgan  has  said  it  all— bet¬ 
ter.  than  I  could  have  ever  hoped  to  do. 

While  she  has  been  quite  circumspect 
with  regard  to  naming  names— albeit 
without  losing  clarity— I  should  like  to 
be.  somewhat  more  "crude"  about  the 
whole  thing  and  call  a  spade  a  spade. 

The  “face”  she  talks  about  has  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  for 
a  mouth,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  a  pocketbook  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  and  World 
Council  of  Churches  as  its  supporting 
body,  arms  and  legs. 

Further,  the  entire  grotesque  visage 
has  "liberation  theology”  stamped  indel¬ 
ibly  on  its  forehead. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  Ms.  Morgan’s 
prophecy  that  “a  new  face  will  emerge 
on  United  Methodism”  will  come  to  pass. 
I  am  sure  that  if  all  of  us  who  truly 
compose  the  Body  of  Christ  will  assert 
ourselves,  our  corporate  “face”  will  in¬ 
deed  change  for  the  better,  and  we  can 
get  back  to  doing  the  Lord’s  work  again. 
Robert  C.  Grandy 
Westford,  Massachusetts 

Hurrah  for  Mary  Morgan 

To -the  Editor. 

Hurrah  for  Mary  Gay  Morgan  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  1)! 

I  wondered  if  anyone  else  had  noticed 
the  similarities  between  the  hierarchy  of 
the  Democratic  Party  and  the  hierarchy 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

How  ironic  that  her  acknowledgment 
of  a  rise  in  patriotism  and  basic  (bibli¬ 
cal^  Wesleyan  theology  along  with  the 
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decline  of  the  (liberal)  establishment 
comes  in  the  same  issue  with  a  quotation 
from  a  United  Methodist  Bishop  who  is 
feeling  guilty  for  being  an  American! 

Besides  those  who  favor  “big”  govern¬ 
ment  and  “Big  Brother”  religion,  a  few 
other  “big”  groups  have  apparently  lost 
touch  completely  with  those  of  us  who 
pay  their  salaries— namely,  big  labor 
bosses  who  can’t  even  sense  how  their 
members  feel  and  so  wonder  why  their 
membership  is  declining  (sound  famil¬ 
iar?).  Yet  they  think  they  know  where 
“our”  interests  lie. 

Hard  at  them,  Mary!  The  Lord  Jesus 
didn’t  spend  His  three  years  haranguing 
the  Roman  government  nor  traveling  to 
Nicaragua  to  see  which  (political)  side 
He  should  be  on.  Nor  did  the  original  12 
disciples  demonstrate  against  the  many 
social  ills  of  that  day. 

Does  that  tell  us  something? 

Alice  Foltz 

Centerville,  Pennsylvania 

‘I  totally  support  position  ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  about  time  someone  publicly 
takes  a  stand  as  Rev.  Mary  Morgan  has 
taken  in  the  Feb.  1  issue. 

I  totally  support  her  position.  She  is  to 
be  commended  for  coming  forth.  I  trust 
that  she  is  speaking  for  a  great  number 
of  United  Methodists. 

We  have  gone  long  enough  spreading 
ourselves  so  "thin”  that  we  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  become  an  organization 
somewhat  slowed  in  our  supposed  pri¬ 
mary  goal  of  carrying  the  message  of 
God  to  everyone. 

We  have  taken  in  virtually  every 
cause,  group  of  persons  and  ideas.  When 
are  we  going  to  reverse  this  process, 
without  neglecting  our  obligation  to  lis¬ 
ten,  and  become  once  more  an  even 
greater  influence  by  evangelizing,  carry¬ 
ing  the  message  of  God  to  everyone  and 
following  the  principles  John  Wesley  has 
laid  out  for  us? 

Let’s  follow  through  in  earnest  on 
what  we  declare  in  the  Doctrine,  the 
Doctrinal  Statements,  the  General  Rules 
and  the  Articles  of  Religion. 

Norman  F.  Weber 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Parallel  insults,  degrades 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  the  Rev.  Mary  Gay  Morgan’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  to  be  insulting  and 
degrading  to  the  church  (see  UMR  Feb.  1). 

To  compare  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  the  national  Democratic  Party 
and  the  leadership  of  the  church  to  the 
leadership  of  the  nation  is  simplistic  and 
naive.  Ms.  Morgan’s  attitude  reminds  me 
of  a  statement  from  30  years  ago  that 
whatever  was  good  for  General  Motors 
was  good  for  the  country. 

Particularly  insulting  to  the  church  is 
the  statement  that  “prosperity  is  made  vir¬ 
tuous  by  a  chief  executive  who  encourages 
it"  and  the  comparison  of  Mr.  Reagan’s 
“popularity”  with  the  lack  of  leadership  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

According  to  Ms.  Morgan,  all  we  need 
do  is  declare  United  Methodism  the  na¬ 
tional  religion! 

I  believe  the  church  to  be  most  effec¬ 
tive  when  it  fulfills  its  prophetic  role  as 
the  conscience  of  the  people  and  the 
voice  of  God.  Prosperity  cannot  be  a 
virtue  when  it  promotes  oppression  and 


synonymous  with  good  leadership. 

The  church  must  not  be  the  rubber 
stamp  of  the  administration  but  the  bib¬ 
lically  moral  and  ethical  conscience  of 
the  people.  That  requires  an  integrity 
beyond  popularity  and  prosperity. 

Roger  R.  Wood 
Pawhuska.  Oklahoma 

Stance  ‘hits  nail  on  head’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read,  reread  and  read  again  the 
"Here  I  Stand”  article  by  the  Rev.  Mary 
Gay  Morgan  (see  UMR,  Feb.  1). 

If  Ms.  Morgan  has  not  written  the  arti¬ 
cle  tongue-in-cheek,  then  there  really  is 
hope  for  the  “declining”  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

You  hit  the  nail  squarely  on  the  head, 
Ms.  Morgan!  You  really  “see  it”  from  the 
pew.  If  I  had  any  power  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  I’d  support  you  for 
bishop!  God  knows,  we  need  more  bish¬ 
ops  who’ll  tell  it  like  it  is  as  you  have 
done  so  well. 

Keep  going  (if  you  do  not  get  thrown 
out  of  the  United  Methodist  Church). 
“Hang  in  there,”  “right  on”  and  "keep 

talking.  William  S.  Reed 

Webster  Groves,  Missouri 

Why  print  trial  balloon? 

To  the  Editor: 

James  Armstrong’s  Jan.  25  article 
contained  more  unseemly  nostalgia  than 
valuable  information.  The  article  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  an  attempt  to  elicit  public 
sympathy  and  support. 

Dr.  Armstrong  wrote:  “For  the  first 
time  in  35  years  I  am  not  authorized  (at 
least  for  the  time  being)  to  administer 
the  sacraments.” 

This  comment  appears  to  be  a  trial 
balloon  for  public  opinion,  indicating 
that  the  situation  may  change. 

The  episcopacy  is  well  versed  in  the 
methods  of  influencing  public  opinion. 
The  very  nature  of  the  job  often  creates 
very  smooth  operators.  For  this  reason, 
the  laity  should  be  thoroughly  critical  of 
self-serving,  maudlin  pronouncements  in 
the  media.  I  criticize  the  Reporter  for 
publishing  this  article. 

Dr.  Armstrong  s  sanctimonious  prat¬ 
tling  about  the  authority  and  “special” 
nature  of  the  priesthood  is  indicative  of 
the  mindset  that  further  separates  the 
clergy  and  laity.  In  particular  the  quote 
from  Greg  Johanson  regarding  “the 
worst  vessels  of  clay,”  however  true,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  chosen  principally 
for  its  ring  of  approbation. 

I  encourage  Dr.  Armstrong  to  study  all 
of  Malachi,  particularly  chapter  2:  7-9. 

God  himself  (according  to  Malachi) 
has  set  the  precedent:  The  laity  has  long 
been  absolved  from  blind  respect  for  the 
priesthood.  No  act  of  ordination  or  cer¬ 
tificate  on  the  wall  can  change  that  for 
any  minister,  from  the  episcopacy  down 
to  the  obscure  preacher. 

Lest  we  all  become  smug,  self-righ¬ 
teous  and  condemnatory,  consider  the 
last  verses  of  Malachi,  chapter  4:4-6  that 
speaks  to  laity  and  priesthood  alike: 

“Remember  the  law  of  Moses  my  ser¬ 
vant,  the  rules  and  precepts  which  I  bade 
him  deliver  to  all  Israel  at  Horeb.  Look,  I 
will  send  you  the  prophet  Elijah  before  the 
great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  comes. 
He  will  reconcile  fathers  to  sons  and  sons 
to  fathers,  lest  I  come  and  put  the  land 
under  a  ban  to  destroy  it”  (NEB). 
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poverty.  Charismatic  leadership  is  not 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new  edition  in  Genoa,  Illinois 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel-  members  each  week, 
comes  as  new  readers  about  350  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Faith  UMC  in  Genoa, 

Illinois  (Northern  Illinois  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual 
conference  reports,  general  religious 
news  and  opinion  into  one  paper  mailed 
directly  to  the  homes  of  the  church’s 


To  our  new  readers  in  Genoa,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


This  message  has  been  obscured  but 
not  changed  by  the  passage  of  time. 

Herbert  Jack  Hart 
Houston,  Texas 

Don’t  call  me  ‘preacher’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  come  from  the  EUB  side  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  I  notice  a 
practice  about  which  I  raise  a  question. 
Why  do  former  Methodists  typically  re¬ 
fer  to  “ministers”  as  “preachers”? 

Our  ministers  do  it.  Our  bishops  do  it, 
and  it  seems  to  be  the  general  appella¬ 
tion  used  when  referring  to  the  clergy.  I 
wonder  why. 

It  seems  so  old-fashioned,  inadequate 
and  hillbillyish.  It  is  like  calling  a  physi¬ 
cian  a  “pill  man.”  It  describes  only  one 
aspect  of  the  doctor.  Likewise,  “preach¬ 
er”  describes  only  one  aspect  of  a  pastor. 

It  has  been  embarrassing  for  me  to  be 
in  some  interdenominational  meetings, 
where  more  dignified  terms  are  used  to 
describe  the  clergy,  then  to  have  my  own 
fellow-Methodists  call  us  preachers. 

I  hope  that  our  church,  which  I  love 
and  serve,  will  come  to  a  more  dignified 
concept  of  its  clergy. 

G.  Weir  Hartman 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Thanks  for  word  on  giving 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  excellent  word  on  "sec¬ 
ond  mile"  giving  in  the  Feb.  1  issue.  Our 
church  gave  $106,000  in  "second  mile” 
giving  on  top  of  our  $105,000  apportion¬ 
ments  and  $25,000  to  our  Pension  Cru¬ 
sade.  We  also  involved  278  individuals  in 
“hands-on"  mission  projects  in  ’84.  Our 
goal  in  ’85  is  450. 

Thanks  also  for  Roy  Beck’s  splendid 
articles  in  the  Jan.  25  and  Feb.  1  issues  on 
the  bishops’  visit  to  Nicaragua.  I  especial¬ 
ly  appreciate  the  pointed  question  to  the 
bishops  about  whether  their  opposition  to 
the  U.S.  policy  would  be  seen  as  “propa¬ 
ganda  for  the  commandantes”  and  their 
answer. 

Jack  D.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Let’s  preserve  lyrics 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  add  my  word  of  protest  re¬ 
garding  the  “Inclusive  Language  Lec¬ 
tionary.”  which  seems  to  be  forging 
ahead  in  spite  of  the  overwhelming  criti¬ 
cism  it  has  received. 

As  a  devoted  church  member,  I  regret 
the  part  the  United  Methodist  Church— 
as  a  member  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches— is  playing  in  this  farce.  It 
seems  as  though  our  money,  my  money, 
could  be  used  in  more  worthwhile  ways. 

With  the  beginning  of  work  by  the 
Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young  on  a  new  hymnal, 
I  hope  that  he  and  his  committee  will  not 
be  drawn  into  the  snare  of  "inclusive 
language”  and  destroy  the  traditional 
hymns  we  love. 

Arlene  C.  Appleton 
Dedham.  Massachusetts 

Numbers  don’t  tell  story 

To  the  Editor: 

William  Easum  suggests  that  we 


should  increase  and  strengthen  the  larg¬ 
er  churches  (more  than  1,000  members) 
because  that  is  where  growth  is  taking 
place  in  the  church  (see  UMR,  Jan.  11). 

Has  Mr.  Easum  asked  some  of  the 
members  of  large  churches  why  they 
have  chosen  to  join?  Here  are  some  an¬ 
swers  that  I  have  heard: 

“There  are  enough  members  so  that 
no  one  knows  I  am  around,  and  I  don’t 
have  to  do  anything." 

"They  have  enough  money  to  hire  a 
large  staff;  so  I  don’t  have  a  guilty  con¬ 
science  not  being  involved.” 

Numbers  are  not  the  way  to  judge  a 
church,  nor  does  popularity  make  it 
right.  The  stewardship  of  time,  talent 
and  money  of  each  member  is  still  the 
ideal  for  any  church. 

Involvement,  not  membership,  is  the 
goal.  A  church  with  60  involved  mem¬ 
bers  is  more  desirable  than  a  church 
with  6,000  Sunday  attenders. 

Dorothy  B.  Walker 
Ventura,  California 


where  he  was  serving  as  an  usher.  “Forty- 
seven  years,”  they  said.  It  was  a  good 
witness! 

Granted,  we  lived  in  a  place  where 
there  were  lots  of  retired  people.  (One 
housing  complex  threw  a  party  for  their 
people  who  had  been  married  50  years 
or  more,  and  100  people  showed  up  from 
that  one  condominium!)  But  in  a  day 
when  there  has  been  a  steady  dirge  that 
permanent,  loving  marriage  — along 
with  other  “out-moded  values”— is  no 
longer  possible,  it  was  good  to  hear  ev¬ 
ery  Sunday  a  positive  witness.  Many  vis¬ 
iting  grandchildren  perked  up  their  ears 
in  sheer  amazement! 

Contrast  that  to  a  national  TV  news 
segment  that  gave  a  couple  of  minutes  to 
a  spot  on  a  program  for  unwed  mothers. 

A  social  worker  with  three  or  four 
“clients"  told  of  the  resources  for  coun¬ 
seling,  education  and  aid.  Several  teen¬ 
age  unwed  mothers  were  asked,  with  a 
careful  sort  of  professional  kindness, 
what  they  thought  about  it.  They  were 
quite  casual  in  accepting  unmarried 
pregnancy  as  the  norm  of  their  exis¬ 
tence.  All  wanted  to  be  accepted  by  their 
peers  and  did  “what  everybody  else  did.” 

One  14  year-old  unwed  mother  insist¬ 
ed  that  it  was  more  than  that.  Her  goal 
was  to  have  her  very  own  baby,  someone 
of  her  own  to  love  who  would  always 
love  her. 

With  just  20  seconds  left,  the  TV  peo¬ 
ple  thought  that  was  a  nice  goal.  (Why  do 
I  sometimes  get  the  feeling  that  some  of 
our  brightest  and  best  informed  media 
people  are  amazingly  ignorant  about 
values  that  arise  from  a  deep  faith?) 

One  of  the  most  signal  failures  of 
those  of  our  heritage,  whose  avowed  pur¬ 
pose  has  been  "to  spread  Scriptural  holi¬ 
ness  throughout  the  land,”  has  been  in 
not  providing  strong,  practical  witness 
about  the  Christian  family.  The  family 
must  be  the  model  for  society,  the 
church,  local  and  ecumenical,  and  the 
world  as  the  whole  family  of  God. 

Since  my  wife  and  I  came  to  maturity 
during  the  Depression,  we  had  a  much 
longer  engagement  than  we  would  have 
liked.  Dates  centered  around  church  activ¬ 
ities,  walking,  home  and  school  activities. 

Sometimes  in  church,  as  we  thumbed 
through  the  hymnal  to  be  ready  for  the 
last  hymn,  we  surreptitiously  found  and 
studied  the  marriage  ceremony.  (Lots  of 
young  folks  did  that  then.)  It  is  really 
wonderful  as  a  statement  of  Christian 
marriage! 

The  statement  sees  marriage  as  part 
of  God’s  purpose  and  design.  Marriage 
must  be  entered  into  with  reverence  and 
faith.  Marriage  begins  with  a  sacred 
pledge,  not  only  to  each  other,  but  to  God 
and  to  society.  Marriage  involves  high 
purpose  and  effort. 

Marriage  is  not  simply  a  matter  of 
"falling  in  love”  but  a  firm  commitment 
to  love,  honor  and  cherish  under  all  of 
life’s  strange  complications.  Marriage 
requires  fidelity.  (They  are  blunt  words: 
“to  keep  thee  only  unto  him/her  as  long 
as  ye  both  shall  live!”) 

And  the  very  first  act  of  this  marriage 
is  to  pray  together.  Marriage  is  based  on 
a  serious,  permanent  commitment:  "till 
death  us  do  part.” 

So  as  a  preacher  who  has  struggled  for 
a  lifetime  to  deliver  utterly  compelling 
sermons,  I  am  not  suggesting  that  we 
need  some  alternative  reading  material 
while  listening  to  dull  sermons. 

But  I  think  it  would  be  helpful  and 
salutary  to  have  readily  available  to  all, 
especially  the  young,  this  well-worded 
and  powerful  statement  of  the  nature  of 
Christian  marriage.  It  would  be  a 
mighty  good  use  of  two  and  a  half  pages 
of  the  new  hymnbook.  Let’s  include  it! 

John  Lane  Williams  is  a  retired  minis¬ 
terial  member  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference. 


YOUR  IRA 
HELPS  OTHERS 
HAVE  A 

CHURCH  HOME 


Now  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  is  offering 
Individual  Retirement  Accounts  that  work  for  your  church 
while  working  for  you.  A  UMDF/IRA  currently  pays  9.5% 
per  annum. 

Dollars  invested  in  UMDF/IRA ’s  go  into  low-cost  loans 
to  local  congregations  for  building  programs. 

Send  for  information  about  this  new  opportunity  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  place  of  worship  for  others  while  building  your  financial 
security  and  cutting  your  1984  taxes. 


UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303-U1 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115 

NAME 


ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


PHONE  NUMBER 


The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where  the  fund 
is  exempt  or  registered.  Call  collect  or  write  for  a  free  Prospectus  and 
further  information.  (Phone  212-870-3856) 
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36  religious  groups  unite 
to  demand  end  to  poverty 
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if  proposed  cuts  in  programs  to  the  poor  are  carried  out  v 
by  Congress,  says  religious  leaders. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  -  In  what  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  the  start  of  a  grass  roots  reli¬ 
gious  lobbying  effort,  the  national 
leaders  of  36  religious  bodies  issued  a 
"call  to  end  poverty”  and  urged  Con¬ 
gress  to  reject  proposed  cuts  in  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  poor. 

Deploring  the  rising  rate  of  poverty  in 
the  United  States,  the  religious  leaders 
went  beyond  a  general  call  for  action 
and  proposed,  in  addition,  a  specific  five- 
point  social  plan  which  the  various  de¬ 
nominations  have  agreed  upon. 

The  plan  involves  creation  of  new  jobs 
in  the  public  and  private  sectors,  job 
training,  increasing  public  assistance  for 
the  poor,  and  elimination  of  taxes  on 
low-income  people. 

“Out  of  our  faith  grows  the  conviction 
that  no  one  —  child  or  adult  —  should 
suffer  the  debilitation  of  poverty,”  they 
declared.  "We  must  seek  justice;  we 
must  protect  the  vulnerable.  Poverty  in 
this  country  can  and  must  end.” 

Signing  the  statement  were  leaders  of 
national  Protestant,  Catholic,  Jewish, 
and  ecumenical  organizations.  The  state¬ 
ment  was  issued  through  the  Washing¬ 


ton-based  Interfaith  Action  for  Economic 
Justice,  an  interreligious  coalition. 

Among  the  agencies  represented  were 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  which 
has  31  member  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
Christian  denominations,  the  Synagogue 
Council  of  America,  and  Catholic  reli¬ 
gious  orders,  as  well  as  individual  Lu¬ 
theran,  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  and  Mennonite  bodies. 

Entitled  “A  Call  To  End  Poverty  in 
the  United  States,”  the  three-page  appeal 
begins  by  noting  that  more  than  35  mil¬ 
lion  Americans  are  now  living  in  poverty. 

"Without  a  concerted  national  effort, 
the  next  generation  will  be  caught  in  the 
same  trap.  Already,  one  in  four  children 
under  age  six  lives  in  a  poor  household; 
one-half  of  all  black  children  live  in  pov¬ 
erty.  Their  future  begins  now. 

“Anti-poverty  programs  comprise  less 
than  10  percent  of  the  federal  budget. 
Even  so,  they  have  borne  nearly  one- 
third  of  all  budget  cuts  adopted  in  the 
last  four  years.  Federal  spending  for 
anti-poverty  programs  has  always  been 
modest,  especially  in  relation  to  spend¬ 
ing  for  some  other  federal  objectives,” 


the  religious  groups  stated. 

"Funding  for  programs  for  the  poor 
has  neither  caused  the  deficit  nor  threat¬ 
ened  the  stability  of  the  economy.  By 
making  thoughtful  investments  of  feder¬ 
al  funds,  Congress  can  finance  the  pro¬ 
grams  necessary  to  end  poverty  in  this 
country  without  exacerbating  the  deficit 
problem.” 

The  statement  adds  that  the  recent 
draft  letter  on  the  economy  by  the  na¬ 
tion’s  Catholic  bishops  and  statements  by 
other  denominations  “have  laid  out  the 
challenge:  poverty  in  this  country  is  in¬ 
tolerable  and  must  end.  We  urge  Con¬ 
gress  to  search  for  just,  effective  and 
realistic  solutions.  We  intend  to  work  to¬ 
ward  the  eradication  of  poverty  in  this 
country,  and  will  support  your  active 
participation  in  this  crucial  task.” 

According  to  a  spokesperson  for  Inter¬ 
faith  Action,  the  religious  appeal  will 
form  “the  basis  for  lobbying  and  grass 
roots  efforts  during  the  current  Congres¬ 
sional  session.”  The  religious  groups  will 
pressure  members  of  Congress  to  resist 
proposals  by  the  Reagan  administration 
for  further  reductions  in  aid  to  the  poor, 
the  group  said. 


A  derelict  car  and  garbage  provide  the  landscape  for 
a  run-down  house  in  rural  South  Carolina.  This  poverty 
area  is  one  example  that  will  continue  to  exist  in  poverty 


Baptist  seminary  head  charges  conservatives  want  ‘cloning’ 


Conservatives  say  critic 
misconstrued  intentions 


From  Baptist  Press 

ATLANTA  —  The  president  of  the 
nation’s  largest  theological  seminary 
has  charged  that  a  conservative  politi¬ 
cal  takeover  group  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  trying  to  make 
every  Baptist  seminary  “just  like  Cris¬ 
well  Bible  Institute”  in  Dallas  and 
“create  clones  of  Dr.  (W.  A.)  Criswell.” 

Dr.  Russell  Dilday,  president  of 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  told  about 
1,000  “Concerned  Southern  Baptists”  of 
Georgia  that  unless  the  takeover  is 
stopped  within  the  next  three  or  four 
years,  “Southern  Baptists  will  lose 
Southwestern  Seminary”  and  every 
other  agency. 

Dr.  Dilday  quoted  extensively  from 
Judge  Paul  Pressler  of  Houston  and 
Criswell  Bible  Institute  President 
Paige  Patterson,  whom  he  identified  as 
key  leaders  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
conservative  “control  movement.” 

According  to  Dr.  Dilday,  Judge 
Pressler  said  in  a  radio  broadcast  that 
he  wanted  to  make  every  institution  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  “just 
like  Criswell  Bible  Institute.” 

Dr.  Dilday  quoted  Mr.  Patterson  as 
saying  in  a  radio-broadcast  sermon  at 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas  his  goal 
as  president  of  Criswell  Bible  Institute 
was  “to  create  clones  of  Dr.  Criswell,” 


W.A.  Criswell 


the  venerated  pastor  of  the  nation’s 
largest  Baptist  church.  First  Baptist  of 
Dallas. 

Dr.  Dilday  said  he  had  had  difficulty 
believing  Dr.  Criswell  was  involved  in 
the  “takeover”  movement  until  he  and 
several  others  met  with  the  Dallas  pas¬ 
tor  recently.  Although,  Dr.  Dilday  said 
he  and  others  had  never  known  what  to 
call  the  Pressler- Patterson  conserva¬ 
tive  coalition,  Dr.  Criswell  had  re¬ 
ferred  to  it  as  "a  movement  to  control 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

"That’s  exactly  what  it  is,”  Dr.  Dil¬ 
day  said.  The  issue  is  not  theological 
conservatism  versus  liberalism,  or  the 
infallibility  of  the  Bible,  the  issue  is 
control  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 


tion,  he  said. 

"Are  we  going  to  be  a  convention 
committed  to  pressing  toward  theologi¬ 
cal  conformity  and  creedalism,  or  are 
we  going  to  be  a  convention  that  comes 
together  to  cooperate  in  doing  missions 
and  evangelism  and  winning  our  world 
to  Jesus  Christ?”  he  asked. 

He  claimed  leaders  of  the  “control 
movement”  are  unwilling  to  support 
anything  financially  they  do  not  agree 
with  totally  and  completely,  and  their 
approach  to  missions  and  evangelism 
is  not  to  cooperate  with  others,  but  to 
operate  like  “Independent  Baptists.” 

The  other  key  issue,  said  Dr.  Dilday, 
is  leadership.  “Who  will  be  the  leaders 
of  the  convention?  Will  they  be  cooper¬ 
ating  Southern  Baptists  committed  to 
missions  and  evangelism,  or  will  they 
be  independent  and  fundamental  in 
mentality,  committed  to  para-church 
activity? 

"Will  they  be  people  more  interested 
in  a  national  political  agenda  than  they 
are  in  what  Southern  Baptists  do  to¬ 
gether  in  missions  and  evangelism?” 
Dr.  Dilday  said  he  was  alarmed  by 
“frightening  indicators”  that  the  same 
people  involved  in  the  movement  to 
control  the  SBC  are  also  involved  in 
religious  right  political  activities  as  ex¬ 
pressed  through  such  organizations  as 
Moral  Majority. 


HOUSTON  —  Paige  Patterson  and 
Paul  Pressler  say  the  main  issue  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  contro¬ 
versy  is  the  nature  of  Scripture,  not 
control  of  the  denomination. 

Baptist  Press  contacted  the  two  af¬ 
ter  an  address  in  Atlanta  by  Russell 
Dilday,  president  of  Southwestern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  in  which  Dr.  Dilday  warned  of  a 
movement  to  control  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.”  (See  story  at  left. ) 

Judge  Pressler,  a  Houston  appeals 
court  judge,  said:  “Russell  Dilday  con¬ 
tinues  in  his  usual  tactic  of  trying  to 
make  non-issues  issues,  to  accuse  con¬ 
servatives  of  things  they  have  not  done 
and  to  make  wild  charges  that  are  not 
accurate. 

“The  issue  is  what  Scripture  is  and 
that  is  the  only  issue  that  I  know  of. 
Conservatives  are  not  seeking  adher¬ 
ence  to  a  particular  interpretation  of 
Scripture,  merely  agreement  that 
Scripture  is  entirely  God’s  word  and 
does  not  make  mistakes,”  he  added. 

Judge  Pressler  said  Dr.  Dilday  "mis¬ 


construed"  remarks  about  Criswell 
center.  "What  I  was  emphasizing  was 
that  if  every  Southern  Baptist  school 
taught  people  to  be  soul  winners  and 
had  the  evangelistic  zeal  of  Criswell 
(Bible  Institute)  our  convention  would 
be  in  good  shape.” 

Mr.  Patterson,  reached  in  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Ga.,  where  he  was  teaching  a  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  said  he  made  a  remark 
during  a  sermon  that  his  goal  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  CBI  was  to  “create  clones  of 
Dr.  (W.  A.)  Criswell."  the  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas  and 
sponsor  of  the  Bible  school.  He  added: 
“The  statement  was  made  in  fun, 
which  Dr.  Dilday  very  well  knows. 
However,  the  expression  of  concern  ap¬ 
parently  reflects  a  fear  on  Dr.  Dilday’s 
part  of  the  powerful  pulpiteer  with  an 
authoritative  message  from  God. 

“It  is  interesting  to  me  the  paranoia 
that  is  involved.  Dr.  Dilday  alleges  we 
are  going  to  lose  Southwestern  (semi¬ 
nary)  and  all  of  our  other  agencies.  I 
would  simply  ask:  To  whom  are  we 
going  to  lose  them?” 


Chain  wants 
UM  hospital 
in  Memphis  ; 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

MEMPHIS.  Tenn.— The  nation’s  larg¬ 
est  for-profit  hospital  chain  has  “asked 
permission  to  make  a  proposal"  to  buy  . 
the  largest  of  United  Methodism’s  7 Y" 
health  care  institutions,  according  to  in¬ 
formed  sources. 

The  board  of  trustees  of  Methodist  : 
Health  Systems  of  Memphis.  Tenn.,  IS'- 
expected  to  take  up  the  item  at  Its' 
March  meeting,  said  sources  who  asked 
not  to  be  identified 

The  for-profit  chain,  Hospital  Corpo-'  ‘ 
ration  of  America,  earlier  this  month'  ’ 
received  approval  to  buy  another  UM-' 
related  hospital  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  fori  ' 
$265  million  (see  UMR,  Dec.  21,  Jan.  4  • 
and  18.  and  Feb.  8). 

No  UM  hospital  previously  has  been 
sold  to  a  profit-making  corporation. 

Sources  who  asked  not  to  be  identified  '• 
said  the  Nashville-based  Hospital  Corpo- 
ration  of  America  approached  the  Mem¬ 
phis  system  in  January. 

Methodist  Health  Systems  (see  UMR,  : 
Feb  14)  is  affiliated  with  the  North  Mis-  " 
sissippi.  North  Arkansas  and  Memphis' 
annual  conferences  of  the  United  Meth: 
odist  Church. 

-SUSAN  CARROLt 


Some  UM  aid  avoids  barrier,  reaches  starving  in  Ethiopia 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Despite  barriers  by  the  Ethiopian  gov¬ 
ernment,  some  aid  from  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  others  is  reaching  starving 
persons  in  rebel-held  northern  areas  of 
that  African  nation,  the  Reporter  was 
told  last  week. 

Nonetheless,  food  crossing  the  border 
from  Sudan  (without  Ethiopian  permis¬ 
sion)  does  not  begin  to  meet  needs  in  the 
north,  church  officials  said. 

The  Ethiopian  government  is  blocking 
virtually  all  relief  group  efforts  inside  the 
country  to  deliver  food  to  starving  civil¬ 
ians  in  rebel-controlled  areas,  they  said. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  the 
north  will  die  unless  the  Ethiopian  gov¬ 
ernment  changes  its  policy  or  relief 
groups  more  aggressively  circumvent 
the  government’s  restrictions,  said  M. 
Peter  McPherson,  head  of  the  U.S.  Agen¬ 
cy  for  International  Development. 

Civil  war  stymies  some  relief 

United  Methodists  gave  $1.8  million  in 
the  final  weeks  of  1984  to  help  in  famine- 
stricken  Ethiopia. 

Unfortunately,  a  civil  war  makes  it 
difficult  to  ensure  the  money  will  be 
used  in  a  balanced  way  for  all  people 


who  need  food,  said  the  Rev.  Willis  Lo¬ 
gan.  head  of  the  U.S.  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Africa  office. 

(Most  United  Methodist  money  is  go¬ 
ing  through  the  council’s  Church  World 
Service.  See  story  below  on  questions 
about  how  well  the  aid  is  distributed.) 

One  part  of  the  civil  war— in  the  eth¬ 
nic  section  of  Eritrea  (see  map)— has 
lasted  more  than  20  years. 

Mr.  Logan  said  Ethiopian  government 
leaders  don’t  want  to  help  civilians  in 
rebel-controlled  areas  to  be  fed  because 
that  might  strengthen  the  rebels  and 
even  give  the  rebels  extra  credibility. 

“•I’m  not  apologizing  for  them,  but  that 
is  the  way  they  think,"  he  said. 

Of  40  million  Ethiopian  citizens,  ap¬ 
proximately  7  million  are  in  a  starvation 
situation,  Mr.  Logan  said.  Most  starving 
persons  in  areas  controlled  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  are  within  reach  of  church  and 
other  relief  organizations,  he  said. 

But  approximately  3  million  citizens  in 
the  north  have  been  embargoed  by  the 
government  from  receiving  the  aid,  Mr. 
McPherson  said.  Large  numbers  are  flee¬ 
ing  northern  Ethiopia  and  creating  a  ma¬ 
jor  refugee  problem  in  Sudan,  he  said. 

Some  church  relief  officials  said  they 
are  reluctant  to  talk  too  explicitly  about 


rsttb'Aft; 


how  they  are  circumventing  the  Ethiopi¬ 
an  government’s  barriers  for  fear  gov¬ 
ernment  leaders  there  will  make  it  more 
difficult  to  deliver  food. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  major  refu¬ 
gee  problems  have  been  caused  by  the 
Ethiopian  civil  war  and  by  continuing 
attempts  of  that  government  to  resettle 
its  citizens  inside  the  country.  A  massive 
refugee  exodus  to  neighboring  Somalia 
from  Ethiopia  earlier  this  decade  also 
required  an  international  relief  effort. 

Three  actions  suggested 

A  combination  of  three  actions  was  sug¬ 
gested  by  various  sources  for  saving  the 


northern  people  from  immediate  starvation. 

(1)  Increase  aid  to  the  Sudan  Council 
of  Churches’  Emergency  Relief  Desk. 

That  organization  uses  some  of  the  aid 
to  feed  people  who  have  fled  from  the 
Ethiopian  north  and  become  refugees  in 
Sudan  camps.  Other  aid  helps  transport 
food  into  the  northern  areas. 

Church  World  Service  has  put  $100,000 
into  Sudan.  Of  that,  $30,000  came  from 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR),  said  Norma  Kehrberg, 
head  of  that  committee. 

(2)  Pressure  the  Ethiopian  government 
to  provide  “safe  passage”  of  food  from 
government-controlled  areas  into  rebel- 
controlled  areas. 

Mr.  McPherson  said  that  despite  the  fact 
that  the  United  States  government  is  pro¬ 
viding  half  the  food  aid  to  Ethiopia,  the 
U.S.  has  almost  no  influence  over  Ethio¬ 
pia’s  Marxist  government  because  of  past 
enmities  between  the  two  nations.  He  said 
the  only  hope  for  change  is  through  pres¬ 
sure  from  other  governments  and  from 
church  groups  and  other  international  or¬ 
ganizations  bringing  relief. 

He  did  not  advocate  pressuring  the 
Ethiopian  government  by  threatening  to 


withhold  aid  to  starving  persons  under 
its  control,  however 

(3)  Airlift  food. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  she  doesn’t  believe 
roads  alone,  in  Ethiopia  or  from  Sudan, 
can  handle  for  traffic  required  to  move  all 
the  food  needed  in  the  north. 

Bread  for  the  World  spokesman  Lloyd 
Goodman  said,  “For  more  than  a  year, 
we  and  others  have  been  saying  food  can 
be  moved  in  ways  other  than  roads.  You 
can  airlift  the  food." 

He  said  his  personal  opinion  is  that  an 
effective  airlift  is  possible  if  relief 
groups  would  concentrate  some  atten¬ 
tion  on  it. 

Several  church  officials  said  they 
know  of  no  efforts  to  organize  an  airlift 
to  northern  Ethiopia. 

*Tve  heard  some  talk,  but  there  are 
concerns  about  planes  being  shot  down” 
in  Ethiopia’s  civil  war,  said  Tim  Lind  of 
the  Mennonite  Central  Committee's  Afri¬ 
ca  desk. 

Officials  not  optimistic 

Church  and  government  officials  in 
the  United  States  last  week  were  not 
optimistic  that  changes  will  occur  to 


Questions  raised  about  food  to  Ethiopia 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

After  three  months  of  extraordinarily 
generous  giving  to  their  denomination’s 
Ethiopia  fund,  some  United  Methodists 
appear  to  be  stepping  back  to  assess  how 
well  the  relief  effort  is  being  conducted. 

For  example,  the  administrative 
board  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Los  Alamos,  N.M.,  this  month  put  off 
a  decision  to  give  part  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  1984  financial  surplus  to  the  de¬ 
nomination's  fund  to  fight  starvation  in 
Ethiopia. 

It  wasn’t  that  the  board  members 
were  disinterested. 

"Our  congregation  has  a  very  strong 
track  record  on  missional  giving"  and 
has  been  contributing  regularly  to  the 
denomination’s  hunger  funds,  said  the 
Rev.  Ed  Williamson,  pastor. 

But  at  the  board  meeting,  various  peo¬ 
ple  raised  concerns  about  how  the  money 
is  being  used.  The  board  voted  to  wait 
until  it  had  more  answers. 

Is  distribution  manipulated? 

From  reports  reaching  the  Reporter, 
it  does  not  appear  that  church  relief  or¬ 
ganizations  are  under  suspicion  but. 
rather,  that  people  are  concerned  about 
whether  the  government  of  Ethiopia  is 
manipulating  the  relief  for  its  own  politi¬ 
cal  purposes. 

"Our  people  don’t  want  the  money  to 
be  wasted;  it’s  a  matter  of  stewardship.” 


Mr.  Williamson  said. 

Some  church  officials  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  congregations  have  a  right  to 
expect  answers  to  their  questions.  They 
said  the  answers  should  reassure  people 
that  their  money  is  being  used  wisely 
and  that  still  more  is  needed. 

The  board  at  First  UMC,  Los  Alamos, 
wanted  to  know  if  either  relief  workers 
or  food  recipients  are  having  to  make 
any  kind  of  pledge  to  the  Marxist  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Ethiopia. 

The  Rev.  Willis  Logan,  whose  most 
recent  trip  to  Ethiopia  was  two  weeks 
ago.  answered  that  he  has  neither  seen 
nor  heard  anything  to  indicate  a  pledge 
requirement  of  any  kind. 

Head  of  the  U.S.  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Africa  office,  he  said  peasants 
must  register  when  they  arrive  at  a  dis¬ 
tribution  center  so  the  relief  organiza¬ 
tion  can  guard  against  giving  to  people 
who  don't  need  food.  "There  is  nothing 
political  involved." 

Does  government  call  shots? 

Another  question  raised  was  whether 
the  Ethiopian  government  is  insisting 
that  food  be  distributed  only  as  the  gov¬ 
ernment  determines. 

•  Mr.  Logan  said  the  Ethiopian  govern¬ 
ment  definitely  is  determined  that  food 
inside  Ethiopia  not  reach  civilians  in  re¬ 
bel-held  areas.  But  he  said  several 
church  groups  are  circumventing  that 


(see  story  above). 

He  said  food  is  being  distributed  with¬ 
in  government-held  territory  with  al¬ 
most  no  involvement  of  the  government. 
He  said  food  distribution  occurs  in  the 
following  manner: 

•  Most  food  arriving  in  Ethiopia  is 
sent  by  world  governments  (the  United 
States  is  the  primary  donor).  Very  little 
of  United  Methodists'  donations  actually 
buy  food. 

•  Voluntary  organizations  such  as 
the  church  groups  supported  by  United 
Methodist  funds  buy  trucks  and  fuel  and 
pay  drivers  and  distribution  workers  to 
move  the  food  to  the  people.  The  volun¬ 
tary  organizations  coordinate  their  work 
to  ensure  equitable  distribution  and 
work  without  government  interference. 

•  Church  money  also  is  used  to  pro¬ 
vide  tents,  blankets  and  health  care  in 
camps  where  Ethiopians  gather  to  re¬ 
ceive  food.  When  possible,  food  is  provid¬ 
ed  in  a  form  that  can  be  carried  back  to 
persons'  homes  and  in  an  amount  to  sus¬ 
tain  them  there  for  up  tp  a  month  before 
they  have  to  come  back  for  more  food. 

"I  want  people  to  know  that  we  are 
tracking  how  all  the  money  is  being  used 
so  that  it  goes  exactly  where  donors 
want  it  to  go,"  said  Norma  Kehrberg, 
head  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


rebel  area 

make  it  possible  for  food  aid  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  all  starving  people  in  Ethio-.  .  . 
pia  irrespective  of  political  consider-,., 
ations.  Different  ethnic  groups  have... 
been  fighting  for  autonomy  or  for  inde-  . 
pendence  from  Ethiopia’s  central  gov¬ 
ernment  for  years. 

“I  don’t  see  a  realistic  way  we  canx. 
pressure  the  Ethiopian  government  to  * 
change,"  Ms.  Kehrberg  said,  “when  it  - 
won't  even  acknowledge  publicly  that 
there  are  contested  areas  in  the  country.'’  -1 
But  Gene  Dewey,  deputy  assistant  U.S.* 
secretary  of  state,  told  the  Reporter  he 
believes  church  groups  can  do  much 
more  than  they  have  to  pressure  the  1 
Ethiopian  government. 

Every  group  of  church  officials  that  n 
goes  to  Ethiopia  should  plead  privately- 
with  government  officials  for  safe  pas-~> 
sage  of  food  to  the  unreached  citizens,-  be  ,  , 
said.  Public  pronouncements  may  be '  , 
necessary,  too.  he  said.  ^ 

"Churches  are  not  doing  this,  and  I  ; 
don't  think  they  will"  because  they  hav^  *  * 
shown  a  reluctance  to  say  anything  negv. ; 
ative  about  and  to  the  Ethiopian  govern- ., 
ment,  said  Mr.  Dewey,  whose  portfolio, : ; 
includes  refugee  matters. 

One  way  for  individual  church  mem-';  I 
bers  to  play  a  role  would  be  to  write 
letters  to  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy  and  to’  J 
the  secretary  general  of  the  United  Na-  ; 
tions,  Mr  Dewey  said. 

"Sen.  Kennedy  is  preparing  to  go  to’; ; 
the  secretary  general  to  ask  him  to  in-.  * . 
tervene  and  pressure  the  Ethiopian  gov-  • 
ernment  to  allow  food  to  move  to  all  ; 
starving  persons,”  he  said.  "It  would  be/  ‘ 
wonderful  if  bishops  and  others  would 
organize  a  letter-writing  campaign  t 
show  support  for  this." 

When  told  of  the  letter-writing  sugges- * » 
tion,  Ms  Kehrberg  said,  "We  could  sup-  ‘ 
port  that.”  :  • 

Mr  Logan  said  church  people  have  '  ’ 
raised  questions  with  Ethiopian  leaders  j 
about  safe  passage  for  food  to  the  north-’  J 
and  that  their  responses  lead  him  to  be- ,  ^ 
lieve  nobody  is  likely  to  change  the  lead-;  ’  i 
ers’  minds. 
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Asian  caucus  tries  out 
UMCom  computer  link 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  “The  Upper  Room,”  first  published  to  help  Christian 
families  cope  with  the  Depression  of  the  1930s,  will  celebrate  its  50th  anniversary 
here  Feb.  28. 

The  first  edition,  whose  cover  is  shown  here,  sold  out  its  total  printing  of  100,000 
copies  in  the  first  few  months.  Today  it  is  the  most-used  daily  devotional  guide  in 
the  world. 

‘Upper  Room’  to  mark  50  years 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE  —  “The  Upper  Room,” 
started  in  the  1930s  as  a  devotional 
guide  to  help  families  through  the  De¬ 
pression,  will  celebrate  50  years  of  in¬ 
ternational,  interdenominational 
ministry  and  service  here  Feb.  28  dur¬ 
ing  the  Board  of  Discipleship  meeting. 

Among  those  participating  will  be 
four  former  editors:  Bishop  Roy  H. 
Short  (1944-48);  the  Rev.  Wilson  O. 
Weldon  (1967-1975);  the  Rev.  Maxie  D. 
Dunnam  (1975-1982)  and  Bishop  Rue- 
ben  P.  Job  (1982-84). 

The  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Manning 
Potts  (1948-1967)  and  the  daughter  of 
the  first  editor,  the  late  Rev.  Grover 
Emmons  (1935-1944)  also  will  be  spe¬ 
cial  guests. 

Janice  Grana,  elected  the  publica¬ 
tion's  editor  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  last  fall,  said  the 


celebration  will  combine  an  overview 
and  rejoicing  over  past  accomplish¬ 
ments  but  will  also  take  a  critical  look 
at  the  role  of  “The  Upper  Room”  in  the 
future  international  Christian  move¬ 
ment. 

She  said  she  hopes  the  future  empha¬ 
ses  of  the  agency’s  ministries  will  be  a 
more  global  understanding  and  partner¬ 
ship  with  Christians  in  other  nations. 

The  devotional  guide,  with  eight  mil¬ 
lion  readers  and  60  editions  in  43  lan¬ 
guages,  is  the  most-used  daily  devotional 
guide  in  the  world,  Ms.  Grana  said. 

"The  Upper  Room”  was  born  from 
an  idea  submitted  by  a  group  of  women 
at  Travis  Park  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  in  1934  for  a  devo¬ 
tional  guide  to  help  comfort  families 
struggling  through  the  Depression  of 
the  1930s.  The  first  edition  of  100,000 
copies  sold  out. 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Members  of  Blaine  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  Japanese-American 
congregation  in  Seattle,  didn't  have  to 
wait  for  published  reports  to  find  out 
what  the  National  Federation  of  Asian 
American  United  Methodists  did  recently 
in  San  Francisco. 

Their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert  Hoshi- 
bata,  told  the  congregation  during  wor¬ 
ship  the  day  after  the  meeting  ended 
what  actions  the  185  delegates  had  taken. 

But  Mr.  Hoshibata  had  not  attended 
the  meeting.  He  was  one  of  six  persons 
around  the  country  who  had  received  10 
summaries  of  meeting  activities  over  a 
computer  link  established  by  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  electronic  summaries  were  the  first 
phase  of  an  eight-month,  $94,400  experi¬ 
ment  by  the  denomination’s  communica¬ 
tions  agency.  That  experiment  involves 
using  computers  to  distribute  information 
to  limited  groups.  The  project  builds  on 
previous  UMCom  work  with  computer  in¬ 
formation  networks  in  1983  and  1984,  said 
Susan  Peek,  project  director. 

The  1985  project  is  testing  whether  in¬ 
stant  electronic  communication  between 
agencies  and  groups  in  the  church  is  af¬ 
fordable  and  desirable,  Ms.  Peek  said. 
UMCom  decided  to  limit  that  test  to  the 
denomination’s  four  minority  caucuses  be¬ 
cause  they  do  not  have  many  established 
communications  vehicles.  Consequently, 
they  have  traditionally  felt  unable  to  tell 
their  story  within  the  church. 

Message  services  provided 

Later  this  year  the  system,  will  pro¬ 
vide  an  electronic  “bulletin  board,”  Ms. 
Peek  said.  On  that  "board”  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  participants  can  place  messages, 
such  as  job-opening  announcements,  that 
any  other  participant  can  read.  Another 
feature  will  be  an  electronic  mail  ser¬ 
vice.  Through  it  participants  can  send 
personal  messages  back  and  forth. 

Each  ethnic  minority  caucus  plans  to 
use  computers  differently  to  meet  its  own 
needs,  said  Sue  Couch,  another  UMCom 
staff  member  working  on  the  project. 
Some  are  planning  to  connect  newsletter 
editors,  for  instance.  Others  are  talking 
about  linking  caucus  officers  in  the 
church’s  five  regional  jurisdictions. 

UMCom  has  budgeted  $7,600  to  pay 
for  these  computer  links  over  commer¬ 
cial  satellite-relayed  telephone  networks 
during  the  eight  months,  Ms.  Peek  said. 
She  estimated  that  computer  charges 
from  the  San  Francisco  experiment 
would  run  $200  to  $300. 

The  San  Francisco  experiment  used 
portable  computer  terminals— basically 
typewriter  keyboards  with  small  display 
screens— to  send  news  and  other  mes¬ 
sages  to  persons  in  five  other  cities,  Ms. 
Peek  said.  Those  persons,  picked  to  par¬ 
ticipate  by  the  Asian-American  caucus. 


had  received  similar  terminals  on  loan 
from  UMCom.  The  participants  also  had 
machines  that  could  type  “hard”  copies 
of  the  electronic  messages. 

With  that  equipment  the  participants 
could  transmit  questions  about  caucus 
business  or  send  messages  to  individual 
delegates,  she  said. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Collier,  a  UMCom 
staff  member,  prepared  the  10  news 
summaries  issued  from  San  Francisco 
and  distributed  messages  received  by 
computer  to  the  delegates  there.  He  said 
participants  sent  10-to-12  messages— ei¬ 
ther  to  delegates  or  each  other. 

Mix-up  cuts  participation 

Originally,  15  people  were  to  take  part 
in  the  San  Francisco  experiment,  Mr. 
Collier  said.  But  a  mix-up  with  the 
equipment  supplier  cut  that  number  to 
six. 

Besides  Seattle,  participants  were 
based  in  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Portland, 
Ore.;  Monterey  Park,  Calif.;  and  Fresno, 
Calif.,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Gary  Barbaree,  pastor  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fres¬ 
no,  Calif.,  said  an  the  ability  to  send 
electronic  messages  to  participants  in 
other  cities  was  an  unexpected  advantage 
of  the  computer  link  for  him.  As  a  result, 
he  said,  he  has  established  a  much  closer 
relationship  with  Mr.  Hoshibata. 

“We  are  both  serving  Japanese-Amer¬ 
ican  churches,”  Mr.  Barbaree  said.  "We 
had  met  several  times,  but  we  didn’t 
really  know  each  other  very  well. 

"The  thing  that’s  surprising  is  the 
closeness  I  feel  with  Bob  by  using  the 
computer  messages.  The  only  other  way 
such  an  informal  connection  would  be 
possible  would  be  face  to  face.” 

Mr.  Hoshibata  said  that  during  the 
caucus  session,  he  sent  general  questions 
over  his  computer  about  number  of  dele¬ 
gates  and  groups  represented. 

Besides  getting  answers  to  those  ques¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Hoshibata  said  he  received  in¬ 
formation  on  resolutions  the  caucus 
considered,  descriptions  of  the  worship 
services  during  the  meeting  and  synop¬ 
ses  of  the  sermons  delivered.  "It  really 
made  me  feel  like  part  of  the  worshiping 
community,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hoshibata  said  he  told  his  congre¬ 
gation  about  the  caucus  business,  partic¬ 
ularly  those  resolutions  dealing  with 
Japanese-American  concerns,  during 
Sunday  worship. 

The  Seattle  pastor  said  he  also  deliv¬ 
ered  a  personal  message  to  a  woman  in 
his  congregation  that  came  over  his  com¬ 
puter  from  her  daughter  who  lives  in  Los 
Angeles  and  was  attending  the  meeting. 

"Being  able  to  share  little  messages, 
general  information  and  little  snippets 
of  newsy  information  about  people  (at 
the  caucus)  that  people  here  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  really  seemed  to  interest  the 
congregation,"  Mr.  Hoshibata  said. 


Rita  Needs 
Our  Help" 


RITA  is  ten-years-old  and  was  born  in  the 
slums  of  Calcutta.  India.  She  has  known 
poverty  all  her  life  until  she  was  taken  in 
by  the  kindly  Christian  superintendent  of 
Narainpur  Mission.  Rita  was  very  thin  at 
first,  but  she  has  improved  greatly  since 
coming  into  our  care.  Now  we  need  to  find 
a  sponsor  for  her. 

WHAT  IS  A  SPONSOR: 

A  sponsor  is  a  very  special  person  to  a 
needy  child.  The  sponsor  provides  the 
child  with  food,  clothing  and  an  education 
through  WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.,  a 
Christian  organization  founded  in  1965. 
The  fee  is  only  $13  a  month  —  that's  less 
than  44  cents  a  day  —  and  all  contribu¬ 
tions  are  tox  deductible.  WCI  sends  more 
than  90%  of  all  funds  received  on  over¬ 
seas  for  the  children's  needs.  The  corpo¬ 
ration  furnishes  each  sponsor  with  an 
audit  and  regular  reports  on  the  children's 
progress  are  sent  to  the  sponsors  along 
with  newsletters  and  current  information. 
The  sponsor  also  receives  the  child's 
photo,  name,  address  and  case  history. 

WRITE  TODAY: 

Won  t  you  write  today  and  request  the 
sponsorship  of  a  needy  youngster?  Many, 
like  Rita,  are  waiting  and  the  sponsorship 
provides  food  for  body  and  spirit. 

Please  write. 


rJplBisa 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  whoro  tho 

Enclosed  Is  poymont  for  first  month 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box 
2979,  Winter  Hoven,  Flo.  33880. 

i : 


the  church  today 


South  Central  Jurisdiction 
names  Arkansan  as  executive 
From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DALLAS  — The  Rev.  Earl  Carter, 
council  on  ministries  director  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference,  has  been 
named  executive  director  of  United 
Methodism’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
effective  Sept.  8. 

He  will  succeed  the  Rev.  Duane  Bruce 
who  is  retiring  after  12  years  as  staff 
executive  for  the  eight-state  region. 

Jewish,  UM  groups 
to  discuss  traditions 

CHEVY  CHASE,  M.  (UMNS)  -  Jewish 
and  United  Methodist  traditions  were 
examined  here  last  month  in  preparation 
for  dialogues  by  congregations  of  both 
faiths. 

Leaders  from  both  faiths  led  discus¬ 
sions  on  such  themes  as  religious  and 
racial  bias,  Zionism,  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  (separation  of  church  and  state) 
and  religious  pluralism  and  causes  of 
conflict  and  suffering  such  as  the  Middle 
East,  the  Soviet  Union  and  national  im¬ 
migration  policies. 

Part  of  the  three-day  dialogue  was  de¬ 
voted  to  Bible  study. 


Groups  Of  12  Or  More:  Famous 
Great  Passion  Play  Package 

includes  $7.50  tickets,  lodging, 
swimming,  and  meals  at  KELLER’S 
COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT, 
EUREKA  SPRINGS,  ARK. 
for  just  $20  each!  Call  501/ 253-84 18today! 


VIDEO 

TEACHING 

TAPES 


FOR  CHURCH  •  HOME  STUDY  •  CHURCH  SCHOOL 


DR  JIMMY  BUSKIRK 
DR  ROBERT  COLEMAN 
DR  ANDREW  GALLMAN 
DR  DENNIS  KINLAW 
DR  KENNETH  KINGHORN 
DR  ROY  RYAN 
DR  TOMMY  TYSON 
DR  ROSS  WHETSTONE 
-AND  OTHERS 

A  UNITED  METHODIST  VIDEO  TAPE  MINISTRY 

WRITE  |  VIDEO  LEADERSHIP  MINISTRIES 

FOR  PO  BOX  98S  STARKVILLE.  MS  397S9 

BROCHURE  I  TELEPHONE  (601)  323-7857 


"Congregations  in  Dialogue”  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Union  of  American  He¬ 
brew  Congregations  and  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns.  Similiar  dis¬ 
cussions  will  take  place  in  six  other  cities. 

Methodist  missions  program 
launched  worldwide 

SYDNEY,  Australia  — Methodist 
churches  from  around  the  world  will  join 
together  to  "offer  the  World  Christ”  be¬ 
ginning  in  a  simultaneous  missions  pro¬ 
gram  Feb.  24  and  continuing  through 
June  30. 

The  world  launching  event  in  Indone¬ 
sia  is  being  organized  by  Dr.  Alan  Walk¬ 
er,  director  of  world  evangelism  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

UM  college  president 
to  head  national  association 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.-Joab  Lesesne, 
president  of  United  Methodist-related 
Wofford  College  in  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina,  has  been  elected  chairman  of 
the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Colleges  and  Universities. 

The  association  represents  the  interests 
of  850  colleges  and  universities  in  higher 
education  through  legislative  advocacy. 

Dr.  Lesesne  is  past  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Schools  and  Col¬ 
leges  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  is  a  member  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Spartanburg. 

Troy  Conference  to  meet 
at  Catholic  college 

WHITEHALL, N.Y.  (UMNS)  -  For  the 
first  time,  a  Catholic  college  will  be  the 
setting  for  the  1985  annual  conference  of 
the  Troy  conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  153rd  annual  session  will  be  held 
at  St.  Michael's  College  in  Winooski,  Vt. 
May  30  to  June  2.  In  1983,  the  confer¬ 
ence  began  holding  conference  sessions 
in  alternate  years  at  sites  around  the 
conference,  a  judicatory  emcompassing 
northeastern  New  York  and  the  entire 
state  of  Vermont. 

Mennonites  send  money 
to  repair  Cuban  church 

AKRON,  Pa.  — Mennonite  Central 
Committee  is  contributing  $10,000  to¬ 
ward  the  repair  of  the  Cardenas  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Cuba,  about  three  hours 
east  of  Havana. 

The  church,  listed  among  the  historic 
structures  in  Cardenas,  is  badly  in  need 
of  repair,  said  Herman  Bontrager.  Men¬ 
nonite  Central  Committee  secretary  for 
South  America  and  the  Caribbean. 


Hymnal  caused 
Methodist  split 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
PARK  RIDGE,  Ill  — Disagreement 
over  what  should  be  in  the  new  United 
Methodist  hymnal,  on  which  a  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  work  four  years,  would  be 
no  surprise  to  editors  of  Together 
magazine,  the  Methodist  and  United 
Methodist  family  magazine  which 
ceased  publication  here  in  1973. 

A  short  item  in  the  magazine’s  Au¬ 
gust  1965  issue  noted  that  the  then- 
new  1966  Methodist  Hymnal  likewise 
did  not  please  everyone.  Nor,  said  the 
magazine,  did  one  published  in  1849. 

The  19th  century  version  split 
members  of  a  congregation  in  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del.  Some  got  so  mad  over 
proposals  to  print  music  on  pages 
alongside  texts  that  they  withdrew, 
crossed  into  Pennsylvania  and  estab¬ 
lished  another  church.  One  member 
said,  “It’s  all  the  work  of  the  devil.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Methodists  slate 
Nobel  laureate 
as  1986  speaker 

Special  to  the  Reporter 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-Bishop 
Desmond  Tutu,  who  won  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  in  1984  for  his  outspoken 
protests  of  South  African  apartheid,  will 
give  a  major  address  to  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  July 
23-29,  1986. 

Bishop  Tutu,  new  Anglican  bishop  of 
Johannesburg,  recently  threatened  to 
step  up  his  attacks  on  his  government’s 
racial  separation  policies. 

Officials  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  here  announced  Bishop  Tutu’s  accep¬ 
tance  of  an  invitation  to  speak  along 
with  other  program  details. 

Dr.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
chairs  the  program  committee  for  the 
Nairobi  conference.  He  said  this  will  be 
the  first  quinquennial  (five-year)  confer¬ 
ence  south  of  the  equator  in  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  105-year  history.  As 
many  as  2,500  Methodists  and  members 
of  council-related  churches  from  70 
countries  are  expected. 

Nominations  for  delegates  and  accred¬ 
ited  visitors  to  receive  invitations  to  the 
Nairobi  conference  and  nominations  for 
World  Methodist  Council  directors  for 
1986-91  are  under  consideration  in  the 
council’s  64  member  churches.  In  the 
United  Methodist  Church  these  are  made 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 


Architecture  magazine  features  chapel 

BLOOMINGTON,  III.— Newly  completed  Evelyn  Chapel  on  the  campus  of  Illinois  I 
Wesleyan  University  is  the  subject  of  the  cover  feature  story  in  the  January  issue  of 
Architecture  magazine,  the  official  magazine  of  The  American  Institute  of  Archi¬ 
tects.  Architect  Ben  Wesse  of  Chicago  designed  the  building  in  an  "image  that  . 
expressed  the  Methodist  architectural  tradition  as  well  as  provided  a  strong  focal 
point  for  the  campus.”  ££ 

The  cover  article,  entitled  "Elegantly  Detailed,  Soaring  Spaces”  describes  the 
design  and  construction  of  the  building,  including  the  devotion  to  the  acoustical  envi- 
ronment  created  for  the  organ,  pictured,  and  the  use  of  natural  light.  Singers  shown 
here  are  rehearsing  for  a  church  music  conference  sponsored  by  the  university. 

Contact  with  Indian  family  % 
leads  church  into  missions  I 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  — “Our  people 
have  gotten  so  turned  on  to  missions  that 
it’s  one  of  the  top  priorities  in  the 
church,”  says  the  Rev.  C.  William  Zan¬ 
der,  pastor  of  Woodside  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  here. 

He’s  particularly  proud  because  five 
years  ago  his  congregation  was  strug¬ 
gling  to  pay  its  apportionment  to  World 
Service,  United  Methodism's  basic  mis¬ 
sion-program  fund. 

“People  just  weren’t  interested  in  mis¬ 
sions,”  lamented  the  Rev.  C.  William 
Zander,  pastor  of  the  church. 

But  this  year  the  486-member  church 
paid  106  percent  of  its  World  Service  ap¬ 
portionment  and  was  second  in  the  Spring- 
field  district  in  giving  to  Advance  Specials 
which  fund  special  mission  projects. 

Why  the  sudden  change? 

Indian  family  moved  to  town 

Mr.  Zander  says  it  started  when  a  cou¬ 
ple  from  India,  John  and  Saroja  Ayappa, 
and  their  three  children  moved  to 
Springfield  in  1978  after  Mrs.  Ayappa 
became  a  nurse  at  a  local  Catholic  hospi¬ 
tal.  They  had  come  to  the  U.S.  so  he 
could  earn  his  master  of  business  admin¬ 
istration  degree  from  the  University  of 
Chicago. 

Active  lay  people,  the  Ayappas  were  the 
first  link  in  letting  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  know  how  desperately  mission  dol¬ 
lars  were  needed  in  their  native  land. 

Mr.  Ayappa  had  been  the  chief  adminis¬ 
trator  with  the  Methodist-related  Ellen 
Thobum  Cowan  Memorial  Hospital  in  Ko- 
lar,  India.  Mrs.  Ayappa,  a  registered 
nurse,  had  gotten  her  education  and  train¬ 
ing  at  the  same  hospital. 

They  were  able  to  tell  church  mem¬ 
bers,  from  first  hand  experience,  how 
money  from  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  was  making  a  difference 
in  the  health  care  of  the  people  in  that 
region  of  India. 

After  a  year  in  Springfield,  Mr. 
Ayappa  returned  to  India  intending  to 
bring  his  mother  back  to  the  United 


States.  But  soon  after  reaching  India  he  ;> 
suffered  a  fatal  heart  attack. 

Because  the  couple  had  been  so  active, 
the  church  decided  to  honor  Mr.  Ayappa 
by  directly  sponsoring  a  nursing  student 
at  Cowan  Hospital  for  $275  a  year  which  .. 
covered  all  costs.  Even  that  small 
amount  was  big  for  a  church  that  had 
never  done  anything  personally  with 
missions,  Mr.  Zander  said. 

The  church  ended  up  sending  her 
through  the  entire  four-year  program. 

She  graduated  last  year,  and  this  year 
the  church  started  supporting  its  second 
nursing  student. 

Nursing  materials  supplied 

Sponsoring  a  nursing  student  was  the 
start  of  the  mission  connection  between  v 
the  church  and  India  that  today  also  in¬ 
volves  shipping  nursing  text  books,  slides 
and  tapes  to  the  school. 

Nancy  Zander,  the  minister’s  wife  and 
a  faculty  member  at  Lincoln  Land  Com¬ 
munity  College  of  Nursing  in  Springfield, 
noted  that  a  great  deal  of  nursing  educa¬ 
tional  material  was  being  discarded 
from  her  school  each  year. 

She  got  permission  from  Lincoln  Land 
to  begin  saving  the  material.  The  church 
raised  money  to  send  more  than  $7,000 
worth  of  those  books  and  materials  to 
the  nursing  school  in  India. 

In  addition,  Woodside  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  gave  $200  to  buy  a  slide  pro¬ 
jector  to  go  with  the  audiovisuals. 

With  its  new  interest  in  missions,  the 
congregation  wasn’t  satisfied  merely 
sending  materials  or  money  to  India. 
Starting  two  years  ago  it  also  began 
sending  teams  of  lay  missionaries  to 
Alaska  and  Haiti  through  the  Volunteers 
in  Missions  program. 

“Some  of  our  people  come  back  from 
Haiti  with  only  the  clothes  on  their 
backs.  They  end  up  leaving  all  their  oth¬ 
er  clothes  and  possessions  because  they 
are  so  moved  by  the  poverty  of  the 
area,”  Mr.  Zander  says. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  ADMINISTRATOR.  Ml. 
Sequoyah  United  Methodist  Assembly.  Fayetteville. 
AR.  Applications  may  be  secured  from  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  office.  6155  Samuell  Blvd., 
Dallas.  TX  75228.  attention  Dr  S  Duane  Bruce 
Deadline  for  receiving  applications  is  March  1. 
1985 

MUSIC  POSITION  WANTED  in  Texas/Southern 
States:  Certified  Director  of  Music  is  seeking  Mu¬ 
sic  Ministry  position.  Qualifications:  Masters  De¬ 
gree  and  25  years  directing  multiple  choir 
programs.  Presently  on  staff  of  large  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jackson,  MS.  Resume  and 
tapes  available.  George  V.  McClung,  5301  Old 

SEARCHING  FOR  INSTRUCTOR  or  Assistant 

956-7798  (home). 

year  Successful  applicant  should  possess  superior 
academic  credentials  at  the  doctoral  level.  Clini¬ 
cal  qualification  and  certification  considered  de¬ 
sirable  Responsibilities  will  include  classroom 
teaching,  coordination  of  clinical  placements  and 
administration  of  specialized  degree  programs  at 
the  M  A.  level.  Possible  tenure-track  position,  ere- 
a  ting  a  two-person  department  in  Pastoral  Care 
and  Counseling.  Salary  negotiable,  excellent  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resume,  personal  letter  and  name,  ad¬ 
dress  and  telephone  numbers  of  three  references 
to  C.  M.  Kempton  Hewitt.  Dean.  The  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio.  Box  1204.  Delaware. 
OH  43015.  Equal  oppportunity  employer. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  needed 

for  West  End  United  Methodist  Church.  Nashville, 

TN  2.200  members,  15  staff  members.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Mr  Mack  S.  Linebaugh  Jr..  West  End 
United  Methodist  Church.  2200  West  End  Ave.. 
Nashville  TN  37203  ; 

GENEVA  GLEN  CAMP,  located  in  Indian  Hills. 

CO.  is  offering  employment  opportunities  for  the 
1985  summer  for  the  position  of  cook.  Mature 
adult  preferred.  A  wonderful  place  to  work,  learn 
and  grow.  For  further  information  contact:  Ken¬ 
neth  Atkinson,  c/o  Geneva  Glen  Camp.  P.  O.  Box 
248,  Indian  Hills.  CO  80454 

FOR  SALE.  BEAUTIFUL  MOBILE  HOME.  24x60. 

lakeview.  exceptional  adult  park,  heated  pool,  etc. 
Port  St  Lucie.  FL  Retired  minister  must  sell. 
Wife  terminallv  ill  (305)  632-3023 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Organist  and  Choirmaster 

to  administer  an  established  music  program  in 
church  of  700  members.  Vocal,  handbell,  brass  and 
creative  music  A  committed  Christian.^an  exceP 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  for 

suburban  church  with  active,  responsive  congrega¬ 
tion  in  exciting,  growing  Austin.  TX.  Proven  expe- 

ages  using  a  variety  of  music  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
905  Glendale  Ave..  South  Charleston.  WV  25303. 

be  ordained  or  non-ord^ained  This  is  a  multiple 
staff  situation  Salary  is  negotiable.  Position  avail¬ 
able  in  June  1985.  Respond  immediately  if  inter¬ 
ested  Contact  person:  Mai  Hierholzer.  2140 
Allandaie  Road.  Austin.  TX  78756. 

COORDINATOR  OF  COMMUNITY  MINISTRIES: 

Full-time  urban  community  ministry  position  with 
Rosedale  Sharing  Community  (Rosedale  United 
Methodist.  Rainbow  Mennonite.  Rosedale  Chris¬ 
tian).  Activities  have  included  direct  social  ser¬ 
vices.  community  organizing,  housing,  urban 
training,  fundraising  etc  Leadership  skills,  experi¬ 
ence  required  Send  resume  to  Rosedale  Sharing 
Community.  1444  Southwest  Blvd  Kansas  City. 

KS  66103  ! 

BUSINESS  MANAGER  NEEDED  June  1.  1985. 
Low  pay.  excellent  benefits  Qualifications:  expe¬ 
rience  in  accounting  and  business,  person-centered 
and  a  commitment  to  Christian  ministry.  Write  or 

sion.  Beverly.  KY  40913.  (606)  337-3300 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  OF  Chris¬ 

tian  Education.  Master's  degree  and  experience  in 
large  church  preferred.  Salary  negotiable  Posi¬ 
tion  available  in  mid  April  Largest  church  school 
in  the  Florida  Conference.  Facilities  and  program 
expanding  3.400  member  church.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Lakeland.  FL  Send  resume. 
Martha  Lou  Luce.  72  Lake  Morton  Drive.  Lake¬ 
land.  FL  33801 

NEEDED:  CREATIVE  AND  SELF  STARTING 
clergyperson  need  to  be  the  Assistant  to  Director  of 
Urban  Ministry  in  Tucson,  AZ— July  1,  1985. 
Send  resume  to:  Bill  Stead.  Personnel  Committee, 
c/o  Tucson  Metropolitan  Ministry  Inc.,  301  S.  Con¬ 
vent  Ave.,  Tucson,  AZ,  85701.  Deadline  March  22, 
1985 
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Lenten  season 

Christians  center  observances  on  contemporary  themes ,  issues 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

When  she  was  growing  up,  Anita  Con¬ 
nelly  of  Covington,  Ky.,  observed  the 
Christian  season  of  Lent  each  year  “by 
not  eating  candy.” 

This  year  Mrs.  Connelly,  42,  said  she 
will  observe  Lent  by  participating  in  an 
ecumenical  worship  service  where 
people  will  make  “an  offering  of  letters” 
in  support  of  U.S.  emergency  food  aid  to 
Africa.  The  letters  will  then  be 
forwarded  to  members  of  Congress. 

The  service  will  be  part  of  nationwide 
Lenten  observances  initiated  by  the 
ecumenical  Christian  anti-hunger  lobby, 
Bread  for  the  World.  It  is  an  example  of 
the  different  and  creative  ways  in  which 
people  these  days  are  observing  the 
ancient  season  of  Lent,  the  40-day  period 
preceding  Easter. 

Almost  gone  are  the  days  when  church 
members  thought  of  Lent  primarily  as  a 
time  to  deprive  themselves  of  something 
as  penance  for  sins  and  wrongdoings. 
Today,  people  are  more  likely  to  use  Lent 
as  an  opportunity  to  renew  their  faith  and 
take  positive  action  to  follow  the  example 
of  Jesus. 

For  instance,  among  the  Lenten 
activities  this  year  will  be  meetings  in 
Catholic  parishes  to  reflect  on  the 
economy,  publication  of  a  new  guide  for 
daily  meditation  and  action  on  Christ’s 
suffering  and  the  contemporary  themes 


of  racial  liberation  and  unity,  and  efforts 
to  draw  families  closer  together. 

Many  churches  were  also  expected  to 
ring  bells  on  Feb.  20,  Ash  Wednesday  — 
the  start  of  Lent  —  in  observance  of  the 
“crisis  facing  rural  America.”  The 
National  Catholic  Rural  Life  Conference 
and  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
which  has  31  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
Christian  member  communions,  have 
called  for  the  bell-ringing  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  “our  own  complicity”  in 
the  loss  of  family  farms  and  land  owner¬ 
ship  by  blacks,  as  well  as  increasing 
rural  poverty,  and  as  a  “call  to  action.” 

Such  ways  of  marking  Lent  have  come 
with  changes  in  the  way  Christians  look 
at  the  pre-Easter  season.  Until  recently, 
the  approach  to  Lent  was  "negative”  and 
people  viewed  it  as  “a  time  to  give  up 
something,  even  punish  yourself,”  said 
Dr.  John  Westerhoff,  of  Duke  Divinity 
School.  Dr.  Westerhoff  is  an  Episcopal 
priest  and  an  expert  in  religious  edu¬ 
cation. 

Emphasize  positive  action 

“Today,  the  emphasis  is  on  positive 
action  to  shape  a  better  behavior  —  a 
way  that  you  would  like  to  be  living,”  he 
added. 

Not  only  the  type  of  Lenten  practices 
but  also  the  intent  behind  them  has 
changed.  In  the  past,  people  deprived 
themselves  of  things  “to  try  to  get  some- 


Indian  artist  depicts  suffering 
WASHINGTON— A  series  of  small  sculptured  figures  are  the  latest  works  by 
Mercy  Metherate  from  Kerala,  India,  currently  artist-in-residence  at  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  here.  The  figures  were  produced 
after  her  recent  journey  to  Calcutta  and  her  work  with  Mother  Teresa  and  the 
Missionaries  of  Charity. 

Ms.  Metherate  said  she  hopes  her  sculpture  can  communicate  the  sufferings  she 
witnessed  in  India.  In  addition  to  serving  the  seminary  as  artist-in-residence  she  is 
also  conducting  classes  in  meditation. 

History  of  Hymns 

‘Lord’s  shelter’  influenced 
wealthy  Count  Zinzendorf 

A  trademark  of  the  Moravians  that 
was  encouraged  by  Zinzendorf  was 
strong  missionary  zeal.  Their  first  mis¬ 
sionaries— two  men— went  to  the  West 
Indies  in  1732,  and  two  years  later  a 
missionary  group  went  to  the  colony  of 
Georgia  in  America.  After  a  brief  stay, 
they  moved  to  Pennsylvania  and  joined 
another  group  from  Herrnhut  that  had 
arrived  on  Christmas  Day  in  1741.  The 
date  of  their  arrival  accounts  for  the 
name  of  the  settlement,  Bethlehem. 

Of  great  significance  was  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Moravians  upon  the  Wesleys. 
John  and  Charles  were  on  the  ship  with 
the  Moravians  on  their  way  to  Georgia, 
and  on  the  voyage  used  the  collection  of 
hymns  Zinzendorf  had  prepared. 

The  singing  of  the  Moravians  on  board 
ship  through  storm  and  peril  greatly  im¬ 
pressed  on  the  Wesleys  the  value  of 
hymn  singing.  A  group  of  Moravians  in 
London  in  1738  were  responsible  for  the 
meeting  at  Aldersgate  Street  in  London 
in  which  John  Wesley’s  heart  was 
"strangely  warmed.” 

Zinzendorf  wrote  “Jesus,  Still  Lead 
On”  in  1721,  and  it  reflects  his  own  zeal 
for  faithfulness  in  the  Christian  pilgrim¬ 
age  and  the  missionary  spirit  that  he 
encouraged. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"When  We  Walk  with  the  Lord " 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Jesus,  still  lead  on 
Till  our  rest  be  won ; 

And,  although  the  way  be  cheer¬ 
less. 

We  will  follow,  calm  and  fearless: 
Guide  us  by  thy  hand 
To  our  fatherland. 

By  any  description,  Nicolaus  Ludwig 
von  Zinzendorf  was  an  extraordinary 
man.  Of  noble  family  and  independently 
wealthy,  he  studied  law  at  the  University 
of  Wittenberg.  He  left  the  university  at 
age  19  and  traveled  extensively  in  Europe. 
In  1722  he  purchased  the  large  estate  of 
Bertelsdorf  in  Saxony.  He  became  great¬ 
ly  interested  in  a  group  of  religious  refu¬ 
gees  known  as  the  Moravian  Brethren 
and  allowed  them  to  settle  on  his  estate. 
There  they  built  a  village  which  they 
called  Herrnhut,  “the  Lord’s  shelter.”  By 
1732,  more  than  600  Moravian  Brethren 
were  living  at  Herrnhut. 

Zinzendorf  became  a  prolific  hymn 
writer,  and  before  he  died  in  1760,  he  had 
written  more  than  2,000  hymns.  These 
were  published  for  the  use  of  the  Moravi¬ 
an  Brethren,  who  translated  them  into 
language’s  of  the  lands  to  which  they 
went  as  missionaries. 


Bible-giving  evangelist 
tries  telephone  technique 


thing,  such  as  forgiveness  or  credits  for 
heaven,”  Dr.  Westerhoff  said.  “Now,  it's 
more  focused  on  action  to  help  you  live  a 
different  and  more  faithful  life.” 

This  notion  of  Lent  is  more  in  keeping 
with  its  original  meaning,  according  to 
many  church  historians.  The  season 
dates  to  around  the  fourth  century.  At 
that  time,  Lent  was  a  period  of  prepara¬ 
tion  for  baptism  and  Easter;  in  early 
Christianity,  these  both  occurred  around 
the  same  time. 

Afterward,  Lent  became  a  way  to 
renew  each  year  the  commitment  made 
by  Christians  when  they  were  baptized 
into  the  faith.  As  a  preparation  for 
Easter,  Lent  has  served  as  a  time  to 
prepare  for  new  life  as  represented  by 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  40-day  period  of  Lent  derives  in 
part  from  the  biblical  account  of  the  40 
days  that  Jesus  spent  in  the  desert, 
where  he  fasted,  prayed  and  reflected  on 
what  God  was  calling  him  to  do.  During 
that  period,  Jesus  encountered  and 
resisted  Satan’s  temptations  of  worldly 
power  and  chose  instead  to  serve 
humanity. 

Like  Jesus,  many  Christians  today  say 
they  need,  figuratively,  to  “go  into  the 
desert”  during  Lent,  to  re-examine  their 
lives,  ask  tough  questions  about  them¬ 
selves,  and  reflect  on  what  God  intends 
for  them.  Many  have  viewed  Jesus’ 
experience  in  the  desert  as  a  call  to  imi¬ 
tate  him  by  resisting  the  temptations  of 
worldly  power  and  devoting  themselves 
to  serving  one  another. 

Fasting,  from  the  beginning,  was  an 
important  part  of  Lent.  And  today,  many 
fast  during  Lent  not  wily  as  a  way  of  rais¬ 
ing  personal  consciousness,  but  also  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  needy  the 
amount  they  would  have  spent  on  food. 

Notion  of  sin  changing 

Part  of  the  reason  why  Lent  is  prac¬ 
ticed  somewhat  differently  these  days  is 
the  changing  notion  of  "sin”  itself,  said 
the  Rev.  Raymond  Studzinski,  who 
teaches  psychology  and  religion  at  Cath¬ 
olic  University  in  Washington. 

There  is  more  awareness  today  that  a 
sin  is  not  only  something  a  person  does 
but  also  what  one  fails  to  do,  he  added. 

“So  instead  of  asking,  ‘How  many 
times  did  I  tell  a  lie  or  get  angry,’  one 
might  ask,  ‘What  is  my  love  for  my 


By  JAMES  D.  DAVIS 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  — 
Rochunga  Pudaite  is  trying  to  “reach  out 
and  touch  someone”  —  everyone  in  the 
world  who  owns  a  telephone  —  with  the 
gift  of  a  Bible. 

That  unusual  “calling”  may  require 
him  to  distribute  one  billion  copies  of  the 
book  within  five  years.  But  the  prospect 
doesn’t  dampen  the  evangelist’s  ebul¬ 
lience. 

“There  are  980,000  post  offices  in  the 
world;  that’s  980,000  mission  stations,” 
says  Mr.  Pudaite,  head  of  Bibles  for  the 
World.  “And  there  are  5.5  million  post¬ 
men  —  5.5  million  mission  aides.  And  the 
churches  don’t  pay  a  cent  for  them.  This 
kind  of  opportunity  does  not  come  often.” 

He’s  not  all  talk.  In  the  13  years  of  the 
effort,  he  says,  he  and  his  colleagues 
have  mailed  8  million  New  Testaments  — 
one  to  every  phone  owner  in  19  nations, 
including  a  million  in  Mr.  Pudaite’s  native 
India.  He  and  his  staff  are  preparing 
mailings  for  61  other  nations. 

Working  out  of  Wheaton,  Ill.,  on  a  $2 
million  budget  this  year,  they  send  bun¬ 
dles  of  soft-cover  copies  of  the  New  Tes- 


neighbor.  ’  or  ‘How  do  I  care  for  those  less 
privileged  than  I?’  ”  Father  Studzinski 
said  Lent  is  the  most  appropriate  time  of 
year  to  “reflect  and  act”  on  the  question, 
“How  can  I  shape  up?” 

Although  historically  seen  as  a  Roman 
Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox  practice, 
Lent  has  become  an  increasing  part  of 
American  Protestant  life. 

“The  two  festivals  that  most  Christians 
have  always  celebrated  are  Christmas 
and  Easter.  Now  Lent  has  been  added  to 
that,”  said  Dr.  Westerhoff. 

This,  in  part,  is  due  to  the  increasing 
popularity  of  observing  the  entire 
“church  year,”  an  ancient  calendar 
which  begins  with  Advent  and  includes 
Lent,  he  said.  After  the  Reformation, 
Protestants  largely  “ignored"  these 
Christian  festivals. 

“But  now,  everybody  is  beginning  to 
look  back  at  the  first  four  centuries  —  the 
Patristic  period  —  for  insight."  and  to 
rediscover  Lent  in  the  process,  Dr.  Wes¬ 
terhoff  said. 

Anglicans  and  Lutherans  are  regarded 
as  among  the  first  to  rediscover  Lent, 
and  other  Protestant  traditions,  such  as 
Methodism  and  Presbyterianism,  have 
generally  come  more  recently  to  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  season. 

“Lent,  for  a  lot  of  mainline  Protes¬ 
tants,  was  a  lot  easier  to  rediscover  than 
other  seasons  because  its  emphasis  on 
penance  and  individual  sin  has  been  a 
prominent  theme  in  American  Protes¬ 
tantism,"  said  the  Rev.  William  Willi- 
mon,  chaplain  of  Duke  University,  and 
an  expert  in  liturgy  and  preaching. 

Dr.  Willimon,  a  United  Methodist, 
noted  that  a  British  Methodist  visiting 
this  country  recently  expressed  astonish¬ 
ment  that  "Lent,  in  the  United  States, 
seems  to  be  a  bigger  deal  now  than  Eas¬ 
ter.  It’s  a  favorite  time  for  mid-week  ser¬ 
vices,  mid-week  Bible  study,  and  chari¬ 
table  giving.” 

Many  have  found  Lent  a  good  time  to 
raise  awareness  of  personal  as  well  as  so¬ 
cial  problems.  The  Center  for  the  Study 
of  Youth  Development  is  encouraging 
family,  their  relationships,  and  their 
values  and  thinking  about  God. 

“A  family  can  make  its  penance  a 
discussion  of  values,  hopes,  disappoint¬ 
ments  and  joys,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul  J. 
Philibert,  director  of  the  center,  which  is 
affiliated  with  Catholic  University. 


Book  Review 

TV  series  could  be  made 
rom  circuit  rider’s  tales 


fi 


Wilderness  Rider  by  Leonard  and 
Carolyn  Wolcott.  Nashville.  Abingdon 
Press.  1984.  $8.95. 144  pages. 

By  WILLPIGOT 

Beautifully  written,  this  is  the  exciting 
and  genuine  story  of  a  circuit  rider  whose 
adventures  for  the  Lord  took  him  from 
the  well-settled  seat  of  Methodism  in 
Frederick  County,  Maryland,  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  “eerie”  Erie  country  north  of 
Pittsburgh,  to  Ohio,  just  opening  up  to 
settlers,  to  the  rugged  terrain  of  what  is 
now  West  Virginia,  and  back  to  the 
mountains  of  Virginia  and  its  beautiful, 
cultivated  Shenandoah  Valley. 

Wilderness  Rider  is  based  on  the 
journal  of  Noah  Fidler,  the  great,  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Leonard  Wolcott,  and  on 
the  authors’  careful  research.  The 
authors  retraced  the  circuits  and  found, 
still  standing,  many  of  the  homes  and 
places  visited  by  Noah  Fidler  when  he 
was  riding  circuit  from  1801  to  1808. 

The  lively  authenticity  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  scene  in  those  days  is  shown  in  the 
vividness  of  the  characters,  all  his¬ 
torical.  They  range  from  the  highway¬ 
man  who  stole  the  preacher’s  horse  and 
the  vagrant  who  vowed  to  rid  the  country 
of  rattlesnakes  and  preachers,  to  the 
sturdy  helpfulness  of  frontier  families 
like  the  Mumfords  and  the  McCrays,  and 
the  gracious  “back-east”  landowners, 
like  the  Hentons,  whose  daughter  the  cir¬ 
cuit  rider  married.  All  these  give  the 
story  its  delightful  flavor. 

There  is  also  the  ex-slave  who  risks  his 
life  to  help  fellow  slaves  escape,  and  the 
saintly  hermit  who  opens  his  home  to 
them.  There  are  the  good  people  who 
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‘That  thou  mayest  hear  the  prayer  . . .’ 

NEHEMIAH  1:6  "Let  thine  ear  now  be  attentive,  and  thine  eyes  open,  that  thou 
mayest  hear  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  which  I  pray  before  thee  now,  day  and  night.” 
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Structure  helps  settle 
Asian  American  split 


nurse  the  preacher  back  to  health  with 
rugged  cures  of  nail-hardened  cider  and 
wormwood,  and  the  not-so-good  who  try 
to  break  up  his  meeting,  and  the  emo¬ 
tional  who  fall  “like  soldiers  in  battle." 

We  see  the  farm  life,  the  slave  market, 
the  pioneer  cabins,  the  prosperous  plan¬ 
tations,  the  bustling  commerce  of  frontier 
towns  as  experienced  by  the  traveling 
preacher  whose  meals  and  nights  varied 
from  roots  in  the  woods,  salt-pork  in  dirty 
log-houses,  to  inns  where  20  men  would 
sleep  on  a  broad  board  bed,  to  a  private 
room  in  an  eastern  mansion. 

We  see  the  work  of  the  circuit  rider,  his 
successes  and  his  failures,  his  hopes  and 
his  discouragements,  his  falling  in  love, 
his  care  for  his  horse  as  he  goes  about 
preaching,  comforting,  burying,  taking 
people  into  “society,”  reading  them  out 
for  “excessive  drinking,”  regulating 
class-meetings,  sharing  in  heart-warm¬ 
ing  love  feasts,  proclaiming  the  gospel, 
with  dozens  of  other  circuit  riders,  to 
thousands  at  camp  meetings  in  the  open 
woods.  Humor,  pathos,  and  religious  fer¬ 
vor  are  wrapped  together  in  this  short 
book. 

The  reviewer’s  only  regret  is  that  the 
book  is  not  twice  as  long.  Perhaps  the 
authors  can  come  out  with  a  sequel  of 
these  delightful  stories  which  bring  alive 
the  foundation  of  what  America  is  and 
how  the  church  in  America  came  to  be. 

This  book  will  please  readers  from  10 
to  110.  It  is  the  stuff  from  which  a  better 
than  usual  television  series  could  be 
made. 

Mr.  Pigot,  a  new  reviewer  for  the 
Reporter,  lives  in  Prospect.  Ky. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Celebrating  a 
decade  of  life  for  their  caucus  here 
recently,  United  Methodist  Asian  Amer¬ 
icans  ran  into  heavy  seas  while  making  a 
change  in  their  course. 

The  almost  200  persons  from  across  the 
nation  also  called  for  an  apology  from  the 
denomination’s  Good  News  movement  to 
Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of  Denver.  Other 
resolutions  urged  action  on  “the  resur¬ 
gence  of  racially  motivated  violence 
against  Asians  in  the  United  States,” 
addressed  human  and  political  rights, 
and  honored  the  executive  director  of  the 
caucus  who  will  leave  that  post  this  summer. 

The  change  to  a  new  governing  struc¬ 
ture  for  the  caucus  was  accompanied  by 
charges  of  “  ‘steamroller  tactics’  by  one 
sub-caucus  to  the  detriment  of  others.” 

Congregations  represented 

Since  its  organization  ten  years  ago, 
the  National  Federation  of  Asian  Amer¬ 
ican  United  Methodists  (NFAAUM)  has 
been  governed  by  a  22-member  board  of 
directors  chosen  mainly  by  ethnic  and 
jurisdictional  sub-caucuses.  Here  a 
change  was  made  to  a  27-member  board 
of  directors  chosen  partly  by  caucuses 
and  partly  by  representatives  from  the 
approximately  300  Asian  American 
congregations  and  fellowships  in  the 
United  States. 

The  sharp  debate  and  biting  charges 
arose  when  a  nominating  committee 
brought  in  its  recommendations  for  the 
13  seats  on  the  board  to  be  filled  by  the 
delegates  to  this  first  Assembly  of  Asian 
American  United  Methodists. 

Nominated  for  these  at-large  posts 
were  five  Koreans,  three  Japanese,  two 
Chinese,  and  one  each  from  the  Filipino, 
Formosan  and  Southern  Asia  groups. 
Added  to  the  14  board  members  elected 
by  the  sub-caucuses  and  jurisdictions, 
the  27  board  members  included  nine 
Koreans,  five  Japanese,  four  Chinese, 
and  three  Filipinos,  two  Formosans  and 
two  Southern  Asians,  with  two  additional 


Dear  Deborah 

My  mother  needs  to  see  a  counselor  soon! 


tament  free  to  all  takers  along  with  mail¬ 
ers  and  address  labels.  Recipients  pack 
and  mail  them  with  83  cents  postage,  the 
international  book  rate. 

Boosted  by  a  round  of  magazine  ads, 
the  new  method  has  caused  a  surge  of 
business  for  Mr.  Pudaite,  who  sends  an 
average  of  100,000  books  a  month.  He 
says  it’s  a  direct,  low-key  form  of  evan¬ 
gelization  to  the  powerful  in  each  nation. 

“Especially  in  Third  World  countries, 
it’s  hard  to  get  a  phone,”  he  says  assert¬ 
ing  that  people  with  phones  “are  the  ones 
who  decide  the  destinies  of  their  lands. 
And  we’ve  found  that  the  leaders  are 
readers.” 

Mr.  Pudaite  has  a  lot  of  glib  statements 
like  that,  even  adopting  a  Ma-Bell-type 
motto  for  his  organization:  "Let  the  post¬ 
man  do  the  walking;  let  the  Bible  do  the 
talking." 

But  his  silver  tongue  —  combined  with 
a  hard-driving,  creative  approach  to 
evangelism  —  has  built  an  organization 
of  22  full-time  staffers,  1,200  volunteer 
clerks,  and  50  pastors,  professors  and 
retired  missionaries  who  answer  the  147 
letters  that  arrive  at  Mr.  Pudaite’s  office 
on  an  average  day. 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  just  gone  through  a  year  of 
counseling,  and  it  has  brought  me  to  a 
good  place  in  my  life— somewhere  I 
have  never  been. 

Now  I  wish  I  could  get  my  mother  to  a 
counselor  because  she  has  problems  that 
are  making  her  seem  ridiculous  as  a  per¬ 
son  as  well  as  making  her  a  difficult 
person  in  her  personal  life  and  especially 
at  her  church,  which  she  loves. 

So  far  she  hasn’t  responded  to  my  hints, 
and  I  guess  I  know  she  is  not  the  type  one 
dares  to  approach  directly  with  anything 
she  might  consider  critical  of  her. 

She  is  the  ultimate  prima  donna.  Ev¬ 
erything  is  to  serve  her,  and  my  dad  is 
the  worst  one  of  all.  He  acts  as  though 
she  is  the  be-all  of  everything.  All  of  us 
in  the  family  cowtow  to  her  wishes,  and 
if  we  dare  do  otherwise  (as  we  kids 
learned  in  the  cradle),  she  goes  into  her 
"blues”  or  “blacks.” 

Her  appearance  is  ridiculous:  She  dyes 
her  hair  blond  and  wears  it  in  the  1950 
style  to  her  shoulders.  She  is  in  her  mid¬ 
fifties.  She  wears  clothes  that  are  too 
young,  too  fussy,  and  piles  on  makeup. 

Her  behavior  is  obnoxious:  She  has  to 
be  queen  of  the  ball  or  she  won't  play, 
and  she  has  to  be  given  credit  publicly 
for  every  move  she  makes  or  she  throws 


a  fit  at  home. 

Sometimes  she  plots  against  any  per¬ 
son  that  has  in  any  way  offended  her 
sensibilities.  Many  a  preacher  has  felt 
her  barbs  and  wondered  where  they 
came  from.  She  is  exquisitely  devious. 

My  father  is  a  gentle  man,  and  I  actu¬ 
ally  cannot  tell  whether  he  does  adore 
her  so  much  he  can’t  see  her  faults  or 
whether  he  learned  to  give  up  and  give  in 
for  the  sake  of  peace.  He  works  like  a 
dog  to  keep  her  prima  donna  tastes  satis¬ 
fied  (That  isn't  possible,  of  course). 

My  counselor  said  there  was  nothing  I 
could  do  except  stay  out  of  her  way  as 
much  as  possible.  But  shouldn’t  one,  as  a 
Christian,  try  to  help  another  who  needs 
help?  What  more  could  I  do? 

A  Sad  Daughter 

Dear  Daughter: 

Such  persons  as  your  mother 
(sometimes  these  persons  are  males) 
seem  to  abound  in  our  churches. 
One  reason  the  church  has  such 
people  is  that  Christians  try  tc  be 
charitable  to  one  and  all. 

Unfortunately  your  counselor  is 
probably  right.  You  can't  help  her 
EXCEPT — and  this  is  crucial — 
THROUGH  YOUR  PRAYERS  AND 


LOVE. 

There  are  certain  kinds  of  crises 
in  our  lives  that  can  change  what 
we  cannot.  There  may  come  a  day 
when  your  mother  will  have  to  face 
up  to  her  behavior,  and  then  she  will 
have  to  see  how  she  affects  the  lives 
of  others  by  her  twisted  ego.  That  is 
the  time  for  you  to  be  there  in  quiet, 
strong  love.  The  actual  change,  if  it 
ever  happens,  will  come  about  be¬ 
tween  your  mother  and  God,  a  very 
private  matter. 

In  the  meantime  remember  that 
those  who  act  the  prima  donna  of¬ 
ten  do  so  out  of  their  own  deep 
sense  of  inadequacy  and  because 
they  need  love  and  admiration  des¬ 
perately.  I  hope  you  thank  God  that 
you  have  survived  so  well  that  you 
care  about  helping  others,  even  this 
mother  who  obviously  was  in  so 
many  ways  a  problem  for  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,"  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


members  to  be  named  later. 

Filipino  delegates  quickly  took  the 
floor  to  point  out  that  the  13  at-large  seats 
included  three  Korean  and  no  Filipino 
clergy,  only  one  Filipino  among  all  of  the 
13,  and  no  representative  from  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Sun  of  Bethesda,  Md., 
who  chaired  the  nominating  committee, 
responded  that  the  panel  had  done  its 
best  to  achieve  a  balanced  membership, 
when  all  27  seats  on  the  board  were  consi¬ 
dered.  “The  Federation  is  moving  into 
another  stage,”  he  said,  in  which  it  “no 
longer  is  a  federation  of  caucuses,  no 
longer  a  federation  of  jurisdictions  .  .  . 
(but)  now  is  representing  local  churches.” 

Mr.  Sun  said  that  there  are  approxi¬ 
mately  225  Korean  congregations  and  fel¬ 
lowships  in  the  nation,  compared  with  60 
Chinese,  48  Japanese  and  14  Filipino. 

In  the  80-minute  debate  that  ensued 
several  attempts  to  remand  the  list  of 
nominees  to  the  committee,  or  add  nomi¬ 
nations  from  the  floor,  were  defeated. 

Changes  made 

A  dinner  and  celebration  of  Asian 
American  heritage  was  delayed  30  min¬ 
utes  while  the  debate  continued.  Finally, 
the  slate  of  nominees  from  the  committee 
was  accepted  after  a  Filipino  laywoman, 
Natividad  Ngo  of  Albany,  Ga.,  had  with¬ 
drawn  in  favor  of  a  Filipino  layman  from 
Dallas,  Tony  Palaganas. 

The  disagreement  over  the  makeup  of 
the  board  of  directors  bubbled  to  the  sur¬ 
face  several  times  during  the  remainder 
of  the  meeting,  culminating  in  the 
sharply-worded  “statement  of  protest”  by 
the  Filipino  caucus. 

Along  with  the  claim  that  “a  mindless 
ethnic  bulldozer”  had  made  a  “shambles 
of  the  spirit  of  justice  and  democracy," 
the  resolution  called  for  a  revision  of 
nomination  procedures. 

If  the  delegates  here  experienced  ten¬ 
sion  in  the  election  of  directors,  they 
found  unity  in  the  resolutions  dealing 
with  concerns  of  the  Asian  American 
community. 

With  few  dissenting  votes,  they 
"demand(ed)"  that  “Good  News  apo.o- 
gize  to  Bishop  (Roy  I.)  Sano  for  its 
unfounded  and  opportunistic  accusation 
that  he  was  ‘baptizing  violent  revolu¬ 
tion.’  "  The  statement  also  commended 
Bishop  Sano  “for  his  courageous  and 
forthright  support  of  liberation  struggles 
in  Third  World  nations." 

The  dispute  involving  Bishop  Sano  and 
the  evangelical  caucus  within  the  de¬ 
nomination  flared  in  the  autumn  of 
1984  after  an  address  the  Denver  bishop 
made  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
citing  what  he  called  “the  stirring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  liberation  movements.” 

Bishop  Sano,  the  first  Japanese-Amer- 
ican  elected  to  the  United  Methodist  epis¬ 
copacy  in  the  United  States,  was  sched¬ 
uled  to  give  the  closing  address  here  but 
was  ill. 

Poem  of  the  Week  | 

Monkey  trial 

BY  POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 

When 

“What  does  the  Creator 
believe  about  me?” 
becomes  paramount  over 
“What  do  I 

believe  about  creation?” 


we  will  be  close  to 
the  answers  of  eternity. 
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Film  Tells  Bible  Society  Story 


The  Good  News  of  salvation  continues 
to  reach  into  the  hearts  of  men  and 
women  everywhere,  but  especially  so  in 
the  vast  and  colorful  region  known  as 
South  East  Asia. 

This  is  the  joyful  theme  of  a  fascinating 
new  20-minute  film,  “Open  for  All,” 
recently  made  available  by  the 
American  Bible  Society.  The  film  is 
about  people  scattered  throughout  this 
area  of  the  globe  whose  lives  were 
changed  profoundly  by  the  Gospel  Word. 

There  is  young  Angagma,  who 
possesses  little  of  this  world’s  goods  and 
whose  days  are  spent  in  the  monotonous 
task  of  tapping  the  rubber  trees  in  a 
remote  Malaysian  plantation.  By 
contrast,  Joppy  Galazo  holds  a  key  job  in 
the  running  of  a  luxurious  hotel  in 
bustling  downtown  Manila,  more  than  a 
thousand  miles  away. 

Neither  knows  of  the  other,  and  yet 
their  lives  are  linked  inextricably  by  a 
single  bond,  their  love  of  the  Lord.  It  was 
not  always  so.  Each  had  first  to  come  to 


know  the  Lord  and  understand  that  His 
love  for  them  knows  no  limits. 

Scriptures  from  the  Bible  Society,  in 
their  own  language,  were  the  "tools  for 
evangelism,”  as  each  points  out  in  the 
film’s  lively  narration.-  These  tools 
helped  Angagma  and  Joppy  to  find  a  real 
sense  of  meaning  in  their  lives,  just  as 
they  are  doing  for  tens  of  thousands  of 
other  men,  women  and  young  people  in 
Asia  —  and  must  continue  to  do  for 
countless  others  as  yet  unreached. 

Angagma  and  Joppy  are  not  the  only 
ones  whose  changed  lives  are  mirrored 
in  “Open  for  All.”  There  is  Jim  Lim,  who 
discovered  his  Savior  while  in  jail  on 
drug  charges.  He  is  now  Pastor  Lim, 
with  his  own  flock  to  teach  the  true  way. 
And  there  are  many,  many  other  men 
and  women  whose  stories  inspire  and 
uplift  the  viewer. 

"Open  for  All”  is  available  on  a  free¬ 
will  offering  basis  by  writing  to: 
American  Bible  Society,  Film 
Department,  1865  Broadway,  New  York, 
NY  10023. 


Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 


Confirmation  Camp  To  Be  Held 

The  weekend  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Hammond  District  Confirmation  Camp 
will  be  held  on  March  15-17  at  Camp  Istrouma  on  Greenwell  Springs  Road. 

Registration  will  begin  on  Friday,  March  15  at  6:30  p.m.  The  classes  and 
instructors  for  the  weekend  are  as  follows : 

Friday  night:  “Our  Understanding  of  God  —  Father,  Son,  Holy  Spirit, 
Trinity”— Rev.  John  Sewell. 

Saturday  Morning:  a)  “God’s  Claim  on  Our  Lives  —  Creation,  Sin, 
Redemption."  Rev.  Brady  Forman. 

b>  “History  &  Development  of  The  Church  —  The  UMC  In  The  Stream  of 
History,"  Rev.  Ed  Dilworth. 

Saturday  Afternoon  —  a)  “The  Bible,  Articles  of  Religion,  The  Methodist 
Social  Creed,"  —  Rev.  James  W.  Spitzkeit. 

b)  "The  Organizational  Structure  of  The  UMC,”  Rev.  Larry  Stafford. 

Saturday  Night:  a)  “The  Sacraments  —  Baptism/Holy  Communion”  — 
Rev.  Grayson  Watson. 

Sunday  Morning:  "The  Meaning  of  Church  Membership  —  Prayers, 
Presence,  Gifts,  Service,"  Rev.  Don  Hall  — D.S. 

The  session  will  be  summarized  by  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.  and 
dismissed  at  12 : 00  noon  on  Sunday,  March  17. 


Continuing  Education  Design  Team  Meets 

Following  the  Convocation  of  Boards,  the  Continuing  Education  Design  Team  met 
for  the  first  time  to  map  out  its  program  for  the  next  year.  Growing  out  of  a  concern 
by  Bishop  Underwood  to  bring  to  the  clergy  and  other  professionals  of  our  Conference, 
the  Design  Team  will  be  developing  a  coordinated,  systematic  program  of  study  in 
areas  not  generally  covered  by  seminaries  and  pastor’s  schools.  These  are  in  the 
arena  of  the  administrative,  managerial,  and  executive  functions  of  the  ministry. 

The  next  meeting  is  March  1.  At  that  time  a  proposal  for  a  time  management  study 
w  ill  be  presented.  Target  date  for  the  series  to  start  is  September,  1985. 

Members  of  the  Design  Team  are  Dr.  Ray  Branton,  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  Rev.  Donald 
McDowell,  Dr.  Stone  Carraway.  Dr.  Stanley  Menking,  Mrs.  Cindy  Burbach,  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson.  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  and  Dr.  John  Braden. 


International  Lesson  Series 
‘Through  Death  To  Life’ 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 
John  12 

The  final  week  of  Jesus’  ministry 
fulfills  the  promise  set  forth  in  the 
opening  of  John’s  Gospel.  Moving  in 
parallel  themes  from  his  baptism/ 
anointing  through  the  sign  of  the  wedding 
at  Cana/the  sign  of  the  crucifixion- 
resurrection,  the  glorification  of  God  will 
be  complete. 

Jesus  is  anointed  by  Mary  in  her  home. 
Many  have  tried  to  harmonize  the 
accounts  in  each  gospel,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  that  Mary  of  Bethany  was 
either  Mary  Magdalene  or  a  harlot; 
neither  was  Lazarus  a  leper.  The  key  is 
that  Mary’s  anointing  of  Jesus  is  a 
gracious  and  generous  act  of  love  that 
anticipates  both  Jesus’  anointing  at  his 
death  and  as  Messiah.  Contrasted  to 
Mary's  love.  John  portrays  Judas  as  a 
thief  who  will  betray  Jesus.  We  must  be 
careful  of  interpreting  12:8  as  hopeless. 
Jesus  meant  there  would  be  more  time  to 
help  the  poor,  but  he  would  be  with  them 
only  for  a  short  time. 

From  John's  Gospel  we  get  the  term 
Palm  Sunday  as  the  type  of  branches 
waved  by  the  crowd  on  Jesus'  entry  into 
Jerusalem.  The  Lord  who  had  given  life 
to  Lazarus  demonstrating  that  he  was 
the  conqueror  of  death  as  the 


resurrection  and  life,  had  now  been 
condemned  by  the  Jewish  council.  He  has 
been  symbolically  anointed  both  for 
death  but  with  the  recognition  that  the 
grave  would  not  hold  him,  he  is  also 
anointed  as  messiah.  As  the  conqueror  of 
death  and  lord  of  life,  he  enters 
Jerusalem  on  an  ass,  symbolic  of  a  king 
of  peace.  The  disciples  do  not  understand 
the  significance  of  these  acts  until  after 
the  resurrection,  or  glorification  of 
Christ. 

“The  whole  world  has  gone  after  him," 
complained  the  Pharisees.  And  in 
fulfillment,  Philip  and  Andrew  bring 
some  Greeks  to  Jesus.  In  John,  the 
leadership  of  Philip  and  Andrew  bringing 
others  to  Jesus,  often  overshadows  that 
of  Peter,  James  and  John.  The  universal 
mission  of  the  church  is  briefly  described 
in  this  passage.  Jesus  responds  that  his 
hour  has  now  come.  Previously,  this  Was 
denied.  Now  God  will  be  glorified  by 
Jesus’  crucifixion  and  resurrection. 
Jesus  taught  self  sacrifice  and  concern 
for  others  is  what  is  really  important. 
That  is  what  life  is  at  its  highest  level. 

(This  is  the  last  in  the  present  series  of 
international  lessons.  We  express  thanks 
to  Dr.  Don  Emler  for  the  excellent 
material  he  has  provided .) 


Rosalyn  Carter:  Woman  of  Faith ! 


By  REV.  DEBORAH  DRASH 

Rosalyn  Carter  was  recently  the 
keynote  speaker  for  Ministers’  Week  at 
the  Candler  School  of  Theology  of  Emory 
University,  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  In  her 
address,  Ms.  Carter  spoke  to  a  capacity 
audience,  sharing  her  faith  and  her 
concern  for  the  responsible  care  and 
stewardship  of  God’s  creation. 

Eight  years  ago,  Rosalyn  Carter  and 
her  husband  Jimmy,  walked  hand  in 
hand  together  down  Pennsylvania 
Avenue  to  the  White  House  for  his 
inauguration  as  President  of  the  United 
States.  In  taking  this  symbolic  walk,  the 
Carters  expressed  their  willingness  to 
try  and  walk  together  in  serving  not  only 
the  United  States  but  all  humanity. 

In  her  address,  Ms.  Carter  shared, 
“How  fortunate  we  are,  to,  for  the  most 
part,  have  good  air,  land  and  water.  We 
are  stewards  of  the  land;  when  I  was 
growing  up  as  a  Methodist,  no  Sunday 
School  lesson  was  over  without  this 
theme.”  Ms.  Carter  continued,  “But  care 
of  the  earth  is  not  a  universal 
commitment.  How  fortunate  we  are  in 
our  country,  but  how  much  we  waste, 
how  little  we  share.” 

Speaking  about  her  recent  experiences 
in  Cambodia  she  said,  “We  know  from 
personal  observation  that  we  can  not  look 
into  the  face  of  a  refugee  and  not  feel 
some  personal  sense  of  guilt.  We 
Christians  go  to  church  on  Sunday  and 
remind  ourselves  how  Jesus  loved  the 
poor  .  .  .  and  it  is  good  to  worship  .  .  .  but, 
in  the  meantime,  hundreds  and 


thousands  are  born  into  poverty  every 
day.  How  do  we  Christians  respond  to 
these  poverties  and  problems?” 

In  discussing  the  correlation  between 
the  United  States  and  Third  World 
countries,  Mrs.  Carter  observed,  “The 
electronic  media  brings  the  starving 
people  of  Ethiopia  and  other  countries 
right  into  our  living  rooms.  And  the 
American  people  have  done  an  amazing 
feat  to  meet  these  immediate  needs.” 

Speaking  about  world  peace,  the 
former  First  Lady  asserted,  “When  we 
have  the  technology  to  destroy  our 
earthen  house,  what  better  way  to 
counteract  this  than  to  better  establish 
our  human  relationships  with  one 
another?” 

In  a  private  interview  following  her 
lecture  at  Emory  University,  Ms.  Carter 
continued  her  discussion  of  the  Christian 
lifestyle.  “It’s  important  for  Christians 
to  have  a  daily  experience  with  the 
Savior.  For  lay  people  and  clergy  alike, 
this  means  focusing  upon  a  Missional 
outreach.  Missions  are  the  most 
important  part  of  our  religion.  Jesus 
said,  “Go  ye  therefore  into  all  the 
world.” 

When  asked  what  hymn  was  her  favor¬ 
ite,  Mrs.  Carter  responded  enthusiasti¬ 
cally,  “Jesus  Is  The  Sweetest  Name  I 
Know.” 

(Rev.  Deborah  Dash  is  the  associate 
minister  at  Broadmoor  UM,  Shreveport, 
and  the  Shreveport  District  Com¬ 
municator.) 


NBC-TV  To  T  elevise 
Easter  Service  From  UM  Church 

New  York  (UMNS)  —  Multi-racial  Wilshire  United  Methodist  Church,  Los  Angeles, 
will  be  the  setting  for  an  Easter  worship  service,  to  be  broadcast  live  by  NBC-TV  on 
April  7.  The  Rev.  William  Boggs  (inset),  senior  pastor  of  the  1,200-member  church, 
will  preach  during  the  designed-for-television  service.  The  church’s  staff  and 
membership  include  Koreans,  Blacks  and  other  ethnic  minorities  as  well  as  whites. 
Consult  local  newspapers  for  airtime. 

Special  Price  Reduction  on 


230  Youth  Gather  At  Caney 


Over  230  United  Methodist  Youth, 
grades  nine  through  twelve,  gathered  at 
the  Billie  Pomeroy  Caney  Conference 
Centre  near  Minden,  February  8-10,  for  a 
Conference  Youth  Retreat. 

Small  group  discussion  periods  and 
recreation  as  well  as  worship  were  lead 
by  the  Conference  Youth  Team.  Bert 
Scott  of  Centenary  was  the  featured 


speaker.  The  theme  of  the  retreat  was 
“Faith’s  Journey.”  Evaluations  have 
been  positive  to  the  event. 

This  may  be  the  last  Conference-wide 
Retreat:  Due  to  the  growing  number  of 
youth  who  register  for  such  events, 
Conference  Youth  Retreats  may  be  held 
on  a  regional  basis  until  a  Conference 
center  can  be  provided  to  accomodate 
such  a  large  gathering. 


Missions  Conference  Held  At  Opelousas 


‘From  The  Word  Go  ’ 


Hailed  by  audiences  across  the  country 
as  the  classic  resource  on  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  FROM  THE  WORD 
GO  is  now  available  in  all  popular  video 
formats  for  $49.95,  a  75%  price 
reduction!  Produced  by  UMCom  and 
other  boards  and  agencies  of  the  church 
in  celebration  of  the  denomination’s 
Bicentennial,  this  30-minute  tribute  to 
Methodism  could  be  an  invaluable 
addition  to  any  church  resource  center. 
For  new  member  training,  confirmation, 
church  school  classes  of  all  ages,  family 
nights  and  celebrations  of  all  kinds,  this 
unique  videotape  will  instill  pride  in  our 
heritage  and  enthusiastic  hope  for  the 
future. 

Host  Alex  Haley  invites  viewers  to  lean 
back  in  their  chairs  and  enjoy  a  look  at 
the  programs  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  today  and  the  historical  roots 
from  which  they  have  sprung.  The 
Pulitzer  Prize  winning  author,  with  a 
Methodist  heritage  of  his  own,  brings 
humorous  anecdotes  and  poignant 
moments  of  reflection  to  the  story  of  an 
energetic  church  and  a  spirited  faith 
which  have  grown  from  a  handful  of 
circuit  riders. 

The  up-beat  lyrics  of  an  original 
musical  score  accompany  an  animated 
sequence  showing  the  birth  and 
development  of  Methodism  in  America. 
The  infant .  church  grows  up  with  the 
country  and  becomes  a  part  of  its 
history.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
sequence, the  story  shifts  into  magazine 
format  to  explore  the  work  of  the  church 
today. 

The  heart  of  the  resource,  just  like  the 
church  it  celebrates,  is  the  many 
programs  and  ministries  which  serve 
local,  national  and  international 
interests.  From  a  boxing  program  in  the 
inner  city,  to  the  young  people  of  the 
Appalachian  Service  Project,  to  mission 
work  in  nations  around  the  globe,  the 
programs  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  marked  by  an  energy  and 
zeal,  unabated  by  the  passage  of  time. 

The  program  may  be  purchased  for 
your  church  for  $49.95.  Not  only  will  it  be 
a  popular  addition  to  the  resource 

Bishop  Stowe  Was 
St.  Andrew’s 
Guest  Preacher 


library,  but  like  any  other  gift  to  the 
church,  the  cost  is  tax  deductible.  To 
order  the  videotape,  contact  EcuFilm, 
810  Twelfth  Avenue,  South,  Nashville,  TN 
37203,  (800  )  251-4091  or  call  collect  in 
Tennessee  (615  )  242-6277. 


The  fourth  Annual  Missions 
Conference  was  held  February  17th  and 
18th  at  Opelousas,  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Memorial  and  Port  Barre 
United  Methodist  Churches. 

Institutions  and  organizations 
represented  were:  The  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute,  of  El  Paso,  Texas, 
spokesperson  Mr.  Samuel  Martinez,  Jr. ; 


the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans, 
spokesperson  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards; 
LSU  “FISH”  Program  Against  World 
Hunger,  spokesperson  Dr.  William  H. 
Patrick;  and  OMS  International  with 
spokespersons  Carl  and  Dee  Rucker. 

Rev.  Bill  McCutcheon  is  the  pastor  of 
the  Louisiana  Memorial  —  Port  Barre 
Charge. 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


Don  Eaton  served  as  the  spiritual 
growth  resource  leader  for  The  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  (TUCM)  at  LSU.  The 
Theme  was:  “The  Kingdom  Within: 
Discovering  God  and  Self.” 

*  *  * 

The  Francis  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has 
budgeted  $1200  for  partial  support  of  a 
missionary  in  service.  Rev.  Ester 
Hammond  will  be  the  recipient.  The 
church  has  entered  into  a  covenent  with 
her  for  both  prayer  and  financial 
support,  according  to  Rev.  Pete 
Spitzkeit,  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

A  Church-wide  Mission  Event  was 
held  February  5,  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Minden.  Mrs. 
Margaret  Moore,  a  retired  missionary 
from  Korea,  who  served  under  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
served  as  the  speaker  for  the  event. 
Mrs.  Moore  was  bom  in  Manchuria  and 
raised  in  Korea  for  39  years.  Rev.  Bob 
Burgess  is  the  pastor  of  First  UM 
Minden. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Donald  M.  Risinger  has  been 
honored  by  being  named  Pastor 
Emeritus  of  the  Squyres  United 
Methodist  Church,  of  Ragley,  La. 

♦  *  * 

Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  of 
Houma,  a  member  of  the  Commission 


to  Study  the  Mission  of  the  UMC  (see 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  Jan. 
25)  has  been  chosen  to  be  one  of  the  four 
vice  chairs  of  the  Commission  for  this 
year.  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  of  Min¬ 
neapolis  was  named  chair  of  the  Com¬ 
mission. 

*  *  * 

The  Clown  Ministry  Team  of  St. 
Timothy  United  Methodist  Church, 
Mandeville,  continues  to  share  smiles 
and  love  with  those  who  need  it  most. 
They  celebrated  Mardi  Gras  with  visits 
to  the  hospital  and  nursing  home  on 
February  10.  Rev.  Gene  Finnell  is  the 
pastor  of  St.  Timothy. 

*  *  * 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Pineville  held  a  Seminar-Workshop  on 
“Visitation  Evangelism:  A  Relational 
Ministry.”  The  leader  was  Dr.  Charles 
Whittle.  The  goals  of  the  workshop 
were:  1)  Expand  our  understanding  of 
who  we  are  and  what  the  Gospel  is;  2) 
Discover  how  to  verbalize  our  faith  to 
other  persons;  and  3)  Discover  some 
basic  insights  about  how  to  engage  in 
“Relational  Evangelism”  to  a  variety 
of  audiences:  Supportive  Community  in 
the  local  church;  to  the  interested;  to 
the  disenchanted;  to  the  non-Christian; 
and  to  the  shut-in  and  ill.  Rev.  Jimmie 
Pyles  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  through  its 


Council  on  Ministries  has  formed  a  new 
prayer  chain  group  in  the  church.  It  will 
be  patterned  after  the  Guidepost  model. 
John  Blackman  and  Doc  Foster  will 
serve  as  co-anchors  of  the  prayer  chain. 
Rev.  Alan  Einsel  is  the  pastor  of 
Jefferson  UM  Church. 

•  *  * 

The  Winnsboro  United  Methodist 
Church  kicked  off  their  February  17-20 
Revival  with  a  Valentine  Party  Supper 
and  Concert  by  “The  Miracles,”  a  choir 
of  retarded  persons  from  the  Baddour 
Memorial  Center;  Senatobia, 
Mississippi,  on  Saturday,  February  17. 
Dr.  Jordan  Grooms  served  as  the 
evangelist  for  the  four-day  meeting  and 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner  directed  the  music. 
Rev.  Tom  Crosby  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Rick  Bonfim  will  lead  a  Spiritual 
Growth  Weekend  March  1-3  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Welsh,  La. 
Rev.  M.  C.  Cady  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

“Living  in  a  Spirit  of  Reformation”  is 
the  title  of  a  new  adult  series  being 
given  at  Rayne  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans.  The  class, 
taught  by  Dr.  David  Trickett,  Campus 
Ministry  at  Tulane  and  Newcomb,  is 
sponsored  by  the  Young  Adult  Class  but 
is  open  to  all  adults  of  the  area  during 
the  Church  School  hour.  Dr.  Clyde 
Frazier,  Rev.  Steven  Fleming,  and 
Rev.  Henry  W.  Dorsey  are  Rayne’s 
pastors. 


Faith  (West  Monroe)  Is  lOOO  Club  Church 

The  front  elevation  of  the  new  Faith  UM  Church  in  West  Monroe  is  shown  in  the  architect’s  drawing  above.  The  church,  which 
Bishop  Stowe,  the  Bishop-in-Residence  faces  Arkansas  Road,  will  seat  275  persons.  The  architect  is  David  Smith,  a  member  of  McGuire  UM  Church,  the  parent 
at  Southern  Methodists’  Perkins  School  congregation  of  Faith. 

of  Theology,  spoke  at  the  10:45  a  m  and  7  The  first  phase  of  the  church’s  four  phase  master  plan  would  cost  an  estimated  $300,000.  The  congregation  expects  to  begin 

p.m.  services  on  Sunday,  Feb.  10  and  actual  construction  in  April. 

again  at7  p.m.  on  Monday,  Feb.  11.  Faith  is  the  1000  Club  Call  for  1984-85. 


St.  Andrew’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  welcomed  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe  as  their  speaker  for  the 
second  annual  Great  Preacher  Series. 
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"If  any  man  will  come  after  me  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
cross  daily,  and  follow  me." 


—Luke  9:23 
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The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


I  continue  to  receive  letters  of 
"Good  News”  and  “Church  Signs” 
from  the  laity  as  well  as  the  pastors.  I 
would  like  to  share  some  more  of 
these  responses  with  you. 

Delhi  United  Methodist  Church, 
Delhi,  Reverend  Dick  Scott-Welch,  re¬ 
ports  that  the  Delhi  Church  has  signs 
on  the  four  routes  into  town  and  on 
the  church  lawn. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sic¬ 
ily  Island,  and  Harrisonburg  United 
Methodist  Church,  Reverend  William 
Willis,  has  set  as  their  goal  for  1985  to 
add  directional  signs  at  the  main 
highways  into  town.  Sicily  Island 
started  a  new  Adult  Church  School 
class  last  September  and  Harrison¬ 
burg  has  plans  to  start  an  Adult  and  a 
Children’s  class  in  March.  Both 
churches  paid  100%  of  their  appor¬ 
tionments. 

Haynesville  United  Methodist 
Church,  Haynesville,  Reverend  Louis 
Coppage,  Jr.,  reports  that  they  have 
estimates  of  giving  to  support  the  en¬ 
tire  budget  for  1985,  and  some  above 
that.  Shongaloo  paid  all  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  District  Askings  for  1984. 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Tallulah,  Reverend  Larry  Miller, 
started  a  new  Sunday  School  class 
last  summer  and  hopes  to  start  anoth¬ 
er  one  soon.  For  1985,  after  an  inten¬ 
sive  stewardship  campaign,  $94,000 
on  a  budget  of  $79,972  was  pledged. 


Bush  United  Methodist  Church, 
Varnado,  Reverend  Karl  Wood,  re¬ 
ports  that  before  Christmas  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  Building  was  completed, 
renovations  have  begun  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  with  plans  to  have  it  completed 
for  Easter,  and  all  costs  have  been 
paid  for  including  a  new  roof  on  the 
church. 

St.  Timothy  United  Methodist 
Church,  Reverend  Gene  Finnell,  has 
recently  formed  two  new  Sunday 
School  classes,  the  United  Methodist 
Women  have  organized  a  night  group 
in  addition  to  the  day  group,  and 
gained  82  new  church  members  in 
1984  for  a  total  of  594  members. 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Bastrop,  Reverend  William  Peeples, 
reports  a  new  Church  School  class  for 
young  adults  and  a  new  sign  on  the 
church  lawn. 

Marksville  United  Methodist 
Church,  Marksville,  Reverend  Ste¬ 
phen  Williamson,  began  a  new  Adult 
Church  School  class  in  January. 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  is 
shown  above  giving  the  inspirational 
moments  at  the  Ministers’  Retire¬ 
ment  Seminar. 


Shown  at  lunch  at  the  LIC  Annual  Meeting  are,  left  to  right,  Monsignor  Charles  J. 
Fahey,  Bishop  Jude  Speyrer,  Governor  Edwin  Edwards,  and  Dr.  James  Stovall. 


Annual  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  Focused  on  Aging 


Over  170  delegates  and  visitors  gath¬ 
ered  for  the  two-day  16th  Annual  Assem¬ 
bly  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  on  January  29  at  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Life  Center  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  fo¬ 
cus  of  the  meeting  was  on  aging.  The 
Rev.  John  Vickers,  LIC  president,  con¬ 
vened  the  meeting.  The  afternoon  ses¬ 
sion  featured  a  workshop  on  aging. 

The  keynote  address  was  delivered  by 
Monsignor  Charles  J.  Fahey,  director  of 
the  Third  Age  Center,  Fordham  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  York.  Monsignor  Fahey  is  rec¬ 
ognized  throughout  the  country  as  an 
outstanding  authority  on  aging  and  care 
for  the  elderly. 

In  his  address,  "It  Has  Never  Been 
This  Way  Before,”  Fahey  stressed  the 
point  that  two-thirds  of  this  country’s 
population  will  live  into  their  80’s  and 
that  today’s  elderly  are  much  more  ac¬ 
tive  and  autonomous  than  was  the  case 
25  years  ago.  But  in  this  current  state, 
the  population  is  trading  off  its  morbid¬ 
ity  for  chronic  illnesses  that  were  not  as 
prevalent  in  years  past.  This  will  require 
increased  institutionalization  and  a  clos¬ 
er  examination  of  government  and  pri¬ 
vate  funds  for  care  of  the  elderly  for 
many  years,  according  to  Fahey. 

Fahey  suggested  a  three-fold  ap¬ 
proach  for  churches  to  take  concerning 
ministry  to  the  elderly  which  were:  in¬ 
creased  service,  values  clarification,  and 
a  quest  for  holiness.  He  called  for  "low 
tech”  areas  to  be  examined  and  imple¬ 
mented  in  churches  to  ease  the  burden  of 
the  elderly,  such  as:  better  lighting,  more 
loudspeakers,  convenient  meeting  times, 
ramps  near  stairs,  use  of  large-type 
print,  etc.  He  said  that  new  ethical  agen¬ 
das  must  be  identified  and  church  pro¬ 
grams  should  include  ones  geared  to  the 
elderly. 

"Older  people  have  a  unique  witness  in 


the  church.  There  are  charismatic  peo¬ 
ple  who  can  minister  beautifully  to  the 
disabled  but  the  state  of  the  art  on  the 
whole  is  in  bad  shape.  Churches  must 
work  on  ministry  to  the  disabled  since  it 
has  never  been  this  way  before,’  ”  Fahey 
said  in  his  concluding  remarks. 


Bond  Is  Laity 


Banquet  Speaker 

The  annual  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District  Laity  Banquet  will  be  held  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  at  7  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
March  7th.  Guest  speaker  for  this  event 
will  be  Mr.  R.  H.  (Red)  Bond,  above,  a 
prominent  layman  from  the  Memphis 
Conference.  Mr.  Ross  Downing,  District 
Lay  Leader,  is  chairing  the  annual  af¬ 
fair,  which  usually  has  500  or  more  lay 
persons  and  clergy  in  attendance. 
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McEachern  To  Lead  Mission  Education  Days  Set  In  La.  Conference 


Revitalization 
Planning  Session 

Ted  McEachern  will  launch  the  Local 
Church  Revitalization  Program  in  the 
Conference  with  two  meetings. 

On  March  7,  at  10:00  a.m.,  Mr.  McEa¬ 
chern  will  meet  with  the  Bishop,  Cabi¬ 
net,  Conference  Staff,  BGM  Executive 
Committee  and  BGM  Revitalization 
Chairperson  to  go  over  his  findings,  de¬ 
velop  preliminary  plans  and  answer 
questions.  The  meetings  will  be  held  at 
the  Conference  Office. 

On  March  19,  the  meeting  will  be  held 
at  First  UM  Church,  Alexandria.  All  per¬ 
sons  in  the  March  7  meeting  will  be  pre¬ 
sent,  plus  15  leaders  from  each  district 
selected  by  the  District  Superintendent, 
and  all  members  of  Conference  BGM. 
Other  persons  may  also  be  selected  to 
attend.  The  noon  meal  will  be  served  at 
First  UM  Church. 

Follow  up  sessions  will  be  held  in  the 
fall,  with  dates  yet  to  be  set.  Mr.  McEa¬ 
chern  will  make  two  itinerations  of  the 
districts  to  meet  with  the  DCOM’s  and 
selected  persons  from  the  District 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  Church 
Building  and  Location,  to  map  out  each 
district's  program. 


‘Feasting  On  The  Manna’ 

Is  UMW  Retreat  Theme 

The  1985  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Retreat  will  again 
be  held  at  the  Methodist  Seashore  As¬ 
sembly  Grounds  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi. 
The  dates  are  March  22  through  24.  The 
theme  this  year  is  “Feasting  on  the  Man¬ 
na.”  "Is  manna,  the  life  sustaining  food 
God  gave  to  His  people  as  they  wandered 
in  the  sandy  desert,  available  to  us  as  we 
wander  in  the  neon  desert  of  modern 
life?”  ‘‘What  manna  is  God  giving  to  us 
today?”  These  are  questions  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  presentations  and  discus¬ 
sions. 

This  year’s  scriptural  theme  is: 

"But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy, 
peace,  patience,  kindness,  goodness, 
faithfulness,  gentleness,  self-control  .  . 

If  we  live  by  the  Spirit,  let  us  also 
walk  by  the  Spirit.”  Galatians  5:22-25 

Mary  Lou  Blakeman  and  Louise 
Thomas  will  lead  the  group  in  exploring 
the  Bible  for  ways  that  God  gives  to  His 
people  to  discover  and  accept  His  man¬ 
na.  Betsy  Wilhite  will  lead  the  music  and 
fellowship  experiences. 

Rev.  Kathryn  Dauphin  will  serve  as 
the  communion  celebrant  for  the  retreat. 
Jackie  Morgan  is  serving  as  Chairperson 
for  the  event,  with  Pat  Cobb  as  Co-Chair¬ 
person. 


March  10-11  have  been  designated 
"Mission  Education  Days”  by  the  Board  *  * 

of  Global  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana  An-  1 

nual  Conference.  On  these  two  days, 
core  interpreters  from  the  General  JBr 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  come  to 
each  of  the  nine  districts  of  our  confer-  - : 
ence  in  order  to  meet  with  clusters  of  Jw 

church  members  in  informal  sessions.  # 

The  purpose  is  to  tell  of  the  good  work 
that  is  being  done  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
through  its  mission  programs  the 

world.  Camille  Funk 

Also,  there  will  be  a  new  45-minute  Shreveport 

video  presentation  of  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  ministries  sponsored  by  our  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  This  will  enable  local 
church  members  to  have  a  “hands  on” 
perspective  of  the  variety  of  ministries 
that  our  churches  support. 

Coming  to  Louisiana  are  the  following 
(with  the  districts  to  which  they  are  as¬ 
signed  in  parentheses):  Mrs.  Camille 
Funk,  who,  with  her  husband  is  a  former 
UM  missionary  to  Sarawak  and  is  now 
residing  in  Atlanta  (Shreveport);  Rev. 

Daniel  Garcia,  Field  Representative  of 
Hispanic  American  Ministries  for  the 

GBGM,  Now  living  in  New  York  (New  B-R/Lafayette 

Orleans/Houma);  Rev.  Jim  Lyles,  Executive  Secretary  for  Africa  in 
the  World  Division  of  the  BGM,  now  living  in  New  York  (New  Or¬ 
leans/Slidell);  Rev.  Peter  Wernett  Executive  Secretary  for  Field 
Interpretation  for  the  BGM,  now  living  in  New  York  (Lake  Charles); 
Rev.  Bill  Anderson,  a  former  UM  missionary  to  Africa  and  now 
Missionary  in  Residence  for  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  now  living 
in  Nashville  (Monroe);  Ms.  Clara  Kearse,  Executive  Secretary  for  the 
Mission  Education  and  Cultivation  Division  of  the  BGM  and  living  in 
New  York  (Baton  Rouge/Lafayette);  Ms.  Ruth  Ann  Robinson,  Mission 
Interpreter  in  Residence  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  for¬ 
mer  missionary  to  Ecuador,  now  living  in  Dallas  (Baton  Rouge/Ham¬ 
mond);  Rev.  Abraham  Carey,  Field  Representative  with  the  BGM  and 
now  living  in  New  York  (Alexandria);  and  Rev.  Paul  Rogers.  World 
Division  missionary  to  the  West  Indies  and  on  leave  in  South  Carolina 
(Ruston.) 

Church  members  are  invited  to  go  to  the  cluster  group  nearest 
them  which  will  be  either  Sunday  or  Monday  evening,  March  10  or  11. 
Each  district  Global  Ministries  chair  will  publicize  the  sites  and  times 
for  their  local  district. 
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Deaths- 


Mrs.  Loyzelle  Hightower,  mother  of 
Dr.  John  Braden,  Director  of  Education¬ 
al  Ministries  for  the  Conference,  died 
February  16,  at  West  Helena,  Arkansas. 
She  was  buried  from  the  Citizen’s  Funer¬ 
al  Home  on  Tuesday,  February  19. 

Mrs.  Verda  White,  83,  wife  of  retired 
conference  member,  Rev.  C.  B.  White, 
died  February  17,  at  Lake  Charles,  La. 
The  Whites  were  married  November  17, 
1927. 


On  The  Back  Page 
New  Lent /Easter  Resources 
Television  Awareness  Training 
A  Tribute 


B.R.  Hammond  District  Conference 
Held  At  Blackwater  Church 


Carter  Named  SCJ  Executive 


Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter  of  North  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas,  has  been  named 
executive  secretary  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  appointment  is  effective  the 
first  of  June. 

Announcement  of  his  appointment  was 
made  February  6  in  Dallas  by  Bishop 
Richard  B.  Wilke  of  the  Arkansas  Area. 
The  jurisdiction,  which  has  its  office  in 
Dallas,  includes  the  United  Methodist 
churches  of  eight  states  —  Arkansas, 
Texas,  Missouri,  Kansas,  New  Mexico, 
Nebraska,  Oklahoma,  and  Louisiana  — 
and  part  of  Utah  and  Arizona. 

Mr.  Carter  has  been  executive  director 
of  the  North  Arkansas  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  for  eight  years.  In 
the  jurisdiction  office,  he  will  succeed 
Rev.  Duane  Bruce,  who  is  retiring. 

Mr.  Carter  is  a  native  of  Altus, 
Arkansas.  He  is  married  to  Emma 
Stephens  Carter.  They  have  three 
children,  Stephen  Carter  of  Little  Rock, 
Nan  Clem  of  Hot  Springs,  and  Bonnie 
Hartz  of  St.  Louis. 

He  received  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
from  Hendrix  College,  Conway, 
Arkansas,  in  1949  and  bachelor  of 


divinity  degree 
from  Candler 
School  of  Theology, 

Emory  University, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  in 
1952. 

Before  coming  to 
the  Area  office  in 
Little  Rock,  Mr. 

Carter  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Con¬ 
way  District;  pastor  Earl  B-  Carter 

of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
North  Little  Rock  1972-76;  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Program  Council  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference  1967-72; 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Jacksonville,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  1965-76;  and  pastor  of  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Leachville  1959- 
65;  Jonesboro  (Nettleton  UMC)  1954-59; 
Dalton,  Ga.  1950-52;  and  Prairie  View- 
Scranton  charge  1947-49. 

Mr  Carter  was  a  clerical  delegate  to 
the  General  and  Jurisdictional 
conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1972.  1976,  and  1984;  to  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  1980.  and  to 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  meeting  in 
Honolulu,  Hawaii,  in  1981. 


Resource  Center  Membership  Drive  On 


Superintendent  Don  Hall,  center,  is  shown  presiding  over  the  Baton  Rouge-Ham¬ 
mond  District  Conference.  Some  of  the  other  participants  are  shown,  counter  clock¬ 
wise,  in  the  insets:  Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  Rev.  Alan  Einsel,  Betty  Ferrington,  Rev. 
Fred  Wideman  and  Rev.  Fred  Shirley 


Some  200  persons  were  on  hand  for 
Superintendent  Don  Hall’s  greeting  as  he 
opened  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference,  Sunday,  February  17, 
at  Blackwater  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

Superintendent  Hall  noted  that  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge-Hammond  District  had  17,742 
members  but  had  a  net  loss  of  42  persons 
for  1984.  However,  20  churches  of  the 
district  had  a  net  gain.  The  five  highest 
were  St.  Andrew’s  109,  St.  John  63,  Car¬ 
penter’s  Chapel  22,  Bethel  —  Magnolia 
21  and  Baker  19. 

Other  facts  from  the  superintendent 
and  chairpersons  of  groups  and  program 
areas  indicate: 

—  47  churches  paid  their  conference 
apportionments  100%,  second  among  the 
districts  in  total  dollar  amount  contrib¬ 
uted  to  advance  Specials. 

—  No.  1  in  the  state  in  the  number  of 
chartered  United  Methodist  Men’s 
groups  with  20. 

—  The  only  district  that  has  a  district 
UMM  organization. 

—  150  new  members  in  the  UMW  in  the 


district  this  year. 

—  A  new  UMW  unit  being  organized  at 
Livingston. 

The  District  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  presented  the  following  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  ministry:  William  Boyd, 
Darwin  Brecheen,  Charles  Evans,  Mar¬ 
cel  Johnson  and  Ellen  Montegudo. 

Reports  to  the  Conference  were  made 
by  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel,  Chair  of  the 
DCOM;  Rev.  Fred  O.  Shirley,  Church  Lo¬ 
cation  and  Buildings;  Ofney  K.  Ellis, 
United  Methodist  Men;  Betty  Ferrington, 
United  Methodist  Women;  Weldon  Aver- 
ette,  District  Board  of  the  Laity;  M.  E. 
Taylor,  the  1000  club;  and  Rev.  Fred  B. 
Wideman,  District  Board  of  the  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry. 

Rev.  Clarence  Hillard,  District  Wor¬ 
ship  Coordinator  led  the  closing  service 
of  worship.  Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  pastor 
of  St.  John’s  UM  Church,  brought  the 
sermon  for  the  conference,  “I  Believe  in 
the  Church."  Members  from  the  choir  of 
the  Roberts  UM  Church  provided  special 
music. 


ings  of  "Coverage."  A  copy  of  the  new 
catalog  will  be  sent  free  to  churches  en¬ 
rolling  as  a  member  of  the  Resource 
Center. 

More  and  more  people  are  using  the 
Conference  Resource  Center,  and  all 
churches  throughout  the  Conference  are 
urged  to  avail  themselves  of  this  service. 

Reservations  for  resource  materials 
may  be  made  by  mail  to  the  Conference 
Resource  Center,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802.  or  by  calling  Mrs. 
Carolyn  Powell  at  504/346-1646. 


Carolyn  Powell  — 

Conference  librarian 

The  January  Coordinated  Mailing, 
sent  to  pastors  and  local  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  chairpersons,  included  in  it  a  reg¬ 
istration  form  for  churches  to  use  in 
subscribing  to  the  services  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Resource  Center.  The  small  fee 
that  is  required  for  membership  in  the 
Resource  Center  entitles  churches  and 
clergy  to  use  films,  filmstrips,  audio  and 
video  cassettes.  VCR  tapes  and  other  re¬ 
sources  provided  by  the  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter. 

A  new  catalog  has  just  been  printed, 
updating  all  the  materials  that  are  now 
available  in  the  Conference  Resource 
Center.  When  new  materials  are  added 
to  the  Resource  Center,  an  announce¬ 
ment  and  description  of  the  materials 
will  be  made  available  in  future  mail- 
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^^^w****^  Editorial 

Moral  leadership  &  marital  fidelity 


What's  the  big  deal? 

That  appears  to  be  the  ho-hum  re¬ 
sponse  of  some  U.S.  Christians  to  the 
recent  revelation  of  a  South  African 
church  leader’s  extra-marital  ‘‘relation¬ 
ship”  (see  related  article  in  this  issue). 

The  Rev.  Allan  Boesak,  head  of  the 
World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches, 
recently  admitted  that  he  had  been  in¬ 
volved  with  a  female  colleague  for  some 
time.  Dr.  Boesak  is  one  of  the  most  out¬ 
spoken  critics  of  his  nation’s  policy  of 
apartheid  (racial  separation). 

For  those  of  us  in  the  United  States, 
similar  disclosures  about  religious  and 
political  leaders  are  nothing  new.  At 
least  three  recent  U.S.  presidents,  a 
prominent  civil  rights  leader  and  a 
mainline  denominational  leader,  among 
others,  have  been  accused  of  unfaithful¬ 
ness  in  their  marriage. 

Even  if  marital  infidelity  among  such 
notable  leaders  is  not  uncommon,  we 
still  find  no  legitimate  basis  for  any 
Christian  to  say— as  a  U.S.  church  leader 
reportedly  did— that  Dr.  Boesak’s  trans¬ 
gression  "doesn't  create  problems  for 
me." 

We  are  particularly  disturbed  by  the 
implication  that  one’s  ability  to  be  a 
leader  in  a  moral  struggle,  such  as  the 
.  effort  against  apartheid,  is  unrelated  to 
one’s  sexual  morality.  Similarly  outra¬ 
geous  is  the  implication  that  one’s  moral 
leadership  in  the  public  sphere  excuses 
one’s  personal  moral  failings. 

We  strongly  disagree  (with  any  such 
suggestions  on  practical  and  theological 
grounds. 

From  a  practical  standpoint  in  Dr. 
Boesak’s  case,  very  conservative  views 
on  sexual  morality  reported  among 
South  Africans  make  it  likely  that  many, 
both  black  and  white,  who  have  support¬ 
ed  his  leadership  will  now  be  less  in¬ 
clined  to  do  so.  Although  disclosure  of 
Dr.  Boesak’s  actions  in  no  way  invali¬ 
dates  the  rightness  of  the  fight  against 
apartheid,  supporters  of  racial  separa¬ 
tion  likely  will  use  the  occasion  to  divert 


attention  from  their  own  immorality. 

Thus,  as  a  direct  result  of  his  infidel¬ 
ity.  the  anti-apartheid  movement  stands 
to  lose  the  effectiveness  of  one  of  its 
most  dynamic  leaders. 

From  a  theological  perspective,  we  as 
Christians  believe  that  faithfulness  in 
marriage  is  an  integral  part  of  human 
life.  The  quality  of  faithfulness  that 
makes  possible  the  marriage  covenant 
between  a  husband  and  wife  is  similar  to 
that  required  for  a  less  formal,  but  no 
less  real,  covenant  between  leaders  and 
their  followers. 

If  one  cannot  remain  faithful  to  the 
vows  of  marriage,  there  is  justifiable 
reason  to  think  that  person  may  not  be 
faithful  in  other  moral  covenants  and 
responsibilities. 

Thus  the  Sixth  Commandment  against 
adultery  is  not  simply  a  call  for  personal 
sexual  morality.  The  commandment  is  a 
recognition  that  the  entire  fabric  of  hu¬ 
man  relationships  and  human  survival 
rests  on  our  ability  to  make  and  keep  our 
covenants  with  each  other  just  as  God 
does  with  us. 

Even  if  we  are  not  a  recognized  leader 
of  any  cause  or  movement,  our  personal 
example  in  such  matters— if  only  as  a 
leader  of  our  own  family— is  urgently 
needed  in  a  world  where  marital  faith¬ 
fulness  has  been  sadly  trivialized. 

As  Christians,  we  should  hold  each  oth¬ 
er  to  an  uncompromising  biblical  stan¬ 
dard  of  faithfulness  in  marriage.  We  also 
should  make  it  clear  to  our  actual  and 
would-be  leaders  that  their  moral  lead¬ 
ership  in  public  cannot  properly  be  sepa¬ 
rated  from  the  conduct  of  their  personal 
lives. 

We  should  be  prepared  to  offer  the 
healing  love  of  God  to  all  who  fall  short 
of  that  high  standard.  We  should  not  de¬ 
lude  ourselves,  however,  that  the  stan¬ 
dard  does  not  exist.  Even  if  marital 
infidelity  does  not  "create  problems”  for 
some,  it  does  for  God  and  for  the  whole 
human  family. 
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Material  comfort,  security  shouldn’t  make 
rich  Christians  insensitive  to  suffering 


By  GORDON  DALBEY 

Not  long  ago,  our  family  became  the 
delighted  owners  of  the  most  lively  and 
playful  kitten  you  could  want  for  your¬ 
self— the  sort  that  sleeps  at  your  shoul¬ 
der  and  wakes  you  with  a  nuzzle  on  the 
chin. 

As  soon  as  we  acquired  the  kitten,  I 
went  to  buy  its  food  at  the  local  super¬ 
market.  Strolling  there  along  an  aisle 
overflowing  with  cans,  boxes  and  hefty 
bags  of  food  "with  all  the  high  protein 
your  pet  needs"— as  one  proclaimed— a 
strange  and  unsettling  vision  lurched 
into  my  mind. 

Flanked  by  walls  of  nutritious  pet 
food,  I  remembered  a  little  boy  named 
Igwe,  perhaps  7  years  old.  He  lived  in 
the  thatch  hut  behind  my  stark  cinder- 
block  house  in  rural  Nigeria  where  I  was 
a  Peace  Corps  Volunteer  some  years 
ago. 

Igwe’s  stomach  always  bulged  unnatu¬ 
rally,  like  his  playmates’.  I  soon  discov¬ 
ered  that  his  malady  stemmed  not  from 
over  eating  —  as  I  had  naively  thought  at 
first  —  but  rather  from  malnutrition, 
from  not  getting  “all  the  high  protein 
your  fellow  human  being  needs.’’ 

Scene  prompts  memory 

There  in  the  supermarket,  a  father 
lifted  his  pre-school  son  playfully  to  a 
top  rack  where  he  seized  a  bag  of  dog 
food  and  held  it  to  him  like  a  teddy  bear. 
As  father,  son  and  dog  food  disappeared 
gaily  around  the  aisle,  I  remembered  the 
day  Igwe  came  to  me  with  a  broad  smile 
on  his  face  to  tell  me  the  good  news  that 
his  father  had  bought  the  family  a  puppy 
at  the  local  market. 

"Isn’t  that  wonderful?”  I  exclaimed. 

“Yes,”  he  burst  out,  his  eyes  dancing, 
“and  father  says  we  can  cook  it  this 
weekend!" 

"Oh,  no!”  I  blurted  out,  catching  my¬ 


self  as  I  saw  Igwe’s  smile  break  in  con¬ 
fusion.  And  for  a  painful,  embarrassing 
moment,  I  stood  there,  lost  in  a  new  and 
terrifying  world. 

Here  was  a  little  boy  for  whom  meat 
on  the  table  was  a  rare  and  almost  un¬ 
heard  of  event.  And  there  was  a  man 
who  had  allowed  his  own  riches  to  cut 
himself  off  from  the  suffering  of  others. 

“Oh,  well .  . .  uh  .  . .  I’m  happy  for 
you,”  I  fumbled,  reaching  out  awkward¬ 
ly  to  pat  Igwe  on  the  shoulder. 

And  as  I  reached  for  the  box  of  “100% 
nutritionally  complete  cat  dinner,”  I 
winced  at  the  irony  and  prayed  for  for¬ 
giveness. 

Perhaps,  just  perhaps,  an  answer  to 
that  prayer  came  when  later  it  occurred 
to  me  to  keep  an  account  of  how  much  I 
spend  on  cat  food  and  give  the  same 
amount  to  a  world  hunger  fund. 

I  hope  terribly  that  this  contribution 
acquits  me.  If  not,  I  confess  that  I’m  not 
sure  I  want  to  hear  about  it,  for  I  am  not 
yet  fully  converted  from  the  religion  of 
“me-ism”;  I  still  much  prefer  to  do  my 
own  thing  without  worrying  how  that  af¬ 
fects  others. 

And  yet  I  know  that  my  own  actions 
here  in  this  land  of  blessed  abundance  do 
indeed  affect  others  in  the  world.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  I  would  never  kill  someone  else  to 
keep  my  little  kitten,  much  as  I  enjoy  it. 
And  yet  it  may  well  be  that  because  I 
feed  my  kitten,  my  brother  or  sister 
across  the  globe  (or  freeway?)  starves. 

Neither  would  I  kill  to  keep  my  coffee, 
tea,  sugar,  tobacco  or  cocoa.  Yet  in  na¬ 
tions  where  malnutrition  and  starvation 
are  common,  millions  of  acres  of  farm¬ 
land  are  pre-empted  by  such  non-nutri- 
tious  crops— for  me  and  my  fellow 
Americans. 

In  my  own  well-to-do  suburb,  here  and 
there  a  “shopping  cart  lady”  sits  with 


everything  she  owns  beside  her  at  a  bus- 
stop  bench.  Among  the  citizenry,  the 
common  feeling  seems  to  be  indignation; 
that  is,  “I  paid  a  lot  of  money  to  move  to 
this  town  so  I  wouldn’t  have  to  be  of¬ 
fended  by  seeing  people  like  that.” 

But  all  this  civic  indignation  simply 
shields,  us  from  the  truth  that  these  "out¬ 
casts"  proclaim  among  us:  that  deep  in¬ 
side,  something  basic  to  life  itself  calls 
us  to  hear  one  another’s  hurts  and  reach 
out,  that  all  our  striving  for  self-achieve¬ 
ment  misses  this  mark  of  life,  that  no 
one  of  us  can  ever  be  whole  as  long  as 
another  of  us  is  broken,  that  every  talent 
and  achievement  is  a  gift  to  be  used  for 
the  good  of  all. 

When  we  look  no  further  than  our  own 
selves  for  what  is  good  and  right,  then 
what  is  different  from  me  begins  to  look 
evil  and  wrong.  To  be  another  race  is  to 
be  inferior;  to  be  poor  is  to  be  lazy. 

Avoiding  this  cul-de-sac  mentality  is  a 
painful,  lifelbng  process  for  us  all.  It  is 
the  very  life  process  of  growing  up. 

A  tiny  infant  knows  nothing  beyond  its 
own  desires;  a  major  component  of 
childishness  is  selfishness.  A  child’s 
greatest  desire  is  to  affirm,  “You  love 
me.” 

Maturing  brings  pain 

The  process  of  maturing,  however,  is 
that  of  becoming  more  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  others,  more  able  to  celebrate 
your  own  talent  and  treasure  it  as  a  tool 


for  serving  others’  needs.  The  mature 
adult’s  greatest  desire  is  to  affirm,  “I 
love  you.” 

And  so  we  must  at  least  face  the  ques¬ 
tion:  Is  it  wrong  for  me  to  seek  the  mate¬ 
rial  security  and  comfort  I  want  for 
myself? 

I  offer  this  answer:  Material  comfort 
and  security  are  wrong  precisely  insofar 
as  they  separate  us  from  the  needs  of 
others  and  make  us  insensitive  to  their 
suffering. 

Certainly,  no  one  can  begin  to  think  of 
others  if,  like  an  animal,  that  person 
must  expend  every  energy  for  mere  sur¬ 
vival.  We  do  need  material  security  our¬ 
selves. 

And  so  I  offer  this  prayer  for  us,  the 
rich  people  of  the  world:  May  we  cele¬ 
brate  and  give  thanks  for  the  abundant 
blessings  of  life,  so  we  might  be  fully 
equipped  to  serve  others  as  we  ourselves 
have  been  served. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor.  the  Rev.  Gordon  Dalbey.  ;is 
pastor  of  Seaside  Community  Churqh, 
Torrance.  California. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  l  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

Church’s  capacity  to  serve 
more  vital  than  a  building 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Bishops’  actions  commended  and  criticized 


To  the  Editor: 

Our  bishops  are  to  be  thanked  and 
commended  for  the  godly  and  seemingly 
objective  manner  in  which  they  investi¬ 
gated  a  very  complex  Nicaraguan  civil 
war  (see  UMR,  Feb.  1). 

Certainly  the  brutal  murder  of  inno¬ 
cent  civilians  reportedly  by  contra  forces 
is  appalling.  Yet,  we  must  not  allow  an 
emotional  response  to  such  violence  to 
swing  us  into  support  of  another  evil. 

The  long  history  of  Marxist  govern¬ 
ments  reveals  that,  after  firmly  estab¬ 
lishing  their  dominance  through  popular 
means  (such  as  the  Sandanista  move¬ 
ment),  they  quickly  resort  to  atrocities  on 
a  much  broader  scale  and  terrorize  the 
people  into  virtual  slavery.  Often  they 
are  less  subtle,  as  may  be  seen  today  in 
the  Soviet  war  against  Afghanistan. 

Marxism  is  never  simply  an  alternate 
economic-governmental  system.  It  is  al¬ 
ways  anti-Christian  and  repressive  of 
human  rights. 

Based  on  the  information  provided  by 
our  bishops,  the  contras  are  wrong.  Yet, 
we  know  partnership  with  the  Soviets 
will  yield  no  better  results. 

Is  there  no  means  by  which  we  U.S. 
Christians  can  encourage  our  Nicaraguan 
neighbors  to  maintain  democracy?  How 
can  we  be  servants  yet  prophets  to  them? 

Mark  A.  Liston 
Claremore,  Oklahoma 

Bishops  ‘play’  diplomats 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  our  “quasi-diplomatic” 
bishops  “playing  peace  emissary,”  con¬ 
sider  the  vision  of  a  "quasi-ordained” 
member  of  the  Department  of  State 
coming  onto  the  floor  and  "playing  Gen- 
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eral  Conference  Delegate”  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  1). 

If  the  bishops,  with  nine  days  of  expe¬ 
rience  and  as  a  result  of  their  contacts 
with  Nicaraguan  President  Ortega,  be¬ 
gin  to  “mobilize  public  opinion  against” 
our  national  policy,  do  they  not  thereby 
become  de  facto  agents  of  a  foreign  gov¬ 
ernment?  Should  they  not  then  register 
as  such  with  our  government? 

Many  remember  the  glowing  reports 
about  the  “anti-communist  Castro”  that 
came  from  our  missionaries,  the  media 
and  church  fact-finders  while  Fidel  was 
taking  over  Cuba. 

Have  you  heard  the  story  about  the 
farmer  who  wasn’t  very  successful  at 
growing  crops,  so  he  took  the  license  off 
his  farm  truck,  rented  an  office  in  town, 
nailed  the  license  on  the  wall  and  began 
to  practice  medicine? 

Edward  D.  Robertson  Sr. 

Independence,  Missouri 

Flock  needs  leadership 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Feb.  1  issue  of  the  Reporter,  you 
featured  an  article  on  United  Methodist 
bishops  being  arrested  for  protesting 
apartheid  in  South  Africa. 

While  I  would  agree  that  apartheid  is 
an  evil  system,  I  find  it  hard  to  believe  it 
merits  so  much  attention  by  our  bishops. 

Our  denomination  is  in  need  of  strong 
leadership  for  evangelism,  on  the  abor¬ 
tion  issue,  in  helping  to  reach  out  to  the 
community  and  even  to  help  minister  to 
our  ministers. 

Perhaps  our  bishops  need  to  be  leading 
their  flocks  more.  If  they  desire  to  press 
the  apartheid  issue,  they  could  lead  their 
people  to  pray  and  work  to  seek  its  de¬ 
mise.  If  they  truly  hope  the  “word  of  the 
church  people  .  .  .  will  be  heard  and 
felt,”  they  need  to  be  leading  the  church 
to  do  that. 

The  problem  of  distrust  of  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  that  is  shown  by  events 
like  the  starting  of  a  new  missionary 
society  needs  to  be  addressed.  A  part  of 
our  denomination  feels  it  is  being  either 
ignored  or  used.  Our  bishops  need  to  be 
reaching  out  to  these  people  and  to  help 
bridge  the  gap  before  it  becomes  too 
large. 

We  as  laypeople  and  ministers  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  need  to  be 
praying  that  our  Lord  would  indeed  bless 
and  use  our  bishops  to  strengthen  His 
church  and  reach  out  to  a  world  that 
needs  the  message  of  Christ’s  love. 

Ronald  Ramsey 
Atlens,  Tennessee 

Why ‘selective  vision’? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  1  story  of  two  UM  bishops 
arrested  for  demonstrating  at  the  South 
African  embassy  confirmed  what  I  have 
read  elsewhere:  The  names  of  the  dem¬ 
onstrators  are  provided  in  advance  to 
the  police  to  ensure  there  will  be  enough 
paddy  wagons  available.  Also  the  prose¬ 
cutor  has  announced  he  will  not  prose¬ 
cute  any  of  the  demonstrators. 

It  does  not  particularly  bother  me  that 
the  bishops  demonstrate  knowing  there 
will  be  no  adverse  consequences,  only 
favorable  headlines. 

I  do  question  why  there  have  been  no 
bishops  or  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff  members  demonstrating 
against  the  Soviet  atrocities  in  Afghani¬ 
stan  or  the  Ethiopian  regime,  one  of  the 
most  brutal  and  murderous  in  the  world? 

Why  is  it  that  the  UMC  national  estab¬ 
lishment  can  see  the  extraordinary  evil 
of  apartheid  but  is  blind  or  unconcerned 
about  the  extraordinary  evil  acts  of  the 
communists  in  the  world?  Could  it  be 
that  our  leaders  can  see  only  the  fashion¬ 
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able  liberal  causes? 

This  selective  vision  lessens  their  mor- 
al  authority.  James  Veach 

Richardson,  Texas 

Articles  show  irony 

To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  ironic  that  on  the  same  page 
on  which  an  article  appeared  telling  of 
the  arrest  of  episcopal  leaders  for  sup¬ 
porting  those  opposing  South  African 
apartheid,  there  also  appeared  an  article 
urging  those  supporting  right-to-life  to 
“temper  the  rhetoric”  because  of  possi¬ 
ble  violence  (see  UMR,  Feb.  1). 

I  seriously  doubt  that  those  involved  in 
protests  of  apartheid  would  cease  their 
activities  because  of  the  possibilities  of 
violence  anymore  than  we  who  oppose 
abortion  can  do  so. 

Are  we  to  be  selective  in  our  support 
of  human  rights?  Who,  then,  will  deter¬ 
mine  which  is  more  worthy? 

The  unborn  cannot  speak  for  them¬ 
selves.  They  depend  upon  those  who 
speak  for  them.  Abortion,  too,  is  vio¬ 
lence,  and  I  believe,  as  do  many  among 
us,  that  Christians  must  speak  out.  If  not 
us,  then  who? 

Oden  A.  Haynes 
Wadsworth,  Ohio 

Dr.  Laubach  remembered 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  noted  in  the  Feb.  1  "Letters  to 
the  Editor"  column,  that  Mary  Ellen  Kil¬ 
gore  refers  to  Dr.  Robert  Laubach  as  the 
founder  of  the  Laubach  Literacy  Action. 

If  one  will  refer  to  the  30-cent  stamp 
now  in  circulation,  one  will  find  the 
name  of  his  father,.  Dr.  Frank  C.  Lau¬ 
bach.  The  Postal  Service  Guide  classifies 
him  as  an  educator  rather  than  as  a 
missionary. 

I  will  never  forget  the  speech  that  he 
gave  at  a  YWCA  prayer  breakfast  in 
Delhi  about  30  years  ago.  He  said  that 
while  the  missionaries  were  trying  to 
count  the  number  of  converts  to  Christ 
and  were  bemoaning  the  small  numbers, 
that  all  India  had  been  converted. 

He  said  that  when  he  was  a  boy,  it  was 
common  for  the  widow  to  burn  herself 
on  the  funeral  pyre  of  her  dead  husband. 
There  was  no  place  for  a  widow  in  soci¬ 
ety.  Today  “sati”  (self-burning)  is  forbid¬ 
den  by  law,  and  widows  are  accepted  in 
society. 

Baby  girls  were  often  thrown  into  the 
river.  That  too  is  now  forbidden,  and 
there  are  nearly  as  many  girls  going  to 
school  and  even  to  college  as  boys. 

The  “sweepers”  were  called  outcastes 
and  were  treated  like  dogs.  With  Gan¬ 
dhi’s  influence,  they  are  now  called  “Ha- 
rijans"  or  sons  of  God. 

He  further  noted  that  all  of  those  in  the 
convention  drawing  up  the  constitution  of 
India  in  1947-48  had  all  or  part  of  their 
education  in  Christian  schools.  The  pre¬ 


amble  of  the  constitution  calls  for  justice, 
liberty  and  equality  for  all  to  promote 
fraternity  “assuring  the  dignity  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  and  the  unity  and  the  integrity  of 
the  nation.” 

It  is  sad  that  this  unity  has  been  shak¬ 
en  with  communal  bitterness,  but  as  in 
America,  the  cords  of  unity  have  been 
strained  but  not  broken. 

Donald  E.  Rugh 
Sevierville,  Tennessee 

Make  retirement  creative 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Jan.  25  issue,  my  friend  Larry 
Eisenberg  asks  what  he  can  do  to  remain 
creative  after  retirement  at  age  70. 

As  one  who  is  considerably  past  the  70 
mark  and  has  been  retired  for  more  than 
a  decade,  let  me  say  that  a  creative 
ministry  does  not  necessarily  terminate 
at  retirement.  The  “what  to  do”  depends 
upon  the  individual  and  circumstances. 

I  have  found  that  under  the  inspiration 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  long  dormant  interests 
and  hidden  talents  can  be  brought  to  the 
fore  and  used  for  God’s  glory.  Never  be¬ 
fore  have  I  been  busier  or  happier  than  I 
am  in  retirement. 

The  loving  Father  who  permits  one 
door  to  be  closed  is  capable  of  leaving 
several  others  ajar.  Retirement  can  be 
creative  and  fulfilling. 

Ralph  E.  Dodge 
Dowling  Park,  Florida 


By  CAROL  TIFFIN  JAMES 

It  was  June  of  this  year.  My  mother 
was  taking  me  out  to  lunch,  and  as  she 
approached  my  desk,  I  could  sense  that 
there  was  something  on  her  mind.  "Did 
you  hear  that  Harris  Memorial  burned 
last  night?”  she  said. 

Harris  Memorial!  If  ever  a  church  was 
a  “home,”  that  was  mine.  I  was  baptized 
there,  raised  there  and  married  there.  I 
spent  my  toddler  years  in  its  nursery  and 
my  young  adult  years  in  its  choir.  That 
building  was  an  important  part  of  my 
past. 

Harris  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  as  a  congregation,  closed  a  few 
years  ago  (after  more  than  100  years  of 
service).  Many  members  had  gradually 
moved  from  the  rickety  inner-city 
church  to  churches  nearer  their  homes. 

The  congregation  left  behind,  howev¬ 
er,  many  programs  that  were  started 
while  Harris  Memorial  was  still  a  viable 
church.  These  programs,  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  “United  Methodist  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Centers,”  continued  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  community  with  food,  day 
care,  help  for  elderly,  etc. 

At  the  time  my  mother  shocked  me 
with  news  of  the  fire,  neither  of  us  knew 
the  extent  of  damage  to  the  old  building. 
But  that  night  as  I  listened  to  the  news 
on  television,  I  heard  phrases  like  “Inner 
city  church  gutted.”  “Memphis  land¬ 
mark  destroyed”  and  “Arson  suspected 
in  historic  building  fire.”  I  watched  the 
accompanying  pictures,  which  were  all 
too  clear. 

My  heart  froze  at  the  sight  of  those 
terrifying  orange  flames  against  the 
blackness  of  night  as  they  engulfed  the 
majestic  building.  I  cried  for  something 
irreplaceable.  I  cried  for  the  part  of  my¬ 
self  that  died  in  that  fire. 

Two  days  later  I  drove  by  the  remains. 
Most  of  the  beautiful  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  had  melted.  There  were  usual  signs 
from  the  city— "KEEP  OUT,”  "DAN¬ 
GER,”  “CONDEMNED.”  I  stepped  over 
charred  bricks  that  lay  everywhere  in 
testament  to  the  powerful  force  that  had 
toppled  them. 

And  I  took  pictures.  I  wanted  pictures 
to  remember  the  lesson  I  had  slowly 
been  forced  to  accept. 

A  building  called  “Harris  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church”  had  been  de¬ 
stroyed.  But  the  people  of  Harris  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC  were  still  alive.  Tteir  service 
was  continuing  faithfully  in  various 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Record-breaking  basketball  shot 
rebounds  as  theological  reflection 


Daily  newspaper  sports  columns  are 
an  unlikely  place  to  look  for  theological 
confessions  or  reflections,  but  the  occa¬ 
sional  gem  can  be  found. 

One  recent  gem 
was  tucked  away  in 
a  column  on  sports 
records,  particular¬ 
ly  those  recognized 
by  the  world  arbiter 
of  such  things,  the 
Guinness  Book  of 
World  Records. 

What  brought  all 
that  to  light  was  a  desperation  basketball 
shot  from  almost  one  end  of  the  floor  to 
the  other.  Bruce  Morris  heaved  the 
prodigious  toss  for  his  Marshall  Univer¬ 
sity  team  just  as  the  half-time  buzzer 
sounded  in  Marshall’s  game  against 
Appalachian  State. 

It  was  the  kind  of  shot  about  which  the 
cynic  might  say,  "It  ain’t  got  a  prayer.” 
But  the  cynic  would  have  been  wrong  in 
this  case.  The  shot  went  in. 

It’s  been  officially  measured  at  89 
feet,  10  inches,  calculated  from  the  play¬ 
er’s  back  foot  to  the  back  of  the  rim.  A 
basketball  court  is  only  94  feet  long,  line 


to  line.  If  Guinness  accepts  young  Mr. 
Morris’  effort  as  official,  it  would  break 
the  old  record  by  7  inches. 

How  does  the  apparent  record-setter 
view  his  effort?  Mr.  Morris,  who  says  he 
is  a  born-again  Christian,  said,  “The 
Lord  put  it  through.”  One  response  to  his 
explanation  could  be,  “God,  what  a 
shot!” 

So  much  for  the  theological  confession 
in  this  case.  What  about  the  reflection? 

It  came  unwittingly,  we  would  guess  — 
from  the  columnist  himself,  David  Cas- 
stevens  of  the  Dallas  Morning  News.  On 
the  general  subject  of  sports  records  and 
why  people  try  to  break  records,  Mr. 
Casstevens  answered,  “Most,  if  not  all,  of 
us  want  to  be  remembered  for  having 
done  something  (his  italics)  notable 
during  our  lifetime.  ...” 

I  think  he’s  right.  And  I  think  our  striv¬ 
ing  as  Christians  toward  all  kinds  of  re¬ 
cords  should  be  based  on  the  teachings  of 
One  who  told  us  to  “be  perfect  as  your 
heavenly  Father  is  perfect.”  Now  there’s 
a  record  that  is  worth  shooting  for! 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


churches  throughout  the  city. 

A  building  called  “United  Methodist 
Neighborhood  Centers”  had  been  cast 
into  ruins.  But  the  people  of  the  center 
had  already  risen  to  the  challenge  of 
resurrection.  Labeling  their  campaign 
“Project  Rebirth,”  they  immediately  re¬ 
located  their  important  programs  that 
had  been  a  blessing  to  so  many. 

They  took  steps  to  salvage  what  they 
could  from  the  rubble  and  announced 
plans  to  rebuild  on  the  site.  God’s  work 
had  survived. 

I  thought  of  that  lesson  last  week  at 
the  board  meeting  of  the  church  I  cur¬ 
rently  attend.  We  are  planning  a  major 
renovation  and  redecoration  to  meet  our 
growing  church  needs. 

Our  present  building  is  beautiful  but 
old,  and  we  had  decided  to  renovate 
while  preserving  the  traditional  loveli¬ 
ness  one  finds  in  an  old  church  such  as 
ours.  The  estimated  cost  was  accepted 
as  a  “step  of  faith”  and  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  plans  and  prayers  to  raise  the 
money. 

At  this  meeting  we  were  preparing  to 
vote  approval  for  the  architect  to  begin 
the  next  phase  of  the  project,  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  detailed  drawings  of  the  build¬ 
ing  changes.  Suddenly  the  conversation 
was  no  longer  about  a  “step  of  faith”; 
instead,  concerns  were  voiced  by  those 
people  and  groups  who  wanted  their 
rooms  left  untouched. 

“I’ve  been  in  that  Sunday  school  room 
for  years!”  “They  won’t  move  our  class, 
will  they?”  Individuals  and  groups  were 
more  concerned  about  their  meeting 
rooms  than  about  the  reason  behind  the 
renovation  and  redecoration  project— to 
increase  the  whole  church’s  capacity  to 
serve. 

It  is  good  to  revere  your  church  build¬ 
ing.  It  is  a  holy  and  special  place  we  call 
“God’s  House." 

The  people  of  Harris  Memorial  and 
Neighborhood  Centers  know  more  than 
anyone  how  hard  it  is  to  love  a  building 
for  what  it  has  meant  and  what  it  stands 
for,  especially  when  inevitable  changes 
must  be  accepted. 

But  we  so  often  forget,  as  I  did,  that 
the  church  is  not  the  building.  A  simple 
fire,  no  matter  how  devastating,  cannot 
kill  the  work  of  the  Lord  through  His 
church. 

Within  those  walls  we  worship,  plan, 
teach  and  serve.  But  you  are  the  Church. 
We  are  the  Church.  And  nothing  on  earth 
can  destroy  our  witness. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Carol  Tif¬ 
fin  James,  is  a  member  of  T rinity  UMC 
in  Memphis.  Tennessee  (Memphis  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  incomes 
average  $55  annually  to  buy  fhe 
necessities  of  life  ond  to  help  with 
agricultural,  educational,  health  ond 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in 
USA  is  volunteer.  Orders  are 
acknowledged,  must  be  received 
by  March  15  to  assure  delivery  by 
Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $6  per  100; 

$3  per  50,  in  multiples  of  50: 

Includes  shipping.  Include  your  street  address 
for  UPS  delivery.  Only  Individualized, 
palm  crosses  available; 

Inquiries  available.  Non-profit,  church  related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS.  P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney ,  Maryland  20832 
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Sanctuary  leaders  said 
undaunted  by  indictments 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

3  The  federal  indictment  last  month  of 
‘16  church  workers  involved  in  the  move¬ 
ment  to  give  sanctuary  to  Central  Amer¬ 
ican  refugees  was  a  major  turning  point, 
say  some  observers,  because  it  marked 
'  the  first  large-scale  crackdown  by  the 
'U.S.  government  on  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  in  this  country. 

But  the  reaction  of  church  leaders  and 
sanctuary  workers  during  the  month 
since  the  government’s  action  suggests 
that  the  spirit  and  commitment  of  move¬ 
ment  supporters  has  been  anything  but 
dampened  by  the  indictments  or  by  the 
convictions  last  week  in  Texas  of  two  per- 
'  -sons  involved  in  the  sanctuary  movement. 

In  one  of  the  strongest  public  state¬ 
ments  by  a  church  leader  following  the 
indictments,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell  of  Los  Angeles  cited  his 
denomination’s  stated  support  of  congre¬ 
gations  and  persons  providing  sanctuary. 

Bishop  Tuell  also  "condemned”  the 
•Reagan  administration  for  the  methods 
by  which  the  indictments  were  obtained. 
He  called  “truly  appalling”  the  tactics  of 
“sending  spies  into  churches,  instructed 
to  tell  lies  about  their  intentions,”  and 
brmed  with  secret  recording  devices." 
Tactics  smack  of  Nazism 

Bishop  Tuell,  an  attorney  before  he 
entered  the  ministry,  said  that  the  use  of 
such  tactics  "smacks  more  of  Nazi  Ger¬ 
many  or  Communist  Russia  than  it  does 
the  ‘land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the 
brave.’  ” 

Other  denominational  leaders  ex¬ 
pressed  similar  concern  about  the  feder¬ 
al  indictments. 

A  joint  statement  by  Bishop  David 
Preus,  president  of  the  American  Lu¬ 
theran  Church;  the  Rev.  James  R.  Crum- 
Jey,  bishop  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America;  and  Bishop  William  L.  Herz- 

•  feld,  president  of  the  Association  of 
-  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches,  said 
c  they  were  "deeply  disturbed”  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  action. 

•  The  Lutheran  leaders  said,  "We  firmly 
believe  that  conditions  in  Central  Ameri- 

•  ca  today  do  not  permit  the  safe  return  of 

•  those  who  have  fled  civil  strife  at  home." 

•  The  statement  urged  the  passage  of  fed¬ 
eral  legislation  to  suspend  the  deporta- 

•tion  of  Salvadoran  refugees  while  the 
’civil  strife  continues. 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Campbell,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  American  Baptist  Churches, 
said  in  a  prepared  response  to  the  indict¬ 
ments  that  “American  Baptists  refuse  to 
turn  their  backs  and  hearts  away  from 


the  pleagfcf  suffering  Christians  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Airrerica,  whatever  their  political 
orientation.” 

Another  American  Baptist  official 
added  that  the  church  "by  its  very  na¬ 
ture  is  a  place  of  protection  for  all  en¬ 
dangered  persons”  and  therefore  should 
be  "a  safe  haven"  for  Central  Americans 
who  believe  their  lives  are  threatened. 

Indictments  triple  registration 

A  different  kind  of  reaction  to  news  of 
the  indictments  was  the  effect  they  ap¬ 
parently  had  on  a  previously  scheduled 
symposium  on  sanctuary  held  in  Tucson, 
Ariz. 

According  to  Kenlynn  K.  Schroeder  of 
the  Church  World  Service  Immigration 
and  Refugee  program,  word  of  the  in¬ 
dictments  “had  the  effect  of  tripling  the 
registration”  for  the  event,  which  at¬ 
tracted  more  than  1,200  persons  for  the 
two-day  meeting. 

Speakers  at  the  international  meeting 
were  quick  to  deplore  the  indictments. 
According  to  Ms.  Shroeder,  several 
speakers  even  addressed  government 
“informers”  suspected  of  being  in  the 
audience  and  appealed  to  their  conscience. 

Representatives  to  the  Tucson  meet¬ 
ing  from  some  180  publicly  declared 
sanctuary  churches  voted  to  establish  a 
National  Communications  Council  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  coordination  of  information 
to  sanctuary  churches  and  to  organize  a 
national  sanctuary  defense  fund,  said 
Ms.  Shroeder. 

Ms.  Schroeder  said  she  was  unaware 
of  any  church  dropping  out  of  or  recon¬ 
sidering  its  involvement  in  the  sanctuary 
movement  as  a  result  of  the  recent  in¬ 
dictments. 

Symposium  participant  Herbert 
Schmidt,  a  Lutheran  campus  pastor  at 
the  University  of  Arizona,  said  sanctuary 
leaders  expect  “hundreds”  of  congrega¬ 
tions  to  declare  sanctuary  during  the 
next  several  months. 

Pronouncing  the  Tucson  meeting  a 
“kairos"  event,  Mr.  Schmidt  said  "God’s 
spirit  wgs  truly  active"  at  the  meeting 
and  thJIfJhe  future  of  the  movement  “is 
in  God's  hands.” 

We  will  fight  until  we  win 

At  the  same  time  they  indicted  the  16 
church  workers,  federal  officials  also  ar¬ 
rested  49  Central  American  refugees  as 
“illegal  alien  unindicted  co-conspira¬ 
tors”  and  named  25  other  “unindicted  co¬ 
conspirators.” 

Among  those  arrested,  according  to  a 
United  Methodist  News  Service  release, 


CLASSIFIED 


PART-TIME  ASSISTANT  MINISTER  for  visita¬ 
tion  and  church  growth  in  fast-growing  suburban 
church  of  1.100  members.  Orlando  area.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Sanlando  United  Methodist  Church,  1890 
W  S.  R.  434,  Longwood.  FL  32750. 


DCE  WITH  EMPHASIS  IN  YOUTH  Ministry; 
1,250-member  UMC,  countyseat  town  near  metro¬ 
politan  Louisville  area.  Multiple  staff.  Salary  ne- 

Jotiable.  Application  deadline  March  30 
nquiries/ resumes  to  Roy  Webster,  P.O.  Box  97. 
Elizabethtown,  KY  42701.  (502)  769-3331 


PRE-SCHOOL  DIRECTOR  NEEDED.  Experience 
in  pre-school  teaching/administration  required.  Call 
Dayspring  United  Methodist  Church,  Temple,  AZ, 
for  application.  (602  )  838-1446.  


SIX  EAST  DALLAS  UNITED  METHODIST 
Churches  seek  a  full-time  director  of  emergency 
services  to  coordinate  work  of  2  food  and  clothing 
pantries,  recruit  and  supervise  volunteers,  and 
work  with  Sunday  School.  Send  resume  to  EDCP, 
4105  Junius.  Dallas.  TX  75246,  or  call  (214)  823- 
9149.  


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

Youth  Ministries  position  is  open  in  a  multi-staffed 
church  of  750  members.  Salary  range  is  $16,000  to 
$18,000  plus  a  furnished  parsonage.  Send  resume 
to;  Search  Committee,  Russell  Memorial  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  335,  Wills  Point,  TX  75169 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  IOWA  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation.  Position  open  due  to  retirement. 
Responsibilities  include  education  and  promotion 
of  planned  giving  to  groups  and  individuals  in  the 
conference;  counseling  prospective  donors;  work 
with  conference  agencies  and  institutions.  Man¬ 
agement  skills  and  experience  necessary.  United 
Methodist  preferred.  Deadline  for  applications 
April  15.  Contact  Marjorie  Kreager,  president. 
IUMF,  1019  Chestnut,  Des  Moines.  IA  50309,  for 
application. 


1.300-MEMBER  UMC  IS  SEEKING  Director  of 
Christian  Education.  Salary  $18,000.  plus  benefits. 
Send  resume  to:  Mullins  United  Methodist  Church. 
4  N.  Mendenhall.  Memphis.  TN  38117-2698. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ Pro¬ 
gram  Director  in  church  of  1,100  members  in 

filanned  community  near  Houston.  Excellent  facil- 
ties.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to;  The 
Woodlands  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box 
7535,  The  Woodlands.  TX  77387. 


HOUSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  RELIABLE  couple 
for  group  foster  home.  Must  live  in  and  maintain 
home;  supervise  eight  children;  work  under  state 
license  standards.  Salary  negotiable  depending  on 
experience.  Contact:  Mrs.  Jim  Shanahan,  Rt.  6, 
Box  303A,  Mt.  Pleasant.  TX  75455  Phone  (214) 
572-2718. 


EDITOR  SOUGHT:  TH0  BOARD  OF  Directors  of 

Christianity  and  Crisis  requests  applications  for 
theposition  of  editor.  Now  entering  its  45th  year, 
C&C  is  an  independent  biweekly  Protestant/ecu¬ 
menical  journal  of  opinion  addressing  a  wide 
range  of  social,  political  and  religious  issues.  As 
chief  executive,  editor  supervises  both  editorial 
and  business  departments,  should  have  solid 
grounding  in  ethics  and  theology,  experience  in 
religious  journalism,  administrative  and  leader¬ 
ship  skills,  some  knowledge  of  promotion,  fun¬ 
draising.  budget  preparation.  Please  send  letter  of 
application,  resume,  salary  requirements  and 
samples  of  published  writing  to.  the  Rev.  Eileen 
Lindner,  C&C  Search  Committee.  Room  572,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115.  An  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer 


NEW  LAY  STAFF  POSITION  AVAILABLE  with 
700-member  congregation.  Responsibilities  with 
youth  and  Christian  education.  County  seat  com¬ 
munity  near  large  university.  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tuscola,  IL,  (217)  253-4232  Application 
forms  by  March  15. 


AFRICAN  INSTITUTE  (ecumenical,  Notre 
Dame's  sixteenth)  for  Christians  preparing  to 
serve  in  Africa  and  for  those  on  furlough.  June  3- 
28,  1985.  Information:  Professor  Peter  Walshe.  Af¬ 
rican  Studies.  Department  of  Government, 
University  of  Notre  Dame,  Notre  Dame,  IN  46556. 
Phone  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  AFTER  JAN.  1.  1985 
Director  of  Christian  Education/Program  Direc¬ 
tor.  Downtown  church  of  1.350  members.  250  Sun¬ 
day  School,  8  full-time  staff  members,  growing 
congregation  with  beautiful  facilities.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Central  Florida,  near  Disney  World.  For 
information  contact:  Dr.  Jiles  E.  Kirkland,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.  O.  Box  819,  Winter 
Park,  FL  32790. _ 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  Full 
time,  multi-staffed  downtown  church  of  1,000 
members.  Salary  commensurate  with  education  & 
experience.  Submit  resume  with  references  to 
Mrs.  Sue  Mitchell,  Court  Street  UMC.  225  W  Court 

St..  Flint.  MI  48502. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/Pro- 
gram  Director  in  church  of  1,100  members  in  uni¬ 
versity  community.  Excellent  facilities  and 
resources  for  creative  ministry.  One  and  half 
hours  from  Dallas.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  814,  Durant,  OK  74702. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  En¬ 
abler  in  a  team  ministry.  1,300-member  church. 
Active  on-going  program  for  all  ages  already  es- 
tablished  Salary  negotiable.  Housing,  hospitaliza¬ 
tion,  continuing  education.  First  United  Methodist. 
P.O.  Box  1092,  Americus,  GA  31709.  Contact  Rev 

Bill  Dupree.  (912L924-3169  (Res.  924-2103),  or  Bob 
Lashley,  924-6500. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
for  3,000  member  church.  Experienced  lay  or  cler- 
gy  person  to  implement  youth  program  Salary 
15k  to  20k  Masters  degree  preferred.  Send  resume 
to:  John  Ward,  Central  United  Protestant  Church, 
1124  Stevens  Drive,  Richland.  WA  99352. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FULL-TIME  staff  per- 
son  to  work  as  director  of  day  care  and  co-ordina- 
tor  of  youth  and  education  programs.  Base  salary 
$13,500  with  benefits  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 
First  United  Church,  1000  S.  E.  First  St.,  Little 
Falls,  MN  56345. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  NEEDED:  Qual¬ 
ifications— Excellent  secretarial  skills,  hospital 
experience.  Red  Bird  Hospital,  Beverly,  KY  40913. 
(606)  598-5135. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education.  Master's  degree  and  experience  in 
large  church  preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Posi¬ 
tion  available  in  mid  April.  Largest  church  school 
in  Florida  Conference.  Facilities  and  program  ex¬ 
panding.  3,400  member  church.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lakeland,  FL.  Send  resume:  Martha 
Lou  Luce„*J2  Lake  Morton  Drive,  Lakeland,  FL 
33801.  W 

EDUCATTON  MINISTRY.  NEEDED.  A  FULL- 
time  person  in  Christian  Education  with  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  youth  ministry  for  a  900  member 
suburban  church  in  Memphis.  TN  Salary  negotia- 
ble.  Send  resume  to  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church,  4609  Knight  Arnold,  Memphis,  TN  38118. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Young  Adult/Youth  Ministries  for  475  member 
church.  Begin  July  1,  1985.  Lay  person  with  seir. 
nary  training.  $18,000  and  travel  For  information 
and  application,  contact:  St.  Paul's  United  Method- 
ist  Church.  2435  N  Thesta.  Fresno,  CA  93703. 
Phone  (209)  222-8419 

HENNEPIN  AVENUE  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  a  Minneapolis  church  of  2,800  members, 
seeks  a  director  of  youth  ministries  on  a  full-time, 
year-round  basis  to  work  with  junior  and  senior 
high  school  students.  Masters  degree  or  experien¬ 
tial  equivalent  preferred.  Job  description  avail¬ 
able  upon  request.  Send  resume  by  April  15,  1985, 
to  the  Rev.  Mr  David  Tyler  Scoates,  senior  minis¬ 
ter,  Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lyndale  and  Groveland,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403. 
For  further  information,  call  Mr.  Scoates  at  (612) 
871-5303 

STAFF  PERSON  NEEDED- Minister  to  Youth 
and  Young  Adults.  1,100  member  church,  coastal 
area.  Contact  Rev.  Carlton  Anderson.  1400  Nor- 
wich  St.,  P  O  Box  1415,  Brunswick,  GA  31521. 
Phone:  (912)  265-4313. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  ADMINISTRATOR.  Mt. 
Sequoyah  United  Methodist  Assembly,  Fayetteville, 
AR.  Applications  may  be  secured  from  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  office,  6155  Samuell  Blvd., 
Dallas.  TX  75228,  attention:  Dr.  S  Duane  Bruce. 
Deadline  for  receiving  applications  is  March  1, 
1985. 

EDUCATION  MINISTRY  NEEDED,  a  full-time 
person  in  Christian  education  with  strong  empha¬ 
sis  on  youth  and  children's  ministry  for  large 
church  on  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  Salary  negotia- 
ble  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  2301  15th  St..  Gulfport.  MS  39501 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES  for 
growing  downtown  church  with  active,  responsive 
congregation.  Musical  skills  desirable  but  not  re¬ 
quired  Prefer  training/ background  in  Christian 
education  Multiple  staff  situation.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble,  with  benefits.  Contact  Kathleen  Jones,  Box 
1666,  Austin,  TX  78767  ! 

were  three  members  of  a  Guatemalan 
family  that  had  taken  sanctuary  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  German¬ 
town,  Pa. 

The  Rev.  Theodore  W.  Loder  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church,  reiterated  the  church’s 
support  of  the  family,  saying,  "If  the 
(government)  wants  to  put  into  jail  good 
Samaritans,  then  let  us  go.  .  We  will 
fight  until  we  win.” 

Following  the  arrest  of  the  Guatema¬ 
lans,  Sen.  Arlen  Specter,  R.-Pa.,  was 
quoted  by  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  as 
saying  he  could  not  blame  the  family  for 
seeking  sanctuary  rather  than  applying 
for  formal  asylum.  Only  four  out  of  1,000 
Guatemalan  refugees  were  granted  asy¬ 
lum  last  year,  he  said. 

The  senator,  a  member  of  the  Foreign 
Relations  Sub-committee  on  Operations, 
said  he  had  written  the  committee  chair 
requesting  a  review  of  the  entire  asylum 
policy. 

Asylum  refers  to  the  right  of  one  gov¬ 
ernment  to  receive,  shelter  and  protect 
persons  accused  of  offenses  by  another 
government. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  country  the 
Rev.  James  R.  Jacobson,  senior  pastor 
of  First  UMC  of  La  Mesa,  Calif.,  called 
on  his  church  to  support  one  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  Phillip  M.  Conger,  who  was  among 
the  16  indicted  sanctuary  workers. 

Dr.  Jacobson  reminded  his  parishio- 


WESTON,  Vt.  —  Monks  at  the  Weston,  Vt.,  priory 
pose  with  members  of  a  Guatemalan  refugee  family  to 
whom  they  offered  sanctuary  some  months  ago.  Family 
members  wear  masks  so  they  can’t  be  recognized  by 

ners  in  a  statement  following  the  indict¬ 
ment  that  “the  struggle  for  social  justice 
is  not  a  deviation  from  the  central  issue 
of  our  common  faith."  Rather,  he  said, 
that  struggle  is  "a  clear  manifestation  of 
our  faith.” 


>§■ 

Guatemalan  officials  who  might  see  their  photos.  Some 
church  people  have  been  indicted  and  convicted  on 
charges  of  illegally  offering  such  sanctuary  (see  related 
story). 


said,  “it  is  not  being  the  church  in  the 
world.” 


"When  the  church  fails  to  stand  on  the 
side  of  the  oppressed,”  Dr.  Jacobson 


As  a  response  to  the  arrest  and  indict¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Conger  and  others  in  the 
sanctuary  movement,  Dr.  Jacobson 
urged  church  members  to  provide  both 
spiritual  and  financial  support  and  "to 
accept  the  political  nature  of  our  faith" 
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by  notifying  government  officials  of 
their  support. 

The  Rev  Guillermo  Chavez,  director 
of  political  and  human  rights  for  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  reported 
his  board  will  be  asked  in  March  to  form 
an  immigration-sanctuary  task  force 
and  to  contribute  to  the  emergency  de¬ 
fense  fund. 


UMCOR  chief  asserts 
every  cent  brings  relief 


ALVA,  Okla— The  Rev.  Darrell  Hardy  (center),  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  “clowns  around”  with  son-in-law  Larry  Sherman, 
left,  and  granddaughter  Rebecca  Bieberle  before  circulating  among  crowds 
at  a  rodeo. 

Cowboys  learn  preacher 
is  more  than  just  a  clown 

“He  never  was  too  friendly  to  me,  but  I 
think  my  message  must  have  meant 
something  because  when  I  saw  him 
recently  he  said,  ‘Preacher,  I  sure  do  ap¬ 
preciate  you  being  here.’  ’’ 

Mr.  Hardy  oftens  doubles  up  with  his 
son-in-law.  Larry  Sherman,  in  the  clown 
routine.  The  minister’s  wife  Winonna 
makes  their  costumes  and  helps  with  the 
makeup. 

His  adventures  as  a  former  roughneck 
cowboy  take  up  a  chapter  in  author  John 
Erickson's  “Panhandle  Cowboy"  (Maver¬ 
ick  Books,  1101  Baylor,  Perryton,  TX 
79070).  Mr.  Hardy,  who  has  worked  on 
ranches  all  his  life  breaking  in  horses  and 
steering  cattle,  says  he’s  a  spectator  now. 

“I  haven't  been  on  a  bull  in  four 
years.”  he  laments.  "I  nearly  hurt  my¬ 
self  pretty  bad  a  while  back,  and  I  prom¬ 
ised  my  wife  I  wouldn’t  ride  any  more." 

In  the  meanwhile  he  pauses  among  the 
crowds  and  grasps  glimpses  of  the  west 
Oklahoma  rodeo  action  for  his  thrills. 

Mr.  Hardy  says  he  hasn’t  had  the 
nerve  to  take  his  clown  routine  into  the 
pulpit  of  his  church,  as  some  ministers 
have  done. 

He  has,  however,  visited  children’s 
Sunday  school  classes  with  his  outra¬ 
geous  outfit  and  makeup  ...  to  the  de¬ 
light  of  his  junior  parishioners. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ALVA,  Okla.— The  man  giving  the  in¬ 
vocation  at  rodeos  around  these  parts  is 
an  odd  sort  of  fellow. 

He  wears  a  funny  suit  and  lot&  of 
makeup. 

But  folks  soon  notice  there  is  more  to 
this  rodeo  clown  than  laughs  when  he 
takes  the  microphone  and  asks  God's 
blessings  on  the  cowboys  waiting  to 
match  strength  with  animals  weighing 
1,200  pounds  and  more 

And  indeed  there  is.  He  is  also  the 
Rev.  Darrell  Hardy,  senior  minister  of  the 
1,100-member  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alva.  Okla. 

Mr.  Hardy,  52,  a  former  cowboy,  gets 
on  the  rodeo  circuit  several  times  a  year 
"to  take  the  message  of  the  Lord  to  the 
cowboys." 

“People  who  come  to  church  know  the 
Lord  ...  or  they're  searching,"  he  says. 
"I’d  like  to  think  I’m  taking  the  Gospel  to 
a  place  where  they  might  not  ordinarily 
hear  it.” 

He  gets  there  bright  and  early,  before 
the  crowds,  and  begins  circulating 
among  the  cowboys. 

“I  ask  them  if  they've  had  their  prayer 
today,”  he  says.  “And  if  they  haven’t, 
why,  I  tell  them  I’d  be  glad  to  pray  with 
them. 

“Of  course  with  some  of  them,  I  ask  if 
they  know  the  Lord  .  .  .  and  if  they  don’t, 
I  talk  to  them  about  what  it  means  to 
have  Jesus  in  their  lives.” 

Later  he  puts  on  his  clown  costume. 

Mr.  Hardy  says  it  surprises  a  lot  of 
people  in  the  crowd  when  he  walks  up  to 
them  and  gives  them  a  metal  cross  that 
says  “God  loves  you"  at  the  same  time 
he  shares  a  silly  joke. 

"You  can  have  fun  and  take  the  word 
of  God  to  them  at  the  same  time,”  he 
says. 

Mr.  Hardy  has  passed  out  10,000  of  the 
pocket  crosses— paid  for  out  of  his  own 
pocket  — since  he  started  clowning 
around  at  rodeos  15  years  ago  in  Beaver. 
Okla. 

"The  Cowchip  Festival  (an  annual 
competition  to  see  who  can  throw  a 
“chip”  the  farthest)  needed  an  official 
clown,  and  I  did  it  on  a  dare,”  he  says.  It 
didn’t  take  long  before  he  knew  he  had  a 
captive  audience  with  the  clown’s  suit 
on,  and  he  knew  it  was  a  good  time  to 
tell  the  attentive  audience  that  God 
loves  them. 

"Even  though  I'm  hired  as  the  rodeo 
clown,  I’m  almost  always  asked  to  give 
the  invocation,”  he  says.  “And  it  usually 
surprises  most  of  the  folks  when  they  in¬ 
troduce  me  as  “Preacher.’  ” 

Mr.  Hardy  says  he  has  seen  the  effects 
of  his  clown  ministry  in  the  rodeo  pits, 
and  it’s  enough  to  encourage  him  to  con¬ 
tinue. 

"Last  year,  I  ran  across  a  really  rough 
character  who  went  to  a  lot  of  rodeos 
and  drank  a  lot  of  beer,”  Mr.  Hardy  says. 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Every  cent  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  given  for  Ethiopian  aid  is  going 
to  help  starving  people  in  the  east  Afri¬ 
can  country,  the  head  of  the  denomina¬ 
tional  relief  agency  assured  a  group  of 
newspaper  editors  here  last  week. 

And  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  wants  to  make  sure  givers 
know  how  their  money  is  being  spent, 
said  Norma  Kehrberg,  the  agency's  chief 
executive. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  made  her  remarks  Feb. 
21  to  the  annual  meeting  of  editors  of  the 
41  annual  conference  editions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

"We  feel  that  since  our  resources  are 
contributed  by  people  responding  to  the 
claim  Christ  has  put  on  their  life,  we 
need  to  be  accountable,"  she  said. 

A  December  trip  to  Ethiopia  by  relief 
committee  officials  helped  demonstrate 
the  agency’s  concern  about  how  the  mon¬ 
ey  it  collected  was  being  spent,  Ms. 
Kehrberg  said. 

Inspection  trip  needed 

"We  (committee  officials)  knew  it 
wasn't  enough  just  to  send  money,”  she 
said.  “We  had  to  see  the  situation  first¬ 
hand.  And  it  wasn’t  enough  just  to  go.  We 
had  to  report  what  we  saw.” 

Part  of  that  reporting  included  dem¬ 
onstrating  United  Methodists  inspecting 
relief  operations,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said.  But 
since  the  committee  couldn’t  afford  to 
send  a  photographer  with  the  delegation, 
participants  took  their  own  cameras. 

As  a  result,  the  delegation  brought 
back  photos  of  Ms.  Kehrberg;  Bishop 
Roy  Clark  of  the  Columbia,  S.C.,  Area, 
president  of  the  relief  committee;  Bish¬ 
op  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  of  the  Missouri  Area; 
and  other  representatives  assessing  the 
situation  in  Ethiopia. 

"It’s  somehow  different  if  someone 
you  know  has  gone  there,"  she  said.  “It's 
a  more  powerful  story." 

To  get  the  group’s  findings  to  the 
church  as  quickly  as  possible  and  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  urgency  of  the  group’s  mis¬ 
sion,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said  she  arranged  to 
have  an  airport  news  conference  when 
the  delegation  returned  to  New  York. 

Saw  no  aid  going  to  military 

"In  our  trip  to  Ethiopia,  there  was  no 
indication  that  anything  was  going  to  the 


Panel  starts  work  toward 
basic  UM  theology  draft 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA  — Formulation  of  a  new 
statement  of  current  basic  United  Method¬ 
ist  theology  got  underway  Feb.  18-19  here. 

The  new  draft  was  ordered  by  the  1984 
General  Conference  to  supersede  a  state¬ 
ment  adopted  in  1972.  That  statement 
has  come  under  increasing  criticism  in 
some  quarters  of  the  denomination,  and 
500  petitions  requesting  changes  were 
filed  with  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Responding  to  those  requests,  the 
church's  top  law-making  assembly 
called  last  May  for  preparation  of  "a 
new  statement  that  will  reflect  the  needs 
of  the  church  and  define  the  scope  of  our 
Wesleyan  tradition  in  the  context  of  our 
contemporary  world." 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  of  Lakeland,  Fla., 
will  head  the  25-member  study  commit¬ 
tee  named  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  committee  is  composed  of  five 
bishops,  five  seminary  professors  or  ad¬ 
ministrators,  six  clergy,  five  laity  and 
four  members  at  large.  The  panel  will 
report  its  work  to  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  St.  Louis. 

In  beginning  their  assignment  com¬ 
mittee  members  said  they  “will  build 
upon  the  work"  of  the  panel  that  pre¬ 


pared  the  1972  statement  and  that  they 
intend  their  efforts  to  "prove  to  be  heal¬ 
ing,  invigorating  and  edifying." 

Seven  criteria  were  approved  to  guide 
the  work.  These  are  to: 

•  “Elucidate”  the  nature,  scope  and 
use  of  United  Methodist  doctrinal  stan¬ 
dards  and  guidelines; 

•  "Clarify  an  appropriate  understand¬ 
ing  of  pluralism  and  the  catholic  spirit  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church;" 

•  "Address  the  significance  and  prop¬ 
er  use  of  the  Wesleyan  quadrilateral”  of 
scripture,  tradition,  experience  and  rea¬ 
son; 

•  "Illumniate  the  relationship"  be¬ 
tween  United  Methoism’s  theological 
heritage  and  its  mission,  life  and  polity; 

•  “Strengthen”  the  denomination’s 
participation  in  global  ecumenical  con¬ 
versations; 

•  “Reflect”  the  church’s  worldwide 
nature; 

•  "Strive  for  inclusiveness  in  concept 
and  language."  while  employing  a  liter¬ 
ary  style  that  allows  the  statement  to  be 
readily  understood. 

Bishop  Hunt  said  the  committee  wel¬ 
comes  wide  response  from  across  the 
denomination  to  the  criteria  and  to  its 
task  in  general. 


military,"  she  said.  "The  docks  were 
empty.  At  the  feeding  centers,  we  went 
to  the  warehouses.  We  saw  people  taking 
the  food  and  eating  it.” 

The  delegation  questioned  relief  rep¬ 
resentatives,  government  officials  and 
people  in  the  camps,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 
"Our  report  is  that  there  is  absolutely  no 
evidence  that  food  is  being  misappropri¬ 
ated,”  she  said. 

Despite  that  reassuring  word  issued  by 
the  relief  committee  in  December,  many 
people  raised  questions  about  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  January,  Ms.  Kehrberg  told  the 
editors.  That  happened  after  public  news 
reports  said  one  private  relief  agency 
not  related  to  any  church  had  collected 
huge  sums  and  sent  no  aid. 

“One  negative  kind  of  media  report 
like  that  creates  a  ripple  effect,”  she 
said.  “If  it  appears  in  the  New  York 
Times  or  any  place  else,  I  guarantee  I 
will  get  phone  calls  on  it  for  the  next  10 
days.  That’s  the  power  of  negative  news 
to  travel  quickly. 

“The  important  thing  is  how  we  deal 
with  that.  If  we  can  get  more  and  more 
information  out  to  people,  they  are  less 
likely  immediately  to  believe  those  (neg¬ 
ative)  reports.” 

Ms.  Kehrberg  repeatedly  emphasized 
the  importance  of  communication 
throughout  the  church,  reminded  the  edi¬ 
tors  of  their  significance  in  that  commu¬ 
nication  and  urged  them  to  call  her 
directly  for  information  about  denomi¬ 
national  relief  efforts. 

“It’s  very  important  to  keep  our  ac¬ 
countability  before  the  people,"  she  told 
them.  “It’s  very  important  to  tell  how 
the  money  is  being  used  and  that  each 
cent  goes  to  hunger  and  famine  relief  in 
Africa.” 

$2.4  million  committed 

Between  Oct.  15  and  late  February, 
Ms.  Kehrberg  said,  the  relief  committee 
had  committed  $2.4  million  for  direct 
aid  to  Ethiopia.  United  Methodists  had 
contributed  $5.1  million  by  Jan.  31.  The 
committee’s  governing  board  is  to  allo¬ 
cate  the  remainder. 

United  Methodist  money  has  helped 
buy  heavy-duty  trucks  to  carry  food  to 
feeding  centers  and  6,000-liter  water 
tanks,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said.  World  govern¬ 
ments  have  donated  most  of  the  food. 

Denominational  funds  have  purchased 
truck  fuel,  medicine,  blankets  and  tents, 
she  said.  Contributions  have  helped  pay 
food  truck  drivers  and  send  a  team  of  six 
nurses  to  work  with  famine  victims. 

Beyond  its  immediate  aid,  the  relief 
committee  has  committed  $1  million  for 
supplies  to  help  rehabilitate  Ethiopia’s 
farm  economy,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said.  That 
money  is  helping  pay  for  700,000  metric 
tons  of  seed  grain.  Those  seeds  are  to 
establish  maize,  wheat,  sorghum  and  teff 
(a  native  Ethiopian  grain)  crops. 

Some  $50,000  of  the  $1  million  will 
buy  tool  packets  for  farmers,  Ms.  Kehr¬ 
berg  said.  Those  packets  will  include 
axes,  pick  axes,  shovels,  machetes,  sick¬ 
les  and  plows. 

The  relief  committee  has  allocated 
another  $1  million  to  help  find  water 
sources  and  build  water-distribution  sys¬ 
tems  in  the  drought-plagued  country.  . 

The  annual  “One  Great  Hour  of  Shar¬ 
ing”  offering— this  year  scheduled  for 
March  17— and  interest  earned  on  con¬ 
tributed  funds  cover  relief-committee 
administrative  costs,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 
"Not  one  cent  from  the  Advance  (the 
denomination’s  second-mile  giving  pro¬ 
gram)  helps  pay  to  administer  our  of¬ 
fice,”  she  emphasized. 

The  relief  committee  channels  its 
overseas  aid  through  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  relief  and  rehabilitation  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Both  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  and  Church  World  Service  un¬ 
dergo  strict  internal  and  external  audits, 
Ms.  Kehrberg  said.  That  ensures  that  all 
money  designated  for  a  cause  gets  to 
that  project. 
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Hospital  sale:  Single  case  or  first  ‘domino’  for  church 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Is  the  sale  of  Wesley  Medical  Center  in 
Wichita.  Kan.,  the  beginning  of  United 
V  Methodism's  version  of  the  domino  the- 
$ory,  which  will  see  first  one  hospital,  then 
another  sold  to  a  for-profit  corporation? 

Or  is  it  an  isolated  incident? 

Those  are  among  questions  to  which 
>  the  Reporter  has  sought  answers  follow¬ 
ing  the  decision  Feb.  1  by  the  Kansas 
*yWest  Annual  Conference  to  relinquish 
C- control  of  the  huge  medical  center  for 
%$265  million.  Predecessor  conferences 
'  more  than  70  years  ago  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  what  became  Wesley  Medical 
.  Center. 

The  issue  took  on  fresh  interest  when 
officials  at  Methodist  Health  Systems  in 
^.Memphis,  Tenn.,  confirmed  that  the 
‘same  firm  that  is  buying  the  Kansas 
medical  center  has  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  present  a  similar  proposal  in  Mem¬ 
phis  (see  UMR,  Feb.  15). 

Interviews  with  several  persons  who 
have  observed  the  situation  from  afar 
but  from  varied  points  of  expertise  show 
there  are,  indeed,  several  implications. 

Those  implications  include: 

•  The  church  needs  to  emphasize  being 
a  “healing  community”  rather  than  con- 
.  centrating  on  medical  treatment  of  ill¬ 
nesses. 

United  Methodism’s  chief  staff  officer 
for  global  health  and  welfare  issues  is 
the  Rev.  John  A.  Murdock.  He  said  the 
need  to  change  emphases  is  true  not  only 
for  his  department  within  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  but  even  for  local 
churches. 

“One  way  to  emphasize  wholistic 
^health  care  is  by  encouraging  teams  of 
one  doctor,  one  nurse  and  one  minister  to 
.serve  on  equal  terms  within  the  local 
church.”  he  said.  This  concept  has  cen- 
'  tered  in  the  United  Church  of  Christ  but 

•  has  been  tried  successfully  in  at  least 
•’ .  one  United  Methodist  Church.  The  tech- 
y \  nique,  he  said,  is  for  the  church  to  make 

•facilities  available  where  people  can 
come  for  screening,  examination  or  for 
treatment  or  counseling  by  the  appropri- 
ate  member  or  members  of  the  “ortho- 
1J‘  dox  medical"  team. 

Then,  he  said,  there  are  healing  ser¬ 
vices  in  some  churches. “Uni ted  Method- 
•  ists  don’t  do  much  of  this,  but  it  is  more 
widespread  than  one  might  think,”  he  said. 

"As  the  Kansas  West  conference 
works  out  what  it  intends  to  do  with  the 

•  money  it  gains  from  the  sale  (an  esti- 
1  '  mated  $32  million  in  three  years)  and 

how  it  will  help  control  the  Wesley 
health  care  endowment  foundation  with 
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its  potential  for  many  kinds  of  health 
care  ministries,  it  may  have  great  effect 
across  the  church.” 

•  The  church  needs  to  ask  whether 
there  is  anything  unique  about  church- 
related  health  care. 

Mr.  Murdock  said  that  the  claim  of 
uniqueness  is  usually  expressed  in  terms 
like,  “We  offer  a  higher  degree  of  care  or 
love  or  something  of  that  sort.”  At  other 
times,  he  said,  the  church-relatedness  is 
expressed  more  structurally,  such  as 
“Most  of  our  doctors  are  United  Meth¬ 
odist”  or  “we  have  an  outstanding  chap¬ 
laincy  program." 

Mr.  Murdock  encouraged  church-re¬ 
lated  hospitals  to  make  those  and  other 
claims  where  they  are  accurate,  but  he 
said  there  is  no  justification  in  claims 
that  hospitals  not  related  to  the  church 
do  not  necessarily  offer  similar  care  or 
love  or  chaplaincy  programs. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Howerton,  senior 
vice  president  of  Methodist  Health  Sys¬ 
tems  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  used  the  same 
terms  as  Mr.  Murdock  in  describing 
what  is  unique  about  health  care  at  the 
giant  Mid-South  system. 

"We  offer  real  love  and  concern  and 
quality  care  for  people,”  Mr.  Howerton 
says.  He  said  each  employee  there  car¬ 
ries  a  billfold-size  card  that  contains 
the  eight  “house  rules"  of  Methodist 
Health  Systems.  One  “rule,”  he  said,  re¬ 
minds  the  employee,  in  effect,  “I  AM 
Methodist  Hospital”  and  people  will 
judge  it  by  me.  He  said  employee 
awareness  of  the  hospital’s  church-relat¬ 
edness  has  risen  in  the  past  three  years. 

•  What  are  the  theological  implica¬ 
tions  of  such  sales  or  proposed  sales? 

Mr.  Murdock  said  one  implication  he 
reads  from  the  Kansas  West  action  is 
that  the  means  of  ministry  is  not  as  im¬ 
portant  as  the  ministry  itself. 

The  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  sent  a 
three-page  petition  to  the  Kansas  West 
conference  asking,  in  essence,  for  a  de¬ 
lay  on  the  decision  so  that  a  further 
study  might  be  made  by  "a  professional 
third-party  source.”  The  petition  said 
such  a  study  was  needed  because  the 
sale  “has  such  major  economic,  social, 
financial,  investment  and  theological 
ramifications  ....  The  petition  did  not 
spell  out  what  any  of  those  ramifications 
were. 

The  Rev.  William  E.  Ramsden  is  an 
author  and  researcher  whose  studies  five 


Doing  Time  In  the  Pulpit:  The  Relationship 
Between  Narrative  and  Preaching  demonstrates 
the  sermon  is  an  oral  and  historical  event  profound¬ 
ly  different  from  a  written  text.  Eugene  L.  Lowry 
examines  the  sermon’s  relationship  to  other  forms 
of  narration,  offering  deeper  understanding  of  the 
sermon  as  "an  ordered  form  of  moving  time”  and 
an  oral  tradition.  An  important  new  source  of  under¬ 
standing  for  clergy,  seminary  students  and  profes¬ 
sionals  in  the  field  of  homiletics,  Doing  Time  In  the 
Pulpit  is  essential  reading  for  anyone  desiring  a 
complete  appreciation  of  the  sermon’s  unique  char¬ 
acteristics  and  potential.  Order  today!  Just  $6.95, 
paper,  ISBN  0-687-11034-3 

‘The  acknowledgment  that  oral  events  are  differ¬ 
ent  In  their  very  essence  from  written  texts  has 
been  lacking  In  much  writing  and  thinking  In  the 
literature  of  preaching.  Lowry  has  begun  to  cor¬ 
rect  this  problem.” 

—Dr.  Michael  E.  Williams, 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Columbia,  TN 
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years  ago  found  United  Methodists  were 
not,  on  the  whole,  interested  in  maintain¬ 
ing  strong  ties  with  their  hospitals.  He 
said,  “The  church  gave  a  fantastic  re¬ 
sponse  to  needs  of  urban  health  and  ru¬ 
ral  education  in  the  19th  and  early  20th 
centuries  because  people  in  communities 
wanted  these  things.  If  Kansas  West 
pulls  off  the  kind  of  widespread  health 
care  ministry  it  has  talked  about,  it  may 
fill  a  new  gap. 

"It’s  not  necessarily  the  church’s  job 
to  meet  all  needs  or  keep  meeting  the 
same  needs.  Rather  we  ought  to  respond 
to  what  society  is  missing.  If  we  get  the 
society  conscious  of  the  need  and  some 
one  else  takes  over,  that’s  all  right.  God 
can  work  with  secular  means,  and  we 
ought  to  let  that  happen.” 

•  The  church  must  clarify  its  relation¬ 
ships  with  all  its  institutions. 

When  the  question  was  raised  whether 
the  Kansas  West  conference  had  any 
right  to  vote  one  way  or  another  on  the 
proposed  sale  of  Wichita  medical  center, 
many  United  Methodists  were  appalled. 
In  recent  years  the  conference  and  the 
medical  center  trustees  had  entered  into 
several  covenant  agreements  that 
some  people  claimed  relinquished  most 
if  not  all  legal  control  by  the  conference. 

Both  Mr.  Murdock’s  department  and 
the  independent  but  officially  recognized 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  agree  there  is  an 
urgent  need  to  clarify  these  legal  ties. 
Mr.  Murdock’s  department  has  a  disci¬ 
plinary  mandate  to  help  conferences  and 
institutions  clarify  those  legal  and  finan¬ 
cial  relationships.  The  department  held  a 
series  of  workshops  with  annual  confer¬ 
ence  leaders  in  the  past  four  or  five 
years  urging  them  to  do  that,  pointing  out 
that  legal  liabilities— in  other  words, 
lawsuits— go  along  with  legal  ownership 
or  control. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Willner  of  the  health 
and  welfare  association  said  “the  ongo¬ 
ing  shadow  of  Pacific  Homes”  hung  over 
the  Kansas  West  debate.  He  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  bankruptcy  of  a  chain  of  con¬ 
ference-related  hospitals  and  homes  in 
California  in  the  mid-1970s  and  the 
lengthy  and  expensive  legal  process 
that  ensued  to  establish  that  the  entire 
United  Methodist  Church  was  not  a  su¬ 
able  entity. 

•  The  health  care  industry,  particular¬ 
ly  acute-care  hospitals,  has  become  high¬ 


ly  competitive  and  very  risky  in  recent 
years. 

Mr.  Ramsden,  who  wrote  two  books  on 
United  Methodism’s  future  within  the 
past  five  years,  said  hospitals  are  treat¬ 
ing  more  patients  on  an  outpatient  basis. 
He  said  doctors  and  nurses  are  also  of¬ 
fering  more  “satellite”  services  such  as 
health  maintenance  organizations  and 
even  more  home  care. 

"The  trend  is  already  in  place  for  few¬ 
er  hospital  beds,”  he  said.  “It’s  getting  to 
be  a  pretty  risky  business  for  the  church 
to  sustain  a  hospital.  And  the  same  fer¬ 
ments  that  link  things  like  home  care 
and  health  maintenance  organizations 
and  more  efficient  delivery  of  services 
are  causing  a  rethinking  of  what  is  the 
mission  of  a  hospital.” 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  Chris¬ 
tian  Medical  Commission  has  worked 
since  1969  to  ease  churches  all  over  the 
world  away  from  exclusive  involvement 
with  large  hospitals  and  into  an  empha¬ 
sis  on  promoting  a  way  of  living  that 
produces  continual  good  health— what 
one  recent  writer  on  the  subject  de¬ 
scribes  as  "a  linking  of  body,  mind  and 
soul  in  people  living  in  community”  rath¬ 
er  than  on  the  technology  of  treating 
disease. 

Mr.  Murdock  said  his  department  sees 
the  need  for  this  change  in  emphasis  re¬ 
peatedly  in  international  health  care. 


Apartheid  foe’s  future  unsure 
after  ^relationship’  admitted 


From  Religious  News  Service 

The  admission  by  a  prominent  South 
African  church  leader  that  he  had  “a 
relationship”  with  a  co-worker  has  gen¬ 
erated  a  swirl  of  speculation  on  his  fu¬ 
ture  as  an  anti-apartheid  crusader. 

Church  sources  in  the  United  States, 
Europe  and  South  Africa  have  said  it  is 
too  early  to  predict  how  damaging  are 
reports  of  the  Rev.  Allan  Boesak’s  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  female  church  worker. 

Dr.  Boesak,  38,  is  well  known  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  through  ecumenical  orga¬ 
nizations  in  which  the  UMC  is  active. 
The  South  African  clergyman  also  is 
president  of  the  World  Alliance  of  Re¬ 
formed  Churches,  which  includes  U.S. 
Presbyterian  churches.  He  has  been  one 
of  the  best  known  of  South  Africa’s  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  fighting  their  govern¬ 
ment’s  racial  segregationist  policies. 

He  is  married  and  the  father  of  four 
children. 

Rumors  of  Dr.  Boesak's  relationship 
first  were  made  public  several  weeks 
ago  by  a  major  daily  newspaper  in  South 
Africa.  South  African  reporters  said  the 
South  African  police  were  conducting  a 
campaign  to  discredit  both  Dr.  Boesak 
and  Nobel  Laureate  Bishop  Desmond 
Tutu,  another  leader  in  the  anti-apart¬ 
heid  movement. 

On  Feb.  9,  Dr.  Boesak  admitted  in  a 
speech  to  2,000  supporters  in  Cape  Town 
that  he  had  had  a  “relationship”  with  Di 
Scott,  a  youth  organizer  with  the  South 
Africa  Council  of  Churches  until  her  re¬ 
signation  in  December.  Ms.  Scott  is 
white. 

Africa,  Dr.  Boesak  is  regarded  as  “col¬ 
oured"  or  mixed  race. 

A  Chicago  pastor  said  Dr.  Boesak  had 
told  him  about  tapes  made  by  South  Af¬ 
rican  authorities  of  telephone  conversa¬ 
tions  he  had  with  Ms.  Scott.  He  said  the 
tapes  had  been  distributed  by  police  to 
key  preachers  in  Dr.  Boesak’s  mixed- 
race  denomination,  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Mission  Church. 

An  official  of  that  church,  Dr.  A.  J.  C. 
Erwee,  contacted  in  Johannesburg, 
stressed  that  both  South  African  society 
and  the  Reformed  churches  in  it  are 
“very  conservative”  in  their  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  issues  of  personal  morality. 

Dr.  Boesak’s  position  in  his  church  is 

Chief  of  women ’s  unit 
is  recovering  at  home 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Theressa  Hoover,  longtime  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  United  Methodism’s  Women’s 
Division,  was  reported  last  week  to  be 
recovering  well  at  home  from  a  cerebral 
aneurysm  suffered  Jan.  20. 

Barbara  Campbell,  acting  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  Women’s  Division,  said  doctors 
have  given  no  indication  how  long  Ms. 
Hoover  will  have  to  recuperate. 

Ms.  Campbell  said  Ms.  Hoover  has 
been  out  of  her  apartment,  walking  and 
riding  in  a  car.  But  visitation  is  restrict¬ 
ed,  and  Ms.  Hoover  is  not  involved  with 
any  Women’s  Division  work. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


"This  can  be  translated  in  a  lot  of  cases 
into  hospitals,”  he  said.  “Western  mis¬ 
sionaries,  familiar  with  that  form,  built  a 
lot  of  hospitals.  After  World  War  II  these 
were  turned  over  to  national  institutions 
supposedly  strong  enough  to  run  their  own. 
We  turned  over  the  hospitals  but  didn’t 
turn  over  the  money  to  run  them.  Thus 
church-related  hospitals,  built  to  serve 
primarily  poor  people,  have  had  to  serve 
primarily  the  rich  people  because  the 
poor  people  can’t  afford  them.” 

Mr.  Murdock  said  the  World  Health 
Organization  has  been  asking  how  health 
care  can  best  be  delivered  in  poor  coun¬ 
tries  and  added,  "It  sounds  to  me  as  if 
the  people  in  Kansas  West  are  raising 
the  same  kinds  of  questions.  I  hear  them 
asking  ‘Is  there  a  better  role  for  the 
church  to  play?’  ” 

Mr.  Willner  of  the  health  and  welfare 
association  finds  no  problem  with  that 
question.  But  he  points  out  that  the  sale 
of  Wesley  Medical  Center  in  Wichita, 
“drops  a  major  asset  out  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  yet  it  gives  the  con¬ 
ference  some  money  on  which  it  can 
build  a  new  health  care  mission.”  He  says 
his  one  concern  is  will  the  conference 
have  or  provide  the  expertise  and  real, 


sustained  interest  to  work  in  health  and 
welfare  ministries. 

•  What  must  church-related  hospitals 
do  to  survive? 

Clarification  of  relationships  is  basic, 
the  observers  agree.  But  beyond  that, 
said  Mr.  Willner,  is  the  need  to  build 
systems,  alliances  and  networks  across 
the  church  that  will  tie  these  church- 
related  hospitals  together  in  pragmatic 
ways  like  bulk  purchasing,  computerized 
systems,  etc. 

Mr.  Willner  said  if  such  support  sys¬ 
tems,  alliances  and  networks  are  not 
supported  by  the  church,  more  and  more 
will  be  built  outside  the  church,  possibly 
creating  the  climate  that  would  induce 
more  church-related  hospitals  to  go  the 
for-profit  route  as  Wesley  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  did. 

"My  hope,”  said  Mr.  Willner,  “is  that 
our  institutions,  rather  than  separate 
from  us  out  of  fear  of  liability  or  for  fear 
they  lack  business  acumen,  will  try  in¬ 
stead  to  develop  closer  and  more  mean¬ 
ingful  ties.”  He  said  one  example  of  that 
is  Methodist  Health  Systems  of  Mem¬ 
phis. 

Chaplain  Howerton  in  Memphis  gave 
the  Reporter  one  indication  of  just  how 
seriously  his  health  system  takes  its 
church-relatedness.  He  noted  that  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  owns  stock  in 
at  least  four  major  for-profit  health  care 
agencies,  including  Hospital  Corporation 
of  America,  which  is  buying  the  Kansas 
medical  center. 

“I’m  not  sure  but  what  there’s  an  ethi¬ 
cal  issue  here,  with  the  church  on  the  one 
hand  trying  to  hold  onto  its  hospitals  and 
another  part  of  the  church  buying  stock 
in  companies  which  are  trying  to  buy  out 
church  hospitals,”  he  said.  The  issue  will 
be  on  the  agenda  for  the  UM  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  board 
meeting  in  early  March. 

Gerald  Hornung,  general  secretary  of 
United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Pensions, 
told  the  Reporter  he  had  not  heard  of  the 
issue.  He  confirmed  that  as  of  Feb.  15  his 
board  did  own  stock  in  the  four  firms 
Mr.  Howerton  had  mentioned— Hospital 
Corporation  of  America,  National  Medi¬ 
cal  Enterprises,  Humana  and  Beverly 
Enterpries— but  he  said,  “I  don't  see  any 
problem  in  that.” 


being  reviewed  through  normal  denomi¬ 
national  structures,  he  said. 

In  speculating  on  how  Dr.  Boesak’s 
career  might  be  affected,  a  highly 
placed  diplomatic  source  who  asked  not 
to  be  identified  said  it  was  significant 
that  the  anti-apartheid  leader  was  not 
present  Feb.  10  for  a  major  rally  of  the 
United  Democratic  Front  in  Soweto,  a 
black  suburb  of  Johannesburg. 

The  source  said  Dr.  Boesak’s  relation¬ 
ship  to  Ms.  Scott  had  been  well  known 
for  months  in  church  circles.  “They  were 
very  open  about  it,”  he  said.  They  went 
off  to  Zambia  together.  In  fact,  it  was 
church  people  who  started  to  circulate 
the  rumors.” 

Various  U.S.  church  leaders  who  were 
contacted  expressed  concern  for  salvag¬ 
ing  the  international  role  of  the  “bright, 
promising  young  guy”  who  is  described 
as  a  brilliant  speaker.  Reports  of  his 
“relationship  don’t  create  problems  for 
me,”  said  the  Rev.  Ansley  Coe  Throck¬ 
morton,  a  vice  president  of  the  World 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  and 
a  pastor  in  Maine.  ‘My  feeling  is  that  it’s 
his  business.” 

Mia  Adjali  of  the  United  Methodist 
Office  of  the  United  Nations  told  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  she  doubts 
the  development  will  make  any  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  power  of  the  anti-apartheid 
movement  in  the  United  States. 

"Apartheid  continues  in  South  Africa 
under  the  Christian  name,  and  Dr.  Boe¬ 
sak  is  a  leading  spokesman  against  that 
heresy,”  Ms.  Adjali  said.  “The  credibility 
of  a  movement  doesn’t  rest  on  one  per¬ 
son.  I  think  people  will  see  this  as  the 
kind  of  cheap  move  it  is— going  after 
somebody's  personal  life  when  you  want 
to  attack  his  politics.” 

The  Rev.  William  Ipema,  a  Christian 
Reformed  Church  pastor  in  Chicago,  said 
he  saw  Dr.  Boesak  and  his  wife  this 
month  and  believes  Dr.  Boesak’s  rela¬ 
tionship  with  his  family  and  wife  is 
strong.  “If  Allan  overstepped  the  bounds, 
he  stepped  back,”  Mr.  Ipema  said. 

Bishop  Corson 
dies  at  age  88 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ST.  PETERSBURG,  Fla. -Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Fred  Pierce 
Corson,  a  prominent  figure  in  Methodist- 
Roman  Catholic  relationships  and  a  past 
president  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil,  died  Feb.  16  here  of  a  cerebral  hem¬ 
orrhage  suffered  in  a  fall. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1944, 
Bishop  Corson,  88,  led  what  now  is  the 
Philadelphia  Area  of  the  denomination 
until  his  retirement  in  1968. 

Bishop  Corson  was  born  in  Millville, 
N.J.,  April  11,  1896,  and  was  educated  at 
Dickinson  College.  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  the 
Theological  School  at  Drew  University 
in  Madison,  N.J.  He  held  honorary  de¬ 
grees  from  50  educational  institutions, 
including  the  Catholic  University  of 
America,  and  once  received  three  de¬ 
grees  in  one  week. 


LOS  ANGELES — Some  times  daylight  is  not  enough  for  a  movie  like  NBC’s  made- 
for-TV  movie  filmed  recently  at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church.  Large  lights 
mounted  on  scaffolding  and  cranes  are  used  to  make  the  front  of  the  church  brighter. 
The  film  will  air  March  6. 

UM  building  gets  new  life 
as  Catholic  parish  for  TV 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES— If  enough  people 
watch  NBC’s  made-for-TV  movie  “Hell 
Town”  March  6,  Los  Angeles  United 
Methodists  could  end  up  with  more  than 
$100,000  a  year  for  church  development 
and  other  programs,  denominational  of¬ 
ficials  here  say. 

The  church  building  in  the  movie  is 
United  Methodist.  And  some  “parishio¬ 
ners”  in  the  movie  also  are  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  But  the  minister  looks  like  . . . 
well,  he  looks  like  Baretta  from  the  old 
TV  series  of  the  same  name. 

In  the  movie,  Robert  Blake  (who  had 
the  starring  Baretta  role)  plays  an  ex- 
convict-turned-priest,  Father  Noah 
“Hardstep"  Rivers.  Asbury  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  plays  a  Roman  Catholic 
church. 

If  ratings  come  in  strong  for  the  mov¬ 
ie,  NBC  may  make  “Hell  Town”  a  regu¬ 
lar  series  in  the  fall. 

The  movie  crew  altered  the  sanctuary 
for  its  “Catholic”  role.  Stage  sets  take  up 
the  church’s  gymnasium.  The  chapel  be¬ 
came  the  "priest’s”  bedroom. 

But  the  alterations  haven’t  affected 
congregational  life  at  Asbury  UMC.  The 
1917  brick  building  had  been  condemned 
for  not  meeting  Los  Angeles  earthquake- 
proof  standards,  and  the  congregation 
had  relocated  in  facilities  shared  with 
nearby  First  UMC  of  Alhambra.  Last 
May  the  Asbury  property  was  given  to 
the  UMC’s  Los  Angeles  Missionary  and 
Church  Extension  Society. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Griffith,  control¬ 
ler,  says  the  missionary  society  had  been 
trying  to  determine  whether  to  pay  to 
demolish  the  building  or  to  find  a  way  to 
use  it.  Then  the  contract  with  the  movie 


company  opened  all  kinds  of  possibili¬ 
ties. 

The  contract  provides  that  if  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  accepted  as  a  series  and  the  city 
requires  that  earthquake  standards  be 
met,  the  production  company  will  pay  to 
do  that.  Since  the  building  remains  a 
United  Methodist  property  in  any  case, 
the  UMC  would  again  have  a  functioning 
building  in  that  part  of  the  city  when  TV 
production  eventually  ends. 

The  contract  also  provides  that  the 
company  seek  “extras”  to  act  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  from  among  members  of  local  UM 
churches,  from  people  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  from  those  who  applied  for 
emergency  assistance  from  a  nearby 
United  Methodist  social  service  agency. 

In  addition,  the  Missionary  and  Church 
Extension  Society  would  receive  lease 
payments  of  between  $80,000  and 
$120,000  a  year  during  production,  Mr. 
Griffith  says.  I 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Visit  China,  Hong  Kong  ft  Manila 

17  Days:  May  20-June  5  $2,385 

Interior  USA  Gateway 

For  Brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian 
Mission,  Box  310,  Fairfax,  VA  22030  (703) 
273-3500 


Ring  Lake  Ranch.  Rocky  Mt.  non-denominationa. 
retreat  center.  Beginning  June  16,  1985:  two  week 
seminars  led  by  such  theologians  as  R.  Richard 
Niebuhr  and  Dean  George  Rupp  of  Harvard;  Pro¬ 
fessor  Barbara  Hargrove  of  iliff  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy.  Pray  in  a  natural  cathedral  of  peaks.  Study  in 
supportive  community.  Play  by  fishing  and  hiking 
in  the  silence  of  wilderness.  Families,  couples  and 
singles  seeking  spiritual  renewal.  Write:  Box  806, 
Dubois.  WY  82513  Phone  (307)  455-2925 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  leach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible 

LOOK  IT  OVER !  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Bo*  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 
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Church  and  state 

Separation  must  be  protected  from  ‘abuse,’  Indiana  bishop  warns 


INDIANAPOLIS— The  American  prin¬ 
ciple  of  separation  of  church  and  state 
must  be  protected  from  “unthinking 
abuse,”  warns  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Leroy  Hodapp. 

Bishop  Hodapp,  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Indiana  Area,  made  these  remarks 
recently  as  part  of  two  addresses  focus¬ 
ing  on  church-state  relations  at  United 
Methodist-related  Indiana  Central  Uni¬ 
versity  here. 

While  asserting  that  churches  should 
remain  active  in  public  affairs  and  that 
they  violate  no  traditional  church-state 
principles  in  doing  so,  the  church  leader 
cautioned  that  “it  is  only  when  churches 
attempt  to  use  the  executive,  legislative 
or  judicial  arenas  of  the  state  to  inflict 
their  own  particular  brand  of  morality 
upon  society  at  large  that  danger  flags 
'  should  be  waved. 

“So  long  as  churches  and  other  reli¬ 
gious  groups  attempt  to  persuade  others 
concerning  their  image  of  a  good  society, 
they  perform  a  healthy  function  in  the 
body  politic.” 

The  bishop  pinpointed  five  areas  of 
.  particular  concern  in  the  church-state 
.  arena:  religious  liberty,  education,  gov¬ 
ernment  chaplaincies,  tax  exemption 
.  and  church  participation  in  public  af- 


Bishop  Hodapp 


fairs. 

"Churches  have  the  right  and  duty  to 
speak  on  matters  of  public  policy  involv¬ 
ing  moral  and  ethical  issues,”  Bishop  Ho¬ 
dapp  said.  “Religious  liberty  includes  the 
freedom  of  an  individual  to  be  an  agnos¬ 
tic,  a  non-theist,  an  atheist  or  even  an 
anti-theist.  The  United  States  is  not  and 
never  has  been  a  Christian  nation,  any 
more  than  we  are  a  Buddhist  nation  or  a 
Jewish  nation  or  a  Mormon  nation  or 
an  atheistic  nation  or  a  secular  nation. 


"This  freedom  has  provided  a  fertile 
ground  in  which  the  Christian  faith  has 
grown  to  become  the  dominant  faith  in 
the  nation— but  as  the  largest,  it  has  no 
more  right  to  support  or  protection  by 
the  state  than  the  smallest  religious  mi¬ 
nority.” 

About  the  role  of  religion  in  public 
schools,  the  bishop  commented,  "Certain 
religious  leaders  and  politicians  have  la¬ 
mented  and  bewailed  the  exclusion  of 
God  and  prayer  from  our  public  schools, 
thereby  indicating  either  their  total  mis¬ 
understanding  of  the  matter  of  God  and 
of  prayer  or  their  willingness  to  distort 
(U.S.Supreme)  court  decisions  for  purely 
political  purposes.” 

He  sees  the  Supreme  Court  decisions 
on  prayers  in  school  as  meaning  the  jus¬ 
tices  “were  not  against  God,  or  prayer  to 
God.  What  they  rightly  declared  uncon¬ 
stitutional  were  officially  composed 
prayers  or  mandatory  readings  of  the 
Scripture  of  a  specific  religious  group.  It 
is  impossible  to  stop  any  individual  from 
praying  at  any  time  and  in  any  place 
they  choose  to  do  so,  including  a  public 
school  classroom.” 

He  offered  this  comment  on  tax  ex¬ 
emption:  "The  unique  category  of  reli¬ 
gious  institutions  for  tax  purposes  never 
should  be  a  privilege  held  by  these  insti¬ 


tutions  for  their  own  benefit  but  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  their  special  identity 
designed  to  protect  their  independence 
and  to  enable  them  to  serve  persons  and 
communities  in  a  way  not  expected  of 
other  institutions.” 

Concerning  the  clergy,  the  Indianapo¬ 
lis-based  church  leader  said,  "It  would 
strengthen  traditional  separation  of 
church-state  principles  if  all  special 
privileges  accorded  to  members  of  the 
clergy  in  U.S.  tax  laws  and  regulations 
were  abolished  with  churches  assuming 
consequent  financial  implications;  and 
conversely,  if  all  forms  of  discrimination 
against  members  of  the  clergy  in  the 
U.S.  tax  legislation  and  administrative 
regulations  were  discontinued.” 

Of  government  chaplaincies,  Bishop 
Hodapp  said",  “Military  and  public  insti¬ 
tutional  chaplaincies  represent  efforts  to 
provide  for  the  religious  needs  of  people 
for  whom  both  churches  and  govern¬ 
ments  are  responsible.” 

The  bishop  cited  as  current  areas  of 
tension  involving  government  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  “the  so-called  sanctuary 
movement  wherein  certain  churches  are 
providing  hiding  places  for  Central 
American  refugees  whom  the  govern¬ 
ment  desires  to  deport  back  to  their 
home  countries.” 


Book  Review 


Journalist  details  South  African  power  fight 


"Cry  Amandla!”  by  June  Goodwin;  Afri- 
cana  Publishing  Co.,  Holmes  &  Meier 
Publishers  Inc.,  New  York,  1984.  253 
pages.  $27.50  hardcover,  $14.50  paper¬ 
back. 

By  ANNETTE  LEFEVRE  REITINGER 

“Amandla”  is  a  South  African  word 
for  power.  This  book  by  journalist  June 
Goodwin  tells  the  story  of  the  bitter 
struggle  for  power  in  South  Africa  be¬ 
tween  white  Afrikaaners  and  black  Afri¬ 
cans  —  the  haves  and  the  have-nots. 

In  a  series  of  remarkably  candid  inter¬ 
views  with  the  women  of  South  Africa  — 
white  Afrikaaners,  English  “liberals”  and 
black  Africans— Ms.  Goodwin  gives 
apartheid  a  personal  face.  She  tells  what 
apartheid  is  like  through  the  voices  of 
the  women  themselves.  She  probes  the 
psyches  of  Afrikaaner  women  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  discover  how  they  are  able  to 
justify  their  government’s  systematic 
oppression  of  blacks. 

Much  to  her  dismay  (and  ours),  she 
discovers  that  the  “Afrikaaners’  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  their  politics  are  so  inter¬ 
twined  they  are  virtually 
indistinguishable.” 

English-speaking  white  “liberals”  in¬ 
terviewed  by  Ms.  Goodwin  present  a 


counter-point  to  the  Afrikaaners’  position. 
Led  by  Parliament  member  Helen  Suz¬ 
man,  they  are  working  for  reform  within 
the  system.  However,  their  efforts  may 
not  be  enough  to  stem  the  coming  tide  of 
revolution. 

Among  the  black  women  interviewed 
by  Ms.  Goodwin,  none  speaks  more  elo¬ 
quently  than  Thenjiwe  Mtintso,  a  partici- 
pant  in  the  Black  Consciousness 
movement,  who  at  age  28  had  been  im¬ 
prisoned  five  times  without  a  charge  be¬ 
ing  filed  against  her. 

She  tells  Ms.  Goodwin,  “We  are  going 
to  take  power  in  this  country.  It  doesn’t 
matter  how  long  it  takes  us.  During  our 
struggle  for  freedom,  we  will  learn  who 
are  our  friends  and  who  are  our  ene¬ 
mies."  Ms.  Mtintso  becomes  the  central 
figure  in  this  swirl  of  voices,  the  stan¬ 
dard  against  which  all  the  other  views 
are  measured. 

Ms.  Goodwin  traces  the  African  wom¬ 
an’s  developing  political  consciousness 
and  makes  her  decision  to  join  the  Afri¬ 
can  National  Congress,  which  condones 
violent  revolution,  comprehensible  if  not 
acceptable. 

“Cry  Amandla!”  presents  a  powerful, 
uncompromising  and  intensely  personal 


view  of  the  human  conflict  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca.  For  someone  who  is  not  already 
aware  of  the  harsh  reality  of  apartheid, 
this  book  will  be  an  eye-opener  as  well 
as  an  excellent  primer. 

I  had  some  knowledge  of  the  apartheid 
system,  but  I  was  not  prepared  for  the 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— A  survey  of  219  past 
and  present  annual  conference  council 
on  ministries  directors  underscores  the 
role  of  that  office  in  developing  United 
Methodist  leadership,  according  to 
“Facts  and  Figures”  a  publication  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  Office  of 
Research. 

The  survey,  conducted  by  the  GCOM, 
covered  a  10-year  period  beginning  in 
1973.  The  study  identified  the  positions 
held  by  the  219  directors  immediately 
before  and  after  their  appointments  to 


intransigence  of  the  Afrikaaners  and  the 
feeling  of  desperation  among  the  blacks 
coming  through  words  of  the  women  in¬ 
terviewed  by  Ms.  Goodwin. 

Mrs.  Reitinger.  a  frequent  reviewer 
for  the  Reporter,  lives  in  Irving,  Texas. 


the  position. 

Four  conference  directors  were  elect¬ 
ed  to  the  episcopacy  during  the  1984  ju¬ 
risdictional  conferences.  Since  1973,  five 
bishops  were  serving  as  conference 
council  directors  at  the  time  of  their 
election  or  had  served  at  one  time  in  that 
position,  the  survey  showed. 

During  the  10-year  period  surveyed, 
next  largest  group,  30,  came  from  posi¬ 
tions  within  the  conference.  The  remain¬ 
ing  29  came  from  area  staffs,  general 
agencies  and  extension  ministries-spe- 
cial  appointments. 


Sociologist  retains  view 


History  of  Hymns 

Strange  mystery  surrounds 
‘Sweet  Hour  Of  Prayer’ 


Posts  linked  to  leadership 


of  U.S.  ‘divine  mission’ 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  -  The  trend  toward 
basing  foreign  policy  on  “national  self- 
interest”  runs  counter  to  the  traditional 
religious  idea  that  America  has  a  divine 
mission  in  the  world. 

So  says  Dr.  Robert  N.  Bellah,  a 
pioneering  sociologist  who  was  the  first 
to  observe,  in  a  1967  essay,  that  America 
has  a  “civil  religion.” 

He  said  the  vision  of  America  as  an 
“example”  to  other  nations  and  a 
“bringer  of  order”  to  the  world  provides 
the  most  authentic  model  for  U.S. 
foreign-policy-making  today. 

At  a  forum  on  religion  and  foreign 
policy  here,  Dr.  Bellah  acknowledged 
that  this  notion  of  a  “divine  mission”  has 
often  been  abused,  beginning  with  the 
17th-century  New  England  colonists  and, 
most  recently,  in  statements  by 
President  Reagan. 

But  recent  suggestions  that  the  United 
States  abandon  that  vision  of  foreign 
policy  for  one  “based  on  the  practical 
pursuit  of  national  self-interest”  are  not 
“practical,”  Dr.  Bellah  told  an  audience 
here. 

‘Ours  is  a  noble  experiment 

“It  presumes  another  nation  than  the 
one  in  which  we  live,”  he  said.  “The  best 
that  we  have  achieved  as  a  people,  a 
people  that  really  has  brought  hope  to 
millions  all  over  the  world,  is  tied  up  with 
our  sense  that  we  are  a  special  people, 
that  ours  is  a  noble  experiment  upon 
which  much  depends,  that  we  are,  in 
Lincoln’s  words,  ‘the  last,  best  hope  of 
earth.’  ” 

Dr.  Bellah,  a  professor  of  sociology  at 
the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley, 
addressed  an  audience  at  the  Washington 
Cathedral.  Joining  him  in  the  forum 
entitled,  “Religious  Influences  on 
American  Foreign  Policy:  Historical  and 
Contemporary  Analyses,”  was  Dr.  Earl 
H.  Brill,  Episcopal  chaplain  of  Duke 
University. 

“Religion  has  had  a  formative  influence 
on  the  self-understanding  of  Americans, 
including  our  attitude  toward  foreign 
policy,  virtually  from  the  time  the  first 
European  settlers  arrived  on  these 
shores  in  the  17th  century,”  said  Dr. 
Bellah,  an  Episcopal  layman. 

Both  the  sociologist  and  Dr.  Brill 
pointed  to  the  American  missionary 
activity  of  the  19th  and  early  20th 
centuries  as  a  major  example  of  the 
religious  contribution  to  the  development 
of  U.S.  foreign  policy. 

Citing  the  view  of  Dr.  Martin  Marty,  a 
church  historian,  Dr.  Bellah  noted  that 
the  “American  missionary  enterprise 
from  the  very  beginning  has  been 


concerned  to  spread  not  just  the  gospel 
itself  but  the  peculiar  blessings  of 
American  civil  and  religious  liberty.” 

While  acknowledging  the  missionary 
movement’s  “ethnocentrism”  and 
frequent  “contempt”  for  the  foreign 
cultures  it  moved  into,  he  added,  “We 
should  not  forget  the  exhilarated 
response  these  advocates  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  sometimes  received.” 

Inspired  social  changes 

Dr.  Bellah,  who  is  also  an  expert  on 
Japanese  society  and  culture,  pointed  out 
that  American  Protestant  missionaries 
inspired  “many  of  the  significant 
movements  for  civil  rights  and  social 
justice  in  modern  Japan.”  In  Japan  and 
elsewhere,  missionaries  also  provided 
important  social  services  by  building 
many  schools  and  health  facilities,  he 
said. 

"The  missionaries  were  to  be 
themselves  exemplars  of  a  freer,  more 
self-confident  way  of  living.  They  were  to 
show  forth  in  their  lives  not  only* 
Christian  charity  but  democratic 
freedom,”  Dr.  Bellah  said. 

The  missionaries  also  brought  order  to 
foreign  lands  by  “stimulating  self-help" 
through  medicine  and  education,  he 
continued. 

“However  much  the  reality  belies  the 
ideal,  the  conception  that  Americans  in 
foreign  lands,  (and)  American  foreign 
policy  toward  foreign  nations,  should  be 
helping  others  to  help  themselves  is  still 
a  powerful  element  in  our  political 
culture,”  the  sociologist  said. 

China,  which  was  a  primary  focus  of 
U.S.  missionary  activity,  provides  an 
example  of  the  movement’s  direct 
impact  on  foreign  policy,  Dr.  Bellah 
noted.  When  the  Communists  drove 
Chinese  leader  Chiang  Kai-shek,  a 
Methodist,  out  of  the  mainland,  “there 
was  an  emotional  reaction  in  this  country 
of  almost  unparalleled  intensity.  The 
sting  was  the  sting  of  ingratitude,  ‘after 
all  we  had  done  for  them.’  ”  For  30  years 
afterwards,  he  said,  the  United  States 
treated  China  like  a  “leper,”  far  worse 
than  it  ever  treated  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  missionary  experience  was  one  of 
“two  moments”  in  which  churches 
“spoke  significantly  to  our  foreign 
policy,”  he  continued.  The  other  is  “the 
moment  of  social  responsibility,”  which 
has  grown  steadily  during  the  20th 
century  and  has  culminated  in  the 
American  Catholic  bishops’  pastoral  let- 
er  on  war  and  peace  and  their  draft 
statement  on  the  economy. 

“The  moment  of  social  responsibility, 
like  the  moment  of  world  mission,  has 
exemplary  and  order-bringing  aspects," 
Dr.  Bellah  said. 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Sweet  hour  of  prayer,  sweet  hour 
of  prayer. 

That  calls  me  from  a  world  of  care 
And  bids  me  at  my  Father’s  throne. 
Make  all  my  wants  and  wishes 
known! 

In  season  of  distress  and  grief, 

My  soul  has  often  found  relief, 
And  oft  escaped  the  tempter’s  snare 
By  thy  return,  sweet  hour  of  prayer 

A  strange  mystery  surrounds  this 
hymn  and  the  identity  of  the  author. 

The  poem  of  five  verses  appeared  in  a 
newspaper,  The  New  York  Observer. 
Sept.  13,  1845.  It  had  been  submitted  by 
a  Rev.  Thomas  Salmon,  who,  following  a 
four-year  pastorate  at  Coleshill,  War- 
wichshire,  England,  came  to  America  in 
1842. 

Along  with  the  poem,  the  newspaper 
carried  Mr.  Salmon’s  account  of  the 
poem,  saying  it  was  written  by  a  blind 
professor,  W.W.  Walford,  whom  he  knew 
in  Coleshill.  Though  lacking  in  formal 
education,  Mr.  Walford  had  a  remark¬ 
able  memory  and  a  reputation  for  know¬ 
ing  the  whole  Bible  by  memory,  the 
account  said. 

All  efforts  to  identify  the  man  Mr. 
Salmon  described  have  been  unsuccess¬ 
ful.  However,  a  Congregational  minister 


William  Walford,  did  live  in  the  first 
half  of  the  19th  century  in  England. 

Well-educated,  William  Walford  was 
president  of  Homterton  Academy,  a  Con¬ 
gregational  school,  and  was  the  author 
of  several  books.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  he  was  blind. 

All  of  that  adds  to  the  confusion  about 
the  true  identity  of  the  person  who  wrote 
the  lines  of  “Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer.” 

Somehow  these  lines  came  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  William  Bradbury,  distin¬ 
guished  New  York  composer,  publisher 
and  piano  manufacturer.  He  composed 
the  tune  we  know  for  this  hymn  and 
about  1860  included  it  in  one  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  song  collections  he  published. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  daughter,  spent  two  years  in 
Germany  studying  music  under  the  fin¬ 
est  teachers  there.  He  arrived  in  Leipzig 
in  September  1847  and  a  few  weeks  later 
attended  the  funeral  of  Felix  Mendel¬ 
ssohn,  who  died  there  Nov.  4. 

Mr.  Bradbury’s  name  is  found  fre¬ 
quently  in  our  hymnals  today  with  the 
tunes  he  wrote  for  such  familiar  hymns 
as  "Savior,  Like  a  Sheperd  Lead  Us,” 
“Jesus  Loves  Me,”  “He  Leadeth  Me," 
“My  Hope  Is  Built  On  Nothing  Less,” 
“Just  As  I  Am,  Without  One  Plea”  and 
"Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer.” 

Next  Week’s  Hymn: 

“When  Morning  Gilds  the  Skies" 


Dear  Deborah 

Church’s  different  beliefs 
make  membership  difficult 


Dear  Deborah: 

A1  and  Mabel  wrote  you  concerning 
joining  the  church  with  attitudes  and  be¬ 
havior  contrary  to  their  own  ideas  and 
beliefs.  Here  is  my  answer  to  them: 

The  Bible  is  full  of  instances  where  the 
people  strayed  and  took  up  behavior  con¬ 
trary  to  what  God  had  commanded  them 
to  do.  In  our  own  history,  the  people  who 
wanted  freedom  to  worship  God  in  their 
own  way  left  England  with  their  first 
stop  in  the  Netherlands.  They  left  there 
because  their  children  were  taking  up 
the  habits  of  the  children  of  Holland. 
The  poet  wrote: 

Vice  is  a  monster  of  so  great  a  mien 
That  to  be  hated  needs  but  to  be 
seen 

But  seen  too  oft ,  familiar  with  its 
face 

First  we  pity,  then  endure,  then 
embrace. 

If  I  were  A1  or  Mabel,  I  would  find  a 
group  more  like  whatever  church  you 
come  from.  If  you  try  to  make  this  group 
that  you  now  attend  more  like  your  own 


ideals,  you  will  have  difficulties. 

Nina  B. 

Dear  Nina: 

You  have  stated  very  well  one 
way  for  A1  and  Mabel  to  make  their 
decision  about  a  church.  My  only 
comment  is  that  the  poet  you  quote 
is  mighty  cynical ! 

We  are  all  surrounded  by  behav¬ 
ior  contrary  to  our  Christian  beliefs, 
and  I  would  hate  to  think  that  we 
will  all  succumb,  after  we  pity  and 
endure,  to  embrace  love,  honor,  in¬ 
tegrity.  non-violence,  charity,  sobri¬ 
ety  ...  on  and  on  and  on.  Do  you 
agree? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,"  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Numbers  help  tell  church  story 

WEST  CHESTER,  Pa.  —  Members  of  Grove  United  Methodist  Church  here  form 
the  number  212  in  front  of  the  church  to  celebrate  their  years  of  service  in  this 
eastern  Pennsylvania  city.  In  1773,  Francis  Asbury  was  invited  to  hold  meetings  in  a 
grove  of  trees  in  Chester  County.  Only  one  of  the  great  oak  trees  remains  on  the 
corner  given  later  to  the  church.  Grove  UMC,  a  1,125-member  congregation,  is  in  the 
midst  of  an  $800,000  expansion  program. 


Beauty,  evil  witnessed 
in  white-ruled  nation 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE— "I  saw  a  greater  beau¬ 
ty  in  South  Africa  than  I  have  ever 
seen— but  I  also  saw  evil  of  such  malev¬ 
olent  magnitude  it  can  hardly  be  de¬ 
scribed.” 

Thus  wrote  the  Rev.  Howard  Nash  in 
his  journal  during  a  recent  two-week 
tour  studying  that  nation’s  apartheid  pol¬ 
icies. 

Mr.  Nash,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
of  an  inner-city  church  here,  was  one  of 
24  participants  on  the  tour  sponsored  by 
Plowshares  Institute,  an  independent 
peace  organization  headquartered  in 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Mr.  Nash,  41,  minister  of  St.  John’s 
UMC,  said  the  study  group  talked  to  anti¬ 
apartheid  leaders,  American  business¬ 
men  and  United  States  embassy  officials 
to  "get  a  first  hand  view”  of  apartheid, 
the  racially  oppressive  political  system 
that  dominates  the  African  country. 

Beautiful,  fertile  land 

"South  Africa  is  a  beautiful  land,"  he 
wrote  in  his  journal.  Excerpts  from  that 
journal  were  printed  in  the  Baltimore 
conference  edition  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter. 

“The  grass  land  is  fertile.  There  is 
plenty  of  tall  corn,  fat  cattle  and  won¬ 
derful  clouds.  The  land  is  lush  with  citrus 
trees  and  palms,  flowers,  giraffes,  ba¬ 
boons  and  elephants.  It  is  like  a  story 
book.” 

Later,  in  a  telephone  interview,  Mr. 
Nash  gave  an  example  of  the  “psycho¬ 
logical  destruction"  of  the  black  people 
that  he  encountered. 

"I  was  walking  down  the  street,”  he 
said,  “and  I  said  good  morning’  to  a 
little  black  girl  who  automatically  an¬ 
swered  by  saying  ‘hello  boss.’  ” 

Scars  remain 

He  also  told  of  meeting  with  Anglican 
Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  in  the  bishop's 
home  and  hearing  about  the  scars  of 
such  "psychological  destruction.” 

“Bishop  Tutu  said  he  finally  under¬ 
stood  while  visiting  London  recently 
what  years  of  living  under  apartheid  had 


done  to  him,”  Mr.  Nash  said.  “He  told  us 
he  was  standing  in  line  at  a  bank  and  a 
white  man  jumped  line  in  front  of  him, 
and  he  immediately  stepped  back  .  . 
and  all  Bishop  Tutu  could  think  about 
was  the  fact  that  he  might  be  arrested  be¬ 
cause  he  was  black  and  the  other  man 
was  white.” 

After  spending  several  days  with  the 
Nobel  Prize  winner.  Mr.  Nash  said  he 
was  even  more  impressed  than  he  had 
been,  based  on  press  reports,  with  Bishop 
Tutu’s  efforts  at  ending  apartheid. 

"He's  a  very  earthy  sort  who  is  work¬ 
ing  under  extreme  pressures  (from  the 
South  African  government),"  Mr.  Nash 
said.  “For  instance,  in  the  press  he’s 
never  shown  praying  or  preaching.  We 
heard  him  preach  several  times,  and  he 
has  a  very  simple  message  on  incama- 
tional  theology. 

“He  believes  that  if  God  became  flesh 
and  dwells  among  us,  then  we  should 
never  treat  another  person  like  the 
blacks  are  treated  in  South  Africa.” 

Surprisingly,  Bishop  Tutu  is  not  bitter 
about  the  injustices  that  surround  his  fel¬ 
low  countrymen,  he  said.  "One  evening 
one  of  our  group  was  condemning  white 
Afrikaaners  (white  South  Africans)  in  a 
violent  fashion,”  Mr.  Nash  wrote  in  his 
journal. 

“Bishop  Tutu  said  gently,  ‘Don’t  be  too 
condemning.  Remember,  my  friends, 
you  Americans  are  Afrikaaners  to  the 
world.  Remember  the  mote  in  your  own 
eye.’  ” 

After  the  two-week  visit,  each  study 
participant  was  asked  to  write  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  action  and  share  it  with  someone 
else  in  the  study  group  before  leaving, 
Mr.  Nash  said. 

His  own  covenant  included  a  promise 
to  share  his  new-found  knowledge  with 
as  many  groups  as  possible,  to  become 
more  active  in  anti-apartheid  action 
such  as  protest  groups  in  the  United 
States  and  to  take  time  to  appreciate  the 
"small  things”  he  learned  to  do  without 
in  South  Africa  such  as  clean  drinking 
water. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


Woman  practices 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

SHREVEPORT,  La. -When  the 
Rev.  John  Fellers  became  senior  min¬ 
ister  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here  five  weeks  ago,  he  knew 
he  was  in  for  some  new  experiences 
leading  one  of  United  Methodism's 
10  largest  churches. 

But  he  never  bargained  for  this : 

He  was  walking  through  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  the  6,000-member  church 
one  afternoon  last  week  when  he  no¬ 
ticed  a  young  woman  praying  at  the 
altar.  Naked. 

Shocked,  he  walked  halfway  down 
the  aisle  and  told  her,  “Lady,  if  you’re 
going  to  pray  in  here,  you’re  going  to 
have  to  put  some  clothes  on.” 


revelatory  prayer 

Her  clothes,  he  noticed,  were  neatly 
folded  on  the  communion  rail. 

As  he  turned  to  leave,  she  said, 
"Mister,  I  didn’t  mean  to  embarrass 
you.  I  just  wanted  to  bare  myself  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord.” 

He  told  her,  "Well,  you’ve  done 
that.  Now  get  dressed." 

Mr.  Fellers  went  to  get  another 
minister  to  help  the  unidentified 
woman  who  was  “obviously  dis¬ 
tressed,"  he  said. 

She  fled  before  they  returned. 

“Strange  things  happen  in  the  min¬ 
istry,”  he  mused.  "But  they  don’t  pre¬ 
pare  you  for  anything  like  this.” 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


Laywoman  nominated  for  top  spot 


BALTIMORE  —  Barbara  Ricks 
Thompson,  an  active  laywoman  from  the 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference,  has  been 
recommended  for  election  as  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodism’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Ms.  Thompson,  a  native  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC.,  emerged  as  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  selection  committee  among 
those  interviewed  for  the  top  office  of 
the  Washington-based  general  church 
agency. 

The  position  was  vacated  when  the 
Rev.  Woodie  White,  the  only  general  sec¬ 
retary  the  agency  had  had  since  its 
founding  in  1968,  was  elected  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy  in  July  1984. 


Ms.  Thompson  is  vice  president  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns.  She  is 
also  past  president  of  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  past  member  of  the  UMC  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  and  former 
chair  of  the  Baltimore  conference 
Council  on  Ministries. 

Ms.  Thompson  of  Silver  Spring,  Md.,  is 
a  senior  program  analyst  with  the  Inter¬ 
nal  Revenue  Service.  Her  name  will  be 
presented  at  the  commission's  March  6 
meeting  for  nomination  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  election  by 
that  body.  If  elected,  she  will  assume  her 
new  responsibilities  this  spring. 


Mission -sending  efforts  explained 


DURHAM,  N.C.  — Representatives 
from  three  mission-sending  agencies  dis¬ 
cussed  their  different  approaches  to  mis¬ 
sions  during  a  symposium  at  Duke 
Divinity  School  here  recently. 

“Jerusalem.  Judea  and  Samaria:  De¬ 
veloping  a  Theology  of  Missions  and 
Evangelism"  was  the  theme  for  the  mis¬ 
sions  symposium  sponsored  by  the  Theo¬ 
logical  Students  Fellowship  at  the 
United  Methodist-related  divinity  school. 

Panel  participants  included  Dr.  Ever¬ 
ett  L.  Hunt,  president  of  Overseas  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society;  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin, 


executive  director  of  the  newly  formed, 
unofficial  alternative  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists;  Bishop  Ole  Borgen, 
United  Methodist  bishop  of  Northern  Eu¬ 
rope  and  president-elect  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops;  Dr.  Rene  Bideaux,  deputy 
general  secretary  of  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries; 
and  Frederick  Herzog  and  Creighton 
Lacy,  Duke  divinity  school  professors. 

Each  panel  member  presented  views 
and  perspectives  of  Christian  mission. 
Lectures  were  later  presented  by  Mr. 
Macklin,  Bishop  Borgen  and  Dr.  Hunt. 
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New  Lent/Easter  Resources  Available 


A  collection  of  new  Bible  studies, 
inspirational  readings  and  other  re 
sources  to  help  celebrate  the  1985 
Lenten/Easter  season  are  now 
available  from  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House. 

UMYF  groups  are  traditionally 
known  for  preparing  meaningful 
Easter  sunrise  services  for  their 
congregations.  This  year  Graded 
Press  presents  two  worship  possibil¬ 
ities.  “On  to  Galilee”  in  the  spring 
issue  of  “UMYF  Program  Quarter¬ 
ly”  suggests  an  order  for  worship 
that  can  easily  be  tailored  to  a 
group's  talents  and  a  church's  needs. 

For  those  who  enjoy  worship 
through  drama  there’s  “My  Redeem¬ 
er  Lives”  by  Emmeline  S.  Miller  in 
the  spring  issue  of  “Youth  Teacher  & 
Counselor.” 

“Celebrate:  Christ  is  Risen!"  by 
Robert  Martin  Walker  is  the  new 
adult  curriculum  Bible  study  for 
Lent.  “The  road  we  travel  during  the 
season  of  Lent  is  the  path  from 
death  to  life,”  writes  Walker.  “It  is 


Perkins  Schedules  Television 


this  living  death  that  we  confess  dur¬ 
ing  this  penitential  season  in  order 
that  we  be  raised  to  new  life.” 

“The  Story  of  Jesus”  by  Norman 
J.  Bull  is  colorfully  illustrated  to 
help  young  readers  understand  Je¬ 
sus’  way  of  life,  his  family,  and  his 
friends  by  presenting  characters 
from  the  Bible  as  real  people. 

In  "The  Sanctuary  for  Lent,  1985” 
author  Maxie  Dunnam  offers  brief 
inspirational  devotions  on  familiar 
themes  to  encourage  each  person  to 
draw  strength  from  the  Spirit  within 
to  meet  the  demands  of  being  a 
1980s  Christian  “The  Sanctuary”  is 
excellent  for  individuals,  groups,  or 
families  who  wish  to  find  new  mean¬ 
ing  in  this  special  Christian  season. 

“Teaching  and  Celebrating  Lent- 
Easter”  by  Patricia  and  Donald 
Griggs  is  a  well-planned  workbook 
for  Sunday  school  classes  or  families 
wanting  a  deeper  understanding  of 
the  meaning  behind  the  season’s  ob¬ 
servances. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  the  official  publisher,  print¬ 
er  and  distributor  for  The  United 


Methodist  Church.  For  information 
on  costs  and  ordering  any  of  the 
above  items,  contact  the  nearest 
Cokesbury  bookstore  or  service  cen¬ 
ter. 

Electronic  Media 
Workshop  Set  For 
Trinity,  Ruston 

On  March  9,  persons  interested  in 
the  use  of  electronic  media  in  the 
local  church  will  gather  at  Trinity 
UM  Church,  Ruston.  The  hours  are 
from  10:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

The  workshop  will  consist  of 
hands  on  experience  and  the  use  of 
VCR’s  and  video  taped  programs,  lo¬ 
cal  church  productions  for  in-house 
use;  and  the  local  church  on  televi¬ 
sion-cable  or  commercial. 

Leaders  for  the  event  will  be  Rev. 
Elwood  Fleming  and  Mr.  Bennie 
Vaughn. 

Those  churches  who  are  now  in 
television  and  those  anticipating  en¬ 
tering  should  send  representatives. 


Awareness  Training  Workshop 


Dallas,  Texas  —  Perkins  School, 
Southern  Methodist  University  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  and  Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist 
Church  will  co-host  the  Television 
Awareness  Training  Workshop  planned 
Thursday  through  Saturday,  April  11-13, 
in  Dallas. 

Television  Awareness  Training,  TAT. 
is  a  comprehensive  program  which  en¬ 
ables  individuals,  families  and  teachers 
to  use  television  creatively.  The  work¬ 
shop  process  is  designed  to  assist  televi¬ 
sion  viewers  in  understanding  how 
programming  and  advertising  affects 
behavior  and  attitudes. 

Regional  events,  such  as  the  one 
planned  for  Dallas,  train  persons  who 
want  to  become  TAT  leaders  or  who  are 
interested  in  an  in-depth  skill  and  aware¬ 
ness-building  experience  focusing  on 
television’s  effect  on  values. 

Areas  of  experience  to  be  explbred 
will  include  an  overview  of  television, 
the  business  of  the  television  industry, 
violence,  stereotyping  and  sexuality,  ad¬ 
vertising  and  children,  new  technologies, 
news,  strategies  for  change,  sports,  mi¬ 
norities,  theology  and  soap  operas  and 
game  shows. 

Cost  of  the  training  is  $125,  including 
one  meal  Friday  evening.  Accommoda¬ 


tions  can  be  reserved  at  the  Hilton  Inn 
near  the  Southern  Methodist  University 
campus  for  $52  a  night,  double  or  single. 
Meals  will  be  available  in  a  campus  caf¬ 
eteria. 

Three  Continuing  Education  credits 
are  available  through  SMU  for  those  who 
complete  the  training. 

Registration  is  through  Perkins  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education.  There  is  an  applica¬ 
tion  fee  of  $25  which  applies  toward  the 
registration  fee.  The  remaining  fee  will 
be  paid  during  workshop  registration.  A 
refund  will  be  granted  if  the  Perkins 
Continuing  Office  is  notified  of  cancella¬ 
tion  by  March  31. 

Application  forms  can  be  obtained 
from  Bill  Matthews,  Associate  Director, 
Continuing  Education;  Perkins  School  of 
Theology;  Southern  Methodist  Universi¬ 
ty,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

(Television  Awareness  Training  is  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Media  Action  Re¬ 
search  Center,  Inc.  (MARC),  an 
independently  incorporated,  not-for- 
profit  organization  funded  by  grants  and 
individuals.) 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Communi¬ 
cations  Committee  is  supportive  of  TAT 
and  will  be  programming  special  events 
in  the  Conference  in  the  next  year.  Lead¬ 
ers  trained  at  Perkins  will  be  used. 


A  dribute  CJo  A  Valiant  Pastor 


(Just  one  year  ago.  a  fine  young  pas¬ 
tor.  wife  and  mother  was  struggling  to 
achieve  one  of  her  life  goals  —  to  be  an 
ordained  elder  and  a  full  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Not  too  long  af¬ 
ter  achieving  this  Pearl  Evans  left  us. 
The  following  tribute  to  her  was  written 
by  her  father-in-law.  Rev.  James  Evans. 
Sr.  Pastor  of  St.  Luke's  UM.  New  Or¬ 
leans  —  Editor ) 

Pearl  Whichard  was  raised  in  a  North 
Carolina  Parsonage.  Under  the  influence 
of  her  father’s  preaching  and  her  moth¬ 
er’s  teaching  she  felt  the  call  to  preach. 
She  was  so  young  that  she  needed  assis¬ 
tance  in  mounting  the  crate  on  which  she 
stood  to  deliver  her  first  sermon. 

She  excelled  as  a  student  in  both  un¬ 
dergraduate  and  graduate  school.  She 
was  listed  in  Who’s  Who  in  America  col¬ 
leges  and  universities.  Later  in  seminary 
more  than  one  of  her  professors  in  Duke 
Divinity  School  marveled  at  her  depth  of 
understanding  the  gospel  and  the  gifts 
that  she  brought  in  teaching,  preaching 
and  counseling. 

After  receiving  her  Master  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  degree  at  Duke,  she  was  selected  for 
advanced  study  in  counseling  there. 
While  a  student  at  Duke  Pearl  met  a 
young  theologian,  Wayne  Evans  from 
Louisiana.  Their  friendship  grew  into 
love.  They  were  married  a  few  months 
before  graduation,  in  1975. 

Pearl  and  Wayne  moved  to  Atlanta, 
Ga.  where  they  continued  their  super¬ 
vised  counseling  program  for  two  years. 
While  there  she  received  her  CPE  certif¬ 
icate.  Pearl  continued  an  additional  year 
in  the  program  as  a  supervisor.  They 
accepted  an  appointment  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  Before  returning  she 
gave  both  to  Nathan  Kirk. 

Pearl’s  first  appointment  was  as  chap¬ 
lain  in  the  Lafayette  General  Hospital. 
She  also  served  as  counselor  in  the  Cy¬ 
press  Hospital  in  Lafayette.  So,  for  the 
past  five  years  she  has  ministered  to 
people's  problems  and  responded  to  their 
needs  as  individuals  and  in  groups. 

Pearl  was  courageous.  A  few  months 
after  coming  to  Lafayette  Pearl  was 
stricken  with  a  malignancy.  But  this  did 


not  discourage  her  pursuing  high  goals. 
Before  entering  seminary,  she  served  as 
a  home  missionary  in  the  inner  city  of 
Philadelphia  for  18  months.  Later,  while 
receiving  chemotherapy  she  commuted 
more  than  a  hundred  miles  daily  for  two 
years  and  earned  a  Master  of  Social 
Work  in  L.S.U. 

Rev.  Evans  was  ordained  a  deacon  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  in  1977  and  an 
elder  in  June  1984.  Since  1983  she  served 
as  Co-Pastor  of  Davidson  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 

Although  much  of  her  time  was  spent 
in  counseling.  Pearl  desired  to  be  known 
as  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  Much  time  in 
recent  years  was  spent  in  intercessory 
prayer.  She  attributed  much  of  her  in¬ 
sight  and  discernment  to  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Because  of  this  conviction 
she  saw  the  possibility  of  growth  and 
development  with  all  she  knew,  whether 
in  herself  or  others.  She  had  the  capacity 
to  make  the  most  of  whatever  she 
worked  with,  or  whomever  she  served. 

She  gave  God  the  glory  to  attain  her 
high  calling  that  was  culminated  in  be¬ 
coming  a  member  in  full  connection  in 
our  church. 


Letter  To  The  Editor 

Dear  Mr.  Fleming: 

A  deep  concern  has  arisen  in  many  of 
us  for  those  in  the  Sanctuary  Movement 
who  were  indicted  (in  four  cities)  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  Some  of  us  have  written  them  to 
show  our  deep  concern  and  solidarity 
with  them  in  their  mission  of  compas¬ 
sion. 

Others  may  want  to  write  them.  Mes¬ 
sages  may  be  sent  through  Ms.  Leslie 
Pitre,  546  Bienville  House,  B.R.  70806. 

For  further  information  on  the  Sanctu¬ 
ary  Movement  or  actions  being  taken  in 
Louisiana,  you  may  contact  me  at  the 
address  below. 

Thank  you. 

Margaret  St.  Amant 

4537  Gibbens  Payne  Drive 

Baker,  La.  70714 


Churches  Asked  To  Contact 
Local  NBC-TV  Stations 


On  Easter  Sunday,  April  7,  NBC-TV  will  broadcast  the  Easter  worship 
celebration  from  Wilshire  United  Methodist  Church,  Los  Angeles  (see  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist,  February  25).  The  broadcast  will  take  place  at  8 
a.m.  PST  (10  a.m.  Central  Standard  Time). 

The  NBC-TV  affiliates  located  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  are: 


KALB-TV 
P.  O.  Box  951 
Alexandria,  La.  71301 
318-445-2456 


WBRT-TV 
P.  O.  Box  14685 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70898 
504-766-3233 


KPLC-TV 
P.  O.  Box  1488 
Lake  Charles,  La.  70602 
318-439-9075 


KTVE-TV 

2909  Kilpatrick  Blvd. 
Monroe,  La.  71201 
318-329-1300 


WDSU-TV 

520  Royal  Street 

New  Orleans,  La.  70130 

504-527-0666 


KTAL-TV 

3150  N.  Market  Street 
Shreveport,  La.  71107 
318-425-2422 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  are  being  encouraged  to  call  or  write  the  NBC- 
TV  station  in  their  area  and  request  that  they  carry  the  Easter  service, 
according  to  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming,  Conference  Director  of  Communications. 


- Calendar - 

MARCH,  1985 

1  CCOM  Budget  Meeting,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m. 

1  World  Day  of  Prayer 

1-31  In-Parish  Visit  of  both  1st  and  2nd  yr.  Candidates  for  Full  Connection 

2  License  to  Preach  School,  Wall  UMC,  Clinton  &  Trinity,  Ruston 

6  Conference  Council  Directors,  Dallas 

6  Board  of  Directors  for  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

7  Executive  Committee,  SCJ,  Dallas 

7  Revitalization  Planning  Session,  Headquarters  Building  10:00  a.m. 

8  Conference  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.  10:00  a.m. 

8-  9  Youth  Service  Fund,  North,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Minden  (7  p.m. 

on  8th  until  3:00  p.m.  9th) 

8-10  Jurisdictional  Youth  Conference,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

9  Electronic  Media  Training  Event,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

10-11  Mission  Interpretation  Event  for  each  District,  Sponsored  by  the 

BGM  Promotion,  Education  Cultivations  Committee 

12  Local  Pastors  Spring  Interview,  FUMC-Baton  Rouge,  BR-H,  BR-L, 

NO-S,  NO-H  and  L^ke  Charles  districts 

13  Local  Pastors  Spring  Interview,  FUMC-Alexandria,  Alexandria,  Mon¬ 

roe,  Ruston  &  Shreveport  districts 
13-14  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.  —  10:00  a.m. 

15-16  St.  Assembly  Mtgs.  of  Church  Women  United,  New  Orleans 

15-16  District  Coordinators  of  Youth  Meeting,  FUMC-Alexandria  (Begins 

7:00  p.m.  on  15th  and  ends  3:00  p.m.  on  16th) 

17  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

19  Revitalization  Planning  Session,  FUMC  Alexandria  10.00  a.m. 

21  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees,  12  noon 

22-23  UMW  Conference-wide  Retreat 

22-23  Youth  Service  Fund,  South,  Istrouma,  Baton  Rouge  (7  p.m.  on  22nd 

until  3:00  p.m.  on  23) 

22-24  Jurisdictional  Singles  Adult  Ministry  Meeting,  Lakeview,  Palestine, 

TX 

25  Baton  Rouge— Lafayette  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Wesley  Foun¬ 

dation  Bldg.,  7:00  p.m. 

26  UM  Foundation  Meeting,  Camelot  Club,  Baton  Rouge,  12:00  noon 

27  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.  —  10:00  a.m. 

29  Annual  Conference  Trustees,  Headquarters  Bldg. 

APRIL  1985 

1  Pre-Conference  Reports  Due 

7  Easter 

7  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

8  Interview  Pastors  &  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  Baton  Rouge- 

Hammond  &  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  Districts 

10  Interview  Pastors  and  P.P.R  Committee  with  Bishop,  New  Orleans- 

Slidell :  New  Orleans-Houma  Districts 

11  Interview  Pastors  and  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  Lake  Charles 

District 

16  Executive  Committee,  L.I.C.,  Cabinet  Rm.,  Headquarters  Bldg. 

10:00a.m. 

16  Conference  Golf  Tournament,  Toro  Hills  Country  Club,  Many,  La. 

17  Interview  Pastors  and  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  Monroe  & 

Ruston  Districts 

18  Interview  Pastors  and  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  Alexandria  & 

Shreveport  Districts 

19-20  Conference  on  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean  Trinity  Church, 

Ruston  (Registration  begins  9:30  on  19th;  mtg.  will  end 
3:00p.m.  on  20th 


On  a  hill  Jar  aWay  . . . 


Lab  School  leaders  are  shown  above.  Front  row  (left  to  right):  Larry  Lewis, 
Gretna,  La.;  Nolan  Holcomb,  Galveston,  Texas;  Willis  Dear,  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  Don 
Cottrill,  Shreveport,  La. 

Second  row  (left  to  right):  Dorlis  Glass,  Dallas,  Texas;  Lylln  Guth  Craig,  Metairie, 
La.  and  Jack  Williams,  Shreveport,  La. 


New  Orleans  Lab  School 


Trains  95  Leaders 


By  BETSY  WILHITE 

Despite  the  frigid  weather,  the  Bi-dis- 
trict  Laboratory  School,  held  at  Munhol- 
land  United  Methodist  Church  on  Feb. 
1-3,  was  a  tremendous  success.  There 
were  84  Leaders-in-Training,  7  Lab 
Leaders,  and  4  task  groups  leaders  for  a 
total  of  95  in  attendance  during  the  16 ‘A 
hour  school.  These  95  represented  31  dif¬ 
ferent  churches  in  the  two  districts. 

Lab  Leaders  were  as  follows:  Pre¬ 
school  —  Lylln  Craig;  Younger  Elemen¬ 
tary  —  Dorlis  Glass;  Older  Elementary 
—  Larry  Lewis;  Junior  High  —  Willis 
Dear;  Senior  High  —  Don  Cottrill;  Young 
Adults  —  Nolan  Holcomb;  and  Adults  — 
Jack  Williams. 

Directors  for  the  Lab  School  were  Bet¬ 
sy  Wilhite,  Director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  at  Rayne  Memorial  United 


Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  and 
Terry  Webb,  member  at  St.  Matthew’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  Metairie,  La. 
Registrar  was  Dr.  David  Trickett  from 
Tulane  United  Methodist  Center,  and 
other  task  group  members  were:  Joanna 
Nelson,  Enrica  Singleton,  Ken  Irby,  Ed¬ 
die  Morgan,  Larry  Lewis,  Bob  Lawton, 
Walt  Parker,  Lylln  Craig,  James  Evans, 
and  Dean  Webb. 

We  feel  that  this  school  is  a  "new  be¬ 
ginning”  in  Education  in  the  two  New 
Orleans  districts.  All  95  people  went 
back  to  their  local  churches  with  new 
ideas,  new  growth,  new  knowledge,  and 
new  commitments.  All  in  all,  it  was  a 
tremendous  weekend. 

District  Superintendents  for  the  two 
districts  are  Rev.  Bill  Blakely  and  Dr. 
Stone  Caraway.  We  appreciate  their  in¬ 
terest  and  support. 


Retirement  Seminar  Well  attended 


Dr.  Gene  Moore,  left,  of  the  General  Board  of  Pension  is  shown  talking  with  Dr.  J. 
J.  Caraway  and  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland  of  The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Pensions 
—  Dr.  Moore  is  The  New  Louisiana  Conference  Liaison  of  the  General  Board. 


Sunday  School  Video  Tapes 

Starting  with  the  March  quarter,  the  International  Sunday  School  Lessons 
will  be  available  for  teachers  on  videotape.  Dr.  Bert  Scott,  of  Centenary 
College,  will  be  the  Presenter  for  the  March  —  May  lessons. 

A  Vt"  VHS  video  tape  containing  the  lessons  for  the  coming  month  will  be 
sent  to  these  churches  requesting  them.  The  only  charge  will  be  for  postage. 

The  new  program  will  be  coordinated  through  the  Conference  Office.  Pro¬ 
duced  at  Shreveport,  the  tapes  will  be  dubbed  and  sent  to  the  subscribing 
churches  from  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Henning  Memori¬ 
al,  Sulphur,  and  the  Ponchatula  UM  Church.  Funding  is  being  provided  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship;  Rev.  Robert  Potter,  Sulphur;  and  Rev. 
Henry  Bowdon,  Lake  Charles.  Mr.  Walter  Parker,  of  Ponchatula,  will  assist 
with  the  dubbing. 


SUBSCRIPTION  TO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  VIDEOTAPES 

CHURCH _ _ _ 

ADDRESS  - - 

TELEPHONE  NUMBER _ 

PERSONS  RESPONSIBLE  IN  LOCAL  CHURCH _ 


We  agree  to  return  the  videotape  after  each  month  for  future  taping,  or  buying 
it.  (YES) _ 

We  understand  that  we  are  responsible  for  the  postage  (YES) - - 

Return  Form  to:  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS 

THE  CONFERENCE  OFFICE 
527  NORTH  BOULEVARD 
BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA  70802 
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Menking  Appointed 
To  Perkins 

Dr.  Stanley  J.  Menking  assumed  duties 
as  Director  of  Continuing  Education  and 
the  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  1.  1985. 

Dr.  Menking  comes  to  Perkins  from 
the  Theological  School  at  Drew  Universi¬ 
ty,  where  he  was  Associate  Dean.  He 
directed  the  funds  campaign  to  establish 
the  National  Archives  Center  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  was  also 
responsible  for  the  Continuing  Education 
program  at  Drew. 

A  graduate  of  Lon  Morris  College, 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  and 
Drew  University  School  of  Theology, 
Menking  served  for  eleven  years  as  Min¬ 
ister  of  Mission  at  the  Haddonfield  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  and  as  pastor  of 
churches  in  the  Southern  New  Jersey 
Conference  between  1954-66.  He  has 
authored  three  books,  numerous  articles, 
and  has  been  on  his  Conference  delega¬ 
tion  to  Jurisdictional  Conference  since 
1976. 

Dr.  Menking  and  his  wife.  Betty,  who 
is  originally  from  Houston,  have  three 
children,  Bonner,  Stewart  and  Stephanie. 
Betty  has  taught  home  economics  and 
directed  a  department  at  Drew. 

- Death - 

Henry  L.  Johns,  88,  died  February  22, 
at  Monroe,  La.  A  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  Rev.  Johns  is  survived 
by  his  widow,  Persis  Means  Johns,  who 
resides  in  Monroe. 


Our  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering  goes  to  work  in  a  variety  of  ministries 
in  Honduras.  One  such  program  is  the  Comisidn  de  Desarrollo  y  Emergencia 
(CODE),  which  supports  socioeconomic  development  of  communities  and 
assists  in  emergency  situations.  Although  agriculture  is  the  main  source  of 
livelihood  for  the  people  of  Honduras,  malnutrition— especially  among  children 
—remains  a  major  problem.  The  Comite  Evangelico  de  Desarrollo  y  Emergencia 
Nacional  (CEDEN),  a  cooperative  effort  by  churches  in  this  Central  American 
country,  is  addressing  the  hunger  crisis  through  agricultural  ministries.  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  through  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  Program  Department,  is  involved  in  these  efforts  by  CODE  and  CEDEN. 


Tech  President  Visits  Wesley  Foundation 

Dr.  F.  Jay  Taylor,  President  of  Louisiana  Tech  University,  Ruston,  was  a  recent 
speaker  at  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  Tuesday  Luncheon  Program.  During  the  lunch, 
he  visited  informally  with  the  students.  Dr.  Taylor  is  an  outstanding  photographer  and 
showed  various  pictures  of  his  travels  abroad,  commenting  on  each.  Shown  above:  Kim 
Pickett,  Dr.  Taylor,  Tony  Hodges,  Tish  McFillen,  Ann  Burnett  and  Arne  Aamodt,  Vice 
President  of  Wesley  Foundation  in  charge  of  the  Tuesday  Luncheon  Program. 
Reverend  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr„  is  the  campus  minister. 


Local  Church 
Guidelines 
Now  Available 


Try  Alligators 


Recently,  I  had  the  high  privilege 
of  dedicating  the  beautiful  new  facili¬ 
ty  of  the  Squyres  United  Methodist 
Church  near  Lake  Charles.  The  ac¬ 
complishments  of  that  congregation 
should  be  noted  by  all  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist.  They  are  worthy  to  be 
emulated. 

Following  the  service  there  was 
good  fellowship  and  a  table  laden 
with  delicious  food.  Greeting  mem¬ 
bers  and  visitors  prevented  my  get¬ 
ting  to  the  food  table  as  quickly  as  I 
would  have  liked  so  a  very  gracious 
man  brought  me  food  and  drink.  “The 
meat,”  he  said,  “is  alligator.  I  hunted 
it  and  barbecued  it  myself.  Will  you 
eat  it?”  I  had  never  tasted  alligator 
but,  almost  without  thinking,  I  replied 
“yes,  indeed,”  and  I  did. 

I  must  tell  you  that  barbecued  alli¬ 
gator  is  delicious.  It  is  a  white  meat 
similar  to  chicken  and  it  has  a  mar¬ 


velous  texture,  flavor,  and  taste  (at 
least  the  way  he  prepared  it). 

Now  I  am  not  suggesting  to  all  pas¬ 
tors  and  congregations  that  you  eat 
alligator,  but  I  am  suggesting  that 
you  be  willing  to  try  new  ideas,  new 
programs,  new  orders  or  worship, 
new  music,  new  daily  work  schedules, 
new  approaches  to  preaching,  new 
concepts  of  pastoral  ministry  and 
evangelism,  new  disciplines  and  prac¬ 
ticing  the  holy  habits  of  the  spiritual 
life,  new  ways  to  improve  your  rela¬ 
tional  skills  with  people,  new  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  continuing  education,  etc. 

New  is  not  necessarily  better,  but 
old  is  not  necessarily  better  either. 
Try  alligator!  If  you  dislike  it,  no 
harm  is  done.  If  you  like  it,  you  will 
want  more. 


Feasting 
oiu  the 
VflVIjuiiuT 


UMW  Retreat  Leaders  Named 

Leaders  for  the  March  22-24  Retreat  for  Louisiana’s  United  Methodist  Women  are 
shown  above;  Louise  Thomas,  bottom  left;  Betsy  Wilhite,  bottom  right;  and  Mary  Lou 
Blakeman,  top  right. 

The  registrar  reports  that  the  retreat  has  reached  its  capacity  attendance,  but 
women  throughout  the  conference  are  encouraged  to  join  as  "At  Home  Retreatants” 
by  mailing  their  names  and  addresses  to  Ola  Fisher,  P.O.  Box  686,  Clinton,  La.  70722, 
along  with  $2.00  to  receive  materials  to  be  used  at  home.  The  officers  and  staff  have 
asked  the  conference  to  remember  the  Retreat  and  its  participants  in  prayer  as  they 
study  and  celebrate  “Feasting  on  the  Manna."  at  the  Methodist  Seashore  Assembly 
Grounds  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi. 


Using  1984  EMLC  funds  from  the  gen¬ 
eral  church’s  priority,  the  Ethnic  Minor¬ 
ity  Local  Church  Committee  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  met  at  Wesley  UM 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  to  consider  re¬ 
quests  and  make  appropriations. 

Roger  Lathan,  Director  of  Special 
Ministries  for  the  Conference  and  Chair 
of  the  committee,  announced  that  the 
1984  funds  represented  the  30%  of  the 
Conference's  giving,  which  was  returned 
for  state  and  local  projects.  Under  the 
old  formula,  70%  remained  with  the 
general  church  for  EMLC  ministries  and 
projects.  Rev.  Lathan  also  reminded  the 
committee  that,  by  General  Conference 
action,  the  new  quadrennium  will  see 
50%  of  the  Conference’s  EMLC  funds 
staying  in  Louisiana. 

With  $29,130  available,  the  committee 
evaluated  seven  requests.  Five  need 
more  information  or  clarification.  The 
two  approved  were:  the  Spanish  Ministry 
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of  New  Orleans  —  $4000;  and  $1500  to 
St.  Paul  UM  Church,  Monroe  (Robert  S. 
Murray,  pastor),  for  children’s  programs 
and  ministries.  In  addition,  $5880  was  ap¬ 
proved  for  scholarships  for  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  seminary  students.  The  grants  are 
$240  per  semester  per  student. 

The  committee  also  suggested  some 
new  policy  items.  Special  request  forms 
will  now  be  used  for  all  institutions  and 
ministries  requesting  funds.  The  forms 
will  be  based  on  needs-assessment 
and  accountability. 

Members  of  the  EMLC  Committee  are 
shown  above  as  they  met  at  Wesley  UM 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  February  23.  Pic¬ 
tured  counter-clockwise  are:  Dr  Doug 
McGuire  (back  to  camera).  Matt 
Kawasaki,  Queen  Green,  Inez  Chrisen- 
tery,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan  and  Dr.  Phil  Woodland.  Rev.  El- 
wood  Fleming,  photographer,  was  also 
present. 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 


Guidelines  for  local  church  leaders  re¬ 
flecting  changes  made  by  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  are  now  available 
through  Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

“Guidelines  for  Leadership  in  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Church,”  are  produced  to  help  indi¬ 
viduals  responsible  for  the  admin¬ 
istration  and  programs  of  their  local 
church.  Three  new  booklets  have  been 
added  this  quadrennium  bringing  the 
total  to  30. 

The  new  titles  include  “Guidelines  for 
the  Administrative  Council,”  ‘‘Guide¬ 
lines  for  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,” 
and  "Guidelines  for  the  Local  Church 
Historian." 

Many  of  the  booklets  begin  with  a 
"How  to  get  started”  section.  Job  de¬ 
scriptions  are  included  to  help  church 
leaders  and  committee  members  identi¬ 
fy  their  basic  responsibilities  and  rela¬ 
tionships,  develop  plans  for  carrying  out 
their  work,  aid  in  team  building  and  or¬ 
ganization  for  ministry,  and  locate  addi¬ 
tional  resources. 

The  entire  set  of  guidelines  may  be 
purchased  in  a  three-ring  binder  for 
$36.75.  Cost  without  the  binder  is  $27.95. 
The  price  of  individual  booklets  is  $1 
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Mission  Interpretation  Events 
In  Every  District 
Sunday  and  Monday 
March  10-11 


Higher  Education 
Team  Visits  Liberia 


By  DR.  NANCY  M.  CARRUTH 

Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  invited  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  to  come  to  the 
Liberian  Annual  Conference  and  consult 
with  them  concerning  the  possibility  of 
building  an  institution  of  higher  learning 
in  the  country  of  Liberia.  As  chairperson 
of  the  Division  of  Higher  Education  I 
was  one  of  the  four  members  of  the 
group  that  made  this  trip.  It  was  surely 
one  of  the  most  interesting  experiences  I 
have  undertaken. 

We  flew  from  New  York,  non  stop  to 
Monrovia  and  were  met  there  by  Frank 
Horton,  a  missionary  from  West  Virginia 
who  serves  as  the  Liberian  Council  Di¬ 
rector.  The  presence  of  soldiers,  every¬ 
where  is  the  first  impression  you  get  of 
Liberia  since  it  is  a  military  state.  We 
were  housed  at  the  Ducou  Hotel,  up  on  a 
bluff  overlooking  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
While  there  we  visited  several  of  our 
United  Methodist  projects.  The  College 
of  West  Africa  (which  is  actually  a  high 
school,  not  a  college);  Phebe  Hospital 
(run  jointly  by  the  Methodist,  Episcopa¬ 
lians  and  Lutherans),  Pele  Literary  Cen¬ 
ter  and  Gbarnga  Theological  Seminary. 

It  is  at  the  latter  that  our  own  Ester 
Hammond  serves  and  we  were  able  to 
get  in  a  couple  of  short  visits  with  her 
She  is  so  well  loved  there  and  doing  such 
an  important  task.  The  President  of 
Gbarnga  is  Daniel  Brewer,  a  graduate  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M.U.  He  is 
one  of  the  bright  young  ministers  that 
will  be  furnishing  leadership  to  his  Con¬ 


ference  in  the  years  ahead.  Ernestine 
Smith,  the  President  of  the  College  of  West 
Africa  is  a  native  of  Vidalia,  La.  who  has 
spent  her  life  in  Liberia  and  became  a 
citizen  of  that  country 

My  one  regret  was  that  I  did  not  get  to 
visit  with  Dorothea  Brown  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  girls’  hostel  in  Monrovia. 
We  were  also  granted  an  interview  with 
Ambassador  Swing,  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Liberia.  This  was  a  most  interesting 
time.  He  is  optimistic  about  the  economy 
of  the  country.  I  found  it  to  be  much  in 
need  of  educational  facilities  but  at  the 
same  time,  I  am  concerned  about  the 
feasibility  of  building  them.  They  have 
only  two  institutions  of  higher  learning, 
the  government  owned  University  of  Li¬ 
beria  and  the  Episcopal  owned  Cutting- 
ton  College.  These  can  not  possibly  take 
all  the  high  school  graduates  —  only 
about  one  in  eighteen  can  find  a  place. 

The  few  I  met  who  have  managed  to 
come  to  the  U.S.  on  scholarships  for  their 
education  confirm  my  conviction  that, 
given  the  opportunity,  there  is  nothing 
the  Liberian  Annual  Conference  could 
not  attain.  I  shall  watch  with  great  inter¬ 
est  the  progress  of  this  request  from  Li¬ 
beria  and  I  am  thankful  for  the 
opportunity  to  have  been  a  part  of  its 
initial  study. 

(Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  led  the  Louisiana 
delegation  at  the  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conferences  of  1984  She  is  a 
'member  of  the  Bunkie  United  Methodist 
Church.) 


Video  Program  Depicts 
Louisiana  Conference  In  Mission 
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The  two  pictures  above  are  but  sever¬ 
al  taken  during  the  videotaping  of  the 
special  presentation  for  Mission  Educa¬ 
tion  Days  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
March  10-11.  The  videotape,  which  will 
be  shown  at  each  of  the  nine  district 
meetings  will  include  the  ministries  of 
Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital,  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home  of  New  Orleans, 
The  People’s  Community  Center,  The 
Lafon  Home,  the  Spanish  Ministries  of 
New  Orleans,  The  Methodist  Children's 
Home  of  Ruston  and  The  Retired  Minis¬ 
ters’  Homes. 

On  The  Back 

More  Video  Shots 

What  Is  Worship? 

Persons,  Churches 
and  Events 

New  Teachers’  Pin 


In  the  top  photo  above.  Chaplain  Paul 
Durbin  of  Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital 
is  shown  visiting  a  patient.  In  the  lower 
photo.  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel  is  shown  with 
her  son  Frank  by  the  van  donated  for  the 
Spanish  Ministries.  They  have  just  made 
a  call  on  the  Gonzales  family,  recent 
refugees  from  Nicaragua,  who  are  part 
of  Marta's  parish. 
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UMs  should  clarify  hospital  ties  Readers  respond  to  6  Wait  a  minute’  editorial 
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In  recent  months  the  Hospital  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  America  has  made  a  successful 
offer  to  purchase  one  United  Methodist- 
related  hospital  and  requested  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  a  similar  proposal  to  buy 
another  (see  UMR,  Feb.  8,  March  1). 

United  Methodist  health  and  welfare 
officials  say  that  more  church-related 
hospitals  are  likely  to  receive  similar 
offers  from  HCA  and  other  for-profit 
corporations. 

Annual  conference  officials  who  do  not 
anticipate  efforts  to  purchase  their  hos¬ 
pitals,  however,  are  likely  to  be  caught 
off  guard  by  the  interest  in  their  facili¬ 
ties.  Those  officials  may  also  find  them¬ 
selves  hampered  by  legal  uncertainties. 

That  is  particularly  true  in  those  con¬ 
ferences  that  have  tended  to  take  for 
granted  their  relationship  with  confer¬ 
ence-related  hospitals  and  other  health 
and  welfare  institutions. 

In  some  cases,  the  financial  success  of 
church-related  hospitals  has  lulled  con¬ 
ference  leaders  into  a  “hands  off”  atti¬ 
tude:  If  it  isn’t  broken,  don’t  fix  it.  In 
other  cases,  the  press  of  more  urgent 
concerns  has  blunted  needed  attention  to 
the  conference’s  responsibility  for  its 
hospitals. 

■  Whatever  the  reasons,  many  annual 
conferences  unintentionally— and  some¬ 
times  unknowingly— have  ceased  to 
•  have  meaningful  relations  with  medical 
facilities  bearing  the  cross  and  flame 
symbol  of  United  Methodism. 

As  a  result,  annual  conferences  fre¬ 
quently  lack  the  understanding  and  ca¬ 
pability  to  deal  responsibly  with  poten- 
'  tially  lucrative  offers  from  corporations 
in  the  market  for  profitable  businesses. 

It  would  be  unfortunate  if  the  church 


were  to  lose  its  identity  with  its  hospitals 
because  of  carelessness  or  inattention. 
That  is  especially  so  in  light  of  the  his¬ 
toric  relationship  Methodism  has  had 
with  many  of  our  nation’s  finest  health¬ 
care  facilities.  And  our  mandate  as 
Christians  includes  being  in  ministries  of 
compassion,  including  the  ministry  of 
healing. 

We  believe  annual  conference  lead¬ 
ers— lay  and  clergy— would  be  wise  to 
have  their  conference’s  relationship  to 
all  its  health  and  welfare  ministries 
clarified. 

Questions  that  should  be  answered  in¬ 
clude: 

Who  represents  the  conference  on  the 
boards  of  trustees  of  the  respective  insti¬ 
tutions,  including  related  hospital  direc¬ 
torates?  How  are  such  persons  selected? 
What  required  percentage  of  the  trustee 
membership  is  United  Methodist  and 
conference  appointed? 

What  control  does  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  have  over  proposals  to  sell  the  in¬ 
stitution— or  to  purchase  others?  What  is 
the  liability  of  the  annual  conference  for 
the  institution’s  financial  affairs?  How  is 
the  institution  required  to  report  to  the 
annual  conference,  and  how  seriously  do 
conference  members  take  those  reports? 

Perhaps  most  basic  of  all,  each  annual 
conference  should  make  a  conscious  de¬ 
cision  about  whether  it  wishes  to  contin¬ 
ue  relations  with  its  hospitals  before  an 
outside  organization  offers  to  buy  them. 
Such  a  decision  should  not  be  based  on 
financial  considerations  alone.  Those  ac¬ 
tions  should  be  based  on  what  best  pro¬ 
motes  our  priority  as  the  church  to  bring 
healing,  both  spiritual  and  physical,  to 
the  widest  possible  portion  of  a  suffering 
world. 


There’s  more  to  it  than  60  minutes 


A  daily  newspaper  religion  writer  in 
Ohio  got  some  national  attention  a  few 
years  back  about  his  Monday  “critical  re¬ 
views”  of  local  church  worship  services. 

The  technique  George  Plagenz  used 
was  simple:  As  a  stranger,  he  simply 
walked  into  the  church  of  his  choice  on 
Sunday  morning.  He  noted  how  friendly 
or  unfriendly  the  folks  there  were.  He 
made  some  observations  about  the  music 
and  the  sermon.  Then  he  wrote  his  "re¬ 
view”  for  Monday’s  paper. 

He  rated  churches  on  a  “star”  system, 
with  12  stars  being  the  top.  Most 
churches  in  Cleveland  and  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  he  has  worked,  seemed  to 
enjoy  the  attention,  particularly  if  they 
scored  high  on  the  "star”  system.  One 
church  even  put  out  a  big  sign  reading, 
“Approved  by  George  Plagenz.” 

We  find  no  problem  with  Mr.  Pla- 
genz’s  church-rating  system.  In  fact,  we 
find  it  mildly  entertaining. 

But  Mr.  Plagenz  recently  was  quoted 
as  making  one  observation  that  ought  to 
.  cause  churches  to  sit  up  quickly  and  do 
•  their  own  self-review. 

Mr.  Plagenz  said,  "The  main  idea  of 
church  criticism  is  to  make  the  churches 
;  more  aware  of  the  importance  of  public 
worship.  If  the  worship  services  are  done 
poorly,  the  church  has  no  way  to  redeem 
itself.  A  church  has  approximately  60 
minutes  a  week  to  show  the  public  what 
it’s  all  about— and  if  it  fails,  the  church 
fails.” 

Admittedly,  those  of  us  in  the  church 
should  regard  the  public  worship  service 
.  as  an  important  time.  Worship  is  among 
.  the  most  important  opportunities  we 
.  have  to  proclaim  and  respond  to  the 
.  message  of  Christ. 

But  any  church  that  buys  into  Mr.  Pla- 
,  genz’s  argument  that  it  has  only  60  min- 
.  utes  a  week  "to  show  the  public  what  it’s 
.  all  about”  will  be,  in  our  opinion,  a  zero- 
star  church. 

What  about  mid-week  Bible  study? 
Running  a  food  pantry  for  the  communi- 
.  ty?  Visiting  in  hospitals  and  nursing 
.  homes?  Providing  child  care  for  working 
.  mothers?  And  on  and  on. 

No,  any  church— repeat,  any  church— 


has  168  hours  a  week,  52  weeks  a  year 
“to  show  the  public  what  it’s  all  about.” 

If  Mr.  Plagenz  or  any  of  us  wants  to 
evaluate  a  church  adequately,  we  need 
to  look  at  what  happens  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  life  not  only  on  Sunday  but  Monday 
through  Saturday. 

Similarly,  if  we  want  to  promote  the 
church’s  work,  we  need  to  be  involved  in 
its  life  on  more  days  than  Sunday. 

How  many  "stars”  would  you  give 
your  church— and  yourself— not  only  for 
Sunday  morning  but  for  how  you  go 
about  the  unrelenting  business  of  the 
Gospel  throughout  the  week? 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  editorial  headlined 
"Wait  a  minute,  Mr.  President”  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  15): 

After  studying  several  commentaries 
I  believe  that  in  all  fairness  the  interpre¬ 
tation  of  Luke  14:31-32  presented  by 
President  Reagan  before  the  National 
Association  of  Religious  Broadcasters  is 
as  valid  as  any  other. 

I  am  sure  that  there  are  many  other 
interpretations  of  these  verses  that 
might  be  equally  correct.  Different  parts 
of  the  Bible  have  been  interpreted  in 
many  different  ways  throughout  history. 

President  Reagan  might  correctly  say 
that  just  as  individual  Christians  must  be 
willing  to  examine  the  costs  and  sacri¬ 
fices  of  discipleship,  so  too  must  govern¬ 
ments  and  nations  examine  the  costs  and 
sacrifices  necessary  if  they  are  to  re¬ 
main  free.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we  live 
in  a  world  that  contains  so  many  govern¬ 
ments  and  other  elements  opposed  to 
what  is  most  basic  to  our  Christian  faith. 

Regrettably,  I  have  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  we  must  continue  to  devote 
a  significant  portion  of  our  nation’s  eco¬ 
nomic  and  human  resources  to  national 
defense.  Such  is  the  nature  of  our  world. 
It  is  really  too  bad  but  necessary  if  we 
are  to  maintain  and  preserve  what  free¬ 
doms  we  have. 

I  deplore  waste,  corruption  and  greed, 
whether  it  is  in  the  Pentagon  or  the  su¬ 
permarket,  the  Congress  or  the  church. 
It  must  not  be  condoned  in  the  name  of 
“patriotism  or  defense.” 

I  also  believe  that  all  men  and  women 
do  well  to  worship  God  in  a  regular  and 
faithful  manner,  even  our  president. 

We  must  never  use  the  Bible  simply  as 
a  tool,  a  device,  for  our  own  selfish  or 
private  purposes.  Perhaps  that  is  even  a 
blasphemous  use  of  the  Word  of  God. 

President  Reagan  might  have  done 
just  that  before  the  National  Association 
of  Religious  Broadcasters.  But  in  all 
fairness  don’t  we  all  sometimes  use  the 
Bible  for  our  own  private  ends?  Perhaps 
the  Reporter  did  too  in  its  editorial. 

Carlos  Oregaria 
Los  Olmos,  Texas 

‘I  was  very  offended’ 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  lifelong  United  Methodist  and  one 
who  supports  President  Reagan’s 
“peace-through-strength”  program,  I 
was  very  offended  by  your  editorial 
“Wait  a  minute,  Mr.  President”  (see 


Here  I  Stand  _ 

It  is  not  enough 
just  to  ‘feel  good’ 
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ByTONZO  F.  BATTLES 

Time  magazine  selected  Peter  Ueber¬ 
roth,  who  was  chairman  of  the  1984 
Olympics,  as  “Man  of  the  Year.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Time,  Mr.  Ueberroth  was 
picked  for  his  role  in  helping  America 
"feel  good”  about  itself. 

I  certainly  agree  that  we  have  got  all 
the  mileage  we  can  out  of  negative  feel¬ 
ings.  Yet  somehow  I  am  not  comfortable 
with  this  new  mood  of  “feeling  good.”  I 
think  it  is  false  and  shallow. 

America  may  feel  good  about  itself,  but 
we  still  have  grave  moral,  spiritual  and 
social  problems  eating  away  at  our  na¬ 
tional  fabric.  One  cannot  wave  the  flag, 
strike  up  the  band,  set  off  a  thousand 
balloons  and  cover  up  our  national  fail¬ 
ures  and  needs.  All  is  not  well  in  our 
homeland. 

I  listen  to  the  radio,  and  I  hear  the 
“moral  theology”  of  country  music.  Over 
and  over  we  are  told:  "If  it  feels  so  right, 
how  can  it  be  so  wrong?”  We  are  told 
that  morality  and  ethics  are  simply  mat¬ 
ters  of  personal  feelings.  If  it  feels  good, 
go  for  it. 

The  professional  TV  preachers  are 
preaching  a  gospel  of  good  feelings.  We 
are  told  that  if  we  will  only  believe  in 
Jesus  and  trust  the  Lord,  then  we  shall 
all  have  health  and  wealth  and  happiness 
forever. 

We  need  to  look  deeper  than  good  feel¬ 
ings.  Some  things  are  wrong,  even  if  we 
do  feel  good  about  them.  We  ought  to 
feel  guilty  about  some  things.  Good  feel¬ 
ing  is  not  a  reliable  guide  in  the  moral 
and  spiritual  realm. 


King  David  broke  all  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  in  a  wild  spring  of  passion 
and  violence.  Then  one  day  the  old 
prophet  caught  up  with  him  and  said: 
“You  are  the  man."  What  did  David  do? 
Did  he  say:  "But  it  can’t  be  so  wrong  if  I 
feel  so  good”? 

No.  Rather  he  said:  “Have  mercy  on 
me,  God.  ...  I  know  my  transgressions, 
and  my  sin  is  ever  before  me.”  David 
knew  that  he  had  made  a  terrible  mess 
of  things.  He  was  ready  to  be  honest  with 
God. 

We  must  become  similarly  honest. 
Factors  other  than  "feeling  good”  must 
go  into  our  perceptions  of  our  moral, 
spiritual  and  social  responsibility.  Among 
other  things,  we  should  not  ignore  revela¬ 
tion,  reason,  tradition  —  or  God. 


I  fear  that  our  national  mood  of  good 
feelings  is  rooted  on  false  premises.  Our 
well-being  is  not  merely  a  question  of 
how  we  feel.  It  is  a  deeper  question  of 
“how  does  God  feel  about  us?” 

It  is  time  that  Americans  got  honest 
with  God  and  faced  up  to  their  responsi¬ 
bility  to  Him.  What  God  wants  us  to  do 
and  to  be  may  not  always  be  clear. 

But  we  must  always  struggle  with 
God’s  will  and  God’s  way.  We  must  come 
to  terms  with  God  in  the  moral,  the  spiri¬ 
tual,  the  ethical  and  the  social  realm. 
Otherwise  we  are  walking  on  quicksand, 
even  if  we  feel  good  about  it. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Lonzo  F.  Battles,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC. 
Woodward.  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  con¬ 
ference). 


UMR,  Feb.  15). 

If  you  honestly  believe  President  Rea¬ 
gan  was  wrong  in  his  use  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures  to  support  his  positions,  you  are 
certainly  allowed  that  belief. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  would  be 
in  a  much  better  position  if  it  would  start 
to  minister  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  peo¬ 
ple  and  leave  the  demagogic  liberal  edi¬ 
torials  and  policies  to  the  proper  secular 
arenas. 

I  would  also  remind  you  of  Matthew 
7:1  when  you  start  to  feel  too  pious: 
“Judge  not,  that  ye  not  be  judged.” 

Leland  Paul  Butler 
Bonne  Terre,  Missouri 

Editorial  ‘right  on  target’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial,  "Wait  a  minute,  Mr. 
President"  on  Feb.  15,  was  right  on  target. 

It  is  inexcusable,  especially  for  a  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  nation,  to  twist  the  Word  of 
God  to  his  own  purposes  and  doubly  so 
for  political  purposes.  And  for  the  chief 
executive  of  the  most  powerful  nation  on 
earth  to  do  so  reveals  abysmal  ignorance 
of  scriptural  understandings  and  is  a 
prostitution  of  that  which  is  holy. 

Walter  N.  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Letter  was  ‘belittling’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  amazed  at  the  belittling  and  ar¬ 
rogant  letter  you  sent  President  Reagan 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  15).  Surely  the  time  has 
come  for  someone  who  reads  the  Report¬ 
er  to  speak  out  against  the  constant  criti¬ 
cism  and  opposition  to  our  president’s 
policies  we  find  in  your  paper. 

I  feel  sure  Mr.  Reagan  understood 
perfectly  the  purpose  of  the  parable  he 
quoted  (that  one  must  count  the  cost  of 
serving  Jesus). 

But  Jesus  did  use  the  example  of  what 
a  king  must  do  before  he  goes  to  battle 
an  enemy,  for  He  knew  that  sometimes  a 
king  (or  nation)  is  forced  into  battle  by 
an  aggressor  and  that  king  (or  nation) 
had  better  take  stock  as  to  whether  he  is 
strong  enough  to  win.  (A  fitting  example 
for  Mr.  Reagan  to  use  under  today’s  cir¬ 
cumstances!) 

Jesus  seemed  to  imply  that  if  the  “one 
coming  against”  this  king  had  twice  as 
many  men  as  the  king,  he’d  better  not  go 
to  war  until  he  was  as  strong  as  the 
enemy. 

Perhaps,  if  we  spent  the  time  in  pray¬ 
er  for  our  president  that  we  spend  in 
fault-finding,  we’d  all  be  better  off. 

As  a  United  Methodist,  I’m  not  proud 
of  your  letter.  z  Nesbut 

Comanche,  Texas 

Thanks  for  eloquent  letter 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  thrilled  to  read  the  editorial/ 
open  letter  to  President  Reagan  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  15). 

The  newspaper  reports  of  that  speech 
infuriated  me.  But  I  passed  up  the 
chance  to  compose  a  letter  for  our  local 
papers.  Thank  you  very,  very  much  for 
your  eloquent  commentary.  It’s  too  bad 
that  he  undoubtedly  will  never  read  it! 

Martha  McKnight 
Plainfield,  Indiana 

Wait  a  minute,  Mr.  Editor 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  Feb.  15  is  headlined 
“Wait  a  minute,  Mr.  President.”  Well- 
wait  a  minute,  Mr.  Editor! 

You  seem  to  be  out  on  a  limb  in  an 
area  where  you  are  expected  to  demon¬ 
strate  a  high  degree  of  expertise.  You 
have  interpreted  a  passage  from  Scrip¬ 
ture  as  you  presumably  have  been  taught 
and  as  your  reasoning  leads  you. 

Well  and  good.  In  our  Methodist  heri¬ 
tage,  it  is  expected  of  us  that  we  use  our 
minds  and  that  we  avoid  unquestioning 
acceptance  of  unbending  dogma. 

The  trouble  lies  in  the  dogmatic  man¬ 
ner  in  which  you  present  your  view. 

Interpretations  of  Luke  14:28-32  con¬ 
tained  in  "The  Abingdon  Bible  Commen¬ 
tary”  and  in  the  “Interpreters  One-Volume 
Commentary  on  the  Bible”  differ  and  re¬ 
quire  some  interpretation  themselves. 
While  they  don’t  contradict  that  offered 
in  your  editorial  (which  is  at  least  un¬ 
equivocal),  it  is  apparent  that  the  same 
parable  might  be  used  to  illustrate  more 
than  one  lesson. 

Have  you  respected  the  president’s 
right  to  read  and  understand  as  his  rea- 
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'cause  therd  nothin' 
Tcan  do 
to  match.  it/// 


©  IV»‘MD  ur  nrj^/fKty 


soning  leads  him?  Surely  he  deserves  a 
more  understanding  and  less  condemn¬ 
ing  treatment  than  your  "open  letter." 

Replete  with  buzz  words  such  as 
“weapons  buildup”  (that  or  something 
similar  used  six  times),  your  letter  plain¬ 
ly  reveals  an  editorial  bias.  Your  state¬ 
ment  that  “as  Christians”  you  were 
deeply  offended,  sounds  Pharisaical  and 
is  reminiscent  of  a  remark  by  the  unsuc¬ 
cessful  candidate  for  vice  president, 
Geraldine  Ferraro,  evaluating  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  the  president's  Christianity. 

Let  not  the  Reporter  editorial  staff 
members  forget  that  President  Reagan 
is  their  president  and  deserves  respect. 
As  citizens  and  journalists  enjoying  the 
free  and  democratic  society  of  the  U.S.A., 
they  should  reflect  seriously  before  they 
censure  the  champion  of  their  rights  and 
privileges. 

Freedom  of  religion  and  of  the  press, 
protected  by  the  First  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  are  among  the  basics  of  our 
republic. 

If  democracy  is  to  survive  anywhere 
in  the  world,  it  will  be  because  leaders 
like  President  Reagan  understand  the 
necessity  for  a  strong  defense  so  the 
forces  of  freedom  can  prevail  over  those 
who  would  destroy  democracy. 

Richard  W.  Eddy 
Great  Falls,  Montana 

Scripture  misuse  inexcusable 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  headlined 
"Wait  a  minute,  Mr.  President”  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  15)  concerning  President 
Reagan’s  address  to  the  religious  broad¬ 
casters. 

I  too  was  embarrassed  and  angry 
about  the  address.  It  demonstrated  a 
biblical  illiteracy  and  was  profanity  at 


its  worst.  The  president  surely  has  a 
right  to  his  religious  and  political  con¬ 
victions.  However,  to  take  a  text  out  of 
Context  and  ignore  all  the  rest  of  the 
biblical  message  to  defend  the  largest 
arms  buildup  in  history  is  inexcusable 
and  almost  obscene. 

Indeed,  Christians  and  Jews  deserve 
an  apology.  I  wouldn’t  hold  my  breath. 

George  W.  Burgin 
O’Fallon,  Missouri 

Thank  God  for  president 

To  the  Editor: 

The  president’s  address  to  the  Nation¬ 
al  Religious  Broadcasters  also  no  doubt 
offended  all  left-wing,  liberal  factions. 
Some  day  all  of  you  may  wake  up  to  the 
realization  that  you  can't  negotiate  with 
the  Soviet  Union  except  from  a  position 
of  strength. 

As  a  lifelong  Methodist,  I  am  gratified 
that  we  have  a  Christian  in  the  White 
House  who  has  proved  to  the  Christian 
community  that  he  supports  voluntary 
school  prayer,  pro-life  and  anti-porno¬ 
graphic  concerns. 

I  suggest  you  reflect  a  bit  and  thank 
Almighty  God  that  we  have  a  president 
dedicated  to  Christian  principles  who 
earnestly  lends  an  ear  to  those  who 
elected  him  to  office. 

George  W.  Sanberg 
Dallas,  Texas 

President  answered  criticism 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  your  critical  open  let¬ 
ter  to  our  president  in  the  Feb.  15  issue,  I 
trust  you  heard  his  answer  to  your  criti¬ 
cism  at  his  press  conference  Feb.  21. 

How  true  his  words  that  the  Bible  is 
the  guide  book  for  the  problems  of  the 
day.  I  am  proud  that  our  president  pub¬ 
licly  recognizes  this  truth  about  God’s 
word-  Eva  K.  Logue 

Penney  Farms,  Florida 

Both  of  you  are  wrong 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Feb.  15  editorial  statement  that 
Luke  14:31  should  not  be  used  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  arms  race  is  wrong.  But 
President  Reagan’s  use  of  this  parable  to 
justify  the  arms  race  is  obscene. 

It  is  a  parable  that  when  correctly  in¬ 
terpreted  calls  for  an  application  of  hu¬ 
mility  to  preserve  peace.  The  situation  of 
both  the  United  States  and  Russia  is  the 
same  as  that  of  the  king  in  the  parable. 

To  go  to  war  will  lead  to  destruction. 
That  is  a  situation  that  the  Prince  of 
Peace  said  is  the  time  to  look  for  an 
opportunity  to  start  talking  with  the  oth- 
er  s^e-  Arthur  L.  Brighton 

Weldon,  Illinois 
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My  Witness 

Second  step  needed  to  complete  salvation 


By  KEITH  CHESSON 

In  trying  to  make  a  difference  in  the 
world  around  me,  especially  in  the  South 
Florida  area  in  which  I  live,  my  involve¬ 
ment  in  my  home  church  sometimes  suf¬ 
fers. 

Since  I  work  with  various  ministries 
around  town  and  act  as  full-time  direc¬ 
tor  of  a  small  non-denominational  minis¬ 
try,  I  often  take  on  more  than  I  can 
handle. 

For  too  many  years,  however,  I  was  a 
typical  “church  attender”  type  of  Chris¬ 
tian.  That  meant  teaching  a  Sunday 
school  class  and  attending  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice  most  weeks.  Then,  during  the  week 
that  followed,  I  lived  a  life  destined  to 
self-destruct,  with  the  emphasis  on  the 
"self"  part. 

Some  20  years  ago  I  had  taken  the 
first  step  toward  salvation,  the  step 
known  as  “repentance."  I  had  heard  the 
Word  of  God  and  had  confessed  my  need 
for  cleansing  and  salvation.  I  had  turned 
to  Jesus  as  the  One  who  had  the  Living 
Water  I  so  desperately  needed. 

He  did  what  He  said  He  would  do  as 
promised  in  I  John  1:9. 1  had  been  forgiv¬ 
en;  the  past  was  "washed  away”;  and  the 
first  step  taken.  Baptism  had  been  com¬ 
pleted  as  the  Holy  Spirit  came  into  me 
and  did  a  first-class  cleaning  job. 


My  only  problem  was  that  for  the  20 
years  that  followed,  I  never  knew  there 
was  a  second  step  needed  to  complete 
salvation. 

Three  years  ago, 
lafter  God  allowed 
I  my  world  to  crumble 
■  around  me  so  that  I 
I  finally  reached  bot- 
Itom  in  life,  my  eyes 
l(spiritual)  were 
opened.  Only  then 
did  I  finally  cry  out 

Keith  Chesson  in  total  surrender  for 
Jesus  to  become  complete  Lord  and 
Master  in  my  life. 

I  admitted  I  could  no  longer  control 
myself,  that  unless  He  took  over  100  per¬ 
cent,  I  would  not  survive.  That  night,  He 
did. 

My  problem  had  been  that  of  many 
young  believers.  I  didn't  realize  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  a  perfect  gentleman.  He 
comes  at  our  invitation  to  do  exactly 
what  we  ask  and  no  more. 

He  comes  into  a  dirty  life,  cleans  and 
sweeps  out  the  “house”  and  puts  it  in 
order.  He  then  goes  outside  the  door, 
leaving  that  house  unoccupied  and  emp¬ 
ty.  until  asked  back  in  for  more  cleans¬ 
ing  work  or  a  further  step. 

He  is  ever  ready  to  be  invited  back, 


not  only  as  a  "working  guest”  but  as 
"Lord  of  thfe  estate.”  He  does  not  assume 
ownership  until  we  turn  over  all  the  keys 
to  the  property. 

That  second  step  is  followed  by  obedi¬ 
ence  leading  to  holiness.  As  a  result,  in¬ 
describable  joy,  peace,  long-suffering, 
patience,  kindness  and  all  the  other  gifts 
only  the  Spirit  of  God  can  give  come  into 
one’s  life. 

To  you  who  have  taken  the  first  step 
and  know  the  healing  of  God’s  water  and 
the  cleansing  He  performs,  I  encourage 
you  not  to  hesitate  in  completing  your 
salvation.  Take  that  second  step,  allow¬ 
ing  Jesus  by  His  Spirit  to  become  Lord  in 
your  life. 

Jesus  meant  what  He  said  to  Nicode- 
mus  in  John  3:5:  “Unless  a  man  is  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter 
the  kingdom  of  God.” 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Keith  Ches¬ 
son.  is  a  member  of  the  Norland  UMC  in 
Miami.  Florida  (Florida  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness"  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Setting  up  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  maintaining  a 
church-related  pre¬ 
school  or  day  care  cen¬ 
ter  is  just  plain  hard 
work.  You  know  that. 

But  The  Church-Related 
Preschool  can  make 
that  job  a  lot  easier  for  " 
you.  It's  the  resource 
you've  been  looking 
for — practical,  step-by- 
step  advice  for  workers  and  administrators  on  how  to 
make  the  preschool  program  a  thriving  part  of  your 
church.  And  it  additionally  offers  invaluable  insight 
into  how  common  human  and  bureaucratic  conflicts 
in  the  preschool  can  be  anticipated  and  resolved.  The 
Church-Related  Preschool  is  the  latest  Griggs  Educa¬ 
tional  Resources  book.  Order  today!  Just  $7.95,  paper, 
ISBN  0-687-08334-6 


Also  available: 

Weekday  Ministries— an  attractive  line  of  supplies 
especially  created  for  preschools  and  day  care 
centers! 


Order  Irom  your  Cokesbury  Bookstore  or  Service  Cemer  Published  by 

Abingdon  Press 

The  Book  Publishing  Department  o!  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
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Membership  goal  unit 
vows  Slot  just  numbers’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ATLANTA-An  eight-year  goal  of 
doubling  the  membership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  must  be  more  than  “a 
statistical  game,”  the  committee  guiding 
the  work  agreed  here  recently. 

"We  want  the  effort  to  be  missional— 
extending  the  Christian  community  to 
people  in  their  need  for  Christ,”  said 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  of  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  "We  want  to  build  a  missional  base 
of  concern  for  people  and  not  numbers.” 

Bishop  Wilke  was  elected  to  chair  the 
committee  named  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  to  oversee  the  effort.  Other  offi¬ 
cers  chosen  by  the  14-member  panel 
were  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
vice  chairperson;  and  Roger  L.  Burgess, 
general  secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  secretary. 
Membership  of  the  committee  in¬ 


cludes  the  president  and  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Boards  of  Discipleship,  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  three  bishops,  and  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  denomination’s  theological 
schools. 

The  goal  of  20  million  members  by 
1992  was  set  by  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Present  membership  of  the  denom¬ 
ination  is  approximately  9.8  million, 
with  slightly  under  9.4  million  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico,  and  the 
remainder  in  Europe,  Africa  and  the 
Philippines. 

In  their  discussions  here  committee 
members  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  on 
ethnic  minority  populations,  formation 
of  new  congregations,  the  Wesleyan 
“class  meetings"  as  a  way  to  extend  a 
sense  of  community  within  existing  con¬ 
gregations  and  "an  aggressive  strength¬ 
ening”  of  educational  programs. 


Religious  leaders  angered 
over  deportations,  arrests 


Bishop  Richard  Wilke 


Publishing  House  offers 
free  ‘church  starter  kit’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Necessities  for  United 
Methodist  churches  and  new  Sunday 
Schools— hymnals,  bulletins,  offering  en¬ 
velopes,  curriculum  and  record  forms— 
are  being  offered  free  to  fledgling  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  and  church 
school  programs. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  in  an  effort  to  assist  with  the  1984 
General  Conference  goal  of  doubling 
church  membership,  is  offering  a  starter 
kit  of  free  basic  materials  for  newly- 


organized  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions. 

In  addition,  churches  launching  new 
Sunday  School  programs  also  may  re¬ 
ceive  curriculum,  charts  and  other  re¬ 
sources  free  from  the  publishing  house. 

Robert  K.  Feaster,  publishing  house 
president  and  publisher,  said  the  assis¬ 
tance  programs  are  designed  to  support 
Sunday  School  extension  efforts  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  other 
general  church  agencies. 


Minister  declines 
PUSH  invitation 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BOSTON-The  Rev.  Charles  R.  Stith, 
pastor  of  Union  United  Methodist  Church 
here,  has  declined  an  invitation  by  the 
Rev.  Jesse  L.  Jackson  to  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Chicago-based  civil  rights  or¬ 
ganization  PUSH  (People  United  to  Save 
Humanity). 

He  did,  however,  accept  a  position  on 
the  organization’s  national  board. 

Mr.  Stith,  who  has  been  pastor  of 
Union  UMC  for  six  years,  announced  his 
decision  to  remain  in  his  Boston  congre¬ 
gation  during  a  Sunday  worship  service. 
"I  was  flattered  by  the  offer  due  to  my 
profound  respect  for  Je^e  and  for 
PUSH,"  Mr.  Stith  told  the  Reporter. 

During  his  pastorate  in  Boston,  Mr. 
Stith  has  been  active  in  voter  registra¬ 
tion,  in  seeking  commitments  from  ma¬ 
jor  corporations  in  the  city  to  increase 
their  hiring  of  minorities  and  in  rebuild¬ 
ing  bridges  between  black  and  Jewish 
communities. 

— SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


South  African  church  leader  suspended 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK-The  Rev.  Allan  Boesak, 
a  leading  South  African  opponent  of  his 
nation’s  apartheid  policies  of  racial  sep¬ 
aration,  has  been  suspended  from  his  du¬ 
ties  while  a  church  panel  investigates  his 
relationship  with  a  female  church  work¬ 
er,  according  to  press  reports. 

Dr.  Boesak,  president  of  the  World  Al¬ 
liance  of  Reformed  Churches  and  a  min¬ 
ister  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Mission 
Church  of  South  Africa,  cannot  perform 


pastoral  duties,  preach  or  distribute 
communion  under  the  suspension. 

After  rumors  linking  Dr.  Boesak  with 
Dianne  “Di”  Melanie  Scott  appeared  in 
the  Jan.  11  edition  of  the  Johannesburg 
Star,  South  Africa’s  largest  daily,  Dr. 
Boesak  initially  denied  the  reports.  But 
several  weeks  later  he  told  supporters  at 
a  public  meeting  in  Cape  Town  that  he 
had  had  a  “relationship"  with  Ms.  Scott. 
He  did  not  specify  its  nature. 

Dr.  Boesak,  38,  a  high  official  in  the 


mixed-race  branch  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  is  classified  as  "coloured”  under 
South  African  law;  Ms.  Scott,  30,  a  for¬ 
mer  employee  of  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches,  is  white.  Ms.  Scott 
is  divorced;  Mr.  Boesak  is  married  and 
the  father  of  four  children. 

Under  South  African  law,  sexual  rela¬ 
tions  between  persons  of  different  races 
are  illegal,  but  church  officials  have  said 
they  are  concerned  ?rbout  the  moral,  not 
the  legal,  implications  of  the  situation. 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  A  broad  cross-section 
of  the  nation’s  religious  leaders  have  tak¬ 
en  to  Congress  their  distress  at  the  depor¬ 
tation  of  refugees  from  Central  America 
and  arrests  of  sanctuary  workers. 

More  than  200  ministers,  priests  and 
rabbis,  including  at  least  seven  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  the  heads  of  sev¬ 
eral  other  Protestant  denominations, 
have  signed  a  petition  asking  an  investi¬ 
gation  of  federal  infiltration  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement  and  the  subsequent 
arrest  and  deportations. 

"We  are-  asking  Congress  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  persecution  of  the  sanctuary 
movement  and  stop  illegal  deportation 
of  refugees,”  the  Rev.  Gustav  Schultz  of 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  told  a  news  conference 
at  the  United  Methodist  Building  here 
Feb.  28. 

"Sanctuary  is  not  an  issue  of  civil  dis¬ 
obedience,”  the  auxiliary  bishop  of  the 
Association  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches  said.  “We  are  saying  that  polit¬ 
ical  refugees  are  guaranteed  political 
asylum,  and  this  is  guaranteed  not  only 
by  international  law,  but  by  our  own  do¬ 
mestic  law.” 

Congress  asked  to  investigate 

Specifically,  the  petitions  call  on  the 
House  Judiciary  subcommittee  on  civil 
and  constitutional  rights  to  investigate 
federal  moves  in  January  against  reli¬ 
gious  sanctuaries.  In  those  strikes,  16 
U.S.  citizens  were  indicted  and  60  refu¬ 
gees  taken  into  custody. 

A  Guatemalan  family  which  had  been 
given  sanctuary  by  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Germantown,  Pa.,  and  was  ar¬ 
rested  in  January,  was  in  Washington  Feb. 
28  at  the  invitation  of  Rep.  Bob  Edgar  (D- 
Pa.).  They  told  their  story  in  an  open  hear¬ 
ing  on  Capitol  Hill.  Earlier  that  day, 
Kathy  Flaherty,  an  indicted  sanctuary 
worker  from  Tucson,  Ariz.,  recounted  her 
arrest  at  the  news  conference. 

Joining  her  in  meeting  with  the  news 
media  were  the  religious  leaders  from 
California  to  Georgia,  including  Bishop 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel  of  United  Methodism’s 
Washington  Area,  and  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Duffey  of  the  Louisville  (Ky.)  Area,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops. 


Three  bishops  urge  action  on  Nicaragua 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops’  delegation  which  recently 
went  to  Nicaragua  has  sent  an  urgent 
plea  to  all  bishops. 

In  a  packet  received  last  week,  all 
UM  bishops  were  asked  individually  to 
fight  the  Reagan  administration’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  support  more  violence  against 
Nicaragua. 

"I  pleaded  for  individual  action 
now,”  Bishop  C.P.  Minnick,  coordinator 
of  the  delegation,  told  the  Reporter  in 
explaining  why  the  message  was 
mailed  to  the  other  bishops. 

“It  might  be  too  late  if  we  wait  until 
the  council  meeting  in  April  to  deal 
with  our  recommendations  as  an  entire 
council.”  The  delegation  visited  Nica¬ 
ragua  in  January  (see  UMR,  Jan.  25 
and  Feb.  1  and  15). 

The  delegation's  recommendations 
deal  almost  entirely  with  issues  of 
peace.  (See  related  story  on  this  page 
for  questions  raised  about  human 
rights  issues.) 

Report  not  official 

A  week  earlier,  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  president,  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
of  the  Ohio  East  Area,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  no  report  would  be  released 
until  the  entire  council— which  autho¬ 
rized  the  delegation— acted  on  it  at  its 
regular  April  meeting. 

But  Bishop  Minnick  of  the  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  Area  told  the  Reporter  last  week 
some  action  is  needed  now,  especially 
in  light  of  the  renewed  public  pressure 
by  President  Reagan  for  more  military 
aid  to  Nicaraguan  rebels. 

The  request  for  individual  bishops’ 
action  came  from  the  three  bishops 
who  went  to  Nicaragua:  Bishops  Min¬ 
nick,  Ernest  T.  Dixon  of  the  San  Anto¬ 


nio  Area  and  Kenneth  Hicks  of  the 
Kansas  Area. 

Their  22  pages  reporting  what  they 
heard  and  saw  in  Nicaragua  and  five 
pages  of  conclusions  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  have  no  official  standing  until  the 
Council  of  Bishops  reviews,  perhaps 
modifies  and  acts  on  them,  council 
president  Bishop  Thomas  said. 

Bishop  Thomas  said  he  finds  it  "quite 
appropriate”  for  the  three  bishops  to 
ask  their  colleagues  to  contact  their 
congresspersons. 

As  an  example  of  what  the  delega¬ 
tion  is  asking  bishops  to  do,  Bishop 
Minnick  cited  the  North  Carolina  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  It  is  sending  a  delega¬ 
tion  to  Washington  to  talk  to  each  of 
that  state’s  members  of  Congress,  ask¬ 
ing  them  to  oppose  President  Reagan's 
request  to  Congress  for  $14  million 
more  in  aid  to  rebels. 

Delegation  recommends 

The  three  bishops  stated  these  find¬ 
ings  in  their  report: 

(1)  “People  of  Nicaragua  through 
hours  of  Bible  study  have  received  a 
new  vision  of  what  they  ought  to  be  and 
can  be  as  children  of  God.” 

(2)  “We  are  convinced  that  there  is 
no  suppression  or  persecution  of  reli¬ 
gion.” 

(3)  “Military  force  cannot  bring 
peace  to  Nicaragua  and  will  not  drive 
the  Sandinistas  to  their  knees.” 

(4)  “If  the  present  war  continues  . . . 
American  men  and  women  may  even¬ 
tually  die  in  a  Vietnam-type  war." 

The  three  bishops  are  making  the 
following  recommendations  and  asking 
the  Council  of  Bishops  to  adopt  them: 

(1)  "Oppose  the  United  States  being 
involved  in  the  brutal  conquest  of  a 
small  nation  which  is  attempting  to  af¬ 


firm  its  right  of  self-determination  and 
to  correct  injustices  of  the  past.” 

(2)  "Join  in  fervent  prayer  each  day 
that  peace  will  be  established  in  Nica¬ 
ragua.” 

(3)  "Actively  become  involved  in  ef¬ 
forts  to  find  a  nonviolent  solution  to  the 
dangerous  situation  in  which  all  of  us 
now  find  ourselves.” 

(4)  "Call  upon  the  U.S.  president  and 
Congress  to  reconsider  the  recent  with¬ 
drawal  from  the  (bilateral)  Mansanilla 
talks." 

(5)  "Persuade  the  president  and  Con¬ 
gress  to  give  U.S.  support  to  the  Conta- 
dora  peace  initiatives  (advanced  by 
other  Latin  American  nations).” 

(6)  "Protest  strongly  against  any 
U.S.  support  of  contra  (rebel)  activity 


which  is  now  bringing  torture,  terror 
and  death  to  many  innocent  civilians.” 

(7)  “Call  upon  the  president  and  Con¬ 
gress  to  stop  all  efforts  to  destabilize 
and  cause  the  collapse  of  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  government.” 

(8)  “Urge  and  support  the  organizing 
of  peace/study  tours  to  Nicaragua." 

The  bishops  concluded  their  report 
by  saying:  “We  would  remind  ourselves 
and  others  that  in  our  work  to  achieve 
peace  we  who  are  followers  of  Jesus, 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  must  not  resort  to 
war  and  weapons  of  death  and  destruc¬ 
tion.  As  Christian  peacemakers  we 
must  use  our  skills  of  international  di¬ 
plomacy  and  strategies  for  peace 
which  are  consistent  with  Christian 
love  and  justice.” 


UM  caucus  wants  pledges 
on  rights  in  Nicaragua 


MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— Listening  to  a  question  with  members  of  a 
United  Methodist  bishops’  delegation,  are  two  leaders  of  a  large  pastors’ 
organization  that  has  distanced  itself  from  the  Sandinista  government: 
the  Rev.  Saturnino  Cerrato  (right),  president,  and  the  Rev.  Felix  Rosales 
(second  from  right),  executive  committee  member.  A  religious  liberty 
group  has  asked  the  bishops  to  find  ways  to  aid  such  organizations.  United 
Methodists  in  the  photo  are,  from  the  left:  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of  the 
Kansas  Area,  Bishop  Ernest  Dixon  of  the  San  Antonio  Area  and  Arkansas 
layman  Don  L.  Riggin.  united  Methodist  news  service  photo 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

An  unofficial  United  Methodist  cau¬ 
cus  has  called  on  all  UM  bishops  not 
only  to  pursue  peace  in  Nicaragua  but 
to  work  toward  strengthening  religious 
and  political  pluralism  there. 

The  United  Methodists  for  Religious 
Liberty  and  Human  Rights  caucus  is¬ 
sued  its  call  in  an  open  letter  sent  to  all 
bishops. 

It  noted  that  a  Council  of  Bishops 
delegation  to  Nicaragua  quickly  ex¬ 
pressed  opposition  to  U.S.  violence 
against  Nicaragua  (see  related  story  on 
this  page). 

But  the  bishops  haven't  spoken  about 
what  the  church  can  do  to  help  advance 
the  cause  of  human  rights  and  liberty 
under  the  Sandinista  government  in 
Nicaragua,  the  letter  said. 

The  caucus  is  a  committee  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  in 
Washington  D.C.  Organized  about  a 
year  ago.  the  caucus  wrote  the  resolu¬ 
tion  that  was  adopted  by  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  as  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  detailed  stance  on  religious 
freedom. 

The  three  bishops  in  the  delegation  to 
Nicaragua  issued  a  27-page  report 
which  includes  some  of  the  human 
rights  problems  it  encountered.  Its  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  action  relate  to 
peace  and  don’t  include  suggestions  for 
dealing  with  the  human  rights  prob¬ 
lems. 

The  caucus  letter  cautioned  the  bish¬ 
ops  against  opposing  aid  to  Nicaraguan 
rebels  without  also  supporting  nonvio¬ 
lent  groups  in  that  country  which  try  to 
remain  independent  of  the  government. 
That  “will  be  viewed  as  little  more 
than  a  Sandinista-support  effort,  de¬ 
void  of  concern"  for  Nicaraguan  reli¬ 
gious  leaders. 

"We  now  await  your  views  and  rec¬ 
ommendations  about  our  own  church 
involvement  in  Nicaragua,"  the  letter 
stated. 

The  caucus  said  United  Methodist 


agencies  support  only  organizations 
that  are  tied  to  the  Sandinistas.  And  the 
UM  agencies  fail  to  help  other  organi¬ 
zations”  that  are  struggling  to  main¬ 
tain  their  autonomy  (from  the 
government)  and  badly  need  our  help." 

Signatories  of  the  caucus  letter,  Diane 
Knippers,  David  Jessup  and  the  Rev. 
Edmund  W.  Robb,  acknowledged  that 
pluralism  continues  to  exist  in  Nicara¬ 
gua. 

But  they  said  the  very  existence  of 
religious  and  other  organizations  with 
stances  different  from  the  Sandinistas 
is  tenuous  in  a  nation  with  leaders  who 
are  "Marxist-Leninist.” 

“The  question  for  United  Methodists 
is:  How  can  the  U.S.  churches  strength¬ 
en  the  emergence  of  Nicaraguan  plu¬ 
ralism,  especially  religious  freedom, 
and  contribute  to  the  future  well-being 
of  the  Nicaraguan  people?"  the  letter 
said. 

The  religious  liberty  caucus  saluted 
the  bishops'  delegation  for  being  the 
first  U.S.  church  delegation  ever  to 
meet  with  the  large  National  Council  of 
Evangelical  Pastors  in  Nicaragua.  It 
suggested  giving  United  Methodist  aid 
to  that  council  which  actively  has  dis¬ 
tanced  itself  from  the  Sandinistas  and 
from  some  groups  which  United  Meth¬ 
odists  help  fund.  (Nicaragua  has  no 
Methodist  churches.) 

Leaders  of  the  pastors’  council  asked 
the  bishops’  delegation  during  its  visit 
for  financial  help.  Bishop  C.P.  Minnick 
gave  them  his  card  and  told  them  to 
send  him  a  detailed  grant  proposal 
which  he  would  send  to  the  appropriate 
agency.  He  told  the  Reporter  last  week 
he  hasn’t  heard  from  the  council  lead¬ 
ers. 

The  caucus  said  the  bishops  should 
recognize  that  aiding  "independent  re¬ 
ligious  groups  or  pro-democratic,  non- 
Sandinista  organizations  is  fully  com¬ 
patible  with  opposing  U.S.  government 
aid”  to  the  rebels. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Other  leaders  present  included  Bishop 
Frank  Murphy  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  Baltimore;  Rabbi  Irwin 
Blank,  past  president  of  the  Synagogue 
Council  of  America;  the  Rev.  James  An¬ 
drews.  stated  clerk  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.);  Sandra  Mitchell  Caron, 
moderator  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Association;  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Teegar- 
den,  general  minister  and  president  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  and  the  Rev.  Avery  Post,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

Bishop  Duffey  in  an  interview  with 
United  Methodist  News  Service  under¬ 
lined  the  point  made  by  Bishop  Schultz. 

“I  would  urge  us,"  he  said,  "to  consid¬ 
er  carefully  the  distinction  between 
breaking  the  law  and  seeking  enforce¬ 
ment  of  existing  law 

Due  process  called  for 

“There  are  some  people  who  indicate 
that  sanctuary  is  breaking  the  law  inten¬ 
tionally  in  the  sense  of  civil  disobedience.  I 
think  a  broader  understanding  would  be 
that  the  movement  as  represented  (here) 
is  to  insist  that  the  provisions  of  the  1980 
immigration  law  be  enforced  fairly,  equi¬ 
tably  and  in  due  process.” 

Bishop  Yeakel  raised  the  question  of 
constitutional  guarantees  against  illegal 
search  and  seizure,  as  well  as  freedom  of 
speech,  assembly  and  religious  practice 

"You’ve  heard  of  the  infiltration  of  the 
work  in  Arizona,"  he  told  reporters. 
"Government  agents  did  infiltrate  a 
church  meeting,  wearing  microphones. 
They  attended  prayer  groups  and  Bible 


studies.  It  is  hard  to  understand  what 
evidence  of  illegal  activity  would  be 
coming  from  such  groups." 

Dr  Andrews  said  that  the  "refugee  ac* 
of  1980  is  being  violated  by  the  Justice 
Department."  He  asserted  that  churches 
will  continue  to  press  this  "moral  issue” 
until  it  is  on  the  conscience  of  the  nation. 

Rep.  Edgar,  the  only  United  Methodist 
minister  in  Congress,  said  that  bills  had 
been  introduced  in  both  the  House  and 
Senate  to  give  special  immigration  sta¬ 
tus  to  refugees  from  El  Salvador  and 
suspend  for  about  two  years  the  deporta¬ 
tion  of  Salvadorans  who  have  entered 
the  United  States  illegally.  Such  suspen¬ 
sions  of  deportation  are  allowed  for  ref¬ 
ugees  from  Afghanistan,  Ethiopia,  Uganda 
and  Poland,  he  said. 

The  congressman  promised  efforts  to 
address  the  same  problems  faced  by 
Guatemalan  refugees. 

Federal  authorities  generally  have 
taken  the  position  that  persons  fleeing 
Central  America  have  done  so  for  eco¬ 
nomic  reasons  and  therefore  are  not  en¬ 
titled  to  a  special  status  as  political 
refugees. 

The  1984  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  'encourage(d)  congregations 
who  take  seriously  the  mandate  to  do 
justice  and  to  resist  the  policy  of  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
by  declaring  their  churches  to  be  ‘sanc¬ 
tuaries'  for  refugees  from”  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  and  Latin  America.  Another  resolution 
called  for  “a  massive  effort  in  education, 
mission  and  witness  concerning  the  plight 
of  Central  America.” 


Bishop  promises  ongoing 
fight  against  apartheid 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NORTH  CANTON,  Ohio  —  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas  of  United  Methodism's 
East  Ohio  Area,  who  describes  himself 
as  not  a  "demonstrating  person,”  has 
pledged  to  use  his  voice  and  presence  as 
well  as  contact  with  legislators  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  anti-apartheid  protests. 

Bishop  Thomas,  president  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  was 
among  a  group  arrested  Jan.  26  in  Wash¬ 
ington  at  the  South  African  embassy 
while  protesting  that  country’s  apartheid 
polices.  He  was  interviewed  later  about 
that  experience  by  Thelma  Monbarren, 
editor  of  the  East  Ohio  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
Having  been  through  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  and  arrest,  the  episcopal  leader  told 
Ms.  Monbarren,  "I  became  more  deeply 
convinced  than  I  ever  have  been  that 
Christian  people  who  live  in  a  democra¬ 
cy  of  freedom  must  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  aid  and  abet  the  freedom 
of  people  in  South  Africa.  If  this  nation 
can  be  as  involved  as  it  is  in  Central 
America  for  reasons  that  relate  to  our 
national  self-interest,  Christian  people 
ought  to  be  equally  as  involved  in  a  na¬ 
tion  whose  human  rights  policies  go  back 
to  the  mid- 18th  century. 

“And  so  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying 
that  what  once  for  me  was  academic 
information  about  South  Africa  has  be¬ 
come  a  passion.  Now  I  am  hooked  on 
this,"  he  said. 

“People  who  do  not  see  me  as  a  dem¬ 
onstrating  person  are  correct.  That  isn’t 
my  dish,  but  when  it  has  to  be  done.  I 
will  do  it  with  everything  I’ve  got. 

“I  went  to  Washington  because  I  want¬ 
ed  to  be  a  part  of  those  concerned  people 
who  would  place  this  human  rights  issue 
at  the  top  of  the  agenda. 

"I  went  because  I  was  repulsed  by  the 
human  rights  violations  against  which 
our  nation  had  not  raised  a  voice  until 
(South  African)  Bishop  (Desmond)  Tutu 
visited  President  Reagan. 

Mission  pair 
sent  to  India 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK-The  first  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  to  be  sent  to  India  in 
13  years  left  from  England  Feb.  23. 

Ashwin  K.  Welch,  28,  and  Peggy  Louise 
Welch,  29,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  will  be  join¬ 
ing  the  staff  of  Ingraham  Institute,  a 
technical  school  in  Ghaziabad  near  Del¬ 
hi.  They  will  help  rehabilitate  physically 
handicapped  people  in  the  protected 
workshop  section  for  the  mentally  and 
auditorilly  handicapped.  Also  they  will 
start  a  program  to  train  educators  in 
their  field. 

A  year  ago  the  United  Methodist 
World  Division  asked  the  Indian  govern¬ 
ment  to  grant  visas  to  the  Welches,  but 
the  request  was  turned  down,  according 
to  Marge  L.  Mayer,  area  secretary  for 
Southern  Asia. 

Asked  why  no  missionaries  had  been 
sent  to  India  in  recent  years,  Ms.  Mayer 
said.  "It’s  not  that  we  haven’t  tried.  But 
during  a  period  of  strong  nationalism  the 
Indian  government  was  intentional 
about  developing  Indian  leadership.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  already  in  India  were  granted 
visas  to  return,  but  the  policy  was  not  to 
grant  new  visas  to  Westerners  to  do  a 
job  that  an  Indian  could  do. 

"In  recent  years  the  government  has 
shown  a  growing  concern  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  people  with  handicap¬ 
ping  conditions.  The  World  Division  is 
delighted  to  be  able  to  train  leaders  in 
this  field  and  to  develop  counseling  ser¬ 
vices.” 


Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 

"I  also  went  because  ‘constructive  en¬ 
gagement’  is  a  quiet,  dignified  but  brutal 
failure.  While  we  were  engaged  in  ‘con¬ 
structive  engagement,'  South  Africa  was 
engaged  in  a  list  of  brutalities  that 
would  shock  the  world.” 

He  quoted  Bishop  Tutu  as  saying  that 
change  will  come  before  long.  “Bishop 
Tutu,  far  from  being  the  radical  that 
South  Africa  may  think  he  is,  is  the  mild¬ 
est  person  they  will  have  to  deal  with,” 
said  Bishop  Thomas,  an  admirer  of  Bish¬ 
op  Tutu. 

“South  Africa  will  have  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  how  violent  they  want  the 
change  to  be.  No  nation  can  survive  very 
long  which  has  to  spend  so  much  of  its 
energy  on  policing  itself.” 

Bishop  Thomas  reported  that  he  has 
received  many  letters  and  phone  calls, 
only  two  of  which  have  been  scornful.  He 
also  said  he  felt  support  from  the  East 
Ohio  conference  and  elsewhere. 

Summing  up  his  feelings,  he  said,  “I 
believe  there  is  a  time  when  the  justice 
of  God  must  be  spoken  through  those  of 
us  who  proclaim  the  gospel  and  people 
must  be  told  when  it  is  enough." 

-  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


CHAPLAIN/CAMPUS  MINISTER  IN 
AUSTIN,  TEXAS.  Ecumenical  project  at  Hus- 
ton-Tillotson  College  and  University  of  Texas 
seeking  Black  minister  ordained  by  United 
Methodist  or  United  Church  of  Christ.  Appli¬ 
cations  by  April  30.  Call  (512  )  478-5693  or  write 
Wesley  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  4457,  Austin, 
TX  78756. 
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Regency  Govvns 

$2"|95  UP 

EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africo,  you  Help  people  whose  incomes 
averoge  $55  onnually  to  buy  the 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  with 
agricultural,  educational,  health  ond 
vocational  projects.  All  work  in 
USA  is  volunteer.  Orders  ore 
acknowledged,  must  be  received 
by  March  15  to  assure  delivery  by 
Palm  Sunday.  Cost:  $6  per  100: 

$3  per  50.  in  multiples  of  50. 
includes  shipping.  Include  your  street  address 
for  UPS  delivery.  Only  individualized 
palm  crosses  ovoilable; 

Inquiries  avoiloble.  Non-profit,  church  related. 

AFRICAN  PALMS,  P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832 
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New  program  invests  in  people’s  economic  development 

Ri>  chprdv  r  PiTTirnsnv  our  support  does  not  have  to  end  in  two  ■  ■■  - -  ■ 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

With  United  Methodist  funding: 

•  A  rural  family  in  Appalachia 
learns  how  to  produce  and  utilize  nutri¬ 
tional  crops  for  home  consumption; 

•  Hispanic  women  in  Calexico,  Calif., 
make  hand  crafts  and  learn  to  market 
them; 

•  Mohawk  Indians  in  Northern  New 
York  operate  a  locally  owned  lumber 
mill  that  provides  enough  wood  to  keep 
the  community  supplied,  while  creating 
significant  income  for  the  workers. 

By  "investing  in  people”  in  these  and 
other  projects,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries'  newly-launched  Com¬ 
munity  Economic  Development  (CED) 
program  "redeems”  low-income  areas 
via  funds  that  help  programs  and  busi¬ 
nesses  survive. 

Graots  and  loans  provided 

Established  nearly  eight  months  ago, 
the  economic  development  program  is 
administered  by  the  board’s  National  Di¬ 
vision.  The  program  provides  grants, 
and  loans  to  credit  unions,  cooperatives 
and  small  businesses  in  struggling  com¬ 
munities. 

It  also  provides  basic  information  to 
low-income  communities  and  local 
churches  on  how  to  start  economic  devel¬ 
opment  projects  in  those  communities. 

UM-related  and  UM-funded  communi¬ 
ty  economic  development  projects  are 
operating  in  26  ethnic  minority  and 
white  low  income  neighborhoods  across 
the  country. 

There's  a  variety  of  ethnic  groups  and 
religious  faiths  among  the  groups  funded 
by  the  community  economic  development 
program.  Noting  this  variety,  Clayton 
Hammond  II,  the  program’s  coordinator, 
said,  "Poverty  is  not  exclusively  a  United 
Methodist  problem.  If  we  are  to  be  good 
Christians,  we  should  help  others  whether 
they  are  Christians  or  not. 

"We  want  to  help  projects  that  can 
make  realistic  changes  in  their  commu¬ 
nities,”  Mr.  Hammond  said.  "The  pro¬ 
jects  must  be  locally  controlled  and 
employ  local  people.  This  way  money  is 
recycled  back  into  the  community  and 
unemployment  rates  can  be  lowered. 

Self  sufficiency  is  goal 

“Most  of  all,"  he  added,  "participants 
in  successful  businesses  gives  the  resi¬ 
dents  a  much  needed  sense  of  self  suffi¬ 
ciency. 

"Each  of  the  26  projects  will  be  fund¬ 
ed  for  the  first  two  years  of  this  qua- 
drennium.  Although  there  is  no  prear¬ 
ranged  into  time  to  cease  the  funding, 


■  support  does  not  have  to  end  in  two 
years.  However,  we  don't  want  to  create 
a  dependency.  Also,  some  of  the  projects 
are  using  our  revolving  loan  fund,  and 
they  will  pay  back  the  borrowed  funds  at 
a  rate  considerably  below  prime  inter¬ 
est,”  he  said. 

According  to  Mr.  Hammond,  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  budget  for  1985-86  is  $162,000. 
He  also  explained  that  the  program  re¬ 
ceives  the  bulk  of  its  funding  from  the 
Advance  Special,  United  Methodism’s 
traditional  method  of  "second-mile"  giv¬ 
ing.  (Most  of  the  community  economic 
development  projects  also  receive  funds 
from  Baptists,  Lutherans,  Catholics  and 
Presbyterians). 

Mr.  Hammond  stated  that  the  pro¬ 
gram's  rationale  for  helping  others  is 
biblically  related.  According  to  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  biblical  and  theological  mandate 
written  by  staff  members  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Division.  Old  Testament  prophets  be¬ 
lieved  that  poverty  and  oppression  stem 
from  the  unjust  accumulation  of  wealth 
and  power  by  a  few  at  the  expense  of 
many.  To  right  such  wrongs,  says  the 
document,  equity,  compassion,  justice 
and  responsible  stewardship  must  be  uti¬ 
lized  by  those  who  have  the  wealth. 

Churches  can  start  programs 

"If  a  church  wants  to  start  some  type 
of  economic  development  program  such 
as  a  job  training  center  or  a  housing 
cooperative  in  the  community,  the  com¬ 
munity  economic  development  program 
can  help  them  organize  and  define  the 
scope  of  their  ideas.  Usually  I  handle 
that  over  the  phone,  but  sometimes  I 
visit, "he  said. 

“If  the  idea  is  sound,  church  members 
then  need  to  organize  themselves  sepa¬ 
rately  from  the  church  into  a  legally 
incorporated  group  in  order  to  qualify 
for  the  community  economic  develop¬ 
ment’s  grants  and  revolving  loan  fund.” 

One  local  United  Methodist  church 
that  took  an  innovative  approach  to 
helping  its  community  is  in  Omaha,  Neb. 

Combining  community  economic  de¬ 
velopment  funding,  necessary  space  and 
a  needy  community  in  inner-city  Omaha, 
United  Methodist-related  Wesley  House 
and  Pearl  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  have  embarked  on  a  "marriage 
of  sorts”  according  to  Rodney  Wead,  di¬ 
rector  of  Omaha’s  United  Methodist 
Community  Centers.  Inc. 

A  basement  room  of  Pearl  UMC  will 
house  the  New  Hope  Bakery,  a  bakery 
cooperative  (similar  to  Junior  Achieve¬ 
ment)  that  will  teach  eight  young  people 
baking  and  marketing  skills  needed  to 
run  a  bakery.  Funding  for  the  equipment 
and  salaries  of  the  baking  instructor 


YOU  WERE  ROBBED 
AND  BEATEN.  NOW 
YOU  SIT  FACE  TO  FACE 
WITH  THE  OFFENDER 
TRYING  TO  TALK 
THINGS  OUT. 


Sound  paradoxical?  For  more  than  a  decade, 

Mark  Umbreit  has  directed  a  controversial  program 
that  puts  Christian  principles  to  work  with  convicted 
offenders — the  results  of  which  have  been  featured 
on  programs  such  as  NBC's  “The  Today  Show”  and 
“Hour  Magazine",  as  well  as  magazines  such  as 
Newsweek  and  Christianity  Today. 

In  Crime  and  Reconciliation ,  Umbreit 
discusses — for  the  first  time  in  book  form — the 
successes  and  failures  of  his  Indiana-based 
Prisoner  and  Community  Together  (PACT)  program, 
in  which  victim  and  offender  are  brought  together  to 
work  out  a  form  of  restitution  for  the  victim  and 
society. 


“This  book  should  be 
required  reading  for 
all  students  of 
criminal  justice 
corrections. " 

-Michael  J.  Mahoney. 
Executive  Director. 

John  Howard  Association 
for  Prison  Reform 

"It  should  be  widely 
read,  pondered,  'and 
advocated." 

-The  Rev.  Virginia  Mackey. 
National  Interreligious  Task 
Force  on  Criminal  Justice 


RECONCILIATION 
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Mark  Umbreit 


Order  today!  $7.95,  paper,  ISBN  0-687-09885-8 
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A  variety  of  community  development  projects  are  funded  under  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  new  program  (see  related  story).  Above,  a  woman  shops  in  the  hand  craft 
cooperative  in  Calexico,  Calif.  At  right,  Omaha  (Neb.)  school  superintendent  Dr. 
Norbert  Scheurman  fixes  hats  on  graduates  of  the  New  Hope  Bakery  Cooperative. 
Directly  in  front  of  Dr.  Scheurman  is  Dr.  Rodney  Wead,  United  Methodist  minister 
and  director  of  United  Methodist  Community  Centers,  Inc. 


($25,000  for  four  years)  comes  from  the 
Advance  Special.  Dr.  Wead  coordinated 
the  Omaha  public  school  system  to  pay 
participating  youths  a  salary. 

"For  the  next  four  years,  the  young 
people  will  spend  ten  hours  per  week  at 
the  bakery  during  the  school  year  and  40 
hours  per  week  there  during  vacation,” 
said  Dr.  Wead.  "These  young  people  are 
self  starters  who  are  economically  de¬ 
prived.  They  enjoy  trade  work,  but  they 
need  to  learn  about  the  business  world  if 


they  will  ever  get  ahead. 

“Our  goal  in  four  years  is  that  these 
young  people  will  have  learned  enough 
to  become^  entrepreneurs  and  can  start 
their  own  businesses  in  the  community,” 
he  said. 

City  government  involved,  too 

In  addition  to  church  involvement 
with  the  community  economic  develop¬ 
ment  projects,  city  governments  have 
joined  in.  too. 


In  Calexico  Calif.,  for  instance,  the 
city  government  has  temporarily  donat¬ 
ed  a  vacant  downtown  building  (until  it 
is  sold)  to  house  the  Valley  Cooperative, 
a  place  where  unemployed  persons  can 
learn  to  make  hand  crafts  and  also  sell 
the  crafts  they  make. 

According  to  Calexico  city  councilman 
Arturo  Rioseco,  "We  have  very  high  un¬ 
employment  here,  and  the  establishment 
of  this  cooperative  is  the  first  time  the 
city  has  addressed  the  unemployment 


problem.  The  building  was  just  sitting 
there  a  few  months  ago;  now  it  is  thriv¬ 
ing  with  activity.  The  people  there  are 
actively  engaged  in  doing  something  for 
themselves. 

"The  Valley  Cooperative  is  showing 
them  that  they  can  motivate  them¬ 
selves,"  he  said.  "And  although  they  will 
not  be  able  to  stay  there  long,  I  believe 
this  will  encourage  them  to  go  out  on 
their  own  and  maybe  start  their  own 
business." 


Relief  agencies  praised  for  fiscal  efficiency 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

EULESS,  Texas— Denominational  re¬ 
lief  agencies  usually  provide  one  of  the 
most  efficient  ways  for  Christians  to 
help  provide  assistance  in  crisis  situa¬ 
tions  like  helping  starving  people  over¬ 
seas,  the  head  of  a  charity  watchdog 
agency  said  here  recently. 

That’s  because  denominational  agen¬ 
cies  usually  don’t  have  to  deduct  admin¬ 
istrative  costs  from  contributions 
designated  to  help  people,  said  the  Rev. 
Arthur  C.  Bordon  Jr.,  executive  director 
of  the  Evangelical  Council  for  Financial 
Accountability.  Other  church  funds  usu¬ 
ally  cover  operating  costs  of  church-re¬ 
lated  relief  agencies,  he  said. 

In  addition,  denominational  agencies 
don’t  have  to  spend  money  to  find  con¬ 
tributors,  Mr.  Bordon  noted.  Church 
members  provide  a  ready  made  pool  of 
givers. 

"No  matter  who  it  is— the  Baptists, 
the  Methodists  or  some  other  denomina¬ 
tion— it  is  cheaper  to  give  through  them 
than  to  take  your  money  and  go  to  some 
place  like  Ethiopia,”  Mr.  Bordon  said. 
"It’s  more  economical  to  work  through 
even  a  poorly  run  (private)  organization 
than  to  try  to  send  direct  aid.” 

Mr.  Borden  made  these  observations 
during  a  break  in  the  accountability 
council’s  annual  meeting. 

Charities  have  responsibilities 

"We  (association  members)  have  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  help  donors  give  wisely,” 
Mr.  Bordon  said.  "Most  donors  give  from 
the  heart,  not  the  head.” 


Therefore,  he  said,  member  organiza 
tions  have  an  obligation  to  set  realistic, 
attainable  goals  and  explain  clearly  how 
they  intend  to  use  money  they  receive. 
Further,  the  philanthropic  agencies  have 
a  responsibility  to  manage  their  gifts  as 
efficiently  as  possible. 

“That’s  the  other  side  of  stewardship,” 
Mr.  Bordon  said.  "Generally  when  we 
talk  about  stewardship,  we  mean  giving. 
We  (the  council)  "say  stewardship  also 
involves  the  management  of  the  re¬ 
sources  given  to  you.” 

Before  making  contributions  to  a 
charity,  Mr.  Bordon  said  potential  do¬ 
nors  should  consider  several  factors: 

•  Is  the  relief  agency  established  and 
reputable?  “That’s  not  to  say  a  new  or¬ 
ganization  can’t  do  the  job,"  Mr.  Borden 
said.  "But  in  an  emergency  like  (the 
famine  in)  Ethiopia,  it’s  hard  to  imagine 
how  a  new  organization  could  get  set  up 
in  time  to  do  a  good  job.  The  need  there 
is  immediate.  To  meet  it,  you  would 
have  to  have  established  channels.” 

•  Does  the  organization  belong  to  the 
financial  accountability  council?  Mem¬ 
bership  doesn’t  necessarily  make  an 
agency  superior,  Mr.  Borden  stressed. 
But  association  with  the  council  based  in 
Oakton,  Va.,  shows  an  organization  has 
pledged  to  provide  full,  written  financial 
disclosure. 

•Will  the  agency  give  information 
about  its  programs,  management,  ex¬ 
penditures  and  financial  condition  upon 
request?  Mr.  Bordon  said  that  informa¬ 
tion  should  be  especially  important  to 
people  considering  large  gifts. 

“People  don’t  seem  to  feel  they  have  a 


right  to  ask  these  (accountability)  ques¬ 
tions,”  he  said.  “But  they  do  have  a  right, 
and  organizations  have  a  responsibility 
to  respond.  We  at  ECFA  feel  the  donor  is 
similar  to  a  stockholder." 

If  a  charity  is  not  one  of  the  council’s 
300  members,  givers  might  consider  us¬ 
ing  the  council’s  accountability  stan¬ 
dards  to  determine  what  questions  to  ask 
the  charity,  Mr.  Bordon  said. 

Concern  prompted  group 

Public  concern  in  1979  about  how 
some  private  "Christian”  charities  used 
contributions  prompted  formation  of  the 
accountability  council,  Mr.  Bordon  said. 
Officials  of  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelis¬ 
tic  Association  of  Minneapolis,  Moody 
Bible  Institute  of  Chicago  and  World  Vi¬ 
sion  Inc.  of  Monrovia,  Calif.,  wanted  to 
prevent  potential  contributors  from  be¬ 
coming  suspicious  of  them  or  the  organi¬ 


zations  with  which  they  worked.  There¬ 
fore,  those  three  organizations  spear¬ 
headed  formation  of  the  accountability 
council. 

"We  don’t  presume  to  speak  for  oth¬ 
ers— mainline  denominations,  Jewish  or. 
Catholic  charities  or  others  outside  the; 
evangelical  community,”  Mr.  Bordon 
said.  “The  hope  of  the  ECFA  board  in  the' 
beginning  was  that  other  sectors  of  the 
(religious)  philanthropic  community 
would  do  something  similar.  But  it  has; 
not  happened.” 

Several  organizations  unofficially  con-; 
nected  to  the  United  Methodist  Church; 
belong  to  the  council— the  "Good  News” 
caucus,  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  ip 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  and  the  American  Leprosy 
Mission.  The  unofficial  alternative  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists  has 
requested  information  about  joining,  Mr, 
Bordon  said. 


the  church  today 


UMs  to  assess  progress 
made  by  women  worldwide 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Twenty-one 
United  Methodists,  including  one  man, 
will  go  to  Nairobi,  Kenya,  in  mid-July  to 
assess  progress  made  by  women  world¬ 
wide  during  the  last  10  years. 

They  are  representatives  to  Forum  85, 
a  gathering  arranged  by  60  non-govern¬ 
mental  organizations  to  parallel  the  offi¬ 
cial  United  Nations  Conference  to  Ap¬ 
praise  the  U.N.  Decade  for  Women. 

Dame  Nita  Barrow,  internationally 
known  Barbadian  Methodist,  convenes 
the  committee  planning  the  forum. 

Forum  85,  like  the  U.N.  conference, 
will  evaluate  progress  made  on  the  goals 
of  equality,  development  and  peace  and 
formulate  strategies  looking  toward  the 
year  2000. 

The  first  U.N.  conference  on  women 
was  held  in  Mexico  City  in  1975.  The 
mid-decade  conference  was  in  Copenha¬ 
gen. 

Committee  on  “older  adults” 
elects  officers  for  study 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)- United  Method¬ 
ist  ministries  "by,  with  and  for  older 
adults"  progressed  here  recently  as  offi¬ 
cers  were  elected  to  head  a  committee 
to  be  involved  in  an  ongoing  study  of  the 
needs  of  this  age  group. 

A  Task  Force  on  Older  Adults  Minis¬ 
tries,  mandated  by  the  1984  General 
Conference,  elected  as  officers  the  Rev. 
William  Carroll  of  Tupelo,  Miss.,  chair¬ 
person;  Iona  McLaughlin  of  Gaithers¬ 
burg,  Md.,  vice  chairperson;  the  Rev. 
Frank  Williams  of  Washington  D.C.,  re¬ 
cording  secretary. 

Twenty-two  older  adults,  whose  ages 
averaged  72,  came  to  Atlanta  from  as 
far  away  as  Washington  state,  Califor¬ 
nia,  Arizona  and  New  York. 

They  organized  a  task  force  they  hope 
will  equip  older  persons  for  leadership 
roles  in  the  ministry  and  mission  of  the 


church.  They  planned  for  a  research 
committee  to  go  to  the  grassroots  and 
find  what  United  Methodists  say  is  being 
done  in  the  interest  of  older  adults  and 
what  needs  to  be  done. 

Findings  of  the  research  committee 
will  be  correlated  and  the  study  will  be 
presented  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Former  agricultural  missioner 
joins  staff  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  United 
Methodist  sociologist,  diaconal  minister 
and  former  agricultural  missionary  will 
join  the  staff  of  the  denomination’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Diaconal  Ministry  here  in  June. 

Paul  Van  Buren,  a  doctoral  candidate 
from  Ohio  State  University,  will  become 
director  of  professional  ministry  devel¬ 
opment  for  the  division  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  served  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  under  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  in  the  Philippines,  earned  his 
masters  of  Christian  Education  from 
Methodist  Theological  School  of  Ohio.  He 
also  has  a  masters  in  agricultural  educa¬ 
tion  from  Ohio  State  Univeristy  where 
he  is  working  toward  his  doctorate  in 
international  development. 


Cokesbury  offers  guidelines 
for  church  leaders 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-Guidelines  for 
local  church  leaders  reflecting  changes 
made  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
are  available  through  Cokesbury,  retail 
sales  division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

"Guidelines  for  Leadership  in  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Church”  are  produced  to  help  indi¬ 
viduals  responsible  for  the  administration 
and  programs  of  their  local  church.  Three 
new  booklets  have  been  added  this  qua- 
drennium  bringing  the  total  to  30. 


ATASCADERO,  Calif.— United  Methodist  minister  the  Rev.  Rollin  Dexter 
(right)  speaks  after  being  named  Citizen  of  the  Year  by  the  chamber  of  commerce 
here.  Among  those  paying  tribute  to  him  was  Police  Chief  Bud  McHale.  Mr. 
Dexter  is  chaplain  to  the  police  department. 

People  in  the  news 


Police  chaplain  named  town’s 

He  talks  suicidal  persons  out  of  kill¬ 
ing  themselves.  He  counsels  police  offi¬ 
cers  while  accompanying  them  on  their 
patrols.  He  is  pastor  of  a  small  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  is  also  the  1985 
Citizen  of  the  Year  in  Atascadero, 
Calif. 

He  is  the  Rev.  Rollin  W.  Dexter,  61, 
and  he  considers  himself  a  pastor  to 
the  entire  community  midway  between 
Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco. 

He  says  his  "wholistic"  approach  to 
ministry  enables  him  to  care  for  his 
congregation  in  addition  to  others  be¬ 
yond  the  church  walls. 

His  services  to  the  22-member  police 
force  include  counseling  officers  on 
work  and  family-related  problems  and 
helping  them  place  transients  in  shel¬ 
ters  in  cooperation  with  the  Salvation 
Army.  Also  he  is  on  24-hour  call  with 
the  department  to  help  officers  handle 
family  squabbles  or  suicide  attempts 
and  to  deliver  death  notices  to  family 
members. 

Mr.  Dexter  spends  about  six  to  ten 
hours  at  the  police  department  per 
month  When  he  is  not  available,  his 
"backups”  are  a  Baptist  minister  and 
an  Episcopalian  rector. 

Maggie  Rice,  executive  manager  of 
the  Atascadero  Chamber  of  Commerce 
which  made  the  selection,  told  the  Re- 


citizen  of  the  year 

porter  that  Mr.  Dexter  was  "the  popu¬ 
lar  choice"  for  the  Citizen  of  the  Year 
honor. 

“The  prime  reason  we  selected  him 
is  because  he  accompanies  the  police 
officers  to  the  sites  of  problems  and  he 
counsels  the  victims.  We  have  received 
many  letters  from  persons  he  has  coun¬ 
seled  thanking  him  for  his  help. 

"Mr.  Dexter  also  counsels  the  police 
officers,  because  they  have  very  stress¬ 
ful  jobs.  They  think  he  is  wonderful. 

"He  is  my  top  contact  for  handling 
destitute  persons,”  she  continued.  “I 
can  always  count  on  him  to  help  ar¬ 
range  food,  shelter  and  transportation 
for  such  persons. 

"Most  of  all,"  she  added,  “he  per¬ 
forms  all  these  services  free.” 

Reflecting  back,  Mr.  Dexter  said, 
"When  I  came  to  Atascadero  in  1979 
the  town  had  just  been  incorporated 
and  it  had  a  brand  new  police  depart¬ 
ment.  The  police  chief  and  I  became 
friends  and  he  asked  me  to  start  the 
chaplaincy  service.  And  I  did. 

"I  started  the  service  because  I  feel 
that  Christian  faith  should  be  involved 
in  all  aspects  of  life— personal,  social 
and  economic.  If  not  we  will  become 
theologically  schizophrenic,  because 
we  can’t  relate  to  life  as  it  really  is,”he 
said.  -SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
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Bonhoeffer 

40 years  later ,  German  continues  to  inspire  theologians ,  activitists 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service  Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Liberation  theology  is 
often  identified  with  radical  Catholic 
priests  in  Latin  America.  But  one  of  its 
modern  forerunners,  who  participated  in 
a  political  assassination  plan  as  a  means 
of  doing  the  work  of  God,  was  a  German 
Lutheran  who  was  executed  for  his  part 
in  the  political  plot  40  years  ago  this 
April. 

Phrases  like  “cheap  grace,"  “religion- 
less  Christianity,”  and  “the  cost  of  disci- 
pleship”  come  to  mind  at  the  mention  of 
Dietrich  Bonhoeffer.  Yet  many  who  use 
the  terms  fail  to  understand  the  way  the 
theologian/activist  employed  them  in  his 
life  and  writings.  Some  of  his  theological 
points  were  specific  to  his  own  time  and 
culture,  but  others  continue  to  have 
broad  application  in  Christian  thought 
and  action. 

Born  into  a  prosperous  family  in  Bres¬ 
lau  on  Feb.  4,  1906,  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 
was  the  son  of  a  psychologist  who  later 
accepted  a  post  at  the  University  of  Ber¬ 
lin.  He  was  educated  at  the  Universities 
of  Tubingen  and  Berlin  and  became  lec¬ 
turer  in  systematic  theology  in  Berlin  at 
age  24. 

He  took  a  year  of  post-doctoral  studies 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York  in  1930,  then  went  to  London  to 
pastor  a  German  congregation.  In  1935 
he  returned  to  Germany  to  head  a  semi¬ 
nary  founded  by  the  unofficial  Confess¬ 
ing  Church,  which  opposed  both  both  the 
Hitler  regime  and  the  Nazi-dominated 
official  Protestant  churches. 

Faced  two  choices 

Bonhoeffer  went  back  to  New  York  in 
1939  to  lecture  at  Union  and  considered 
remaining  in  America.  But  he  decided  he 
could  not,  and  explained  to  American 
theologian  Reinhold  Niebuhr:  “Chris- 


n 


Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 

tians  in  Germany  will  face  the  terrible 
alternative  of  either  willing  the  defeat  of 
their  nation  in  order  that  Christian  civili¬ 
zation  may  survive  or  willing  the  victory 
of  their  nation  and  thereby  destroying 
our  civilization.  I  know  which  of  these 
alternatives  I  must  choose;  but  I  cannot 
make  that  choice  in  security.” 

On  returning  to  Germany,  Bonhoeffer 
joined  the  active  resistance  and  took 
part  in  a  1943  plot  to  kill  Hitler.  He  was 
arrested  a  few  months  before  he  was  to 
be  married  and  kept  in  Tegel  prison  for 
two  years. 

When  the  fall  of  Germany  neared  in 
early  1945,  Bonhoeffer  was  transferred 
to  several  concentration  camps.  He  was 
hanged  at  Flossenburg  on  April  9,  at  age 
39.  A  few  days  later,  the  area  was  liber¬ 
ated  by  American  soldiers. 

In  the  years  since  Bonhoeffer’s  death, 


theologians  of  several  stripes  have 
claimed  him  as  a  predecessor.  Dr.  Mar¬ 
tin  Marty  of  the  University  of  Chicago 
Divinity  School  has  said  that  the  modern 
theological  world  can  be  divided  into  two 
parts,  “those  who  acknowledge  their 
debt  to  Bonhoeffer,  and  those  who  are 
indebted  but  who  obscure  the  traces  to 
their  sources.” 

Bonhoeffer’s  friend  and  biograher, 
Eberhard  Bethge,  objected  to  efforts  to 
link  him  with  the  “death  of  god”  theol¬ 
ogy  of  the  1960s  through  his  references 
to  “religionless  Christianity.”  Dr.  Bethge 
pointed  out  that  Bonhoeffer  was  a  pious 
Lutheran  who  made  a  distinction  be¬ 
tween  “religion”  and  “faith,”  viewing 
the  former  as  a  collection  of  rhetoric 
and  structures  that  hampered  modern 
people  from  an  encounter  with  Christ. 

Another  of  Bonhoeffer’s  paradoxical 
expressions  was  “holy  worldliness.”  By 
this,  he  said  he  meant  “taking  life  in 
one’s  stride,  with  all  its  duties  and  prob¬ 
lems,  its  successes  and  failures,  its  expe¬ 
riences  and  helplessness." 

Modern  liberation  forerunner 

In  the  past  decade,  Bonhoeffer’s  life 
and  writings  have  been  considered  a 
forerunner  of  modern  liberation  move¬ 
ments.  Dr.  Donald  Shriver,  president  of 
Union  Seminary,  says  Bonhoeffer’s  con¬ 
cept  of  “God’s  identification  of  people  on 
the  margin  became  one  of  the  great 
themes  of  liberation  theology.” 

Bonhoeffer  “in  effect  identified  with 
that  group  of  people,  especially  in  that 
last  year  of  prison,”  Dr.  Shriver  points 
out.  Tn  joining  the  resistance,  he  says, 
“Bonhoeffer  took  some  exception  to  his 
own  Lutheran  upbringing,"  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult,  the  German  theologian  “was  very 
much  in  a  minority.” 

Dr.  Bethge  has  commented  that  Bon¬ 
hoeffer’s  heritage  “is  felt  to  be  alive  and 
attractive  in  places  wherever  the  status 


of  the  churches  has  been  thoroughly 
changed  either  by  force  or  by  free  will, 
as  in  parts  of  Eastern  Europe,  or  maybe 
South  Korea  or  South  Africa.” 

In  1977,  when  Desmond  Tutu  was  bish¬ 
op  of  the  Anglican  Diocese  of  Lesotho,  he 
noted  that  the  “Western  world  has  all 
but  canonized  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  as  a 
modern  martyr  —  a  man  involved  in  a 
plot  to  assassinate  the  leaders  of  his 
country  and  executed  for  this  crime.” 

Legacy  lies  in  writings 

But  Bonhoeffer’s  legacy  lies  in  his 
theological  writings  as  well  as  his  politi¬ 
cal  actions.  And  it  is  here  that  evangeli¬ 
cals  as  well  as  liberal  Protestants  have 
found  a  friend.  In  his  1974  book,  “The 
Young  Evangelicals,”  Richard  Quebe- 
deaux  wrote  that  “it  is  his  profound  un¬ 
derstanding  of  discipleship  that  has  been 
especially  meaningful  for  the  Young 
Evangelicals  ...  He  affirms  that  just  as 
faith  without  works  is  dead,  so  grace 
without  discipleship  is  of  no  effect  ...  If 
C.  S.  Lewis  introduced  the  joy  of  disci¬ 
pleship  to  the  Young  Evangelicals,  Bon¬ 
hoeffer  demonstrated  to  them  its  cost.” 

One  modern  evidence  of  the  German 
theologian’s  influence  with  “young  evan¬ 
gelicals”  is  found  in  Sojourners’  publish¬ 
er.  “It  has  not  only  been  the  example  of 
the  Confessing  Church  movement  itself, 
but  also  his  emphasis  on  spirituality  and 
communality.  Taking  discipleship  seri¬ 
ously  in  this  time  is,  we  believe,  going  to 
be  costly  for  Christians.” 

As  with  Christian  martyrs  through  the 
centuries,  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  found  the 
peace  of  God  in  the  midst  of  turmoil  and 
conflict.  In  one  of  his  writings  included 
in  the  1960  collection  entitled,  “The  Cost 
of  Discipleship,”  he  advised:  “The  only 
way  to  win  assurance  is  by  leaving  to¬ 
morrow  entirely  in  the  hands  of  God  and 
by  receiving  from  Him  all  we  need  for 
today.” 


Book  Review 


Understanding  God’s  love  gained  through  divorce 


“The  Divorcing  Christian,"  by  Lewis  R.  Rambo;  Nash¬ 
ville,  Abingdon  Press.  1983. 

By  CAROLE  C.  DEILY 

“For  everything  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  for 
every  matter  under  heaven  ...”  Lewis  Rambo  uses 
the  text  that  begins  with  these  words  from  Ecclesias¬ 
tes  3:1-8  for  “The  Divorcing  Christian,”  a  personal 
description  of  his  own  divorce  and  the  understanding 
he  gained  from  the  experience. 

he  discusses  problems  divorced  people  must  face, 
both  personal  and  theological,  and  hopes  readers  may 
find  “empathy,  comfort,  challenge,  and  healing”  from 
his  book.  He  says,  “I  am  glad  that  spiritual  renewal  is 
possible  in  the  midst  of  perplexity,  guilt,  shame,  fail¬ 
ure,  and  brokenness.” 

The  author  is  sensitive  to  the  overwhelming  prob¬ 
lems  that  come  with  the  crisis  of  divorce.  He  tries  to 
point  the  way  to  working  through  them  constructively, 
if  slowly,  in  order  to  find  hopeful  options  and  new, 
better  patterns  for  living. 

Dealing  with  guilt  and  anger  and  with  placing  blame 
are  discussed.  The  author  recommends  forgiveness  as 
the  eventual  solution  to  these  negative  emotions.  He 
writes  that  “compassion  and  forgiveness  go  together” 
and  that  a  person  should  “come  to  see  that  your  former 


mate  was  as  vulnerable  and  fragile  as  you.” 

A  period  of  mourning  should  accompany  divorce.  It 
should  most  constructively  be  followed  not  by  nostal¬ 
gia,  fantasy,  or  destructive  feelings  of  regret,  guilt, 
fear,  and  hate,  but  by  self-examination  and  realistic 
hope.  Ideally,  transitions  should  come  gradually  into 
making  new  friends,  finding  a  support  group,  and  en¬ 
tering  into  a  new  relationship. 

The  author  reminds  us  that  this  period  is  a  valuable 
one,  saying,  “You  have  also  been  given  what  may  be 
the  most  likely  time  in  your  life  to  shape  it  as  you 
want.”  He  writes,  “We  need  time  to  discover  our¬ 
selves,”  and  “Growing  from  weakness  to  strength 
takes  time.” 

The  Christian,  even  in  the  darkest  moments  of  di¬ 
vorce,  must  remember  that,  “Nothing  can  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God." 

“God  can  work  through  a  reality  such  as  divorce  to 
find  us,”  Lewis  Rambo  writes,  and  “in  time  of  suffer¬ 
ing,  we  can’t  keep  God  away  or  reshape  God  to  what 
we  want:  our  defenses  are  down  and  God  gets  to  us.” 

The  author  is  a  minister  in  the  Church  of  Christ, 
where  there  is  a  tradition  of  judgment  against  and 
non-acceptance  of  divorced  people.  He  takes  exception 
to  this  idea,  saying, "The  individual  needs  to  find  ways 


to  grow  in  faith  during  this  difficult  time,  not  to  feel 
cast  out  or  abandoned”  and  “what  we  need  is  loving 
fellowship,  with  faith  enough  to  allow  us  to  express 
our  doubts,  rage,  guilt,  and  all  the  rest  of  it.  A  loving 
community  will  allow,  even  encourage  us,  to  experi¬ 
ment  with  new  possibilities,  and  help  us  feel  supported 
as  people  precious  in  the  sight  of  God.”  This  is,  in  fact, 
a  challenging  exhortation  for  any  congregation. 

Confession  and  forgiveness  and  “spiritual  house¬ 
cleaning"  may  help  some  clear  the  way  for  the  future. 
"A  solid,  maturing  spiritual  life  will  give  us  mission 
and  purpose,”  writes  the  author. 

“Divorced  people  ministering  to  the  divorced:  this 
should  be  our  special  mission  to  the  church,"  he  says. 
Recovering  from  our  former  brokenhearted  state  with 
God’s  help  makes  us  more  alert  and  sympathetic  to  the 
needs  of  others  and  to  community  and  world  problems. 

The  author  writes  that  he  has  learned  many  lessons 
from  his  experience  of  divorce.  One  is  the  value  of 
friendships;  another  is  the  satisfaction  of  finding  hon¬ 
esty  and  integrity  within  himself.  The  most  important 
is  that,  in  spite  of  life’s  complexities,  we  need  only  live 
for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  welfare  of  others. 

Ms.  Deily  is  a  free-lance  writer  in  Plano.  Texas,  and 
a  frequent  reviewer  for  the  Reporter. 


Unification  Church  sends  gift  to  300,000  ministers 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK -Many  United  Methodist 
pastors  are  receiving  “a  gift  for  you 
from  some  folks  who  care,”  from  the 
Unification  Church  headquartered  here. 

The  box  contains  two  books,  two  bro¬ 
chures  and  three  videotapes  on  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Unification  Church.  Founder 
and  spiritual  leader  of  the  church  is  the 
Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon,  who  is  serving  an 
18-month  prison  term  for  tax  evasion. 

The  gift  box  includes  two  books,  “Di¬ 
vine  Principle”  and  “God’s  Warning  to 
the  World,”  a  brochure  and  two  letters 
from  the  president  of  the  church. 

Grants  to  benefit 
‘accessible’  churches 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— “Incentive”  grants  are 
being  offered  to  50  United  Methodist 
churches  willing  to  make  their  facilities 
and  activities  accessible  to  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

Each  church  will  receive  $500,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Charles  Kellogg,  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

Selection  will  be  made  in  part  on  a 
first-come,  first-served  basis  provided 
certain  criteria  are  met.  A  church  must 
give  evidence  of  satisfactory  planning  in 
which  persons  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions  participated,  and  show  the  project 
is  part  of  a  larger  access  plan.  Other 
requirements  are  financial  need  and  evi¬ 
dence  of  congregational  involvement. 

All  grant  applications  must  be  post¬ 
marked  no  later  than  May  15. 

In  addition  to  making  facilities  avail¬ 
able  to  person  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions,  the  projects  can  aid  those  with  hear¬ 
ing  or  sight  impairment  and  help  obtain 
or  develop  church  school  and  workshop 
materials  for  mentally  retarded  or  deaf 
children  and  adults. 

Grants  are  available  only  to  United 
Methodist  churches.  Only  one  grant  Will 
be  made  to  a  local  church  or  charge. 

Churches  wishing  to  apply  for  accessi¬ 
bility  grants  may  request  an  application 
from  Mr.  Kellogg,  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Department,  Room  350,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 
Telephone  212-870-3910, 

This  is  the  fifth  series  of  “incentive" 
grants  to  local  churches. 


Contacted  by  United  Methodist  News 
Service,  a  church  official  said  the  pack¬ 
ets  are  being  mailed  to  300,000  ministers 
of  all  denominations.  “We  want  to  share 
in  a  direct  and  candid  way  who  we  are 
and  what  we  believe,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Henry  O.  Thompson,  a  re¬ 
tired  ministerial  member  of  the  Central 
New  York  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  pictured  and 
quoted  in  a  brochure  which  accompanies 
the  tapes  and  books. 

A  faculty  member  at  the  Unification 
Theological  Seminary  near  New  York 
City,  Dr.  Thompson  is  quoted  in  the  bro¬ 
chure:  “It  has  been  said  that  virtually  ev¬ 


ery  individual  item  in  Unification  thought 
has  been  a  part  of  the  Judeo-Christian 
tradition  or  the  Eastern  tradition  at  one 
time  or  another.  What  you  have  in  Unifi¬ 
cation  thought,  from  my  perspective,  is  a 
new  synthesis  of  these  ideas.” 

Dr.  Thompson,  a  native  of  Iowa,  took 
early  retirement  under  the  church’s  20- 
year  service  provision  in  1976.  He  joined 
the  Unification  seminary  in  1977  part 
time  and  began  full  time  in  1979.  He  is 
associate  professor  of  religion  and  soci¬ 
ety  and  teaches  world  religions  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  courses  in  Bible  and  ministry.  The 
seminary  has  130  students,  he  said,  and  a 
faculty  which  includes  only  two  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  Unification  Church. 

Asked  how  he  reconciles  his  Wesleyan 
heritage  with  that  of  the  Unification 
Church,  he  said,  “I  don't  think  in  those 
terms.  American  Christianity  went  to 
Korea  and  has  come  back  to  this  country 
from  Korea.  It  came  back  in  different 
forms.” 

Mr.  Moon  was  convicted  in  May  1982 
for  failing  to  pay  $150,000  in  personal 
income  tax.  The  conviction  was  upheld 
by  a  New  York  appeals  court.  He  main¬ 
tains  the  money  was  not  personal  in¬ 
come  but  church  contributions. 


Bible  meanings  obscured 
through  cultural  contexts 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

EULESS,  Texas— The  Bible  doesn’t 
say  what  many  modern  Christians  think 
it  does. 

That’s  because  most  people  today 
can’t  comprehend  the  full  meaning  of 
the  images  and  examples  in  Scriptures, 
said  David  Cummings,  president  of  Wyc- 
liffe  Bible  Translators  International,  in 
remarks  to  a  recent  meeting  here  of  the 
Christian  Ministries  Management  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

“Language  is  directly  proportional  to 
culture,”  said  the  head  of  the  Dallas- 
based  translating  organization.  “As  cul¬ 
ture  changes,  so  does  language. 

“Scripture  uses  words  of  another  cul¬ 
ture.  When  we  become  Christians,  we 
move  into  that  culture  and  learn  many 
new  words.” 

Modern  Christians  must  understand 
the  cultural  context  for  those  words  to 
comprehend  the  words'  full  meaning, 
said  Mr.  Cummings. 

For  example,  modern  reading  of 
Christ’s  command  to  go  into  the  world  to 
make  disciples  doesn’t  convey  the  inten¬ 
sity  of  that  task,  he  said.  Hebrews  of 
Christ’s  time  knew  discipleship  involved 
a  one-to-one  investment  of  time  and  in¬ 
terest  in  another  person. 

Modern  English’s  closest  parallel  to 
what  Christ  meant  would  be  the  Amway 
franchise-sale  organization,  he  said.  “We 
may  laugh  at  that,”  he  commented.  “But 


we  don’t  really  know  what  discipleship 
means." 

In  Singapore,  “disciple”  is  translated 
as  the  idiom  “one  who  knocks  at  the 
door,”  he  said.  That’s  a  reference  to  an 
apprentice. 

“When  a  young  man  wants  to  learn  a 
trade,  he  knocks  at  the  door  of  the  mas¬ 
ter  craftsman,”  Mr.  Cummings  said. 
"The  craftsman  questions  him  sternly 
about  whether  this  (career  move)  is  real¬ 
ly  what  he  wants  to  do. 

“Then  the  young  person  is  invited  in. 
He  leaves  his  family  to  live  with  the  man. 
He  hasn’t  finished  his  apprenticeship  until 
he  does  everything— cooks,  lives  and 
works— like  the  master  craftsman.” 

Mr.  Cummings  told  the  Reporter  he 
sees  the  National  Council  of  Churches’  in¬ 
clusive  language  lectionary  as  one  attempt 
to  make  biblical  imagery  conform  to  the 
understanding  of  some  segments  of  mod¬ 
ern  culture.  But  he  said  his  organization 
did  not  try  to  change  stereotypes. 

“We  want  the  same  emotive  response 
in  our  target  audience  that  the  original 
writer  wanted  from  his  target  audi¬ 
ence,”  Mr.  Cummings  said.  “It’s  our 
work  to  discover  the  semantic  value  of 
the  original  message  and  then  figure  out 
the  grammatical  way  to  express  it  for 
our  target  audience.” 

During  Wycliffe's  50-year  history,  the 
non-denominational  organization  has  re¬ 
portedly  translated  the  Bible  into  some 
800  languages. 


Russian  Baptists  fill  church 

KIEV,  Soviet  Union— The  congregation  of  Central  Baptist  Church  here  left  stand¬ 
ing  room  only  during  a  recent  Sunday  service.  European  Baptist  Fellowship  youth 
leaders  spoke  in  the  Kiev  area  during  their  meeting. 

EUROPEAN  BAPTIST  PRESS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Dear  Deborah 

Why  should  I  feel  guilty 
about  resisting  my  pain? 

Our  individual  pain  is  important  to 
God.  perhaps  more  important  than 
it  is  to  us! 

There  certainly  is  not  a  quota  of 
pain  to  be  divided  among  us  all. 
What  we  do  know  is  that  pain  is 
vitally  important  to  our  survival, 
and  we  learn  that  lesson  as  a  baby 
the  first  time  we  touch  a  hot  stove. 
Our  pain  tells  us  when  our  body  is  in 
trouble.  Great  amounts  of  pain  re * 
quire  great  attention. 

When  we  bring  this  pain,  either 
physical  or  mental  or  spiritual,  to 
God  in  prayer  for  His  help,  we  are 
not  denying  anyone  else  His  help. 
God  is  without  limitations  save  for 
those  He  imposes  upon  Himself, 
(such  as  the  granting  of  free  will  to 
his  sons  and  daughters).  That  is: 
quite  different,  in  my  mind,  to  seefe-y 
ing  help  to  win  a  game  over  another ■. 
person.  * 


Dear  Deborah: 

I’ve  always  wondered  about  prayer  in 
regard  to  pain. 

Since  pain  is  very  much  a  part  of  liv¬ 
ing,  I  feel  somewhat  guilty  in  praying 
about  my  individual  pains.  There  are  so 
many  with  much  greater  pain  or  that 
have  been  in  pain  so  much  longer. 

I  really  don’t  believe  in  asking  God  to 
help  me  win  a  game  because  that  means 
He  is  making  the  other  person  lose.  In 
the  same  light,  since  a  total  world  of  no 
pain  is  unrealistic,  should  I  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  experience  some  pain,  maybe 
a  lot  of  pain  in  my  lifetime? 

Art 

Dear  Art: 

Jesus  made  most  graphic  the  infi¬ 
nite  detailed  interest  our  God  has  in 
each  individual.  Even  the  hairs  of 
one’s  head  are  numbered!  How  can 
we,  in  the  light  of  that  revelation, 
even  for  a  moment  feel  that  our  suf¬ 
fering  is  outside  His  caring  love? 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Morning’  hymn  traced 
to  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

When  morning  gilds  the  skies, 

My  heart  awaking  cries. 

May  Jesus  Christ  be  praised! 

Alike  at  work  and  prayer. 

To  Jesus  I  repair 

May  Jesus  Christ  be  praised! 

The  hymn  was  first  sung  at  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral  in  London,  the  magnificent 
church  designed  by  Sir  Christopher 
Wren.  Copies  of  the  hymn  were  distribut¬ 
ed  to  the  congregation  in  this  new  hymn 
and  tune  in  1868. 

The  words  in  praise  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  rooted  in  a  Roman  Catholic  hymnal 
prepared  for  the  diocese  of  Wurzburg, 
Germany,  in  1828.  The  author  of  the 
German  text  is  unknown. 

Edward  Caswall,  who  translated  the 
German  hymn  into  English,  was  a 
Church  in  England  minister  who  con¬ 


verted  to  Catholicism  about  1850.  A  poet* 
and  linguist,  Mr.  Caswell  wrote  many§ 
original  hymns  and  translated  Latin  and* 
German  hymns.  He  made  the  translation.; 
of  “When  Morning  Guilds  the  Skies”  in> 
1854.  * 

Fourteen  years  later  the  hymn  ap-;-' 
peared  with  the  present  tune  by  Joseph* 
Barnby  and  then  was  sung  at  St.  Paul’s;* 
In  public  acceptance  Mr.  Barnby’s  tune- 
has  far  surpassed  all  other  tunes  that* 
have  been  written  for  this  text. 

Mr.  Barnby,  educated  at  the  Royal*’ 
Academy  of  Music,  was  one  of  the  out-^; 
standing  church  musicians  of  his  day.  He* 
served  as  organist  and  choirmaster  iiv; 
London  churches,  and  his  choirs  were* 
always  recognized  as  the  finest  in  th&* 
city.  He  was  knighted  in  1892. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"I  Need  Thee  Every  Hour"  '< 


TOPEKA,  Kan.  —  Police  remove  nuclear  protesters, 
members  of  a  group  called  Midwest  Agape,  from  the 
area  around  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  tracks  in  North 
Topeka.  The  group  was  demonstrating  against  the  use 
of  nuclear  weapons  and,  specifically,  weapons  trans- 


Arrests  made  in  nuclear  protests 


portation  through  public  areas  on  the  so-called  “Death 
Train,”  or  “White  Train.”  Twenty-two  protesters  were 
arrested.  Demonstrations  against  the  train  have  taken 
place  throughout  the  Midwest,  staged  primarily  by 
peace  and  religious  groups,  religious  news  service  photo 
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More  Shots  From  Video  Program 


What  Is  Worship? 

worship  of  the  Christian  Church  should 
be  like  a  party  for  which  God  is  host  and 
to  which  everyone  is  invited.  Worship  is 
the  celebration  of  the  good  news  that 
man  has  a  sponsor  in  the  universe  and  a 
fellowship  on  earth.  Jesus  Christ  said  as 
much  in  the  parable  of  the  great  feast 
(Luke  14: 15-24;  cf.  Matt.  22: 1-10),  and  the 
church  at  its  best  has  understood  Christ 
himself  to  be  the  life  of  the  party.” 
(p.17). 

Worship  is  a  reminder  of  both  who  we 
are  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  what  God, 
through  Jesus  the  Christ,  has  done  for  us 
in  the  act  of  Salvation.  It  makes  us  aware 
of  ourselves  and  our  responsibilities  to 
the  world  in  which  we  live.  In  NEW 
FORMS  OF  WORSHIP,  James  F.  White 
states  the  following:  “Christian  worship 
is  the  deliberate  act  of  seeking  to 
approach  reality  at  its  deepest  level  by 
becoming  aware  of  God  in  and  through 
Jesus  Christ  and  by  responding  to  this 
awareness ...”  (pp.  40-41). 

Too  often  we  have  thought  to  limit  the 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  one  or  the 
other  form  of  worship.  For  instance,  I 
have  often  heard  formal  style  referred  to 
as  “structured’  worship;  wherein 
everything  that  happens  is  pre¬ 
meditated  and  pre-planned.  ‘Free  style,’ 
on  the  other  hand,  is  ‘unstructured’ 
worship;  where  you  simply  ‘allow  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  have  its  way  —  or,  let  the 
Spirit  guide  the  service.  What  must  be 
remembered  is  the  Holy  Spirit  can  and 
does  work  in  and  through  both. 

My  personal  definition  of  worship 
begins  with  attitude.  The  frame  of  mind  of 
a  person  who  is  about  to  enter  into  a 
worship  experience,  as  well  as  the  ideas 
and  concepts  that  shape  his  (her) 
thinking  about  worship  will  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  both  what  is  derived  from 
and  how  one  responds  to  worship.  Thus, 
my  own  definition  is  that  worship  is  a 
personal  experience  with  God  from  the 
Prelude  to  the  Postlude  and  beyond. 

When  we  reach  a  high  spirited 
emotional  level  of  devotion  in  our 
worship  services  we  are,  at  that  moment, 
loving  God  with  all  our  heart,  soul,  mind, 
and  strength.  All  that  is  left  for  us,  after 
worship,  is  for  us  to  “love  our  neighbors 
as  we  love  ourselves.”  (Matt.  22:37-40). 

(Kenneth  McLaurin  Fisher  is 
Chairperson  of  the  Work  Area  on 
Worship  of  the  Baton  Rouge  /Lafayette 
District .) 


By  REV.  KENNETH  M.  FISHER 

When  certain  African  tribes  first  saw 
an  airplane  swoop  down  over  their 
village  they  fell  down  (in  fear)  and 
‘worshiped’  it.  Worship  is  perhaps  the 
oldest  known  form  of  corporate 
celebration  known  to  mankind.  Ancient 
civilizations  used  worship  celebrations 
and  ceremonies  to  appease  the  gods  that 
were  supposed  to  control  many  of  the 
aspects  of  their  lives. 

It  is  quite  possible  that,  prior  to  the 
existence  of  man,  prehistoric  animals 
participated  in  ‘rituals.’  It  is  known  to  us 
now  that  wild  animals  take  part  in  what 
seems  to  be  ceremonial-styled  activities; 
mating  rituals,  feeding  rituals,  and 
certain  organized  ‘ritualistic’  actions 
that  go  into  effect  when  their  territory  is 
threatened  by  an  enemy,  thus,  indicating 
a  kind  of  “intelligence”  in  these 
creatures. 

I  have  used  the  word  ‘RITUAL’  in 
speaking  of  WORSHIP.  Actually,  both 
words  RITUAL  and  WORSHIP  are  inter¬ 
related.  Whereas  worship  deals  with  the 
performing  of  a  religious  service  (of 
worship),  ritual  has  to  do  with  how  it  is 
carried  out  or  the  manner  of  performing 
a  religious  service.  Ritual,  therefore,  is  a 
technical  term  dealing  with  established 
forms  of  worship;  i.e.,  books  containing 
special  outlines  and  forms  of  order  for 
religious  services  as  well  as  ceremonial 
outlines  and  materials  such  as 
Denominational  Books  of  Worship. 

There  are  as  many  definitions  of 
worship  as  there  are  persons  writing  on 
the  subject;  and  perhaps  many  more. 
Different  congregations  have  corporate 
concepts  of  worship  as  there  are  persons 
writing  on  the  subject;  and  perhaps 
many  more.  Different  Congregations 
have  corporate  concepts  of  worship  as 
do  the  individual  members  of  con¬ 
gregations.  We  know  that  worship,  no 
matter  how  it  is  defined  collectively  or 
individually,  is  devotion  to  God  in  song, 
prayer,  and  proclamation  of  the  Word  of 
God;  and  its  expression  may  take 
various  forms  even  to  include  many,  if 
not  all  of  the  Art  Forms.  Because  of  the 
attitude  of  thanksgiving  and  sincere 
appreciation  for  what  God  has  done  in 
our  lives  true  worship  takes  on  an  air  of 
celebration.  Its  atmosphere  should  be 
one  of  joy  and  happiness,  not  one  of  dull 
and  lifeless  drama  —  like  a  party, 
perhaps.  In  the  book  GOD’S  PARTY, 
David  James  Randolph  says,  "The 


New  Pin  Recognizes 

Sunday  school  is 
the  glue  that  holds 
many  churches  to¬ 
gether.  And,  re¬ 
cruiting  and  hold- 
ing-on-to  effective 
Sunday  school 
teachers  is  a  con-  The  lapel  pin  for 
tinuous,  difficult  use  in  Teacher 
task  in  every  local  Recognition  is 
church.  No  matter  shown  above, 
how  large  or  small  a  congregation,  Sun¬ 
day  school  teachers  are  always  needed. 

A  new  teacher  recognition,  system,  de¬ 
signed  to  aid  local  churches  in  attracting 
and  supporting  their  Sunday  school 
teachers,  is  now  available  from 
Cokesbury.  Similar  to  the  frequently 
used  student  attendance  recognition 
system,  the  system  features  lapel  pins, 
available  with  five  different  stones  for 


CS  Teachers 


recognition  at  five  year  intervals. 

The  years  and  stones  are:  one  year  — 
blue  sapphire,  five  years  —  ruby,  10 
years  —  emerald,  15  years  —  gold 
sapphire,  and  20  years  —  diamond.  The 
stones  are  centered  on  the  lamp  of 
learning  which  is  centered  on  a  cross. 
The  lamp  and  cross  are  enclosed  in  a 
wreath.  The  pins  range  in  price  from 
$2.85  to  $29. 

“This  new  recognition  system  is 
another  way  Cokesbury  is  doing 
everything  we  can  to  help  with  Sunday 
school  growth  and  renewal,”  said 
Thomas  E.  Carpenter,  senior  vice 
president  of  retail  sales  for  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

For  more  information  on  the  Teacher 
Recognition  System,  contact  your  closest 
Cokesbury  bookstore  or  service  center. 


Pictured  above  are  additional  shots 
taken  during  the  actual  video  taping  of 
the  program  “The  Louisiana  Conference 
in  Mission,”  which  will  be  shown  to  each 
of  the  nine  districts  during  the  March  10- 
11  Mission  Education  Days. 

They  are:  top  left-Linda  Crum 
interviewing  Percell  Church  at  People’s 
Community  Center;  top  center  —  Penn 
Morgan  is  the  camera  person  as  Nancy 
Holland,  PR  Director,  looks  on  in  the 
nursery  at  Pendleton  Methodist 
Hospital:  top  right  —  the  Broadmoor 
(Shreveport)  camera  team  shooting  at 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston 


were  Scott  Cappell  at  the  camera  and 
Donna  Haas  directing;  lower  left  — 
Terrell  DeVille,  Administrator  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  is  inter¬ 
viewed  by  Cathy  Sholar;  lower  center  — 
Conrad  Edwards,  Administrator  of  the 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  is  inter¬ 
viewed  by  Linda  Crum;  right  center  — 
the  Retired  Ministers’  Apartment 
complex  at  Ruston;  extreme  right  —  Ed 
“Sandy”  Lang  is  shown  in  the  left  photo 
speaking  with  the  director  of  nursing  at 
Lafon  Home,  Mrs.  Althea  Lisberg,  the 
right  photo  shows  the  Lafon  nursing  sta¬ 
tion. 


Persons ,  Churches  and  Events 


The  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans  will  hold  its 
Annual  Revival  Services  March  10-13. 
Rev.  John  W.  Heyward,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Union  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  Three  church  choirs  will 
furnish  the  special  music. 

*  *  * 

“Jerusalem  at  Passover:  A  Lenten 
Tour”  will  be  presented  at  the 
Haynesville  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  “Tour”  will  be  presented  each 
week  in  the  form  of  dramas,  led  by  a 
typical  travel  agency  “tour  guide.”  The 
“stops”  are:  The  Temple,  Passover, 
the  Mt.  of  Olives,  the  Palace  of  the  High 
Priest,  The  Fortress  Antoria  and  Skull 
Hill.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.  is  the 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has  initiated  an 
extensive  ministry  to  the  Jefferson 
Manor  Nursing  Home.  Volunteers  from 
the  church  lead  sing-a-longs,  provide 
social  activities,  serve  as  local 
“family”  for  those  whose  relatives  are 
out  of  the  city  or  area,  and  help  with 


letter  writing,  arts  and  crafts.  Alan  D. 
Einsel  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

“The  Twelve  Disciples”  will  be  the 
Lenten  theme  for  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  J. 
Phillip  Woodland  will  be  preaching  on 
the  subject  and  leading  two  weekly 
studies  on  the  topic,  the  Wednesday 
Morning  Prayer  Breakfast,  who  will, 
use  Bishop  Underwood’s  new  book  The 
Contemporary  Twelve  as  their  study 
guide;  and  the  Tuesday  afternoon  study 
at  St.  James  Place. 

*  *  * 

The  Mansfield  United  Methodist 
Church  will  include  a  special  Bible 
Study  as  part  of  their  Lenten 
observance.  The  Committee  on 
Creative  Living  has  chosen  the  topic, 
“Shalom:  The  Biblical  Concept  of 
Peace,”  Pastor  Gerald  Richardson  will 
teach  the  study. 

*  *  • 

Noel  United  Methodist  Church  will 
feature  a  Lenten  Sunday  Evening 
Fellowship  during  the  season.  Childen 
and  youth  will  participate  in  various 
activities  and  the  Adult  Bible  Study 


“The  Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus”  will 
be  lead  by  Dale  M.  Haggard.  W.  O. 
Lynch  is  Noel’s  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Seven  youth  of  St.  Matthews  United 
Methodist  church,  Metairie,  are 
dedicating  their  time  and  talents  to  a 
puppet  ministry.  They  perform  for 
worship  services,  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  Salvation  Army  Children’s 
Home  and  nursing  homes  of  the  area. 
George  A.  Duerson  is  the  pastor. 

Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will  again  have 
their  Annual  Midweek  Lenten 
Evangelistic  Services  for  1985. 
Speakers  for  this  year  will  be  Rev. 
Donald  J.  Hall,  Rev.  Nathaniel  P. 
Perry,  Rev.  Wilbert  C.  August,  Dr. 
James  J.  Caraway,  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  and  the  pastor,  Rev. 
George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr. 

The  Live  Oak  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  —  Hammond 
District,  was  damaged  by  fire  on 
Sunday,  February  10.  The  extent  of  the 


fire  damage  was  to  the  church  parlor, 
where  the  fire  originated  in  an  electric 
de-humidifier  in  the  piano  which 
shorted  out  and  ignited  the  piano. 
However,  the  educational  building 
suffered  extensive  smoke  damage, 
according  to  pastor  Brady  Forman. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  was  the 
preacher  for  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Minden  on  Sunday  February 
17.  On  February  24,  he  delivered  the 
sermon  at  Rayne  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Host 
pastors  were  Bob  Burgess  at  Minden 
and  Clyde  Frazier  at  Rayne  Memorial. 

*  *  * 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
(TUCM)  at  LSU  has  announced  the 
topic  for  the  new  series  of  Tuesday 
Lunch-Programs.  It  is:  “The  Role  of 
Religion  In  Conflicts  Around  The 
World.’’  Professors  Edward  H. 
Hinderson,  Miles  Richardson,  Carol 
Bargeron  and  Harvey  Feinberg  will 
lead  some  of  the  early  sessions,  which 
begin  March  12.  Rev.  Randy  Nichols  is 
the  campus  minister. 


Laity  Seminar  Leadership  Team 


Orleans-Houma  District  Council  on  Ministries,  is  shown  above.  They  are  left  to  right, 
Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  host  pastor  at  Luling;  Dr.  Ron  Sunderland,  from  the  Institute  of 
Religion,  Houston,  Texas;  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock,  chairperson  of  Evangelism,  New 
Orleans-Houma  District;  and  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  Chairperson  of  the  New  Orleans- 
Houma  DCOM.  Nine  lay  persons  and  ten  clergy  persons  attended  the  seminar. 


( PHOTO  BY  O.  M.  WIGGLE) 


Christian  Discipline  Workshop 


attracts  40  UMW Leaders 


Approximately  forty  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women 
met  in  Baton  Rouge  for  a  conference 
Christian  Discipline  Workshop. 

Ola  Fisher  served  as  Chairperson  of 
the  event  and  the  leadership  team 
consisted  of  three  members  of  the 
Women’s  Division— Blanche  Powell  of 
Baltimore,  Md.;  Louis  Ludwig  of 
Bloomington,  Ind.;  and  Mary  Jane 
Jewell  of  Detroit,  Mich. 


The  group  participated  in  bible  study, 
prayer,  study  of  the  1984  Book  of 
Discipline,  thoughts  on  ecumenism  and 
an  understanding  of  public  worship.  This 
is  the  fourth  workshop  held  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  by  the  Women”s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Leaders  of  the  UMW  Christian 
Discipline  Workshop  are  shown  above, 
left  to  right;  Blanche  Powell,  Louis 
Ludwig,  Ola  Fisher  and  Mary  Jane 
Jewell. 
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“If  any  man  will  come  after  me  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
cross  daily,  and  follow  me.” 

—Luke  9:23 


Cent  1985 


The  Bishop’s  Corner 


Another  ‘First’ 


Recently  I  attended  a  meeting  in  an¬ 
other  state  where  we  were  "bombard¬ 
ed”  with  paper.  I  have  never  seen 
quite  so  many  mimeographed  “hand¬ 
outs”  in  such  a  short  time  frame. 
There  was  no  way  I  could  get  all  the 
paper  in  my  brief  case  and  so  I  dis¬ 
carded  most  of  it  in  the  motel  waste¬ 
basket. 

I  have  proposed  calling  a  six  month 
moratorium  on  the  use  of  all  paper  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Maybe 
the  church  would  collapse  if  we  did 
that  but  it  would  be  interesting  to  try 
the  experiment.  I  would  like  to  know 
how  much  money  we  might  save  and 
the  church  might  even  be  renewed  in 
the  process. 

In  a  few  days  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  computerized  with  Per¬ 
sonal  Computers  in  all  nine  districts 
which  will  network  by  telephone  with 
the  computer  terminal  at  the  Head¬ 
quarters  Building  in  Baton  Rouge.  We 
will  be  the  first  Annual  Conference  in 
United  Methodism  to  be  so  linked 
with  exact  duplicate  hardware  in 
each  of  the  ten  locations. 

One  of  the  advantages  will  be  that 


it  will  save  a  lot  of  paper  and  postage 
and  secretarial  help.  It  will  also  pro¬ 
vide  instant  communication  and  in¬ 
formation  retrieval  and  instant 
recording  of  needed  information. 

For  a  more  detailed  understanding 
of  this  significant  "first"  please  read 
the  article  on  this  page  so  that  you 
and  your  church  can  make  use  of  this 
technological  marvel. 

This  is  but  still  another  evidence  of 
the  vitality  and  strength  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  and  its 
commitment  to  maximize  its  minis¬ 
try  and  mission  to  the  world  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  I  am  constantly 
amazed  at  the  way  in  which  Louisi¬ 
ana  leads  the  nation  in  so  many  cate¬ 
gories  and  keeps  its  vision  of  future 
possibilities  “ahead”  of  other  Confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

We  owe  thanks  to  Dr.  James  J.  Car¬ 
away,  the  District  Superintendents, 
and  the  District  Committees  who  put 
this  project  together  simultaneously 
with  superb  cooperation  and  excel¬ 
lent  technical  research. 


New  Bible  Series  Set  For  Conference 

At  the  dinner  for  the  Convocation  of  Boards,  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  an¬ 
nounced  a  goal  for  all  churches  to  be  involved  in  a  systematic  Bible  study  this  year. 
Two  series  are  being  suggested:  Trinity  Bible  Studies  and  Bethel  Bible  Series. 

Dr.  Frank  Warden  will  be  meeting  March  25  with  pastors  and  church  leaders 
interested  in  enrolling  in  the  Trinity  Series.  Dr.  Warden  is  the  author  of  the  T.B.S. 


The  Seminar  will  be  offered  at  Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Please  consult  your  Coordinated  Mailing  for  registration  information. 


Asbury  Hosts  Sub 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  La¬ 
fayette,  was  the  site  for  the  January  25 
and  26  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  Retreat.  Twenty-five  youth  and 
adults  attended  the  overnight  event.  All 
activities  were  planned  and  directed  by 
Sub-District  officers. 

Evaluating  individual  spiritual  growth 
was  the  theme  of  the  weekend.  Activities 
included  a  movie,  games,  discussion,  and 
guest  speakers  who  talked  about  things 
such  as  “God’s  love”  and  the  “Great 
Commission.” 


-District  Retreat 

The  event  concluded  with  a  trip  to  Gi¬ 
rard  Park  for  softball  and  a  picnic  lunch. 
A  registration  fee  of  $5  covered  all  meals 
and  expenses.  The  picture  above  shows 
the  youth  in  full  picnic  regalia. 

The  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  Sub-Dis¬ 
trict  youth  would  like  to  thank  Rev.  John 
Guyre  of  Indian  Bayou-Kaplan,  and  all 
the  people  who  made  the  retreat  a  suc- 

—  Carolyn  Riedel 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
Sub-District  Reporter 
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The  EMLC  informer 


General  Conference  Action 

General  Con¬ 
ference  mem¬ 
bers  who  co¬ 
sponsored  the 
preparation  of  a 
minority  report 
urged  that  the 
1984  General 
Conference  mandate  “Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church:  For  Witness  and  Mis¬ 
sion”  as  the  1985-88  Missional  Prior¬ 
ity.  Through  subsequent  General  Con¬ 
ference  action  this  minority  report 
became  the  Missional  Priority  of  the 
whole  church. 

lne  Missional  rnoiiiy  couimues  the 
unfinished  task  of  providing  resources, 
recruitment,  leadership  development, 
training  and  support  for  ethnic  minor¬ 


ity  local  churches  and  seeks  to  involve 
the  total  church  in  its  implementation. 
The  development  and  strengthening  of 
ethnic  minority  congregations  for  wit¬ 
ness  and  mission  is  supported  by  an 
annual  apportioned  benevolence  of  $6.3 
million  known  as  the  "Missional  Priori¬ 
ty  Fund.” 

Ethnic  minority  local  churches  rep¬ 
resent  our  closest,  most  direct  ties  to 
spiritual,  justice  and  peace  issues  in 
the  United  States  and  in  other  coun¬ 
tries.  That  they  have  needs  is  well  es¬ 
tablished.  What  often  is  not  recognized 
is  that  ethnic  minority  local  churches 
also  offer  the  denomination  a  priority 
for  outreach  ministry.  Hence,  estab¬ 
lishing  mutuality  in  mission  and  minis¬ 
try  between  the  ethnic  ministry  sector 
and  the  remainder  of  the  predominant¬ 
ly  White  denomination  is  critically  im¬ 
portant  today. 


The 

Louisiana 

United 

Methodist 


In  the  top  picture,  the  Conference  Council  is  shown  busily  engaged  in  budget 
cutting.  The  lower  photo  shows  Council  members  at  the  lunch  break,  seated:  Doug 
McGuire  and  Red  Marrs;  standing:  John  Braden  and  Matt  Kawasaki. 

Council  Sets  1987  Budget 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  set  a  1987  Benevolence  Bud¬ 
get  of  $170,000  at  their  annual  budget 
meeting,  Friday,  March  1,  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church.  Baton  Rouge 
The  comparatively  short  meeting  exhib¬ 
ited  a  spirit  of  sensitivity  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  local  church  as  they  pared 
down  requests  of  $183,830  to  the 
$170,000  figure  which  CFA  had  request¬ 
ed. 

CFA  (the  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration)  had  removed  the  funding 
of  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  from 
the  Conference  Benevolence  Budget. 
This  meant  a  reduction  in  the  1986  bud¬ 


get  of  $6000.  However,  there  were  no 
other  changes  or  additions  in  the  1986 
budget,  which  totals  $162,000. 

In  addition.  1985  brings  to  a  conclu¬ 
sion  the  Program  Priority  Fund,  which 
had  been  primarily  a  TV/video  item. 
Boards  and  agencies  were  asked  to  in¬ 
corporate  video  programs  in  their  regu¬ 
lar  budgets  for  future  promotion  and 
ministries. 

Welton  Brumfield.  Louisiana's  mem¬ 
ber  on  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
reported  on  their  recent  meeting.  He 
also  announced  that  Matt  Kawasaki 
from  Slidell,  had  been  elected  as  a  mem¬ 
ber-at-large  of  the  GCOM. 


Where  Are  Those  Subscriptions? 


Large  numbers  of  pastors  and  local 
churches  have  not  yet  sent  in  their 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  subscrip¬ 
tion  lists.  It  is  urgent  that  these  be 
sent  to  the  Conference  office  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Although  the  official  subscription 
week  has  long  passed,  we  are  still 
accepting  subscription  lists  and  will 
share  a  detailed  report  with  Bishop 
Underwood  and  the  Cabinet. 

We  have  a  fine  Conference  paper 
and  received  a  good  revue  from  the 
evaluators  for  UMR  at  the  recent  edi¬ 
tors'  Conference  in  Dallas,  attended 
by  Linda  Crum.  The  LA-UM  features 


Conference  To  Observe 
Heritage  Sunday 

On  April  28,  United  Methodists  ob¬ 
serve  Heritage  Sunday.  This  year,  we 
celebrate  Methodism’s  long  history  of 
missionary  outreach.  John  Wesley  and 
his  preachers  accepted  no  bounds  to 
their  efforts  to  preach  the  gospel  and  to 
spread  scriptural  holiness.  Since  then, 
Methodism’s  influence  has  encompassed 
the  world.  The  world  is  our  parish  in¬ 
deed.  April  28  is  the  time  to  look  back  at 
this  part  of  our  heritage  and  then  "re¬ 
joice  and  go  forward  with  global  minis¬ 
try.”  (See:  Eunice  Jones  Mathews, 
"Celebrating  Our  World  Parish,"  The  In¬ 
terpreter,  Feb.-March,  1985.) 

—  Alton  O.  Hancock;  Chairperson 

Archives  and  History 


a  weekly  word  from  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood,  highlights  of  conference,  dis¬ 
trict  and  local  church  happenings 
(such  as  Persons.  Places  and  Events). 
New  resources  are  reviewed  for  local 
churches  and  special  articles  from 
pastors  and  lay  persons  are  also  fea¬ 
tured. 

But  most  important,  it  is  the  princi¬ 
pal  means  of  communication  for  the 
conference.  Every  pastor,  and  at 
least  the  leaders  of  local  churches, 
should  be  on  the  subscription  list. 

We’re  looking  for  yours! 

—  The  Editor 
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Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans-Slidell  District,  is 
shown  at  the  new  computer  in  the  bishop’s  office  as  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 
observes  the  process. 


New  Appointments 
Announced  By 
Bishop  Underwood 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  has 
made  the  following  appointments  with 
their  effective  dates: 

Rev.  James  W.  Spitzkeit  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  Associate  Pastor  of  the 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  effective  March  1. 

Rev.  Kathy  H.  Henderson,  Pastor  of 
the  Messiah  United  Methodist  Church, 
Kenner,  has  been  appointed  to  succeed 
Rev.  Spitzkeit  at  Francis  Asbury  UM, 
Baton  Rouge,  effective  March  1. 

Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Senior  Pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bossi¬ 
er  City,  has  been  appointed  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Executive  Director  of  the  Retired 
Ministers’  Homes  Board  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  effective  June  1. 


Deadline  Set 

v 

|  For  Golf  Tourney  § 

j:  The  deadline  for  the  all-clergy 

>:  golf  tournament  is  April  1.  No 
$  registrations  will  be  accepted  :> 
§  after  that  date  and  will  be  re-  j: 
:i  turned.  Awards  and  trophies  will 
j:  be  based  on  the  number  of  regis-  J 
:J  trants.  Remember:  Toro  Hills 
%  Resort,  April  16,  fee  $35.  Send 
registrations  and  fees  to  Rev. 

S  Larry  O'Dell,  P.O.  Box  680,  Bun-  ¥ 
|  kie,  LA  71322. 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  an¬ 
nounces  that  a  new  system  of  person¬ 
al  computers  has  been  installed  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  The  system, 
with  computers  in  the  Episcopal  of¬ 
fice,  conference  staff  offices,  and 
each  district  office,  will  be  compati¬ 
ble  with  the  new  UMIS  (United 
Methodist  Information  System)  soft¬ 
ware  just  released  for  local  churches 
by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

The  system  will  be  used  for  word 
processing  needs  of  each  office  and 
each  will  have  in  common  district 
and  conference  data  files,  such  as 
local  church  and  ministerial  profile 
files,  local  church  annual  report 
files,  and  files  of  local  church  offi¬ 
cials,  including  delegates  to  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference 

In-house  computers  have  been  in 


use  in  the  conference  offices  for  the 
past  six  years  for  accounting  proce¬ 
dures,  word  processing  and  data 
files.  Mr  John  Ellett  of  Ouachita 
Computer  Systems  in  Monroe,  Loui¬ 
siana,  prepared  software  to  make 
possible  the  audit  of  the  annual  local 
church  reports  by  computer  in  each 
district.  For  the  past  two  years  a 
pilot  project  was  used  between  the 
Monroe  District  and  the  conference 
finance  office  to  perfect  the  new  re¬ 
port  program  In  the  future  the  dis¬ 
trict  reports  will  be  transmitted  to 
the  conference  office  through  the 
computer  system. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  the 
first  in  United  Methodism  to  have  a 
complete  computer  system  with  all 
District  offices,  the  Conference 
office  and  the  Bishop's  office  in  total 
communication  with  each  other. 


On  The  Back 
Conference  Youth  Page 


Gonzales  UMs  Hold  Groundbreaking 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held 
Sunday,  March  3,  for  Phase  One  of  the 
Gonzales  United  Methodist  Church's  pro¬ 
posed  Three  Phase  Building  Addition 
and  Renovation  Plans.  Phase  One  is  a 
new  sanctuary  with  the  present  facilities 
to  be  converted  to  a  Fellowship  Hall  and 
offices.  The  new  addition,  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  360,  was  designed  by  Robbie 
Crump,  Jr.,  AIA  of  Baton  Rouge,  and 
will  be  constructed  by  Comeaux  Broth¬ 
ers  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $337,500. 

No  Methodist  Church  existed  in  Gon¬ 
zales  prior  to  1949,  when  Rev.  Glyndon 
Messer,  who  served  the  rural  churches  in 
the  parish,  along  with  16  charter  mem¬ 
bers  established  a  church  on  October  11. 


1949  Membership  has  grown  to  370.  The 
congregation  moved  to  its  present  loca¬ 
tion  in  1970. 

Gordon  Dyess  chairs  the  Building 
Committee,  with  Bob  McKee  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee  chairman. 

The  services  were  conducted  by  Rev¬ 
erend  Don  Hall,  Superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  and 
Reverend  Richard  Meek,  Pastor.  The 
four  charter  members,  who  are  still 
active,  Josephine  Andrews,  Glenn  L.  An¬ 
drews,  Pansy  Cambre  Cooney,  and  Ruth 
Bishop  Taylor,  along  with  other  church 
leaders  were  recognized  at  the  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony. 


UMC  member  goal:  A  hopeful  start 


When  the  1984  General  Conference  set 
a  goal  of  20  million  church  members  by 
1992,  a  number  of  eyebrows  were  raised, 
including  ours. 

A  goal  that  would  more  than  double 
church  membership  in  eight  years  seems 
wildly  unrealistic— especially  in  light  of 
the  steady  drop-off  of  mainline  church 
members  during  the  past  two  decades. 

Reports  since  General  Conference  of 
continued  membership  declines  in  1983, 
the  most  recent  year  for  which  figures 
are  available,  added  to  our  skepticism. 
United  Methodism  lost  nearly  73,000 
members  that  year— an  increase  over 
the  losses  of  the  preceding  three  years. 
Present  membership  stands  about  9.3 
million. 

In  addition,  targeting  a  specific  mem¬ 
bership  total  smacks  of  a  “numbers 
game”  that  implies  that  numbers  alone 
are  the  church’s  primary  concern. 

We  were  surprisingly  encouraged, 
however,  by  the  first  public  word  from 
the  committee  responsible  for  guiding 
denominational  efforts  toward  the  offi¬ 
cial  membership  goal  (see  UMR,  March 
8). 

First,  we  are  pleased  with  the  Council 
of  Bishops’  selection  of  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke  to  head  those  efforts.  The  Ar¬ 
kansas  Area  bishop  has  a  track  record  of 
success  as  a  pastor  in  leading  a  member¬ 
ship  turnaround.  He  knows  from  experi¬ 
ence  that  the  Gospel  can  be  proclaimed 
and  lived  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  a  way  that  can  draw  and  hold 
growing  numbers  of  new  members  and 
new  Christians. 

Second,  we  were  also  pleased  Bishop 
Wilke  said  that  doubling  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  membership  must  be  more  than  “a 
statistical  game.” 

“We  want  the  effort  to  be  missional— 


extending  the  Christian  community  to 
people  in  their  need  for  Christ,”  Bishop 
Wilke  said.  Thus,  he  said,  his  committee 
wants  to  build  "a  base  of  concern  for 
people  and  not  numbers." 

We  agree  with  that  basic  approach  to 
church  growth.  Concern  for  others,  espe¬ 
cially  their  need  for  a  reconciling  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God  through  Jesus  Christ, 
is  a  scripturally  sound  basis  for  church 
life  under  any  circumstance. 

A  recent  Gallup  survey  suggests  that 
approach  is  especially  appropriate  now. 
The  survey  found  that  one-third  of  all 
Americans  do  not  belong  to  a  church. 
Large  numbers  were  ‘‘spiritually 
hungry,”  the  poll  found. 

In  a  society  that  appears  to  be  so 
widely  “unchurched,”  effective  efforts  to 
care  for  the  spiritual  needs  of  others 
almost  inevitably  will  result  in  spiritual¬ 
ly  alive,  numerically  growing  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Bishop  Wilke’s  leadership  and  words 
are  hopeful  signs  that  those  heading  the 
membership  committee  have  a  sound 
biblical  grasp  of  their  task.  If  that  is  the 
case,  our  church  is  off  to  a  promising 
start  on  what  could  well  be  one  of  the 
most  ambitious  churchwide  efforts  in 
Methodism’s  history. 

We  urge  all  United  Methodists  to  un¬ 
dergird  those  efforts  with  prayers  and 
active  local-church  support. 

Some  may  continue  to  have  concerns 
about  the  appropriateness  of  a  member¬ 
ship  goal,  and  this  goal  in  particular. 
Even  so,  concern  for  people  that  includes 
extending  the  Christian  community  to 
them  “in  their  need  for  Christ”  is  always 
a  proper  goal.  Such  concern  honors  our 
Lord’s  mandate  to  invite  others  to  follow 
Him  and  to  be  in  a  new— or  renewed— 
relationship  with  God. 
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Here  I  Stand 

We  should  let  ministers  be  human 


'''Christians  are  not 
present-perfect, 
but  pastjbrgivm/ 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  FRANKLIN  OLSON 
A  number  of  years  ago,  I  attended  a 
national  family  life  conference.  One  of 
the  topics  frequently  mentioned  by 
young  ministers  in  attendance  was  their 
difficulty  maintaining  a  private  family 
life  without  becoming  distant  and  aloof 
from  their  congregations. 

Since  then,  I  have  wondered  why  we 
laypeople  insist  on  setting  a  double  stan¬ 
dard:  one  for  ourselves,  another  for  our 
ministers.  We  may  no  longer  put  the  Bi¬ 
ble  on  the  coffee  table  when  the  preach¬ 
er  comes  to  dinner,  but  we  still  put  on  a 
false  mask  with  our  ministers. 

As  a  result,  our  minister  may  be  the 
last  person  we  turn  to  when  we  need 
counseling  or  a  friend  to  talk  over  a 
problem. 


And  what  of  the  standards  that  we 
hold  up  for  our  ministers  and  their  wives 
and  children?  Their  lives  are  frequently 
fish  bowl  existences.  Every  action  gets 
held  up  to  public  scrutiny. 

But  shouldn’t  a 
“man  or  woman  of 
God”  live  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  different 
standard?  Is  he  or 
she  not  “called”? 

Yes.  But  aren’t 
“laypersons”  men 
and  women  of  God 
also?  Are  we  also 
not  called?  Should 
we  not  apply  the  same  standard  to  our 
ministers  that  we  apply  to  ourselves  and 
vice  versa? 


Their  calling  may  be  different  from 
ours,  but  we  should  recognize  that  we 
are  all  “called”  by  God.  Thus,  we  should 
allow  our  ministers  to  be  human  just  as 
we  want  others  and  God  to  accept  our 
humanity. 

By  isolating  ministers  from  our  hu¬ 
manity— and  theirs— we  deny  ourselves 
their  gifts,  and  we  deny  them  ourselves.' 
By  treating  them  as  special  antiseptic 
creatures,  they  frequently  become  just: 
that.  They  then  lose  any  hope  of  impart¬ 
ing  to  us  that  great  first  awakening  and: 
spirit  of  their  special  calling. 

This  week's  contributor,  Franklin  Ol¬ 
son,  is  a  member  of  Memorial  Drive 
UMC  in  Houston.  Texas  (Texas  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Nicaragua  analysis  provides  ‘common  ground’ 

hp  F.riitnr-  _ _ _ A _  , 


Spiritual  health  essential  to  growth 


We  are  encouraged  by  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke's  stated  approach  to  United 
Methodism's  goal  of  20  million  members 
by  1992  (see  preceding  editorial).  His 
statement  that  the  effort  to  reach  that 
goal  is  “to  be  missional— extending  the 
Christian  community  to  people  in  their 
need  for  Christ”  is  clearly  on  target. 

From  another  perspective,  Bishop 
Wilke’s  words  are  a  troubling,  albeit  un¬ 
intended,  indictment  of  existing  church 
efforts— or  lack  of  effort— to  “extend 
the  Christian  community.”  Among  other 
things,  his  words  suggest  that  United 
Methodism’s  inability  to  reverse  its  re¬ 
cent  membership  decline  results,  at  least 
in  part,  from  a  disturbing  failure  to  meet 
fhe  spiritual  need  —  the  “need  for  Christ” 
t-  of  countless  persons. 

As  disturbing  as  that  failure  is  its  like¬ 
ly  source:  the  spiritual  poverty  of  many 
present  members— lay  and  clergy.  Sim¬ 
ply  put,  church  members  who  lack  spiri¬ 
tual  depth,  including  an  active  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Christ,  cannot  reasonably 
be  expected  to  give  others  what  the 
members  themselves  don’t  have.  That  is 
§o  even  if  the  intention  is  the  needed  one 
qf  building  up  the  Body  of  Christ. 

A  church  spiritually  alive  and  routine¬ 
ly  about  its  proper  business  of  “extend¬ 
ing”  the  community  of  Christ  would  not 
likely  feel  the  need  to  set  membership 
goals.  It  is  a  tragic  commentary  on  the 
state  of  our  church  that  a  steady  loss  of 
members  was  apparently  necessary  to 
drive  home  that  basic  point. 

It  should  be  abundantly  clear  that  if 
United  Methodism  is  to  grow  numerical¬ 
ly,  those  of  us  who  are  now  members 
need  to  attend  to  our  own  spiritual 
health  before  we  can  effectively  lead 
Others  into  the  church. 

Among  other  things,  we  need  to  find 
and  practice  ways  of  experiencing  and 
responding  to  the  life-transforming 
grace  of  God  in  our  lives,  both  individ¬ 
ually  and  collectively.  Those  ways  can 
be  as  varied  and  unique  as  each  person 
dnd  circumstance.  At  a  minimum,  how¬ 
ever,  they  should  include  recovering  the 


traditional  disciplines  of  regular  Bible 
study,  prayer  and  self-giving  service 
that  have  nourished  the  spiritual  life  of 
countless  Christians  through  the  ages. 

Each  congregation  should  consider 
putting  into  practice  the  membership 
goal  committee’s  suggestion  of  Wesleyan 
“class  meetings.”  Small  groups  that  reg¬ 
ularly  meet  for  study  and  mutual  sup¬ 
port  typically  help  to  build  a  sense  of 
community  within  existing  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Unless  we  are  living  examples  of  the 
good  news  we  proclaim— and  openly  ac¬ 
knowledge  our  ultimate  dependence 
upon  the  grace  of  God— it  is  highly  im¬ 
probable  that  we  can  persuade  11  mil¬ 
lion  other  spiritually  needy  people  that 
our  church  is  “where  the  action  is.” 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  take  seriously 
our  mandate  to  love  God  and  others  with 
all  our  heart,  soul,  mind  and  strength,  we 
could  find  that  the  goal  of  20  million 
members  by  1992  pales  in  comparison  to 
the  numbers  drawn  to  join  with  us  in 
doing  Christ’s  work. 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  well-balanced  re¬ 
porting  by  Roy  Beck  on  the  recent  UM 
Council  of  Bishops  tour  in  Nicaragua 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  26,  Feb.  1  and  15). 

Mr.  Beck’s  handling  of  the  issues,  his 
grasp  of  the  conflict  and  his  good  bal¬ 
ance  of  perspective,  walking  as  he  does 
between  the  liberal  and  conservative  po¬ 
sition,  allows  many  who  call  themselves 
United  Methodists  to  agree  with  his  con¬ 
clusion  and  to  find  common  ground  on 
which  to  stand. 

This  kind  of  presentation  of  materials 
and  thoughtful  consideration  of  views  is 
necessary  if  we  are  ever  to  build  or  re¬ 
build  consensus  within  our  denomination 
on  political,  economic  and  theological  is¬ 
sues.  I  trust  that  the  bishops  are  listen¬ 
ing,  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is 
listening  and  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  is  listening  as  well. 

George  Anderson 
Mitchellville,  Maryland 

Common  people  omitted 

To  the  Editor: 

Despite  an  onslaught  of  reader  re¬ 
quests  for  the  point  of  view  of  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  “common  people,”  Mr.  Beck 
readily  admits  to  a  lack  of  any  such 
opportunity  and  a  restriction  of  dialogue 
to  leaders  he  assumes  represent  com¬ 
mon  people  (see  UMR,  Feb.  15). 

Such  a  control  of  sources  and  pre-se¬ 
lection  of  experiences  and  facts  does  not 
result  in  sufficient  information  for  an 
authentic  “interpretive  analysis.”  Read¬ 
ers  crying  for  “common  people”  are  cry¬ 
ing  for  objective  truth. 

Under  the  given  circumstances,  the 
delegation’s  visit  is  reduced  to  a  press 
junket,  and  the  most  naive  are  instinc¬ 
tively  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  Beck  reflects  general,  Christian 
American  thinking  in  calling  for  an  in¬ 
vestigation  of  human  rights  complaints. 
And  yet,  given  such  a  personal  opportu¬ 
nity  to  “seek  truth,”  he  admits:  “We  did 


not  take  opportunities  to  press. . .  for  re¬ 
sponses.  . 

At  that  point  Mr.  Beck  ceased  to  be  a 
journalist  and  became  a  public  relations 
man  furthering  favorable  publicity. 

Do  you  in  the  media  really  hear  what 
we  readers  are  saying?  We  do  see  clear¬ 
ly  what  you  are  doing.  We  want  real 
news,  real  journalists  and  genuine 
prophets! 

Claire  Long 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

Religious  freedom  exists 

To  the  Editor: 

This  refers  to  Roy  Beck’s  article  of 
Feb.  15  on  lack  of  complete  freedom  of 
religion  in  Nicaragua: 

We  do  not  have  complete  freedom  in 
the  United  States  either.  People  are  im¬ 
prisoned  for  helping  refugees. 

My  many  contacts  with  Protestants  in 
Nicaragua  makes  me  know  that  CEPAD, 
the  Protestant  cooperative  group,  has 
frequently  met  with  government  leaders 
and  ironed  out  difficulties.  The  govern¬ 
ment  has  twice  clearly  stated  its  inten¬ 
tion  of  allowing  complete  religious 
freedom  if  it  does  not  take  the  turn  of 
inciting  rebellion. 

The  Rev.  Sixto  Ulloa  assured  a  dozen 
of  us  last  May  that  he  had  personally 
raised  the  question  of  religious  freedom 
and  absence  of  persecution  with  meet¬ 
ings  totaling  90  pastors  and  had  found  no 
instance  of  persecution. 

There  have  been  instances  in  which 
unauthorized  street  demonstrations  or 
attacks  upon  a  church  whose  pastor  has 
been  denouncing  the  government  have 
occurred,  but  the  violence  was  not  coun¬ 
tenanced  and  was  reversed  by  the  au¬ 
thorities. 

I  cannot  say  that  no  untoward  events 
have  occurred,  for  I  am  sure  some  have. 
But  it  is  not  government  policy  to  permit 
or  encourage  them. 

Don  M.  Chase 
Sebastopol,  California 


Hats  off  for  report 

To  the  Editor: 

Hats  off  to  the  reporting  by  Roy  How¬ 
ard  Beck  headlined, “Nicaragua:  Report¬ 
er  responds  to  readers”  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
15). 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church  we  are 
concerned  about  controversial  matters, 
but  nothing  breeds  distrust  as  much  as 
biased  assessments.  We  expect  honesty 
or  balance. 

Some  of  us  have  come  to  expect  a 
certain  viewpoint  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  yet 
another  from  the  “Good  News”  move¬ 
ment,  evangelicals,  etc.  This  polariza¬ 
tion  seems  to  occur  on  almost  all  issues. 

It’s  reassuring  in  Mr.  Beck’s  analysis 
of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops’  delegation  to  Nicaragua  on  Jan.  14- 
19,  to  share  both  the  pluses  and  the 
minuses.  Sounds  like  life  at  “home”  for 
the  rest  of  us. 

Too  many  reports  I  have  studied  on 
Nicaragua  either  have  simplistically 
praised  the  Sandinista  government  and 
condemned  any  opponents  or  praised  the 
contras  and  other  opposition  as  being 
right.  Marvin  E.  Ceynar 

Dumont,  Iowa 

Diaconal  ministry  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  for  the  helpful  article  by 
Douglas  Cannon  clarifying  the  three  con¬ 
stitutional  changes  to  be  considered  by 
annual  conferences  (see  UMR,  Feb.  8). 

I  am  very  supportive  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  that  would  give  diaconal  ministers 
full  voting  rights  as  lay  members  in  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

Diaconal  ministers  play  a  key  role  in 
the  lives  of  many  churches.  It  is  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  they  do  not  have  a  vote  at 
annual  conference  sessions  in  most  ar¬ 
eas. 

It  does  need  to  be  emphasized  that 
diaconal  ministers  would  not  be  taking 


the  place  of  local  church  lay  members  if 
this  amendment  passes. 

The  important  voice  of  persons  in  di-i 
aconal  ministry  needs  to  continue  to  be 
heard  as  they  carry  out  significant  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  church.  It  is  most  appropri 
ate  that  these  diaconal  ministers  be 
granted  the  right  to  vote. 

I  hope  other  ordained  persons,  as  well 
as  local  church  lay  members,  will  join 
me  in  supporting  this  amendment. 

Tom  D.  Sheldon 
Kechi,  Kansas 

Thanks  for  ‘letter’ 

To  the  Editor: 

We  wish  to  congratulate  your  fine  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  most  appropriate  letter  you 
sent  to  President  Reagan  and  published 
in  the  Feb.  15  Reporter. 

James  A.  and  Vera  Lee  Hedges 
Bastrop,  Louisiana 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Hewitt,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  250  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  UMC  in  Hewitt,  Texas 
(Central  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual 
conference  reports,  general  religious 
news  and  opinion.  These  papers  are 
mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of  the 
church’s  members  each  week. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Hewitt,  we  say, 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


Africa  Journal 

Hospital  looked  upon  as  missional  outreach  by  Kenya  UMs 
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EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the 
second  in  a  reflective  series  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a 
six-month  sabbatical  leave  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  East  African  nation  of  Kenya. 
During  this  time,  Mr.  Dunnam  will  be 
observing  and  describing  various  aspects 
of  the  churches’  work  in  Kenya  and  in 
several  other  African  nations. 

MAUA,  Kenya— What  is  the  most  ap¬ 
propriate  way  for  the  church  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  providing  health  care?  I  have 
followed  with  interest  recent  articles  in 
the  Reporter  about  the  different  ways 
United  Methodists  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  and 
elsewhere  are  answering  this  question. 

This  debate  in  the  United  States  about 
whether  or  not  the  church  should  contin¬ 
ue  to  own  or  operate  hospitals  provided 
an  interesting  point  of  reference  and 
contrast  for  my  visit  last  week  to  the 
Maua  Methodist  Hospital  here. 

Kenya  Methodism’s  leaders,  operating 
without  the  trauma  of  Pacific  Homes 
litigation  coloring  their  judgment,  re¬ 
cently  declared: 

“Our  institutions  are  the  real  face  of 
the  church  and  therefore  should  reflect 
the  good  of  the  church. ...  All  institu¬ 
tions  within  the  Methodist  Church  of  Ke¬ 
nya  belong  to  the  church  and  are  under 
the  church.” 

That  hospital  ownership  here  is  looked 
upon  primarily  as  missional  outreach  by 
the  church  rather  than  as  an  independent 
business  or  service  was  readily  apparent 
in  all  that  we  saw  at  Maua  Methodist 
Hospital. 

The  ‘end  of  the  line’ 

We  were  warned  beforehand  that 
Maua  is  at  the  “end  of  the  line.”  It  is 
located  in  a  remote  part  of  Kenya's  Meru 
region,  200  miles  northeast  of  Nairobi. 

Meru  is  the  center  of  Methodism’s 
presence  in  Kenya  with  more  than  300 
congregations.  Its  strength  here  is  the 
result  in  large  part  of  the  emphasis  by 
19th  century  and  early  20th  century  mis¬ 
sionaries  on  education  and  medicine  to 
improve  the  lives  of  people.  These  em¬ 
phases,  in  turn,  served  to  make  the  peo¬ 
ple  receptive  to  other  parts  of  the 
Christian  message. 

The  road  from  the  town  of  Meru  (as 
opposed  to  the  region  by  the  same  name) 
to  Maua  through  the  Nyambene  hills  is 
good  enough.  The  green  fields  alongside 
it  belie  the  drought  conditions  that  have 
prevailed  in  recent  years.  The  paved 
road  belies  that  public  electricity  ends 
10  miles  before  you  reach  Maua  and  that 
there  are  no  roads  beyond  Maua  for 
reaching  the  vast  majority  of  the  area's 
people  in  conventional  vehicles. 

Remoteness  in  the  case  of  this  area 
does  not  mean  sparsely  populated.  There 


are  some  200,000  people  in  the  area  for 
whom  Maua  Methodist  Hospital  is  the 
only  medical  facility.  The  next  closest 
clinic  is  more  than  10  miles  away.  When 
few  people  have  cars  and  public  trans¬ 
portation  is  virtually  non-existent,  10 
miles  might  as  well  be  100. 

We  experienced  the  area’s  remoteness 
firsthand  as  we  traveled  down  an  incred¬ 
ibly  rocky  trail  in  a 
Land  Rover.  We  ^ 

were  going  to  one  of  jj 
the  13  outpost  clinics  i 
and  dispensaries  op- 
erated  by  the  hospi¬ 
tal.  We  experienced 
the  area’s  deceptive¬ 
ly  large  population _ _ _ 

as  we  noticed  little  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
heads  of  varying  sizes  peeking  through 
the  bushes  at  us  every  few  feet  as  we 
crept  and  jostled  along  the  “road.” 

Hospital,  church  taken  to  people 

The  main  hospital  has  only  131  beds 
and  is  almost  always  filled  to  capacity— 
and  beyond.  Since  relatively  few  of  the 
people  who  need  medical  attention  can 
come  to  the  hospital,  the  hospital’s  out¬ 
post  dispensaries  take  the  hospital— and 
with  it  the  church— to  the  people. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  Kinaone  dis¬ 
pensary.  some  nurses  from  the  hospital 
were  distributing  maize  and  meal  re¬ 
ceived  from  an  overseas  relief  organiza¬ 
tion.  Mothers  had  come  with  their 
children  to  receive  a  four-pound  allot¬ 
ment.  Two  mothers  were  identified  as 
having  children  suffering  from  malnutri¬ 
tion  and  in  need  of  returning  to  the  main 
hospital  for  treatment. 

These  outposts  are  also  used  to  dis¬ 
pense  medicine  and  to  educate  people 
who  come  regarding  proper  sanitation 
and  preventive  health  care. 

At  the  nearby  village,  a  young  man 
saw  the  name  “Maua  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal”  on  our  Land  Rover  and  drew  me 
aside  to  ask  if  I  had  seen  their  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  he  pointed.  He  identi¬ 
fied  himself  as  the  youth  leader  there 
and  said  the  church  regularly  overflows 
with  people  on  Sunday  morning.  His 
words  and  facial  expression  conveyed  a 
deep  love  for  the  church  and  for  the 
message  of  love  and  concern  the  church 
represents  in  the  lives  of  his  people. 

New  maternity  ward  needed 

When  we  returned  to  the  hospital,  a 
task  force  headed  by  Dr.  Michael 
Heisler,  a  short-term  UM  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  from  New  Mexico,  was  trying  to 
devise  a  way  to  build  a  new  maternity 
ward.  Some  4,000  children  are  born  dur¬ 
ing  a  typical  year  at  Maua  Hospital. 

The  present  ward  has  only  30  beds  and 


has  needed  to  be  expanded  or  replaced 
for  several  years.  The  ward  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  40  mothers  and  babies  on  the  day 
I  was  there— with  some  forced  to  share 
beds.  Undesirable  as  that  may  be,  we 
were  told:  “We  turn  no  one  away.” 

Once  funds  are  secured  to  build  a  new 
maternity  ward,  the  number  of  beds  will 
double  from  30  to  60.  Dr.  Heisler  and  his 
doctor-wife  Jean  hope  that  plans  and  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  new  ward  can  be 
completed  before  they  return  to  the 
United  States  in  May. 

I  asked  what  would  be  done  with  the 
old  maternity  ward  when  the  new  one 
was  built.  A  member  of  the  hospital  staff 
expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  provide 
some  adequate  administrative  offices. 

I  was  impressed  by  the  quick,  firm 
response  to  that  suggested  need  by  the 
hospital’s  administrator,  Mr.  Joseph 
Mithika:  “Which  should  come  first,  beds 
or  offices?  As  long  as  we  have  more 
people  needing  medical  attention  than 
we  have  beds,  we  will  add  beds  before 
offices.” 

I  asked  Mr.  Mithika  and  his  associate 
administrator,  Louise  D.  Hall,  a  United 
Methodist  nurse-teacher  from  northern 
New  York,  about  the  hospital’s  charges. 
They  said  the  typical  patient  pays  25 
shillings  (about  $1.50)  per  day  for  a 
room— but  that  no  one  is  turned  away 
because  of  inability  to  pay. 

United  Methodism  involved  here 

On  the  other  side  of  the  hospital 
ground  is  a  nursing  school  where  105 
students  are  enrolled  in  a  three  year  pro¬ 
gram  of  learning  basic  nursing  skills. 
This  work  is  coordinated  by  another 
United  Methodist,  Mattie  Tolley,  from 
Oklahoma. 

Next  door  we  saw  the  foundation  for  a 
new  family  health  center  being  erected 
with  a  $90,000  grant  from  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  The  cen¬ 
ter  will  be  used  to  provide  special  care 
for  small  children  and  to  dispense  fam¬ 
ily-planning  information  and  a  variety  of 
illness-prevention  information. 

Maua  Methodist  Hospital’s  ministry  to 
people  here  is  all  the  more  remarkable 
when  one  realizes  that  its  only  source  of 
electricity  is  a  generator  run  for  four  to 
five  hours  during  the  evening.  During  an 
outbreak  of  cholera  last  fall,  it  was  kept 
in  much  greater  use,  but  the  cost  of  fuel¬ 
ing  the  generator  is  too  great  to  keep  it 
running  that  way  routinely. 

Can  you  imagine  the  problems  of  run¬ 
ning  a  hospital  without  a  continuous  sup¬ 
ply  of  electricity?  The  hospital's  laundry, 
for  example,  must  be  done  by  hand  in 
water  heated  over  a  wood  fire.  A  continu¬ 
ous  electrical  supply  would  make  possible 
the  installation  of  a  commercial  grade 


electric  washer  and  dryer— and  produce 
much  cleaner  and  more  sterile  laundry. 

The  hospital  staff,  however,  does  not 
complain.  As  we  are  observing  in  so 
many  areas  of  church  life  here,  people 
make  the  best  they  can  of  what  they 
have  rather  than  complaining  about 
what  they  lack. 

They  make  up  for  their  lack  of  materi¬ 
al  sources  with  their  dedication  and 
commitment  to  the  task  at  hand.  These 
qualities  have  led  the  Kenyan  govern¬ 
ment,  which  once  was  moving  toward 
taking  over  all  hospital  care,  to  reaffirm 
the  importance  of  non-governmental 
hospitals  like  Maua  Methodist. 

These  same  qualities  also  lead  many 
persons  to  seek  treatment  at  a  missions 
hospital  rather  than  a  government-spon¬ 
sored  hospital  when  there  is  a  choice. 

All  agree  wistfully,  however,  that  the 
hospital  could  minister  even  more  effec¬ 
tively  if  it  had  more  electrical  capacity 
and  a  more  adequate  laundry. 

Christian  identity  unmistakable 

A  chapel  stands  at  the  center  of  Maua 
Methodist  Hospital’s  grounds.  It  testifies 
eloquently,  though  non-verbally,  that  the 
work  of  this  institution  is  carried  out  in 


the  name  and  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  importance  of  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  is  even  more  apparent  in  conversa¬ 
tions  with  the  hospital  staff  and  as  one 
looks  into  the  faces  of  those  being  served 
by  the  hospital. 

For  them,  the  church— as  seen  in  the 
effort  of  Maua  Methodist  Hospital— of¬ 
fers  them  not  only  God’s  saving  Word 
but  eternal  hope.  It  also  comes  to  them 
with  medicine  to  heal  their  ailments, 
food  to  sustain  their  bodies  and  a  sincere 
desire  to  help  them  live  as  happily  and 
fruitfully  as  possible. 

The  church‘s  ‘real  face’ 

The  “real  face  of  the  church”  as  seen 
through  this  institution  is  thus  revealed 
to  have  an  integrated  concern  for  medi¬ 
cal  treatment  and  preventive  care,  nu¬ 
trition  and  community  service, 
education  and  vocational  training  and 
evangelistic  outreach. 

With  such  a  “face,”  it  is  not  surprising 
that  Methodism  is  experiencing  explo¬ 
sive  growth  in  this  area  and  that  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  here  are  filled  to 
overflowing  on  Sunday  with  people  of  all 
ages. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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RECEIVERS  THEN,  INVESTORS  NOW 

Christian  education  and  neighborhood  needs  have  been  priorities  for 
members  of  the  Sharp  Street  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  its  history  dating  from  1802.  Along  the  way  a  low-cost  loan  from 
the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  helped  the  church. 

Now  this  mission-minded  congregation  invests  in  UMDF  to  enable 
other  churches  to  grow. 

Is  your  church  helping  another  church  expand  its  ministry?  Write  for 
information  about  a  safe,  Christian  investment  for  your  church  and 
members  of  your  church.  Interest  is  currently  9.5%  per  annum. 


Ms.  Nova  Langston  (Phone  212-870-3856) 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303-V1 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115 

Name. _ 

Address_ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 


Phone  Number_ 


The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only, 
limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  exempt 
or  registered. 

Please  write  to  schedule  a  free  video. 

Date: _ Format: _ 
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Afghan  famine  warning 


sounded 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 


The  people  of  Afghanistan  — their  agri¬ 
culture  devastated  by  five  years  of  Sovi¬ 
et  invasion— are  reported  on  the  verge 
of  a  massive  famine. 

Church  World  Service  of  the  U.S.  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  now  is  seek¬ 
ing  $100,000  from  member  denomina¬ 
tions  such  as  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  move  food,  blankets  and 
medical  supplies  into  Afghanistan  battle 
zones.  That  includes  nearly  all  of  the 
nation  outside  cities. 


m* 


UM  role  to  be  decided 

Directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  will  decide  at  their 
mid-April  meeting  in  New  York  City 
whether  to  participate  in  the  expanded 
relief  effort  and  whether  to  give  United 
Methodists  a  channel  through  which  to 
contribute. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  the  relief  commit¬ 
tee's  chief  executive,  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  decision  to  participate  won’t  be 
automatic  because  of  complicating  is¬ 
sues. 

The  major  problem,  she  said,  is  that 
aid  cannot  be  delivered  to  civilians  in 
Afghanistan  without  also  helping  the  re¬ 
bels.  The  Islamic  rebels  are  trying  to 
drive  the  Soviet  military  from  their 
country  and  topple  the  Afghan  govern¬ 
ment  set  up  by  the  Soviets. 

Bruce  Rogers,  Church  World  Service 
representative  in  Pakistan,  agreed  that 
it  is  “impossible  to  reach  civilians  with 
aid  without  at  the  same  time  reaching 
combatants."  He  added,  “One  way  to  put 
it  is  that  everybody  is  a  combatant.” 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  she  continues  to 
study  the  situation  and  has  no  doubt  that 
true  need  exists.  “But  it  comes  down  to 
the  fact  that  we  would  be  supporting  one 
side  of  the  war,"  she  said.  “UMCOR  tra¬ 
ditionally  has  not  done  that.” 

She  said  she  sees  no  real  dilemma  in 
trying  to  provide  food.  But  most  medical 
aid  likely  will  be  used  to  stop  bleeding 
and  to  clean  wounds  related  to  military 
activity,  she  said.  “I’m  just  not  sure  if 
this  is  the  role  of  UMCOR,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  she  is  in  great  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  Afghan  rebels,  especially 
after  having  experienced  the  feelings  of 
fear  of  an  imminent  invasion  earlier  in 
her  career  when  she  arrived  in  Nepal  as 
a  missionary. 

“It  tears  my  heart  to  think  how  I’d  feel 
if  I  were  an  Afghan  seeing  my  country 
ripped  apart  by  invaders,"  she  said.  “I 
might  even  commit  myself  to  fight.  But  I 
don’t  think  that’s  the  role  for  the  head  of 
UMCOR  to  take.” 

Further  complicating  matters  is  the 
fact  that  no  side  in  the  war  is  fighting  by 
internationally  accepted  standards,  a  re¬ 
cent  United  Nations  commission  investi- 


Discipleship  board  considers  social  concerns 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE -The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  reemphasized  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  as  its  top  priority 
at  the  recent  board  meeting  here. 

But  attention  to  such  topics  as  peace 
and  justice,  the  sanctuary  movement 
and  congressional  legislation  tended  to 
give  the  meeting  the  sound  of  a  General 
Board  of  Society  agenda. 

In  his  opening  address  Bishop  George 
Bashore.  president  of  the  board— ac¬ 
knowledging  the  apparent  social  empha¬ 
sis-said,  “Every  social  and  economic 
issue  is  a  moral  issue  and  therefore 
should  be  on  the  agenda  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.” 

A  new  approach 

After  eight  years  of  denominational 
emphasis  on  ethnic  minority  churches, 
the  board  is  trying  a  new  approach. 

Board  leaders  hope  a  new  organiza¬ 
tional  plan  will  bring  more  results.  Re¬ 
ports  on  the  ethnic  minority  emphasis 
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permeated  the  board’s  meeting  here 
Feb.  26  to  March  1. 

Instead  of  relegating  most  duties  for 
developing  and  strengthening  minority 
churches  to  a  special  committee,  the 
board  is  requiring  all  standing  units  of 
the  agency  to  integrate  the  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  emphasis  into  their  standard  work. 

The  board's  goal  is  that  the  missional 
priority  will  become  incorporated  into 
the  overall  program  of  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship.  That  way  it  should  continue  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  board’s  program 
even  after  “Developing  and  Strengthen¬ 
ing  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for 
Witness  and  Mission"  is  no  longer  the 
missional  priority  of  the  church. 

The  1984  General  Conference  decided  to 
continue  that  as  the  missional  priority  for 
the  third  consecutive  four-year  period. 

Actions  taken  for  minorities 

The  EMLC  emphasis  was  addressed  at 
the  board  meeting  in  various  ways,  in¬ 
cluding  the  following: 

•The  Upper  Room  section  is  planning 
an  Academy  on  Spiritual  Formation  in 
the  Black  Experience. 

•The  Upper  Room  is  developing  a 
course  on  Native  American  spirituality 
for  the  Seabeck  Prayer  and  Bible  Con¬ 
ference  in  June  or  July.  An  issue  of  the 
youth  magazine  Alive  Now!  on  Native 
American  spirituality  has  nearly  sold 
out  its  second  edition. 

•  A  translation  into  Spanish  of  the  Up¬ 
per  Room’s  Emmaus  resources  is  in  pro¬ 
gress. 

•  Translation  into  Korean  of  The  Up¬ 
per  Room’s  “Ten  Brave  Christians"  pro¬ 
gram  for  local  churches  has  just  begun. 


•Plans  are  being  made  to  train  Ko¬ 
rean  leaders  in  using  the  “Ten  Brave 
Christians”  program. 

•The  Upper  Room  has  projected  a 
book  on  prayer  in  the  black  tradition. 

•  The  section  including  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  has  committed  $10,000  in  special 
grants  and  gifts  for  scholarships  and 
travel  for  ethnic  minority  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  the  Men’s  Congress  at  Purdue 
July  12-14. 

•The  section  on  evangelism  is  work¬ 
ing  on  a  program  in  which  every  local 
church  would  have  a  person,  lay  or  cler¬ 
gy,  of  a  different  ethnic  or  racial  heri¬ 
tage  as  guest  speaker  by  1987. 

•The  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
committee  distributed  to  board  mem¬ 
bers  the  missional  priority  operation 
manual  for  1985-88.  The  manual  con¬ 
tains  the  theological  foundations  for  the . 
priority,  specific  objectives  and  strate¬ 
gies  for  its  implementation  in  the  local 
church. 

Application  deadlines  for  funding  for 
ethnic  minority  local  church  projects, 
according  to  the  EMLC  coordinator  Da¬ 
vid  White,  are  July  1  and  Nov.  1  each 
year.  The  Board  of  Discipleship,  he  said, 
administers  20  percent  of  the  apportion¬ 
ments  for  the  missional  priority,  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  15  percent, 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  20  percent  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  45  percent. 

During  this  quadrennium,  up  to  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  missional  priority  apportion¬ 
ment  can  stay  in  the  annual  conference 
and  be  used  in  consultation  with  the  re¬ 
spective  conference  council  on  minis¬ 
tries  director  and  general  board  EMLC 
representative,  Mr.  White  said. 

Discipleship  takes  up  issues 

The  theme  of  Peace  with  Justice  pro¬ 
vided  the  content  for  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices  and  special  presentations  during 
the  plenary  sessions. 

The  800  "peace  advocates”  in  United 
Methodist  congregations,  which  the 
board  supports  with  resources,  have  or 
soon  will  have  more  than  60  aids  avail¬ 
able  through  Discipleship  Resources  and 
The  Upper  Room. 

In  collaboration  with  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  will  offer  a  Peace  with  Justice 
continuing  education  event  for  clergy 
and  laity  in  June  1985. 

Three  resolutions  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  reflect  the  board’s  con¬ 
cern  for  social  and  economic  issues  and 
their  effect  on  local  churches  and  church 
members: 

•The  board  recorded  strong  support 
“for  maintenance  of  the  existing  rules 
regarding  income  tax  deductibility  for 
all  charitable  deductions,  continuation  of 
the  charitable  deduction  for  non-itemiz¬ 
ing  taxpayers  and  continuation  of  the 


PESHAWAR,  Pakistan  —  This  four-generational  family  is  typical  of  refugees  driven  from  Afghanistan  by  the  con¬ 
tinuing  Soviet  invasion.  Family  members  walked  more  than  a  month  to  reach  the  border.  One  man  (at  left)  carried 
his  grandmother  (middle)  all  the  way  on  his  back.  The  U.S.  National  Council  of  Churches  is  seeking  $100,000  to  help 
people  in  Afghanistan  so  they  may  not  have  to  become  refugees  reporter  staff  photo  by  roy  Howard  beck 

Since  1980.  Church  World  Service 
(with  UMCOR  participating),  together 
with  Pakistan  and  European  churches, 
has  provided  more  than  $3  million  in  an 
effort  to  help  Afghans  who  have  left 
their  homeland.  About  3  million  Afghan 
refugees  are  in  Pakistan.  Another  2 
million  are  thought  to  have  fled  to  Iran. 

Mr.  Tumipseed  said,  “Thousands,  if  not 
millions  more,  will  come  to  Pakistan  if 
something  is  not  done  to  make  life  more 
bearable  inside  Afghanistan." 

Another  Kampuchea? 

Mr.  Turnipseed  said  he  is  haunted  by 
thoughts  of  the  nightmarish  bloodbath 
wrought  by  the  Khmer  Rouge  in  Kampu¬ 
chea  (Cambodia)  during  the  1970s  with¬ 
out  the  rest  of  the  world  seeming  to 
know  what  was  happening.  "What  if  we 
find  later  that  the  same  thing  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  Afghanistan?”  he  said. 

He  said  it  is  difficult  to  second-guess 
what  the  churches  could  have  done  even 
if  they  had  known  what  was  happening 
in  Kampuchea.  Some  Kampuchea  refu¬ 
gees  during  that  period  tried  to  tell  of 
the  slaughter  but  were  not  believed,  he 
said.  “At  least  were  making  some  ef¬ 
forts  inside  Afghanistan.”  he  said. 

Refugee  physicians  told  the  Reporter 
last  September  that  the  Soviets  were 
bombing  everything  in  towns  and  the 
countryside  that  looked  like  a  health  or 
school  facility.  A  United  Nations  human 
rights  commission  this  month  confirmed 
that  as  well  as  other  massive  human 
rights  violations  by  the  Soviet  and  Af¬ 
ghan  government  forces. 


gation  indicates.  The  investigation 
findings  say  the  rebels  as  well  as  the 
Soviets  and  the  government  are  using 
summary  executions  and  torturing  pri¬ 
soners. 

Famine  said  man-made 

The  approaching  famine  in  Afghani¬ 
stan  is  essentially  man-made,  said  the 
Rev.  Lawrence  Turnipseed,  head  of 
Church  World  Service’s  southern  Asian 
operations. 

"There  is  evidence  of  conscious  dis¬ 
ruption  of  the  food  supply  system  by  the 
Soviets,"  he  said.  "Much  of  the  normal 
civil  life  has  been  thoroughly  disrupted.” 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  offi¬ 
cial  described  a  “very  real  threat  of 
famine  and  starvation"  and  pointed  to 
decreased  agricultural  production,  high 
food  prices  and  inadequate  nutrition  in 
children  as  evidences. 

When  the  Reporter  visited  the  Afghan¬ 
istan/Pakistan  border  last  September, 
newly  arrived  refugees  told  of  Soviet  at¬ 
tempts  to  drive  all  civilians  from  their 
farms. 

International  magazines  now  are  re¬ 
porting  that  the  Soviet  army’s  "scorched 
earth”  policy  has  left  some  parts  of  Af- 


current  rules  concerning  gifts  for  appre¬ 
ciated  property  at  market  value.”  Copies 
were  to  be  sent  to  President  Reagan, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James  Baker 
and  Congressional  leaders. 

The  Section  on  Stewardship  also  urged 
that  United  Methodists  write  President 
Reagan,  the  U.S.  senators  and  U.S.  rep¬ 
resentatives  urging  them  to  support  the 
Charitable  Contributions  Acts  adopted  in 
1981. 

Section  representatives  pointed  out 
that  economists  estimate  the  adoption  of 
the  Treasury  Department  proposal  to  do 
away  with  the  Charitable  Contributions 
Act  and  substitute  its  2  percent  proposal 
(with  no  deduction  allowance  for  unreal¬ 
ized  capital  gains  on  gifts  or  appreciated 
property)  would  reduce  total  charitable 
giving  individuals  an  estimated  25  per¬ 
cent  or  $13  billion  a  year. 

That,  the  committee  said,  would 
greatly  reduce  support  for  the  nation’s 
charitable  institutions,  to  the  detriment 
of  those  they  serve,  at  a  time  when  sup¬ 
port  needs  to  be  increased  rather  than 
decreased. 

•The  board  urged  President  Reagan 
to  sign  legislation  to  guarantee  loans  to 
farmers. 

This  legislation,  it  was  pointed  out,  af¬ 
fects  many  United  Methodists  and  local 
congregations. 

•The  board  registered  support  of  the 
two  indicted  United  Methodists  involved 
in  the  sanctuary  movement  for  their 
“courageous  acts  and  witness  to  their 
faith."  The  chairperson  was  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  the  appropriate  federal  authori¬ 
ties  the  Board  of  Discipleship's  support 
of  local  congregations  and  church  work¬ 
ers  who  have  “chosen  to  carry  out  their 
discipleship  ministry  in  the  Central 
America  sanctuary  movement." 

Major  concerns  voiced  in  discussion  of 
the  resolution  were  the  manner  in  which 
the  government  infiltrated  church 
groups  to  make  its  case  against  sanctu¬ 
ary  workers  and  the  need  to  affirm,  not 
the  sanctuary  movement  per  se,  but 
those  persons’  choices  of  acting  our  their 
faith  in  the  sanctuary  movement. 

The  board  also  affirmed  the  planning 
for  a  major  national  meeting  of  United 
Methodist  youth  in  1988.  The  focus  would 
be  on  spiritual  formation  and  daily  disci¬ 
pleship. 

Additionally,  two  organizations  were 
approved  for  first-time  affiliate  status 
with  the  board:  the  Order  of  St.  Luke  and 
Marriage  Encounter:  United  Methodist. 

The  board  approved  a  change  in  status 
for  United  Methodist  Association  of  Pro¬ 
fessors  of  Christian  Education  from  af¬ 
filiate  to  consultative  and  accepted 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship  on  con¬ 
sultative  status. 

Affiliates  have  voice  but  not  vote  in 
both  the  related  section  of  the  board  and 
in  the  general  plenaries.  Consultatives 
have  voice  only  in  the  related  sectional 
meetings. 


ghanistan  almost  empty  of  people  and 
other  parts  with  emaciated  children. 
Standard  signs  of  approaching  famine, 
like  panic  selling  of  cattle  to  buy  grain, 
are  evident,  the  magazines  report. 

No  U.S.  church  aid  yet 

European  churches  have  been  sending 
aid  for  a  year-and-a-half  through  Paki¬ 
stan  and  into  the  vast  countryside  of  Af¬ 
ghanistan,  which  is  outside  the  control  of 
the  Soviet  and  Afghan  government 
forces  (see  UMR,  Oct.  12). 

Food  can  be  shipped  into  some  parts 
of  the  country  by  trucks  from  Pakistan, 
Mr.  Turnipseed  said. 

A  group  of  Afghan  refugee  physicians 
is  using  European  church  aid  to  train 
refugees  in  Pakistan  to  be  paramedics. 
Churches  also  are  paying  for  medical 
supplies,  which  paramedics  are  carrying 
into  Afghanistan  by  backpack. 

Although  Church  World  Service  ap¬ 
proved  sending  some  aid  last  summer, 
little  money  was  collected,  and  none 
sent,  Mr.  Turnipseed  said. 

The  relief  agency's  directors  made  a 
new  pledge  of  help  in  February  and  es¬ 
tablished  the  $100,000  goal  after  hearing 
a  positive  report  from  its  own  on-site 
investigating  team. 

The  first  contribution  ($35,000)  has 
been  received  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  officials  said.. 

Church  World  Service  decided  not  to  ac¬ 
cept  money  from  the  U.S.  government  to 
make  clear  that  the  aid  is  humanitarian 
and  “not  related  to  any  particular  politi¬ 
cal  or  military  objective,”  officials  said. 


I 


unrisT.. 

'neither  BlacK 
nor  White 

NEW  YORK — Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (right)  meets  with  the  Rev.  Patricia 
Townsend  (left),  Ruth  Harris  (holding  sign)  and  the  Rev.  James  Benson 
during  a  March  4  anti-apartheid  demonstration  outside  the  South  African 
consulate  here.  general  board  of  global  ministries  photo; 

Bishop  White  arrested 
with  apartheid  protesters 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK -United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  C.  Dale  White  of  the  New  York  Area 
was  arrested  along  with  110  United 
Methodists  from  the  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  annual  conferences  March  4  after 
demonstrating  against  apartheid  in  front 
of  the  South  African  consulate  here. 

Bishop  White  was  the  third  United 
Methodist  bishop  arrested  in  recent 
weeks  for  protesting  apartheid.  South 
Africa's  practice  of  racial  discrimina¬ 
tion. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  the  Ohio 
East  Area  and  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel 
of  the  Washington,  D  C.,  Area  were  ar¬ 
rested  in  January  in  front  of  the  South 
African  Embassy  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Bishop  White  and  the  New  York  City 
demonstrators  were  charged  vttith  disor¬ 
derly  conduct  and  ordered  to  appear  in 
court  April  10. 

The  March  4  protest  was  reportedly 
the  largest  anti-apartheid  demonstration 
to  date  in  New  York  City.  About  200 
clergy  and  laypeople  gathered  at  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  for  a  worship 


service  betuic  uie  iuur-block  march  to! 
the  consulate. 

The  Rev.  George  McClain,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action,  led  the  service.  He  re¬ 
minded  the  worshipers  about  Jesus  driv¬ 
ing  the  moneychangers  out  of  the  temple. 

The  protesters  marched  through  an 
icy  rain  down  Park  Avenue.  They  car¬ 
ried  signs  that  read:  “Together— Not 
Apart(heid),"  "Let  Christ  Rule  in  South 
Africa”  and  "Thy  Will  Be  Done  In  South 
Africa.” 

Bishop  White  told  the  crowd  that 
apartheid  was  “legalized  racism  in  its 
crudest  form.”  He  urged  President  Rea 
gan  to  abandon  the  policy  of  “construe- 
tive  engagement"  in  favor  of  a  “forceful' 
U.S.  policy  of  political  and  economic 
pressures  to  end  apartheid.” 

The  bishop  and  the  protesters  sang 
“We  Shall  Overcome.”  After  refusing  a 
police  order  to  leave,  protesters  sang  a 
chorus  of  "We  Shall  Not  Be  Moved.’! 
That  brought  smiles  to  the  faces  of  the  ar^ 
resting  police  officers,  Mr.  McClain  said. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


Gift  from  youth  group 
flowers  above  church 


DR.  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN 

Invites  you  on  one  of 
his  1985  Summer  Tours  — 

Holy  Land  and 
Cairo, Egypt 
June  16-25 
Scandinavia  and 
Russia  Tour 
August  18-30 


These  ore  Deluxe  tours  —  using  the  best  hotels, 
finest  buses,  friendly  fellowship  of  delightful  people, 
several  states,  representing  various  church  denominations.  Many  life-time  friendships  are 
formed.  Dr.  Allen  goes  eoch  day  on  the  bus  and  at  night  lectures  as  opportunity  permits. 
Mrs.  Mildred  Parker  is  co-host  of  the  tours. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York 
For  complete  detoils,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
Transco  Tower,  12th  Floor 
P.O.Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 

Or  coll,  713/439-4072  _ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PLAINFIELD,  Ill. -The  bell  in  the 
tower  at  Sharon  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  tolling  here  for  130 
years. 

Folks  hardly  looked  up  anymore 
when  it  rang.  Until  now. 

The  bell,  once  hidden  behind  plain 
wooden  louver  doors  on  the  frame 
church,  now  rings  behind  brilliantly 
colored  stained  glass  panels  showing 
the  Rose  of  Sharon. 

The  stained  glass  panels  depicts  tum¬ 
bling  rose  leaves,  and  circular  glass- 
work  depicts  the  red  rose.  The  panels 
were  designed  and  made  by  members  of 
the  church’s  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship. 

The  youth  group  wanted  to  give  the 
church  a  gift  that  would  be  “a  remind¬ 
er  of  God’s  love,"  said  Daryl  Zimmer¬ 
man,  one  of  the  eight  young  people 
involved  in  the  project. 

The  youth  chose  the  Rose  of  Sharon 
"because  of  our  church  name  . . .  and 
because  we  sing  the  hymn  entitled  ‘Je¬ 
sus,  Rose  of  Sharon’  and  we  read  about 
the  Rose  of  Sharon  in  the  Song  of  Solo¬ 
mon,”  he  said. 

The  UMYF  group  started  to  work  on 
the  bell  tower  project  after  the  young 
people  had  taken  a  course  in  stained 
glass  design  by  Ruth  Keene,  a  laywom- 
an  in  the  church  and  local  stained  glass 
artist. 

Three  years  ago,  the  youth  group 
made  its  first  stained  glass  window  for 
the  interior  of  the  church.  Framed  in 
oak,  that  window  is  lighted  from  within 
the  church. 

“We  knew  after  working  with  the 
smaller  pieces  of  stained  glass  that 
making  windows  for  the  bell  tower  was 
going  to  be  an  expensive  project,"  said 
Tia  Hambly,  another  member  of  the 
youth  group. 

The  youth  sold  candy,  collected  alu¬ 
minum  cans  and  sponsored  a  breakfast 
and  chili  supper  to  raise  $800  needed  to 
finance  the  project. 

The  group  worked  on  the  windows 
initially  in  Mrs.  Keene’s  home. 

Each  24-by-13-inch  vertical  panel 
that  replaced  the  wooden  louver  doors 
contains  80  individual  pieces  of  glass, 
the  workers  said.  The  circular  rose, 
measuring  36  inches  in  diameter,  con¬ 
tains  190  pieces. 

Each  piece  was  cut  a  fraction  small¬ 
er  than  the  pattern  to  allow  for  an 
edging  of  copper  foil  tape.  A  light  cov¬ 
er  of  solder  was  applied  over  the  cop¬ 
per  to  prevent  oxidation,  which  would 
turn  the  copper  green,  the  young  glass- 
makers  said. 


PLAINFIELD,  Ill.— A  stained- 
glass  window  made  by  youth  at 
Sharon  UMC  here  shows  the  Rose  of 
Sharon. 

PHOTO  BY  THE  JOLIET  HERALD-NEWS 

The  pattern  was  put  together  “like  a 
giant  jig  saw  puzzle,”  Mr.  Zimmerman 
said.  A  second  coat  of  solder  was  ap¬ 
plied  that  strengthened  the  bond  of  the 
pieces  with  the  frame,  he  explained. 

The  panels  were  handled  with  great 
care.  If  a  section  is  broken,  the  entire 
panel  would  have  to  be  made  over. 

Sheets  of  Plexiglass  were  placed  in 
the  openings  before  installing  the  win¬ 
dows.  Those  will  protect  the  stained 
glass  from  strong  winds  and  wind¬ 
blown  objects. 

The  windows  were  dedicated  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  Lights  installed  to  show  the 
windows  to  the  community  are  on  be¬ 
tween  5  and  9  p.m. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 
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Scarritt  to  learn  fate  of  increased  funding  request 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Officials  at  Scarritt  College  will  find 
out  this  weekend  if  two  United  Methodist 
agencies  will  help  end  the  deficit  opera¬ 
tion  at  the  graduate  school  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  through  1988. 

Since  October,  a  task  force  from  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  and-  the  General  Council  of  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  has  been  look¬ 
ing  at  how  much  money  the  93-year-old 
school  deserved  to  receive  from  denomi¬ 
national  coffers  during  the  current  qua- 
drennium. 

The  task  force’s  report  is  to  be  re¬ 
leased  this  weekend  in  San  Antonio  dur¬ 
ing  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry’s  Division  of 
Higher  Education. 

Scarritt  officials  think  the  college 
merits  an  unrestricted  $300,000  a  year 
from  a  $500,000  appropriation  by  the 
1984  General  Conference  for  the  Three 
College-University  Fund.  That’s  because 
Scarritt  is  the  only  educational  institu¬ 
tion  directly  tied  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  top  governing 
assembly. 

Before  1985  Scarritt  shared  the  annual 
$500,000  appropriation  with  American 
University  in  Washington  and  Alaska 
Pacific  University  in  Anchorage.  Scar- 
ritt’s  portion  averaged  $150,000  a  year, 
said  the  Rev.  Donald  Welch,  Scarritt’s 
president. 

Of  that  annual  allotment.  $120,000 
were  unrestricted  and  went  into  the  gen¬ 
eral  operating  budget,  he  said.  The  addi¬ 
tional  money  came  as  designated  grants 
for  specific  projects.  Scarritt  had  to 
compete  for  that  designated-grant  mon¬ 
ey  with  the  other  two  universities. 

Funding  doubled 

In  October  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  voted  to  recommend 
to  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  that  Scarritt  receive 
$300,000  for  general  operating  funds  this 
year.  The  board  also  appointed  a  task 
force  to  study  appropriate  levels  of 
future  funding. 


School  began  training  missionaries 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Before  Scarritt  College  turned  into  a 
graduate  training  center  for  Christian 
education  and  church  music  in  1980, 
the  school  had  a  long  history  of  prepar¬ 
ing  missionaries. 

Belle  Harris  Bennett,  a  leader  in  the 
Woman’s  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  decided  in 
1887  that  the  church  needed  a  school  to 
train  women  for  missionary  work.  She 
launched  a  fund-raising  drive  to  help 
establish  such  an  institution. 

In  1892  the  Scarritt  Bible  and  Train¬ 
ing  School  opened  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
The  school  was  named  for  Nathan 
Scarritt,  who  in  1855  was  the  first  pre¬ 
siding  elder  (district  superintendent)  of 
the  Kickapoo  District  of  the  Kansas 
Missionary  Conference  of  the  Southern 
Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Scarritt  donated  the  land  for  the 
school  and  $25,000  to  the  cause.  When 
he  died  shortly  after  making  his  gift, 
the  trustees  decided  to  name  the  insti¬ 
tution  for  him. 

Tn  1924  the  school  moved  to  Nash¬ 


ville,  Tenn.,  and  became  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  for  Christian  Workers.  It  joined  in 
cooperative  training  with  Vanderbilt 
University  and  the  then  independent 
George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers 
(now  part  of  Vanderbilt). 

Over  the  years  Scarritt  has  offered 
undergraduate  and  graduate  programs 
in  mission  training,  evangelism,  Chris¬ 
tian  education,  church  and  community, 
church  music  and  women’s  studies 

In  1980,  after  nearly  a  decade  of  fi¬ 
nancial  difficulties,  Scarritt  eliminated 
its  undergraduate  courses  plus  several 
graduate  programs  and  evolved  into  a 
graduate  center  concentrating  on 
Christian  education  and  church  music. 

In  1981,  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
ended  its  ties  with  Scarritt.  Those 
bonds  traced  their  roots  to  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Society  of  the  southern  church.  The 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  assumed  total  oversight 
responsibility  for  the  denomination. 

-DOUGLAS  CANNON 


The  finance  council  subsequently  ap¬ 
proved  the  $300,000  allocation  to  Scar¬ 
ritt  for  1985  and  decided  to  name  two 
people  to  join  the  Scarritt  task  force. 

"That  ($300,000  a  year)  is  the  level  of 
funding  we  need  to  keep  Scarritt  on  an 
even  keel  and  to  allow  us  to  do  the  mis¬ 
sion  approved  bv  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,”  Mr.  Welch  said. 

That  mission  is  unique  among  United 
Methodist  colleges,  universities  and  sem¬ 
inaries,  Mr.  Welch  said.  Scarritt  is 
charged  with  providing  graduate  educa¬ 
tion  in  Christian  education  and  church 
music  to  prepare  students  for  full-time 
jobs  within  the  church  as  ordained  minis¬ 
ters  or  lay  workers. 

But  the  emphasis  at  Scarritt  is  on  lay 
ministry,  he  said. 

"At  any  other  theological  seminary, 
the  priority  is  on  the  education  of  per- 


Recruiting  students  given  special  priority 

cooperate 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  gave  special  priority  re¬ 
cently  to  identifying  and  recruiting  po¬ 
tential  students  for  Scarritt  College  and 
for  work  in  church  music  and  Christian 
education. 

A  resolution  approved  Feb.  26  at  the 
general  board’s  semiannual  meeting 
urged  "the  boards  and  agencies  and  gen¬ 
eral  membership  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  to  affirm  Scarritt  Graduate 
School  in  its  commitment  to  quality  edu¬ 
cation”  in  church  music  and  Christian 
education. 

Further,  the  board  committed  itself  to 


finding  additional  ways  to 
with  the  Nashville  college. 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  discipleship  board,  said 
the  resolution  was  not  meant  to  support 
one  United  Methodist  school  over  anoth¬ 
er.  The  board  just  wanted  to  go  on  re¬ 
cord  as  affirming  that  "Scarritt  ought  to 
make  it  because  it  has  a  valuable  contri¬ 
bution  to  make  to  the  church,”  he  said. 

Scarritt  President  Donald  J.  Welch 
said  he  appreciated  the  show  of  support. 

"The  resolution  affirms  that  Scarritt  is 
making  significant  contributions  to  the  paid  no  interest  on  that  money  and  had 
areas  of  the  church  that  the  Board  of  no  plan  for  repaying  the  internal  debt, 
Discipleship  is  responsible  for,”  he  said.  Mr.  Welch  said. 


sons  for  ordained  ministry,”  said  Mr. 
Welch,  a  former  associate  dean  at  the 
Duke  University  Divinity  School.  “Ev¬ 
erything  else  is  peripheral.  It’s  the  exact 
opposite  here.” 

Yet  Scarritt  has  not  been  able  to  at¬ 
tract  students  at  a  level  projected  by  a 
1979  management  team,  Mr.  Welch  ad¬ 
mitted.  The  projections  called  for  130-to- 
135  students  this  year.  Scarritt  enrolled  104. 

Still,  Scarritt’s  58  students  working  on 
Christian  education  degrees  are  more 
than  the  total  number  of  people  special¬ 
izing  in  that  discipline  at  the  13  United 
Methodist  seminaries  combined,  Mr. 
Welch  said.  Another  38  students  are  ma¬ 
joring  in  church  music.  Eight  students 
are  taking  courses  but  not  working  to¬ 
ward  a  specific  degree. 

Mr.  Welch  attributed  the  low  enroll¬ 
ment  to  Scarritt’s  image  within  the 
church  of  being  on  the  financial  ropes 
and  on  the  verge  of  closing. 

"We  are  not  in  financial  difficulty,” 
Mr.  Welch  stressed.  “We  are  not  going 
under.  If  a  church  agency  like  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  would 
affirm  that,  we  don’t  anticipate  having 
any  trouble  meeting  our  enrollment 
goals.” 

70s  saw  financial  woes 

But  the  college  did  face  a  financial 
crisis  in  the  late  1970s.  School  officials 
had  informally  transferred  more  than 
$1.8  million  from  Scarritt’s  endowment 
fund  to  pay  operating  expenses.  Officials 


Even  after  you  retire, 
we  have  plans  to 
keep  you  in  the  black. 


Ministers  Life  offers  plans 
that  give  you  tax  advantages 
today  and  guaranteed  income 
far  tomorrow  And  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  professional,  you  can 
take  advantage  of  both. 

With  our  Tax  Deferred 
Annuity  (TDA)  Plan,  contri¬ 
butions  are  taken  out  of  your 
checks  before  you  get  them. 
So  they  arerit  subject  to  Social 
Security  taxes. 

With  our  Individual 
Retirement  Annuity  (IRA) 
Plan,  contributions  are  deduc¬ 
ted  when  you  file  your  return. 


n 


So  deposits  made  by  April 
15th  could  mean  a  big  break 
on  last  year’s  taxes. 

Our  knowledge  of  retire¬ 
ment  planning  for  the  reli¬ 
gious  professional  is  hard  to 
beat.  For  instance, 
we  know  the  tax 
implications  of 
housing  and  car 
allowances  and 
what  parts  of  your 
income  are  subject 
to  Social  Security 
tax. 

So  get  our 


TDA/IRA  retirement  plan¬ 
ning  expertise  working  for  you. 
Fill  out  and  mail  the  coupon. 
Or  call  us  toll-free  at  1-800- 
328-6124,  ext.  246.  In  Minne¬ 
sota,  call  collect  612-927-7131. 

UM  315sT| 


Ministers  Life 

Ministers  Life  Building,  Minneapolis.  Minnesota  55416 
Send  me  more  information  on  Ministers  Life  TDA  and  IRA 
retirement  plans. 

Name - - - - 


Address- 


City_ 


State 


-Zip— 


j^hone -  — Binhdaic  I 


In  the  fall  of  1979,  Scarritt’s  board  of 
trustees  asked  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to  take 
over  management  of  the  college.  The 
general  board  named  a  management 
team— headed  by  Mr.  Welch,  then  direc¬ 
tor  of  counseling  and  church-college  re¬ 
lations  at  Wofford  College  in  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.C.  —  to  study  Scarritt’s  future. 

The  team  took  steps  to  begin  paying 
interest  on  the  transferred  funds  from 
the  date  they  were  borrowed,  Mr.  Welch 
said.  It  also  implemented  a  repayment 
schedule. 

"Those  payments  have  been  made 
monthly  and  religiously  since  June 
1980,"  Mr.  Welch  said.  To  date  the'  col¬ 
lege  has  returned  more  than  $600,000  to 
its  $3. 1-million  endowment  fund.  That 
endowment  figure  includes  the  $1.2  mil¬ 
lion  still  on  loan. 

To  cut  operating  costs,  the  team  rec¬ 
ommended  that  Scarritt  drop  its  under¬ 
graduate  courses  plus  several  graduate 
programs  and  concentrate  solely  on 
graduate  training  in  Christian  education 
and  church  music. 

The  team  also  recommended  that  the 
denomination  appropriate  $300,000  to 
$400,000  a  year  to  support  Scarritt’s  gen¬ 
eral  operating  budget. 

Since  funding  usually  fell  below  that, 
Scarritt  has  had  to  borrow  more  than 
$540,000  since  1980  from  Nashville-area 
banks  to  cover  its  operating  deficits,  Mr. 
Welch  said.  “We  have  not  taken  anything 
from  the  corpus  of  the  endowment  since 
1979,”  he  said. 

Had  the  church  provided  $300,000  in 
annual  support  over  the  past  five  years, 
instead  of  about  $150,000,  Scarritt  would 
not  have  run  at  a  deficit,  Mr.  Welch  said. 

The  external  loans  since  1979  plus  the 
balance  from  the  internal  transfers  be¬ 
fore  that  time  leave  Scarritt  with  total 
indebtedness  equalling  about  $18  million. 

The  $300,000  church  allocation  for 
1985  equals  about  17  percent  of  the 
college’s  total  operating  budget,  Mr. 
Welch  said.  That  budget  percentage  is 
lower  than  the  church  support  to  any  of 
the  13  United  Methodist  seminaries 
through  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund. 

Emphasis  unattractive 

But  a  death-bed  image  doesn’t  explain 
the  full  reason  Scarritt  hasn’t  enrolled  as 
many  students  as  expected,  said  the  Rev. 
Julius  S.  Scott,  chief  executive  of  the 
denomination’s  Higher  Education  Divi¬ 
sion. 

"There  are  not  that  many  people 
around  who  are  interested  in  lay  minis¬ 
try  in  Christian  education  and  music,” 
Dr.  Scott  said.  All  13  seminaries  offer 
programs  in  Christian  education  and 
music. 

Ministry  students  usually  choose  tradi¬ 
tional  seminary  training  in  these  fields, 
Dr.  Scott  said.  That  preference,  he  said, 
resulted  from  “the  slanted  view  we 
(United  Methodists)  have  of  ministry 
that  is  ordained.”  “That  doesn’t  please 
us,  but  it  does  seem  to  be  a  reality,”  he 
said. 

Nevertheless,  Dr.  Scott  said,  Scarritt 
is  becoming  a  national  center  for  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  church  music.  “Those 
guys  (Scarritt  faculty  members)  are 
writing  all  the  books  (about  Christian 
education)  and  writing  all  the  anthems,” 
he  said.  “They  are  dealing  with  the  is¬ 
sues  facing  these  disciplines  today.” 

The  Scarritt  faculty  includes  four  full¬ 
time  teachers  in  Christian  education  and 


NASHVILLE— The  Belle  Harris  Bennett  Tower  (left)  and  Marie  D.  Wight- 
man  Chapel  are  two  landmarks  on  the  Scarritt  College  campus  here.  The 
tower,  built  in  1927  and  named  for  the  school’s  founder,  houses  administra¬ 
tive  offices  and  meeting  rooms. 


four  full-time  instructors  in  music.  A 
ninth  faculty  member  teaches  courses  in 
spirituality,  evangelism  and  theology  of 
hymns. 

“We’re  able  to  provide  a  broader  pro¬ 
gram  with  4 'A  people  on  the  Christian 
education  faculty  than  at  most  seminar¬ 
ies  with  one  or  two  people  (teaching 
Christian  education),”  said  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Foster,  professor  of  Christian 
education.  “Students  have  more  opportu¬ 
nities  to  specialize  in  more  areas  of  in¬ 
terest  with  a  faculty  member  with 
compatible  interests.” 

Students  can  also  take  courses  at  the 
Vanderbilt  University  schools  of  divinity, 


education  and  music,  Mr.  Welch  noted. 

Scarritt  graduates  have  few  problems 
finding  church  jobs,  the  president  said. 
The  college  reported  five  job  offers  for 
each  1984  graduate. 

About  60  percent  of  the  students  come 
from  the  church’s  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  and  a  good  number  of  the  job  offers 
come  from  that  region,  Mr.  Welch  said; 

Scarritt  is  committed  to  enrolling  10 
percent  of  its  students  from  foreign 
countries,  Mr.  Welch  said.  That’s  be-, 
cause  of  the  college’s  roots  as  a  training 
institution  for  missionaries.  Most  of 
these  foreign  students  return  to  their  na¬ 
tive  lands. 


Group  begins  work 
on  St.  Louis  meeting 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  LOUIS  — Planners  for  United 
Methodism’s  top  legislative  assembly 
began  work  March  5-6  here  on  the  1988 
session  and  took  the  first  steps  toward 
1992. 

The  Cervantes  Convention  Center  here 
will  be  the  site  for  the  quadrennial  as¬ 
sembly  April  26-May  6. 

The  Rev.  DeWayne  S.  Woodring,  exec¬ 
utive  director  and  business  manager  for 
the  General  Conference,  characterized 
the  facilities  here  as  “wonderful.” 

The  Cervantes  Center,  built  in  1977, 
will  house  plenary  sessions  and  legisla¬ 
tive  committees  under  one  roof,  provide 
adequate  space  for  necessary  services  to 
the  approximately  1,000  delegates  and 


Panel  seeks  input  on  faith  statement 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  committee  charged 
by  the  1984  General  Conference  to  re¬ 
write  a  statement  on  the  theological  task 
of  the  church  is  asking  for  input  from 
United  Methodists  individuals  and 
groups,  both  lay  and  clergy. 

“It  is  the  hope  of  the  committee  that 
all  United  Methodists  will  become  en¬ 
gaged  in  our  ongoing  theological  task,” 
said  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  and  a  member  of  the  committee. 


The  25-member  committee,  chaired 
by  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  of  Lakeland, 
Fla.,  had  its  organizational  meeting  Feb. 
18-19  in  Atlanta.  The  committee  is  ask¬ 
ing  individuals  and  groups  to  study  para¬ 
graphs  67  and  69  of  the  1984  “Book  of 
Discipline,”  the  collection  of  church  law 
and  doctrine. 

Written  responses  are  to  be  sent  to 
Committee  on  “Our  Theological  Task,” 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship,  P.  O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202. 


furnish  seats  in  the  plenary  hall  for  4,500 
visitors,  he  said. 

Dr.  Woodring  also  said  a  sufficient 
number  of  hotel  rooms  for  conference 
participants  are  within  six  blocks  of  the 
center,  about  half  within  one  block. 

A  budget  of  almost  $2.6  million  was 
approved  by  the  Commission  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  for  the  1988  session;. 
That’s  almost  $1  million  more  than  the 
actual  cost  of  the  1984  session,  which 
was  brought  in  at  about  $330,000  below 
budget. 

In  another  action,  Professor  Carlton 
Young  of  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta  was  re-ap¬ 
pointed  music  director  for  the  10-day 
conference. 

Looking  further  ahead,  Frances  Al- 
guire  of  Downers  Grove,  Ill.,  who  chairs 
the  commission,  announced  that  invita¬ 
tions  would  be  accepted  beginning  this 
spring  for  a  site  for  the  1992  session. 

Mrs.  Alguire  noted  that  invitations 
from  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
would  be  given  preference.  The  General 
Conference  traditionally  is  rotated 
among  the  five  jurisdictions  within  the 
denomination.  The  last  in  the  Southeast 
was  in  1972  in  Atlanta. 

All  invitations  from  an  episcopal  area 
must  bear  the  signature  of  the  resident 
bishop,  she  said.  Deadline  for  receiving 
invitations  is  April  1,  1986,  and  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  a  site  will  be  made  in  September 
of  that  year. 


Discipleship  expands  periodicals 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Strengthening  and  ex¬ 
panding  of  its  publication  interests  were 
the  goals  of  several  actions  taken  here 
recently  by  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
ciplships. 

The  creation  of  one  new  magazine  and 
the  announcement  of  renewed  market 
efforts  of  an  existing  publication  empha¬ 
sized  the  board’s  commitment  to  the 
printed  media  as  a  continuing  method 
for  communicating  with  United  Method¬ 
ists. 

The  board  at  its  recent  semiannual 
meeting  also  announced  its  intention  to 
participate  with  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  other  UM  agencies 
in  the  publication  of  a  magazine  that  has 
been  described  to  be  “for  laypersons 
what  the  Circuit  Rider  is  to  clergy.” 

The  Board  of  Discipleship’s  new  mag¬ 
azine,  to  be  published  by  The  Upper 
Room,  will  focus  on  Christian  spiritual¬ 
ity  and  will  be  called  Pilgrim  Journey. 
The  new  publication,  which  has  been  two 
years  in  the  planning,  will  be  marketed 
in  the  fall  of  1985.  The  first  issue  is 
scheduled  for  January  1986. 

This  publication  will  provide  re¬ 
sources  for  individuals  and  groups  to 
guide  them  in  their  spiritual  growth  and 
relation  with  God,  Discipleship  officials 
said.  The  magazine  will  pay  particular 
attention  to  spiritual  formation  in  the 
local  congregation.  Editors  will  seek  out 
and  share  with  readers, effective  models 
in  intentional  spiritual  formation. 

Pilgrim  Journey  will  include  articles, 


book  reviews,  personal-experience  sto¬ 
ries,  reader-response  vehicles  and  prac¬ 
tical  helps  for  spiritual  growth,  board 
officials  said.  The  format  will  have  a 
few  black-and-white  pictures  inside  and 
a  four-color  cover. 

The  32-page  magazine  will  cost  95 
cents  per  copy  in  bulk  orders  or  $15  per 
year  for  single  subscription. 

An  editor  for  the  new  publication 
should  be  selected  and  in  place  by  June  1, 
said  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  board. 

The  board’s  award-winning  monthly 
magazine,  Christian  Home,  will  be  the 
subject  of  a  new  marketing  strategy.  In 
spite  of  the  magazine’s  record  of  declin¬ 
ing  circulation,  Discipleship  officials 
said  they  felt  the  publication  could  im¬ 
prove  its  circulation.  But  a  way  had  to 
be  found  to  make  United  Methodists 
aware  of  its  content. 

To  make  the  publication  better  known 
to  people  in  local  churches  and  thereby 
increase  circulation,  The  Upper  Room 
will  begin  marketing  the  magazine  di¬ 
rectly  rather  than  through  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

In  the  1984  United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Communicators  competition, 
Christian  Home'  won  four  awards,  in¬ 
cluding  the  top  magazine  honor.  The 
quarterly  periodical  was  cited  for  the 
best  editorial  and  best  feature  story  in  a 
magazine  and  received  the  award  for 
best  layout  and  design. 

A  second  publication  aimed  at  the  la¬ 
ity  is  in  the  planning  stages.  It  was  an¬ 


nounced  that  representatives  from  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  are  consulting 
with  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  representatives  of  other  gen¬ 
eral  agencies  on  a  lay  version  of  the 
Circuit  Rider,  the  pastor’s  journal. 

According  to  the  Rev.  J.  Richard 
Peck,  head  of  the  general  periodicals 
unit  of  the  publishing  house,  the  probable 
date  of  publication  for  the  first  issue  is 
January  1986.  Research  and  planning 
are  in  progress  for  what  is  expected  to  be 
a  30-page  monthly  journal. 

The  focus,  Mr.  Peck  said,  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  on  the  average  layperson.  The 
content  will  help  that  audience  under¬ 
stand  the  Christian  faith  and  United 
Methodist  doctrines. 

The  lay  journal  will  be  produced  by 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
in  cooperation  with  all  the  general  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  church. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  approved 
price  increases  for  four  publications 
from  The  Upper  Room  section.  The  high¬ 
er  costs  will  go  into  effect  in  mid-1985. 

Rising  costs  of  paper  and  postage 
were  given  as  the  reasons  for  “modest” 
increases  of  from  5  cents  to  20  cents  per 
copy. 

The  price  of  The  Upper  Room  will  be 
raised  from  a  bulk  rate  of  30  cents  per 
copy  to  35  cents;  Pockets  from  a  bulk 
rate  of  65  cents  per  copy  to  75  cents; 
Alive  Now!  from  a  bulk  rate  of  60  cents 
per  copy  to  70  cents;  and  Christian  Home 
from  a  bulk  rate  of  $1.20  per  copy  to 
$1.40.  -  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Israel  greets  Jerry  Falwell  coolly 
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From  Religious  News  Service 

JERUSALEM- Moral  Majority  lead¬ 
er  Jerry  Falwell,  arriving  in  Israel  with 
830  of  his  supporters,  said  he  loves  the 
Jewish  state  regardless  of  political  or 
religious  reservations. 

Mr.  Falwell’s  assertion  came  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  lukewarm  welcome  accorded 
him  by  the  government  of  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Shimon  Peres.  Aides  of  Mr.  Falwell 
said  this  greeting  contrasted  with  the 
effusive  reception  he  received  under  the 
governments  of  Menachem  Begin  and 
Yitzhak  Shamir. 

For  his  part,  Mr.  Falwell  said  the 
change  in  government  had  nothing  to  do 
with  unreserved  support  of  Israel  by  him 
and  ‘‘other  Bible-believing  Christians”  in 
the  United  States.  He  said  that  his  tie  to 
Israel  was  formed  before  the  Likud  gov¬ 
ernment  was  elected  in  1977. 

“We  find  ourselves  unanimously  pro- 
Israel  and  pro-Jewish,”  he  said. 

U.S.  Jews  blamed 

Mr.  Falwell  blamed  liberal  American 
Jewish  leaders  for  the  cold  Israeli  recep¬ 
tion.  Except  for  Mr.  Peres,  who  reluc¬ 
tantly  agreed  to  see  him,  no  minister 
from  the  Labor  Party  greeted  the  dele¬ 
gation. 

Aides  of  the  Israeli  prime  minister  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  U.S.  Jewish  leaders  had 
urged  them  to  give  Mr.  Falwell  the  cold 
shoulder  because  of  his  attempts  to  in¬ 
troduce  religion  into  American  public 
life.  Avraham  Burg,  the  prime  minister's 
adviser  on  affairs  with  Jews  outside  Is¬ 
rael,  said,  “We’re  very  concerned  about 
the  opinions  of  the  Jews  in  the  United 
States.” 

Still,  Mr.  Falwell  received  a  warm  re- 

Book  Review 

Author  offers  aid 
for  ethical  issues 
churches  face 

“Love  and  Conflict”  by  Joseph  L.  Allen. 
Abingdon  Press,  1984.  336  pages. 

By  TED  DOTTS 

Lovers  of  books  will  know  the  feeling 
when  I  say  I  felt  sorry  this  book  ended. 
The  quality  of  work  presented  so  quietly 
in  this  book  fills  the  reader  with  a  thirst 
for  more. 

The  author,  professor  of  Christian  eth¬ 
ics  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University,  grants 
immediate  help  to  local  pastors  and  con¬ 
gregations. 

Evidently  his  life  in  a  local  congrega¬ 
tion  attunes  him  to  the  subtleties  of  local 
fchurch  life  enough  to  make  the  great 
Issues  of  ethics  pour  out  in  bright  pic¬ 
tures. 

A  local  pastor  struggling  to  offer  spiri¬ 
tual  direction  to  young  couples  floating 
into  trial  sexual  relationships  will  find 
fcome  help  here. 

Or  Sunday  school  classes  needing  clar¬ 
ity  about  the  arms-race  dilemma  will 
find  three  pages  of  concise  aid. 

'  Those  wondering  about  the  value  of 
liberation  theology  can  read  a  discussion 
that  turns  up  fresh  thoughts. 

Or  persons  trying  to  go  beyond  self- 
help  psychology  will  find  good  sense  in 
the  author’s  theological  statement  about 
self-affirmation. 

Dr.  Allen  distills  the  best  thinking 
about  God’s  covenant  love  from  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  Reinhold  Niebuhr  and  Karl  Barth. 
Then  he  combines  these  thoughts  with 
those  of  many  other  scholars  to  create  a 
thesis  about  the  inclusive  love  of  God. 

In  the  process  the  author  reveals  his 
strength  as  a  scholar  and  as  a  teacher. 
He  does  not  waste  pages  on  the  weak¬ 
nesses  of  the  scholars  he  studies  but 
forms  their  work  into  usable  strategies 
for  living  now. 

The  way  Dr.  Allen  uses  the  thoughts  of 
others  guides  the  readers  into  the  actual 
experience  of  another  thesis:  Conflict  is 
inescapable  and  can  enhance  life.  He  not 
only  asserts  the  thesis,  but  his  work  pro¬ 
vides  a  model  for  enhancing  life  through 
inescapable  conflict. 

Then,  as  we  would  expect  from  a  good 
teacher,  he  risks  his  thesis  by  trying  it 
out  in  three  special  covenants:  marriage, 
politics  and  the  church. 

All  of  that  is  done  within  the  doctrinal 
guidelines  of  the  United  Methodists, 
which  makes  it  both  a  very  “Methodist” 
book  and  broadly  applicable  throughout 
Christendom. 

Mr.  Dotts  is  pastor  of  St.  John's  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Lubbock.  Texas. 


The  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell 

ception  from  the  Likud  ministers,  three 
of  whom  addressed  the  Christian  conven¬ 
tion. 


Mr.  Falwell  assured  Israelis  that  he 
did  not  have  ulterior  motives  for  his  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Jewish  state.  At  the  same 
time,  he  protested  official  attempts  to 
curb  Christian  missionary  activity. 

Attacks  condemned 

In  an  interview  with  Religious  News 
Service,  Mr.  Falwell  condemned  recent 
attacks  against  Western  Christian  mis¬ 
sionaries  based  in  Israel.  He  said  Chris¬ 
tians  should  be  allowed  to  proselytize 
wherever  they  wish. 

"To  me,  freedom  of  religion  is  free¬ 
dom  of  speech,”  Mr.  Falwell  said.  “Mis¬ 
sionaries  should  have  the  right  to  preach 
on  the  street  corner.  We  shouldn’t  have 
anything  to  fear  from  them.” 

Mr.  Falwell,  head  of  Liberty  Baptist 
College,  also  urged  Orthodox  rabbis  to 
condemn  attacks  against  Christians  in 
Israel. 

The  Moral  Majority  leader  said  he  did 
not  share  the  view  of  many  pro-Israeli 
Christians  that  Armageddon  must  take 
place  in  the  Holy  Land  before  the  next 
coming  of  Christ.  He  said  that  Scriptures 


speak  only  of  a  struggle  “in  the  valley  of 
Jezreel,  not  the  destruction  of  human¬ 
ity.” 

He  denied  that  President  Reagan  sup¬ 
ports  the  Armageddon  theory,  saying,  "I 
do  not  know  of  anyone  who  believes  or 
takes  seriously  the  notion  that  anything 
that  happens  in  Israel  will  help  or  hinder 
the  Messiah."  Published  reports  had 
quoted  Mr.  Reagan  as  justifying,  in  part, 
his  support  of  Israel  on  the  fulfillment  of 
biblical  prophecy. 

Mr.  Falwell,  who  visited  Israel  for  the 
15th  time,  was  headed  toward  Sudan, 
where  he  planned  to  establish  a  10-year 
food  relief  program  for  starving  Ethiopi¬ 
ans.  He  said  that  he  would  set  up  the 
relief  station  along  the  Ethiopian  border 
to  help  northern  Ethiopians  who  have 
been  denied  food  by  the  government  in 
Addis  Ababa. 

Mr.  Falwell  said  that  despite  the  mas¬ 
sive  relief  effort  by  church  agencies,  few 
of  them  have  acknowledged  that  the 
Marxist-led  Ethiopian  government  was 
partly  to  blame  for  the  starvation. 


Jimmy  Swaggart  draws  response 


MILWAUKEE  —  Audience  members  react  fervently 
to  the  words  of  TV  evangelist  Jimmy  Swaggart  here 
recently.  Mr.  Swaggart,  49,  is  now  believed  to  have  the 
largest  weekly  audience  of  any  television  preacher, 


History  of  Hymns 

Homemaker  feels  hourly  need  for  God 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

I  need  Thee  every  hour. 

Most  gracious  Lord; 

No  tender  voice  like  Thine 
Can  peace  afford. 

I  need  thee,  O  I  need  Thee; 

Every  hour  I  need  Thee! 

O  bless  me  now,  my  Savior, 

I  come  to  Thee. 

Annie  Hawks  wrote  these  words  in  the 
summer  of  1872.  A  Brooklyn  housewife, 


she  enjoyed  good  health  and  was  cher¬ 
ished  by  the  love  of  her  husband  and 
children. 

In  the  busy  routine  of  her  work  in  the 
home  one  day,  she  felt  a  “sense  of  near¬ 
ness  to  the  Master  that,  wondering  how 
one  could  live  with  Him  either  in  joy  or 
pain,  these  words,  ‘I  need  Thee  every 
hour,’  were  ushered  into  my  mind.” 

With  Robert  Lowry,  a  former  pastor 
of  her  church,  the  Hanson  Place  Baptist 
Church  in  Brooklyn,  she  shared  the 


Rosalyn  Carter  addresses  ministers 


Special  to  the  Reporter 
ATLANTA— As  the  keynote  lecturer 
for  ministers’  week  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology  here  recently,  former  First 
Lady  Rosalyn  Carter  addressed  a  capac¬ 
ity  audience  of  500  people  on  “Stewards 
of  the  Creation." 

“We  Christians  often  wait  for  our  pas¬ 
tors  to  set  the  example  in  responsibility 
and  stewardship  in  their  preaching  from 


Poem  of  the  week 

Forsythia 
By  Bruce  Souders 
Hardy  resurrection  harbinger, 
the  cold-pocked  yellow 
of  your  delicate  blooms 
defies  frigid  breaths 
of  Winter’s  hangover 
to  bless  bleak  landscapes 
with  warm  greetings. 


the  pulpit  and  their  lifestyle,”  Mrs.  Car¬ 
ter  said.  “This  puts  a  tremendous  burden 
on  clergy. 

“Literally  the  earth— the  fields  and 
dirt— surrounded  me  as  I  grew  up  in  a 
Methodist  home,”  she  recalled,  and  no 
Sunday  School  lesson  was  without  this 
theme.  “However,”  she  noted,  “care  of 
the  earth  is  not  a  universal  commit¬ 
ment.” 

Mrs.  Carter  cited  growing  problems  of 
soil  erosion,  extinction  of  species  and 
spread  of  desert  through  deforestation 
She  then  challenged  pastors  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  to  educate  their  congregations 
through  preaching  and  action. 


Prelates  meet  Salvadoran  president 

SAN  SALVADOR,  El  Salvador  —  Cardinal  Joseph  Bernardin  of  Chicago 
Archdiocese  (left)  and  New  York  Archbishop  John  O’Connor  meet  with 
Salvadoran  President  Jose  Napoleon  Duarte  here  March  1.  The  two  prelates 
were  members  of  a  fact-finding  delegation  from  the  U.S.  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops .  religious  news  service  photo 

Irishmen  tell  of  efforts 
for  peace  through  Christ 


surpassing  Oral  Roberts  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Schuller. 
Mr.  Swaggart’s  live  audiences  usually  become  very 
involved  in  his  messages,  swaying  and  chanting  in 
unison. 


poem.  A  composer  and  editor  as  well  as 
a  preacher,  Mr.  Lowry  had  often  encour¬ 
aged  her  in  her  poetic  writing  and  had 
provided  music  for  her  poems. 

Mr.  Lowry  wrote  the  music  for  “I 
Need  Thee  Every  Hour”  and  introduced 
the  song  at  the  National  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Convention  in  Cincinnati  in  No¬ 
vember  1872. 

The  immediate  response  encouraged 
Mr.  Lowry  to  include  the  song  in  a  col¬ 
lection  of  Sunday  school  songs  published 
in  1873.  The  following  year  it  was  sung 
in  meetings  conducted  by  D.  L.  Moody 
and  Ira  Sankey  in  the  East  End  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

Although  Mrs.  Hawks  lived  to  be  al¬ 
most  82  and  wrote  more  than  400  hymns, 
she  is  remembered  today  for  this  one 
hymn. 

The  church  building  in  Brooklyn  where 
Mrs.  Hawks  and  her  family  worshiped 
still  stands.  In  the  early  1960s  the  Bap¬ 
tist  congregation  merged  with  the  Em¬ 
manuel  Baptist  Church  in  Brooklyn  and 
sold  its  church  property  to  a  congrega¬ 
tion  of  another  denomination.  The  build¬ 
ing  has  been  beautifully  restored  to  its 
original  design  and  now  proudly  bears 
the  name  Hanson  Place  Seventh-day  Ad¬ 
ventist  Church. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Alas,  and  Did  My  Savior  Bleed " 


By  JAMES  OWEN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— In  the  wake  of  renewed 
sectarian  violence  in  Northern  Ireland,  a 
pair  of  Irishmen— one  Protestant,  one 
Roman  Catholic— came  to  New  York 
City  to  plead  the  cause  of  Christian  rec¬ 
onciliation  in  strife-torn  Ulster. 

Paddy  Monaghan,  a  Dublin-born  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic,  and  David  “Packie”  Ham¬ 
ilton,  a  plain-spoken  Protestant  from 
Belfast  who  served  four  years  in  Maze 
Prison  for  terrorism,  toured  the  metro¬ 
politan  New  York  area  to  spread  their 
message.  It  was  that  the  deep  animos¬ 
ities  that  have  haunted  Ireland  can  be 
erased  through  Christ. 

Their  tour  concluded  with  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  annual  Irish-American  Unity 
Conference  in  New  York  March  2-3. 

Both  men  now  work  for  Prison  Fel¬ 
lowship,  an  Irish  extension  of  the  U.S.- 
based  prison  ministry  founded  by 
ex-Watergate  felon  Charles  Colson.  The 
customary  Prison  Fellowship  goal- 
bringing  offenders  to  Christ— is  aug¬ 
mented  by  the  simultaneous  effort  to 
bridge  the  religious  gap  that  lies  at  the 
root  of  Northern  Ireland’s  “troubles,”  as 
they  are  called. 

‘Troubles’  faced  daily 

Mr.  Hamilton  grew  up  with  the  trou¬ 
bles,  and  he  began  tinkering  with  explo¬ 
sives  and  armed  robbery  at  a  relatively 
tender  age.  He  said  his  second  stint  in 
prison,  this  time  at  the  infamous  Maze 
prison,  led  to  his  private  spiritual  con¬ 
version  to  Christ  in  1980. 

“God  took  away  the  hatred  and  bitter¬ 
ness  I  felt  toward  Roman  Catholics  and 
replaced  it  with  love,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hamilton’s  description  of  life  in 
Northern  Ireland’s  prisons  tells  of  harsh 
religious  division,  a  system  of  virtual 
isolation  of  one  group  from  the  other.  He 
described  a  “24-hour  lock-up”  in  which 
the  Protestants  and  Catholic  inmates, 
many  of  whom  were  incarcerated  for 
terrorism  like  himself,  alternated  entire 
days  between  the  yard  and  their  cells. 

“If  a  Catholic  caught  you  on  the  way 
to  the  toilet,”  he  said,  "you  were  beaten 
up."  Inmate- terrorists  exercise  consider¬ 
able  control  within  the  prisons,  Mr. 
Hamilton  said,  establishing  the  “pecking 
order"  of  authority.  It  has  them  at  the 
top  and  sex  offenders  at  the  bottom. 

After  his  spiritual  conversion,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  who  was  widely  respected 
among  imprisoned  Protestants,  began 
initiating  conversations  with  not  only 
Roman  Catholics  but  even  with  the  uni¬ 
versally  loathed  sex  criminals.  He  was 
able  to  do  that  largely  because  of  his 
previous  reputation,  he  said. 

Many  find  Christ 

Mr.  Hamilton  conceded  that  the  task 
of  bringing  hardened  convicts  to 
Christ— and  to  reconciliation  with  their 
sworn  enemies— was  an  arduous  one. 
But  it  is  being  achieved  through  diligent 
ministries,  he  said. 


Since  his  release  in  1983,  Mr.  Hamil¬ 
ton  has  been  counseling  convicts  in  peni¬ 
tentiaries  throughout  Ulster,  seeking 
spiritual  conversions.  He  said  at  least 
100  paramilitarists  from  both  sides  have 
found  Christ  partly  as  a  result  of  Prison 
Fellowship. 

Mr.  Monaghan,  who  said  he  was  "born 
again”  in  1973,  works  for  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship  in  Dublin.  He  conducts  Bible  study 
in  the  prisons  and  coordinates  prison  vis¬ 
its  for  volunteers  and  others. 

Resolution  of  the  Ulster  troubles,  he 
said,  depends  on  two  critical  aspects— 
desire  for  reconciliation  and  a  spiritual 
dimension.  He  credited  the  “Peace  Peo¬ 
ple’s”  efforts  in  the  late  1970s  with  the 
proper  reconciliation  motive  but  said  the 
group,  led  by  Nobel  Peace  laureates  Bet¬ 
ty  Williams  and  Mairead  Corrigan, 
lacked  the  proper  spiritual  dimension. 

Likewise,  Mr.  Monaghan  said,  many 
“evangelical  Protestants  in  the  north 
have  the  spiritual  dimension  but  lack  the 
drive  toward  reconciliation.” 

The  1979  visit  to  Northern  Ireland  by 
Pope  John  Paul  II  created  a  certain  aura 
of  goodwill  that  still  lingers  today,  Mr. 
Monaghan  said.  “The  pope  appealed  to 
paramilitarists  from  both  sides  to  re¬ 
nounce  violence,  and  since  1979,  more 
than  300  paramilitarists  have  quit  vio¬ 
lence  and  come  to  Christ,"  he  said. 

Irish  “ecumenists”  really  do  not  ad¬ 
dress  themselves  to  political  issues,”  Mr. 
Monaghan  said,  “just  religious  ones.” 

Joint  sovereignty  suggested 

Still,  the  33-year-old  Catholic  activist 
suggested  that  some  "kind  of  joint  sover-j 
eignty”  over  Ulster  by  both  the  United' 
Kingdom  and  the  Irish  republic  might  be; 
the  most  feasible  solution  to  the$ 
“troubles.” 

Such  an  arrangement,  he  said,  “would 
be  the  political  answer  closest  to  thq 
spiritual  dimension." 

Equally  important,  both  men  said,  i$ 
their  desire  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
seeking  faith-group  conversions.  “We  ar$ 
not  saying  a  Protestant  should  become 
Catholic  or  vice-versa,"  Mr.  Monaghap 
said.  “What  we  want  is  for  both  Catholic 
and  Protestant  to  find  the  essence  of 
their  joint  faith.  This  is  what  will  lead  to 
peace  in  the  end." 

Mr.  Monaghan  said  that  he  and  his 
colleague  would  seek  to  persuade  Irish; 
Americans  that  donating  money  to  ter 
rorist  causes  in  the  north  exacerbates 
the  already  fierce  violence  there.  Many 
Irish  American  Catholics,  Mr.  Monaghan 
said,  are  retaliating  against  their  own 
memories— or  those  of  ancestors— of  ac¬ 
tual  discrimination  they  faced  while  still 
in  Ireland. 

Terrorism  directed  at  either  side  is  “not 
really  an  English  problem,”  Mr.  Mona¬ 
ghan  said.  “It’s  an  Irish  problem.” 

"We  would  like  Irish-Americans  to 
contribute  their  time  and  money  to  pro¬ 
jects  of  reconciliation,”  Mr.  Monaghan 
said.  “This  would  be  helping  toward  the 
solution,  not  the  problem.” 


Dear  Deborah 

How  can  unfaithful  wife  merit  second  church  wedding? 


Chilean  quake  damages 
many  Methodist  facilities 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  earthquake  that 
devastated  central  Chile  March  3  dam¬ 
aged  15  Methodist  churches  and  three 
institutions  in  Santiago  alone,  United 
Methodist  officials  in  New  York  have 
learned. 

Sixty  church  families  lost  their 
homes,  Bishop  Isaias  Gutierrez  said  in 
a  telephone  call  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  appropriated  up  to  $10,000 
for  emergency  relief.  Additional  funds 
will  be  forthcoming  when  the  full  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  damage  and  specific  needs 
are  known,  said  Norma  Kehrberg,  the 
relief  committee’s  chief  executive. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Chile  has 
set  up  an  emergency  committee  to  as¬ 


sess  damage,  Bishop  Gutierrez  report¬ 
ed.  March  17  has  been  designated  a 
Day  of  Solidarity  in  the  Chilean  Meth¬ 
odist  churches.  A  special  offering  will 
be  taken  for  the  relief  of  earthquake 
victims. 

The  quake,  which  measured  7.4  on 
the  Richter  scale,  struck  shortly  before 
8  p.m.  Sunday  and  lasted  five  minutes. 
It  was  followed  by  48  aftershocks  that 
shook  an  800-mile  stretch  of  Chile. 

First  estimates  put  the  number  of 
dead  at  135,  with  2,000  injured.  Hard¬ 
est  hit  was  San  Antonio  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  Fifteen  people  were  killed,  160 
injured  and  95  percent  of  the  homes 
damaged. 

In  Santiago,  the  capital,  65  died,  and 
968  were  injured.  Valparaiso,  a  major 
port,  reported  14  dead  and  380  injured. 


Dear  Deborah: 

Several  years  back  my  wife  and  I 
were  very  active  in  the  local  Methodist 
church.  Then  in  1981  I  came  home  unan¬ 
nounced  from  a  canceled  hunting  trip, 
entered  our  bedroom  with  a  loaded  .357 
pistol  in  my  hand  and  found  my  wife  and 
her  boss  in  the  nude.  Only  the  good  Lord 
above  kept  me  from  killing  both  of  them 
there. 

Needless  to  say,  we  are  divorced— 
after  26  years  of  marriage.  She  said  she 
wanted  to  continue  being  his  mistress 
and  not  my  wife,  as  she  loved  him  more 
than  me.  However,  even  though  they  are 
still  regularly  together,  she  is  marrying 
another  man,  one  who  moved  in  with  her 
until  his  divorce  was  final. 

Their  marriage  ceremony  is  to  be  per 
formed  in  the  local  United  Methodist 
church,  at  the  altar  of  God,  by  a  minister 
who  is  well  aware  of  our  divorce  and  its 
reason.  He  was  trying  to  work  out  some 
sort  of  reconciliation  between  us. 

I  no  longer  can  attend  this  church  (the 
only  United  Methodist  church  in  our  city) 
because  of  her  presence  and  acceptance 
by  members  of  the  church.  She  has  told 
them  how  difficult  it  was  to  live  with 
me,  etc.,  not  that  she  had  committed 


adultery  and  broke  our  marriage  vows. 

My  question  is  what  has  happened  to 
the  Ten  Commandments?  Has  TV  with 
its  various  shows— “Dallas,”  “Dynasty” 
and  “As  the  World  Turns,"  etc.— taken 
over  our  morals  and  minds?  And  what 
about  the  religious  leader,  the  minister, 
who  knows  the  truth  of  matters?  Doesn’t 
he  have  any  religious  morals  to  God?  My 
only  resource  is  Proverbs  6:29-35. 

W.L.D.,  Sr. 

Dear  W.L.D.: 

Before  I  try  to  answer  your  ques¬ 
tions,  1  hope  this  experience  with  a 
loaded  gun  and  its  potential  have 
convinced  you  that  you  should  nev¬ 
er  keep  a  loaded  gun  in  your  home 
or  automobile.  1  also  plead  with  all 
readers  to  do  likewise.  When  we 
reach  extremes  of  emotional  ten¬ 
sion.  we  lose  our  sense  of  what  is 
rational  behavior.  Far  too  many 
deaths  results. 

You  are  right  that  TV  is,  at  the 
very  least,  not  helping  us  either*clar- 
ify  or  enlighten  our  sense  of  what  is 
right.  We  see  so  much  adultery,  vio¬ 
lence,  promiscuity  ad  nauseum,  that 


those  who  are  immature  begin  to 
think  that  is  the  way  life  should  be 
led. 

We  have  to  ask  ourselves,  “Is  that 
what  we  want?  Is  that  what  we  will 
look  at ?”  Whatever  the  reason  for 
the  state  of  TV  programming,  the 
fact  remains  that  each  individual 
must  take  his/her  stand  before  God 
regarding  his/her  behavior. 

No  one  else  can  make  us  sinners. 
We  do  that  all  by  ourselves. 

As  to  this  minister,  he/she  may 
know  more  about  the  sincerity  of 
your  ex-wife  at  the  present  instance. 
That  may  make  this  new  marriage  a 
hopeful  possibility. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  ministers 
are  careless  in  these  matters  and 
believe  that  anyone  who  asks  for  a 
church  wedding  should  have  one. 

But  the  real  point  is  this:  You 
must  leave  the  judgment  to  God.  It 
is  all  out  of  your  hands  anyway,  so 
why  waste  your  energies  playing 
and  replaying  this  terrible  hurt  from 
the  past?  Easier  said  than  done? 


Very,  very  true.  But  it  is  worth  the 
effort. 

May  I  suggest  that  you  put  aside 
your  Proverbs  and  contemplate 
John  3:16-21?  Please  let  me  know  if 
you  feel  I  have  not  dealt  with  your 
questions.  Blessings  on  you! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in  liv¬ 
ing  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
letters  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,"  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las.  Texas  75266-0275. 

Moslems  denied  place 

From  Religious  News  Service 

EVANSVILLE,  Ind.— After  more  than 
a  year  of  complaints  about  excessive 
traffic  and  parking  problems.  Evans¬ 
ville’s  Board  of  Zoning  Appeals  has  told 
a  Moslem  group  it  can  no  longer  use  a 
former  house  for  worship. 

The  board  rejected  arguments  about 
freedom  of  worship  and  refused  to  ex¬ 
tend  a  special-use  permit  it  had  granted 
in  1984.  Opponents  said  the  house  wasn’t 
a  suitable  worship  site. 
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Louisiana  Conference 
Youth  Ministries 
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Conference 
Youth  Team 


Overall  leadership  to  the  Conference 
youth  program  is  given  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Youth  Team.  Its  basic  func¬ 
tions  are  to  initiate,  plan,  carry  out,  con¬ 
sult,  and/or  delegate  responsibility  of  all 
youth  activities  on  the  conference  level. 
The  primary  purposes  of  the  CYT  are  to 
strengthen  youth  ministry  in  the  local 
churches  and  districts,  provide  resources 
that  local  churches  and  districts  cannot 
provide  for  themselves,  to  initiate  and 
support  plans  and  activities  and  projects 
that  are  of  particular  interest  to  youth, 
to  be  an  advocate  for  its  free  expression 
of  the  convictions  of  youth  on  issues  vital 
to  them  and  to  support  and  facilitate  the 
formation  of  youth  caucuses  where 
deemed  necessary. 


Officers  serve  for  twelve  months  from 
July  1  to  June  30,  Current  officers  are: 
President  —  Pat  Bolling  —  Homer, 
Vice-president  —  Sallye  Dillon  —  Sul¬ 
phur,  and  Secretary.  Melissa  Cooper  — 
Bossier  City.  Serving  in  an  advisory  and 
administrative  capacity  with  the  CYT  is 
the  Conference  Director  of  Education 
Ministries,  Dr.  J.  Marion  Braden. 

The  CYT  is  made  up  of  two  youth  from 
each  District  Youth  Team,  the  District 
Youth  Coordinator,  three  youth  for  each 
adult  member  at  large,  any  representa¬ 
tive  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
elected  to  the  Jurisdictional  Youth 
Team,  the  Conference  Youth  Coordina¬ 
tor,  and  the  Cabinet  Liaison. 


Conference  Youth  Team. 


Conference  Youth  Team  on  Inspiration  Point  at  Caney  Lake. 


Conference  youth  team  takes  a  good  night’s  rest. 


Jurisdictional  And  National 
Youth  Ministries  Events 


Youth  from  across  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  gathered  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
in  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  on  March  8,  9, 
and  10.  Representing  Louisiana  were 
Pleasant  Sibley,  Kathy  Smith,  Geoff 
Hard,  and  Sid  Wall.  Yalanda  Robertson 
is  a  member  of  the  Jurisdictional  Youth 
Organization.  This  group  sets  long  range 
youth  ministries  strategies. 

The  National  Youth  Ministries  Organi¬ 
zation  will  be  held  July  15-20  at  Colora¬ 


do  State  University  in  Fort  Collins, 
Colorado.  Louisiana  representation  will 
be  named  by  the  CYT. 

Both  these  organizations  remind  us 
that  youth  ministries  is  by  no  means  lim¬ 
ited  to  the  bounds  of  our  local  churches, 
districts,  and  conference.  Through  these 
organizations,  youth  impact  the  United 
Methodist  Church  concerning  issues  and 
concerns  of  major  importance  to  youth. 


Junior  High  And  Senior  High 
Camp  Schedules  Released 


Ask  many  United  Methodist  adult 
leaders  of  today  what  their  fondest 
memories  of  youth  are  and  invariably 
camping  will  be  mentioned.  The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  has  four  camp¬ 
sites  at  which  youth  of  today  may  find 
their  own  rich  moments  of  fellowship 
and  spiritual  growth.  These  are  Brewer, 
Caney  Conference  Centre,  Istrouma,  and 
Lake  Charles. 

Youth  from  anywhere  in  the  state  may 
attend  any  of  these  camps.  Most  tend  to 
attend  the  campsite  closest  to  home. 
The  camps  for  this  summer  are: 
Brewer 

Junior  High  —  July  22-26 
Caney 

Senior  High  —  June  10-14 


Junior  High  I  —  June  17-21 
Junior  High  II  —  July  8-12 
Junior  High  III  —  July  22-26 

Istrouma 

Senior  High  Weekend  I  —  June  21-23 
Senior  High  Weekend  II  —  July  26-28 
Junior  High  I  —  June  24-28 
Junior  High  II  —  August  5-9 

Lake  Charles 
Senior  High  —  July  12-14 
Junior  High  —  July  22-26 

Further  information  will  appear  in  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter 
when  the  Camping  Committee  release 
dates,  description,  and  registration 
information  for  all  camps. 


Senior  High  retreat. 


Small  group  at  Senior  High  Retreat. 


Jurisdictional  youth  representatives  at  Mount  Sequoyah. 


Fall  Convocation  Date  to  be  set 


The  Fall  Convocation  represents  the 
first  annual  event  which  encompasses 
youth  from  all  across  the  Conference. 
The  Conference  Youth  Team  plans  for, 
sets  in  agenda  and  theme,  selects  leader¬ 
ship.  and  participates  in  the  promotion 
and  execution  of  the  event. 


In  addition  to  resourcing  the  annual 
theme  of  the  Convocation  (Fall  84  — 
Youth  Evangelism),  helps  and  resources 
are  also  given  to  assist  local  church  pro¬ 
grams. 

The  date  and  theme  will  be  set  by  the 
new  Conference  Youth  Team  in  July. 


Senior  High  Retreat  Attracts  230 


This  year’s  Senior  High  Retreat  was  a 
great  experience.  Two-hundred  thirty 
youths  and  adults  from  around  the  state 
were  motivated  both  physically  and  spir¬ 
itually  by  Bert  Scott  the  featured  guest 
speaker. 

Those  lucky  enough  to  arrive  before 
sundown  Friday  were  greeted  at  Caney 
Conference  Center  with  a  landscape  par¬ 
tially  covered  with  snow  and  ice.  Ice¬ 
breakers  kept  everyone  occupied  while 
late-comers  were  registering.  A  sing- 
along  bonfire  and  worship  service  ended 
Friday's  activities  and  began  our  “Spiri¬ 


tual  Journey"  the  theme  for  the  week¬ 
end. 

Saturday  Bert  began  a  series  of  dis¬ 
cussions  concerning  our  spiritual 
growth.  After  each  session  small  groups 
met  to  reflect  on  Bert's  words.  Orga¬ 
nized  games  were  held  in  the  afternoon. 
Everyone  enjoyed  a  relaxed  time  of  fun 
and  fellowship.  A  Mardi  Gras  dance 
capped  off  the  night. 

Sunday  was  a  time  of  sorrow  and  joy. 
After  communion  was  given,  we  said 
good-bye  to  old  and  new  friends  and 
headed  home  filled  with  renewed  enthu¬ 
siasm  toward  our  Spiritual  Growth. 


The  youth  take  a  long  bus  ride  to  the  Senior  High  Retreat  at  the  Canev  Conference 
Center  in  Minden,  La. 


District  Youth  Teams 


The  purpose  of  the  District  Youth 
Team  (DYT)  is  to  assist  local  churches  to 
minister  to,  with,  and  by  Junior  and  Se¬ 
nior  High  youth  more  effectively;  to 
serve  as  a  channel  of  communication 
and  involvement  among  the  youth  minis¬ 
try  in  the  local  churches;  to  initiate 
youth  programs  for  the  District;  and  to 
influence  the  total  programming  of  the 
District  and  the  Conference  as  it  relates 
to  the  concerns  and  needs  of  youth. 

The  functions  of  the  DYT  are  basically 
four-fold:  communicating,  resourcing 
the  local  churches  of  the  District,  provid¬ 
ing  representation,  and  providing  pro¬ 
gramming.  The  DYT  shall  evaluate  the 
total  District  Youth  Program  and  Minis¬ 
try.  A  written  evaluation  shall  be  sub¬ 


mitted  to  the  District  Superintendent 
and  the  Conference  Youth  Coordinator 
by  May  1  of  each  year  along  with  a  list 
of  newly  elected  DYT  members  and  offi¬ 
cers  for  the  coming  year. 

No  more  than  one-third  of  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  DYT  shall  be  adults.  The 
DYT  shall  seek  a  composition  to  insure 
equal,  ratio  representations  of  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  persons  and  geographical  areas 
within  the  district.  Sub-district  struc¬ 
tures  are  recommended  when  time  and 
distance  hinder  total  District  participa¬ 
tion. 

DYT  members  must  be  a  member  of  a 
United  Methodist  Church  and  be  actively 
involved  in  that  church's  junior  or  senior 
high  youth  ministry  program. 


Youth  Servant  Teams 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  was 
selected  to  be  one  of  four  conferences 
participating  in  a  pilot  program  in  youth 
ministry  known  as  Youth  Servant 
Teams.  The  program  can  best  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  one  which  is  designed  to  help 
youth  to  be  better  citizens,  disciples, 
stewards,  and  to  help  make  their  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  communities  better  places 
in  which  to  live. 

The  teams  are  made  up  of  eight  youth 
and  two  adults  in  each  group.  Four 
teams  have  been  established  in  Louisi¬ 


ana.  Mandeville,  Slidell,  and  Baton 
Rouge  (with  two  teams)  are  the  sites  in 
which  these  pilot  teams  have  been 
formed. 

The  teams  received  extensive  training 
in  order  to  examine  their  particular 
community,  discover  resources  avail¬ 
able  to  meet  existing  needs,  and  then 
preparing  a  program  to  meet  the  need. 

Dr.  Leo  Rippey  Jr.  of  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  was  in  Louisiana  on  February  22 
and  23  to  meet  with  the  teams. 


Youth  Service  Fund 


The  youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  a 
unique  ministry  by  United  Methodist 
Youth.  It  represents  the  mission  area  of 
and  by  youth  ministry. 

Two  events  are  held  annually  by  the 
Conference  Youth  Team  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  and  interpretation  of  the  YSF.  North 
YSF  (Caney  —  March  8-9)  and  South 
YSF  (Istrouma  —  March  22-23)  are  over¬ 
night  retreat  settings  in  which  local 
church  and  district  teams  are  resourced 
and  informed  concerning  the  YSF. 

YSF  is  money  raised  by  youth  and  al¬ 
located  by  youth,  which  benefits  youth. 
Through  YSF,  youth  are  able  to  witness 
to  the  good  news  of  the  gospel.  It  is 


youth's  distinctive  contribution  to  the 
church,  helping  to  keep  it  alive  and  well 
and  in  today’s  world. 

Seventy  percent  of  YSF  monies  re¬ 
main  within  the  Annual  Conference  of 
origin  to  be  used  to  support  mission  pro¬ 
jects  and  programs  of  that  Conference. 
The  remaining  percent  helps  to  fund  na¬ 
tional  level  projects  through  the  United 
Methodist  National  Youth  Ministry  Or¬ 
ganization. 

Applications  for  Youth  Service  Fund¬ 
ing  must  be  received  by  December  1. 
Projects  must  include  youth  participa¬ 
tion  at  all  levels,  including  administra¬ 
tion  and  labor. 


Local  youth  group  in  action. 


The  Monroe  District  Youth  Team. 


For  further  information 
Concerning  the 
Conference  Youth  Ministries 
contact:  Dr.  John  M.  Braden 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 
phone:  (504)  346-1646 
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“If  any  man  will  come  after  me  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
cross  daily,  and  follow  me.” 

—Luke  9:23 
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The  Bishop’s 
Corner 

‘Full  Service’  Churches 


I  do  business  with  a  “Full  Service 
bank.  That  designation  first  appeared 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago  and  now  all 
self-respecting  banks  are  “Full 
Service.”  A  “Full  Service”  bank  is 
one  that  offers  to  service  all  the  finan¬ 
cial  needs  of  the  customer.  It  is  no 
longer  necessary  to  have  a  checking 
account  at  one  place,  a  high  yield  sav¬ 
ings  account  at  another  place  and  buy 
government  bonds  at  still  another 
place.  Some  banks  even  offer  broker¬ 
age  services.  Only  “Full  Service” 
banks  can  succeed  today. 

It  is  also  true  that  only  ‘‘Full  Ser¬ 
vice”  churches  can  succeed  today.  A 
“Full  Service”  church  is  one  that  at¬ 
tempts  to  meet  all  the  needs  of  all  the 
people  —  infants,  children,  youth,  sin¬ 
gle  adults,  young  adults,  middle 
adults,  older  adults,  and  all  the  physi¬ 
cal  and  spiritual  needs  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Sports  teams,  “wellness” 
programs,  crafts,  hobbies,  outdoor 
activities,  day  schools,  day-care, 
camping,  community  service  pro¬ 
grams,  Bible  study  (Sunday  and 
weekday),  music  programs  (choirs, 
hand  bells,  ensembles  —  instrumen¬ 
tal  and  vocal),  worship,  visitations, 
fellowship  groups  and  so  on.  Human 
beings  are  physical,  mental  and  spiri¬ 
tual  and  a  holistic  gospel  demands 
that  the  church  minister  to  all  three 
aspects  of  our  being. 

How  can  I  tell  whether  a  church  is 
“Full  Service"  or  not?  Just  look  at  the 
weekly  calendar  of  opportunities  in 
the  Sunday  bulletin.  Recently,  I  was 


in  a  good  size  church  and  was  amazed 
to  discover  that  during  the  following 
week,  the  church  would  be  “dark  and 
locked"  except  for  a  Wednesday  night 
service  and  a  Thursday  night  choir 
rehearsal. 

The  following  Sunday  I  was  in  a 
church  of  similar  size  and  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  week  ranged  from  basket¬ 
ball,  aerobics,  and  "fitness”  classes  to 
a  Senior  Citizen’s  Retreat  to  several 
events  for  youth  to  multiple  choir  re¬ 
hearsals  to  a  Bible  Study  taught  by 
the  pastor  to  Day-School  to  Boy 
Scouts  and  Cub  Scouts.  Literally, 
there  was  something  every  day  and 
every  night  throughout  the  week.  The 
doors  would  be  unlocked  and  the 
lights  burning  all  seven  days.  That  is 
a  "Full  Service”  church. 

Not  that  "being  busy"  equates  to 
"being  faithful”  but  ministering  to  the 
full  needs  of  people  means  “being 
busy"  all  week  and  not  just  on  Sun¬ 
day. 

The  church  that  is  open  just  on  Sun¬ 
day  will  discover  soon  that  the  com¬ 
munity  does  not  take  seriously  its 
mission  and  ministry  and  such  a 
church  will  often  just  "talk  to  itself” 
instead  of  penetrating  the  world  with 
talk  about  the  Good  News  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

To  the  limit  of  its  size  and  re¬ 
sources  every  church  in  Louisiana 
ought  to  be  a  "Full  Service”  church. 


McEachern  is  shown  above,  second  from  the  right,  sharing  the  computer 
ized  study  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  which  serves  as  a  basis  for  future  strategies. 
Also  in  the  picture,  left  to  right  are:  Dr.  Ray  Branton,  Rev.  Ed  Boyd  and  Dr.  John 
Braden. 


McEachern  Leads  Church 


Revitalization  Meeting 


“You  can’t  run  a  church  revitalization 


In  the  projection  for  the  Conference, 
we  are  looking  at  researched  data,  de¬ 
scribing  the  trouble  spots  and  dying 


program  on  nostalgia,  but  on  the  needs 
and  lives  of  the  people  who  are  there  in 
the  present!,"  so  said  Dr.  Ted  McEa¬ 
chern  to  the  Conference  leadership  in 
their  initial  meeting,  March  7. 

The  Nashville  based  director  of  ACTS 
(Association  for  Christian  Training  and 
Service)  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Ray 
Branton,  Chair  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  The  meeting,  was 
conducted  by  Rev.  Ed  Boyd,  the  Chair  of 
the  Local  Church  Revitalization  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


churches  as  well  as  the  growing  and  pro¬ 
gressive  ones,  as  a  means  of  discovering 
district  and  local  church  strategies,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  McEachern. 

Five  hundred  ninety-three  churches  of 
the  conference  were  studied  with  reli¬ 
able  information  from  538.  In  studying 
particular  situations,  Dr.  McEachern  in¬ 
dicated  that  there  were  methods  to  re¬ 
birth  some  churches. 

However,  he  stated  that,  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  it’s  O.K.  for  churches  to  die. 


Some  of  the  questions  raised  by  Dr. 
McEachern  were:  What  is  the  meaning 
of  ministry  today?  What  is  the  place  of 
Lay  Ministry  today  and  what  does  that 
mean?  Also,  what  is  the  meaning  of  bap¬ 
tism  today? 


Then  the  question  arises,  "What  is  a  dig¬ 
nified  death  of  a  congregation?” 

The  second  meeting  was  held  March 
19,  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria.  The  group  included  addition¬ 
al  conference  and  district  persons. 


The  EMLC  Informer 


Key  goals  for  the  EMLC  Missional 
Priority  for  1985-88  are  as  follows: 

1.  Witness  —  The  objective:  To  evan- 
ggelize,  to  develop  new  congregations  and 

to  revitalize  existing  churches. 

2.  Discipleship  —  Objective:  To  pro- 
vide  mission  training  and  resources. 

•:  3.  Liturgy  —  Objective:  To  develop 

•:  ethnic  minority  liturgical  resources. 

•:  4.  Outreach  —  Objective:  To  empow- 

•:  er  ethnic  minority  local  churches  for  do- 
$  mestic  and  global  mission  interaction 


and  to  foster  ecumenical  concerns. 

5.  Leadership  —  Objective:  To  enlist 
and  deploy  lay  persons  as  leaders. 

6.  Structures  —  Objective:  To  pro¬ 
mote  structural  adaptations  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  which  facilitate 
mission  and  ministry;  to  ensure  adequate 
ethnic  minority  representation;  and  to 
provide  equitable  access  to  the  processes 
and  benefits  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

7.  Facilities  —  Objective:  To  improve 
existing  facilities,  to  utilize  new  facili¬ 
ties  comprehensively  and  to  plan  for  fu¬ 
ture  acquisition  and  use  of  facilities. 

New  Areas  of  Concern  —  In  addition 
to  these  seven  goals,  the  Missional  Prior¬ 
ity  will  also  address  issues  of  women, 
youth  and  young  adults  as  well  as  justice 
ministries  and  ecumenical  concerns. 


chwch World Servk*  State  Methodists  Active  In 


Approves  2.3  Million 
Rehabilitation  Plan 

NEW  YORK  —  Seeds,  agricultural 
implements  and  livestock  worth  nearly 
$2.3  million  will  be  supplied  to  Ethiopia 
by  Church  World  Service  as  part  of  the 
agency’s  ongoing  efforts  to  meet  human 
needs  in  that  famine-stricken  country. 

Church  World  Service,  relief  and  de¬ 
velopment  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  also  will  continue  its  sup¬ 
port  of  emergency  relief  work  in  Ethio¬ 
pia,  and  will  work  with  its  colleague 
agencies  in  Ethiopia  to  develop  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  water  resource  management, 
according  to  a  plan  approved  by  CWS’s 
governing  committee. 

The  committee,  at  its  recent  meeting 
here,  also  heard  from  four  officials  in 
the  Christian  Relief  and  Development 
Association  of  Ethiopia,  which  coordi¬ 
nates  the  relief  efforts  of  32  U.S.,  Euro¬ 
pean  and  Ethiopian  church  and 
nonsectarian  agencies  and  through 
which  Church  World  Service  channels 
much  of  its  aid. 

Maghan  Keita,  associate  director  of 
CWS’s  Africa  Office,  presented  the 
$2,285,195  rehabilitation  project  propos¬ 
al  to  the  Church  World  Service  Commit¬ 
tee. 

"While  there  has  been  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  international  response  to  the  crisis  in 
Ethiopia,  data  suggest  that  relief  opera¬ 
tions  will  be  necessary  for  at  least  the 
next  12  months,"  he  said. 

"These  estimations  are  based  on  the 
assumption  that  agricultural  activity 
will  take  place  in  many  of  the  affected 
areas,  and  that  the  harvest  of  those  ar¬ 
eas  will  be  sufficient  to  offset  relief 
needs  in  total  or  in  part.  The  necessary 
agricultural  inputs  of  seed,  tools  and 
oxen  must  be  made  immediately  if  we 
are  to  help  in  the  approaching  June-July 
cultivation  period,”  he  said. 

Church  World  Service  in  the  past  three 
months  has  spent  about  $2  million  in 
relief  efforts  in  Ethiopia,  with  most 
funds  going  to  projects  designated  by  the 
Christian  Relief  and  Development  Asso¬ 
ciation,  one  of  CWS’s  colleague  agencies 
in  Ethiopia.  Additional  monies  have  been 
allocated  to  the  Ethiopian  Orthodox 
Church  and  the  Emergency  Relief  Desk 
of  the  Sudan  Council  of  Churches. 

Funds  have  gone  for  airlifts  of  food  to 
feeding  centers,  emergency  rations  of 
high-calorie  biscuits,  tents  and  wool 
blankets,  trucks  to  transport  food  and 
water,  and  the  services  of  four  U.S. 
nurses. 


'Agenda  for  Children'  Program 


Children’s  needs  and  Methodist 
outreach  have  again  joined  together 
in  the  Louisiana  conference  under 
the  auspices  of  a  statewide  child  ad¬ 
vocacy  network  called  Agenda  for 
Children. 

Co-founder  and  interim  president 
of  Agenda  for  Children  is  Judy 
Watts,  assistant  executive  director 
at  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  in 
New  Orleans,  a  United  Methodist 
project  related  to  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

“The  network,  which  preceded  the 
formation  of  agenda,  began  to  come 
together  in  1980  after  the  mandatory 
child-care  licensing  bill  was  re¬ 
pealed.  A  variety  of  people  repre¬ 
senting  church-related  agencies  and 
other  programs  began  to  work  to¬ 
gether  to  re-instate  licensing.  Out  of 
these  efforts,  Agenda  was  born,” 
said  Ms.  Watts. 

Licensing  of  child-care  facilities  is 
still  not  mandatory  in  Louisiana,  so 
this  concern  continues  to  be  a  major 
focus  of  Agenda  for  Children’s  advo¬ 
cacy.  However,  the  network  has  dis¬ 
covered  many  other  common 
concerns  among  those  people  work¬ 
ing  with  children. 

"Once  we  began  talking  together, 
we  realized  that  an  entire  sea  of 
children’s  issues  existed  with  no  one 
responding  to  these  concerns  at  a 
policy-making  level,”  said  Ms. 
Watts.  She  added.  "Agenda  now  has 
sub-committees  focusing  on  the  need 
for  parenting  resources  as  well  as 
funding  for  children’s  services.” 

Methodists  have  been  strategical¬ 
ly  involved  in  both  the  licensing 
struggle  and  the  formation  of  Agenda 
for  Children.  Terrell  DeVille  of  the 
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Conference  Loses  Great  Lady 


Not  only  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
but  the  entire  state  of  Louisiana  was 
shocked  to  hear  of  the  brutal  murder  of 
Dr.  Lea  Joiner,  beloved  Senior  Pastor  of 
Southside  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  on  March  11. 

In  responding  to  her  death.  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  said: 

"Dr.  Joiner  was  the  esteemed  pastor 
of  the  largest  congregation  in  American 
Methodism  (2,200  members)  served  by  a 
clergy  woman.  Her  record  of  ministry 
has  been  an  inspiration  to  laity  and  cler¬ 
gy  alike  across  the  United  States.  Her 
cruel  and  untimely  death  is  a  severe 
shock  not  only  to  United  Methodists,  but 
to  all  who  knew  her  and  loved  her.  Our 
sincerest  prayers  are  with  the  members 
of  her  family  and  the  devoted  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Southside  United  Methodist 
Church." 

Dr.  Joiner,  a  native  of  Natchez,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  joined  the  Grayson  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  in  1931.  She  graduat¬ 
ed  from  High  Point,  N.C.  College  with  a 
B.A.  and  received  graduate  work  in  the¬ 
ology  at  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  Ev¬ 
anston,  Illinois.  In  1984  she  was  honored 
with  the  Dr.  of  Divinity  Degree  from 
both  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  and 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  Wilmore, 
Kentucky. 

Dr.  Joiner  served  the  Columbia  Cir- 


Dr.  Lea  Joiner 

cuit  from  1939-1944,  as  associate  minis¬ 
ter  of  First  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
from  1944-1952;  and  as  senior  minister 
of  Southside  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  from  1952  to  the  present. 

The  funeral  service  was  conducted  at 
The  Monroe  Civic  Arena  Auditorium  on 
Sunday.  March  17,  at  2:30  p.m.,  with 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  and  Dr. 
Doug  McGuire  participating.  Buriel  was 
at  the  Memorial  Park  Cemetery,  Mon- 
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Forman  Elected  By  Legislative  Committee 

Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman,  at  head  of  table,  w  as  elected  Chair  of  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Members  of  the  committee 
shown  above  are,  clockwise  around  the  table.  Dr.  Ray  Branton,  Rev.  Conrad  Ed- 
wards,  Mr.  Terrell  DeVille,  Mrs.  Jo  Guidrv,  Rev.  Forman,  Mr.  Tom  Miller  Dr  Phil 
Woodland,  Ms.  Taryn  Lindhorst  and  Rev.  Tim  Lawson.  Elwood  Fleming,  photogra¬ 
pher,  is  the  staff  representative  with  the  committee.  Rev.  Forman  replaces  Rev 
Fred  O.  Shirley,  who  has  served  the  last  quadrennium  as  Chair. 


Mr.  Terrell  DeVille,  on  the  left,  Taryn  Lindhorst,  center,  and  Rev.  Conrad  Ed¬ 
wards,  right,  are  shown  discussing  a  report  on  "Agenda  For  Children"  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  of  the  Conference. 


Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Rus- 
ton  has  been  one  of  the  primary  peo¬ 
ple  in  northern  Louisiana  working 
towards  re-instating  licensing.  He  is 
joined  by  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards  of 
the  Methodist  Home  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  who  helped  form  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Commission  on  Children  and 
Youth,  of  which  one  of  the  members 
is  Nell  Read,  Conference  President 
of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Women.  Agenda  for  Children  will  be 
working  closely  with  the  Commis¬ 
sion  in  order  to  implement  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  published  in  their 
report:  "Troubled  Children,  Trou¬ 
bled  Systems." 

This  team  of  United  Methodists 


was  recently  joined  by  Taryn  Lind¬ 
horst.  a  US-2  missionary  assigned  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  work  at  St.  Mark's  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  with  child  advocacy.  Ms. 
Lindhorst  will  outreach  to  the  UMW 
units  around  the  state  about  chil¬ 
dren’s  needs  and  issues,  and  will  be 
an  active  member  of  Agenda  for 
Children. 

Both  the  Louisiana  1984  Annual 
Conference  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
have  endorsed  chiid-care  licensing. 
The  Legislative  Liaison  Commit¬ 
tee  has  made  licensing  one  of  its  top 
legislative  priorities  again  this  year 


Left  to  right.  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  confers  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  relative 
to  material  for  the  history  of  Louisiana  Methodism. 

Methodist  History  To  Be 
Highlighted  in  New  Publication 


During  the  Bicentennial  Obser¬ 
vance,  a  special  committee  to  write 
the  history  of  Louisiana  Methodism 
was  formed  and  is  presently  working 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Norma 
Winegeart,  Chairperson. 

This  history  will  be  the  first  com¬ 
plete  document  of  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  history  to  be  compiled  in  quite 
some  time.  The  target  date  for  the 
completion  of  this  book  is  June  of 
1987. 

Dr.  Walter  N.  Vernon,  well  known 
historian,  was  secured  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  write  this  history,  and  at 
the  present  time  Dr.  Vernon  and  his 
wife  are  engaged  in  this  task.  They 
have  spent  quite  a  lot  of  time  going 
through  the  archives  at  Centenary 
College  in  search  of  information 
concerning  Louisiana  Methodism. 

Bishop  Announces 
New  Appointments 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  appointments  with 
their  effective  date: 

Rev.  Eugene  Kimble  (AM)  returned 
from  leave  of  absence  and  appointed  to 
Crew-Lake  Reveille. 

Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr.  returned 
from  leave  of  absence  and  appointed  as 
associate  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Both  appoint¬ 
ments  were  effective  March  1. 


This  past  week  they  visited  Baton 
Rouge,  where  they  did  research 
work  at  LSU,  as  well  as  going  to 
New  Orleans,  where  they  were  as¬ 
sisted  greatly  by  the  librarian  at  Dil¬ 
lard  University.  While  at  Dillard, 
they  received  much  valuable  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  black  culture 
of  Methodism  in  Louisiana. 

The  Vernons  will  be  attending  the 
1985  Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  will  be  glad  to  re¬ 
ceive  information  and  documents 
from  ministers  and  laity  regarding 
pertinent  information  about  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Louisiana  Methodists. 
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What  is  proper  place  of  the  Bible? 


We  become  concerned  anytime  Chris¬ 
tians  appear  to  "demote"  the  Bible  from 
its  place  as  the  primary  source  of  under¬ 
standing  for  our  common  faith  and  life. 
That  concern  is  compounded,  however, 
when  the  demotion  is  made  in  the  name 
of  a  segment  of  Christianity  as  large  and 
influential  as  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Such  a  demotion  appears  to  have  tak¬ 
en  place  in  a  recent  front  page  editorial 
by  the  Vatican’s  official  newspaper. 
L’Osservatore  Romano.  The  editorial 
blasted  a  1983  book  by  two  prominent 
Roman  Catholic  theologians.  Karl 
Rahner  and  Heinrich  Freis.  The  theolo¬ 
gians  proposed  that  church  unity  efforts 
be  based  on  Scripture  and  on  the  two 
earliest  church  councils  (fourth  century), 
not  on  the  dogmas  (official  teachings) 
that  have  since  been  introduced  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

"Since  there  exists  no  real  distinction 
between  the  dogmas"  of  the  church  and 
"the  deposit  of  faith  (i.e  ,  the  Bible],”  the 
editorial  said,  "every  blow  against  the 
one  is  ...  a  revolt  against  God.” 

For  example,  in  the  official  Roman 
Catholic  view  as  stated  in  the  editorial, 
the  pope's  interpretation  of  Scripture 
can.  under  some  circumstances,  carry 
the  same  authority  as  the  Bible  itself. 

As  Protestant  Christians,  we  strongly 
object  to  any  suggestion  that  official 
church  teachings,  including  those  of  our 
own  tradition,  can  properly  be  equated 
with  the  Bible.  To  reduce  the  Scriptures 
to  being  simply  one  among  many  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  church  relegates  the  Bible 
to  something  less  than  the  primary  writ¬ 
ten  source  of  God’s  truth  which  Chris¬ 
tians  traditionally  have  known  it  to  be. 

Regrettably,  the  view  that  the  Bible  is 
simply  one  among  many  equal  sources 
of  divine  truth  and  guidance  is  not  con¬ 


fined  to  Roman  Catholicism.  A  similar 
attitude  can  be  found  among  many  Prot¬ 
estant  Christians.  That  includes  some 
who  appear  to  place  more  stock  in  the 
writings  of  a  respected  figure  from  the 
past,  or  even  the  latest  “in  vogue"  theo¬ 
logian.  than  in  the  eternal  truth  of  the 
Scriptures. 

In  either  case,  the  results  are  the 
same:  Those  of  us  who  share  a  common 
Christian  faith— and  sometimes  share 
even  the  same  denomination  or  congre¬ 
gation— frequently  are  unable  to  find 
common  ground  in  efforts  to  promote  a 
spirit  of  unity  and  to  advance  a  Christian 
view  of  human  life.  This  latest  Vatican 
statement  in  particular  diminishes  the 
hope  that  such  common  ground  will  soon 
be  found  among  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  Christians. 

Those  of  us  who  are  Protestants 
should  continue  to  insist  that  the  Bible  be 
viewed  as  the  most  fundamental  written 
record  of  God's  disclosure  of  Himself 
and  His  will  for  human  life.  That  insis¬ 
tence  should  not  be  confused  with  an 
inappropriate  idolatry  of  the  Bible  or 
with  the  notion  that  there  is  a  single 
"right"  way  to  understand  its  message. 
Nor  should  our  insistence  on  the  Scrip¬ 
tures’  primacy  exclude  appreciation  for 
non-biblical  witnesses  to  God’s  truth,  in¬ 
cluding  those  of  fellow  Christians  both 
past  and  present. 

When  viewed  and  heeded  as  the 
uniquely  authoritative  Word  of  God.  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  provide  an 
endless  source  of  wisdom  and  guidance 
for  individual  Christians  and  the  church. 
In  our  relationships  with  one  another  and 
our  Roman  Catholic  brothers  and  sisters. 
Protestant  Christians  should  promote 
the  Bible  as  such  and  stand  firm  in  our 
view  that  no  other  document  should  be 
regarded  as  its  equal. 


MARCH  22,  1985 


My  Witness 

Jesus  died  on  cross  even  for  4 Daddy 5 
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By  JOYCE  GREENWOOD 
Gladys  sits  on  the  front  seat  in  my 
classroom.  She  has  her  hair  done  in  one 
pony  tail  on  top  of  her  head  and  another 
in  the  back  and  her  big  eyes  never  miss 
anything  that  goes 
on  around  her.  Her 
shiny  skin  is  the 
color  of  fresh  coffee, 
a  color  she  refers  to 
as  "bright.” 

I  know  little  of 
Gladys’  personal 
life,  only  that  her 
mother  has  been  in 
a  mental  institution  Joyce  Greenwood 
since  right  after  Gladys  was  bom  and 
that  she  lives  with  another  family.  To 

Here  I  Stand 


£ 


question  Gladys  further  would  be 
‘‘meddlin’’  (meddling)  and  she  wouldn’t 
tell  me  anything. 

The  most  outstanding  thing  about 
Gladys  is  her  complete,  unabridged— 
sometimes  tactless— honesty.  It  has  nev¬ 
er  occurred  to  het  to  tell  anything  but 
the  complete  truth  even  when  the  com¬ 
plete  truth  could  be  avoided.  I've  learned 
never  to  ask  her  anything  unless  I  want 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth. 

To  cite  some  examples:  I’ve  always 
worn  my  hair  fairly  long,  but  I  decided 
to  get  a  new  style— a  bi-level  cut.  My 
friends  at  school  were  complimentary 
and  I  was  feeling  pretty  good  about  my 
new  look.  Then  Gladys  came  into  my 


‘Communion’  should  replace  Simon’ 
as  goal  of  ecumenical  movement 


Giving  should  be  from  both  head  and  heart 

gifts— including  our  own  church— about 


If  you  are  like  many  other  Christians, 
you  tend  to  give  "from  the  heart,  not  the 
head”  in  response  to  appeals  for  finan¬ 
cial  aid,  according  to  the  top  official  of 
an  agency  that  monitors  church-related 
relief  agencies  (see  UMR,  Mar.  8). 

But  before  impulsively  writing  a 
check  the  next  time  such  an  appeal  is 
made,  you  would  be  well-advised  to  con¬ 
sider  three  "factors"  named  by  the  Rev. 
Arthur  C.  Bordon  Jr.,  executive  director 
of  the  Evangelical  Council  for  Financial 
Accountability  (ECFA): 

•  Is  the  agency  making  the  appeal  es¬ 
tablished  and  known  to  be  reputable? 

•  Is  the  organization  part  of  a  group 
(like  ECFA)  or  denomination  pledged  to 
full  accountability  for  its  financial  affairs? 

•Will  the  agency  give  information 
about  its  programs,  management,  ex¬ 
penditures  and  financial  condition  upon 
request? 

If  you  can  answer  "yes"  to  each  of 
those  questions  or  elicit  “yes”  answers 
from  the  agency,  chances  are  your  gift 
will  be  handled  responsibly  and  used  for 
its  intended  purpose. 

Regrettably,  not  all  relief  and  charita¬ 
ble  organizations,  including  some  that 
include  "Christian”  as  part  ot  their 
name,  meet  the  criteria  named  by  Mr. 
Bordon.  That  does  not  automatically 
mean  they  are  untrustworthy  or  ineffec¬ 
tive.  Raising  questions  about  an  organi¬ 
zation  before  making  a  donation  to  its 
appeal,  however,  would  spare  donors  need¬ 
less  anxiety  about  how  their  money  is  used. 

Members  of  mainline  denominations 
who  make  their  donations  primarily  to 
and  through  their  church  relief  agencies, 
including  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief,  have  little  to  worry  about. 
Mr.  Bordon  says  that  such  agencies  pro¬ 
vide  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  effec¬ 
tive  ways  for  Christians  to  give 
assistance  in  crisis  situations. 

As  Christians,  we  are  required  to  be 
responsible  stewards  of  our  resources, 
including  our  gifts  earmarked  for  chari¬ 
table  purposes.  We  should  not  hesitate  to 
question  potential  recipients  of  those 


the  manner  in  which  they  will  be,  and 
are,  used.  If  we  do  not  receive  satisfac¬ 
tory  answers,  we  should  find  out  why 
and  make  every  effort  to  see  that  our 
contributions,  and  those  of  others,  are 
achieving  the  maximum  possible  benefit 
for  the  work  of  Christ. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JACK  L.  SWICK 

From  the  inception  of  the  ecumenical 
movement  we  have  talked  about  Chris¬ 
tian  unity.  But  the  concept  of  unity  may 
be  more  of  a  hindrance  than  a  help  to 
ecumenically-minded  Christians. 

The  idea  of  unity 
as  the  goal  of  hu¬ 
manity  comes  from 
Greek  mythology, 
not  from  Christian 
sources.  Unity  im¬ 
plies  a  return  to 
something  lost.  The 
ancients  used  the  I 
formula  “the  end  is  j 
like  the  beginning."  JackSwick 
That  formula  leads  to  the  idea  of  the 
eternal  cycle  of  events,  the  eternal  recur¬ 
rence.  Unity  carries  that  image  of  a  cir¬ 
cle. 

Consequently,  union— especially  in  the 
platonic  sense  of  unity  —  contains  the  idea 
of  being  absorbed  into  a  total,  like  a  drop 
of  water  becomes  swallowed  up  in  the 
ocean.  Unity  implies  a  loss  of  personal¬ 
ity  and  community. 

By  contrast,  the  Bible  and  our  Chris¬ 


tian  heritage  speak  of  an  end  (commu¬ 
nion)  that  differs  from  the  beginning 
(creation).  We  believe  that  the  consum¬ 
mation  of  time  will  be  something  differ¬ 
ent  and  new  compared  with  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  creation.  When  we  speak  of  the 
end  as  Christians,  that  end  should  be  un¬ 
derstood  as  communion  rather  than  union. 

Thus,  the  cause  of  ecumencial  cooper¬ 
ation  would  be  better  served  by  identify¬ 
ing  our  goal  as  Christian  communion 
rather  than  Christian  unity.  Many 
church  members  find  the  idea  of  absorp¬ 
tion  into  a  massive  unity  repulsive. 
Hardly  anyone,  however,  would  deny  our 
need  for  greater  communion  with  God 
and  with  one  another. 

The  goal  of  communion  draws  us  into 
a  relationship  with  our  Creator/Re¬ 
deemer  and  with  one  another.  It  implies 
a  newness  at  the  end  which  did  not  exist 
at  the  beginning  and  invites  the  unique 
contribution  of  each  generation  toward 
achieving  that  communion. 

Instead  of  returning  to  the  beginning, 
we  as  Christians  should  look  forward  to 
the  fullness  of  communion  which  God 
offers  to  us  in  Jesus  Christ.  Communion 


carries  the  image  of  a  timeline,  not  a 
circle  of  eternal  recurrence.  In  other  words, 
it  takes  seriously  human  history  and  our 
unique  contribution  to  that  history. 

Perhaps  a  clarification  of  the  ecumen¬ 
ical  movement’s  goal  would  help  us  to 
take  a  step  forward  in  Christian  commu¬ 
nion.  Indeed,  the  concept  of  covenanting, 
an  interim  step  recently  proposed  by  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  already 
points  in  that  direction.  Rather  than 
union  and  loss  of  identity,  covenanting  is 
a  step  toward  communion  and  communi¬ 
ty  as  the  goal  toward  which  we  should  be 
moving. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  the  Rev.  Jack  L.  Swick,  is 
pastor  of  Walnut  Hill  UMC  in  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio  (West  Ohio  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  l  Stand."  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Christians  need  radical  love,  moral  standards 
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To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  Mar.  1 
editorial  on  the  subject  of  moral  leader¬ 
ship  and  marital  fidelity. 

You  dealt  with  a  very  important  issue 
confronting  the  United  Methodist  Church 
today.  You  were  sensitive  to  the  issue  of 
our  ethical  responsibility  to  God  and  to 
each  other,  and,  at  the  same  time,  our 
call  to  be  loving  people  toward  all  of  us 
who  fail  at  specific  points.  There  is  al¬ 
ways  the  tension  between  being  so  loving 
and  forgiving  and  caring  that  we  fail  to 
emphasize  the  call  of  God  to  moral  and 
marital  fidelity  and  being  so  concerned 
for  the  ethical  challenge  that  we  fail  to 
emphasize  a  loving  and  sensitive  atti¬ 
tude  toward  persons. 

Christ  calls  us  to  radical  love  that  in¬ 
cludes  forgiveness  and  acceptance  of  all 
others.  He  also  calls  us  to  moral  stan¬ 
dards  that  He  expects  us  to  obey.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  one  of  bal¬ 
ance.  and  these  are  two  aspects  of  the 
Gospel  that  we  must  keep  in  balance.  It 
seems  to  me  that  you  did  this  in  this 
editorial.  Thomas  B.  Stockton 

High  Point,  North  Carolina 
A  refreshing  editorial 
To  the  Editor: 

We  want  to  thank  you  for  the  fine 
editorial,  “Moral  leadership  and  marital 
fidelity”  (see  UMR.  Mar.  1).  How  re¬ 
freshing  to  see  an  unqualified  sanction  of 
personal  morality  and  its  importance  to 
leadership. 

The  epitaph  on  the  gravestone  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Wesley,  Jr.,  brother  of  John  and 
Charles,  reads,  “An  excellent  preacher, 
whose  finest  sermon  was  the  constant 
example  of  an  edifying  life.” 

Actions  do  speak  louder  than  words. 

Barbara  and  Joe  Driver 
Quenemo,  Kansas 

Editorial  ‘outstanding’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  in  the  March  1  issue 
headlined  "Moral  leadership  &  marital 
fidelity"  is  outstanding.  The  call  for  all 
actual  and  would  be  leaders  to  be  moral 
leaders  in  public  life  and  private  life  is  a 
call  that  needs  to  be  sounded  loudly, 
strong  and  often.  The  sensitivity  and  bal¬ 
ance  of  this  editorial  with  a  great  moral 
witness  makes  it  outstanding.  Thanks  for 
publishing  it. 

Louis  Schowengerdt 
Albuquerque.  New  Mexico 

Setting  record  straight 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  1  Reporter,  the  editorial 
headlined  "Moral  leadership  &  marital 
fidelity,"  reference  is  made  to  the  Sixth 
Commandment  against  adultery.  I  .think 
the  Roman  Catholics  do  call  that  com¬ 
mandment  number  six  because  they  do 
not  include  the  second  commandment 
concerning  "graven  images.”  But  King 
James  versions,  along  with  standard  re¬ 
vised  versions,  list  the  commandment 
concerning  adultery  as  number  seven, 
not  number  six. 

Just  wanted  to  set  the  record  straight. 

J.D.  Stephenson 
Galveston.  Texas 

Memphis  UMs  farsighted 

To  the  Editor: 

In  light  of  the  apparently  successful 
effort  by  the  Hospital  Corporation  of 
America  to  buy  Wesley  Medical  Center 
in  Wichita,  it  was  rewarding  to  read  the 
Feb.  15  article  about  the  UM-related 
hospital  in  Memphis.  The  Memphis  ef¬ 


forts  to  strengthen  ties  with  adjoining 
annual  conferences  is  commendable. 

Apparently  mid-south  UMs  addressed 
the  basic  question  of  ownership  and  con¬ 
cluded  that  was  the  best  means  to  assure 
quality  medical  services  which  could 
widen  to  include  ancillary  health  care 
for  their  communities. 

How  far-sighted  was  their  choice! 

With  broadened  bases  of  ownership 
and  support,  hospitals  and  their  related 
services  can  "restructure”  to  cope  with 
current  conditions  while  offering  acces¬ 
sible  quality  care  that  also  embodies  a 
clear  model  of  our  faith’s  mission  to 
health. 

The  Memphis  United  Methodists’ 
health  system  is  warmly  reassuring  that 
our  church  can  exercise  sagacity,  flexi¬ 
bility  and  vision  in  its  mission. 

I  hope  the  general  boards  and  officers 
of  our  church  will  support  the  Memphis 
system  in  every  possible  way. 

Ernest  A.  Shepherd 
Bolton,  Connecticut 

Not  much  hope  for  future 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  as  well  as  many  others 
have  discussed  the  subway  situation  in 
New  York  in  which  Bernhard  Goetz  be¬ 
came  involved  (see  UMR,  Feb.  22).  I  can 
recall  none  of  these  articles  that  ad¬ 
dressed  the  basic  question  of  what  he 
should  have  done. 

In  the  specific  incident  involving  a 
split  second  decision  he  had  only  three 
options:  submit  to  extortion  and  hand 
over  his  money,  resist  with  his  bare 
hands  and  be  severely  injured  or  perhaps 
killed,  or  resist  with  the  most  effective 
means  at  his  disposal— which  he  chose. 

Society  has  faced  the  problem  of 
crime  ever  since  we  became  social  be¬ 
ings.  We  should  make  every  effort  to 
solve  our  lawless  tendencies,  but  Utopia 
is  apparently  not  something  that  we  can 
expect  to  arrive  at  in  the  near  future. 

I  do  not  see  much  hope  for  the  future  if 
the  proposed  solution  is  to  submit  meek¬ 
ly  to  the  lawless  elements  that  are  all 
too  ready  to  take  advantage  of  those  who 
are  willing  to  submit  to  their  demands. 

Carlyle  H.  Lark 
Jennings,  Missouri 

T wo  views  contrasted 

To  the  Editor: 

It's  ironic  that  two  articles  about  life 
in  developing  nations  should  both  appear 
in  the  February  15  issue  of  the  Reporter. 
Their  closeness  on  page  two  raises  some 
interesting  questions  about  their  dis¬ 
tance  in  style. 

The  first  was  by  Roy  Beck  and  dealt 
with  the  bishops’  trip  to  Nicaragua.  I 
don't  wish  to  challenge  or  take  issue  with 
anything  he  said.  After  all,  I  haven’t 
been  there;  as  Will  Rogers  said.  “All  I 
know  is  what  I  read  in  the  papers."  What 
amazed  me  is  that  after  only  one  week 
on  an  admittedly  guided  tour.  Mr.  Beck 
felt  competent  to  speak  authoritatively 
on  so  many  facets  of  life  in  that  troubled 
nation. 

By  contrast.  Spurgeon  Dunnam  had 
lived  “weeks”  in  Kenya  He  didn’t  say 
how  many,  but  based  on  my  experiences 
living  in  Third  World  nations.  I’d  say 
quite  a  few  He  relates  questions,  soul- 
searching  questions,  and  not  a  whole  lot 
of  answers. 

How,  indeed,  does  one  explain  having 
live-in  servants  who  are  paid  such  (by 
American  standards)  sinfully  low 
wages?  How.  indeed,  do  we  as  Christians 
reconcile  living  in  such  relative  luxury 
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amid  such  hopeless  poverty?  Those  are 
questions  I,  a  Christian  living  in  a  devel¬ 
oping  nation  (Philippines),  can  readily 
identify  with. 

I  pray,  too,  that  the  church  will  not  lay 
aside  the  difficult  questions  Mr.  Dunnam 
raises.  I  hope  our  bishops  will  remember 
them  as  they  visit  Nicaragua  and  other 
strife-torn  nations.  As  long  as  there  is  a 
gap  between  “haves"  and  "have  nots,"  as 
long  as  governments  do  not  deal  justly 
with  all  their  citizens,  the  search  for 
peace  will  prove  more  thorny  than  illu¬ 
sive. 

I  pray  our  bishops,  as  they  seek  to  lead 
us  in  the  paths  of  peace-making,  will 
have  the  courage  to  embrace  the  thorns. 
That  may  mean  giving  up  the  comforts 
of  one  week  "fact  finding”  trips  and,  like 
Mr.  Dunnam,  spending  time  letting  some 
of  the  thorns  get  close  enough  to  prick 
personally.  It’s  a  matter  of  style.  But,  in 
our  search  for  lasting  peace,  that  just 
may  be  the  place  to  start. 

C.  Wayne  Perry 
APO  San  Francisco 
Report  was  accurate 
To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  Roy  Beck  for  his 
incisive,  accurate  and  unprejudiced  re¬ 


port  on  Nicaragua  in  the  February  15 
Reporter. 

This  is  an  excellent  analysis.  I  grew  up 
in  Latin  America  and  visited  Nicaragua 
last  June.  Being  bilingual,  I  spoke  to 
many  people  while  there. 

It  is  good  to  get  a  straightforward,  balanc¬ 
ed  report  at  a  time  when  our  government 
officials  are  distorting  the  facts  and  mis¬ 
leading  many  people. 

Margarita  Will 
Seattle,  Washington 

Let’s  rise  to  occasion 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  Stephen  Swecker’s  Mar. 
1  article  publicizing  the  courageous 
Christians  who  are  giving  sanctuary  to 
fleeing  Salvadorans.  It  is  typical  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  deep  Christian  conviction  to  be 
more  involved  rather  than  less  because 
of  prosecution  by  the  government. 

It  has  been  a  while  since  American 
church  people  had  a  cause  that  demands 
this  much  devotion.  Let  us  rise  to  the 
occasion  and  strengthen  the  faith  of 
many  a  congregation  by  putting  first  the 
struggle  to  help  oppressed  persons  wher¬ 
ever  we  find  them. 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
La  Verne,  California 


room.  She  looked  at  me  for  a  long  time 
and  then  said,  "You  got  a  haircut.’’ 

"Yeah,”  I  answered,  "What  do  you 
think?" 

Without  being  malicious— just  being 
Gladys— she  said,  "You  shoulda  left  it 
like  it  was." 

On  another  occasion,  I  was  teaching  a 
lesson  and  her  eyes  never  left  my  face.  I 
thought  she  was  really  interested  in 
what  I  was  saying  and  I  probably 
showed  off  just  a  little  bit  for  her  bene¬ 
fit.  Finally,  she  raised  her  hand. 

"Gladys,"  I  called  on  her,  expecting  a 
really  intelligent  question. 

‘‘Mrs.  Greenwood,”  she  said,  thought¬ 
fully,  “You  sure  got  fat  jaws." 

She  had  complimented  my  perfume 
many  times,  breathing  deeply  when  I  sat 
beside  her. 

"That  perfume  sure  smells  nice,” 
she’d  say. 

My  perfume  is  too  heavy  for  Gladys, 
but  I  gave  her  a  light  fragrance  for 
Christmas.  She  sprayed  it  on  her  arms 
and  admired  it.  Then  she  said,  almost  to 
herself.  "They’ll  just  take  it  away  from 
me.  I  know." 

"Who,  Gladys?  Who’ll  take  it  away 
from  you?” 

But  I  was  invading  her  private  space. 

I  was  ‘‘meddlin’’  and  she  didn’t  answer. 

As  a  teacher  aide,  my  job  is  to  give 
special  help  to  educationally  and  eco¬ 
nomically  deprived  children.  In  our  par¬ 
ticular  reading  program,  when  students 
master  certain  skills  on  one  level,  they 
move  on  to  another  level  and  another 
teacher. 

Gladys  had  made  remarkable  pro¬ 
gress.  After  talking  to  her  teacher,  I  told  . 
Gladys  that  she  would  be  moving  to  a 
higher  level.  I  told  her  that  I  was  proud 
of  her  and  I  would  miss  her.  I  was  sur¬ 
prised  the  next  morning  when  Gladys 
came  into  my  room  and  took  her  usual 
place.  But  before  I  could  question  her, 
the  teacher  called  me  outside. 

“Gladys  wants  to  read  in  your  room. 
She  said  she  needs  to  stay  with  Mrs. 
Greenwood.”  I’m  still  not  sure  if  Gladys 
meant  that  she  needs  me— or  if  she  felt 
that  I  need  her. 

I  thank  God  that  He  sent  me  this  job 
seventeen  years  ago  at  a  time  when  I  not 
only  needed  financial  help,  but  also  a 
sense  of  self-worth.  I  thank  Him  that  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  know  these 
little  ones,  even  in  my  limited  capacity. 

I  would  never  have  known  belligerent, 
street-wise  Humberto  whose  only  soft 
spot  was  a  fierce,  protective  love  for  his 
aged,  widowed  mother;  or  Wally,  whose 
mother  left  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
taking  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  leav¬ 
ing  him  with  his  father.  All  I  could  do 
was  hold  him  and  I  didn’t  even  care  if  he 
knew  that  all  the  tears  on  his  wet  little 
face  weren't  his,  and  Missy  whose  mat¬ 
ted  blonde  hair  was  always  adorned  with 
dirty  ribbons  in  a  feeble  attempt  to 
make  herself  look  “pretty.” 

I  would  never  have  known  kids  who 
look  at  you  with  hope  in  their  eyes,  their 
dreams  just  beginning  to  be  tarnished  by 
reality,  and  tdn  you  that  they  want  to  be 
a  teacher  or  a  doctor,  knowing  that  for 
most  of  them  life  holds  only  welfare 
checks  and  low  rent  housing. 

It’s  heartbreaking  when  we  observe  a 
religious  holiday,  and  some  of  them  don’t 
even  know  why  we  observe  those  days. 
To  them,  Christmas  or  Easter  is  when 
Daddy  and  his  friends  drink  all  night  and 
have  fights  in  the  kitchen.  When  you  tell 
them  that  we  observe  Easter  because  a 
man  named  Jesus  died  on  a  cross  for 
you— for  them— yes,  even  for  "Daddy,” 
their  eyes  fill  with  wonder.  If  they  didn’t 
already  trust  you,  they’d  never  believe: 
you. 

When  I  grow  too  old  to  plan  or  to 
dream  dreams,  I’ll  remember  Humberto 
and  Missy  and  Wally.  I’ll  certainly  re¬ 
member  Gladys.  And  I’ll  give  thanks  to 
God. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Joyce 
Greenwood,  is  a  member  of  First  UMC. 
Goree.  Texas  (Northwest  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


—Best  selling - 

children’s  author 
Martha  Whitmore  Hickman 
helps  children 
understand. . . 

some  of  the  Issues  involved  when  a 
widowed  grandparent  comes  to  stay 
with  relatives.  Beautifully  Illustrated, 

When  James  Allen  Whitaker's 
Grandfather  Came  to  Stay  focuses  on 
how  families  can  show  love  and 
tenderness  to  grandparents  while 
respecting  their  need  for  Independence. 
$12.95,  printed  binding,  ISBN 
0-687-45016-0 
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Religion  and  race  agency  creates 
group  to  discuss  ‘white 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO— During  its  meeting  here 
March  5-8  United  Methodism’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  voted 
to  create  a  "concerns  committee”  for 
the  commission's  white  members. 

This  is  expected  to  be  comparable  to 
the  commission’s  four  existing  “con¬ 
cerns”  committees,  one  for  each  major 
ethnic  minority  group  —  Black,  Asian, 
Hispanic  and  Native  American. 

Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  of  the  Seattle 
Area,  chairperson  of  the  commission, 
was  the  catalyst  for  the  idea  of  an  addi¬ 
tional  “concerns  committee,"  calling  for 
such  a  group  in  his  keynote  address  to 
the  meeting. 

Anglos  were  ‘immobilized’ 

Explaining  his  rationale,  Bishop  Tal¬ 
bert  later  told  the  Reporter,  “The  com¬ 
mission  has  grown  because  different 
groups  have  been  allowed  to  talk.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Anglos  have  not  had  a  chance 
to  speak;  we  have  immobilized  them. 
They  should  be  able  to  come  together  in 
a  concerns  committee  because  they  are 
an  important  group,  too.” 

Under  the  commission’s  procedure, 
the  four  ethnic  minority  “concerns” 
committees  meet  separately.  Commis¬ 
sion  members  who  are  white  are  divided 
among  those  four  groups  to  share  and 
interchange  ideas. 

The  concerns  committees  usually 
come  together  once  in  a  two-  to  three- 
hour  session  during  the  commission 
meetings.  During  these  sessions  the  com¬ 
mission’s  ethnic  minority  members 
share  and  discuss  issues  inside  and  out¬ 
side  the  church  that  affect  their  particu¬ 
lar  ethnic  group.  They  reach  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  issues  that  are  of  most  impor¬ 
tance  and  share  these  concerns  with  the 
entire  commission.  In  turn,  commission 
members  can  discuss  the  concerns  raised 
and  decided  whether  to  take  action. 

Following  Bishop  Talbert’s  call  for  ac¬ 
tion,  Bishop  Bevel  Jones  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Area,  the  commission’s 
vice  president,  convened  white  members 
of  the  commission  to  discuss  the  idea  of 
their  new  group.  (Out  of  the  48  commis¬ 
sion  members,  11  are  white.) 

Agonized  over  decision 
“We  agonized  over  this  very  hard  deci¬ 
sion,”  he  told  the  Reporter.’Tt  was  an 
innovation  that  we’d  never  thought 
about.  We  were  concerned  that  this  com¬ 
mittee  not  be  seen  by  the  commission  or 
the  church  at  large  as  a  means  of  segre¬ 
gating  ourselves  from  the  group  or  as¬ 
serting  power. 

“We  were  ambivalent  due  tb  our  de¬ 
sire  to  be  a  part  of  the  ethnic  concerns 
groups.  The  whites  get  a  great  deal  out 


'Samuel  Needs  To 
Smile" 


Childhood  should  be  o  happy  time  of  life. 
Yet  there  are  countless  children  like 
Samuel  in  the  world  who  experience  life 
as  a  daily  struggle  for  survival.  He  was  re¬ 
cently  accepted  into  a  Christian  orphan¬ 
age  in  South  India,  and  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  feed  him  spiritually  and  physically 
through  the  sponsorship  program. 

HOW  TO  BECOME  A  SPONSOR: 

WORLD  S  CHILDREN,  INC.,  a  non-profit, 
Christian  organization  founded  in  1965, 
seeks  sponsors  for  destitute  children  in  12 
countries.  A  sponsor  is  a  very  special  per¬ 
son  to  a  needy  child.  The  fee  to  core  for  a 
child  is  only  $13  a  month  —  less  than  44 
cents  a  day.  WCI  sent  90.4%  of  all  funds 
received  on  overseas  for  the  children  In 
1984.  Each  sponsor  receives  a  copy  of  the 
current  audit  plus  pertinent  information 
on  the  corporation.  The  sponsor  is  sup¬ 
plied  with  the  child's  picture,  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  and  case  history.  Corresponding 
with  a  child  overseas  can  be  a  joyful  ex¬ 
perience,  and  WCI  encourages  o  one-to- 
one  relationship  between  sponsor  and 
child. 

WRITE  TODAY: 

Wouldn’t  you  like  to  sponsor  Samuel  or 
another  needy  child  like  him?  Children 
are  waiting.  Your  sponsorship  could  make 
the  difference  in  a  young  person's  life. 
Please  write: 


I  with  to  sponsor  a  child  whsrs  tho 

nood  It  grootost - 

Enclosed  Is  payment  tor  first  month 


of  sitting  in  on  the  ethnic  group  meetings 
and  being  the  minority  for  a  change," 
Bishop  Jones  said. 

“We  decided  that  we  wanted  such  a 
group  because,  if  we  are  to  be  realistic, 
the  white  community  must  be  identified 
so  that  we  can  work  through  some  of  our 
prejudices  and  problems  together. 

"We  agree  with  Bishop  Talbert’s  state¬ 
ments  that  the  white  constituents  of  the 
commission  should  have  a  sense  of  iden¬ 
tity  using  the  same  structure  as  the  oth¬ 
er  ethnic  groups.  That  way  we  all  can 
operate  on  equal  footing. 

“We  aren’t  forming  a  clique,”  he 
stressed.  “We  hope  to  be  an  effective 
tool.  There  is  the  feeling  that  a  concerns 
group  for  the  white  commission  mem¬ 
bers  might  have  a  direct  and  effective 
influence  on  the  larger  church  which  is 
predominantly  white.  Maybe  we  can 
help  local  churches  understand  and  re¬ 
late  to  what  the  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  is  all  about.  The  commission’s 
purpose  is  sometimes  misunderstood. 

"However,  I  don’t  know  what  our  is¬ 
sues  will  be.  This  group  will  be  formally 
established  at  our  next  (fall)  meeting. 

New  executive  nominated 

In  other  actions  commission  members 
nominated  Barbara  R.  Thompson  as  the 
commission’s  new  general  secretary  (see 
story  below).  The  nomination  now  goes 
to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  for 
a  mail  ballot.  If  elected,  Ms.  Thompson 
will  officially  come  on  board  May  6. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  of  the  Central 
Illinois  area  called  the  selection  of  Ms. 
Thompson  "an  excellent  addition  to  the 
general  secretaries  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion."  Bishop  White  was  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  general  secretary  from  its  founding 
in  1968  until  his  election  to  the  episcopacy 
last  July. 

As  general  secretary-elect,  Ms.  Thomp¬ 
son  told  the  group,  “I  see  my  role  as  en¬ 
abling  the  commission  and  the  church  to 
recognize  the  symptoms  of  racism  that 
are  less  blatant  than  in  decades  past,  and 
to  be  about  eliminating  them.” 

Priority  moving  slowly 

The  commission’s  monitoring  commit¬ 
tee,  which  is  tracking  the  progress  of  the 
denomination’s  missional  priority  (De¬ 
veloping  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness  and 
Mission),  reported  that  organization  for 
the  missional  priority  is  slow.  According 
to  the  monitoring  group’s  report,  “Annu¬ 
al  conferences  still  seem  to  be  in  need  of 
deeper  comprehension  of  the  missional 


concerns 

priority  in  all  that  it  means,  which  is 
more  than  funding." 

The  monitoring  group  also  reported 
that  no  responses  have  been  received 
from  a  letter  sent  last  September  to  all 
bishops,  council  directors  and  general 
secretaries  calling  on  them  for  a  "reaf¬ 
firmation  of  their  commitment  to  the 
missional  priority.” 

A  series  of  recommendations  designed 
to  develop  greater  support  for  the  priority 
was  approved.  They  include  development 
by  United  Methodist  Communications  of  a 
study  and  reflection  brochure  that  would 
emphasize  the  involvement  of  the  entire 
church  and  would  include  the  missional 
priority  as  a  part  of  any  commercial  tele¬ 
vision  time  purchased  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications.  The  committee  also 
recommended  that  the  church's  general 
boards  and  agencies  share  their  plans  for 
carrying  out  the  missional  priority  with 
the  commission  by  Aug.  1  and  that  the 
bishops  demonstrate  visible  support  for 
the  priority  in  their  conferences. 

Border  issues  identified 

Another  series  of  recommendations 
was  adopted  in  regard  to  the  Southwest 
Border  Committee,  a  group  representing 
both  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  and 
United  Methodism,  to  identify  issues  such 
as  immigration,  migrant  workers  and 
economics  that  face  the  two  participat¬ 
ing  churches  along  the  southwest  border 
of  the  U.S. 

The  commission  plans  a  special  ses¬ 
sion  at  one  regular  meeting  to  train  and 
sensitize  its  members  to  border  issues. 
The  commission  also  will  incorporate 
“Racism  on  the  Border”  in  a  national 
racism  workshop  that  the  commission 
has  been  mandated  to  sponsor  before 
1988.  Additionally,  the  commission  will 
incorporate  in  its  reviews  of  United 
Methodist  seminaries  questions  about 
how  students  are  trained  and  sensitized 
about  border  issues. 

In  other  actions,  numerous  recomen- 
dations  and  resolutions  from  the  com¬ 
mission’s  four  ethnic  concerns  groups 
were  adopted.  The  adopted  items  dealt 
with  such  topics  as  the  mounting  vio¬ 
lence  against  Asian  Americans,  a  call 
for  increased  publication  of  resource 
material  in  Spanish,  the  sharing  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  Native  American  ministries 
and  support  for  United  Methodists  who 
have  participated  in  demonstrations 
against  apartheid  in  South  Africa. 

Also  the  commission  made  plans  to 
continue  its  regular  reviews  of  work  to¬ 
ward  racial  inclusiveness  in  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  seminaries  and  general  boards. 


Writ*  to:  Mr*.  Carol  lv*y,  P.  O.  Box 
2979,  Winter  Hav*n,  Fla.  33880. 


Agency’s  executive-elect 
ends  long  ‘gadfly’  service 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO— Barbara  Thompson  says 
she  feels  ready  to  make  the  transition 
from  what  she  calls  a“gadfly  advocate 
working  outside  the  system”  to  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodism’s  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  (see 
related  story). 

If  elected,  Ms.  Thompson,  a  veteran 
volunteer  director  of  several  general 
church  agencies,  will  be  the  first  black 
laywoman  as  the  sole  chief  executive  of 
a  United  Methodist  general  church  agen¬ 
cy.  (The  Commission  on  Status  and  Role 
of  Women,  which  Ms.  Thompson  has 
served  as  president,  has  historically  in¬ 
cluded  a  black  woman  in  its  multi-racial 
three-person  general  secretariat). 

Reflecting  on  the  changes  which  may 
soon  greet  her,  Ms.  Thompson  talked  with 
the  Reporter  about  herself  and  what  she 
would  like  to  do  at  the  commission. 

"I  have  cherished  the  freedom  of  being 
a  gadfly  advocate  because  I  felt  I  was 
more  effective  outside  the  system  rather 
than  in  it.  However,  in  recent  years  I 
have  had  a  desire  to  move  out  of  govern¬ 
ment  employment— (Ms.  Thompson  is  a 
human  resources  program  analyst  with 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service)— and 
work  for  the  church, "she  said. 

“I  will  come  to  this  job  without  any 
preconceived  ideas  about  who  is  evil  due 
to  racism,”  she  said.  “I  feel  that  racism 
is  just  a  coating  on  top  of  a  divine  love 
that  we  all  have  inside  us  as  Christians. 
We  must  wipe  the  top  layer  away.” 

In  her  acceptance  speech  to  the  com¬ 
mission  she  spoke  more  passionately 
about  racism,  calling  it  “a  cancer  in  our 
midst.  Unfortunately,  just  as  cancer  is  a 
term  we  whisper  because  it  is  a  frightful 
illness,  racism  is  nui  d^Nnuwledged  by 
society  in  general. 

"The  persons  who  sit  in  our  segregated 
pews  for  an  hour  or  so  on  Sunday  are  the 
same  persons  who  sit  in  the  offices  on 


CHAPLAIN /CAMPUS  MINISTER  IN 
AUSTIN,  TEXAS.  Ecumenical  project  at  Hus- 
ton-Tillotson  College  and  University  of  Texas 
seeking  Black  minister  ordained  by  United 
Methodist  or  United  Church  of  Christ.  Appli¬ 
cations  by  April  30,  1985.  Call  (512)  478-5693  or 
write  Wesley  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  4457,  Aus¬ 
tin,  TX  78756. 
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age.  FREE  pocket  cross.  Added  crosses  $1. 
Churches  discounted  20';  GREAT  GIFTS.  Send 
check  or  m  o  to  E  D.  Kramer  Enter  Inc..  P  O. 
Box  1488.  Missouri  Citv.  TX  77459.  Allow  4  wks. 
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Barbara  Thompson 


Monday  and  make  dastardly  decisions 
that  adversely  impact  ethnic  minority 
persons,”  she  told  the  group. 

Regarding  the  commission’s  decision 
to  create  a  “concerns”  committee  for  its 
members  who  are  white  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry),  Ms.  Thompson  said,  “This  gives 
them  a  chance  to  work  through  white 
concerns  without  being  prejudiced." 

Youth  and  the  denomination’s  mis¬ 
sional  priority  are  two  areas  Ms.  Thomp¬ 
son  plans  to  target.  “It  has  taken  too  long 
to  get  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
missional  priority  ‘show’  on  the  road,” 
she  said. 

“White  churches  need  to  get  involved 
spiritually  and  emotionally  in  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority  rather  than  just  financial¬ 
ly  because  church  revitalization  should 
be  done  by  everyone." 

Citing  an  "academic  awareness  and 
complacency"  among  youth  in  regard  to 
racism,  Ms.  Thompson  warned  that  the 
unchecked  consequences  of  this  may  be  a 
“breeding  ground  for  a  resurgence  of 
racism. 

“We  need  to  explore  the  concerns  of 
the  youth  and  possibly  work  with  the 
United  Methodist  NYMO  (the  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization)  on  issues 
of  racism,"  she  said. 

Adding  her  religious  perspective  to 
her  plans,  she  said,  "If  we  believe  what 
the  gospel  says,  that  love  offers  freedom 
for  others,  then  the  reality  of  the  family 
of  God  is  present.  Yet  we  must  act  to 
make  it  happen." 

If  elected  on  a  mail  ballot  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries,  on  which  she 
formerly  served,  she  will  assume  office 
May  6.  Among  those  congratulating  her 
recently  was  the  Commission  on  Status 
and  Role  of  Women.  She  is  both  first  vice 
president  and  a  former  president  of  that 
agency. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Former  president  receives  peace  award 

ATLANTA— Former  President  Jimmy  Carter  became  the  first  American  to  receive  the  World  Methodist  Council 
Peace  Award  here  March  13.  With  him  are  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  a  longtime  personal  friend  and  chairman  of 
the  council’s  executive,  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the  council’s  general  secretary.  Mr.  Carter,  a  Baptist  Sunday  school 
teacher,  was  hailed  as  an  “instrument  of  peace.”  He  is  the  seventh  recipient  of  the  award  dating  to  1977. 


Spiritual  Formation  Academy 
graduates  first  2 -year  6 class’ 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  — Over  the  past  two 
years.  47  people  selected  from  all  over 
the  United  States— most  of  them  United 
Methodists— have  made  eight  trips  to 
this  mecca  of  country  music. 

But  they  did  not  attend  the  Grand  Old 
Opry  or  visit  the  country  music  record¬ 
ing  studios  or  museums.  This  group  of 
lay  and  clergy  persons  did  not  come  to 
be  entertained  or  to  sightsee. 

Instead,  the  15  women  and  32  men 
recently  became  the  first  graduates  of 
The  Upper  Room  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Formation. 

Living  in  the  cloistered  atmosphere  of 
Scarritt  College's  Gothic-style  stone 
buildings,  for  five  days  every  three 
months  for  two  years  they  pursued  a 
quasi-monastic  life  of  prayer,  contem¬ 
plation,  worship  and  study. 

Spirit,  mind,  body  integrated 

Participants  worked  to  integrate  the 
spirit,  mind  and  body.  With  the  help  of  a 
dietitian,  they  became  more  aware  of 
the  importance  of  good  nutrition  to  over¬ 
all  well-being.  An  exercise  physiologist 
gave  physical  fitness  tests,  recommend¬ 
ed  individual  exercise  programs  and 
monitored  progress. 

Back  home,  between  sessions  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  participants  were  expected  to  con¬ 
tinue  spiritual  growth  through  prayer, 
contemplation  and  Bible  study. 

They  had  read  some  50  books  from  a 
bibliography  which  included  scripture 
study.  Orthodox  and  Catholic  spirituality 
and  contemplative  traditions,  prayer, 
and  biography.  The  variety  of  writers 
included  St.  Augustine.  John  Wesley,  C. 
S.  Lewis,  Teilhard  de  Chardin,  Morton 
Kelsey,  Douglas  Steere  and  Henri 
Nouwen  —  all  this  while  maintaining 
their  modified  diets  and  physical  fitness 
programs! 

They  kept  journals  and  consulted  with 
spiritual  directors,  persons  they  chose  to 
help  guide  and  encourage  them  in  their 
spiritual  growth.  Some  served  as  spiritu¬ 
al  directors  for  fellow  classmates. 

Leadership  planned  back  home 

Most,  if  not  all,  participants  in  the 
academy  continued  to  lead  prayer 
groups,  retreats  and  spiritual  formation 
events  in  their  respective  local  churches, 
districts  and  annual  conferences.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  academy,  the  graduates  are 
expected  to  become  "spiritual  leaven"  in 
their  respective  communities. 

“The  commitment,”  said  Theona 
Amenda,  diaconal  minister  from  Me¬ 
nomonee  Falls,  Wis.,  “was  to  two  years 
and  to  whatever  the  church  called  on  us 
for  after  that." 

The  commitment  was  also  to  a  tuition 
of  $3,500  plus  books  and  travel  expenses 
to  and  from  Nashville.  One  participant 
estimated  her  overall  cost  at  $5,500. 
Scholarships,  continuing  education  al¬ 
lowances  (for  clergy)  and  car  pools  cut 
the  overall  cost  for  many  participants. 

Because  of  the  commitments  of  time, 
discipline  and  money,  most  participants 
agreed  that  The  Upper  Room  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Formation  is  not  for  every¬ 
one.  Several  members  of  the  class  devel¬ 
oped  variations  of  the  academy  model  to 
help  make  briefer  and  less-demanding 
training  in  spiritual  formation  more  ac¬ 
cessible  to  local  church  members. 

Term  gains  increased  use 

The  term  “spiritual  formation,”  which 
has  gained  increasing  use  in  the  last  five 
or  six  years,  comes  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  tradition.  The  widely-known 
United  Methodist  theologian  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
bert  Outler  describes  spiritual  formation 
as  a  process  of  calling  on  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  through  the  church,  sac¬ 
raments,  meditative  reflection,  prayer 
and  contemplation.  United  Methodists, 
he  said,  also  utilize  the  traditional  Prot¬ 
estant  resources  of  scripture  and  self- 
discipline. 

Participants  in  the  Upper  Room  acad¬ 
emy  found  spiritual  formation  difficult 
to  define  but  generally  agreed  that  it 
differs  from  spiritual  growth  mainly  in 
that  it  is  intentional  whereas  spiritual 


growth  may  occur  unintentionally. 

As  to  how  the  academy  differed  from 
a  spiritual  retreat,  participants  seemed 
to  concur  that  the  main  difference  was 
in  the  length  of  time.  In  two  years,  they 
said,  a  person  can  make  permanent 
changes  in  his  or  her  life,  while  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  a  weekend  retreat  are  not  likely 
to  last  more  than  six  months. 

Another  unique  aspect  of  the  academy 
which  participants  rated  as  significant 
and  different  from  a  retreat  was  the 
sense  of  community  which  the  longer 
time  span  made  possible.  This  was  built 
in  part  by  the  shared  experience  with  the 
large  group  but  more  through  the  small 
groups  of  six  to  eight  persons  to  which 
each  participant  was  assigned. 

These  nurture  groups,  patterned  after 
the  Wesleyan  class  meeting,  met  daily 
for  nearly  two  hours  during  each  five- 
day  session  in  Nashville.  There  partici¬ 
pants  shared  spiritual  needs.  Back  home 
they  daily  thought  about  and  prayed  for 
others  in  their  small  groups. 

Summarizing  the  advantage  of  the 
sense  of  “community”  the  academy  of¬ 
fered,  laywoman  Barbara  Pratt  of  Indi¬ 
anapolis  said,  "It  helps  to  walk  with 
companions  who  have  the  same  goal. 
You  can’t  do  spiritual  formation  alone.” 

Psychological  tests  given 

The  wholistic  approach  to  spiritual 
formation  used  by  the  academy  included 
a  simple  psychological  type-indicator 
test  which  helped  participants  under¬ 
stand  and  accept  themselves  and  others 
in  the  group.  They  discovered,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  that  one  type  is  introverted  and  per¬ 
ceives  primarily  through  intuition  and 
usually  makes  judgments  or  decisions 
based  on  feeling.  This  type  person,  they 
learned,  will  have  different  spiritual 
needs  than  a  person  who  is  extroverted, 
who  perceives  mainly  through  sensing 
and  makes  judgments  or  decisions  based 
on  thinking. 

“It  helped  me  realize  I’m  not  weird— 
that  I  belong  to  a  type,"  said  layperson 
Barbara  Wendland  of  Temple,  Tex., 
about  the  test. 

The  daily  schedule  of  each  five-day 
session  of  the  academy  began  and  ended 
in  contemplative  silence.  Each  day  also 
included  four  30  to  45  minute  worship 
services,  one  with  communion,  and  a 
morning  and  afternoon  curriculum 
study. 

“Worship  four  times  a  day  was  new 
for  me,"  said  the  Rev  Peter  Moore- 
Kochlacs  of  Fontana,  Calif.  He  admitted, 
however,  that  he  had  increasingly  looked 
forward  to  academy  sessions  because  he 
missed  the  daily  rhythm  of  worship 
which  had  initially  been  an  imposition. 
“I  don’t  know  how  I’m  going  to  replace 
it,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Moore-Kochlacs’  reaction  was 
echoed  and  extended  by  the  Rev.  Adrian 
Cole  of  Pauls  Valley,  Okla.  who  com¬ 
mented,  "This  balanced  rhythm  of  com¬ 
munity  and  worship  is  one  of  the  most 


significant  contributions  to  the  image  of 
spiritual  formation  I  have  received  over 
the  past  two  years.” 

Curriculum  had  wide  scope 

The  two  adjunct  faculty  members  for' 
the  final  five-day  session  of  the  academy 
and  the  topics  they  led  in  the  90-minute 
curriculum  classes  illustrate  the  ecu¬ 
menical  nature  and  wide  scope  of  the' 
academy  curriculum.  Roman  Catholic 
priest  Ed  Farrell  of  Detroit  used  as  his 
theme  for  the  morning  classes  “Contem¬ 
plation  in  a  World  of  Action."  In  the 
afternoon  classes,  Dr.  Glenn  Hinson, 
Southern  Baptist  seminary  professor' 
from  Louisville.  Ky..  presented  "A  Per¬ 
spective  on  Protestant  Spirituality.” 

Adjunct  faculty  for  previous  sessions 
included  men  and  women,  theologians, 
seminary  professors,  pastors,  a  bishop 
and  a  monk.  The  two-year  curriculum 
spanned  Catholic  and  Orthodox  spiritual¬ 
ity  and  traditions  and  Protestant  spiritu¬ 
ality  from  John  Wesley  and  Jonathan 
Edwards  to  contemporary  spirituality. 

Many  personal  projects  growing  out  of. 
the  academy  will  become  resources, 
available  to  all  church  members.  “The 
Unspoken  Power  of  the  Psalms,"  by  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Hawkins  of  South  Dennis. 
MD,  was  finished  during  the  academy 
and  released  by  The  Upper  Room  in  Jan¬ 
uary  1985.  The  32-year-old  pastor  said 
he  became  interested  in  the  role  of  the 
Psalms  in  worship  because  "so  much  of 
the  academy’s  devotions  involved  the 
Psalter."  He  credited  the  academy  with 
“fostering  creativity  and  supporting  peo-. 
pie  with  creative  ideas.” 

Another  book  to  come  from  an  acade¬ 
my  participant  is  “The  Upper  Room 
Worshipbook:  Music  and  Liturgies  for 
Spiritual  Formation"  by  Elise  S.  Es- 
linger.  A  former  staff  member  of  the 
Section  on  Worship  of  the  Board  of  Disci-, 
pleship.  Mrs.  Eslinger  coordinated  the 
music  and  liturgy  for  the  academy  and 
incorporated  it  into  the  book  to  be  re-> 
leased  in  April. 

Other  projects  from  the  two-year 
academy  included  a  college  course  in 
Christian  ecology  and  several  retreat 
models. 

Upon  graduation  last  month,  these 
first  graduates  of  the  Academy  for  Spiri¬ 
tual  Formation  became  members  of  a 
new  organization.  The  Academy  Forunx 
Membership  also  includes  adjunct  facul; 
ty  members  and  those  who  participated 
through  leadership  or  advisory  roles  in 
the  academy— some  70  persons.  Mem* 
bership  will  grow  as  succeeding  classes 
graduate.  ; 

The  Academy  Forum  is  expected  to 
continue  fostering  creativity  and  to  be 
an  important  resource  group  for  a  grow¬ 
ing  spiritual  formation  movement  within 
the  church,  said  Mr.  Morris,  director  of 
developing  ministries  for  The  Upper- 
Room.  He  spent  four  years  developing 
the  model  for  the  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Formation  and  for  The  Academy  Forum. 


NASHVILLE — The  Rev.  Thomas  Hawkins  (left)  of  Dennis,  Mass.,  auto¬ 
graphs  a  copy  of  his  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation  project,  “The  Unspo¬ 
ken  Power  of  the  Psalms,”  recently  released  by  the  Upper  Room.  Looking 
on  are,  from  right,  Upper  Room  World  Editor  Janice  Grana;  Dr.  McGregor 
Smith  Jr.  of  Miami,  Fla.,  who  developed  a  college  course  on  Christian 
ecology,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  R.  Gipson  of  Indianapolis  who  created  a  three- 
year  spiritual  formation  model.  umr  photo  by  Roberta  b.  sappington 
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Journalists  weigh  church  groups 
on  value  as  world  news  sources 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

COLUMBIA.  Mo.— When  Time  maga¬ 
zine  ran  a  major  story  last  fall  detailing 
religious  repression  in  China,  its  editors 
were  quickly  made  aware  of  a  conflict¬ 
ing  source  of  information. 

Several  U  S.  religious  groups  had  been 
told  both  in  China  and  in  this  country  by 
Chinese  church  leaders  that  religious  re¬ 
pression  is  not  a  major  problem,  said 
Richard  Ostling.  Time’s  religion  editor. 

On  the  basis  of  that,  some  mainline 
Protestant  leaders  ‘blasted  us"  for  what 
they  thought  was  distorted  reporting. 
Mr.  Ostling  said. 

Globetrotting  "unprecedented” 

Participants  at  an  early  March  con¬ 
ference  of  the  University  of  Missouri 
here  agreed  that  church  groups  increas¬ 
ingly  are  producing  information  that 
competes  with  that  offered  both  by  the 
U.S.  government  and  by  the  public  news 
media. 

They  also  agreed  that  religious  groups 
are  engaged  in  unprecedented  quasi- 
journalistic,  quasi-diplomatic  globetrot¬ 
ting. 

They  pointed  to  United  Methodist  and 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  going  to  Central 
America,  a  black  Baptist  minister  visit¬ 
ing  Syria,  a  fundamentalist  TV  preacher 
acting  in  Israel  and  study/tour  groups  of 
all  kinds  seeming  to  be  going  every¬ 
where. 

Unfortunately,  the  contribution  of 
those  religious  groups  to  the  search  for 
truth  concerning  international  events 
isn’t  always  helpful,  said  participants  at 
the  conference  on  American  Religion 
and  International  Relations. 

Too  often  religious  groups  confuse  and 
even  distort,  they  said. 

In  the  case  of  Time’s  China  story,  Mr. 
Ostling  said.  Time's  correspondents  had 
spent  considerably  longer  than  traveling 
church  groups  in  gathering  information. 
The  correspondents  had  talked  to  the 
same  Chinese  religious  leaders  and  to 
many  other  sources,  probing  far  past  the 
"standard  line"  that  tour  groups  receive, 
he  said.  But  the  U.S.  Protestant  leaders 
claimed  they  had  the  correct  version  of 
the  situation  in  China,  he  said. 

‘  Since  then.  Amnesty  International,  the 
Nobel  Prize-winning  human  rights  orga¬ 
nization.  and  other  groups  have  put  forth 
reports  about  religious  repression  in  Chi¬ 
na,  apparently  vindicating  Time’s  report 
on  that  subject  last  fall. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Ostling  said, 
religious  groups  often  have  information 


not  readily  available  elsewhere  that  is 
essential  for  understanding  international 
affairs. 

He  said  one  of  the  chief  weaknesses  of 
public  journalists  reporting  on  interna¬ 
tional  events  is  their  failure  to  use  mis¬ 
sionaries  as  one  source  of  information. 

Kenneth  Briggs,  religion  editor  of  the 
New  York  Times,  agreed.  Any  reporter 
on  international  affairs  needs  a  course 
on  the  American  missionary  movement 
because  that  movement  implanted  a  val¬ 
ue  system  around  the  world  that  still 
influences  actions,  he  said.  "But  I'd 
guess  most  foreign  correspondents  know 
nothing  of  the  missionary  heritage.” 

‘Visiting  firemen’  mistrusted 

In  workshops,  hallways  and  general 
sessions,  journalists  at  the  conference 
said  they  generally  mistrust  what  they 
called  "visiting  firemen,”  referring  to 
church  groups  which  go  to  another  coun¬ 
try  and  then  come  back  to  tell  what  is 
going  on. 

(The  conference  was  held  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Newswriters  Association  composed 
of  religion  writers  from  public  newspapers 
and  magazines  in  the  United  States.) 

U.S.  journalists  usually  try  to  find  a 
broad  spectrum  of  information  that 
gives  an  accurate  composite  view,  while 
the  "visiting  firemen"  of  the  churches 
“tend  to  give  you  just  one  side  of  the 
story,”  said  John  Dart  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Times. 

Mr.  Dart  said  his  paper  generally  ig¬ 
nores  the  church  groups.  He  and  others 
said  they  were  unsure  how  to  "convey 
the  church  groups'  views  on  the  conflicts 
in  Central  America,  for  example,”  with¬ 
out  doing  their  readers  a  disservice. 

Journalists  seen  as  more  reliable 

Martin  Marty,  the  well-known  Luther¬ 
an  author  and  church  historian  and  a 
speaker  at  the  conference,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  he  sees  validity  in  the  statement 
that  Americans  are  being  offered  three 
basic  and  competing  versions  of  “truth” 
about  Central  America:  (1)  the  Reagan 
administration's  version  with  support 
from  a  few  religious  tour  groups.  (2)  an 
almost  opposite  version  offered  by  most 
Protestant,  ecumenical  and  activist 
evangelical  groups  shuttling  back  and 
forth  from  the  region,  (3)  and  a  version 
offered  by  most  U.S.  public  journalists— 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  U.S.  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  hierarchy  — that  falls 
somewhere  between  the  first  two. 

Which  would  Dr.  Marty,  a  professor  at 
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the  University  of  Chicago  Divinity 
School,  trust? 

“I’d  tend  to  trust  the  public  news  me¬ 
dia,"  said  Dr.  Marty,  who  also  is  a  col¬ 
umnist  for  the  Christian  Century.  "The 
media  have  less  of  an  ideological  agen¬ 
da.” 

By  the  very  nature  of  Christianity,  he 
was  asked,  shouldn’t  one  expect  that  the 
search  for  truth  would  be  done  best  by 
religious  leaders? 

Dr.  Marty  said  he  feared  that  too 
many  mainline  Protestant  leaders  oper¬ 
ate  on  “naive  romanticism."  Such  lead¬ 
ers  don’t  have  a  hard-core  ideological 
agenda,  he  said,  but  they  have  a  predis¬ 
position,  for  example,  to  trust  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  President  Ortega  and  to  distrust  El 
Salvador’s  President  Duarte  and  to  op¬ 
pose  whatever  the  U.S.  majority  is  for. 

Religious  view  said  necessary 
Despite  their  tendency  toward  one-sid¬ 
edness,  Dr.  Marty  said,  U.S.  religious 
groups  have  played  an  invaluable  role  in 
raising  alternate  information  about  Cen¬ 
tral  America  to  thwart  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  preferred  foreign  policy  there. 

Dr.  Marty  said  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration  found,  for  instance,  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  wouldn’t  allow  it  to  “score  quick 
coups”  in  Latin  America  because  of  pro¬ 
test  from  U.S.  religious  communities. 
Local  congregations  in  hamlets  across 
the  United  States  knew  religious  workers 
in  Latin  America  who  were  giving  them 
very  different  information  from  that  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  administration.  Dr.  Marty 
said. 

Roman  Catholic  Cardinal  Joseph  Ber¬ 
nards  of  Chicago  said  churches  have  an 
obligation  to  ensure  that  foreign  policy  is 
considered  according  to  its  moral  dimen¬ 
sions.  The  church  has  a  special  role  be¬ 
cause  of  its  moral  and  transnational 
approach  to  issues,  he  said. 

To  the  question  of  whether  the  moral 
dimension  should  be  the  top  priority  of 
foreign  policy,  Mr.  Briggs  of  the  New 
York  Times  said  it  should.  “But  is  it 
possible  to  get  a  moral  consensus  among 
the  population?”  he  asked. 

The  role  of  the  church  is  to  help  devel¬ 
op  moral  consensus,  according  to  a  key¬ 
note  address  by  Cardinal  Bernardin  that 
was  delivered  in  his  absence.  He  had 
been  injured  in  a  fall. 

The  principle  of  separation  of  church 
and  state  is  not  to  exclude  the  voice  of 
religion  from  public  debate  but  to  "pro¬ 
vide  a  context  of  religious  freedom 
where  the  insights  of  each  religious  tra¬ 
dition  can  be  set  forth  and  tested,"  the 
cardinal  said. 

Archbishop  John  May  of  St.  Louis,  vice 
president  of  the  U.S.  Conference  of  Cath¬ 
olic  Bishops,  forcefully  argued  for  the 
church’s  voice  in  foreign  affairs:  “Jesus 
said  there  is  Good  News  and  those  who 
follow  it  should  not  be  a  light  under  a 
bushel.  We  would  be  a  light  under  a 
bushel  if  we  weren’t  a  part  of  the  discus¬ 
sion  upon  which  policy  decisions  are 
made.” 

“Religion  stifles  discussion” 
Unfortunately,  some  journalists  said, 
religion  in  many  ways  is  helping  stifle 
discussion,  especially  through  the  rise  of 
autocratic  fundamentalism  within  sever¬ 
al  religions  and  the  support  by  more  lib¬ 
eral  churches  of  some  restrictive  aspects 
of  a  proposed  New  World  Information 
Order. 

“This  is  a  world  growing  less  and  less 
interdependent  as  there  are  more  and 
more  places  where  journalists  can’t  re¬ 
port  what’s  happening,”  said  Howard  Si¬ 
mons,  managing  editor  of  the 
Washington  Post,  1971-84. 

Religious  TV  programs  like  “Jimmy 
Swaggart  and  the  700  Club  which  beat 
the  press  over  the  head  every  morning" 
are  creating  a  climate  of  restriction,  Mr. 
Simons  said. 

Mr.  Ostling  of  Time  magazine  said, 
“We  are  facing  a  time  when  world  reli¬ 
gious  bodies  are  hostile  to  our  traditional 
way  of  information-gathering  and  the 
free  press."  He  said  some  U.S.  mainline 
Protestant  leaders  are  backing  such  in¬ 
ternational  hostility. 

4 History  book  ’ 
editors  gather 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS— Editors  of  many  of  United 
Methodism’s  “annual  history  books” 
gathered  at  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  headquarters  last  week  for  a  spe¬ 
cial  workshop  on  producing  1985  annual 
conference  journals. 

"It’s  amazing  how  many  details  we 
have  to  put  into  these  journals,”  one  new 
editor  commented. 

Each  annual  conference  yearly  pub¬ 
lishes  a  journal  which  typically  includes 
hundreds  of  pages  of  addresses,  tele¬ 
phone  numbers,  facts  and  figures  about 
each  congregation  and  each  clergy 
member  of  the  conference.  Also  included 
are  proceedings  from  the  just-completed 
annual  meeting  of  the  conference  and 
reports  from  all  conference-related  in¬ 
stitutions. 

The  journals  not  only  enable  people  to 
connect  with  all  aspects  of  the  United 
Methodist  system  but  serve  as  "annual 
history  books”  for  future  generations, 
one  veteran  editor  said.  The  journals  are 
unparallelled  in  other,  less  methodical 
denominations. 

Some  24  editors  of  journals  from  16 
annual  conferences  which  are  having 
their  journals  published  by  the  Reporter 
attended  the  workshops.  Jean  Prall. 
journals  manager,  said  the  Reporter  has 
begun  work  on  the  many  pre-conference 
publications  which  will  be  used  at  the 
1985  conferences. 


Pioneer  clergywoman 
apparent  murder  victim 


Bishop  Melvin  Talbert 

Bishop  told 
to  face  trial 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. -United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  of  Seattle 
may  become  the  first  of  the  church’s  epis¬ 
copal  leaders  to  stand  trial  for  demon¬ 
strating  against  apartheid  in  South  Africa. 

Bishop  Talbert  was  arrested  in  a  dem¬ 
onstration  Ash  Wednesday  at  the  home  of 
the  honorary  South  African  consul  in  Seat¬ 
tle.  A  municipal  court  judge  has  set  the 
bishop’s  court  appearance  for  April  24. 

Arrested  with  the  bishop  were  two  oth¬ 
er  United  Methodist  clergy  and  a  Wash¬ 
ington  state  ecumenical  official. 

Bishop  Talbert  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  March  14  the  four  plan  to 
plead  innocent  at  a  jury  trial.  Criminal 
trespass  carries  a  maximum  penalty  of 
a  $500  fine,  six  months  in  jail,  or  both. 

The  bishop  said  he  is  thinking  through 
the  theological  implications  of  the  situa¬ 
tion.  “I’m  trying  to  decide  what  to  do," 
he  said.  “I  may  go  to  jail." 

The  Seattle  bishop  is  the  fifth  United 
Methodist  episcopal  leader  known  to 
have  been  taken  into  custody  since  the 
demonstrations  began  Nov.  21  at  the 
South  African  embassy  in  Washington 
(see  UMR  Feb.  1  and  March  15). 

Along  with  the  bishops,  several  hun¬ 
dred  other  United  Methodist  national 
board  staff,  clergy  and  laypersons  have 
been  arrested  in  Washington,  New  York, 
and  in  a  number  of  other  cities.  So  far  as 
is  known,  charges  against  all  persons 
other  than  the  102  in  Seattle  of  which 
Bishop  Talbert  is  a  part  have  been 
dropped  before  coming  to  trial. 

Another  group  of  United  Methodists  is 
scheduled  to  be  arrested  in  Washington 
March  22. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

MONROE,  La.— The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner, 
67,  minister  of  the  largest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  pastored  by  a  woman  in  the 
United  States,  was  found  dead  here  in  a 
cotton  field  March  13,  her  body  mutilat¬ 
ed  from  what  police  said  were  repeated 
blows  with  a  blunt  instrument. 

A  20-year-old  Monroe  resident,  Win- 
throp  Earl  Eaton,  was  arrested  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  240  miles  north  of  here,  after 
he  was  apprehended  driving  the  minis¬ 
ter’s  1985  model  auto.  He  was  returned 
to  Monroe  and  charged  with  first  degree 
murder,  kidnapping  and  theft  of  a  vehi¬ 
cle,  according  to  Don  Hill,  chief  of  detec¬ 
tives  of  the  Monroe  police  department. 

Ms.  Joyner,  who  usually  wore  a  cleri¬ 
cal  collar,  was  well  known  for  her  32- 
year  inner-city  ministry  at  2,250-member 
Southside  UMC  that  included  strong  evan¬ 
gelical  preaching  and  a  number  of  out¬ 
reach  ministries,  said  the  Rev.  William 
Peeples,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  nearby  Bastrop,  La. 

“She  was  the  type  of  minister  that  ev¬ 
eryone  stood  in  awe  of,”  said  Mr.  Peeples. 
“She  took  John  Wesley  seriously.  She  was 
strict  and  she  was  always  punctual. 

“There  have  always  been  majestic  sto¬ 
ries  about  Lea  Joyner.  I  remember  hear¬ 
ing  how  she  used  to  go  into  bars  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  to  pull  men  out  and 
send  them  home  to  their  families,"  he 
recalled.  “She  saved  a  lot  of  souls  right 
there  on  the  streets  outside  of  some  of 
those  bars.” 

“Her  life  was  consumed  by  minister¬ 
ing  to  those  in  need,”  said  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood  of  the  Louisiana  Area.  “An 
interesting  aspect  of  her  (inner-city) 
ministry  was  that  she  was  as  comfort¬ 
able  with  the  wealthy  as  she  was  with 
the  members  of  her  own  congregation. 

“I  remember  hearing  once  that  she 
went  to  a  wealthy  man  in  town  and 
asked  him  for  a  donation  for  a  new 
church  building.  He  said  he  would  give 
her  $5,000  and  she  said,  ‘No,  we  need 
$50,000.’  And  she  got  it!”  the  bishop  re¬ 
called. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the  Houston 
Area  and  a  former  pastor  in  Monroe 
said,  “I’ve  never  known  another  minister 
who  made  as  many  hospital  calls  or 
helped  as  many  down  and  out  people  as 
Lea  Joyner  did." 

He  noted  that  she  was  a  pioneer  in  the 
field  of  female  pastors,  “yet  she  never 
reflected  on  that.  She  was  always  too 


Rev.  Lea  Joyner 

interested  in  what  she  was  doing  to  think 
she  was  making  a  (social)  statement.” 

Ms.  Joyner  had  a  reputation  for  spend¬ 
ing  long  hours  at  the  church  and  in  the 
community.  She  often  worked  at  the 
church  until  midnight  or  later— some¬ 
times  spending  the  night  there,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Southside  UMC  assistant  lay 
leader  Bob  Newcomer. 

"She  was  a  total  pastor— not  just  a 
preacher,"  Mr.  Newcomer  said.  “As 
much  as  we  hated  it,  she’d  stay  at  the 
church  all  hours  of  the  night.  But  there 
was  no  breaking  her  of  it.” 

Ms.  Joyner  had  been  at  an  administra¬ 
tive  board  meeting  March  11.  The  last 
member  left  at  10:30  p.m.  and  she  was 
left  working  in  her  study,  Mr.  Newcomer 
said. 

The  next  morning  her  eyeglasses  were 
found  in  a  pool  of  blood  in  the  parking  lot 
of  the  church  and  her  car  was  missing, 
the  police  detective  said. 

A  prayer  vigil  was  called  the  next  day. 
An  hour  after  the  notice  was  sent  out, 
600  people  from  many  denominations 
showed  up  at  the  church  to  pray  for  her  ■ 
safe  return,  Mr.  Newcomer  said.  The 
body  was  found  the  next  morning. 

Ms.  Joyner,  who  never  married, 
preached  five  services  each  Sunday  at 
Southside  UMC.  She  started  the  church 
in  1952  with  126  charter  members.  To¬ 
day  the  church  has  2,250  members. 

She  was  ordained  by  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  in  1939  and  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  newly  organized  Methodist 
Church  later  that  year. 


Scarritt  funding  boost  recommended 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO— Scarritt  College 
moved  a  step  closer  to  receiving  $300,000 
a  year  through  1988  from  United  Methodist 
coffers. 

The  Division  of  Higher  Education 
meeting  here  March  15  recommended  to 
the  full  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  a  three-year  extension 
of  the  increased  funding  to  the  graduate 
school  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  division 
had  first  raised  Scarritt’s  1985  support 
from  about  $150,000  to  $300,000  earlier 
this  year. 

The  full  general  board  is  to  act  on  the 
recommendation  in  October  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  If  approved,  the  proposal  would 
then  go  to  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  for  review. 

The  college  provides  graduate  educa¬ 


tion  for  Christian  education  and  church 
music  to  prepare  students  for  full-time 
jobs  within  churches  as  ordained  minis¬ 
ters  or  lay  workers  (see  UMR  March  15). 

In  return  for  Scarritt’s  receiving  more 
church  funding,  the  division  recommen¬ 
dation  requires  the  school  to  retire  its 
$1.2  million  indebtedness  by  1988. 

March  1  figures  showed  the  school 
owed  its  endowment  fund  $909,412  and  a 
Nashville  bank  $291,000.  Records  indi¬ 
cated  that  Scarritt  was  up  to  date  on 
both  loan  repayment  schedules. 

In  addition  the  division  recommenda¬ 
tion  orders  an  annual  review  of  Scar¬ 
ritt’s  financial  ability,  progress  toward 
debt  retirement,  enrollment  and  fund¬ 
raising  successes. 

A  division  task  force  set  up  last  October 
will  make  the  reviews.  That  group  was 


originally  charged  with  determining  how 
much  money  Scarritt  should  receive  dur¬ 
ing  the  quadrennium.  The  task  force  rec¬ 
ommended  the  boost  in  financial  support. . 

The  division  action  actually  recom¬ 
mended  changing  the  formula  for  dis¬ 
tributing  funds  from  the  denomination’s  ; 
Three  College-University  Fund.  The  1984 
General  Conference  had  appropriated 
$500,000  a  year  for  that  fund.  The  money  ; 
goes  to  Scarritt,  American  University  in 
Washington  and  Alaska  Pacific  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Anchorage. 

"The  fund  was  not  established  to  be 
divided  equally,"  said  the  Rev.  F.  Thom¬ 
as  Trotter,  general  secretary  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  The  other  two 
schools  recognize  Scarritt’s  current  spe¬ 
cial  need  and  did  not  object,  he  said. 

-DOUGLAS  CANNON 


Farm  pair  wins  national  award 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

JACKSON,  Tenn.— A  30-year-old 
United  Methodist  couple,  who  have  a 
way  ’  of  “inconspicuously  rolling  up 
their  sleeves  and  doing  whatever  needs 
doing”  in  a  fast-growing  Tennessee 
church,  have  been  named  the  National 
Young  Farmer  and  Homemaker  of 
1985  by  the  American  Farm  Bureau 
Federation. 

Mike  and  Debbie  Nichols  of  Jackson, 
members  of  Northside  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  were  given  the  award  re¬ 
cently  in  Honolulu  where  they  met  with 
36  contestants  from  other  states. 

Competition  was  based  on  written 
questions  on  farming  techniques,  on 
membership  in  farm  organizations  and 
on  church  and  community  involve¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Nichols,  who  owns  a  650-acre 
farm  outside  Jackson,  grows  corn,  wheat 
and  soybeans.  But  his  main  interest  is  in 
3,800  hogs  which  he  raises  to  sell  to  a 
slaughterhouse  in  this  rural  Tennessee 
area. 

“I  felt  like  the  Lord  wanted  me  to  do 
one  of  three  things,"  the  third-generation 
farmer  said.  “I  could  go  into  the  minis¬ 
try  and  teach  people  about  the  Lord;  I 
could  be  a  physician  and  help  heal  peo¬ 
ple  or  I  could  be  a  farmer  and  help  feed 
people." 

He  said  he  chose  farming  “early  on” 
because  he  knew  it  best. 

But  being  nationally  recognized  in 
farm  circles  hasn’t  kept  him  from  a 
major  commitment  to  the  church.  A 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Tennes¬ 
see  with  a  degree  in  agriculture,  Mr. 
Nichols  "has  the  respect  of  the  entire 
church,"  says  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mike 
Ripski. 

He  had  served  as  chairman  of  the 
church’s  council  on  ministries,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Men  and 
currently  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
staff-parish  committee  of  the  480- 
member  church,  the  fastest  growing  in 
the  Jackson  District. 

“The  Nichols  are  the  quiet  sort  of  peo- 


JACKSON,  Tenn.— This  year’s  Na¬ 
tional  Young  Farmer  and  Homemaker 
are  a  United  Methodist  lay  couple, 
Mike  and  Debbie  Nichols.  Mrs.  Nichols 
is  a  seventh  grade  science  teacher  and 
Mr.  Nichols  works  a  650-acre  hog  and 
crop  farm  outside  of  Jackson.  The 
grain  dispenser  he  is  checking  is  one  of 
the  most  important  machines  on  his 
farm.  The  couple  are  active  members 
of  Northside  United  Methodist  Church. 
With  her  mother,  getting  ready  for  a 
nap,  is  Marianne.. 

pie  who  stay  behind  the  scenes  and  get 
the  work  done  around  here,"  Dr.  Ripski 
says. 

"Debbie  teaches  a  packed  Sunday 
School  class  and  Mike  never  says  no  to 
a  job  that  needs  doing,”  Dr.  Ripski  says. 

Mike  also  chairs  the  church’s  build¬ 
ing  expansion  finance  committee. 

Winning  the  state  competition 
earned  them  the  trip  to  Hawaii.  The 
national  award  entitled  them  to  a 
year’s  free  use  of  a  tractor  loaned  by  a 
firm  which  sponsored  the  competition. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 
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Mecca? 

Indiana’s  capital  city  woos 
four  Protestant  headquarters 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  Indianapolis,  mec- 
ca  for  American  Protestantism? 

If  United  Methodist  layman  Grover  L. 
Hartman  and  city  officials  here  have 
their  way  such  a  center  could  in  a  few 
years  house  the  national  offices  of  five 
Protestant  groups  in  one  large  building 
on  a  campus-like  setting. 

Grover  L.  Hartman,  a  veteran  leader 
within  the  religious  community  here,  is 
among  those  spearheading  a  major  ef¬ 
fort  to  entice  four  major  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  to  relocate  their  headquar¬ 
ters  to  Indianapolis. 

Dr.  Hartman  retired  in  1980  after 
more  than  20  years  as  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Indiana  Council  of  Churches. 

Four  groups  courted 

The  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  is  already  based  in  Indianapolis 
and  is  seeking  to  replace  aging  facilities 
in  the  city.  The  four  other  groups  being 
courted  by  Dr.  Hartman  and  city  offi¬ 
cials  are: 

—  The  Presbyterian  Church  (USA) 
which  was  recently  created  from  the 
merger  of  Presbyterian  churches  head¬ 
quartered  in  New  York  and  Atlanta; 

—  A  new  Lutheran  body  which  will 
result  from  the  merger  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  (Minneapolis),  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  America  (New  York) 
and  the  Association  of  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Churches  (St.  Louis); 

—  The  United  Church  of  Christ  head¬ 
quartered  in  New  York; 

—  The  Episcopal  Church  headquar¬ 
tered  in  New  York. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
Christian  Church  have  discussed  union. 
The  Lutherans  and  Presbyterians  are 
slated  to  vote  on  new  sites  this  spring 
and  1987  respectively. 

New  York  prices  are  making  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ  and  the  Episcopal 
Church  reconsider  their  office  locations. 
The  UCC  will  discuss  the  matter  at  its 
General  Assembly  in  September.  A  re¬ 
cent  move  to  sell  Episcopalian  New 
York  headquarters  brought  a  storm  of 
protests  and  is  being  reconsidered  in  a 


new  study  process. 

Commenting  on  the  city’s  selling 
points.  Dr.  Hartman  noted  centrality  of 
population,  cross-roads  of  transportation 
and  easy  accessibility.  Indianapolis  is 
ranked  the  most  accessible  of  the  top  100 
U.S.  cities  and  is  a  day’s  drive  from  half 
the  U.S.  population,  he  says. 

Dr.  Hartman  and  Mayor  William  Hud- 
nut  III,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  point  to 
the  city’s  relatively  low  cost  of  living  as 
an  attraction  for  church  executives.  A 
1984  survey  of  Chambers  of  Commerce 
list  it  as  having  among  the  lowest  meal 
costs  and  lodging,  labor  and  taxes. 

Financial  help  available 

More  than  good  will  is  being  extended 
to  church  groups  who  might  relocate  in 
Indianapolis.  The  Lilly  Endowment, 
headquartered  here,  has  let  it  be  known 
that  financial  resources  would  also  be 
available. 

Earlier  reports  indicated  Lilly  and 
private  citizens  have  amassed  a  substan¬ 
tial  dollar  pool,  put  by  one  Chicago 
newspaper  at  more  than  $58  million. 
However,  the  dollar  amount  may  have 
been  overblown. 

Robert  Lynn,  a  senior  vice  president 
of  Lilly,  has  acknowledged  that  the  en¬ 
dowment  is  involved  in  the  effort  to  at¬ 
tract  the  four  denominations  to 
Indianapolis.  However,  he  has  denied  re¬ 
ports  that  as  much  as  $50  million  has 
been  committed. 

Both  Mayor  Hudnut  and  Mr.  Lynn 
have  stressed  that  their  first  commit¬ 
ment  is  to  assist  the  Disciples  to  stay  in 
Indianapolis  by  helping  them  fund  a  new 
headquarters  building.  The  denomina¬ 
tion  has  had  offices  here  for  90  years. 

Mr.  Lynn  said  his  organization,  if 
asked,  would  be  open  to  funding  propos¬ 
als  from  other  church  groups  which  are 
studying  relocation. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  no 
single  national  headquarters  city.  Gener¬ 
al  church  agencies  are  headquartered  in 
Nashville,  New  York,  Dayton,  Evanston 
and  Washington.  At  present,  there  is  not 
believed  to  be  any  widespread  move¬ 
ment  to  relocate  any  of  these  facilities. 


History  of  Hymns 

Isaac  Watts  hymn  finds 
many  making  alterations 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Alas,  and  did  my  Savior  bleed 
And  did  my  Sovereign  die ? 

Would  he  devote  that  sacred  head 
For  sinners  such  as  l? 


Toys  offer 
hymn  sing , 

4 security 9 

By  CARL  CAHILL 
Religious  News  Service 

CHESAPEAKE,  Va.  —  Jill  Jessup,  a 
former  schoolteacher,  is  spending  up  to 
30  hours  a  week  taking  orders  in  her 
home  here  for  Christian  toys. 

“I  go  to  the  toy  stores  and  see  types 
of  toys  for  children  leading  toward 
what  I  feel  are  occult  practices,"  she 
said.  “These  (Christian)  toys  give  the 
child  love  and  security,  a  good,  positive 
thought  and  a  realistic  way  to  deal 
with  the  world.” 

The  toys  Ms.  Jessup  sells  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  Praise  Unlimited,  a  year-old 
company  based  in  Sarasota,  Florida, 
that  distributes  its  products  through  a 
national  network  of  home  sales. 

The  company’s  biggest  seller  in  this 
area  is  a  plastic  suit  of  armor  for 
young  tykes.  "Salvation”  is  written  on 
the  helmet.  A  cross  is  painted  on  the 
breastplate. 

“We  have  sword  fights  and  stuff," 
said  Tyler  Jessup.  "We  pretend  like 
we’re  wearing  armor,  except  its  more 
special  when  you’re  wearing  the  armor 
of  God,”  added  the  10-year-old. 

The  suit  of  armor  costs  $24  and  in¬ 
cludes  the  “sword  of  the  spirit"  and  the 
"shield  of  faith." 

Praise  Unlimited  also  makes  dolls  — 
Faith,  Joy,  Hope  and  Love  —  and  has 
sold  more  than  11,000  nationwide  at 
prices  ranging  from  $39.95  to  $59.95. 

When  squeezed,  the  dolls  recite  Bible 
passages  or  sing  hymns. 

"My  doll  says,  ‘Please  pray  with  me 
and  you  will  know  that  God  is  love,’  ” 
said  three-year-old  Brooke  Elliott, 
whose  mother,  Charlotte,  also  sells  the 
toys. 

Ms.  Jessup  joined  the  2,000-member 
network  last  September,  and  now  over¬ 
sees  four  other  home  distributors  in 
Chesapeake,  Virginia  Beach,  and 
Hampton. 

She  said  the  members  speak  at 
churches  and  hold  Praise  parties,  much 
like  the  Tupperware  and  Amway  home 
parties.  She  calls  her  distributors  "toy 
missionaries." 

The  popularity  of  Christian  toys  is 
increasing,  she  said,  because  of  the 
brutality  displayed  on  television  and  on 
toy  store  shelves. 

"Christian  people  are  just  sick  of 
what’s  out  there,"  Ms.  Jessup  said. 
“Everyone  says  this  is  long  overdue." 


Under  the  heading  “Godly  sorrow  aris¬ 
ing  from,  the  sufferings  of  Christ,”  this 
hymn  appeared  in  a  collection  of  hymns 
by  Isaac  Watts  published  in  London  in 
1707. 

A  congregation  singing  the  hymn 
shares  with  Watts  in  contemplating  the 
crucifixion  of  Christ  with  amazement 
and  wonder.  In  response  to  a  full  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  event  of  Calvary  “for  man, 
the  creature’s  sin,"  the  final  stanza  be¬ 
comes  an  expression  of  total  commit¬ 
ment: 

Here.  Lord,  I  give  myself  away, 

'Tis  all  that  I  can  do. 

For  more  than  two  and  a  half  centu¬ 
ries,  editors  of  hymnals,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  have  altered  some  of  the 
lines.  The  fourth  line  of  the  first  stanza 
as  Watts  wrote  it  was  “for  such  a  worm 
as  I.”  The  descriptive  language  was  in¬ 
tended  to  contrast  the  greatness  of  God 
with  the  insignificance  of  mankind.  Bib¬ 
lical  basis  for  this  occurs  in  Psalm  22:6, 
"But  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man;  a  re¬ 
proach  of  men,  and  despised  of  the 
people.” 

Over  the  last  century,  the  changing  of 
the  line  to  "For  sinners  such  as  I,”  has 
become  almost  universal.  This  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  apostle  Paul’s  writing, 
“Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners;  of  whom  I  am  chief”  (I 
Tim.  1:15). 

The  tune  we  use  with  Watts'  text  is 
from  Scotland  and  was  composed  by 
Hugh  Wilson,  a  native  of  Fenwick  in 
Ayrshire.  Scotland.  A  shoemaker  by 
trade,  Wilson  led  the  psalm  singing  in  his 
church.  He  supplemented  his  income  by 
teaching  classes  in  reading,  arithmetic, 
and  music  for  the  villagers. 

One  of  his  hobbies  was  designing  sun¬ 
dials,  and  one  of  these  may  still  be  seen 
in  Fenwick,  about  15  miles  southwest  of 
Glasgow. 

The  year  after  Wilson’s  death  in  1824 
his  tune  was  published  in  Edinburgh  with 
the  notation  "as  sung  at  St.  George’s 
Church."  Because  Wilson’s  name  was  not 
given  in  this  collection,  his  heirs  brought 
suit  and  won  judgment  in  court  estab¬ 
lishing  his  claim  as  the  composer. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  Sacred  Head.  Now  Wounded" 

British  Baptist  men 
con  vert  scrap  iron 

From  Religious  News  Service 

KENT,  England  —  "Any  old  iron?”  — 
once  the  catch  phrase  of  touring  scrap 
dealers  on  their  old  horse-drawn  carts  — 
is  being  heard  across  Britain  again. 

But  this  time  the  cry  goes  out  from  an 
expert  craftsman  and  his  team  of  Chris¬ 
tian  helpers,  set  on  gathering  in  every 
unwanted  tool,  however  rusty,  to  aid  the 
Third  World. 

It  is  the  idea  of  John  Varrall,  48,  a 
Baptist  layman,  who  for  the  past  25 
years  has  worked  in  one  of  the  major 
industrial  museums  restoring  large  ex¬ 
hibits. 

In  his  spare  time,  he  is  national  orga¬ 
nizer  for  Tools  with  a  Mission,  a  self- 
help  project  launched  by  the  Baptist 
Men’s  Movement. 


‘Playboy’ channel  protested 

SAN  JUAN  —  Members  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Christian  community,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Protestant  alike,  gathered  on  the  steps  of  the  statehouse 
recently  to  protest  the  arrival  of  the  “Playboy  Channel”  on  local  cable  TV 
programming.  In  both  top  and  bottom  photos,  protesters  hold  signs  that  say 
“out”  to  Playboy  Channel,  and  “remember  Sodom.”  The  Playboy  Channel, 
which  is  widely  available  in  the  United  States,  broadcasts  what  is  often 
called  “soft-core”  pornographic  situations.  religious  news  service  photo 


Book  Review 

Journey  offers  metaphor 


"Travelling  In,”  by  Monica  Furlong; 
Crowley  Publications.  1974,  1984. 
$6.00,  127  pages. 

By  MARY  BROOKE  CASAD 

While  not  consistently  inspirational, 
"Travelling  In”  offers  substantial, 
thought-provoking  meditations.  The  15 
chapters  are  appropriate  lengths  for 
daily  devotional  readings. 

Author  Monica  Furlong  uses  the 
metaphor  of  journey  to  explore  the 
search  for  the  spiritual.  She  defines  a 
religious  person  as  “one  who  believes 
that  life  is  about  making  some  kind  of 
journey.” 

In  illustrating  the  inward  journey, 
she  draws  upon  her  own  childhood  and 
experiences.  Of  great  interest  are  her 
accounts  of  people  she  has  known  and 
how  she  perceives  these  relationships 
in  regards  to  her  faith.  She  effectively 
recalls  early  perceptions  and  scenes 
which  helped  shape  her  ideas  of  prayer, 
sexuality  and  personal  identity. 

Furlong  writes  that  as  a  child,  her 
early  prayers  were  part  of  a  "compul¬ 
sive,  superstitious  ritual  meant  to 
avert  catastrophe.”  She  gives  an  exam¬ 
ple:  "If  I  say  the  ‘Our  Father'  ten 
times,  twenty  times,  fifty  times,  before 


I  go  to  sleep  then  God  won’t  be  angry 
with  me,  and  then  tomorrow...” 

"No  one  had  ever  preached  that  sort 
of  religion  to  me,"  writes  Furlong.  “I 
made  God  in  the  image  of  the  grown¬ 
ups  I  knew.” 

The  majority  of  the  book  appears  to 
be  Furlong's  response  to  the  writings  of 
others.  But  her  ability  to  arrange  these 
qpotes  and  poems  amidst  her  own  writ¬ 
ings  is  the  book's  outstanding  feature. 
She  draws  upon  a  variety  of  sources.  In 
the  preface  she  writes:  “I  treated  the 
quotations  rather  as  children  treat  fa¬ 
vorite  stones,  shells,  jewels  or  buttons  in 
a  treasure  box— handling  them,  catching 
the  light  with  them,  polishing  them,  ar¬ 
ranging  them,  gloating  over  them." 

“Travelling  In”  was  first  published 
in  1971.  Furlong  has  written  other 
books  on  spiritual  life  as  well  as  biog¬ 
raphies  on  Thomas  Merton  and  Alan 
Watts.  She  devotes  a  chapter  of  "Trav¬ 
elling  In"  to  Thomas  Merton. 

Perhaps  there  are  no  original 
thoughts  here,  but  Furlong  does  employ 
a  unique  style  of  offering  interesting 
insights  to  the  inward  traveller. 

Ms.  Casad,  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the 
Reporter,  lives  in  Gainesville,  Ga. 


Europe  missile  debate 
pits  activists,  leaders 


From  Religious  News  Service 

BIELEFELD,  West  Germany— One 
year  after  deployment  of  new  NATO 
missiles  began,  the  peace  movement  and 
the  missile  debate  in  West  Germany 
would  seem  to  be  settled. 

National  leaders  of  the  peace  move¬ 
ment  have  announced  that  there  will  be 
no  major  demonstrations  in  1985.  Peace 
groups  throughout  the  country  continue 
to  meet,  but  most  now  concentrate  on 
raising  public  awareness  of  other  issues, 
like  German  arms  exports  to  the  Third 
World. 

Despite  the  lull,  the  issues  raised  by 
the  peace  movement  here  are  far  from 
settled,  and  debate  about  them  continues 
in  West  Germany's  Protestant  churches. 

As  Bishop  Eduard  Lohse  commented 
at  a  national  synod  last  November,  the 
peace  discussion  within  the  church  has 
become  “more  objective”  but  "not  any 
easier." 

Question  draws  line 

At  the  heart  of  the  debate  is  the  nature 
of  the  political  positions  that  an  institu¬ 
tional  church  like  the  German  Protes¬ 
tant  Church  can  or  should  take. 

This  question  pits  church  leaders,  ea¬ 
ger  to  maintain  consensus  among  the 
church’s  26  million  members,  against 
Christian  peace  groups  who  believe  that 
opposition  to  nuclear  deterrence  should 
be  adopted  as  a  standard  for  Christian 
faith. 

Christian  peace  groups  here  include 
well-known  organizations  like  Pax 
Christi  and  Action  Reconciliation  but 
also  student  parishes  and  smaller  Chris¬ 
tian  disarmament  groups.  These  groups 
have  a  high  profile  within  the  West  Ger¬ 
man  peace  movement.  Their  members 
also  include  pastors  and  lay  members 

There  are  numerous  signs  that  the 
peace  issue,  as  church  spokesman 


Rainer  Koppe  noted,  "has  become  inte¬ 
grated  in  parish  life.” 

A  church  survey  conducted  in  the  fall 
of  1982  showed  that  72  percent  of  Prot¬ 
estant  church  members  wanted  the 
church  to  support  the  aims  of  the  peace 
movement. 

Church  members  differ 

But.  as  Mr.  Koppe  said,  "there  are 
considerable  differences  among  church 
members  regarding  the  path  of  disarma¬ 
ment."  These  differences  will  become 
prominent  in  June  when  the  biennial 
Kirchentag,  a  national  lay  conference 
for  German  Protestants,  takes  place  in 
Dusseldorf. 

One  outcome  of  the  peace  debate  has 
been  increased  attention  to  East  Ger¬ 
man  churches.  Several  East  German 
church  leaders  are  on  record  as  strong 
opponents  of  nuclear  deterrence  and 
have  opposed  deployment  both  of  NATO 
and  Warsaw  Pact  weapons. 

Peace  activists,  like  Andreas  Zumach 
of  Action  Reconciliation,  charge  that 
church  leaders  here  have  suppressed  the 
more  radical  of  the  East  German  church 
statements,  with  resulting  tension  be¬ 
tween  the  two  churches. 

Trust  has  grown 

Church  spokesman  Koppe  denies  that 
saying  that  trust  between  the  two 
churches  has  grown  in  the  past  few  years 
and  that  the  number  of  meetings  be¬ 
tween  representatives  of  the  two 
churches  has  increased. 

What  is  clear  is  that  the  missile  ques¬ 
tion  has  raised  uncomfortable  dilemmas 
for  German  church  people  on  both  sides 
of  the  border  —  dilemmas  that,  whether 
they  stem  from  church-state  issues,  as  in 
East  Germany,  or  from  church-constitu¬ 
ency  issues,  as  in  the  West,  have  no  easy 
resolution. 


Charity  dilemma  faces 
downtown  congregation . 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LITTLE  ROCK  —  Downtown’s  Win¬ 
field  United  Methodist  Church  is  on  the 
horns  of  a  financial  dilemma. 

Early  this  year  a  member,  Elbert  L. 
Fausett,  died  and  left  the  church  nearly 
$500,000.  But  Mr.  Fausett  placed  one  re¬ 
striction  on  the  gift:  the  congregation 
must  abandon  its  downtown  building  and 
construct  within  three  years  of  his  death 
a  new  building  in  a  newer  area  of  the 
city. 

The  congregation  and  its  pastor,  the 
Rev.  William  C.  Haltom,  are  struggling 
with  the  decision. 

"There  are  people  out  there  who 
would  support  Winfield  because  it  offers 
Methodists  an  alternative,"  said  Mr 
Haltom  in  an  article  written  by  Georgia 
M.  Daily  in  the  Feb.  22  issue  of  the  “Ar¬ 
kansas  United  Methodist." 

"You  can  go  to  the  look-alike  churches 
that  surround  the  city  or  you  can  come 
to  a  church  like  Winfield  that  is  truly 
doing  God’s  work  in  meeting  basic  hu¬ 
man  needs,"  he  said. 

Among  Winfield  Church’s  ministries  to 
the  neighborhood  are  a  food  pantry, 
meals  for  hungry  people  and  a  day-care 
center. 

“We  can  build  a  super  church  in  west 
Little  Rock,”  says  Mr.  Haltom,  “but  is 
that  really  what  ought  to  happen?” 

Regardless  of  the  decision,  Mr.  Hal¬ 
tom  says  the  Fausett  gift  has  served  as 


an  impetus  for  self-study.  The  church, 
which  has  nearly  1,000  members,  is  eval¬ 
uating  internal  needs,  neighborhood,  pos¬ 
sibility  of  merger  with  another  United 
Methodist  Church,  relocation,  and  mem¬ 
ber  attitudes. 

Mr.  Haltom  said  Winfield  has  "re¬ 
treated”  in  staff,  resources  and  outreach 
but  the  membership  decline  stopped  in 
1984  for  the  first  time  in  30  years. 

“There  is  no  question  in  my  mind 
whether  Winfield  can  be  a  viable  down¬ 
town  church,”  he  added.  "It  can  be.  The 
questions  are:  are  there  sufficient  num¬ 
bers  of  people  and  a  membership  willing 
to  do  what  it  takes  ,  and  is  the  conference 
willing  to  give  the  kind  of  leadership  and 
financial  support  needed  for  that  to  hap¬ 
pen?” 

If  the  survey  of  members  shows  a 
willingness  to  stay,  he  said,  "our  work 
has  just  begun." 

Church  growth  and  meaningful  mis¬ 
sion  cannot  be  accomplished  through 
traditional  ministries,  he  said.  “It  will 
take  some  courageous  Methodist  people 
who  are  not  afraid  of  blacks  and  the  poor 
and  the  alienated  and  who  are  not  afraid  • 
of  the  community  that  has  within  it  the 
cosmopolitan  structure  of  most  major 
cities  —  halfway  houses  and  high-rise 
apartment  complexes  for  senior  citizens. 

It  will  take  an  intentional  effort  to  im-  ■' 
pact  the  institutions,  the  downtown 
neighborhood.”  £ 


Pope  raps  manipulation 
of  media  by  governments 


From  Religious  News  Service 

VATICAN  CITY  -  Pope  John  Paul  II 
condemned  manipulation  of  the  mass 
media  that  causes  "oppression,  enslave¬ 
ment  and  despair,”  and  said  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  must  defend  “the  right 
of  the  human  family  to  truth.” 

Speaking  to  participants  in  a  plenary 
meeting  of  the  Vatican’s  pontifical  com¬ 
mission  for  social  communications,  John 
Paul  said  that  when  properly  used,  the 
media  can  promote  unity  and  charity. 

“If  the  means  of  social  communication 
are  used  well,  people  can  come  to  know 
the  truth  and  they  can  be  freed  from 
ignorance,  from  prejudice,  from  isola¬ 
tion,  and  from  that  violation  of  human 
dignity  which  comes  about  when  the 
communications  media  are  manipulated 
in  order  to  control  and  restrict  human 
thought,”  the  pope  said. 

Apparently  referring  to  policies  com¬ 
mon  in  Soviet  bloc  countries,  John  Paul 
said  in  some  areas  “the  unscrupulous 
have  sought  to  portray  through  the  com¬ 
munications  media  a  false  reality  so  that 
human  minds  might  be  deceived  and 
hence  controlled  —  so  that  human 
thought  might  reflect  not  the  world  as  it 
is,  but  a  vision  of  the  world  which  a 
minority  might  wish  to  impose. 

"Where  the  means  of  social  communi¬ 
cation  do  not  reflect  truth,  they  take 
away  hope,  and  human  beings  experi¬ 
ence  oppression,  enslavement  and  de¬ 
spair,"  the  Polish  pope  said. 

John  Paul  said,  “It  is  the  right  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  church  to  be  not 
only  the  communicator  of  the  truth,  but 
also  its  defender. 


"The  church  must  continue  to  declare 
the  right  of  the  human  family  to  truth," 
he  said. 

The  pope  urged  the  entertainment  me¬ 
dia  to  favor  “stories  which  encourage  .  . 
models  which  inspire,"  and  guard 
against  programs  that  lead  to  promiscu- , 
ity  or  violence. 

“We  know  that  words  transmitted  , 
over  radio  or  written  in  newspapers  can 
incite  anger  We  know  that  images  pro-  . 
jected  in  films  or  on  television  can  unleash 
passion,”  he  said.  "These  are  certainly, 
dangers  which  must  be  avoided,  tempta¬ 
tions  which  should  be  resisted .  ” 

John  Paul  cited  news  coverage  of  Af¬ 
rica's  hunger-stricken  populations  as  an. 
example  of  how  the  media  promote, 
charity. 

“The  news  media  have  played  this  role 
of  evoking  sympathetic  response  in  time 
of  need  over  and  over  again  —  and  they 
have  helped  to  bind  the  human  family 
more  closely  through  practical  charity 
May  they  continue  to  do  so  whenever 
there  is  need." 

The  pope  said  modern  technology 
makes  it  possible  for  people  worldwide 
to  "be  moved  together  by  the  shared  ex¬ 
perience  of  one  tragedy.  We  can  be  in¬ 
spired  together  through  a  shared 
experience  of  human  triumph.  We  can. 
in  brief,  be  united  through  the  modern 
means  of  communication  —  united  in  the 
truth  of  a  shared  experience,  united  in 
the  articulation  of  a  common  aspiration, 
united  in  a  shared  response  to  human 
need,  or  in  shared  admiration  of  human 
heroism.  We  can,  perhaps  as  never  be¬ 
fore,  be  one  in  faith,  hope  and  charity.” 


lOOth  anniversary  celebrated 
by  Methodist  church  in  Singapore 

Kong,  Philippines,  Indonesia,  Malaysia, 
India,  Sri  Lanka  and  Burma,  and  frater¬ 
nal  representatives  from  the  United 
States,  United  Kingdom.  New  Zealand 
and  Liberia  attended. 

The  church  became  autonomous  in 
1968. 

A  consultation  of  42  Asian  Methodist 
leaders  discussing  "Development  and 
Role  of  Methodism  in  the  Asian  Region" 
was  jointly  sponsored  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Dear  Deborah 

‘Underachiever’  feels  guilt 
over  putting  off  doing  job 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
SINGAPORE  —  The  100th  birthday  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Singapore  was 
observed  recently  in  a  variety  of  cele¬ 
brations  ranging  from  a  thanksgiving 
service  and  dinner  for  2,000  people  to  a 
scholarly  consultation  for  delegates 
from  10  Asian  countries. 

The  Rev.  Jiro  Mizuno,  assistant  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
mission  agency,  said  this  was  the  largest 
gathering  of  Asian  Methodists  since  a 
1963  Malaysian  mission  consultation. 
Delegates  from  Korea,  Taiwan,  Hong 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  problem  is  about  my  job.  I  do  the 
things  I  like  to  first  and  put  off  the  ones  I 
don't  like.  The  longer  I  put  them  off  the 
harder  they  seem,  and  I  put  out  a  huge 
amount  of  energy  to  do  them— finally, 
when  I  have  to.  Then  I  feel  relieved  and 
want  to  reward  myself  for  doing  a  heroic 
thing. 

Sometimes  I  call  myself  Create-a-Cri- 
sis,  Inc.  Other  people  praise  me  for  what 
I  do,  but  in  my  heart  I  know  I  could 
accomplish  more  with  less  effort.  I  am 
up  against  myself  and  feel  there  has  nev¬ 
er  been  another  person  so  irresponsible. 
How  can  I  get  rid  of  this  guilt? 

Underachiever 

Dear  Underachiever: 

Relax,  you  are  a  member  of  a  very 
large  club!  Some  research  scientist  is 
always  coming  up  with  the  statistic  that 
almost  all  of  us  use  only  a  small  portion 
of  our  brain  (and  other)  power.  It  is  a 
common  problem. 

Some  of  us  eat  the  frosting  first,  then 
tackle  the  cake.  Others  prefer  to  do  the 
less  tasty  things  first  and  then  sit  back 
and  enjoy  the  frosting.  It  may  be  worth 
a  try  to  tackle  the  difficult  things  first. 


discipline  yourself  to  face  up  to  what 
has  to  be  done  and  do  it.  Patterns  in 
work  habits  are  as  difficult  to  break  as 
an  addiction,  so  don't  be  too  discour¬ 
aged  if  you  fail  a  couple  of  times. 

Try  to  prepare  yourself  each  day  of 
work  with  a  period  of  quiet  contempla¬ 
tion.  Ask  for  God's  help  in  even  the 
most  trivial  of  tasks  you  face.  You  like¬ 
ly  spend  a  lot  of  time  flailing  at  yourself 
needlessly  because,  if  you  are  receiving 
praise  from  others,  you  ARE  doing  your 
job.  Make  an  effort  to  be  objective 
about  yourself.  Do  you  have  someone  to 
whom  you  can  talk  honestly?  Some¬ 
times  bouncing  our  problems  off  anoth¬ 
er  helps  to  clear  the  air. 

Lastly,  an  underachiever  who 
KNOWS  he/she  is  one  is  at  a  good  start¬ 
ing  point  for  making  positive  changes. 
You  are  in  a  good  place  whether  you 
know  it  or  not. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,"  P.  O.  Box  660275.  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


Different  Churches 


Bishop  J.  C.  Minnick,  Jr.  of  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  Lenten  Lecture  Series  held  at 
the  Hammond  United  Methodist 
Church,  March  17-19.  Rev.  Angus 
Carruth  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  * 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Lake  Charles  held  their  Great  Preacher 
Series,  March  17-19.  The  guest  speaker 
was  Rev.  Wallace  Chappell,  Evangelist 
for  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference.  Guest  choirs  also  partici¬ 
pated.  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  is  the 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Winbourne  and  Istrouma  United 
Methodist  churches  are  now  carrying 
out  a  successful  tape  ministry  to  home- 
bound  senior  citizens.  Rev.  Ed  Pickens 
is  the  pastor. 

Fifty-two  UMYF  youth  and  counselors 
of  the  Grand  Cane  UM  Church  met  with 
Kim  Caldwell,  of  the  Church  Careers 
Department  at  Centenary  College,  for  a 
special  program  on  opportunities  for 
Christian  vocations.  Rev.  Gerald 
Richardson  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  Buras  United  Methodist  Church, 
has  over  100  in  their  day  care  program. 


The  program  began  only  two.years  ago. 
Rev.  Lillard  R.  Bevill  is  the  pastor. 

Parker  Memorial  UM  Church,  New 
Orleans,  is  the  home  of  the  new 
ecumenical  REACH  TV  ministry.  In 
addition,  they  also  have  a  new  day  care 
facility.  Rev.  Dwight  E.  Huff  is  the 
pastor. 

The  special  Lenten  Services  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Plaquemine  is  featuring  the  following 
speakers  on  each  Wednesday  evening: 
Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  Rev.  Tommy 
Bergeron,  Rev.  Beverly  Bond  and  Rev. 
Joe  McClain.  Rev.  George  B. 
Cunningham  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  Puppet  Ministry  of  St.  Matthews 
UM  Church,  New  Orleans  is  now 
performing  for  children’s  homes  and 
other  institutions.  Rev.  George  A. 
Duerson  is  the  pastor. 

The  Blanchard  United  Methodist 
Church,  in  cooperation  with  Christian 
Services  of  Shreveport,  have  served 
one  thousand  and  five  families  with 
food  deliveries  over  the  last  five  years. 
Over  4,500  different  people  were  served 
in  this  way.  Rev.  John  R.  Johns  is  the 


UMW Sunday  Observed 
At  Trinity  UM, ,  Buras 


Beverly  Weld,  above,  a  member  of  the  Buras  UM  Church,  and  a  United  Methodist 
Woman,  served  as  the  Women’s  Sunday  speaker  at  the  church.  Although  she  says  she 
is  not  a  “woman’s  libber,”  Ms.  Weld  speaks  out  on  critical  issues  and  says:  “Being  a 
woman.  I  have  a  larger  battle  to  fight.” 

Trinity  UM  insists  that  she  stand  out  and  affirm  her  position  of  “I  like  being  a 
woman.  .  according  to  Pastor  L.  R.  Bevill. 

i[ 

Publishing  House  Offers 
Free  ‘Start  Up’  Materials 

«  Nashville,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  The 
staples  for  United  Methodist  churches 
land  new  Sunday  schools  —  hymnals, 

«  bulletins,  offering  envelopes,  curriculum 
.  and  record  forms  —  are  being  offered 
I  free  to  fledgling  United  Methodist  con- 

•  gregations  and  church  school  programs. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 

-  House,  in  an  effort  to  assist  with  the  1984 

-  General  Conference  goal  of  doubling 

•  church  membership  is  offering  a  starter 

•  kit  of  free  basic  materials  for  newly-or¬ 
ganized  United  Methodist  congregations. 

•1  In  addition,  churches  launching  new 
Sunday  school  programs  also  may 
receive  curriculum,  charts  and  other 
resources  free  from  the  publishing 
house.  Also,  the  publishing  house  will  sell 
equipment  and  furnishings  to  new  con¬ 
gregations  or  Sunday  schools  at  a 
discount. 

Robert  K.  Feaster,  UMPH  president 
and  publisher,  said  the  assistance  pro¬ 
grams  are  designed  to  support  Sunday 
school  extension  efforts  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  other  general 
church  agencies.  “It  reflects  a  new  spirit 
of  cooperation  between  the  agencies.” 

In  all,  the  publishing  house  will  donate 
up  to  $700  in  materials  for  congregations 
and  up  to  $900  in  resources  for  new 
Sunday  school  programs,  Mr.  Feaster 
said. 

-  The  materials  being  offered  to  new 
congregations  include:  25  volumes  of  The 
Book  of  Hymns,  a  United  Methodist 

■  program  calendar  and  workbook,  The 
Book  of  Discipline  and  The  Book  of 
Resolutions,  a  year’s  subscription  to  the 
publishing  house  bulletin  service, 
offering  envelopes  and  church  record 


keeping  forms. 

Resources  packets  for  Sunday  schools 
will  include  a  year’s  curriculum  for  each 
age  group,  charts  and  maps,  teacher’s 
aids  and  record  forms. 

Church  furnishings  and  hardware  such 
as  folding  chairs,  pulpit  and  offering 
sets,  communion  materials,  offering 
plates  and  audio  visual  equipment  will  be 
available  at  discounted  costs  through 
Cokesbury  Service  Centers. 

Mr.  Feaster  said  the  publishing  house 
will  work  with  district  superintendents  in 
carrying  out  the  assistance  program, 
and  Cokesbury  will  publish  specific 
guidelines  of  how  to  qualify  for  these 
gifts  and  discounted  items  in  March. 


Television 

Awareness 

Training 

April  11-13. 1983 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
and  Lover’s  Lane  LMC 
Dallas,  Texas 


pastor. 

Church  secretaries  were  recently 
honored  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Minden,  according  to  Rev. 
Robert  Burgess,  the  pastor.  Mrs.  Susie 
Lester  has  served  for  the  last  ten  years 
in  that  capacity  and  replaced  Miss 
Mary  Searles,  who  retired  after  38 
years  when  Mrs.  Lester  began. 

•  #  • 

On  February  24th,  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria  began  a 
churchwide  Bible  study  on 
Ephesians.  Teaching  information  is 
based  on  the  Pauline  Epistle,  Dr.  Letty 
Russell’s  book,  “Imitators  of  God”  and 
Dr.  Irvin  Jensen’s  “Ephesians  —  A 
Self-Study  Guide.”  Sessions  will 
continue  each  Sunday  night  of  the 
Lenten  season.  Teachers  are  Rev. 
James  W.  Jones,  Pastor  and  Elouise 
Waggaman. 


To  Grace  Our  Flag 

You’ve  probably  noticed  that 
three  houses  of  worship  have  been 
featured  in  the  flag  for  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  back 
page  for  several  weeks  now.  The 
present  ones  are,  left  to  right,  the 
Chapel  at  Dillard  University,  New 
Orleans;  The  Walheim  United 
Methodist  Church;  and  Trinity  UM, 
Ruston. 

A  number  of  other  Church 
pictures  are  on  hand  and  we  shall 
gladly  accept  more  for  the  future. 
The  flag  will  be  changed  each 
quarter. 

—  Editor 


Although  U.S.  News  and  World 
Report  published  a  piece  on  the  "new 
generation”  of  religious  leaders  in  the 
United  States,  it  had  to  limit  its 
interviews  to  six.  Fourteen  others  were 
interviewed  as  well,  including  Dr. 
David  G.  Trickett  of  New  Orleans,  and 
campus  minister  at  Tulane. 


Ferrell  Joins 
St.  Paul  Faculty 

Kansas  City,  Missouri  —  The  Rev. 
Gilbert  Ferrell  will  join  the  faculty  of 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  as 
Associate  Professor  of  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration,  effective  June  1985. 


Mission  Alive— ’85 


Saturday,  April  27, 1985 
A  mission  celebration 
First  UM,  Slidell 


Rep.  Richard  Baker 
To  Keynote  Lake 
Charles  Laity  Dinner 


Mr.  Richard  Baker,  above,  a  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Legislature  and  Lay 
Leader  for  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
will  serve  as  the  speaker  for  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Annual  Laity  Dinner, 
Thursday,  March  28,  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles  at  7 
p.m.  Mr.  Baker,  a  member  of  Black- 
water  United  Methodist  Church,  serves 
as  Chairman  of  the  Highway  Committee 
of  the  House. 

Entertainment  for  the  evening  will  be 
furnished  by  a  Barber  Shop  Quartet, 
“Pirates  Gold.” 

Julia  Heard  is  the  Lay  Leader  for  the 
Lake  Charles  District. 


Mr.  Ferrell  is  an  ordained  elder  in  the 
Central  Texas  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Since  1980  he  has 
served  as  senior  pastor  of  Polytechnic 
United  Methodist  Church,  an  urban 
congregation  of  1300  members  in  a 
transitional  community  in  East  Fort 
Worth.  Mr.  Ferrell  has  been  Adjunct 
Assistant  Professor  of  Methodist  Dis¬ 
cipline  at  Brite  Divinity  School,  including 
courses  in  history  and  doctrine. 

Mr.  Ferrell  is  a  graduate  of  Texas 
Wesleyan  College  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  His  pastorates  in  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  have  included  a  semi- 
rural  town  church,  a  central  city  congre¬ 
gation,  and  a  suburban  congregation 
prior  to  his  pastorate  at  Polytechnic.  He 
has  been  a  part-time  instructor  in  Bible 
at  Texas  Wesleyan  College  and  an 
instructor  in  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  Course  of  Study  School. 


Clergy  Women’s 
Conference  Set 

The  Conference  for  Clergy  Women  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  will  be 
held  in  Oklahoma  City,  April  22-24.  For 
more  information,  contact  Rev.  Barbara 
S.  Duke  at  318/646-3332  or  318/352-2888,  or 
by  writing  to  her  at  The  Wesley 
Foundation,  Box  4285  NSU, 
Natchitoches,  La.  71497-0019. 


SAM  Tap  es  Available 

The  videotape,  “Louisiana  Methodists 
in  Mission,”  shown  at  the  Mission  Edu¬ 
cation  Days  events,  March  10-11,  is 
available  for  local  church  use.  Each 
district  superintendent  has  a  copy,  along 
with  one  in  the  Conference  Resource 
Center.  The  program  features  the  six 
Good  Samaritan  Ministries  plus  the 
Spanish  Ministries  of  New  Orleans. 


Calendar 

APRIL,  1985 


1  Pre-Conference  Reports  Due 
7  Easter 

7  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

8  Interview  Pastors  &  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
&  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  Districts 

10  Interview  Pastors  and  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  New  Orleans-Slidell  & 
New  Orleans-Houma  Districts 

11  Interview  Pastors  and  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  Lake  Charles  District 

16  Executive  Committee.  L.I.C.,  Cabinet  Room,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

17  Interview  Pastors  and  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  Monroe  &  Ruston  Dis¬ 
tricts 

18  Interview  Pastors  and  P.P.R.  Committee  with  Bishop,  Alexandria  &  Shreve¬ 
port  Districts 

19-20  Conference  on  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean  Trinity  Church,  Ruston 
(Registration  begins  9:30  a.m.  on  19th;  mtg.  will  end  3:00  p.m.  on  the  20th) 
19-20 

“Volunteers  in  Mission.”  Executive  Inn,  Dallas,  10:00  a.m. 

19-20  Music  Workshop,  FUMC  Lake  Charles 
19-20  Missional  Priority  Interpretation  Event 

20  Electronic  Media  Training  Event.  Headquarters 

21  COCU  Sunday 

22-25  "Dogwood  Time”  (Retiree  Event)  Mt.  Sequoyah 
23  Cabinet  Meeting,  Homer,  La.,  10:00  a.m. 

24- 26  Spring  Retreat  for  an  interview  with  1st  and  2nd  yr.  Candidates  and  those 

recommended  for  Probationary  Membership 

25- 27  "Leaders  of  Single  Adults,"  Nashville,  Tennessee 
27UMW  National  Seminar.  Bunkie 

27  “Mission  Alive,”  a  Mission  Festival,  NO-S  District,  FUMC  Slidell,  10:a.m.- 
3:00  p.m. 

27  District  Coordinator  of  Scouting  Ministries  Training,  FUMC  Alexandria 

28  Heritage  Sunday 

30  Shreveport  District  Missions  banquet,  Noel  Church,  7:00  p.m. 


MARCH  22.  1985 


Burbach  Addresses  Design  Team 


Ms.  Cindy  Burbach,  above,  a  consultant  who  works  with  Mr.  George  West,  in 
Communi-Skills  Associates,  Inc.,  is  shown  above  speaking  to  the  Conference's  Design 
Team  for  Continuing  Education.  Shown  in  the  picture  are  clockwise  from  the  bottom, 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Ms. 
Burbach,  Dr.  Stanley  Menking,  of  Perkins,  and  Dr.  John  Braden. 

New  United  Methodist  TV  Series  on  NO  Cable 

The  New  United  Methodist  produced  series  of  programs  began  on  the  Religious 
Ecumenical  Access  Channel  (REACH)  March  19,  and  will  be  on  each  Tuesday  on 
prime  time. 

It  is  on  Cox  Cable,  Channel  7,  from  8:00  to  10:00  p.m. 

The  format  each  Tuesday  will  be  as  follows: 

8:00  “Reflections”  Panel  discussion  on  significant  current  event 
8:30  “Respond  &  React”  Panel  with  audience  participation  involving  life  situation 
problems 

9:00  “Hour  of  Power”  Music  and  sermon 

9:30  “Ask  the  Preacher"  Ecumenical  panel  involving  ministers  of  various  faiths 
receiving  and  answering  questions  from  the  viewers 
The  production  is  being  sponsored  by  the  two  New  Orleans  Districts.  Rev.  William 
Blakely  and  Dr.  Stone  Caraway  are  superintendents  of  the  New  Orleans  Districts. 


Children  in  grades  1-3  will  learn  the  meaning  of  living  in  peace  through  love  as  they 
color  this  “stained  glass”  illustration  included  in  the  “Church  &  Home  Leaflets”  for 
Vacation  Church  School  ’85. 


Vacation  Church  School 


Resources  For  ’85  Available 


As  teachers  prepare  to  launch 
Vacation  Church  School  1985  they  will 
find  all  new  UM  resources  from  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  This 
year’s  theme,  “The  Bible  Helps  Us  Live 
Together,”  deals  with  the  biblical 
message  of  peace  and  justice.  An  inex¬ 
pensive  way  to  see  these  resources  and 
begin  early  teacher  training  is  through 
an  assortment  of  advance  kits. 

The  “VCS  Examination  Kit”  contains 
a  teacher  book  and  student  resource  for 
all  age  levels.  Samples  of  publicity  items 
to  help  generate  church  and  community 
interest  are  also  included,  such  as  a 
poster,  invitation  postcard,  button, 
bulletin  insert  and  letterhead  stationery. 

The  “VCS  Starter  Kits  #1  &  »2”  offer 
all  the  resources  necessary  for  getting 
started  at  a  significant  savings.  Kit  #1 
includes  class  packets  and  one  each  of 
teacher  and  student  resources  for  Ages  3- 
4,  Ages  4-6,  Elementary  A  and  B  — 
Grades  5-6  and  Junior  High.  Kit  #2 
features  three  new  Media  Resources  to 
be  used  with  the  five  age  levels,  along 


with  publicity  and  recognition  materials. 

All  kits  are  available  from  Cokesbury, 
retail  sales  division,  at  the  following 
savings: 

“VCS  Examination  Kit”  —  $15.95, 

regularly  $23.02 

“VCS  Starter  Kit  #1”  -  $38.95, 

regularly  $55.50 

“VCS  Starter  Kit  #2”  -  $29.95, 

regularly  $42.85 

For  additional  information  about  UM 
curriculum  resources  call  Curric-U- 

Phone  toll-free.  The  number  is  800/251- 
8591. 
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MARCH  29,  1985 
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“If  any  man  will  come  after  me  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
cross  daily,  and  follow  me.” 

—Luke  9:23 
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The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


‘More  Good  News’ 


Reverend  James  Constable 
Wilhite  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Youth  Sunday  School  Class 
New  Adult  Sunday  School  Class 
Reverend  M.  C.  Cady 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Welsh 

Organization  of  a  new  Sunday 
School  Class 

Dr.  Dan  Tohline 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  La¬ 
fayette 

Three  new  Sunday  School  Classes 
this  year 

Singles,  Adult,  and  New  Bible  Study 
Sunday  School  Class 
Reverend  Gary  Elliott 
Forest  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church 

One  Adult  Sunday  School  Class 
One  Children’s  Class 
Fellowship  United  Methodist 
Church 

One  Young  People’s  Class 
Reverend  Darryl  Tate 

Grand  River  United  Methodist 
Church, 

Plaquemine  Working  with  the  Par¬ 
ish  with  an  Open  Gym  two  nights  a 
week  for  the  Church  and  the  Commu¬ 
nity 

Reverend  William  Eubanks 


First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ponchatoula 

New  Young  Adult  Sunday  School 
Class 

Reverend  Ron  Easterling 
Athens/Crossroads  Charge 
Four  new  Sunday  School  classes 
Both  churches  have  voted  to  pay 
100%  of  District  and  Conference  Ask¬ 
ings  for  1985 
Reverend  Bob  Burgess 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Minden 

Three  new  Sunday  School  classes 
Reverend  Harold  Babin 
St.  Francisville  Church 
New  Young  Adult  Church  School 
Class  and  Cub  Scout  Group 
Reverend  Thomas  C.  Beeler 

Chatham  United  Methodist  Church 
A  new  Adult  Church  School  Class 
Reverend  Richard  Behling 

Southside  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Sunday  School  Class  for 
Adults 

Reverend  Steve  Caraway 
Church  of  the  Covenant,  Lafayette 
Two  new  Adult  Church  School 
classes 


Ruston  To  Host  Ecumenical  Workshop 

‘From  Roots  To  Reality’  Set  For  April  12-13 


Rev.  Phil  Wheaton 


National  United  Methodist  Women, 
the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  and  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  are  sponsoring  a  two  day 
workshop  on  Friday-Saturday.  April  12- 
13.  1985  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston,  Louisiana.  Meals  and 
overnight  lodging  will  be  handled  by 
each  person  attending. 

Rev.  Philip  Wheaton,  Episcopal  priest 
and  Esmeralda  Brown,  a  Panamanian 
by  birth  will  be  the  two  workshop  lead¬ 
ers.  Rev.  Wheaton  is  director  for 
EPICA,  an  ecumenical  research  organi¬ 
zation  in  Washington.  D  C.  He  is  a  for¬ 
mer  Episcopal  missionary  to  the 
Dominican  Republic,  1952-64. 

Esmeralda  Brown  is  a  resource  coor¬ 
dinator  on  Latin  American  and  Carib¬ 
bean  concerns  at  the  United  Methodist 
office  for  the  United  Nations. 

Many  Americans  know  by  now  that 
there  is  great  suffering  in  many  of  the 
countries  of  the  Caribbean  and  Central 
America  from  exploitation  and  repres¬ 


sion.  But  only  a  few  know  the  root  causes 
of  this  state  of  affairs  and  fewer  still 
have  any  analysis  of  how  this  ties  into 
United  States  Policies  and  the  structures 
of  power  that  created  this  generalized 
malaise  and  injustice. 

History  —  It  is  therefore  important  to 
help  people  move  beyond  the  Surface  ef¬ 
fects  to  the  Historical  roots  of  the  prob¬ 
lem.  EPICA  workshops  are  designed  to 
provide  this  kind  of  in-depth  back¬ 
ground  in  terms  of  the  Caribbean  and 
Central  American  regions. 

Country  Focus  —  At  the  same  time, 
every  country  has  a  different  history  and 
circumstances  that  must  be  examined. 
And  since  any  workshop  can  only  exam¬ 
ine  one  region  and  one  country  in  a  sin¬ 
gle  day,  with  any  degree  of  thorough¬ 
ness,  the  workshops  have  been  limited  in 
this  way. 

Application  to  Issues  —  Because  there 
are  many  issues  to  examine  and  some 
that  are  of  particular  interest  to  any 
given  group,  a  regional  and  national 
overview  is  applied  to  particular 
problems  as  a  way  of  concretizing  and 
humanizing  the  study. 

—Rev.  Willis  Dear 

New  Sunday  School 
Classes  At  Pineville 

In  recent  months,  three  new  Sunday 
School  classes  have  been  started  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pine¬ 
ville.  The  latest  is  a  new  Extended  class 
for  the  children,  which  began  with  14  in 
attendance.  Two  new  classes  are  con¬ 
templated  for  the  future,  according  to 
Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  the  pastor. 


The  EMLC  Informer 


•> 

In  addition  to  the  seven  goals  listed  in 
last  week's  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 
>:  the  Missional  Priority  will  also  address 
:•  issues  of  women  and  youth. 

$  Ethnic  minority  women  have  many 
;i*  gifts  to  share.  Sexism,  racism  and  other 
!:•  forms  of  oppression  and  exploitation. 
£  however,  have  prevented  the  sharing  of 
many  of  these  gifts.  These  obstacles 
have  also  conspired  to  keep  ethnic  mi- 
nority  women  in  passive  and  subservient 
>:  roles  in  society,  the  church  and,  in  some 
cases,  at  home.  Through  the  Missional 
Priority,  ministries  will  be  developed 
through  the  program  units  of  annual  con- 
>:  ference  Councils  on  Ministries  in  consul- 
:|:  tation  with  annual  conference 
::  Commissions  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 


Women  and  ethnic  minority  caucuses  to 
alleviate  such  oppression  and  exploita¬ 
tion. 

Ethnic  minority  youth  have  needs  and 
concerns.  Often  unemployed,  uneducated 
and  victims  of  systemic  oppression,  they, 
too,  may  be  nurtured  by  the  church's 
varied  ministries.  Through  the  Missional 
Priority,  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  will  assess  the  needs  of  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  youth  and  transform  those  needs 
into  avenues  of  ministry  and  out¬ 
reach.  National  and  jurisdictional  fo¬ 
rums  will  help  facilitate  ethnic  minority 
youth  input  into  the  development  and 
creation  of  resources  which  address 
their  special  concerns.  Annual  confer¬ 
ences  will  assist  local  church  leaders  in 
developing  ministries  which  enhance  the 
ability  of  youth  to  discover  how  their 
faith  relates  to  their  day-to-day  lives. 
Ethnic  minority  youth  will  be  trained 
and  encouraged  *o  participate  actively 
in  all  levels  of  the  church,  including 
serving  as  members  of  general  boards 
and  agencies  and  as  delegates  to  General 
and  Jurisdictional  conferences. 


1. 'Jribute 

To  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 


About  seven  years  ago,  I  attended  a 
COSROW  meeting  at  Annual  Conference. 
We  were  sitting  at  tables,  as  we  had  just 
finished  a  luncheon  and  we  were  to  inter¬ 
view  the  person  sitting  next  to  us  and 
introduce  them  to  the  group.  I  was  sit¬ 
ting  next  to  Lea  Joyner,  and  had  the 
privilege  of  interviewing  her  as  was  the 
assignment. 

I  asked  her.  "Is  it  true,  as  legends  go 
that  you  were  told  ‘If  you  want  a  church, 
go  build  one’?” 

With  that  twinkle  in  her  eye  that  ac¬ 
cented  everything  she  said,  whether 
from  the  pulpit,  in  private  conversation, 
or  on  a  tape  being  televised  to  announce 
her  death,  she  answered  me  —  "No,  not 
really,  I  was  told  there  was  no  assign¬ 
ment  for  me.  I  knew  if  I  wanted  a 
church,  I  would  have  to  build  one,  and  so 
I  went  out  and  that’s  what  I  did!” 

My  next  question  was  “Was  it  hard  in 


those  days,  Lea?"  In  her  typical  fashion, 
she  very  softly  answered  me,  "Yes.”  No 
complaints,  nothing  negative,  just  "Yes  " 
And  then  almost  to  herself,  she  added  "I 
just  wanted  to  tell  people  about  the  love 
of  God.” 

As  I  was  waiting  my  turn  to  introduce 
her  to  the  group,  she  passed  me  a  note 
with  again  that  twinkle.  This  time  I  de¬ 
tected  a  little  mischief  and  when  I  read 
the  note,  I  knew  I  was  being  set  up.  It 
read  “How  many  ministers  have  come 
out  of  your  church?"  I  whispered  to  her 
—  "None”  and  she  wrote  on  that  note  — 
T  have  had  35!”  I  still  have  that  note,  it 
meant  something  to  me,  because  it 
meant  so  much  to  her.  I  will  always 
remember  those  eyes  and  death  cannot 
ever  put  out  that  light! 

—Lynn  Foil 
Metairie  UM  Church 


Norris  Named  Gammon  President 


Selected  By  Trustees 
Of  Atlanta  Seminary 

Dr  Alfred  L.  Norris.  Senior  Pastor  of 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans  has  been  selected  as  the  new 
president  of  Gammon  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  Atlanta.  Georgia. 

In  a  joint  statement.  Bishop  Scott  Al¬ 
len,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
at  Gammon,  announced  the  selection  of 
Dr.  Norris,  and  Bishop  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Area  announced  his  appointment  to  the 
Presidency  of  Gammon,  effective  June 
1.  1985. 


Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris 


Hammond  Retirement  Home  To  Be  Dedicated 


The  Hammond  Retirement  Home  at 
701  Old  Covington  Highway,  Hammond, 
will  be  dedicated  on  Sunday,  March  31. 
Participants  in  the  service  will  be  Dr. 
Don  Hall,  Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Rev. 


Angus  Carruth,  Mr.  Thomas  Knight  and 
Mr.  Tom  Matheny.  The  home  was  bought 
in  the  fall  of  1981  by  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Hammond  and  the 
Tickfaw  United  Methodist  Church. 


Missionaries  Tell  Story  In  Mission  Education  Days 


Istrouma  Hosts  Ministers’  Wives 

The  Retreat  for  Ministers’  Wives  is 
designed  to  be  relaxing,  refreshing  and 
re-creational.  The  beautiful  grounds  of 
Camp  Istrouma  will  be  a  relaxing  set¬ 
ting  as  we  gather  for  a  few  hours  to  gain 
a  new  perspective  on  our  everyday  sur¬ 
roundings.  It  promises  to  be  refreshing 
as  we  renew  old  acquaintances  and 
make  new  friends. 

It  will  be  re-creational  as  we  play, 
worship,  and  think  together  about  how 
we  communicate  with  friends,  family 
and  co-workers  each  day.  ShirleyPorter, 
a  well  known  Baton  Rouge  Clinical  So¬ 
cial  Worker,  on  the  right,  will  be  our 
resource  person. 

Registration:  5-6  p.m.  Friday,  April 
12.  Close:  1  p.m.  Saturday,  April  13. 

Cost:  $10.  Let  Joyce  Wilkes  (P.O.  Box  333, 

Greenewell  Springs,  La.  (70739)  know  if 
you  plan  to  attend. 

— Madelyn  Woodland 


Sixty  percent  of  the  charges  of  the 
Conference  were  represented  at  the 
"Mission  Education  Days”  meetings  held 
in  the  nine  districts,  March  10,11  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rev.  Steve  Caraway,  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"Participation  and  enthusiasm  were 
high  and  the  response  to  the  visiting  mis¬ 
sion  interpreters  was  excellent,"  said 
Rev  Caraway. 

In  addition,  the  video  tape,  "Louisiana 
Methodists  In  Mission"  was  well  re¬ 
ceived.  It  was  used  in  seven  of  the  dis¬ 
tricts,  with  Lake  Charles  and  New 
Orleans-Houma  planning  special  pro¬ 
grams  which  will  include  it.  Each  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  has  a  copy  of  the 
videotape  in  the  district  office,  and  one 
is  also  available  through  the  Conference 
Resource  Center. 

In  the  above  photos,  Interpreter  Rev. 
William  F.  Anderson  (Monroe  District)  is 
shown  with  several  interested  persons  at 
the  Winnsboro  meeting,  top  left;  top 
right  shows  Rev.  Anderson  making  his 


presentation  at  St.  Paul’s  UM  Church. 
Monroe.  In  the  lower  left  photo,  Inter¬ 
preter  Ruth  Ann  Robinson  (Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District)  is  shown  dressing 
one  of  the  participants  in  the  native 
clothing  of  the  Ecuador  Indian  tribes, 
with  whom  she  and  her  late  husband 
worked.  In  the  lower  right  photo.  Super¬ 
intendent  Don  Hall  and  Ruth  Ann  are  on 
the  left,  front  row,  with  pastor  David 
Corley  and  Rev  Pete  Spitzkeit,  on  the 
right  The  Zachary  Church,  of  which 
Rev  Corley  is  the  pastor,  had  the  largest 
delegations  present  and  are  shown  with 
those  named  Mrs.  Ola  B.  Fisher,  B.R 
Hammond  Missionary  Secretary  is 
shown  on  the  back  row  right. 

On  The  Back 

Good  Samaritan 
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Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


The  1985  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  of 
the  Ingleside  UM  Church  was  held  Feb¬ 
ruary  22-23  at  Camp  Istrouma.  60 
adults,  youth  and  children  attended  the 
event,  whose  theme  was  "Lord,  Teach 
Me  To  Pray,"  Rev.  Leroy  Philbrook. 
Sandy  Wilson  and  Rand  Guy  served  as 
leaders.  A  Task  Group  on  Prayer  was 
formed  for  the  church  at  the  close  of 
the  event,  according  to  Rev.  Fred  O. 
Shirley  the  pastor. 

The  Reverend  Daniel  Garcia,  Field 
Representative  Hispanic  American 
Ministries,  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  spoke 
at  a  special  mission  service,  March  10, 
at  Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans. 

Other  United  Methodist  Churches 
from  Uptown  New  Orleans  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  Parish  participated.  Rev.  Leland 
D.  Wade  is  Carrollton’s  pastor. 

The  Live  Oak  UM  Church  held  a 
workshop  on  March  24  to  prepare  per¬ 
sons  for  the  coming  Lab  I  Program  on 


skills  for  calling  and  caring  Ministries. 
In  addition  to  visitation,  the  Lab’s 
Communication  skills  will  be  helpful  in 
marriage,  family,  business  and  other 
person-to-person  relations,  according 
to  Rev.  Brady  Forman,  the  pastor. 

Bishop  Waller  L.  Underwood  served 
as  the  preacher  for  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference,  Sunday  evening. 
March  17.  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Shrevepbrt.  A  combined  choir 
from  the  churches  of  the  Shreveport 
District  provided  special  music  for  the 
occasion.  A  reception  honoring  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Underwood  was  held  follow¬ 
ing  the  service.  Dr.  Odell  Simmons  is 
the  Shreveport  District  Superintendent. 

A  Spiritual  Enrichment  Weekend 
was  held  March  23-24  at  St.  Timothy 
United  Methodist  Church,  Mandeville. 
Dr.  Myron  Madden,  former  director  of 
Pastoral  Care  at  Southern  Baptist  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  now  on  the  faculty  at  the  LSU 
School  of  Medicine,  was  the  resource 
leader  for  the  event.  Rev.  Lee  McKin- 
zie.  of  Broadmoor  (B.  R.)  served  as 


youtn  leader.  Kev.  Gene  Finnell  is  the 
pastor  of  St.  Timothy. 

The  Chamber  Chorale  and  String  En¬ 
semble  of  the  Music  Department  of 
Hendrix  College.  Conway,  Arkansas, 
presented  a  musical  program  at  the 
11:00  a  m.  service  of  University  UM 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Michael 
Shasberger.  the  director,  integrated  the 
musical  numbers  into  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Dr  J.  Philip  Woodland  is  Univer¬ 
sity’s  senior  pastor. 

The  ground-breaking  service  for  the 
new  Family  Life  Center  was  held 
March  3,  at  the  Winnfield  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Rev.  Bill  Mayo.  Alexan¬ 
dria  District  Superintendent,  and  Rev 
Mike  McLaurin.  pastor,  participated. 

The  Adult  Education  Ler.ten  Series 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport,  is  featuring  Rev.  Robert 
Ed  Taylor,  Associate  Professor  of  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Chaplain  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege.  The  theme  of  the  video  series  is 
"Celebrate!  Christ  Is  Risen!” 


Pictorial  Directories 
Now  Available 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Council  Direc¬ 
tor.  has  announced  that  additional  copies 
of  the  Pictorial  Directories  prepared 
last  summer  for  the  Conference,  are  now 
available  in  the  Conference  Office.  The 
cost  is  $2.50  each. 
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'■Editorial" 

We  should  avoid  ideological  biases 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


MARCH  29,  1985 


A  recent  remark  by  a  Lutheran  schol¬ 
ar  gives  a  clue  to  the  reason  critics  of 
church  groups  that  visit  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca  often  doubt  the  reliability  of  group 
members'  findings. 

At  a  national  meeting  of  religion 
newswriters,  church  historian  Martin 
Marty  said  he  feared  that  too  many 
church  leaders  followed  a  “naive  roman¬ 
ticism”  on  some  issues  (see  UMR,  March 
22).  Such  leaders  do  not  necessarily  have 
a  "hard-core  ideological  agenda,”  Dr. 
Marty  said.  But  they  do  have  a  "predis¬ 
position"  to  trust  certain  points  of  view 
and  distrust  others. 

For  example,  Dr.  Marty  said,  some 
church  leaders  uncritically  trust  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  President  Daniel  Ortega  and  auto¬ 
matically  distrust  El  Salvador’s  Presi¬ 
dent  Jose  Napolean  Duarte.  For  others, 
just  the  reverse  presumably  would  be 
true. 

Regrettably,  such  a  "don’t-confuse- 
me-with-the-facts-my-mind-is-made-up” 
attitude  often  is  reflected  in  the  predict¬ 
able  nature  of  what  some  groups  and 
individuals  report  following  their  visit  to 
Central  America.  We  know  of  few  in¬ 
stances  in  which  a  person  or  group  with 
a  known  viewpoint  has  admitted  to  a 
change  of  mind  or  heart  as  a  result  of 
having  viewed  the  situation  firsthand. 

Consequently,  the  reports  from  such 
■“fact-finding"  trips  often  appear  to  be  pre¬ 
dictable  efforts  to  defend  the  group’s  pre¬ 
dispositions  rather  than  objective  reports 
of  what  the  visitors  have  seen  and  heard 
And,  more  often  than  not,  those  predispo¬ 
sitions  are  more  readily  identifiable  with 
popular  ideological  leanings  than  with  a 


distinctively  Christian  viewpoint. 

We  share  Dr.  Marty’s  concern  that  we 
in  the  church  too  frequently  let  predeter¬ 
mined  ideological  views  or  political  loy¬ 
alties  limit  our  ability  to  be  factually 
accurate  and  fair-minded. 

There  is  no  conflict  between  being 
identifiably  Christian  and  an  objective 
observer  and  reporter.  Such  basic  hones¬ 
ty  about  what  we  see  and  hear,  even 
when  it  goes  against  our  predispositions 
and  personal  interests,  should  be  a  mark 
of  all  who  follow  Christ. 

When  our  predispositions  cloud  our  vi¬ 
sion  and  dominate  our  judgments,  howev¬ 
er,  we  should  not  be  surprised  when  others 
view  with  suspicion  both  our  credibility  as 
observers  and  as  bearers  of  the  Gospel. 

As  Christians,  we  should  be  grateful  for 
those  who  faithfully  attempt  to  be  the 
church’s  eyes  and  ears  in  the  world’s  “hot 
spots”— often  at  great  personal  risk. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  insist  that, 
in  their  reports  to  us,  visitors  to  those  hot 
spots  distinguish  between  what  they  ob¬ 
serve  and  the  assumptions  and  predisposi¬ 
tions  they  bring  to  their  observations. 

A  similar  obligation  of  openness  rests 
with  all  who  listen  to  and  evaluate  those 
reports— including  those  of  us  who  are 
prone  to  knee-jerk  reactions  anytime 
something  is  reported  that  does  not 
match  our  own  predispositions. 

Fairness  in  both  the  telling  and  hear¬ 
ing  of  our  stories  should  be  the  most 
identifiable  predisposition  of  Christians. 
Such  fairness  is  essential  if  those  of  us  in 
the  church  are  to  contribute  meaningful¬ 
ly  to  discerning  and  responding  to  God’s 
will  amid  the  world’s  turmoil. 


Slain  pilot’s  service  shows  dedication  to  work 


To  the  Editor: 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  publicly  give  a  tribute  to  Stan  Ridg- 
way,  the  United  Methodist  missionary 
and  pilot  killed  in  Zaire  in  November. 

We  also  send  our  condolences  to  Linda 
and  the  children  and  want  them  to  know 
our  prayers  are  with  them  in  this  time  of 
sorrow. 

My  husband  and  I  traveled  to  Zaire  in 
May  1982  and  were  met  in  Lubumbashi 
by  Stan.  We  spent  time  in-flight  with  him 
as  he  ministered  in  the  work  there. 

As  he  told  us  of  his  near  brush  with 
death  earlier  in  his  life,  we  were  amazed 
at  his  dedication  to  the  work  the  Lord 
had  called  him  to  in  Zaire.  After  being 
severely  burned  in  a  fiery  airplane  crash 
in  which  he  heroically  saved  several  oth¬ 
er  passengers,  he  endured  a  long  recov¬ 
ery  in  a  burn  unit  to  again  return  to  the 
work  of  mission  pilot. 

He  served  our  church  well,  and  in  this 
day  and  age  of  few  heroes  we  can  look 
up  to,  we  hold  Stan  as  one  of  the  great 
unsung  servants  of  God  who  labored 
faithfully  for  God.  Our  church  was  privi¬ 
leged  to  have  him  in  its  service. 

Lee  and  Jane  Richey 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania 
Let’s  shift  healing  work 

To  the  Editor: 

Yes,  we  should  sell  all  the  United 
Methodist  hospitals  we  can  before  they 
become  “‘white  elephants”  (see  UMR 
March  1  and  March  8). 

A  revolution  is  underway  in  health 
care  in  this  country,  a  shift  from  getting 
more  people  into  hospitals  to  keeping 
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them  out  of  hospitals.  That  is  possible 
now  because  of  recent  breakthroughs  by 
medical  science  into  the  causes  of  ill¬ 
ness. 

Doctors  call  this  “preventive  medi¬ 
cine.’’  Educators  call  it  “wholistic 
health.”  Churches  are  calling  it  “well¬ 
ness  seminars.”  A  United  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  re¬ 
cently  held  such  a  seminar. 

We  know  today  that  90  percent  of  ill¬ 
ness  can  be  prevented  if  our  people  have 
the  correct  knowledge  and  act  on  that 
knowledge  in  time. 

Our  ministry  to  the  sick  should  shift, 
too,  from  providing  hospitals  to  keeping 
our  members  well.  Almost  every  one  of 
our  churches  already  has  the  facilities  to 
do  that  through  a  program  of  Christian 
health  education. 


Some  churches  see  health  education  as 
a  challenging,  new  evangelistic  opportu¬ 
nity  since  it  will  draw  many  new  people 
into  our  churches. 

The  money  received  from  the  sale  of 
our  hospitals  can  be  used  to  develop 
more  retreat  centers,  which  are  essen¬ 
tial  in  any  good  program  of  health  edu¬ 
cation. 

Henry  Koestline 
Bradenton,  Florida 

Picture  is  bad  journalism 

To  the  Editor: 

At  60  years  of  age,  I  am  writing  to  you 
my  first  letter  of  complaint  to  an  editor. 
I  am  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Regarding  your  Feb.  22  issue  head¬ 
lined  “36  religious  groups  unite  to  de- 


Kenyan  church’s  presence  doesn’t  stop  at  ‘ end  of  the  line’ 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the 
third  in  a  series  by  Reporter  Editor 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a  six- 
month  sabbatical  leave  with  his  family 
in  Kenya.  Mr.  Dunnam  will  be  observing 
and  describing  the  church’s  work  in  Ken¬ 
ya  as  well  as  in  other  African  nations. 

NORTHERN  MERU  DISTRICT.  Ken¬ 
ya— I  will  long  remember  it  as  a  week¬ 
end  spent  in  a  Landrover  beyond  "the 
end  of  the  line.” 

That  phrase  was  used  to  describe 
Maua,  the  location  of  Kenya  Method¬ 
ism’s  broad-ranging  hospital  and  health¬ 
care  ministry  (see  UMR,  March  15). 

Actually  Maua  is  only  the  end  of  the 
paved  road.  Beyond  the  pavement  are 
thousands  of  people  and  many  local 
churches  growing  in  spirit  and  numbers 
'Respite  very  meager  material  resources. 
Tfiie  churches’  growth  is  all  the  more 
remarkable  when  one  considers  the  lin¬ 
gering  effects  of  the  devastating  drought 
that  has  affected  most  of  Africa. 

•  *  * 

On  Sunday  morning  we  bumped  our 
way  along  10  miles  of  rocky  road  to  the 
community  of  Lare,  a  very  isolated  set¬ 
tlement  if  judged  by  American  criteria 
but  an  important  rural  town  in  this  de¬ 
veloping  nation. 

The  Rev.  Don  Waddell,  head  of  my 
home  conference’s  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  pastor  of  the  First  UMC  in 
the  Dallas  suburb  of  Duncanville,  had 
asked  me  to  consult  with  church  leaders 
about  a  specific  project  that  could  help 
expand  his  congregation’s  mission  aware¬ 
ness  and  outreach.  I  would  then  describe 
the  need  to  his  congregation  during  a 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  via  a 
trans-Atlantic  phone  hookup.  We  were 
traveling  to  Lare  to  see  that  congregation’s 
needs  and  talk  with  its  leaders  firsthand. 

Lare  is  the  headquarters  church  for  a 
26-congregation,  6.000-member  circuit. 
It  has  a  small  building  about  the  size  of  a 
one-car  garage  on  a  one-acre  plot.  The 
building  would  seat  about  70  people— 40 
comfortably.  The  congregation  leaders, 
along  with  other  churches  in  the  circuit, 
decided  several  years  ago  that  a  larger 


facility  was  needed  to  minister  to  the 
growing  population  in  and  around  Lare, 
a  town  with  a  handsome  Islamic  mosque 
but  no  Christian  houses  of  worship. 

Plans  were  drawn  for  a  new  building 
with  five  times  more  seating  capacity, 
and  construction  began.  The  new  build¬ 
ing  was  to  be  constructed  around  the  old 
one  so  that  the  congregation  would  not 
be  without  a  continuing  place  to  worship. 
When  the  new  cross-shaped  stone  build¬ 
ing  was  ready  to  be  roofed,  the  old  build¬ 
ing  would  be  torn  down  and  the 
materials  reused  to  build  a  headquarters 
office  for  the  circuit. 
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Building  effort  dries  up 

The  resulting  church-within-a-church 
was  a  good  plan  during  the  early  going. 
The  foundation  and  seven  tiers  of  stone 
were  laid.  Then  no  rain  came  during  the 
"rainy  season,"  marking  the  beginning  of 
a  drought  that  lasted  all  of  1983  and 
most  of  1984. 

Most  crops  in  the  area  burned  up. 
Since  nearly  all  residents  here  depend  on 
agriculture  for  their 
livelihood,  most  of 
the  population  lost 
its  income,  and  hun¬ 
ger  gripped  the  area. 

Only  a  concerted 
food-distribution  ef¬ 
fort  promoted  by  the1 
government  with  the  _  _ 

aid  of  churches  and  SPurSeon  Du““am 
other  private  relief  organizations  pre¬ 
vented  the  drought  from  producing  a 
famine  akin  to  that  currently  being  ex¬ 
perienced  in  Ethiopia.  Money  for  church 
construction,  of  course,  dried  up  with  the 
members’  crops. 

Although  lifegiving  rains  returned  last 
fall  and  an  abundant  harvest  is  predicted 
for  this  spring,  it  takes  time  for  those 
who  have  lost  nearly  all  their  assets  to 
start  over  and  repay  the  debt  they  in¬ 
curred  just  to  stay  alive. 

Lare  both  unique  and  typical 

The  Lare  congregation  may  be  unique 
in  its  church-within-a-church  dilemma, 
but  in  other  ways  it  is  typical  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  other  situations  in  this  and  other 
African  nations.  The  Christian  faith  in 
general,  and  Methodism  in  particular, 
has  tremendous  appeal  among  the  popu¬ 
lation.  Local  churches  are  multiplying 
rapidly— often  only  a  mile  or  so  apart 
because  travel  is  done  almost  exclusive¬ 
ly  on  foot. 

However,  the  church's  spiritual  vitality 
almost  always  exceeds  its  material  re¬ 
sources.  That  leaves  congregations  with  a 
continuing  struggle  to  provide  adequate 
facilities  and  adequately  trained  leader¬ 
ship  to  minister  to  all  who  are  attracted 
by  the  church's  message  and  witness. 


Following  the  service  and  a  congrega¬ 
tional  meeting  to  determine  what  the 
Lare  congregation  itself  is  prepared  to 
do  toward  getting  construction  of  its  new 
building  underway  again,  we  left  by  Land- 
rover  to  see  a  number  of  other  Method¬ 
ist  churches  and  church-schools  tucked 
away  in  the  hills  between  Lare  and 
Maua.  A  couple  of  churches  we  saw.  like 
La  re's,  have  been  forced  to  suspend  con¬ 
struction  of  new  buildings  because  of 
drought-caused  economic  conditions. 

It  became  abundantly  clear  during 
this  bumpy  ride  that  Methodism  is  hav¬ 
ing  an  unusual  impact  on  the  people  of 
this  area  and  that  this  impact  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  long  and  deliberate  strategy.  It 
involves  reaching  out  to  the  educational 
needs  of  the  people  with  schools  and  to 
the  medical  needs  of  people  with  hospi¬ 
tals  and  clinics.  These  activities  are  al¬ 
ways  accompanied  by  the  erection  of  a 
church  nearby. 

Successful  development  strategy 

This  approach  is  not  merely  a  gim¬ 
mick  to  help  the  church  add  names  to  its 
rolls.  It  is  a  recognition  that  healthy  hu¬ 
man  beings  need  to  receive  care  equally 
for  their  minds,  bodies  and  spirits. 


It  would  be  unthinkable  here  for  the 
church  to  sponsor  a  school  or  clinic  with¬ 
out  also  unapologetically  proclaiming 
the  Christian  message  of  repentance  and 
salvation  through  Christ.  Those  of  us  in 
the  United  States  could  learn  much  from 
this  integrated  approach  to  Christian 
outreach  in  contrast  to  our  endless  de¬ 
bate  regarding  the  relative  importance 
of  preaching  personal  faith  and  engaging 
in  people-helping  social  action. 

•  *  • 

We  barely  arrived  back  at  Maua 
Methodist  Hospital  in  time  for  a  late  af¬ 
ternoon  chapel  service  where  Kenya 
Methodism’s  presiding  bishop,  Lawi 
Imathiu,  challenged  the  hospital’s  120 
nursing  students,  teachers  and  staff  to 
let  others  see  Jesus  Christ  exemplified  in 
the  quality  of  their  study  and  their  ser¬ 
vice  to  others. 

•  *  * 

Later  that  evening  we  traveled  back 
into  the  hills  by  Landrover  to  eat  dinner 
at  the  home  of  Misheck  Kanake.  He  was  . 
recently  assigned  to  head  a  newly  creat¬ 
ed  rural  development  ministry.  Part  of 
his  task  is  to  exemplify  effective  stew¬ 
ardship  of  the  land,  as  for  example 
planting  4,000  trees  on  his  10-acre  fam¬ 
ily  farm. 

An  additional  component 

As  we  heard  Mr.  Kanake  describe  a 
paper  he  had  written  regarding  the  theo¬ 
logical  and  spiritual  dimensions  of  land 
use  and  ways  to  prevent  soil  erosion,  it 
became  apparent  that  Methodism’s  lead¬ 
ers  here  see  the  potential  for  reaching 
out  to  people  with  the  Christian  Gospel 
through  agricultural  development  as 
surely  as  through  education  and  medicine. 

•  *  * 

The  next  morning  we  arose  early  and 
jostled  for  30  miles  to  the  Meru  National 
Park  where  we  experienced  the  awe¬ 
some  thrill  of  creeping  through  a  huge 
herd  of  elephants  milling  around  and 
across  the  road.  We  saw  intricately  pat¬ 
terned  giraffes  eating  from  the  tops  of 
acacia  trees  and  stopped  for  the  unforget¬ 
table  experience  of  seeing  —  and  touching 
—  a  rare  white  rhinoceros. 

Seeing  these  magnificent  creatures  in 
their  natural  habitat  makes  the  thought 
of  ever  going  to  another  zoo  unappealing. 

My  primary  mission  on  this  day  was 
not  to  view  animals,  however,  but  to  vis¬ 
it  a  church-sponsored  agricultural  proj¬ 
ect  on  the  other  side  of  the  park.  We 
learned  that  we  and  many  other  United 
Methodists  were  already  present  in  this 
project  through  contributions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief. 

An  agricultural  experiment 

Rapsu,  as  the  area  is  known,  is  an 
experimental  project  designed  to  help 
nomadic  people  learn  how  to  settle 
down,  use  irrigation  to  cultivate  the  soil 
and  thereby  make  their  survival  less  de¬ 
pendent  on  regular  rainfall. 

UMCOR  and  numerous  other  church 
organizations  have  provided  support  for 
Rapsu,  which  is  administered  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Christian  Council  of  Kenya. 

The  area— populated  mainly  by  the 
Boran  tribe— is  ingeniously  divided  into 
seven  sections.  Each  section  of  gardens 
is  permitted  to  use  the  water— flowing 
entirely  on  its  own  from  the  nearby  river 
through  man-made  channels— on  one 
day  per  week. 

After  a  very  encouraging  start,  Rapsu 
experienced  a  seriously  disappointing 
setback  during  the  1983  drought.  Hungry 
elephants,  lions,  baboons  and  water  buf¬ 
falo  migrated  from  the  nearby  park  in 
search  of  food  and  destroyed  most  of  the 
crops.  Many  of  the  Boran  people  were 
too  discouraged  to  replant.  Doubt  clouded 
the  project’s  future. 

The  church  persevered,  however,  as 
did  the  members  of  the  Boran.  Now  that 
a  good  harvest  is  virtually  assured,  the 
number  of  people  planting  corn,  toma¬ 
toes.  cotton,  sorghum  and  banana  trees 
is  growing  daily. 

At  the  center  of  the  Rapsu  settlement 
is  a  Methodist  church,  a  primary  school 


and  a  nursery  where  National  Christian 
Council  of  Kenya  staff  members  plant 
tree  seedlings  to  sell— or  give  away. 

Faith  taking  root 
We  were  told  that  three  of  the  Boran 
families  have  become  Christians.  One  of 
them  kept  our  two  youngest  children  in 
their  cool  grass  hut  while  the  rest  of  us 
walked  around  in  the  noontime  sun  mar¬ 
veling  at  the  garden  and  the  irrigation 
channels  powered  entirely  by  natural 
means  rather  than  pumps  or  motors. 

We  realized  that  Rapsu  is  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  innovative  models  for  development 
that  Mr.  Kanake  hopes  to  pursue  among 
Kenya's  massive  rural  population.  We 
are  very  proud  to  be  part  of  a  church 
concerned  about  helping  people  learn  to 
help  themselves  and  become  economi¬ 
cally  self-sufficient  while  also  sharing 
with  them  the  joys,  benefits  and  de¬ 
mands  of  the  Christian  Gospel.  It  is  slow, 
frustrating  work,  but  ministries  of  this 
type  are  the  stuff  from  which  strong, 
mature  churches  eventually  grow. 

•  *  * 

We  returned  to  Maua  late  in  the  after¬ 
noon  with  just  enough'  time  to  wash  off 
some  of  our  accumulated  dust  before 
leaving  to  eat  supper  in  the  home  of  a 
Christian  refugee  couple  from  Ethiopia. 
Berede  was  physician  assistant  and  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  a  hospital  there  when  the 
country’s  current  regime  came  to  power. 
He  found  it  increasingly  difficult  to  co¬ 
operate  with  those  he  felt  were  bringing 
ruination  to  his  people. 

When  it  became  apparent  that  he 
would  face  arrest  for  refusing  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  Berede  fled  to  neighboring 
Kenya  four  years  ago,  leaving  his  wife 
and  four  children  in  the  care  of  relatives. 
Most  of  his  possessions,  including  his 
medical  training  papers,  were  left  be¬ 
hind.  Berede  was  accepted  into  the  nurs¬ 
ing  school  at  Maua  Methodist  Hospital, 
where  his  medical  knowledge  and  skill 
were  quickly  recognized.  He  now  serves 
as  a  full-time  member  of  the  hospital’s 
medical  staff. 

Berede’s  wife  Almay  made  a  risk- 
filled  escape  by  plane  from  Ethiopia  just 
a  few  months  ago  and  joined  her  hus¬ 
band  in  Kenya.  She  managed  a  hotel  in 
Addis  Ababa  before  it  was  confiscated 
by  the  government. 

As  soon  as  Almay  receives  a  work  per¬ 
mit  from  the  Kenyan  government,  she 
will  use  her  substantial  culinary  skills, 
which  we  sampled,  as  Maua  Methodist 
Hospital’s  dietitian.  This  refugee  couple 
will  have  a  place  to  use  their  talents 
constructively  until  they  can  be  reunited 
with  their  children  either  in  Ethiopia  or 
in  Kenya. 

Stories  of  hardship  and  heroism 

As  we  dined  with  Berede  and  Almay  in 
their  modest  but  spotlessly  clean  hut  and 
heard  their  story,  we  were  aware  that 
theirs  was  but  one  of  countless  stories  of 
hardship  and  heroism,  most  of  which 
will  never  be  reported  in  any  publica¬ 
tion.  We  are  grateful  to  be  part  of  a 
church  whose  ministry  includes  receiv¬ 
ing  refugees  and  giving  them  a  chance  to 
build  a  new  life. 

The  same  is  true  as  we  reflect  on  the 
other  parts  of  this  "three  days  beyond  the 
end  of  the  line."  Lare  is  but  one  of  hun- 
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dreds  of  communities  in  this  country— 
along  with  thousands  in  other  parts  of  Af¬ 
rica— where  Christians  are  struggling  to 
provide  minimally  adequate  facilities  for 
sharing  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Rapsu  is  but  one  experiment  of  shar¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  with  people  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  the  sharing  of  agricultural 
knowledge  and  techniques.  For  such  pro¬ 
jects  to  have  widespread  impact,  howev¬ 
er,  variations  of  it  need  to  be  reproduced 
many  times  over  in  other  locations. 

Pulled  by  conflicting  feelings 

As  I  look  at  the  vast  developmental 
needs  all  around  me,  I  am  filled  with 
conflicting  feelings.  One  strong  pull  is 
toward  feeling  overwhelmed  by  the  im¬ 
mensity  of  the  need— and  I  am  seeing 
only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  Another  pull 
is  toward  feeling  shame  that  I  am  part 
of  a  nation  where  the  typical  family 
wastes  more  resources  than  most  people 
here  have  and  that  I’m  a  part  of  the 
former  simply  by  accident  of  birth. 

The  other  pull  is  toward  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  do  all  I  can  within  my  own 
limited  resources  and  to  entrust  the  fu¬ 
ture  to  God. 

Bishop  Imathiu  has  encouraged  me  to 
adopt  the  latter  course.  He  says  that 
Christians  here  do  not  want  Americans 
and  Europeans  to  be  “pulled  down  to 
share  our  poverty.”  The  bishop  said, 
"What  we  need  is  a  helping  hand  to  pull 
us  up  to  share  your  abundance.” 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


mand  end  to  poverty,”  the  article  had 
many  good  points,  but  the  picture  beside 
it  was  journalism  at  its  worst. 

The  run-down  house  and  derelict  car 
had  been  in  this  condition  for  years  be¬ 
fore  any  new  "proposed  cuts  in  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  poor"  were  considered. 
Even  a  poor  person  could  pick  up  and 
haul-off  the  trash,  bury  the  tin  cans  and 
pipes  and  stack  the  broken  bricks.  A  few 
dollars  for  food  will  not  renovate  this 
very  old  house. 

We  are  all  against  hunger  and  pover¬ 
ty.  But  we  must  be  realistic.  Some  men 
find  beer,  drugs,  cigarettes,  automobiles, 
boats  and  televisions  more  important 
than  food. 

In  television  clips  of  church  soup 
kitchens,  we  notice  most  people  are  very 
overweight.  None  are  emaciated. 

In  a  February  1985  television  news 
program,  a  single  woman  on  welfare 
was  shown  with  her  three  dependent 
children.  The  welfare  rolls  are  filled 
with  uneducated,  illegitimate,  genera¬ 
tion-after-generation  needy  people. 

Teaching  birth  control  could  cut  many 
from  future  welfare  rolls.  And  we  all 
know  babies,  80-year-old  men,  tubercu- 
lars  and  cripples  cannot  work  or  be 
trained.  There  will  always  be  indigent 
people  in  our  United  States.  For  the  peo¬ 
ple  truly  able  and  willing  to  work,  re¬ 
member  a  Chinese  proverb: 

"Give  a  man  a  fish,  and  he  eats  for  a 
day;  teach  a  man  to  fish,  and  he  eats  the 
rest  of  his  life.’’ 

Marianna  Matkm 
Mount  Pleasant,  Texas 

View  of  poor  misleading 

To  the  Editor. 

The  picture  of  the  supposed  poverty 
in  rural  South  Carolina  in  the  Feb.  22  Re¬ 
porter  doesn’t  show  poverty  to  me!  Poor 
people  do  not  have  to  live  with  garbage 
and  trash  in  their  yards. 

You  can  be  poor  and  still  be  clean  and 
neat.  It’s  only  the  TV  that  tells  us  about 
the  poor.  I  have  worked  for  18  cents  an 
hour  and  had  no  money. 

But  you  can’t  help  people  who  don't 
help  themselves  by  being  clean  and  neat. 
God  helps  them  who  help  themselves. 

We  donate  to  the  poor  too! 

Frances  Craig 

Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland 

Money  won’t  clear  clutter 

To  the  Editor: 

The  picture  of  the  run-down  house 
with  a  derelict  car  and  yard  full  of  gar¬ 
bage  (see  UMR,  Feb.  22)  carries  the  cap¬ 
tion,  “This  poverty  area  is  one  example 
that  will  continue  to  exist  in  poverty  if 
proposed  cuts  in  programs  to  the  poor 
are  carried  out  in  Congress 

Since  this  condition  exists  under  the 
present  program,  logic  tells  us  that  elim¬ 
inating  the  programs  should  have  no  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  condition.  Further,  would  it  be 
too  much  to  expect  the  tenants  of  the 
house  to  eliminate  the  garbage  and  trash 
in  their  yards  without  federal  assistance? 

George  B.  Levering 
Sun  City,  Arizona 

Taxe§  shouldn’t  clean  sty 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  refer  to  your  picture  of  the 
derelict  car  and  garbage  around  a  run¬ 
down  house  in  South  Carolina  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  22). 

I  have  lots  of  respect  and  sympathy 
for  the  poor.  Each  of  us  is  responsible 
for  our  own  destiny.  If  a  person  wants  to 
live  like  a  pig,  the  government  should  \ 
not  have  to  clean  up  the  pig  sty.  Being  ■ 
poor  is  not  an  excuse  for  all  of  the  trash.  ■; 
We  can  clean  up  our  home. 

I  am  retired  and  have  always  kept  up  ' 
my  home.  I  have  picked  up  trash  off  the  r 
street  that  others  discarded.  In  this  case  ' 
the  occupants  littered  the  yard.  ' 

Also,  I  have  had  a  garden  every  year. 

In  South  Carolina,  vegetables  can  be  ' 
grown  for  food.  We  are  still  eating  from 
our  1984  garden. 

Why  should  I  pay  taxes  so  that  an  rt 
able-bodied  poor  person  can  sit  down 't 
and  do  nothing  to  help  himself. 

V.  L.  Wimberly  t 
Houston,  Texas  \ 
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THE  NEW 
IMMIGRANTS 


Why  is  immigration  once  again  an  issue  in  political  cam¬ 
paigns,  the  focus  of  debate  in  Congress,  and  a  matter  of 
controversy  within  the  church? 

Who  are  the  new  immigrants  and  where  do  they  come  from? 
How  do  they  impact  our  society  and  its  future? 

What  challenges  and  demands  do  the  new  immigrants  pose 
for  us?  What  policy  alternatives  do  we  have  in  dealing  with 
new  immigration? 

Eleven  of  the  foremost  immigration  scholars  and  researchers 
in  the  nation  and  in  Mexico  will  examine  these  and  other 
questions.  The  speakers  come  from  colleges  and  universities 
coast-to-coast  and  from  the  Center  for  U.S. -Mexican  Studies, 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  The  Population  Council,  and  El 
Colegio  de  Mexico’s  Centro  de  Estudios  Internacionales. 

Dr,  Farley  Snell,  "The  New  Immigrants"  Symposium 
P.O.  Box  6104,  Southwestern  University 
Georgetown.  Texas  78626,  Telephone  (512)  863-6511 


MARCH  29.  WHS 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Churches  help  ease  farm  crisis  pain 

Bankers ,  farmers  together  under  church  initiative  discuss  losses 

^  _  ...  ■  i  _ _ .  hoK  i  n H  f  I 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

People  in  many  walks  of  life,  includ¬ 
ing  an  unknown  but  high  percentage  of 
United  Methodists,  are  being  hurt  eco¬ 
nomically  and  emotionally  by  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  family  farms  across  the  nation, 
according  to  reports  from  UM  annual 
conferences. 

And  the  church  is  doing  something 
about  it. 

In  emotion-charged,  foreclosure-threat¬ 
ened  Kansas  farm  communities,  for  in¬ 
stance,  United  Methodists  are  helping 
put  farmers  and  bankers  together  in  the 
same  room. 

‘‘We  are  trying  to  dispel  some  of  the 
adversarial  climate,”  says  the  Rev.  George 
Chase,  chairman  of  the  Kansas  East 
Annual  Conference  Committee  on  Agri¬ 
cultural  and  Rural  Life. 

“In  these  seminars,  we  try  to  dispel 
the  idea  that  somebody  is  the  devil  in 
causing  all  the  hurt  in  the  community,” 
he  says.  Many  people  want  to  label  the 
banker,  the  farm  supply  company  or  the 
government  as  evil,  he  says.  But  through 
the  seminars,  people  in  rural  communi¬ 
ties  and  agricultural  towns  start  to  see 
the  current  national  farm  crisis  as  one 
requiring  all  people  in  the  community  to 
work  together,  Mr.  Chase  says. 

The  seminars  are  drawing  big  crowds 
and  lots  of  media  coverage,  he  says. 

Unlike  many  other  social  issues  in 
which  people  outside  the  basically  middle 

Heart  attack  hits 
UM  Bishop  Ault 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

PITTSBURGH-Bishop  James  M. 
Ault,  president  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  was 
reported  late  last  week  recovering  well 
in  a  hospital  after  suffering  a  heart  at¬ 
tack  at  his  home  on  March  16. 

Bishop  Ault,  66,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Area,  was  moved  out  of  intensive  care 
late  last  week  and  was  reported  by  his 
staff  as  having  some  heart  damage  fol¬ 
lowing  what  was  his  first  episode  of  a 
heart  problem.  On  the  day  of  the  attack, 
he  was  flown  by  helicopter  from  a  subur¬ 
ban  hospital  to  receive  more  specialized 
care  at  a  downtown  hospital. 

The  bishop  is  one  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  major  representatives  in  national 
and  international  ecumenical  circles, 
partly  by  virtue  of  his  serving  from  1980 
to  1984  as  secretary  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops. 


class  United  Methodist  Church  tend  to  be 
the  needy  victims,  the  farm  crisis  very 
obviously  is  involving  United  Methodist 
members  as  victims,  Mr.  Chase  says. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  of  the  Okla¬ 
homa  Area  last  week  emphasized  the 
gravity  of  the  farm  crisis  and  reminded 
his  constituents  that  88  percent  of  the 
nation’s  United  Methodists  live  in  non- 
urban  areas. 

He  called  their  attention  to  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  long-time  concern  for  the  fam¬ 
ily  farm  as  expressed  in  the  1984-revised 
official  statement  on  Agriculture  and 
Rural  Life  Issues.  It  is  on  pages  261-273 
in  the  "Book  of  Resolutions”  found  in 
most  church  libraries  or  pastors’  offices. 

Agricultural  analysts  explain  that  the 
current  crisis— which  some  say  may 
eliminate  25  percent  of  family  farm¬ 
ers— has  many  causes.  Two  major  ones, 
though,  are  extraordinarily  low  prices 
for  farm  products  and  a  large  drop  in 
farm  land  values  which  drastically  re¬ 
duces  the  ability  of  many  farmers  to 
obtain  or  retain  loans. 

Iowans  ‘offer  more  than  words' 

In  Iowa,  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  has 
called  the  state’s  903  United  Methodist 
churches  to  take  special  offerings  for  a 
Neighbor  Helping  Neighbor  funding  pro¬ 
gram  for  persons  “suffering  loss  of  live¬ 
lihood  in  farm,  small  business  or  employ¬ 
ment  related  to  the  crisis.” 

The  money  will  be  distributed  through 
the  state’s  13  UM  district  offices.  Bishop 
Job  says  the  money  will  “offer  some¬ 
thing  more  than  words”  and  encourage 
new  ideas  for  helping.  Initial  spending 
might  be  for  job  retraining,  emergency 
food  and  medicine,  utilities  and  efforts 
to  keep  persons  living  in  rural  communi¬ 
ties,  he  says. 

All  funds  will  be  spent  by  congrega¬ 
tions  for  projects  in  their  communities, 
Bishop  Job  says.  The  Iowa  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  launched  the  project  with  a  gift 
of  $26,000. 

In  the  Denver  Area,  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano 
tells  of  several  gatherings  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  find  ways  to  be  helpful  to  the 
agricultural  community.  He  says  "the  is¬ 
sues  and  responses  to  them  could  very 
well  mobilize  our  Yellowstone  and  Rocky 
Mountain  Conferences  into  a  deepening 
community  of  witness  and  service.” 

Similar  reports  come  from  other  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

Pastoral  actions  predominate 

Although  pastoral  actions  appear  to  be 
the  predominant  form  of  United  Method¬ 


Will  you 
be  ready  for 

J  U  DG  M  EN 
DAY? 


April  15,  1985  is  IRS  Judgment  day,  and  clergy 
often  need  special  help  to  prepare  for  that  day.  Year 
after  year,  the  Abingdon  Clergy  Income  Tax  Guide  is 
the  helping  hand  clergy  look  to — its  the  best  selling 
guide  of  it’s  kind!  The  1985  guide  offers  all  the  latest 
changes  in  the  tax  laws  for  1984  returns.  Deductions, 
self-employment  taxes,  gifts  and  donations,  special 
tax  laws  for  clergy — they're  all  here,  and  sure  to  make 
this  year’s  guide  the  most  useful  ever! 

So  order  today,  because  judgment  day  will  soon 
be  at  hand!  No.  0-687-00378-4,  paper,  $5.95 

Also  be  sure  to  ask  for: 

Abingdon  Clergy  Tax  Record  Book,  1984,  the  ideal 
way  for  clergy  to  record  their  taxes  throughout  the  year.  No. 
0-687-00398-9,  paper,  $5.95 


ist  efforts,  political  actions  also  are  in- 
volved. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of  the  Kansas 
Area  recently  called  together  leaders  of 
some  25  religious  groups  in  the  state  who 
then  issued  a  pastoral  letter  that  urged 
members  of  Congress  representing  Kan¬ 
sas  to  develop  a  1985  farm  policy  that  will 
alleviate  "the  present  crisis  and  preserve 
our  rural  communities.” 

Bishop  Hicks  publicly  criticized  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  for  “drawing  away  from 
families  and  family  farms”  and  was  the 
sole  religious  leader  who  spoke  on  the 
state  capitol  steps  at  an  emotional  Rural 
Crisis  Rally  in  Topeka  last  week. 

United  Methodism’s  general  agencies 
also  have  been  urging  specific  govern¬ 
ment  responses  to  the  farm  crisis.  And 
they  have  helped  sponsor  national  con¬ 
sultations  for  several  years  to  explore 
problems  and  seek  solutions. 

But  the  bulk  of  United  Methodist  ef¬ 
forts  appear  to  have  been  directed  at 
helping  rural  citizens  deal  with  their 
day-to-day  situation  at  the  local  level. 

Mr.  Chase  of  Kansas  explains  that 
churches  can  do  so  much  more  in  the 
pastoral  area  and  that  political  remedies 
are  not  very  clear. 

"As  far  as  the  justice  issue  (in  what  is 
happening  to  family  farms),  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  come  out  with  a 
clear  statement  about  what  is  just  and 
how  to  get  there,”  he  says.  Most  political 
actions  being  advocated  might  be  helpful 
but  only  treat  symptoms,  he  says. 

That  is  why  the  Kansas  Ecumenical 
Farm  Issues  Task  Force  of  which  he  is  a 
member  intentionally  has  left  the  politi¬ 
cal  approach  to  other  groups,  he  says, 
and  is  concentrating  on  activities  such  as 
the  community  seminars. 

Mr.  Chase,  associate  pastor  of  subur¬ 
ban  Shawnee  UMC  near  Kansas  City, 
says  the  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference 


was  a  driving  force  behind  the  task 
force.  That  conference  began  working 
with  the  issue  in  1983  and  then  widened 
its  work  to  a  task  force  that  includes 
both  Kansas  United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ences,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
most  major  Protestant  denominations, 
he  says. 

Churches  work  against  anger 

The  task  force  is  trying  to  help  rural 
people  deal  with  anger  and  panic,  he  says. 

At  one  seminar,  attracting  the  typical 
100  people  or  so,  farmer  Leon  Neher 
confessed:  "I  began  to  have  feelings  of 
physical  violence.  I  had  this  feeling  that 
before  my  banker’s  son  would  live  in  this 
house,  I’d  burn  it  down!” 

But  it  was  oply  after  he  stopped  seeing 
his  accountant  and  banker  as  enemies 
that  he  was  able  to  find  a  way  to  save  his 
farm  through  bankruptcy,  he  said. 

Mr.  Chase  says,  "We  are  trying  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  forum  for  farmers  to  hear  at  least 
one  other  beleaguered  farmer  talk  open¬ 
ly  about  feelings  of  hopelessness  and 
how  they  worked  through  their  crisis. 
We're  bringing  the  issue  out  of  the  closet 
in  this  rural  mentality  of  fierce  indepen¬ 
dence. 

"We  provide  a  panel  with  a  farmer 
who  will  talk,  a  banker,  a  minister,  an 
attorney  and  a  mental  health  profession¬ 
al.  It's  very  helpful  for  the  farmers  to 
hear  some  of  these  bankers  talk  of  their 
anguish  in  dealing  with  foreclosures  and 
dealing  with  farmers  who  are  their 
friends.  I  know  of  a  few  cases  where  the 
bankers  couldn’t  care  less,  but  that 
seems  to  be  the  minority,”  Mr.  Chase 
says. 

The  Kansas  task  force  has  developed 
an  informal  packet  to  help  clergy  plan 
such  seminars,  Mr.  Chase  says.  Interest¬ 
ed  persons  can  contact  him  at  10700 
Johnson  Dr.,  Shawnee,  Kan.  66203. 


WILLARD,  Mo.— Retired  dairy  farmer  Ross  Bray  began  the  Lenten  sea-:; 
son  tolling  the  bell  at  his  Willard  United  Methodist  Church  for  the  300 
Missouri  families  who  lost  their  farms  last  year.  In  symbolic,  pastoral  and 
political  ways,  United  Methodist  churches  across  the  nation  are  responding 
to  the  farm  crisis.  Springfield  newspapers  photo 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

STONY  POINT,  N.Y.— This  is  a  story 
about  grown  people  who  don't  know  how 
to  read  and  write. 

It  is  also  a  story  about  church-funded 
programs  which  for  years  have  helped 
grown  people  learn  to  read  and  write. 

But  it  is  also  a  story  about  how  these 
church  programs  have  learned  that  liter¬ 
acy  is  not  an  end  in  itself,  that  it  is  not 
enough  only  to  teach  people  to  read  and 
write.  They  have  learned  that  some 
grown  people  also  want  to  know  how  to 
grow  food  and  stay  healthy  and  raise 
families  and  earn  money  and  struggle 
for  development  of  self  and  community. 

In  short,  this  is  the  story  of  a  little- 
known  agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  named  Intermedia.  By  giving 
funds  to  Intermedia,  U.S.  and  Canadian 
churches  and  church  groups  "assist  the 
ministries  of  non-formal  basic  education 
for  adults  and  communication  in  overseas 
nations.”  Intermedia  calls  this  "education 
for  change."  The  director  of  Intermedia's 
small  staff  is  the  Rev.  David  W.  Briddell, 
a  member  of  the  United  Methodist  East¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  conference. 

Education  aims  at  ‘change’ 

Intermedia  sponsored  a  consultation 
here  this  month  of  nearly  100  persons 
from  many  nations,  the  first  such  consul¬ 
tation  in  nearly  10  years.  About  a  fourth 
of  the  participants  were  church-funded 
people  from  overseas  who  spend  their 
lives  teaching  people  how  to  read  and 
write— and  more.  Participants  also  in¬ 
cluded  North  American  church  execu¬ 
tives  who  help  determine  how  much 
money  will  be  made  available  to  support 
“education  for  change”  and  church  com¬ 
municators  who  are  asked  to  help  tell 
the  stories  of  what  is  evolving  from  the 
historic  Christian  mission  of  literacy. 

The  preferred  inclusive  term  for  this 
work  is  Adult  Basic  Education.  By  defi¬ 
nition  this  means  education  intended  for 
adults  who  have  received  little  if  any 
formal  education. 

Leaders  here  in  church-funded  Adult 
Basic  Education  programs  say  they  have 
learned  that  in  attempting  to  lead  others 
in  “education  for  change”  they  may  in¬ 
cur  opposition  from  “the  establishment,” 
including  those  who  benefit  from  the  il¬ 
literacy  and  powerlessness  of  the  people 
by  using  them  as  virtually  "slave"  labor. 

How  is  Bible  used? 

Another  kind  of  opposition— actually 
more  of  an  inquiry  than  outright  opposi¬ 
tion— can  come  from  church  members, 
particularly  in  North  America,  who  ask 
why  church  funds  should  be  given  to  pro¬ 
grams  seeking  what  participants  here 
defined  as  “liberation  through  educa¬ 
tion."  These  same  inquirers  also  fre¬ 
quently  want  to  know  how  the  Bible  and 
biblical  story  materials  are  used  in  these 
Adult  Basic  Education  programs. 

Mr.  Briddell  said  his  department  and 
its  governing  committee— 30  persons 
from  several  mainline  denominations, 
including  at  least  six  United  Method¬ 
ists— can  answer  that  inquiry. 

"Some  programs  we  help  fund  use  the 
Bible  and  other  Christian  teaching  mate¬ 
rials  right  up  front;  some  do  not.  But 
every  organization  we  work  with  is  ei¬ 
ther  directly  sponsored  by  the  church  or 
in  some  way  flows  out  of  the  lives  and 
work  of  church  people.  We  trust  our 
partner  agencies  to  do  what  is  appropri¬ 
ate  to  their  situation.” 

As  an  example  of  an  Adult  Basic  Edu¬ 
cation  program  where  explicit  Christian 
teaching  would  be  not  be  appropriate  or 
allowed  he  mentioned  Pakistan.  He  said 


STONY  POINT,  N.Y.  —  Jamaican  women  wearing  masks  and  carrying 
defiant  signs  such  as  "Our  Bodies  are  Not  Machines”  demonstrated  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  literacy  and  other  social  action  at  a  recent  consultation  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 


the  Adult  Basic  Education  Society  in  Pa¬ 
kistan  is  sustained  by  the  Presbyterian 
church,  but  laws  in  the  predominantly 
Muslim  country  prohibit  explicit  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching  or  practices. 

As  examples  of  programs  which  do 
include  teaching  Bible  reading  and  using 
biblical  resources  he  mentioned  both  the 
Adult  Literacy  Organization  of  Zimba¬ 
bwe  (ALOZ)  and  ALFALIT  (Alphabet 
and  Literature)  International  of  Central 
America.  ALOZ  grew  out  of  church  liter¬ 
acy  programs  started  in  Zimbabwe  in 
the  1950s,  and  ALFALIT  was  founded 
for  the  express  purpose  of  using  literacy 
as  a  means  to  evangelize.  ALOZ  contin¬ 
ues  primarily  as  a  literacy  program, 
while  ALFALIT  has  expanded  to  such 
things  as  economic  development,  ad¬ 
vancement  of  women,  etc.  Both  pro¬ 
grams,  according  to  a  United  Methodist 
source,  have  historically  received  con¬ 
siderable  financial  support  from  UMs. 

One  North  American  church-related 
literacy  program  which  has  stated  its 
method  clearly  is  sponsored  by  Lutheran 
Church  Women  (Lutheran  Church  in 
America).  Its  basic  printed  promotional 
piece  says,  "Because  we  are  a  Christian 
organization,  LCW  has  a  special  respon¬ 
sibility  to  witness ‘to  God’s  love  and  to 
share  God's  Good  News  with  everyone. 
LCW  provides  simplified  Bible  study  and 
Christian  education  materials  for  those 
who  request  them.  At  the  same  time, 
LCW  emphasizes  the  need  to  serve  all 
non-readers  and  non-English  speakers 
requesting  help,  regardless  of  their  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs,  attitudes  or  interests.” 

Intermedia,  in  its  published  "Reason 
for  Being,"  identifies  itself  as  “a  com¬ 
munity  confessing  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 
(affirming)  that  all  human  beings  are 
made  in  the  image  of  God.” 

The  published  statement  also  says  In¬ 
termedia's  engagement  in  education  and 
communication  ministries  "flows  from 
our  commitment  to  the  Christian  Gospel 
and  to  the  need  to  manifest  that  commit¬ 
ment  in  every  aspect  of  life." 


NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO 

For  the  better  part  of  three  days, 
people  who  lead  Intermedia-related  pro¬ 
grams  in  “education  for  change”  told 
stories  of  their  work  in  such  places  as 
India,  Burma,  Tanzania,  Jamaica,  Cana¬ 
da  and  the  U.S. 

Some  were  tender,  compelling  stories 
of  personal  change  and  success.  One  was 
of  the  young  girl  in  Egypt  who  became 
the  first  female  in  her  family  history  to 
learn  to  read  and  write  and  who  became 
a  teacher  of  literacy.  “Before  I  learned 
how  to  read  I  was  no  better  than  a 
stone,”  she  told  the  head  of  the  church- 
funded  Coptic  Evangelical  Organization 
for  Social  Services  which  helped  her 
learn  to  read. 

Shared  ‘abundant  life’ 

One  of  the  clearest  stories  illustrating 
the  direct  Gospel  approach  to  literacy 
came  from  Dr.  Marion  Halvorson,  a  Lu¬ 
theran  missionary  who  spent  a  career  in 
places  like  Tanzania,  often  funded  more 
heavily,  she  said,  by  Methodists  than  by 
her  own  church. 

In  an  evening  speech  filled  with  re- 
miniscenses,  Dr.  Halvorson  said  she  had 
often  been  confronted  with  this  state- 
ment:"You  just  want  to  teach  us  to  read 
so  we  will  become  Christians." 

She  said  her  standard  answer  was, 
"You  are  right.  I  want  to  share  the  abun¬ 
dant  life  with  you.  You  can  read  about 
Jesus  if  you  want  to,  but  you  don’t  have 
to.  That  is  your  choice.” 

But  she  reminded  her  audience,  "We 
as  Christians  have  a  God-given  mandate 
to  be  responsible  for  these  people.  We, 
like  them,  need  to  read  the  Bible  so  the 
Bible  will  'read  us'  and  show  us  where 
we  are." 

Intermedia  and  its  participating  agen¬ 
cies— most  of  which  receive  North 
American  church  funds  through  Inter¬ 
media  —  say  they  seek  out,  insofar  as 
possible,  the  poorest  of  the  poor— refu¬ 
gees,  peasants,  unemployed  or  landless 
persons,  and  illiterates. 

Riorita  Espina  Ceniza  of  the  Philippines 


said  most  literacy  students  in  her  country 
are  struggling  to  survive.  She  said  this 
creates  the  need  to  teach  basic  skills  like 
poultry  raising,  sewing,  cooking  and  nutri¬ 
tion  as  part  of  literacy  lessons. 

“We  are  not  neglecting  the  Bible,”  Mrs. 
Ceniza  added.  "We  are  just  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  people  whom  we  would  like  to 
read  the  Bible.  Our  concern  as  Christians 
is  that  the  message  of  the  Bible  will  be 
more  understood  if  they  learn  to  read  and 
write  in  the  context  of  enough  to  eat.  Peo¬ 
ple  able  to  meet  their  basic  needs  will 
then  have  the  mindset  to  study  the  Bible.” 
Indeed,  she  said,  many  people  who  come 
to  church-sponsored  literacy  classes  be¬ 
come  active  Christians. 

Funding  has  diminished 

Dr.  Doris  Hess  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  a 
longtime  leader  in  communication  min¬ 
istries,  had  prepared  a  brief  reflective 
paper  on  the  history  of  the  sponsoring 
Intermedia  agency. 

She  said  one  of  Intermedia’s  forerun¬ 
ner  agencies,  the  NCC’s  Literature  and 
Literacy  (Lit-Lit)  committee,  had  sever¬ 
al  millions  of  dollars  a  year  for  pro¬ 
gramming  25  years  ago.  “Today,”  she 
wrote,  "it  is  difficult  to  raise  barely  a 
half  million  dollars. 

"How  can  (church)  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  be  challenged  to  raise  again  the  fi¬ 
nancial  capacity  of  an  agency  that  literally 
stretches  across  the  whole  world  to  make 
the  Gospel  known  through  many  channels 
of  learning  and  communication?  ’ ’ 

Despite  these  and  other  words  of  con^' 
cern,  in  a  final  session  in  which  each' 
group  made  commitments  to  the  others, 
the  “practitioners"  declared  they  will 
continue  “standing  with  the  oppressed^ 
under  the  light  of  the  Gospel,  teaching; 
basic  education  as  a  channel  of  self  ex-; 
pression  of  the  people." 

Church  administrators  pledged  their- 
ongoing  participation  in  Intermedia  and* 
its  support  of  adult  basic  education  and- 
“life-transforming  projects  such  as  those- 
we  have  heard  about  here.”  They  also': 
addressed  Dr.  Hess'  “how"  concern  by\ 
pledging  to  explore  a  stronger  role  for- 
Intermedia  in  educating  members  of* 
North  American  churches. 

TWC  names  j 
14th  president  j 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas-Dr.  Jerry; 
Bawcom.  credited  with  helping  restore ; 
"stability  and  financial  stewardship”  to; 
Texas  Wesleyan  College,”  has  been; 
named  14th  president  of  the  United ; 
Methodist-related  school  here. 

When  Dr.  Bawcom,  a  veteran  of  16 ; 
years  in  TWC’s  administration,  was; 
named  interim  president  nine  months  ago ; 
he  expressed  some  uncertainty  whether ; 
he,  an  active  Southern  Baptist  deacon, ; 
could  be  considered  for  the  presidency.  ; 

But  Bishop  John  Russell  of  the  Dallas- ; 
Fort  Worth  Area,  the  school’s  trustees* 
chairman,  said  a  national  search  had  led * 
the  board  to  stay  with  the  proven  veteran,  j 

Dr  Bawcom  thus  succeeds  on  a  per-  j 
manent  basis  Dr.  Jon  Fleming.  Dr.  J 
Fleming  resigned  last  May  with  the  < 
school  several  million  dollars  in  debt. . 
operating  at  a  deficit  and  cutting  pro-  • 
grams.  Because  of  those  and  other  prob-  ; 
lems,  the  school  had  been  placed  on  a ; 
first-of-its-kind  probation  by  United; 
Methodism's  University  Senate,  the  body  ; 
which  determines  schools'  qualifications 
to  affiliate  with  the  church. 

The  University  Senate  recently  lifted; 

that  probation  14  months  early. 
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Minister  extends  dramatic  flair  into  biblical  character  portrayals 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

MENTONE,  Ala. -The  Rev.  R.  Drew 
Wolcott  has  a  flair  for  drama.  He  al¬ 
ways  has  had. 

Before  going  into  the  ministry,  Mr. 
Wolcott  joined  an  off-Broadway  stock 
company  and  played  leading  roles  with 
them  for  three  years.  In  1931  he  was 
selected  by  one  dramatic  repertory 
group  as  one  of  the  50  most  promising 
young  actors  in  America.  He  studied 
drama  at  the  University  of  Kentucky 
and  in  New  York  City. 

Now,  more  than  50  years  later,  Mr. 
Wolcott’s  dramatic  flair  and  experi¬ 
ence  are  evident  in  a  unique  ministry 
style.  He  frequently  presents  sermons 
through  costumed  monologues  of  bibli¬ 
cal  characters.  From  the  first,  his  rep¬ 
ertoire  has  included  characters  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Easter  story,  making  the 
monologues  most  in  demand  during  Holy 
Week. 

Portrayals  began  accidentally 

The  “Living  Portrayals  of  the  Bible,” 
as  he  calls  them,  began  accidentally 
some  40  years  ago,  Mr.  Wolcott  ex¬ 
plained  in  a  recent  interview. 


While  serving  as  a  chaplain  in  World 
War  II,  he  was  leading  a  pre-Easter 
service  on  the  island  of  Morotai  in  the 
Dutch  East  Indies.  A  sudden  Japanese 
air  raid  and  subsequent  blackout  sent 
men  jumping  for  fox  holes  or  lying 
down  beside  the  coconut  logs  they  had 
been  sitting  on. 

When  the  raid  was  over,  Mr.  Wolcott 
said,  some  200  to  300  men  were  still 
there,  so  he  resumed  preaching.  In  the 
darkness  he  unwittingly  drifted  into 
first  person,  taking  the  character  Ba- 
rabbas,  the  murderer  chosen  by  the 
mob  instead  of  Christ. 

“When  I  gave  the  invitation  at  the 
close  of  the  service,”  he  said,  “12  men 
accepted.”  Despite  that  seeming  suc¬ 
cess,  he  gave  no  more  immediate 
thought  to  incorporating  drama  into  his 
sermons. 

The  post  script  of.  the  story  came 
about  15  years  later,  when  Mr.  Wolcott 
told  the  aid  raid  story  while  holding  a 
revival  in  Maryland.  After  the  service, 
he  said,  a  man  came  forward  and  said, 
“I  was  one  of  those  12,  and  the  experi¬ 
ence  has  stayed  with  me.” 

After  hearing  this  story,  Mr.  Wol¬ 
cott’s  son,  the  Rev.  Roger  Wolcott,  re¬ 


quested  that  his  dad  do  a  “Living 
Portrayal"  of  Judas  in  costume  for  a 
youth  revival  service.  He  did,  “and  four 
young  men  were  saved  that  night,”  Mr. 
Wolcott  said. 

Several  years  after  the  youth  revival 
Mr.  Wolcott  finally  “just  decided  one 
morning  to  go  into  monologue  in  the 
sermon.”  This  happened  occasionally 
over  the  next  few  years  and  eventually 
led  to  his  doing  a  pre-Easter  series  in 
costume  in  1982  at  the  English-lan¬ 
guage  Union  Church  in  Monterrey, 
Mexico,  where  he  was  co-pastor  with 
another  son,  the  Rev.  Robert  Wolcott. 

23  portrayals  offered 

Since  then,  Mr.  Wolcott  has  given 
“Living  Portrayals”  of  23  different 
New  and  Old  Testament  personages  to 
congregations  of  nine  denominations  in 
nine  states  and  two  countries. 

The  blind  beggar,  Bartimaeus,  says 
Mr.  Wolcott,  is  his  favorite  portrayal 
“because  I  can  be  far  more  dramatic 
with  him.  He  is  a  very  humble  person 
who  has  had  something  tremendous 
happen  to  him,  totally  unexpectedly.” 

Mr.  Wolcott  estimates  that  he  gets 
five  times  as  much  attention  from  the 


“Peter”  in  a  “Living  Portrayal”  by 
the  Rev.  R.  Drew  Wolcott. 

listeners  with  his  living  portrayal  ser¬ 
mon  of  Bartimaeus  than  when  he 
preaches  the  same  sermon  in  the  third 
person. 

“It  (the  dramatic  portrayal)  takes  a 
lot  more  out  of  me,  but  I  get  more 
satisfaction  from  it  than  from  preach¬ 
ing  a  sermon,"  he  said.  “And  when  I 
make  an  altar  call— as  I  always  do- 


people  just  flock  to  the  altar.” 

Judas  Iscariot,  he  said,  goes  over  well 
with  youth.  He  does  Simon  of  Cyrene  as 
an  old  man— the  only  man  who  ever 
bore  the  cross  of  Christ.  "All  the  New 
Testament  characters  I  portray,”  Mr. 
Wolcott  said,  “have  had  a  confrontation 
with  Christ.” 

He  also  does  portrayals  of  Pilate, 
Nicodemus,  Cleopas  (who  walked  with 
Jesus  on  the  road  to  Emmaus  and  did 
not  recognize  him),  Phillip  the  Evangel 
and  Phillip  the  Apostle,  and  the  high 
priest’s  servant,  Malchus,  whose  ear  is 
healed  by  Christ.  For  the  Christmas 
season,  he  does  fictionalized  versions  of 
a  disbelieving  shepherd  and  a  tardy 
wise  man. 

Among  Old  Testament  characters  he 
portrays  are  Jonah  the  Reluctant, 
Abraham  as  he  prepares  to  sacrifice 
Isaac,  and  King  David  at  the  death  of 
his  son,  Absalom. 

Developing  new  characters 

Mr.  Wolcott  is  constantly  developing 
new  characters.  He  is  working  on  a 
portrayal  of  Lazarus  and  wants  to  do 
John  on  the  Island  of  Patmos  and  Mo¬ 
ses. 


The  power  of  the  portrayals  lies  not 
only  in  Mr.  Wolcott’s  flair  for  the 
dramatic  but  in  the  meticulously  re¬ 
searched  details  and  understanding  of 
the  people  and  the  times  which  he 
weaves  into  the  stories.  The  former 
journalist  and  radio  programmer  de¬ 
velops  his  own  scripts.  Sometimes,  as 
in  the  case  of  Malchus,  he  turns  a  sin¬ 
gle  mention  of  a  minor  character  into  a 
30-minute  presentation. 

The  vitality  and  vigor  of  Mr.  Wol¬ 
cott’s  portrayals  and  the  authentic  cos¬ 
tumes  and  wigs  designed  by  his  wife, 
Corinne,  make  Mr.  Wolcott  believable 
in  roles  of  all  ages. 

Born  in  Brooklyn,  Mr.  Wolcott  spent 
his  childhood  in  Argentina  where  his 
father  was  an  agricultural  missionary. 
Mr.  Wolcott  is  a  retired  member  of  the 
North  Alabama  United  Methodist  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  now  living  in  Mentone 
and  serving  a  church  in  nearby  Fort 
Payne. 

The  Wolcotts'  three  sons  Richard 
(deceased),  Roger,  and  Robert  became 
ministers,  like  their  father.  Their  three 
daughters,  Carolyn,  Connie,  and  Cathy 
are  all  teachers,  like  their  mother. 


Church  protest  widens 
on  Nicaragua  rebel  aid 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Echoing  an  earlier  statement  by  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops' 
delegation  which  went  recently  to  Nica¬ 
ragua,  many  other  national  Christian 
leaders  have  spoken  out  against  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan's  request  for  additional 
military  aid  to  rebels  in  Nicaragua. 

National  leaders  of  10  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  and  a  U.S.  Roman  Catholic 
bishops'  delegation  to  Central  America 
have  made  assessments  similar  to  that  of 
the  United  Methodist  bishops  about  the 
immorality  of  further  aiding  violence  in 
Nicaragua  (see  UMR,  Jan.  25,  March  8). 

However,  concerns  are  rising  among 
some  of  the  leaders  about  the  condition 
of  human  rights  in  Nicaragua. 

Catholic  Archbishop  John  J.  O’Connor 
of  New  York  City  after  his  trip  sharply 
attacked  the  Sandinista  government 
leaders  in  Nicaragua  for  being  "Marxist- 
Leninist”  and  “anti-Catholic.” 


Catholics  confront  abuses 

A  written  appeal  to  Congress  against 
aid  to  the  rebels  was  signed  by  the  na¬ 
tional  leaders  of  the  Episcopal,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Prebyterian, 
American  Baptist,  Association  of  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran,  Progressive  National 
Baptist,  Brethren,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Mennonite  and  Disciples  of  Christ 
denominations. 

Like  the  United  Methodist  delegation, 
the  Catholic  delegation  was  given  sur¬ 
prise  audiences  with  Nicaragua’s  Presi¬ 
dent  Daniel  Ortega  when  the  Catholic 
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officials  visited  this  month. 

The  Rev.  Francis  Kane,  who  sat  in  on 
the  two  closed  sessions,  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  four  U.S.  bishops  and  Chicago’s 
Cardinal  Joseph  Bemardin  used  the  occa¬ 
sion  to  confront  President  Ortega  about 
his  government’s  deprivation  of  the  Catho¬ 
lic  church’s  rights  in  that  country. 

“The  bishops  spoke  quite  strongly  for 
the  sake  of  their  fellow  bishops  in  Nica¬ 
ragua,”  said  Mr.  Kane,  assistant  to  Car¬ 
dinal  Bernardin. 

Archbishop  O’Connor  cited  the  Sandi- 
nistas’  refusal  to  permit  Catholic  bishops 
to  "visit  political  prisoners,”  the  “forc¬ 
ing  of  Marxist-Leninist  teachings  in  our 
(Catholic)  schools,”  blocking  of  religious- 
education  materials  going  into  the  coun¬ 
try  and  refusal  to  allow  the  bishops  to 
broadcast  Mass  on  television  and  radio. 

Despite  that,  the  archbishop  said,  the 
United  States  should  work  for  a  political 
solution  with  the  Sandinistas.  He  said  not 
one  Nicaraguan  bishop  “encouraged  us”  to 
advocate  military  assistance  to  rebels. 

Seige  making  rights  worse 

Rich  Sider,  Central  America  secretary 
for  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee, 
recently  returned  from  Nicaragua  and 
said  the  human  rights  problems  are  not 
likely  to  improve  as  long  as  the  country 
is  "virtually  under  seige.” 

He  said  he  expects  the  Sandinistas  to 
take  even  harsher  lines  on  political  and 
economic  matters  as  the  United  States 
government  continues  its  hostility  to¬ 
ward  Nicaragua.  He  reported  that  the 
Nicaraguan  government  is  displacing  ci¬ 
vilians  in  war  zones,  moving  them  to 
temporary  shelters  and  government  co¬ 
operatives. 

He  said  many  local  Mennonite  and 
Brethren  in  Christ  church  leaders  made 
it  obvious  they  are  not  happy  with  the 
Sandinistas’  rule  or  with  religious  lead¬ 
ers  who  have  defended  the  Sandinistas 
internationally.  General  support  for  the 
government  is  weakening,  he  said. 

However,  Mr.  Sider  said:  “Few  of  the 
discontented,  including  the  Mennonite 
leaders,  support  U.S.  aid  to  the  contras 
(rebels)  or  economic  pressure  because 
they,  the  people  of  Nicaragua,  are  ulti¬ 
mately  the  ones  who  suffer.” 

Part  of  the  tension  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  the  massive  forced  military 
draft  in  Nicaragua.  Joy  Hofer  of  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee  told  the 
Reporter  that  Mennonites  and  Brethren 
in  all  countries  traditionally  resist  mili¬ 
tary  conscription,  seeking  alternative 
service. 

The  United  Methodist  bishops  were 
told  by  a  priest  in  the  Sandinista  cabinet 
during  their  visit  that  the  government 
has  no  need  to  provide  alternative  ser¬ 
vice  because  Nicaragua  has  no  conscien¬ 
tious  objectors,  only  people  afraid  to  die. 
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Pioneer  educator  honored 
WASHINGTON— One  of  the  best- 
known  black  women  associated  with 
American  Methodism  and  a  leader  in 
educational  and  social  change  is  fea¬ 
tured  on  a  22-cent  U.S.  postage  stamp 
issued  in  March.  Mary  McLeod  Bethune 
was  one  of  17  children  born  to  a  South 
Carolina  home.  In  1904,  with  $1.50,  she 
started  what  became  UM-related  Be- 
tbune-Cookman  College  in  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.  She  died  in  1955  at  age  80. 
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By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Two  United  Methodist  general  church 
agencies  are  working  together  to  alert 
United  Methodists  to  what  proposed 
changes  in  federal  tax  laws  could  do  to 
church  contributions. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  have 
jointly  drafted  a  model  resolution  call¬ 
ing  for  federal  income-tax  deductions 
for  charitable  contributions  to  be  contin¬ 
ued  in  their  present  form. 

The  resolution  cites  independent  esti¬ 
mates  that  changes  in  tax  regulations 
proposed  by  the  U.S.  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  would  cost  religious  organizations 
$8  billion  a  year  and  educational  institu¬ 
tions  $800  million  a  year. 

The  resolution  condemns  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  proposals  to  eliminate  deduc¬ 
tions  for  people  who  neither  file  itemized 
returns  nor  give  at  least  2  percent  of  their 
adjusted  gross  income  to  charity.  The 
document  also  opposes  the  Treasury’s 
suggested  limits  on  determining  the 
value  of  real-estate  gifts  to  charitable 
institutions. 

“A  final  bill  on  the  Treasury  proposals 
has  not  come  down,”  said  Craig  Hoskins, 
general  counsel  for  the  denomination's 
financial  agency.  “But  we  want  to  make 
people  aware  of  the  situation  so  they  can 


act  on  it  while  they  can  still  have  an 
effect.” 

The  model  resolution  has  gone  to  all 
general  denominational  agencies,  bish¬ 
ops,  annual  conference  treasurers,  annu¬ 
al  conference  committees  on  finance  and 
administration,  annual  conference  coun¬ 
cils  on  ministries  and  all  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  colleges  and  universities, 
officials  at  the  two  sponsoring  agencies 
said. 

"We  felt  any  organization  within  the 
denomination  that  might  want  to  act  on 
this  issue  should  get  a  copy  before  the 
spring,”  Mr.  Hoskins  said.  That’s  when 
many  agencies  and  boards  of  the  church 
meet. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  said,  “It  wasn’t  our  expectation 
that  everybody  would  copy  the  resolu¬ 
tion  word  for  word.  We  just  wanted  to 
raise  people’s  consciousness  to  the  is¬ 
sue.” 

So  far,  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  and  the  Higher  Education  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  have  taken  stands  against  the 
Treasury  Department  proposals  by  en¬ 
dorsing  the  model  resolution. 

The  model  resolution  urges  “strong 
support  for  maintenance  of  the  existing 
rules  regarding  income  tax  deductibility 
for  all  charitable  contributions,  continu¬ 


ation  of  the  charitable  deduction  for  non¬ 
itemizing  taxpayers  and  continuation  of 
the  current  rules  concerning  gifts  for  ap¬ 
preciated  property  at  market  value.” 

“It’s  not  that  people  will  not  continue 
to  give  to  churches,”  Mr.  Hoskins  said. 
“They  will.  But  eliminating  tax  deduc¬ 
tions  could  affect  the  size  of  the  gifts  and 
affect  overall  denominational  giving.” 

Mr.  Hoskins  said  he  did  not  have  any 
figures  on  how  much  the  proposed  tax 
changes  might  cost  the  United  Methodist 
Church  alone.  But  he  noted  that  the  aver¬ 
age  contribution  from  individual  United 
Methodists  was  slightly  more  than  $200 
a  year. 

“If  that  reflects  giving,  that  indicates 
most  contributions  are  coming  from 
small  givers,”  he  said.  “They  would  be 
the  most  affected  if  the  provision  allow¬ 
ing  charitable  deductions  for  non-ite- 
mizers  is  allowed  to  expire  at  the  end  of 
1986.  That  will  happen  unless  new  legis¬ 
lation  is  passed  to  extend  it.” 

Communications 
agency  to  move 
promotion  offices 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  will  relocate 
its  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Evanston,  Ill.,  of¬ 
fices  here  before  the  close  of  1986,  based 
on  action  taken  here  March  23  by  the 
agency's  42-member  governing  body. 

The  surprise  announcement  came  fol¬ 
lowing  discussion  in  two  closed  sessions 
during  the  March  21-23  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Communication. 

Headquarters  of  the  agency,  which 
also  has  offices  in  New  York  and  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  were  moved  from  Dayton  to 
Nashville  last  summer  following  the  res¬ 
ignation  of  chief  executive  officer  Curtis 
A.  Chambers.  The  new  general  secretary 
is  Roger  Burgess,  former  vice  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  here. 

Sixty-five  professional  and  support 
staff  are  in  Nashville;  22  are  in  Evans¬ 
ton;  seven  irf  Dayton. 

A  committee  has  been  looking  at  both 
structure  and  location  for  the  agency 
since  1982.  Chairperson  has  been  the 
Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  Detroit,  Mich. 
While  several  options  for  relocation 
were  considered,  including  moving  Day- 
ton  staff  to  Evanston  or  Dayton  staff  to 
Evanston,  the  committee  as  well  as  the 
executive  committee  of  the  commission 
recommended  unanimously  that  both 
Evanston  and  Dayton  staffs  move  to 
Nashville. 

Pending  approval  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
of  the  church,  the  UMCom  will  sell  its  18 
percent  ownership  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Building  in  Evanston  and  will  con¬ 
struct  an  addition  to  its  four-year-old 
building  in  Nashville.  The  addition  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  cost  about  $400,000. 

Dr.  Quick  and  UMCom  president  Bish¬ 
op  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt,  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  said  efficiency  was  the  primary 
reason  for  the  move.  The  location  study 
committee  also  produced  a  report  which 
had  been  reviewed  by  Price  Waterhouse 
that  indicates  the  agency  will  save 
$240,000  annually  once  the  move  is 
made. 

Only  the  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation  Division  of  the  agency 
will  be  affected  by  the  move,  That  divi¬ 
sion,  headquartered  in  Evanston,  is  di¬ 
rected  by  the  Rev.  Readus  J.  Watkins. 


CLASSIFIED 

DEVELOPMENT:  THE  ILIFF  SCHOOL  of  Theol- 

ogy  seeks  nominations  and  applications  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Development.  Reporting  to 
the  Vice  President  of  Development,  the  director 
will  be  responsible  for  planning  and  implementing 
Annual  Fund  and  Alumni/ae  Affairs  programs. 
The  successful  candidate  will  be  people-oriented, 
self-motivated  and  have  excellent  writing  and 
speaking  skills.  Development  experience  in 
church-related  institutions  of  higher  education  is 
preferred.  Send  letter  of  application  and  resume 
by  April  15  to  John  F  Wilson,  Vice  President  of 
Development,  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  2201 
So.  University  Blvd.,  Denver  CO  80210.  Iliff  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity.  Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


Africans  aided  by  Palms  cross  project 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OLNEY,  Md.— Only  days  before  Palm 
Sunday,  in  the  basement  of  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church  here,  orders  for  the 
small  palm  crosses  which  many  United 
Methodist  churches  give  on  Palm  Sun¬ 
day  had  dropped  to  a  few  last  minute  calls. 

Virginia  McIntyre,  who  chairs  the 
project  known  as  African  Palms,  said 
the  bulk  of  the  Palm  Sunday  orders, 
ranging  from  the  minimum  50  to  as 
many  as  10,000,  for  the  African  hand¬ 
made  crosses  had  been  filled  and 
mailed  to  churches  in  a  dozen  denomi¬ 
nations. 

In  some  Episcopal  and  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  churches,  said  Mrs.  McIntyre,  the 
crosses  will  be  blessed  by  ministers 
and  distributed  by  the  ushers  just  be¬ 
fore  the  offering  on  Palm  Sunday.  Left¬ 
over  crosses  will  be  saved,  burned  and 
their  ashes  used  for  Ash  Wednesday 
services  next  year. 

Janet  Bouve,  children’s  coordinator 
of  Oakdale-Emory  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  ordered  100  crosses  to 
give  out  to  children  in  Sunday  School 
classes. 

“I  think  they  are  a  nicer  symbol  of 
Palm  Sunday  to  give  the  children  than 
a  strip  of  palm  branch  bought  at  a 
florist  shop,”  she  said.  “And  I  like  the 
fact  that  buying  them  helps  a  mission 
cause.”  Another  advantage  of  the  Afri¬ 


can  Palms  crosses,  she  said,  is  that 
older  boys  had  been  known  to  make 
whips  of  palm  branches  and  risk  get¬ 
ting  themselves  in  trouble. 

The  African  Palms  crosses  are  used 
in  a  variety  of  ways. 

For  example,  on  Palm  Sunday  in  Ar¬ 
cher  City,  Tex.,  ushers  will  pin  an  Afri¬ 
can  Palms  cross,  symbol  of  the  day,  on 
the  lapel  of  each  person  who  attends 
the  morning  worship  service  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

During  the  service,  the  Rev.  John  Dil¬ 
lard,  pastor,  will  take  a  few  minutes  to 
tell  how  the  sale  of  the  crosses  as  a 
mission  project  known  as  African  Palms 
helps  villagers  in  Tanzania  who  made 
them. 

Mr.  Dillard  told  the  Reporter  that 
after  using  the  African  Palms  crosses 
for  four  or  five  years,  last  year  he  or¬ 
dered  a  different  kind  of  palm  cross 
from  Kansas  City.  “They  were  better 
made— manufactured— but  more  ex¬ 
pensive,”  he  said.  But  the  main  reason 
for  going  back  to  the  African  Palms, 
Mr.  Dillard  said,  is  that  he  likes  the 
story  behind  them. 

Over  a  million  of  the  African  Palms 
crosses— with  “the  story  behind  them”— 
are  expected  to  be  distributed  on  Palm 
Sunday  in  some  4,000  congregations  rep¬ 
resenting  more  than  a  dozen  denomina¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico, 


and  Japan.  Another  3  million  will  be 
distributed  in  churches  in  Canada,  Swe¬ 
den  and  Australia. 

The  story  is  that  the  some  5,600  Tan¬ 
zanian  villagers  who  make  the  crosses 
from  native  plants  live  in  an  isolated, 
sparsely  populated  area  of  low-income, 
subsistence-level  farms.  The  payment 
they  receive  for  making  the  crosses 
augments  their  practically  nonexistent 
incomes— about  $55  a  year  for  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  each  mud  hut. 

In  addition,  net  proceeds  from  U.S. 
sales  of  the  African  Palms  crosses  are 
used  to  fund  community  needs  in  Tan¬ 
zania  and  other  East  African  countries. 
The  projects  include  agricultural,  med¬ 
ical,  nutritional  and  public  health 
needs,  education,  and  development  of 
safe  community  water  supplies. 

The  African  Palms  project  was  orig¬ 
inated  in  Great  Britain  by  an  English 
missionary  serving  in  the  Masai  area 
of  Tanzania  during  the  middle  1960s. 

In  the  U.S.,  sale  of  African  Palms 
has  been  an  overseas  mission  project  of 
St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Olney, 
Md.,  since  1977.  It  is  staffed  by  parish 
volunteers  who  work  in  the  parish  hall. 

The  palm  crosses  are  available  all 
year  through  African  Palms,  P.O.  Box 
575,  Olney,  MD,  20832  or  by  calling  301- 
774-2832  or  301-774-6999. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


UM  layman  chosen 
as  Scouting  executive 

IRVING,  Texas— A  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
Scout  executive  and  United  Methodist 
layman  has  been  named  to  the  number 
two  professional  position  in  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  headquartered  here. 

Ronald  E.  Moranville,  50,  has  been 
Scout  executive  of  the  Allegheny  Trails 
Council  here  nine  years.  He  will  become 
deputy  chief  Scout  executive. 

The  former  school  teacher  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Allison  Park, 
Pa.,  and  is  a  director  of  Zoar  Home  in 
Pittsburgh,  a  UM-related  rehabilitation 
and  day  care  center. 

Georgia  conference  official 
has  heart  transplant 

AUGUSTA,  Ga.— South  Georgia  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  Fred  McLendon 
became  Georgia’s  fourth  heart  trans¬ 
plant  recipient  early  March  18  at  Uni¬ 
versity  Hospital  here. 

As  of  March  22  he  was  listed  in  criti¬ 
cal  but  stable  condition.  Officials  said  he 
was  progressing  well,  sitting  up  to  eat 


the  church  today 


and  getting  out  of  bed  occasionally. 

Mr.  McLendon,  56,  is  director  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  for  the  South  Geor¬ 
gia  Conference.  He  had  been  at  the  Au¬ 
gusta  hospital  since  Feb.  1  waiting  for  a 
suitable  donor. 

The  four-hour  operation  climaxed  the 
most  recent  period  of  critical  heart 
problems  for  Mr.  McLendon.  Before 
Christmas,  he  underwent  emergency  by¬ 
pass  surgery  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  fol¬ 
lowing  a  massive  coronary  attack.  The 
operation  provided  his  heart  only  19  per¬ 
cent  output,  necessitating  the  transplant. 

Missionary  orphanage 
director  dies  in  Italy 

TUCKAHOE,  N.Y.  — Friends  here 
have  reported  the  death  J  an.  30  in  Italy 
of  the  Rev.  Emanuele  Santi,  co-director 
of  the  Methodist-related  Casa  Materna 
Orphanage  in  Naples,  Italy. 

He  was  reported  in  his  80s  and  was  a 
member  of  the  New  York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  He  served  churches  in  the  U.S. 
20  years  before  returning  to  Casa  Ma¬ 
terna,  which  his  father,  the  Rev.  Ric- 


cardo  Santi,  established  in  1905. 

The  younger  Dr.  Santi’s  brother,  Dr. 
Teofilo  Santi,  M.D.,  will  continue  to  di¬ 
rect  the  orphanage. 

Indicted  pastor 
returns  to  church 

NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.Y-  The  Rev.  Na¬ 
thaniel  T.  Grady,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  was  indicted  in  October 
1984  on  multiple  sex  abuse  charges 
stemming  from  a  day  care  center  at  a 
church  he  served  here,  was  recently  re¬ 
assigned  to  his  former  position  as  pastor 
of  St.  Luke  UMC. 

Mr.  Crady  had  been  on  a  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  since  the  indictment,  but  the 
church  requested  his  return.  A  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  New  York  conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  noted  that  Mr.  Grady 
is  innocent  until  proven  guilty  and  unani¬ 
mously  recommended  that  he  be  re¬ 
turned  to  his  post. 

The  full  board  approved  that  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of 
the  New  York  Area  and  the  New  York  con¬ 
ference  cabinet  reinstated  Mr.  Grady. 
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Bach  remembered  on  300th  birthday 

Inspiration  of  faith  underlay  all  work  of  this  famous  church  musician 
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By  JUDITH  WYATT 
Religious  News  Service 
ALLENTOWN,  Pa.  -  Amid  all  the 
brouhaha  over  Bach  this  year,  resulting 
in  countless  celebrations  worldwide  for 
the  300th  anniversary  of  his  birth,  lies 
one  simple,  salient  fact. 

Johann  Sebastian  Bach  was,  first  and 
foremost,  a  musician  of  the  church,  dedi¬ 
cated  to  music  that,  in  his  own  words, 
should  "incite  the  listeners  to  devotion.” 

We  may  revel  in  the  complexity  of 
Bach’s  music,  marvel  over  the  genius 
who  produced  such  sublime  sounds, 
wonder  at  the  ever  fresh  and  inventive 
reach  of  his  imagination.  But  it  is  the 
motivation  behind  the  notes,  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  faith  that  is  at  the  core  of  his 
music,  an  inspiration  that  seems  to  have 
been  ignored  as  concert  after  concert  of 
his  music  is  presented. 

Bach  himself  would  not  have  it  so. 
Were  he  hovering  over  all  these  festive 
occasions,  he  might  indeed  be  astounded. 
Bach  rather  humbly  considered  himself 
a  simple  workman,  a  musician  whose 


music  was  intended  to  fulfill  the  specific 
needs  of  the  church.  He’d  been  born  into 
a  family  that  had  already  produced  a 
long  line  of  Bachs  who  dutifully,  faithful¬ 
ly  served  the  church. 

Came  from  musical  family 

The  Bach  family  was  prominent 


among  the  musical  professionals  of  his 
day,  so  much  so  that  the  name  became 
synonymous  with  musician.  By  the  time 
Johann  Sebastian  Bach  came  along, 
there  already  had  been  Bachs  filling  po¬ 
sitions  of  Kanton  or  Kapellmeister 
throughout  Germany  for  at  least  100 
years.  It  was  a  family  network  that  sup¬ 
ported  and  perpetrated  itself.  If  there 
was  a  position  open  for  a  church  musi¬ 
cian  somewhere  in  Germany,  the  Bachs 
rallied  to  have  their  man  in.  If  any  Bach 
were  to  reveal  an  inclination  toward  be¬ 
coming  a  musician,  his  position  and  pur¬ 
pose  was,  in  a  sense,  predestined  and 
secure. 

Johann  Sebastian  Bach  showed  more 
than  an  inclination  —  he  demonstrated 
an  attraction  to  music  that  was  striking. 
Born  into  a  musical  family,  he  was  no 
doubt  taught  by  relatives.  More  often 
than  not,  however,  he  sought,  insatiably, 
his  own  musical  education.  He  would 
tramp  on  foot  for  miles  to  hear  a  cele¬ 
brated  organist,  copy  scores  for  hours  in 
order  to  learn  technique  and  composition, 
and  he  surrounded  himself  with  studies 


Book  Review 

‘Presence’  speaks  to  writer  Keith  Miller 


"The  Dream,”  by  Keith  Miller:  Word 
Books.  1985.  $8.95,  101  pages. 

By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 

Widely-read,  Texas-based  author 
Keith  Miller  has  launched  an  array  of 
torpedoes  that  deserves  to  hit  a  wide 
range  of  ecclesiastical  targets.  I  found 
Miller’s  book  reminiscent  of  Amos’ 
book  in  the  Bible  —  though  very  differ¬ 
ent  in  style.  Just  as  Amos  was  most 
forthright  in  naming  the  sins  of  the 
people  of  his  day,  so  Miller  addresses 
directly  the  sins  of  the  church  persons 
of  our  day. 

First,  however,  the  story  of  how 
Miller’s  book  came  to  be  merits  telling. 
On  the  night  of  May  1,  1984,  Miller  was 
home  alone.  He  says  he  “was  dictating 
some  correspondence  into  a  dictation 
machine  when  my  train  of  thought  was 
interrupted."  It  seemed  to  him  that  he 
was  visited  by  the  Presence  of  God, 
who  —  in  Miller’s  vision  —  scooped 
him  up  and  transported  him  over  much 
of  the  country  to  "see”  various  church- 
ly  sins  in  the  process  of  perpetration. 
All  he  "saw”  on  the  grand  tour,  he  re¬ 


corded  on  tape  —  eight  hours  of  report¬ 
age.  The  book  is  almost  exactly  what 
Miller  dictated  that  one  night. 

What  sins  did  Miller  see?  It’s  a 
lengthy  litany.  He  found  the  church 
“selfish,  materialistic,  cowardly,  and 
incredibly  self-deceptive.”  He  found 
the  church  too  club-like. 

"The  church,”  he  says,  "is  not  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  a  club,  with  petty  power 
struggles  over  money,  bazaars,  and 
teas...”  He  heard  the  Presence  saying, 
"Almost  everywhere  I  look,  my  church 
has  become  a  place  for  playing  a  sort 
of  ‘spiritual  croquet’  or  ‘social  lawn 
tennis’  with  very  little  passion  or  com¬ 
mitment.” 

He  uncovers  hypocrisy  and  judgmen- 
talism,  lack  of  honesty  and  integrity, 
self-righteousness,  brutal  treatment  of 
persons  already  wounded  by  divorce, 
inauthentic  witnessing,  manipulative 
evangelism,  entrenched  clericalism. 

The  Presence  tells  Miller:  "The  trag¬ 
edy  is  that  everything  you  are  seeing  is 
actually  occurring  somewhere  among 
the  churches  that  are  operating  with 


My  name  on  them. 

In  the  end  Miller  tells  the  Presence: 
“According  to  what  I’ve  seen  with  You 
tonight,  You  have  a  whole  different  set 
of  priorities  -  integrity,  conversion, 
sacrificial  loving,  feeding  the  poor,  and 
using  most  of  the  church’s  budget  to 
help  people  beyond  the  congregation. 
You  really  want  us  to  be  peacemakers 
and  to  make  sure  that  every  group  and 
person  is  loved,  accepted,  and  offered  a 
real  place  in  the  heart  of  Your  family. 
Yet,  I  hear  You  saying  that  churches 
which  spend  most  of  their  creative 
time  on  these  issues  are  very  rare." 

Miller  dons  the  mantle  of  the  prophet 
with  considerable  reluctance.  He  is 
never  as  abrasive  as  Amos  who  blurted 
out:  "Here  this  word,  you  cows  of  Ba- 
shan"  (4:1).  But  he  applies  his  scalpel  to 
a  lot  of  cancerous  tissue  and  his  intent 
is  always  clear:  not  to  wound  but  to 
heal,  not  to  kill  but  to  cure. 

William  C.  Sanford  is  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  who  lives  in  California 
and  is  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


Falwell  denies  concept 
of  ‘Christian  America’ 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

MIAMI  BEACH  —  Evangelist  Jerry 
Falwell  told  a  rabbinical  gathering  here 
that  it  was  “wrong"  of  conservative 
Christians  to  suggest  that  the  United 
States  is  a  Christian  nation.  He  also  said 
his  support  for  the  State  of  Israel  is  not 
based  on  a  belief  that  the  country  is 
necessary  for  the  second  coming  of  Christ. 

The  controversial  fundamentalist 
preacher  shared  the  platform  with  Rab¬ 
bi  Marc  Tanenbaum,  director  of  interna¬ 
tional  relations  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee,  at  a  session  of  the  85th  annu¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  Rabbinical  Assembly, 
the  national  organization  of  Conserva¬ 
tive  rabbis. 

Rabbi  Tanenbaum  said  many  Jews 
were  deeply  troubled  last  year  when 
some  leaders  of  the  "religious  New 
Right”  had  begun  to  talk  about  "Chris¬ 
tianizing  America." 

"When  you  say  you  need  to  restore 
America  to  being  a  Christian  nation,  to 
return  to  the  conditions  of  our  origins, 
that  kind  of  mythologizing  is  nothing 
more  than  the  revision  of  American  his¬ 
tory,”  Rabbi  Tanenbaum  said. 

In  response,  Mr.  Falwell  told  the  Con¬ 
servative  rabbis  that  he  and  other  fig¬ 
ures  in  the  Reagan  camp  "were  wrong 
and  we  are  sorry.  What  more  can  I  say?” 

The  leader  of  the  Moral  Majority  and 
preacher  on  the  Old  Time  Gospel  Hour 
program  said  his  commitment  to  the 
State  of  Israel  is  "not  based  on  the  Jew¬ 
ish  gathering  in  the  State  of  Israel  to  set 
the  stage  for  the  Second  Coming  (of 
Christ).”  He  declared  that  "as  I  interpret 
the  Scripture,  there  is  no  such  necessity, 
nor  requirement,  for  Jewish  occupation 
of  Israel  before  we  experience  the  sec¬ 
ond  advent  of  our  Messiah." 


Later,  in  a  telephone  interview  with 
Religious  News  Service,  Rabbi  Tanen¬ 
baum  said  Mr.  Falwell’s  remarks  repre¬ 
sented  “a  new  hermeneutic  on  classic 
premillenarian  doctrine,”  which  has  tra¬ 
ditionally  looked  upon  the  return  of  the 
Jewish  people  to  the  land  of  Israel  as  an 
event  preceding  the  Second  Coming. 

"I  think  that  our  people  were  absolute¬ 
ly  stunned  to  hear  Mr.  Falwell  say  that,” 
Rabbi  Tanenbaum  said. 

Mr.  Falwell  himself  told  RNS  in  a 
telephone  interview  that  he  does  not 
think  "there  was  any  departure  at  all” 
from  his  previous  statements  on  Bible 
prophecy.  “I  do  not  believe  that  there  is 
any  unfulfilled  prophecy  which  must  oc¬ 
cur  before  Jesus  Christ  comes  again." 

Asked  what  then  is  delaying  Christ’s 
return,  Mr.  Falwell  said,  "I  think  his 
coming  has  been  imminent  for  two  thou¬ 
sand  years . Personally,  I  feel  the 

Lord  could  come  today,  and  that  affects 
the  way  I  live.” 

Regarding  the  fundamentalist  preach¬ 
er’s  apology  for  remarks  on  “Christianiz¬ 
ing  America,”  Rabbi  Tanenbaum  told 
reporters  after  the  meeting  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  it  to  be  sincere.  He  said  the  way 
had  been  "cleared  for  a  genuine  dialogue 
between  conservative  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tians  and  the  Jewish  community.” 

In  his  address  to  the  rabbinical  gather¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Falwell  lauded  the  State  of  Isra¬ 
el  as  "America’s  only  true  friend.”  He 
asserted  that  "were  it  not  for  the  Israeli 
presence,  the  Soviets  would  own  oil 
fields  in  the  Middle  East  and  we  would 
not  be  here  in  an  economy  that  is  strong 
and  flourishing.  We  owe  more  to  Israel 
than  Israel  owes  to  us  in  dollars  and 
cents.  Every  dollar  we  spend  (on  Israel) 
is  the  best  defense  dollar  we  spend  any¬ 
where  in  the  world.” 


Pact  signed 
to  cut  price 
on  computers 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE  -  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  colleges,  universities  and  seminar¬ 
ies  will  have  more  access  to  computer 
technology  if  a  $50  million  deal  signed 
here  fulfills  its  promise. 

Executives  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and  of 
AT&T  here  signed  a  $50  million,  three- 
year  pricing  agreement  whereby  the 
board  and  the  128  affiliated  universi¬ 
ties,  colleges  and  secondary  schools  will 
receive  from  25  to  40  percent  discounts 
for  AT&T  telecommunications  equip¬ 
ment. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  for  the  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cy,  said  the  board  negotiated  and  re¬ 
searched  for  nine  months  before  the 
contact  was  signed.  The  Rev.  Julius 
Scott,  head  of  the  board’s  division  of 
Higher  Education,  said  the  board  was  in¬ 
terested  in  securing  a  contract  of  this 
kind  "to  strengthen  the  network  among 
church-related  schools. 

“We  knew  that  several  schools  were 
investigating  telecommunications  indi¬ 
vidually  and  that  others  wanted  to  get 
into  computers  but  could  really  use  a 
volume  discount,"  said  Dr.  Scott,  a  for¬ 
mer  college  president. 


of  the  violin,  clavichord,  and  organ. 

Built  organs  too 

Initially,  when  Bach  was  in  his  20s,  he 
was  known  primarily  as  an  organist.  He 
was  so  talented  that  not  only  could  he 
play  with  virtuosity,  but  he  could  also 
design,  build  and  repair  organs.  Bach’s 
first  positions  at  Arnstadt,  Mulhausen 
and  Weimar  were  as  a  church  organist 
and  chamber  musician.  It  was  during 
this  time  in  the  early  1700s  that  his  vir¬ 
tuosity  at  the  organ  inspired  him  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  wealth  of  composition  for  the 
instrument,  an  amount  unequalled  by 
any  other  composer. 

However,  in  spite  of  his  fame  as  an 
organist,  many  of  his  compositions  were 
not  well  received.  His  employers  criti¬ 
cized  him  for  writing  harmonies  and 
chorale  improvisations  that  confused  the 
congregation.  He  was  accused  of  being 
stubborn,  superior,  abrasive  and  uncoop¬ 
erative,  descriptions  that  come  down  to 
us  through  some  of  the  outraged  memo¬ 
randa  he  would  periodically  receive. 

Bach  didn’t  seem  to  care.  He  went  on 
writing  what,  he  wanted,  playing  the  or¬ 
gan  when  and  where  he  could,  and  deal¬ 
ing  with  employers  and  congregations 
too  nearsighted  to  appreciate  his  genius. 
When  he  was  passed  over  for  a  promo¬ 
tion  from  Konzertmeister  to  Kappel- 
meister  at  Weimar  though,  he’d  had 
enough  Bach  left  Weimar  —  a  position 
with  a  Lutheran  church  and  court  —  and 
went  to  the  court  at  Cothen. 

Served  Calvinist  court 

Musically  this  was  an  ideal  move. 
Where  Bach  had  learned  to  cope  with  the 
sadly  deficient  talents  of  musicians  and 
choristers  in  previous  positions,  at 
Cothen  he  found  a  kindred  spirit  in 
Prince  Leopold.  A  lover  of  music  and  a 
musician  himself,  Leopold  employed  18 
professional  musicians  for  a  court  or¬ 
chestra.  He  wanted  music  composed  for 
his  court,  music  composed  for  entertain¬ 
ment.  Because  the  court  was  Calvinist, 
Leopold  required  little  in  the  area  of 
sacred  repertoire.  Bach  would  have 
time,  encouragement,  and  support  to 
write  music.  And  he  would  be  appreciat¬ 
ed. 

This  sublime  musical  situation  lasted 
six  years.  Bach,  always  one  to  respond  to 
the  musical  need  and  his  own  interest, 
turned  out  huge  volumes  that  reflect  his 
musical  investigations.  He  entered  the 
period  when  he  wrote  most  of  his  cham¬ 
ber  music,  keyboard  works,  and  orches¬ 
tral  compositions. 

The  music  from  Cothen  is  light,  vigor¬ 
ous,  technically  demanding,  and,  above 
all,  secular.  Where  Bach  previously  con¬ 
centrated  on  organ  works,  at  Cothen  his 
inspiration  was  the  ready  availability  of 
fine  musicians  and  the  necessity  to  pro¬ 
duce  music  for  entertainment.  While  this 
may  have  been  musically  satisfying  for 
him,  the  attraction  would  soon  pale. 

After  six  years  at  Cothen,  Bach  found 
that  the  prince  needed  his  services  less 
and  less.  Oddly  enough,  the  musical 
Prince  Leopold  married  a  young  woman 
who  detested  music. 

Bach  saw  the  end  to  his  days  as  court 
musician,  and  at  the  same  time  was 
growing  nostalgic  for  the  church.  He  be¬ 
gan  to  seek  employment  elsewhere,  and 
soon  discovered  that  St.  Thomas  Church 
in  Leipzig  needed  a  Thomaskantor.  Bach 
wanted  the  job  so  much  that  even  when 
Prince  Leopold’s  young  wife  died  in 
April  of  1723,  Bach  would  not  reconsider 
and  stay  at  Cothen.  His  musician’s  mind 
could  not  ignore  his  growing  devotion  to 
the  church.  In  May  of  1723,  he  was  in¬ 
stalled  as  Thomaskantor  at  St.  Thomas 
Church  in  Leipzig,  beginning  a  27-year 
tenure  until  his  death  in  1750.  It  would 
be  his  prolific  and  creative  period  as  a 
composer. 

The  requirements  at  St.  Thomas, 
many  of  them  imposed  by  Bach  himself, 
were  stiff.  He  had  to  write  music  for  the 
weekly  Sunday  services  at  St.  Thomas. 
He  was  also  overseer  for  the  choirs  and 
instrumentalists  for  four  other  churches 
in  Leipzig.  Bach  had  to  supervise  the 
boys’  choir  at  St.  Thomas,  teach  them 
music,  singing,  and  Latin,  see  that  they 
behaved  themselves  and  also  act  as 
church  organist. 


History  of  Hymns 


Archaeologist  wonders  if  Jesus 
attended  theater  productions 


‘Sacred  head’  hymn  shows 
prominence  of  crucifix 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Was  Jesus  a  theater¬ 
goer?  Did  his  references  to  “hypocrites” 
and  his  own  public  speaking  ability  indi¬ 
cate  a  familiarity  with  the  Hellenistic 
stage  of  his  time? 

The  answers  to  these  questions  may 
always  be  speculative.  But  one  scholar 
believes  that  excavations  at  the  city  of 
Sepphoris,  just  four  miles  north  of  Naza¬ 
reth,  indicate  that  Jesus  may  not  only 
have  visited  the  theater  there  but  also 
may  have  done  carpentry  on  some  build¬ 
ing  projects  in  the  city. 

Excavations  were  carried  out  at  Sep¬ 
phoris  in  1983  under  direction  of  Dr. 
James  F.  Strange,  dean  at  the  University 
of  South  Florida.  Administrative  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  project  was  Dr.  Richard  A. 
Batey,  founder  and  director  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Biblical  Archaeology  at  Rhodes 
College,  formerly  Southwestern  at  Mem¬ 
phis,  a  Presbyterian  Church-related  school 
in  Memphis,  Tenn. 


In  papers  written  for  the  Journal  of 
New  Testament  Studies,  Dr.  Batey  com¬ 
mented  that  "the  silence  of  the  Gospels 
concerning  visits  of  Jesus  to  Sepphoris  is 
significant  but  not  conclusive."  He 
asked,  "Why  would  Jesus  have  avoided 
the  capital  (of  Galilee)  after  he  began  to 
proclaim  the  coming  of  the  Kingdom?" 

Dr.  Batey  noted  that  the  Greek  word 
“hypocritos”  denotes  a  state  actor  and 
was  used  17  times  in  the  New  Testament 
—  always  in  sayings  of  Jesus.  "Jesus’ 
reference  to  actors  who  painted  their 
faces  to  appear  sad  and  dismal  (Mat¬ 
thew  6:16)  indicates  that  he  had  viewed 
tragic  actors,"  the  archaeologist  said. 

Excavations  of  Sepphoris  in  1931  led 
by  Dr.  Leroy  Waterman  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Michigan  uncovered  an  amphithe¬ 
ater  that  seated  between  4,000  and  5,000 
people.  Another  excavation  will  be 
conducted  at  the  site  this  summer  to  try 
to  establish  the  date  of  construction  of 
the  theater. 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

O  Sacred  Head,  now  wounded, 

With  grief  and  shame  weighed  down, 
Now  scornfully  surrounded 
With  thorns,  thine  only  crown: 

How  pale  thou  art  with  anguish, 

With  sore  abuse  and  scorn! 

How  does  that  visage  languish 
Which  once  was  bright  as  morn! 

The  medieval  Latin  hymn,  sometimes 
attributed  to  Bernard  of  Clairvaux,  on 
which  this  is  based  reflects  an  era  when 
the  crucifix  had  become  an  important 
Christian  symbol  for  personal  devotion. 

By  the  ninth  century  artists  and  sculp¬ 
tures  had  begun  to  show  the  realistic 
aspects  of  Christ’s  suffering  and  death, 
vividly  portraying  the  wounds  and  an¬ 
guish  of  our  Lord. 

In  medieval  churches,  monasteries, 
and  homes,  crucifixes  became  an  ac¬ 
cepted  part  of  religious  experiences, 
providing  an  object  of  contemplation 
and  a  constant  reminder  of  Christ’s 
death  on  the  cross. 

The  Latin  text  consisted  of  seven 
parts,  each  designed  to  be  sung  on  a 
different  day  of  the  week  and  each  ad¬ 


dressed  to  a  part  of  Christ’s  body  —  his 
feet,  knees,  hands,  sides,  breast,  heart, 
and  head. 

Paul  Gerhardt,  a  Lutheran  minister, 
made  a  translation  in  German  and  it  was 
published  in  Berlin  in  1656. 

The  several  English  translations  of 
Gerhardt’s  German  text  show  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  hymn.  The  English  transla¬ 
tion  most  frequently  found  in  American 
hymnals  was  made  in  1830  by  James  W. 
Alexander,  distinguished  Presbyterian 
minister,  while  he  was  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Trenton, 
New  Jersey. 

What  a  fascinating  story  is  wrapped 
up  in  this  hymn  we  have  inherited  from 
the  original  14th  century  Catholic  Latin 
hymn,  through  the  German  version  by  a 
Lutheran  pastor,  and  to  us  in  the  English 
version  by  a  Presbyterian  minister  in  the 
United  States. 

Each  year  as  churches  focus  attention 
on  the  events  of  Holy  Week,  the  hymn  is 
sung  in  many  places  as  Christians  con¬ 
template  the  significance  of  Christ’s 
death. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Come.  Ye  Faithful.  Raise  the  Strain " 
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Common  sign  of  division 

LONDONDERRY,  NORTHERN  IRELAND  —  Children  play  on  a  street  in 
Londonderry,  Northern  Ireland,  in  front  of  a  Protestant  “No  Surrender” 
sign.  Such  signs  are  seen  all  over  Northern  Ireland,  evidence  of  the  fierce 
determination  of  the  Ulster  Province’s  Protestants  to  continue  their  struggle 
for  dominance  in  the  troubled  land. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Native  Americans  expect 
growth  from  new  programs 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

TEMPE,  Ariz.  —  New  ministries 
among  Native  American  people  were 
emphasized  during  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  United  Methodist  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  International  Caucus  here  recently. 

The  caucus  has  set  a  goal  of  a  20 
percent  increase  in  membership  during 
1985-88  among  the  158  Native  American 
churches  that  have  some  13,000  mem¬ 
bers.  As  steps  toward  that  goal  the  cau¬ 
cus  is  asking  for  30  new  ministries  to  be 
started  during  the  next  four  years,  in¬ 
cluding  the  development  of  outreach 
ministries  in  urban  areas,  where  more 
than  half  the  Native  American  popula¬ 
tion  is. 

As  a  symbol  of  new  approaches  to  the 
urban  Native  American,  part  of  the 
meetings  were  held  in  downtown  Phoe¬ 
nix’s  Garfield  United  Methodist  Church 
which  was  discontinued  as  an  active  con¬ 
gregation  five  years  ago.  The  new  De¬ 
sert  Southwest  Annual  Conference  has 
made  the  building  available  as  a  base 
for  the  Rev.  Harry  Long’s  ministry  to  the 
homeless  and  impoverished,  with  the 
added  hope  that  it  might  develop  into  a 
Native  American  congregation. 

Bishop  Elias  Galvan  of  the  Phoenix 
Area  addressed  the  caucus  at  Garfield, 
telling  the  50  participants  that  “we  need 
your  help  because,  if  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  to  grow,  it  will  need  to  pay 
more  attention  to  ethnic  minorities."  He 
noted  that  his  own  area  includes  a  large 
number  of  Native  Americans  and  vast 
tracts  of  reservation  lands;  yet  the  newly 
formed  conference  has  only  three  points 
of  ministry  to  Native  Americans. 

Bishop  Galvan  pleaded  for  creative 
and  unconventional  approaches  to  minis¬ 
try:  “We  need  to  set  our  own  expecta¬ 
tions,  not  accept  Anglo  expectations. 
Being  able  to  function  in  a  multi-cultural 
setting  is  a  gift  the  United  Methodist 


Church  has  not  yet  learned  to  use  fully. 
The  church  needs  help  and  we  are  able 
to  offer  this  help.” 

Examining  new  urban  strategies,  the 
caucus  noted  the  creation  of  a  new  ecu¬ 
menical  ministry  in  Duluth,  Minn,  and 
establishment  of  a  "ministry  of  pres¬ 
ence"  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  modeled 
on  the  Phoenix  ministry.  New  work  is 
planned  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Seattle  and 
Charlotte.  N.C.  Personnel  with  appropri¬ 
ate  language  skills  are  being  sought  for 
ministries  among  the  Northern  Seminoles 
in  Florida  and  Choctaws  in  Mississippi. 

The  caucus's  committee  on  congrega¬ 
tional  development  asked  for  concerted  A 
efforts  to  strengthen  youth  work  and  in-  ‘ 
ter-generational  programs.  Noting  a 
chronic  problem  of  leadership  recruit- 
ment.  the  committee  asked  the  caucus  to  $ 
find  ways  to  interest  more  young  Native  '■ 
Americans  in  church  vocations  and  to  £ 
obtain  scholarships  for  training. 

A  step  toward  solving  the  new  leader¬ 
ship  problem  is  the  Native  American  •• 
Center  at  Oklahoma  City,  fully  opera-  i 
tional  under  Ben  Bushyhead,  executive  * 
director,  who  began  work  the  first  of  the  * 
year.  Working  with  the  Board  of  Higher  ' 
Education  and  Ministry,  the  center  has  a  > 
program  of  recruitment  and  training  for 
Native  Americans. 

The  caucus  celebrated  the  action  of  • 
the  1984  General  Conference  to  continue  \ 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  as  a  1 
missional  priority  for  another  four  * 
years.  The  Rev.  Homer  Noley  of  Kansas  ? 
reported  on  the  impact  team  sent  by  the 
caucus  to  the  General  Conference  in  Bal-  , 
timore  to  help  win  that  action.  "We  did 
not  win  any  victory  for  ourselves  at  Bal-  ■ 
timore.  We  won  it  for  the  church.  Now  it  * 
is  up  to  us  to  make  it  work."  He  pleaded  ‘ 
for  follow-up  work,  adding,  “We  did  not  : 
do  it  just  as  a  political  exercise,  but  so 
some  things  would  happon." 


Mennonite  youth  exchange  ; 
celebrates  35-year  success  j 


From  Mennonite  News  Service 

AKRON,  Pa.  —  After  World  War  II, 
Mennonite  relief  workers  in  Europe  de¬ 
veloped  deep  friendships  with  European 
Mennonites  who  had  been  their  "ene¬ 
mies”  during  the  war. 

As  North  American  Mennonite  work¬ 
ers  witnessed  this  reconciliation,  they 
talked  of  bringing  Europeans  to  North 
America  so  the  exchange  of  internation¬ 
al  understanding  could  be  deepened 
Their  dream  brought  the  first  21  Euro¬ 
pean  “trainees"  to  North  America  in 
1950. 

1985  marks  the  35th  anniversary  of 
what  is  known  as  the  International  Visi¬ 
tor  Exchange  Program  (IVEP)  of  The 
Mennonite  Central  Committee.  Through 
the  35  years,  1,577  young  people  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  program. 

In  the  first  year  all  participants  were 
young  Mennonite  men  who  came  to  work 
on  Mennonite  farms.  By  the  second  year 
women  joined  the  program  and  job  de¬ 
scriptions  were  diversified. 

The  first  21  were  from  Germany, 
Netherlands,  Switzerland  and  France 
Over  the  years  young  people  have  come 
from  50  different  countries,  the  majority 
from  Europe  and  Latin  America.  As  ear¬ 


ly  as  me  late  1950s  participants  came  i  < 
from  such  places  as  Japan,  Paraguay,  •' 
Jordan  and  Ghana. 

In  1985  the  program  includes  82 '  v 
young  people  from  Asia,  Africa,  Europe 
and  Latin  America.  While  the  program  ;  \ 
expanded,  the  goals  have  stayed  the  i  •: 
same:  to  promote  international  under-  * 
standing,  to  strengthen  bonds  of  Chris-  ;  ' 
tian  fellowship  and  to  foster  peace  and  :  . 
reconciliation. 

William  T.  Snyder,  Mennonite  execu- 1  i 
tive  secretary,  believes  that  the  ex-  *  ' 
change  is  one  of  his  church’s  most  effec-  *  < 
tive  programs.  “Not  only  do  trainees  >  > 
learn  about  North  America,  but  they  v.  I 
learn  from  each  other  about  the  wider  > 
world.  We  see  Indonesian  young  people  ?  ( 
learning  about  Germany,  and  French  ?  $ 
young  people  forming  life-long  friend-  .5 
ships  with  trainees  from  Paraguay.”  S  * 

And  the  learnings  of  the  hosts  are  as  •  > 
important  as  those  of  the  trainees,  Mr.  %  s 
Snyder  says,  "The  program  has  a  deep,  %  J 
lasting  impact"  for  both  trainees  and  %  * 
hosts,  he  observes.  Trainees  return  to 
become  leaders  in  their  home  churches  .  £ 
and  to  share  what  they  have  learned,  *  \ 
Ties  made  during  the  trainee  year  last  s* 
for  years  through  letters  and  even  visits.  ^ 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 

of  the  Louisiana  Conference 

Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it  unto  the  lease  of  these... 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist,  locat¬ 
ed  at  5620  Read  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  is  a 
general  hospital  in  the  East  Gentilly 
area  of  New  Orleans  serving  patients 
from  southern  Louisiana  and  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  gulf  coast.  Pendleton  offers  quality 
medical  care  in  a  Christian  environment 
as  well  as  medical  services  to  those  un¬ 
able  to  pay. 

Through  the  long  16  years  of  its  exis¬ 
tence  Pendleton  is  undergoing  positive 


changes  and  technical  improvements  ev¬ 
ery  year.  The  new  lab  equipment  has 
allowed  them  to  improve  medical  care 
in  all  areas  of  hospital  work. 

The  “mom  and  pop"  image  of  Pendle¬ 
ton  Hospital  has  made  it  competitive  to 
other  institutions  of  its  kind.  The  pa¬ 
tients  receive  excellent  health  care  from 
the  staff  and  are  treated  "like  a  member 
of  the  family.” 


It’s  the  little  things  we  do  that  say,  “We  Care  For  You!” 


People’s,  Working  For  A  Quality  Institution 


People's  Community  Center  had  its 
beginning  in  July.  1922.  One  of  its  main 
objectives  was  to  offer  some  basics  of 
education  to  those  interested  in  continu¬ 
ing  their  learning  as  adults.  It  is  now  a 
multiservice  institution  serving  the  cen¬ 
tral  city  area  of  New  Orleans.  Its  Chris¬ 
tian  environment  and  variety  of  services 
promote  development  of  spiritual, 
physical,  mental,  social,  and  emotional 
well-being. 

People's  provides  service  for  children 


eighteen  (18)  months  through  five  (5) 
years  of  age.  The  institution  is  open  from 
7:00  a. m. -5:00  p.m.,  five  (5)  days  per 
week.  A  "Day  Camp  Program"  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  children  six  (6)  through  four¬ 
teen  (14)  years  of  age  during  the  months 
of  June,  July  and  August. 

People's  Community  Center  is  located 
in  Central  City  Metropolitan  New  Or¬ 
leans.  It  is  equal  in  proximity  to  the  Irish 
Channel,  Gert  Town,  and  the  Carrollton 
area. 


The  children  learn  about  nutrition. 


The  children  at  People's  are  shown  above  as  they  present  a  Thanksgiving  program. 


Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  Inc. 


How  About  a  Retired  Ministers  Home 
in  Your  Town? 

Currently  the  board  can  build  this  home 
in  your  town  if  you  or  your  church  can 
raise  approximately  $20,000.  and  donate 
a  lot 

Thirty-Three  Homes  Now 
Currently  the  board  operates  32 
homes  and  a  six  unit  apartment  complex 
with  a  home  under  construction  in  Rus- 
ton  This  unit  will  be  occupied  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs  Douglas  McGuire.  They  are  con¬ 
tributing  more  than  half  of  the  cost. 

Thirty  New  Homes  Needed 
by  Year  2000 

In  a  recent  survey,  nine  ministers  indi¬ 
cated  the  need  for  a  home  in  the  next 
five  years,  twenty  over  the  next  ten 
years  and  thirty-one  by  the  year  2000. 


Realistically  we  know  that  some  of  the 
homes  that  are  currently  occupied  will 
become  available.  Based  on  past  experi¬ 
ence  this  will  be  largely  offset  by  minis¬ 
ters  or  widows  who  did  not  anticipate 
the  need  of  a  home.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
we  will  need  to  build  at  least  two  homes 
a  year  for  the  next  fifteen  years  to  meet 
this  increasing  need. 

Executive  Director 
On  consultation  with  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood  the  board  has  decided  to 
place  a  full  time  Executive  Director  in 
the  field  Subsequently.  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  appointed  Rev.  James  L.  Adams  to 
this  position.  Rev  Adams  has  been 
chairman  of  the  board  for  the  past  fif¬ 
teen  years.  The  office  for  Retired  Minis¬ 
ters’  Homes  will  be  set  up  in  Alexandria. 


The  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital's  clergy  educational  events  are  de¬ 
signed  and  presented  to  enhance  ministry  skills  and  personal  wellness  for  clergy  and 
lay  leaders.  Total  Patient  Care  through  Pastoral  Services  is  another  way  of  savins 
“We  Care.” 


Remember  our  Lord 
in  a  special  way 
this  Easter 

Good  Samaritan  Offering 
Sunday  -  April  7th 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 


Methodist  Children's  Home  (MCH)  is  a 
multi-service  childcare  facility  provid¬ 
ing  residential,  emergency,  and  foster 
care  to  school  age  children  and  youth 
from  throughout  the  state.  Children  are 
served  without  regard  to  race,  religion, 
or  socio-economic  status.  Emphasis  is 
upon  family  reconstruction  with  counsel¬ 
ing  for  both  the  child  and  the  family. 

MCH  is  currently  refining  and  restruc¬ 
turing  its  residential  program  so  that  the 
needs  of  each  child  can  be  better  served. 
Equal  attention  will  be  given  to  those 
children  needing  the  basic  group  living 
experience  as  well  as  those  with  special 
problems  which  call  for  a  more  thera¬ 
peutic  environment.  In  spite  of  the  inten¬ 
sive  services  MCH  is  now  called  upon  to 
offer,  it  still  strives  to  maintain  its  tradi¬ 


tional  Christian  family-like  atmosphere. 

A  campus  education  center,  now  under 
construction,  will  provide  a  classroom 
setting  for  youth  in  grades  7-12  who  are 
unable  to  attend  public  school  because  of 
academic  and  adjustment  problems. 
When  youth  have  made  the  proper  ad¬ 
justment  and  progress  in  the  campus 
program  they  will  transfer  to  the  public 
school  system. 

Another  new  program  is  that  of  Fam¬ 
ily  Services.  This  program  will  provide 
counseling  to  families  in  the  community 
in  an  attempt  to  prevent  serious  prob¬ 
lems  from  arising.  Workshops  and  train¬ 
ing  opportunities  will  be  offered  to 
ministers  to  enable  them  to  work  more 
effectively  with  families  in  their  own 
communities. 


Shown  left  — 
Volunteers  from 
Louisiana  Tech 
Baptist  Student 
Union  conduct 
Saturday  afternoon 
recreation;  above 
photo  —  MCH  gives 
young  people  the 
chandeto  win. 


Lafon  Nursing  Home . . . 


The  Institution  that  Cares 


Lafon  Home,  with  the  capacity  of  89 
beds,  is  a  State  certified  and  licensed 
Residential  Care  Facility  For  Private 
and  Medicaid  Patients,  Their  purpose  is 
to  provide  the  best  quality  health  and 
supportive  care  for  residents.  The  ser¬ 
vices  include  24  hour  personalized  nurs¬ 
ing  care  under  the  supervision  of 
qualified  registered  and  licensed  practi¬ 
cal  nurses. 

The  health  care  of  every  patient  is 
under  the  supervision  of  highly  qualified 
and  experienced  physicians.  This  service 
is  offered  to  resident  patients  who  do  not 


Shown  above,  left,  personnel  discuss 
at  Lafon  Home. 


have  the  services  of  their  private  physi¬ 
cian. 

Religious  services  are  offered  to  all 
residents  of  Lafon  Home.  They  are  at 
liberty  to  personally  arrange  to  attend 
other  services  of  their  choice. 

The  facility  includes  private  and  semi¬ 
private  rooms,  a  dining  room,  house¬ 
keeping  and  laundry  services,  a  beauty 
shop,  a  lovely  courtyard,  24  hour  securi¬ 
ty  services  and  a  meditation  chapel.  La¬ 
fon  Home  is  located  at  4021  Cadillac 
Street  in  New  Orleans.  Louisiana. 


of  the  patients;  above  right,  the  cafeteria 


The  Methodist  Home  Opens  Its  Doors 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
houses  abused,  abandoned  and  neglected 
children  ages  2-14.  Emergency  shelter  is 
provided,  plus  rehabilitation,  therapeutic 
treatment  and  psychiatric  evaluation  in 
a  family  type  atmosphere. 

The  children  are  brought  to  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  by  child  protection  workers, 
office  of  family  service  workers  and  the 
police.  Most  are  from  the  parishes 
around  metropolitan  New  Orleans  but 
some  come  from  as  far  away  as  Crowley 
and  Natchitoches.  The  children  are  con¬ 


sidered  as  victims  of  abuse  or  severe 
neglect  or  they  have  been  found  aban¬ 
doned  on  the  streets  or  in  empty  apart¬ 
ments.  They  often  arrive  at  the  Home 
hungry,  bruised,  burned,  scalded,  sexual¬ 
ly  abused,  brow-beaten,  frustrated  and 
frightened.  Children  are  also  occasional¬ 
ly  transferred  from  foster  homes. 

The  Methodist  Home  opens  its  doors 
to  receive  children  24  hours  a  day,  seven 
days  a  week.  Someone  is  always  awake 
and  ready  to  receive  the  children. 


During  the  school  year  afternoons  are  spent  in  tutoring.  Many  of  the  children  in 
crisis  experience  a  setback  in  their  school  work.  The  teachers  work  hard  to  help 
children  maintain  proper  grades  in  school. 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  ministers  to  a  variety  of  children  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans.  Our  inner-city  setting  allows  us  to  reach  out  to  surrounding 
Louisiana  parishes. 


Mrs.  Ruth  Morgan  of  Greensburg  recently  made  and  delivered  these  dolls  and  toys 
to  MCH.  From  left  to  right:  Mr.  Morgan,  Terrel  DeVille,  Mrs.  Morgan,  and  Rev.  Don 
Morgan  of  Ringgold  United  Methodist  Church. 
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The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


The  two  high  holy  days  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  year  are  Christmas  and  Easter 
and  the  preacher  is  afforded  no  great¬ 
er  opportunity  to  proclaim  the  Good 
News  of  Christ. 

My  fervent  prayers  are  that  the 
churches  of  Louisiana  Methodism  will 
be  the  most  exciting  place  to  be  next 
Sunday;  that  the  people  of  your  com¬ 
munity  will  be  present  at  church  with 
the  knowledge  that  there  will  be  no 
other  place  as  exciting,  uplifting,  in¬ 
spirational  and  informative. 

My  prayer  is  that  they  will  hear 
Good  News,  prayed,  sung,  spoken  and 
preached  as  Good  News  ought  to  be. 
Gerald  Kennedy  said  it  ought  to  sound 
like  the  news  boy  on  the  corner  shou¬ 
ting, "Extra,  Extra,  Hear  all  about  it. 
Good  News!” 

Say  it,  pray  it,  sing  it,  preach  it  like 
you  really  mean  it.  Any  minister  who 


has  a  “boring”  worship  service  next 
Sunday  ouebt.  to  be  "defrocked  .” 

If  you  have  trumpets  and  trom¬ 
bones,  let  them  Sound!  If  you  have 
bells,  let  them  ring!  If  you  have  gui¬ 
tars,  let  them  strum! 

For  only  the  second  time  in  39 
years  I  will  not  be  preaching  on  Eas¬ 
ter.  Even  though  I  shall  miss  it  with 
deep  pain,  that  is  as  it  should  be.  Ev¬ 
ery  preacher  should  be  in  his  or  her 
own  pulpit. 

It’s  “Good  News  Day.”  Don’t  let 
anyone  get  out  of  church  without 
knowing  that. 

My  prayers  will  be  with  each  of 
you. 


P.S.  Don’t  forget  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  offering. 


Bethel  Bible  Series 
Introduced  To  Conference 


“Biblical  illiteracy  is  a  real  problem 
in  the  church  .  .  .  People  refuse  to  teach 
because  they  basically  do  not  know  the 
bible,”  said  H.  L.  "Hal"  Hueschen,  area 
director  for  the  Adulf  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Foundation.  The  Foundation,  which 
produces  The  Bethel  Bible  Series,  has 
now  enrolled  10,000  congregations 
worldwide. 

Mr.  Hueschen  gave  the  history  of  the 
Bethel  program,  from  its  beginnings  in 
the  Bethel  Lutheran  Church,  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  and  based  on  the  premise  that 
the  congregation  did  not  know  the  Bible. 
He  further  indicated  that  the  Bethel  se¬ 
ries  is  a  stepping  stone  that  leads  to 
greater  congregational  biblical  knowl¬ 
edge,  but  also  provides  principles  that 
help  develop  congregational  leadership 
and  growth  as  well. 

Twenty-seven  denominations  now  use 
the  Bethel  Bible  Series.  Some  congrega¬ 
tional  statistics  are:  American  Lutheran 
—  1700;  Presbyterian  —  800;  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  500;  and  United 
Methodist  —  427. 

Mr.  Hueschen  also  reminded  the  group 
that  the  Bethel  Series  is  not  in  competi¬ 
tion  with  United  Methodist  or  any  de¬ 
nominational  literature.  The  course  is 
never  taught  on  Sunday  mornings  but 


Mr.  H.  L.  "Hal”  Hueschen  is  shown 
above  adressing  some  of  the  leaders  of 
the  conference  as  he  presented  the 
Bethel  Bible  series  on  March  13,  at  the 
Conference  Office. 


usually  on  Wednesday  nights.  It  involves 
leaders  training,  followed  by  congrega¬ 
tional  training,  which  may  cover  a  four 
to  six  year  period,  or  longer. 

Basic  Bethel  training  will  be  offered 
local  church  leaders,  who  will  travel  to 
Madison,  Wisconsin  for  the  initial  period 
of  instruction. 

More  information  will  be  forthcoming 
in  both  the  coordinated  mailing  and  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist. 


Requiem  To  Be  Given  At  Slidell 

The  combined  United  Methodist  choirs  of  the  Slidell  and  Lacombe  area  will  be 
presenting  the  Brahms  REQUIEM  on  April  14,  4:00  p.m.,  Aldersgate  United  Method¬ 
ist,  360  Robert  Road,  Slidell.  The  performance  will  be  accompanied  by  orchestra. 
This  is  the  fourth  year  that  the  combined  choirs  have  sung  together  performing 
major  works  of  Faure’,  Handel,  and  Effinger.  Persons  within  driving  distance  are 
invited  to  participate  and  attend.  If  more  information  is  needed,  contact  Dawn 
McCord,  Director  of  Music,  Aldersgate  United  Methodist,  504-641-5829. 


Singles  Conference  1985  —  Baton  Rouge 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
Saturday,  May  4;  10  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Fee  —  $10  in  advance;  $12  at  door 
Brochures  will  be  mailed  to  pastors 
Theme.  Looking  Inward-Reaching 
Outward 

S.  C.  ’85  features  Jim  Newton,  Singer 
and  spinner  of  stories.  Out  of  his  own 
personal  experiences  and  professional 
endeavors,  Jim  Newton  brings  a  rich  re¬ 
source  in  word  and  song  to  singles  in  the 
midst  of  their  personal  faith  journey. 
Jim  will  highlight  the  opening  and  clos¬ 


ing  session  for  the  Conference. 

A  Time  for  Caring  and  Sharing 
Interest  Sessions  Include: 

Organizing  A  Singles  Ministry 
Shalom:  Getting  In  Control 
Dealing  with  Loneliness 
Singles  and  Sexuality 
Single  Parenting 
Single  Life  Styles 

The  Dating  Game  —  What  Are  The 
Rules? 

The  Marriage  Game  —  Are  you  ready? 


Bishop  Goodson  to  Be  Conference  Preacher 


Conference  To  Vote  On 
Constitutional  Amendment 


The  1984  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  three  proposed  amendments  to 
the  Church’s  constitution.  In  order  for 
these  to  become  Church  law,  each  must 
be  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  aggre¬ 
gate  vote  of  members  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  74  Annual  and  Missionary 
Conferences  in  the  United  States,  and  its 
31  Provisional  and  Central  Conferences 
overseas.  Voting  by  these  conferences 
will  begin  May  10th  and  end  August  18th, 
with  the  Louisiana  Conference  voting  on 
June  3rd  at  the  beginning  of  the  Annual 
Conference  session. 

One  of  the  amendments  for  consider¬ 
ation  would  make  Diaconal  Ministers 
full  members  of  an  Annual  Conference 
with  voting  rights,  whereas  now  they 
may  attend  and  speak,  but  do  not  have  a 
vote  such  as  the  Ordained  Ministry  does. 

A  second  amendment,  proposed  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration,  would  change  provisions  per¬ 
taining  to  the  holding  of  title  to  property 


belonging  to  local  churches.  This  amend¬ 
ment  would  simply  make  clear  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  as  a  denomi¬ 
nation,  does  not  hold  title  to  property 
belonging  to  local  churches,  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  or  General  Church  agencies.  In¬ 
dividual  Annual  Conferences  or  church 
agencies  hold  title  to  such  properties. 

The  third  amendment  deals  with  the 
formation  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  through  union  in  1968  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Evangelical  United  Brethren  and 
Methodist  Churches.  This  amendment  is 
also  proposed  by  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  and  would  make 
clear  that  the  denomination  is  not  a  legal 
entity  that  can  be  held  liable  for  the 
actions  of  its  constituent  conferences. 
The  church  is  a  confederation,  and  the 
actions  of  one  of  its  constituents  is  not 
binding  on  the  whole.  The  purpose  of 
these  amendments  is  to  reclarify  that 
position  for  any  future  litigation  facing 
the  Church. 


JL 

Easter  morn  dawns  bright  and  clear, 
Among  the  dark  of  Lent. 

"Our  precious  Savior’s  risen,”  they  cried, 
As  to  the  tomb  they  went. 


Amid  the  gloom  of  death  and  grief, 

We  long  for  bright  Easter  day 
When  new  life  comes  on  butterfly  wings, 

And  the  old  is  cast  away. 

The  leaves  and  grass  take  on  new  green, 

The  trees  bloom  with  life  anew. 

The  flowers  burst  forth  with  colors  so  bright, 
And  the  butterfly  comes  Irito  view. 

Our  lives  are  changed  by  Easter  day, 

Our  old  ways  we  put  behind. 

We’re  given  new  wings  like  the  butterfly, 

To  help  others,  God’s  love  to  find. 


The  preacher  for  the  1985  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
is  Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  re¬ 
tired,  who  is  Bishop-in-Residence  at 
Duke  University. 

Bishop  Goodson  will  be  preaching 
at  the  morning  worship  services  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  Tues¬ 
day  evening  worship  service,  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  and  at  the  Wednesday 
evening  service  of  Ordination.  He 
will  also  assist  Bishop  Underwood 
with  the  ordination  of  the  new  dea¬ 
cons  and  elders. 

Bishop  Goodson,  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  is  a  graduate  of  Catawba 
College  and  the  Duke  Divinity 
School.  Eight  colleges  or  universities 
have  conferred  honorary  degrees 
upon  him.  After  serving  27  years  as 
a  parish  minister  in  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference,  he  was 
elected  a  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  from  Centenary  Church, 
Winston  Salem,  in  1964- 

Bishop  Goodson  was  assigned  to 
the  Birmingham  Area  where  he 
served  for  eight  years.  In  1972  he 
was  appointed  to  serve  the  Virginia 
Conference  until  his  retirement  in 
1980.  Prior  to  his  retirement,  he 


Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson 


served  on  the  General  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  was  the  first  President  of 
the  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race.  He  also  served  for  eight 
years  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Bishop  Goodson  is  married  to  the 
former  Martha  Ann  Ogburn  of 
Greensboro,  North-  Carolina,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren. 


So  try  out  your  wings,  they’re  yours  to  use, 
They're  God’s  gift  of  life  eternal. 

We  were  given  the  butterfly  as  a  sign  of  a  new  birth, 
Hallelujah!!  He  is  Risen!!  Hallelujah!! 


Mission  Interpreter  Hosted 
By  Church  of  the  Covenant 


By  Pat  Craven 

Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church 


Ms.  Clara  Kearse,  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  was  the  Mission 
Interpreter  for  the  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  during  “Mission  Education  Day," 
March  10-11.  She  is  shown  above  addressing  a  UMW  Salad  Luncheon  at  the  UM 
Church  of  the  Covenant  in  Lafayette.  Fifty  women  from  the  western  part  of  the 
district  were  present. 


Pictured  above  are  Reverend  Michael  McLaurin,  Pastor:  Reverend  William  F. 
Mayo,  Alexandria  District  Superintendent;  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Harrel,  Sr.,  Building 
Committee  Chairman;  and  Miss  Jan  Witt,  Director  of  Christian  Education,  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Ground-Breaking  Services  for  the  Family  Life  Center  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Winnfield. 

New  Family  Life  Center  Now 
Under  Construction  In  Winfield 


Christmas  Cross 
In  Noel  Chancel 

At  Noel  UM  Church,  Shreveport,  there 
is  a  rugged  cross  that  stands  to  the  left 
of  the  pulpit  on  Sundays  or  in  the  Chapel 
on  Wednesdays.  Although  not  a  thing  of 
beauty,  because  of  its  knots  and  rough 
appearance,  it  was  made  from  Noel’s 
beautiful  Chrismon  Tree  that  stood  there 
during  Advent  and  Christmas.  “Easter 
reminds  us  that  love  will  surround  that 
cross  and  it  becomes  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  hope  again,”  says  Pastor  W.  O. 
Lynch. 

Easter  Service  on  T.V. 

The  United  Methodist  Easter  worship 
celebration  will  be  televised  by  NBC-TV 
on  many  stations  throughout  the  country. 
The  up-dated  Louisiana  schedule  for  the 
program  is  as  follows:  KALB-TV,  Alex¬ 
andria,  12  noon;  KPLC-TV,  Lake 
Charles,  12  noon;  WDSU-TV,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  10  a.m.  live;  KTAL-TV,  Shreve¬ 
port,  12  noon.  WRBT-TV,  Baton  Rouge 
and  KTVE-TV,  Monroe  are  unable  to 
carry  it  because  of  previous  commit¬ 
ments. 
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TRAG  Check 
Presented  By 
Monroe  Youth 

At  the  Youth  Missions  Festival  hosted 
by  the  youth  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  on  March  10.  Miss 
Suzanne  Spencer,  UMC  Youth  Coun¬ 
cil  president,  presented  a  check  for 
$500  to  the  TRAG  program.  The  youth  of 
FUMC  are  proud  to  make  this  donation 
which  will  be  applied  as  one-third  of  the 
purchase  price  for  a  TRAG  vehicle.  The 
money  was  raised  by  the  church  youth 
through  various  work  projects,  including 
the  publication  of  a  Bicentennial  cook¬ 
book  and  a  50*  donation  for  their  UMYF 
suppers  each  Sunday.  Receiving  the 
check  on  behalf  of  the  TRAG  program 
were  Larry  Miller  and  Michi  Head,  Mon¬ 
roe  District  Youth  Ministries  Coordina¬ 
tors. 

165  young  people,  along  with  numer¬ 
ous  adult  youth  workers,  filled  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  of  First  Church  to  hear  the 
Rev.  W.  F.  Anderson,  missionary  to 
Kenya,  tell  of  his  mission  experiences 
and  to  view  his  slide  presentation. 


A  special  service  of  ground  breaking 
was  held  by  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Winnfield  for  its  new  Family 
Life  Center  Sunday,  March  3rd,  at  12:00 
Noon.  Celebrant  for  the  worship  service 
was  Reverend  William  F.  Mayo,  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Alexandria  District 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Also 
participating  in  the  service  were  Mrs. 
Marion  P.  Jackson;  her  son.  Mr  John  G. 
Jackson;  her  granddaughter.  Mrs. 
Jeanne  Jackson  Brewton;  and  her  great 
grandson,  Latnie  Brewton  IV,  who  repre¬ 
sented  the  church’s  strength  through 
families;  and  Reverend  Michael 
McLaurin,  Pastor. 

Wielding  shovels  at  the  service  were 
officers  representing  the  various  minis¬ 
tries  of  the  church,  including  Youth, 
Children,  Adult,  the  Sunday  School,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men,  United  Methodist 
Women,  Newcomers,  Evangelism,  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  Stewardship,  as  well  as  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Administrative  Board, 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  the  Building  Committee. 
The  germinating  idea  for  the  Family 
Life  Center  began  when  the  church  was 
under  the  ministerial  leadership  of 


Reverend  Grayson  Watson.  Mr.  Thomas 
H.  Harrel,  Sr.  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee.  The  architects  are 
Shoemaker,  Colbert  and  Brodnax  of 
Shreveport,  and  the  contractor  is  Do¬ 
herty  Construction  of  Winnfield. 
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Editorial 

Must  church  always  ‘take  sides?’ 


Churches  don't  always  have  to  take 
sides  on  controversial  issues  to  do  the 
will  of  God. 

That  was  our  conclusion  after  learning 
about  the  efforts  of  an  ecumenical  task 
force  in  Kansas.  That  group  is  helping 
persons  affected  by  the  farm  crisis  now 
facing  much  of  America’s  heartland  (see 
UMR,  March  29).  The  task  force  includes 
a  number  of  United  Methodist  leaders. 

While  others  have  taken  strong  for-or- 
against  positions  on  the  political  and 
economic  issues  related  to  the  farm  cri¬ 
sis,  the  task  force  has  tried  to  play  the 
role  of  reconciler.  Among  other  things, 
task  force  members  attempt  to  bring 
farmers,  bankers  and  community  lead¬ 
ers  together  to  discuss  their  problems. 

The  results  so  far  seem  promising. 
Tensions  in  some  communities  have 
been  reduced,  and  people  have  begun  to 
see  the  solution  to  the  crisis  will  require 
joint  efforts,  said  the  Rev.  George  Chase, 
a  United  Methodist  on  the  task  force. 

Consequently,  Mr.  Chase  says  that  the 
church  can  do  more  for  persons  affected 
by  the  crisis  by  taking  a  pastoral  rather 
than  political  approach  to  the  problem. 

We  agree  with  that  approach  in  this 
instance  for  at  least  two  reasons: 

First,  as  Mr.  Chase  points  out,  appro¬ 
priate  political  remedies  remain  un¬ 
clear.  Political  actions  taken  prematurely 
—  perhaps  out  of  an  impatient  need  to  ‘‘do 
something"  —  frequently  promote  a  false 
hope  by  treating  only  symptoms  and  not, 
as  needed,  the  underlying  causes  of 
•  human  suffering. 

Second,  the  church  frequently  can  be 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


the  most  effective  witness  to  God's  will 
by  staunchly  holding  open  a  middle 
ground  for  dialogue  to  occur  between 
adversaries.  Shared  problems  should  be 
openly  discussed,  including  feelings  of 
anger  and  hopelessness.  That  way,  it  is 
far  more  likely  that  the  affected  persons 
will  eventually  realize  that  "we're  all  in 
this  together.” 

The  Scriptures  teach  us  that  we  all  are 
children  of  God  whose  lives  are  inescap¬ 
ably  linked.  Consequently,  it  is  always 
appropriate  that  Christians  work  to 
break  down  barriers  to  understanding 
and  cooperation  to  gain  the  fullest  possi¬ 
ble  measure  of  social  justice  and  human 
well-being  as  God  intends. 

Kansas  church  leaders  deserve  com¬ 
mendation  for  accepting  the  role  of  rec¬ 
onciler  in  the  present  farm  crisis.  They 
have  admirably  resisted  the  all-too-com- 
mon  tendency  of  those  of  us  in  mainline 
churches  to  “jump  into  politics"  before 
considering  what  our  most  effective  role 
might  be.  Their  efforts  to  practice  Chris¬ 
tian  compassion  by  promoting  the  heal¬ 
ing  of  fractured  relationships  are  needed 
examples  of  the  church  doing  what  it 
should  do  best. 

Those  of  us  in  the  church  may  not 
always  know  or  agree  on  how  best  to 
respond  politically  to  a  social  crisis,  or 
whether  we  should  respond  politically  at 
all.  But  we  should  have  no  doubt  about 
the  need  and  our  Christian  calling  to 
deal  with  the  spiritual  and  emotional 
pain  that  such  a  crisis  can  produce.  We 
do  not  have  to  take  sides  before  we  act 
to  ease  that  pain. 


wJ{ 

'  \~\  &  /'y 

Ov\_ay  thdjcyi?^ 
<jf  tin's  day 
I  ast  youjbrcvcr/ 


APRIL  5,  1985 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

My  Witness 

'Siren  prayers’  show  that  we  care 


By  ROSALYN  HART  FINCH 
Years  ago  at  a  Sunday  school  picnic,  a 
great  red  fire  engine  raced  breathtak- 
ingly  fast  down  the  road  that  bordered 
the  park,  its  siren  wailing  wildly. 

We  kids  covered 
our  ears  and  stared 
wide-eyed  at  the 
ferocious  sounding 
red  blur  whizzing 
past. 

“Let’s  pray  for 
the  folks  that  fire 
engine  is  hurrying 
to,”  suggested  the 
gentle  lady  who  Rosal  ynFinch 

was  our  teacher.  J 

Obediently  we  bowed  our  heads  as 
Mrs.  Alcock  asked  the  Lord:  "Be  with 


Thy  children  who  stand  in  need  of  the 
fire  engine  that  has  just  gone  by  us, 
Lord.  Give  them  the  courage  to  face 
whatever  they  must.  Amen.” 

Sweet,  short  and  to  the  point,  I 
thought,  before  I  returned  to  the  friendly 
bantering  and  fried  chicken  that  filled 
our  minds  and  mouths  so  happily  that 
day. 

But  Mrs.  Alcock's  example  had  left  its 
mark  on  me.  For  somewhere  along  in  the 
following  days,  I  began  to  send  up  a 
quick  little  "siren  prayer"  every  time  I'd 
hear  that  unforgettable  screeching  wail. 

Being  a  gabby-gus  type,  my  prayer  is 
a  bit  longer  than  Mrs.  Alcock’s:  “Dear 
Lord,  give  those  who  are  in  trouble  right 
now  the  extra  strength  and  courage  they 
need  to  go  through  this  ordeal  without 

Here  I  Stand 


falling  apart.  And  help  them  to  draw 
closer  to  Thee  until  they  can  earnestly 
say,  ‘Thy  will  be  done.’  Amen.” 

Today,  40  years  later,  my  "siren  pray¬ 
er”  habit  is  so  firmly  entrenched  in  my 
heart  that  I  come  poking  up  out  of  a 
sound  sleep  at  the  eerie  scream  of  any 
police  car  or  fire  engine  in  the  night  to 
offer  up  another  “siren  prayer.” 

I  have  no  way  of  knowing  how  God 
answers  my  “siren  prayers,”  but  I  have 
the  utmost  faith  that  He  does. 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Rosalyn 
Hart  Finch,  is  a  member  of  Church  of 
the  Master  UMC  in  Westerville,  Ohio 
(West  Ohio  Annual  Conference). 


Pain  of  goodbyes  should  prompt  our  concern 


By  THOMAS  G.  PETTEPIECE 
It’s  the  season  again. . .  for  goodbyes. 
It  happens  during  holidays  when  chil¬ 
dren  are  shuffled  from  one  parent  to 
another  for  a  "visit”  or  “vacation”  when 
they  again  know  the  pain  of  separation. 

One  year,  when  my  9-year-old  son  Bri¬ 
an  got  off  the  plane  from  Dallas,  he  an¬ 
nounced  he  had  made  a  friend  on  the 
trip.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  73-year-old 
woman  named  Martha. 

The  two  of  them  had  sent  notes  back 
and  forth  to  each  other,  sharing  things 
like  their  name  and  where  they  were 


from  and  what  they  liked  to  do. 

It  didn't  take  long  to  see  what  unspo¬ 
ken  understanding  had  connected  them. 
They  were  both  on  a  journey  of  being  in 
between:  Brian  in  between  parents,  Mar¬ 
tha  in  between  children,  both  changing 
families,  both  carrying  a  silent  mixture 
of  joy  and  pain  as  they  made  the  transi¬ 
tion  once  again. 

Any  child,  or  parent,  undergoing  this 
transition  experiences  the  pain  of  sepa¬ 
ration.  After  almost  five  years,  my  chil¬ 
dren  and  I  are  still  finding  ways  to  cope. 

It  is  a  grief  that  you  never  fully  accept 


God  does  not  favor  American  Christians 


?To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  8  issue,  the  "Here  I 
Stand”  article  headlined,  “It  is  not 
enough  just  to  feel  good”  by  Lonzo  F. 
Battles  was  right  on  target. 

I  feel  he  is  right  when  he  observes  that 
there  is  so  much  in  music,  in  religion  and 
in  our  national  life  that  is  "false  and 
shallow.” 

As  I  understand  it,  God  does  not  play 
favorites  with  any  of  us  just  because  we 
are  Christians  or  Americans.  We  do  not 
lhave  special  protection  from  suffering 
and  difficulty.  In  fact,  sometimes  best 
friends  and  family  turn  against  us.  And, 
.of  course,  the  enemies  are  always  there. 

The  history  of  the  faithful  has  many 
chapters  filled  with  martyrs.  It  did  not 
always  feel  good  in  the  superficial,  phys¬ 
ical  sense.  It  is  not  always  fun  to  be 
among  the  faithful.  But  there  is  a  depth 
.of  joy  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  and  there  is  a 
,  difference. 

Each  day  is  cloudy,  cold,  hot,  rainy, 
.snowy  or  sunny  for  the  pagan  and  for  the 
Christian.  Rain  falls  on  the  wicked  and 
the  good  alike.  We  play  on  the  same 
ground.  We  face  the  same  pitching.  We 
must  abide  by  the  same  rules. 

If  God  suddenly  gave  His  people  spe¬ 
cial  physical  immunities  from  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  real  life,  wouldn't  everybody 
get  on  the  bandwagon— not  for  receiving 
God,  not  for  righteousness  sake,  but  for 
-enjoying  what  God  gives. 

That  would  be  like  acknowledging  you 
were  your  father’s  son  only  because  he 
writes  the  checks  or  like  marrying  some- 
one  for  money.  No,  in  all  these  relation¬ 
ships  there  must  be  more  than  “What’s 
,in  it  for  me”  and  more  than  “Does  it  feel 

good?”  Carl  W.  Franke 

v  Harvard,  Illinois 

Article  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined,  “  ‘Communion’ 
should  replace  union’  as  goal  of  ecu¬ 
menical  movement”  by  John  Swick  was 
'  outstanding  (see  UMR,  March  22). 

To  those  of  us  who  feel  our  church  is 
always  being  called  upon  to  compromise 
its  stand  for  the  power  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  accept  much  lesser  doctrines,  this 
article  was  refreshing. 

I  pray  that  the  Reporter  will  continue 
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to  have  the  courage  to  print  articles  by 
devoted  writers  who  speak  out  for  old- 
fashioned  “God  fearing,  devil  hating” 
sinless  living.  .  ...  „  , 

J.  W.  Hendrix 
Cameron,  Missouri 

Statement  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

This  refers  to  the  statement  in  the 
March  8  “My  Witness”:  “. . .  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  a  perfect  gentlemen.  He  comes 
at  our  invitation  to  do  exactly  as  we  ask 
and  no  more.” 

This  statement  seems  to  conflict  with 
John  6:44  and  15:16. 

W.  E.  Roberts 
San  Carlos,  California 

Bishops’  actions  puzzling 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  puzzled  by  the  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  defiance  of  the  laws  of  our 
country  by  some  of  our  United  Methodist 
bishops  and  lay  people  (see  UMR,  March 
15). 

Don’t  they  realize  that  they  never  had 
it  so  good?  They  are  lucky  that  they  can 
do  such  activities  here  in  the  United 
States  without  being  shot.  If  they  want  to 
demonstrate,  why  don’t  they  go  over  to 
Russia?  I  don’t  think  they  would  last 
very  long. 

Why  don’t  those  people  confine  their 
activities  to  saving  souls  in  their  own 
bailiwick?  Don’t  they  realize  that  our 
beloved  Maker  will  “take  care”  of  those 
countries  that  are  defying  the  laws  of 
God? 

Our  prayers  should  be  for  those  mis¬ 
guided  United  Methodists  who  are  mak¬ 
ing  all  this  fuss. 

Evan  L.  Fitzgerald 
Clarington,  Pennsylvania 

Call  me  ‘preacher’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Feb.  22  "Letters  to  the  Editor” 
is  a  note  from  G.  Weir  Hartment  head¬ 
lined,  “Don’t  call  me  preacher.” 

The  writer  expressed  indignation  at 
the  use  of  the  term  as  a  means  of  ad¬ 
dressing  United  Methodist  ministers.  I 
offer  this  reply  in  light  of  my  nearly  50 
years  as  a  Methodist  preacher. 

To  me  it  is  a  mark  of  esteem,  earned  as 
a  result  of  a  very  high  calling,  to  be  set 
apart  by  ordination  to  “preach  the  Word.” 

Too  many  are  called  “doctor"  who 
have  not  really  earned  it!  Others  are 
called  pastor  when  they  really  do  not 
measure  up  to  the  office  of  pastor.  But 
one  who  is  set  apart  by  the  calling  of 
God  and  the  designation  of  the  church 
has  a  right  to  bear  the  title  “preacher.” 

To  me  there  is  no  higher  title  or  privi¬ 
leged  appendage.  I  have  earned  degrees 
from  colleges  and  universities,  and  I  do 
not  choose  to  allow  their  use  as  related 
to  my  office  as  a  preacher. 

Across  all  these  years  I  have  appreci¬ 
ated  the  confidence  and  Christian  love 
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that  my  people  accord  me  when  they 
address  me  formally  or  informally  as 
preacher. 

I  have  expressed  the  desire  and  hope 
that  when  my  life  here  has  ended,  my 
simple  grave  marker  will  bear  plainly 
the  inscription,  “A  Preacher  of  the 

Word  "  Ralph  W.  Rivers 

Tampa,  Florida 

Don’t  call  him  ‘minister’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Call  them  "preachers”  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
22).  Call  them  "pastors.”  Call  them 
“clergy”  or  “clergymen”  or  "clergywo- 
man.”  Call  them  “ordained  ministers." 
But  don’t  call  them  “ministers.” 

Aren’t  we  all  ministers  according  to 
Paragraphs  104-107  and  111  of  the  1984 
Book  of  Discipline? 

William  H.  Millett 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina 

‘Unsettling’  issue  raised 

To  the  Editor: 

The  unsettling  issue  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  involvement  in  Nicaragua  has  been 
curiously  de-emphasized  by  the  recent 
bishops’  delegation  to  that  country. 

Immediately  upon  their  return,  the 
delegation  spoke  to  the  issue  of  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  involvement  in  Nicaragua. 
Let’s  assume  that  we  all  agree  that  the 
U.S.  government  should  resume  talks 
with  the  Sandinistas  and  continue  to 
withhold  support  from  the  contras. 

Let’s  focus,  then,  upon  United  Method¬ 
ist  agency  involvement  in  Nicaragua. 
Specifically,  consider  UMC  missionary 
support  for  the  Sandinista  party  both  in 
Nicaragua  and  through  missionary  par¬ 
ticipation  in  political  propaganda  tours 
in  the  United  States  on  behalf  of  the 
Sandinistas. 

It’s  bad  enough  that  our  mission  agen¬ 
cy  is  essentially  silent  about  Sandinista 
repression.  It’s  a  total  disgrace  that, 
while  billions  of  the  world's  people  re¬ 
main  unreached  by  the  Gospel,  UMC 
missionaries  are  using  scarce  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  funds  and  resources 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


for  Sandinista  partisan  support. 

There  is  compelling  witness  to  the 
long-standing  repressive  nature  of  the 
Sandinista  regime  from  Amnesty  Inter¬ 
national,  Freedom  House,  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
ference  of  Catholic  Bishops,  Humberto 
Belli,  Geraldine  Macias,  Archbishop  Mi¬ 
guel  Obando,  the  Permanent  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Human  Rights,  Miguel  Bolanos, 
Prudencio  Baltodano,  20,000  Miskito  ref¬ 
ugees,  Arturo  Cruz,  Eden  Pastora  and 
from  the  Sandinistas  themselves. 

In  the  face  of  credible  evidence  of 
Sandinista  repression,  UMC  denomina¬ 
tional  bodies  are  clearly  obliged  to 
“speak  against  those  around  the  world 
who  would  substitute  a  new  form  of  re¬ 
pression  in  the  name  of  revolutionary 
change”  as  directed  by  the  Resolution  on 
Religious  Freedom  adopted  at  General 
Conference  last  year. 

Instead,  we  have  engaged  in  a  grossly 
political  public  relations  effort  on  behalf 
of  the  Sandinistas.  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  evidently  so  enamored  of 
the  misguided  concept  of  liberation  the¬ 
ology,  so  desperately  intent  on  finding  a 
successful  working  example,  that  it  is 
willing  to  ignore  the  embarrassing  facts 
and  defy  the  expressed  will  of  General 
Conference. 

The  board  has  obviously  made  an  un¬ 
conditional  and  well  funded  buy-in  (with 
our  apportionments,  of  course)  to  the 
policy  statement  of  CEPAD  Executive 
Director  Gilberto  Aguirre  that  "We  not 
only  support  the  Sandinistas;  we  are  im¬ 
mersed  in  the  revolution.” 

United  Methodism’s  complicity  in  con¬ 
solidating  Sandinista  control  over  the 
people  and  institutions  of  Nicaragua  is  a 
sad  reality.  Given  arrogant  defiance  of 
the  agency  guidelines  set  by  General 
Conference,  what  alternatives,  other 
than  restricting  and  re-designating 
World  Division  apportionments  at  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  level,  are  available  to  those 
who  choose  not  to  be  accomplices? 

Harold  Haskins 

Puyallup,  Washington 


Bach:  Happy  birthday  to  great  man  of  God 


J.  S.  Bach  is  in  vogue  this  year,  pri¬ 
marily  because  the  300th  anniversary  of 
his  birth  is  being  celebrated  in  1985  (his 
actual  date  of  birth  was  March  21,  1685). 

Maybe  I’ll  get  tired  of  hearing  organ¬ 
ists  punish  some  of  the  great  man’s  fugues 
or  tired  of  hearing  choirs  wheeze  through 
some  of  his  cantatas.  But  I  doubt  it. 

Nor  do  I  expect  to  get  tired  of  joining 
in  congregational  singing  of  some  of 
Bach’s  treasures  as  near  to  us  as  "The 
Book  of  Hymns”  — particularly  the 
staunch  chorale  so  timely  during  this 
season,  “O  Sacred  Head,  Now  Wounded.” 

The  finest  insight  I  have  received  into 
why  Bach  and  his  music  have  endured 
through  the  centuries  came  recently 
from  the  splendid  American  flutist,  Eu¬ 
genia  Zuckerman.  Appearing  in  her  reg¬ 
ular  role  as  music  commentator  on  the 
CBS  “Sunday  Morning"  news  and  fea¬ 
tures  program,  she  said  Bach's  music  is 
history's  finest  example  of  science  and 
emotion  being  combined. 

Those  who  find  Bach  boring  or  dull  or 
pointless  or  repetitious  are  hearing  only 
the  “science”  in  his  work.  They  hear— or 
find  themselves  subjected  to— what 


seem  like  endless  I 
minutes  or  hours  of  I 
same-sounding  notes 
and  phrases. 

But  those  who 
weep  or  feel  shivers 
down  their  back  or  _ 
break  out  in  a  sweat 
when  they  hear  Bach 
being  well  performed  John  Lovelace 
are  hearing  —  and  feeling!  —  the  emotion. 

We  can’t  know  how  many  persons  may 
have  come  under  conviction  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  message  from  hearing  some  expert 
tenor  soloist  proclaim  the  words  of  the 
Evangelist  in  Bach’s  “Passion  According 
to  St.  Matthew.”  We  can't  know  what 
insights  into  mortality  anyone  gains 
from  a  performance  of  the  Bach’s  "Mass 
in  B  Minor”  or  what  exultation  one  would 
almost  have  to  feel  from  hearing  his 
“Magnificat.” 

It’s  not  important  to  quantify  results 
of  Bach's  legacy;  it  is  enough  to  know 
that  the  legacy  exists  and  that  it  will 
endure. 

My  wife  and  our  daughter  and  I  were 
discussing  recently  what  we  thought  ha.\ 


been  some  memorable  experiences  in 
our  lives  as  some-time  performers  or 
patrons  of  music.  And  without  prior  con¬ 
sultation,  my  wife  and  I  agreed  that  our 
hearing— and  feeling!— the  St.  Matthew 
Passion  some  years  ago  as  performed  by 
the  Chicago  Symphony  and  chorus  on  a 
Good  Friday  afternoon  and  evening  was 
one  of  the  most  memorable,  if  not  the 
most  memorable. 

But  his  greatness  is  equally  to  be  dis¬ 
covered  in  his  little  keyboard  exercises 
that  Bach  wrote  for  his  daughter,  Anna 
Magdalena  Bach,  and  in  his  partitas  for 
unaccompanied  violin  or  in  the  buoyant 
exuberance  of  his  Brandenburg  Concertos. 

Bach’s  spiritual  expression  was  so 
deep  that  it  mattered  not  whether  he 
was  writing  for  a  secular  or  a  religious 
text— or  to  no  text  at  all  as  in  the  case  of 
his  instrumental  works. 

Bach  signed  many  of  his  compositions 
with  the  Latin  phrase,  "Dei  soli  gloria." 
We  could  translate  that  “To  God  alone 
the  glory.” 

Happy  300th,  J.  S.  Bach,  great  man  of 
God! 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


because  it  is  never  fully  over.  It  is  the 
pain  of  death  but  without  the  death.  It  is 
a  pain  lodged  deep  in  the  human  soul,  a 
pain  of  being  separated  from  a  part  of 
us. 

Psychologically  you  are  in  limbo.  At 
least  with  death  you  get  on  with  life. 
With  separation,  you’re  constantly  ad¬ 
justing.  You  carry  your  context  with  you: 
the  feeling  of  tem¬ 
porariness,  of  a 
split  identity,  that  J 
makes  you  cautious  v; 
about  accepting 
love  that  might  also  fe 
be  taken  away. 

It  is  a  risk  to  get  $ 
close  to  another  hu- 
man  being,  even  « 
your  own  children,  Thomas  Pettepiece 
especially  knowing  that  you  will  have  to 
say  goodbye. 

For  me,  however,  being  close  has  been 
worth  the  pain.  Living  with  grief  has 
even  enhanced  my  appreciation  for  life 
itself.  But  for  many,  particularly  men,  it 
is  too  much,  and  they  withdraw  from 
frequent  contact  with  their  children. 

Sometimes  after  my  kids  have  left,  I 
remember  standing  with  Mother  Teresa 
in  Calcutta,  seeing  the  loneliness  in  the 
faces  of  the  orphans  who  would  have 
died  alone  in  the  streets  had  she  not 
accepted  them.  I  remember  how  she  qui¬ 
etly  reminded  me  that  there  is  loneliness 
in  every  heart. 

I  spend  a  lot  of  time  learning  to  prac¬ 
tice  inner  peace. 

Children  compensate  for  the  pain 
many  ways.  They  overachieve  or  under¬ 
achieve.  They  make  a  lot  of  friends  or 
stay  in  their  room.  They  learn  what  be¬ 
havior  is  expected  in  each  parent’s 
home.  They  find  numerous  ways  to  say, 
“Please  love  me  and  notice  me.” 

Once  a  letter  came  from  my  10-year- 
old  daughter  just  a  few  days  after  we 
had  said  goodbye  again.  She  described 
wanting  to  run  away  to  see  me.  I  felt  the 
intensity  of  her  pain  and  understood  why 


she  did  not  write  to  me  more  often. 

The  loss  experienced  in  this  goodbye' 
process  is  more  than  missing  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  other  parent.  It  is  a  loss  of 
environment,  of  culture,  of  relationships;' 
of  lifestyle  —  all  of  which  bring  consisten¬ 
cy  and  meaning  to  a  child’s  understand-! 
ing  of  the  world. 

Over  a  third  of  our  nation’s  children 
share  this  experience,  as  do  their  par-; 
ents.  They  live  on  your  block,  go  to  your 
church  and  school.  They  are  of  every 
color  and  economic  circumstance. 

It  is  easy  to  judge  or  ignore  their  prob- 
lems.  Even  people  who  want  to  help  usu¬ 
ally  hold  back,  not  knowing  what  to  do.’ 
They  forget  that  a  word,  a  look  or  a 
simple  kindness  can  convey  needed  un¬ 
derstanding,  and  more  importantly,  ac¬ 
ceptance. 

Kids  are  constantly  wondering  if  the 
world  is  a  friendly  place.  We  in  the 
church  should  show  them  that  it  can  be! 

Children  have  much  to  teach  us.  We  in 
the  church  should  create  opportunities  to 
talk— and  listen— to  them. 

The  Marthas  that  will  have  a  converj 
sation  with  a  child  on  a  plane  are  fewi 
and  far  between.  But  there  should  be 
Christians  everywhere  who  are  willing 
to  do  the  same  thing. 

My  children  lived  with  me  this  year; 
while  their  mother  was  a  thousand  miles 
away.  She  got  tired  of  hearing  them  ask 
why  they  didn’t  see  their  dad  more  often. 
Now  she  has  moved  back  to  this  area; 
tired  of  her  own  pain.  Instead  of  a  big 
goodbye  twice  a  year,  we’ll  have  lots  of 
little  ones. 

Either  way,  there  will  still  be  too 
many  goodbyes. 

"Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  Thomas  G.  Pettepiece,  lives  in 
San  Diego,  California,  and  is  on  special 
appointment  with  the  California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference. 


He  hovered  near  the  hill,  willing  his 
thought 

to  set  aside  the  sorrow,  giving  himself 
as  loving  father  cradling  his  child 
against  the  hurt;  unable  by  his  own 
words 

to  ease  the  pain,  for  he  had  vowed 
redemption  for  the  people.  Nor  could  he 
ignore 

that,  even  steeped  in  agony, 
the  son  found  strength  to  plead 
the  peoples’  cause.  All  he  could  do 
was  to  suspend  for  now  that  terror  time 
when  he  must  forsake  the  suffering 
sacrifice 

for  man  must  die,  and  there  could  be  no 
death 


Cfhe  Tather 

By  DOLORES  MALASCHAK 


while  God  and  man  were  linked. 

This  he  knew, 

and  felt  a  mounting  anger  for  the  mob 

who  would  not  see  the  double  depth  of 
love 

which  was  for  them. 

In  furious  wrath  he  hurled 
his  rage  against  the  land,  to  split  the 
rocks, 

to  make  the  people  fear  his  thunderous 
words: 

“Earth,  earth,  behold  your  King!” 

Then, 

spent,  he  wrapped  dark  clouds  about  his 
grief 

and,  with  enormous  love,  he  turned 
away. 


YOUR  IRA 
HELPS  OTHERS 
HAVE  A 

CHURCH  HOME 


Now  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  is  offering 
Individual  Retirement  Accounts  that  work  for  your  church 
while  working  for  you.  A  UMDF/IRA  currently  pays  9.5% 
per  annum. 

Dollars  invested  in  UMDF/IRA ’s  go  into  low-cost  loans 
to  local  congregations  for  building  programs. 

Send  for  information  about  this  new  opportunity  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  place  of  worship  for  others  while  building  your  financial 
security  and  cutting  your  1984  taxes. 


UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303,  U2 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115 

NAME 


ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


PHONE  NUMBER 


The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where  the  fund 
is  exempt  or  registered.  Call  collect  or  write  for  a  free  Prospectus  and 
further  information.  (Phone  212-870-3856) 


i 


APRIL  5,  HI85 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOS  ANGELES  —  One  of  United  Methodism’s  most  diverse  congrega¬ 
tions  will  host  a  nationally  televised  Easter  service  April  7.  The  church’s 
ministerial  staff  includes,  from  left,  the  Rev.  Chang  Soon  Lee,  associate 
minister  and  pastor  of  the  Korean  congregation;  the  Rev.  Djalma  Araujo, 
minister  of  evangelism  and  public  relations;  the  Rev.  Janet  Gollery 
McKeithen,  minister  of  education  and  youth;  Dr.  William  Boggs,  senior 
minister;  the  Rev.  John  S.  Rice,  minister  of  religion  and  the  arts;  and  the 
Rev.  Ralph  Crabbe,  minister  of  support  services. 

NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY  PHOTO 

Easter  service  set  on  TV 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES— Easter’s  relevance 
for  contemporary  men  and  women  is  the 
theme  of  the  Wilshire  United  Methodist 
Church  service  to  be  broadcast  Sunday. 

Designed  by  the  Rev.  John  S.  Rice, 
minister  of  religion  and  the  arts  at  Wil¬ 
shire  Church,  the  worship  experience  is 
being  produced  by  the  NBC-TV  Net¬ 
work  Religious  Unit. 

The  nationwide  broadcast  to  be  car¬ 
ried  by  93  television  stations  will  be 
listed  in  program  guides  as  "Easter  Is 
For  Everyone." 

The  hourlong  service  will  open  with 
a  procession  bearing  the  paschal  can¬ 
dle  into  the  church.  During  the  commu¬ 
nion  service  the  congregation  will 
proceed  to  the  rail,  singing  “One  bread, 
one  body.” 

Other  music  will  include  a  contem¬ 
porary  song, "Christ  Is  Risen"  by  West 
Coast  composer  Ron  Klusmeier  and  the 
church’s  Korean-  and  English-speaking 


choirs  singing  “Christ  Is  Risen!  Sing 
Alleluia."  Both  will  have  full  orches¬ 
tral  accompaniment. 

The  Rev.  William  Boggs,  the 
church’s  senior  minister,  said  the  ser¬ 
mon  will  reflect  his  belief  that  “the 
Resurrection  is  not  only  a  historic 
event  but  an  immediate  power  that 
brings  hope  and  healing  to  contempo¬ 
rary  people.” 

Noted  for  his  story-telling  ability, 
Mr.  Boggs  plans  to  open  with  a  story 
from  his  own  faith  experience.  Before 
entering  the  ministry,  he  was  in  Viet¬ 
nam  with  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps  and 
served  a  major  corporation  as  media 
account  executive  and  sales  manager. 

A  dramatic  reading  of  the  Gospel  les¬ 
son  (John  20)  will  be  given  by  profes¬ 
sional  actors  William  Frankfather  and 
Sally  Smythe  Godwin. 

Grants  from  three  United  Methodist 
sources  will  make  possible  closed  cap¬ 
tioning  for  hearing  impaired  viewers. 


National  consultation 
on  pornography,  values 

approved  after  debate 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— A  plan  to  hold  a  denom¬ 
inationwide  “conference  on  pornogra¬ 
phy,  violence  and  Christian  values"  met 
with  vigorous  opposition  before  finally 
being  approved  by  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
one  of  several  major  actions  here  March 
21-24. 

Board  members  were  more  in  accord 
on  an  action  related  to  the  sanctuary 
movement.  They  voted  for  the  agency  to 
join  groups  from  other  churches  as 
plaintiffs  in  a  suit  seeking  to  stop  the 
U.S.  attorney  general  from  further  pros¬ 
ecution  of  sanctuary  workers. 

The  94-member  board  also  voted  to 
initiate  a  “phone  chain”  in  each  annual 
conference  in  opposition  to  the  Reagan 
administration’s  policy  toward  Nicara¬ 
gua.  Phone  chain  callers  are  to  encour¬ 
age  local  congregations  to  contact 
members  of  Congress  urging  them  to 
vote  against  funds  for  “contra”  forces  in 
Nicaragua  and  to  support  the  so-called 
Contadora  peace  initiatives  to  end  the 
conflict  in  Nicaragua. 

The  second  full  meeting  of  the  board 
for  the  1985-88  quadrennium  was  held  at 
the  Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations 
across  the  street  from  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.  The  Church  Center  is  owned  by  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Initial  proposal  tabled 

The  church’s  social  action  agency 
agreed  to  sponsor  the  conference  on  por¬ 
nography,  tentatively  scheduled  for  Aug. 
23-24,  despite  objections  from  some 
board  members  that  the  meeting  should 
be  delayed  a  year  to  gain  input  from  a 
broader  base  of  church  members. 

An  earlier  proposal  for  such  a  confer¬ 
ence  had  been  tabled  at  the  board’s 
meeting  in  October  1984  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
19).  At  that  time  some  members  stated 
their  dissatisfaction  with  the  proposal’s 
“rough  draft”  quality. 

The  plan  that  the  board  eventually 


adopted  by  approximately  a  2-1  vote  was 
developed  in  the  intervening  months  by  a 
planning  committee  of  the  board’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Human  Welfare  in  cooperation 
with  Asbury  College  in  Wilmore,  Ky. ;  with 
the  unofficial  “Good  News”  caucus  head¬ 
quartered  in  Wilmore;  and  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Federation  for  Decency,  headed  by 
United  Methodist  minister  Donald  Wild- 
mon  of  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Proponents  called  the  conference  a 
needed  "positive  action”  to  address  the 
growing  pornography  industry  and  its 
“evident  negative  impact  upon  human 
beings.” 

Board  members  critical  of  the  plan 
cited  “real  philosophical  differences” 
among  various  groups  concerned  about 
pornography.  The  National  Federation 
for  Decency  was  named  as  one  group 
having  a  philosophy  toward  pornography 
different  from  some  in  the  church,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women. 

“Why  weren’t  COSROW  and  some  oth¬ 
ers  representing  a  different  point  of 
view  contacted?”  asked  Eleanor  Amico 
of  Edgerton,  Wis. 

Members  of  the  planning  committee 
expressed  a  willingness  to  invite  other 
groups  to  help  firm  up  plans  for  the 
event,  noting  that  the  board’s  Human 
Welfare  Department  had  directed  them 
to  cooperate  “with  all  possible  endors¬ 
ers,"  including  COSROW,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Federation  for  Social  Action. 

Cassandra  Johnson,  program  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  board’s  Human  Welfare  De¬ 
partment,  later  told  the  Reporter  that 
other  groups  were  not  contacted  earlier 
because  the  board  had  not  authorized 
“formal”  contacts  with  outside  groups. 

"We  decided  not  to  take  any  idea  to 
other  groups  on  a  formal  basis  until  our 
plan  had  the  approval  of  our  board  of 
directors,”  Ms.  Johnson  said. 

Ms.  Johnson  pointed  out  that  the  “out¬ 
side  groups”  named  as  cooperating  with 
Church  and  Society  in  the  development 
of  the  plan  (for  example,  Good  News) 
had  a  key  role  in  initiating  the  idea  and 


China  opens  door  to  non-missionary  teachers 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  a  major  new  opening,  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  China  has  agreed  to  allow  over¬ 
seas  churches  to  send  Christian  teachers 
to  that  country. 

U.S.  church  personnel  basically  have 
been  barred  from  China  since  Commu¬ 
nist  forces  took  control  in  1949. 

United  Methodist  and  other  U.S. 
church  agency  leaders— responding  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  opening— said  they 
hope  to  place  10  teachers  in  China  by 
September. 

Slots  not  for  missionaries 

Church  leaders  in  the  probable  “send¬ 
ing”  nations  are  emphasizing  that  the 
new  opening  is  not  for  evangelist  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  that  the  teachers  will  not 
be  working  directly  for  or  with  the 


church  in  China. 

The  U.S.  Christian  personnel  will  be 
teaching  English  in  state-run  schools  in 
the  Jiangsu  province  under  supervision 
of  a  new  entity  called  the  Amity  Founda¬ 
tion. 

However,  their  presence  in  China  will 
signify  a  growing  role  of  respectability 
of  the  church  in  Chinese  society  and 
strengthen  that  role,  religious  leaders 
told  the  Reporter  last  week. 

Chinese  Christians  initiated  the  Amity 
Foundation,  said  the  Rev.  Jiro  Mizuno, 
head  of  the  Asia /Pacific  Team  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  foundation  includes  some  non- 
Christian  government  people  as  well  as 
Chinese  Christians,  Mr.  Mizuno  said.  Chi¬ 
nese  Christian  leaders  have  said  they 
hope  to  establish  an  international  board 


of  advisers  for  Amity  that  will  include 
church  leaders  and  others  active  in 
fields  of  health,  education  and  welfare. 

Witness  of  lifestyle  foreseen 

Although  evangelism  won't  and  can’t 
be  the  purpose  for  sending  the  teachers, 
Mr.  Mizuno  said,  Christian  witness  un¬ 
doubtedly  will  be  shared  through  the 
lifestyle  and  personal  relationships  of 
the  Christian  teachers  with  students. 

Mr.  Mizuno  said  his  staff  will  propose 
to  his  board's  directors  at  their  meeting 
starting  April  15  that  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  contribution  be  $16,000  to  pay  sala¬ 
ries  of  four  of  the  10  teachers  and  $8,000 
to  cover  their  transportation  and  insur¬ 
ance.  The  teachers’  contracts  will  be  for 
one  year. 

“We  are  recruiting  applicants,”  he 
said. 


‘Something  bigger9  predicted  for  China 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  opening  in  China  for  U.S.  Chris¬ 
tian  teachers  (see  related  story  on  this 
page)  is  just  a  pilot  program  “for  some¬ 
thing  I  feel  will  be  much  bigger,”  says 
the  Rev.  Jiro  Mizuno,  head  of  the  Asia/ 
Pacific  Team  of  United  Methodism’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Several  recent  reports  indicate  a  flur¬ 
ry  of  activity  supporting  Mr.  Mizuno’s 
hopefulness: 

•  The  American  Bible  Society  an¬ 
nounced  March  21  that  the  United  Bible 
Societies,  of  which  it  is  a  member,  may 
soon  be  allowed  to  establish  a  modern 
printing  plant  in  China  to  publish  Bibles 
and  Christian  literature. 

The  plant  would  be  run  by  the  Amity 
Foundation,  the  same  Chinese  Christian- 
related  organization  inviting  the  over¬ 
seas  teachers. 

A  Bible  society  spokesman  explained 
to  the  Reporter  that  the  Chinese  govern¬ 
ment  has  been  printing  Bibles  in  China 
on  its  own  presses,  but  demand  far  out- 
.  strips  supplies. 

•  Chinese  government  authorities  have  in- 
‘  vited  the  small  Mission  Covenant  Church 


of  Norway  to  build  and  run  a  major 
university  for  12,000  students  in  the 
coastal  city  of  Zhan  Jiang  in  China's 
southern  Guangdong  province,  according 
to  the  World  Council  of  Churches'  press 
service. 

As  China  will  not  formally  deal  with  a 
mission  agency,  the  denomination  will 
set  up  a  Hong  Kong  foundation  for  the 
purpose.  The  10,000-member  denomina¬ 
tion  has  46  missionaries  in  Hong  Kong 
and  has  said  it  will  seek  money  for  the 
university  project  from  the  Norwegian 
government. 

The  initial  inquiry  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  came  through  a  businessman 
member  of  the  denomination  last  year 
and  was  being  discussed  by  church  lead¬ 
ers  last  week. 

Although  Christian  activities  will  not 
be  allowed  as  part  of  the  educational 
program,  the  denomination  said  it  will 
be  able  to  appoint  Christian  teachers  and 
build  a  church  on  campus. 

•  The  possibility  of  Indian  churches 
sending  missionaries  to  China  was 
broached  during  a  visit  to  India  by  Bish¬ 
op  K.  H.  Ting  just  before  his  press  confer¬ 


ence  in  Hong  Kong  announcing  the 
invitation  for  teachers.  He  is  president  of 
the  Chinese  Christian  Council  and  princi¬ 
pal  of  Nanjing  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  according  to  a  Religious  News 
Service  correspondent  in  New  Delhi. 

Members  of  the  Chinese  Christian  del¬ 
egation  at  meetings  and  press  interviews 
said  Christians  in  China  want  to  learn 
from  the  rich  experiences  of  Indian 
churches. 

Bishop  Ting  stressed  the  importance 
of  the  Chinese  church  being  responsible 
for  itself  and  truly  Chinese  in  character 
but  said  the  Chinese  church  "is  not 
against  missionaries.” 

•  All  is  not  open  or  easy  for  Christians 
in  China,  however,  as  illustrated  by  the 
release  last  week  of  an  Amnesty  Inter¬ 
national  report  on  religious  liberty. 

Amnesty  International  is  a  human 
rights  organization  commended  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Its  report  listed  China  as 
remaining  among  the  15  nations  espe¬ 
cially  repressive  of  its  citizens  on  the 
basis  of  religion. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


I  chose  a  Black 
College  because . . . 

“...teachers  provide 
personalized  education!’ 

“...of  its  national  science 
and  mathematics  reputation!’ 

“...it  offers  more 
leadership  opportunities!’ 


FOR  EXCELLENCE  IN  HIGHER  EDUCATION  CONSIDER: 

Bennett,  Dillard,  Paine,  Claflin,  Bethune-Cookman,  Huston-Tillotson,  Philander  Smith, 
Meharry  Medical,  Rust,  Clark,  Morristown,  Wiley. 

The  12  Black  colleges  related  to  The  United  Methodist  Church 

For  more  information,  contact:  Ms.  Una  H.  McCord,  The  Black  College  Fund.  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  RO.  Box  871.  Nashville,  TN  37202  0871 

SUPPORT  THE  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND 
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Kit  offers  ‘issues’  studies 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— “The  idea  got  started 
over  a  staff  lunch  one  day." 

That  was  how  Maxine  McKinney,  as¬ 
sistant  director  of  communications  for 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  described  the  origin  of  a  newly  pub¬ 
lished,  first-of-its-kind  set  of 
study /discussion  pamphlets  produced  by 
United  Methodism’s  social  action  agen¬ 
cy. 

Availability  of  the  pamphlets  was 
announced  here  to  Church  and  Society 
directors  at  their  annual  spring  meet¬ 
ing  (see  story  at  left). 

The  35-pamphlet  set,  entitled  "Faith¬ 
ful  Witness  on  Today’s  Issues,"  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  intended  “to  stimulate 
thought,  discussion  and  further  study"  by 
individuals  and  congregations  on  com¬ 
plex  and  sometimes  controversial  social 
issues.  The  issues— ranging  from  abor¬ 
tion  and  aging  to  racial  justice  and 


school  prayer— are  all  related  to  the 
church’s  “Social  Principles”  or  to  actions 
taken  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
and  subsequently  published  in  “The  Book 
of  Resolutions,”  Ms.  McKinney  said. 

Ms.  McKinney  said  that  to  her 
knowledge  this  is  the  first  time  the 
agency  has  attempted  to  give  some 
"study  substance”  in  pamphlet  form  to 
the  social  principles  and  resolutions 
rather  than  simply  reproducing  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  actions  in  pamphlet 
form. 

The  pamphlets  range  in  length  from 
8  to  36  pages.  Each  includes  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  an  issue,  questions  for  individ¬ 
ual  and  group  study  and  a  brief 
bibliography. 

The  set  can  be  obtained  for  $15  from 
Discipleship  Resources,  Order 
#CS5006,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Global  Ministries  will  consider  “basic 
Christian  character”  as  an  essential  at¬ 
tribute,  Mr.  Mizuno  said. 

He  listed  three  main  reasons  his  staff 
is  recommending  support  of  the  Amity 
Foundation: 

(1)  “We  want  to  promote  health,  edu¬ 
cation  and  social  service  work  in  China. 

(2)  "It’s  a  way  to  promote  understand¬ 
ing  and  friendship  with  China. 

(3)  “We  can  back  our  Christian  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  China.” 

Chinese  church  helped 

The  importance  of  the  foundation  in 
the  life  of  the  Chinese  church  was  de¬ 
scribed  at  a  press  conference  March  21 
in  Hong  Kong,  the  Reporter  was  told  by 
the  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll  Jr.,  Hong 
Kong  liaison  of  Global  Ministries’  China 
Program. 

Mr.  Carroll  said  Han  Wenzao,  Amity’s 
director,  listed  three  important  reasons 
why  Chinese  Christians  set  up  the  foun¬ 
dation: 

(1)  Chinese  Christians  want  to  play  an 
even  greater  role  in  their  nation’s  social 
development. 

(2)  They  want  other  Chinese  to  better 
understand  Chinese  Christians’  love  for 
both  faith  and  nation. 

(3)  They  want  to  strengthen  the  ecu¬ 
menical  sharing  of  resources  and  inter¬ 
national  people-to-people  relations. 

“With  the  waning  influence  of  the  Cul¬ 
tural  Revolution’s  ultra-leftists  (in  Chi¬ 
na),  it  is  now  possible  to  have  greater 
cooperation  between  religious  believers 
and  non-believers  in  an  atmosphere  of 
unity,  stability  and  social  progress,”  Mr. 
Han  said  at  the  Hong  Kong  press  confer¬ 
ence. 

Reflects  business  interest 

The  Chinese  government's  willingness 
to  allow  Amity  to  seek  teachers  of  for¬ 
eign  languages  from  churches  in  North 
America,  Japan  and  Germany  goes 
hand-in-hand  with  its  interest  since  1979 
in  participating  in  the  international  mar¬ 
ketplace,  the  Rev.  Franklin  Woo  told  the 
Reporter. 

Dr.  Woo,  head  of  the  China  Program 
of  the  U.S.  National  Council  of  Churches, 
said  his  office  will  pick  the  10  teachers  to 
be  sent  to  China  based  on  recommen¬ 
dations  from  member  denominations. 

All  must  be  Christians,  he  said.  “We 
want  them  to  explore  the  meaning  of 
faith  in  the  Chinese  society.” 

Screening  the  applicants  on  academic 
credentials  will  be  the  United  Board  for 
Christian  Higher  Education  in  Asia. 
Based  in  New  York  City,  the  ecumenical 
group  operated  more  than  a  dozen  Chris¬ 
tian  colleges  in  China  before  the  1949 
Communist  takeover.  Dr.  Woo  said,  and 
has  continued  to  work  in  other  Asian 
countries  even  though  shut  out  of  China. 

Some  persons  might  think  the  request 
for  teachers  is  a  departure  from  the  Chi¬ 
nese  Protestant  Church’s  much  heralded 
“Three  Self  Principle”  of  self-adminis¬ 
tration,  self-support  and  self-propaga¬ 
tion,  suggested  that  church’s  Bishop  K. 
H.  Ting  at  the  Hong  Kong  press  confer¬ 
ence. 

But  he  pointed  out  that  the  church  is 
not  requesting  help  for  itself  but  for  a 
humanitarian  project  that  is  not  a 
“church  organization  per  se." 

Bishop  Ting  is  chairman  of  the  Amity 
.  Foundation. 


thus  had  been  involved  from  the  outset  in 
the  planning. 

Meeting  in  Nashville  at  the  same  time 
as  their  social  concerns  counterparts, 
members  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  the  church’s  official  communi¬ 
cations  agency,  agreed  to  cooperate  with 
Church  and  Society  in  sponsoring  the 
pornography  conference. 

Officials  of  Asbury  College  have 
agreed  to  donate  meeting  space  and 
some  expenses  for  the  two-day  meeting. 

Suit  responds  to  arrests 

Besides  calling  for  a  halt  to  all  arrests 
of  sanctuary  workers,  the  suit  against 
the  attorney  general  in  which  the  board 
will  be  a  plaintiff  seeks  to  have  the  un¬ 
lawful  harboring  of  persons,  known  as 
the  “sanctuary  movement,”  declared  a 
legal  activity.  The  suit  also  seeks  to  bar 
U.S.  officials  from  arresting  and  deport¬ 
ing  persons  who  have  fled  from  El  Sal¬ 
vador  and  Guatemala  to  the  United  States 
until  hostilities  in  their  countries  have 
ceased. 

The  suit  is  a  response  to  recent 
stepped-up  government  action  against 
the  sanctuary  movement,  including  the 
arrests  in  January  of  16  church  persons 
working  in  that  movement.  Among  that 
group  were  two  United  Methodists.  Nine 
United  Methodist  congregations  have  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  will  provide  sanctuary 
for  Central  American  refugees. 

Some  50-60  individual  churches  have 
agreed  to  be  named  as  plaintiffs  in  the 
suit,  as  has  an  agency  of  the  American 
Baptist  Churches. 

The  suit  is  being  filed  at  no  cost  to  the 
plaintiffs  by  the  New  York-based  Center 
for  Constitutional  Rights,  self-described  as 
an  agency  that  provides  “innovative  legal 
support  to  progressive  movements." 

Commenting  on  joining  the  suit 
against  the  attorney  general,  board 
member  Leonard  Slutz,  a  lawyer  from 
Cincinnati,  said,  “We’re  sticking  our 
necks  out,  but  that’s  what  we’ve  got  to  do 
sometimes.” 

The  board  emphasized  that  action  in 
the  suit  is  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  not  the  action  of 


the  United  Methodist  Church.  Only  the 
church’s  General  Conference  can  speak 
and  act  for  the  denomination  as  a  whole. 

In  addition  to  favoring  direct  political 
action  against  administration  policy  in 
Nicaragua,  the  board  also  suggested  its 
members  work  with  their  annual  confer¬ 
ences  to  establish  a  “covenant  relation¬ 
ship”  with  a  "base  community”  in 
Nicaragua. 

“Base  communities"  were  described 
by  presenters  of  the  resolution  as  primar¬ 
ily  small  groups  of  Roman  Catholics  that 
meet  for  Bible  study  and  reflection  on 
how  to  put  Christian  faith  into  action. 

The  establishment  of  a  covenant  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  base  community  would 
involve  “the  commitment  to  pray  for  one 
another,  to  provide  the  opportunity  for 
face  to  face  relationships  through  the 
sending  of  delegations  from  each  annual 
conference  to  visit  the  base  community,” 
and  the  opportunity  for  sharing  both 
spiritual  and  material  resources,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  proposal. 

Board  staff  member  the  Rev  Robert 
McClean  said  the  idea  of  working  direct¬ 
ly  with  the  base  communities  “cuts  new 
ground.” 

Contraceptive  ads  approved 

In  other  action,  the  board  approved  a 
resolution  supporting  the  advertising  on 
television  of  “safe  and  efficient  nonpre¬ 
scription  contraceptive  products." 

The  resolution  said  that  such  ads 
should: 

•encourage  viewers  to  seek  advice 
and  help  from  health  professionals; 

•  give  accurate  and  clear  information 
about  the  product’s  effectiveness; 

•  provide  accurate,  “equivalent  term” 
comparisons  to  other  products; 

•  advise  viewers  to  read  package  in¬ 
structions  and  mention  any  waiting  period 
between  application  and  effectiveness ; 

•  suggest  the  product’s  use  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  responsible  relationships  ;  and 

•suggest  that  contraception  is  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  shared  by  men  and  women. 


Bishop,  ‘Good  News’  find 
agreement  in  ’86  gathering 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Denver  Area  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  and 
the  head  of  the  unofficial  "Good  News" 
caucus  jointly  announced  last  week  that 
“Good  News"  will  hold  its  annual  convo¬ 
cation  in  Colorado  Springs  next  year. 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II. 
"Good  News"  chief  executive,  and  Bish¬ 
op  Sano  have  carried  on  a  spirited  theo¬ 
logical  debate  since  last  November  via 
speeches,  press  releases,  letters  and 
magazine  and  newspaper  articles. 

Dr.  Heidinger  said  he  believes  cooper¬ 
ation  on  the  "evangelical”  caucus'  con¬ 
vocation  "will  open  new  channels  of 
understanding  between  the  bishop  and 
Good  News,  and  we  welcome  that ....  We 
appreciate  the  offers  of  staff  assistance 
from  Bishop  Sano,  our  recent  exchange 
notwithstanding.” 

Bishop  Sano  pledged  to  encourage 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  of¬ 
fices  to  support  “this  significant  and 
promising  event  in  the  Denver  Area." 

Friction  between  Bishop  Sano's  sup¬ 
port  of  liberation  theology  and  Dr.  Hei- 
dinger’s  criticism  of  it  flared  last  fall 
when  the  bishop  in  a  speech  accused  crit¬ 
ics  of  liberation  theology  of  blaspheming 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Dr.  Heidinger  in  a  press 
release  asked  for  an  apology  and 
charged  that  Bishop  Sano  wanted  to  bap¬ 
tize  violent  revolution. 

Heated  exchanges  followed.  Each  con¬ 
tinued  criticism  of  the  other  during  the 
last  two  months,  Dr.  Heidinger  in  a  Good 
News  magazine  editorial  and  Bishop 
Sano  in  a  widely  distributed  letter. 

The  “Good  News"  board  last  summer 
had  received  permission  from  First  UMC, 
Colorado  Springs,  to  have  the  July  7-10, 


1986,  convocation  there.  Dr.  Heidinger 
told  the  Reporter.  But  by  January  of  this 
year  after  the  public  friction  between 
the  congregation’s  bishop  and  “Good 
News,"  some  leaders  ol  the  church  and 
the  caucus  were  concerned  that  the  1986 
convocation  might  exacerbate  tensions. 

Dr.  Heidinger  said  the  Rev.  Gerald 
Trigg,  pastor  of  the  church,  still  felt  the 
convocation  would  be  a  positive  activity 
and  played  the  role  of  intermediary  that 
ironed  out  potential  problems.  Dr.  Hei¬ 
dinger  said. 

Signers  of  the  joint  announcement  last 
week  included  Dr.  Trigg.  He  said  he 
sought  assurance  from  Bishop  Sano  that 
he  would  look  upon  the  hosting  of  the 
convocation  as  a  step  toward  mutual  un¬ 
derstanding  He  said  he  sought  assurance 
from  Dr.  Heidinger  that  "Good  News” 
would  invite  Bishop  Sano  to  welcome  the 
convocation  and  to  have  dialogue  with 
the  group's  leadership. 

Both  assurances  were  given.  Dr.  Trigg 
said. 

Suzanne  Calvin,  editor  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  edition  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  asked  Dr.  Trigg 
about  risks  his  congregation  was  taking 
in  hosting  the  convocation. 

"Of  course  there  are  risks,"  he  said. 
“Each  party  involved  is  running  a  risk. 
The  people  involved  are  very  dedicated 
Christians  who  happen  to  see  some  mat¬ 
ters  differently.  And  as  Christians,  we 
all  believe  the  risks  are  worth  taking.  I 
look  forward  to  this  being  one  of  the 
more  significant  and  helpful  events  in 
our  church's  history." 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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UM  hospital  alliance  moves  nearer 


APRIL  5,  1985 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

TAMPA,  Fla  — Members  of  a  task 
force  representing  18  United  Methodist- 
related  health  care  institutions  say  they 
have  "hit  the  ground  running"  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  organize  an  alliance  of  United 
Methodist-related  hospitals. 

Meeting  here  in  late  March,  the  task 
force  of  six  administrators  heard  reports 
from  an  independent  hospital  consultant 
who  told  them  it  was  an  inevitable 
"trend  of  the  times”  for  health  care  fa¬ 
cilities  to  band  together.  He  said  their 
common  Methodist  heritage  sets  the 
groundwork  for  just  such  an  alliance. 

"There  are  several  organizations  that 
non-profit  hospitals  can  join,  but  if  this 
one  succeeds,  it  will  be  because  it  is 
•pure  Methodist,’  ”  said  John  Schill,  a 
consultant  with  Fort  Sanders  Manage¬ 
ment  Group  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

"There  wouldn’t  be  any  reason  for 
them  to  come  together  if  they  didn’t 
want  to  preserve  their  common  Method¬ 
ist  mission,"  the  Lutheran  layman  told 
the  Reporter  after  the  meeting. 

National  network  proposed 

Each  of  the  18  hospitals  has  put  up 
$2,000  to  fund  the  task  force  work,  in¬ 
cluding  hiring  the  consultant.  The  task 
force  members  say  the  proposed  "Meth¬ 
odist  Alternative  Hospital  Alliance” 
would  become  a  national  network  of 
United  Methodist  hospitals,  each  of 
which  could  benefit  from  cost-saving 
procedures  like  bulk-purchasing  and 
joint  capital  ventures. 

Nicaragua 


The  alliance  has  been  under  study 
since  April  1984.  Alliance  planners  em¬ 
phasize  this  was  seven  months  before 
Wesley  Medical  Center  in  Wichita,  Kan., 
was  sold  to  investor-owned  Hospital  Cor¬ 
poration  of  America  of  Nashville.  They 
also  say  that  formation  of  the  alliance  is 


in  no  way  motivated  by  fear  of  other 
such  purchases  of  UM-related  hospitals. 

The  final  meeting  of  the  alliance  task 
force  is  scheduled  in  mid-April  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.  Organizers  hope  to  begin 
some  alliance  procedures  by  June,  said 
the  Rev.  Robert  Howerton,  senior  vice 


Memphis  tells  HCA  Wo? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn. —Trustees  of 
Methodist  Health  Systems  here,  largest 
of  the  71  United  Methodist-related  hos¬ 
pitals,  voted  unanimously  March  27  not 
to  consider  selling  the  3,000-bed  system 
to  Hospital  Corporation  of  America. 

The  trustees  also  issued  a  resolution 
saying  "...  (the)  system  reaffirms  its 
commitment  to  provide,  in  response  to 
the  love  of  God  and  in  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ,  a  healing  ministry  to  be 
accomplished  .  through  an  active  and 
creative  relationship  between  the 
church,  physicians,  officers  and  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  system,  patients  and  the 
community. 

The  18-member  board,  composed  en¬ 
tirely  of  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
laity,  stressed  that  Methodist  Health 
Systems  "is  a  mission  of  the  North  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  Arkansas  and  Memphis  Con¬ 
ferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  such  a  mission  is  not  on  the 
sale  block,’’  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Howerton,  senior  vice  president  of  the 
hnsnital 


Very  little  discussion  preceded  the 
vote,  Mr.  Howerton  said,  because 
"there  was  never  any  serious  consider¬ 
ation"  that  the  13-hospital  system 
would  be  sold  to  a  for-profit  institution. 

“All  the  officers  here  are  thrilled  to 
death  that  we  have  that  kind  of  recom¬ 
mitment  from  the  church  to  this  insti¬ 
tution,”  Mr.  Howerton  said. 

Methodist  Health  Systems  had  main¬ 
tained  from  the  time  the  HCA  offer  be¬ 
came  public  that  no  serious 
consideration  would  be  given  to  the  pro¬ 
posal.  However,  interest  was  heightened 
by  the  fact  that  news  of  the  HCA  offer  to 
the  Memphis  group  came  on  the  heels  of 
a  decision  in  February  by  the  Kansas 
West  conference  to  go  along  with  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Wesley  Medical  Center  in  Wichita  to  sell 
that  facility  to  HCA  for  $265  million. 

Kansas  West  conference  officials 
have  said  they  will  use  the  $32  million 
the  conference  will  receive  as  its  share 
of  the  sale  to  develop  new  health  care 
ministries  in  that  area. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


Rebels’  ceasefire  plan  fails  to  garner  U.S.  church  interest 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Nicaraguan  "contras"  (rebels)  have 
proposed  a  cease-fire  in  their  bloody 
three-year  war  against  the  Nicaraguan 
government,  a  war  strongly  opposed  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  other 
U.S.  church  organizations. 

But  the  joint  proposal  by  military  and 
.  civilian  opponents  of  the  Nicaraguan 
government  apparently  has  garnered  no 
support  from  U.S.  religious  group  that 
•  have  been  working  for  peace  in  Nicara¬ 
gua,  the  Reporter  has  found. 

Most  religious  leaders  contacted  by 
the  Reporter  last  week  either  had  not 
heard  of  the  little-publicized  cease-fire 
proposal  or  had  dismissed  it  as  having  no 
chance  of  success. 


The  cease-fire  offer  was  announced  in 
Costa  Rica  last  month  by  Arturo  Cruz,  a 
major  presidential  candidate  in  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  November  1984  elections  who  with¬ 
drew  after  declaring  campaign  conditions 
unfair. 

When  the  now-ruling  Sandinista  Par¬ 
ty's  army  won  its  revolution  in  1979,  a 
ruling  junta  was  established  with  five 
members,  including  Mr.  Cruz.  He  later 
withdrew  from  the  government,  com¬ 
plaining  the  Sandinistas  were  undermin¬ 
ing  democratic  principles.  He  has  not 
been  associated  with  the  "contras." 

Several  U.S.  religious  leaders  said  last 
week  they  regard  the  cease-fire  proposal 
as  a  ploy  to  discredit  leaders  of  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  Sandinista  Party  government  by 
seeming  to  show  they  aren’t  interested  in 


Does  your  youth  group 
remind  you  of 
bumps  on  a  log? 


Anyone  who  works  with  young  people  knows  how  hard 
it  can  be  to  grab  and  maintain  their  attention  and  interest. 
That’s  why  Abingdon  Press  offers  The  New  Fun 
Encyclopedia.  For  more  than  40  years,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  recreation  leaders  have  made  The  Fun 
Encyclopedia  by  E.  O.  Harbin  the  classic  activities 
reference.  Now  completely  revised  and  updated  by  Bob 
Sessoms,  here’s  what  each  volume  offers: 

•  Volume  1-Games 

Bursting  with  over  500  games  for  every  age  level  and 
every  size  group,  this  volume  contains  ice-breakers,  ball 
games,  mind  twisters  and  more!  ISBN  0-687-27754-X 

•  Volume  2-Parties  and  Banquets 

Everything  you  need  for  a  successful  large  or  small  party, 
including  organization  suggestions,  theme  ideas  and 
delicious  recipes.  ISBN  0-687-27755-8 

•  Volume  3-Home  and  Family  Fun 

Outdoor  games,  guessing  games,  travel  games  and 
family  crafts  are  just  a  few  of  the  fun-time  activities  the 
whole  family  can  enjoy.  ISBN  0-687-27756-6 

•  Volume  4-Skits,  Plays,  and  Music 

Antics  for  all  ages  including  charades,  magic  puppets, 
action  songs  and  dramatic  games.  ISBN  0-687-27757-4 

•  Volume  5-Sports  and  Outdoor  Fun 

Hiking  and  picnic  ideas,  camping  and  water  games  are 
just  a  few  of  the  activities  that  will  make  your  group 
outing  a  smash  hit.  ISBN  0-687-27758-2 

Only  $47.50  per  set,  paper,  ISBN  0-687-27759-0 
or  $9.95  for  each  individual  volume. 
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peace.  Thus,  the  religious  leaders  said, 
the  ploy  builds  support  for  President 
Reagan’s  request  for  $14  million  in  aid 
to  the  “contras.” 

Sandinista  leaders  responded  to  the 
cease-fire  offer  by  refusing  to  allow  Mr 
Cruz  to  return  to  Nicaragua  to  present 
the  proposal. 

If  the  Sandinistas  have  not  responded 
positively  to  the  offer  by  April  20,  the 
six-page  proposal  states,  "the  possibili¬ 
ties  for  a  peaceful  resolution  of  the  na¬ 
tional  crisis”  will  be  terminated. 

Rebels  state  terms 

The  proposal  states  that  the  "contras" 
will  lay  down  their  arms  if: 

(1)  The  Sandinista  government  lifts  its 
state  of  emergency  decree  that  includes 
such  things  as  severe  press  censorship. 

(2)  "Absolute”  freedom  of  expression 
and  assembly  is  allowed  in  the  nation. 

(3)  The  government  grants  general 
amnesty  and  pardon  for  political  crimes. 

(4)  There  is  a  beginning  of  a  ‘‘nation¬ 
al  dialogue”  among  leaders  of  the  San¬ 
dinista  Party,  opposition  parties  and 
the  “contras”  to  address  concerns 
about  establishing  democracy  in  the 
nation.  The  Sandinista  government  of 
President  Daniel  Ortega,  elected  last 
fall,  would  continue  in  power  during 
the  dialogue  in  which  a  major  topic 
would  be  new  elections.  The  Catholic 
bishops  would  coordinate  the  dialogue. 

(5)  The  government  gives  full  protec¬ 
tion  of  "those  members  of  the  resis¬ 
tance  who  participate  in  the  dialogue, 
in  the  event  that  it  should  take  place  in 
Nicaragua.” 

The  only  major  support  for  the  cease¬ 
fire  has  come  from  the  Washington  Post, 
the  U.S.  State  Department  and  a  group 
called  Friends  of  the  Democratic  Center 
in  Central  America,  which  includes  as  a 
primary  director  John  Silber,  president 
of  United  Methodist-related  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Other  avenues  advocated 

Nora  Boots,  head  of  the  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  office  of  United  Methodism’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  questioned 
the  reasonableness  of  asking  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  leaders  to  sit  down  and  talk  with 
"contra”  leaders  who— according  to  a 
recent  New  York  Times  report,  she 
said— primarily  are  former  officers  of 
the  dictatorship  overthrown  in  1979 
She  said  the  best  way  to  peace  appears 
to  be  through  negotiations  for  all  of  Cen¬ 
tral  America  being  sponsored  by  what  are 
known  as  the  Contadora  nations— Venezu¬ 
ela,  Mexico,  Colombia  and  Panama 
Dennis  Marker  of  Witness  for  Peace,  an 
ecumenical  group  that  stations  U.S. 
Christians  on  the  Nicaraguan  border  to 
discourage  "contra"  attacks,  said  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  ceasefire  proposal  merely 
attempts  to  take  the  emphasis  away  from 
the  Contadora  process  that  U.S.  church 
peace  groups  have  strongly  backed. 

At  United  Methodism’s  Church  Center 
for  the  United  Nations,  staff  member  the 
Rev.  Robert  McClean  said  the  ceasefire 
offer  has  provoked  no  discussion  among 
church  and  other  peace  groups  in  the  New 
York  political  community  related  to  the 
United  Nations. 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick,  who  headed  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’ 
delegation  to  Nicaragua  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
25  and  Feb.  1)  said  he’d  heard  nothing  of 
the  cease-fire  proposal  and  did  not  want 
to  comment  until  he  has  studied  it  He 
noted  that  the  moderate  Catholic  Bishop 
Carlos  Santi,  who  had  impressed  the  del¬ 
egation  with  his  desire  for  peace,  had 
stressed  the  importance  of  all  Nicara¬ 
guans  being  willing  to  sit  down  and  talk 
with  each  other. 

Tom  Quigley,  Latin  American  adviser 
for  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  in  the  United  States,  said  U.S. 
Catholic  bishops  have  not  commented  on 
the  cease-fire  offer.  He  said  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  public  statement  from  Nicaragua’s 
bishops,  however,  calling  for  dialogue  as 
the  path  to  reconciliation.  “We  want  to  be 
reconcilers.”  the  statement  said. 


president  of  Methodist  Health  Systems  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  a  13-hospital,  3,000-bed 
system  that  is  the  largest  of  the  71  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  hospitals. 

Mr.  Howerton  said  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  church  is  related  to  more  hospitals 
than  any  other  Protestant  denomination 
in  the  United  States. 

"There’s  a  lot  we  can  do  collectively 
that  we  can’t  do  individually,”  he  added. 

‘Potential  is  great’ 

“The  potential  is  great,"  agreed  Dr 
Robert  Willner  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  in  a 
telephone  interview. 

United  Methodist-related  hospitals 
represent  some  of  the  largest,  most  tech¬ 
nically  advanced  hospitals  in  the  nation, 
Dr.  Willner  said.  If  they  work  together, 
the  result  could  be  an  “amazingly  strong 
program  for  health  and  welfare  minis¬ 
tries  in  the  (United  Methodist)  church.” 

Dr.  Willner  has  been  part  of  the  alli¬ 
ance  task  force  from  its  beginning.  He 
said  the  interested  hospitals  chose  to 
work  separately  from  the  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  because 
they  wanted  to  form  their  own  hospital 
group,  whereas  his  association  repre¬ 
sents  institutions  in  child  care,  nursing 
homes,  etc. 

"We’re  in  an  age  of  networking.  Any 
stand-alone  facility  is  going  to  have  a 
tough  time  making  it— particularly  hospi¬ 
tals.  I  think  these  hospitals  are  making  the 
right  move  by  |  taking  advantage  of  the 
connectional  system  and  joining  together 
on  these  projects,"  Dr.  Willner  said. 

Dr.  Charles  Ewell,  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  American  Health 
Care  Systems  based  in  San  Diego,  Calif.,, 
the  largest  association  of  not-for-profit 
multi-hospital  systems,  spoke  to  the 
group.  He  strongly  urged  them  to  remain 
not-for-profit  institutions. 

Absentee  landlord  unwanted 

"Hospitals  don’t  want  to  give  away  the 
keys  to  an  absentee  landlord,”  he  said  to 
the  Reporter,  referring  to  the  recent  sale 
of  several  church-related  hospitals  to  in¬ 
vestor-owned  hospital  corporations.  “It’s 
too  unpredictable.  They  (investor-owned 
hospitals)  have  to  answer  to  Wall  Street. 
If  a  hospital  isn’t  measuring  up,  you  can 
bet  they  are  going  to  cut  services  or 
close  the  hospital. 

"There’s  a  fundamental  difference  be¬ 
tween  these  guys  (the  UM-related  hospi¬ 
tal  administrators)  and  the  for-profit 
hospitals,”  he  said.  "(Church-related) 
hospitals  are  out  to  earn  net  proceeds  so 
they  can  provide  community  services. 
For-profit  hospitals  will  provide  commu¬ 
nity  services  as  long  as  they  know  it  will 
eventually  bring  in  a  profit.” 

Dr.  Ewell  said  that  because  the  health 
care  industry  is  changing  at  such  a  rapid 
pace,  it  has  become  inevitable  for  inde¬ 
pendent  hospitals  to  “combine  or  be 
bought  out.”  “Very  few  hospitals  will  be 
able  to  stand  alone  much  longer,”  he  said. 

But  teaming  up  with  other  hospitals 
doesn’t  necessarily  mean  giving  up  local 
autonomy,  he  stressed.  “There  are  alter¬ 
natives  to  selling  out,”  he  said,  referring  to 
the  United  Methodist  hospital  alliance. 

“These  groups  can  offer  the  same  ad¬ 
vantages  (bulk  purchasing,  etc.),  and  they 
can  retain  their  local  autonomy,"  he 
said.  That’s  particularly  important  to 
church-related  hospitals  who  want  to 
stay  in  the  health  care  business  as  a 
mission  but  must  look  for  alternatives  in 
the  financial  arena  of  staying  in  the 
highly  competitive  health  care  arena. 

The  organizing  alliance  will  represent 
8,500  beds  and  $1  billion  in  assets,  Mr. 
Howerton  said. 


GREER,  S.C.  —  For  eight  years  in  a  row.  United  Methodist  and  Roman 
Catholic  congregations  here  have  shared  Lenten  services  in  facilities 
shared  by  the  Methodists  with  the  Catholics.  Leading  services  this  year 
are  the  Rev.  Jane  Hall  and  the  Rev.  Leigh  Lehocky. 
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UM,  Catholic  congregations 
share  facilities,  seasons 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

GREER,  S.C.— The  colorful  Lenten 
banner  in  the  sanctuary  of  Grace  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  here  does  double 
duty.  So  does  the  church  building. 

The  United  Methodist  congregation 
shares  both  the  banner  and  the  church 
with  the  Blessed  Trinity  Catholic  con¬ 
gregation. 

Even  the  lawn  of  this  church  about 
10  miles  south  of  Greenville,  S.C.,  does 
double  duty.  It  prominently  displays 
yard  signs  of  both  congregations. 

On  Sundays,  while  the  150-member 
Catholic  congregation  is  in  its  educa¬ 
tion  program,  the  200-member  United 
Methodist  congregation  is  in  worship 
service,  and  vice  versa.  The  shared 
Lenten  banner  and  church  facilities  are 
only  two  of  the  tangible  signs  of  coop¬ 
eration  that  has  developed  during  the 
past  10  years  of  the  United  Methodist- 
Catholic  relationship.  Another  is  the 
joint  celebration  of  Advent  and  Lent. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Jane  Hall,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Grace  UMC,  the  joint  recognition 
of  the  religious  seasons  was  a  "natural 
evolvement.” 

“The  United  Methodist  church  and 
the  Catholic  church  are  both  liturgi¬ 
cal,”  she  said.  “Once  we  began  to  dis¬ 
cuss  how  we  observed  those  seasons,  we 
discovered  that  we  had  many  things  in 
common  such  as  Ash  Wednesday  and 
Maundy  Thursday  worship  services. 

"There  are  times  when  we  see  the 
distinct  differences  in  our  faiths,  but 
we  don’t  argue  about  them.  We  build  on 
our  similarities.” 

Ms.  Hall  recalled  that  one  difference 
was  obvious  at  a  recent  joint  Ash 
Wednesday  service.  "I  was  the  preach¬ 
er  and  a  Catholic  priest  served  as  the 
liturgist,”  she  said.  “That  was  probably 
the  first  time  the  Catholic  congregation 
had  attended  a  service  led  by  a  woman, 
but  they  responded  favorably.” 

Equally  enthusiastic  about  the  shar¬ 
ing  of  faiths  and  facilities  is  the  Rev. 
Leigh  Lehocky,  who  leads  the  Catholic 
congregation.  He  told  a  South  Carolina 
newspaper  the  two  congregations  have 
found  a  life  together.  ’ ’ 


For  the  past  eight  years  the  two  con¬ 
gregations  have  sponsored  combined 
Lenten  events.  This  year,  men  of  both 
congregations  prepared  pancakes  for  a 
Shrove  Tuesday  dinner  (the  Tuesday 
before  Ash  Wednesday).  Also  the  con¬ 
gregations  sponsored  six  weekly 
noontime  joint  worship  services  featur¬ 
ing  speakers  of  other  faiths  on  the  six 
Fridays  leading  up  to  Easter.  These 
worship  services  were  accompanied  by 
a  sacrificial  meal  of  soup,  bread  and 
water.  The  Maundy  Thursday  and  Good 
Friday  service  and  a  children’s  Easter 
egg  hunt  were  also  combined. 

"Together  we  came  up  with  the  idea 
of  exchanging  small  wooden  crosses 
between  congregations  as  an  additional 
Lenten  activity,”  Ms.  Hall  added. 
"Each  cross  bears  a  name,  and  the  re¬ 
cipient  is  expected  to  pray  for  the  per¬ 
son  whose  name  is  inscribed  on  the 
cross.” 

This  happy  congregational  sharing 
will  come  to  an  end  soon.  In  June  the 
Catholic  congregation  will  move  into  its 
own  building  a  few  miles  down  the  road. 
Both  groups  hope  that  the  move  will  not 
signal  the  end  of  their  10-year  relation¬ 
ship. 

Ann  McCord,  a  Catholic,  coordinates 
joint  events  between  the  congregations. 
Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Catholic  con¬ 
gregation,  she  said,  "We  are  grateful 
for  the  hospitality  shown  to  us  over  the 
past  10  years.  We  have  all  learned  that 
Christians  can  work  together,  despite 
our  differences." 

The  Rev.  Mickey  Fisher,  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  South  Carolina 
conference  council  on  ministries,  is 
very  familiar  with  the  United  Method¬ 
ist-Catholic  sharing  in  Greer  and  calls 
it  a  “beautiful  experience  for  both 
churches." 

Mr.  Fisher  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
sharing  of  facilities  is  not  only  good  for 
the  congregation  members  but  that  it 
has  a  positive  impact  on  the  communi¬ 
ty.  "Such  relationships  allow  the  com¬ 
munity  to  see  unity  between  religious 
groups  so  that  they  can  rid  themselves 
of  fear  and  anxiety  concerning  reli¬ 
gions  that  are  different  from  their 
own." 


the  church  today 


Two  agencies’  executives 
elected  by  mail  ballots 

DAYTON,  Ohio— The  General  Council 
on  Ministries  has  confirmed  mail  ballot 
elections  of  three  United  Methodist  exec¬ 
utives. 

Elected  are  Barbara  R.  Thompson  as 
general  secretary,  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  and  a  three-person 
general  secretariat  for  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Wom¬ 
en— Nancy  Grissom  Self,  Kiyoko  Kasai 
Fujiu  and  Geneva  L.  Harton-Dalton.  Ms. 
Harton-Dalton  is  new  to  the  staff. 

Chief  executives  of  United  Methodist 
general  agencies  are  nominated  by  their 
respective  agencies  but  are  elected  by 
members  of  the  general  coordinating 
council  here. 

METHESCO  president 
Buford  Dickinson  dies 

DELAWARE,  Ohio  —  The  Rev.  Bu¬ 
ford  A.  Dickinson,  president  of  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio,  died  in  a  Co¬ 
lumbus  hospital  March  22  of  cancer. 

He  had  headed  the  school  just  under 
four  years,  during  which  time  three  de¬ 
gree  programs  were  established. 

Memorial  services  were  held  on  the 
campus  March  25. 

Louisiana  pastor  named 
Gammon  seminary  president 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— A  leading  Louisi¬ 
ana  pastor  and  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Publications  has 
been  named  president  of  the  church’s 
only  historically  black  theological  semi¬ 
nary  here. 

The  Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  pastor  of 
Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  will  take  the  helm  July  1 
at  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  retired  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen, 
chairperson  of  Gammon’s  board  of  trust¬ 
ees,  and  head  of  the  search  committee. 

He  replaces  the  Rev.  Major  J.  Jones 


who  is  retiring  after  18  years  as  presi¬ 
dent-dean  of  the  seminary. 

Black  caucus  to  move 
from  Atlanta  to  Dayton 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.  (UMNS)— The 
national  headquarters  of  Black  Method¬ 
ists  for  Church  Renewal  will  move  to  the 
United  Methodist  Building  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  later  this  year. 

Directors  of  the  denomination’s  black 
caucus  affirmed  the  move  from  Atlanta 
during  its  18th  annual  meeting  here 
March  20-23. 

A  site  selection  committee  had  been 
studying  possible  relocation  of  the  na¬ 
tional  office  since  early  1984. 

The  Rev.  John  G.  Corry,  vice  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  caucus,  said  the  move  to  Day- 
ton  was  decided  after  “extremely 
cautious"  study.  "We  felt  there  would  be 
definite  advantages  in  being  in  the  same 
building  as  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,"  he  explained. 

Pensions  board  to  distribute 
$45  million  ‘extra’ 

ALBUQUERQUE.  N.M.  (UMNS)— The 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  voted  here  March  21  to  distribute 
an  additional  $45  million  this  year  to 
annual  conferences  and  pastors  and  lay 
employees  covered  under  the  pension 
plan  it  administers. 

For  the  seventh  consecutive  year  the 
board  has  voted  a  distribution  of  pension 
benefits  above  the  base  6.5  percent  annual 
interest  to  its  conference  and  individual 
accounts.  The  bonus  brings  the  annual  in¬ 
terest  payment  for  1985  to  10  percent,  The 
addition  results  from  the  board’s  $1.7  bil¬ 
lion  investments.  Net  assets  increased  by 
$151  million  during  1984. 

Television  ministry 
gets  first  director 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  television 
and  telecommunication  effort  developed 


to  "equip  the  United  Methodist  Church 
for  its  ministry  in  the  information  age" 
has  a  director. 

The  Rev  Keith  A.  Muhleman,  director 
of -communications  ministries  for  the 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference,  will  as¬ 
sume  the  newly  created  position  with 
United  Methodist  Communications  here 
June  1. 

The  “TV-T"  program,  approved  by  the 
denomination's  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  has  three  components: 

•  development  of  a  weekly  half-hour 
United  Methodist  cable  television  pro¬ 
gram 

•assistance  to  annual  conference  in 
developing  video,  TV  and  cable  pro¬ 
gramming 

•assistance  to  local  churches  in  tell¬ 
ing  their  stories. 

Field  service  director 
leaving  Church  and  Society 

WASHINGTON -Board  of  Church  and 
Society  directors  at  their  recent  meeting 
here  expressed  appreciation  for  Ms. 
Carolyn  Minus,  departing  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  for  field  service.  .  ; 

Ms.  Minus  will  leave  the  agency  jn 
June  after  seven  years  to  move  to  Ohio 
to  pursue  personal  interests  as  part  of  a 
"self-created  sabbatical,"  she  said. 

An  intensive  churchwide  search  for 
her  successor  is  underway. 
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Fhe  Old  Rugged  Cross  ’ 

Famed  composer  shares  story  behind  song  with  young  journalist 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  “The  Old  Rugged  Cross”  comes  out 
on  top  or  near  the  top  of  almost  every  poll  of  Ameri¬ 
cans’  favorite  hymns.  The  following  story  tells  of  an 
interview  years  ago  with  the  composer  of  that  hymn. 

By  RAYMOND  M.  VEH 

As  a  young  editor  in  the  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church,  it  was  my  privilege  to  interview 
George  Bennard,  author  of  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross.” 

He  was  preaching  nightly  in  an  evangelistic  center 
in  our  city.  At  our  invitation  he  sat  for  an  interview. 

We  learned  that  he  was  bom  in  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
lived  for  some  years  in  Iowa  and  was  converted  in  a 
little  Gospel  mission  in  Cleveland,  an  experience  that 
colored  the  rest  of  his  life. 

His  evangelistic  career  opened  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Soon 
he  joined  the  Salvation  Army  and  became  an  officer. 
With  his  young  Salvation  Army  wife  he  carried  the 
"Army’s”  Gospel  program  to  heart-hungry  men  and 
women  in  Chicago,  Rock  Island,  Sycamore  and  De- 
Kalb,  Ill.  But  he  found  his  favorite  calling  in  revival 
preaching  and  singing. 

Later  Mr.  Bennard  resigned  from  the  "Army”  and 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  That  was 
the  beginning  of  his  broader  ministry. 

As  he  sat  across  the  desk,  we  observed  that  he  was  a 
remarkably  well  preserved  man  in  his  60s.  His  finely 
carved  features  revealed  a  person  with  both  a  spiritu¬ 
al  and  mystical  temperament.  His  head  was  crowned 
with  a  wealth  of  snow-white  hair.  It  has  often  been 
noted  that  his  face  and  form  strikingly  resembled 
pictures  of  John  Wesley. 

Today  we  know  that  George  Bennard  wrote  more 


than  125  hymns,  none  so  well  known  as  "The  Old 
Rugged  Cross.” 

“How  did  you  come  to  write  that  famous  hymn?”  we 
asked. 

"I  scarcely  know,”  answered  the  humble  author. 
“Most  people  think  there  must  be  a  thrilling  story 
connected  with  its  composition.  But  it  was  somehow 
born  within  me  and  had  to  be  expressed. 

"The  theme  of  the  hymn  had  been  with  me  for 
months.  I  couldn’t  get  away  from  it. 

"Finally  one  cold  night,  each  note  seemed  to  stand 
out  before  me  as  if  coming  straight  from  the  Infinite. 
It  was  scribbled  on  a  scrap  of  paper,  a  melody  winged 
from  heaven  and  captured  in  the  notes  for  men  to 
reproduce. 

"While  the  theme  and  tune  were  given  to  me,  I  had 
to  struggle  and  strive  and  suffer  for  the  words.  I  felt 
the  weight  of  that  cross  through  the  severe  tests  I 
endured.  It  was  God’s  way.  Out  of  grieving  and  bur¬ 
dened  hearts,  mortal  truths  are  often  wrought. 
Through  my  sorrowful  episodes  I  was  getting  a  vision 
of  the  reality  of  the  cross." 

The  hymn’s  first  rendition  was  in  a  little  parsonage 
kitchen  in  a  small  Michigan  town  in  1913  where  Mr. 
Bennard  was  conducting  meetings  for  a  friend,  the 
Rev.  L.  0.  Bostwick. 

Coming  into  the  kitchen  just  before  the  evening 
meal,  Mr.  Bennard  announced  completion  of  the  song. 

"Let’s  hear  it,”  said  the  hostess.  In  that  humble  at¬ 
mosphere  “The  Old  Rugged  Cross”  was  first  heard. 

The  spiritual  truth  expressed  in  the  hymn  captured 
the  minds  of  the  pastor  and  his  wifp  “Von  havp  mrit- 


ten  a  hymn  that  will  bless  millions  and  bring  multi¬ 
tudes  to  Christ,”  said  Mr.  Bostwick.  "Let  me  help  you 
get  it  printed  at  once.” 

Its  success  was  instant.  Sensing  its  soul-winning 
power,  the  Homer  Rodeheaver  Hymnbook  Publishers 
bought  the  copyright  at  a  nominal  sum.  Soon  phono¬ 
graph  records  were  made,  and  millions  learned  the 
melody  and  words. 

When  radio  came  into  popularity,  the  song  achieved 
new  widespread  triumphs.  One  early  popular  Sunday 
evening  radio  program  was  that  of  Seth  Parker  and 
his  “Jonesport  Neighbors."  When  Mr.  Parker  asked  his 
listeners  for  their  favorite  hymn,  40,000  radio  fans 
responded  with  “The  Old  Rugged  Cross"  heading  the 
list. 

In  1930  Homer  Rodeheaver  attended  the  famed 
Oberammergau  Passion  Play  in  Europe.  He  met  An¬ 
ton  Lang,  who  gained  world  fame  for  his  role  of  Christ 
in  the  Passion  Plan  during  several  decades. 

Mr.  Lang  asked  Mr.  Rodeheaver  to  sing  “The  Old 
Rugged  Cross.” 

“Ah,”  said  Mr.  Lang  when  the  solo  was  finished. 
“That  song  sums  up  in  the  most  marvelous  way  the 
entire  message  we  are  trying  to  put  into  the  Passion 
Play  that  takes  eight  hours  to  present.” 

Mr.  Bennard  lived  to  experience  his  song  becoming 
worldwide  in  its  use.  He  profited  little  in  a  financial 
way  from  his  composition.  But  he  affirmed  to  us  his 
happiness  to  have  given  to  the  world  a  song  that 
makes  penitents  grope  to  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  find 
there  a  satisfaction  that  will  permit  them  to  "ex¬ 
change  it  some  day  for  a  crown." 


Sharpeville  massacre 
remembered  in  arrests 


Easter  practices  vary 


By  SUZANNE  P.  CAMPBELL 
Greece 

Greek  people  dye  eggs  for  Easter, 
either  in  the  traditional  red  or  one  of  a 
variety  of  colors  that  have  come  to  be 
popular.  They  carry  a  dyed  egg  in  their 
pocket  and  use  it  in  a  unique  Easter 
greeting.  Upon  meeting  a  friend  on  the 
street,  each  person  taps  his  egg  against 
the  other’s  and  says,  “Christ  is  risen!” 

England 

On  Maundy  Thursday,  the  Thursday 
before  Easter,  the  Queen  of  England 
distributes  money  in  colored  leather 
bags  to  a  group  of  pensioners.  There  is 
one  pensioner  for  each  year  of  the 
Queen’s  life.  The  custom  began  long 
ago  when  the  King  or  Queen  used  to 
give  food  and  clothing  to  the  poor  and 
wash  their  feet  in  emulation  of  Christ. 

Ethiopia 

Christians  in  this  African  nation  kill 
an  unblemished  lamb  and  prepare  it 
for  their  Fassiga  (Easter)  dinner.  The 
meal  follows  40  days  of  fasting  during 
which  Ethiopia’s  Coptic  Christians  eat 
no  meat,  milk  or  butter.  On  Easter 
Eve,  Coptic  Christians  gather  outside 
their  churches  for  an  all-night  vigil 
where  they  pray,  sing  and  worship  until 
sunrise  Easter  morning. 

Germany 

Many  German  homes  have  an  "egg 
tree”  made  from  pussy  willow 
branches  placed  in  a  large  vase  near 
the  front  door  and  hung  with  decorated 
eggs.  The  eggs,  saved  from  year  to 
year,  are  blown  out,  ornamented  with 
wax  designs  and  dyed,  often  with  onion 
skins.  The  wax  designs  show  white 
against  the  light  yellow  dye. 

Germans  take  traditional  Easter 
foods  such  as  ham,  bread,  eggs  and  salt 
to  their  pastors  for  an  Easter  blessing. 
These  blessed  foods  are  placed  in  a 
special  napkin  and  offered  to  guests 
during  the  Holy  Season. 

New  Zealand 

In  New  Zealand,  because  the  seasons 
are  reversed  from  those  in  the  States, 


Easter  comes  at  the  end  of  summer 
rather  than  in  the  spring.  The  weather 
is  pleasant,  and  the  Maori  (Polynesians 
who  originally  settled  this  island  na¬ 
tion)  hold  a  national  cultural  competi¬ 
tion  over  the  Easter  weekend.  Tra¬ 
ditional  songs  and  dances  are  per¬ 
formed.  Great  care  is  taken  that  each 
piece  of  a  costume,  each  dance  step 
and  every  word  of  each  song  is  authen¬ 
tic.  Points  are  lost  for  any  diversion 
from  tradition.  The  Maori  are  con¬ 
cerned  lest  any  of  their  children  forget 
the  ways  of  their  ancient  culture. 

Because  such  an  immense  gathering 
of  people  could  not  fit  into  any  church, 
the  Easter  worship  service  is  held  out¬ 
doors. 

U.S.A. 

The  traditional  Easter  egg  roll  at  the 
White  House  is  held  the  Monday  after 
Easter.  All  children  are  invited,  but 
adults  are  not  admitted  unless  escorted 
by  a  child.  The  custom  was  begun  by 
President  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  in  1878. 

Many  Americans  attend  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  sunrise  Easter  morning.  Some 
gather  outdoors  at  such  places  as  the 
Hollywood  Bowl  in  California  or  the 
Punchbowl  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

India 

Among  the  Santal  tribe  of  Northeast 
India,  the  festive  Easter  meal  might 
include  goat  meat,  a  rare  treat,  cooked 
into  a  kind  of  stew  and  served  over 
rice.  In  addition,  there  would  be  a  veg¬ 
etable  curry  and  “dal,”  legumes  cooked 
in  a  sauce,  which  is  the  principal  source 
of  protein  for  the  Santal. 

The  tradition  best  remembered  by 
one  missionary  who  spent  10  years  with 
the  Santal  was  the  gathering  at  3  a.m. 
Easter  morning  of  the  colorfully 
dressed  Indian  Christians  at  the 
church.  From  there  they  would  walk 
through  the  village  to  awaken  the  peo¬ 
ple  singing  “Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen 
Today.”  The  procession  always  ended 
at  a  single  grave  next  to  the  church 
that  represented  the  tomb  of  Christ, 
empty  on  this  day  of  resurrection. 


Dear  Deborah 


How  do  I  handle  neighbor? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  a  neighbor  who  is  90  years  old. 
She  used  to  be  a  lovely  person,  and  I 
enjoyed  being  with  her.  Now  she  is  crab¬ 
by  and  cantankerous  and  difficult  to  be 
with.  I  know  she  can’t  help  this  and 
needs  friends  and  a  friendly  person  to 
talk  to  more  than  ever.  I  feel  guilty  when 
I  don’t  run  over  to  see  her  often,  and  yet  I 
find  this  more  difficult  all  the  time.  How 
do  I  handle  this? 

S.L. 

Dear  S.L.: 

Apparently  you  understand  that  your 
neighbor  cannot  help  her  deteriorated 
condition  whatever  its  cause.  Why  not 
decide  just  how  much  you  can  handle. 


perhaps  a  drop  in  once  or  twice  a  week? 
Then  make  your  visit  short  and  upbeat 
and  try  to  focus  her  attention  on  some¬ 
thing  other  than  her  usual  obsessions 
(whatever  they  are). 

From  other  readers  I  hear  of  children 
who  have  parents  who  have  drastically 
changed  in  old  age.  This  is  a  serious 
situation  that  can  happen  to  any  of  us. 
However,  you  need  not  feel  guilty  if  you 
show  her  you  care  about  her  in  a  way 
that  YOU  can  handle  emotionally.  If 
you  allow  a  feeling  of  guilt  to  hang  over 
your  head  constantly,  you  will  damage 
yourself  and  your  own  family.  Make  a 
plan,  and  carry  it  out. 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  A  senior  police  officer 
walked  over  to  a  TV  camera  crew  stand¬ 
ing  behind  blue  wood  barriers  in  front  of 
the  office  building  at  425  Park  Ave. 

"Why  are  there  so  many  of  you  here 
today?”  he  asked. 

After  all,  said  the  officer,  protests  in 
front  of  the  South  African  consulate,  a 
nearly  daily  occurrence,  had  been  going 
on  for  months.  And  today’s  wasn’t  one  of 
the  more  impressive  showings  —  in 
terms  of  numbers  or  faces  that  would  be 
instantly  recognizable  on  the  6  o’clock 
news. 

There  was  a  touch  of  sarcasm  in  the 
officer’s  voice:  "What’s  so  special  about 
today?  I  thought  you  guys  had  given  up 
on  covering  these  things  months  ago.  ’  ’ 

Before  long,  the  microphones  and 
cameras  were  on,  and  the  Rev.  Edwin  G. 
Mulder,  a  genial  but  earnest  blue-eyed 
man  with  tousled  graying  hair  and  a  tan 
trench  coat,  was  explaining  “what  is  spe¬ 
cial  about  today”  and  what  set  this  pro¬ 
test  apart  from  all  the  others  of  recent 
months. 

Dr.  Mulder,  chief  executive  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  America,  told  report¬ 
ers  he  and  other  Reformed  clergy  and 
laypersons  had  picked  this  day,  March 
21,  to  make  their  witness  in  front  of  the 
consulate  because  it  was  the  25th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  "Sharpeville  Massacre.” 
It  was  a  remembrance  of  the  day  when 
several  thousand  blacks  gathered  in  the 
South  African  township  of  Sharpeville  to 
protest  the  apartheid  law  that  required 
them  to  carry  passes.  On  that  day,  police 
killed  69  of  the  unarmed  demonstrators 
and  wounded  180. 

Became  marker  in  history 

Sharpeville  became  a  marker  in  the 
tragic  history  of  South  Africa,  an  effort 
to  bring  change  by  non-violent  methods 
that  was  followed  instead  by  "ruthless 
consolidation  of  white  power,”  as  colum¬ 
nist  Anthony  Lewis  wrote  in  the  New 
York  Times  on  the  anniversary  date. 

Members  of  the  346,000-member  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  America  —  the 
oldest  organized  denomination  in  North 
America  —  and  of  their  more  conserva¬ 
tive  sister  church,  the  224,000-member 
Christian  Reformed  Church,  are  a  bit 
embarrassed  about  their  kinship  with 
their  “cousins”  in  the  white  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  South  Africa.  They 
seem  more  comfortable  these  days  re¬ 
lating  to  the  black  and  mixed-race  Re¬ 
formed  bodies  there. 

White  Dutch  Reformed  theologians 
formulated  the  theological  doctrine  that 
underlies  South  African  apartheid,  and 
prominent  members  of  the  government 
are  mostly  members  of  the  church  that 
is  in  effect  “the  Nationalist  Party  at 
prayer.” 

In  contrast,  the  two  American  Re¬ 
formed  groups  have  declared  apartheid 
a  heresy  and  have  divested  holdings  in 


banks  and  corporations  doing  business  in 
South  Africa. 

For  the  Reformed  church  folk,  white 
and  black,  who  came  to  demonstrate  at 
the  consulate  on  the  Sharpeville  anniver¬ 
sary,  it  was  an  especially  poignant  occa¬ 
sion  because  earlier  that  day,  South 
African  police  had  opened  fire  on  4,000 
black  demonstrators  marking  the  anni¬ 
versary  in  a  township  near  Port  Eliza¬ 
beth.  Seventeen  demonstrators  were 
killed. 

By  coincidence,  17  is  the  number  of 
Reformed  Church  members  who  offered 
themselves  for  arrest  here. 

When  about  20  people  had  gathered, 
Dr.  Mulder  began  the  orientation.  He  told 
the  group  that  when  he  visited  South  Af¬ 
rica  in  1980,  he  had  visited  a  respected 
white  Reformed  foe  of  apartheid,  the 
Rev.  Beyers  Naude,  who  recently  was 
released  from  a  seven-year  banning  or¬ 
der,  a  virtual  house  arrest,  and  who  had 
just  become  general  secretary  of  the 
South  Africa  Council  of  Churches. 

Neutrality  impossible 

Mr.  Naude,  he  said,  told  him  three 
things:  “  ‘1.)  There  is  an  undeclared  war. 

2. )  It  is  impossible  to  remain  neutral. 

3. )  It  is  important  for  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  the  international  community  to 
stand  together  in  the  struggle.’  ” 

Some  of  his  words  were  almost 
drowned  out  by  the  noise  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Howard  was  making.  Mr.  Howard 
was  using  a  staple  gun  to  attach  long 
sticks  to  protest  signs. 

Mr.  Howard,  a  young  Baptist  minister 
who  heads  the  RCA’s  Black  Council, 
said,  “I  hope  you  won’t  fight  over  the 
signs.  We  have  only  four.” 

Sonya  Omulepu,  Mr.  Howard’s  assis¬ 
tant,  had  just  left  to  deliver  to  police  the 
names  of  those  who  were  presenting 
themselves  for  arrest. 

Following  the  preliminaries,  "We  will 
gather  at  the  door  (of  the  consulate)  with 
our  arms  locked,”  instructed  Mr.  How¬ 
ard.  The  police,  he  said,  then  would  place 
them  under  arrest,  read  them  their 
rights,  put  them  in  the  paddy  wagon  and 
take  them  to  the  station  house  of  the 
precinct  “about  three  blocks  south  of 
here.” 

"You  will  be  presented  with  a  court 
appearance  date.  Up  to  now,  the  charges 
have  been  dropped  ‘in  the  interests  of 
justice.’  ” 

The  charge,  he  added,  would  be  "disor¬ 
derly  conduct  —  a  misdemeanor  —  real¬ 
ly  a  very  minor  charge,  a  little  different 
from  the  sacrifice  made  by  the  people 
we  are  here  to  represent.” 

Dr.  Mulder  also  stressed  that  it  was  a 
very  small  thing  that  they  were  doing, 
but  as  they  bowed  for  prayer,  he  asked, 
"that  we  might  be  a  voice,  even  if  it  is  a 
voice  in  the  wilderness.”  They  were 
there  to  demonstrate  "not  because  it  is 
the  ‘in'  thing  to  do,”  he  said.  “It  comes 
out  of  our  deep  commitment  to  justice  in 
South  Africa.” 

Sign  sticks  not  allowed 

Almost  immediately,  one  policeman 
instructed  the  church  folk  to  take  the 
sticks  off  their  picket  signs.  "Why?”  a 
reporter  asked.  A  tall  young  unsmiling 
policeman  said:  “The  city  of  New  York 
does  not  permit  demonstration  signs 
with  sticks  because  they  are  potentially 
dangerous  to  other  people.  And  to  me.” 

The  demonstrators  walked  around  in  a 
circle.  "Free  South  Africa.  Down  with 
apartheid,"  they  chanted.  Some  of  the 
men  were  carrying  their  briefcases. 

There  were  six  policeman  in  front  of 
the  building  now,  including  one  female 
officer. 

One  of  the  TV  crews  prepared  to  pack 
up  and  go.  and  the  cameraman  from  the 
other  station  said,  "What?  Are  you  leav¬ 
ing  here  before  us?" 

"Nothing’s  going  to  happen  here,"  said 
the  one  who  was  ready  to  go.  “These  are 
church  people.” 

In  the  end,  the  TV  crews  stayed.  The 
17  volunteers  for  arrest  paraded  in  an 
almost  liturgical  procession  up  to  the 
doors  of  the  building.  They  linked  arms, 
smiled  and  stood  closer  together  so  ev¬ 
eryone  could  get  into  the  picture. 


NEW  YORK— Celebrities  from  around  the  world  recently  helped  celebrate  the  40th  anniversary  of  Guideposts 
magazine.  From  left  are  actress  Lillian  Gish,  magazine  founder  Norman  Vincent  Peale  and  TV  personality  David 
Hartman.  religious  news  service  photo 


PAGE  5 


“On  a  hill  far  away...”  begins  the  popular  hymn,  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross,” 
subject  of  the  story  at  left.  One  such  hill  bearing  such  a  cross  is  this  one  near 
Garrison,  N.Y.,  north  of  New  York  City.  A  small  Catholic  monastery  is 
nearby.  religious  news  service  photo 


Booh  Review 

Psychologist  reveals  how 
to  make  anger  into  ally 


"Make  Anger  Your  Ally”  by  Neil  Clark 
Warren;  Doubleday  and  Co..  Inc., 
Garden  City,  New  York.  $13.95,  211 
pages. 

By  C.E.  PEEPLES 

Can  you  imagine  a  Ph.D.  in  psycholo¬ 
gy  from  the  University  of  Chicago,  the 
former  dean  of  the  Graduate  School  of 
Psychology  at  Fuller  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  a  practicing  clinical  psychologist 
writing  a  book  so  free  from  technical 
terms  that  the  average  reader  can  fully 
understand  it?  Dr.  Neil  Clark  Warren  did 
that  in  “Make  Anger  Your  Ally.” 

The  book  is  a  busy  person’s  Bible.  It  is 
divided  into  71  chapters.  One  can  read  a 
chapter  each  day  in  a  very  brief  time 
and  have  a  fresh  thought  daily  for  more 
than  two  months.  It  is  an  ideal  book,  not 
only  for  counselors  but  for  anyone  who 
wants  to  direct  his  or  her  emotions  of 
anger. 

Dr.  Warren  has  a  new  definition  of 
anger.  It  is  simply  a  physical  and  power¬ 
ful  state  of  readiness.  It  is  neutral;  the 
way  we  respond  is  either  to  make  anger 
our  ally  or  to  respond  to  it  destructively. 

There  are  several  wrong  ways  to  re¬ 
spond.  Aggressive  anger  is  nearly  al¬ 
ways  negative.  Letting  anger  out 
explosively  may  result  in  personal  em¬ 
barrassment,  damaged  relationships, 
end  of  friendships,  significant  job  conse¬ 


quences,  damage  to  property,  runaways, 
guilt,  divorce,  anxiety  and.  in  extreme 
cases,  personal  injury  or  death. 

Again,  society  trains  us  to  turn  anger 
on  ourselves.  It  is  perfectly  proper  to 
say,  "What  a  lousy  shot!”  but  never  to 
say,  "I  hit  a  forehand  magnificently.” 

Some  misuse  anger  by  becoming  sar¬ 
castic  and  using  a  dozen  ways  to  act 
funny  but  always  to  do  in  another  per¬ 
son.  They  are  always  funny  at  someone 
else’s  expense;  they  throw  out  darts  that 
become  barbed  wire  with  dozens  of 
sharp  "pricks"  designed  to  rip  and  tear 
and  "chew  on  your  insides.”  Anger  is  a 
state  of  arousal.  Hostility  is  an  attitude. 
Hate  is  hardened  hostility. 

How  to  use  anger  constructively  may 
be  the  best  part  of  the  book.  Do  you  want 
to  demean  the  other  person?  How  do  you 
get  what  you  want  from  this  encounter, 
and  what  is  better  for  both?  Learn  to 
think  under  stress. 

Dr.  Warren,  like  Carl  Jung  and  some 
others,  feels  that  after  the  techniques 
are  learned,  it  is  the  dynamics  of  a  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  unconditional  love  that  en¬ 
ables  one  to  know  the  joy  of  forgiving. 

Dr  Peeples  is  president  emeritus  of 
Lon  Morris  College  in  Jacksonville.  Tex¬ 
as.  and  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


History  of  Hymns 

Israel’s  deliverance  used 
as  triumphant  verse  base 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Come,  ye  faithful,  raise  the  strain 
Of  triumphant  gladness: 

God  hath  brought  his  Israel 
Into  joy  from  gladness; 

Loosed  from  Pharaoh's  bitter  yoke 
Jacob's  sons  and  daughters; 

Led  them  with  unmoistened  foot 
Through  the  Red  Sea  waters. 

The  original  Greek  hymn  was  written 
by  John  of  Damascus,  one  of  the  last  of 
the  early  fathers  of  the  Eastern  Church 
(Greek  Orthodox).  John  was  born  into  a 
wealthy  family.  His  father  was  financial 
adviser  to  the  Caliph  Abd-el-Melik,  who 
built  at  Jerusalem  the  mosque  called 
"Dome  of  the  Rock,"  which  stands  on  the 
site  of  Solomon’s  Temple.  John  was- 
named  for  the  city  where  he  was  born. 

A  staunch  defender  of  the  orthodox 
faith,  John  of  Damascus  urged  the  use  of 
pictures  and  images  in  the  church  as 
devotional  and  worship  aids  though  this 
practice  was  opposed  by  other  church 
leaders. 

The  hymn  from  the  8th  century  was 
written  for  St.  Thomas’  Sunday,  the  first 
Sunday  after  Easter.  The  biblical  back¬ 
ground  is  drawn  from  God’s  deliverance 
of  the  Children  of  Israel  from  bondage  in 
Egypt,  who  crossed  the  Red  Sea  with 
"unmoistened  foot”  into  the  Promised 
Land. 

Against  the  picture  the  hymn  declares 


Christ's  resurrection,  the  deliverance 
from  the  bondage  of  the  grave: 

'Tis  the  spring  of  souls  today; 
Christ  hath  burst  his  prison. 

And  from  three  days'  sleep  in  death 
As  a  sun  hath  risen. 

The  last  decades  of  John’s  life  were 
spent  as  a  monk  at  Mar  Saba,  near  Jeru¬ 
salem.  Here  in  the  spartan  life  of  the 
monastery  he  studied,  wrote,  and 
preached.  He  was  known  as  the  "golden 
orator.” 

The  hymns  of  the  early  Greek  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  caught  the  attention  of 
translators  in  the  Church  of  England  in 
the  mid-19th  century.  Most  significant  of 
these  was  John  Mason  Neale,  whose  En¬ 
glish  version  of  this  hymn  by  John  of 
Damascus  is  "Come,  Ye  Faithful,  Raise 
the  Strain." 

Sing  it  joyfully! 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Look.  Ye  Saints,  the  Sight  Is  Glorious" 


Poem  of  the  week 

The  little  things 

A  mind  that  shuns 
the  little  things 
may  slight  the  still 
small  voice  of  God. 

-EDWARD  A  GLOEGGLER 


/ 
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1985  Summer  Camp  Schedules 


Camp  Istrouma 

Date 

Group 

Director 

June  17-21 

Elementary  I  (5-6) 

Rev.  Larry  Robinson 

P.  O.  Box  148 

Clinton,  La,  70722 

June  21-23 

Senior  High  Weekend  I 

Rev,  Pleasant  Sibley 

12250  Pendarris  Lane 

Walker,  La,  70785 

June  24-28 

Junior  High  I 

Rev.  Brady  Foreman 

P.  O.  Box  138 

Watson,  La  70786 

July  1-5 

Elementary  II  (6-7) 

Rev.  Ira  Robinson 

922  Main 

Franklin,  La.  70538 

July  15-19 

Methodist  Home 

Rev.  Steve  Fleming 

Hospital  Camp 

3900  St.  Charles  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  La.  70115 

July  22-26 

Elementary  III  (5-6) 

Rev.  Larry  Stafford 

Rt.  1,  Box  360 

Baker,  La.  70714 

July  26-28 

N.  0.  Houma/N  0.- 

Mr.  Larry  Lewis 

Slidell;  Junior 

1309  Whitney 

High-Senior  High 

Gretna,  La.  70053 

July  29- 

Elementary  IV  (6-7) 

Rev.  Tim  Lawson 

August  2 

Box  156 

Luiing,  La.  70070 

August  5-9 

Junior  High  II 

Rev.  Tom  Howe 

360  Robert  Road 

Slidell,  La.  70458 

August  30- 

Family  Camp 

Mon  Wilks 

September  2 

P.O.Box  333 

Greenwell  Springs, 

La.  70739 

Caney  Conference  Camp 

Date 

Group 

Director 

June  10-14 

Senior  High 

Rev.  Pat  Culligan 

P.  O.  Box  156 

Plain  Dealing,  La.  71046 

June  17-21 

Junior  High  Camp  I 

Rev.  Larry  Norman 

2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  La.  71301 

June  24-28 

Elementary  Camp  I 

Rev.  Terral  Lowe 

P.  O.  Box  357 

Homer,  La.  71040 

July  1-6 

Senior  High 

Lorris  Wimberly 

Christian  Community 

Rt.  1,  Box  36-A 

Experience 

Arcadia,  La.  71001 

July  8-12 

Junior  High  Camp  II 

Larry  Holladay 

520  Herndon 

*» 

Shreveport,  La.  71101 

Julyl5-19 

Elementary  Camp  II 

Rev.  John  Oldham 

P.  O.  Box  189 

Bernice,  La.  71222 

July  22-26 

Junior  High  Camp  III 

Jane  Cooper 

201  John  Wesley  Blvd. 
Bossier  City,  La.  71112 

July  29- 

Elementary  Camp  III 

Rev.  Ray  Holt 

August  2 

600  Lincoln  Road 

Monroe,  La.  71203 

Camp  Brewer 

Date 

June  17-21 

July  22-26 

Group 

Elementary  I 

Director 

Rev.  Carl  Bray 

2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  La.  71301 

Rev.  Steven  Bearden 

Junior  High 

306  Tioga  Road 

Pineville,  La.  71360 

August  5-9 

Elementary  II 

Rev.  John  Lee 

1600  Horseshoe  Drive 
Alexandria,  La.  71301 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

Date 

Group 

Director 

May2-Junel  Buffalo  River  Canoe 

Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith 

Trip 

816  Kirkman  Street 

Lake  Charles,  La.  70601 

June  24-28 

Elementary  I  Camp 

Rev.  Franklin  J.  Clastak 

P.  O.  Box  297 

Kinder,  La.  70648 

July  12-14 

Senior  High  Camp 

Rev.  Wayne  G.  Taylor 

501  E.  Sale  Road 

Lake  Charles,  La.  70605 

July  22-26 

Junior  High 

Dr.  W.  Spiller  Milton 

P.  O.  Box  1064 

Crowley,  La.  70527 

July  29-31 

Camp  First  Time 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  William  A. 
Rowell,  Jr. 

521  South  Fifth  St. 

Eunice,  La.  70535 

August  12-16  Elementary  II 

Rev.  Douglas  R.  Foreman 

308  N.  Parkerson 

Rayne,  La.  70578 

Caney  Lake 
Minden 


Brewer 

Alexandria 


Lake  Charles  District 
LeBlanc 


Istronma 
Baton  Ronge 
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Christian  Residential  Education 


All  Fees  must  be  Paid  In  Full  before 
the  group  departs. 

All  Property  Damage  to  grounds  and/ 
or  facilities  will  be  charged  to  the  group. 

No  Pets  are  permitted  in  camp. 

All  Cars  must  be  parked  in  the  parking 
areas. 

No  drinking  of  Alcoholic  Beverages  or 
use  of  Drugs  is  allowed  in  camp. 

No  Smoking  is  allowed  on  camp 
grounds. 

A  definite  Lights  Out  time,  not  later 
than  Midnight,  must  be  set  and  observed 
by  all  campers. 

Adult  Counselors  are  required  for  all 
children  and  youth  groups  with  at  least 
one  in  every  cabin. 


Each  group  must  set  and  clear  tables 
at  each  meal. 

Each  group  is  required  to  keep  the 
grounds  and  facilities  clean. 

Furniture  must  not  be  moved  from 
one  building  to  another  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Resident  Director.  Anything 
that  is  moved  must  be  replaced  by  the 
group  before  departure. 

Each  group  must  furnish  its  own 
sound,  projection,  athletic,  or  other 
equipment. 

IT  IS  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF 
THE  PERSONS  IN  CHARGE  OF  EACH 
GROUP  TO  INFORM  ALL  MEMBERS 
OF  THESE  CAMP  RULES. 


By  Kathy  Trotter 

“Camping"  has  been  an  effective 
vehicle  for  Christian  growth  and 
nurture  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  most  of  this  century.  Its 
essential  value  continues  today.  But 
the  multitude  of  inspirational  and 
educational  camp,  conference,  and 
retreat  experiences  for  persons  of 
all  ages  can  no  longer  be  adequately 
described  by  the  term  “camping.'' 

This  very  specialized  form  of  min¬ 
istry  resembles,  right  now,  a  crusta¬ 
cean  that  must  “molt”  because  it  has 
outgrown  its  “shell."  The  range  of 
experiences  and  types  of  facilities 
have  so  expanded  to  accommodate 
the  needs  of  Information  Age  per¬ 
sons  that  "camping"  simply  does  not 
describe  the  scope  of  this  ministry.  A 
more  adequate  designation  ...  a 
new  “shell”  with  room  to  grow  and 
mature  ...  is  Christian  Residential 
Education. 

The  Nature  of  Christian 
Residential  Education 

“Christian  Residential  Education” 
is  an  appropriate  designation  for  the 
many  programs  of  nurture,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  outreach  held  in  various 
kinds  of  community  settings.  The 
persons  ministered  to  may  be  eight 
or  eighty,  or  anywhere  in  between. 
The  accommodations  may  be  porta¬ 
ble  and  temporary;  or  they  may  re¬ 
flect  thousands  of  dollars  of  capital 
investment.  Participants  may  bring 
sleeping  bags  and  wash  dishes,  or  be 
served  by  maids  and  waiters.  Group 
members  may  lounge  in  blue  jeans, 
or  attend  sessions  in  formal  office 


attire.  The  curriculum  may  be  in¬ 
tense  and  formal,  or  it  may  be  a 
loosely  structured  fellowship  time. 

Christian  Residential  Education 
embraces  the  spectrum  of  intention¬ 
ally  designed  programs  —  camps, 
conferences,  seminars,  academies, 
assemblies,  institutes,  retreats, 
workshops,  outdoor  trips  . . .;  held  in 
a  variety  of  facilities  —  residential 
camps,  R.V.  or  wilderness  camp¬ 
grounds,  conference  centers,  retreat 
centers,  education  centers  . . .;  but 
bound  together  by  the  following 
unique  characteristics: 

1.  Christian  Residential  Education 
(CRE)  provides  an  opportunity  to 
care  for  the  needs  of  the  whole  per¬ 
son  —  physical,  emotional,  spiritual 
—  in  a  family-like  setting. 

2.  CRE  creates  a  community  with¬ 
in  which  values  can  be  modeled,  and 
new  behavior  tested. 

3.  CRE  allows  persons  to  have  sus¬ 
tained  contact  with  the  learning  pro¬ 
cess,  enhancing  the  impact  of  the 
learning. 

4  CRE  provides  freedom  from 
normal  distractions  and  influences, 
and  encourages  persons  to  fully  en¬ 
counter  the  present  agenda. 

5.  CRE  provides  a  controlled  set¬ 
ting  conducive  to  experiential  learn¬ 
ing,  increasing  the  liklihood  that  the 
new  growth  will  be  fully  integrated 
into  the  learner's  life. 

For  most  of  us,  this  axiom  is  true: 

I  hear ...  I  forget; 

I  see  ...  I  remember; 

I  do  ...  I  understand. 


CAMP 


AXD 


GROW 


United  Methodist 
Camping 


Rules 
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Camp  Brewer,  1984  Alexandria  District,  Elementary  II. 


Youth  enjoy  summer  camp  activities. 


What  To  Bring 


Bible,  notebook  and  pencil 

Pillow  and  bedroll  or  sleeping  bag 

Insect  repellant  (rub  on  type) 

Flashlight 

Rainwear 

Swimsuit 

Toiletries  (Toothbrush,  soap,  etc.) 


Towels  and  washcloths 
Sunscreen  or  lotion 
Smiles 

Please  leave  at  Home 
Radios,  tape  players,  T  V. 

Practical  jokes  (shaving  cream,  etc.) 


Health  Form 

A  DOCTOR’S  CERTIFICATE  IS  NOT  REQUIRED.  This  form  is  to  be 
completed,  signed  by  parent  or  guardian,  along  with  your  Registration  form. 
Later  health  information  can  be  brought  to  Camp  when  you  come. 

1.  List  any  activity  that  should  be  restricted: _ 

1.  List  any  allergies  the  camper  has: _ 

3.  List  all  medications  the  camper  must  bring,  with  instructions: 


4.  List  medications  to  which  the  camper  is  allergic:. 


5.  Give  name  and  telephone  number  of  a  friend  or  relative  who  may  be  called 
if  you  are  not  at  home  during  the  camping  session: 


6.  List  date  of  last  tetanus  immunization  (must  be  current): 


Health  statement:  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge, - 

is  in  good  health,  has  not  been  exposed  to  any  infectious  disease  within  the  past 
three  weeks,  and  is  able  to  participate  in  all  camp  activities,  within  limitations 
as  listed  above. 

I  HERE  GIVE  MY  PERMISSION  FOR  _  TO  BE 

TREATED  BY  ANY  PHYSICIAN  CHOSEN  BY  THE  CAMP  DIRECTOR. 


(Signature  of  parent  or  guardian) 


Registration  Information 

Name  - 

Address - 

City _  Zip  Code _ 

Telephone _  Date  of  Birth - 

Age _ Boy _ Girl _ School  Grade  Completed _ 

Camping  Session  desired - 

(Elem.  I  etc.) 

Camp _ 

Your  Church - 

District  in  which  you  reside  - 

(Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge,  Lafayette,  New  Orleans-Houma,  New 
Orleans-Slidell) 

*  •  • 

PARENT’S  CONSENT:  "The  person  named  above  has  my  consent  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  camping  session  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  brochure  containing  this  form." 


(Signature  of  parent  or  guardian)* 


(Signature  of  Pastor  of  applicant’s  Church)* 

•Application  void  if  not  signed  by  these  persons 

•  *  * 

Please  mail  this  application  (completed)  to  the  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  CAMP¬ 
ING  SESSION  YOU  WISH  TO  ATTEND.  Do  not  mail  it  to  the  camp.  The 
Director  must  receive  your  application  at  least  10  days  before  the  opening 
date  of  the  session  you  wish  to  attend.  Please  check  with  your  Camp  Director 
or  District  Superintendent  about  any  other  rules  which  may  apply. 
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Mission  Alive-85! 

Saturday ,  April  27,  1 935 
10  a.m. -3  p.m. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell 


Tin-  Church  Alice! 


Celebrating 


United  Methodist  In  Action! 

The  Whole  Church 

In  Mission  Everywhere! 


Sponsored  by  the  NO-Slidell  District,  the  Event  is  open  to  the 
entire  Conference. 


>: 
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Waddell  Named 
Mt.  Sequoyah 
Administrator 

Announcement  was  made  Friday, 
March  29,  of  the  selection  of  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  W.  Waddell  of  Duncanville,  Texas  to 
be  administrator  of  the  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Assembly  at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

The  assembly  is  owned  by  the  United 
Methodist  conferences  in  the  seven 
states  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
including  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Waddell  is  pastor  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Duncanville  and  a 
member  of  North  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  He  will  assume  the  duties  of  the 
new  position  in  June. 

Rev.  N.  Lee  Cate,  who  was  superinten¬ 
dent  of  Mt.  Sequoyah  for  15  years,  re¬ 
tired  in  February  of  this  year.  Rev. 
Charles  McDonald,  superintendent  of  the 
Fayetteville  District,  has  been  interim 
superintendent  since  February  1. 

Mr.  Waddell  is  a  graduate  of  Waller 
(Texas)  High  School  and  Texas  A  &  M 
University.  He  received  his  divinity  de¬ 
gree  from  Vanderbilt  University  and  has 
done  graduate  work  at  Scarritt  College 
and  special  studies  at  Cornell  University 
and  Perkins  School  of  Theology  SMU. 

He  is  a  former  missionary  to  Chile, 
where  he  was  director  of  a  school  and  a 
farm  administrator. 

Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly  is  owned  and 
operated  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  It  is 
a  conference  and  retreat  center  on  a  40- 
acre  campus  on  top  of  the  mountain 
overlooking  Fayetteville,  and  offers 
year-round  programs.  It  can  accommo¬ 
date  300  persons  in  cottages,  lodges  and 
dormitories.  The  chapel  seats  120  and 
the  auditorium  400.  There  is  a  cafeteria 
with  seating  for  350.  Recreational  facili¬ 
ties  include  a  gymnasium,  tennis  court, 
and  open  space  for  volleyball  and  other 
games. 


Child  Care 


The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


Persons,  Churches 
and  Events 
Focus  ’85 
EMLC  Informer 
Women  At  Biloxi 
New  Book 


‘Signs’ 


Reverend  Ron  Easterling 
Athens/Crossroads  Charge 
Adding  six  new  signs,  four  on  the 
highway,  two  for  each  church. 
Reverend  Richard  Behling 
Southside  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe 

Has  five  signs  in  strategic  locations 
in  the  South  end  of  Monroe.  Church 
sign  in  the  shape  of  a  cross  in  front  of 
church  with  the  name  on  it. 
Reverend  Thomas  Beeler 
Centerpoint  United  Methodist 
Church 

Sign  on  the  highway  and  one  on  the 
church  lawn. 

Chatham  United  Methodist  Church 
Two  signs  on  the  main  highway  and 
one  on  the  church  lawn. 

Reverend  Larry  Miller 
Talulah  United  Methodist  Church 
Larged  glass  enclosed  sign  on  the 
church  lawn. 

Reverend  Harold  Babin 
St.  Francisville  United  Methodist 
Church 

Historical  marker  sign  on  church 
lawn  and  three  signs  on  the  main 
highways. 

Tunica  Church 

Informational  and  welcome  signs 
on  front  lawn. 

Reverend  O.  W.  Christopher 
Boynton  United  Methodist  Church, 
Gretna 

Signs  on  main  highway  and  church 


Reverend  Larry  O’Dell 
David  Haas  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bunkie 
Sign  on  the  main  street  and  on  the 
church  lawn. 

Reverend  George  H.  Sherman,  Jr. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Oak 
Grove 

Signs  on  the  main  highways  and 
church  lawn. 

Reverend  Jennie  Jones 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Boyce 

Sign  on  the  church  lawn. 

Reverend  John  Scarf 
North  Highlands  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport 
Sign  on  main  highway  and  signs  on 
the  church  lawn. 

Reverend  Gary  Elliott 

Forest  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church,  Glenmora 
New  sign  on  church  lawn. 
Reverend  M.  C.  Cady 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Welsh.  Church  is  located  on  main 


thoroughfare  with  sign  on  front  lawn. 


Participants  in  the  celebration  honoring  Louisiana  College  at  the  Pineville  UM 
Church  are  shown  above,  left  to  right:  Charles  Goodgame,  Lay  Leader;  Dr.  Robert 
Lynn,  President  of  Louisiana  College;  and  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  Pastor. 


Baptist  College  Day 
Held  By  Pineville  Methodists 


On  Sunday  March  10,  Louisiana  Bap¬ 
tist  College,  the  immediate  neighbor  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Pineville,  was  honored  by  the  church  in  a 
special  celebration.  Guest  speaker  for 
the  occasion  was  Dr.  Robert  Lynn,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Louisiana  College. 

The  purpose  of  the  celebration  was, 
“to  lift  up  the  positive  things  about  the 
Christian  faith  and  give  accentuations  to 


the  things  that  unite  us  and  not  the  things 
which  separate  us,  which  are  few,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor  of 
the  Church. 

Dr.  Lynn  spoke  on  the  positive  values 
of  Christian  Education.  Dr.  Roger  Price, 
of  Louisiana  College,  presented  special 
music  at  the  morning  worship  service 
and  a  concert  at  the  evening  service. 


Kids  Praise  In  Concert  At  Thibodaux 


Kids  Praise,  a  singing  group  from  Walker,  La.,  presented  the  musical,  “Back  at 
The  Creek  Bank,”  on  Sunday,  March  24,  at  the  Thibodaux  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  group  is  composed  of  children  and  youth,  ages  3  to  14  years  of  age,  from  several 
churches  of  the  Walker  area. 

A  large  group  attended  the  program,  which  was  followed  by  a  spaghetti  dinner, 
according  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock. 


Available 
At  Annual 
Conference 

Child  care  will  be  available  during 
each  session  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
First  United  Methodist  Church  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  nursery  for  children,  nursery  age 
through  second  grade,  on  Monday  after¬ 
noon,  Tuesday  evening  and  Wednesday 
evening.  Monday  evening  child  care  for 
nursery  through  second  grade  will  be  at 
Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church.  Use  the  Highland  Street  en¬ 
trance  only.  The  time  will  be  from  6:00 
p.m. -9:45  p.m.  Noel  is  located  at  520 
Herndon. 

During  the  day  sessions,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  child  care  will  be  at  Noel 
for  children  nursery  age  through  twelve 
years.  The  time  will  be  from  8:15  a.m.  to 
4:00  p.m.  Thursday  morning  it  will  be 
from  8:15  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  A  nominal 
fee  is  asked  to  help  defray  expenses  and 
it  will  be  requested  by  the  session  rather 
than  the  day,  i.e.  morning  session,  after¬ 
noon  session,  evening  session.  The  fees 
are:  1st  child  —  $4.00  per  session;  2nd 
child  —  $3.00  per  session;  3rd.  child  — 
$2.00  per  session.  This  should  be  paid 
when  the  child  arrives.  Parents  are  to 
provide  a  lunch  for  their  children.  Noel 
will  furnish  a  drink  with  lunch  and  at 
snack  time.  If  you  want  your  child  to 
have  a  soft  drink,  please  include  40<t  ex¬ 
tra.  Plan  on  being  prompt  when  picking 
up  the  children. 

A  limited  number  of  rooms  will  be 
available  at  Centenary  College  for  dele¬ 
gates  with  their  families.  Requests  for 
one  of  these  rooms  should  be  made  on 
your  room  reservation  card,  If  you  have 
already  returned  the  card,  please  write 
Mr.  Dick  Anders,  Box  4188,  Shreveport. 
La  71134-4188,  to  request  such  accom¬ 
modations  if  needed. 

Reservations  for  child  must  be  made 
by  May  15th  to  Mrs.  Doris  Marsalis.  520 
Herndon,  Shreveport,  La  71101.  Please 
include  the  name  and  age  of  the  child. 
Your  cooperation  is  appreciated. 


Hayes  Is  Centenary  Night  Speaker 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Hayes,  Sr..  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Wiley  College,  Marshall, 
Texas,  has  been  named  as  the 
speaker  for  Monday  night’s  Centena¬ 
ry  celebration  at  Annual  Conference. 
The  June  3  program  will  be  present¬ 
ed  by  President  Don  Webb,  faculty 
and  students  of  the  college. 

Dr.  Hayes  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Texas  Annual  Conference  for  42 
years.  Prior  to  coming  t«  his  present 
position  at  Wiley,  he  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
Houston,  for  six  years  as  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  and  two  years  as  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Assistant  to  the  late 
Bishop  Kenneth  Copeland  of  Hous¬ 
ton. 

Dr.  Hayes  has  served  as  an  Evan¬ 
gelist  to  Central  America  for  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  in 


the  summer  of  1963  was  named  to 
the  Peace  Team  to  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 

He  holds  degrees  from  Wiley  Col¬ 
lege,  Gammon  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  and  Boston  University  School 
of  Theology,  along  with  an  honorary 
doctorate  from  Wiley  College.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  1976  World 
Conference  of  Methodism,  Dublin, 
Ireland. 

Dr.  Hayes  has  been  invited  to  the 
White  House  by  both  President  Car¬ 
ter  and  President  Reagan  to  discuss 
the  future  of  Black  Colleges  and  Uni¬ 
versities.  He  also  has  served  the 
armed  forces  as  “Retreat  Minister” 
at  Fort  Hood,  Texas;  Fort  Carlson. 
Colo.;  Fort  Benning,  Georgia;  Fort 
Sill,  Oklahoma;  and  in  Hawaii, 
Okinawa  and  Korea. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Hayes 


Music  and  Worship  Workshop 
Set  For  FUMC,  Lake  Charles 

On  Friday,  April  19  and  Saturday, 
April  20,  a  Music  and  Worship  Workshop 
will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles.  Registration  be¬ 
gins  at  7:00  p.m.  on  April  19.  Leader  for 
the  workshop  will  be  Ms.  Judy  Loehr. 
Director  of  Church  Music  and  Worship 
Resources,  Section  on  Worship,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Judy 
is  a  very  gifted  and  leading  singer,  direc¬ 
tor,  organist,  pianist  and  actess.  She  has 
served  5  local  churches  as  director  of 
music. 

All  choir  members,  directors  and  pas¬ 
tors  are  invited  to  attend  the  workshop. 
This  event  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
Lake  Charles  District,  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles  and  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship. 

For  more  information  contact  Lauri 
Connell,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
812  Kirkman  Street,  Lake  Charles.  La. 
70601, 

Webb  To  Be  Honored  At  LMCF  Meeting 

Dr  Don  Webb,  President  of  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  will  receive  the  Ed¬ 
ward  Donald  Grant  Educator  Award  at 
the  Annual  Awards  Banquet  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  April 
15,  at  The  Bellemont  in  Baton  Rouge. 

In  addition  to  President  Webb's 
award,  a  number  of  others  are  to  be 
presented  including:  The  M.  M.  Snuder 
Preaching  Award  (Church  of  the  Naza- 
rene)  to  Rev.  R.  A.  Isbell  of  Baton 
Rouge;  The  Oscar  E.  Sanden  Preaching 
Award  (Presbyterian)  to  Rev.  George 
Harress  Ricks  of  Port  Allen,  and  the  Dr. 

J.  D.  Greg  Preaching  Award  (Baptist)  to 
Dr.  Perry  Sanders  of  Lafayette. 

The  J.  Henry  Bowdon  Preaching 
Award  (United  Methodist)  was  previous¬ 
ly  presented  to  Bishop  Paul  Galloway,  at 
the  1984  session  of  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 


Dr.  Don  Webb 


A  "Day  Apart  ’ Set  By  NO-Houma  UMW 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
New  Orleans-Houma  District  will  gather 
for  A  Day  Apart  at  Houma  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Retreat's  theme 
will  be,  “Fill  My  Cup,  Lord.”  From  9:30 
a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.  on  Saturday,  May  4th, 
the  participants  will  leave  behind  their 
business  and  their  anxieties. 

They  will  hear  their  District  Super¬ 
intendent,  Reverend  William  Blakely, 
Reverend  Kathy  Dauphin,  and  Mrs. 
Urselle  Lunnon  speak  on  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Love.  District  President,  Helen  Johnson, 
urges  all  Methodist  women  to  accept 
this  opportunity  to  come  and  be  filled, 
to  become  inspired,  to  enter  into  discus¬ 
sion,  to  receive  communion,  and  to  enjoy 
a  delicious  lunch. 

Cathy  Smith  and  Mary  (Quinones  are  in 
charge  of  the  retreat.  For  more  informa¬ 


tion  write  Beatrice  D.  McHugh.  1553 
Philip  Street,  New  Orleans,  La.  70130 

MacDonnel 
To  Hold  Conference 

MacDonell  United  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Services,  Inc.  has  again  invited 
the  general  public  to  their  Annual  Open 
House.  Persons  are  welcome  to  visit, 
tour  the  campus  and  enjoy  refreshments 
from  2:00  to  4:00  p.m.  on  Sunday,  April 
14,  1985.  The  campus  is  located  at  1210 
East  Main  Street.  Houma,  Louisiana, 
one-half  block  east  of  the  Main  Street 
Intracoastal  Canal  Bridge. 

MacDonell,  a  project  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  a  residential  child 
care  agency. 


Electronic  Media  Workshop 

April  20, 10  a.m.-3  p.m. 


Conference  Office,  527  North  Blvd.  Baton  Rouge 
Includes:  Local  church  use  of  video,  Cablecasting 
and  Commercial  Telecasting. 

I  plan  to  attend: 

Name _ _ _ _ 

Address _ 

Church _ Phone  No.. 


Christian  Education 
In  The  Louisiana 
Conference 

By  Dr.  JOHN  M.  BRADEN 

Periodically  you  are  going  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  news  about  the  Sunday  School. 
Research  has  shown  that  those  churches 
which  are  effective  and  growing,  what¬ 
ever  denomination,  have  good,  strong 
and  exciting  Sunday  Schools. 

We  have  said,  time  and  time  again  — 
almost  to  the  point  of  it  becoming  a  cli¬ 
che,  that  as  the  Sunday  School  goes,  so 
goes  the  church.  Chart  it  out  in  terms  of 
membership  and  attendance.  An  in¬ 
crease  in  the  Sunday  School  will  be  re¬ 
flected  in  a  corresponding  increase  in 
church  membership  and  attendance. 

Sunday  School  serves  some  very  vital 
purposes.  One  is  evangelism.  The  great¬ 
est  number  of  persons  uniting  with  our 
denomination  on  profession  of  faith 
come  through  the  Sunday  School. 

Adults  find  fellowship  and  nurture  in 
our  Sunday  Schools.  We  went  through  a 
time  when  we  tried  as  a  denomination, 
to  shout  out  many  things  that  took  place 
in  Sunday  School  —  birthday  announce¬ 
ments  and  celebrations,  absentee  re¬ 
ports.  sick  reports  —  only  to  find  that  we 
diminished  the  Sunday  School.  A  lot  of 
caring  happens  here. 

However  you  try  to  approach  it,  Sun¬ 
day  School  is  still  the  primary  source  of 
learning  in  our  church. 

The  fundamentals  of  our  faith,  the 
great  truths  of  the  Bible,  understanding 
ourselves  as  children  of  God  are  some  of 
the  significant  learnings  that  happen 
here. 

And.  if  you  trace  the  origins  of  those 
who  have  risen  as  leader?  in  our  church, 
invariably  their  leadership  development 
began  in  the  Sunday  School. 

Sunday  School  is  important.  You  need 
it.  Your  church  needs  you  in  Sunday 
School.  Right  now  Louisiana  is  leading 
the  nation  in  forming  new  Sunday  School 
classes  and  is  near  the  top  in  new  Sunday 
Schools  being  started.  Be  a  part! 

You  want  to  see  your  church  thrive 
and  grow?  Be  in  Sunday  School! 

(Dr.  Braden  is  Director  of  Educational 
Ministries  for  the  La.  Conference) 


If  You 

Were  Missed 

It  has  come  to  our  attention 
that  some  ministers  did  not 
receive  a  Pictorial  Directory. 
These  were  placed  in  the  Co¬ 
ordinated  Mailing  some 
months  ago.  If  your  picture  is 
included  in  the  Directory,  you 
are  entitled  to  one  free  of 
charge. 

— Harvey  G.  Williamson 
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Editorial 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


APRIL  12,  1985 


^  feSiE  Reporting  overemphasizes  political  concerns 


We  applaud  the  recent  decision  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
co-sponsor  a  denominationwide  confer¬ 
ence  this  summer  on  “pornography,  vio¬ 
lence  and  Christian  values"  (see  UMR, 
April  5). 

The  board’s  collaboration  with  the 
“Good  News"  evangelical  caucus  and 
others  who  have  been  vocal  critics  of  the 
social  action  agency  is  a  welcome  show 
of  unified  concern  about  pornography. 

We  are  concerned,  however,  that  so- 
called  “philosophical  differences”  about 
pornography  among  the  board’s  directors 
could  undermine  what  should  be  a  major 
contribution  to  anti-pornography  efforts. 

One  board  member  called  for  the  con¬ 
ference  to  be  delayed  for  a  year  so 
groups  with  perspectives  on  pornogra¬ 
phy  different  from  those  involved  in  the 
initial  planning  could  be  consulted. 

In  spite  of  the  board’s  rejection  of  her 
idea,  fully  one-third  of  the  group  voted  in 
favor  of  it.  The  discussion  of  the  issue 
clearly  reflected  the  board  member’s  di¬ 
vided,  and  potentially  divisive,  views  on 
the  matter. 

We  think  it  would  be  regrettable  if 
such  divisions  negatively  affected  the 
proposed  conference— especially  since 
both  sides  have  legitimate  concerns. 

Those  who  initially  proposed  and 
planned  the  conference,  including  "Good 
News"  and  National  Federation  for  De¬ 
cency  representatives,  view  pomogra- 
phv  nrimarilv  as  an  evil  contributing  to 


the  decay  of  individual  morality,  partic¬ 
ularly  among  young  people. 

And  those  who  are  calling  for  input 
from  other  perspectives,  including  groups 
representing  the  specific  concerns  of 
women,  see  pornography  also  as  a  form 
of  human  exploitation  and  degradation— 
especially  as  it  concerns  women. 

We  see  no  inherent  conflict  between 
these  different  “philosophies"  about  the 
nature  and  effects  of  pornography.  It 
would  be  unfortunate  if  either  perspec¬ 
tive  were  neglected  in  a  churchwide  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  problem  because  they  are 
“different”  or  because  the  views  of  one 
segment  of  the  church  are  underrepre¬ 
sented. 

Such  an  oversight  would  significantly 
weaken  our  church’s  witness  on  this  im¬ 
portant  issue.  It  also  would  largely  ne¬ 
gate  much  of  the  cooperative  spirit  that 
led  to  the  proposal  of  a  conference  on 
pornography  in  the  first  place. 

We  urge  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
leaders— particularly  those  involved  in 
planning  this  event— to  take  steps  to  see 
that  all  legitimate  points  of  view  are 
represented  at  the  pornography  confer¬ 
ence.  We  encourage  those  groups  that 
may  feel  left  out  at  this  point  to  express 
a  willingness  to  “get  on  board”  and  con¬ 
tribute  as  much  as  possible  to  the  event. 

Planners  of  the  conference  should  con¬ 
sider  a  brief  postponement  if  that  would 
result  in  wider  participation  and  a  more 
comprehensive  attack  on  pornography. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  Reporter 
issue  dated  March  1,  1985.  I  am  not  one 
to  write  this  type  of  letter,  but  the  more 
I  read,  the  more  I  felt  I  should  speak  out. 

In  reviewing  the  articles  throughout 
the  newspaper,  I  noticed  that  the  main 
features  on  every  page  were  in  some 
way  politically  oriented.  In  the  "Letters 
to  the  Editor,"  the  bishops  were  dis¬ 
cussed  in  regard  to  their  recent  state¬ 
ments  on  Nicaragua. 

The  next  page  reported  the  indict¬ 
ments  of  church  leaders  giving  sanctu¬ 
ary  to  Central  American  refugees.  The 
middle  of  the  next  page  featured  an  arti¬ 
cle  on  South  Africa’s  apartheid,  and  the 
following  page  featured  a  book  review 
on  the  same  subject.  The  top  story  on 
that  page  reported  a  bishop's  views  on 
church  and  state. 

I  have  traveled  the  world  and  have 
seen  firsthand  the  oppression,  poverty 
and  political  instability  of  many  coun¬ 
tries,  so  I  understand  better  than  most 
the  desire  of  the  church  to  make  a  posi¬ 
tive  impact  on  these  situations. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  also  desire  to 
know  that  my  church  is  preaching  the 
Gospel  to  every  creature  and  minister¬ 
ing  the  healing  power  of  God  in  this 
world. 

But  try  as  I  might,  I  couldn’t  find  one 
article  detailing  an  effort  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  preach  the  Gospel 


Africa  Journal 


in  crusades,  missions  or  even  church 
meetings.  I  also  wonder  whether,  on  any 
of  their  celebrated  “delegations”  to 
places  like  South  Africa  or  Central 
America,  the  bishops  once  stopped  to 
preach  or  minister  to  others.  I  wonder 
how  many  people  accepted  Christ  as  a 
result  of  their  visits? 

Whether  Christ  called  us  to  political 
action  has  certainly  been  debated  and 
will  continue  to  be  so.  On  the  other  hand, 
his  call  to  “‘Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature"  is  a 
mandate. 

Jesus  preached  a  message  that 
changed  lives  by  changing  hearts.  Maybe 
that’s  not  such  a  bad  example  after  all. 

Phil  Cooke 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Issues  can’t  be  ignored 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  1  issue,  several  readers 
protested  our  bishops  and  others  protest¬ 
ing  against  such  evils  as  apartheid  in 
South  Africa  and  Big  Power  interven¬ 
tions  in  small  countries. 

I  am  reminded  of  Churchill’s  state¬ 
ment,  "Evil  triumphs  when  good  people 
do  nothing.”  Nazism  triumphed  in  Ger¬ 
many  when  bishops  and  others  stood  si¬ 
lently  by  while  6  million  people  were 
burned  in  furnaces.  Communism 
emerged  in  Russia  when  bishops  and  oth¬ 


ers  failed  to  protest  against  the  tyranny 
of  the  czars. 

In  answer  to  Edward  Robertson’s 
charge  that  dissent  against  some  of  our 
government’s  policies  makes  dissenters 
"de  facto  agents  of  foreign  govern¬ 
ments,"  I  suggest  that  only  in  such  coun¬ 
tries  as  a  communist  Russia  and  a  Nazi 
Germany  is  dissent  so  regarded,  not  in 
free  countries. 

I  appeal  to  those  fellow  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  criticize  those  who  protest  the 
evils  of  racism  and  war  to  look  at  it  this 
way:  Jesus  triumphs  when  his  faithful 
followers  do  something  as  long  as  it  is 
non-violent  and  non-hateful. 

Arden  R.  McAllister 
Medina,  New  York 

Coverage  fair,  informed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  express  my  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion,  my  praise  and  gratitude  for  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  I  have  been 
so  proud  of  Spurgeon  Dunnam  and  the 
work  done  by  the  UMR  staff  so  many, 
many  times  over  the  years. 

The  Reporter  continues  to  offer  our 
church  free,  full,  fair  and  informed  dis¬ 
cussion,  reporting,  interpreting  and  lead¬ 
ership.  It  deals  with  such  a  spectrum  of 
theologies  and  controversial  issues  and 
stances. 

Your  pages  lift  up  the  best  of  differing 
(and  often  opposing)  "camps”  and  posi¬ 


tions.  You  maintain  allegiance  to  God  a^ 
revealed  through  Jesus  Christ  and  there¬ 
fore  to  grace  and  truth  and  the  best  ap¬ 
proximations  of  them  possible  at  any 
given  time. 

Your  articles  and  editorials  seek  to 
express  and  generate  the  most  compre¬ 
hensive  view  and  the  most  faithful  atti¬ 
tude/action  options. 

The  paper  does  all  that  in  the  midst  of 
“pluralism,"  great  and  honest  disagree¬ 
ment  and  the  painful  ambiguity  that 
comes  with  being  informed,  free,  and 
responsible  center  of  authentic  faith  that 
ever  seeks  to  manifest  itself  in  integrity, 
truth,  lqve  and  good  will. 

And  you  do  it  all  with  such  grace  and 
adequacy.  Thanks  for  providing  us  with 
a  much  needed  service  and  also  such 
wonderful  modeling  of  Christian  faith  at 
work  in  the  real  world:  .listening  and  re¬ 
sponding  in  the  midst  of  conflict,  coming 
down  for  truth  in  spite  of  prejudice  and 
what’s  popular,  ever  seeking  to  be  fair 
and  faithful. 

You  make  it  seem  so  easy  I  take  “it” 
for  granted.  Usually.  A  recent  issue 
made  me  say,  "When  I  get  a  little  time, 
I’m  going  to  write  those  folks." 

I  praise  God  and  thank  Him  for  every 
person  responsible  for  UMR’s  fineness, 
professionalism  and  useful  service  to  our 
church. 

J.  Roland  Cole 
Ganado,  Texas 


African,  U.S.  congregations  join  in  church-building  partnership 


EDITOR’S  NOTE— This  article  is  the 
fourth  in  a  reflective  series  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a 
six-month  sabbatical  leave  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  East  African  nation  of  Kenya. 
During  this  time.  Mr.  Dunnam  will  be 
observing  and  describing  various  aspects 
of  the  churches'  work  in  Kenya  and  in 
several  other  African  nations. 

MASAI  LAND,  Kenya— ’“You  may 
never  see  a  more  dramatic  intersection 
of  Christianity  and  non-Christian  cul¬ 
ture.”  Those  were  words  of  friendly 
warning  from  Kenya  Methodism’s  bish¬ 
op,  Lawi  Imathiu,  as  we  prepared  for  the 
seven-hour  journey  to  the  land  of  the 
Masai,  a  traditionally  fierce,  nomadic 
people  in  western  Kenya  who  have  re¬ 
sisted  the  efforts  of  missionaries  for 
more  than  a  century. 

How  right  the  next  72  hours  proved 
him  to  be.  During  that  time  we  attended 
the  opening  of  a  beautiful  new  brick 
church  built  on  a  10-acre  site  far  re¬ 
moved  from  paved  roads,  electricity, 
running  water,  schools,  clinics,  other 
churches  and  most  other  things  we  nor¬ 
mally  associate  with  civilization. 

The  land  for  the  church  was  donated 
by  a  Masai  elder  with  carefully  cut  and 
stretched  ear  lobes  and  three  wives.  On 
the  day  we  were  there,  he  and  his-color- 
fully  clad  family  were  among  30  people 
who  made  professions  of  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  were  baptized  and  received  as 
full  members  of  the  church. 

*  *  * 

We  came  here  with  a  group  from  the 
Central  Protestant  Church  in  Richland, 
Washington,  to  witness  the  fruition  of  a 
unique  partnership  between  that  congre¬ 
gation,  the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya 
and  a  group  of  several  hundred  Masai 
people. 

Partners  contribute,  receive 

Each  group  brought  its  own  gifts  and 
needs  to  this  relationship.  The  Richland 
church— which  draws  its  members  from 
five  denominations,  about  70  percent  of 
whom  are  United  Methodists— provided 
the  materials  across  roadless  country¬ 
sides  and  construction  expertise  in  the 
person  of  a  professional  builder,  Ernie 
Ogdon.  Mr.  Ogdon  spent  three  months 
last  summer  living  among  the  Masai  and 
overseeing  construction  of  the  church. 
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A  Masai  woman  welcomes  visiting 
Christians  from  the  United  States 
with  a  sign  that  also  declares  her 
faith. 

He  returned  for  two  months  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year  to  oversee  con¬ 
struction  of  an  adjoining  building  that 
can  be  used  as  a  combination  parsonage, 
office  and  medical  dispensary. 

The  Richland  congregation,  of  which 
Mr.  Ogdon  is  an  active  member,  brought 
to  the  project  a  need  to  share  the  abun¬ 
dance  with  which  God  has  blessed  them 
and  a  desire  to  be  personally  involved  in 
fulfilling  Jesus’  Great  Commission  and 
in  helping  the  people  here  overcome  the 
ravages  of  drought,  poverty,  disease  and 
ignorance. 

Kenya  Methodism  is  contributing  pas¬ 
toral  leadership,  oversight  and  sponsor¬ 
ship  for  the  Masai  mission,  primarily  in 
the  person  of  the  Rev.  Elijah  Shimbira. 
Despite  a  shortage  of  material  resources 
in  areas  where  the  church  here  is  al¬ 
ready  firmly  established,  Bishop  Imathiu 
and  other  leaders  feel  it  is  important  for 
them  to  be  directly  engaged  in  mission 
outreach  themselves  rather  than  limit¬ 
ing  mission  involvement  to  what  comes 
in  from  overseas. 

The  Masai  have  contributed  some  of 
their  most  valued  possession— land— for 
the  church.  During  the  week  the  church 
building  doubles  as  a  much-needed 
school  and  the  area’s  only  center  for 
community  activity. 

The  Masai  men  also  contributed  most 
of  the  labor  for  the  building.  That  in¬ 
volved  breaking  a  cherished  tradition 
among  Masai  males— leaving  all  build¬ 
ing  to  be  done  by  women. 

Masai  must  invest  in  mission 

Mr.  Ogdon  said  he  insisted  that  the 
Masai  leaders  do  most  of  the  actual  con¬ 
struction  work.  Otherwise  they  would 
have  little  of  themselves  invested  in 
th^ir  new  building. 

Now  that  the  building  is  completed, 
they  can  see  how  the  work  of  their  own 
hands  is  resulting  in  needed  education 
for  their  children,  improved  health  and 
life  expectancy  for  all  and  "learning 
about  this  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  who  causes 
you  to  care  about  people  in  a  country  so 
far  away  from  your  own,"  as  one  Masai 
elder  put  it.  +  +  + 

The  idea  for  this  mission  was  born  two 
years  ago  when  the  Richland  congrega¬ 
tion’s  senior  minister,  the  Rev.  Joe  Har¬ 
ding,  stood  with  Mr  Shimbira  beneath  a 
brilliant  red  flame  tree  at  the  top  of  a 
hill  overlooking  countryside  where  the 
Masai  graze  their  cattle. 

Together  they  dreamed  with  a  group 
of  Masai  elders  about  how  the  Methodist 
Church  might  assist  with  their  need  for 
education  and  health  care  as  well  as 
share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


The  elders  found  the  idea  appealing, 
but  they  were  reluctant  to  part  with 
their  land.  When  a  Masai  elder  several 
miles  away  offered  to  give  the  needed 
land,  it  was  decided  to  build  the  church 
there  instead. 

Our  group  visited  the  original  site  on 
Saturday  morning. 

We  were  warmly 
welcomed  by  a 
group  of  Masai  wom¬ 
en  and  children  un¬ 
der  the  flame  tree. 

That,  we  were  told, 
is  where  the  Masai 

elders  make  all  their  e  ~ _ _ 
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important  decisions  v  6 

and  where  the  still  buildingless  Shangoi 
Methodist  Church  meets. 

We  learned  that,  despite  their  lack  of 
facilities,  the  woman’s  group  in  this 
church  has  grown  from  nine  to  30  and  that 
a  strong  youth  fellowship  has  developed. 

Then,  in  perhaps  the  greatest  testimony 
to  the  success  of  the  three-way  partner¬ 
ship  at  the  Eldoretet  church  a  few  miles 
away,  one  of  the  Shansoi  Masai  elders 
arose  and  said  to  the  group  of  visitors: 

"We  do  not  want  to  become  whites  or 
even  to  be  like  the  people  in  Nairobi.  We 
want  to  remain  Masai.  We  are  a  people 
who  always  have  believed  in  God,  but  we 
have  never  heard  about  Jesus  Christ. 

“We  want  you  to  come  and  teach  us 
about  Him  and  His  ways.  We  want  to 
have  education  for  our  children.  Many  of 
our  people  are  dying  from  malaria  and 
other  diseases  because  there  are  no  hos¬ 
pitals  or  clinics  in  our  area. 

"So  we  have  now  agreed  to  set  aside 
this  plot  of  land  for  a  Methodist  Church, 
and  we  will  trust  in  the  Lord  to  provide 
the  money  needed  for  it  to  be  built.  If 
more  land  is  needed  later,  we  will  give  it.” 

We  were  told  that  once  Masai  elders 
make  a  decision,  they  never  change  their 
minds.  This  knowledge  made  their  deci¬ 
sion  to  give  land  for  a  church  all  the 
more  encouraging  since  the  same  re¬ 
quest  earlier  was  refused. 

Church  filled  three  times 

The  new  Eldoretet  Church  was  filled 
three  times  during  our  weekend  visit.  A 
full  house  was  there  to  greet  our  group 
on  Saturday  and  to  surprise  us  with  a 
feast  of  barbecued  beef  from  a  cow  spe¬ 
cially  slaughtered  for  the  occasion. 

I  was  unwittingly  given  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  stay  and  witness  a  second  full  house 
on  Saturday  evening  when  the  group’s 
three  vehicles  left  to  return  to  the  hotel 
in  Kisii  30  long  miles  away  while  I  was 
taking  pictures  of  the  church  from  the 
top  of  a  nearby  hill. 

Persons  in  each  vehicle— including  oth¬ 
er  members  of  my  family— thought  I  was 
in  another  of  the  vehicles.  They  didn’t 
discover  what  had  occurred  until  com¬ 
paring  notes  at  dinner  two  hours  later. 

Meanwhile  I  was  eating  fresh  beef  and 
potato  stew  made  by  our  new  Masai 
friends  and  witnessing  the  incredible  scene 


Ernie  Ogdon,  a  builder  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  Central  United  Protestant 
Church  in  Richland,  Washington, 
who  spent  five  months  living  with 
the  Masai,  oversees  construction  of 
the  new  Eldoretet  mission  church. 


of  Masai  families  coming  together  from 
across  the  countryside  and  depositing  their 
bows,  arrows  and  spears  at  the  door  of  the 
church.  (The  men  kept  their  long  knives 
sheathed  on  their  sides  just  in  case!) 

We  watched  two  aged  films  regarding 
incidents  in  the  life  of  Jesus  on  a  projec¬ 
tor  donated  by  the  Richland  church  that 
is  run  on  a  small,  gas-powered  generator. 

The  films  were  in  English.  Mr.  Shim¬ 
bira,  shouting  at  the  top  of  his  lungs, 
translated  what  was  occurring  and  what 
it  meant  into  Swahili.  One  of  the  lay 
preachers  he  oversees  simultaneously 
translated  what  pastor  Shimbira  was 
saying  into  Masai  language.  So  the 
church  was  like  a  double  echo  chamber. 
But  it  was  the  only  show  for  miles,  and 
people  loved  it. 

On  Sunday  morning  they  returned 
again— this  time  without  their  weap¬ 
ons— for  the  dedication  of  the  Eldoretet 
church  to  the  glory  of  God  by  Bishop 
Imathiu. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Roberts,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Central  Protestant  Church  and 
leader  of  the  visiting  Richland  group, 
baptized  30  persons.  They  along  with  30- 
to-40  other  persons  were  received  into 
the  church  and  given  by  Bishop  Imathiu, 
Mr.  Shimbira  and  Mr.  Roberts  copies  of 
the  New  Testament  in  Masai  language  . 

Following  the  service,  another  of  the 
prized  Masai  cows  was  barbecued  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  church’s  official  opening  and 
the  coming  together  in  partnership  with 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya. 

Deservedly  singled  out  for  special  hon¬ 
or  was  Mr.  Ogdon,  who  was  affectionate¬ 
ly  referred  to  as  “the  white  Masai" 
because  he  lived  in  a  Masai  hut  made  of 
mud  and  grass  while  the  church  and  ad¬ 
jacent  house  were  under  construction. 

Project  costs  and  benefits 

I  asked  Mr.  Roberts  how  much  the 
3,000-member  Richland  church  had  in¬ 
vested  in  the  project.  He  said  the  materi¬ 
als  and  vehicle  totaled  approximately 
$20,000.  Then  there  was  Mr.  Ogdon’s  do¬ 
nated  expertise,  time  and  travel  ex¬ 
pense.  In  addition,  the  group  members 
coming  for  the  church’s  opening  bore 
their  own  expenses. 

He  estimated  the  second  church  could 
be  erected  for  less  than  $10,000. 

Mr.  Roberts  quickly  added:  “We  have 
received  much  more  than  we  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  experience.  It  has  served 
to  increase  our  congregation’s  mission 
awareness  and  to  unite  us  as  few  other 
projects  could  in  a  common  cause  of 
reaching  out  to  others  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ." 

Mr.  Ogdon  echoed  this  sentiment  from 
a  personal  perspective.  He  said  the 
building  business  is  slow  in  Washington 
during  the  winter  and  that  living  and 
working  among  the  Masai  was  an  im¬ 
mensely  rewarding  experience  for  him 
and  for  his  wife,  who  accompanied  him 
on  his  previous  trip  here. 

“If  I  could  afford  it,  I  could  enjoy  do¬ 
ing  this  all  the  time,”  he  said. 

What  comes  next? 

What  comes  next  here  is  not  yet  clear. 
There  remains  a  school  to  be  built  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  Eldoretet  church,  and  now 
there  is  land  and  an  invitation  to  build 
another  church  at  the  nearby  Shangoi  site. 

Mr.  Ogdon  and  the  Richland  congrega¬ 
tion  hope  to  be  involved  in  one  or  both  of 
those  efforts,  but  they  realize  the  likely 
need  to  involve  other  American  congre¬ 
gations  in  extending  the  church’s  mission 
partnership  with  the  Masai. 

Mr.  Shimbira.  looking  ahead,  said 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe— and 
hope— that  successful  completion  of  a 
second  Masai  church  building  will  result 
in  the  acquisition  of  still  other  plots  of 
land  along  with  invitations  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Kenya  to  erect  struc¬ 
tures  on  them  for  sharing  knowledge, 
health  and  the  Word  and  way  of  Jesus 
Christ  with  the  Masai. 

And  what  did  the  church  do  about  the 
new  Christian  with  three  wives?  It  was 
decided  that  the  church  does  not  condone 
polygamy  and  should  never  permit  its 
members  to  begin  this  practice. 

In  this  case,  however,  the  persons  in 
his  three-family  units  likely  would  expe¬ 
rience  much  more  suffering  from  the 


The  original  Eldoretet  church  (top)  provides  a  place  to  gather  but  little 
protection  from  the  sun  or  rain.  The  new  Eldoretet  church  (bottom)  grew 
from  a  partnership  between  the  Central  United  Protestant  Church  in  Rich¬ 
land;  Washington,  the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya  and  the  Masai  people  in 
this  isolated  section  of  Western  Kenya. 
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forced  breakup  of  two  stable  marriages  missionaries  coming  in  to  a  country  and 


than  to  accept  and  ble?s  a  status  quo  that 
is  far  from  ideal  but  that  all  involved 
parties  accept. 

I  was  a  little  surprised  at  my  own  ease 
in  agreeing  that  the  church  must  accept 
new  Christians  where  they  are  rather 
than  insisting  as  a  pre-condition  of 
church  membership  on  ideal  behavior  by 
our  standards. 

*  *  * 

Two  incomplete  success  stories  does 
not  a  successful  Christian  mission  make. 
I  am  extremely  encouraged,  however,  by 
the  warm  way  these  Masai  people  are 
beginning  to  embrace  Christianity  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradition. 

Partnership  model  impressive 

And  I  am  impressed  by  the  partner¬ 
ship  model  of  mission  involvement.  The 
old  style  of  American  and  European 


making  all  the  “right"  decisions  may 
have  been  more  efficient  in  the  short 
term.  But  it  was  often  devastatingly 
wrong  for  the  long  term. 

The  partnership  approach  by  contrast, 
creates  a  strong  personal  stake  among 
all  participants. 

Not  all  churches  can  take  on  a  project 
as  big  as  that  supported  here  by  the 
Richland  church.  I  can’t  help  but  believe, 
however,  that  each  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  35,000  congregations  would  be  en¬ 
riched  by  a  decision  to  stretch  its 
resources  as  far  as  they  will  go  to  en¬ 
gage  in  a  partnership  relationship  with  a 
church  in  a  developing  country.  ; 

I  have  little  doubt  that  the  Richlahd 
congregation’s  experience  would  be  Re¬ 
peated  every  time:  "We’ve  received 
much  more  than  we’ve  contributed  !to 
this  experience." 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Cooperation  saves  six  churches 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— Five  years  ago,  six  United 
Methodist  churches  only  a  few  miles 
east  of  the  heart  of  downtown  Dallas 
Were  facing  a  similiar  dilemma:  Their 
once-exclusive  neighborhoods  were  dete¬ 
riorating.  And  so  were  their  church  rolls. 

The  dwindling  predominately  white 
middle-class  congregations  had  three 
choices:  dry  up  and  die,  take  flight  to 
other  locations  or  begin  ministering  to 
the  people— many  of  them  immigrants 
or  poverty-level  ethnic  minority  per¬ 
sons— living  just  blocks  from  their 
church,  said  the  Rev.  John  Thornburg, 
pastor  of  Greenland  Hills  UMC,  one  of 
the  six. 

The  churches,  collectively,  chose  the 
“stay  and  minister"  approach  and  in 
1982  formed  the  East  Dallas  Coopera¬ 
tive  Parish  as  a  joint  ministry  among 
the  churches.  Today,  it’s  thriving  in  a 
poor  area  that  few  people  know  about 
in  this  burgeoning  city.  In  fact  it  is 
thriving  to  the  point  that  the  parish  is 
about  to  hire  a  person  to  head  its  emer¬ 
gency  services  full  time. 

Three  years  after  its  inception,  the 
United  Methodist  East  Dallas  Coopera¬ 
tive  Parish  and  its  volunteers  from 
those  one-time  "dying  churches”  are 
behind  a  number  of  outreach  ministries 
including: 

•  a  free  weekly  medical  clinic  staff¬ 
ed  by  UM  doctors  and  others ; 

•a  free  legal  clinic; 

•  a  job  bank  and  an  intensive  "live- 
in”  job  training  center  for  street  people 
and  refugees; 

•  classes  that  teach  English  as  a  sec¬ 
ond  language; 

•  Hispanic  and  Asian  church  ser¬ 
vices  with  ministries  aimed  specifical¬ 
ly  toward  those  cultures; 

•  a  food  and  clothing  bank  serving 
about  400  families  a  month; 

•  a  housecleaning  and  companion¬ 
ship  service  for  the  elderly. 

"We’ve  rediscovered  our  mission,” 
said  the  Rev.  Clayton  Lewis,  pastor  of 
600-member  Munger  Place  UMC,  larg¬ 
est  of  the  six  churches.  "Four  years 
ago,  most  members  of  this  church  had 
given  up  hope.  But  today  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  is  absolutely  recharged.  It’s  a 
joy  now  to  ask  somebody  to  join  this 
church. 

"You  preach  about  love  for  years. 
Now  you’re  giving  a  handle  to  it,"  the 
58-year-old  minister  said. 

The  East  Dallas  Cooperative  Parish, 
one  of  80  inner-city  United  Methodist- 


related  parishes,  is  "probably  one  of  the 
10  most  effective,”  said  the  Rev.  Kin- 
moth  Jefferson  of  the  National  Division, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“They  have  succeeded  because  they 
have  mobilized  their  congregations  to 
reach  out  to  their  communities  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  ways  . . .  and  strengthen  them¬ 
selves  at  the  same  time. 

"They’ve  been  able  to  tap  financial 
sources  that  other  churches  could  not 
ordinarily  find.  Their  idea  (in  Dallas)  is 
buzzing.” 

Mr.  Jefferson  cited  spin-off  ministries 
in  Tulsa,  San  Antonio  and  Kansas  City 
that  have  picked  up  on  some  of  East 
Dallas  Cooperative  Parish’s  ideas. 

‘Stop  competing' 

“We  knew  if  any  of  us  were  going  to 
survive  we  needed  to  stop  competing  and 
start  cooperating,"  Mr.  Thornburg  said. 

Two  of  the  churches  had  been  at¬ 
tempting  to  serve  the  surrounding 
communities  through  food  banks,  but  a 
lack  of  funds  and  proper  direction  lim¬ 
ited  the  outreach,  he  explained. 

Other  denominations  in  the  area  had 
made  attempts  at  reaching  the  ethnic 
population  but  had  failed  because  they 
weren’t  reaching  the  people’s  basic 
needs  such  as  food,  clothing  and  job 
orientation,  one  parish  official  said. 

Then  in  1982,  ministers  from  the  six 
churches— Grace  UMC,  Greenland 
Hills  UMC,  Lakewood  UMC,  Memorial 
UMC,  Munger  Place  UMC  and  St. 
John’s  UMC— met  to  form  the  parish. 

Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  second  largest  membership 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  nation, 
located  in  an  exclusive  area  just  four 
miles  from  the  parish-member  churches, 
gave  the  parish  an  initial  $50,000  plus 
another  $100,000  over  the  next  four 
years  to  begin  funding  the  various  minis¬ 
tries. 

Today,  the  parish  operates  on  a 
$180,000  annual  budget  from  its  own  six 
congregations,  Highland  Park  UMC, 
various  foundations  and  trusts  and 
some  money  from  the  North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  Mr.  Lewis  explained. 

Consultant  hired 

A  consultant  and  community  eco¬ 
nomic  developer,  the  Rev.  George  Hol¬ 
comb,  was  hired  in  1982  to  work  with 
the  churches  in  launching  the  program. 

Mr.  Holcomb,  a  former  economic  de¬ 
veloper  with  the  Institute  of  Cultural  Af¬ 
fairs,  was  “the  dreamer  and  instigator" 
of  the  ministries,  Mr.  Lewis  of  Munger 
Place  UMC  said.  “He  was  the  one  who 
rode  up  and  down  streets  and  alleys"  to 


find  out  what  the  neighborhood  actually 
needed,  Mr.  Lewis  added. 

A  study  was  launched  to  determine 
ethnic  and  nationality  makeup  of  the 
population  and  community  needs,  but 
the  demographic  survey  wasn’t  easy 
because  of  the  large  number  of  home¬ 
less  persons,  transients  and  illegal 
aliens,  Mr.  Holcomb  said. 

Nonetheless,  the  study  showed  “at 
least”  8,000  Hispanics  and  4,000  Asians 
in  the  three-mile  area. 

Further  study  showed  the  greatest 
needs  were  for  jobs,  job  training,  medi¬ 
cal  attention,  legal  aid  and  inexpensive 
day  care. 

In  addition,  few  of  the  foreigners  had 
church  homes— mainly  because  no  min¬ 
isters  spoke  their  language  either  to  con¬ 
vert  them  or  nurture  them  in  the 
Christian  faith,  Mr.  Holcomb  said. 

"Anytime  a  church  can’t  answer  the 
question  ‘Why  should  we  be  here  and 
not  there?’  it  has  lost  its  mission,”  Mr. 
Holcomb  said.  The  cooperative  parish 
approach  helped  the  churches  rediscov¬ 
er  their -mission  in  the  neighborhoods 
by  showing  them  "why”  they  needed  to 
be  there,  he  explained. 

"The  people  in  East  Dallas  have  a 
radical  opportunity  to  turn  peoples’ 
lives  around,  both  economically  and 
spiritually,”  he  said.  And  that’s  what 
the  various  ministries  have  attempted 
to  do,  Mr.  Holcomb  said. 

In  ministries  to  Cambodian  refugees 
who  come  to  Dallas,  for  instance,  lay 
pastor  Pa  Pan  helps  them  get  their 
"green  papers”  or  official  documents 
to  live  and  work  in  the  United  States. 

“That  requires  a  physical  examina¬ 
tion,  and  going  to  Parkland  (the  county 
hospital)  can  be  a  frightening  experience 
if  you  don't  know  the  language,"  Mr. 
Holcomb  said.  The  Cambodian  minis¬ 
tries  works  with  volunteers  from  the 
churches  who  take  the  Cambodians  to 
the  hospital  and  serve  as  translators  and 
supporters.  “It  usually  takes  a  full  day  of 
somebody’s  time  to  get  them  through  the 
hospital,”  Mr.  Holcomb  said,  so  the  min¬ 
istry  relies  on  volunteers. 

Church  must  serve  ...  or  die 

Any  church  exists  to  serve  its  com¬ 
munity,  said  Mr.  Holcomb.  “Any  time 
it  quits  doing  that  it  will  dry  up  and 
die,”  he  said. 

The  minister  at  Grace  UMC,  the 
Rev.  Bill  Bryan,  agrees.  “I  put  a 
burned  brick  from  another  (now  de¬ 
funct)  Methodist  church  on  the  commu¬ 
nion  altar  and  told  the  congregation 
‘that’s  our  alternative,’  ”  he  said. 


Grace  UMC,  with  the  most  diverse 
ethnic  mix  among  the  six  churches,  had 
reported  decreasing  membership  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Bryan  calls  the  ones 
who  stayed  "the  durable  saints.” 

“They  never  anticipated  this  drastic 
change  in  the  community,"  he  said, 
"But  when  they  realized  that  the  alter¬ 
native  (to  a  dying  church)  was  to  go  out 
and  minister  to  persons  of  different 
colors  who  spoke  different  languages, 
they  said,  ‘Let’s  do  it.’  ” 

While  the  core  of  Grace’s  membership 
remains  older,  white,  middle-class  per¬ 
sons.  the  ministries  headquartered  at 
Grace  UMC  are  predominantly  geared 
toward  ethnic  minority  persons  with  the 
legal  and  medical  clinic  and  the  day 
care  based  there.  Public  health  nursing 
classes  are  also  held  at  Grace  UMC. 

“The  glory  days  at  Grace  are  over, 
but  if  we  hang  on  to  our  mission,  we’ll 
build  back  up  —  one  family  at  a  time,’’ 
Mr.  Bryan  said. 

Now,  after  20  years  of  declining  mem¬ 
bership,  four  of  the  six  churches  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  grow.  The  other  two  are 
holding  their  own  because  “the  ministers 
are  burying  as  many  of  the  older  mem¬ 
bers  as  they're  able  to  take  in  on  Sun¬ 
days,”  Mr.  Thornburg  explains. 

Parishioner  saw  ‘raw  need’ 

But  more  important  than  increasing 
membership  rolls  has  been  the  hope 
that’s  been  shot  back  into  the  veins  of 
the  dying  churches,  Mr.  Lewis  said. 

One  stubborn  member,  Mr.  Lewis  re¬ 
calls,  was  convinced  the  church  would 
never  get  back  on  its  feet  and  rebuffed 
attempts  at  getting  him  involved  in  the 
food  pantry  at  Munger  Place.  This  mem¬ 
ber  agreed,  however,  to  substitute  for  a 
friend  who  interviewed  people  who  come 
for  help  from  the  food  pantry. 

“He's  been  one  of  the  most  enthusias¬ 
tic  members  ever  since,”  Mr.  Lewis 
said. 

Why? 

“Because  he  saw  the  raw  human 
need  that  walks  through  those  doors 
every  day  looking  for  a  bag  of  grocer¬ 
ies,"  Mr.  Lewis  said. 

The  food  pantry  at  Munger  Place  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  city,  feeding 
more  than  400  families  a  month. 

Elizabeth  Blessing,  an  active  lay- 
woman  at  Munger  Place  UMC  and  a  for¬ 
mer  Dallas  city  councilwoman,  grew  up 
in  that  church  and  stayed  while  many  of 
her  friends  and  peers  left  for  other 
neighborhoods  and  churches. 

She  recalled  when  Munger  Place 
UMC  stood  "mighty”  at  a  busy  inter¬ 
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DALLAS— This  little  Hispanic  girl  sits  quietly  on  the  steps  at  Munger 
Place  United  Methodist  Church  with  two  bags  of  groceries  her  mother  got  at 
the  food  bank  located  in  the  church.  The  food  bank,  operated  through  the 
East  Dallas  Cooperative  Parish,  feeds  over  400  families  a  month. 
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section  with  the  trolley  car  line  imme¬ 
diately  beside  it. 

"Munger  Place  is  a  grand  old  church, 
and  I  believe  God  has  a  purpose  for  its 
being  right  there  on  that  corner,"  she 
said. 

Most  of  the  “old  guard"  church 
members  who  have  remained  at 
Munger  Place  have  changed  their  "vi¬ 
sion”  of  what  church  is  about,  she  said. 

“We’ve  moved  from  a  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  that  came  to  church  to  be  fed’  to  a 
group  that's  feeding  others,”  she  said. 
"We’ve  become  a  service  oriented 
church.”  And  it's  a  form  of  ministry 
that  few  people  in  that  congregation 
were  brought  up  knowing  a  lot  about, 
she  added. 

"It’s  one  of  the  most  exciting  things 
the  church  has  ever  done,"  she  said. 

Mrs.  Blessing,  a  successful  real  es¬ 
tate  salesperson  who  volunteers  one 
day  a  week  at  the  food  and  clothing 
pantry,  said,  "There’s  nothing  so  grati¬ 
fying  as  putting  a  pair  of  shoes  on  a 
child  or  a  coat  on  a  man  on  a  cold  day. 


“We  re  an  elderly  congregation  and  I 
think  it’s  a  great  testimony  to  what 
older  people  can  do.” 

She  said  she  volunteers,  despite  a 
hectic  professional  schedule,  “because 
that  hall  (where  the  people  line  up  to 
receive  food  boxes)  stays  full.”  She 
added,  “I  wish  the  situation  wasn’t 
there,  but  it  is,  and  somebody  has  to 
handle  it.” 

Another  program  launched  by  East 
Dallas  Cooperative  Parish  was  Re¬ 
start,  a  five-week  job  training  program 
for  street  people.  Restart  also  offers 
temporary  housing  in  an  apartment 
complex  operated  by  the  six  churches, 
job  training  assistance  and  help  in  find¬ 
ing  a  job 

The  idea  of  cooperative  parishes 
isn’t  new  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  but  it  has  traditionally  been 
done  in  rural  settings,  Mr.  Holcomb  ex¬ 
plained. 

"God  has  a  pretty  interesting  experi¬ 
ment  going  on  in  East  Dallas,”  Mr. 
Thornburg  said. 


gEducational  ministries  top  clergy  ‘needs’  (People  in  the  news  . . . 


^‘From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
v'v  NASHVILLE— In  what  areas  do  min¬ 
isters  feel  the  greatest  need  for  continu- 
v’ing  education?  Theology?  Preaching? 
Biblical  studies?  No. 

To  the  surprise  of  many,  including 
.  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  officials  here,  more 
than  1900  ministers  overwhelmingly  list¬ 
ed  top  needs:  educational  ministries 
■’’(1,142),  relating  to  persons  (1,026)  and 
•  children  (965). 

The  “Needs  Assessment  for  Continuing 
w 'Education”  was  conducted  by  the  Divi- 
'  sion  of  Ordained  Ministry  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Rev.  J.  Richard  Yeager, 
director  of  evaluation  and  continuing 
education.  The  random  sample  included 
ministers  from  all  74  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  The  list  of  28  options  for  rating  by 
the  ministers  included  functions  of  min¬ 
istry,  knowledge  competencies  and  lead- 
■  ership  styles  or  characteristics. 


Mr.  Yeager  said  th<?  study  is  expected 
to  be  of  particular  assistance  to  semi¬ 
naries,  annual  conference  boards  of  min¬ 
istry,  other  providers  of  continuing 
education  experiences,  and  individual 
learners. 

Continuing  education  events  sponsored 
by  annual  conferences  traditionally  have 
placed  a  high  priority  on  such  topics  as 
biblical  studies  and  preaching.  Both  of 
those  subjects  rated  relatively  low  on  the 
list  of  28  items  ranked  by  the  survey 
respondents.  Biblical  studies  ranked 
22nd  with  132  persons  checking  it; 
preaching  ranked  25th  with  56  checks. 

Beyond  the  three  top  choices,  items  in 
the  top  ten  were:  knowledge  for  parish 
ministries  (854),  ecumenical  ministries 
(824),  moral  and  ethical  issues  (771), 
adult  ministries  (548),  group  work  (398), 
youth  ministries  (395)  and  pastoral  care 
(367). 

Community  ministries,  checked  by  42 
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ministers,  had  the  lowest  ranking.  Oth¬ 
ers  checked  by  fewer  than  100  of  the  1900- 
plus  respondents  were:  administration 
(49),  evangelizing  (55),  preaching  (56), 
connectional  ministries  (60),  leadership 
functions  (72). 

In  a  report  to  governing  members  of 
the  ordained  ministry  division  here  1 
March  26-27,  Mr.  Yeager  stressed  that 
respondents  checked  items  on  a  basis  of 
personal  need,  not  preference. 

“These  ministers  were  not  setting  pri¬ 
orities  for  their  ministry,”  Mr.  Yeager 
said.  "They  were  saying  they  need  help 
here." 

In  recent  years  the  church  has  placed 
greater  importance  on  evaluation  and 
continuing  education  for  clergy.  As  early 
as  1964,  local  churches  were  encouraged 
to  provide  assistance  and  time  for  pas¬ 
tors  to  participate  in  continuing  educa¬ 
tion.  Now  it  is  “expected”  that  pastors 
spend  one  week  per  year  and  one  month 
during  one  year  of  a  quadrennium  in 
continuing  education. 

Mr.  Yeager,  surprised  that  so  many 
pastors  listed  educational  ministries  as  a 
need,  said  the  first  group  he  plans  to 
share  the  report  with  is  the  staff  of  the 
education  unit  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship.  “We  want  to  work  with  them  in  any 
way  we  can  because  pastors  are  saying 
help  us.’  We  have  an  opportunity  here 
and  must  take  this  plea  seriously." 

Even  more  revealing  is  a  breakdown 
of  items  within  each  of  the  28  rankings 
A  smaller  number  of  ministers  was 
asked  to  rank  a  list  of  learning  objec¬ 
tives  in  each. 

Black  colleges 
consider  merger 

HOUSTON  (UMR)— Three  histori¬ 
cally  black  colleges  in  Texas  with  Meth¬ 
odist  roots  have  agreed  to  explore 
merger. 

Involved  are  Wiley  College  in  Marshall, 
related  to  The  United  Methodist  Church; 
Huston-Tillotson  College  in  Austin,  related 
to  both  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  United  Church  of  Christ;  and  Texas 
College  in  Tyler,  related  to  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Each  school  enrolls  about  600  stu¬ 
dents.  Their  combined  budgets  are  about 
$15  million. 

The  merger  exploration  announcement 
was  made  here  by  three  bishops:  United 
Methodism’s  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  Hous¬ 
ton  and  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  of  San 
Antonio  and  Bishop  C.  D.  Coleman  of  the 
CME  Church. 

A  steering  committee  including  the 
three  bishops  and  leaders  of  all  three 
schools  was  appointed.  An  outside  con¬ 
sultant  will  assist  in  a  feasibility  study. 
Each  school’s  board  of  trustees  is  to  act 
on  that  study  by  Dec.  1.  As  soon  there¬ 
after  as  possible  a  target  date  is  to  be  set 
for  the  merged  institution. 


Christian  faith  guides  small 
Karen  Logue,  mayor  of  the  small 
Kentucky  town  of  Junction  City,  says 
her  Christian  faith  guides  her  political 
career.  * 

As  the  highest  ranking  official  in  this 
town  of  3,000  persons  40  miles  south  of 
Lexington,  Ms.  Logue  presides  over  the 
six-member  city  council,  directs  the 
water  and  sewer  departments  and  the 
fire  and  rescue  volunteer  squads. 

"I  keep  the  town  running  smoothly 
with  the  help  of  Jesus  Christ  who  sus¬ 
tains  me,"  said  Ms.  Logue,  an  active 
United  Methodist  laywoman.  “He  is  all 
I  can  be  sure  of. 

"Politics  is  a  strange  bird.  Politics  can 
be  a  difficult  and  messy  business  be¬ 
cause  you  are  working  as  a  public  ser¬ 
vant  and  often  people  are  not  satisfied. 

“In  my  case,  small  town  politics  can 
especially  be  a  battle  because  I  have  no 
anonymity.  When  citizens  get  con¬ 
cerned  over  an  issue,  they  phone  me  at 
home  or  come  up  on  my  back  porch  to 
talk  to  me  about  it. 

"I  have  felt  like  quitting  many  times. 
And  it  has  been  at  those  times  when  I 
turned  to  the  Lord  and  have  gotten  the 
simple  response  from  God,  I  was  per¬ 
secuted  too,  Karen.  ” 

Ms.  Logue,  36,  told  the  Reporter  that 
she  had  never  dreamed  of  a  political 
career  and  that  she  had  been  content 
with  her  responsibilities  as  a  wife  to 
David  Logue  (a  junior  high  school  sci¬ 
ence  teacher),  a  mother  of  two  children 
and  with  her  job  as  a  legal  secretary. 

The  opportunity  to  serve  on  a  larger 
scale  came  in  1980  when  she  was  asked 
to  fill  an  unexpired  city  council  term. 

Recalling  her  political  beginnings 
she  said.  "I  accepted  the  council  posi- 


town  mayor  s  career 


Karen  Logue 

tion  reluctantly,  but  soon  thereafter,  I 
saw  that  I  could  make  a  difference  on 
the  council.  Consequently  I  ran  for  a 
full  term  and  won.  Our  mayor  resigned 
after  my  second  consecutive  term  on 
the  council,  and  I  was  appointed  to  ful¬ 
fill  his  term.  After  that  term  was  over, 
I  ran  on  my  own  for  mayor  and  won.” 

The  Rev.  Elwood  Norton,  pastor  of 
Junction  City’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
describes  Ms.  Logue  as  the  “main  leader 
in  the  church  as  well  as  the  community.” 
He  said,  “She  fills  in  several  places  at 
the  church,  such  as  choir  director  and 
the  administrative  board. 

Ms.  Logue’s  term  as  mayor  ends  in 
November,  and  she  said  she  plans  to 
run  for  re-election.  "My  spirituality 
has  undergirded  me  during  my  years  in 
politics,”  she  said.  "Romans  12  is  my 
motto,  and  it  has  gotten  me  through  a 
lot  of  difficult  times.” 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


South  African 
arrests  protested 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  —  Through  telegrams  to 
the  U.S.  State  Department  and  the 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa,  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  officers  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  ex¬ 
pressed  dismay  at  the  arrest  of  leaders  of 
the  South  African  Council  of  Churches. 

According  to  press  reports,  the  Rev. 
Beyers  Naude,  general  secretary  of  the 
South  African  Council,  and  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
lan  Boesak,  its  senior  vice  president, 
were  among  more  than  200  persons  ar¬ 
rested  March  26  in  Cape  Town,  South 
Africa,  as  they  sought  to  march  to  the 
parliament  building. 

The  march  followed  a  commemora¬ 
tion  service  in  a  downtown  Methodist 
church  honoring  19  Africans  killed  by 
police  in  Langa  township  near  Uitenhage 
March  22.  (Thirty-five  others  were  hos¬ 
pitalized.) 

The  Rev.  Sydney  Luckett,  a  Methodist 
minister,  led  the  service.  Following  his 
announcement  of  plans  to  march  to  par¬ 
liament  and  his  warning  that  marchers 
would  be  breaking  the  law,  half  the  con¬ 
gregation  formed  a  column  outside  and 
began  to  march.  After  a  police  warning, 
marchers  were  arrested. 

All  were  later  released  without  bail 
and  given  the  choice  of  paying  an  admis- 
sion-of-guilt  fine  equivalent  to  about  $25 
or  appearing  in  court  for  violating  the 
Internal  Security  Act. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  of  the  Seat¬ 
tle  Area,  one  of  five  United  Methodist 
bishops  arrested  in  "Free  South  Africa” 
demonstrations  in  the  United  States, 
said,  "This  action  on  the  part  of  the 
South  African  government  indicates  they 
have  no  intention  of  loosening  the  grip  on 
apartheid.” 


New  models  expected  from  academy 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  Upper  Room's  pio¬ 
neer  two-year  spiritual  formation  pro¬ 
gram,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Protestant¬ 
ism,  recently  graduated  its  first  class 
here. 

From  this  beginning,  another  two-year 
academy  and  several  variations,  ranging 
from  a  five-day  introduction  to  spiritual 
formation  to  a  three-year  model,  are 
planned. 

The  Upper  Room  will  repeat  the  two- 
year  course  Jan.  28.  1986,  through  Oct.  24, 
1987.  The  class  will  meet  at  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  five  days  once  each  quarter,  eight 
times  in  all.  as  the  first  academy  did. 

More  information  and  applications  are 
available  from  the  Rev.  Danny  Morris, 
The ‘Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation, 
P.O.  Box  189,  Nashville.  TN  37202, 
phone  (615)  327-2700.  Applications  will 
be  accepted  up  to  Sep.  15,  1985,  and  noti¬ 
fication  of  acceptance  made  by  Oct.  1. 

Using  the  same  two-year,  five-days- 
per-quarter  model,  a  "second  genera¬ 


tion"  academy  (so  called  because  the 
leadership  team  is  made  up  of  graduates 
of  the  "parent”  academy)  will  be  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  North  Alabama  and  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  annual  conferences. 
It  will  start  Oct.  15,  1985,  and  run 
through  Aug.  29,  1987. 

The  quarterly  classes  will  be  held  at 
Camp  Sumatanga  near  Gadsden,  Ala.  In¬ 
formation  and  applications  are  available 
from  Frank  Padgett,  The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation,  Route  2,  Box  73, 
Attalla.  AL  35954,  phone  (205)  538-5039. 
Applications  will  be  received  through 
July  15,  1985,  and  notification  of  accep¬ 
tance  made  by  Aug.  1. 

A  five-day  introduction  to  spiritual  for¬ 
mation  (called  a  “floating  academy")  will 
be  held  in  South  Dakota  in  Aug.  12-17, 
1985.  The  daily  schedule  is  similar  to  the 
five-day  sessions  of  the  two-year  acade¬ 
mies  but  differs  in  that  it  is  a  one-time 
event. 

Further  information  is  available  from 
Kent  Millard.  901  E.  7th.  Mitchell,  SD 


57801,  phone  (605)  996-7721. 

Another  variation  of  the  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation  being  developed  is  a 
floating  model  adapted  to  spirituality  in 
the  black  experience.  To  be  sponsored  by 
The  Upper  Room  and  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction,  it  will  probably  run  from 
Thursday  evening  through  a  Sunday  noon 
with  a  maximum  of  35  participants.  The 
date  has  not  been  set.  Further  informa¬ 
tion  is  available  from  the  Rev.  Robert 
Dungy  at  the  Nashville  address  above 

A  three-year  model  has  been  adopted 
by  the  South  Indiana  Annual  Conference 
The  model  is  available  for  use  in  other 
conferences  from  its  developer,  the  Rev 
Charles  Gipson.  5400  East  62nd  St.,  Indi¬ 
anapolis,  IN  46220. 

Tentatively  planned  for  sometime 
within  the  next  six  months  is  a  five-day 
course.  Introduction  to  Music  and  Litur¬ 
gy  in  Spiritual  Formation,  to  be  held  in 
Nashville.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Danny  Morris  at  the  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation  address  above. 
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Robert  T.  Standhardt  (see  story  at  right) 


Optimism,  needs  shared 
by  missionary  conferences 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— A  spirit  of  coop¬ 
eration  and  optimism  permeated  a  joint 
consultation  here  recently  between  lead¬ 
ers  from  United  Methodism’s  three  mis¬ 
sionary  conferences  (Red  Bird,  Alaska 
and  Oklahoma  Indian)  and  personnel 
from  the  National  Division  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  10  persons  that  represented  each 
missionary  conference  spent  the  two  and 
a  half  days  discussing  issues  such  as  lack 
of  ministers  and  dwindling  local  church 
membership  with  each  other  and  with 
National  Division  staff  and  directors. 

Aware  of  such  problems  in  the  mis¬ 
sionary  conferences,  the  Rev.  Rene  Bi- 
deaux,  chief  executive  of  the  National 
Division,  said  he  considers  the  consulta¬ 
tion  an  indirect  means  of  working  to¬ 
ward  solutions. 

.  “It  is  good  to  discuss  the  concerns  in 
this  arena  with  persons  from  all  the  con¬ 
ferences  because  there  is  a  certain  eval¬ 
uation  built  in  here  and  they  can  see  how 
others  are  doing. 

“Also,  these  consultations  are  very 
healthy  for  all  of  us  in  regard  to  building 
trust  and  confidence.  We  are  learning  as 
a  division  from  the  missionary  confer¬ 
ences,  and  they  are  learning  and  being 
challenged  by  each  other.” 

The  missionary  conferences  are  very 
important  to  the  National  Division,  and 
they  should  be  to  the  entire  church,  Mr. 
Bideaux  said. 

“For  example,”  he  said,  “without  the 
support  of  the  total  church,  there  is  no 
way  we  could  have  a  mission  in  Alaska. 
Many  churches  there  retain  the  qualities 
of  the  native  customs,  and  that  is  a  sign 
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of  respect  and  empowerment  because 
the  people  there  have  something  that  is 
theirs.” 

A  missionary  conference  is  similar  to 
an  annual  conference  but  is  defined  by 
The  Book  of  Discipline  as  having  “limit¬ 
ed  membership  and  resources”  as  well 
as  “particular  mission  opportunities." 
The  Global  Ministries  board  is  assigned 
to  give  "administrative  guidance"  to 
these  missionary  conferences. 

Joint  consultations  between  the  mis- 
sional  conferences  and  National  Division 
staff  have  be  held  since  1980.  In  addition 
to  the  joint  consultations,  which  are  held 
at  least  once  per  quadrennium.  National 
Division  personnel  meet  yearly  with 
groups  from  each  of  the  missional  con¬ 
ferences. 

TY  ratings  high 
on  UMC  ‘show’ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
LOS  ANGELES- In  its  first  TV  role, 
the  otherwise-abandoned  building  of  As- 
bury  United  Methodist  Church  here  ap¬ 
parently  found  itself  in  a  winning 
production. 

TV  ratings  showed  that  NBC’s  movie 
"Hell  Town,”  taped  in  and  around  As- 
bury  UMC,  was  the  most-watched  TV 
show  on  the  night  of  March  6,  says  the 
Rev.  Thomas  H.  Griffith,  pastor  of  As- 
bury’s  congregation. 

Mr.  Griffith  says  he  is  waiting  along 
with  “Hell  Town"  producers  for  some 
word  about  what  happens  next. 

Before  the  broadcast,  Mr.  Griffith  had 
said  that  if  enough  people  watched  the 
pilot  show,  the  show  could  become  a 
weekly  series  starting  in  1985-86  and 
United  Methodists  in  Los  Angeles  could 
end  up  with  more  than  $100,000  a  year  in 
rental  income  for  use  of  the  church 
building.  That  money,  in  turn,  would  be 
used  for  church  development  and  other 
programs  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  (see 
UMR,  March  1). 

The  Asbury  building  has  been  con¬ 
demned  by  the  city  for  not  meeting 
earthquake  standards.  The  Asbury  con¬ 
gregation,  which  is  Filipino,  now  meets 
in  the  building  of  the  predominantly 
white  First  UMC  of  Alhambra,  which  is 
in  an  Hispanic  neighborhood,  Mr.  Grif¬ 
fith  says.  All  of  that  reflects,  as  did  the 
TV  movie,  the  ethnically  diverse,  immi¬ 
grant  environment  that  is  Los  Angeles 
today,  he  said. 

Mr.  Griffith  said  he  thought  the  mov¬ 
ie’s  portrayal  of  a  priest  in  an  inner  city 
parish  essentially  was  realistic,  although 
some  persons  were  concerned  about  the 
violence  of  the  priest  played  by  Robert 
Blake  (formerly  of  the  "Baretta"  TV  se¬ 
ries). 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Position  Available: 
Nursing  Director 

BN  degree  required.  21-bed  facility 
with  out-patient  clinic  and  dental  clin¬ 
ic.  Send  resume  to: 

Doug  Taylor,  Red  Bird  Hospital, 
Beverly,  KY  40913. 


We  re  looking 
for  someone  tfo 
minister  to 
the  needs 
of  the  clergy. 

Ministers  Life,  on  80  year  old  company 
offering  insurance  and  retiremenf  planning  to 
religious  professionals,  is  seeking  regional 
representatives* 

The  qualified  applicant  will  haveo  strong 
commitment  to  serving  the  clergy  as  a  career 
professional,  and  a  desire  for  financial  suc¬ 
cess  No  insurance  or  sales  experience  is 
necessary 

If  you  meet  these  qualifications  and  want 
to  join  an  organization  committed  to  ‘serving 
those  who  serve,'  please  send  your  resume  to: 

Philip  R.  Box,  CLU 
PO  Box  910, 

Minneapolis,  MN  55440 

or  call  toll-free  1-800-328-6124. 

•Representatives  are  needed  in:  Balti¬ 
more,  Connecticut,  Atlanta,  Kentucky, 
Michigan,  Chicago,  Wisconsin,  Oklahoma, 
Houston,  Dallas. 


Ministers  Life 
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Insights  shared  into  handicapping  ministries 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— A  deep,  resonant  voice 
first  attracts  attention  to  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  T  Standhardt.  It  takes  a  minute  to 
realize  that  the  big  voice  comes  from  a 
small  man  seated  in  a  motorized  wheel¬ 
chair. 

A  staff  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Mr.  Standhardt  says  he  tries 
to  use  his  voice  and  other  gifts  from  God 
as  The  Upper  Room’s  director  of  spiritual 
formation  for  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  and  aging  persons. 

In  a  recent  interview,  Mr.  Standhardt 
shared  some  insights  into  ministry  to 
handicapped  persons. 

‘Felt  I  was  the  only  one’ 

Explaining  the  isolation  that  handi¬ 
capped  persons  often  feel,  Mr.  Stand¬ 
hardt  referred  to  his  own  youth. 

“I  felt  like  the  world’s  only  handi¬ 
capped  person  when  I  was  growing  up  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,”  he  said. 
“When  I  went  into  the  ministry,  I  felt  a 
call  to  see  that  other  handicapped  people 
in  the  church  not  feel  that  way.” 

Mr.  Standhardt  edits  a  quarterly 
newsletter  (circulation  700)  that  ad¬ 
dresses  concerns  of  United  Methodists 


with  handicapping  conditions  and  people 
with  an  interest  in  handicapping. 

He  is  working  on  a  spiritual  formation 
model  to  be  used  in  retreats  and  with 
small  groups  to  help  people  deal  with 
suffering,  handicapping  conditions,  and 
aging— “things  we  all  face.” 

According  to  Mr.  Standhardt,  United 
Methodists  have  not  been  helping  prepare 
people  for  these  things.  “A  part  of  the 
problem,”  he  said,  “is  that  our  seminaries 
have  not  been  including  the  subject  of 
handicapping  conditions  in  the  curricu¬ 
lum.”  Mr.  Standhardt  has  taught  seminars 
on  the  subject  at  Vanderbilt  and  Asbury 
seminaries  and  has  been  asked  to  do  a 
symposium  at  Colgate  Rochester  Divinity 
School  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 

"I  noticed  in  traveling  for  The  Upper 
Room,"  said  Mr.  Standhardt,  “that  each 
handicapped  clergyperson  I  met  felt  like 
the  only  one.”  That  led  Mr.  Standhardt  to 
plan  and  . bring  about  a  conference  for 
handicapped  clergypersons.  About  22 
persons  from  around  the  country  went  to 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  for  the  conference 
in  1983. 

Don’t  want  to  be  reminded 

Speaking  of  a  problem  common  to  the 
handicapped,— being  made  to  feel  invisi¬ 


ble— Mr.  Standhardt  explained,  "The 
presence  of  a  handicapped  person  re¬ 
minds  people  they  are  limited  and  vulner¬ 
able.  They  don’t  want  to  be  reminded  and 
push  aside  the  people  who  remind  them.” 

Also,  said  Mr.  Standhardt,  whose 
twisted  hands  made  it  a  challenge  for 
him  as  he  cleared  his  dishes  from  the  cafe¬ 
teria  table  during  the  interview,  people 
have  a  tendency  to  form  stereotypes. 

"The  experience  of  every  person  with 
a  visible  handicap,”  he  said,  “is  that  peo¬ 
ple  assume  that  if  a  person  is  handi¬ 
capped  in  one  way,  he/she  can’t  do 
anything.” 

Many  handicapped  people,  he  said, 
marry  and  divorce.  The  divorce  rate  is 
higher  among  the  handicapped,  he  said, 
because  of  greater  stress. 

In  his  book,  “Journey  to  the  Magical 
City,”  published  last  year  by  The  Upper 
Room,  Mr.  Standhardt  addressed  the 
question  of  why  people  suffer.  The  book 
contains  many  stories,  he  said,  some  of 
them  humorous,  of  the  author’s  struggles 
with  handicapping  and  suffering. 

Speaking  of  his  nine  “exciting”  years 
with  The  Upper  Room  as  an  advocate 
for  the  needs  and  interests  of  the  handi¬ 
capped  and  aging,  Mr.  Standhardt  cited 
1980  as  a  special  year.  At  the  1980  Gen¬ 


eral  Conference,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  adopted  a  package  mandating  in¬ 
clusiveness  for  the  handicapped. 

“The  same  principle  of  evangelism  ap¬ 
plies  to  handicapped  persons  as  to  oth¬ 
ers,"  he  said.  "They  need  to  be  made  to 
feel  they  have  gifts  and  graces  to  offer 
and  not  just  made  objects  of  ministries.” 

Positive  word  of  hope  offered 

“I  do  think  the  Christian  faith  has  a 
very  positive  word  of  hope  to  persons 
with  handicaps  that  is  not  present  else¬ 
where,”  Mr.  Standhardt  said.  "That  word 
is  that  we  are  whole  persons  just  the  way 
we  are.  And  as  God’s  persons,  whatever 
our  gifts  or  talents,  God  wants  them  and 
will  use  them.” 

Mr.  Standhardt  pointed  out  that  a 
large  part  of  Jesus’  ministry  was  to  the 
handicapped.  “Wherever  Jesus  went,”  he 
said,  “he  sought  to  bring  wholeness.  He 
made  it  clear  that  no  one  had  sinned  and 
that  everyone  was  called  to  show  forth 
the  glory  of  God.”  ; 

Mr.  Standhardt  said  his  favorite  Bible 
story  was  the  one  of  the  woman  with  the 
hemorrhage  who  touched  Jesus’  garment 
and  was  told,  “Be  whole.” 

“Essentially,”  said  Mr.  Standhardt, 
“that  is  what  Jesus  says  to  all  of  us.” 


6 Upper  Room 9  born  in  Depression-era  class 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Upper  Room  has  come  a  long  way 
from  a  Sunday  school  classroom  of 
Travis  Park  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
where  it  started  more  than  50  years  ago. 

Mrs.  Beulah  Rahlmann  of  San  Anto¬ 
nio  can  tell  the  story  of  how  The  Upper 
Room  began  better  than  anyone  else 
because  she  was  there.  The  96-year-old 
is  the  only  survivor  of  the  Sunday 
school  class  that  conceived  and  helped 
pray  into  being  the  devotional  guide 
read  around  the  world. 

“We  were  called  the  Ella  Goodwin 
Carter  Philathea  Sunday  School  Class,” 
Mrs.  Rahlmann  told  Beverly  Robber- 
son  in  an  exclusive  interview  for  the 
Southwest  Texas  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter.  Mrs.  Rahlmann  recalled 
that  the  class  had  more  than  100  wom¬ 
en  members  and  that  she  served  as 
class  pianist  and  later  as  its  president. 

“Of  course  we  met  on  Sundays,  but 
we  had  monthly  business  meetings  and 
picnics  and  socials  as  well,”  she  contin¬ 
ued,  smiling  as  she  remembered. 
“Prayers  and  devotions  were  a  part  of 
our  gatherings." 

Pastor  wrote  devotions 

When  the  Travis  Park  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Paul  B.  Kern,  was  elected  a  bish¬ 
op  in  1930,  the  class  lost  its  primary 
source  for  devotional  materials.  With 
Dr.  Kern’s  departure  to  the  episcopacy, 
the  devotional  materials  he  regularly 
included  in  the  church  bulletin  were 
discontinued. 

In  1934  Mrs.  Francis  Craig,  who  had 
been  serving  as  teacher  of  the  class,  was 
elected  conference  representative  to  the 
General  Board  of  Missions  and  assigned 
to  the  Committee  on  Evangelism. 

According  to  Mrs.  Rahlmann,  Mrs. 
Craig  went  to  Nashville  for  the  com¬ 
mittee  meeting,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Arthur  J.  Moore,  wife  of  then  resident 
bishop  in  San  Antonio.  The  two  of  them 
presented  to  the  board  the  idea  of  pub¬ 
lishing  a  quarterly  devotional  booklet 
to  be  sold  in  local  churches. 

"I  knew  it  (the  devotional  guide) 
would  not  be  an  easy  task,"  Mrs.  Craig 
wrote  to  a  friend.  “I  went  home  with  it 
still  in  my  heart,"  she  continued,  add¬ 
ing  that  the  Philathea  Class  and  two 
other  prayer  groups  prayed  about  it. 


Mrs.  Beulah  Rahlmann 


The  Board  of  Missions  bought  the 
idea,  and  Dr.  Grover  Emmons  was  ap¬ 
pointed  as  editor.  The  first  issue  of  The 
Upper  Room  was  published  for  April, 
May.  June  1935.  The  100,000  copies  in 
the  first  edition  sold  out  almost  imme¬ 
diately. 

Mrs.  Rahlmann  pointed  out  that  Mrs. 
Craig  and  Mrs.  Moore  were  both  contrib¬ 
utors  to  that  first  issue.  Among  other 
contributors  were  W.  Angie  Smith, 
Claire  Purcell,  William  C.  Martin,  and 
Paul  N.  Garber,  all  of  whom  became 
bishops. 

Success  from  the  first 

The  Upper  Room,  a  success  from  the 
first,  now  has  a  worldwide  distribution 
of  2.5  million  and  a  readership  estimat¬ 
ed  at  8  million  people.  Bilingual  (En¬ 
glish  and  Spanish)  almost  from  the 
beginning,  The  Upper  Room  is  pub¬ 
lished  in  43  languages  and  60  editions 
(including  Braille,  cassette,  and  large 
print).  It  is  circulated  in  125  countries. 

A  highlight  of  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  was 
the  50th  anniversary  of  The  Upper 
Room,  celebrated  with  a  banquet  for 
more  than  600  persons  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  in  Nashville. 

Among  honored  guests  were  family 
members  of  the  six  former  editors,  in¬ 
cluding  the  four  living  former  editors 


and  a  former  British  Isles  edition  editor. 

A  video  history  of  the  Upper  Room 
made  especially  for  the  occasion  of  the 
50th  anniversary  featured  an  interview 
in  which  Mrs.  Rahlmann  told  the  story 
of  how  the  devotional  came  about. 

More  than  a  magazine 

Today  the  words  “The  Upper  Room” 
identify  more  than  just  the  name  of  the 
daily  devotional  magazine.  Upper 
Room  is  the  name  of  an  entire  section 
of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
The  section  publishes  two  other  devo¬ 
tional  magazines— Alive  Now!  and 
Pockets— about  25  books  a  year  and 
the  monthly,  award-winning  Christian 
Home  magazine,  which  the  board  re¬ 
cently  decided  to  market  more  vigor¬ 
ously  across  the  church. 

A  new  monthly  magazine  on  Chris¬ 
tian  spirituality,  called  Pilgrim  Jour¬ 
ney,  will  be  available  beginning  in 
January  1986. 

The  Upper  Room  section  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  has  also  become 
a  focal  point  for  spiritual  growth  and 
development  across  the  church.  Its 
varied  activities  include: 

•  A  nationwide  telephone  prayer 
ministry  that  becomes  international 
through  intercessory  prayer  groups  in 
Canada  and  Mexico  as  well  as  across 
all  of  the  United  States.  The  ministry  is 
directed  from  the  Living  Prayer  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Nashville.  Volunteers  from 
throughout  the  area,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Upper  Room  staff  persons,  re¬ 
ceive  prayer  requests  from  across  the 
country.  The  requests  are  referred  to 
covenant  prayer  groups  in  three  coun¬ 
tries. 

•  A  variety  of  educational  and  spiri¬ 
tual  growth  retreats  and  experiences. 
They  include  the  Weekend  Adventure 
of  Living  Prayer,  the  Living  Reminder 
Retreat,  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  and  a 
youth  Walk  to  Emmaus  called  Chrysa¬ 
lis. 

•  A  joint  sponsorship  with  United 
Methodist  Men  in  which  The  Upper 
Room  has  developed  a  spiritual  forma¬ 
tion  program  for  United  Methodist 
Men.  That  will  be  premiered  at  the 
Men’s  Congress  at  Purdue  in  July. 

•  Additionally,  the  Upper  Room 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation  has 


just  completed  the  first  two-year  cycle 
of  the  "parent”  model  in  Nashville.  The 
1  Academy  will  be  expanded  to  include  a 
second  academy  at  Camp  Sumatanga, 
Ala.,  and  several  other  adaptations  of 
the  academy  model,  including  a  five- 
day  Introduction  to  Spiritual  Forma¬ 
tion  and  An  Introduction  to  Spiritual 
Formation  in  the  Black  Experience  to 
be  held  in  various  locations. 

Other  ministries  of  The  Upper  Room 
include  producing  a  daily  radio  pro¬ 
gram,  “Be  Still  and  Know,"  aired  by 
approximately  325  radio  station  na¬ 
tionwide,  and  30-second  devotional  ra¬ 
dio  spots  provided  free  of  charge  to  an 
estimated  675  radio  stations  each  day. 
Other  audio  resources  include  recorded 
music  and  hymns  from  The  Upper 
Room  Chapel. 

Chapel  is  main  tourist  spot 

A  further  dimension  of  The  Upper 
Room  is  The  Upper  Room  Chapel  and 
Museum,  located  at  the  Upper  Room’s 
headquarters  in  Nashville  and  visited  by 
some  250,000  people  each  year.  The  cha¬ 
pel  and  its  world-famous  wood  carving 
of  The  Last  Supper,  World  Christian  Fel¬ 
lowship  window  and  the  symbolic  Agape 
Garden  are  focal  points  of  inspiration 
and  worship.  The  museum  houses  scrip¬ 
ture  manuscripts,  one  of  the  largest  col¬ 
lections  of  John  Wesley’s  letters  and 
religious  art  objects  and  paintings  from 
all  over  the  world. 

The  founders  who  dared  carry  an  idea 
from  Travis  Park  Church  to  Nashville  in 
the  midst  of  the  Great  Depression  could 
not  have  imagined  the  scope  of  the 
dream  they  set  in  motion.  According  to 
The  Upper  Room’s  story  included  in  the 
50th  anniversary  March,  April  1985  is¬ 
sue,  The  Upper  Room  is  now  not  only 
more  than  a  daily  devotional  guide  but  is 
even  more  than  all  its  separate  minis¬ 
tries. 

It  is  “a  worldwide  movement  whose 
depth  of  spiritual  insight  and  devotion¬ 
al  resources  have  been  committed  to 
raising  prayer  to  a  lifestyle  for  half  a 
century,"  the  story  says.  “It  is  a  world¬ 
wide  movement  committed  to  further¬ 
ing  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  by 
nurturing  and  enriching  the  life  of  the 
spirit.” 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


the  church  today 


UM  hospital  purchaser 
announces  giant  merger 

NASHVILLE  (UMR)-Hospital  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  America  announced  March  31 
that  it  has  entered  into  a  definitive 
merger  agreement  with  American  Hos¬ 
pital  Supply  Corp.,  making  the  merged 
companies  worth  an  estimated  $6.6  bil¬ 
lion. 

The  supply  company,  based  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  reportedly  controls  more  than  a 
fourth  of  the  U.S.  market  for  hospital 
supplies. 

In  Wichita,  Kan.,  officials  of  Wesley 
Medical  Center  said  they  did  not  expect 
the  merger  of  HCA  and  American  Hospi¬ 
tal  Supply  Corp.  to  have  any  effect  on 
HCA’s  purchase  of  the  historically 
church-related  medical  center. 

The  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference 
in  February  approved  sale  of  the  750-bed 
hospital  to  HCA.  Transfer  of  title  to  the 
corporation  is  expected  to  take  about 
two  or  three  more  months. 

The  annual  conference  is  expected  to 
receive  the  first  of  three  annual  $10  mil¬ 
lion  payments  12  months  after  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  the  deal. 

Mission  Society  plans 
first  commissioning 

DALLAS  (UMR)— The  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  has  announced  it 
will  commission  its  first  missionaries 
May  6  at  Highland  Park  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  here. 

The  number  of  persons  to  be  commis¬ 
sioned  and  where  they  will  be  assigned 
was  not  announced. 

Founders  of  the  year-old,  Atlanta  or¬ 
ganization,  which  is  not  officially  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  denomination,  have 
described  it  variously  as  an  alternate 
and  as  a  supplemental  sending  agency  to 
the  official  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


The  Rev.  David  B.  Barrett,  an  Angli¬ 
can  missionary  in  Kenya  who  is  widely 
respected  in  denominational  mission  cir¬ 
cles  for  his  "World  Christian  Encyclope¬ 
dia,”  will  deliver  a  major  address  at  the 
service,  say  Mission  Society  officials. 

Seminary  class  of  1939 
plans  ‘living  archives’ 

MADISON,  N.J.— The  class  of  1939 
from  Drew  Theological  Seminary  here 
will  launch  a  program  in  June  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  United  Methodism’s  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History, 
based  on  the  campus. 

Class  members  will  invite  a  dozen  per¬ 
sons  to  come  to  Madison  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  new  archival  facilities 
and  will  encourage  these  visitors  to 
leave  their  own  historical  items,  includ¬ 
ing  certain  amounts  of  oral  history,  with 
the  new  archives  center. 

Nominations  for  first  participants  in 
the  "living  archives”  program  may  be 
made  to  Dr.  Elmer  Schmitt,  975  Sutter 
Ave.,  Sunnyvale,  CA  94086. 

Participants  will  be  asked  to  pay  their 
transportation,  but  meals  and  housing 
will  be  provided. 

First  professor  installed 
from  evangelism  funds 

NASHVILLE'  (UMNS)— The  first  pro¬ 
fessor  of  evangelism  funded  by  a  special 
grant  from  the  Foundation  for  Evange¬ 
lism  has  been  installed  at  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Theology. 

The  Rev.  Chester  Williams,  former 
professor  at  Rutgers  and  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  Christian  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  was  installed  recently  as 
the  first  evangelism  professor  funded  by 
the  E.  Stanley  Jones  Fund. 

The  fund,  initiated  and  sustained 
through  the  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Evangelism,  was  established  to 


help  fund  chairs  of  evangelism  in  United 
Methodist  seminaries,  said  the  Rev. 
Charles  Kinder,  foundation  president  . 

Publishing  House  to  close 
Illinois  regional  center 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)— Cokesbury,  the 
retail  division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  will  close  its  midwest- 


ern  regional  mail-order  center  effective 
July  1. 

The  General  Board  of  Publication, 
governing  body  for  the  Publishing  House, 
affirmed  plans  of  the  staff  executives  to 
close  the  Park  Ridge,  Ill.,  mail-order 
center. 

The  transfer  leaves  two  national  mail¬ 
order  centers  for  Cokesbury— one  in 
Nashville  and  one  in  Burlingame,  Calif. 


The  Iliff  School  of  Theology 

Summer  School 
June  17  -  August  23, 1985 

Courses  available  for  clergy  or  lay  persons  for 
Academic  credit  Audit 
Continuing  education  units 


Distinguished  ecumenical  faculty  includes : 


Harrell  Beck 
Preston  Williams 
Peggy  Way 
Van  Harvey 
Victor  Furnish 


Harvey  Potthoff 
James  Dittes 
Emma  Justes 
Burke  Long 
William  McClain 


Walker  Railey 
Luke  Tobin 
Philip  Wogaman 
David  Petersen 
Marc  Saperstein 


Locations:  Denver,  Aspen,  Breckenridge,  Colorado 
Ring  Lake  Ranch,  Wyoming 

Excellent  opportunity  for  study  and  personal  enrichment  combined  with  family 
vacation  in  the  beautiful  Rocky  Mountains. 

For  further  information,  contact  Office  of  the  Dean,  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology, 
2201  So.  University  Blvd.,  Denver,  Colorado 80210  Phone:  (303)  744-1287 
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6 God  Squad 5  watches  over  Indiana  legislature 


By  ED  SATTERFIELD 
Religious  News  Service 
INDIANAPOLIS  -  In  the  Indi¬ 
ana  statehouse,  they  represent  God's 
squad  —  a  friendly  coalition  of  four  lob¬ 
byists  who  make  it  their  business  to  mix 
religion  and  politics. 

M.  Desmond  Ryan,  a  ruddy-faced  Irish 
Roman  Catholic,  is  director  of  the  Indi¬ 
ana  Catholic  Conference.  He  shares  reli¬ 
gious  lobbying  efforts  this  year  with  Les 
Paulsen,  a  Quaker,  Diane  Dunlap,  a 
United  Methodist,  and  Jim  Borman,  the 
first  lobbyist  employed  by  the  Indiana 
Jewish  Community  Relations  Council. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  a  veteran  of  several  State- 
house  sessions.  Mr.  Paulsen  lobbied  for 
three  years  for  the  Indiana  Friends  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Legislation.  Ms.  Dunlap  is  a 
part-time  employee  of  the  Indiana  Coun¬ 


cil  of  Churches. 

Since  January,  the  four  have  been  din¬ 
ing  together,  comparing  notes  on  bills, 
swapping  information  and  offering  con¬ 
solation  when  favored  legislation  bites 
the  dust. 

They  are  responsible  to  their  organiza¬ 
tions  for  keeping  tabs  on  crucial  propos¬ 
als.  And  that  can  mean  anything  from 
monitoring  the  progress  of  a  now-dead 
state  lottery  measure  —  which  the 
Quakers  fought  hard  to  defeat  —  to 
watching  bills  geared  to  Hoosier  “quality 
of  life.” 

While  there  are  many  areas  in  which 
they  are  divided  —  including  abortion, 
tax  credits  for  private  schools  and  pray¬ 
er  in  public  schools  —  the  group  shows 
solidarity  in  what  is  termed  the  ‘‘human 
services”  area. 


Backing  human  services  in  Indiana  is 
like  “fighting  a  nuclear  war  with  a  BB 
gun,"  Ms.  Dunlap  said. 

“It’s  very  difficult  for  human  ser¬ 
vices,”  Mr.  Borman  concedes.  His  coun¬ 
cil  represents  the  major  Jewish 
organizations  in  the  state. 

"The  critical  key  is  an  informed  con¬ 
stituency,”  Ms.  Dunlap  said.  "I  really  do 
believe  that  the  best  lobbyist  is  a  constit¬ 
uent,  and  I  spend  a  lot  of  time  letting 
church  groups  know  what  we  do.” 

Mr.  Ryan  leads  an  active  system  that 
includes  regular  mailings  to  "net-work¬ 
ers”  all  over  the  state.  In  addition,  he 
said  he  frequently  entertains  large 
groups  of  net-workers  who  visit  the 
statehouse  from  Indiana’s  five  Catholic 
dioceses. 

In  March,  the  lobbyists’  four  parent 


groups  put  together  a  position  paper  on 
AFDC,  a  beleaguered  welfare  program 
in  which  benefits  have  not  been  adjusted 
in  the  state  since  1969. 

They  also  came  to  agreement  on  Indi¬ 
ana  House  Bill  1082,  the  tax-exemption 
bill  passed  by  the  Indiana  Senate. 

As  representatives  of  religious  com¬ 
munities,  they  opposed  the  measure  be¬ 
cause  it  “will  not  significantly  decrease 
an  individual’s  income  tax”  and  does 
nothing  to  help  "dependent  Hoosiers  — 
the  elderly,  handicapped  and  poor." 

While  none  savors  defeat,  it  is  the  gen¬ 
eral  nature  of  the  four  lobbyists  to  be 
upbeat. 

“I’ve  even  had  legislators  ask  me  what 
is  the  church’s  position  on  certain  bills,” 
Mr.  Ryan  said.  “I’ve  never  had  a  bad 
experience." 


National  ad  group  salutes  UMC  clergyman 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  One  drawing  looks 
like  a  maze.  Another  resembles  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  board  game  in  which  a  needle  is 
spun  and  a  counter  advanced  along  the 
path  indicated. 

Snaking  through  the  maze  and  the 
board  game  are  these  words:  “Life  is 
filled  with  unexpected  twists  and  turns 
so  we  sometimes  feel  lost,  frightened, 
alone.  But  there  is  someplace  to  turn 
for  guidance.  Turn  to  your  house  of 
worship.  Find  your  way  with  God.” 

At  the  end  of  the  path  is  a  small 
candle  in  a  stained-glass  window.  Un¬ 
derneath  is  “RIAL  —  Religion  in 
American  Life.” 

During  the  next  two  months  these 
public  service  ads,  the  latest  in  an  an¬ 
nual  series  sponsored  jointly  by  Reli¬ 
gion  in  American  Life  and  the  Advertis¬ 
ing  Council,  will  appear  in  newspapers 
and  magazines,  and  on  television  and 
radio  across  the  country. 

The  man  behind  the  ad  campaign 
and  other  RIAL  activities  is  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  the  Rev.  David  W. 
Gockley,  a  member  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference.  For 
16  years  he  has  piloted  this  unique  na¬ 
tional  organization  advocating  faith  in 
God,  love  of  neighbor  and  lifelong  reli¬ 
gious  education. 


At  a  dinner  in  the  Waldorf  Astoria’s 
grand  ballroom  here  recently,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  business,  the  advertising 
world  and  51  national  religious  organi¬ 
zations  paid  tribute  to  Dr.  Gockley  and 
the  Ad  Council. 

Master  of  ceremonies  was  0.  Milton 
Gossett,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
who  heads  Saatchi  &  Saatchi  Compton 
advertising  agency,  creator  of  the 
“Find  Your  Way  with  God"  campaign. 
Mr.  Gossett  read  a  telegram  of  greet¬ 
ing  from  President  Ronald  Reagan, 
long-time  RIAL  supporter.  While  on 
television’s  “Death  Valley  Days,"  Rea¬ 
gan  read  one  of  RIAL’S  early  mes¬ 
sages,  said  Mr.  Gossett. 

Archbishop  Torkom  Manoogian,  pri¬ 
mate  of  the  Armenian  Church  of  Amer¬ 
ica  and  chairperson  of  the  RIAL  board, 
thanked  Dr.  Gockley  for  the  “tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  time  and  energy"  given 
to  the  organization’s  various  programs 
over  the  last  16  years.  Other  speakers 
mentioned  his  “buoyancy,  commit¬ 
ment,  resolute  spirit  and  thorough¬ 
ness.” 

Dr.  Gockley  began  working  for  RIAL 
as  public  relations  director  in  1961  af¬ 
ter  five  years  in  a  similar  post  with  the 
Greater  Philadelphia  Council  of 
Churches.  He  became  RIAL’S  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officer  in  1969. 

Under  his  leadership  the  number  of 


participants,  including  national  Protes¬ 
tant,  Roman  Catholic,  Eastern  Ortho¬ 
dox,  Jewish  and  other  non-Christian 
groups,  has  increased  from  32  to  51, 
and  the  budget  has  more  than  doubled. 
The  Charles  E.  Wilson  Award  was  initi¬ 
ated  in  1973,  and  clergy-laity  seminars 
to  discuss  morality  in  business  were 
begun  in  1979. 

Dr.  Gockley  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  that  RIAL'S  greatest 
achievement  has  been  to  get  business 
and  the  religious  community,  at  odds 
for  many  years,  to  work  together.  “My 
prime  motivation  has  been  to  get  cler¬ 
gy  and  laity  to  think  together  to  build  a 
better  society,”  he  added. 

The  Gockley  philosophy  is  perhaps 
epitomized  by  the  motto:  “Working  for 
God  pays  very  little  but  the  returns  in 
benefits  are  out  of  this  world.”  He  dis¬ 
tributed  copies  to  speakers  at  the  Wal¬ 
dorf  dinner. 

Archbishop  Manoogian  also  intro¬ 
duced  RIAL’S  president-elect,  the  Rev. 
Alan  J.  Sorem  from  the  division  of  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA).  He  took  office  April  1. 

The  1985  Charles  E.  Wilson  memori¬ 
al  award  was  presented  to  Raymond  J. 
Petersen,  executive  vice  president  of 
Hearst  Magazines,  in  recognition  of  his 
devotion  to  religion,  distinction  in  his 
career  and  dedication  to  humanity. 


History  of  Hymns 

Author  faced  opposition 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Look,  ye  saints !  the  sight  is  glorious: 
See  the  Man  of  Sorrows  now; 
From  the  fight  returned  victorious. 
Every  knee  to  him  shall  bow; 
Crown  him,  crown  him, 

Crowns  become  the  Victor's  brow. 

Thomas  Kelly  was  Irish  and  was  or¬ 
dained  as  a  Church  of  England  minister. 
His  evangelical  preaching  in  Ireland  was 
opposed  by  ecclesiastical  authorities, 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  closed  all 
pulpits  of  his  diocese  to  him. 

Kelly  continued  preaching,  however, 
and  proclaimed  a  fervent  gospel  mes¬ 
sage  anywhere  he  could  secure  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  preach.  A  man  of  independent 
means,  Kelly  built  his  own  churches  and 
preached  there.  He  was  a  thorough  Bible 
scholar,  well-versed  in  classical  and  Ori¬ 
ental  languages. 

Of  his  765  hymns,  no  more  than  three 
are  found  in  hymnals  today.“Look,  ye 
saints!  the  sight  is  glorious"  was  written 
in  1809  and  published  that  year  under 
the  heading  "The  Second  Advent."  The 
hymn  is  based  on  Revelation  11:15:  “And 
there  were  great  voices  in  heaven,  say¬ 


ing,  'The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  be¬ 
come  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of 
his  Christ;  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever 
and  ever.’  ” 

This  is  the  same  text  used  so  effective¬ 
ly  in  Handel's  chorus  “Hallelujah”  in  his 
oratorio  “Messiah." 

One  tune  associated  with  Kelly’s  hymn 
and  written  by  the  Welsh  composer,  Wil¬ 
liam  Owen,  is  known  as  “Bryn  Calfaria” 
(meaning  Mount  Calvary).  Owen  wrote  the 
tune  for  a  Welsh  text  that  dealt  with  Jesus 
and  the  cross.  The  sturdiness  of  the  tune  is 
reflected  in  the  comment  of  Erik  Routley 
that  it  is  a  “piece  of  real  Celtic  rock.” 

Owen  spent  his  life  in  Wales.  His  fa¬ 
ther  worked  in  the  slate  quarries;  as  a 
young  man  William  also  worked  there. 
He  was  gifted  as  a  singer  and  wrote  his 
first  hymn  tune  when  he  was  18. 

The  tune  has  a  prominent  part  in  the 
musical  score  of  the  1941  award-winning 
motion  picture  “How  Green  Was  My  Val¬ 
ley,”  an  intense  story  of  Welsh  coal  min¬ 
ers.  Walter  Pidgeon,  Maureen  O’Hara, 
and  Donald  Crisp  starred  in  this  film. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“When  We  Walk  with  the  Lord " 


Helps  her  ‘adopted*’  children 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon  —  Mabel  Summers  has  “adopted”  children  at  the  Beirut 
Baptist  School,  never  having  had  any  of  her  own.  One  of  her  favorite  tasks  is 
;  supervising  the  school  playground  before  and  after  school.  She  also  deftly 
displays  her  ability  to  braid  the  long  hair  of  one  seemingly  appreciative 
young  lady.  religious  news  service  photo 


Methodist  woman  scholar 
writes  book  on  Mormons 


By  VIRGINIA  CULVER 
Religious  News  Service 

DENVER  —  Jan  Shipps  didn’t  even 
know  a  Mormon  until  she  was  grown. 

But  the  Huey  town,  Ala.,  native,  now  a 
history  professor  at  Indiana  University, 
has  written  a  book  which  has  been  hailed 
by  historians  as  a  landmark  in  Mormon 
history. 

Claiming  that  Mormonism  is  more 
than  a  sect  or  cult  but  a  separate  reli¬ 
gion,  and  steering  clear  of  "the  quag 
mire”  of  arguing  whether  Mormonism  is 
valid,  Ms.  Shipps  argues  that  history 
can't  answer  the  question  of  whether 
revelations  of  Mormon  leaders  are  true. 

“But  history  can  tell  us  about  those 
who  believe  the  revelations  and  what  ef¬ 
fect  they  had  on  people’s  lives.  There  is 
not  historical  proof  for  the  resurrection 
either,  except  through  a  pattern  of  be¬ 
lief,”  Ms.  Shipps  said  in  an  interview. 

An  active  United  Methodist  in  Bloom 
ington,  Ind.,  the  scholar  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Mormons  when  she  and  her 
husband,  both  in  their  early  20s,  moved 
to  Logan,  Utah,  in  the  early  1960s.  Al¬ 
though  the  town  "seemed  like  a  lot  of 
other  small  towns,  I  felt  something  was 
ever  so  slightly  different,  like  twilight 
zone,”  she  said. 

She  was  determined  to  find  out  what 
the  difference  is,  and  the  book,  called 
“Mormonism:  The  Story  of  a  New  Reli¬ 
gious  Tradition,”  is  the  result  of  10  years 
of  research  on  the  150-year-old  religion. 

Ms.  Shipps  admitted  that  the  story  of 


Mormonism  "seems  odd”  to  many  peo¬ 
ple,  but  said  it  has  many  parallels 
with  the  story  of  Jews  in  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment. 

And  she  has  come  to  believe  that  Mor¬ 
monism  is  more  than  a  religion,  “but  a 
kind  of  ethnicity.  They  are  a  people,  not 
a  denomination,”  she  said. 

Evidence  of  this,  she  said,  is  that  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  the  history  and  basis  of 
the  movement,  terms  the  Mormons  the 
chosen  people  descended  from  the  an¬ 
cient  Israelites;  that  Mormons  receive  a 
patriarchal  blessing  during  baptism 
which  puts  them  into  the  “tribe  of 
Ephraim”;  that  a  “complex  set  of  kin¬ 
ships  was  developed"  during  polygamy; 
and  that  for  many  years,  Mormon  fam¬ 
ilies  adopted  other  Mormon  families  to 
reinforce  the  kinship. 

“Joining  the  Mormon  Church  is  very 
different  from  becoming  a  Methodist," 
Ms.  Shipps  said. 

Her  book  notes  parallels  between  the 
ancient  Jewish  experience  when  they 
were  forced  into  exile  and  that  of  the 
Mormons. 

In  the  mid-1800s,  the  Mormons  were 
forced  out  of  Nauvoo,  Ill.,  under  threat 
of  death.  The  Mormon  exodus  was  ham¬ 
pered  by  the  Mississippi  River,  which  at 
that  point  was  a  mile  wide  and  running 
with  ice.  Ms.  Shipps  theorized  that  the 
river  froze  over  and  the  people  were 
able  to  walk  over  it  —  a  parallel  to 
Moses  parting  the  Red  Sea  for  the  escap¬ 
ing  Israelites. 


Dear  Deborah 


Teen  should  use  maturity 
to  her  own  best  advantage 


Dear  Deborah: 

Please  forgive  me  if  I  sound  critical. 
That  is  not  my  intent.  Your  answer  to 
"J,”  the  13-year-old  who  is  maturing  at  a 
different  rate  than  her  peers,  seemed  to 
lack  something.  Perhaps  you  have  been 
on  the  “outside  looking  in”  and  do  not 
have  the  special  understanding  of  the 
situation. 

Depending  upon  where  she  lives,  of 
course,  there  may  be  a  number  of  activi¬ 
ties  in  which  J  can  participate  and 
where  common  goals  or  functions  are 
important  and  age  not  such  a  factor.  I 
believe  that  J  would  find  her  uniqueness 
exciting  if  she  were  involved  in  activities 
. . .  such  as  community  theater,  volun¬ 
teer  work  at  the  library  or  hospital,  in 
any  program  where  youth  are  involved 
but  not  specific  age  groups. 

We  cannot  know  what  J  really  means 
when  she  mentions  dressing  and  acting 
older,  but  it’s  possible  that  she  is  not 
trying  to  act  older.  She  may  simply  not 
be  the  “preppy”  type.  Perhaps  her  tastes 
actually  run  a  little  different  from  her 
peers  and  that  puts  her  on  the  outside  a 
bit.  Maybe  she  needs  some  help  in  self¬ 
acceptance. 

Could  it  be  that  her  parents  are  trying 
to  push  her  into  a  mold  that  they  idealize 
for  a  13-year-old  —  (many  of  my  friends 
do  that  without  really  knowing  it)  —  and 


are  not  sensitive  enough  to  know  how  J 
feels?  Might  you  have  suggested  that  J 
inquire  about  a  group  that  helps  teens 
and  parents  communicate?  Understand¬ 
ing  is  a  two-way  street;  sounds  to  me  like 
both  J  and  her  parents  need  help. 

Obviously  there  is  a  foundation  from 
which  to  build.  J  does  attend  church  and 
church  activities;  she  does  not  want  to 
become  involved  with  immoral  activi¬ 
ties,  and  she  sought  advice  through  a 
Christian  column. 

J  is  13  now.  By  the  time  she  is  16,  her 
life  can  be  glowingly  wonderful,  and  she 
may  enjoy  a  relationship  with  her  par¬ 
ents  that  is  rare.  As  a  family,  they  might 
have  all  the  perplexities  out  of  the  way 
when  many  of  her  peers  are  just  enter- 
ing  their  difficulties.  sincerely. 

Dear  Bernice:  Bernice 


Your  letter  is  thoughtful  and  help¬ 
ful.  Sorry  I  could  not  include  all  of  it 
here  but  rest  assured  that  J  will 
have  the  whole  content  sent  to  her 


as  you  suggest.  It  is  difficult  for  par¬ 
ents  to  accept  the  fact  that  matura¬ 
tion  has  been  speeded  up.  They  may 
not  like  it  but  it  is  a  reality  to  be 
dealt  with,  as  there  is  as  much  as 
two  and  a  half  years  difference  be¬ 
tween  generations. 
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SAN  CLEMENTE,  Calif.— The  Rev.  Stan  George,  retired  Presbyterian 
minister,  tunes  up  for  his  15th  annual  cross-country  ride  to  the  Presbyterian 
General  Assembly  in  Indianapolis,  promoting  along  the  way  his  favorite 
charity— Heifer  Project  International.  He  will  be  riding  a  new  1100  Gold 
Wing  Honda,  a  gift  replacing  this  750  Honda  he  has  ridden  170,000  miles 


Presbyterian  minister 
‘motors  for  Master 9 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  CLEMENTE,  Calif. -After  mak¬ 
ing  more  than  $1  million  last  May,  the 
Rev.  Stan  George,  retired  Presbyterian 
minister,  has  set  a  new  goal. 

By  1990  he  expects  to  reach  $2  mil¬ 
lion— in  contributions,  that  is— that  he 
either  makes  directly  or  is  responsible 
for  raising  for  his  favorite  mission  proj¬ 
ect,  Heifer  Project  International. 

For  nearly  10  years  Mr.  George  and 
his  wife  Helen  have  offered  to  match  any 
gift  from  any  person  or  any  church  to 
Heifer  Project.  Anyone  who  takes  up  the 
Georges’  challenge  automatically  be¬ 
comes  a  “George  Partner." 

The  Georges  have  contributed  more 
than  $300,000  of  their  own  money  in 
matching  "George  Partner"  donations. 
Joining  the  Georges  in  this  unique  ongo¬ 
ing  program  are  10  other  couples  who 
began  to  help  when  the  Georges’  funds 
started  running  low. 

Mr.  George  hopes  to  raise  $100,000  of 
the  second  million  in  time  for  the  George 
Partners’  10th  anniversary  Oct.  1,  1985, 
he  told  the  Reporter  in  a  recent  inter¬ 
view.  This  money  will  help  build  the  new 
training  center  at  the  Heifer  Project  In¬ 
ternational  Livestock  Center  at  Perry- 
ville.  Ark. 

He  will  be  sending  out  quarterly  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  2,000  partners— many  of 
them  United  Methodist  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals— who  helped  on  the  first  $1 
million  for  Heifer  Project. 

Going  promotin’  again 

And  the  78-year-old  who  uses  a  motor¬ 
cycle  as  his  regular  transportation— he 
calls  it  “Motorcycling  for  the  Master”— 
is  getting  ready  for  a  two-month,  cross¬ 
country  motorcycle  trip  to  Indianapolis 
to  promote  Heifer  Project  and  to  attend 
the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly  in 
early  June.  He  has  lined  up  64  speaking 
engagements  along  the  way  in  churches 
of  various  denominations  and  may  add  a 
few  more. 

The  trip,  which  begins  May  16,  will  be 
Mr.  George’s  10th  consecutive  cross¬ 
country  motorcycle  trip  promoting  Heif¬ 
er  Project  and  his  15th  since  he  bought  a 
750  Honda— for  reasons  he  has  never  fig¬ 
ured  out— the  day  he  retired  at  age  62. 
Mr.  George  had  expected  to  make  the 
forthcoming  trip  on  the  same  15-year- 
old  cycle  which  has  170,000  miles  on  it 

Instead,  he  will  set  off  on  a  new 
llOOcc  Gold  Wing  Honda  which  he  re¬ 
cently  received  as  a  gift.  “I  am  excited," 
Mr.  George  told  the  Reporter. 

“Everyone  is  saying  they  think  I  am 
worth  enough  to  the  kingdom  that  they 
want  me  to  go  safely,”  explained  the 
man  who  will  hardly  buy  a  new  pair  of 
boots  for  himself,  preferring  to  save  the 
money  to  help  others. 

And  for  the  Georges’  50th  anniversary 
June  27,  Mr.  George  said  they  are  insist¬ 
ing  on  “no  gifts  except  to  Heifer  Proj¬ 
ect.” 

According  to  Mr.  George,  George 
Partners  in  support  of  Heifer  Project  got 
its  start  nearly  10  years  ago  on  the 
Georges'  40th  anniversary. 

On  the  boat  back  from  Catalina  Island 
on  that  anniversary,  Stan  George  confid¬ 


ed  to  his  wife  that  if  they  lived  seven 
more  years,  their  inherited  assets  would 
double  again,  making  them  millionaires. 
Helen  George  was  not  pleased  at  that 
prospect  and  challenged  her  husband  to 
practice  what  he  preached. 

“She  took  over  the  preaching  that 
day,”  Mr.  George  told  the  Reporter, 
“and  quoted,  ‘It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive,'  and  ‘You  can’t  take  it 
with  you.'  ” 

By  the  time  the  boat  docked,  the  couple 
had  agreed  to  give  instead  of  receiving. 
Not  long  after  that,  said  Mr.  George,  they 
invited  two  couples  over  and  offered  to 
match  their  gifts  to  Heifer  Project. 

Project  helps  people 

Why  Heifer  Project?  "We  believe  in 
Heifer  Project,”  Mr.  George  said,  “‘be¬ 
cause  it  helps  people  help  themselves." 
He  said  he  and  his  wife  receive  more 
than  100  letters  some  days  from  persons 
thanking  them  for  introducing  them  to  a 
project  so  desirable  and  so  worthy. 
"People  are  glad  to  tie  into  something 
that  meets  needs  in  a  self-help  way-1- 
something  that  isn’t  a  ripoff,"  he  said. 

To  have  more  to  give,  the  Georges  livfe 
by  their  favorite  motto,  “Let  us  live  sim¬ 
ply  that  others  may  simply  live.”  Mr 
George  gets  his  hair  cut  just  twice  a  year 
and  saves  gasoline  by  riding  his  motor¬ 
cycle  nearly  everywhere.  “It’s  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  save  who  have,"  he  said.  "And 
we  don’t  spend  thousands  on  travel,  new 
cars  or  clothes." 

According  to  the  Rev.  Lawrence  F. 
Peel,  a  United  Methodist  minister  serv¬ 
ing  as  southwest  region  director  of  Heif¬ 
er  Project  International,  the  Georges’ 
ongoing  gift-matching  program  is 
unique.  Other  groups  or  individuals  have 
sometimes  matched  gifts,  he  said,  but 
only  on  a  one-time  basis. 

Mr.  Peel  describes  Mr.  George  as  a 
man  of  "terrific  vitality,  a  zealot  in  Ins 
excitement  about  Heifer  Project.  No 
matter  what  he  does,”  Mr.  Peel  said,  “lie 
goes  at  it  with  a  great  amount  of  energy.” 

And  Mr.  George  uses  his  energy  for 
what  he  considers  most  important— db- 
ing.  “I  want  to  use  the  years  I  have  left 
in  the  best  way  possible,"  he  said. 

Other  causes  aided 

Besides  being  "a  volunteer  in  Christ’s 
name  for  Heifer  Project  International," 
Mr.  George  has  been  a  volunteer  for  the 
Council  on  Alcohol  Problems  since  1958 
and  for  the  American  Bible  Society  since 
1971.  He  is  the  author  of  three  books: 
“God  and  I  on  Two  Wheels,"  "Questions 
Asked  Of  Jesus  and  By  Jesus"  and  “The 
Teachings  of  Jesus  Relating  to  War  and 
Peace.”  He  is  the  South  Orange  County 
representative  in  the  Christian  Motorcy¬ 
clists  Association 

The  Georges  live  on  a  bluff  overlook¬ 
ing  the  ocean  and  manage  the  apart¬ 
ments  where  they  live.  Helen  helps  with 
record  keeping  and  correspondence  for 
“George  Partners,"  and  Stan  accepts  in¬ 
vitations  to  speak  gratis  for  Heifer  Proj¬ 
ect.  But  he  no  longer  sleeps  in 
cemeteries  or  under  bridges  en  route  as 
he  did  on  his  first  long  motorcycle  odys¬ 
sey  through  35  states,  Mexico  and  Cana¬ 
da.  Now  he  stays  with  friends. 


Angolans  celebrate  centennial 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LUANDA,  Angola  —  Pageantry,  dra¬ 
ma.  music  and  general  rejoicing  marked 
the  100th  anniversary  of  Methodism  in 
Angola,  according  to  representatives  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM)  who  attended  the  cele¬ 
brations  here  in  March. 

“It  was  jubilant  and  exhilarating."  re¬ 
ported  the  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens,  head  of  the 
Africa  team  of  the  BGM.  "By  compari¬ 
son.  it  made  our  Bicentennial  last  year 
look  rather  pitiful,"  he  said. 


Dr.  Bivens  mentioned  specifically  the 
day  of  tribute  to  women,  past  and  pres¬ 
ent,  for  their  contribution  to  the  whole 
church.  More  than  500  women,  including 
a  choir,  participated  in  the  dramatic  pre¬ 
sentation  Friday  evening.  In  the  sketches 
of  60  women.  Africans  acted  as  stand-ins 
for  early  missionaries. 

The  next  day  7,000  people  jammed  a 
large  theater  to  see  a  second  historic 
drama  depicting  the  emergence  of  the 
church  and  the  country  trom  domination 
by  the  Portuguese 
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Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


The  Monroe  District  Lay  Speaking 
School  is  underway  at  Memorial  UM 
Church  of  Monroe.  Sessions  were  held 
on  April  8  and  9  and  will  close  with  one 
on  the  16th.  Dr.  George  Brian,  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Speech  at  N.L.U.  is  serving  as 
the  instructor. 

An  Art  Exhibit  and  Sale  to  establish 
a  scholarship  for  missions  was  held  at 
Broadmoor  UM  Church,  Shreveport  on 
April  10-11.  Over  100  oil  paintings 
were  exhibited  for  sale,  according  to 
Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  associate  minister. 
These  were  the  paintings  of  the  late 
Rev.  Ashley  Law.  donated  by  the  fam¬ 
ily  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  mis¬ 
sions  scholarship. 

In  a  survey  conducted  at  Noel  UM 
Church,  Shreveport,  the  congregation 
picked  their  20  favorite  hymns.  The  top 
five  were  l.“How  Great  Thou  Art”; 
2.  ‘‘Amazing  Grace";  3.  "In  The  Gar¬ 
den”;  4.  “0  For  a  Thousand  Tongues  To 
Sing";  and  5.  “Blessed  Assurance." 

475  persons  attended  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District  Laity  Ban¬ 
quet  on  March  7.  $575  was  contributed 


to  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholar¬ 
ship  Fund.  Mr.  Red  Bond,  nationally 
known  lay  speaker  and  church  leader 
was  the  speaker. 

The  Grand  River  Church  (B.R. -La¬ 
fayette  District)  will  have  a  Spring  Re¬ 
vival.  April  14-17.  The  theme  is  “Alive 
in  ’85."  The  Donaldson  Church  held  its 
revival  March  31-April  3.  Rev.  Darryl 
Tate  is  the  pastor  of  both  churches. 

Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  holds  Fellowship  Days 
twice  monthly.  Invited  are  persons  who 
are  unemployed  and  their  friends,  to 
enjoy  skits,  songs,  scrabble,  demon¬ 
strations  of  paintings  and  crafts  and 
other  activities.  The  program  was 
started  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Landry,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  pastor,  Rev.  Leland 
Wade. 

*  *  » 

The  Motet  Choir  of  First  UM  Church. 
Baton  Rouge,  will  present  The  Cantata 
#4  “Christ  Lay  In  Death's  Dark  Pris¬ 
on,"  by  Johann  Sebastian  Bach  at  the 
morning  worship  services  on  April  14. 
This  is  part  of  the  Bach-Handel  300th 
Anniversary  being  observed  by  the 
church,  according  to  Dr.  Franklin  P. 


Poole.  Minister  of  Music. 

Wellspring,  a  program  of  Pendleton 
Methodist  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  is 
holding  a  "Successful  Aging  Workshop 
(II)"  on  April  18.  at  the  hospital.  De¬ 
signed  to  meet  the  needs  of  older  per¬ 
sons,  this  program  will  focus  on: 
Sexuality,  Alcohol  and  Drugs,  Defen¬ 
sive  Rape  Avoidance  and  Nutrition. 

Mrs.  Camille  Funk  was  in  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District  March  10-11  representing 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  the 
Missions  Education  Event.  She  spoke  to 
the  adult  church  school  classes  at  First 
UMC,  Mansfield  and  then  at  the 
morning  worship  service.  The  churches 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  district  at¬ 
tended  the  evening  session  held  at  First 
UMC,  Mansfield.  On  Monday  she  spoke 
to  UMW  representatives  and  then  on 
Monday  evening  all  churches  in  the 
Shreveport  area  attended  the  session  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport.  Dr. 
Odell  Simmons  is  the  Shreveport 
District  Superintendent. 

The  Ville  Platte  United  Methodist 
Women  observed  World  Day  of  Prayer 


services,  March  1.  The  program  was 
led  by  Joan  Miller  and  featured  Father 
Joseph  Arue,  of  Sacred  Heart  Catholic 
Church  of  Ville  Platte  as  the  speaker 
Pastor  Nathan  Avant  also  participated 
in  the  service. 

*  *  * 

Slidell-Mandeville  youth  pledged  not 
to  drink  and  drive  at  special  UMYF 
meeting  at  First  UM  Church,  Slidell. 
The  covenant  also  included  not  to  ride 
with  someone  who  has  been  drinking. 
The  covenants  are  a  project  of  the 
Youth  Servant  Team  and  are  a  follow¬ 
up  to  the  youth’s  participation  in  a  foot 
race  in  February  to  raise  funds  for 
Mothers  Against  Drunk  Drivers. 

•  •  * 

A  course  on  Clinical  Pastoral  Train¬ 
ing  entitled  ‘‘Clinical  Marriage  and 
Family  Counseling  is  now  underway  at 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Chaplain  Roland  K.  Frie- 
drick.  Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff,  will  assist  with  some 
of  the  seminar  sessions.  Persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  future  seminars  may  call  Chap¬ 
lain  Friedrick  at  318/484-6357,  or  write 
him  at  Central  Louisiana  State  Hospi¬ 
tal.  P.O.  Box  31,  Pineville,  La.  71361- 
0031. 


New  Gonzales  United  Methodist  Church  (See  story  March  15  LUM) 


W.  Calcasieu  UM  Men  Held  Meeting 

The  West  Calcasieu  Sub-District  United  Methodist  Men  met  for  dinner  March  20  at 
the  MaplevAod  United  Methodist  Church  of  Sulphur,  La.  Gene  Allen  presided  at  the 
meeting  and  Irvin  K.  Abraham,  District  President  of  the  United  Methodist  Men,  gave 
the  principal  address.  Thirty-eight  were  in  attendance.  The  group  contributed 
$103.00  to  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  Improvement  Program  and  voted  to  meet 
as  a  Sub-District  again  Tuesday,  April  15th 


In  addition  to  the  concerns  of  women 
and  youth  covered  in  a  previous  issue 
of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  The 
Missional  Priority  will  also  address  the 
area  of  justice  and  ecumenical  con¬ 
cerns. 

New  avenues  for  strengthening  ecu¬ 
menical  relationships  among  ethnic 
minority  persons  of  varied  religious 
traditions  will  be  pursued  through  the 
Missional  Priority  Cooperative  ecu¬ 
menical  services  related  to  liturgical 
seasons  of  the  Christian  year  will  be 
developed  by  the  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 


informer 

in  addition,  ethnic  minority  congre¬ 
gations  will  be  encouraged  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  continuing  dialogues  with  other 
denominational  caucuses  around  such 
concerns  as  mutual  endeavors  in  minis¬ 
try  and  important  themes  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  In  pursuit  of  justice 
ministries,  ethnic  minority  congrega¬ 
tions  will  be  encouraged  to  engage  in 
ministries  which  help  alleviate  the  root 
causes  of  hunger,  unemployment,  inad¬ 
equate  education,  poor  housing  and  oth¬ 
er  symptoms  of  inequity. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  and  appropriate  annual 
conference  units  will  assist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  researching  and  developing  re¬ 
sources  to  enable  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  relationship  between 
justice  issues  and  human  and  civil 
rights  abuses.  Receiving  particular 
attention  will  be  the  development  of  re¬ 
sources  to  apprise  congregations  of  the 
problems  of  refugees  and  undocu¬ 
mented  persons  and  the  ways  in  which 
congregations  can  respond. 


170  Attend  Monroe  Youth  Festival 


160  Women  Meet  At  Biloxi 


Part  of  the  over  170  youth  who  attended  the  Monroe  District  Youth  Missions 
Festival  at  First  UM  Church,  March  10,  are  shown  above.  In  the  inset,  Suzanne 
Spencer  is  shown  presenting  the  $500  TRAG  check  to  Larry  Miller  and  Michi  Head, 
District  Youth  Coordinators.  (See  story  in  April  5  Louisiana  United  Methodist.) 


One  hundred  and  sixty  women  con¬ 
verged  on  the  Seashore  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly  Grounds  in  Biloxi.  Mississippi  for 
the  bi-annual  Retreat  for  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Women. 

The  theme  was,  "Feasting  on  the  Man¬ 
na"  and  was  led  by  Mary  Lou  Blakeman 
and  Louise  Thomas.  The  communion  cel¬ 
ebrant  was  the  Reverend  Kathryn  Dau¬ 
phin.  Music  had  been  coordinated  by 
Betsy  Wilhite  and  was  led  by  Betty 
Rowell  and  Helen  Brock. 

The  Retreat  was  held  over  a  three  day 
period  and  topics  covered  included  the 


"Fruit  of  the  Spirit  —  love,  joy,  peace, 
patience,  self  control,  kindness,  good¬ 
ness,  faithfulness  and  gentleness. 

Each  participant  received  a  carved 
dove  upon  departure  —  a  gift  of  the 
Reverend  Edward  Thomas. 

There  were  also  one  hundred  and  thir¬ 
ty  additional  women  participating  ‘at 
home’  over  the  weekend.  The  event  was 
co-chaired  by  Jackie  Morgan  and  Pat 
Cobb. 

In  the  above  photo  are  shown,  left  to 
right:  Mary  Lou  Blakeman,  Kathryn 
Dauphin  and  Louise  Thomas. 


Focus  '85  Is  For  You 


If  you  have  a  passion  for  excellence 
and  a  deep  commitment  to  children’s 
work,  you  will  be  interested  in  attending 
the  National  Conference  on  Ministry 
with  Children  in  Nashville,  Tennessee 
July  29-August  2,  1985. 

"Focus  ’85"  is  a  national  conference 
on  ministries  with  children  sponsored  by 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  held  at  Vander¬ 
bilt  Plaza  Hotel  and  the  West  End  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  The  conference 
theme  for  this  important  gathering  will 
be,  "Children:  The  Word,  the  World.” 

The  purpose  of  this  event  is  to  explore 
the  world  of  children  at  the  close  of  the 
century  ...  to  explore  themes  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  that  speak  to  children  in  the 
world  ...  to  identify  and  develop  minis¬ 
tries  with  children  where  God’s  word 


and  their  world  meet .  . .  and  to  provide 
opportunities  for  participants  to  develop 
skills  to  be  agents  of  God’s  word  with 
children.  The  program  will  include  ma¬ 
jor  addresses,  a  choice  of  over  100  work¬ 
shops  for  participants,  worship  services 
geared  to  participation  by  children  and  a 
resource  center  with  new  and  helpful 
materials  for  those  who  work  in  ministry 
with  children. 

Pastors,  children’s  coordinators, 
church  school  teachers,  parents  and 
friends  of  children  are  urged  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  opportunity  to  learn,  to 
share  and  to  have  a  profitable  experi¬ 
ence.  Registration  fee  before  April  25th 
is  $100  and  should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Barba¬ 
ra  Garcia,  Section  on  Ministry  of  the 
Laity.  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0840. 


New  Book 

Clergywomen:  Problems  and  Satisfactions 

Dedicated  to  Rev.  Lea  Joyner 


A  new  book  by  Rev.  Doris  Jones,  and 
Professors  Harry  Hale  and  Morton  King, 
based  on  The  United  Methodist 
Clergywomen  Sociological  Survey  is  a 
followup  study  to  a  first  report  enti¬ 
tled  New  Witness:  United  Methodist 
Clergywomen,  published  by  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  In  one  sense,  this  "survey” 
examines  the  role  of  the  clergywoman, 
her  background,  motivation  for  pursuing 
a  "male  dominated"  profession,  and  her 
self  image  as  she  has  struggled  to  clarify 
(and  to  receive  clarification  of)  her  role 
in  a  realm  where  there  exists  ambiva¬ 
lence,  confusion  and  conflict  over  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  she  should  actually  play  a  role 
at  all. 

In  a  larger  sense,  however,  the  study 
speaks  to  everyone  —  in  business,  pro¬ 
fessional  and  spiritual  circles  —  as 
women  seek  to  achieve  levels  of  status 
never  before  imagined.  No  sociological 
survey  before  this  has  dealt  so  candidly 


with  such  "secular"  issues  as  institution¬ 
al  sexism,  professional  joy  and  frustra¬ 
tion  and  outright  despair  within  the 
context  of  the  church. 

"This  is  not  intended  to  be  an  indict¬ 
ment  against  the  church  so  much  as  a 
truthful  statement  of  conditions  —  con¬ 
ditions  which  must  be  recognized  and 
confronted  by  every  clergywoman,  her 
spouse,  colleagues,  bishop,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  parishioners  and  by  social¬ 
ly  conscious  men  and  women  in  general. 
This  study  will  challenge  the  thinking  of 
people  in  all  Christian  denominations, 
which  ordain  women  —  and  certainly: 
those  that  do  not,"  according  to  the  au¬ 
thors. 

Bishop  Marjorie  S.  Matthews,  retired,. 
United  Methodism’s  first  woman  elected 
to  the  episcopacy,  wrote  the  forward. 
The  book  was  dedicated  to  the  late  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner,  honoring  her  for  pioneering 
women's  roles  in  clergy. 

(Professor  Harry  Hale  is  on  the  facul¬ 
ty  at  Northeast  La.  University.) 


Reservations  Needed 

CSRW 

Candler  Alumnae 

Luncheon 

Luncheon 

When:  Tuesday,  June  4,  12:30  p.m. 

When:  Tuesday,  June  4,  5:30  p.m. 

Cost:  $5.00 

Cost:  $5.25 

Location:  Abe's  Restaurant 

Location.  First  United  Methodist 

Reservations  must  be  made  in  ad- 

Church,  Shreveport 

vance  through: 

Reservations  must  be  made  in  ad- 

Mrs.  Betty  Rowell 

vance  through: 

521  South  Fifth  Street 

Rev  Debbie  Drash 

Eunice,  LA  70535 

3715  Youree 

Phone.  318  '457-2901 

Shreveport,  LA  71105 

Phone:  318/861-0586 

Attention  Men! 
Purdue  Is  For  You! 

WANTED:  5,000  men  to  attend  the  4th  National 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men. 

PURPOSE:  To  help  each  man  believe  (or 
himself  in  the  assurance  given  through 
faith  in  Christ  that  he  can  live  in  hope  and 
freedom  in  Shalom;  to  generate  a  sense 
of  hope  and  enthusiasm  for  the  church  in 
our  third  century  and  the  role  of  men  in 
the  future;  to  translate  our  yearning  for 
peace  into  congruent  patterns  of  living  in 
relationships,  family,  community,  and  the 
world. 

THEME:  'Building  Men  of  Hope" 

PLACE:  The  beautiful  campus  of  Purdue  University,  West 
Lafayette,  Indiana. 

DATE:  July  12-14,  1985. 

COST:  $75.00  conference  fee  covers  registration,  room, 
and  board. 

SPONSORED  BY: 

Section  on  United  Methodist  Men 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
REGISTER  NOW! 


Congress  ol  United  Methodist  Men  •  P.O.  Box  040  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 


Name_ 


Slreet_ 
City _ 


Slale 


.Conference. 


Z'P- 


Local  Church _ 

You  are  nol  regislered  until  you  have  enclosed  your  check  with  this  regislralion 
form  and  mailed  it.  Two  persons  wishing  to  share  a  room  must  mail  their 
registration  forms  together  Make  checks  payable  to  Purdue  85  National 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men,  UMM065M 


Shreveport  la  71104 
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ATTENTION  ALL  LUM  SUBSCRIBERS! 

The  1984  subscriptions  have  been  stopped.  If  you  have  not  subscribed  for 
1985,  you  still  have  the  opportunity  ...  But  HURRY,  we  don’t  want  you  to  miss 
any  issues! 

Linda  Crurr. 
Circulation  Manager 


The  Bishop’s 
Corner 

‘Appointments  and 
Disappointments’ 


By  the  time  you  read  this  the  ap¬ 
pointment  list  will  be  virtually  com¬ 
plete.  It  is  not  a  perfect  set  of 
appointments  for  there  is  no  such 
thing  but  it  has  been  “prayed  over.” 

Ten  persons  have  prayed,  agonized, 
anguished,  struggled  and  urgently  be- 
seeched  the  guidance  of  God’s  Holy 
Spirit.  Not  one  angry,  hostile  or  un¬ 
complimentary  word  has  been  spoken 
between  us,  yet  we  have  each  had 
opinions  and  convictions  about  what 
was  the  right  thing  to  do.  No  District 
Superintendent  has  tried  to  “protect 
his  turf”  or  “take  care”  of  someone  in 
his  district  in  defiance  of  what  was 
best  for  the  Conference. 

The  only  questions  we  have  asked 
about  each  appointment  have  been 
“What  is  best?”,  “What  is  right?”, 
"What  does  God  want?”,  “What  are 
the  needs  of  the  church?”,  “What  will 
best  serve  congregation  and  clergy?” 
Interestingly,  one  time  we  tried  only 
to  “help  a  clergyman”  without  asking 
the  right  questions  and  that  appoint¬ 
ment  “backfired”  on  us. 


In  any  event,  I  am  extremely  proud 
of  a  highly  competent  and  committed 
Cabinet  who  took  with  sacred  serious¬ 
ness  their  task  and  have  sought  God’s 
divine  guidance. 

In  a  later  column  I  will  share  with 
you  what  I  have  learned.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  we  have  spent  far  more  time  on 
the  “smaller"  appointments  than  on 
the  so-called  “larger”  appointments. 
The  names  and  the  appointments  of 
all  the  clergy,  no  matter  how  small 
the  church,  have  been  considered  by 
the  Bishop  and  the  Cabinet. 

I  want  to  also  at  a  later  time  share 
with  you  “Lessons  I  Have  Learned 
From  the  Laity”  and  “Lessons  I  Have 
Learned  From  the  Clergy.” 

Will  you  say  a  prayer  that  God  will 
bless  these  appointments  and  bring 
joy  to  both  congregation  and  clergy  in 
the  coming  year? 


Jonesboro  UMC  Gives  $600  To 
Methodist  Children’s  Home 


Rev.  Douglas  Williams,  Jr.,  Chaplain 
and  Director  of  Public  Relations  at  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston, 
Louisiana,  is  shown  above  presenting  a 
letter  of  thanks  from  Terril  Deville,  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Home,  to  the  UMY  of 
the  Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Youth  gave  $600  to  the  Children’s 
Home  to  be  used  for  gifts  for  children  for 


Christmas. 

Those  appearing  in  the  snapshot  in¬ 
clude,  from  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Bettye 
Pate,  Mrs.  Jane  Ledbetter,  Cherie  Gar¬ 
rett,  Jonathan  Wright,  Howard  Wals- 
worth,  Rev.  Douglas  Williams,  Jr.,  and 
Rev.  Art  Baker,  Pastor  of  the  Jonesboro 
United  Methodist  Church. 


The  EMLC  Informer 

Defining  Our  Mission 


To  explore  adequately  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  1985-88  Missional  Priority, 
“Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church:  For 
Witness  and  Mission,”  we  need  to  re¬ 
flect  on  two  questions:  “What  does  it 
mean  to  be  in  mission  today?”  and 
"How  can  we  determine  our  priority?” 

As  The  United  Methodist  Church  en¬ 
ters  its  third  century,  it  looks  at  its  past 
as  well  as  its  future.  During  the  United 
States  colonial  period,  there  were  a 
number  of  small,  scattered  groups  of 
persons  who  had  been  religiously,  so¬ 
cially  and  economically  disinherited. 
Fed  by  new  possibilities  and  hopes, 
several  banded  together  in  1784  to 
form  what  would  eventually  become 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Soon, 
our  Methodist  forebears  became  the 
largest  denomination  in  this  new,  di¬ 
versified  and  growing  country,  and 
they  established  ties  with  Christians  in 
other  countries.  Because  our  ancestors 
reached  out  in  mission  in  a  budding 
society,  we  were  already  a  service 
community  when  this  nation  became  a 
center  for  major  development  in  the 
modern  world. 


Warden  Holds  Trinity  Bible  Studies  Seminar 


“Trinity  Bible  Studies  is  an  adult  Bible 
study  covering  the  structure  and  main 
themes  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,” 
said  Dr.  Frank  Warden,  the  writer  and 
developer  of  the  Trinity  Studies.  Speak¬ 
ing  to  some  40  persons  at  Ingleside  UM 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Warden  de¬ 
scribed  the  two  intentional  courses  and 
displayed  the  accompanying  resource 
material  on  March  25. 

Every  district  of  the  Conference  was 
represented  in  the  seminar.  Participants 
heard  Dr.  Warden  describe  the  goal  of 
the  studies  to  be  familiarity  with  Bibli¬ 
cal  content.  He  said,  "the  student  will 
constantly  remember  and  integrate 
facts  and  concepts  while  proceeding 
through  the  Bible.  The  emphasis  will  not 
be  on  theology  or  interpretation,  but  on 
knowing  what  the  Bible  says,  as  a  basis 


for  deeper  insight  and  understanding. 

Dr.  Warden  is  a  minister  on  the  staff 
of  the  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church,  Dallas,  Texas.  He  designed  the 
Trinity  program  to  equip  his  local 
church  and  others  to  teach  successful 
Bible  courses  in  1978.  It  is  now  in  use  by 
more  than  3,000  churches  of  many  de¬ 
nominations. 

Dr.  Warden  emphasized  that  the  Trin¬ 
ity  Series  in  no  way  competes  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  School  literature, 
but  is  to  be  taught  on  weekday  evenings 
and  in  the  homes  and  offices  of  church 
members.  Like  the  Bethel  Bible  Series,  it 
is  never  to  be  taught  on  Sunday  morning! 

For  further  information  on  the  Trinity 
Bible  Series,  contact  Dr.  John  Braden  at 
the  Conference  Office,  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Wheeler  Is  Lectionary  Presenter 


The  Lectionary  TV  Series  that  was 
beamed  up  on  Satcom  4,  on  Tuesday 
April  9,  had  as  its  presenter  Dean  Ed¬ 
ward  L.  Wheeler  of  Morehouse  School  of 
Religion,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Dr.  Wheeler,  the  National  Baptist  Pre¬ 
senter  for  the  1984-85  series  used  Luke 
24:35-48,  John  10:11-18  and  John  15:1-8 
(the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  Sundays  of 
Easter)  for  his  lections. 

Dr.  Wheeler  is  a  native  of  New  York 
whose  educational  background  consists 
of  the  B.A.  from  Morehouse;  M.  Div. 
from  Colgate  Rochester  Divinity  School 
and  the  Ph.D.  from  Emory  University. 
He  has  served  as  a  professor  at  Midwest¬ 
ern  Theological  Seminary,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  Professor  of  Baptist  History  at  ITC, 
Atlanta,  Georgia;  and  as  administrative 
dean  of  Morehouse  School  of  Religion 
from  1982  to  the  present.  He  served  pas¬ 
torates  in  Rochester,  N.Y.  and  Toccoa, 
Ga.  -  .  ...  - 

Dr.  Wheeler  is  married  to  Mary  Susan 


Edward  L.  Wheeler 


.Parker  Wheeler,  of  Hodges,  SC,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  daughters. 


Planning  for  the  Mission  Alive-85  event  in  the  New  Orleans-Slidell  District  are, 
left  to  right  above:  Amy  Ward  and  Marian  Eggerton,  Co-Chairpersons  of  the  event; 
Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  District  Superintendent,  N.O.-Slidell  District,  and  Annie  Lincoln, 
representing  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church. 


Mission  Alive!  Is  N.O.-Slidell  District  Event 


What  is  the  purpose  of  a  Mission  Festi¬ 
val?  According  to  the  N.O.-Slidell  dis¬ 
trict  planners  it  is  “To  affirm  and 
support  mission  activities  taking  place 
through  our  local  churches,  district  and 
conference  agencies  and  general  boards 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  To  catch 
the  vision  from  one  another  and  thereby 
help  these  needed  services  spread  and 
grow.  To  inspire  all  of  us  to  use  our 
talents  and  resources,  whatever  they 
may  be!" 

The  mission  festival  will  be  held  Sat¬ 
urday  April  27,  in  the  Family  Life  Cen¬ 
ter  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 


Slidell.  The  hours  are  10  a.m.  until  3  p.m. 
There  will  be  no  admission  charged,  but 
canned  goods  will  be  collected,  which 
will  go  to  the  Food  Pantry  at  Felicity 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Included  in  the  Festival,  which  re¬ 
places  the  District  Conference  in  the 
N.O.-Slidell  District,  will  be  booths,  dis¬ 
plays,  action  events  and  “galloping  bul¬ 
letin  boards,”  representing  the  special 
ministries  of  the  Conference  and  Gener¬ 
al  Church;  along  with  persons  in  mission. 

Persons  from  throughout  the  Confer¬ 
ence  are  invited  to  attend  the  Mission 
event. 


Our  bicentennial  celebration  leads  us 
to  questioning  as  we  view  the  future  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Will  we 
simply  reproduce  the  successful  tech¬ 
niques  of  the  past,  or  will  we  allow  the 
surge  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  take  shape  in 
our  day  and  embody  an  apostolic  life 
appropriate  to  the  new  age?  The  im¬ 
portance  of  recovering  that  creativity 
in  our  apostolic  heritage  becomes  more 
obvious  as  we  consider  the  vastly  dif¬ 
ferent  world  emerging  today. 

The  mounting  desperation  of  people 
in  their  struggles  for  self-determina¬ 
tion  may  at  times  cloud  our  vision  of 
God’s  compassion.  In  the  end,  however, 
no  disturbing  expression  of  these  ef¬ 
forts  can  erase  the  fact  that  the  God 
who  creates  the  new  and  rectifies  that 
which  goes  awry  is  unrelenting  as  cre¬ 
ator  and  redeemer.  This  God  is,  there¬ 
fore,  trustworthy.  Those  who  have  faith 
in  this  awesome  and  gracious  God  who 
creates,  recreates  and  is  bent  on  com¬ 
pleting  the  task,  bear  witness  to  these 
divine  activities.  Our  forebears  did  this 
and  were  missional;  we  are  invited  to 
live  out  the  same  calling.  Thanks  be  to 
God  for  that  marvelous  privilege! 


United  Methodists 
on  Radio  and  TV 

First  UM,  Lake  Charles:  9:30-10 
a.m.  on  Sundays  on  Channel  29  and 
in  May  on  cable  channel  8.  It  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  music  and  preaching. 

Broadmoor  UM,  Shreveport:  A 
weekly  TV  magazine,  “Reflections," 
on  cable  and  REACH  TV  in  New 
Orleans.  Live  broadcast  of  worship 
on  ABC  affiliate  and  local  cable. 
(Times  will  be  announced  next 
week.) 

First  UM,  Minden:  10:50  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service  telecast  live  each  Sun¬ 
day  on  local  cable. 

First  UM,  Shreveport:  11:00  a.m. 
worship  service  is  telecast  on 
KSLA-TV,  channel  12,  and  Cabltyi- 
sion  channel  20  or  21  and  on  KWKH- 
AM. 

(More  telecasts  and  radio  broad¬ 
casts  will  be  covered  in  this  column. 
Please  send  your  times  and  stations 
on  radio.  TV  and  cable  to  us.  — 
Editor) 


Annual 
Conference 
June  3-6 

Centenary  College 
and 

First  UM  Church 
Shreveport,  La. 


Some  of  the  participants  in  the  Trinity  Bible  Series  Seminar,  held  at  Ingleside  UM 
Church  are  shown,  top  (left  to  right):  Ron  Crowley,  Tommy  Bergeron  and  Dr.  Frank 
Warden;  center:  Roger  Lathan,  Dr.  Warden  and  Kathy  Henderson;  lower:  Dr.  Warden 
leading  the  group  through  the  basic  concepts  of  the  program. 

First  Professor  of  Evangelism 
Installed  at  Boston  University 


Nashville,  Tennessee  (UMNS)  —  The 
first  professor  of  evangelism  funded  by  a 
special  grant  from  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  has  been  installed  at  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology. 

The  Rev.  Chester  Williams,  former 
professor  at  Rutgers  and  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  Christian  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  was  installed  recently  as 
the  first  evangelism  professor  funded  by 
the  E.  Stanley  Jones  Fund.  The  fund, 
initiated  and  sustained  through  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
for  Evangelism  was  established  to  help 
fund  chairs  of  evangelism  in  United 
Methodist  seminaries,  said  the  Rev 
Charles  Kinder,  president  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville-based  foundation. 

“The  fund  exists  to  give  evangelism  its 

Material  Requested 
For  Vernon  History 

Can  you  help  Dr.  Walter  Vernon  with 
his  history  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church?  The 
Conference  Archives  needs  to  hear  from 
you  if  you  have  information  about  any  or 
all  of  the  following  groups  that  were 
active  in  Louisiana: 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
The  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
The  Evangelical  United  Brethren 

If  you  have  materials  from  any  of 
these  United  Methodist  predecessors, 
please  contact 

Carolyn  Garison,  Archivist 
Magale  Library 

Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 
Shreveport,  La.  71134-0188 

The  Archives  will  be  pleased  to  accept 
donations  of  materials,  but  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made  to  make  microfilm 
copies  if  that  is  preferred. 

Correction 

Due  to  a  printing  error,  Dr.  Lea 
Joyner’s  name  was  mispelled  in  the  arti¬ 
cle  concerning  her  death  (LUM.  March 
22).  Joiner  was  incorrect.  Also,  at  the 
time  of  publication  funeral  arrange¬ 
ments  were  incomplete  and  the  only  in¬ 
formation  furnished  the  Conference 
office  named  Bishop  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood  and  Dr.  Doug  McGuire  as  partici¬ 
pants.  Others  who  participated  were 
Rev.  Joe  Solomon,  Rev.  Pete  Medak  and 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 


proper  place  in  the  church,”  Dr.  Kinder 
said. 

Dr.  Williams  was  founding  pastor  of 
the  New  Brunswick  (N.J.)  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Community  Church  in  1977 
During  that  same  year  he  received  a 
Ph.D  in  Sociology.  He  also  initiated  an 
innercity  ministry  in  New  Brunswick 
which  includes  family  ministries,  radio 
ministry,  a  food  bank  and  clothing  ser¬ 
vice,  a  community-based  church  school 
and  a  prison  ministry  program. 

Money  for  the  chairs  of  evangelism 
have  come  in  part  from  sales  of  “Offer 
Them  Christ,"  a  painting  of  John  Wesley 
and  Thomas  Coke  commissioned  by  the 
foundation.  Boston  University  was  cho¬ 
sen  to  receive  the  first  grant,  said  Dr. 
Kinder,  because  of  the  school's  reputa¬ 
tion  for  academic  excellence,  its  tradi¬ 
tion  of  social  responsibility  and  its  early 
interest  in  the  evangelism  project. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  Evanston,  Ill.,  will  be  the  next 
United  Methodist  seminary  to  receive 
funding,  and  may  have  a  professor  on 
staff  by  this  fall.  Dr.  Kinder  said. 


On  The  Back 

The  New  Orleans 
Methodist  Home 


Louisiana 

United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director 

El  wood  Fleming. 

Editor 

Linda  Crum.  Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorials 

Politics,  peace  &  the  church’s  role 


President  Reagan  predictably,  and  in 
this  case  understandably,  received  few 
kudos  from  mainline  church  leaders  for 
his  recent  proposal  to  promote  a  peace¬ 
ful  settlement  of  the  Nicaragua  civil 
war.  His  proposal  also  was  rejected  by 
Nicaraguan  President  Daniel  Ortega. 

Nonetheless,  we  hope  Christians  will 
not  waste  a  possible  opportunity  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace  that  part  of  Mr.  Reagan's 
proposal  provides. 

On  April  4  Mr.  Reagan  repeated  his 
request  for  congressional  approval  of 
$14  million  in  aid  for  the  Nicaraguan 
rebels  ("contras”).  In  exchange  for  the 
approval,  Mr.  Reagan  said  he  would  not 
use  the  money  for  military  aid  to  the 
contras  if  Nicaragua's  Sandinista  lead¬ 
ers  and  the  contras  would  declare  a 
cease-fire  and  enter  into  dialogue.  (See 
related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

However,  the  proposal  had  a  "catch”: 
If  a  peace  agreement  could  not  be 
reached  in  60  days,  the  administration 
would  resume  giving  arms  and  other 
military  aid  to  the  contras.  Because  of 
that  “catch,”  critics  have  called  the 
president’s  peace  proposal  merely  a  par¬ 
tisan  political  ploy  to  win  arms  funding 
for  the  contras. 

A  plan  that  would  give  one  party  in 
the  negotiations  a  $  14-million  pistol  to 
hold  to  the  head  of  the  other  party  is 
hardly  a  credible  peace  effort.  That  is 
the  apparent  effect  of  Mr.  Reagan’s  pro¬ 
posal.  There  would  be  little  incentive  for 
the  contras  to  bend  on  any  point  of  nego¬ 
tiation  while  such  a  "pistol”  exists.  The 
Sandinista  leaders'  balking  at  such  a 
proposal  was  predictable. 

Church  leaders  and  Christians  at  all 
levels  make  a  grave  mistake,  however, 
to  let  such  political  game  playing  pass 
without  seizing  the  opportunity  it  pre¬ 
sents  to  bring  about  serious  peace  talks. 
Mr.  Reagan’s  proposal  for  dialogue 
among  Nicaragua’s  competing  factions 
should  be  seen  by  Christians  as  a  positive 
development.  Among  other  things,  that 
proposal  contains  seeds  of  hope  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  self-determination  of  the  Nic¬ 
araguan  people. 

Even  if  the  administration’s  proposal  has 
ulterior  motives,  it  includes  the  most  real¬ 
istic  basis  for  a  lasting  peace  settlement 
dialogue  between  all  warring  factions. 

The  idea  for  a  Nicaraguan  “national 
dialogue”  is  not  new.  It  was  first  pro¬ 


posed  a  year  ago  by  Nicaragua's  Roman 
Catholic  bishops.  A  similar  idea  recently 
resurfaced  in  a  cease-fire  offer  by  the 
contras  and  was  endorsed  by  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Post  and  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  (see  UMR,  April  5). 

No  mainline  Protestant  church  body 
or  leader  of  whom  we  are  aware,  howev¬ 
er,  has  indicated  any  interest  in  that  plan 
or  in  the  call  for  a  Nicaraguan  national 
dialogue.  Most  have  maintained,  along 
with  the  Sandinista  leaders,  that  the  con¬ 
tras  are  not  a  “legitimate”  force  in  the 
Nicaraguan  conflict— never  mind  that 
they  are  the  force  the  Sandinistas  must 
directly  contend  with  militarily. 

We  believe  the  lack  of  support  among 
mainline  church  leaders  for  dialogue  be¬ 
tween  the  Sandinistas  and  the  contras  is 
shortsighted  and  hypocritical.  No  peace 
proposal  can  possibly  succeed  until  the 
competing  factions  stop  fighting  and 
start  talking.  And  until  efforts  are  made 
to  say  to  each  side  “Let  us  reason  togeth¬ 
er,”  talk  among  Christians  about  “turn¬ 
ing  spears  into  plowshares”  in  Nicaragua, 
however  well-intended,  is  so  much  cant. 

Most  national  U.S.  church  leaders 
wisely  support  the  efforts  of  the  so- 
called  Contadora  nations  of  Colombia, 
Venezuela,  Mexico  and  Panama  to  find 
peaceful  solutions  for  all  of  Central 
America.  Direct  negotiations  between 
the  Sandinistas  and  Nicaraguan  rebels 
should  in  no  way  be  viewed  as  an  obsta¬ 
cle  to  the  Contadora  process.  To  the  con¬ 
trary,  a  cease-fire  in  the  Nicaraguan 
bloodshed  during  the  dialogue  predict¬ 
ably  would  promote  peace  efforts 
throughout  the  region. 

Mainline  church  leaders  should  start 
using  whatever  influence  they  have  with 
the  Sandinistas  and  Sandinista  support¬ 
ers  gained  during  repeated  visits  to  Nic¬ 
aragua  to  promote  a  “national  dialogue” 
among  all  Nicaraguan  factions. 

Those  of  us  in  the  local  church  should 
support  such  efforts  by  letting  our  con¬ 
gressional  representatives  and  church 
leaders  know  of  our  desire  for  a  negoti¬ 
ated  settlement  of  the  Nicaraguan  con¬ 
flict.  Such  a  settlement  should  provide 
for  the  Nicaraguan  people’s  determina¬ 
tion  of  their  future  apart  from  foreign 
influence,  including  that  of  the  United 
States.  Similarly,  that  settlement  should 
include  provisions  to  protect  the  basic 
human  rights  of  all  Nicaraguans. 
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My  Witness 

Child’s  ‘detour’  shows  off  church 


By  MAVIS  ANDERSON 
My  7-year-old  daughter  invited  a 
friend  to  church  with  us.  After  Sunday 
school  and  fellowship  time,  we  hurried  to 
our  favorite  pew  in  the  balcony  of  the 
sanctuary  for  the  worship  service. 

Soon  after  the  sermon  began,  the  girls 
started  getting  restless,  and  my  daughter 
asked  if  they  might  slip  downstairs  for  a 

E-\V.V\VvJ&  drink  of  water.  I  nodded  and  whispered, 

"But  be  quiet,  and  come  right  back!” 

Their  absence  stretched  on  and  on.  Fi¬ 
nally,  I  heard  footsteps  on  the  stairs,  and 
the  girls  reappeared,  escorted  by  my 
husband.  He  motioned  them  to  their 
seats  with  a  stern  look. 

I  knew  that  he  would  not  have  left  his 
volunteer  job  in  the  toddler  nursery 
without  good  cause.  As  soon  as  the  ser¬ 
vice  was  over,  I  asked  my  daughter  why 
they  were  gone  so  long  and  how  it  was 
that  Daddy  had  needed  to  bring  them 
back.  The  water  fountain,  after  all,  was 
nowhere  near  the  nursery. 

“Well,”  she  explained,  "after  we  got 
our  drink,  Megan  wanted  to  see  the  rest 
of  the  building.  So  I  took  her  on  a  detour 
of  the  church.” 

I  had  to  laugh  at  how  the  tour  of 
church  facilities  had  so  quickly  become 


a  “detour"  around  the  part  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  that  she  was  least  interested 
in.  The  scolding  that  was  on  the  tip  of  my 
tongue  never  materialized.  She  obviously 
knew  that  I  would  not  approve  of  her 
untimely  “detour”  and  was  trying  to  ex¬ 
plain  her  way  out  of  trouble. 

I  had  my  lecture  on  “going  where  you 
say  you  will”  and  proper  behavior  in 
church  all  ready.  But  then  I  thought  bet¬ 
ter  of  it.  In  the  long  run,  I  had  to  ask 
myself  what  would  mean  more  to  her 
friend,  Megan— to  sit  through  a  sermon 
directed  to  adults  or  to  skip  through  the 
building  with  Robin  and  be  told,  “Here’s 
where  the  children's  choir  practices,  and 
here’s  the  nursery  for  the  babies,  and 
here’s  the  church  kitchen  where  I  help 
my  mom  cook  snack  suppers  for  the 
teen-agers  when  it’s  our  turn”? 

Which  activity  would  make  the  girl 
feel  more  welcome  and  eager  to  come 
'back?  What  response  of  mine  was  more 
likely  to  make  Robin  want  to  share  her 
love  of  church  activities  with  her  friends? 
A  scolding  on  decorum  would  not  accom¬ 
plish  anything. 

“I  was  getting  worried  about  you,”  I 
said.  "Please  don’t  just  disappear  like 
that.  Is  there  anything  else  you’d  like  to 


show  Megan  before  we  take  her  home?” 

Robin  beamed.  "Well,  there’s  the  li¬ 
brary,  and  the  church  office  where  you 
used  to  help  the  secretary  when  I  was 
just  a  baby  and  the  chapel  garden  and 
the  playground,”  she  said. 

So  we  spent  a  little  more  time  “de¬ 
touring"  around  the  building  that  my 
daughter  loves.  It’s  not  that  she  doesn’t 
like  worship  services  and  sermons,  I  re¬ 
flected,  but  that  in  her  mind  the  church 
is  more  than  the  sanctuary,  the  singing 
and  the  preaching. 

I’m  glad  she  feels  so  at  home  with 
many  aspects  of  the  church  that  she 
wants  to  share  all  of  it  with  her  friends. 
Maybe  the  visitors  that  I  bring  should 
get  Robin’s  sort  of  “detour”  too. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor.  Mavis  An¬ 
derson,  is  a  member  of  Bellaire  UMC, 
Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Loss  of  charitable  tax  deduction  opposed 


UM  bishops  should  promote  dialogue 


United  Methodism’s  bishops  could  and 
should  play  a  constructive  role  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  “national  dialogue”  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  (see  preceding  editorial). 

During  their  visit  to  Nicaragua  earlier 
this  year,  Bishops  Ernest  Dixon,  Kenneth 
Hicks  and  C.  P.  Minnick,  through  person¬ 
al  contact,  established  friendly  relation¬ 
ships  with  a  broad  segment  of  the 
Nicaraguan  people.  Those  included  Pres¬ 
ident  Daniel  Ortega  and  leaders  of  the 
pro-Sandinista  CEPAD,  an  ecumenical 
Protestant  relief  organization. 

We  think  those  bishops  should  use  the 
good  will  that  resulted  from  their  meet¬ 
ings  with  those  leaders— who  so  far  have 


rejected  talks  between  rebels  and  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  —  to  urge  them  to  ac¬ 
cept  national  dialogue. 

For  the  Council  of  Bishops  at  its  forth¬ 
coming  meeting  in  Seattle  to  urge  the 
same  thing  would  be  consistent  with  its 
stated  purpose  for  sending  the  three  bish¬ 
ops  to  Nicaragua— “to  determine  humani¬ 
tarian  actions  in  which  we  can  participate 
and  to  recommend  ways  in  which  we  can 
support  the  people  of  Nicaragua.” 

We  believe  that  such  a  call  would  give 
needed  weight  to  similar  calls  from  oth¬ 
er  quarters  and  would  be  a  positive  ex¬ 
ample  of  our  church’s  commitment  to 
being  reconcilers  as  God  intends. 

Africa  Journal 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  March  29  article  headlined 
"UM  agencies  see  contributions  hurt  if 
proposed  tax  changes  adopted”  and  defi¬ 
nitely  agree. 

All  agencies  that  are  funded  by  chari¬ 
table  donations  will  be  hurt  severely  if 
recent  Treasury  Department  proposals 
calling  for  the  elimination  of  the  tax 
deduction  for  charitable  contributions 
are  made  a  part  of  the  tax  code. 

If  these  proposals  are  put  into  law, 
people  will  still  give  to  United  Methodist 
agencies,  but  they  may  be  financially 
unable  to  give  as  much.  Thus  these  agen¬ 
cies  will  have  fewer  funds  to  work  with 
and  fewer  human  needs  will  be  met. 

To  prevent  that,  U.S.  Rep.  Billy  Tauzin 
of  Louisiana  and  Reps.  Henry  Waxman 
and  Bill  Frenzel  have  recently  introduced 
House  Resolution  91.  It  calls  for  the  exist¬ 
ing  tax  deduction  for  charitable  contribu¬ 
tions  to  continue  regardless  of  what  other 
portions  of  the  Treasury  Department  tax 
reform  proposals  are  adopted. 

We  as  United  Methodists  should  con¬ 
tact  our  representatives  and  urge  them 
to  support  and/or  co-sponsor  House  Res- 
olutioo  91.  GIenn  H  Coffey 

Lafayette,  Louisiana 

Who  is  trustworthy? 

To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Beck’s  March  22  article  on  jour¬ 
nalists,  and  who  is  “trustworthy”  to  re¬ 
port  conditions  and  events  in  Nicaragua, 
is  heavy  with  criticism  of  church  groups 
and  points  to  the  “public  news  media"  as 
being  the  most  "trustworthy.” 

My  own  choice  of  who  is  trustworthy 
to  report  conditions  and  events  in  Nica- 


A  Holy  Week  loss  brings  new  perspective 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  — Africa  seems 
harsh  and  unfriendly  today.  Some 
warned  me  it  would  be  this  way  and 
.  speculated  that  our  family  would  regret 
spending  our  long-awaited,  one-time  sab¬ 
batical  leave  in  a  Third  World  country. 

Although  some  days  have  been  better 
than  others,  our  first  10  weeks  here  de¬ 
fied  those  gloomy  projections.  We  have 
found  most  people  to  be  friendly,  courte¬ 
ous,  honest  and  hard-working,  though 
poor.  Today  is  the  first  time  I’ve  wistful¬ 
ly  looked  backward— or  forward— to  life 
in  the  United  States. 

*  *  * 

The  day  started  innocently  enough. 
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One  of  our  teen-age  daughter’s  new 
friends  was  driving  in  the  Kenya  Safari 
Rally— an  international  auto  racing 
event  that  tests  the  endurance  of  its  par¬ 
ticipants  and  their  cars.  We  went  to 
town,  where  I  dropped  all  but  my  youn¬ 
gest  daughter  off.  She  and  I  went  to  park 
the  car. 

I  took  my  camera  and  binoculars  from 
my  camera  bag  and  put  the  bag  and  a 
suit  and  sport  coat  that  needed  cleaning 
in  the  trunk  for  safe¬ 
ty.  Then  we  hurried 
off  to  see  the  start  of 
the  race. 

When  I  returned 
an  hour  later  to  put 
my  camera  away,  I 
had  trouble  opening 

the  trunk.  When  I  got  _ _ 

it  open,  I  realized  SPur8e0”  DaBaam 
why:  My  camera  bag  was  gone  and  with 
it  my  passport,  international  health  cer¬ 
tificate,  $1,500  in  travelers  checks,  my 
wife’s  camera,  a  small  tape  recorder 
and  20  rolls  of  film. 

I  later  realized  that  someone  else 
would  be  wearing  my  suit  and  sport  coat 
on  Easter.  The  rather  casual  reaction  of 
the  police  to  this  misfortune  only  added 
to  my  feeling  of  being  a  helpless,  hope¬ 
less  victim  in  a  strange  land. 

*  *  * 

People  at  the  American  embassy  were 
very  helpful  and  sympathetic.  They  were 
apologetic  that  my  new  passport  would 
take  so  long— five  days— because  of  the 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  holidays. 

Friendly,  familiar  voices  at  the  Re¬ 
porter  office  in  Dallas  assured  me  of 
immediate  efforts  to  secure  replace¬ 
ments  for  my  travelers  checks  and 
health  certificate. 

A  Moslem  man  and  woman  at  the 
camera  store  expressed  genuine  concern 
and  empathy  regarding  the  plight  of  this 
Christian. 

The  Methodist  bishop  heard  of  my  loss 
and  called  to  register  concern  and  offer 
assistance,  as  did  a  professor  at  the  sem¬ 
inary  a  short  distance  away. 

*  *  * 

I  remembered  some  time  during  the 
afternoon  that  it  was  Maundy  Thurs¬ 
day— the  day  in  our  Lord’s  life  when  He 
shared  His  last  meal  with  His  disciples 
and  commanded  us  to  do  likewise  "in 
remembrance  of  me."  As  I  remembered 
Him,  I  realized  that  Holy  Week  was 
passing  quickly  and  thoughts  churning  in 
me  were  anything  but  holy. 

*  *  * 

What  is  it  that  causes  us  to  care  so 


much  for  our  things  and  to  feel  so  per¬ 
sonally  ravaged  when  they  are  taken 
from  us? 

Why  should  this  highly  inconvenient 
but  relatively  small  personal  loss  from 
my  abundance  of  things  suddenly  seem 
so  much  more  catastrophic  than  the  pov¬ 
erty  I  see  pervading  the  lives  of  most 
people  here  every  day?  Even  after  my 
loss,  I  have  far  more  than  most  Africans 
will  ever  have. 

What  could  cause  70  days  of  warmth 
and  friendliness  to  seem  displaced  by  a 
single  day  of  painful,  unfriendly  loss?  I 
should  realize  that  my  loss  is  not  a  re¬ 
flection  on  all  Africans  or  even  all  Ken¬ 
yans.  This  incident  involved  one  or,  at 
most,  several  people.  Things  just  as  bad 
occur  every  day  in  the  United  States. 

With  no  less  frustration  but  much 
more  perspective,  I  realized  anew  the 
need  to  give  thanks  for  all  we  have— for 
the  opportunities  we  have  here,  for  our 
possessions,  for  our  many  friends  here 
and  in  the  United  States  and  for  One  who 
calls  us  to  find  life’s  meaning  in  service 
rather  than  in  what  we  possess. 

*  *  * 

I  looked  in  vain  for  some  “pure  unfer¬ 
mented  juice  of  the  grape"  to  go  with  a 
loaf  of  fresh  bread  and  finally  settled  for 
a  container  of  “pure  unfermented  pine¬ 
apple  juice.” 

I’m  not  sure  what  John  Wesley  or  the 
experts  in  Christian  worship  would  think 
of  these  impromptu  symbols  of  our 
Lord’s  continuing  presence  and  guid¬ 
ance.  But  as  we  re-enacted  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  they  helped  to  prepare  our  fam¬ 
ily  to  celebrate  anew  the  power  of  His 
resurrection,  so  I’m  reasonably  confi¬ 
dent  the  Lord  Himself  approves. 

I’m  quite  sure  the  Dunnams  will  not 
soon  forget  our  Maundy  Thursday  expe¬ 
riences— including  our  unconventional 
family  service  of  Holy  Communion— in 
Kenya  1985. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


U  nity 


By  VIRGIL  A.  KRAFT 
Beneath  the  same  great  sky, 
Engulfed  by  the  same  great  love, 
Hungry  for  the  same  great  peace, 
Praying  the  same  great  prayers 
You  and  they  and  I, 

We  are  ... 

Dare  I  say  it 

Amid  races  and  creeds  and  classes! 
Dare  I  not  say  it— 

We  are  all 
One  family! 


ragua  is  any  person,  or  group  of  per¬ 
sons— church  or  otherwise— who  is/are 
committed  to  human  rights  for  all  peo¬ 
ple;  economic,  social  and  political  justice 
for  all  people;  and  with  ability  to  gather, 
properly  interpret  and  report  evidence 
honestly  and  accurately. 

As  an  example  of  such  trustworthi¬ 
ness,  I  name  Bishops  Kenneth  Hicks,  C. 
P.  Minnick,  Ernest  Dixon,  the  four  gen¬ 
eral  board  leaders  and  Father  Goros- 
tiaga  who  visited  Nicaragua  in  January. 
Their  report  to  world  Methodists  matched 
their  commitment  to  their  excellent 
priorities.  R  K  Heacock 

Austin,  Texas 

Liberals  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  with  great  sadness  that  I  must 
oppose  those  conservative  writers  who 
have  attacked  the  editorial  "Wait  a  Min¬ 
ute,  Mr.  President"  (see  UMR  Letters, 
March  8).  However,  it  is  a  matter  of  honor 
that  I,  as  a  conservative  Christian,  must 
resist  the  errors  of  my  own  group  just  as 
strongly  as  I  resist  the  errors  of  liberals. 

The  editor  and  any  other  Christian  has 
a  right  to  question  and  criticize  the  wis¬ 
dom,  policies  and  statements  of  this 
president  or  any  president.  Mr.  Reagan 
is  only  a  man,  and  as  such  he  is  fallible. 

It  is  never  “belittling  and  arrogant”  nor 
is  it  “fault-finding”  to  state  that  we  be¬ 
lieve  another  sinful  human,  like  ourselves, 
has  made  a  mistake  or  done  something 
wrong.  If  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  became 
president,  there  are  doubtless  thousands 
who  would  find  his  actions  contrary  to 
their  ideas  of  Christianity. 

If  conservatives  deny  the  right  of  lib¬ 
erals  to  criticize  Ronald  Reagan,  then 
they  deny  themselves  the  right  to  criti¬ 
cize  Jesse  Jackson  and  others  like  him. 

The  editors  were  told  “judge  not,  lest 
you  be  judged.”  However,  we  must  judge 
every  action  or  idea  as  to  its  moral  val¬ 
ue,  or  we  will  wind  up  equating  child 
pornography  with  child  welfare.  To 
judge  an  action  to  be  morally  wrong  is 
not  to  judge  the  person  who  committed 
the  action. 

The  most  troubling  attacks  on  the  edi¬ 
torial  are  those  who  label  it  as  coming 
from  "liberal,  left-wing  factions”  or  be¬ 
ing  of  “demagogic,  liberal”  persuasion. 
God  can  speak  through  liberals  as  well 
as  conservatives,  and  neither  group  can 
ever  dare  dismiss  the  ideas  of  the  other 
out  of  hand. 

To  do  so  is,  in  effect,  to  say  to  God: 
"Your  Grace  and  Holy  Spirit  can  never 
come  from  those  people— only  from  our 
group.” 

We  need  not  take  ideas  blindly  on 
faith.  We  need  only  to  be  humbly  aware 
that  the  truth  of  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
come  from  anywhere.  We  have  the 
means  John  Wesley  gave  us  to  test  new 
ideas:  reason,  tradition,  experience  and 
Scripture.  No  Christian  has  the  right  to 
deny  the  truth  of  an  idea  without  first 
examining  it  on  its  merits. 

Cynthia  Dobsy 
Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee 

Bible  editorial  inspiring 

To  the  Editor: 

How  inspiring  it  was  to  read  the  edito¬ 
rial  on  the  proper  place  of  the  Bible  in 
your  March  22  issue! 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  may 
equate  its  official  papal  teachings  with 
the  Bible,  but  don’t  we  United  Methodists 
sometimes  give  equal  weight  to  John 
Wesley’s  teaching  about  the  "quadrilat¬ 
eral”— Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience— and  not  necessarily  in  that 

order?  Nan  Mealy 

Conroe,  Texas 

Let’s  move  around 

To  the  Editor: 

I  recently  learned  that  some  church 
denominations  are  considering  moving 
their  national  headquarters  and  agencies 
out  of  New  York  City. 

Moving  church  institutions  around  the 
United  States  is  one  way  of  making  ivo¬ 
ry-tower  bureaucrats  accountable  to  the 
grass  roots  and  more  nearly  representa¬ 
tive  of  church  membership. 

J  propose  that  all  United  Methodist 
dfurch  General  Conference  boards, 
agencies,  commissions,  etc.,  be  distribut¬ 
ed  equally  among  the  five  geographical 
jurisdictions  and  rotated  to  different  ju¬ 
risdictions  every  10  years.  Within  each 
jurisdiction,  each  annual  conference 
would  get  only  one  agency  and  not  an¬ 
other  one  again  until  every  annual  con¬ 


ference  in  that  jurisdiction  also  had  had 
an  agency. 

What  could  be  fairer  than  that?  The 
lower  office,  housing  and  other  costs  out¬ 
side  New  York  City  would  even  save 
money.  The  high  rentals  available  for 
the  properties  in  New  York  City  would 
be  available  for  worthy  projects,  and 
properties  could  be  sold  if  the  projects 

warranted.  ,  ,  ¥ 

John  Lee  Terneus 

Yukon,  Oklahoma 

‘Glaring  omission’  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

A  glaring  omission  seems  apparent  in 
the  Reporter’s  coverage  of  Nicaragua. 
That  involves  the  apparent  anti-Semi¬ 
tism  practised  by  the  Sandinistas  even 
though  very  few  Jews  live  in  Nicaragua. 
That  is,  of  course,  to  be  expected,  since 
the  Sandinistas  appear  to  be  surrogates 
of  the  Soviets. 

R.J.  Doyle 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Women  should  be  free 

To  the  Editor: 

The  social  concern  labeled  “sexism" 
may  seem  insignificant  to  most  men,  but  to 
women,  who  have  been  oppressed  by  soci¬ 
ety  in  one  way  or  another,  freedom  is  the 
ultimate  goal.  We  look  to  the  local  church 
to  convey  “freedom  in  Christ”  to  us. 

In  a  United  Methodist  Church  recent¬ 
ly,  the  minister  stated:  “When  there  are 
two  heads  in  a  home,  it  is  like  a  two 
headed  monster."  He  made  it  clear  that 
the  man  should  be  the  head  of  the  home. 

Christ  is  the  head  of  our  home,  and  my 
husband  and  I  are  on  equal  footing.  Thank 
God  that  most  Methodists  we  have  en¬ 
countered  through  the  years  have  believed 
in  equality  between  men  and  women. 

Freedom  in  Christ  is  the  very  essence 
of  Christianity,  which  means  that  no  per¬ 
son  is  subservient  to  any  other  person. 
The  social  consequences  of  accepting  the 
man  as  head  of  the  home  is  prejudice 
against  women. 

Margaret  E.  Palmer 
Lake  Worth,  Florida 

Worship  central  to  church 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  March  8  editorial,  “There’s  more 
to  it  than  60  minutes,”  states  an  impor¬ 
tant  point  for  me,  but  it  does  not  warrant 
assigning  George  Plagenz’s  newspaper 
review  of  Sunday  worship  to  the  enter¬ 


tainment  section. 

Certainly,  as  you  say,  no  church  should 
be  judged  solely  by  what  visitors  experi¬ 
ence  in  its  corporate  worship. 

But  Mr.  Plagenz’s  reviews,  even  though 
I  have  not  seen  them,  suggest  important 
points  too  often  forgotten.  His  reviews 
imply  that  corporate  worship  is  the  most 
important  act  of  the  church— not,  as  you 
say,  “one  of  the  most  important.” 

Corporate  worship  is  the  church’s  pri¬ 
mary  strength  since  it  is  only  through 
God’s  grace,  and  “conscious  contact” 
with  God’s  grace,  that  we  are  empowered 
for  faith,  hope  and  love.  Oddly  enough, 
most  of  the  unchurched  know  that  wor¬ 
ship  is  the  central  act  of  the  church.  They 
visit  worship  when  they  want  to  learn 
about  a  church! 

Mr.  Plagenz’s  reviews  suggest  even 
more:  Worship  is  always  evangelistic, 
more  or  less.  Worship,  regardless  of  its 
form  or  content,  always  either  encour¬ 
ages  people  to  participate  in  a  church’s 
style  of  friendship  with  Christ  or  discour¬ 
ages  that  participation. 

Agreed,  corporate  worship  cannot  be 
separated  from  the  weekday’s  work,  love 
and  prayer.  But  we  must  not  allow  that  to 
obscure  what  is  suggested  by  Mr.  Pla¬ 
genz’s  reviews,  namely,  that  for  the 
church  corporate  worship  is  central. 

For  it  to  be  positive  evangelism,  we 
must  continually  and  self-critically  work 
in  our  worship  to  invite,  welcome  and 
involve  the  “new  ones.” 

Loren  J.  Grace 
North  Mankato,  Minnesota 
I  won’t  hold  breath 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter’s  March  15  editorials  re¬ 
fer  to  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
goal  of  20  million  new  members  by  1992. 

About  15  years  ago  I  made  a  big  effort 
to  get  our  national  church  moving  on 
some  very  important  programs  that,  had 
they  been  accepted  and  implemented, 
would  have  had  a  very  positive  influence 
on  bringing  in  new  members. 

What  happened:  nothing.  I  ran  into  one 
obstacle  after  another  and  finally  gave 
up  in  disgust.  The  obstacles  came  in  sev¬ 
eral  different  forms  including  personalities, 
egos,  bureaucracies,  lack  of  accountability, 
etc.  You  name  it,  I  found  it. 

So,  you’ll  pardon  me  if  I  don’t  hold  my 
breath. 

Robert  Mateer 
Natick,  Massachusetts 
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Kampuchea’s  ‘"killing  fields’:  tough  Christian  healing  field 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

.  Kampuchea’s  genocidal  bloodbath— 
vividly  portrayed  in  the  currently  popu¬ 
lar  movie  "The  Killing  Fields”— stopped 
in  1979. 

But  people  like  Georgia  United  Meth¬ 
odists  Margaret  and  Dean  Hancock  deal 
daily  with  the  legacy  of  the  1975-79  reign 
of  Kampuchean  Premier  Pol  Pot  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  Academy  Award-winning 
movie. 

They  understand  well  the  truth  at  the 
end  of  “The  Killing  Fields"  when  words 
roll  up  on  the  screen  stating  that  "the 
agony  is  not  over"  in  Kampuchea  (Cam¬ 
bodia). 

Since  1982,  the  Hancocks  have  been 
mainline  U.S.  Protestants’  representa¬ 
tives  in  the  capital  city  of  Phnom  Penh. 

While  they’ve  supervised  the  spending 
of  millions  of  dollars  from  Church  World 
Service  on  relief  and  development  pro¬ 
jects,  new  problems  continually  are  cre¬ 
ated  by  the  war  between  the  Vietnamese 
occupying  army— which  liberated  Kam¬ 
puchea  from  Pol  Pot— and  a  rival  rebel 
government  along  the  borders.  One  of 
the  three  rebel  armies  making  up  the 
rebel  government  is  led  by  Pol  Pot. 

Although  in  many  ways  Kampuchea 
still  is  a  “killing  field,”  the  Hancocks  and 
others  say  U.S.  Christians’  contributions 
also  are  making  it  a  missional  healing 
field. 

Church  efforts  hampered 

Church  efforts  to  heal  body  and  soul  in 
Kampuchea  are  hampered  severely,  the 
Reporter  has  been  told  by  several  per¬ 
sons  connected  to  church  work  there. 

They  said  two  major  problems  are: 

(1)  The  China-backed  Pol  Pot,  in  his 
hatred  for  everything  Western,  de¬ 
stroyed  much  of  what  is  needed  to  make 
Kampucheans  self-sufficient  again. 

For  example,  Pol  Pot’s  communist 
government  either  killed  or  ran  out  of 
the  country  all  veterinarians  (presum¬ 
ably  because  their  professional  training 


had  been  Western  oriented).  Even  today, 
the  nation  has  only  three  veterinarians, 
all  provided  by  foreign  Christians.  That 
makes  it  extremely  difficult  to  keep  ani¬ 
mals  healthy  for  their  essential  role  in 
food  production. 

(2)  The  new  communist  government, 
propped  by  an  estimated  160,000  Viet¬ 
namese  soldiers,  severely  restricts  Kam¬ 
puchean  citizens,  especially  Christians. 

For  example,  Kampuchean  Christians 
are  forbidden  to  worship  publicly  or 
even  to  make  contact  with  foreign  Chris¬ 
tians  (see  story  below  left). 

‘‘The  government  allows  outside 
churches  to  spend  millions  of  dollars 
(through  government  channels)  but  won’t 
allow  the  church  to  exist  in  Kampuchea,” 
complained  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  for¬ 
mer  head  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  in  a  meeting 
involving  Margaret  Hancock  in  Thailand 
last  fall. 

In  fact,  restrictions  on  foreign  church 
workers  are  so  great  one  might  wonder 
about  the  willingness  of  churches  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  cooperate  with  the  government. 

Where  was  church  during  killing? 

The  importance  of  presence  is  quickly 
seen  when  looking  back  to  the  churches’ 
absence  during  Pol  Pot’s  reign,  which 
some  Jewish  historians  are  calling  the 
"Second  Holocaust.” 

"The  Killing  Fields"  has  introduced 
the  Kampuchean  genocide  to  millions  of 


Christian  remnant 
difficult  even  to  find 
under  repressive  rule 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Every  once  in  a  while,  Margaret  Han¬ 
cock  thinks  she  sees  a  Kampuchean 
Christian  in  the  capital  city  of  Phnom 
Penh. 

But  after  three  years  representing 
Church  World  Service  there,  she’s  still 
not  sure. 

‘‘We  have  suspicions  about  who  are 
Christians,  but  for  their  good  we  wouldn’t 
ask  them,”  the  Georgia  United  Methodist 
told  the  Reporter  last  fall  in  Asia. 

Furtive  glances  and  whispered  rumors 
are  about  as  tangible  evidence  as  can  be 
obtained  about  Christians  in  the  hapless 
Southeast  Asian  nation,  sources  in  sever¬ 
al  agencies  connected  with  work  in 
Kampuchea  have  told  the  Reporter. 

Nonetheless,  they  said  they  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  a  faithful  remnant  of  Kam¬ 
puchean  Christians  survived  the  bloody 
1975-79  Pol  Pot  reign  and  discreetly 
maintain  their  faith  under  the  religious 
repression  of  the  current  government. 

The  Vietnam-backed  Kampuchea  gov¬ 
ernment  won’t  allow  foreign  Christian 
workers  to  “have  fellowship”  with  Kam¬ 
puchean  Christians  or  talk  with  any 
Kampucheans  without  permission. 

Foreign  Christian  workers,  operating 
multi-million-dollar  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  programs  for  their  churches,  have  to 
get  government  permission  even  to  talk  to 
their  own  Kampuchean  employees. 

Church  sources  said  one  World  Council 
of  Churches  worker  made  contact  with  a 
few  local  Christians  and  promptly  was 
expelled  by  the  government. 

Church  World  Service  has  tried  to  set 
up  meetings  between  tour  groups  and 
local  Christians  but  has  been  rebuffed  by 
the  government. 

There  also  are  indications  that  the  Cu¬ 
ban  Christian  workers,  who  are  given 
more  freedom  than  workers  from  non¬ 
communist  countries,  may  be  worship¬ 
ing  with  some  Kampucheans,  the  church 
source  said. 

Christianity  seen  as  threat 

The  nation’s  constitution  guarantees 
freedom  of  religion  as  long  as  the  reli¬ 
gious  expression  is  not  a  threat  to  the 
country. 

But  public  Christian  worship— unlike 
exercise  of  the  majority  Buddhist  reli¬ 
gion— is  forbidden  by  the  government.  It’ 
is  considered  subversive  because  it  is 
seen  as  a  Western  religion,  U.S.  church 
officials  said. 

The  1975-79  Pol  Pot  regime  was  mer¬ 
ciless  in  seeking  out  Christians  to  kill, 
they  said.  Most  were  Roman  Catholic. 
The  French  had  kept  out  most  Protes¬ 
tant  missionary  work  during  their  earli¬ 
er  rule.  The  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines, 
former  head  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  said  that 
before  Pol  Pot,  there  probably  were 
about  15,000  Catholics  and  1,500  mem¬ 
bers  of  Christian  Missionary  Alliance 
churches. 

Life  for  Christians  under  the  Vietnam¬ 
ese  liberators  is  not  much  better. 

The  government  recently  demolished 
a  Protestant  church  building  that  had 
been  left  standing  by  Pol  Pot  for  use  as  a 
grain  bin. 

And  a  Kampuchean  Protestant  minis¬ 
ter  who  had  fled  to  Thailand  during  Pol 
Pot’s  reign  was  immediately  arrested 
and  thrown  into  prison  when  he  came 
home  last  year,  a  church  worker  said. 


The  terror  for  Kampuchean  Dith  Pran 
(played  by  Haing  Ngor)  in  “The  Killing 
Fields”  was  shared  by  Christians  whose 
fate  remains  murky  under  new  rulers. 

Foreign  Christian  workers  operate  in 
an  international  ghetto  in  a  hotel.  Mrs. 
Hancock  and  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Dean 
Hancock,  have  an  office  in  one  hotel 
room  and  their  home  in  another. 

Each  Monday,  they  must  submit  a 
work  schedule  to  be  approved  by  the 
government,  Mrs.  Hancock  said.  The 
schedule  details  exactly  what  they  will 
do  and  when  during  the  week.  With  the 
schedule  are  requests  for  permission  to 
meet  with  employees  at  specific  times. 

The  Rev.  Denver  Stone  spoke  of  those 
stifling  restrictions  from  his  home  in 
Singapore  where  he  serves  as  a  mission¬ 
ary  for  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  He  takes 
care  of  details  for  shipping  goods  into 
Kampuchea.  On  a  visit  there  last  year, 
“everytime  we  moved  we  had  to  have  a 
permit,”  he  said,  ‘‘even  to  go  to  the 
Church  World  Service  veterinary  lab, 
which  is  three  blocks  from  the  hotel.” 

Most  church  work  has  to  be  done 
through  the  channels  of  a  government 
that,  according  to  a  recent  report  from  the 
U.S.  National  Council  of  Churches,  in  no 
serious  sense  respects  the  rule  of  law. 

Disciple-making  possible 

Why  shouldn't  foreign  churches  refuse 
to  work  with  such  a  government? 

"If  we  left,  there  would  be  no  symbol 
at  all  for  Kampuchean  Christians,”  Mrs. 
Hancock  said. 

She  and  others  said  the  high  visibility 
of  the  international  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  in  all  likelihood  is  a  source  of  reassur¬ 
ance  to  the  tiny  bands  of  Kampucheans 
worshiping  secretly  in  their  homes. 

All  Church  World  Service  supplies, 
equipment,  automobiles  and  distributed 
kits  have  its  name  prominently  shown. 

And  the  fact  that  the  international 
community  can  gather  at  the  hotel  for 
regular  ecumenical  services  also  is  an 
inspiration  for  Kampuchean  Christians, 
said  Norma  Kehrberg,  current  head  of 
UMCOR. 

Thus,  besides  feeding  the  hungry  in  a 
small  way,  U.S.  Christians'  donations  may 
be  helping  Kampuchean  Christians  to 
"make  disciples,”  several  church  leaders 
said. 

‘‘Our  feeling  is  that  Kampuchean 
Christians  are  witnessing  to  their  faith  in 
some  way  now,”  Mrs.  Hancock  said.  “We 
believe  that  although  this  is  a  trying 
time  for  them,  they  will  become  strong." 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Americans  for  the  first  time.  Many 
viewers  ask  what  the  rest  of  the  world  — 
including  the  church— was  doing  or  say¬ 
ing  while  3  million  of  Kampuchea  s  7 
million  citizens  were  being  slaughtered 
or  were  dying  of  starvation  and  disease. 

The  answer?  Churches  and  the  world’s 
governments  basically  did  nothing 

The  Rev.  Lawrence  Turnipseed,  head 
of  the  southern  Asia  operation  of  the  U.S. 
National  Council  of  Churches’  Church 
World  Service,  explained: 

When  Pol  Pot  set  up  his  government, 
he  practically  sealed  off  the  country  to 
outsiders.  Churches  worldwide  had  no  di¬ 
rect  reports  about  the  holocaust  occur¬ 
ring  inside.  After  a  couple  of  years, 
stories  began  to  emerge  from  refugees 
about  atrocities.  But  the  churches  had  no 
way  of  investigating  the  validity  of  the 
stories,  Mr.  Turnipseed  said. 

“Churches  made  repeated  approaches 
to  the  Kampuchean  government  to  gain 
access  to  the  country,”  said  the  Rev  Wil¬ 
liam  Herod,  consultant  to  Church  World 
Service.  But  even  Asian  church  leaders 
could  not  get  a  single  meeting  with 
Kampuchean  officials,  let  alone  enter 
the  country,  he  said. 


Actors  Sam  Waterston  and  Haing  Ngor  embrace  in 
‘‘The  Killing  Fields”  against  a  backdrop  of  real  life 
refugees  and  a  camp  in  Thailand  supported  in  part  by 


United  Methodists.  Inside  Kampuchea,  churches 
great  restrictions  are  helping  people  overcome  the  horror 
shown  in  the  movie  which  Mr.  Nigor  himself  survived. 


Churches  responded  massively 

When  the  victorious  Vietnamese  re¬ 
vealed  to  the  world  during  1979-80  the 
experiences  of  people  like  the  character 
Dith  Pran,  who  survived  the  actual 
slaughters  depicted  in  “The  Killing 
Fields,”  Christians  worldwide  responded 
with  their  most  massive  aid  program  in 
history. 

Church  World  Service  received  $13 
million.  It  has  spent  $11.5  million  of  that. 

United  Methodists  gave  $5  million  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief,  which  works  with  and  through 
Church  World  Service.  About  $700,000 
remains  to  support  the  ongoing  program 
led  by  the  Hancocks. 

"Church  World  Service  decided  that 
since  so  many  organizations  were  work¬ 
ing  with  Kampuchean  refugees  in  Thai¬ 
land,  we  would  put  our  major  resources 
inside  Kampuchea  to  help  people  be¬ 
come  self-sufficient  in  food  production 
and  to  stay  in  their  homeland,”  Mr  Her¬ 
od  said. 

Church  workers  told  the  Reporter  that 
Pol  Pot's  government  destroyed  all  mod¬ 
ern  agriculture  equipment.  It  eliminated 
all  educated  people,  partly  by  killing 
anybody  who  wore  glasses  or  spoke  a 
foreign  language.  The  cities  had  been 
emptied  of  people. 

The  idea  was  to  turn  the  country  into 


the  technologically  backward  nation  it 
was  before  the  French  colonized  it,  said 
the  Rev.  Franklin  Woo,  head  of  the  U.S. 
National  Council  of  Churches’  China 
Program. 

The  fanatical,  puritanical  zeal  to 
cleanse  Kampuchea  of  Westernism  was 
similar  to  what  happened  after  commu¬ 
nist  revolution  victories  in  Vietnam  and 
North  Korea,  but  only  the  Cultural  Revo¬ 
lution  period  in  China  seems  to  match 
the  brutality  in  Kampuchea,  Dr.  Woo 
said.  And  it  was  the  Chinese  government 
of  the  Cultural  Revolution  that  backed 
Pol  Pot. 

Improvement  seen 

Compared  with  that,  life  in  Kampu¬ 
chea  is  much  improved  today  and  is 
much  less  unpleasantly  rigid  than  in 
Vietnam,  Mrs.  Hancock  said. 


“The  food  market  involves  quite  a  bit  of 
free  enterprise  and  is  improving,"  she 
said.  (Another  church  leader  noted,  howev¬ 
er,  that  the  Vietnam  army  is  shipping  a  lot 
of  Kampuchea’s  homegrown  rice  back  to 
food-deficient  Vietnam,  delaying  Kampu¬ 
chea’s  ability  to  feed  its  own  people.) 

Church  World  Service  has  shown  it  has 
staying  power  in  helping  Kampucheans 
be  self-sufficient  in  food  production, 
Mrs.  Hancock  said.  "Some  organizations 
came  in  the  beginning,  spent  all  their 
money  in  one  fell  swoop  and  were  gone  " 

Mr.  Turnipseed  described  the  Church 
World  Service  program: 

•Its  two  veterinarians  are  training 
Kampucheans  to  vaccinate  livestock  and 
take  specimens  from  sick  animals  for 
laboratory  use. 

•  It  operates  the  nation’s  only  veteri¬ 
nary  diagnostic  laboratory. 


•  It  recently  brought  in  a  person  with 
a  Ph  D.  in  agronomy  with  a  specialty  in 
vegetable  seed  production  to  run  a  new 
seed  project.  Kampucheans  desperately 
need  vegetables  for  nutrition. 

•  It  provides  an  engineer  to  supervise 
a  dozen  trained  survey  teams  helping 
rebuild  small  dikes  and  dams  destroyed 
by  Pol  Pot  and  necessary  for  water  con¬ 
trol  in  agriculture. 

•  It  provides  small  kits  to  coopera¬ 
tives  in  villages  identified  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  as  being  among  the  worst 
equipped.  The  kits  include  simple  agri¬ 
cultural  tools,  fish  nets,  etc. 

•  It  responds  to  major  emergencies 
such  as  a  flood  last  fall  that  wiped  out  a 
rice  crop.  Church  World  Service,  with 
close  cooperation  by  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment,  shipped  in  1,000  tons  of  high  yield, 
quick-growing  rice  seed. 


Agency  studies  paper  on  sacraments ,  ministry 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodism 
moved  closer  April  12-14  to  completing 
its  official  response  to  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  historic  document  on  "Bap¬ 
tism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry.” 

The  denomination’s  official  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agency  spent  most  of  its  meeting 
here  poring  over  but  seldom  arguing 
with  the  document  that  has  been  called 
the  most  significant  statement  of  theo¬ 
logical  agreement  in  modern  times. 

But  the  35-member  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns  found  at  least  one  issue 
on  which  it  seemed  unwilling  to  compro¬ 
mise  in  the  name  of  Christian  unity.  That 
issue  is  the  ordination  of  women. 

Writing  takes  50  years 

The  World  Council’s  document  is  the 
product  of  a  50-year  process.  Its  actual 
author-body  is  the  World  Council’s  Faith 
and  Order  Commission.  Its  120  members 
include  at  least  11  Methodists  from 
around  the  world.  The  chairman  is  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  theologian  John  Deschner 
of  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
unanimously  adopted  the  document  in 
1982,  in  effect  saying  that  it  was  the  best 
statement  of  convergence  on  baptism, 
holy  communion  and  ministry  that  this 
large  group  of  scholars  and  theologians 
could  come  up  with. 

The  document  was  then  referred  to  the 
World  Council’s  member  churches  for 
response  "by  the  highest  appropriate 
body"  no  later  than  Dec.  31. 

United  Methodism’s  ecumenical  agen¬ 
cy  took  responsibility  for  getting  the 
document  to  denomination  decision 
makers.  The  1984  General  Conference 
authorized  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  give 
the  official  response  by  the  1985  year-end 
deadline. 

What  happened  here  was  the  first 
coming  together  of  three  “streams”  that 
the  ecumenical  agency  created  as  a  part 


of  the  United  Methodist  response  pro¬ 
cess. 

One  "stream"  was  the  result  of  study 
by  a  selected  number  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  local  congregations.  Another 
“stream"  came  from  a  task  force  of 
United  Methodist  theologians.  The  third 
came  from  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship’s  Section  on  Worship. 

Fourth  addition  made 

To  these  three,  the  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  added  its  own  preliminary  re¬ 
sponse  —  not  by  hard  and  fast  vote  for 
or  against  the  document  but  by  careful, 
candid  analysis  of  it. 

These  four  "streams”  will  be  pulled 
together  this  summer  by  a  task  force 
headed  by  United  Methodist  theologian 
J.  Robert  Nelson.  The  compiled  report 
and  recommendations  will  come  to  the 
Christian  Unity  agency  at  its  October 
meeting.  The  final  report  will  then  go  to 
the  Council  of  Bishops  in  November. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  Houston,  who 
chairs  the  Commission  on  Christian  Uni¬ 
ty  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  said  all 
bishops  have  copies  of  the  document  on 
baptism,  communion  and  ministry  as 
well  as  various  study  guides  recom¬ 
mended  for  use  with  it.  He  said  he  knows 
many  bishops  are  studying  and  generally 
responding  favorably  to  the  document. 

Bishop  Oliphint  said  his  commission 
will  ask  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  document  “in  the  spirit  in 
which  it  is  offered,  affirming  that  it  ex¬ 
presses  the  faith  of  the  church  through 
the  ages,  as  we  understand  that  faith." 

At  least  nine  churches  have  responded 
officially  to  the  document,  and  the  World 
Council  news  service  reported  those  re¬ 
sponses  were  “generally  positive."  The 
only  U.S.  church  among  those  early  re¬ 
spondents  was  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America. 

That  same  World  Council  news  report 
did  not  mention  ordination  of  women  as 
being  among  the  “controversial  issues” 


UMC  unit  opposes  President  Reagan’s 
Nicaraguan  aid,  cease-fire  package 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON -United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is 
urging  fast  and  vigorous  action  against 
President  Reagan's  $14  million  "hu¬ 
manitarian  aid"  request  for  contra 
forces  in  Nicaragua.  The  request  includes 
a  proposal  for  a  cease-fire  between 
government  and  rebel  forces. 

The  president  said  his  new  proposal 
for  contra  aid  is  to  be  an  incentive  to  get 
the  Sandinista  government  to  accept  the 
contras’  offer  of  a  ceasefire  in  return  for 
the  start  of  a  "national  dialogue"  on  Nic¬ 
aragua's  internal  political  problems. 

"President  Reagan  is  pushing  harder 
for  aid  to  the  contra  forces  in  Nicara¬ 
gua,"  said  a  letter  sent  April  8  by  Church 
and  Society’s  Department  of  Peace  and 
World  Order  to  bishops  and  other  church 
leaders  across  the  country.  "You  are 


needed  to  stop  (these)  efforts  to  destabi¬ 
lize  the  government”  of  Nicaragua. 

"The  President’s  statement  (of  April  4) 
assumes  the  current  government  of  Nic¬ 
aragua  is  invalid,”  the  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  letter  says.  “The  team  from  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
(which  visited  Nicaragua  earlier  this 
year)  concluded  the  opposite. 

"The  President  assumes  those  forces 
fighting  the  government  to  be  liberators 
of  the  people.  The  Latin  American  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  (chaired  by  Methodist 
Bishop  Federico  J.  Pagura)  says  the 
churches  do  not  consider  them  so. 

“All  agree  the  church-state  situation 
in  Nicaragua  is  tense.  It  is  inappropri¬ 
ate.  within  that  situation,  to  suggest  (as 
did  Mr.  Reagan)  the  Roman  Cahtolic 
Bishop’s  Conference  act  as  negotiator." 

A  vote  in  Congress  is  expected  in  late 
April. 


raised  in  early  responses  to  the  docu¬ 
ment.  But  the  United  Methodist  ecu¬ 
menical  agency  pounced  on  the  issue. 

Women’s  status  left  open 

The  World  Council  document  speaks 
neither  for  nor  against  ordination  of 
women.  It  acknowledges  that  some 
churches  ordain  men  and  women,  some 
men  only.  Then  it  adds,  “Differences  of 
this  issue  raise  obstacles  to  the  mutual 
recognition  of  ministries  (among 
churches).  But  those  obstacles  must  not 
be  regarded  as  substantive  hindrance  for 
further  efforts  towards  mutual  recogni¬ 
tion.” 

Both  the  tone  and  frequency  of  re¬ 
sponse  to  that  paragraph  at  the  meeting 
here  indicated,  though,  that  United 
Methodists  do,  in  fact,  see  those  as  seri¬ 
ous  obstacles. 

Discussion  indicated  United  Method¬ 
ists  would  find  many  plusses  and  some 
relatively  minor  minuses  in  other  parts 
of  the  document.  These  include: 

•  Baptism  —  Both  believers’  and  in¬ 
fant  baptism  are  acknowledged,  but  the 
document  indicates  that  believers’  bap¬ 
tism  is  the  preferred  New  Testament 
pattern.  Re-baptism  is  firmly  de¬ 
nounced.  Baptism  is  described  as  “ad¬ 
ministered  with  water  in  the  name  of  the 


Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit.” 
Some  United  Methodists  objected  to  the 
male  language  imagery.  Several  said  the 
document  is  unclear  about  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  baptism  to  confirmation,  church 
membership,  the  eucharist  and  ordina¬ 
tion. 

•Eucharist  —  The  very  term  “eucha¬ 
rist’’  was  identified  as  "alien"  to  United 
Methodists,  who  are  more  accustomed  to 
referring  to  Holy  Communion  or  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  United  Methodists  were 
encouraged  to  think  of  eucharist  as 
meaning  "thanksgiving,”  so  that  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  eucharist  becomes  in  effect 
celebrating  a  service  of  thanksgiving. 
The  document  recommends  that  Chris¬ 
tians  celebrate  the  eucharist  frequently, 
perhaps  weekly,  which  it  was  agreed 
here  would  be  problemmatic  for  some 
United  Methodists. 

•  Ministry  —  This  section  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  the  "thorniest”  in  the 
document.  The  section  recognizes  a 
three-fold  “pattern”  of  ministry:  bishops, 
presbyters  and  elders.  That  is  unlike 
United  Methodism's  two-fold  order  of 
deacon  and  elder,  with  the  episcopacy 
(bishop)  being  an  office  rather  than  an 
order  of  ministry. 

The  tone  of  discussion  at  this  meeting 
was  uniformly  serious,  sometimes  tense. 


frUMIS 


UNITED  METHODIST  INFORMATION  SYSTEM 


The  UMIS  Membership  Module  has  record  capabilities  of  your  Church  membership  by  family  and 
mdiviual  within  the  family,  also  keeping  track  of  the  members,  friends  and  constituents  of  your  Church 
UMIS  was  exclusively  designed  for  United  Methodist  Churches  and  Church  per¬ 
sonnel  by  United  Methodist  people  and  computer  professionals.  The  UMIS  Sys¬ 
tem  was  designed  so  the  United  Methodist  Ministry  would  have  immediate  access 
to  the  vital  and  significant  membership  information,  stewardship  program  and  ac¬ 
counting  functions  that  will  enhance  the  stability  and  continuity  of  each  United 
Methodist  Church. 

There  are  two  UMIS  systems.  The  UM1S/300  for  churches  with  less  than  300 
members  and  UMIS/Plus  for  churches  with  over  300  members 
The  basic  software  packages  to  manage  membership  data,  finances  and  contribu¬ 
tions  will  be  supplemented  by  a  number  of  other  packages  The  Ministers  Per¬ 
sonal  Package,  Music  Program  and  Church  Administration  modules  are  available 
for  both  UMIS  Systems. 

To  order  the  complete  UMIS  System  for  your  Church,  or  obtain  additional  infor¬ 
mation  contact: 

Anthony  J.  Tolbert  III,  Director  of  Electronic  Publishing 

United  Methodist  Information  System 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway,  Park  Ridge,  Illinois  60068  (312)  299-4411 

UMIS.  nu  e.viViisnv/v  tU-*i\;iic<l  Unitol  Methmitst  Chun  It  coniputcnud  soliunre  program  davlo)k\t  hi  civ/n-mHon 
with  the  Gcncml  Council  <m  Finnmr  mut  Administmtlon  bv  the  United  Mcllwdrst  Publishing  H>nisc 
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UM  church  helps  noted  composer 
make  music  again  following  stroke 


LONDON  —  The  rear  portion  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  is  re¬ 
flected  in  the  mirrored  glass  wall  of  Centros  House,  the 
office  complex  that  has  been  built  on  a  narrow  strip  of 


land  behind  the  chapel  in  London.  Wesley’s  tomb  is  the 
tall  monument  at  left. 


London ’s  aging  Wesley  Chapel 
gets  boost  from  nearby  office 


By  LINDA  W.  KEISTER 
.  LONDON— When  John  Wesley  built 
the  chapel  here  that  bears  his  name,  the 
ehurch  was  a  long  way  from  the  heart  of 
the  city.  Now  the  chapel  is  surrounded 
by  commerce— with  the  notable  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  area  immediately  across  the 
street. 

In  front  of  the  chapel  is  a  busy  street, 
one  that  Americans  visiting  Wesley’s 
Chapel  find  treacherous  to  cross  as  Brit¬ 
ish  drivers  come  barreling  toward  them 
on  the  "wrong”  (left)  side  of  the  street. 

But  it’s  worth  the  effort  to  cross  the 
street.  On  the  other  side,  looking  almost 
a§  pastoral  as  it  must  have  in  Wesley’s 
time,  is  the  beautiful,  wooded  Bunhills 
Field  Cemetery.  In  it  lie  the  remains  of 
many  unknown  as  well  as  famous  Brit¬ 
ons,  including  Susanna  Wesley,  the  moth¬ 
er  of  John  and  Charles.  Caretakers  at 
Bunhills  Field  Cemetery  say  Mrs.  Wes¬ 
ley’s  tomb  is  the  most- visited  one  in  the 
ancient  burial  ground.  (John  Wesley's 
tomb  is  back  across  the  street  in  a  small 
area  between  the  chapel  and  the  new 
office  building.) 

Glass  walls  rise  high 

Immediately  behind  Wesley’s  Chapel 
and  the  house  he  occupied  next  door  is  a 
new,  ultra-modern  mirrored  glass  office 
building— perhaps  the  most  significant 
of  the  chapel’s  secular  and  commercial 
neighbors. 

Completion  of  the  bronze-colored  of¬ 
fice  building  that  reflects  the  chapel 
from  its  mirrored  siding  is  not  only  the 
most  recent  major  change  in  the  physi¬ 
cal  setting.  It  also  accounts  for  the  fi¬ 
nancial  security  of  the  once-threatened 
Wesley  s  Chapel. 

<’.-The  building’s  developers,  Centros  De¬ 
velopment,  paid  150,000  British  pounds 


(approximately  $125,000)  to  lease  the 
land  and  guaranteed  to  pay  an  additional 
17,500  pounds  (approximately  $14,000) 
annually  for  125  years. 

As  part  of  the  contract,  the  developer 
relandscaped  the  graveyard  and  will 
maintain  the  landscape  for  the  duration 
of  the  lease. 

The  chapel  was  closed  in  1968  after 
being  ruled  structurally  unsafe.  It  was 
the  enthusiasm  of  American  Methodists 
that  propelled  British  Methodists  to  save 
Wesley’s  Chapel. 

When  the  chapel  closed,  British  Meth¬ 
odists  appeared  willing  to  let  it  fall  to 
eventual  ruin,  unable  to  rationalize 
spending  1  million  pounds  for  the  resto¬ 
ration. 

“Yet,  we  were  thin  on  cathedrals  and 
landmarks,"  said  Ronald  Gibbons,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  chapel,  who  has  been 
minister  there  since  the  chapel  reopened 
in  1978. 

Galvanized  by  Americans 

Two  American  approaches  galvanized 
the  effort,  he  said. 

First,  several  enterprising  United 
Methodists  from  Texas  said  they  would 
buy  the  chapel  and  move  it  to  Texas. 
Secondly,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  United  States  offered  to  buy  the 
chapel,  refurbish  it  and  supply  it  with 
clergy  from  the  United  States. 

The  Britons  spoke  up  with  a  “not  on 
your  life"  attitude  and  took  on  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  chapel  that  now  welcomes 
30,000  American  "pilgrims"  annually. 

Americans  provided  52  percent  of  the 
funds  needs  for  the  chapel  restoration, 
30  percent  to  help  restore  Wesley’s  house 
next  door  and  a  little  less  for  refurbish¬ 
ing  the  chapel  basement’s  crypt,  which 
opened  in  1984  as  The  Methodist  Museum. 


"Wesley’s  Chapel  is  to  Methodists  as 
Canterbury  is  to  Anglicans  and  St.  Pe¬ 
ter’s  is  to  Catholics,"  said  Mr.  Gibbons. 

Yet  the  chapel  is  struggling  to  become 
an  active  church.  A  membership  in¬ 
crease  from  42  in  1978  to  the  current  75 
reflects  all  the  healthy  growing  pains  of 
a  struggling  church. 

Ms.  Keister  is  a  freelance  writer  in 
London. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

CLAWSON,  Mich.— Ten  years  ago,  New 
York  Times  music  critic  Peter  Davis 
wrote:  "If  Wagner  were  composing  today, 
he  might  possibly  have  written  a  30-mjn- 
ute  opera  like  Gordon  Bush’s  ‘The  Hermit’ 
instead  of  his  20-hour  ‘Ring’  cycle." 

Such  high  praise  was  not  new  for  Mr. 
Bush,  then  32.  The  veteran  “high  church” 
musical  composer  had  heard  his  works 
performed  in  Carnegie  Hall  and  had 
spent  more  than  10  years  in  New  York 
City  writing  music  for  formal  liturgical 
churches.  He  had  played  the  organ  for 
large  metropolitan  New  York  City  area 
churches  like  The  Union  Church  of  Bay 
Ridge,  The  Old  Dutch  Church  and  The 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Westfield. 

But  his  grandest  recognition  came 
only  a  few  months  ago.  An  audience 
gave  him  a  standing  ovation  at  Clawson 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Clawson, 
Mich.,  following  a  recital  of  his  own  and 
various  other  pieces  of  organ  music. 

The  rounds  of  applause  went  on  and  on 
and  on. 

Why? 

The  congregation  and  townspeople  in 
the  suburban  Detroit  church  had  wit¬ 
nessed  the  musician’s  dramatic  return  to 
the  organ  following  a  massive  stroke 
that  seven  years  earlier  had  left  him 
without  the  ability  to  speak,  write  or 
walk.  Now,  partially  physically  rehabili¬ 
tated,  he  had  performed  the  entire  recit¬ 
al  using  only  his  left  hand  and  foot. 

Mr.  Bush's  slow  and  tedious  return  to 
music  came  after  several  long  months  of 
work  with  Clawson  UMC’s  music  direc¬ 
tor,  Janet  Lee,  a  past  president  of  the 
national  Fellowship  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts. 

Mrs.  Lee  had  directed  the  young  musi¬ 
cian  a  quarter  century  ago  when  he  was 
a  high  school  student  and  member  of 
Royal  Oaks  UMC  in  Royal  Oaks,  Mich., 
and  she  was  the  church  choir  director. 

Paralyzed  by  stroke 

After  graduation,  Mr.  Bush  went  to 
Westminster  Choir  College  in  Princeton, 
N.J.,  and  later  did  graduate  work  at 


Guilmant  Organ  School  in  New  York  City. 

“I  had  heard  about  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  but  had  lost  track  of  him  when  his 
mother  called  to  say  he  wanted  to  see 
me,"  Mrs,  Lee  said.  “I  was  puzzled  until 
she  told  me  he  was  now  a  paralyzed 
stroke  victim  who  was  very  bitter  and 
angry  over  what  had  happened  to  him." 

An  hour  after  that  call  two  years  ago, 
Mr.  Bush  was  sitting  in  her  office, 
clutching  several  compositions  he  had 
written  before  the  stroke.  He  had  not 
heard  them  played  in  five  years,  and  he 
wanted  Mrs.  Lee  to  play  them. 

Then  he  hesitantly  gave  her  another 
composition— one  he  had  written  after 
his  stroke. 

“He  was  extremely  nervous  when  he 
handed  me  the  music,"  Mrs.  Lee  said. 
“He  didn’t  know  if  it  was  music  or  just 
dots  on  the  paper.  After  I  played  the 
piece,  he  said,  ‘Yes,  yes,  that  is  what  I 
heard.  I  can  still  hear  music  and  write  it 
down.'  ” 

“It  was  terribly  frustrating  for  him," 
she  explained.  “He  was  able  to  hear’ 
music  in  his  head"  but  since  he  could  not 
read  or  write,  he  had  great  difficulty  in 
expressing  the  musical  compositions. 

Mr.  Bush  soon  began  attending  choir 
rehearsals,  Mrs.  Lee  said.  He  sat  in  the 
back  of  the  room  at  first,  then  slowly 
began  to  join  in.  Finally,  he  gained  the 
confidence  to  sing  on  Sunday  mornings. 
His  contributions,  however,  were  only 
perfectly  pitched  “loos,’’  since  he 
couldn’t  articulate  exact  words. 

Soon  after,  Mrs.  Lee  asked  him  to  ac¬ 
company  the  choir  on  the  organ  while 
she  directed. 

Playing  gave  him  confidence 

“He  was  scared  and  frightened  and 
frustrated,  but  he  tried  it  anyway,"  she 
said.  That  gave  him  the  shot  of  confi¬ 
dence  he  needed.  He  found  he  could  play 
with  only  his  left  hand  and  foot,  and  he 
began  coming  to  the  church  daily  to 
practice. 

Within  weeks  he  gained  enough  confi¬ 
dence  to  complete  the  piece  of  music,  “O 
Morning  Star,”  he  started  after  the 
stroke  and  brought  to  her  on  their  meet¬ 


ing.  Mrs.  Lee  said.  The  choir  at  Clawson 
UMC  sang  the  number  on  the  last  Sunday 
of  Epiphany.  Mrs.  Lee  directed,  and  Mr. 
Bush  played  the  organ. 

"Here,  five  years  after  the  stroke,  he 
was  back  making  music,”  she  said.  “The 
progress  he  had  made  was  nothing  short 
of  a  miracle.” 

Soon,  Mr.  Bush  was  accompanying  the 
choir  on  all  its  anthems,  and  he  began 
playing  the  prelude  for  the  church  ser¬ 
vices. 

Although  he  was  unable  to  read  with¬ 
out  difficulty  or  to  speak  clearly,  he  was 
asked  to  play  for  the  entire  church  ser¬ 
vice.  “Someone  familiar  with  the  service 
sat  by  him  and  told  him  when  to  play,” 
Mrs.  Lee  explained.  ‘‘The  verses  of  the 
hymns  were  indicated  by  the  person  near 
him  holding  up  the  correct  number  of 
fingers  indicating  which  verse  he  was 
playing.” 

UM  grant  helps  him  out 

Today,  these  “signals"  have  been  per¬ 
fected,  and  Mr.  Bush  plays  the  entire 
service  without  difficulty— except  when 
there  are  major  changes  in  the  liturgy, 
she  explained.  He’s  the  assisting  organist 
at  Clawson  UMC,  and  he’s  writing  a  reli¬ 
gious  composition  almost  once  a  month, 
thanks  to  a  grant  provided  by  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  the  Detroit  con¬ 
ference. 

The  grant  pays  Mr.  Bush  a  nominal 
salary.  That  money  allows  him  to  contin¬ 
ue  composing  and  helps  him  pay  his  liv¬ 
ing  expenses. 

"It  has  helped  him  get  his  self-respect 
back  ...  to  know  that  he’s  doing  some¬ 
thing  worth  being  paid  for,”  she  said. 

When  Mr.  Bush  started  college,  he  was 
required  to  write  a  “statement  of  intent" 
that  now,  24  years  later,  has  been  passed 
on  to  Mrs.  Lee. 

He  wrote,  in  part,  "Through  the  spe¬ 
cial  gifts  God  has  granted  me,  I  will 
create  a  search  for  new  ways  to  reach 
and  uplift  the  human  spirit.  This  I  will  do 
through  energetic  worship.” 

"I  doubt  Gordon  ever  knew  how  pro¬ 
phetic  his  words  were  at  the  time,”  Mrs. 
Lee  said. 


the  church  today 


Kansas  task  force  studies  ways 
to  manage  funds  from  hospital  sale 


r  ;  Reporter  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan.— While  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference 
■  are  perhaps  14  months  from  receiving  the 
first  payment  toward  an  eventual  $32  mil- 
•  lion  as  their  part  from  the  sale  of  Wesley 
'Medical  Center,  a  33-member  task  force 
•appointed  by  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  has 
Jaegun  working  to  determine  how  the  mon¬ 
ey  ought  to  be  managed. 

The  Rev.  Janet  Sevier,  Winfield  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  chairs  the  task 
force.  She  said  her  group  would  merely 
recommend  structure  and  would  not 
,  handle  any  of  the  money. 

“We  intend  to  write  a  mission  state¬ 
ment  for  how  to  handle  the  money.”  she 
added. 

The  task  force,  made  up  of  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  lay  people,  was 
formed  by  Bishop  Hicks  a  month  after 
sale  of  the  750-bed  hospital  for  $265  mil¬ 
lion  to  Hospital  Corporation  of  America  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  was  approved  by  the  an¬ 
nual  conference.  The  first  payment  will 
come  12  months  after  consummation  of 
the  sale,  which  is  expected  in  June. 

The  task  force’s  main  objective,  Bish- 
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op  Hicks  agreed,  is  to  find  a  way  to 
manage  the  money,  but  several  decisions 
must  be  made  in  advance,  including 
whether  the  money  will  be  put  into  an 
existing  foundation  or  whether  a  sepa¬ 
rate  foundation  will  be  developed  specif¬ 
ically  for  health  and  welfare  ministries 
in  the  Kansas  West  conference. 

Bishop  Hicks  admitted  that  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  “plowing  new  ground”  and  said 
the  task  force  was  being  deliberate  in 
working  on  guidelines. 

"When  requests  start  to  come  in,  we 
want  to  be  able  to  say  one  does  or  does 
not  fit  in  the  guidelines  of  the  ministry," 
he  explained.  That  way,  the  group  that 
ultimately  ends  up  managing  the  money 
would  not  have  to  make  policy  decisions 
with  each  request. 

"We’ve  got  to  decide  if  we  are  a  reac¬ 
tive  group  or  a  proactive  group,"  said 
Calvin  McMillian,  an  attorney  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  subcommittee  of  the  task  force 
charged  with  studying  mission  and  crite¬ 
ria  for  the  money's  purpose. 

“Are  we  going  to  wait  and  have  people 
(in  the  health  and  welfare  area)  come  to 
us  ...  or  do  we  implement  our  own  pro¬ 
grams  and  go  to  the  people?” 

The  task  force  is  expected  to  make  a 
progress  report  when  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  meets  May  28-31  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wichita. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


Discipleship  board  names 
preaching  evangelism  head 

KANSAS  CITY-The  Rev.  David  Kerr, 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  nearby  Indepen¬ 
dence,  has  been  named  director  of 
preaching  evangelism  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Discipleship  chief  executive  Ezra  Earl 
Jones  said  providing  resources  for  annual 
conference  and  district  preaching  and 
evangelism  events  would  be  among  Mr. 
Kerr’s  duties. 

New  scholarships  link 
local  churches,  schools 

NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)-United  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  who  will  enter  college  in 
1985  and  1986  may  be  among  1,000  who 
receive  a  very  special  helping  hand, 
thanks  to  a  Bicentennial  project  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

The  Bicentennial  Scholars  program 
was  launched  this  year  by  the  board  and 
the  National  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
It  will  provide  up  to  $3,000  in  financial 
assistance  to  1,000  young  people  who 
choose  to  attend  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  colleges  and  universities. 

Local  churches  are  asked  to  nominate 
graduating  high  school  seniors  from 
their  congregations.  The  student  then  ap¬ 
plies  to  a  United  Methodist  institution. 
The  school  then  can  recommend  up  to  20 
students  to  a  national  committee,  which 
makes  the  final  selection. 

Computer  experiment 
grants  awarded 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-Twelve  small 
churches  and  the  four  ethnic  minority 
caucuses  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  been  awarded  matching  fund 


grants  totaling  $9,883  to  participate  in 
an  experimental  church  computer  com¬ 
munication  project. 

Developed  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  the  project  hopes  to  further 
the  church’s  use  of  computer-based  com¬ 
munication  by  linking  groups  in  the 
church  wishing  to  establish  closer  con¬ 
tact  with  each  other  and  with  other  parts 
of  the  church.  Called  CBC  ’85,  the  pro¬ 
ject  will  run  from  April  1  to  Sept.  30. 

The  churches  awarded  the  grants 
have  88  to  365  members  and  are  spread 
from  Churchville,  Va..  to  Kekaha,  Ha¬ 
waii. 

Some  awards  are  for  the  purchase  of 
computers  and  printers.  Other  small 
grants  were  made  to  churches  that  al¬ 
ready  have  computers  with  communica¬ 
tions  capability  but  that  need  help  with 
long-distance  telephone  charges  to  reach 
a  phone  utility. 

Seminary  offers  degree 
in  treating  alcohol,  drug  abuse 

DELAWARE,  Ohio  (RNS)- Methodist 
Theological  School  here  has  announced  a 
master’s  degree  in  the  treatment  of  alco¬ 
holism  and  drug  abuse. 

Scheduled  to  begin  in  the  fall  of  1985, 
the  program  will  be  the  only  one  of  its 
kind  in  American  Protestant  theological 
educ  .tion,  according  to  Dr.  Paul  Nicely, 
professor  of  pastoral  care. 

The  program,  which  will  be  open  to 
clergy  and  lay  persons,  will  be  offered  in 
connection  with  nearby  Ohio  State  Uni¬ 
versity. 

First  layman  selected 
as  Junaluska  director 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.- Trustees  of 
UM-related  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly 
here  have  named  Harry  L.  Rogers,  47,  as 


the  first  layman  director  of  the  assembly. 

He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Mel  E.  Harbin, 
who  is  retiring  after  directing  the  as¬ 
sembly  eight  years.  Mr.  Rogers  has  been 
executive  director  of  the  Center  for  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  at  Appalachian  State 
University  in  Boone,  N.C..  14  years. 

The  assembly  is  owned  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  and  is 
the  site  of  frequent  jurisdictional  and 
national  church  gatherings. 

Apartheid  protest  charges 
dropped  against  bishop 

SEATTLE  — A  state  district  court 


judge  has  dismissed  charges  against 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert 
and  some  200  others  cited  for  criminal 
trespassing  while  demonstrating  outside 
the  home  of  a  South  African  government 
official  here. 

Unlike  courts  in  New  York  and  Wash¬ 
ington,  where  charges  have  been  dis¬ 
missed  quickly  and  routinely,  the 
Washington  state  court  initially  in¬ 
formed  Bishop  Talbert  and  others  they 
would  have  to  face  trial.  But  Bishop  Tal¬ 
bert  said  he  was  later  informed  that  the 
court  had  decided  the  charges  against  all 
the  demonstrators  were  “too  trivial.” 


Texas  Wesleyan  decides 
to  keep  present  campus 
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Learn  through  60  minute  cassette  by 
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ditional  guarantee.  $10.00  to  Relax, 
Rl.  1016  Beaumont.  Wichita,  Ks. 
67219. 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas-Officials  at 
Texas  Wesleyan  College  here  decided 
last  week  that  the  school  would  not  be 
moved  from  its  aging  neighborhood  to 
the  western  side  of  this  city  and  that 
funding  earmarked  for  construction  of  a 
new  campus  would  be  used  to  “invest”  in 
the  present  location. 

According  to  Bill  Hicks,  college 
spokesman,  300  acres  of  land  in  south¬ 
western  Fort  Worth  were  acquired  three 
years  ago  by  the  college  for  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  moving.  (About  half  of  the  land  was 
donated;  the  other  was  purchased  by  the 
school.) 

However,  during  recent  months  school 
officials  and  members  of  the  board  of 
trustees  began  to  re-examine  the  decision 
to  move  and  opted  to  keep  the  school  in 
the  east  Fort  Worth  location  where  it  has 
been  since  1891. 

Mr.  Hicks  said  reasons  for  the  trustees’ 
decision  to  remain  at  the  present  loca¬ 
tion  included  a  demographic  study  indi¬ 
cating  that  the  college’s  present  location 
would  soon  be  the  center  of  growth  in  that 
particular  region  of  Texas. 

Funding  previously  designated  for  the 
move  will  now  be  used  in  such  areas  as 
student  scholarships,  faculty  develop¬ 
ment  and  library  and  laboratory  im¬ 
provements,  Mr.  Hicks  said 


The  decision  to  keep  Texas  Wesleyan 
College  at  its  present  location  is  the  lat¬ 
est  of  several  recent  announcements 
suggesting  new  direction  and  stability 
for  the  institution  that  has  experienced 
difficult  moments  in  recent  months. 

In  the  spring  of  last  year,  the  United 
Methodist  University  Senate,  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  national  agency  that  reviews 
relations  between  United  Methodism  and 
its  schools,  placed  TWC  on  probation.  At 
the  time  the  school  had  a  reported  $11 
million  indebtedness  and  was  running 
annual  deficits  despite  several  staff  and 
program  cutbacks.  Shortly  after  the  pro¬ 
bation  was  imposed,  the  TWC  president, 
Dr.  Jon  Fleming,  resigned.  Dr.  Jerry 
Bawcom  was  named  interim  president. 

In  January  TWC  officials  announced 
that  the  University  Senate  had  removed 
the  probation,  14  months  ahead  of  sched¬ 
ule.  At  that  time  Dr.  Bawcom  announced 
that  the  school  had  reached  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  a  consortium  of  Fort  Worth 
banks  to  pay  off  the  school’s  deficit  with¬ 
in  l  to  24  months.  Last  month,  school 
officials  announced  that  Dr.  Bawcom  had 
been  named  the  college's  14th  president. 
On  that  same  occasion  Bishop  John  Rus¬ 
sell  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area,  the 
school’s  trustees’  chairman,  said  the 
school  would  begin  its  next  fiscal  year  on 
June  1  with  a  balanced  budget. 


CLASSIFIED 


COUPLE.  WIFE— D.C.E./ HUSBAND— M.DIV, 

sharing  sojourners  perspective  seek  team  ministry 
In  campus  church  or  non-traditional  setting.  Send 
resume  to:  Dept.  E.,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275. 


4.300-MEMBER  CHURCH  IN  ORLANDO.  FL. 
seeks  a  United  Methodist  minister  of  visitation 
(preferably  retired  from  conference  relations). 
Send  resume  and  picture  to  Dr  Jimmy  Jones, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  142  E.  Jackson  St.. 
Orlando.  FL  32801. 


MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  position  available 
for  retired  minister  in  a  growing  church.  Ideal 
area  for  retirement  living.  Contact  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Venice.  FL.  (813)  493-7504. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Montgomery. 
AL.  New  position.  2,500  members.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  6150,  Montgomery,  AL  36194 


WALTER  G.  MUELDER  PROFESSORSHIP  in  So¬ 
cial  Ethics— Appointment  to  begin  September  1985 
(or  1986).  Associate  or  full  professorship.  We  seek 
applications  and  nominations  of  candidates  with  a 
significant  reputation  in  the  field,  a  record  of  effec¬ 
tive  teaching  and  a  commitment  to  the  preparation 
of  candidates  for  the  Christian  ministry,  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  strong  Ph  D.  program  and  to 
research  and  publication.  Contact:  Associate  Dean, 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology,  745  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.,  Boston.  MA  02215.  We  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  strong  affirmative  action  program 


MORRISON  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH. 
Central  Florida,  1.900  members,  community  of 
50.000  seeks  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Full¬ 
time,  year-round  basis  working  with  junior  and 
senior  high  students.  Bachelor's  degree  required. 
Experience  preferred  Job  description  available 
Send  resume:  Search  Committee.  1005  W  Main  St. . 
Leesburg.  FL  32748.  (904)  787-3786 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/ YOUNG  ADULT  Mims 
tries  needed  in  suburban  Memphis  church  with 
2,000  membership.  Candidates  should  have  strong 
personal  commitment  to  Christ,  possess  under¬ 
graduate  degree  in  related  field  and  have  1-3 
years  experience  working  with  youth  or  young 
adults  Position  immediately  available.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume  to  Bartlett  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  (Attn:  David  Lanthier),  5676  Stage  Rd.. 
Bartlett.  TN  38134.  ' 


DCE-750  MEMBER  CHURCH.  Start  July  1.  Con¬ 
tact  Pastor.  Chapelwood  UMC,  Box  69,  Lake  Jack- 
son.  TX  77566 


EDUCATION  MINISTRY:  NEEDED,  a  full-time 
person  in  Christian  education  with  an  emphasis  on 
youth  ministry  for  a  900-member  suburban  church 
in  Memphis,  TN.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church.  4609 
Knight  Arnold  Rd..  Memphis.  TN  38118 


IF  YOU  ARE  INTERESTED  in  an  exciting  minis¬ 
try  to  youth  with  additional  responsibilities  in 
Christian  education,  contact  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Dayton,  TX,  Box  505,  zip 
77535.  Phone  (409)  258-2206  or  258-5558  Salary 
negotiable.  Resumes  desired 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING:  MINISTER  or  Director 
of  Christian  Education  for  2.000-member,  multi¬ 
ple-staff  church  in  university  town.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Fringe  benefits  and  continuing  education 
allowance.  Send  inquiries  to  Dr.  Bill  McKoy,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  1109,  Athens, 
GA  30603 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  DIVINITY  SCHOOL  seeks 
an  ordained  United  Methodist  minister  to  serve  as 
staff  associate  in  admissions  and  field  education 
Experience  in  pastoral  ministry  and  willingness  to 
travel  are  required.  Interested  persons  should  send 
a  full  vita  to  the  Rev  Maurice  Ritchie.  Assistant 
Dean  for  Field  Education  and  Student  Services, 
The  Divinity  School,  Duke  University,  Durham,  NC 
27706.  Duke  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity, 
Affirmative  Action  Employer 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  -  WESLEY  FOUNDA¬ 
TION  director,  San  Diego  State  University.  Deadline 
May  3,  1985.  Send  resume  and  list  of  references  to: 
Rev.  Jan  Ritzau,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
4690  Palm  Avenue,  Lamesa,  California  92041,  (619) 
466-4163. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  GROWING  CHURCH  o 
1,400,  located  in  southwest  Missouri.  Please  sen( 
resume  to  Rev.  Frank  Jones,  King's  Way  Uniter 
Methodist  Church,  2400  Fritts  Lane,  Springfield 
MO  65804  K  6 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  be¬ 
ginning  summer  ‘85.  600-member  church.  Estab¬ 
lished  programs  for  all  ages.  Must  work  well  with 
volunteers.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Write 
for  job  description  and  application:  First  UMC. 
400  East  St.  South.  Talladega.  AL  35160. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  ORGANIST  and/or  choir 
director.  To  develop  a  creative  music  ministry  at 
First  United  Metnodist  Church.  Crystal  Lake 
(1,100  members).  Northwest  Chicago  suburb.  Ca- 
savant  tracker  organ,  installed  1980.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to  Music  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  236  W.  Crystal  Lake 
Ave  .  Crystal  Lake,  IL  60014 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion,  with  special  skills  and  interest  in  youth  min¬ 
istry,  needed  for  650  member  congregation  near 
the  growing  edge  of  Houston,  TX.  Experience  in 
youth  ministry  desirable  Resume  needed.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  505,  Dayton.  TX  77535.  Phone  (409) 
258-3206  or  (409)  258-5558 


ORGANIST,  PART-TIME  POSITION  OPEN.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable.  17  rank  Moller  organ.  Call  Melanie 
Jacobson,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Modes¬ 
to.  CA.  (209)  522-9046 


ASBURY  METHODIST  VILLAGE  is  seeking  a 
qualified  Clinical  Pastoral  Education  Supervisor 
to  fill  the  position  of  Chaplain  Educator  This  per¬ 
son  would  serve  in  the  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care  in  a  retirement  community  of  1,000  resi¬ 
dents.  The  position  has  been  created  to  share  the 
chaplaincy  responsibilities  and  to  direct  the  CPE 
and  training  programs  under  the  direction  of  the 
existing  chaplain  administrator.  A  United  Method¬ 
ist  is  preferred,  and  there  are  an  excellent  salary, 
benefits  and  housing  allowance  plan.  Resumes  will 
be  accepted  from  those  who  are  acting  supervisors 
or  full  supervisors,  and  the  target  date  to  start  is 
the  fall  of  1985.  Please  send  your  resume  as  soon 
as  possible  to  Chaplain  Julian  A.  Tavenner,  Asbury 
Methodist  Village.  211  Russell  Ave.,  Gaithersburg, 
MD  20877 


EXPERIENCED  PASTOR,  NATIVE  SPANISH- 
speaking,  bi-lingual  preaching,  teaching,  music 
and  organizational  skills  seeks  ministry  with  His- 
panie-American  church  or  community.  Excellent 
references.  Gonzalez.  Casilla  4829,  Quito,  Ecua¬ 


dor 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR 
of  Student  Ministries.  Job  responsibilities:  Will  in¬ 
clude  work  with  junior  high,  senior  high  and  col¬ 
lege-age  persons  (focus:  junior  high).  Salary 
negotiable.  Position  available  May  1985.  Respond 
immediately  if  interested  to  Chuck  Wilson,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX 
76710  (817)  772-5630 


NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM:  Growing  With 
Today's  Children.  '  From  Family  Education  En¬ 
terprises,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690 
Palm  Ave  .  La  Mesa.  CA  92041  $10  text  and  guide. 


VISITING  ENGLAND?  CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  in¬ 
vites  guests.  Robin  Hood  country,  Nottingham¬ 
shire.  We  will  meet  you  at  airport,  help  you 
overcome  jet-lag,  entertain  you  in  our  comfortable 
home  and  help  you  make  personal  arrangements 
for  your  visit  E.g.  Bed  and  Breakfast  for  8 
pounds.  Details:  Ken  Hawkins,  12  Cambourne  Gar¬ 
dens.  Ravenshead.  Nottingham.  England. 


JORDAN.  ISRAEL.  GREEK  ISLES.  Come  with  us 
Oct.  8.  1985.  For  brochure  contact:  Dr.  Ed  Hamil¬ 
ton,  6612  Esther  NE,  Albuquerque.  NM  87109 
Phone  (505)  822-8965. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Must 
be  able  to  work  with  volunteers  and  coordinate 
their  work,  have  good  skills  in  teaching  with  an 
emphasis  on  Christian  education  and  must.be  able 
to  work  with  youth.  Salary  package  $20,000  to 
$24,000  with  parsonage.  Persons  interested  should 
send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  804 
N.  Jefferson,  Junction  City,  KS  66441  by  April  25. 
1985 
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Sports ,  religion  links  explored 

Observers  agree  it  makes  for  good  sports,  but  unsure  about  effect 


From  Religious  News  Service 

For  half  of  the  major  league  baseball 
players,  the  new  season  underway  is  also 
a  new  religious  season.  Before  Sunday 
games,  some  300  players  —  on  all  26 
ball  clubs  —  meet  for  worship  services 
in  what  they  call  “baseball  chapels," 
sometimes  praying  for  victory. 

The  weekly  baseball  services,  supple¬ 
mented  by  many  big  league  Bible  study 
programs,  illustrate  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  sports  and  religion  that  has  be¬ 
come  more  visible  in  recent  years. 

One  often-quoted  comment  is  noted 
writer  Michael  Novak’s  thesis  that 
sports  are  ‘‘natural  religions,”  with  base¬ 
ball,  football  and  basketball  a  kind  of 
‘‘holy  trinity.” 

For  many  players,  this  attention  to 
religion  makes  for  good  sports,  but  the 
question  being  raised  more  often  now  is 
whether,  and  under  what  circumstances, 
it  makes  for  good  religion. 

On  the  one  hand,  some  say  that  win¬ 
ning  is,  in  reality,  the  American  religion 
and  that  its  form  of  worship  is  taught  in 


the  sports  arena.  Others,  with  a  slightly 
different  view,  see  the  games  as  the  pur¬ 
est  form  of  religion  because  they  pro¬ 
mote  brotherhood  and  a  sense  of 
common  human  worth.  Still  others,  how¬ 
ever,  see  the  connection  as  sometimes 
reducing  religion  to  a  form  of  competi¬ 
tion  and  as  distorting  religious  values. 

Whatever  the  actual  connection  be¬ 
tween  religion  and  sports,  it  is  magnified 
far  beyond  the  relation  of  religion  to  any 
other  profession  because  of  the  promi¬ 
nence  of  sports  in  today’s  society. 

Some  links  highly  visible 

Some  forms  of  the  connection  are 
highly  visible: 

—  As  60,000  fans  stand  in  the  Orange 
Bowl,  a  clergyman  strides  to  the  micro¬ 
phone  in  the  east  end  zone  and  voices  a 
prayer  before  the  singing  of  the  national 
anthem  at  each  Miami  Dolphins  home 
football  game.  The  same  ritual  is  ob¬ 
served  before  the  annual  collegiate  Or¬ 
ange  Bowl  classic. 

—  On  successive  nights  during  the  re- 


DALLAS — Because  of  his  “outstanding  Christian  witness,  especially  to  the 
youth  of  America,  and  his  faithful  support  of  the  Bible  cause,”  Tom  Landry, 
head  coach  of  the  Dallas  Cowboys  football  team,  was  elected  an  honorary 
life  member  of  the  American  Bible  Society  at  the  society’s  recent  annual 
meeting  here.  With  the  United  Methodist  layman  in  his  office  is  the  Rev. 

Mary  Louise  Rowand,  a  Disciples  of  Christ  minister  from  Dallas  and  a 
member  of  the  Bible  society’s  board.  A  national  television  commercial 
which  Coach  Landry  made  for  the  society  is  cited  as  one  illustration  of  the 
current  links  between  religion  and  sports  (see  related  story). 
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Book  Review 

Christian  mysticism  explained 


cent  Billy  Graham  crusade  in  Lockhart 
Stadium  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  Dol¬ 
phins  safety  Glenn  Blackhood  and  Flori¬ 
da  State  University  head  football  coach 
Bobby  Bohden  gave  testimony  to  their 
faith. 

—  Before  Alice  Brown  sped  down  the 
track  to  an  Olympic  gold  medal  in  the 
100-meter  dash  before  100,000  specta¬ 
tors  in  the  Los  Angeles  Coliseum  last 
summer,  she  gathered  with  her  coach 
and  teammates  for  Bible  study  and 
prayer  in  the  coach’s  room. 

—  To  promote  the  sale  of  a  new  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible,  Dallas  Cowboys  coach 
Tom  Landry  appeared  in  national  televi¬ 
sion  commercials  last  fall. 

—  Before  and  after  every  basketball 
game  at  Florida’s  Palm  Beach  Gardens 
High  School  this  season,  Coach  Duffy 
Westmoreland  led  his  team  in  the  Lord’s 
Prayer. 

It  was  such  a  practice  by  football,  wres¬ 
tling  and  soccer  coaches  that  prompted  a 
complaint  last  May  by  Saudi  Acosta,  a 
reporter  for  the  student  newspaper  at 
Coral  Gables  High  School  in  Florida. 
In  response,  Dade  School  Superintendent 
Leonard  Britton  issued  a  ban  on  team 
prayers  before  high  school  games,  a  pro¬ 
hibition  he  reiterated  last  month. 

A  similar  stand  already  had  been  tak¬ 
en  by  another  superintendent  in  Palm 
Beach.  But  like  the  ban  in  Dade,  the 
edict  frequently  is  ignored  because  it  is 
difficult  to  overcome  a  connection  be¬ 
tween  sports  and  religion  that,  notes  Dr. 
Paul  Weiss,  a  Jewish  professor  of  theol¬ 
ogy  at  Catholic  University  of  America, 
goes  back  at  least  to  biblical  times.  Dr. 
Weiss  pointed  out  that  the  Hebrew  and 
Christian  scriptures  use  sports  in  the  ex¬ 
amples  of  Jacob  wrestling  with  the  an¬ 
gels  and  St.  Paul  telling  the  Corinthians 
that  developing  the  spiritual  life  is  like 
training  to  run  a  race. 

Intrusion  or  offering 

Other  theologians  view  the  sports-reli¬ 
gion  connection  in  ways  that  range  from 
“an  arrogant  intrusion  on  divine  provi¬ 
dence”  to  “a  majestic  spectacle”  in 
which  God-given  talents  are  displayed 
“as  an  offering  before  the  Lord.”  Some 
place  it  at  the  level  of  superstition. 

Prayers  for  victory  distort  God’s  role, 
says  Dr.  Tex  Sample,  professor  of 
church  and  society  at  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  who  has 
written  about  the  relationship  between 
religion  and  sports.  And  that  whole  con¬ 
cept  has  led  Americans  to  "the  un¬ 
healthy  notion  that  what  life  is  all  about 
is  to  get  to  the  top. 

“If  we  try  to  take  the  winner  mental¬ 
ity  and  turn  it  into  the  basic  concern  of 
our  lives,  we  have  diminished  ourselves 
in  a  way  that  is  destructive  to  the  best 
within  us,”  believes  the  50-year-old 
scholar  who  is  playing  in  his  40th  season 
of  organized  softball  and  baseball. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Rev.  James 
Schall,  a  Jesuit  professor  of  philosophy 


“Christian  Mysticism  Today,”  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnston;  Harper  &  Row.  1984.  203 
pages.  $12.95  clothbound. 

By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 

To  some,  the  word  “mysticism”  may 
suggest  incantations,  trances,  the  occult. 
But  when  William  Johnston,  an  Irish  Je¬ 
suit  and  former  professor  of  religious 
studies  at  Tokyo's  Sophia  University, 
writes  of  mysticism  he  is  describing  the 
“journey  into  the  depths  of  one’s  being,  a 
journey  to  the  true  self  and  through  true 
self  of  God,  Who  is  the  center.” 

A  student  of  Christian  mysticism  and  its 
Buddhist  counterpart,  Father  Johnston 
spent  considerable  time  in  the  Sinai  desert 
where  solitude,  contemplation  and  the  en¬ 
vironment  help  to  create  religious  experi¬ 


ence.  That  is  why  Jesus  went  to  lonely 
places  to  pray,  and  John  the  Baptist  com¬ 
muned  with  God  iii  the  desert. 

But  for  modern  Christians,  Father 
Johnston  points  out,  the  desert  exists 
wherever  one  prays  and  listens  to  the 
word  of  God  . . .  “in  the  inner  city  or 
prison  or  in  hospital  or  in  the  plain  suf¬ 
ferings  of  an  ordinary  life.”  This  is  not 
escape  but  a  necessary  prelude  to  Chris¬ 
tian  action. 

Father  Johnston  identifies  three 
sources  of  Christian  mysticism:  in  the 
word  of  God  found  in  Scripture,  in  the 
sacraments— especially  the  Holy  Com¬ 
munion— and  in  the  community  called 
the  church.  All  three  help  us  to  receive 
God’s  love  and  then  return  it  not  only  to 
God  but  to  all  people. 


Study  finds  wife  abuse 
exists  among  evangelicals 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Pastors  of  evan¬ 
gelical  Christian  churches  need  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  wife  abuse  takes  place 
in  their  congregations,  says  an  evan¬ 
gelical  Christian  counselor  who  has 
done  a  national  study  on  the  subject. 

“I  daresay  it  is  in  every  church  rep¬ 
resented  here,”  James  Alsdurf  told  a 
meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Ministers’ 
Fellowship,  an  affiliate  of  the  Greater 
Minneapolis  Association  of  Evangeli¬ 
cals.  The  meeting  was  held  in  suburban 
St.  Louis  Park  Evangelical  Free 
Church. 

Mr.  Alsdurf  was  reared  in  the  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  but  now  belongs  to 
Hope  Presbyterian  Church  in  suburban 
Richfield.  He  made  his  study  for  a  doc¬ 
torate  he  will  obtain  in  June  from 
Fuller  Graduate  School  of  Psychology 
in  Pasadena,  Calif.  He  is  a  psychology 
intern  in  three  clinics  in  the  Minneapo- 
lis-St.  Paul  area. 

In  an  interview,  Mr.  Alsdurf  said  he 
sent  questionnaires  to  5,700  U.S.  and 
Canadian  clergy  —most  of  them  con¬ 
servative  evangelicals  —  and  80  wom¬ 
en.  His  thesis  is  based  on  an  analysis  of 
responses  submitted  by  5  percent  of  the 
total.  He  also  interviewed  40  Christian 
women. 

Mr.  Alsdurf’s  study  found  that  some 
pastors  tend  to  link  a  husband's  vio¬ 
lence  to  the  wife’s  failure  to  be  submis¬ 


sive  in  marriage.  This  was  especially 
true  of  those  clergy  who  have  little 
regard  for  women’s  rights  and  who  dis¬ 
count  reports  of  violence. 

The  study  also  found  that  a  majority 
of  pastors  surveyed  were  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  marriage  in  which  some  vio¬ 
lence  is  present,  even  though  "it  is  not 
God’s  perfect  will.”  They  are  more 
willing  to  accept  that  than  to  advise  a 
separation  which  might  end  in  divorce, 
he  said. 

Another  finding  of  his  study,  Mr.  Als¬ 
durf  said,  is  that  most  pastors  faced 
with  the  moral  decision  of  having  to 
choose  between  a  violent  marriage  or 
marital  separation  to  end  the  violence 
support  separation. 

“They  are  willing  to  support  a  wom¬ 
an’s  leaving  a  violent  situation,  partic¬ 
ularly  if  the  violence  is  extreme,”  he 
said. 

“Only  six  pastors  said  they  would 
encourage  the  wife  to  divorce  the  abu¬ 
sive  husband.  Pastors  find  themselves 
in  a  situation  where  they  have  to,  at 
some  point  in  time,  decide  between  the 
sanctity  of  the  victim’s  personhood  or 
their  concept  of  Christian  marriage. 
They  are  finding  it  very  difficult  to 
balance  both  of  those.  At  some  point 
they  have  to  decide  between  that  wom¬ 
an’s  life  and  safety  over  and  against  a 
kind  of  view  of  marriage  that  almost 
becomes  law.” 


Fidelity  to  the  covenant  of  love  should 
lead  to  five  forms  of  conversion:  conver¬ 
sion  to  peace,  to  the  poor,  to  those  who 
do  not  share  our  religious  convictions,  to 
women  and  feminine  values,  and  to  our 
contemporary  world. 

“We  all  say  we  want  peace,”  points 
out  Father  Johnston,  “but  if  we  are  serious 
we  must  make  the  sacrifices  so  that  fewer 
people  die  of  hunger,  live  in  subhuman 
conditions,  have  their  human  dignity 
trampled  into  the  ground.” 

We  face  the  alternative  of  destroying 
ourselves  in  nuclear  holocaust  or  ad¬ 
vancing  the  new  stage  in  evolution,  Fa¬ 
ther  Johnston  says.  By  reading  the 
gospel  from  our  new  historical  perspec¬ 
tive  we  can  avoid  the  mistake  of  many 
committed  Christians  who  continue  to 
“live  in  a  world  that  no  longer  exists  and 
to  operate  through  structures  that  have 
long  since  died.” 

Citing  many  statements  in  the  Second 
Vatican  Council  of  1963-65,  Father  John¬ 
ston  appeals  for  ecumenism  and  love  for 
all  humankind— not  just  Christians  but 
Jews,  Moslems,  Hindus,  Buddhists.  Dis¬ 
cussing  the  bloodshed  in  his  native  Ire¬ 
land,  he  deplores  partisan  leaders  who 
confuse  patriotism  with  holiness  and 
claim  that  Jesus  was  born  to  liberate 
Ireland  from  British  oppression. 

The  answer  must  be  found  in  the 
transforming  power  of  the  Gospel 
through  loving  the  poor,  renouncing  vio¬ 
lence,  and  practicing  ecumenism. 

The  author  affirms  women  and  femi¬ 
nine  values  by  citing  Mary’s  role  as  “the 
second  Eve”  who,  with  Jesus  the  "second 
Adam,"  brought  life  and  hope  to  the 
world.  Today  without  a  balance  between 
the  masculine  and  the  feminine— the  yin 
and  yang  of  Chinese  philosophy— our  re¬ 
ligious  lives  become  stunted.  Mary  can 
play  a  role  that  Jesus  cannot  play. 

Contrasting  the  path  of  Satan  with  the 
path  of  Jesus,  Johnston  observes  that 
“when,  in  a  given  society,  a  significant 
number  of  people  are  totally  committed 
to  economic  progress,  when  they  are 
willing  to  sell  arms  to  all  and  sundry  for 
money,  when  they  are  then  committed  to 
their  own  and  their  country’s  affluence 
and  prestige— then  they  forget  God  or 
put  themselves  in  the  place  of  God.” 

This  reviewer  salutes  Father  Johnston 
for  not  making  Christian  mysticism  an 
end  in  itself  but  instead  a  means  toward 
"Thy  will  being  done  on  earth,  as  in 
Heaven.” 

Mr.  Conners  is  an  author  and  lay  theo¬ 
logian  whose  latest  booh  is  "Lord,  Have 
You  Got  a  Minute?” 


at  Georgetown  University  who  also  has 
written  on  the  sports-religion  connec¬ 
tion,  sees  nothing  wrong  with  praying  for 
victory  as  long  as  “it  is  not  to  be 
achieved  at  all  costs,  but  at  the  cost  of 
playing  as  we  should  play.”  Such  a  pray¬ 
er  is  not  arbitrary  but  conveys  a  “sense 
of  mission.” 

He  says  he  stands  in  the  tradition  of 
Aristotle  and  Plato  who  held  that,  aside 
from  philosophy  and  contemplation, 
“sport  is  the  closest  thing  to  pure  reli¬ 
gion  because  it  is  done  for  its  own  sake.” 

But  there  is  danger  that  religious  ritu¬ 
als  such  as  prayer  connected  with  sport 
might  lose  whatever  spiritual  implica¬ 
tion  they  are  intended  to  have,  warns  the 
Rev.  Charles  Curran,  professor  of  philos¬ 
ophy  at  Catholic  University. 

Danger  of  superstition 

“Any  religious  person  would  want  to 
say  that  whatever  we  do.  whether  it  is  in 
sports  or  anything  else,  should  be 
prompted  by  religious  motives.  We  want 
faith  to  have  something  to  do  with  our 
daily  lives.”  he  said. 

"But  I  think  it  is  a  little  too  trivial  to 
bring  God  into  whether  we  win  a  sports 
contest.  I  think  there  is  an  obvious  dan¬ 
ger  of  superstition  connected  with  it." 

"I’m  not  sure  that  religion  comes  into 
play  in  any  different  way  in  sports  than 
it  does  in  any  other  profession,”  ob¬ 
served  John  Wooden,  the  legendary  for¬ 
mer  coach  of  the  UCLA  basketball 
teams  that  won  a  record  number  of 
NCAA  titles. 

“I  think  it  is  significant  in  sports  be¬ 
cause  the  profession  is  in  the  public  eye,” 
said  Mr.  Wooden,  who  feels  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  that  “good  qualities  such  as  religion, 
in  sports  figures  looked  up  to  by  young¬ 
sters  in  their  formative  years,  be  publi¬ 
cized.” 

"I  never  tried  to  lead  players  into  any 
particular  religion.  Before  each  season,  I 
told  them  I  didn’t  care  what  religion 
they  had,  but  that  I  hoped  they  all  had 
one  because  we  all  need  one.” 

Dear  Deborah 

How  can  I 
be  honest? 

Dear  Deborah. 

I  have  a  friend  who  lives  in  extreme 
poverty.  I  have  helped  this  family  for 
several  years.  This  past  year  I  began  to 
feel  badly  about  helping  because  I  felt  I 
was  fostering  a  dependency  rather  than 
helping  this  person  get  on  a  new  path. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  tell  this  friend 
directly  how  I  feel.  She  has  turned  to  new 
people  to  get  help  and  is  being  treated 
abusively  and  disrespectfully  by  them. 

She  has  gone  to  live  with  them.  Last 
week  they  accidentally  singed  her  cat 
with  a  cigarette  lighter.  She  calls  me  to 
lament.  I  want  to  tell  her  to  take  care  of 
herself  instead  of  continuing  to  be  vic¬ 
timized.  Instead  I  just  listen  to  her  and 
say  little. 

Should  I  be  honest  with  her?  Won’t 
that  just  hurt  her?  Should  I  pick  up  pay¬ 
ing  the  bills  again?  At  what  point  do 
Christ’s  words,  “As  you  have  done  it  unto 
the  least  of  these”  fit  in?  Help! 

A  Friend 

Dear  Friend: 

You  are  asking  a  very  difficult  ques¬ 
tion,  one  that  Christians  and  others 
have  been  trying  to  answer  for  years. 

The  time  for  truth  telling  seems  to 
have  come,  and  I  trust  your  friendship 
is  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  pain 
invo.ved.  You  are  not  doing  this  friend 
a  favor  by  continuing  her  in  a  depen¬ 
dent  relationship,  and  you  are  right  to 
be  aware  of  this.  How  to  change  things? 

Does  your  friend  need  counseling 
help  that  you  cannot  give  her  because 
you  are  too  emotionally  involved  with 
her?  Perhaps  she  does.  You  could  help 
her  get  guidance  from  another  person. 

If  she  is  strong  enough  to  get  work 
and  keep  it  or  to  train  for  some  new 
kind  of  work,  first  spend  some  time  get¬ 
ting  acquainted  with  the  resources  in 
your  community  for  helping  people  get 
on  their  own  feet. 

Speak  to  your  friend  about  her  future 
and  your  deep  concern  for  her.  People 
don't  singe  cats  with  cigarette  lighters 
by  accident  —  maybe  accidentally  on 
purpose.  This  illustrates  the  kind  of  per¬ 
il  in  which  she  is  putting  herself  by  her 
dependence  upon  others’  generosity. 
Perhaps  this  experience  will  help  you  to 
open  her  eyes. 

In  following  Christ’s  admonition  to 
“do  unto  the  least,”  we  are  certainly 
not  to  help  continue  their  “ leastness ” 
by  fostering  dependence  and  inaction. 
We  are  called  to  be  whole  persons  and 
to  seek  to  help  others  to  be  the  whole, 
self-confident  persons  God  intends 
for  each  of  his  children. 

None  of  this  will  be  easy.  None  of  it 
may  work.  But  do  seek  help  for  YOUR¬ 
SELF  in  dealing  with  this  problem.  Your 
friend  may  be  hurt  by  this  approach 
and  may  well  lash  out  at  you  in  her 
frustration.  Always  seek  God's  counsel 
through  prayer.  When  we  hold  another 
person  in  prayer  before  God  it  is  much 
more  difficult  for  us  to  make  our  hu¬ 
man  mistakes ! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL"  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Stamps  honor  Methodist  Church 
NORFOLK  ISLAND — To  commemorate  the  100th  anniversar)  of  thfr 
Methodist  Church  on  Norfolk  Island,  an  island  in  the  south  Pacific,  postaj. 
authorities  in  the  tiny  Australian  colony  issued  five  stamps  depicting  various 
stages  of  the  church's  development.  Three  are  shown.  Officials  here  say  the 
Methodist  Church  was  begun  following  a  visit  here  by  two  American  Metfa£ 
odists,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H.  Phelps,  depicted  in  the  stamp  on  the  right.  Fac* 
value  of  the  five  stamps  is  about  $1.72  U.S.  To  order  a  set  write:  Philatelic 
Bureau  Manager,  Norfolk  Island  2899,  South  Pacific. 


Relief  expert  convinced 
Ethiopia  church  aid  vital 


From  Lutheran  World  Information 

GENEVA  —  The  massive  aid  being 
sent  by  church  organizations  to  drought- 
afflicted  Ethiopia  is  “making  a  clear  dif¬ 
ference,"  Hans-Otto  Hahn,  director  of 
the  West  German  aid  agency  Brot  fur  die 
Welt  (Bread  for  the  World),  said  in  an 
interview  here  following  a  recent  trip  to 
Ethiopia. 

“I  spent  a  week  talking  with  officials 
from  the  government  and  from  the  non¬ 
governmental  aid  agencies,  as  well  as 
visiting  field  programs  trying  to  find  out 
how  well  the  aid  was  getting  through,” 
Mr.  Hahn  said.  “The  international  help 
does  reach  the  starving  people.  The 
death  rate  has  decreased.” 

Mr.  Hahn  said  he  saw  no  evidence  that 
the  government  was  hampering  aid  op¬ 
erations  or  that  the  material  was  being 
sold  at  market.  He  said  in  one  case  he 
heard  of  the  government  confiscating  a 
shipment  labeled  to  go  to  the  Eritrean 
relief  operation  that  was  off-loaded  by 
mistake  in  the  wrong  port.  Since  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  fighting  a  war  against  sepa¬ 
ratist  guerrillas  in  Eritrea,  it  viewed  the 
material  as  helping  rebels.  But  the  aid 
was  permitted  to  go  to  other  food  pro¬ 
grams  in  Ethiopia. 

He  said  the  appearance  of  some  aid- 
goods  sold  on  the  open  market  may  actu¬ 
ally  be  a  positive  thing.  “I  saw  a  number 
of  people  using  grain  or  oil  they  received 
from  aid  agencies  to  barter  for  other 
necessities,”  he  said. 

He  also  said  the  government  some¬ 
times  sells  10  percent  of  the  food  to  raise 
money  for  transportation.  “This  is  a  di¬ 
rect  result  of  giving  food  without  provid¬ 
ing  for  transportation,” he  said. “I  think 
it  is  a  reasonable  solution  to  that  problem, 
since  the  food  does  no  good  unless  it  is 
taken  to  where  the  people  are.” 


Mr.  Hahn  said  he  is  still  critical  of  the 
government’s  program  to  relocate  pei% 
sons  from  the  drought-stricken  areas  ol 
the  North  to  the  fertile  areas  of  the; 
South.  The  Ethiopian  government  has 
moved  thousands  of  people  out  of  regions 
which  it  says  have  been  destroyed  by  an 
ecological  crisis  and  where  they  would 
be  without  water  or  crops  for  at  least 
another  year. 

Though  what  the  government  says  is 
basically  true,  Mr.  Hahn  said  aid  offi¬ 
cials  he  talked  to  also  noted  that  the 
program  was  not  voluntary.  People  have 
sometimes  been  forced  into  trucks  or 
planes,  and  families  have  been  separat¬ 
ed.  The  government  showed  preference 
for  persons  19-35  who  have  agricultural 
skills.  Old  people,  children  and  the 
handicapped  were  left  behind.  He  also 
said  that  when  the  relocated  persons  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  South  there  was  no  place  for 
them  to  stay. 

Because  of  these  factors,  he  said,  most 
people  he  talked  with  felt  church  agen¬ 
cies  should  not  take  part  in  these  opera* 
tions.  Mr.  Hahn  said  that  even  in 
stricken  areas  there  are  areas  that  the 
drought  has  not  affected;  some  even 
have  surplus  grains. 

He  said  removing  people  from  the 
mountainous  region  with  its  cooler  cli¬ 
mate  to  the  hot  lowland  has  not  worked 
out  very  well.  And  he  noted  that  many  ef 
the  resettled  persons  have  fled  into  thd 
Sudan:  “If  they  were  willing  to  take  the 
risk  of  taking  a  long  journey  to  an  un¬ 
known  country  that  must  mean  they  are 
doing  it  to  avoid  even  worse  suffering, 
he  said.  “So  Brot  fur  die  Welt  has  decid¬ 
ed  not  to  help  with  the  resettlement  pro¬ 
gram.  and  the  government  has  accepted 
this.  Other  organizations  do  continue  to 
help." 


Different  efforts  used 
in  fight  against  hunger 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  American  Christians 
should  not  be  discouraged  by  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  world  hunger  problem,  three 
relief  specialists  and  a  scholar  on  reli¬ 
gion  and  public  policy  said  at  a  forum 
here  sponsored  by  Christian  Herald  mag¬ 
azine. 

"Who  is  responsible  for  feeding  the 
hungry?”  was  the  theme  of  the  discus¬ 
sion,  the  second  in  a  series  sponsored  by 
the  evangelical  monthly. 

American  Christians  should  be  aware 
that  "their  simply  caring  and  their  pray¬ 
ing  is  terrifically  important,”  said  the 
Rev.  Richard  J.  Neuhaus,  director  of  the 
Center  on  Religion  and  Society  in  New 
York.  In  recent  years,  he  said,  the 
churches  have  made  a  "great  mistake” 
by  minimizing  the  role  of  charity, 
"which  is,  after  all,  simply  another  role 
for  love,”  Mr.  Neuhaus  said. 

He  advised  that  “we  need  not  be  para¬ 
lyzed  in  the  face  of  the  tremendous  pro¬ 
portions  of  world  hunger,”  and  stressed 
that  in  the  Christian  perspective,  “it  is 


faithfulness  that  counts,  and  not  effec: 
tiveness.”  ,i> 

There  are  some  notable  success  sto¬ 
ries  in  the  fight  against  hunger,  said  the 
Rev.  Boyd  Lowry,  executive  director  of 
CODEL  (Coordination  in  Development), 
a  New  York-based  consortium  of  42 
Catholic  and  Protestant  relief  and  devel¬ 
opment  agencies.  He  noted  that  India, 
which  was  once  a  famine-stricken  coun¬ 
try.  now  exports  food,  and  that  the  life 
expectancy  in  Asia  has  gone  from  30 
years  to  50  years  in  the  past  two  de¬ 
cades. 

‘‘To  me,”  said  Dr.  Larry  Ward, 
founder  and  president-emeritus  of  Food 
for  the  Hungry,  “it’s  never  a  cliche  to 
say.  They  die  one  at  a  time,  so  we  can 
help  them  one  at  a  time.’  ”  Dr.  Ward  said 
one  approach  his  agency,  based  in 
Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  takes  in  development 
work  is  to  try  to  “find  the  technology 
that  relates  to  people  where  they  are.” 

Mr.  Neuhaus  suggested  that  “direct 
linkages"  between  congregations  in  the 
U.S.  and  those  in  needy  countries  could 
make  relief  assistance  more  meaningful. 


History  of  Hymns 

Young  man  declared 
he  would  ‘trust,  obey’ 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

When  we  walk  with  the  Lord 
In  the  light  of  his  Word 
What  a  glory  he  sheds  on  our 
way! 

Let  us  do  his  good  will; 

He  abides  with  us  still. 

And  with  all  who  will  trust  and 
obey. 

The  evangelist  D.  L.  Moody  was 
conducting  a  series  of  meetings  in 
Brockton,  Mass.,  in  the  mid-1880s. 
Leading  the  music  in  these  meetings 
was  Daniel  B.  Towner,  who,  after  15 
years  as  a  church  music  director  in 
Methodist  churches,  entered  the  field 
of  evangelism. 

In  one  service  a  young  man  giving 
a  testimony  said,  "I  am  not  quite  sure 
—  but  I  am  going  to  trust,  and  I  am 
going  to  obey.” 

Impressed  by  this  forthright  state¬ 
ment,  Towner  wrote  down  the  sen¬ 
tence.  Later,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend. 
John  H.  Sammis,  a  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister,  he  related  the  incident  and  in¬ 
cluded  the  quoted  words  he  had 
written  down. 

After  reading  the  letter,  Sammis 


wrote  the  refrain  quickly. 

Trust  and  obey, 

For  there  is  no  other  way 
To  be  happy  in  Jesus. 

But  to  trust  and  obey. 

Then  he  wrote  the  four  stanzas. 

Towner  received  the  text  from 
Sammis  and  soon  composed  the  mu¬ 
sic  that  we  sing  with  these  words. 
Towner  included  the  hymn  in  a  col¬ 
lection  of  hymns  he  published  in  Chi-  , 
cago  in  1887. 

From  1893  until  his  death  in  1919,  J 
Towner  served  as  head  of  the  music  ., 
department  at  Moody  Bible  Institute  : 
in  Chicago.  In  this  strategic  position 
he  exerted  an  unusual  influence  on  \ 
church  music  throughout  the  Midwest  ; 
as  he  trained  evangelical  church  mu-  j 
sic  leaders  and  evangelistic  singers.  • 
He  was  awarded  the  doctor  of  music 
degree  by  the  American  Temperance  J 
University  in  1900. 

In  addition  to  his  teaching,  he  is  » 
credited  with  having  composed  more  ■ 
than  2,000  hymn  tunes.  He  was  asso-  * 
ciated  with  the  publication  of  14  col-  « 
lections  of  hymns. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name "  * 
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The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 


Children  are  well  educated  at  The  Methodist  Children's  Home 


Ministry  To  Abused  Children 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
continues  to  give  Christian  care  to 
abused  children.  This  year  we  had  289 
children  under  our  roof.  They  come  to  us 
very  frustrated.  They  have  been  burned, 
scalded,  beaten  and  sexually  abused. 
Many  of  them  think  it  is  their  own  fault 
that  they  have  been  so  badly  treated. 
They  are  frustrated  because  no  matter 
what  they  do,  their  abuse  continued.  So 
they  are  willing  to  settle  for  very  little. 
They  don’t  expect  to  be  loved  because 
they  don’t  think  of  themselves  as  being 
lovable.  Most  of  their  life  experiences 
have  told  them  that  they  are  not  lovable. 
They  are  angry  and  strike  out  blindly  at 
people  and  property.  Down  deep  they  are 
very  hurt  and  very  frightened. 

Can  you  imagine  being  such  a  child? 
There  are  many  such  children  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana. 

It  is  natural  for  us,  when  we  are  con¬ 
fronted  with  frustration,  to  fight  or  to 
run  away.  Most  of  the  children  here  have 
done  both  in  their  life.  It  gained  them 
little.  Their  situation  did  not  change. 

That  is,  until  they  were  brought  to  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  We  are 
an  emergency  shelter  for  abused,  aban¬ 
doned  and  neglected  children. 

The  majority  of  the  children  that 
come  to  The  Methodist  Home  each  year 
are  badly  neglected.  Neglected  children 
usually  are  not  severely  beaten  but  nei¬ 
ther  are  they  well  fed  and  clothed.  Chil¬ 
dren  die  from  neglect. 

The  second  largest  group  of  children 
are  those  who  have  been  physically 
abused.  They  have  been  beaten,  burned 
and  scalded.  Many  have  been  sexually 
used.  Many  of  them  have  suffered  for  a 
long  period  of  time  —  perhaps  most  of 
their  life.  Most  of  them  think  that  a  life 
of  abuse  is  normal  and  to  be  expected.  A 


few  that  have  siblings  that  are  not 
abused,  realize  how  badly  they  are  being 
treated. 

The  Methodist  Home  tries  to  give 
them  a  new  outlook  on  life.  We  provide 
them  love  and  security,  food,  clothing 
and  shelter  without  conditions.  We  have 
caring  people  to  look  after  them  twenty- 
four  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a  week.  We 
have  a  maximum  of  105  days  to  reach 
the  children  with  Christian  love.  That  is 
the  longest  period  a  child  can  stay  in  an 
emergency  shelter  such  as  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home. 

The  children  are  brought  here  when 
they  are  removed  from  the  abusive  situ¬ 
ation.  They  stay  here  while  their  home  is 
being  evaluated  and  decisions  are  being 
made  about  their  future. 

We  have  a  comfortable  and  attractive 
building  but  we  need  an  indoor  recrea¬ 
tion  area.  The  children  need  to  play  and 
to  run  off  some  of  the  hurt  that  is  in  their 
heart  that  they  have  no  other  way  of 
expressing.  They  do  express  their  frus¬ 
tration  in  breaking  furniture,  windows 
and  toys  and  in  fighting.  They  are  so 
frustrated  and  filled  with  anger  and  do 
not  know  what  to  attack,  so  they  attack 
whatever  is  close  to  them  at  the  time. 

If  you  have  questions  or  want  more 
information  about  The  Methodist  Home, 
please  write  or  call  me.  Or  better  still 
come  visit  The  Methodist  Home  and  see 
what  we  are  doing  for  abused  children. 

I  cannot  imagine  anything  that  would 
give  you  a  greater  satisfaction  than  giv¬ 
ing  to  this  cause.  The  Methodist  Home 
will  make  you  proud  to  be  a  Christian 
and  proud  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  for  providing  this 
ministry  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

Please  pray  that  we  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  lives  of  the  children  who 
come  to  us  for  care. 


GOOD  SAMARITAN  MINISTRIES 
OF  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  Ruston 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes 
Peoples  Community  Center 
Lafon  Home 


‘Suffer  The  Little  Children 


To  Come  Unto  Me.’ 


Mark  10:14 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
was  rechartered  in  1973  to  service 
abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  chil¬ 
dren.  This  ministry  of  The  Louisiana 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  reached  out  to  over  2000 
children  since  its  beginning.  The  Home 
provides  temporary  shelter  for  children 
between  2  and  14  years  of  age.  These 
children  come  from  every  walk  of  life 
and  everv  race  and  religion*  haok- 


ground.  The  Home  seeks  to  provide  a 
stable,  loving  environment  that  will 
show  the  love  of  God  in  the  "City  that 
Care  Forgot.” 

Present  plans  are  for  expansion  of  fa¬ 
cilities  to  include  an  indoor  recreation 
area.  This  expansion  is  needed  so  that 
the  children  may  have  a  place  to  play 
and  stretch  their  wings  during  inclement 
weather. 


The  Methodist  Children's  Home  of  New  Orleans. 


VHS  Tape  Includes 
The  Methodist  Home 


The  recently  completed  VHS  tape, 
"Louisiana  Methodists  In  Mission,”  in¬ 
cludes  a  detailed  interview  with  Rev. 
Conrad  Edwards  discussing  the  estab¬ 
lishment  and  operation  of  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans.  In  the  interview. 
Rev.  Edwards,  Superintendent  of  the 
Home,  explains  that  the  institution  was 
established  as  a  home  of  unwedded 
mothers  in  1886  by  Rev.  Clarence  Snell- 
ing.  The  program  grew  and  developed 
and  by  1973,  was  changed  to  a  shelter  for 
abused  children. 

Since  that  time,  over  2000  children 
have  been  cared  for  by  The  Methodist 
Home.  The  children  are  brought  to  the 
home  by  state  social  workers,  family 
shelters  and  police.  When  they  arrive  at 
the  home,  they  are  usually  abused  and 
abandoned,  frightened,  beaten  and 
hungry.  The  trained  professional  staff  at 
The  Methodist  Home  then  calms,  loves, 
bathes,  feeds  and  clothes  the  children. 
Rev.  Edwards  explains  that  the  major 
purpose  of  the  Methodist  Home  is,  "to 


make  children  feel  that  someone  loves 
them  and  cares  for  them  and  that  they 
have  a  home.”  The  Methodist  Home  is 
open  24  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a  week, 
and  accommodates  at  least  60  children 
at  a  time. 

A  full  time  staff  person  takes  care  of 
the  children’s  medical  needs.  Within 
72  hours  upon  arrival,  the  children 
are  given  a  complete  physical 
examination. 

The  State  of  Louisiana  provides  80% 
of  the  budget  for  the  Methodist  Home. 
The  remaining  20%  is  provided  by  The 
Methodists  of  Louisiana. 

In  the  tape  Rev.  Edwards  explains 
that  all  needs  for  the  home  are  provided: 
“Everything  I  need  for  the  children  I  am 
able  to  get.  I'm  convinced  that  God 
wants  these  children  to  be  lavished  with 
his  love.” 

"The  Louisiana  Methodists  In  Mission” 
VHS  tapes  are  available  through  all  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendents,  or  the  Conference 
Resource  Center  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Shown  above,  left  to  right,  Linda  Crum  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Offices 
interviews  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards,  Superintendent  of  The  Methodist  Childrens  Home, 
New  Orleans,  for  the  “Louisiana  Methodists  In  Mission”  VHS  tape. 


‘The  Bridge  Builder’ 


Methodists  Provide  Child  Abuse  Centers 


The  newspapers  reported  that  a  three 
year  old  child  died  from  abuse  this  year 
in  Louisiana. 

Everyone  said  that  someone  should  do 
something  about  child  abuse.  Well, 
someone  has  been  caring  for  abused  and 
needy  children  for  a  long  time  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.  We  have  three  institutions  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth:  The  Children’s  Home  at 
Ruston,  McDonnell  Center  at  Houma  and 
The  Methodist  Home  in  New  Orleans. 

These  Methodist  institutions  need  fi¬ 
nancial  support  from  the  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple  of  Louisiana  but  less  was  given  in 
1984  than  was  given  in  1979. 

The  newspapers  reported  the  death  of 
one  child  but  they  did  not  report  that  289 
children  were  taken  into  protective  cus¬ 
tody  and  were  cared  for  by  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home  of  New  Orleans  in  1984.  That 
was  47  more  children  than  Methodist 
Home  cared  for  the  year  before  but  the 
financial  support  from  Methodists  was 
$10,000  less  than  the  year  before. 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
currently  has  the  greatest  financial  need 


Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards 
it  has  ever  had.  If  you  have  ever  sent  a 
penny  to  The  Methodist  Home  we  need 
you  to  do  it  again.  It  is  time  for  the 
Methodists  of  Louisiana  to  support  their 
own  institutions. 

Please  send  your  check  today  to: 

The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans 
P.  O.  Box  15109 
New  Orleans,  La.  70175 

Conrad  Edwards 
Superintendent 


Reasons  Why  We  Abuse 
And  Neglect  Our  Children 


1.  Unrealistic  expectations  of  our  chil¬ 
dren  which  creates  disappointment,  con¬ 
flict,  power  struggles,  non  acceptance. 

2.  Lack  of  knowledge  about  different 
methods  of  discipline.  Over  reliance  on 
one  method  such  as  physical  discipline. 

3.  Lack  of  knowledge  about  child  de¬ 
velopment.. 

4.  Unmet  needs  in  ourselves  lead  to 
attempts  to  obtain  gratification  from 
our  children  in  unrealistic  proportions. 
We  look  to  our  children  to  meet  our 
needs  rather  than  we  meeting  theirs. 
Role  reversal.  Parent  depends  on  child. 

5.  Social  insolation.  Support  systems 
are  often  lacking.  Superficial  relation¬ 
ships. 

6.  Overly  stressed.  Inability  to  proper¬ 
ly  handle  stress. 


7.  Inability  to  cope  with  feelings  such 
as  anger,  guilt  etc.,  constructively. 

8.  Low  self  esteem. 

9.  Depression 

10.  Not  getting  enjoyment  out  of  life. 

11.  Unsatisfying  marriages. 

12.  The  child  is  seen  as  "different”  or 
"special.”  Often  the  child  is  the  immedi¬ 
ate  source  of  external  stress  and  is  an 
easy  target  to  unleash  feelings  on. 

13.  Inability  to  accept  child  as  unique 
and  different.  Our  "self”  may  not  dove¬ 
tail  with  the  child  “self.” 

14.  Cultural  and  societal  scripting 
which  promotes  abuse.  Examples:  "Chil¬ 
dren  should  be  seen  —  not  heard,”  myth 
of  the  “Gerber  baby,”  "parental  owner¬ 
ship.” 


♦ 


Staff  members  read  to  the  children  during  quiet  time. 


An  old  man  traveling  life’s  highway 
Came  in  the  evening  old  and  gray 
To  a  chasm  vast,  deep  and  wide 
He  crossed  in  the  twilight  dim 
The  sullen  stream  had  no  fears  for 
him 

And  when  he  was  safe  on  the  other 
side 

He  turned  and  built  a  bridge  to  arch 
the  tides 

“Old  man,"  said  a  fellow  pilgrim 
near, 

“Why  do  you  waste  your  time 
building  here? 

Your  journey  ends  at  the  close  of 
day. 

Never  again  will  you  pass  this  way. 
Why  do  you  waste  your  time  at 
eventide?" 

The  old  man  lifted  his  grey  head. 
"Along  the  paths  I  have  come,"  he 
said, 

"There  follows  after  me  today 
Some  fair  haired  boys  and  girls 
Who  will  come  this  way. 

And  this  old  muddy,  murky  stream 
That  has  been  naught  to  me 
To  those  boys  and  girls  may  a  pitfall 
be. 

And  they  too  must  cross  in  the 
twilight  dim. 

Good  friend,  I  build  a  bridge  for 
them" 

Anonymous 


The  children  are  occasionally  entertained  by  special  guests. 
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The  Bishop’s 


Corner 


The  need  for  love 


Conrad  Edwards,  Superintendent  of 
The  Methodist  Home  in  New  Orleans, 
told  me  about  a  little  boy  who  had 
been  at  The  Home. 

This  child  tried  to  pet  a  dog  that  was 
tied  in  a  yard  near  The  Home.  The  dog 
bit  the  boy  on  the  hand  but  did  not 
break  the  skin.  The  child  was  brought 
back  to  The  Home,  his  hand  was 
washed  and  he  was  given  a  lot  of 
loving  attention.  The  next  day  the 
same  little  boy  repeated  the  episode, 
letting  the  dog  bite  him  again  so  he 
could  qualify  for  the  extra  tender 
loving  care. 

All  of  us  have  a  need  to  be  loved  and 
a  need  to  give  love.  In  making  the  ap¬ 
pointments  one  fact  I  have  learned 
from  the  laity  is  their  request  “Please 
send  us  a  minister  who  will  love  us, 
not  just  as  a  congregation  but  as 
individuals.”  One  committee  com¬ 
plained  that  their  pastor  had  been 
there  two  years  and  still  did  not  know 
their  names,  even  though  the  church 
has  less  than  a  hundred  members. 

I  have  an  acquaintance  who  speaks 
eloquently  of  his  love  and  caring 


concern  for  all  the  people  of  the  world 
but,  though  I  have  known  him  for 
twenty  years.  I  have  never  felt  that  he 
really  cared  about  me.  Love  finally 
must  be  individualized. 

Of  course,  the  reverse  is  true.  Some 
clergy  have  requested  congregations 
who  would  love  them  —  laity  who 
would  not  constantly  judge,  critique, 
“second-guess,”  and  “kibitz”  the 
minister. 

The  lesson  is  clear.  God  is  love.  To 
love  is  to  be  in  and  of  God.  The  heart 
of  the  Gospel  Good  News  is  love.  “For 

God  so  loved _ ”  is  the 

means  by  which  God  chose  to  offer  us 
salvation  through  Jesus  Christ.  To 
fulfill  the  law  of  Christ  we  must  love 
one  another. 

I  do  earnestly  pray  that  we  will  love 
each  other  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  clergy  and  clergy,  clergy  and 
laity,  laity  and  laity.  Even  as  God 
loves  us,  so  let  us  love  each  other. 


Centenary  Night 


A  Night  To  Remember 


By  JANIE  FLOURNOY 

A  night  to  remember  . . .  music  and 
singing  . . .  awards  . . .  fanfare  . .  .a  night 
to  celebrate. 

A  night  to  celebrate  Centenary  College 
and  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Churches  — 
together. 

To  be  held  the  first  night  of  Annual 
Conference,  Monday,  June  3,  the  gala 
will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome, 
under  the  direction  of  Robert  Buseick. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 

The  high  point  of  the  evening  will 
come  when  the  winners  of  the  Bishop’s 
Trophies  are  announced.  The  Trophies 
will  be  presented  to  the  three  churches 
—  small,  medium,  and  large,  who  have 
the  most  students  enrolled  at  Centenary. 

The  prestigious  awards,  presented  by 
the  Bishop  himself,  will  remain  at  the 
winning  churches  forever. 

Pastors  of  all  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  have  received  notifica¬ 
tion  and  entry  blanks  for  the  competition. 
Already,  some  30  churches  have  respond¬ 
ed.  They  include  Bethel  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  Clai¬ 
borne  UMC,  First  Churches  in  Amite, 
Houma,  Jennings,  Leesville,  Mansfield, 
Minden,  Natchitoches,  Palquemine, 
Tallulah,  Thibodaux,  Slidell,  and  Winns- 
boro,  Gretna  UMC,  Gueydan  UMC,  Hart- 
zell  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Henning  Memorial 
UMC,  Sulphur,  Lakeview  UMC,  Minden, 
Mooringsport  UMC,  Munholland  UMC, 
Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Rayne  Memorial 


UMC,  Southside  UMC,  Monroe,  Spring- 
hill  UMC,  St.  Luke  UMC,  Lake  Charles, 
St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston  and  University  UMC,  Lake 
Charles. 

Deadline  for  entries  is  May  1. 
Churches  should  send  the  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  from  their  congregations  currently 
enrolled  at  Centenary;  the  number  of 
prospective  students  for  the  85-86  school 
year,  and  the  total  number  of  members 
of  the  church.  All  entries  should  be 
mailed  to  Kay  Madden,  Director  of 
Church  Relations,  Centenary  College, 
P.O.  Box  4188,  Shreveport,  La.  71134- 
0188. 

Other  highlights  of  the  first  annual 
Centenary  Night  include  a  performance 
of  the  internationally  known  Centenary 
College  Choir.  Directed  by  Dr.  Will  K. 
Andress,  the  Choir  will  sing  the  show 
tunes  and  popular  songs  for  which  they 
are  so  famous. 

The  widely  acclaimed  president  of  Wi¬ 
ley  College,  Dr.  Robert  A.  Hayes,  will 
give  the  keynote  address,  followed  by  the 
presentation  of  awards. 

Immediately  afterwards,  a  candle¬ 
light  reception  wilj  be  held  in  Hodges 
Rose  Garden  with  entertainment  by  the 
Centenary  Woodwind  Quintet. 

A  night  to  remember  . . .  come  cele¬ 
brate  with  Centenary! 

(Ms.  Janie  Flournoy  is  the  Director  of 
Public  Relations  for  Centenary  College.) 


B.R.  Coalition  of  Conscience  Meets 

Shown  above  are  some  of  the  participants  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  Coalition  of  Conscience  —  a  coalition  of  some  30  local  Peace  and  Justice  orga¬ 
nizations  of  the  area.  They  are,  left  to  right:  Rev.  Randy  Nichols,  UM  minister  at  LSU 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry;  Ms.  Lilith  Quinlan  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Friends  (the 
Quaker  Meeting  and  Louisiana’s  only  Sanctuary  for  Central  American  refugees); 
Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Amant,  representing  the  Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  the  local  Bread  for  the  World;  and  Ms.  Denise  Landry,  President  of  the  Coalition 
of  Conscience. 

The  main  report  was  given  by  Ms.  Quinlan  who  told  of  her  trip  to  the  Tucson  gath¬ 
ering  of  1,500  persons  from  throughout  the  United  States  who  are  deeply  committed 
to  the  Sanctuary  movement. 


Louisiana  Methodists  Active  As  Legislature  Begins 


United  Methodist  Legislators,  ten  of 
the  twelve  in  the  Louisiana  House  and 
Senate,  shared  a  “get  acquainted  time’’ 
with  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood,  the  Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
of  the  Conference  and  members  of  the 
Cabinet  and  their  wives  on  Monday, 
April  15  in  a  capitol  meeting  room.  Or¬ 
ganized  by  Representative  Richard 
Baker,  the  Conference  Lay  Leader,  Mrs. 
Jo  Wood  Guidry,  a  well-known  lobbyist, 
and  member  of  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee,  and  Rev.  Brady  Foreman, 
Chair  of  the  Legislative  Liaison  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  event  preceded  the  12:00  noon 
meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature 
which  Bishop  Underwood  opened  with 
prayer. 

In  remarks  to  the  United  Methodist 
legislators,  Bishop  Underwood  expressed 
the  continuing  interest  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  social  and  moral 


legislation.  Further,  he  pledged  the  good 
serviced  of  the  Annual  Conference  to  as¬ 
sist  them  in  every  way  possible.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  Conference  had  a 
unique  “hot  line”  into  every  district  of¬ 
fice  and  the  capability  of  getting  the 
word  to  local  churches  and  individuals  in 
a  very  short  time  regarding  proposed 
legislation. 

Representative  Richard  Baker  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  Bishop,  expressing  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  assembled  group  and 
looking  forward  to  cooperative  efforts  in 
this  session  of  the  legislature. 

The  group  was  in  the  gallery  for  Bish¬ 
op  Underwood’s  opening  prayer,  af¬ 
ter  which  they  returned  to  the  “Green 
House,”  an  establishment  furnished  by 
the  lobbyist,  which  feeds  members  of 
the  House  and  Senate  each  noon,  for 
lunch. 


Rep.  Weldon  Russell  of  Amite,  on  the  left,  visits  with  Bishop  Underwood  and  Mrs. 
Jo  Wood  Guidry. 


'COCU  Consensus’  Now  Available 

£  Princeton,  N.J.  —  A  road  map  for  journeying  toward  visible  unity  among  23  •: 
million  U.S.  Christians  now  is  ready  for  wide  circulation  by  the  Consultation  on  ■: 
Church  Union  here.  ;• 

Entitled  “The  Cocu  Consensus:  In  Quest  of  A  Church  of  Christ  Uniting,”  the 
document  is  the  culmination  of  two  decades  of  effort  to  develop  a  theological 
basis  on  which  the  churches  participating  in  the  Consultation  can  continue 
moving  toward  visible  unity. 

The  “Consensus”  statement,  running  to  approximately  28,000  words,  covers  ij: 
:|:  everything  from  the  reasons  for  seeking  union,  through  the  faith,  worship, 

:j  sacraments,  membership,  mission  and  ministry  of  the  church.  Work  toward  the 
consensus  began  in  1962  when  COCU  was  launched. 

Delegates  to  the  16th  Plenary  meeting  of  the  Consultation  in  Baltimore  late 
in  1984  adopted  the  statement  enthusiastically.  Some  church  leaders  charac- 
terized  it  as  “the  most  thrilling  move  toward  Christian  unity  in  decades.”  £ 

£  “We  are  not  asking  whether  the  document  is  an  adequate  statement  of  any  of 
£  the  traditions  involved  in  the  Consultation,"  said  Dr.  Gerald  F.  Moede,  General  £ 
£  Secretary  of  COCU.  “Rather,  we  are  asking  whether  there  can  be  found  in  it  an  * 
£  expression  of  the  Apostolic  faith,  order,  worship  and  witness  of  the  Church."  £ 
£  The  "Consensus”  statement  is  in  the  hands  of  the  nine  COCU  member  £ 
£  churches  for  wide  study  and  action  by  the  highest  policy-making  body  of  each,  £ 
Specifically,  the  member  churches  are  asked  to  recognize  “Consensus”  as: 

*  “An  expression,  in  the  matters  with  which  it  deals,  of  the  Apostolic  faith, 
order,  worship  and  witness  of  the  church:  £ 

:j:  *  “An  anticipation  of  the  Church  Uniting  which  the  participating  bodies,  by 

the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  wish  to  become;  and 
x  *  “A  sufficient  theological  basis  for  the  covenanting  acts  and  the  uniting  :|: 
process  proposed  currently  by  COCU." 


Twelve  children  were  confirmed  into 
the  membership  of  Summer  Grove 
Church  on  Palm  Sunday,  March  31st. 
Five  of  the  twelve  were  baptized  in  the 
service  of  confirmation. 

Confirmation  concluded  a  period  of 
several  weeks  of  study  and  reflection  on 
the  meaning  of  church  membership.  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  study  were  sections  on  the 
sacraments  of  baptism,  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per,  the  apostles  creed  as  a  capsule 
statement  of  our  faith,  and  brief  histori¬ 
cal  look  at  the  beliefs  and  organization 
of  Methodism,  past  and  present. 

The  confirmands  and  their  parents 
were  guests  of  honor  at  a  luncheon  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  service.  The  confir¬ 
mands  participated  in  interviews  with 
their  parents  and  an  adult  Sunday  School 
class  on  the  meaning  of  church  member¬ 


ship  in  the  lives  of  these  adults.  They  vis¬ 
ited  with  the  District  Superintendent  and 
Bishop  Underwood  and  toured  Centenary 
College  during  a  field  trip  experience. 
They  also  attended  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  Conference  and  heard  Bishop 
Underwood  preach. 

Resources  for  this  confirmation  study 
included  the  resource  “Confirming  My 
Faith,”  filmstrips  and  materials  from 
the  Sacrament  Series  (Holy  Communion 
and  Baptism)  and  from  the  packet  Jubi¬ 
lee,  200  years  of  American  Methodism. 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  and 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent  Dr. 
Odell  Simmons,  back  row  left,  join  Pas¬ 
tor  Don  Cottrill,  right  back,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Summer  Grove  Confirmation 
Class  in  the  above  photo. 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  is  shown  above  opening  the  1985  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Legislature  with  prayer. 


Rev.  Brady  Forman,  left,  is  shown  with  Bishop  Underwood  and  Rep.  Richard 
Baker,  the  Conference  Lay  Leader. 


Interpreter  Magazine  Features 
Church  Program  Planning  Issue 


The  official  program  journal  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  The  Interpret¬ 
er  Magazine,  has  always  been  a  major 
tool  for  local  church  leaders.  Published 
eight  times  a  year  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  it  has  often  been  called 
the  most  important  publication  of  our 
denomination. 

The  annual  planning  issue  will  begin 
arriving  in  United  Methodists’  mailboxes 
this  month  according  to  Darrell  R. 
Shamblin,  editor.  This  issue  of  The  Inter¬ 
preter  will  contain  a  four-page  feature 
on  church  program  planning  written  by 
Sidney  R.  Nichols,  a  self-employed  Ala¬ 
bama  consultant  in  leadership  develop¬ 
ment.  Dr.  Nichols  was  formerly  in 
leadership  development  on  the  staff  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  is  well 
qualified  to  give  direction  and  guidance 
in  this  matter  of  church  planning. 

This  article  of  church  planning  lists 
eight  steps  for  a  congregation  to  follow 
in  its  planning  process  and  suggests  how 
they  might  be  carried  out  to  their  best 
advantage.  The  use  of  each  step  in  the 


process  is  supported  by  scripture.  These 
steps  are: 

•  Gathering  information  needed 

•  Studying  the  information 

•  Developing  a  statement  of  purpose 
for  the  church 

•  Developing  objectives  and  setting 
priorities 

•  Setting  action  goals 

•  Taking  action  on  the  approved  goals 

•  Evaluating  the  program 

Methodist  leaders  in  local  churches 

have  found  much  help  in  reading  and 
studying  this  publication.  There  are  sec¬ 
tions  for  help  with  the  Administrative 
Council,  the  Council  on  Ministries,  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board,  Commission  and 
Committee  Chairpersons  and  other 
church  officials. 

Clergy  and  lay  leaders  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  are  urged  to  be  on  the 
lookout  for  this  important  mailing.  If  a 
church  desires  more  copies  of  the  Pro¬ 
gram  Planning  issue  they  may  be  or¬ 
dered  from  The  Interpreter,  601  W. 
Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45406  for 
$1,00  per  issue. 


Avery  Named  Memorial  Speaker 


Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  pastor  of  the 
Neely-Hartzell  charge  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  District,  will  serve  as 
the  speaker  for  the  Memorial  Service  on 
June  3,  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Annual  Conference’s  open¬ 
ing  event,  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
Conference,  is  scheduled  for  2  p.m.  The 
Centenary  College  Alumni  Choir  will 
provide  special  music  for  the  service. 

Rev.  Avery,  a  native  of  Illinois,  re¬ 
ceived  his  B.A.  degree  from  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity  and  the  M.Th.  from  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology.  He  has 
served  Union  Church,  Boston;  New  Bed¬ 
ford,  Mass.;  Peoples,  New  Orleans;  Nee¬ 
ly  and  now  Neely-Hartzell  Churches  in 
Baton  Rouge. 


Rev.  Donald  Avery 


Merit  Scholarship  Program  Announced 


The  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Campus  Ministry  is  pleased 
to  announce  the  schedule  for  nomina¬ 
tions  for  the  1985  Merit  Scholarship  Pro¬ 
gram.  Two  scholarships  in  the  amount  of 
$600  each  will  be  awarded  to  those  se¬ 
lected.  The  funds  for  the  scholarships 
come  from  the  1984  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  Offering  (10%  of  the  funds 
raised  in  the  conference  are  returned  for 
this  purpose.) 

Awards  are  given  to  United  Methodist 
Students  who  are  attending  United  Meth¬ 
odist  institutions  of  higher  education.  An 
applicant  for  a  Merit  Scholarship  is 
nominated  by  his  or  her  local  church.  A 
local  church  may  nominate  only  one  stu¬ 
dent  per  year. 

Nomination  forms  will  be  sent  in  the 


May  Conference  Coordinated  Mailing. 
The  applications  and  reference  forms 
are  to  be  returned  by  June  15th  to  the 
scholarship  committee  in  care  of  Rev. 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  (9119  Dean  Road, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  71118.)  Scholar¬ 
ships  will  be  announced  by  July  1. 1985 

- Death - 

Aliena  R.  Longfellow.  57,  died  April  8 
in  Shreveport,  after  a  sudden  illness.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Allen 
R.  Reeves  and  Mrs  Freda  Akin  and  was 
married  to  Rev.  H.  W.  Longfellow.  Since 
1969  she  served  on  the  faculty  of  LSU-S. 
In  addition  to  her  husband,  she  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  three  children  and  three  grand¬ 
children. 
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Do  we  take  freedom  for  granted? 
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Unless  it  is  their  birthday  or  that  of  a 
loved  one.  May  1-May  Day— holds  little 
special  meaning  for  most  Western  Chris¬ 
tians. 

But  for  countless  Christians  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  and  other  communist-ruled 
countries.  May  Day  is  much  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  dismiss.  In  those  countries,  May  1 
is  the  birthday  of  the  international  Com¬ 
munist  Party.  The  day  is  as  special  in 
«ome  respects  to  adherents  of  commu¬ 
nism  as  Easter  is  to  Christians. 

•  May  Day  therefore  is  a  stark  reminder 
to  Christians  living  under  communist 
rule  of  the  presence  and  power  of  a  world¬ 
view  opposed  to  many  basic  teachings  of 
, their  faith,  including  belief  in  God. 

Consequently,  being  a  follower  of 
•Christ  in  those  countries  often  requires 
courage  and  commitment  that  would 
.^hame  many  of  us  who  live  in  a  more 
tolerant  society. 

It  would  behoove  those  of  us  who  have 
great  freedom  to  put  our  faith  into  prac¬ 
tice  to  remember  that  large  numbers  of 
Christians  throughout  the  world  do  not 
have  a  similar  privilege.  Yet,  like  St. 
Paul  in  prison,  they  do  whatever  they 


can  to  keep  the  message  and  spirit  of 
Christ  alive. 

In  some  cases,  as  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
it  is  necessary  for  Christians  to  mute  the 
prophetic  parts  of  the  faith  so  they  can 
be  allowed  to  worship  and  teach  Christian 
principles  within  restricted  settings.  Else¬ 
where,  however,  such  as  Poland,  Roman 
Catholic  Chrsitians  have  risked  their  lives 
in  efforts  to  apply  those  same  principles  to 
thorny  social  problems. 

Are  we  similarly  doing  all  we  can  un¬ 
der  our  own  circumstances  to  put  our 
faith  into  practice?  Or  have  we  so  taken 
for  granted  our  freedom  both  to  believe 
and  live  as  Christians  that  we  see  no 
need  to  make  a  special  effort  to  do  so? 

The  Scriptures  remind  us  that  from 
those  to  whom  much  is  given,  much  is 
expected.  On  May  Day,  or  any  day  for 
that  matter,  we  as  American  Christians 
should  remember  the  plight  of  our  Chris¬ 
tian  brothers  and  sisters  who  "sing  the 
Lord’s  song”  as'  best  they  can  under 
their  circumstances.  We  should  also  ask 
whether  we  could  honestly  say  the  same 
about  ourselves. 


Abortion:  We  shouldn’t  allow  exceptions  to  killing 

By  NANCY  CONNERS  bend,  that  he  had  resniratnrv  nrnhlpms  nn  thic  n i _ 


Spiritual  growth  effort  on  target 


The  Upper  Room’s  Academy  for  Spiri¬ 
tual  Formation  is  one  of  the  most  prom¬ 
ising  developments  in  the  church  in  some 
.  time  (see  UMR,  March  29). 

Admittedly,  the  Academy  in  Nashville, 
‘Tenn.,  is  not  for  everyone.  Only  Christians 
committed  to  achieving  more  discipline 
?nd  depth  in  their  relationship  with  God 
would  likely  submit  to  the  Academy’s  stiff 
demands  of  time  and  money. 

•  But  for  those  who  do  meet  the  test,  the 
experience  is  likely  to  be  life-changing. 

The  academy’s  "wholistic"  approach  to 
spiritual  formation  (which  participants 
define  as  "intentional"  efforts  at  spiritual 
growth)  consciously  brings  God  into  ev¬ 
ery  aspect  of  daily  living.  Participants 
are  expected  to  practice  good  nutrition, 
stay  physically  fit  study  in  depth  the 
classic  devotional  writings  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  and  lead  a  disciplined  life  that 
n  includes  regular  worship  and  prayer. 

But  the  focus  is  not  just  on  individual 
•spiritual  development.  Graduates  of  the 
program  are  expected  to  assist  others  in 
.  their  own  spiritual  growth  efforts.  Acade¬ 
my  director  Danny  Morris  said  he  hopes 
•T>articipants  will  become  “spiritual  leav¬ 
en”  in  their  churches  and  communities. 

We  believe  that  is  a  realistic  hope. 

-  God’s  spirit,  like  the  wind,  is  unpredict- 

i Letters  to  the  Editor 


able  and  uncontrollable.  But  our  Lord’s 
parable  of  the  wise  and  foolish  maidens 
shows  that  those  prepared  to  recognize 
and  receive  His  spirit  are  more  likely  than 
others  to  benefit  when  it  blows  through 
their  lives  (Matthew  25:1-13). 

Consequently,  persons  committed  to 
discerning  and  responding  to  that  spirit 
with  transformed  lives  provide  living  re¬ 
minders  to  others  of  the  need  for,  and 
possibility  of,  spiritual  renewal  in  our 
own  relationship  with  God. 

Every  congregation  should  consider 
supporting,  both  financially  and  prayer¬ 
fully,  at  least  one  person  who  is  willing 
and  able  to  participate  in  the  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Formation.  Such  a  person 
could  well  be  the  "leaven  in  the  lump” 
that  prompts  others  to  become  more  in¬ 
tentional  about  improving  their  own 
spiritual  health. 

If  such  a  person  is  not  currently  avail¬ 
able,  we  as  church  members  should  dis¬ 
cuss  with  our  pastor  the  possibility  of 
creating  a  spiritual  growth  group  in  our 
congregation. 

Information  about  models  for  such 
groups  based  on  the  Academy  program 
can  be  obtained  by  writing  the  Rev.  Dan¬ 
ny  Morris,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202-840. 


Daniel  was  a  child  of  incest. 

He  was  born  one  cold,  February  night 
in  1981  as  his  retarded  mother  stumbled 
screaming  through  a  cornfield  trying  to 
escape  a  pain  she  couldn't  understand. 

Before  that  night  was  over,  Daniel  had 
sustained  several  outer  physical  injuries 
in  addition  to  the  inner  physical  damage 
done  by  genes  gone  wrong  between  his 
middle-aged  mother  and  his  grandfa¬ 
ther-father. 

But  Daniel  was  a  fighter.  When  I  first 
saw  him  at  age  5  months,  he  looked  like 
a  wizened  old  man  with  a  tiny  face  on  a 
head  the  size  of  an  orange  with  a  body 
that  weighed  about  5l/i  pounds  even  with 
a  full-length  plaster  cast  on  one  leg. 

At  feeding  time,  Daniel  did  not  have  a 
warm  bottle  with  a  soft  nipple  put  to  his 
lips  because  he  did  not  know  the  instinc¬ 
tive  sucking  motion  most  babies  are 
born  with.  Instead,  the  formula  that  kept 
him  alive  flowed  through  a  sterile  tube 
placed  in  an  incision  in  his  stomach. 

Daniel  did  live.  Each  minute  of  each 
day  was  a  struggle  to  live.  In  varying 
stages  of  times,  his  young  foster  parents, 
who  took  him  in  because  no  one  wanted 
him,  were  made  aware  that  his  legs 
were  permanently  stiff  and  unable  to 


bend,  that  he  had  respiratory  problems 
that  caused  breathing  difficulties,  and  a 
dislocated  hip;  and  that  he  had  suffered 
irreversible  brain 
damage.  Because  of 
the  brain  damage,  he 
would  never  grow. 

And  so  Daniel’s 
struggle  becamej 
their  struggle.  He! 
didn’t  sleep  much. 

He  didn’t  cry  much, 
tIn  fact,  his  dry  was  Nancy  Conners 
more  a  tiny  whimper.  But  his  new  par¬ 
ents  knew  his  needs  and  grew  to  love  this 
tough  baby  who  had  so  much  against 
him. 

Daniel  brought  a  lot  to  the  lives  of  his 
foster  parents  and  to  their  families,  who 
treated  Daniel  not  as  the  mentally  and 
physically  handicapped  child  seen  by 
outsiders  but  as  a  creation  of  God  sent 
for  whatever  time  to  bless  and  be  blessed, 
to  love  and  be  loved. 

Pain  was  obviously  a  part  of  all  their 
lives,  not  only  Daniel’s,  the  pain  of  why, 
the  pain  of  helplessness,  the  pain  of  frus¬ 
tration,  the  pain  of  love. 

And  there  did  seem  to  be  love  in  the 
bright  little  eyes,  which  had  such  an  age¬ 
lessness  about  them.  Those  eyes  closed 


on  this  world  for  the  final  time  one  beau¬ 
tiful  April  day  in  1982  when  all  of  God's 
earth  was  bursting  forth  in  new  life.  No 
less  so  for  Daniel,  who  went  forth  to  a 
new  life  with  God,  his  Father. 

He  was  14  months  old.  He  weighed  less 
than  7  pounds,  and  he  still  looked  like  a 
wizened  old  man. 

But  as  I  stood  by  the  tiny  white  coffin, 
I  knew  that  God  had  touched  something 
in  me  through  Daniel  that  could  not  have 
been  touched  any  other  way.  And  it  was 
the  same  with  each  person  who  had 
known  and  loved  this  innocent  child  of 
incest. 

I  hadn’t  thought  about  Daniel  for 
awhile.  But  this  year  as  the  right-to-life 
proponents  held  their  annual  “March  for 
Life”  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
in  1973  that  legalized  abortion  on  de¬ 
mand,  Daniel  came  to  mind. 

You  see,  Daniel  was  an  exception  to 
exception.  He  wouldn’t  have  had  a  chance 
with  anybody  because  most  of  those  who 
call  for  an  end  to  abortion  on  demand 
qualify  it  with  exceptions:  when  the 
mother’s  life  is  in  danger  and  also  preg¬ 
nancies  through  incest  and  rape. 

I  am  against  abortion.  The  spirits  of 
the  16  million  babies  aborted  since  the 


1973  decision  form  a  cloud  of  witnesses 
toe  strong  to  ignore. 

The  open-ended  “conflict  of  life  with 
life”  that  the  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline  gives  as  a  possible  justifica¬ 
tion  for  abortion  is  too  one-sided  a  con¬ 
flict  for  us  to  remain  on  the  sidelines. 
The  total  vulnerability  of  a  baby  in  the 
womb  cries  out  for  those  of  us  who  care 
about  their  lives  to  speak  out  and  to 
speak  out  now! 

A  friend  of  mine  tells  me  I  deal  in  ab¬ 
solutes  while  a  large  part  of  our  society 
deals  now  in  "shades.”  I  know  that  while 
there  are  many  shades  of  gray,  there  is 
also  black  and  white,  right  and  wrong.  I 
know  there  are  absolutes. 

Life  is  absolute.  Death  is  absolute.  If 
you  are  not  alive,  you  are  dead,  physical¬ 
ly  as  well  as  spiritually.  I  know  that  the 
progeny  of  a  human  is  another  human, 
even  from  conception.  I  know  that  you 
cannot  kill  something  unless  it  has  life  to 
begin  with.  I  know  that  taking  another’s 
life  is  a  sin,  and  the  reaction,  the  ratio¬ 
nalizing,  the  attempt  at  explaining  away 
that  sin  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
power  of  that  sin. 

If  we  as  Christians  cannot  or  will  not 
deal  with  sin  as  sin,  how  can  we  expect 
non-Christians  to  do  so? 


Abortion:  Women  must  have  freedom  of  choice 

ByANNABELLEKENWARD  not  h*™™  omhnmc  - _ _ _  •/  . 


KENWARD 

Many  women  throughout  history  have 
agonized  over  a  problem  pregnancy. 
That  is  not  a  new  phenomenon  in  spite  of 
all  the  politicized  activity. 

Many  chose  to  have  an  abortion,  or  il¬ 
legal  operation  as  the  newspapers  called 
it,  and  some  died  in  the  attempt.  You 
may  have  such  a  person  within  your 
sphere  of  life  and  never  know  it. 

Sharing  one’s  reproductive  history  is  a 
taboo  that  is  lessening  because  few  need 
to  protect  our  gains.  Every  sexually  ac¬ 
tive,  fertile  woman,  pro-choice  and  anti¬ 
choice  alike,  awaits  each  menstrual  cycle 
with  apprehension  and  sometimes  fear. 
That  is  part  of  who  we  are  as  women. 

We  can  be  romanced,  misled,  black¬ 
mailed,  forced  and  loved,  but  we  still  are 
the  ones  to  await  that  monthly  cycle. 

Some  of  us  have  planned  for  our  preg¬ 
nancies.  Some  have  been  able  to  accept 
the  unplanned.  A  wanted,  loved  baby  is 
God's  greatest  miracle! 

But  not  every  pregnancy  is  success¬ 
ful— for  a  great  variety  of  reasons.  In¬ 
deed,  two-thirds  of  all  fertilized  eggs  do 


not  become  embryos  and  are  sloughed 
off  in  a  late  period.  Are  they  to  be 
mourned  as  lost  persons? 

■  I  have  been  mar¬ 
ried  for  32  years,  and 
we  have  two  fine 
grown  sons. 

Early  in  my  mar¬ 
riage  I  was  forced  to 
carry  a  dead  fetus 
|  for  several  months, 
I  not  so  uncommon  at 
Annabelle  Kenward  that  time.  The  doctor 
kept  hoping  for  a  spontaneous  abortion. 
There  were  medical  indications  my  blood 
would  not  clot,  increasing  the  danger  of 
hemorrhaging.  I  was  sitting  on  a  time  bomb. 

Finally,  the  doctor  said  that  he 
couldn’t  stand  it  any  longer  and  put  me 
into  the  hospital.  The  eventual  procedure 
was  obviously  successful. 

With  advanced  techniques,  a  woman 
no  longer  needs  to  wait  out  that  agony  of 
being  not  pregnant  and  yet  pregnant. 
Those  same  techniques  provide  for  safer 
pregnancy  terminations  than  the  poisons 


Bishops  advocate  unrealistic  political  stands 

hp  IT.Hitnp-  nAit  : i_  *  i , 


To  the  Editor: 

A  few  months  ago  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishops  advised  us  to  support  a  nucie- 
v'ar  freeze,  an  action  that  would  ensqre 

•  continuation  of  the  military  supremacy 
-  that  the  Soviet  Union  now  enjoys. 

It  would  also  make  inevitable  achieve- 

•  ment  of  the  Soviets'  long  proclaimed 
goal  of  world  domination  and  fulfill  their 
definition  of  world  peace  as  "the  final 
victory  of  Socialism.” 

Now  Bishops  C.  P.  Minnick,  Ernest 
Dixon  and  Kenneth  Hicks  would  help  the 
Soviets  a  little  more  (see  UMR,  March 
8).  By  opposing  President  Reagan's  poli¬ 
cy  toward  Nicaragua,  they  would  re- 
L  nounce  the  time  honored  1823  Monroe 
Doctrine  ("Europe,  keep  your  hands  off 
j'  the  A.mericas”)  and  endorse  the  Brezh- 
nev  Doctrine  ("Once  a  nation  becomes 
Marxist,  it  must  stay  Marxist”). 

Let  us  hope  that  the  bishops  are  more 
--•discerning  and  logical  in  spiritual  mat- 

•  •  ters  than  they  are  in  matters  of  national 
•  defense  and  foreign  policy. 

Ray  H.  Smith 

■j  Anderson,  South  Carolina 

Wh  en  will  we  learn? 

’  To  the  Editor: 

Those  who  oppose  eliminating  the  San- 
‘  dinistas  in  Nicaragua  seem  to  be  the 
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same  well-meaning  people  who  kept  us 
from  an  earlier,  easy  elimination  of  Hit¬ 
ler  in  Germany,  Castro  in  Cuba  and  the 
Communists  in  Vietnam. 

Tyrants,  by  virtue  of  what  they  are,  do 
not  ever  compromise  or  permit  dissent. 
As  in  Ethopia,  Afghanistan,  Poland,  Hun¬ 
gary  and  all  the  rest  of  the  enslaved  na¬ 
tions,  the  economy  is  irrelevant.  When 
our  background  becomes  an  invincible 
military  base  for  the  Soviet  Union,  what 
then?  Indeed— "When  will  they  ever 
learn!” 

Virgil  A.  Kraft 
Palm  Springs,  California 

W ords  on  growth  excellent 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  two  editorials  on  United  Method¬ 
ist  church  growth  (see  UMR,  March  15) 
are  the  best  that  I’ve  seen  in  the  year 
that  I’ve  regularly  been  reading  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

In  addition  to  the  excellent  comments 
by  Bishop  Richard  Wilke  emphasizing 
the  need  for  a  missional  church,  I  also 
particularly  liked  the  second  editorial’s 
encouragement  that  “each  congregation 
should  consider  putting  into  practice  the 
membership  goal  committee’s  sugges¬ 
tion  of  Wesleyan  ‘class  meetings.’  " 

At  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pasadena,  we’ve  combined  Wesley’s 
"class  meeting”  with  a  missional  empha¬ 
sis.  While  spending  three  Sundays  a 
month  studying  the  books  of  Revelation 
and  Daniel  as  suggested  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  we  reserve  the  fourth  Sun¬ 
day  for  a  guest  missions  speaker  to  talk 
about  the  “unreached  peoples '—people 
groups  around  the  world  who  have  never 
had  a  chance  to  hear  of  reconciliation  to 
God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Also  on  that  Sunday  we  pool  the  loose 
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change  we’ve  collected  during  the  week 

to  send  to  frontier  missions,  those  agen¬ 
cies  sending  workers  into  the  harvests  of 
these  unreached  peoples.  The  Lord  said, 
“The  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  can  ef¬ 
fect  much”  (James.  5:16),  so  to  claim  His 
promise  we  use  daily  the  Frontier  Fel¬ 
lowship’s  Global  Prayer  Digest. 

The  class  has  discussed  ways  to  better 
meet  the  needs  of  the  local  area— partic¬ 
ularly  by  reaching  the  children  before 
they  get  caught  up  in  the  drug  traffic  for 
which  this  neighborhood  is  notorious. 

Back  at  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church  in  “evangelical”  Wheaton,  Ill., 
where  I  found  several  thousand  “un¬ 
churched”  people  in  a  survey  done  over 
Christmas,  Pastor  Jamie  Williams  is  us¬ 
ing  Wesley’s  "class  meetings”  to  help  the 
many  unemployed  in  this  affluent  area. 

Thus,  there  are  many  ways  Wesley’s 
"class  meetings”  can  be  used  to  reach 
the  "unchurched”  in  America  and  the 
“unreached”  overseas  and  it  is  likely  the 
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Lord  will  use  these  efforts  to  bring  many 
back  into  His  fold. 

Perhaps  the  Reporter  could  offer  arti¬ 
cles  on  how  to  build  class  meetings  in 
churches  or  simply  report  on  what  some 
other  Methodists  are  doing  through  their 
class  meetings.  Above  all,  let  us  remem¬ 
ber  that  nothing  is  impossible  when  we 
do  it  in  the  name  of  the  One  who  shed  His 
blood  to  set  us  wholly  and  eternally  free. 

H.  Randy  Roberts 
Pasadena,  California 

Reporter  prints  top  verses 

To  the  Editor 

Too  often  so-called  religious  verse  is 
trite  or  sentimental.  What  the  Reporter 
publishes,  however,  is  usually  quite  good. 

"The  Father,”  by  Dolores  Malaschak, 
in  the  April  5  issue,  is  one  of  the  best  I 
have  ever  read  in  the  Reporter. 

Olivia  M.  Nichols 
Dallas,  Texas 


2-year-old  has  realized  Jesus  is  special 


"Can  I  see  that  book?”  my  2 'A -year- 
old  son  David  asked. 

I  had  just  taken  a  small,  green  Gideon 
New  Testament  out  of  my  pocket.  I 
handed  it  to  him.  He  sat  right  down  and 
started  turning  pages. 

"There  aren’t  any  pictures  in  that 
book,”  I  volunteered.  David  turned  a  few. 
more  pages  and  then  looked  up  at  me 
with  a  big  smile  on  his  face. 

“This  is  a  Bible,"  he  exclaimed.  "It’s 
just  like  mine.” 

I  had  to  pause  for  a  moment  to  figure 
out  what  he  meant.  Then  I  remembered 
David  had  a  similar  New  Testament 
with  a  white  cover  on  a  shelf  in  his  room. 
The  Bible  was  a  gift  from  Methodist 
Evangelical  Hospital  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
where  David  was  born.  I  hadn’t  realized 
he  had  looked  at  his  Bible  or  knew  what 
it  was. 

"Do  you  know  what  those  words  are 
about?”  I  asked. 

“Yes,”  David  answered  confidently. 
“Stories  about  Jesus.” 

My  wife  Anne  looked  stunned.  “How'd 
he  know  that?”  she  said. 

I  said  I  guessed  David  remembered 
my  reading  from  a  Bible  at  Christmas.  I 
had  opened  a  larger  Bible  and  para¬ 
phrased  the  verses  as  I  moved  the  fig- 


ures  around  in  the  family  Nativity  set. 

I  knew  David  liked  hearing  the  story.  I 
knew  he  liked  moving  the  pieces  into 
place  around  the  stable.  But  I  didn’t 
know  how  much  of  an  impression  the  re¬ 
peated  story  had  made. 

The  next  day  I 
found  out.  David  an¬ 
nounced  that  he 
needed  to  take  his 
Bible  with  him  to  his 
baby-sitter’s  house. 

As  we  rode  in  the 
car,  I  heard  him  in 
the  back  seat  turning  &Ad  A  Jfck. 
the  pages  and  say-  Douglas  Cannon 
ing,  "Jesus’  mommy  and  daddy  went  to 
the  stable,  and  Jesus  was  born.  Jesus 
was  a  little  baby,  and  he  was  crying.” 

After  repeating  that  a  few  times,  Da¬ 
vid  announced  in  a  loud  voice,  "I’m  read¬ 
ing  the  Bible,  Daddy.  Do  you  want  me  to 
read  to  you  about  Jesus?”  I  said  yes,  and 
David  told  me  the  same  story. 

At  the  baby-sitter’s  house,  David  held 
up  his  litle  white  book  as  he  walked  to¬ 
ward  Bernie,  his  baby-sitter,  and  yelled, 
"I  have  a  Bible,  Bernie.  Want  to  hear 
about  Jesus?" 

In  the  weeks  since  then,  I  have  used 
David’s  interest  in  the  baby  of  Bethle¬ 


hem  as  a  starting  point  for  telling  aoout 
the  man  that  baby  became.  David  seems 
to  rate  these  stories  right  up  there  with 
the  Cat  in  the  Hat. 

Admittedly  David  has  a  2-year-old’s 
understanding  of  the  Gospel  stories.  He 
can't  yet  comprehend  the  significance  of 
Christ’s  life,  death  and  resurrection.  Da¬ 
vid  is  bothered  that  anyone  would  want 
to  kill  Jesus.  David  is  amazed  that  Jesus 
came  back  to  life. 

This  pint-sized  2-year-old  knows  some¬ 
thing  about  Jesus  is  special.  The  point 
that  catches  my  son’s  fancy  most  is  that 
Jesus  was  once  a  baby  just  like  David. 
David  knows  he  has  something  in  com¬ 
mon  with  Jesus. 

The  same  is  true  for  the  rest  of  us.  God 
sent  his  son  to  live  and  suffer  as  a  human 
with  us.  In  that  way  we  have  something 
in  common  with  Christ. 

If  we  could  generate  an  excitement 
about  Christ’s  once  being  like  us,  maybe 
then  we,  like  David,  would  be  more  moti¬ 
vated  to  share  what  we  know  with  others. 

For  me,  at  least,  seeing  my  son’s  excite¬ 
ment  about  the  Gospel  gives  a  new  mean¬ 
ing  to  Christ’s  words:  "Remember  this! 
Whoever  does  not  receive  the  Kingdom  of 
God  like  a  child  will  never  enter  it.” 

-DOUGLAS  CANNON 


and  crude  instruments  often  used  by  des¬ 
perate  women  of  the  past. 

Several  times  during  periods  of  seri¬ 
ous  health  problems,  doctors  would  warn 
me,  “Don’t  get  pregnant."  I  would  ask, 
“Will  you  help  me  if  I  do?”  But  the  an¬ 
swer  always  was  "Don’t  get  pregnant.” 

Abstinence  was  the  only  sure  solution, 
and  that  is  hard  on  a  marriage.  Fearful 
women  for  generations  often  have  been 
called  unloving  and  frigid. 

I  work  with  the  Religious  Coalition  for 
Abortion  Rights,  a  national  organization 
composed  of  31  religious,  inter-faith 
mainline  religious  groups  that  support 
the  legal  option  of  abortion.  I  believe 
God  gives  people  the  power  to  make  re¬ 
sponsible  decisions  to  improve  their 
quality  of  life  as  a  human  family. 

Even  as  each  of  our  member  groups 
has  a  deep  reverence  for  the  sanctity  of 
human  life,  an  equally  deep  commitment 
to  freedom  of  conscience  and  self-deter¬ 
mination  is  held.  Members  of  the  coali¬ 
tion  don’t  always  know  what  is  absolutely 
right  or  wrong. 

We  as  women  still  agonize  over  our  re¬ 
lationships  and  monthly  menstrual  cy¬ 
cles,  but  now  we  have  the  freedom  to 
make  our  own  decisions,  painful  as  they 
may  be. 

I  received  a  letter  recently  from  a 
woman  who,  in  spite  of  the  use  of  two 
contraceptives  by  her  and  her  husband 
(some  of  us  can’t  take  the  pill),  became 


pregnant  and  was  forced  to  abort,  for  se¬ 
vere  health  reasons.  The  teachings  of  her 
faith  and  her  church  opposed  it. 

She  wrote:  “I’m  convinced  some  of  our 
most  difficult  decisions  cause  pain,  but 
that  only  makes  us  all  the  more  moral. 
Only  amoral  people  and  institutions  can 
live  by  rules  and  regulations  without 
feelings  and  empathy." 

We  take  risks  to  allow  freedom  of 
choice,  even  those  of  us  who  painfully  re¬ 
main  childless. 

Our  legislators  must  take  risks  to  re¬ 
main  neutral  in  this  very  complex  issue 
where  there  is  no  scientific  or  religious 
consensus.  If  legislators  oppose  abortion 
personally,  they  must  support  improved 
family  planning  and  economic  conditions 
to  help  each  pregnancy  be  a  wanted  one. 

Women  bear  the  responsibility  still,  as 
they  have  throughout  my  lifetime. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  Nancy  Conners 
is  a  member  of  Brookhaven  CMC,  Mor¬ 
gantown,  W.Va.  (West  Virginia  con¬ 
ference).  Annabelle  Kenward  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Marks  UMC  in  Sacramento, 
Calif.  (Calif or nia-Nevada  conference ). 

Readers  may  submit  articles  (three 
typed,  double-spaced  pages  maximum 
length)  to  "Here  I  Stand,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

How  might  encounter  go 
on  road  to  Emmaus  today? 


By  J.  MURRAY  KIDD 
The  Biblical  account  of  the  famous 
walk  along  the  road  to  Emmas  tells  of 
two  followers  of  the  risen  Christ  who 
met  him  along  the  way  but  “were  kept 
from  recognizing  him.” 

As  they  walked 
along  together,  he 
explained  passages 
of  Scripture  in  an  in¬ 
spiring  way,  and  lat¬ 
er  broke  bread  with 
them.  “Then  their 
eyes  were  opened, 
and  they  recognized 
him.”  Murray  Kidd 

The  thought  occurred  to  me:  What 
would  have  happened  with  Cleopas  and 
his  companion  (whom  we  call  Josiah)  if 
they  were  to  be  thrust  into  today’s  set¬ 
ting  under  the  same  circumstances? 
Maybe  one  of  two  things: 

1.  The  two  followers  climbed  into  their 
car  for  the  drive  to  Emmaus,  seven 
miles  from  Jerusalem.  Along  the  way 
they  saw  an  individual  standing  by  the 
road,  facing  them  as  they  approached. 

“Probably  a  hitchhiker,”  said  Cleopas. 
“Shall  we  pick  him  up?" 

Josiah  replied:  “He  has  a  good  face, 
but  I’m  afraid  it  may  be  too  dangerous. 
You  never  know.  Keep  on  driving.” 


And  so,  a  historical  occurrence  never 
came  to  be,  the  victim  of  humanity’s 
criminal  nature  and  technological  “pro¬ 
gress.” 

2.  The  two  followers  were  jogging 
along  the  country  road  to  Emmaus  when 
they  overtook  a  stranger  who  was  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  same  direction.  They  slowed  to 
match  his  pace,  and  Cleopas  said:  “How 
are  you  today?  All  right,  I  suspect.  Obvi¬ 
ously  you  don’t  feel  the  need  for  aerobic 
stimulation.” 

Then  Josiah  said:  “He  seems  to  be  in 
perfect  health  already.  In  fact,  there’s 
something  radiant  about  him.” 

The  followers  then  found  themselves 
more  deeply  stimulated  by  the  ensuing 
conversation  than  by  the  jogging. 

So  it  was  that  Biblical  history  was  en¬ 
abled  to  flower  a  little  more,  both  cur¬ 
rently  and  for  countless  generations  to 
come. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  J.  Murray  Kidd,  is  a  member  of 
Munger  Place  UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas 
(North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


New!  A  set  of  8  student  books ...  a  48-session 
series  supplemented  by  videocassette  to  help  you 
answer  the  question  Jesus  asked  Peter: 

“Who  do  you 
say  that  I  am?” 


•  Jesus  Christ  is  a  48-sessi^h  study 
published  in  eight  student  books,  each 
containing  six  sessions. 

•  Single-volume  Teacher  Book  and  set  of 
five  videocassettes  also  available. 

•  Set  of  eight  student  books  can  be 
purchased  together  in  a  slipcase,  or 
individually  as  needed. 

•  Jesus  Christ  will  help  your  adult  class 
understand  the  details  of  the  life  of 
Jesus  as  disclosed  by  the  biblical  record. 

•  Jesus  Christ  can  present  many  adults 
with  their  first  opportunity  since  they 
were  children  to  study  the  life  of  Christ. 

"Who  do  you  say  that  I  am?"  Each  of  us 

must  answer  that  question  for  ourselves. 

Jesus  Christ — used  in  church  school,  in 

adult  study  groups,  at  retreats  or  in  other 


special  settings,  or  for  individual  reading, 
study  and  use — can  help  every  adult  find 
the  answer. 

For  more  information  or  to  order,  see  the 
September,  October,  November  issue  of 
Forecast,  Cokesbury's  quarterly  catalog  of 
Sunday  school  materials. 

Or,  contact  the  Cokesbury  Service  Center 
serving  your  area: 


Cokesbury 


1661  N.  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge.  IL  60068  •  Phone  312/299-4411 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 

201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202  •  Phone  615^749-6113 
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UMs  differ  on  NCC,  U.S.  roles  in  religious  liberty  parley 


Edmund  Robb  Leroy  Hodapp 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

WASHINGTON  — Old  animosities 
about  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
broke  into  a  public  battle  between  prom¬ 
inent  United  Methodists  here  April  16 
during  and  following  an  international 
Conference  on  Religious  Liberty. 

Ironically,  the  council  was  not  directly 
involved.  Council  leaders  had  declined 
invitations  either  to  co-sponsor  or  speak 
at  the  two-day  conference  that  opened 
with  a  speech  by  Secretary  of  State 
George  Shultz  and  closed  with  an  ad¬ 
dress  by  President  Reagan. 

But  the  council,  because  of  its  very  ab¬ 
sence-conference  leaders  called  it  a 
“boycott”— became  almost  as  much  the 
target  of  some  panelists  as  did  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Iran  or  other 
nations  that  openly  repress  religion. 

Meeting  called  on  short  notice 

The  conference  was  convened  on  what 
its  co-sponsoring  groups  admitted  was 
short  notice.  Co-sponsors  were  the  U.S. 
Department  of  State,  the  Institute  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Democracy,  the  American 
Jewish  Committee,  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Evangelicals,  the  Anti-Defama¬ 
tion  League  of  B’nai  B’rith  and  the 
Jacques  Maritain  Center  at  Notre  Dame 
University. 

Conspicuously  missing  from  that  spon¬ 
sorship,  besides  the  National  Council, 
which  represents  31  Protestant  and  Or¬ 
thodox  denominations,  were  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference  and  the  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  Evangelistic  Association.  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham  and  the  Catholics  received  their 
own  share  of  criticism  from  some  speak¬ 
ers  or  from  some  in  the  audience  of  about 
200  people  from  17  countries. 

The  only  participant  who  openly  iden¬ 
tified  himself  with  the  National  Council 
was  United  Methodist  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  of  the  Indiana  Area.  Responding 
early  to  criticisms  that  the  council  had 
turned  down  invitations  to  participate 
and  that  council  officials  had  been  “plead¬ 


ed  with”  to  attend,  Bishop  Hodapp  said, 
“No  one  pleaded  with  me  to  attend.  I  am 
here  of  my  own  free  will  and  am  glad  to 
be  a  participant.” 

Bishop  Hodapp,  who  did  not  attend 
as  an  official  council  representative, 
said  he  has  served  10  years  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council’s  Governing  Board. 

Immediately  following  the  meeting, 
Bishop  Hodapp  wrote  identical  letters  to 
top  officials  of  two  of  the  main  co-spon¬ 
soring  bodies— the  State  Department’s 
Bureau  of  Human  Rights  and  Humani¬ 
tarian  Affairs  and  the  Institute  for  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Democracy. 

The  institute,  which  had  top  officials 
on  three  of  the  conference’s  four  panels, 
is  a  longtime  open  and  harsh  critic  of  the 
National  Council.  The  council,  in  turn, 
has  insisted  that  the  institute  represents 
essentially  conservative  interests  and  is 
especially  aligned  with  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration. 

Letter  voices  concern 

In  his  letters  to  the  institute’s  presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb,  United 
Methodist  evangelist  from  Texas,  and  to 
State  Department  Assistant  Secretary 
Elliott  Abrams,  Bishop  Hodapp  said: 

“On  almost  every  panel  (during  the 
conference)  the  IRD  representative  used 
the  occasion  not  so  much  to  address  is¬ 
sues  of  religious  liberty  as  to  attack  the 
NCC. 

“From  my  standpoint  this  raises  seri¬ 
ous  questions  about  our  American  princi¬ 
ple  of  separation  of  church  and  state. 
The  IRD  has  every  right  to  attack  the 
NCC,  but  when  it  is  done  in  a  conference 
co-sponsored  by  the  State  Department, 
moral  and  ethical  questions  immediately 
are  evoked .... 

“When  church  and  state  organically 
join  in  a  conference  room  of  the  State 
Department  to  caricature  and  then  cas¬ 
tigate  other  religious  groups  who  are  not 
even  present,  then  the  question  of  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  in  America  becomes  a 
high  agenda  item  ....  The  issues  at 


stake  are  far  too  serious  to  have  them 
submerged  in  a  sea  of  political  maneu¬ 
vering,  especially  when  it  is  as  open  and 
blatant  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  two 
days  in  Washington.” 

Absence  regretted 

Mr.  Robb  told  the  Reporter  he  regret¬ 
ted  that  the  National  Council  had  been 
missing  from  the  conference.  He  said 
difficulties  getting  a  firm  date  for  Mr. 
Reagan’s  appearance  resulted  in  invita¬ 
tions  being  sent  late,  including  one  to 
council  General  Secretary  Arie  Brouwer. 

(Mr.  Brouwer,  in  a  letter  dated  April  3 


to  Assistant  Secretary  Abrams,  com¬ 
plained  that  he  had  been  listed  in  a  pre- 
conference  mailout  sent  on  the  institute’s 
stationery  as  a  participant  even  though  he 
had  not  been  invited  at  that  point.  He  also 
noted  “a  touch  of  irony  in  a  conference  on 
religious  liberty  being  co-sponsored  by  an 
agency  of  the  state  and  selected  religious 
groups.”  He  said  long-standing  commit¬ 
ments  on  both  conference  dates,  April  15- 
16,  prevented  his  accepting  the  invitation 
dated  March  22). 

The  U.S.  Catholic  Conference,  a  na¬ 
tional  organizaton  of  American  Catholic 
bishops,  “boycotted”  the  conference,  Mr. 


Robb  said,  although  Catholic  Archbishop 
James  Hickey  of  Washington  gave  the 
opening  invocation. 

Mr.  Robb  also  said  he  had  failed  in  an 
effort  to  reach  Mr.  Graham  to  invite  him 
personally. 

Speakers  attack  council 

During  the  meeting,  United  Methodist 
layman  David  Jessup  was  one  of  two 
scheduled  speakers  who  attacked  the 
National  Council  directly  He  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  so-called  “Jessup  Report”  to 
the  1980  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Both  Reader’s  Digest  and  the 
CBS  News  program  "60  Minutes”  ac¬ 
knowledged  using  the  report  as  back¬ 
ground  for  their  controversial  article 
and  feature  critical  of  the  National  Council. 

He  said  participants  came  back  from 
a  1984  council-sponsored  trip  to  the  Sovi¬ 
et  Union  insisting  that  Americans  must 
“build  bridges  to  Soviet  churches"  and 
that  to  build  such  bridges,  Westerners 
must  "recognize  the  positive  aspects  of 
Soviet  system." 

The  Rev.  Billy  Graham  also  paid  a 
high  "admission  price"  for  his  1984 
preaching  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union,  Mr. 
Jessep  said.  That’s  because  Soviets  de¬ 
mand  that  visitors  “help  perpetrate  the 
great  lie"  that  there  is  religious  freedom 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 

“The  cause  of  religious  freedom  suf¬ 
fers  as  more  U.S.  Christians  conclude 
that  the  situation  is  not  so  bad  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  because  Billy  Graham  said 
so,”  Mr.  Jessup  said. 

One  other  speaker,  Dr.  Peter  Reddaway 
from  the  London  School  of  Economics, 
also  attacked  the  National  Council.  Dr. 
Reddaway  particularly  faulted  a  two-hour 
documentary  by  NBC  News  produced  in 


1983-84  in  cooperation  with  the  council 
and  titled  “The  Church  of  the  Russians.” 

Dr.  Reddaway  called  the  production  “a 
mosaic  of  half-truths  and  outright  lies” 
and  asked  how  both  NBC  and  the  council 
could  "swallow  those  Soviet  lies.” 

Behavior  ironic 

Mr.  Robb  said  it  struck  him  as  “iron¬ 
ic”  that  a  “peace  conference”  in  Moscow 
in  1982,  “obviously  in  cooperation  with 
the  Soviet  government,"  had  been  at¬ 
tended  by  some  of  the  same  National 
Council  representatives  who  declined  in¬ 
vitations  to  the  conference  here. 

Diane  Knippers,  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman  and  an  institute  staff  mem¬ 
ber,  provided  the  Reporter  a  partial  list 
of  those  who  attended  the  Moscow  con¬ 
ference  at  the  invitation  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church.  The  contingent  includ¬ 
ed  Mr.  Brouwer,  Mr.  Graham  and  at 
least  two  United  Methodists,  the  Rev. 
James  Will  of  the  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  faculty  and  lay- 
woman  Carol  Pendell  of  California. 

“We  are  dumbfounded  that  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  this  unprecedented  conference  on 
religious  liberty  has  become  an  issue,” 
Ms.  Knippers  said.  “We  at  IRD  are  de¬ 
lighted  to  speak  on  that  subject  any  time 
we  can. 

“Bishop  Hodapp’s  complaint  about  co- 
sponsorship  would  be  legitimate  if  the 
conference  were  concerned  with  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  as  only  a  domestic  issue. 
But  this  conference  was  clearly  con¬ 
cerned  with  international  issues.  It  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  religious  communi¬ 
ty  of  this  country  to  encourage  our  gov¬ 
ernment  to  move  in  this  basic  area  of 
human  rights.” 


UM  missionaries  in  salary  crisis 

Global  Ministries  board  rejects  cuts ,  adopts  unbalanced  [faith  budget 


President  lends  support 


to  church  freedom  effort 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  — President  Reagan 
and  Secretary  of  State  George  Shultz 
lent  the  administration’s  highest  support 
to  an  international  Conference  on  Reli¬ 
gious  Liberty  here  April  15-16  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  above). 

Mr.  Shultz  welcomed  the  gathering  in 
a  State  Department  conference  room 
and  described  religious  liberty  as  “the 
most  basic  of  human  needs.” 

Mr.  Reagan  closed  the  conference, 
speaking  to  a  packed  audience  in  a  small 
theater  in  the  Executive  Office  Building 
next  door  to  the  White  House.  He  said 
any  government  that  does  not  permit  re¬ 
ligion  to  flourish  is  “an  enemy  to  man¬ 
kind,  for  it’s  attempting  to  ban  what  is 
most  beautiful  in  the  human  heart.” 

Mr.  Reagan  cited  Nicaragua  as  an  ex¬ 
ample,  saying  its  Sandinista  government 
is  “attempting  to  discredit  and  split  the 
church.”  The  president  said  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  verbal  message  from  Pope  John 
Paul  II  “urging  us  to  continue  our  efforts 
in  Central  America.” 

Mr.  Reagan  is  seeking  congressional 
approval  of  an  additional  $14  million  to 
support  rebel  troops  in  Nicaragua. 

Other  speakers  represented  a  variety 
of  nationalities  and  academic  or  religious 
specialties.  Nations  they  cited  most  fre¬ 
quently  as  oppressors  of  religion  were  the 
Soviet  Union  (oppressing  Jews,  evangeli¬ 
cals,  Eastern  Rite  Catholics),  Iran  (Ba¬ 
ha’is),  Egypt  (Coptic  church),  Greece 
(Pentecostals),  South  Africa  (any  religion 
that  criticizes  the  white  majority  govern¬ 
ment)  and  Afghanistan  (Moslems). 

Suggestions  on  how  religious  repression 
internationally  might  best  be  confronted 
ranged  from  outright  attacks  on  the  re¬ 
pressive  governments  to  quiet  diplomacy. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
United  States  was  criticized  frequently 
for  failing  to  participate  in  the  conference 
(see  related  story).  The  World  Council  of 
Churches  was  criticized  for  its  “silence” 
about  religious  oppression  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  the  Rev.  Billy  Graham  was 
criticized  for  his  1984  remarks  about  Sov¬ 
iets  having  religious  freedom. 

One  who  attempted  something  of  a 
mediating  position  between  the  critics 
and  both  the  National  Council  and  the 
Graham  organization  was  Rabbi  Marc 


Ronald  Reagan 


Tanenbaum  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee. 

Rabbi  Tanenbaum,  moderating  the  fi¬ 
nal  panel,  said  he  knew  from  an  hour- 
long  phone  conversation  with  ‘‘my 
trusted  friend,  Billy  Graham,"  that  Mr. 
Graham  had  told  members  of  the  Soviet 
Politburo  that  if  they  wanted  detente, 
the  most  impact  they  could  have  would 
be  to  assure  religious  liberty  for  Soviet 
citizens.  But  Mr.  Tanenbaum  said  those 
efforts  had  not  been  reported  in  the  U.S. 
press. 

"We  can’t  judge  Graham— or,  for  that 
matter,  the  NCC— solely  by  news  head¬ 
lines  and  reports,”  he  said. 

No  attempts  were  made  at  precise 
meanings  of  religious  freedom  or  oppres¬ 
sion,  but  no  one  challenged  the  definition 
by  the  Rev.  Arthur  E.  Gay,  immediate 
past  president,  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals.  He  said  that  religious  free- 
90m  “is  given  by  God  and  protected  by 
the  state.” 

The  conference  attempted  no  public 
statement  of  its  own.  A  group  met  infor¬ 
mally  immediately  following  the  confer¬ 
ence  to  discuss  possible  next  steps. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Address 


City/ST/ZIP _ _ _ 

College/Grad  when? _ 

DM485 


Called? 


Do  you  feel  God’s  special  call  to  the 
ministry?  Consider  Asbury  Seminary,  the 
first  name  in  preparing  men  and  women  for 
service  as  world  Wesleyan  leaders.  Pro¬ 
grams  leading  to  M.Div.,  Th.M.,  M.A.R., 
D.Min. 


Write  or  call  Jack  Lindberg,  Director  of  Admissions 
Asbury  Seminary,  Wilmore,  KY  40390 
(606)  858-3581 


□  Mr.  □  Miss  □  Mrs. 
Name _ _ 


□  Send  my  free  “MEMO  TO:  The  Called" 
I  plan  to  enroll  (when?) _ 


David  L.  McKenna,  Ph  D 
President 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Further  reports  on 
the  spring  meeting  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  will  appear  in  next 
week’s  issue. 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Continued  funding  of 
United  Methodism’s  overseas  missionar¬ 
ies  is  in  a  "significant  crisis,"  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  missions  agency  was  warned 
last  week. 

Local  congregations  are  not  sending 
enough  money  through  Advance  Special 
gifts  to  maintain  the  present  number  of 
missionaries,  officials  said. 

And  a  special  appeal  a  year  ago  for  $2 
million  to  send  additional  missionaries 
to  new  positions  has  been  virtually  igJ 
nored.  United  Methodists  have  given 
only  $17,000  toward  that  goal. 

“Frequently,  we  have  heard  that  the 
church  is  prepared  to  increase  giving  for 
missionary  personnel,  but  this  has  not 
been  borne  out  by  the  receipts,”  said 
Richard  L.  Vreeland,  treasurer  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
World  Program  Division. 

Steps  taken  to  increase  gifts 

The  board  voted  to  instruct  all  its  di¬ 
rectors  to  contact  their  bishops  about  the 
need  to  encourage  local  congregations  to 
help  pay  salaries  of  the  some  600  persons 
in  overseas  missions. 

The  board  later  expanded  the  request 
to  include  missionaries  in  the  United 
States  who  also  are  being  inadequately 
supported  through  Advance  Specials,  di¬ 
rectors  said. 

Congregation  leaders  can  call  the 
board  office  in  New  York  (212-870-3600) 
or  their  own  annual  conference  head¬ 
quarters  for  help  in  picking  out  one  or 
more  specific  missionaries  to  help  with 
their  salaries. 

Less  than  5  percent  of  congregations 
do  that,  even  though  direct  congrega¬ 
tional  support  through  Advance  Specials 
is  supposed  to  be  the  major  source  of 
missionary  pay. 

Global  Ministries  will  conduct  a  first- 
of-its-kind  convocation  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence  missions  secretaries  in  September 
to  try  to  improve  communications  about 


missionary  needs. 

Directors  approved  what  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  an  especially  unbalanced  bud¬ 
get  for  1986  in  order  not  to  cut 
missionary  positions. 

The  budget  was  called  a  “faith”  budget 
because  it  is  dependent  on  UM  congrega¬ 
tions  giving  $1  million  more  (a  20  percent 
increase)  toward  missionary  salary  sup¬ 
port  than  they  did  last  year.  A  one-time 
$500,000  grant  from  the  Women’s  Division 
(United  Methodist  Women)  will  cover  the 
rest  of  the  salary  shortfall. 

Critical  mission  needs  unmet 

Besides  worrying  about  how  to  contin¬ 
ue  present  personnel  commitments  to 
colleague  churches  overseas,  Global 
Ministries  officials  can’t  fill  critical  new 
mission  needs,  the  Reporter  was  told  by 
Peggy  Billings,  chief  executive  of  the 
World  Division. 

The  $2  million  Emerging  Personnel  and 
Program  Needs  appeal  launched  last 
spring  was  to  have  allowed  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  send  missionaries  to  new  places 
already  identified  by  overseas  churches 
and  Global  Ministries  staff  as  critically 
needing  U.S.  personnel,  she  said. 

Hospitals  with  no  doctors  were  to  have 
had  a  doctor  by  now,  Ms.  Billings  said. 
And  theological  professors,  desperately 
needed  to  teach  a  fast-growing  clergy 
corps  in  places  like  Africa,  were  to  have 
been  sent. 

When  the  appeal  was  announced  last 
year,  the  $2  million  was  to  put  about  50 
more  missionaries  in  the  field.  But  sev¬ 
eral  factors  now  cause  officials  to  feel 
the  $2  million  will  ensure  a  three-year 
salary  for  about  20  missionaries,  Ms. 
Billings  said.  About  25  percent  of  the 
money  would  be  for  non-personnel  pro¬ 
jects  overseas,  she  said. 

Missionary  cuts  ‘wrong  signal’ 

The  World  Division  finance  committee 
considered  a  staff-prepared  budget  that 
would  have  cut  45  present  missionary 
positions,  the  Reporter  was  told  by  the 
Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame  of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  committee  chairman. 

That  was  based  on  congregations’  pre¬ 
sent  level  of  missionary  support. 

“The  committee  had  a  struggle  be¬ 


tween  those  who  thought  we  couldn’t  risk 
expecting  congregations  to  give  more 
and  those  who  thought  we  couldn’t  risk 
cutting  our  missionaries,”  Dr.  Goodgame 
said. 

In  the  end,  the  committee  unanimous¬ 
ly  decided  that  pulling  back  missionaries 
would  be  the  wrong  signal  to  send  to  the 
church,  he  said. 

For  some  time,  Global  Ministries  has 
been  criticized  by  some  parts  of  the 
church,  particularly  the  "evangelical” 
Good  News  caucus,  for  the  large  reduc¬ 
tion  in  missionaries  over  the  last  15 
years. 

Last  spring  many  of  those  critics 
formed  a  separate  missionary-sending 
agency  called  the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists.  Shortly  thereafter 
Global  Ministries  directors  said  they 
were  committed  to  expanding  the  num¬ 
ber  of  missionaries,  too. 

Missionary  support  ‘flat’ 

In  1984,  for  the  third  consecutive  year, 
missionary  salary  support  through  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  remained  flat  at  $4.9  mil¬ 
lion,  Mr.  Vreeland  said. 

Because  missionary  costs  continue  to 
rise,  he  said,  the  same  amount  of  money 
supports  fewer  missionaries. 

A  year  ago,  directors  also  approved  a 
“faith"  budget,  hoping  that  congrega¬ 
tions  would  break  the  seeming  $4.9  mil¬ 
lion  barrier.  The  board  counted  on  an 
additional  $700,000  in  Advance  gifts  to¬ 
ward  the  $9.7-million  missionary  salary 
expense. 

None  of  the  extra  money  came  in, 
though,  throwing  the  division  into  a 
scramble  for  emergency  funds.  (The 
UMC’s  World  Service  fund  and  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  board  also  support 
salaries.) 

Missionary  expenses  account  for  about 
60  percent  of  the  World  Division’s  bud¬ 
get. 

A  large  number  of  persons  approached 
by  the  Reporter  here  were  nearly  unani¬ 
mous  in  saying  they  believe  United 
Methodists  really  do  want  to  expand 
their  service  to  the  world  through  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Why  the  dismal  financial  response? 

Several  board  directors  told  the  Re¬ 


porter  they  fear  the  low  response  is  an 
indication  of  a  lack  of  trust  in  Global 
Ministries  to  send  the  kind  of  missionar¬ 
ies  some  congregations  want  to  send. 

Other  directors,  however,  said  they 
feel  Global  Ministries  simply  has  done  a 
poor  job  of  communicating  its  mission¬ 
ary  program  and  needs. 

Some  annual  conference  missions  sec¬ 
retaries,  here  as  guests  of  the  board,  said 
they  knew  little  about  the  $2  million  ap¬ 
peal  and  said  it  probably  was  destined  to 
fail  because  it  asked  people  to  give  to  a 
"pool.”  They  said  experience  has  shown 
churches  respond  well  only  to  giving  to 
specific  missionaries. 

Several  director  and  staff  leaders  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  some  churches  interest¬ 
ed  in  supporting  a  missionary  were  told 
last  year  there  weren’t  any  missionaries 
left  who  needed  support.  The  mistake 
was  caused  by  technical  confusion,  the 
leaders  said.  They  said  changes  have 
been  made  to  allow  churches  to  relate 
directly  with  missionaries  through  the 
Emerging  Personnel  appeal. 

Pastors  to  receive  board 
pleas  opposing  rebel  aid 
Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Pastors  of  all  United 
Methodist  congregations  were  to  have 
received  mailed  pleas  early  this  week  to 
oppose  continuing  U.S.  aid  to  rebels 
fighting  the  Nicaraguan  government. 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  approved  a  resolution  on  "The 
Military  and  Economic  War  Against 
Nicaragua”  April  19  with  no  dissent.  Di¬ 
rectors  then  voted  to  send  a  copy  to  all 
church  pastors  to  ask  them  to  act  imme¬ 
diately.  The  board  also  sent  some  150 
mailgrams  to  annual  conference  leaders 
urging  acts  of  opposition  to  rebel  aid. 

The  resolution  affirms  a  similar  one 
passed  earlier  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  (see  UMR,  April  5). 

Global  Ministries  also  called  on  chair¬ 
men  of  U.S.  Senate  and  House  foreign  re¬ 
lations  committees  to  ask  for  a  ruling  by 
the  attorney  general  on  legality  of  U.S. 
government  efforts  to  block  a  loan  to 
Nicaragua  from  the  Inter-American  De¬ 
velopment  Bank. 


Black  pastor’s  appointment  stands  despite  opposition 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

EVANSVILLE,  Ind. -Bishop  Leroy 
Hodapp  of  the  Indiana  Area  says  his  ap¬ 
pointment  last  month  of  a  black  minister 
to  an  all-white  congregation  stands— de¬ 
spite  threats  from  some  members  that 
they  will  leave  the  church  if  the  desig¬ 
nated  pastor  fills  the  pulpit  in  June. 

The  Rev.  Charles  "Hutch”  Hutchinson, 
51,  Bloomington,  Ind.,  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  was  appointed  to  serve  as  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  Old  North  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Evansville,  a  650-member  church  169 
miles  southwest  of  Bloomington. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  choice 
was  announced,  a  petition  was  circulat¬ 
ed  calling  for  Bishop  Hodapp  to  recon¬ 
sider  the  appointment  because  of  the  Mr. 
Hutchinson’s  "lack  of  experience”  in  the 
parish  ministry.  Race  was  not  mentioned. 

Estimates  that  "at  least  one-third"  of 
the  active  membership  would  leave  the 
church  if  Mr.  Hutchinson  came  prompt¬ 
ed  Bishop  Hodapp  to  write  each  of  the 
petition  signatories  a  letter  asking  to  meet 
with  them  April  13  at  the  Evansville  church. 

The  church’s  pastor-parish  relations 
committee  had  earlier  approved  the  ap¬ 
pointment  by  a  5-2  vote  with  one  absten¬ 
tion,  said  Jim  Steele,  Indiana  conference 
information  director. 

Bishop  Hodapp  told  the  dissenters  he 


did  not  intend  to  reconsider  the  appoint¬ 
ment  and  later  told  the  Reporter,  “It’s 
the  kind  of  appointment  that  is  long 
overdue.” 

“Hutch  has  been  first  in  a  lot  of  things, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  ability  to  han¬ 
dle  this,”  the  bishop  added. 

Jesse  Dunville,  a  lay  leader  in  the 
church  and  instigator  of  the  petition, 
said  he  opposed  Mr.  Hutchinson  because 
the  minister  lacked  experience  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  church. 

"It  takes  a  lot  more  than  good  preach¬ 
ing  to  run  a  church  this  size,  and  I  don't 
think  Hutch  has  had  the  experience,”  Mr 
Dunville  said. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  who  has  preached  at 
Old  North  UMC  twice  in  the  past  several 
years,  came  to  Indiana  from  Alabama  in 
1977  to  work  as  associate  director  of  the 
South  Indiana  conference  council  on 
ministries.  He  has  spent  about  10  of  his  25 
years  in  the  ministry  in  local  churches. 
The  rest  of  the  time  he  has  spent  in  ad¬ 
ministrative  posts. 

“My  concern  is  for  Old  North  to  move 
ahead,  and  frankly.  Hutch  is  black,  and 
people  are  probably  going  to  have  trou¬ 
ble  communicating  with  him,”  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ville  said. 

However,  Cletus  Davis,  chairman  of 
the  pastor-parish  relations  committee, 
told  an  Evansville  newspaper,  “This  is  a 
positive  step  for  our  congregation.  It 


shows  Old  North  is  alive  and  well  and 
ready  to  accept  the  challenge  of  the  '80s 
rather  than  living  in  the  past.” 

He  said  he  was  "surprised  ...  but 
pleasantly  surprised  at  the  appointment.  ” 
Mr.  Davis  added,  “I’ve  heard  him  preach 
twice,  and  they  were  two  of  the  finest  ser¬ 
mons  I  have  ever  heard.” 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said  he  expected  the 
opposition,  "but  I  never  thought  it  would 
get  out  of  hand  like  it  has,”  referring  to 
the  petition  and  the  families  who  have 
threatened  to  leave. 

“What  I’m  going  through  is  nothing 
new,"  said  the  Alabama  native  who  was 
active  in  the  civil  rights  movement  of 
the  ’60s.  “In  fact,  I  think  maybe  God 


The  United  Methodist  Homes  for  the  Aging  of  the 
Wyoming  Conference  seeks  a  chaplain,  preferably 
Methodist,  for  its  Elizabeth  Church  Manor  facility 
Elizabeth  Church  Manor  is  in  the  Southern  Tier  of 
New  York  State.  Qualified  person  should  be  certi¬ 
fied  as  a  Fellow  in  the  College  of  Chaplains,  grad¬ 
uate  of  an  accredited  seminary,  successfully 
completed  at  least  four  quarters  of  CPEs,  have  ec¬ 
clesiastical  endorsement  and  have  a  minimum  of 
four  years  as  a  chaplain  with  administrative  expe¬ 
rience.  Salary  range  $26,000-532.000.  depending 
upon  experience  Liberal  benefits  package.  Send  I 
resume  and  letter  of  interest  to: 

Judy  Walker,  Administrative  Assistant 
Elizabeth  Church  Manor,  863  Front  St. 
Binghamton,  NY  13905 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


looked  down  and  said,  ‘Hutchinson  has 
stood  the  storms  before.  He  can  stand 
them  again.’  ’’ 

Much  of  the  initial  concern  arose  when 
the  appointment  was  made  and  church 
members  did  not  know  what  was  going 
to  happen  to  their  present  minister,  the 
Rev  Keith  Carlile,  Mr.  Steele  said.  Two 
weeks  later  it  was  announced  that  Mr. 
Carlile  would  become  superintendent  of 
the  Bloomington  District. 

Mr.  Carlile  said  there  has  been  a  "tre¬ 
mendous  spirit”  of  reconciliation  in  the 
congregation  since  the  trouble  began. 
“People  are  saying  let’s  keep  the  bridges 
open  so  that  people  can  come  back,”  he 
said. 
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Medical  advances  prompt  debate  Delegates  eye  status 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— One  day  before 
an  interfaith  symposium  on  ethics  and 
new  medical  technology  at  Bellarmine 
College  here,  Jack  C.  Burcham  became 
the  third  person  to  have  a  mechanical 
heart  placed  in  his  chest  by  surgeons  at 
nearby  Humana  Hospital  Audubon. 

Mr.  Burcham ’s  doctors  said  the 
April  14  experimental  implant  of  the 
Jarvik-7  "blood  pump”  was  the  retired 
62-year-old  railroad  engineer’s  last 
hope  for  a  longer  life. 

On  the  day  following  Mr.  Burcham’s 
implant,  270  clergy,  doctors  and  nurses 
by  coincidence  gathered  to  listen  to 
religious  scholars  and  health-care  pro¬ 
fessionals  debate  the  future  of  the  type 
operation  performed  only  hours  earli¬ 
er-including  whether  the  controver¬ 
sial  implant  should  have  a  future  at  all. 

Some  of  the  participants  were  not 
certain  the  medically  extraordinary 
and  expensive  operation— costing  more 
than  $100,000  with  no  guarantee  of  suc¬ 
cess— was  worth  it. 

"I  find  it  most  problematic  to  justify 
the  further  all-out  use  of  the  artificial 
heart,”  said  the  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson, 
a  United  Methodist  and  director  of  the 
Institute  of  Religion  at  the  Texas  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  in  Houston. 

Implants  causing  false  hope? 

Dr.  Nelson,  former  dean  of  United 
Methodist  related  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology,  questioned  whether 
the  artificial  heart  transplants,  with  the 
“Superbowl  publicity”  they  have 
received,  might  not  be  encouraging 
“false  hope”  in  society. 

“Cardiac  machines,”  he  said,  "prom¬ 
ise  forestalling  of  death  but  only  for  a 
few  and  for  a  short  period  of  time." 
Consequently,  Dr.  Nelson  said,  me¬ 
chanical  heart  implants  do  not  meet 
the  basic  Christian  test  of  being  a 
"just”  and  “prudent”  form  of  steward¬ 
ship  of  scarce  resources. 

Life  lived  “in  covenant  with  the  com¬ 
munity  and  with  God,”  Dr.  Nelson  said, 
requires  such  stewardship.  It  all  boils 
down  to  a  matter  of  the  "exotic  care  of 
the  few  versus  the  conventional  care  of 
many,”  he  said. 

But  Dr.  Isaac  Franck,  an  expert  in 
Jewish  ethics  from  Georgetown  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Washington,  D.C.,  had  a  dif¬ 
ferent  view  of  the  kind  of  operation  Mr. 
Burcham  had  just  undergone. 

“This  new  (artificial  heart)  technol¬ 
ogy  is  another  case  of  God-ordained 
human  ingenuity  that  should  be  wel¬ 
comed,”  Dr.  Franck  said.  “Its  pro- 


of  women  ministers 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Dr.  Isaac  Franck  (second  from 
left),  an  expert  on  Jewish  ethics  from  Georgetown  Uni¬ 
versity,  explains  his  feelings  about  the  ethical  questions 
raised  by  advances  in  medical  technology.  Listening  are 


Dr.  Allan  Lansing  (left),  the  Rev.  Richard  McCormick 
and  the  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson. 
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gress  should  be  blessed  as  a  way  of  col¬ 
laborating  with  the  Almighty.” 

Because  human  life  is  sacred,  Dr. 
Franck  said,  it  always  is  “required” 
that  efforts  be  made  to  prolong  liv¬ 
ing-even  if  that  means  further  suffer¬ 
ing. 

Jewish,  Christian  ethics  differ 

A  Georgetown  colleague  of  Dr. 
Franck,  Roman  Catholic  ethicist  Rich¬ 
ard  McCormick,  pointed  out  that  there 
was  a  “real  difference  between  Jewish 
and  Christian  ethics— particularly  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  ethics— on  the  matter  of 
using  technology  to  prolong  human 
life.” 

The  "sheer  accumulation  of  minutes 
and  hours  to  human  life  is  not  a  Roman 
Catholic’s  understanding  of  dying  well,” 
Mr.  McCormick,  a  priest,  said. 

For  that  reason,  Mr.  McCormick 
said,  somewhat  facetiously,  it  is  "very 


hard  to  get  a  Jew  off  of  a  respirator 
but  very  easy  to  remove  a  Roman 
Catholic.” 

The  three  representatives  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  were  joined  in  the 
discussion  of  ethical  issues  posed  by  ar¬ 
tificial  hearts  and  other  new  medical 
technology  by  Dr.  Allan  Lansing,  chair¬ 
man  and  director  of  Humana  Heart  In¬ 
stitute  International. 

Humana,  a  for-profit  health-care 
corporation  based  in  Louisville,  is  pro¬ 
viding  funding  for  a  limited  number  of 
experimental  mechanical  heart  im¬ 
plants. 

Operations  experimental 

Dr.  Lansing  said  he  frankly  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  experimental  nature  of  the 
implants  to  the  patients.  He  said  their 
families  were  informed  in  detail  of  the 
operation’s  known  risks. 

Mr.  Burcham  and  the  previous  two 


implant  recipients  at  Humana  were 
told  that,  because  the  surgery  was  ex¬ 
perimental,  any  benefit  they  might  re¬ 
ceive  was  secondary  to  resulting  gains 
in  medical  knowledge,  Dr.  Lansing 
said. 

Patients  who  agree  to  the  high-risk 
surgery  do  so  because  their  only  other 
choice  is  to  die  within  a  short  time,  Dr. 
Lansing  said. 

The  April  15  symposium  on  “Reli¬ 
gious  Ethics  and  Medical  Experimen¬ 
tation”  was  sponsored  by  the 
Kentuckiana  Interfaith  Community,  an 
interreligious  agency  of  Protestants, 
Roman  Catholics  and  Jews  serving  the 
Louisville  metropolitan  area. 

In  recent  months,  Louisville  has  been 
the  focus  of  worldwide  attention  be¬ 
cause  of  medical  experimentation,  par- 
ticularly  in  heart  surgery,  heart 
transplants,  artificial  implants  and  the 
use  of  heart  assist  equipment. 


By  JUDITH  WEIDMAN 
Religious  News  Service 
LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  Earlier 
this  month  here  forty-two  clergy  and 
lay  women  professionals  from  10  denom¬ 
inations  took  stock  of  women  ministers 
in  the  church. 

The  meeting  was  sponsored  by  the 
Commission  on  Women  in  Ministry  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Partici¬ 
pants  included  women  executives  re¬ 
sponsible  for  programs  related  to 
women  ministers  in  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  and  representative 
clergywomen  serving  parishes  and  vari¬ 
ous  specialized  settings. 

Though  several  of  the  participating 
denominations  have  ordained  women 
since  the  1950s  and  even  earlier,  the  look 
back  was  15  years— about  the  time 
women  began  entering  seminaries  in  sig¬ 
nificant  numbers— and  forward  15  years 
to  the  end  of  the  century. 

The  Rev.  Ann  DuBois,  an  executive 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church’s  Vocation 
Agency,  described  the  meeting  as  “an 
opportunity  to  look  back  and  create  a 
collective  future.” 

Using  a  case  study  approach,  the  par¬ 
ticipants’  input  became  the  data  for 
special  attention  to  five  areas:  ethnic 
women  in  ministry,  spiritual  survival  for 
women  in  jninistry,  feminist  models  for 
clergy  leadership,  sexuality  in  ministry 
and  denominational  strategies  for  accep¬ 
tance  of  women  ministers. 

Marilyn  Breitling,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  executive  with  responsibility  for 
clergywomen  and  lay  women  in  the  de¬ 
nomination,  said  she  had  become  aware 
more  than  ever  of  how  issues  for  women 
“cut  across  lay  and  clergy.” 

Commitment  to  unite  ordained  and  lay 
women  in  a  common  agenda  in  the 
church  and  culture  was  a  recurring 
theme  throughout  the  meeting. 

“Second  generation”  issues  were  evi¬ 
dent  in  other  topics  since  all  of  the  de¬ 
nominations  had  ordained  women  at 
least  since  1976,  when  the  Episcopal 
Church  made  it  official.  There  was  even 
some  talk  of  burnout  by  pioneers  like  the 
Rev.  Linda  Daniels  Block,  co-pastor  with 
her  husband  of  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  Cole  Camp,  Mo.  She 
said  the  nearest  clergywoman  to  her  is 
more  than  three  hours  away. 

The  Rev.  Kristan  Burkert,  a  member 
of  the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oak  Grove,  Ore.,  noted  the  di¬ 
lemma  of  feminists  who  put  all  their 
energies  into  “fixing  the  patriarchal 
structure,  but  we  haven’t  been  able  to 
make  the  structure  feed  us.” 

The  Rev.  Kathy  Nickerson,  an  execu- 


Making  connections 

Hispanic  women  seek  better  ways  to  communicate  their  concerns  to  church,  each  other 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Hispanic  United  Methodist 
women  need  to  find  better  ways  to  ex¬ 
change  ideas  among  themselves  and 
make  their  concerns  known  within  the 
denomination. 

So  said  some  150  Hispanic  United 
Methodist  women  from  across  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  including  Puerto  Rico.  They 
were  participants  here  April  12-14  in  the 
first  national  consultation  for  Hispanic 
United  Methodist  women. 

This  need  for  better  communication 
arises,  they  said,  from  a  feeling  of  isola¬ 
tion  and  a  lack  of  voice  within  the  de¬ 
nomination— and  even  their  local 
congregations. 

Geographical  separation  of  concentra¬ 
tions  of  Hispanic  congregations  and,  for 


many  women,  separation  from  other  His¬ 
panic  women  by  virtue  of  membership  in 
predominantly  Anglo  congregations  have 
contributed  to  a  sense  of  isolation,  consul¬ 
tation  organizers  said.  Closely  related, 
they  said,  are  Hispanic  cultural  patterns 
that  subordinate  women. 

To  overcome  these  feelings  and  im¬ 
prove  information  flow,  participants 
recommended  a  quarterly  newsletter  for 
Hispanic  United  Methodist  women,  a  na¬ 
tional  consultation  like  the  one  in  Dallas 
at  least  every  four  years  and  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  Hispanic  women’s  caucuses  in 
each  of  the  denomination's  five  regional 
jurisdictions. 

Women  not  well  accepted 

Hispanic  women  have  not  been  well 
accepted  as  leaders  and  clergy  in  His¬ 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  for 
2.000-member  suburban  church  with  active,  grow¬ 
ing  congregation.  Proved  experience  in  youth  min¬ 
istry  desired  Salary  negotiable  Position  available 
June  1985  Send  resume  with  current  photo  to 
Bradford  Dinsmore.  Lake  Magdalene  United 
Methodist  Church,  13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd., 
Tampa.  FL  33618. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Montgomery. 
AL.  New  position.  2,500  members.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  6150,  Montgomery.  AL  36194 

DCE-750  MEMBER  CHURCH  Start  July  1.  Con¬ 
tact  Pastor.  Chapelwood  UMC,  Box  69,  Lake  Jack- 

CAMP  MANAGER,  GLEN  LAKE  CAMP,  position 
open  Sept.  1,  1985.  For  information  or  application 
form,  contact  Claus  H  Rohlfs  Jr.,  P.  O.  Box  205, 
CoUeyville.  TX  76034 

FUI.  AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  Oct  4.  Los 
Angeles  connection  Gold  Coast.  Alice  Springs, 
Ayers  Rock.  Phillip  Island.  Much  more  Bess  Lou- 

POSITION  OPEN  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Hen- 

derson  Settlement,  Red  Bird  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence  Responsible  for  supervision,  fund  raising, 
administration  of  total  program.  Requires  bache¬ 
lor's  degree  minimum  plus  several  years  proved 
administrative  skills  and  experience  Inquiry  dead¬ 
line  1  month  following  this  advertisement  Send  re- 
sume  and  requests  for  applications  to  Henderson 
Settlement,  P  O  Box  205.  Frakes.  KY  40940 

COME  WITH  US  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND!  Nov.  12- 
20.  1985.  Ten-day  deluxe  Biblical  tour  for  only 
$1,299  Rev  Roberta  L.  Williams,  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  9  N  Main  St.,  Mansfield.  MA 
02048  (617)  339-3560  Write  for  brochure  Arrange¬ 
ments  by  Travelink  Tours,  International. 

ALASKA.  14-DAYS  CRUISE /TOUR,  Aug.  8-22, 
1985,  from  Philadelphia  (or  your  city-price  quotes 
given).  Includes  4 '/j  days  on  Rotheraamplus  UMC 
institutions  visits.  Experienced  tourleaaers.  Free 
brochure.  Dr  Cecil  P  E.  Pottieger,  241  E.  Third 

St..  Media.  PA  19063  (215)  566-5987  or  3172. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  need 
for  2,000-member  suburban  church  with  over  650 
attendance  in  Church  school.  Master's  degree  and 
at  least  three  years  experience  in  church  of  more 

than  1,000  members  preferred  Salary  negotiable. 
Position  available  May  or  June  1985  Facilities 
and  program  expanding  Over  240  new  members 
yearly  Send  resume  with  current  photo  to  Brad¬ 
ford  Dinsmore,  Lake  Magdalene  United  Methodist 
Church,  13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa.  FL 
33618 

SOUTH  PACIFIC-ORIENT  Sept  23  New  Zealand, 
Australia.  Singapore,  Bangkok,  Hong  Kong  Bro¬ 
chure  available.  Dr  Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis, 
Dallas.  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026.  | 

THE  PERFECT  GIFT— Advance  orders  now  be¬ 

ing  accepted  for  prestige  edition  of  ''The  Best  of 
the  Bible."  an  anthology  of  365  best-known  verses 
from  the  beloved  King  James  version  One  verse 
on  each  page  for  daily  reading.  Inspirational,  in¬ 
structive,  worshipful.  Large  padded  cover  book, 
suitable  for  placement  in  hallways,  on  coffee  ta- 
bles  or  other  places  of  notice  in  home  or  business 
Turn  to  a  new  Scripture  each  day  and  leave  it  ly¬ 
ing  open  To  debut  this  fall  at  $39  95  in  bookstores 
Advance  copies  available  postage-paid  by  mail  for 
$19.95  each.  Perfect  Way  Publishing  Inc.,  Box  1. 
Lovington.  NM  88260 

FOR  SALE  40  USED  CHILDREN  S  CHOIR  robes 
Deep  red  with  separate  white,  reversible  to  gold, 
stoles  Make  offer  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  201  Monroe,  Jefferson  City.  MO  65101 
(314)635-6886 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
for  3,000-member  church  Experienced  lay  or  cler¬ 
gy  person  to  implement  youth  program  Salary 
15K  to  20K.  Master's  degree  preferred.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  John  Ward.  Central  United  Protestant 

MINISTERS.  CHURCH  SCHOOL  TEACHERS'Jry 

FOR  SALE:  WALNUT  CHURCH  FURNITURE 

Call  (219)  396-2864  or  (219)  625-4624 

Eileen* Schneider  Short  scripts  (for  two  puppets i 
on  each  Old  Testament  book  *7 .90  from  Fairway 
Press,  Drawer  L,  Lima,  OH  45802 

NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM:  "Growing  With 

Today's  Children  "  From  Family  Education  En¬ 
terprises,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690 
Palm  Ave..  La  Mesa,  CA  92041  $10  text  and  guide 

FOR  SALE:  Walnut  Church  Furniture.  Call  (219) 
.396-2864  or  (219  )  625-4634 

WANTED.  MISSION  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  A 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  be¬ 
ginning  summer  '85  600-member  church  Estab¬ 
lished  programs  for  all  ages  Must  work  well  with 
volunteers.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Write 
for  job  description  and  application:  First  UMC,  400 
East  St  S  ,  Talladega,  AL  35160 

ticing  Christian  Executive  Director  Must  have  com¬ 
petency  in  applications  of  sound  business  and  per 
sonnel  management  principles  Needs  experience 
working  with  alcohol  and  drug  abusers  and  physi¬ 
cally,  socially  and  economically  disadvantaged  per¬ 
sons  College  degree  desired  but  not  mandatory 

JOIN  UNITED  METHODIST  PILGRIMAGE  to 

3490,  Bryan,  TX  77805. 

London  and  Amsterdam  Depart  from  either  Chi¬ 
cago  or  New  York;  Aug.  7-19  Air  fare  chargeable 
Contact:  Third-time  tour  host  Dr.  J  Otis  Erwin. 
7659  Cregier,  Chicago  60649  (312)  768-3489 

FOR  SALE  BUSINESS  COMM  II  5/16  Telephone 
System  complete  Two  years  old  Contact  Norine 
Altman,  St.  Matthew  UMC,  1200  Moreland  Drive, 
Belleville,  IL  62223  (618)  397-5994 

panic  congregations  or  even  in  the  cau¬ 
cus  that  tries  to  advance  Hispanic 
interests  within  the  denomination,  said 
the  Rev.  Lydia  Salazar  Martinez,  the 
consultation  coordinator.  She  cited  as  an 
example  a  national  Hispanic  conference 
in  Los  Angeles  a  few  years  ago  that  had 
virtually  no  women  leaders. 

“I  felt  left  out,”  Ms.  Martinez  recalled. 
“They  (organizers  of  the  Los  Angeles 
conference)  said,  ‘We  don’t  have  women 
(who  can  lead).’ 

“It’s  great  to  see  the  depth  of  gifts  and 
graces  (for  leadership)  of  the  women 
here— to  know  that  they  exist,”  she  said. 

Hispanic  women  handled  all  the  lead¬ 
ership  at  the  Dallas  meeting,  said  Ms. 
Martinez  of  the  Rio  Grande  conference. 

The  need  for  such  a  consultation  was 
first  expressed  in  1982  by  a  small  group 
of  women  meeting  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
who  wanted  to  establish  a  communica¬ 
tions  network  to  promote  the  status  and 
role  of  the  Hispanic  woman  in  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

Consultation  organizers  said  they  tried 
to  involve  a  representative  cross  section 
of  Hispanic  United  Methodist  women  in 
the  meeting.  Participants  included  both 
women  who  had  never  been  away  from 
the  local  church  and  women  involved  be¬ 
yond  the  local  level  and  familiar  with 
the  structure  of  denominational  agen¬ 
cies.  Delegates  came  from  both  predom¬ 
inantly  non-Hispanic  churches  as  well  as 
from  Hispanic  congregations. 

The  consultation  program  combined 


worship  and  theological  reflection  with 
workshop  sessions  in  which  participants 
considered  topics  affecting  the  Hispanic 
United  Methodist  woman:  her  inner  life, 
her  role  in  the  contemporary  church, 
racism  and  sexism,  human  dignity,  com¬ 
munication,  justice,  world  peace,  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  refugees,  violence, 
social  evils  and  individual  and  communi¬ 
ty  self-determination. 

In  small-group  sessions  organized  by 
region,  participants  discussed  the  impli¬ 
cations  of  the  event  and  formulated  rec¬ 
ommendations  to  present  to  the  entire 
group  of  what  they  would  like  to  see  hap¬ 
pen— generally  in  the  local  church— as  a 
result  of  the  consultation. 

Actions  draw  applause 

Although  better  communication  was 
the  most  prevalent  concern  to  surface, 
two  resolutions  that  drew  enthusiastic 
applause  concerned  human  rights: 

•  “Since  we  have  been  made  aware  of 
the  violations  of  human  rights,  we  resolve 
to  send  to  all  means  of  communication  our 
protest  of  intervention  by  the  United 
States  government  in  the  self-determina¬ 
tion  of  Central  and  South  America.” 

•  "Since  we  have  been  made  aware  of 
the  needs  of  our  brothers  and  sisters 
fleeing  oppression,  we  support  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement.” 

As  an  identification  with  Hispanic 
women  in  other  countries,  the  consulta¬ 
tion  participants  designated  the  offering 
taken  at  the  concluding  worship  service 


Reporter  wins  3  awards 
in  newspaper  competition 


Tour  Rome,  Greece 

Cruise  Greek  Isles  Sept.  8-21  with  expe¬ 
rienced  host.  Exceptional,  all-inclusive 
tour-cruise  from  Houston  for  $2,309. 
Contact:  Rev.  Jesse  Adams,  Box 
808,  Taft,  TX  78390,  (512)  528-2131 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON -The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  won  two  top  awards  and  one 
honorable  mention  here  in  annual  com¬ 
petition  sponsored  by  the  Associated 
Church  Press. 

Judges  gave  the  Reporter  the  national 
association’s  award  of  merit  for  best 
graphics— photography,  illustrations,  ty¬ 
pography— by  a  newspaper  and  cited  a 
story  by  Associate  Editor  Roy  Howard 
Beck  as  the  year’s  best  feature  story  in  a 
newspaper. 

Mr  Beck  won  for  his  story  on  the 
United  Methodist  “peace  machine,”  also 
known  as  the  TRAG  (transportation  ag¬ 
riculture),  developed  by  layman  Earl 
Miner  of  Marshfield,  Mo.  The  judges’ 
commentary  said  Mr.  Beck’s  article 
"has  drawn  readers’  attention  to  a  pro¬ 
ject  in  which  small  gifts  really  do  seem 
to  make  a  big  difference." 

Mr.  Beck  also  won  honorable  mention 
in  the  category  of  in-depth  coverage  of  a 
single  subject  for  his  stories  throughout 
1984  on  formation  of  the  new  alternate 


Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists. 

Other  United  Methodist  publications 
also  were  honored  by  the  press  associa¬ 
tion.  New  World  Outlook,  magazine  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
won  three  awards— the  award  of  merit 
for  a  special  report  on  world  hunger,  a 
similar  merit  award  for  one  of  its  regu¬ 
lar  departmental  sections  and  an  honor¬ 
able  mention  for  use  of  photography. 

Christian  Home,  a  quarterly  magazine 
issued  by  The  Upper  Room  section  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  won  an 
honorable  mention  for  improvement  in 
appearance. 

Two  other  publications  edited  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergymen  won  top  awards. 
The  Christian  Century,  edited  by  the 
Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  received  the  covet¬ 
ed  general  excellence  award  for  non- 
denominational  publications,  and  the 
International  Bulletin  of  Missionary  Re¬ 
search,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Gerald  Ander¬ 
son,  won  an  award  of  merit  for  theo¬ 
logical  reflection. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


A  new  dimension  in  church  stationery  Raised 
priming  that  looks  like  engravmo  Beautiful1  Write 
lor  kit  showing  quality  type  laces  colors  and 
prices  Ash  about  our  calling  card  service 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  leach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS . 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER  I  Introductory  Kit  J15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas.  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


tive  with  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  . 
said  that  the  church  and  feminism  are ., 
inseparably  linked  for  her.  “I  couldn’t  ,, 
accept  feminism  without  the  church,"  . 
she  explained.  “And  I  couldn’t  accept  the  , 
church  without  feminism." 

Comparing  notes  on  denominational  . 
strategies  for  acceptance  of  women  in  •» 
ministry  was  a  major  concern  of  most  of 
the  women  present  but  not  at  the  ex- 
pense  of  social  justice  issues.  Racism, 
militarism,  classism  and  ecology  were 
only  a  few  of  the  interlocking  concerns 
raised 'during  the  three-day  event. 

The  dual  issues  of  race  and  sex  for 
ethnicclergywomen  came  in  for  major 
attention. 

The  importance  of  influencing  theo¬ 
logical  education  was  an  area  of  concen¬ 
tration  in  a  session  on  feminist  models  of  1 
leadership  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Lynn 
Rhodes,  a  staff  member  at  Pacific 
School  of  Religion  at  Berkley. 

Participants  in  a  group  on  sexuality  in 
ministry  led  by  the  Rev.  Ann  Naylor,  an 
executive  with  the  United  Church  of 
Canada,  concluded  that  the  church, 
doesn’t  deal  with  sexuality  very  well  in  * 
general,  let  alone  the  special  problems 
of  women  ministers.  “Power  issues” 
such  as  time  off  for  pregnancy  have  be¬ 
come  major  problems  for  some  women 
ministers,  it  was  noted. 

The  format  also  included  attention  to 
related  issues  such  as  women’s  music, 
literature  and  humor.  Final  strategy  ses¬ 
sions  focused  on  three  topics:  relations 
between  men  and  women,  spirituality 
for  ministry  and  politics. 

Pulpit  mentor 
Ronald  Sleeth 
dies  at  age  64 

Compiled  From  News  Services 

DENVER-The  Rev.  Ronald  E. 
Sleeth,  professor  of  preaching  at  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  and  author  of  six  books  on  preach¬ 
ing,  died  at  his  home  here  April  11  at  age 
64. 

Before  coming  to  Iliff  in  1981,  Dr. 
Sleeth  had  served  as  president  of  West 
Virginia  Wesleyan  College  in  Buckhan- 
non  and  on  the  faculties  of  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.;  Vanderbilt  University  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas. 

The  Charleston,  W.Va.,  native  had  just 
completed  work  on  his  seventh  book 
about  preaching  shortly  before  his  death. 
Titled  “God’s  Word  and  Our  Words,"  the 
work  is  to  be  published  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture. 


to  buy  medicine  for  a  women’s  hospital 
in  Nicaragua.  The  money  will  be  sent 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

Actions  to  be  taken 

A  planning  committee  is  to  meet  soon 
to  develop  ways  to  implement  the  con¬ 
sultation’s  recommendations  and  deter¬ 
mine  how  those  actions  might  influence 
denominational  agencies,  Ms.  Martinez 
said. 

That  panel  will  try  to  develop  a  theol¬ 
ogy  of  Hispanic  women,  Ms.  Martinez 
said.  That  theology  is  to  embody  “not 
just  another  perception  but  our  percep¬ 
tion  as  having  experienced  many  injus¬ 
tices,”  she  said. 

Further,  the  committee  is  to  make  an 
information  packet  and  video-tape  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  consultation  events  avail¬ 
able  in  Spanish  and  English  for  local 
churches,  annual  conferences  and  gener¬ 
al  agencies.  The  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  is  to  serve 
as  distribution  agent. 

The  commission  helped  with  the  plan¬ 
ning,  funding  and  coordinating  the  Dal¬ 
las  consultation.  Other  funds  came  from 
the  General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  His¬ 
panic  caucus  and  the  ethnic-minority 
missional  priority  program  of  the  1980- 
1984  quadrennium. 


’  COLORADO  SPRINGS  CO  80401 


"You  Could  Be  A 
Blessing  To  Maria" 


MARIA  was  born  June  20,  1981,  in  In¬ 
dia.  Her  father  was  killed  and  the  moth¬ 
er  works  hard  to  try  to  support  the 
family.  In  desperation,  the  mother 
brought  Maria  to  the  Christion  orphan¬ 
age,  seeking  help. 

YOU  CAN  HELP: 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  only  $13  a 
month — less  than  44(  a  day.  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  is  a  Christian,  non-profit 
organization,  approved  by  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  so  all  donations  are  tax  deduc¬ 
tible.  In  1984,  WCI  sent  90.4%  of  funds 
received  on  overseas  for  the  children's 
food,  clothing  and  other  needs.  The  chil¬ 
dren  are  fed  spiritually  as  well  as  phy¬ 
sically. 

YOU  WILL  RECEIVE: 

Each  sponsor  receives  full  Information 
on  the  child  which  includes  name,  ad¬ 
dress.  photo  and  case  history.  The  spon¬ 
sor  can  write  the  child  if  he  wishes.  The 
WCI  staff  keeps  the  sponsor  informed 
about  the  child's  progress  through  regu¬ 
lar  reports  and  letters. 

WRITE  TODAY: 

Won't  you  write  today  and  request  the 
sponsorship  of  a  needy  child  like  Maria? 
This  month  children  are  available  for 
sponsorship  in  Mexico,  Guatemala, 
Korea.  Malaysia  and  India.  Let  us  pray¬ 
erfully  select  one  for  you  to  help. 

Please  write: 
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I 
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I 

I 
I 

Enclotod  l»  payment  tor  first  month  I 

I 

t - , 


-  I 

I 

- I 

I  T”  I 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box  | 

2979,  Winter  Hoven,  Fla.  33880.  I 

_ I 
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Sojourners: 


Conservative  theology,  radical  social  stands 
attract  young  adults  from  many  traditions 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON -At  his  recent  first 
press  conference  as  U.S.  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral,  Edwin  Meese  III  was  immediately 
asked  by  NBC-TV  about  reported  sur¬ 
veillance  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  In¬ 
vestigation  of  a  Christian  group  here. 

The  question  was  about  Sojourners,  a 
popular  radical  Christian  magazine 
based  here  in  a  50-member  ecumenical 
community.  The  March  15  news  confer¬ 
ence  shed  light  on  a  group  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  both  supporters  and  critics,  is 
having  a  major  effect  on  American 
churches— and  drawing  increasing  fire 
from  conservative  allies  of  the  Reagan 
administration. 

While  living  and  ministering  to  people 
in  one  of  the  poorest  neighborhoods  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  members  of  So¬ 
journers  have  inspired  and  taken  the 
lead  in  many  of  the  most  visible  and  in¬ 
novative  social-action  campaigns  taking 
root  in  American  churches.  The  efforts 
have  confronted  Reagan  administration 
domestic  and  foreign  policies. 

In  growing  numbers,  evangelicals, 
mainline  Protestants,  Roman  Catholics 
and  members  of  the  charismatic  renew¬ 
al  have  been  drawn  to  the  magazine’s 
unique  calls  for  radical  social  stands 
rooted  in  conservative  theology,  person¬ 
al  faith,  spirituality  and  the  Bible. 

“What  we’re  talking  about,  simply,  is 
a  return  to  Jesus,”  said  Jim  Wallis,  lead¬ 
er  of  Sojourners  and  ex-1960s  student 
radical  who  underwent  a  religious  con¬ 
version  before  starting  the  magazine  in 
1971.  “It’s  a  call  to  conversion— a  turn¬ 
ing  away  from  placing  our  trust  in 
wealth  and  weapons  and  putting  our 
trust  in  God.” 

Revivals  planned 

Influenced  by  Mr.  Wallis’  evangelical 
upbringing,  Sojourners  plans  to  launch 
nationwide  preaching  campaigns  next 
fall  styled  after  the  19th  century  evan¬ 
gelical  “revivals”  that  railed  against 
slavery  and  other  social  ills  and  called 
on  people  to  turn  to  Jesus. 

Sponsored  by  local  church  councils 
and  aided  by  the  Billy  Graham  Evange¬ 
listic  Association,  the  Sojourners’  reviv¬ 
als  will  last  three  or  four  evenings  in 
each  of  five  cities. 

The  popularity  and  influence  of  So¬ 
journers  has  derived  from  the  success  of 
its  monthly  magazine.  With  56,000  paid 
subscribers,  it  is  now  one  of  the  nation’s 
largest  ecumenical  Christian  magazines. 

Under  its  original  name,  the  Post- 
American,  it  was  a  specifically  evangeli¬ 
cal  Protestant  publication.  Today,  how¬ 
ever,  roughly  equal  numbers  of  Roman 
Catholics,  mainline  Protestants  and 
evangelicals  read  the  magazine,  Sojourn¬ 
ers  officials  report. 

Sojourners,  however,  is  not  just  the 
name  of  a  religious  publication.  Sojourn¬ 
ers  is  also  a  live-in  community  that  runs 
a  “peace  ministry”  and  a  wider  125- 
member  parish.  Community  members 


live  in  a  number  of  homes  on  and  around 
Euclid  Street  in  Northwest  Washington. 

With  47  full-time  employees  who  work 
for  subsistence  wages,  Sojourners  has  or¬ 
ganized  numerous  social-action  drives  in 
the  churches,  including  the  hundreds  of 
worship  services  and  peace  demonstra¬ 
tions  held  each  June  in  observance  of  the 
Christian  feast  of  Pentecost. 

The  influence  of  Sojourners  was  felt 
on  the  national  scene  last  October  when 
Mr.  Wallis  emerged  as  the  spokesman 
for  a  group  of  200  Christian  and  Jewish 
leaders  who  voiced  alarm  over  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan’s  often-stated  belief  that 
Armageddon,  which  is  the  final  battle 
between  good  and  evil  as  told  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  may  be  imminent. 

In  various  forums,  Mr.  Wallis  declared 
that  the  “Armageddon  theology”  advo¬ 
cated  by  Mr.  Reagan’s  fundamentalist 
Christian  allies  had  “created  a  religious 
sanction  for  the  use  of  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons.” 

The  issue  gained  momentum  and 
emerged  as  a  topic  in  the  1984  presiden¬ 
tial  campaign,  coming  to  light  in  the  Oc¬ 
tober  debates  between  Mr.  Reagan  and 
Democrat  Walter  Mondale. 

Resistance  efforts  backed 

Within  the  churches,  Sojourners  has 
been  the  principal  connecting  point  for 
mounting  efforts  to  move  the  churches 
beyond  traditional  means  of  protesting 
government  policies  and  toward  direct 
resistance,  including  civil  disobedience. 

Sojourners  leads  the  so-called  “Pledge 
of  Resistance”  campaign  in  which,  so 
far,  more  than  50,000  people  have  pledged 
to  engage  in  street  demonstrations  and 
civil  disobedience  if  the  United  States 
“significantly  escalates”  its  military 
intervention  in  Central  America. 

According  to  organizers,  the  pledge 
may  go  into  effect  if  Congress  approves 
the  Reagan  administration’s  request  for 
new  military  aid  to  the  “contras,”  U.S.- 
backed  rebels  trying  to  overthrow  the 
leftist  Sandinista  government  in  Nicara¬ 
gua. 

The  idea  for  the  campaign  originated 
at  a  November  1983  retreat  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  northeast  Pennsylvania  where 
peace  activists  gathered  for  a  weekend 
of  prayer  and  Bible  reading.  Since  then, 
21  organizations— including  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference,  which 
in  the  past  has  limited  its  social  action  to 
domestic  issues— have  joined  in  organiz¬ 
ing  pledges. 

Sojourners  has  also  been  the  principal ' 
promoter  of  the  Witness  For  Peace,  a 
group  that  has  sent  more  than  1,000  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  war  zones  of  Nicaragua  to 
symbolize  Christian  opposition  to  the 
contras  and  solidarity  with  people  under 
attack. 

Mr.  Wallis  said  he  sees  these  and  other 
efforts  as  part  of  a  “rise  of  Christian 
conscience”  that  is  “moving  the  churches 
from  protest  to  resistance.”  In  the  past 
few  months,  he  said  he  had  been  asked 
by  the  leadership  of  the  Episcopal  and 


History  of  Hymns 

Englishman’s  verse  uses 
royal  coronation  imagery 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus’  name! 

Let  angels  prostrate  fall; 

Bring  forth  the  royal  diadem, 

And  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 

These  lines  about  the  coronation  of  Je¬ 
sus  were  written,  not  surprisingly,  by  an 
Englishman. 

Coronations  are  not  a  part  of  Ameri¬ 
can  tradition.  Our  heads  of  government 
are  inaugurated,  not  crowned. 

Magnificent  pageantry  and  much  his¬ 
torical  remembrance  is  involved  in  a 
coronation.  Such  pageantry  provides 
rare  opportunity  for  the  finest  apparel, 
elaborate  decorations,  brilliant  adorn¬ 
ment,  priceless  gems  and  all  the  remind¬ 
ers  of  coronations  past. 

The  lines  of  the  hymn  contain  sugges¬ 
tions  of  royal  pageantry  with  imagery 
from  both  Old  and  New  Testaments. 

Edward  Perronet,  a  descendant  of  Hu¬ 
guenot  refugees  and  the  son  of  an  Angli¬ 
can  minister,  wrote  the  hymn  in  1779. 
First  published  in  that  year  in  an  evan¬ 
gelical  magazine,  the  hymn  was  later  al¬ 
tered  by  John  Rippon,  an  English  Baptist 
minister,  who  added  two  stanzas.  Most 
American  hymnals  use  Rippon’s  version 
of  Perronet’s  hymn. 

Three  tunes  are  associated  with  this 
hymn.  The  first,  "Miles  Lane,"  composed 


by  William  Shrubsole,  appeared  with 
Perronet’s  hymn  when  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished.  In  many  parts  of  the  world,  espe¬ 
cially  in  England  and  Europe,  it  is  the 
sole  tune  for  the  text. 

"Coronation,”  the  tune  most  used  in 
America,  was  composed  in  1792,  by  Oli¬ 
ver  Holden.  A  carpenter  by  trade,  Mr. 
Holden  had  helped  rebuild  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  after  it  had  been  burned  by  the 
British  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  lat¬ 
er  ran  a  general  store,  taught  singing 
schools  and  published  several  collections 
of  songs.  His  tombstone  in  a  Boston  ce- 
metary  is  inscribed  with  the  first  stanza 
of  this  hymn. 

“Diadem,”  the  third  tune,  was  com¬ 
posed  in  1838  by  James  Ellor,  a  hatmak- 
er  by  trade.  After  he  wrote  the  tune,  he 
took  it  to  the  hat  factory  in  Droylsden, 
England,  where  it  was  sung  by  all  the 
workers  and  enthusiastically  received. 

In  parts  of  England  and  America,  "Di¬ 
adem”  may  still  be  heard,  and  it  is  quite 
widely  known  in  South  American  coun¬ 
tries  where  it  is  sung  to  this  text  in  Por¬ 
tuguese  and  Spanish. 

To  whatever  tune  you  sing  this  hymn, 
sing  it  joyfully,  as  is  appropriate  for  a 
coronation  of  our  Lord. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Fight  the  Good  Fight " 


Religious  educators  consider 
multicultural  Sunday  schools 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Sixty  religious  edu¬ 
cation  leaders  from  12  denominations 
and  15  states  gathered  at  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  here  April  11-13  to  discuss  the 
ideal  situation  for  multicultural  Sun¬ 
day  schools  and  other  church-cen¬ 
tered  educational  activities. 

During  the  Consultation  on  Ethnic¬ 
ity  in  Religious  Education,  Scarritt 
officials  announced  that  the  school 
will  house  the  Multicultural  Re¬ 
sources  Center  of  the  Division  of  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Mission  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  Originally  estab¬ 
lished  as  the  Black  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Resources  Center,  the  research 
facility  will  now  reflect  cultural  di¬ 
versity  of  churches  in  the  United 
States. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Foster,  professor 
of  religious  education  at  Scarritt  and 


consultation  organizer,  will  serve  as 
the  center’s  director.  "Its  presence  on 
the  campus  will  be  evidence  of  Scar- 
ritt’s  scholarly  research  and  service 
to  local  congregations  and  parishes 
throughout  the  country,”  Dr.  Foster 
said. 

The  center,  with  3,000  print  and  au¬ 
diovisual  resources,  is  expected  to  be 
open  to  the  public  by  early  fall. 

Participants  in  the  consultation 
heard  four  presentations  based  on 
chapters  of  a  forthcoming  book  on  re¬ 
ligious  education  and  critiques  of  the 
presentations.  Subjects  discussed  in 
the  presentations  ranged  from  mod¬ 
els  of  multicultural  Sunday  schools,  in 
which  intermingled  cultures  retain 
individual  identities,  to  how  the  domi¬ 
nant  Anglo  culture  kept  people  from 
growing. 


Presbyterian  churches  and  by  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  to  address  gatherings 
on  resistance. 

Within  conservative  Protestantism, 
the  movement  represented  by  Sojourn¬ 
ers  has  also  led  to  general  recognition  of 
an  entire  new  category  of  evangelicals  — . 
sometimes  called  the  "radical,”  "young” 
or  ‘*new”  evangelicals. 

A  survey  released  by  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Evangelicals  last  October 
found  that  most  evangelical  colleges  sur¬ 
veyed  "draw  their  guidance”  on  war  and 
peace  issues  chiefly  from  Sojourners. 

This  influence  on  evangelical  campus¬ 
es  is  fitting  because  Sojourners  has  its 
roots  in  Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity 
School  in  Chicago  and  has  been  shaped, 
perhaps  more  than  anything  else,  by  the 
religious  upbringing  of  Mr.  Wallis. 

Reared  in  a  Plymouth  Brethren 
church  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  in  which  his  fa¬ 
ther  was  chief  elder,  Mr.  Wallis  says  he 
lost  his  faith  after  frequent  clashes  with 
the  congregation  over  its  failure  to  resist 
racism  and  later  the  Vietnam  war. 

As  a  student  at  Michigan  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  Mr.  Wallis  was  a  leader  of  the 
1970  nationwide  student  anti-war  strike. 
But  in  his  autobiographical  1983  book, 
“Revive  Us  Again,”  Mr.  Wallis  tells  of 
how  he  became  disillusioned  with  liber¬ 
alism  as  well  as  what  he  viewed  as  the 
hatred  and  violence  of  the  student  move¬ 
ment. 

Jesus  rediscovered 

At  that  point,  he  says,  he  rediscovered 
Jesus  and  the  Bible— as  well  as  his 
Plymouth  Brethren  heritage  with  its 
sense  of  resisting  the  broader  culture. 

After  deciding  to  attend  seminary  at 
Trinity  Evangelical,  Mr.  Wallis  came  in 
contact  with  like-minded  students,  in¬ 
cluding  Joe  Roos,  now  publisher  of  So¬ 
journers. 

In  the  fall  of  1971,  their  second  year  of 
divinity  school,  the  students  published 
the  first  issue  of  the  Post-American.  The 
cover  of  the  issue  shocked  many  in  the 
evangelical  world  by  portraying  a  sor¬ 
rowful  Jesus  wrapped  inside  the  Ameri¬ 
can  flag  above  the  caption,  “And  they 
crucified  him.”  The  point  was  that  Amer¬ 
ican  Christians  have  put  American  values 
above  the  values  of  Christ. 

Although  distinctively  evangelical  in 
its  early  years,  the  magazine  soon  be¬ 
came  influenced  by  figures  outside  evan¬ 
gelicalism,  such  as  the  late  Dorothy  Day, 
leader  of  the  Catholic  Worker  move¬ 
ment.  In  1975,  with  a  growing  ecumeni¬ 
cal  readership,  the  then-20-member 
community— including  Mr.  Wallis’  sister 
Barb  and  her  husband,  Jim  Tamalias, 
and  two  babies— moved  to  a  Washington 
neighborhood  that  had  been  rocked  by 
racial  riots  in  the  1960s. 

At  that  time,  the  Post-American  also 
changed  its  name  to  Sojourners  to  re¬ 
flect  what  the  magazine  called  the  "bib¬ 
lical  metaphor  for  the  people  of  God  who 
are  to  live  in  the  world  as  strangers,  pil¬ 
grims,  aliens  and  sojourners  because  of 
their  loyalty  to  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

Feeling  that  they  should  "live  out” 
what  they  are  asking  the  wider  church  to 
do,  Sojourners  has  chosen  to  live  as  a  re¬ 
ligious  community  and  has  operated 
many  neighborhood  ministries— includ¬ 
ing  Bible  study,  recreational  programs, 
day  care,  tenant  organizing  and  rent 
strikes.  Two  years  ago,  Sojourners  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  house  to  serve  as  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  center. 

Community  members  lead  simple  life¬ 
styles  and  observe  conservative  personal 
and  family  values,  including  a  “commit¬ 
ment  to  marriage  as  the  context  for  sex¬ 
ual  relations,”  said  Mr.  Wallis,  who  is 
not  married.  He  added  that  the  commu¬ 
nity  does  not  “morally  affirm  the  prac¬ 


tice  of  homosexuality.” 

Influence  brings  criticism 

As  its  influence  has  stretched  beyond 
Euclid  Street  and  into  churches  across 
the  country,  Sojourners  has  come  under 
increasing  attack  from  conservatives. 
Accuracy  in  Media,  a  conservative  me¬ 
dia  watchdog  group  here,  has  widely  cir¬ 
culated  an  80-page  report  that  concludes 
Sojourners  has  never  "deviated  from  the 
Soviet  line.” 

Replying  in  its  March  issue  to  this  and 
other  criticism,  Dennis  Marker,  an  assis¬ 
tant  editor  of  Sojourners,  countered  that 
a  quick  survey  by  the  staff  “revealed  at 
least  20  articles  about  repression  in  com¬ 
munist  countries  during  the  period  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  AIM  report.” 

Unexpected  criticism  has  come  from 
an  early  supporter  of  Sojourners  and  for¬ 
mer  Trinity  faculty  member,  Clark  Pin- 
nock.  In  an  interview  in  the  January 
newsletter  of  the  neoconservative  Insti¬ 
tute  on  Religion  and  Democracy,  which 
cited  Sojourners’  “powerful  influence 
within  the  evangelical  churches  in  Amer¬ 
ica,”  Mr.  Pinnock  said  he  ended  his 
association  with  the  magazine  in  1983 
bcause  it  “was  too  ideologically  commit¬ 
ted  and  rigidly  one-sided.” 

Reacting  to  Mr.  Pinnock,  Mr.  Wallis— 
in  a  letter  published  in  the  March  issue 
of  Eternity  magazine— wrote  that,  while 
he  admits  “a  certain  youthful  impetu¬ 
ousness  in  our  student  days,”  the  "ex¬ 
treme,  naive  and  highly  ideological 
position  Pinnock  now  denounces  is  noth¬ 
ing  but  a  caricature  that  borders  on  slan¬ 
der  of  what  any  of  us  ever  believed,  let 
alone  now  believe.” 

The  neoconservative  journal  Catholi¬ 
cism  in  Crisis  ran  a  three-part  series  last 
year  also  attacking  Sojourners’  maga¬ 
zine.  On  the  other  hand,  Sojourners’ 
increasingly  expressed  opposition  to 
abortion  has  also  marked  it  for  criticism 
by  liberal  Christians. 

FBI  surveillance  claimed 

In  addition  to  the  public  attacks,  Joyce 
Hollyday,  30,  associate  editor  and  co¬ 
pastor  of  Sojourners,  said  the  communi¬ 
ty  has  come  to  believe  that  it  is  under 
surveillance  from  the  government  for  its 
political  views,  although  she  said  she  has 
no  hard  evidence. 

Last  fall,  Sojourners  filed  a  report 
with  District  of  Columbia  police  about 
four  well-dressed  men,  one  with  a  cam¬ 
era,  who  were  caught  looking  into  the 
window  of  the  Sojourners  headquarters 
before  6  a.m.  Oct.  27. 

A  staff  member  of  Sojourners  who  had 
dropped  by  the  office  to  pick  up  some¬ 
thing  before  taking  a  trip  out  of  town 
confronted  the  men,  who  then  drove  off 
in  a  car  with  Virginia  license  plate  G- 
306— which  some  suspect  is  a  number 
assigned  to  government  vehicles.  Carl 
Stern,  the  NBC  correspondent  who  asked 
about  the  incident  at  the  Meese  press 
conference,  said  he  had  investigated  it 
and  believes  that  the  men  were  FBI 
agents  but  offered  no  other  details.  Mr. 
Meese  said  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any 
surveillance. 

Apart  from  the  alleged  surveillance 
and  conservative  criticism,  many  sym¬ 
pathetic  to  Sojourners’  views  have  com¬ 
plained  that  the  magazine  is  predictable, 
sometimes  hostile  to  opposing  views  and 
humorless— and  that  its  often  lengthy 
and  heavily  analytical  articles  make  it 
difficult  to  read. 

Sojourners  has  not  been  as  quick  to 
deny  that  criticism.  And  in  January  the 
magazine  introduced  a  new  format.  It 
features  shorter  and  lighter  articles, 
more  stories  about  individual  faith  and 
conversion  and  expanded  news  coverage. 


Orthodox  Easter  celebrated 
MOSCOW — Patriarch  Pimen,  head  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  cele¬ 
brates  an  Easter  service  here  April  14,  the  day  Orthodox  Churches  recalled 
Christ’s  resurrection.  Moscow’s  Epiphany  of  God  Cathedral  was  jammed  for 
the  occasion,  the  greatest  holiday  in  the  Orthodox  Church.  Churches  through¬ 
out  the  Soviet  Union  reportedly  blazed  with  candles  and  brimmed  with  wor¬ 
shipers  this  Easter.  religious  news  service  photo  . 

Book  Review 

Wesleyan  teachings  give 
basis  for  ‘great  revival’ 


“The  Coming  Great  Revival:  Recovering 
the  Full  Evangelical  Tradition”  by  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Abraham;  Harper  and  Row,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.,  1984.  $12.95. 

By  HAROLD  C.  PERDUE 

This  book  will  make  every  reader  hap¬ 
py  yet  make  every  reader  dissatisfied  at 
the  same  time. 

William  J.  Abraham,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  who  teaches  at  Seattle 
Pacific  University  (a  Free  Methodist 
school),  refers  to  this  book  as  a  “tract.” 
He  catalogs  the  failures  of  the  evangeli¬ 
cal  movement  while  calling  for  an  evan¬ 
gelical  renewal  of  the  church. 

Dr.  Abraham  views  the  contemporary 
evangelical  movement  as  the  old  funda¬ 
mentalism  dressed  up  in  modern  clothes. 
Its  leaders  now  speak  in  polite  tones  to 
non-fundamentalists. 

Dr.  Abraham  does  not  believe  that  the 
evangelical  movement  really  escaped 
from  the  ideas  and  ideals  that  made  fun¬ 
damentalism  biblically  and  theologically 
unacceptable  to  the  mainstream  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Christianity . 

Such  spokesmen  as  Billy  Graham, 
Carl  Henry  and  Harold  Lindsell  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  Today  have  found  wide  accep¬ 
tance,  but  their  recent  statements  and 
views  indicated  their  agreement  with 
fundamentalists.  This  book  theorizes 
that  the  seeds  of  self-destruction  for  the 
evangelicals  were  inbred  when  they  nev¬ 
er  rejected  the  narrow  focus  of  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  emphasis  on  inerrancy  and 
the  substitutionary  theory  of  the  atone¬ 
ment. 

As  an  alternative,  Dr.  Abraham  sug¬ 


gests  that  the  help  needed  to  revive  the 
evangelical  movement  can  be  found  in 
the  views  of  John  Wesley.  Especially  im¬ 
portant  are  the  four  foundations  for 
theological  reflection— Scripture,  tradi¬ 
tion,  reason  and  experience— known  as 
the  Wesleyan  quadrilateral. 

There  is  no  claim  for  a  completed  pic¬ 
ture  of  what  this  new  creation  would  be 
like.  In  Dr.  Abraham’s  view,  however, 
the  Wesleyan  impact  could  place  the 
Scriptures  in  a  position  of  high  esteem 
without  sacrificing  intellectual  honesty 
and  scholarly  integrity. 

The  thoughts  of  Wesley  could  widen 
the  evangelical  understanding  of  a  di¬ 
verse  and  pluralistic  theological  spec¬ 
trum,  according  to  Dr.  Abraham.  While 
much  liberal  social  action  has  lost  its 
biblical  roots,  conservative  social  action 
has  narrowly  focused  on  a  few  key  issues 
without  understanding  the  diverse  needs 
of  society. 

The  Wesleyan  concern  for  all  persons 
and  its  willingness  to  work  pragmatical¬ 
ly  could  expand  the  evangelical  agenda 
for  social  action. 

This  alternative  should  intrigue  those 
who  are  a  part  of  the  Wesleyan  tradition. 
Every  contemporary  Wesleyan  will 
agree  with  some  sections.  Other  sections 
of  this  book  will  make  them  uneasy. 

But  it  is  an  exciting  book  to  read.  It  is 
a  tract  for  our  time  that  ought  to  be 
read,  marked  and  inwardly  digested  by 
United  Methodist  and  Wesleyan  leaders, 
both  clergy  and  lay. 

Mr.  Perdue  is  pastor  of  St.  Mark's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas. 


Dear  Deborah 


Having  good  companions  helps  teens  behave 


Dear  Deborah: 

When  I  read  your  letter  (about  the 
teen-ager  who  was  13  but  looked  16),  I 
looked  twice  to  see  who  wrote  it,  for  it 
read  as  if  it  had  been  written  by  my  lit¬ 
tle  friend  who  lives  near  me  and  tells  me 
her  problems. 

Pretty  and  cute,  she  has  looked  16 
since  she  was  12.  She  was  15  on  Feb.  1. 
She  liked  to  have  fun  and  go  out  with 
boys.  She  learned  to  drink  a  little. 

I  have  advised  and  loved  her  and  be¬ 
lieve  I  have  helped.  She  was  "boy  crazy,” 
made  advances,  which  girls  should  not 
do,  like  always  phoning  them  or  going  on 
her  bike  to  their  home. 

At  13  a  guy  teased  until  he  had  his 
way.  Then  when  she  was  drinking  one 

1 1  congregations  join 
‘reconciler’  program 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— Eleven  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  nine  states  have  af¬ 
firmed  the  “reconciling  congregation” 
program  launched  by  United  Methodism’s 
caucus  for  gay  and  lesbian  concerns. 

That  was  reported  here  April  12-14 
during  the  spring  meeting  of  the  "Affir¬ 
mation”  caucus.  Some  two  dozen  people 
attended  the  gathering,  the  first  by  the 
caucus  in  the  denomination’s  nine-state 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

By  joining  the  program,  the  churches 
“affirm  the  participation  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  all  aspects  of  our  life  together.” 

Participating  congregations  were 
Bethany,  San  Francisco,  Calif.;  Central, 
Toledo,  Ohio;  St.  Paul’s,  Denver;  Sunny- 
hills,  Milpitas,  Calif.;  Willingford,  Seat¬ 
tle;  Washington  Square,  New  York  City; 
Wesley,  Fresno,  Calif.;  Wheadon,  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.;  Calvary,  Philadelphia;  and  St. 
John’s.  Baltimore. 


night,  it  happened  again.  She  told  me  re¬ 
cently  how  she  wished  she  had  her  vir¬ 
ginity  back. 

She  now  has  a  boyfriend  who  has  disci¬ 
pline  and  forbids  her  to  drink.  She  has 
resolved  never  to  drink  again.  Maybe  she 
is  old  enough  to  see  and  realize  the  folly 
of  doing  wrong. 

To  do  right  almost  demands  that  one 
associate  with  the  right  boys  and  girls, 
to  give  up  bad  companions  and  not  go  to 
drinking  parties.  The  best  way  is  to  be 
Christian,  maybe  find  better  companions 
at  Sunday  school.  Resolve  to  do  right  and 
fight  the  devil  no  matter  what  it  takes. 

I  raised  a  beautiful  daughter.  One  day  I 
was  warning  her,  telling  her  how  much  I 
wanted  her  to  be  good,  and  she  put  her 
arm  around  my  neck  and  said,  “Mama,  if 
for  no  other  reason,  I’ll  never  hurt  you.” 

One  night  she  had  a  date.  Her  friend 
called  to  say  he  could  not  make  it  but 
was  sending  his  good  friend  to  take  her. 
She  got  into  his  car.  After  the  car  start¬ 
ed,  she  said  she  needed  to  go  back  to  her 
room  and  asked  him  to  drive  around  the 
block  and  come  back. 

When  she  got  out  she  said,  “I’ll  not  be 
back.  I  don’t  go  out  with  anyone  who  is 
drinking.” 

Don’t  think  she  is  a  fuddy-duddy.  She 
is  beautiful,  popular  and  has  had  no  end 
of  proposals.  I  asked  her  brother  why  ev¬ 
ery  boy  she  went  with  wanted  to  marry 
her.  He  replied,  “Because  they  have 
found  a  decent  girl.  That’s  the  kind  a 
man  wants  to  marry.” 

That  was  many  years  ago,  and  she  was 
rewarded  with  a  fine  gentleman  for  a 
husband  and  has  raised  three  children 
she  can  be  proud  of. 

It  pays  to  be  good,  and  one  cannot  do 
wrong  and  get  by.  One  will  pay  sooner  or 
later. 

Marie 

Dear  Marie: 

Your  young  friend  is  very  fortu¬ 


nate  to  have  you  for  counsel.  During 
the  tempestuous  teen-age  years  al¬ 
most  all  young  people  need  some¬ 
one  who  is  outside  the  home  and 
who  can  be  objective  about  situa¬ 
tions  that  arise  between  parents 
and  teen-agers.  Your  young  friend's 
experience  should  prove  of  interest 
to  our  younger  readers  and  their 
parents.  Thank  you  for  sharing  so 
generously. 

Dear  Deborah: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  article 
on  homosexuality.  As  a  homosexual  at  a 
Methodist-affiliated  college,  I  often  meet 
prejudice  and  discriminatory  remarks. 

Last  year  my  school  had  a  program  on 
gay  rights,  and  in  the  name  of  Christ,  these 
people  were  downright  rude.  Whether  or 
not  the  evidence  one  day  shows  that 
homosexuals  cannot  help  the  way  they  are, 
Christians  have  no  business  judging  others. 

I  believe  that  homosexuality  occurs 
because  of  early  socialization,  but  I  can¬ 
not  be  sure.  All  I  know  is  that  I  have  felt 
this  way  for  so  long  and  lam  tired  of 
fighting  the  prejudice  of  others. 

When  I  was  a  young  child  (about  third 


grade),  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Dear  Abby 
asking  about  my  different  feelings.  Deb¬ 
orah,  Abby  never  got  that  letter  because 
my  parents  found  it. 

Today,  I  am  20,  and  my  parents  accept 
me  as  their  son  because  they  know  I  had 
no  control  over  the  situation. 

S. 

Dear  S: 

1  hope  you  thank  God  for  your  un¬ 
derstanding  parents.  You  are  most 
fortunate. 

Each  Christian  must  present  him¬ 
self/herself  before  God  irrespective 
of  the  opinions  and  discrimination  of 
others.  It  doesn't  really  matter  in  the 
long  haul  how  much  we  have  been  ei¬ 
ther  praised  or  vilified  by  our  con¬ 
temporaries.  God's  purpose  matters 
ultimately.  It  is  difficult  to  remember 
that  when  we  are  being  discriminat¬ 
ed  against,  but  we  must  try. 

Thank  you  for  writing  and  sharing. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Response  to  hotline  exceeds  expectations 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
LINCOLN,  Neb. -A  Farm  Crisis  Hot¬ 
line,  sponsored  by  churches  of  Nebraska 
as  part  of  a  larger  cooperative  farm-cri¬ 
sis  ministry,  has  had  twice  as  many  calls 
during  its  first  six  months  as  expected. 

Judy  Dye,  Lincoln,  hotline  telephone 
staff  member,  reported  that  725  had 
been  received,  most  beginning:  "The 
bank  is  foreclosing  on  my  farm." 

Most  calls  dealt  with  legal  concerns, 
and  95  percent  were  placed  by  men,  she 
said. 


Referrals  are  made  to  one  of  10  field 
staff  members  across  the  state  who  in 
turn  work  with  and  refer  farm  families, 
to  legal,  financial  and  mental  health  ser¬ 
vices,  Ms.  Dye  said.  Many  of  the  field 
staff  persons  are  farmers  who  have  ex¬ 
perienced  bankruptcy  themselves. 

Many  of  the  callers  are  also  made 
aware  of  a  rapidly  growing  number  of 
support  groups.  Such  groups,  often  meet¬ 
ing  in  churches,  meet  the  emotional 
needs  of  children  and  youth  as  well  as 
adults,  she  said.  ^ 


-u 


j 


PAGES 


APRIL  26,  1985 


rams  and  Ministries 


erence 


The  Commission  on  Education  of  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Mon¬ 
roe,  has  re-evaluated  and  re-directed 
its  Christian  education  program,  under 
the  leadership  of  Glenn  Jordan.  Area 
goals  and  objectives  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  and  recruiting  efforts  are  under 
way  to  find  a  replacement  for  DCE, 
Doris  Sheppard.  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey 
is  the  senior  pastor. 

The  Charge  Conference  of  Ingleside 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  has  voted  to  purchase  the  three 
lots  and  two  houses  immediately  south 
of  the  Fellowship  Hall,  on  Glenmore 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


Avenue,  for  $92,000.  Rev.  Fred  0. 
Shirley  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

A  seminar,  “Beyond  Empathy"  was 
presented  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  April  25,  by  Dr. 
Ralph  Underwood,  Professor  of  Pasto¬ 
ral  Care  at  Austin  Presbyterian  Semi¬ 
nary.  Information  on  future  training 
events  at  Pendleton  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Department  of  Pastoral  Care 
at  Pendleton,  Paul  Durbin  and  Judy 
Nelson,  chaplains. 

*  *  • 

Mrs.  Gracie  P.  Watson,  the  widow  of 
Rev.  Wilson  L.  Watson,  was  united  in 


marriage  to  Mr.  Earl  F.  Nugent  in 
Ruston,  on  March  9. 

Rev.  George  Phillips,  an  evangelist 
from  the  Louisville  (Kentucky)  Confer¬ 
ence  held  revival  services  at  Blackwa- 
ter  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  April 
21-25.  Rev.  Phillips  is  past  president  of 
the  National  Association  of  Evange¬ 
lists,  according  to  Senior  Pastor,  Larry 
Stafford. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  Emmett  W.  Sims,  Sr.,  Business 
Manager  of  the  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans;  will 
be  honored  at  a  special  “Service  of  Ap¬ 


preciation,”  Sunday,  April  28  at  12:15 
p.m.  Mr.  Sims  is  being  honored  for  his 
untiring  and  unselfish  voluntary  work 
for  Mt.  Zion  over  many  years.  Dr.  Al¬ 
fred  L.  Norris,  Sr.  is  the  pastor. 


Rayne  Memorial  UM  Church,  New 
Orleans,  has  announced  that  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Clerk-Librarian  will  be  phased 
out  following  the  retirement  from  the 
position  of  Louis  Smith.  Also,  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministry 
for  the  church,  Rev.  Henry  Dorsey  will 
soon  be  retiring.  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  is 
Rayne’s  Senior  Pastor. 


Pearce  and  Tripp  to  Lead  Seminar 


Dr.  Robert  Pearce  and  Father  Kevin 
Tripp  will  lead  a  seminar  for  Louisiana 
Pastors  and  Chaplains  on  May  9  and  10. 
The  seminar  will  be  held  at  Maryhill  Re¬ 
treat  Center  in  Pineville.  It  will  begin 
with  lunch  on  May  9  and  will  be  conclud¬ 
ed  with  lunch  on  May  10.  The  seminar  is 
a  cooperative  effort  of  the  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Conference.  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention,  and  the  Louisiana  Chaplains 
Association. 

Dr.  Robert  Pearce  is  Associate  Direc¬ 
tor,  Pastoral  Care  Department,  Southern 
Baptist  Hospital,  New  Orleans.  Dr. 
Pearce  is  a  native  of  Mississippi  and  has 
a  PhD  degree  from  New  Orleans  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary.  He  has  conducted  sem¬ 
inars  and  training  sessions  in  colleges, 
management  groups,  government  agen¬ 
cies,  and  church  groups. 

Dr.  Pearce’s  presentation  will  focus  on 
ways  to  help  those  present  to  understand 
and  minister  to  their  constituency.  His 
specific  topic  will  be  "acquiring  the 
Tools  to  Understand  and  Minister.  ’  ’ 

Father  Kevin  Tripp  is  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Pastoral  Care  of  Our 
Lad^Medical  Center  in  Baton  Rouge.  He 


is  a  native  of  New  Bedford,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  He  is  a  graduate  of  St.  John’s  Col¬ 
lege  He  has  a  Masters  Degree  in 
Theology  from  St.  John’s  School  of  The¬ 
ology  and  also  a  Masters  Degree  in  Li¬ 
turgical  Research  from  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame.  Father  Tripp  is  well  known 
across  the  nation  for  his  perspective  un¬ 
derstanding  of  pastoral  care.  His  topic 
will  be  "The  Spirituality  of  the  Minis¬ 
ter.” 

Chaplain  Joe  Brendler  of  South  Louisi¬ 
ana  Medical  Center.  Houma,  will  be  the 
Dean.  Chaplain  Fred  Clemons  of  Hunt 
Correctional  Facility  is  President  of  the 
Interfaith  Commission  on  Institutional 
Chaplains.  Pastors,  Chaplains,  and  other 
persons  involved  in  pastoral  care  are  in¬ 
vited. 

The  cost  of  the  seminar  will  be  $34.50 
for  double  occupancy  and  $45.00  for  sin¬ 
gle  occupancy.  This  covers  registration 
fee.  lodging,  and  four  meals.  Persons 
who  desire  to  register  may  do  so  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Confer¬ 
ence.  440  North  Foster,  Suite  106,  Baton 
Rouge.  Louisiana  70806,  or  by  calling  the 
LIC  office  (504)  924-0213. 


More  Legislative  Pictures 

Top  Above:  Bishop  Underwood  is  shown  addressing  the  UM  legislators,  Legislative 
Liaison  Committee  and  Cabinet.  Rep.  and  Mrs.  Fox  McKithin  are  immediately  be¬ 
hind  the  bishop.  Lower  Photo:  Rep.  and  Mrs.  A1  Ater  of  Ferriday  visit  with  Dr.  Phil 
Woodland.  To  the  right:  Rep.  Ed.  Scoggins,  left,  is  shown  with  Mrs.  Jo  Wood 
Guidry.  Bishop  Underwood,  Billye  Underwood,  Dr.  Stone  Caraway  and  Mrs.  Carol 
Caraway. 


The  EMLC  Informer 

‘Establishing  Our  Priority  In  Mission’ 


S\ 


y  An  avenue  exists  within  our  ethnically 
^diversified  and  global  denomination.  It 
appears  in  the  ethnic  minority  local 
%  churches.  Their  members  represent  is¬ 
sues  in  housing,  education,  employment. 

income,  cultural  outlets  and  social  sta¬ 
bility.  Their  communities  are  among 
^  those  who  often  register  negatively  the 
v  consequences  of  the  international  ex- 
change  between  nations  and  peoples. 
2  Thus,  the  ethnic  minority  local  churches 
£  depict  dramatically  the  challenges  of 
£  mission. 

£  In  racial  minority  communities  no 
Mother  institution  has  the  resiliency  or  of¬ 


fers  the  range  of  services  to  soul  and 
body,  individual  and  community  as  the 
church. 

Because  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  offer  the  denomination’s  great¬ 
est  growth  potential,  they  represent, 
also,  an  unparalleled  priority  in  evange¬ 
lism.  Because  these  churches  and  the 
communities  in  which  they  often  are  lo¬ 
cated  consistently  experience  the  most 
serious  domestic  and  international  chal¬ 
lenges.  they  offer  an  unparalleled  ave¬ 
nue  for  justice  and  peace  ministries 
Furthermore,  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  offer  the  denomination  an  ave¬ 
nue  to  develop  mutuality  in  mission  with 
the  church  universal. 

Ours  is  a  great  task  and  challenge. 
Let  us  then  be  humble  yet  bold  as  we 
venture  into  this  priority  “Developing 
and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church:  For  Witness  and  Mission.  " 
(Provided  by  Rev.  Roger  Lathan, 
CCOM  Staff) 


United  Methodists  On 
Radio  And  TV 

Lakeview  UM  Minden:  Will  soon  initiate  the  “Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Hour,"  which  will  begin  with  the  Adult  Church  School  Lessons,  produced  by  the 
Conference,  and  followed  with  either  the  talk  shows  provided  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  or  the  ‘‘Louisiana  Methodist  Magazine,”  if  it  is 
in  production.  The  same  tape  will  be  shown  on  Channel  12,  Wednesday  noon 
and  Fridays  at  5:00  p.m. 

First  UM,  Columbia:  Airs  on  radio  6  times  a  week.  Monday-Friday  at  11:30 
a.m.,  on  KCTO  FM  103,  and  Sunday  at  8:30  a.m.  broadcast  of  the  previous 
Sunday’s  message  is  aired  on  KCTO  1540  AM.  At  9:30  a.m.  on  Sundays  the 
message  is  aired  on  KCTO  FM  103. 

Asbury  UM,  Lafayette:  has  a  TV  program  every  Sunday  morning  at  9:00 

а. m.  on  KATC  Channel  3  in  Lafayette.  Tapes  are  available  at  Asbury,  for  each 
Sunday. 

Broadmoor  UM,  Shreveport:  is  using  more  than  one  medium  to  reach 
viewers,  a)  The  TV  Magazine  program  titled,  “Reflections”  airs  weekly  on 
Tuesdays  from  9:30-10:00  a.m.  on  The  Community  Access  Channel,  Cablevision 

б.  Its  market  is  Shreveport,  Bossier  City,  and  New  Orleans.  They  also  advertise 
on  TV,  Radio  and  Billboards,  b)  A  live  Broadcast  on  KTVS  Channel  3,  an  ABC 
affiliate,  3  months  of  each  year.  This  year’s  quarter  includes  March,  April  and 
May.  The  program  airs  every  Sunday  from  11:00  a.m.  until  12:00  a.m.  c)  A  30 
minute  edited  version  of  Sunday's  service  is  aired  on  Cablevision  Channel  6, 
The  Community  Access  Channel,  every  Wednesday  night  at  9:30  p.m. 

If  your  church  is  on  Cablevision,  TV  or  radio,  please  send  us  the  times  and 
call  letters  of  the  stations. 


McGuire  Receives  Heritage  Award 


Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  left  above,  was  named  the  recipient  of  the  Arcadia  Chamber 
of  Commerce’s  First  Annual  "Heritage  Award.”  Sidney  Conger  presents  Dr.  McGuire 
with  an  original  carving  of  a  hummingbird  by  local  artist  Rodney  Cook  in  recognition 
of  the  award. 

The  annual  award  recognizes  a  native  “who  has  distinguished  themselves  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  contributions  to  their  community,  with  an  obvious  impact  on  the  quality 
of  life.” 

r 


Trinity  Shreveport  Treasurer  Honored 

dedicated  service  as  Treasurer  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 

Purdue  '85  Speakers 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma,  will  preach  during  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion  and  lead  the  5,000  men  in  a  special 
communion  service. 

Dr.  Robert  Schuller  of  Garden  Grove, 
California,  will  challenge  the  men  in  his 
positive  way. 

Judge  Gerald  Bard  Tjoflat,  federal 
judge,  Jacksonville,  Florida,  will  speak 
during  the  Saturday  morning  session.  It 
is  at  this  session  that  all  United  Method¬ 
ist  scouters  will  be  honored.  Scouters 
present  are  requested  to  wear  their  uni¬ 
forms. 

Dr.  G.  Ross  Freeman,  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
United  Methodist  Church,  will  present 
the  new  United  Methodist  Men  Spiritual 
Formation  Program,  “A  Spiritual  Jour¬ 
ney  for  Men.”  The  new  program  materi¬ 
als  will  be  given  to  the  men  at  the 
Congress. 

Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  returns  by 
popular  demand  to  challenge  men  to 
ministries  in  their  communities. 

Dr.  Evans  Crawford,  Dean  of  the  Cha¬ 
pel,  Howard  University,  Washington, 
D.C.,  will  bring  the  closing  worship  ser¬ 
mon  on  Sunday  morning. 

At  noon  on  Sunday,  5,000  men  will 
leave  the  Fourth  National  Congress  as 
"Men  of  Hope”  who  are  excited  about 
their  opportunities  back  home  and  who 
have  a  renewed  commitment  that  our 
land,  our  people  and  our  world  will  be 
won  for  Christ. 


Six  New  S.S.  Classes 
Started  at  Grand  River 

An  outstanding  event  occurred  at  the 
Grand  River  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Easter  Sunday  morning  following  the 
Sunrise  Service.  Six  new  Sunday  School 
classes  were  formed  and  met  for  the 
first  time.  According  to  Pastor  Darryl  A. 
Tate,  the  children  and  youth  of  Grand 
River  had  not  had  a  Sunday  School  class 
for  18  months. 


What’s  worth  waiting  four  years  for? 
The  fourth  National  Congress  of  United 
Methodist  Men  and  its  outstanding  spiri¬ 
tual  program  leaders! 

Actually  there  are  thousands  of  United 
Methodist  Men  who  have  attended  at 
least  one  National  Congress  and  are 
counting  the  days  for  this  international 
meeting  of  United  Methodist  Men,  July 
12-14, 1985. 

The  exciting  program  is  set.  The 
speakers  are:  Dr.  Jimmy  Buskirk,  Bish¬ 
op  John  Wesley  Hardt,  Dr.  Robert 
Schuller,  Judge  Gerald  Bard  Tjoflat,  Dr. 
G.  Ross  Freeman,  Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones 
and  Dr.  Evans  Crawford. 

The  1985  theme,  “Building  Men  of 
Hope,”  will  be  expanded  in  the  following 
ways. 

Dr.  James  Buskirk,  pastor  of  Tulsa 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  will 
speak  at  the  beginning  of  each  of  the 
main  sessions  in  mini-Bible  study. 

New  Book 

‘‘Lift  For  Life  ’ 

This  is  a  254  page  paper  bound  book  of 
50  inspirational  talks,  heard  over  WWL 
Radio  and  TV  stations  in  New  Orleans, 
authored  by  Dr.  Robert  E.  Harrington. 

Dr.  Harrington  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  having 
served  as  a  District  Superintendent,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  the  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Conference,  Director  of 
Education  for  LMCF  and  as  a  pastor  in 
South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Louisiana. 

The  book  is  published  by  Theo.  Gaus, 
Ltd.  of  Brooklyn,  New  York  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  author,  Robert  F. 
Harrington,  4600  Prentiss  Avenue,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70126. 


The  Last  Supper 
Presented  by 


Trinity  Men 


Congratulations 

This  is  an  example  of  a  superb  church 
lawn  sign.  Congratulations  to  Lakeview 
UMC. 

—Bishop  Underwood 


Lectionary  On 
Satellite 

April  30  9-11  a.m. 
Satcom  1  Channel  5(V) 


On  Maundy  Thursday  of  Holy  Week 
1985  the  men  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria  presented  a  “Panto¬ 
mime  of  Jesus'  Last  Supper  with  His  Dis¬ 
ciples.”  This  was  written,  directed  and 
narrated  by  Rev.  James  W  Jones,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

The  key  role  of  Jesus  was  acted  by 
James  Smith,  the  Church  organist.  After 
Jesus  and  His  Disciples  had  sung  a  hymn 
and  went  out,  the  congregation  came  to 
take  their  places  around  the  table  to  re¬ 
ceive  communion. 
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The  Bishop’s 
Corner 

‘A  Lesson  On  Preaching’ 

Jimmie  Pyles  recently  sent  me  an 
article  on  preaching  by  a  retired  epis¬ 
copal  clergyman  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

It  was  excellent  and  I  wanted  to 
share,  both  with  laity  and  clergy,  the 
outline. 

He  reports  that  after  forty  years  in 
the  ministry,  and  after  preaching 
2000  sermons,  he  retired  in  1972.  For 
the  years  since  he  has  been  listening 
to  sermons  and  this  is  what  he  would 
like  to  expect  from  a  sermon. 

1.  Clear  auditory  reception. 
Preachers  who  don’t  use  adequate 
volume  or  have  never  learned  to 
enunciate,  waste  their  time  and  the 
time  of  the  hearers. 

2.  Acknowledgement  of  my  pres¬ 
ence.  The  preacher  should  look  at  the 
audience  and  let  them  know  that  he 
sees  them  and  recognizes  them.  That 
will  change  the  sermon  from  a  mono¬ 
logue  into  a  living  dialogue. 

3.  Simplicity.  This  minister  does 
not  want  to  hear  seven  ■  points,  nor 
five  points,  nor  even  the  classic  three 

.  points.  He  would  like  just  one  distinct 
point.  He  believes  that  to  do  more  in 
twenty  minutes  is  impossible.  He 
points  out  that  the  Parables  of  Jesus 
gave  His  hearers  only  one  clear  and 
impressive  point. 

4.  A  sermon  based  on  a  message 
from  God.  As  a  listener  he  wants  to 
feel  that  the  preacher  has  had  an  inti¬ 
mate  conversation  with  God  and  that 
the  ultimate  Authority  of  the  sermon 
is  the  Authority  of  God. 

5.  In  touch  with  reality.  He  points 
out  that  we  are  facing  desperate 
problems  of  crime,  nuclear  warfare, 
moral  decadence  and  economic  insta¬ 
bility.  He  does  not  want  to  hear  a  scU_ 
ence  fiction  sermon  or  something  out 
of  Elizabethan  England  nor  from  a 
celestial  kingdom  surrounded  by  an¬ 
gels  and  saints.  He  wants  the  sermon 
to  be  relevant  to  the  world  in  which  he 
lives. 

6.  Intellectual  stimulation.  He 
thinks  the  preacher  ought  to  demon¬ 
strate  in  his  sermon  that  he  has  wres¬ 
tled  with  various  theologies, 
philosophies,  ideas  and  scriptural  ex¬ 
egesis.  He  wants  the  sermon  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  his  reason,  to  his  mind,  to  his 
intellect. 

7.  Color  and  warmth.  He  says  that 
the  people  in  the  pews  do  not  want  a 


theological  exposition.  Nothing  puts 
him  to  sleep,  he  says,  quicker  than 
drab,  pedantic,  predictable  theologiz¬ 
ing.  He  wants  the  sermon  to  be  at¬ 
tractive  and  to  attract  him  to  its 
beauty,  grace,  and  color.  The  effec¬ 
tive  preacher  knows  how  to  use  ad¬ 
jectives,  illustrations,  similies,  and 
analogies. 

8.  A  renewal  of  my  faith  in  God  and 
hope  for  the  future.  In  this  world  of 
increasing  deep  personalization  he 
thinks  we  need  the  strength  that  the 
sacraments,  the  church  community, 
and  the  sermon  can  bring  to  us. 

The  postscript  of  his  article  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  acid  test  for  a  sermon 
is  whether  or  not  it  will  hold  up  if  you 
change  the  setting  from  a  public  to  a 
“person  to  person”  situation.  Take 
away  the  pulpit,  the  pews,  and  the 
choir,  Move  to  a  kitchen  table  with 
you  on  one  side  and  a  couple  of  your 
friends  on  the  other.  “Notice  how 
things  change.  The  volume  of  your 
voice,  the  frequency  of  your  gestures 
decrease.  Your  theology  becomes 
more  modest  and  less  confident.  No¬ 
tice  your  increased  concern  for  the 
response  of  your  listeners  and  per¬ 
haps  even  a  request  for  their  help  in 
this  vital  quest  for  God’s  word  — 
God’s  love  —  God’s  peace.” 

Indeed,  this  is  helpful  to  me  as  a 
preacher.  I  hope  it  will  be  to  you. 
Preaching  is  of  much  greater  impor¬ 
tance  than  most  of  us  have  been  will¬ 
ing  to  admit.  Those  who  really  work 
at  the  job  of  preaching  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated.  For  they  are  serving  the 
first  request  of  congregations. 

My  sincerest  thanks  to  all  the 
preachers  in  Louisiana  who  discipline 
themselves  to  set  aside  enough  time 
to  realize  their  optimum  potential  as 
preachers  of  the  Word. 


Walter  L.  Underwood 


GnuseTo  Be  Lectionary  Presenter 


Dr.  Robert  Gnuse,  Associate  Professor 
of  Old  Testament  at  Loyola  University, 
New  Orleans,  is  the  Lutheran  (LCA)  Pre¬ 
senter  for  this  year’s  lectionary  series  on 
satellite. 

His  lections  will  cover  the  sixth  and 
seventh  Sundays  of  Easter  and  Pentecost 
Sunday.  The  scriptures  are:  May  12  — 
John  15:9-17;  May  19  —  John  17 : llb-19 
and  May  26-John  15:  26-27;  16:4b-15  or 
John  20:19-23.  They  were  beamed  up  on 
April  30. 

Dr.  Gnuse  is  a  graduate  of  Concordia 
Seminary  in  Exile,  St.  Louis;  and  has  the 
M.A.  and  Ph.D  from  Vanderbilt.  He 
taught  at  the  University  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  Wesleyan  before  coming 
to  Loyola.  He  is  the  author  of  four  books 
and  articles  for  a  great  many  literary 
and  biblical  periodicals. 

Dr.  Gnuse  is  married  to  Elizabeth 
Hammond  Gnuse  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  daughter,  Rebecca. 

Dr.  Gnuse’s  series  of  lections  conclude 
the  presentations  for  this  year,  the  sec¬ 
ond  in  which  the  COCU  and  Catholic  lec- 


Dr.  Robert  Gnuse 

tionaries  have  been  used.  Year  "B”  has 
been  featured  in  this  series,  again  using 
the  Gospel. 


Bishop  Greets  LIC  Committee 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  is  shown,  above  center,  visiting  with  the  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Conference  (LIC)  executive  committee,  which  met  recently  at  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office.  At  the  head  of  the  table  is  Bishop  Jude  Speyrer,  of  Lake  Charles, 
President  of  LIC,  and  Sister  Mary  Anne  Owens,  of  the  Diocese  of  Lafayette  to  Bishop 
Underwood’s  left. 


Long-Range  Development  And  Crisis 
Relief  are  UMCOR  Goals 


New  York  (UMNS)  —  Money  collected 
from  United  Methodists  to  reverse  the 
tragic  hunger  and  socio-economic  prob¬ 
lems  in  Africa  will  fund  long-range 
farming  and  development  programs  on 
that  continent  through  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  relief  agency. 

Since  November  United  Methodists 
have  given  more  than  $12  million  for 
hunger  projects  in  Africa,  including 
Ethiopia,  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Directors  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  said  April  16 
that  an  emphasis  on  long-range  develop¬ 
ment  —  coupled  with  crisis  relief  —  will 
be  the  best  use  of  those  funds. 

The  main  components  of  the  "Africa 
Rural  Transformation  Program”  are 
land  care,  water,  resource  development, 
agricultural  production,  nutrition  educa¬ 
tion  and  primary  health  care.  While  30 
percent  of  the  hunger  money  will  go  for 
crisis  relief,  70  percent  will  go  for  long¬ 
term  development. 

Directors  of  UMCOR,  relief  arm  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  agreed  that 
long-term  development  is  by  far  the 


Dr.  Howard  A.  Smith,  Associate  Dean  of  Scarritt  Graduate  School,  Nashville,  TN. 
is  shown,  second  from  the  left,  visiting  with  the  Conference  staff.  Dr.  Smith  empha¬ 
sized  the  fact  that  the  new  program  at  Scarritt  is  a  graduate  program  in  music  and 
Christian  Education,  and  is  not  competitive  with  Centenary  and  other  college  level 
programs.  With  Dr.  Smith  are,  left  to  right,  Dr.  John  Braden,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson 
and  Rev.  Roger  Lathan. 

New  UM  Tabloid  Celebrates 
Growth  of  Sunday  School 


After  persons  drop  out  of  Sunday 
school,  what  brings  them  back?  How  do 
persons  encounter  Christ?  How  does  a 
Sunday  school  grow?  The  answer? 
Through  God's  people  reaching  out  to 
other  people,”  says  Crystal  Zinkiewicz, 
editor  of  the  new  UM  tabloid  “People  to 
People:  Reaching  Out  Through  the  Sun¬ 
day  School,”  published  by  Graded  Press. 

“People  to  People”  is  a  four-color 
quarterly  tabloid  that  will  be  mailed 
free  to  all  United  Methodist  churches  be¬ 
ginning  May  15.  Its  audience  is  primarily 
lay  persons  —  Sunday  school  superinten¬ 
dents,  lay  leaders  and  teachers.  Pastors 
are  an  important  audience  too,  however, 
"since  their  support  is  essential  for  a 
Sunday  school  to  grow,”  Zinkiewicz  says. 

“People  to  People”  offers  stories  of 
growing,  innovative  United  Methodist 
churches  and  tells  how  the  folks  in  these 
churches  are  successfully  reaching  out 
through  the  Sunday  school.  Inspiring  in¬ 
terviews  with  the  movers  and  shakers  of 
these  congregations  suggest  creative 
ways  for  other  churches  to  extend  their 
outreach. 

Highlights  of  stories  featured  in  the 
first  issue  of  “People  to  People”  include: 

—  a  survey  that  pinpoints  five  reasons 
why  inactive  persons  return  to  Sunday 


school; 

—  nontraditional  Sunday  school  set¬ 
tings  that  work,  such  as  the  children’s 
Bible  study  class  that  meets  every  Satur¬ 
day  at  St.  Andrew’s  UMC  in  Fort  Worth, 
or  an  adult  class  that  gathers  each  Tues¬ 
day  at  a  library  in  Statesboro,  Ga.; 

—  the  unusual  Sunday  school  program 
at  Magnolia  Hall  Nursing  Home  in  Ches- 
tertown,  Maryland,  where  members  of 
several  churches  in  the  area  take  turns 
leading  worship  and  offering  fellowship 
to  residents  of  the  home; 

—  Sunday  school  start-up  opportuni¬ 
ties  like  the  lunch  time  Bible  study  class¬ 
es  of  St.  John’s  UMC  in  Davenport,  Iowa; 

"If  your  church  is  growing  through  the 
Sunday  school,  ‘People  to  People’  wants 
to  hear  from  you,”  Zinkiewicz  says.  “If 
you’ve  started  a  new  Sunday  school  class 
or  even  a  whole  new  Sunday  school  pro¬ 
gram,  please  write  and  share  your  story 
with  us.  It  may  be  the  source  of  inspira¬ 
tion  and  of  practical  how-tos  for  some¬ 
one  else.” 

To  report  what’s  happening  in  your 
area,  write  “People  to  People,”  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  P.O. 
Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202,  or  call 
800/251-8591. 


UM  ‘Second  Mile’  Giving  Sets  New  Record 


New  York  (UMNS)  —  “Second-mile” 
giving  by  United  Methodists  continues  to 
break  records.  For  the  first  three  months 
of  1985  giving  to  the  General  Advance 
set  an  all-time  record  of  $12.8  million. 

“This  is  not  only  a  record  for  a  first 
quarter  but  for  any  quarter,”  said  the 
Rev.  William  T.  Carter,  head  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  mission  de¬ 
velopment  section.  “We’ve  had  whole 
years  when  the  total  didn’t  equal  what 
has  come  in  during  this  first  quarter.” 


World  Service  is  the  basic  channel  for 
benevolence  giving  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  However,  those  who  want 
to  designate  their  gifts  can  do  so  through 
the  Advance. 

Of  the  total  $12.8  million,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM¬ 
COR)  received  $9.2  million,  primarily  to 
relieve  drought-caused  hunger  in  Africa. 

World  Division  projects  garnered  $2.7 
million  and  National  Division  projects 
got  $840,000. 
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more  salient  aspect  of  relief  ministries. 
“If  we  want  to  stop  hunger,  we  must 
train  whole  persons  to  help  themselves 
and  their  people,”  said  Pearline  Johnson, 
director  from  Liberia.  She  insisted  that 
any  future  church  aid  must  include  self- 
help  projects. 

New  Video  Program 
On  African  Hunger 
In  Resource  Center 

A  new  and  updated  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  videotape  on  African  hunger  is  now 
available  through  the  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center. 

Shot  in  Ethiopia,  it  has  five  parts:  1  — 
Tents  and  blankets;  2  —  Medical  team;  3 
—  Ethiopian  Delegation;  4  —  Ethiopian 
Rehabilitation;  and  5  —  Synagogue  De¬ 
velopment. 

The  format  is  Vt  inch  VHS  and  the 
program  runs  20  minutes. 


Dr.  Herman  D.  Taylor 


Bach  Concert  To  Be  Given 
At  Annual  Conference 


This  year  marks  the  300th  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  Johann  Sebastian  Bach 
(1685-1750)  and  a  special  organ  concert 
will  precede  the  Ordination  Service  on 
Wednesday  night,  June  5th,  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport,  commemorating  this  event. 
Guest  organist  will  be  Dr.  Herman  Dan¬ 
iel  Taylor,  University  Organist  and  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Music  at  Dillard  University  in 
New  Orleans,  a  church-related  institu¬ 
tion  of  higher  education  being  related  to 
both  The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
The  United  Church  of  Christ. 

Herman  Daniel  Taylor  was  born  in 
Yazoo  City,  Mississippi.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Chicago,  Illinois.  He  began  study  of  the 
organ  while  a  freshman  in  high  school. 
His  B.Mus.  is  from  Chicago  Musical  Col¬ 


lege  of  Roosevelt  University  where  he 
was  the  Oliver  Ditson  Scholarship  recipi¬ 
ent  and  studied  organ  with  Robert  Reu¬ 
ter.  Taylor  earned  the  master’s  and 
doctorate  degrees  from  The  University 
of  Michigan. 

Dr.  Taylor  has  written  articles  for  The 
American  Organist  and  other  scholarly 
publications,  and  he  has  received  many 
honors  and  awards. 

Dr.  Taylor  is  a  superb  and  extraordi¬ 
narily  gifted  musician  and  one  who  can 
do  justice  to  Bach’s  genius.  Bach  was 
profoundly  religious,  and  all  of  his  life  he 
was  a  diligent  and  humble  student  who 
possessed  a  mark  of  greatness  and  en¬ 
during  creativity.  The  music  of  Bach  is 
universal,  and  this  concert  on  Ordination 
Night  will  add  much  to  the  importance 
and  significance  of  this  event. 


Scarritt  Graduate  School  Resolution 


Two  of  the  oldest  and  most  treasured 
practices  in  United  Methodist  Churches 
are  singing  hymns  and  going  to  Sunday 
School.  These  aspects  of  church  life  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  important  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations  today.  Two  institutions 
located  in  Nashville,  Tennessee  carry 
important  responsibility  in  these  areas. 
The  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
through  its  Section  on  Worship,  has  pri¬ 
mary  responsibility  for  resourcing  the 
church  in  the  area  of  church  music.  It 
also  provides  help  in  all  areas  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  curriculum  develop¬ 
ment. 

Scarritt  Graduate  School  in  recent 
years  has  come  to  limit  its  course  offer¬ 
ings  and  degree  programs  to  these  two 
subjects  —  church  music  and  Christian 
education.  Scarrett  has  as  its  primary 
mission  a  commitment  to  provide  gradu¬ 
ate  education  in  these  areas  to  prepare 
persons  for  professional  leadership  in 
pursuit  of  the  mission  of  the  church. 

Scarritt  Graduate  School  has  recruited 
internationally  recognized  faculty  com¬ 
mitted  to  teaching  research,  perfor¬ 
mance  and  service,  and  to  participation 
in  the  formation  and  reconstruction  of 
the  disciplines  of  Christian  education 
and  church  music.  Further,  the  profes¬ 
sional  staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  and  the  faculty  and 
administration  of  the  Scarritt  Graduate 
School  are  working  together  for  the  revi¬ 
talization  of  Christian  education  and 
church  music  in  the  life  of  congregations 
in  significant  and  productive  ways. 
These  two  institutions  need  each  other  as 
they  seek  to  be  responsive  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  which  they  both  serve. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  of 


Death 

Lewis  E.  Milem,  Sr.  63,  died  April  21, 
at  Minden.  He  had  been  licensed  and 
served  churches  in  West  Virginia  before 
coming  to  Louisiana.  He  was  an  associate 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
served  for  10  years  before  taking  disabil¬ 
ity  in  1974.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Alma  and  two  sons,  David  and  Lewis,  Jr. 
His  body  was  returned  to  W.  Va.  for 
burial. 


The  United  Methodist  Church,  meeting  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  February  26- 
March  1,  1985,  therefore  commits  itself 
to  finding  additional  ways  of  cooperation 
with  Scarritt  Graduate  School,  its  facul¬ 
ty  and  administration,  and  commits  its 
professional  staff  to  continuing  to  stay  in 
close  dialogue  and  consultation  with  the 
Scarritt  community  in  order  to  discover 
the  best  ways  to  serve  the  church  in  the 
years  ahead. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
further  pledges  that  the  individual  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  staff,  in  their  contacts  with 
persons  across  the  church,  will  identify 
and  recruit  potential  students  not  only 
for  Scarritt  Graduate  School  but  for  ser¬ 
vice  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
church  music  and  Christian  education 

We  urge  all  leaders  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches,  pastors,  district  and  confer¬ 
ence  leaders,  and  others  to  commit 
themselves  to  the  identification  and  re¬ 
cruitment  of  people  who  will  seek  voca¬ 
tions  as  Christian  educators  and  church 
musicians.  We  urge  the  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  and  the  general  membership  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  affirm  Scar¬ 
ritt  Graduate  School  in  its  commitment 
to  quality  education  in  these  vital  fields. 

Finally,  we  salute  President  Welch, 
the  faculty,  and  student  body  of  Scarritt 
who  have  persevered  in  a  long  struggle  to 
provide  the  quality  service  which  this 
school  now  offers  to  the  church.  We 
pledge  our  cooperation  and  friendship. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 

El  wood  Fleming. 

Editor 

Linda  Crum,  Editorial  Assistant 
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Medical  ethics  forum:  A  good  start  Morality ,  legality  of  ‘sanctuary’  considered 

Hats  off  to  the  Kentuckiana  Interfaith  Questions  about  a  treatment  s  effective-  J  7  ^9  J  %/ 


Hats  off  to  the  Kentuckiana  Interfaith 
Community 
The  interreligious  agency  based  in 
Louisville  and  serving  churches  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Indiana  performed  an  invalu¬ 
able  service  recently  by  sponsoring  a 
symposium  to  explore  moral  issues 
raised  by  medical  experimentation  (see 
UMR,  April  26). 

As  a  major  center  for  organ  trans¬ 
plants,  Louisville  provided  a  particular¬ 
ly  appropriate  place  for  the  meeting. 
And  surgeons  at  Louisville’s  Humana 
Hospital  Audubon  have  done  pioneering 
work  on  one  of  the  most  highly  publi¬ 
cized  and  controversial  uses  of  modern 
medical  technology:  the  artificial  heart. 

The  implanting  of  the  Jarvik-7  "blood 
pump”— which  Humana  officials  frankly 
admit  is  experimental  — in  persons 
whose  natural  heart  would  soon  stop 
beating  poses  acute  moral  questions. 
Among  the  perplexing  questions  dis¬ 
cussed  at  the  Louisville  meeting  were: 

•  Is  it  ever  appropriate  to  experiment 
on  humans  by  using  an  operation  not 
proved  to  be  a  consistently  effective 
means  of  restoring  a  person's  health? 

•  What  is  the  best  use  of  limited  health¬ 
care  resources,  including  money,  exper¬ 
tise  and  time? 

•  Are  medical  officials  always  obligat¬ 
ed  to  extend  human  life  as  long  as  possi¬ 
ble?' 

•  Is  there  a  point  at  which  efforts  to 
prolong  living  also  prolong  human  suf¬ 
fering,  with  questionable  benefit  to  the 
patient  and  the  patient’s  family? 

Such  questions,  including  many  involv¬ 
ing  complex  legal  issues,  are  not  re¬ 
stricted  to  artificial  heart  implants  and 
\  similarly  experimental  procedures. 


Questions  about  a  treatment’s  effective¬ 
ness,  the  responsible  use  of  resources 
and  the  prolonging  of  life  with  "ma¬ 
chines”  (such  as  lung  respirators  and 
kidney  dialysis  machines)  or  organ 
transplants  arise  with  increasing  fre¬ 
quency. 

Furthermore,  neatly  prescribed  an¬ 
swers  to  such  life-and-death  questions 
are  not  readily  available,  not  even  in  the 
Bible  or  in  the  traditional  teachings  of 
the  church. 

Tragically,  it  is  likely  that  countless 
persons  faced  with  those  questions,  in¬ 
cluding  many  Christians,  abdicate  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  their  lives  by  "going 
along”  with  someone  else’s  wishes  or 
simply  doing  whatever  the  insurance 
company  will  pay  for. 

Participants  at  the  Louisville  sympo¬ 
sium  did  not— indeed  could  not— give 
easy  answers  to  all  the  questions  raised 
by  modern  medical  advances.  Among 
other  things,  their  struggle  with  those 
questions  shows  how  far  religious  and 
medical  ethics  tend  to  lag  behind  medi¬ 
cal  technology.  ‘  But  the  willingness  of 
physicians  and  religious  scholars  to  meet 
to  grapple  with  the  issues— not  as  adver¬ 
saries,  but  as  partners  seeking  responsi¬ 
ble  solutions— was  encouraging. 

We  hope  the  Louisville  meeting  will 
set  into  motion  a  series  of  similar  gath¬ 
erings.  As  church  members,  we  should 
consider  ways  to  follow  the  lead  of  the 
sponsoring  Kentuckiana  interfaith  group 
in  our  own  community.  Promoting  a  se¬ 
rious  forum  for  discussing  critical  hu¬ 
man  issues  is  one  way  Christians  can 
work  effectively  with  persons  of  other 
faith  perspectives  for  the  greater  benefit 
of  humanity. 


Is  showing  compassion 
illegal  in  United  States? 


By  JOSE  PALOS 

Is  compassion  legal  in  this  country? 

That  is  the  fundamental  question  we 
confront  as  a  Christian  people,  not  just 
those  who  are  involved  in  the 
"sanctuary”  movement.  This  movement 
gives  refuge  to  Central  Americans  (espe¬ 
cially  Salvadorans  and  Guatemalans) 
who  flee  from  the  unstable  and  violent 
situation  in  their  countries. 

In  the  past  year  our  government  ar¬ 
rested  two  Roman  Catholics  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  of  Texas  for  aiding  Cen¬ 
tral  American  refugees.  Both  have  been 
convicted  and  will  be  jailed  for  their  acts 
of  compassion. 

A  few  months  ago  in  Arizona,  15  Prot¬ 
estants  and  Catholics  were  charged  with 
71  counts  of  "conspiring,  sheltering  and 
transporting”  illegal  aliens. 

The  evidence  against  them  was  ob¬ 
tained  secretly  by  informers  planted  by 
the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service.  They  infiltrated  the  churches 
and  the  sanctuary  movement. 

Even  though  a  federal  law  provides 
for  refuge  of  persons  fleeing  their  coun¬ 
tries  because  of  war,  political  struggle 
and  fear  of  death,  the  present  adminis¬ 
tration  has  declared  (for  political  rea¬ 
sons)  that  this  law  does  not  apply  to 
these  Central  Americans. 


m 


Supporters  mean  well 
but  efforts  misdirected 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Contraceptive  ad  move  criticized 


To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  sank  to  a 
new  low  when  it  approved  a  resolution 
supporting  the  advertising  on  television  of 
"safe  and  efficient  non-prescription  con¬ 
traceptive  products”  (see  UMR,  April  5). 

Isn’t  advertising  bad  enough  on  televi¬ 
sion  now  without  adding  contraception? 

We  are  being  bombarded  daily  with 
beer,  cigarettes,  deodorants,  sanitary 
napkins  and  many  other  highly  personal 
products  designed  to  make  us  smell,  look 
and  taste  better  as  well  as  to  make  us 
sexually  more  attractive.  It  would  have 
been  nice  if  the  United  Methodist  Church 
had  added  its  voice  to  the  current  pro¬ 
tests  about  such  advertising  rather  than 
to  lend  its  aegis  to  same. 

While  I  realize  that  "only  the  church's 
General  Conference  can  speak  and  act 
for  the  denomination  as  a  whole,"  as 
pointed  out  in  the  article,  this  type  of 
"social  action”  is  slowly  turning  off 
Methodists  and  leading  them  to  seek  an¬ 
other  church. 

Someone  will  quickly  point  out  that 
the  church  must  be  “relevant"  and  keep 
up  with  the  times,  but  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  needs  to  get  back  to  the 
business  of  winning  souls  to  Christ  and 
evangelizing  the  world.  It  doesn’t  seem 
to  be  doing  as  much  of  that  as  it  is  trying 
to  socialize  its  members. 

G.  Robert  Fox 
DeLand,  Florida 

Critics  miss  point 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  South  Carolina  "pover¬ 
ty  picture”  in  the  Feb.  22  Reporter  avid¬ 
ly  criticized  in  the  “Letters”  column  of 
the  March  29  issue,  how  much  blindness 
must  we  parade? 

What  all  the  letter  writers  should  have 
recognized,  and  what  the  editors  should 
have  pointed  out  for  the  sake  of  those 
who  jump  on  excuses  to  avoid  Christian 
and  social  responsibility,  is  clear.  The 
picture  did  not  represent  characteristic 
poverty  in  America  but  the  photogra- 


Even  now  legal  and  legislative  efforts 
are  being  made  to  change  this  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  law. 

Nevertheless,  the  prosecution  by  our 
government  of  persons  involved  in  the 
“sanctuary”  (or  refuge)  movement— per¬ 
sons  obligated  by  their  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  to  aid  their  needy  neighbor— fo¬ 
cuses  attention  on  the  question:  "Is  prac¬ 
ticing  a  certain  kind  of  compassion  now 
‘illegal’  in  this  country?” 

The  refuge  movement  is  nothing  new.  It 
had  its  origin  more  than  3,000  years  ago. 

The  Old  Testament  not  only  affirms 
hospitality  to  strangers  (or  foreigners) 
but  even  provides  for  cities  of  refuge  for 
Jews  and  strangers  (Numbers  35:9-15 
and  4:41-43). 

Christ  himself  not  only  taught  us  to 
love  our  neighbor  as  the  Good  Samaritan 
did  but,  in  the  parable  of  the  Last  Judg¬ 
ment.  He  even  identified  Himself  as  a 
stranger  and  exalted  those  who  had  tak¬ 
en  Him  in. 

Compassion  is  something  God  gives  us 
that  He  has  called  us  today  to  share  in  dis¬ 
tinct  ways  as  Christians  and  churches 
have  done  throughout  history. 

Because  of  compassion,  more  than  a 
century  ago  in  this  country  an  “under¬ 
ground  railway”  was  used  to  help  black 
persons  escape  the  oppression  of  slavery 
in  the  South. 

In  this  century  in  Germany,  because  of 
compassion  people  risked  their  lives  to 
give  refuge  and  help  the  Jews. 

As  individuals  and  as  churches  we 
need  to  do  something  about  this  confron¬ 
tation  between  the  U.S.  government  and 
the  “sanctuary”  movement.  We  can  be: 
gin  with  more  profound  biblical  study, 
knowing  that  such  study  can  be  danger¬ 
ous— as  some  Christians  in  this  country 
have  discovered. 

We  can  advocate  and  perhaps  even 
commit  ourselves  to  actions  that  could  be 
considered  illegal. 

What  will  be  the  response  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  to  our  actions  when  the  day 
arrives  that  He  says  to  us,  "I  was  a 
stranger  (refugee)  and  . . . .”? 


By  VIRGIL  KRAFT 

One  of  the  controversial  topics  these 
days  has  been  the  so-called  sanctuary 
movement  sponsored  by  a  few  church 
people. 

These  well-meaning  Americans  be¬ 
lieve  they  have  the  right  to  smuggle  ille¬ 
gal  aliens  into  the  United  States  and  to 
hide  or  in  some  way  protect  them  be¬ 
cause,  they  say,  these  people  are  escap¬ 
ing  persecution  and  possible  death  in 
their  own  countries. 

There  is  no  way,  of  course,  for  them  to 
be  certain  that  such  a  threat  is  real  or 
that  these  aliens  have  not  been  involved 
in  some  kind  of  criminal  activity  and  are 
trying  to  escape  just  punishment.  Nor  is 
it  easy  to  determine  that  they  are  not 
coming  to  the  United  States  simply  be¬ 
cause  it  is  a  paradise  of  freedom  and 
easy  welfare. 

Sanctuary  supporters  certainly  have 
good  intentions,  and  one  cannot  help  but 
feel  sympathetic  when  confronted  by 
sick  mothers,  crying  children  and  men 
with  ugly  scars.  However,  there  are 
three  facts  that  we  should  keep  in  mind: 

1.  The  United  States  government  cer¬ 
tainly  has  the  most  reliable  means  of  de¬ 
termining  who  are  genuine,  acceptable 
refugees.  That  means  is  not  perfect,  but 
it  is  far  more  reliable  than  overzealous, 
warm-hearted  laymen  who  are  easily 
swayed  by  what  seems  obvious  to  them. 

2.  It  is  impossible  for  the  United  States 
to  let  all  hungry,  homeless,  even  persecut¬ 
ed  persons  come  into  this  country.  The  re¬ 
sult  would  be  disastrous  for  everyone. 

We  forget  that  the  cherished  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  the  Statue  of  Liberty  does  not 
say,  “Give  me  all  your  tired,  all  your 
poor,  all  your  huddled  masses . . . .”  The 
author,  Emma  Lazarus,  was  trying  to 
make  a  point  of  preference.  She  was  say¬ 
ing,  instead  of  sending  us  your  kings  and 
queens  and  dukes  and  lords,  send  us  your 
common  people. 

"Keep,  ancient  lands,  your  storied 
pomp,”  she  says.  Instead,  "give  me  your 
tired,  your  poor,  your  huddled 
masses _ ”  This  invitation  was  not 
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wide-open.  It  was  limited  and  showed  a 
preference. 

If  Americans,  in  their  unrealistic  hu¬ 
manitarian  zeal,  promote  the  belief  that 
we  are  obligated  to  take  all  the  world’s 
poor,  all  the  world’s  homeless,  all  the 
world’s  persecuted,  then  they  are  pro¬ 
moting  disaster. 

3.  Sanctuary  supporters  claim  they  are 
willingly  involved  in  civil  disobedience.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  place  for 
civil  disobedience  even  in  our  society. 
People  have  a  right  to  disobey  any  law 
they  think  is  unjust  as  one  extreme  meth¬ 
od  of  getting  the  law  changed. 

But,  as  long  as  we  maintain  a  society  of 
laws  and  not  of  royal  decrees,  as  long  as 
we  maintain  a  society  of  rules  written  by 
the  people  themselves,  then,  to  preserve 
such  an  ordered  society,  anyone  who  vio¬ 
lates  a  law  must  be  willing  to  abide  by  the 
consequences  prescribed  by  law.  Other¬ 
wise,  we  would  open  the  doors  to  chaos. 

If  sanctuary  supporters  think  they  are 
doing  what  is  gfod  for  all  concerned  and 
choose  to  disobey  the  law,  then  they  should 
not  cry  foul  when  they  are  prosecuted  as 
lawbreakers.  If  they  want  to  preserve  an 
ordered  society,  they  will  face  the  legal 
consequences  of  their  outlawry  with  hero¬ 
ism  and  without  complaint. 

America  is  the  most  generous,  the  most 
benevolent,  the  most  humanitarian  nation 
on  earth.  Let  us  be  careful  that  the  over- 
zealous  among  us  do  not  begin  to  destroy  it. 

"Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributors  are  the  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  who 
lives  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries,  and  the  Rev. 
Virgil  A.  Kraft,  who  lives  in  Palm 
Springs,  Calif.,  and  is  a  clergy  member 
of  the  Minnesota  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
" Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


RFPQRTFfti 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  HI;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Strickland,  Circulation  Direc¬ 
tor,  Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller,  Con¬ 
ference  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor  Local  Editions,  Kay  Fielder, 
Manager  Editorial:  John  A.  Lovelace, 
Managing  Editor  Roy  Beck,  Douglas 
Cannon.  Roberta  Sappington.  Stephen 
Swecker,  Associate  Editors;  Susan  Car- 
roll,  Sheron  Patterson,  Staff  Writers; 
Production:  John  Lehman.  Director 
Sharon  Foley,  Composition  Manager 
Jean  Prall,  Journals  Manager;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing  &  Mailing 
Manager. 

The  flniled  Methodist  Reporter  (l'SPS954500). 
_j*ned  by  toiled  Methodist  conlerences  ol  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  News¬ 
paper  Division.  I'nited  Methodist  Communications 
Council.  2520  W  Commerce  St..  Dallas.  Texas 
752L2,  as  a  continuation  o!  the  138-year  tradition 
ot  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper  The  Reporter 
maintains  no  olficial  ties  to  the  I'nited  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's 
general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does 
serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  annual  con¬ 
lerences  that  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  ol  I'nited  Methodism.  Editoriul  opinions 
are  not  necessarily  those  ol  the  publisher  or  the 
conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent 
the  views  ol  the  Reporter’s  editorial  stall.  Signed 
letters  and  opinion  articles  relied  the  views  of  the 
author  and  not  necessarily  those  ot  the  Reporter 
stall  Paid  ads  are  screened  before  acceptance  but 
are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 
Individual  subscriptions:  $12  per  year  for  na 
tional  edition:  rates  for  annual  conlerence  editions 
available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas 

POSTMASTER  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266 
0275. 


pher’s  image  of  how  the  poor  live. 

The  mass  of  deprived  people  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  are  not  litterers  of  either  home  or 
community  but  unemployed,  hungry  and 
hopeless.  There  are  some  perpetual  indi¬ 
gents  whose  unemployability,  lack  of 
education  and  resultant  irresponsibility 
have  made  them  unaware  of  any  reason 
to  be  clean,  neat  and  attractive,  but  they 
are  a  small  but  visible  exception. 

Apology  is  due  clean,  decent  and  re¬ 
sponsible  sufferers  from  our  social  and 
economic  irresponsibility  for  pictorially 
or  verbally  describing  them  in  this  de¬ 
meaning  manner. 

Charles  E.  Fuller 
Rabun  Gap,  Georgia 

Women  must  make  choice 

To  the  Editor: 

The  issue  of  abortion  has  been  kicked 
around  by  ministers,  priests,  legislators, 
magazine  and  newspaper  articles,  TV, 
the  man  and  woman  in  the  street,  etc. 

Whose  business  is  it  anyway  who  has 
an  abortion?  Strictly  the  pregnant  wom¬ 
an’s  business!  It  is  her  body  that  carries 
the  baby  for  nine  months,  and  she  is  the 
one  who  suffers  the  pain  of  childbirth. 

If  for  some  reason  she  cannot  face 
bringing  a  child  into  the  world,  then  it 
should  be  her  right  to  choose  abortion. 

Life  may  begin  at  conception,  and  at 
2  months  a  baby  may  be  fully  devel¬ 
oped,  but  there  are  many  miscarriages  at 


10  weeks.  As  Katharine  Hepburn  said  in  a 
recent  magazine  article," And  now  they’ve 
even  changed  the  rules  about  when  a  fetus 
is  alive— although  I’ve  never  seen  a  reli¬ 
gious  service  for  a  miscarriage.” 

Verna  T.  Varney 
Melrose,  Massachusetts 

Fair  assessment  given 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  I  was  so  quick  to  write  a  com¬ 
plaining-letter  on  a  past  editorial,  I  must 
now  write  to  compliment  you  on  the  su¬ 
perb  editorial  of  April  19. 

Never  have  I  read  such  an  intelligent, 
forward  looking,  but  most  important, 
“fair”  assessment  of  the  horrible  mess 
known  as  Nicaragua.  Even  Christians 
can  have  tunnel  vision  on  different  sub¬ 
jects,  but  we  look  to  our  capable  paper 
for  guidance. 

My  compliments  to  the  Reporter  staff. 

D.  Bolin 
Schertz,  Texas 

Keep  up  good  work 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  your  balanced  reporting, 
the  first-class  journalism  and  the  careful 
work  that  obviously  goes  into  compiling 
each  well-rounded  issue.  Keep  up  the 
great  work! 

Thanks  and  blessings. 

Aaron  M.  Wood 
Malden,  West  Virginia 

Africa  Journal 


Broken  communion  chalice  provides 
unexpected  symbol  of  Lord’s  grace 


Three  of  United  Methodism’s  most 
prominent  women  shared  a  shattering 
experience  recently,  the  recounting  of 
which  became  a  source  of  inspiration 
and  wholeness  for  those  who  heard  it. 

The  three  are  Barbara  Ricks  Thomp¬ 
son,  newly  elected  general  secretary, 
General  Commission  I 
on  Religion  and  ‘ 

Race;  the  Rev. 

Jeanne  Audrey  Pow¬ 
ers,  longtime  staff 
executive.  General 
Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns;  and  the  Rev. 

Barbara  Troxell,  dean  of  students  at  Pa¬ 
cific  School  of  Religion. 

Their  paths  have  crossed  many  times 
during  their  respective  lengthy  careers, 
never  with  more  distinction  than  during 
the  early  years  of  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 
Ms.  Thompson  was  its  president,  Ms. 
Powers  its  secretary  and  Ms.  Troxell 
among  its  members., 

At  the  end  of  those  pioneering  years, 
members  of  that  commission  so  appreci¬ 
ated  the  leadership  given  by  Ms.  Thomp¬ 
son  and  Ms.  Powers  that  they 
commissioned  a  ceramics  artist  to  de¬ 
sign,  fire  and  glaze  a  communion  chalice 
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for  each  woman. 

Each  chalice  under¬ 
standably  became  a 
prized  possession. 

The  two  chalices 
were  brought  out  of 
safekeeping  last 
month  to  be  used  to 
hold  the  grape  juice 
for  the  closing  com¬ 
munion  service  of 
the  Christian  Unity 
Commission  annual 
meeting.  The  serv¬ 
ice  itself  held  special  significance  be¬ 
cause  Ms.  Thompson  was  to  serve  as 
liturgist  before  relinquishing  her  elected 
post  as  the  commission’s  vice  president, 
a  move  made  necessary  by  her  election 
to  head  the  Religion  and  Race  staff. 

On  their  way  to  the  meeting  that 
morning,  the  three  longtime  friends  met 
for  breakfast.  As  they  were  leaving,  in 
the  confusion  of  grabbing  packages, 
books  and  papers,  the  package  contain¬ 
ing  Ms.  Powers’  chalice  fell  to  the  floor. 
The  treasured  chalice  broke  into  five  dis¬ 
tinct  pieces. 

The  three  had  no  time  to  discuss  their 
loss,  having  to  rush  to  the  closing  com¬ 
munion  service.  Ms.  Troxell,  amazingly 
controlled  under  the  circumstances, 
stepped  forward  before  the  service  and 


told  the  story  of  the  sudden  loss  and  of 
the  tears  that  the  three  had  shed. 

The  chalice,  broken  and  empty,  was 
placed  on  the  communion  table.  Beside 
it,  holding  the  sacramental  juice,  was  a 
common  restaurant  glass.  Ms.  Thomp¬ 
son’s  chalice,  undamaged  in  the  mishap, 
also  contained  communion  juice. 

The  shattered  chalice  became  both  a 
symbol  of  Christ’s  broken  body  and  of 
the  brokenness  of  His  church,  which, 
ironically,  the  Christian  unity  commis¬ 
sion  had  spent  the  past  three  days  dis¬ 
cussing.  But  the  broken  bits  of  ceramics 
clay  also  reminded  all  present  of  the  com¬ 
mon  dirt  from  which  we  all  are  made  and 
of  the  master  craftsman  who  informs  us, 
"lam  the  potter;  you  are  the  clay.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Beggar  at  open  gate  prompts  soul  search 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the  sixth 
in  a  series  of  reflections  by  Reporter  Edi¬ 
tor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a  six- 
month  sabbatical  leave  with  his  family  in 
the  East  African  nation  of  Kenya. 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Most  people  in  the 
section  of  town  where  we  are  living  keep 
their  gates  closed,  locked  and  guarded 
by  a  watchman  day 
and  night.  Judging 
by  the  chorus  of 
sounds  I  hear  behind 
those  gates  at  night, 
most  also  have  big, 
fierce  guard  dogs. 

The  only  excep¬ 
tions  we’ve  noticed  „  ^ 

are  some  of  our  na-  SPur*eon  Dunnam 
tive  Kenyan  friends  who  close  their 
gates  only  during  sleeping  hours. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  we  decided  to 
leave  our  gate  open  during  the  day  when 
any  of  us  are  home  and  to  forego  adding 
any  more  to  the  neighborhood's  night 
sounds. 

There  are  ample  reasons  for  people  of 
wealth— that  includes  anyone  whose  in¬ 
come  is  at  or  even  somewhat  below  what 
we  call  the  "poverty  level"  in  the  United 
States— to  fear  that  their  possessions 
might  be  taken.  In  a  country  where  six 
or  seven  times  more  people  are  without 
salaried  income  than  with  it,  theft  is  a 
persistent  threat— or  temptation,  de¬ 
pending  on  which  side  of  the  fence  you 
are  standing. 

I  may  yet  come  to  regret  our  decision, 
but  I  have  been  unable  to  share  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  many  European  and  American  ex¬ 
patriots  in  Kenya  that  our  persons  and 


possessions  are  in  any  greater  danger 
here  than  back  home. 

So  our  gate  stays  open— making  a 
statement,  perhaps,  that  we’re  either 
fearless,  naive  or  foolish,  depending  on 
one’s  outlook.  It  also  has  the  effect  of 
welcoming  people  to  our  home,  some  of 
whom  would  be  kept  out  of  sight  and 
mind  by  a  closed  gate. 

Today,  for  example,  an  unfamiliar 
man  rather  sheepishly  stopped  at  our 
gate  and  saw  me  sitting  in  my  garage-of¬ 
fice  50  yards  down  the  driveway.  I  con¬ 
tinued  my  reading  but  noticed  a  few 
moments  later  that  he  was  still  there 
and  maybe  a  step  or  two  closer. 

Not  really  wanting  to  be  interrupted,  I 
continued  to  read  but  arose  in  proper  Af¬ 
rican  style  to  welcome  him  as  he  contin¬ 
ued  to  move  closer. 

For  the  next  hour  I  listened  to  his  de¬ 
spairing  story  of  trying  to  make  a  living 
in  Nairobi  to  support  his  wife  and  four 
children  but  having  no  steady  work  since 
last  fall. 

He  said  he’d  finally  decided  he  would 
be  better  off  back  on  his  family’s  small, 
s/«-acre  farm  north  of  Nairobi  than  con¬ 
tinuing  to  be  one  of  several  hundred 
thousand  people  who  have  migrated  to 
Kenya’s  capital  city  in  search  of  low-but- 
steady  paying  work.  He’s  probably  right. 

I’ve  not  heard  a  more  heartrending 
story  since  I’ve  been  here,  though  I’m 
sure  there  are  many  waiting  to  be  told. 
John  said  he  was  able  to  carry  on  only 
because  of  his  faith  that  "Christ  has 
some  reason  for  me  to  remain  alive  on 
this  earth."  I  was  touched.  So  was  my 
oldest  daughter,  Delilah,  who  overheard 


the  conversation. 

I  told  John  I’d  like  to  offer  him  a  job 
but  that  we  already  have  more  help  than 
we  need.  We  decided  when  we  first  ar¬ 
rived  here  that  we’d  give  a  verbal  bless¬ 
ing  and  pocket  change  over  and  above 
our  tithe  to  the  city’s  crippled  street  beg¬ 
gars.  This  time  was  the  first,  however, 
that  I’d  found  myself  thinking  of  giving 
someone  a  larger  amount. 

It’s  possible  that  I’ve  been  duped  by  a 
performance  that  would  make  Robert 
Redford  and  Meryl  Streep  — here  to 
make  a  film  for  which  Delilah  and  her 
mother  have  joyously  signed  on  as  "ex¬ 
tras”— envious.  But  I  don’t  think  so. 

I  asked  John  how  he  happened  to  come 
to  our  house  and  he  said:  “It  was  as  if  the 
Lord  were  leading  me  right  here.  Then  I 
found  your  gate  open.  Finally,  I  decided 
to  walk  through  it . . . .” 

John  left  with  enough  cash  to  trans¬ 
port  his  whole  family  and  his  furniture 
back  home  and  a  little  extra  from  Deli¬ 
lah’s  allowance  to  help  him  buy  some 
seeds  to  plant  "while  the  long  rains  are 
here." 

As  I  sit  here  feeling  tempted  to  resent 
the  several  costs  of  this  unplanned  intru¬ 
sion  on  my  life,  a  voice  within  me  says, 
"You’ve  squandered  more  on  potentially 
less  worthy  causes  many  times.”  And  an¬ 
other  echoes,  "As  you  do  it  to  one  of  the 
least  of  my  children,  you  do  it  also  to 
me _ ” 

We’ve  decided  anew  that  the  gate  will 
stay  open.  When  I  return  home,  there 
probably  are  some  other  gates  in  my  life 
that  need  to  be  opened. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


BORN  TO  GIVE- 
BORN  TO  GROW 


The  Advance  has  been  our 
church's  program  of  second- 
mile  giving  for  36  years,  and 
it's  still  growing.  In  1984  United 
Methodists  gave  more  than  S25 
million  for  the  work  of  Christ 
and  the  church  through  the 
Advance. 

"Born  to  Give  — Born  to 
Grow"  will  help  you  celebrate 
that  record  of  giving  and  will 
encourage  you  to  continue 
supporting  the  Advance.  The 
16-minute  videotape  features 
12-year-old  Susan,  whom  many 


of  you  first  saw  in  "Born  to 
Give,"  as  she  continues  her 
spiritual  growth.  Discover  with 
Susan  how  you  can  embark  on 
a  journey  in  faith  through  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  Advance. 

To  borrow  the  videotape, 
contact  your  annual  conference 
film  librarian  or  call  EcuFilm  in 
Nashville,  Tenn., 

(800|  251-4091; 

Tennessee  residents 
call  collect,  (615) 

242-6277, 
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Bishops  offer  ‘courtesy  gesture’ 

Three  to  attend  new  unofficial  missionary  group's  first  commissioning 


Peggy  Hutchison,  under  indictment  for  harboring  illegal  aliens  in  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Ariz.,  listens  to  discussion  before  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
votes  $25,000  for  her  and  others'  legal  defense.  She  is  a  member  of  the  board. 

BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  GOODWIN 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editors 

The  president  of  United  Methodism’s 
Council  of  Bishops  has  designated  three 
bishops  to  attend  the  May  6  commission¬ 
ing  in  Dallas  of  the  first  missionaries  to  be 
sent  by  a  new  unofficial  mission  agency. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  said  it  is  a 
gesture  toward  reconciliation  but  not  an 
endorsement  of  the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists. 

The  society’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
H.T.  Maclin,  responded:  “We  will  warm¬ 
ly  welcome  the  bishops.”  (Several  dozen 
United  Methodists,  citing  a  need  for 
more  “evangelical”  and  "traditionalist” 
mission  work,  had  formed  the  Mission 
Society  a  year  ago.) 

Four  couples  are  expected  to  be  com¬ 
missioned  for  overseas  service.  The  bish- 


Board  aids  sanctuary  defense  fund 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK -The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Program  Divi¬ 
sion  voted  at  its  spring  meeting  here  to 
give  $25,000  to  aid  the  legal  defense  of  per¬ 
sons  indicted  last  January  for  providing 
sanctuary  to  Central  American  refugees. 

The  vote  to  help  the  16  indicted  sanc¬ 
tuary  workers,  including  two  United 
Methodists,  came  in  response  to  an  im¬ 
passioned  plea  by  one  of  those  workers, 
Peggy  Hutchison  of  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Ms.  Hutchison  is  also  a  board  member 
of  the  church’s  mission  agency.  She  rep¬ 
resents  the  newly  formed  Desert  South¬ 
west  conference. 

“Help  us  not  to  give  up,”  Ms.  Hutchi¬ 
son  said  to  fellow  board  members  after 
telling  how  the  faith  and  compassion  she 
learned  growing  up  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  motivated  her  actions  on 
behalf  of  the  refugees. 

Ms.  Hutchison  estimated  that  legal  ex¬ 
penses  for  herself  and  the  other  persons 


indicted  in  January,  including  United 
Methodist  Phil  Willis-Conger,  will  ex¬ 
ceed  $1  million.  The  trial  is  set  to  begin 
July  9. 

The  $25,000  voted  by  the  board  is  the 
first  direct  financial  aid  given  by  the 
mission  agency  to  indicted  workers. 
However,  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  the 
agency’s  deputy  general  secretary, 
pointed  out  that  his  office  offered  bail 
bond  money  and  other  emergency  aid  at 
the  time  of  the  indictments. 

In  addition  to  providing  financial  aid, 
board  members  voted  to  join  with  other 
groups  to  challenge  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration’s  interpretation  of  the  Refugee 
Act  of  1980.  That  interpretation  has 
largely  denied  legal  refugee  status  to 
Central  Americans  fleeing  the  conflict  in 
their  homeland. 

Board  members  voted  to  file  “appro¬ 
priate”  friend-of-the-court  briefs  sup¬ 
porting  sanctuary  workers  and  refugees 
facing  litigation  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States. 


Ms.  Hutchison  described  for  board 
members  the  tension  surrounding  her  ar¬ 
rest  and  the  sadness  and  outrage  she  and 
others  felt  after  learning  how  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  agents  had  infiltrated  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement. 

She  said  the  infiltrators  sat  in  church 
meetings  with  movement  workers, 
prayed  and  shared  their  faith  and  even 
testified  to  being  “called  to  help  the  so¬ 
journers  in  their  midst.” 

Ironically,  she  said,  the  infiltrators’ 
undercover  operation  had  the  code  name 
"Sojourner.” 

As  an  example  of  the  trust  the  infiltra¬ 
tors  had  gained,  Ms.  Hutchison  said,  they 
were  given  money  from  movement  funds 
to  cover  auto  expenses. 

Among  other  things,  Ms.  Hutchison 
said,  "It  appears  they  (the  infiltrators) 
were  guilty  of  double-dipping,”  since 
they  presumably  were  also  being  reim¬ 
bursed  for  their  expenses  by  the  govern¬ 
ment. 


Missions  board  backs  grape  boycott, 
pressures  U.S.  firms  to  fight  apartheid 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK-The  largest  of  United 
Methodism’s  five  general  boards  and 
agencies  took  bold  steps  at  its  annual 
spring  meeting  here  to  involve  the  church 
.in  two  major  actions  related  to  issues  of 
.business  corporation  responsibility. 

In  the  first  action,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  directors  voted  over¬ 
whelmingly  to  participate  in  a  boycott  of 
non-union  harvested  table  grapes  from 
California. 

In  the  second  action,  the  board  voted  un¬ 
animously  to  join  existing  ecumenical  ef¬ 
forts  calling  on  U.S.  corporations  to  in¬ 
crease  pressure  on  the  government  of 
South  Africa  to  dismantle  its  policy  of  legal¬ 
ly  enforced  racial  separation  (apartheid) . 

Those  two  actions  parallel,  and  in  cer- 
,  tain  key  respects  go  beyond,  similar  ac¬ 
tions  taken  less  than  a  month  ago  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
the  denomination’s  social  action  agency. 

Union  requests  boycott 

The  mission  agency’s  call  for  a  boy¬ 
cott  of  table  grapes  came  in  response  to 
a  request  from  the  United  Farm  Work- 
.ers  labor  union. 

According  to  union  representative  Ar¬ 
turo  Rodrigues,  the  boycott  is  needed  at 
this  time  because  California  grape  grow¬ 
ers  are  "circumventing”  contract  negoti¬ 
ations  with  the  union. 

Mr.  Rodriguez  described  conditions 
facing  farm  workers  who  pick  grapes, 
including  widespread  violations  of  earli¬ 
er  contracts  calling  for  minimum  safety 
and  sanitation  standards  in  the  fields. 

)  For  example,  he  said,  toilet  facilities 
frequently  are  not  provided  for  the 
workers. 

Unlike  a  Church  and  Society  decision 
last  month  to  “study”  the  need  for  a 
grape  boycott,  mission  agency  directors 
rejected  a  similar  proposal  for  study  in 
:  favor  of  immediate  boycott  efforts. 

Board  member  Rosendo  Rivero,  an  El 
Paso,  Texas,  businessman,  said  it  was 
•  time  to  put  "teeth”  into  the  church’s  ac¬ 
tion  in  order  to  make  a  “clear  state¬ 
ment”  supporting  the  boycott  instead  of 
■  simply  studying  the  situation. 


Mr.  Rivero  expressed  outrage  that 
"people  of  Mexican  origin”  who  pick 
grapes  "do  not  even  have  a  place  to  go  to 
the  bathroom”  when  they’re  at  work. 

Carolyn  Oehler  of  Elgin,  Ill.,  called 
the  board’s  attention  to  a  1984  General 
Conference  resolution  recommending 
careful  study  before  any  boycott  action 
is  taken  by  a  church  body.  In  response, 
Clifford  Aguilar  of  Long  Beach,  Calif., 
assured  the  board  that  conditions  facing 
the  grape  workers  "have  not  changed” 
since  an  earlier  board-supported  boycott 
was  conducted  in  the  seventies. 

The  resolution  supporting  the  grape 
boycott  called  for  other  church  agencies, 
annual  conferences  and  ecumenical  bod¬ 
ies  to  take  similar  action. 

The  resolution  stated  that  the  boycott 
will  be  ended  when  "at  least  60  percent 
of  table  grapes  are  harvested  by  farm 
workers  holding  a  contract  through  the 
United  Farm  Workers." 

A  resolution  calling  for  another  boy¬ 
cott,  this  time  of  Campbell’s  Soup  Company, 
received  considerable  support  before 
being  tabled  by  members  of  the  board’s 
National  Program  Division. 

The  motion  to  table  the  proposed  boy¬ 
cott  of  Campbell  followed  word  from 
board  member  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  of 
Indianapolis  that  Campbell  officials  had 
recently  agreed  to  negotiate  with  the 
Farm  Labor  Organizing  Committee. 

The  board,  however,  did  approve  a 
motion  to  "communicate”  to  Campbell 
and  the  farm  labor  group  that  the  boy¬ 
cott  resolution  was  tabled  "pending  the 
successful  resolution  of  their  negotia¬ 
tions,”  keeping  open  the  possibility  that 
a  boycott  could  be  called  for  later. 

Selected  corporations  targeted 

In  action  aimed  at  ending  South  Afri¬ 
can  apartheid,  mission  agency  directors 
voted  to  put  pressure  on  "selected  corpo¬ 
rations”  that  do  business  in  South  Africa. 

Targeted  corporations  will  be  selected 
on  the  basis  of  the  role  they  play  in  bol¬ 
stering  the  South  African  economy,  sales 
made  to  South  African  police/military 
and  the  corporations’  history  of  dialogue 
with  church  groups  regarding  apartheid. 


There's  A  World 
Out  There!" 


As  United  Methodists  we 
have  many  ways  to  say  "we 
carer  Discover  how  World 
Service  and  other  benevo¬ 
lence  funds  of  the  church 
express  your  caring 
worldwide. 

Discover  what  each  of  the 
church  askings  provides  in 
mission  and  ministry  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ. 


"There's  A  World  Out  There" 
is  a  new  color,  sound  film¬ 
strip  illustrating  the  work 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  —  your  workl 

To  secure  this  new  benevo¬ 
lence  filmstrip  for  use  in 
your  congregation,  contact 
your  annual  conference 
resource  library  or  EcuFilm 
in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


ops’  actual  role  in  the  commissioning 
service  was  not  spelled  out. 

Considerable  speculation  had  risen 
about  whether  any  bishops  would  help 
commission  missionaries  from  the  soci¬ 
ety,  since  many  UM  leaders  see  the  soci¬ 
ety  as  a  rival  to  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  a  threat 
to  church  unity. 

The  presence  of  bishops  holds  a  lot  of 
historical  significance,  Bishop  Thomas 
told  the  Reporter  last  week. 

"No  missionary  in  our  church  has  been 
commissioned  without  a  bishop,”  Bishop 
Thomas  of  the  Ohio  East  Area  said. 

(Many  United  Methodists,  however, 
serve  as  missionaries  in  non-UM  agen¬ 
cies  without  being  commissioned  by  a 
bishop.) 

Some  persons  have  contended  that  a 
boycott  of  the  Mission  Society’s  commis¬ 
sioning  service  by  the  bishops  would 
strengthen  the  image  that  the  society  is 
outside  the  church  and  would  protect 
Global  Ministries'  role  as  the  only  official 
United  Methodist  missionary  agency. 

A  Global  Ministries  executive  assured 
the  board’s  directors  at  their  meeting  on 
April  19  that  no  bishops  would  partici¬ 
pate  as  consecrators  or  observers  at  the 
Mission  Society’s  commissioning. 

However,  the  Reporter  has  learned  that 
his  statement  was  based  on  a  conversation 
with  a  bishop  who  didn’t  know  about  Bish¬ 
op  Thomas’  gesture  of  “courtesy.” 

‘We  are  all  United  Methodists' 

Bishop  Thomas  said  Bishops  William 
B.  Grove  (West  Virginia  Area),  Earl  G. 
Hunt  (Florida  Area)  and  John  W.  Russell 
(Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area)  will  attend  the 
commissioning  at  his  request. 

He  said  he  placed  no  restrictions  on 
how  they  participate. 

“That  is  for  them  and  Dr.  (Ira)  Galla- 
way  (Mission  Society  chairman)  to  work 
out,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Thomas  said  he  knows  UM 


bishops  have  sharp  differences  of  opin¬ 
ion  about  the  Mission  Society  and  that 
some  likely  will  question  his  judgment. 

But  he  said  he  feels  it  is  important  to 
show  Mission  Society  supporters  that  the 
bishops  don’t  consider  them  to  be  ene¬ 
mies. 

"We  are  all  United  Methodists,”  he 
said.  "The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
these  are  United  Methodist  people  who 
believe— although  I  may  not -that  they 
are  doing  something  good  for  the  church. 

"We  can  have  fraternal  relations  with 
all  the  church  ...  I  hope  not  too  much  is 
read  into  this.  The  Council  of  Bishops  is 
in  no  position  to  endorse  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  when  the  1984  General  Conference 
did  not.” 

Dr.  Maclin  of  the  Mission  Society  said 
Bishop  Thomas  had  contacted  him  about 
sending  representatives  at  a  time  he  was 
feeling  deep  alienation  from  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  structures.  He  said  one  bishop 
earlier  had  agreed  to  participate  in  the 
commissioning  and  then  had  backed  out, 
citing  heavy  pressure  from  other  church 
leaders  not  to  attend. 

"We  have  learned  to  keep  quiet  until 
everything  is  in  place  about  any  plans  to 
send  a  missionary  because  of  the  tre¬ 
mendous  pressure  church  leadership 
brings  to  bear  on  the  receiving  agency  or 
church  to  change  their  mind  about  ac¬ 
cepting  our  help,”  Dr.  Maclin  said. 

He  said  society  leaders  have  not 
sought  official  recognition  but  have 
wanted  to  be  treated  as  United  Method¬ 
ists.  He  said  they  greatly  welcome  Bish¬ 
op  Thomas’  allowing  and  even 
encouraging  leaders  to  relate  congenial¬ 
ly  with  the  Mission  Society. 

Global  Ministries  reacts 

Mention  of  the  Mission  Society  gener¬ 
ated  a  lively  exchange  at  the  recent 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  meeting. 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson  of  Los  Ange- 


The  first  step  will  be  to  ask  the  corpo¬ 
rations  to  demand  publicly  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  South  Africa  end  its  apart¬ 
heid  policy  and  to  threaten  to  cease  doing 
business  in  that  country  if  South  Africa 
doesn’t  respond  positively. 

If  corporations  do  not  make  such  a  pub¬ 
lic  statement  by  Sept.  25— designated  by 
anti-apartheid  groups  as  “Free  South  Afri¬ 
ca  Day”— the  second  step  will  be  the  di¬ 
vestment  of  all  stocks  and  bonds  held  by 
Global  Ministries  in  those  corporations. 

The  mission  board’s  action  regarding 
South  Africa  is  similar  in  most  key  re¬ 
spects  to  that  taken  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Both  include 
efforts  to  stop  the  purchase,  sale  and 
promotion  of  the  Krugerrand  gold  coin 
minted  in  South  Africa. 

A  major  difference  between  the  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  South  Africa  action  and 
that  taken  by  Church  and  Society  was  a 
call  by  the  mission  board  to  African 
United  Methodist  conferences.  The  board 
encouraged  African  United  Methodists 
to  "initiate  action  which  expresses  soli¬ 
darity  with  their  brothers  and  sisters”  in 
South  Africa  and  to  promote  efforts  to 
end  apartheid. 

The  call  to  African  church  members 
was  occasioned  in  part  by  indignation 
voiced  by  board  director  Pearline  John¬ 
son  of  Monrovia,  Liberia. 

Ms.  Johnson,  who  is  black,  reported 
that  during  her  flight  to  the  board  meet¬ 
ing  she  was  seated  by  a  white  man  from 
South  Africa.  When  the  man  wanted  to 
leave  his  seat,  he  asked  the  airline  stew¬ 
ard  to  request  Ms.  Johnson  to  move  so  he 
could  get  to  the  aisle. 

"If  that  man  would  not  dare  touch,  let 
along  talk  to,  a  black  person  outside  his 
own  country,”  Ms.  Johnson  said,  "imag¬ 
ine  what  he  must  be  like  when  he’s 
home”  in  South  Africa. 

In  a  “corporate  responsibility”  action 
of  another,  somewhat  ironic,  sort,  the 
board’s  Women’s  Division  told  of  steps  to 
evict  a  Native  American  organization 
from  the  division-owned  Church  Center 
for  the  United  Nations  because  of  rent 
nonpayment. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


WORLD  SERVICE  —  giving  starts  a  chain  reaction! 


Nell  Lewis 


Whittier  expresses  faith 
through  wood  carvings 


Reprter  Staff  Special 

LUMBERTON,  N.C.-Nell  Windley 
Lewis  is  a  wood-carver  or,  as  she  pre¬ 
fers  to  call  herself,  a  whittler. 

Her  small  apartment  at  The  Wesley 
Pines  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Home  is  usually  cluttered  with  in-pro- 
gress  or  nearly  finished  wooden  carv¬ 
ings,  tiny  drawshaves,  miniscule 
chisels  and  a  hundred  or  so  knives. 

The  tools  of  her  hobby  were  among 
the  few  personal  treasures  Mrs.  Lewis 
brought  when  she  and  her  husband, 
Homer,  sold  their  home  in  Beaufort 
and  moved  into  Wesley  Pines  after  he 
suffered  a  heart  attack  and  stroke  in 
1982. 

Among  these  treasures,  too,  is  a  copy 
of  "The  Story  of  Methodists  in  the  Port 
of  Beaufort.”  A  lifelong  Methodist. 
Mrs.  Lewis  is  singled  out  in  the  book  as 
“efficient,  versatile,  loyal  and  self-sac¬ 
rificing.”  As  a  youth  she  was  president 
of  the  Epworth  League.  She  served  10 
years  as  secretary-treasurer  for  the 
Ann  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
and  15  years  as  a  member  of  its  offical 
board.  She  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Woman’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  and  received  an  honorary  life 
membership. 

Although  she  reads  lips  well  enough 
for  one-on-one  conversation,  severe 
hearing  loss  makes  it  hard  for  Mrs. 
Lewis  to  participate  in  the  church.  But 


those  who  know  her  at  Wesley  Pines 
describe  her  as  a  deeply  religious  per¬ 
son  who  radiates  her  faith  and  reaches 
out  to  others  in  acts  of  kindness. 

“She’s  so  open  and  friendly,  she  makes 
new  people  feel  at  home,"  said  Teresa 
Osborn,  secretary  to  the  director.  "It’s  a 
difficult  adjustment.  And  when  someone 
is  in  trouble,  she  talks  to  them." 

Mrs.  Lewis  also  communicates  her 
faith  through  carving.  "God  gives  us 
each  our  own  talent,  and  he  gave  me  my 
ability  to  carve,”  said  the  self-taught 
woodcarver  in  a  recent  interview. 

The  73-year-old  who  “likes  it  busy" 
averages  about  eight  hours  a  day  work¬ 
ing  at  her  long-time  hobby. 

Mrs.  Lewis  says  she  "took  up  whit¬ 
tling  out  of  curiosity"  as  a  young  wife. 
“I  had  always  liked  the  smell  of  wood  — 
had  seen  what  others  had  done,”  she  said, 
“And  I  decided  I  could  do  it,  too.” 

So  in  addition  to  performing  her  du¬ 
ties  as  wife,  mother  of  four,  church 
worker,  eight  years  service  with  the 
U.S.O.  (resulting  in  her  being  named  an 
honorary  U.S.  Marine),  and  working 
several  years  for  the  U.S.  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice,  Mrs.  Lewis  was  sharpening  her 
whittling  skills.  Arthritis  and  growing 
deafness  hastened  retirement  but  did 
not  slow  down  the  woman  described  as 
"outrageously  energetic.” 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


President’s  ‘mistakes’  rapped 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  President  Reagan’s 
“mistakes”  in  the  Bitburg/Bergen-Bel- 
sen  decision  have  been  termed  "a  trage¬ 
dy  of  moral  myopia  and  insensitivity”  by 
a  United  Methodist  specialist  in  inter- 
faith  relations. 

The  Rev.  Robert  W  Huston,  general 
secretary  of  the  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Intereligious  Concerns, 
made  an  ethical  distinction  between 
"systematic  attempts  by  the  Hitler  re¬ 
gime  to  annihilate  a  people  because  of 
race”  and  the  "normal  deaths  incurred 
in  the  ‘game  of  war.’  ”  Insensitivity  to 
this  distinction  is  a  “tragic  illustration 
of  racism."  he  said. 


“The  deeper  tragedy  of  such  errors  of 
judgment,"  Dr.  Huston  added,  “is  that 
perhaps  they  are  a  reflection  of  a  new 
anti-Jewish  mood  or  an  implicit  support 
for  anti-Semitism.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  said 
clearly  that  anti-Semitism  is  an  unsup- 
portable  attitude  for  the  Christian  (1972 
General  Conference). 

"As  the  holocaust  alerted  us  to  the  re¬ 
sult  of  distorted  Christian  teaching  about 
Judaism,”  said  Dr.  Huston,  "may  we  as 
Christians  be  alerted  by  this  situation  to 
need  for  renewed  effort  to  identify  and 
root  out  the  distortion.  May  we  join  with 
Jews  in  saying  never  again." 


les  charged  that  while  Global  Ministries 
no  longer  is  "an  old  boys’  club,”  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  is  a  white  male  group  "insu¬ 
lated  from  the  reality  of  the  world.” 

The  real  issue  before  the  church,  he 
said,  is  the  "gulf  between  the  insulated 
local  church  and  the  needs  of  the  world. 
No  agency  of  the  church  has  changed  so 
much  as  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  be  consonant  with  God’s  mandate  to 
be  inclusive  in  all  respects— racially, 
sexually,  etc.” 

Phil  Susag  of  Manchester,  Conn.,  then 
moved  that  "the  board  goes  on  record  af¬ 
firming  its  staff  leadership  and  the  in¬ 
tention  to  move  ahead." 

Before  the  near-unanimous  affirma¬ 
tive  vote,  the  Rev.  Joe  Rand  of  Bradford, 
Mass.,  asked  for  permission  to  speak.  As 
mission  secretary  for  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Annual  Conference,  he  was  an  in¬ 
vited  guest  of  the  board.  He  said  he  was 
"greatly  disturbed”  by  what  he  had 
heard  at  the  board  meeting. 

Mr.  Rand  said  he  hadn’t  been  involved 
with  the  Mission  Society  but  that  he  had 
related  to  the  "evangelical"  Good  News 
caucus  for  many  years.  He  said  he  feels 
the  Mission  Society  is  listening  to  many 
concerns  in  local  churches  that  are  being 
ignored  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

A  director  from  Tennessee  quickly 
took  a  microphone  and  asked  what  those 
concerns  are,  but  the  chairwoman  ruled 
the  exchange  out  of  order. 

About  a  half-dozen  representatives 
each  from  Global  Ministries,  the  Mission 
Society  and  Council  of  Bishops  continue 
to  meet  in  dialogue  sessions  mandated 
by  the  1984  General  Conference.  They  con¬ 
ducted  three  meetings  during  General 
Conference,  three  in  Boston  and  one  in 
Chicago  last  week. 

By  agreement,  nobody  is  reporting 
anything  about  the  sessions  until  some¬ 
thing  substantive  can  be  agreed  upon, 
Bishop  Thomas  told  the  Reporter.  He 
said  there  is  nothing  to  report. 

"But  I  think  the  Council  of  Bishops  as 
a  whole  hopes  reconciliation  of  some 
kind  will  come  at  some  time,”  and  that  is 
the  reason  for  fraternal  gestures  such  as 
the  delegation  to  the  commissioning  ser¬ 
vice,  he  said. 

Death  sentence 
given  to  convict 
in  pastor’s  death 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

Three  trials  are  in  various  stages  for 
five  persons  charged  in  separate  cases  of 
murder  of  United  Methodist  clergy  in 
Louisiana  and  Texas  and  an  employee  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  in 
Nashville. 

In  Palo  Pinto,  Texas,  Robert  Michael 
Purtell,  25,  was  sentenced  to  death  April 
22  after  being  found  guilty  of  the  February 
1984  murder  of  the  Rev.  John  Basham  of 
Dublin,  Texas. 

The  month-long  trial  wound  up  April 
19  and  sentencing  followed  a  45-minute 
deliberation,  according  to  Palo  Pinto 
County  district  attorney  Jim  Ashby. 

Mr.  Purtell  and  Dale  Arthur  John  Car- 
rasquillo,  23,  were  indicted  in  May  1984 
on  capital  murder  charges  in  the  death 
of  the  pastor.  Mr.  Carrasquillo’s  trial 
date  is  to  be  determined,  the  district  at¬ 
torney  said. 

Texas  law  requires  an  automatic  ap¬ 
peal  of  death  sentences,  Mr.  Ashby  said. 

In  Louisiana,  Winthrop  Earl  Eaton,  20, 
from  Monroe,  La.,  has  been  indicted  by  a 
grand  jury  on  charges  of  first  degree 
murder  in  the  stabbing  death  of  the  Rev. 
Lea  Joiner,  also  of  Monroe.  He  pleaded 
innocent  due  to  insanity  according  to  Oua¬ 
chita  Parish  district  attorney  James  Norris. 

A  sanity  commission  will  meet  in  May 
to  determine  if  Mr.  Eaton  was  tempo¬ 
rarily  insane  at  the  time  of  the  murder 
and  if  he  is  mentally  competent  to  stand 
trial,  Mr.  Norris  said.  The  commission 
will  make  a  recommendation,  but  a 
judge  will  ultimately  decide,  the  district 
attorney  explained. 

Mr.  Eaton's  trial  is  expected  to  get  un¬ 
der  way  in  June,  Mr.  Norris  said. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  arrested  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  two  days  after  the  pastor's  mutilat¬ 
ed  body  was  found  in  a  cotton  field  sev¬ 
eral  miles  outside  of  the  northeast 
Louisiana  city.  He  was  reportedly  driving 
her  late  model  car. 

Ms.  Joiner,  67,  was  minister  of  Southside 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  largest 
United  Methodist  congregation  led  by  a 
woman.  She  started  the  church  30  years 
ago  with  a  membership  of  125;  member¬ 
ship  was  2,500  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

In  Tennessee,  a  15-year-old  Georgia 
girl  has  been  charged  with  first  degree 
murder  in  the  stabbing  death  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  staff  mem¬ 
ber  Brenda  Blanton  Lane. 

Joanne  McNamara,  of  Marietta,  Ga., 
will  be  tried  as  an  adult  in  Circuit  Court 
in  Manchester,  Tenn.,  starting  Aug.  16.  A 
tentative  date  of  Aug.  6  was  set  for  trial 
for  her  boyfriend,  Gregory  Thompson,  23, 
who  is  also  charged  with  first  degree 
murder  in  Ms.  Lane’s  death. 

Ms.  McNamara  and  Mr  Thompson  al¬ 
legedly  kinapped  Ms.  Lane  from  a  subur¬ 
ban  Nashville  shopping  center  parking 
lot  at  knifepoint  on  New  Year’s  day,  then 
drove  her  to  an  isolated  area  of  Coffee 
County,  where  Mr  Thompson  allegedly 
stabbed  her  four  times. 

The  pair  were  arrested  Jan.  3  in  Mari¬ 
etta,  a  suburb  north  of  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Thompson  began  a  30-day  psychi¬ 
atric  evaluation  at  Middle  Tennessee 
Mental  Health  Institute  April  18. 
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UMs  to  help  Japanese  Christians  rescue  "sex  slaves’ 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  ivrapup 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

A  young  woman  somewhere  in  Asia 
who  unwittingly  is  about  to  become  one 
of  Japan's  "sex  slaves"  may  have  a  bet¬ 
ter  chance  of  escape  because  of  a  new 
United  Methodist  mission  expenditure. 

The  Japanese  underworld's  illegal  pro¬ 
stitution  industry  binds  an  estimated  100,000 
women  from  other  nations.  Japanese 
church  leaders  say. 

United  Methodism's  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  last  month  voted  $40,000 
to  help  Japanese  Christian  colleagues 
renovate  a  Tokyo  building  to  be  a  magnet 
and  refuge  for  women  fleeing  their  gang¬ 
ster  masters. 

“I  know  of  no  other  effort  like  this  in 
all  of  Asia."  said  Pat  Patterson,  head  of 
the  Global  Ministries’  Northeast  Asia 
mission  programs. 

Grants  window  on  world’s  needs 

The  $40,000  grant  is  an  example  of 
how  Global  Ministries  directors  at  their 
semi-annual  meetings  offer  money  col¬ 
lected  from  United  Methodists  to  meet 
human  needs  that  often  are  addressed  by 
few  other  sources. 

The  amount  of  money  involved  is  size- 
able.  Directors  granted  more  than  $5 
million  at  last  month’s  meeting  to  dozens 
of  projects  around  the  world. 

Directors  find  the  several  hundred  pages 
of  grant  descriptions  provide  a  window 
on  the  crying  needs  of  the  world. 

Asian  prostitution  is  one  of  the  most 
pathetic  problems,  according  to  materi¬ 
al  sent  from  Japanese  Christian  leaders. 

They  described  a  typical  route,  re 
peated  weekly,  into  what  is  "virtual 
slavery”: 


A  man  posing  as  a  legitimate  Japa¬ 
nese  businessman  entices  young  women 
to  a  hotel  room  for  auditions,  ostensibly 
to  become  high-paid  dancers  and  other 
workers  in  Japan.  The  poverty  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  women  and  the  economic 
dominance  of  Japan  throughout  Asia 
contribute  to  the  large  numbers  of  wom¬ 
en  who  audition. 

Thailand  (see  UMR,  Oct.  19)  and  the 
Philippines  are  prime  recruiting  grounds. 
Many  of  the  women  chosen  there  are 
Christians.  Most  don’t  know  prostitution  is 
expected  until  they  arrive  in  Japan. 

Chosen  women  are  met  in  Japan  by 
organized  crime  figures  who  confiscate 
their  passports,  taking  away  much  of 
their  chance  for  independent  mobility. 
The  women  then  are  forced  into  prostitu¬ 
tion  in  Japan’s  cabarets,  nightclubs  and 
restaurants.  Threats  of  violence  and 
even  death,  as  well  as  their  inability  to 
speak  Japanese,  prohibit  many  from  try¬ 
ing  to  break  loose. 

Nowhere  else  to  turn 

They  have  nowhere  to  turn,  said  the 
Women’s  Committee  of  the  National 
Christian  Council  in  Japan.  The  commit¬ 
tee  stated  that  aid  to  the  “sex  slaves”  is 
an  affirmation  of  "women’s  equality  and 
dignity  as  part  of  God’s  plan.” 

Only  about  1  percent  of  Japan’s  popu¬ 
lation  is  Christian. 

Global  Ministries’  $40,000  grant  to¬ 
ward  the  $210,000  renovation  of  an  “es¬ 
cape  house"  is  like  most  grants  in  that  it 
is  being  given  to  a  group  of  Christians  in 


the  receiving  country  which  has  proven 
its  ability  to  use  the  money  well. 

The  escape  house  will  be  run  by  the 
Japan  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  which  since  1886  has  helped  in 
three  major  periods  of  legal  prostitution 
to  rehabilitate  thousands  of  women. 

Ms.  Patterson  of  Global  Ministries 
said  the  present  challenge  may  be  the 
most  dangerous  because  of  the  huge  sys¬ 
tem  of  organized  crime  the  escape  house 
will  confront. 

Global  Ministries  also  approved  a 
$5,000  grant  to  the  Asian  Church  Wom¬ 
en’s  Conference  for  a  Nov.  18-21  Work¬ 
shop  on  Tourism  and  Prostitution  to  be 
held  in  Taiwan. 

New  problems  delay 
aid  into  Afghanistan 

New  complications  have  postponed 
the  recently  announced  request  for  U.S. 
churches  to  help  famine  victims  inside 
Afghanistan  (see  UMR,  March  15). 

Questions  about  risks  of  sending  aid 
into  the  war-torn  nation  emerged  one 
week  before  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  meeting. 

Thus,  the  board's  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  did  not 
discuss  Afghanistan  aid,  said  Norma 
Kehrberg,  UMCOR  chief  executive. 

The  Rev.  Lawrence  Tumipseed  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  Church 
World  Service  told  the  Reporter  in 
March  that  the  scorched  earth  policy  of 


Hispanic  women  culturally  diverse 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— What  does  the  term  "His¬ 
panic”  mean  as  applied  to  United  Meth¬ 
odists? 

By  definition,  “Hispanic”  relates  to 
the  people,  speech,  or  culture  of  the  Ibe¬ 
rian  Peninsula  ( Hispania )  or  to  their  de¬ 
scendants.  More  commonly  “Hispanic” 
is  used  in  the  U.S.  to  describe  persons  of 
Spanish-speaking  ancestry. 

Beyond  certain  commonalities  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Spanish  language  and  tradi¬ 
tion,  however,  "Hispanic”  encompasses 
wide  diversity. 

For  example,  much  dissimilarity  of 
appearance  is  found  among  Hispanics. 
Three  faces  on  the  logo  designed  for  the 
recent  Hispanic  United  Methodist  wom¬ 
en's  consultation  (see  UMR,  April  26) 
show  the  different  colors  of  the  people 
called  Hispanic  in  this  country:  the  white 
of  the  European  Caucasian,  the  brown  of 
the  American  Indian,  and  the  black  of 
the  African  Negro.  n  •» 

Three  races  included 

As  consultation  materials  pointed  out,  a 
Hispanic  person  may  belong  to  one  of  the 
three  races  or  be  a  mixture  of  any  two  or 
all  three.  The  largest  number  of  Hispanics 
are  mestizos  of  mixed  European  and  Indi¬ 
an  blood.  The  mulatto  Hispanic  of  mixed 
Caucasian  and  Negro  comes  primarily 
from  the  Caribbean  area. 

Hispanic  United  Methodist  women  at 
the  consultation  represented,  by  birth  or 
ancestry,  most  countries  in  South  Ameri¬ 
ca,  Central  America,  the  islands  of  the 
Caribbean,  and  Mexico.  They  also  repre¬ 
sented  sub-groups  within  the  total  His¬ 
panic  population  which  tend  to 
concentrate  in  distinct  regions  in  the 
U.S. —Cubans  in  Florida,  Dominicans 
and  Colombians  in  New  York,  Guatema¬ 
lans  and  Salvadorans  in  Los  Angeles  and 
Chicago,  Mexicans  in  the  Southwest, 


Jersey,  etc. 

Consultation  planners  explained  that 
the  geographical  dispersion  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  Hispanic  groups  dictated  the  need  of 
a  national  consultation  for  Hispanic 
women  to  reach  any  kind  of  consensus  of 
their  needs  and  to  achieve  the  kind  of 
unity  necessary  to  become  more  of  a 
factor  within  the  denomination. 

All  Hispanics,  said  workshop  leader 
Dr.  Marta  Sotomayor,  come  from  a  long 
Roman  Catholic,  hierarchical  tradition. 
Self-determination  and  assertiveness  are 
not  a  part  of  that  tradition,  especially 
for  the  Hispanic  woman.  Illustrating  the 
patriarchal  aspect  of  the  tradition,  one 
participant  in  the  consultation  said,  “I 
was  taught  from  youth  that  it  is  the  man 
who  commands.” 

Religion  part  of  tradition 

The  long  Spanish  and  historical  tradi¬ 
tion  of  Hispanic  Americans,  according  to 
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for  Your  1985-86  Adult  Sunday  School  Class 
With  These  Popular  Interdenominational  Resources 


The  International  Lesson 
Annual,  1985-86 

Relevant  and  timely,  this 
invaluable  resource  enables 
teachers  of  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lesson  Series 
develop  step-by-step  lesson  plans 
for  every  Sunday  from  September 
1985  through  August  1986.  Only 
$7.50.  paper,  ISBN  0-687-19149-1 


Class  Devotions,  1985-86 

Designed  to  accompany  The 
International  Lesson  Annual, 
Peloubet's  Notes,  Higley's, 
Broadman  Comments,  Tarbell’s 
and  Standard,  Class  Devotions  is 
also  a  viable  tool  by  itself.  Each  of 
the  52  devotions  begins  with  a 
Bible  reading,  followed  by  a  short 
narrative  illustration  and  closes 
with  a  brief  prayer.  Only,  $5.95, 
paper.  ISBN  0-687-08625-6 
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workshop  leader  Aida  Rivera  Carrasco, 
includes  the  Spanish  language  and  cus¬ 
toms,  poverty  and  suffering,  the  strong 
influence  of  Aztecs,  Mayas,  Incas,  etc.  in 
Hispanics'  racial  mixture  and  culture, 
patriotism,  love  of  the  land,  and  “respect 
of  the  woman.”  By  tradition,  she  said, 
Hispanics  are  religious. 

While  some  women  at  the  consultation 
came  from  several  generations  of  Meth¬ 
odism,  others  were  recent  converts  and 
the  first  Protestants  in  their  families. 
One  participant  who  is  nearing  comple¬ 
tion  of  her  doctorate  was  not  only  the 
first  in  her  family  to  become  a  United 
Methodist  but  also  the  first  to  attend  col¬ 
lege.  For  others,  higher  education  was  a 
family  norm. 

Yet,  underlying  the  diversity  of  the 
Hispanic  United  Methodist  women  was 
the  unity  of  the  Hispanic  ambiente  (feel¬ 
ing  of  atmosphere),  symbolized  by  the 
Spanish  language.  Mrs.  Montoya,  who 
said  she  is  seldom  with  a  large  group  of 
Hispanics  and  speaks  English  more 
readily  than  Spanish,  probably  spoke  for 
all  when  she  said,  "Hearing  them  sing  in 
Spanish  makes  me  feel  so  good.  I  guess 
it’s  still  my  mother  tongue.” 

Not  all  Hispanics  "look”  Hispanic, 
even  to  other  Hispanics.  For  instance,  at 
the  Hispanic  women’s  consultation  a 
"black”  Hispanic  workshop  leader  asked 
two  "white”  Hispanic  participants  if 
they  needed  translators. 

Even  surnames  are  not  infallible  clues 
to  Hispanic  identity.  Ivey.  Jordan  and 
Williams  — non-Hispanic  surnames  of 
Hispanic  participants  in  the  Hispanic 
women’s  consultation— do  not  give  the 
same  clue  to  Hispanic  identity  as  do  sur¬ 
names  of  other  participants  such  as  Cha¬ 
vez,  Gonzalez,  Lopez,  Martinez,  and 
Rivera. 

Commonality,  diversity  mixed 

The  sharing  of  a  variety  of  regional 
costumes,  songs,  poetry,  dances  and  na¬ 
tional  histories  in  a  “cultural”  evening 
brought  out  both  the  commonality  and 
the  diversity  of  the  various  sub-groups 
within  the  overall  Hispanic  culture. 

Underlying  the  various  musical  offer¬ 
ings  was  a  recognizable  Latin  beat  and 
grace  of  movement.  Evident  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  styles  of  dress  was  a  similar  love 
of  color  and  beauty.  The  poetry  selec¬ 
tions.  however  different  the  topic,  ex¬ 
pressed  a  similar  depth  of  sensitivity 
and  Hispanic  perception. 

Fluency  in  Spanish  varied  among  the 
women  as  did  accent  and  vocabulary, 
just  as  English  would  vary  in  a  group  of 
Australian,  British,  and  American  wom¬ 
en.  Women  who  live  or  have  lived  much 
of  their  lives  in  Spanish-speaking  countries 
expressed  themselves  solely  in  Spanish, 
while  second  and  third  generation  Amer¬ 
ican-born  Hispanics  lapsed  frequently  into 
English  in  group  discussions. 

Priorities  and  interests,  too,  varied  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  country  of  origin  or  region 
within  the  U.S.  A  main  concern  for  the 
Puerto  Ricans,  described  by  one  work¬ 
shop  leader  as  the  most  aggressive 
group  in  her  workshop,  was  the  status  of 
Puerto  Rico  and  its  relation  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Women  with  roots  and  ties  outside  the 
continental  U.S.  expressed  more  global 
concerns  than  did  women  with  primarily 
U.S.  ties,  citing  particularly  problems  of 
women  in  Central  America  and  Africa. 

It  is  estimated  (The  Hispanics:  Prob¬ 
lems  and  Opportunities,  Work  Docu¬ 
ment.  Ford  Foundation,  June  1984)  that 
the  Hispanic  population  in  the  United 
States  is  some  20  million  and  that  by  th^ 
year  2000  will  pass  30  million. 

The  1980  census  registered  14.6  million 
Hispanics  or  6.4  percent  of  the  total  pop¬ 
ulation:  8.7  million  or  60  percent  of  Mex¬ 
ican  ancestry,  some  2  million  or  14 
percent  Puerto  Rican  (not  counting  3.1 
million  living  on  the  island),  803,000  or  6 
percent  Cuban,  and  more  than  1  million 
or  20  percent  "Other  Hispanic”  (from 
Central  America,  South  America  or  Spain). 


NEW  YORK  —  Theressa  Hoover,  recovering  from  brain  surgery,  surprised 
directors  of  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  by  attending  a  session  of 
their  recent  meeting  here.  Chief  executive  of  the  division  since  1968,  she  was 
met  with  exuberance  as  directors  gave  a  standing,  singing  ovation.  She  ex¬ 
pressed  her  gratitude  to  the  staff  for  carrying  on  in  her  stead  and  to  all 
persons  who  had  expressed  love  and  concern  for  her  during  her  convales¬ 
cence.  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  GOODWIN 


the  invading  Soviet  Union  army  appar¬ 
ently  has  created  a  famine  in  Afghani¬ 
stan. 

Churches  are  helping  yrith  the  more 
than  5  million  Afghan  refugees  who  have 
fled  the  Soviets.  To  prevent  even  more 
millions  of  persons  from  leaving  their 
homeland,  aid  must  be  taken  into  Af¬ 
ghanistan,  Mr.  Turnipseed  said. 

Church  World  Service  pulled  back  on 
its  request  for  member  denominational 
agencies  such  as  Global  Ministries  to 
contribute  $100,000  to  a  joint  project 
with  European  churches. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  at  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  meeting  that  she  had  just  talked 
with  Mr.  Turnipseed  who  was  on  his  way 
to  a  meeting  in  Europe  to  consult  with 
churches  there  about  problems  in  mov¬ 
ing  food  and  medical  supplies  into  Af¬ 
ghanistan  without  Soviet  permission. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  she  continues  to 
have  philosophical  reservations  about 
\  sending  medical  aid  inside  Afghanistan 
(see  UMR,  March  15).  But  if  Church 
World  Service  finds  a  way  to  move  in 
food,  Mrs.  Kehrberg  said,  she  gladly  will 
recommend  to  UMCOR's  five  officers 
that  they  follow  UMCOR’s  emergency 
guidelines  and  immediately  offer  money 
for  food.  UMCOR  officers  have  authority 
to  authorize  up  to  $100,000  in  aid  for  any 
project  between  meetings  of  directors, 
she  said. 

Frontier  mission  plan 
still  being  developed 

A  proposal  made  public  a  year  ago  for 
United  Methodist  missionaries  to  go  into 
■‘unreached’’  regions  to  plant  churches 
remains  under  staff  discussion  but  has 
not  been  agreed  upon  for  presentation  to 
board  directors,  said  Peggy  Billings, 
chief  executive  of  Global  Ministries’ 
World  Program  Division. 

At  Global  Ministries’  spring  meeting 
last  year  "frontier  missions”  was  a  hot 
topic  because  the  new  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  was  criticizing 
Global  Ministries  for  not  doing  enough  to 
reach  “unreached”  people  with  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ  (see  related  story 
elsewhere). 

Thousands  of  UMs 
consider  mission  life 

Global  Ministries  is  encouraging  per¬ 
sons  interested  in  becoming  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  find  out  if 
there’s  any  chance  that  they  “have  what 
it  takes"  or  want  what  missions  have  to 
offer  by  attending  a  mission  vocation 
event. 

One  is  scheduled  May  19-25  at  Stony 
Point  Center  near  New  York  City  and 
the  other  Dec.  2-8  at  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City. 

Last  fall,  Josephine  Harris,  mission 
personnel  chief  executive,  told  the  Re¬ 


porter  the  board  no  longer  was  waiting 
until  a  position  was  open  to  consider 
missionary  candidates  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
2).  But  that  apparently  has  brought  prob¬ 
lems. 

Thousands  of  United  Methodists  last 
year  inquired  about  becoming  a  mission¬ 
ary  through  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  staff  officials  said. 

Their  numbers  swamped  staff  per¬ 
sons,  but  only  a  small  percentage  had 
qualifications  even  to  be  considered  for 
mission  duty,  officials  complained. 

Consequently,  the  board  is  planning  a 
major  revamping  of  its  missionary  re¬ 
cruitment  procedures. 

“Let’s  face  it,"  Ms.  Harris  said  at  last 
month’s  board  meeting,  “a  good  number 
of  recruits  have  a  very  naive  concept  of 
mission  or  how  our  church  works.” 

Of  the  thousands  of  inquiries  last  year, 
1,500  resulted  in  formal  applications 
with  about  185  candidates  chosen  to  re¬ 
place  retiring  missionaries. 

The  mission  vocation  events  are  aimed 
at  helping  United  Methodists  weed  them¬ 
selves  out. 

Also,  staff  members  and  directors  are 
preparing  a  "mission  profile”  indicating 
exactly  what  kind  of  missionary  the 
church  is  seeking— the  technical  require¬ 
ments  as  well  as  a  basic  understanding 


of  the  mission  work  of  the  church. 

Staff  members  have  been  working  es¬ 
pecially  hard  to  recruit  ethnic  minority- 
persons  as  missionaries,  the  mission  per-' 
sonnel  committee  heard. 

’87  global  gathering 
set  for  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  an-: 
nounced  at  its  meeting  that  a  major,  de¬ 
nomination-wide  convocation  to 
celebrate  the  church’s  mission  work  is 
scheduled  for  March  12-16, 1987,  in  Louis-’ 
ville,  Ky. 

The  “Celebrating  God’s  Mission:  A 
Global  Gathering”  will  coincide  with  the 
Global  Ministries  spring  board  meetings, 
and  directors  will  serve  as  hosts. 

The  convocation  committee  is  encour¬ 
aging  other  United  Methodist  groups  to 
conduct  meetings  in  Louisville  at  that 
time  to  help  boost  attendance  into  the 
thousands. 

Carolyn  Oehler,  committee  chairwom¬ 
an,  said  the  convocation  will  "witness  to 
our  unity  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,- 
renew  our  Wesley  enthusiasm,  accept- 
the  challenge  of  a  new  mission  age  and- 
discover  new  tools  to  equip  ourselves  for 
witness  and  evangelism." 


the  church  today 


African  killed  in  crash 
injuring  UM  missionary 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)- Lorraine  En¬ 
right,  United  Methodist  missionary  in 
Zaire,  was  seriously  injured  and  an  Afri¬ 
can  was  killed  when  the  plane  in  which 
they  were  riding  made  a  forced  landing 
at  Luena,  North  Shaba  Province,  Zaire, 
recently.  Word  of  the  accident  was  re¬ 
ceived  here  April  23  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  World  Division. 

Kenneth  Enright,  Mrs.  Enright’s  hus¬ 
band.  was  piloting  the  twin-engine  plane 
when  one  engine  went  out.  Mrs.  Enright’s 
collarbone  was  broken  in  two  places  and 
she  suffered  a  fractured  pelvis,  which  will 
disable  her  for  two  months.  Mr.  Enright 
received  only  minor  cuts. 

The  Enrights  are  based  at  Luena, 
where  Mrs.  Enright  is  active  in  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  feeding  program,  women’s  work 
and  child  evangelism. 

Texas  minister  named 
Mt.  Sequoyah  administrator 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark. -The  Rev. 
Donald  W.  Waddell  will  become  admin¬ 
istrator  of  the  United  Methodist  South 
Central  Jurisdiction’s  Mt.  Sequoyah  As¬ 
sembly  here  in  June. 

Two  conferences 
approve  merger 

OSWEGO,  N.Y.— The  three  annual 
conferences  of  the  New  York  West  Area, 
meeting  in  -joint  session  recently,  voted 
to  become  a  two-conference  area. 

By  voting  for  a  two-conference  area, 
the  majority  of  members  of  the  Western 
New  York  conference  voted  not  to  unite 
with  Central  and  Northern  New  York 
conferences.  Both  Central  and  Northern 
cast  a  majority  vote  for  a  one-confer¬ 
ence  area. 

Central  and  Northern  will  begin  plans 
to  complete  their  merger  by  Jan.  1,  1987, 
as  directed  last  year  by  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

There  had  been  considerable  debate  on 
advisability  of  the  three  conferences  be¬ 
coming  one.  Those  favoring  consolida¬ 
tion  cited  advantages  of  pooling 
resources  and  talents  which  could  in¬ 
crease  clergy  pensions,  allow  for  more 
beneficial  staffing,  and  reduce  redun¬ 
dant  administrative  agencies. 

Those  against  consolidation  of  the 
three  conferences  often  cited  the  size  as 
a  factor  which  would  limit  participation 
of  both  lay  and  clergy  members.  The 
possibility  of  a  burgeoning  bureaucracy, 
centralization  of  power,  less  personal 
knowledge  of  and  response  to  members, 
were  also  reasons  given  against  the 
merger. 


Mr.  Waddell  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Duncanville,  Texas.  As  a  missionary  to 
Chile,  he  was  director  of  a  school  and  a 
farm  administrator. 

He  succeeds  the  Rev.  N.  Lee  Cate  who 
retired  in  February  after  15  years.  The 
assembly  is  owned  by  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  eight  states  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  It  offers  year-round  programs  from 
a  40-acre  campus  on  top  of  mountains 
overlooking  this  town. 

Bishop  Loder  named 
METHESCO  interim  president 

DELAWARE,  Ohio— Bishop  Dwight  E. 
Loder,  former  bishop  of  the  Ohio  West  and 
Michigan  annual  conferences,  has  been 
named  interim  president  of  the  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio,  succeeding  the 
late  Rev.  Buford  Dickinson. 

Bishop  Loder  was  president  of  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanstoh,  Ill., 
nine  years  and  served  pastorates  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Pennsylvania  and  Minnesota. 


Education  board  receives 
$8  million  contribution 

NASHVILLE  (UMR)— An  anonymous- 
donor  has  given  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  $8  million. 

The  gift,  largest  in  board  history,  is 
unrestricted  except  that  income  from  it 
will  be  used  for  scholarships. 

The  board’s  chief  staff  executive,  the 
Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  described  the 
unnamed  donor  as  "a  person  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  care  for  young  people  and  their 
need  for  access  to  learning.” 

The  board,  related  to  128  schools,  op-- 
erates  a  student  loan  and  scholarship* 
program.  In  1984  the  program  provided* 
$1.4  million  in  scholarships  to  2,052  stu¬ 
dents  and  supervised  about  10,000  loan 
accounts. 

The  new  trust  is  expected  to  increase 
board  scholarship  funds  by  one  third. 
The  new  trust  also  increases  the  board’s' 
invested  assets  by  60  percent. 
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English-language  churches  abound 

NCC  coordinates  congregations  abroad  in  96  different  cities 


From  National  Council  News 

An  American  in  Paris,  or  in  Manila,  or 
in  94  other  cities  around  the  world  can 
worship  in  an  English-language  congre¬ 
gation  associated  with  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  Office  on  Interna¬ 
tional  Congregations  and  Lay  Minis¬ 
tries. 

These  congregations  ranging  from  the 
well-known  American  Church  in  Paris  to 
a  small  worship  and  Bible  study  group 
meeting  in  an  apartment  in  a  Middle 
Eastern  capital  have  become  an  impor¬ 
tant  and  enduring  means  of  helping 
Americans  traveling  or  living  abroad  ac- 
culturate  themselves  and  practice  their 
faith. 

“We  try  to  help  these  churches  meet 
the  spiritual  and  fellowship  needs  of 
thousands  of  Americans  living  and  trav¬ 
eling  overseas,"  said  the  Rev.  Russell 
Spry  Williams,  who  directs  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Congregations  and  Lay  Ministries 
program  through  the  NCCC’s  Division  of 
Overseas  Ministries. 


"So  many  times  these  people  feel  up¬ 
rooted,  particularly  spouses  who  come  to 
settle  with  someone  on  assignment 
abroad.  While  the  people  working  have  a 
social  network,  their  wives  or  husbands 
may  not.  These  congregations  help  them 
ease  the  transition  and  the  loneliness," 
he  said. 

Individual  needs  met 

Each  congregation  has  risen  out  of  the 
particular  needs  and  circumstances  of 
the  people  it  serves.  Often  the  churches 
are  interdenominational.  Many  of  the 
churches  began  as  a  small  gathering  of 
American  Christians  drawn  together  by 
a  missionary  or  other  religious  person 
serving  abroad  who,  “after  teaching  and 
preaching  in  the  language  of  the  people, 
hold  an  English  language  service  for 
their  own  sake,”  Mr.  Williams  said. 

In  some  places,  such  as  the  Philippines 
and  in  Frankfurt,  West  Germany,  a  large 
military  installation  was  the  catalyst. 
Other  places,  such  as  Tokyo,  Japan,  reg¬ 


ularly  host  a  large  number  of  Americans 
visiting  on  business;  and  yet  other 
places,  such  as  Paris,  attract  many  En¬ 
glish-speaking  students,  who,  though 
deeply  immersed  in  the  culture  they  are 
experiencing,  may  seek  reassurance  and 
comfort  from  worshiping  in  their  own 
language.  Tourists,  government  person¬ 
nel  and  missionaries  stationed  abroad 
also  participate  in  many  of  these  congre¬ 
gations. 

Others  who  frequently  seek  out  these 
groups  and  who  are  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  in  the  integration  process  for  re¬ 
cently-arrived  Americans  are  people 
who  have  returned  to  their  homelands 
after  years  spent  in  the  United  States  or 
another  English-speaking  country,  said 
Mr.  Williams.  Many  participate  to  main¬ 
tain  their  English  language  capability. 

Pastoral  services  offered 

Many  of  the  larger  congregations  are 
full-service  parishes,  pastors  frequently 
are  called  on  to  perform  marriages  and 


to  minister  to  those  in  local  hospitals  and 
prisons.  American  pastors  play  a  crucial 
role  because  they  often  are  the  only 
source  of  English-language  counseling 
available  overseas. 

Although  each  congregation  is  inde¬ 
pendently  run  and  funded,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  offers  support  to 
these  ministries  in  a  variety  of  ways.  It 
provides  personnel  services  to  65  of  the 
interdenominational  congregations, 
placing  pastors  in  these  churches  for 
four-year  assignments.  Training  sessions 
and  consultations  for  the  pastors  once 
they  are  abroad  also  are  offered. 

Through  a  repatriation  loan  fund,  the 
office  helps  pastors  returning  to  the 
United  States,  particularly  when  they 
have  beerr  forced  to  leave  under  emer¬ 
gency  circumstances. 

The  office  also  supports  the  ministries 
of  these  churches  by  providing  them 
with  a  wide  variety  of  materials  to  help 
in  formulating  and  carrying  out  pro¬ 
grams  for  their  congregations. 


Book  Review 

Novel  about  Moses’  sister 
rings  contemporary  note 


SAVANNAH,  Ga.— Savannah  citizens  Capt.  G.  C.  Waters  and  Sarah  Par¬ 
sons,  dressed  as  Lord  Oglethorpe  and  Mary  Musgrave  (Indian  translator  for 
Oglethorpe  and  John  Wesley)  welcome  Moravians  as  they  re-enact  the  reli¬ 
gious  group’s  1736  landing  here. 

UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  WILLIAM  M.  HOLT 

Moravians  celebrate  date 
faith  founders  arrived 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAVANNAH.  Ga.  —  Approximately 
100  Moravians  from  six  states  were  in 
Savannah  recently  to  celebrate  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  their  fathers  and  mothers  in  the 
faith  there  250  years  ago  and  their  influ¬ 
ence  upon  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of 
Methodism. 

The  group  joined  several  hundred 
United  Methodists  at  historic  Wesley 
Monumental  United  Methodist  Church  to 
sing  Moravian  hymns,  many  of  which  had 
been  translated  from  German  by  Wes¬ 
ley. 

The  modern-day  Moravians,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  several  United  Methodist  histori¬ 
ans  from  the  region,  placed  a  historical 
marker  near  the  Savannah  River  at  the 
site  of  a  school  for  Indians  founded  by 
the  Moravians. 

The  landing  of  the  Moravians  April  8, 
1735,  was  reenacted,  and  a  plaque  ex¬ 
pressing  the  Methodists’  gratitude  for 
the  Moravians  was  placed  at  the  foot  of 
a  statue  of  John  Wesley  in  Savannah’s 
Reynolds  Square. 


Several  speakers,  including  the  Rev. 
Vance  Mathis,  Savannah  District  Super¬ 
intendent,  and  the  Rev.  Jason  Shirah, 
pastor  of  Wesley  Monumental  Church, 
reminded  the  participants  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Moravian  influence  on  John 
and  Charles  Wesley,  there  might  not 
have  been  a  Methodist  Church. 

After  their  arrival  in  1735,  the  Moravi¬ 
ans  stayed  in  Savannah  four  years  be¬ 
fore  moving  north.  They  left  Savannah 
because  they  conscientiously  objected  to 
carrying  firearms  and  Lord  Oglethorpe 
wanted  them  to  help  defend  the  Georgia 
colonists  against  the  encroaching  Span¬ 
iards.  However,  before  they  left  they  had 
so  impressed  John  Wesley  with  their  pi¬ 
ety  and  strong  faith  that  he  learned  Ger¬ 
man  so  he  could  translate  their  hymns 
and  converse  with  them. 

Historians  believe  it  was  the  religious 
experience  of  the  Moravians,  for  which 
Wesley  hungered,  that  led  him  to  the  ex¬ 
perience  on  London’s  Aldersgate  Street 
where  his  heart  was  “strangely 
warmed." 


"Miriam,”  by  Lois  T.  Henderson:  Harper 
and  Row,  San  Francisco,  California. 
1983.  $7.95,  261  pages. 

By  WILL  PIGOT 

Each  short  chapter  of  this  book  relates 
an  incident,  a  capsuled  story  that  tugs  at 
the  heart  and  draws  the  reader  on  to  the 
next.  It  is  a  good,  deftly  crafted,  easily 
read  novel.  As  an  unobtrusive  counter¬ 
point  to  the  story  line,  it  is  also  a  com¬ 
mentary  on  human  nature,  a  diagnosis  of 
human  relations,  a  book  of  devotional 
discovery. 

It  is  the  Bible’s  exodus  narrative  told 
mostly  through  lively  dialogue,  and  the 
reactions,  emotions,  and  musings  of  Mir¬ 
iam,  older  sister  of  Moses.  The  story  is 
not  told  as  an  exact  scholar  would  wish 
to  tell  it,  nor  as  an  anthropologist  would 
tell  it.  Rather,  it  captures  the  flavor  and 
fervor  of  the  telling  by  Hebrews  to  their 
children  down  through  the  generations: 
the  saga  of  the  Great  Event  of  their  heri¬ 
tage,  the  power  of  God  (although  in  later 
years  they  would  not  use  familiarly,  as 
does  this  book,  God’s  sacred  name,  “Yah- 
weh”)  and  God’s  defense  of  and  provision 
for  his  people. 

The  greater-than-magic  miracles  of 
God  are  seldom  described,  never  ex¬ 
plained.  They  simply  happen  because 
they  are  a  part  of  the  pre-arranged  plan 
of  God.  No  occurrence,  from  the  plagues 
of  Egypt  to  the  gushing  water  from  a 
rock  in  the  desert,  comes  through  human 
effort  or  ingenuity.  The  siblings,  Moses. 
Aaron,  and  Miriam  ("the  prophetess”  of 
Exodus  15:20)  are  merely  God’s  compli¬ 
ant  agents.  The  unbelievable,  as  simply 
told  as  by  a  child,  becomes  believable. 

The  author  blends  modern  human  atti¬ 
tudes  and  yearnings  into  the  vivid  an¬ 
cient  settings  of  Egyptian  palace, 
Hebrew  slave  hut,  stony  desert.  She 
weaves  the  easy,  abrupt  colloquialisms 
of  today’s  English  with  formal  biblical 
speech.  The  hurts  and  happiness,  disap¬ 
pointments  and  satisfactions  of  Miriam 
and  her  close  associates  mingle  with  the 
fears  and  hopes,  the  courage  and  com¬ 


plainings  of  the  Hebrew  people  in  their 
great  crises. 

Miriam!  She  and  her  niece,  Isha,  are 
modern  women  with  the  concerns,  prob¬ 
lems,  needs  of  modern  women  who,  nev¬ 
ertheless,  walk  through  the  Exodus  story 
as  genuinely  belonging  to  it.  There  are 
no  stick  figures  in  this  narrative.  The 
characters  are  as  complex,  changeful,  as 
we  readers  are.  All  have  their  strong 
points,  their  weaknesses.  Miriam,  inde¬ 
pendent,  capable,  caring,  counseling 
others,  has  her  inner  misgivings  and 
jealousies.  Her  hunger  for  recognition  is 
every  ego’s  struggle.  The  slow  learning 
that  comes  to  her  through  others  and 
through  difficulties  faced  pace  the  read¬ 
er’s  own  experiences  in  human  relations. 

If  this  is  a  book  for  women  who  will 
identify  with  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of 
Miriam,  it  is  also  a  book  for  men.  For 
they  will  find  in  it  a  mirror-reflection  of 
the  men  and  events  of  the  Exodus  as 
seen  by  the  women  whose  participation 
in  that  great  endeavor  of  faith  and  hope 
is  here  acutely  described. 

Especially  it  is  a  book  for  the  young 
for  whom  it  relates  an  epoch  in  history 
to  their  own  very  personal  encounters 
with  life. 

How  does  God  speak  to  persons?  Ah, 
that  is  the  great  discovery  at  the  end. 

In  Miriam  and  her  companions,  in 
their  pilgrimage  from  Egyptian  halls 
to  wilderness  wanderings,  we  read  the 
echoing  of  our  own  pilgrimage:  from 
coddled  or  bruised  egos  to  understanding 
self,  to  caring  for  others,  to  obliteration 
of  prejudices  of  sex,  race,  color,  nation¬ 
ality,  and  class,  to  the  acceptance  of  our¬ 
selves  and  our  contemporaries  as  God 
accepts  us. 

Most  of  all,  however,  is  the  story  and 
the  enjoying  of  it.  At  the  end,  the  reader 
puts  it  down  knowing  that  he  or  she  was 
there,  then,  in  old  Egypt,  in  the  ancient 
Sinai,  and  knowing  that  there,  then,  was 
humanly  very  much  like  here,  now. 

Will  Pigot,  a  new  reviewer  for  the  Re¬ 
porter,  lives  in  Prospect.  Kentucky. 


Eleanor  Richardson 


Woman  legislator  credits 


faith  as  main 

By  ALICE  SMITH 

ATLANTA  —  When  a  lot  of  women 
her  age  were  looking  toward  retirement 
and  a  more  leisurely  pace,  Eleanor 
Richardson  of  Decatur,  Ga.,  age  61,  ran 
for  the  State  House  of  Representatives. 

Starting  with  her  first  term  in  1974  she 
has  been  elected  to  five  additional 
terms.  A  little  over  a  week  after  the  1985 
legislative  session  ended,  she  celebrated 
her  72nd  birthday. 

Ms.  Richardson  loves  to  tell  the  story 
about  the  woman  who  told  one  of  her 
workers,  "I’m  not  going  to  vote  for  a 
woman.  She’ll  become  pregnant,  and  she 
won’t  be  able  to  stay  down  there." 

To  which  the  campaign  worker  re¬ 
sponded:  “I  happen  to  know  she  can  no 
longer  be  pregnant,  and  what’s  more  her 
grandchildren  are  1,000  miles  away.” 

When  she  was  first  elected,  there  were 
two  women  representatives  out  of  180. 
Now  there  are  21,  and  they  come  "from 
across  the  state.” 

Prolific  writer  of  bills 

Ms.  Richardson  is  a  woman  of  enor¬ 
mous  energy  and  ability  and  a  prolific 
writer  of  bills,  all  of  which  are  directed 
at  helping  people.  Her  interests  natural¬ 
ly  include  older  adults  but  they  also  en¬ 
compass  other  age  groups  and  all  types 
of  human  need. 

The  desire  to  make  a  better  world  for 
children,  women,  older  adults,  the  disad¬ 
vantaged,  the  handicapped,  and  the  men¬ 
tally  ill  is  rooted  in  a  deep  Christian 
faith.  A  devout  United  Methodist,  she  is  a 
member  of  Glenn  Memorial  UMC  in  At¬ 
lanta  and  active  in  her  denomination  in 
the  local,  regional  and  national  levels. 


motivator 

When  she  decided  to  run  for  elective 
office  in  1974  she  was  not  a  stranger  to 
politics.  She  had  long  been  active  in  the 
League  of  Women  Voters,  serving  as 
president  on  the  state  and  county  levels. 
Since  the  league  is  a  non-partisan  orga¬ 
nization,  which  "supports  issues,  but  not 
candidates,”  she  felt  at  first  her  lack  of 
identification  with  a  specific  party  would 
hinder  her. 

Husband  gets  credit,  too 

For  Ms.  Richardson,  being  a  state  rep¬ 
resentative  is  a  full-time  job.  “I  make  it 
a  year-round  job,  because  I  can.  I  don’t 
have  to  work  for  a  living  otherwise  and 
because  my  husband  is  supportive  of 
what  I’m  trying  to  do.” 

Raised  in  the  Baptist  church  in  the 
suburbs  of  Boston,  she  became  a  Meth¬ 
odist  some  30  years  ago,  shortly  before 
moving  to  Atlanta. 

Within  United  Methodism,  she  has  held 
a  number  of  positions,  from  the  local 
church  on  through  the  national  level.  A 
particular  interest  is  United  Methodist 
Women.  At  present  she  is  serving  with 
two  groups  of  the  national  church,  the 
Committee  on  Industrial  Chaplaincy  and 
a  task  force  studying  older  adult  minis¬ 
tries. 

Faith  and  action  go  hand-in-hand,  she 
said.  "You  have  your  faith,  and  then  you 
go  ahead  and  do  something  about  it.  I 
don’t  think  it  can  be  just  the  social  action 
without  the  evangelism,  without  your 
study  of  what  your  faith  is  all  about  and 
who  you  are  because  of  your  faith.” 

Ms.  Smith  is  news  editor  with  the 
Georgia  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  Council. 


Pan -Methodists  to  organize 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA  — Several  churches  that 
worked  together  to  commemorate  the 
1984  Bicentennial  of  American  Method¬ 
ism  have  decided  to  explore  on  an  ongoing 
basis  other  areas  of  possible  cooperation. 

The  organizational  meeting  of  a 
"Commission  on  Pan-Methodist  Cooper¬ 
ation,”  approved  by  four  denominations, 
will  be  here  May  27-28. 

Included  will  be  representatives  from 
three  historically  black  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations— African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion, 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal— and  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  Free 
Methodist  Church  of  North  America  will 
decide  this  summer  if  it  will  participate 
in  the  commission. 

The  three  black  denominations  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church  have  common 


roots  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
created  in  Baltimore  in  1784.  In  subse¬ 
quent  years  the  black  groups  split  from 
the  parent  body  over  racial  issues.  The 
main  membership  split  into  North  and 
South  in  1844  and  did  not  reunite  until 
1939  when  they  joined  with  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  to  form  the  Methodist 
Church.  In  1968  that  body  joined  with  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  to 
form  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Relationships  among  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  with  a  black  membership  of  about 
400,000,  and  the  three  black  denomina- 
tons  are  friendly.  Bishops  of  the 
churches  meet  periodically  and  often  co¬ 
operate  on  a  regional  basis.  While  no  for¬ 
mal  union  negotiations  involving  all  the 
Methodist  groups  are  underway,  they  all 
are  members  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  involving  nine  denominations  in 
the  United  States. 


Social  action  group  wants  stronger  protests 


Dear  Deborah 

Congregational  minister 
wants  authority  explained 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  Use  of  economic 
power  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
against  South  African  apartheid  was 
called  for  April  19  by  leaders  of  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  is  the  primary  target  of  the  federa¬ 
tions,  an  independent  group  within  the 
denomination.  The  board  manages  funds 
providing  retirement  and  other  benefits 
for  the  denomination’s  clergy  and  lay 
employees  and  oversees  investments 
with  a  market  value  of  about  $1.7  bil¬ 
lion. 

In  a  brief  news  conference  during  the 
daily  anti-apartheid  demonstrations  at 
the  South  African  embassy  here,  a  feder¬ 
ation  co-president  charged  that  "the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  still  finan¬ 
cially  wedded  to  the  power  of  apartheid, 
especially  through  large  pension  fund  in¬ 
vestments  in  companies  which  undergird 
the  South  African  economy  and  system 
of  repression.” 


The  Rev.  John  Schwiebert  of  Portland, 
Ore.,  said  that  "God  is  leading  our 
church  along  a  new  path  . . .  and  seek¬ 
ing  to  liberate  us  from  the  power  of 
apartheid  . . .  We  call  upon  (the  Board 
of  Pensions)  to  begin  immediate  divesti¬ 
ture  of  our  investments  in  companies 
which  uphold  apartheid  by  their  pres¬ 
ence  in  South  Africa.” 

The  Board  of  Pensions  for  a  number  of 
years  has  supported  the  controversial 
"Sullivan  Principles,"  which  call  for  cor¬ 
porations  doing  business  in  South  Africa 
to  use  their  economic  power  to  improve 
conditions  for  that  nation's  black  major¬ 
ity. 

Mr.  Schweibert  characterized  the  Sul¬ 
livan  Principles  as  “corporate  camou¬ 
flage"  which  “at  best  only  trims  the 
branches  of  apartheid  and  does  not  seek 
to  pull  it  up  by  its  roots." 

Gerald  K.  Hornung,  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  that  “there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Sullivan  Principles  have 


Talks  planned 
on  peacemaking 

WASHINGTON— Two  general  boards 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  join 
with  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
sponsoring  a  major  event  on  peacemak¬ 
ing  for  clergy  and  laity  June  17-20. 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of  the  Kansas 
area  will  be  principal  lecturer  for  “In¬ 
surmountable  Opportunities— Peace¬ 
making  With  Our  Neighbors,”  sponsored 
by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  Wesley  Seminary. 

Other  speakers  will  be  the  Hon.  Wood- 
row  Seals,  a  United  States  District  judge 
in  Houston  and  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man,  and  Althea  T.  L.  Simmons,  chief 
national  lobbyist  for  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People. 

The  program  is  limited  to  50  clergy 
and  50  lay  persons. 


had  a  positive  effect”  in  fighting  apart¬ 
heid.  He  said  they  had  been  expanded 
four  different  times. 

Mr.  Hornung  said  he  believed  “every 
Christian  would  be  of  the  opinion  that 
the  brutal  policy  of  apartheid  is  repug¬ 
nant,”  but  “responsible  people  differ  on 
how  to  oppose  it.” 

Federation  officials  say  a  starting 
point  for  divestiture  by  the  pensions 
agency  is  its  investments  in  IBM.  The 
federation  statement  characterized  the 
corporation  “as  the  largest  marketer  of 
computer  sales  and  services  in  South  Af¬ 
rica,”  thereby  contributing  “indispen¬ 
sable  technology  to  the  repressive  econ¬ 
omy  and  apparatus  of  apartheid.” 

Two  directors  of  the  Federation  were 
among  those  arrested  during  the  embas¬ 
sy  demonstration  April  19.  Patricia  B. 
Kyle,  a  diaconal  minister  from  Shelby- 
ville,  Ind.,  and  the  Rev.  Rolland  Robin¬ 
son,  Annandale,  Minn.,  were  released 
after  booking. 


Writer  reveals 
religious  trivia 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 
Questions: 

1.  What  denominations  merged  in 
1957  to  form  the  United  Church  of 
Christ? 

2.  When  did  the  Second  Vatican 
Council  open? 

3.  Who  was  the  first  winner  of  the 
Templeton  Prize  for  Progress  in 
Religion? 

4.  What  was  the  original  name  of  So¬ 
journers  magazine? 

-  5.  Who  made  headlines  in  1980  by  de¬ 
nying  that  God  heard  the  prayer  of 
a  Jew? 

6.  When  did  the  Episcopal  Church 
get  its  name? 

7.  Who  wrote  a  book  called  “Why  I 
Preach  That  the  Bible  is  Literally 
True?” 

8.  Who  said,  “If  God  did  not  exist,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  invent 
Him?” 

9.  What  is  the  Ecumenical  Patri¬ 
archate? 

10.  What  country  has  officially  pro¬ 
claimed  itself  an  atheist  state? 
Answers: 
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Dear  Deborah: 

The  church  I  serve  as  minister  is  con- 
gregationally  governed.  I  learned  very 
recently  that  my  predecessor  caused  a 
tempest  in  a  teapot  because  he  felt  that 
the  minister  should  be  an  ex-officio 
member  of  all  committees  in  the  church 
and  should  sit  in  on  the  nominating  com¬ 
mittee. 

How  do  you  feel  about  it?  In  my  past 
church  the  minister  was  not  always  in¬ 
vited  to  the  nominating  committee  or 
others,  even  though  the  constitution  said 
that  the  minister  was  an  ex-officio  mem¬ 
ber  of  all  committees.  In  a  church  where 
the  minister  is  not  protected  by  a  bishop, 
how  would  you  handle  this? 

I  picked  my  hymns  in  my  past  two 
churches  and  I  do  here.  Evidently  it  was 
not  the  custom  before  I  came.  How  do 
you  feel  about  the  minister’s  right  to 
pick  the  hymns  for  the  worship  service? 

I  have  been  here  since  August,  and  I 
encouraged  our  choir  to  sing  a  cantata, 
both  at  Christmas  and  at  Easter.  They 
chose  Easter.  I  suggested  the  choir  or 
the  director  not  choose  Palm  Sunday 
morning  because  I  wanted  to  use  that  as 
a  decision  Sunday.  One  couple  in  the 
choir  said  that  is  up  to  the  choir  director, 
that  she  decides  whether  and  when  the 
choir  sings  their  cantata.  Would  you  dis¬ 
cuss  this?  In  an  earlier  column  you  said 
the  minister  has  the  final  say  of  what 
happened  in  worship  and  pulpit.  I  agreed 
with  most  everything  you  said. 

Sincerely, 

Richard 

Dear  Richard: 

You  have  set  a  lot  of  rabbits  loose 
for  me  to  catch  in  the  space  avail¬ 
able.  but  I  will  try. 

It  seems  incredible  that  a  church 
nominating  committee  would  meet 
and  make  decisions  without  the 
minister.  After  all.  he/she  is  the  one 
who  must  work  most  closely  with 


the  committees  to  get  the  job  done 
and  also  is  in  a  position  to  know 
more  people  and  their  talents  (after 
a  year  or  so  anyway)  as  well  as  the 
total  need  of  the  church. 

The  minister  certainly  ought  to  be 
welcome  to  all  committees.  If  not. 
what  are  they  up  to?  Handle  these 
situations  with  all  the  tact  you  can 
muster.  In  a  congregational  polity  it 
is  important  to  work  with  the  politi¬ 
cal  reality  in  mind  (without  letting  it 
corrupt  you  or  the  congregants!) — 
that  is,  do  all  that  can  be  done  with¬ 
in  the  limitations  imposed. 

Yes,  I  have  said  the  minister  is  the 
final  arbiter  of  what  goes  in  the 
worship  service  but  not  unilaterally. 
He/she  must  keep  very  close  contact, 
with  the  other  members  of  the  staff 
responsible  for  portions  of  the  ser¬ 
vice.  A  weekly  consultation  is  a. 
must. 

Ministers  usually  desire  hymns 
and  anthems  with  relevant  text,  and 
musicians  are  often  most  concerned 
about  coordinating  the  musical  ele¬ 
ments  of  a  service  in  relationship  to 
the  ability  of  the  singers  and  other 
musicians.  The  decisions,  therefore, 
are  made  in  consultation  and  hope¬ 
fully  in  good  grace. 

Be  patient  in  all  these  matters. 
You  do  not  have  to  compromise 
your  integrity  to  be  somewhat  flexi¬ 
ble.  It  will  be  worth  this  effort  in  the 
long  haul. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


University  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  received  $2,444  for  the 
six  institutions  of  Louisiana  Methodism 
on  Easter  Sunday.  This  represents  a  57% 
or  $896  increase  over  the  amount  con¬ 
tributed  by  University  UMC  last  Eas¬ 
ter.  This  amount  was  the  largest  Good 
Samaritan  Offering  ever  received  by 
the  church. 

•  *  • 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  The 
Church  of  The  Covenant,  Lafayette,  has 
rescheduled  regular  monthly  meetings 
at  6:30  p.m.  each  fourth  Monday  of  the 
month.  The  UMM  will  meet  for  dinner 
and  a  program.  Their  first  meeting 
was  on  Monday,  April  22,  served  by  the 
women  of  the  UMW.  Rev.  Doug  Fore¬ 
man,  of  Rayne  UMC  was  the  guest 
speaker,  followed  by  the  election  of 
new  officers  for  the  group. 

*  •  • 

The  Sevier  Memorial  UMC,  Ferri- 
day,  had  a  special  slide  show  last 
month.  Mr.  Terrel  Deville,  Director  of 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Rus- 
ton,  spoke  and  presented  slides  of  his 
work. 


The  Noel  Academy  for  Lay  Leader¬ 
ship  will  begin  in  the  Fall  of  1985  with 
the  purpose  of  training  lay  persons  for 
their  task  of  ministry  within  the 
church.  The  Dean  of  the  academy  will 
be  Dale  M.  Haggard.  There  will  be  two 
sessions  per  year;  fall  and  spring. 
Courses  offered  will  vary  according  to 
leadership  needs  of  the  church. 

*  *  * 

The  United  Methodist  Churches  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District  sponsored  a 
Single  Adult  Conference  on  April  12-13. 
The  theme  was  ‘‘The  Incredible  Al- 
rightness  With  Things  As  They  Are.” 
The  workshops  were  conducted  by 
Dave  Stoner,  a  noted  lecturer  and 
counselor  for  single  adults. 

Oak  Park  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  will 
hold  an  “Ole  Time  Family  Camp  Meet¬ 
ing”  in  mid-June.  Joe  McClain  of  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  the  main 
speaker.  Rick  Bonfim,  a  native  of  Bra¬ 
zil  who  now  will  be  song  Leader  and 
Discussion  Coordinator,  and  David 
Strozier  will  coordinate  recreation  ac¬ 
tivities. 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  preached 
at  David  Haas  Memorial  UMC,  Bunkie, 
on  April  14  at  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  White’s  Chapel  and  Evergreen 
UM  churches  joined  in  attendance  for 
the  special  day. 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at 
LSU-Baton  Rouge,  held  a  series  of  cele¬ 
brations  entitled,  “Christian  Faith  and 
Human  Sexuality,”  in  April.  David 
Lange,  Steve  Crump,  and  Holly  Hay¬ 
maker  were  speakers  covering  psycho¬ 
logical,  theological,  and  medical 
aspects  of  the  subject. 

The  Center  for  Disarmament  Educa¬ 
tion,  Baton  Rouge,  is  offering  a  de¬ 
tailed  resource  catalogue  with  rental 
information  on  the  Expanded  Nonvio¬ 
lent  Alternatives  Audiovisual  Lending 
Library.  If  interested  send  $1  to  P.O. 
Box  273901  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70893. 

•  •  • 

Winbourne-Istrouma  UMC  gives  a 
special  thanks  to  Kay  LaVergne.  Kay 


voluntarily  made  the  robes  for  the 
boy’s  handbell  choir  that  played  on 
Easter  Sunday. 

•  *  • 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
held  an  Intergenerational  Sunday 
School  on  Easter  Morning.  The  chil¬ 
dren  and  parents  benefited  from  this 
sharing,  learning  and  loving  experi¬ 
ence.  This  initiated  one  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  anticipated  annual  events. 

•  *  * 

The  youth  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  held  a  “Bike-A-Thon”  fun¬ 
draiser  at  the  Clyde  Fant  Parkway 
bike  trail  in  April.  This  event,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Lee  Arthur  Wil¬ 
liams,  will  benefit  the  Shreveport  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Ministries.  This  organization 
serves  the  needs  of  the  elderly,  unem¬ 
ployed,  and  the  underprivileged  in  the 
Ledbetter  Heights  area. 

People’s  UMC,  New  Orleans,  has  re¬ 
opened  after  extensive  renovation.  An 
open  house  was  given  on  April  28.  Rev. 
Percell  Church  is  the  pastor. 


Coushatta’s  ‘Crawfish  Kids’ 


Enjoy  Spring  Events 


These  children,  showing  off  their  talents  for  eating  savory,  boiled  crawfish,  repre¬ 
sent  the  more  than  130  people  who  gathered  at  the  Coushatta  UMC  for  the  first  annu¬ 
al  "Crawfish  Boil.”  Hoping  to  make  this  gathering  an  annual  spring  event,  the 

members  and  friends  of  the  congregation  came  with  their  favorite  side  dishes  and 

desserts  and  shared  a  great  afternoon  together. 

Camping  Page  Corrections 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

Date  Group  Director 

•:  May  25-June  1  Buffalo  River  Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith 

£  Canoe  Trip  816  Kirkman  St. 

•:  Lake  Charles,  La.  70601 


A 


I 


Correct  Address  for  Pleasant  Sibley  is:  >• 

P.O.  Box  207,  Walker,  La.  70785 

Registration  Fees  For  all  camps: 

Brewer  —  $40.00 

Caney  -  $65.00  (C.C.E.  $75.00)  £ 

Istrouma  —  $50.00  (Sr.  Hi  Weekend  —  $25.00) 

Lake  Charles  -  $57.00  (Sr.  Hi  Weekend  $33  00)  (Camp  First  Time  $33.00)  S 

The  EMLC  Informer 

‘Working  With  Black  United  Methodists’ 

both  groups  once  were  the  down-and-out 
persons  of  their  societies. 

The  Black  church  always  has  been  the 
preeminent  institution  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  nurturing  its  sense  of  peoplehood,  pre¬ 
serving  its  link  with  the  past  and  provid¬ 
ing  a  wellspring  of  faith  for  the  future. 

Unfortunately,  the  numerical  growth 
of  Blacks  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  arrested  and  is,  in  fact, 
declining  at  an  alarming  rate,  due  in 
part  to  the  denomination’s  growing  cap¬ 
tivation  to  a  suburban.  White,  middle- 
class  mind-set  which  tends  to  ignore  the 
lower  socioeconomic  groups  of  which 
Blacks  comprise  a  large  portion. 

To  its  credit,  however.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  taken  the  first 
steps  toward  strengthening  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church,  and  it  must  con¬ 
tinue  that  effort  until  more  tangible  re¬ 
sults  are  evident. 

The  goals,  objectives  and  strategies  — 
many  of  which  are  a  continuation,  with 
fine  tuning,  of  those  of  the  last  quadren- 
nium  —  are  still  in  desperate  need  of  im¬ 
plementation.  If  the  denomination  fails 
to  deal  with  them  in  the  1985-88  quadren- 
nium,  it  will  have  wasted  the  resources 
it  already  has  provided  and  will  stand  to 
lose  the  distinctiveness  of  being  a  multi¬ 
racial,  multicultural  world  church. 

Provided  by  Rev.  Roger  Lathan 
(CCOM  Staff) 


Blacks  have  had  a  long  and  glorious 
but  sometimes  stormy  history  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Blacks,  pre¬ 
sent  in  significant  percentages  even  be¬ 
fore  the  Christmas  Conference  of  1784, 
have  figured  prominently  in  most  cru¬ 
cial  issues  in  the  history  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  The  presence  of  three  strong 
Black  Methodist  denominations  outside 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  attests 
to  the  “lovers’  quarrel"  between  blacks 
and  the  Methodist  church  throughout  its 
history  in  the  United  States. 

Even  so,  Blacks  comprise  the  largest 
ethnic  minority  group  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion  —  some  330,000  persons,  more  than 
all  other  ethnic  minority  groups  com¬ 
bined.  There  are  1,312  Black  pastors 
serving  2,526  churches  and  other  struc¬ 
tures.  Moreover,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  claims  more  Black  members 
than  any  other  predominantly  White 
mainline  denomination.  Blacks  have  tra¬ 
ditionally  taken  to  Methodism’s  polity 
and  passion  —  as  eagerly  as  the  Bristol 
miners  responded  to  John  Wesley  —  for 


Reagan  Administration  Lawyers 
Defend  Vatican  Diplomatic  Ties 

Gaim  President  May  Have  Power 


To  Name  Ambassadors  To  Other  Churches 


Philadelphia  —  The  Reagan  Adminis¬ 
tration  has  asked  a  federal  district  court 
to  dismiss  a  lawsuit  challenging  last 
year’s  establishment  of  U.S.  Vatican  dip¬ 
lomatic  ties. 

At  a  March  15  hearing,  administration 
attorneys  asserted  that  the  Constitution’s 
“separation  of  powers”  doctrine  makes 
foreign  policy  the  sole  province  of  the 
president,  exempt  from  judicial  scruti¬ 
ny.  “No  court  has  ever  required  the 
breaking  of  diplomatic  ties  with  another 
country,”  said  Deputy  Assistant  Attor¬ 
ney  General  Carolyn  Kuhl.  “This  is  a  po¬ 
litical  question,  not  a  judicial  question.” 

Kuhl  claimed  the  Holy  See  has  “signif¬ 
icant  attributes  of  a  state”  and  therefore 
the  president  can  choose  to  exchange 
ambassadors  with  it. 

Under  questioning  by  District  Judge 
John  P.  Fullam,  the  administration  at¬ 
torney  said  the  president’s  foreign-policy 
authority  is  so  broad  he  “may  have  the 
power"  to  send  representatives  to  the 
Church  of  England  or  the  World  Baptist 
Alliance  if  such  actions  would  advance 
foreign  policy  objectives. 

Kuhl  also  claimed  that  Americans 
United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State  and  other  plaintiffs  in  the  case  lack 
“standing"  to  sue  because  they  can’t 
demonstrate  that  they  have  been  harmed 
by  the  diplomatic  exchange.  Though  the 


plaintiffs  are  taxpayers  whose  money 
has  been  spent  to  pay  for  a  Vatican  em¬ 
bassy,  she  said  this  is  not  sufficient 
grounds  to  sue  because  Congress  did  not 
directly  appropriate  the  funds. 

American  United  attorney  Lee 
Boothby  discounted  the  administration 
contentions.  He  argued  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  like  any  other  government  official, 
can  only  take  actions  allowed  by  the 
Constitution.  The  First  Amendment, 
Boothby  said,  prohibits  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  special  government  relations 
with  any  church. 

The  Holy  See,  he  noted,  is  clearly  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  not  a  country. 
He  cited  the  unanimous  agreement  on 
the  point  of  Vatican  authorities,  includ¬ 
ing  Vatican  Ambassador  to  the  U.S., 
Monsignor  Pio  Laghi. 

Noting  that  Congress  first  cut  off 
funds  for  a  U.S.  mission  to  the  papal 
states  in  1867,  Boothby  said  the  congres¬ 
sional  leaders  then  clearly  believed  the 
executive  branch  did  not  have  sole  au¬ 
thority  in  this  area  of  constitutional  ac¬ 
tion. 

Boothby  also  noted  that  A.U.  and  other 
taxpayer  plaintiffs  have  standing  to  sue 
because  their  tax  money  is  appropriated 
by  Congress  to  pay  for  the  diplomatic 
exchange. 


60  Workers  Show  For 


Lake  Charles  ‘Work  Day’ 

On  April  13,  some  60  persons  served  as  "Workers  for  Work  Day”  at  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp.  There  were  many  "working  groups,"  made  up  of  youth  and 
adults  alike.  Many  projects  are  underway,  with  a  number  more  planned,  according  to 
Cathey  Lannerd,  District  Secretary.  In  the  above  photos,  a  "working  group”  is  shown 
at  the  top,  while  the  bottom  one  says  it  was  "chow  time." 


DEAC& 

Justice 


“.  .  .  neither  shall  they  learn  war  anymore. " 

Peace  with  Justice  Special  Offering 
on  World  Order  Sunday 

Celebrating  the  United  Nations  and  its  peacemaking  objectives. 
Suggested  date:  May  26,  1985,  or  any  other  Sunday  in  the  season  of  Pentecost. 


World  Order  Sunday  envelopes  and  bulletin  inserts  are  mailed 
from  United  Methodist  Communications,  1200  Davis  Street, 
Evanston,  IL  60201  (312/869-3770),  based  on  orders  sent  in  by 
local  churches  last  autumn. 

In  case  your  church  did  not  order  these  supplies,  call  Infoserv 
at  800-251-8140. 

Where  does  the  offering  go? 

50%  of  your  conference’s  offerings  stays  in 
your  annual  conference  for  peace  with 
justice  and  UN-related  ministries, 
allocated  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

50%  goes  from  the  conference  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
support  its  national  coordination  and 
resourcing  of  Peace  with  Justice 
ministries  and  United  Nations  educa¬ 
tion. 

See  the  April  and  May  /June  Interpreter  issues  for  further  infor¬ 
mation  and  program  ideas  on  World  Order  Sunday  1985.  Seethe 
July/August  Interpreter  issue  for  information  about  the  40th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  United  Nations,  .celebrated 
this  year. 


Broadmoor  (Shreveport)  Hosted 
Art  Sale  For  Mission  Scholarships 

On  April  10-11,  over  100  oil  paintings  of  the  late  Rev.  Ashley  Law  were  exhibited 
and  for  sale  at  Broadmoor  UM  Church,  Shreveport.  In  the  above  photo  two  members 
of  the  Broadmoor  Art  Committee,  Mr.  Fred  Goza,  left  and  Mrs.  Maey  Settle,  right, 
display  a  still  life  photo  from  the  exhibit. 


B.R.-Lafayette  Youth 
To  Present  Concert 

The  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 
Youth  Team  will  present  Keith  Brude- 
vold  in  concert,  Saturday,  May  18,  1985 
at  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
gym  on  Live  Oak  Boulevard,  one  block 
off  Johnston  Street  in  Lafayette,  from  2 
p.m.  until  4  p.m. 

Keith  is  a  Christian  songwriter  and  re¬ 
cording  artist  who  travels  widely 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Central 
America,  teaching  and  sharing  his  spe¬ 
cial  music.  He  lives  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho, 
with  his  wife  and  children. 

Admission  is  $2.00  per  person,,  and  the 
entire  amount  raised  will  be  divided 
equally  between  the  Youth  Service  Fund 
and  The  District  Youth  Team  to  help 
fund  future  events  and  activities. 


National  Alliance 
for  the  Mentally  Ill 


1985 


Annual  Conference 


June  27-30 


Tulane  University  Campus 
New  Orleans,  La. 


Whittle  Tells  How 
To  Build  A 


Dynamic  Church 

Dr.  Charles  Whittle,  above,  pastor  of 
First  UM  Church,  Abilene,  Texas,  served 
as  the  resource  person  for  the  Alexan¬ 
dria  District  Laity  Banquet,  April  Tl,  at 
Pineville.  His  topic  was  “How  to  Help 
God  Build  a  Dynamic  Church.” 

Dr.  Whittle  also  spoke  to  a  number  of 
ministers  and  lay  persons  on  Friday, 
April  12.  His  two  topics  for  that  presen¬ 
tation  were:  “Basic  Essentials  for  Effec¬ 
tive  Evangelism,”  and  “The  Sunday 
Worship  Service  as  an  Evangelistic  Op¬ 
portunity.” 
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ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  PLANS  WELL  UNDER  WAY 


The  1985  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will 
open  on  Monday  afternoon,  June  3rd  at  2:00 
p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Shreveport  under  the  direction  of 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood. 

For  weeks  now  many  individuals  and 
groups  have  been  busy  making  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  this  annual  event,  hosted 
by  First  Church  and  Centenary  College.  A 
Pre-Conference  booklet  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Council  on  Ministries  staff  and  mailed  to 
every  clergy  and  lay  delegate.  Much  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  events  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  is  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of  this 
booklet.  Probably  the  most  important  section 
of  this  publication  is  that  part  containing  the 


reports  of  the  various  boards,  committees, 
agencies,  and  institutions  of  the  conference. 
Those  who  will  be  coming  to  conference  are 
urged  to  read  carefully  through  these  reports 
so  that  they  will  be  well  informed  regarding 
the  work  and  proposals  of  these  conference 
agencies. 

One  item  that  needs  the  attention  of  all 
delegates  is  that  pertaining  to  the  three  Pro¬ 
posed  Constitutional  Amendments  that  will 
be  voted  upon  by  the  delegates  on  Monday  af¬ 
ternoon,  Each  is  carefully  explained  on  page 
91  of  the  booklet. 

Another  matter  for  consideration  is  being 
presented  by  the  Committee  on  Rules  and 
Regulations.  Such  rules  govern  the  make-up 


of  all  various  boards,  commissions,  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Annual .  Conference.  These 
have  not  been  up-dated  in  some  time  and  for 
months  this  committee  has  worked  long  and 
hard  to  present  this  report  to  the  conference. 
A  copy  of  their  proposals  will  be  found  on 
page  84  of  the  Pre-Conference  book. 

An  Executive  Session  for  the  clergy  will  be 
held  at  2:00  p.m.  on  Tuesday  afternoon  in  the 
Gold  Dome  on  the  Centenary  College  cam¬ 
pus.  At  this  time  the  Board  of  Ordained  Min¬ 
istry  will  report  to  all  ministers  in  Full 
Connection  regarding  matters  of  ordination, 
character,  and  conference  relations  of  minis¬ 
ters.  The  lay  delegates  will  have  a  free  after¬ 
noon  for  shopping  and  sight-seeing. 


"Centenary  Night”  will  be  conducted  on 
Monday  evening  in  the  Gold  Dome.  Attention 
will  be  given  to  the  importance  of  this  institu¬ 
tion  in  the  life  of  the  conference  and  a  series 
of  Bishop’s  Awards  will  be  presented  to 
small,  medium  and  large  churches  sending 
the  most  students  to  Centenary.  Dr.  Robert 
Hayes,  President  of  Wiley  College  in  Mar¬ 
shall,  Texas  will  be  the  keynote  speaker. 
This  will  be  a  “gala  affair”  with  activities  of 
interest  for  all. 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson  w;ill  be  the 
conference  preacher  for  the  1985  conference 
session.  He  will  speak  each  morning  during 
conference  at  11:30  a.m.  as  well  as  on  Tues¬ 


day  and  Wednesday  nights  at  7:30  p.m.  Music 
will  be  an  important  part  of  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  this  year,  with  evangelistic  singing  be¬ 
ing  led  by  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne  . . .  special 
concerts  by  both  the  Centenary  College  Choir 
and  the  Centenary  College  Alumni  Choir  will 
be  given  . . .  and  a  Bach  Commemorative  or¬ 
gan  Recital  presented  by  Dr.  Herman  Taylor 
of  Dillard  University. 

Luncheons,  teas,  banquets  and  dinners  will 
play  a  big  part  in  the  activities  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  as  friends  gather  together  for  moments 
of  fellowship.  Persons  desiring  more  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  activities  and  plans  for 
conference  are  invited  to  call  the  Conference 
Office  in  Baton  Rouge,  504/346-1646. 


.UNITED 
J I  METHODIST 
^[CHURCH 

ft 

1 1  LOUI 
|  rvCONFI 


^CONFERENCE  , 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Dunamis  ’85  -  June  27, 28  and  29 


VOLUME  131  NUMBER  49 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


MAY  10,  1985 


.  Dunamis  ’85  is  the  First  Conference  on 
the  Holy  Spirit  sponsored  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship.  This  conference  for  all  Christian 
people  will  take  place  in  the  Gold  Dome 
on  the  campus  of  Centenary  College, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  June  27,  28,  and 
29, 1985. 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  will  be  the  speaker  for 
the  opening  service,  Thursday  evening, 
June  27.  The  conference  speaker  will  be 
Dr.  James  Buskirk,  Senior  Pastor,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa,  Oklaho¬ 
ma. 

The  program  includes  sessions  by  a  va¬ 


riety  of  speakers  concerning  our  under¬ 
standing  and  relationship  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  His  role  in  renewal  of  the 
Church. 

Plan  now  to  join  fellow  Christians 
throughout  the  state  in  this  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  provide  witness  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  at  work  bringing  a  new  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  Spirit’s  power  to  The  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  and  to  all  persons  at¬ 
tending.  Pray  that  Dunamis  ’85  will  be 
mightily  used  by  God  for  the  renewal  of 
His  Church  and  His  People.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  write:  Dunamis  '85,  Methodist 
Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  P.O.  Box 
5770,  Shreveport,  La.  71135. 


The  Bishop’s 
Corner 

‘From  Here  and  There’ 


Your  response  to  my  request  for 
“good  news”  from  your  churches  con¬ 
tinues  to  arrive!  The  beginning  of  ad¬ 
ditional  Sunday  School  classes,  the 
erection  of  new  church  signs,  the 
sharing  of  church  activities  all  indi¬ 
cate  much  growth  and  enthusiasm. 
Keep  up  the  good  work! 

Rev.  Don  Morgan  has  just  begun  a 
"Panoramic  Bible  Survey”  at  Ring- 
gold  and  Castor  UM  Churches.  This  is 
a  pictorial  scroll  of  the  major  events 
and  persons  in  the  scripture.  The 
scroll  is  over  40'  in  length  and  is  done 
in  a  variety  of  colors. 

Trinity  UMC,  New  Orleans,  has  a 
new  sign  in  front  of  the  church.  They 
also  have  directional  signs  at  Elysian 
Fields  and  Filmore  Avenue  and  Gen- 
tilly  Boulevard.  In  addition,  they  will 
soon  be  placing  directional  signs  at 
major  street  corners  near  the  church. 
Rev.  Mickey  D.  Stringfield  is  pastor. 

Pearl  River  UMC  has  purchased 
two  new  directional  street  signs  for 
the  church.  In  addition,  they  have  a 
“welcoming  sign”  already  in  place  on 
the  church  lawn.  Rev.  Ron  Dauphin  is 
the  pastor. 

Springhill  UMC  has  shared  some 
great  news.  The  members  used  the 
UMCOR  Fish  Banks  during  the  sea¬ 
son  of  Lent  for  sacrificial  giving  to 
world  hunger.  On  Palm  Sunday  the 
youth  brought  these  banks  down  the 
center  aisle  during  the  offering  time 
in  fish  nets  and  baskets  to  be  present¬ 
ed  at  the  altar.  The  amount  collected 
that  Sunday  was  over  $1,000.  Rev. 
Charles  Humphreys  is  pastor. 

FUMC,  Leesville  —  Holly  Grove 
Charge  —  formed  two  new  church 
school  classes.  Also,  its  membership 
has  increased  and  a  Confirmation 


Class  will  soon  begin.  Rev.  Louis  L. 
Olmsted  is  pastor. 

FUMC,  Minden  has  started  three 
new  Sunday  School  Classes  since  last 
Conference  Year.  One  class  is  for  sin¬ 
gles  and  they  are  presently  having  to 
meet  in  the  church  office.  Rev.  Bob 
Burgess  is  pastor. 

Athens  and  Crossroads  UM 
Churches,  in  the  Ruston  District,  are 
starting  four  new  Sunday  School 
Classes.  They  are  also  putting  up  six 
church  signs;  four  on  the  highway  and 
one  in  front  of  each  church.  Both 
churches  have  voted  to  pay  all  dis¬ 
trict  and  conference  askings  for  1985. 
Rev.  Ron  Easterling  is  pastor. 

Southside  UMC,  Monroe,  has  five 
signs  in  strategic  locations  in  the 
South  end  of  Monroe  that  informs 
people  of  the  location  of  their  church. 
In  addition,  there  is  a  huge  sign  in  the 
shape  of  a  cross  in  front  of  the  church 
with  the  church  name  on  it. 

Claiborne  UMC,  West  Monroe,  has 
succeeded  in  getting  a  Sunday  School 
at  Wilhite.  They  recently  started  a 
class  for  the  youth  and  a  class  for 
adults. 

Congratulations  to  all  of  you  pastors 
who  are  doing  your  best  to  make  im¬ 
provements  in  your  churches. 

Walter  L.  Underwood 


Church  Business  Administrators 
Convocation  Planned  at  Candler 


The  co-author  of  In  Search  of  Excel¬ 
lence  will  keynote  a  National  Leadership 
Convocation  July  14-17  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Church 
Business  Administrators. 

Robert  H.  Waterman,  Jr.,  whose  book 
has  sold  4  million  copies  and  translated 
into  12  languages,  will  set  the  theme  for 
excellence  in  leadership  that  will  be  ad¬ 
dressed  during  the  convocation  more 
specifically  by  other  leaders. 

The  Convocation  will  be  held  at 


The  demographic  map  of  the  Hispan¬ 
ic  presence  does  not  reveal  the  full  di¬ 
mension  of  our  communities’  social, 
economic,  political  and  spiritual  condi¬ 
tions.  As  the  third  century  of  Method¬ 
ism  begins,  Hispanic  people  in  the  U.S. 
still  seek  basic  recognition  and  accep¬ 
tance  as  full  members  of  society.  The 
resistance  of  the  U.S.  majority  culture 
to  Hispanic  participation  in  the  full 
range  of  institutions  and  opportunities 
is  the  single  most  enduring  pattern  con¬ 
fronting  Hispanics  in  the  U.S.  today. 
Despite  increasing  numbers,  gifted 
leadership  and  a  willingness  to  contrib¬ 
ute,  Hispanics  are  still  excluded,  de¬ 
nied  equal  access  and  prevented  from 


Three  Clergy  Women  To  Be  Morning 
Devotional  Speakers  At  Annual  Conference 


Emory  University,  Atlanta  Georgia,  site 
of  Candler  School  of  Theology’s  training 
program  for  certifying  church  business 
administrators.  The  program  marks  its 
tenth  anniversary  this  year. 

The  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Church  Business  Administrators  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  and  counts 
among  its  membership  not  only  local 
church  business  administrators  but  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  other  professionals  in 
hospitals,  colleges,  etc. 


One  of  the  important  parts  of  Annual 
Conference  is  the  opening  devotional  pe¬ 
riod  that  sets  the  tone  for  the  agenda  of 
each  day.  From  time  to  time  various 
persons  have  had  this  responsibility,  but 
this  year  will  mark  the  first  conference 
that  clergy  women  have  exclusively  led 
the  services. 

The  first  speaker  will  be  Reverend 
Deborah  Drash,  who  will  lead  the  Tues¬ 
day  morning  service  beginning  at  8:30 
a.m.  Debbie  is  one  of  the  Associate  min¬ 
isters  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport.  Born  in  Gadsden, 
Alabama,  Debbie  received  her  earlier 
schooling  in  Baltimore.  Her  B.A.  degree 
was  awarded  her  by  the  University  of 
Southern  Florida  in  1978.  She  received 
her  Master  of  Divinity  from  Emory  in 
1982.  Prior  to  coming  to  Louisiana,  Deb¬ 
bie  was  Director  of  Communications  for 
the  North  and  South  Georgia  Confer¬ 
ences. 

-Reverend  Judy  Nelson,  Chaplain  at 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
in  New  Orleans  will  lead  the  morning 
worship  service  on  Wednesday,  June  5th. 
Judy  has  been  in  this  present  position 
with  Pendleton  for  three  years,  having 

SLU  Wesley 
Foundation  Gives 
UM  Scholarships 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Wesley 
Foundation,  SLU  voted  at  its  last  meet¬ 
ing  to  establish  a  scholarship  program 
for  United  Methodist  students  who  at¬ 
tend  Southeastern  Louisiana  University. 
At  least  three  scholarships  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  the  fall  semester  of  1985. 

The  purpose  of  these  scholarships  is  to 
recognize  leadership  and  talent  of  youth 
in  the  local  church  and  to  encourage  their 
continued  Christian  growth  through  par¬ 
ticipation  in  campus  ministry. 

Other  scholarships  already  established 
are  a  work  grant  and  a  pre-theology 
grant. 

Information  and  applications  may  be 
secured  from:  Ken  Jacocks,  P.O.  Box 
2579  SLU,  Hammond  La.  70402. 


Rev.  Deborah  Drash 

come  to  Louisiana  from  Amarillo,  Texas 
where  she  received  5  Va  years  of  clinical 
training.  Chaplain  Nelson,  along  with 
Chaplain  Durbin,  visited  more  than 
23,000  patients  last  year,  as  a  part  of 
their  ministry  in  the  name  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  This  type  of  ministry 
that  Judy  has  given  her  life  to  is  of  ex¬ 
treme  importance  and  significance  to 
people  in  their  time  of  need. 

Conference  Review 
And  Resolutions 
Committee  To  Meet 

The  Conference  Committee  on  Review 
and  Resolutions  will  meet  at  10:00  a.m. 
on  June  3,  1985  in  Room  #7  of  the  Ma- 
gale  Library  on  the  Centenary  College 
Campus  to  review  any  and  all  resolu¬ 
tions  presented  to  the  group,  according 
to  Shelby  Smith,  Chairperson  of  this 
committee. 

Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Conference 
Secretary,  reminds  individuals  and 
church  groups  that  such  resolutions  shall 
be  presented  to  the  committee  at  least  24 
hours  before  consideration  by  the  Annual 
Conference.  It  will  help  the  committee  in 
their  work  if  all  such  resolutions  can  be 
in  their  hands  prior  to  their  June  3rd 
meeting. 

Resolutions  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Shel¬ 
by  Smith,  P.O.  Box  9,  Shreveport,  Louisi¬ 
ana  71161-0009. 


Rev.  Judy  Nelson 

The  final  leader  of  the  morning  devo- 
tionals  will  be  Reverend  Marie  Williams, 
pastor  of  the  Cedar  Grove  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Born  in  Ft. 
Meyers^  Florida,  Marie  received  her 
B.A.  from  Florida  Southern  College  in 
1971  and  her  Master  of  Divinity  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  1975.  Dur¬ 
ing  her  time  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  Marie  has  served  as  a  Campus 


Rev.  Marie  Williams 
Minister,  Associate  Pastor  and  Pastor. 
She  and  her  husband,  John,  who  serves 
as  pastor  of  the  Caddo  Heights-Keigh- 
ville  Charge,  have  both  been  very  active 
in  the  work,  of  the  conference,  serving 
on  boards  and  committees  in  a  most  ef¬ 
fective  way. 

Delegates  to  the  Annual  Conference 
are  urged  to  participate  in  these  morn¬ 
ing  worship  experiences. 


Bishop  Underwood  Delivered 
Lambuth  Baccalaureate  Address 


Lambuth  alumnus,  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood,  Resident  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  with  headquarters  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana,  delivered  the  bacca¬ 
laureate  address  on  Sunday,  May  5th,  in 
Jackson,  Tennessee. 

The  senior  class,  gathered  in  the  R.  E. 
Womack  Memorial  Chapel,  heard  Bishop 
Underwood  speak  to  them  on,  “Realities 
That  Condition  Our  Time.”  Bishop  Un¬ 
derwood  dealt  with  four  new  and  shock¬ 
ing  realities  of  this  day  and  suggested  to 
the  graduates  how  they  could  cope  with 
these  in  the  context  of  a  faithful  and  ded¬ 
icated  life. 

As  a  part  of  the  commencement  exer¬ 
cises  of  Lambuth  College,  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  was  awarded  the  Doctor  of  Letters 
Degree  by  his  alma  mater.  Before  be¬ 


coming  a  bishop  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  July  of  1984,  Underwood 
served  the  7,200  member  St.  Luke’s  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas, 
where  his  sermons  were  telecast  each 
week  to  an  audience  of  more  than  a  mil¬ 
lion  homes. 

Bishop  Underwood  is  the  author  of 
many  publications,  the  most  recent  be¬ 
ing,  ‘The  Contemporary  Twelve,”  which 
was  published  in  October  of  1984  by  Ab¬ 
ingdon  Press. 

Bishop  Underwood  will  conduct  his 
first  Annual  Conference  as  an  episcopal 
leader,  June  3-6,  when  approximately 
1,000  persons  will  gather  on  the  campus 
of  Centenary  College  for  this  annual 
event. 


The  EMLC  informer 

’Working  With  Hispanic  United  Methodists’ 

living  fully  and  freely  as  citizens  of  this 
society.  This  is  incompatible  with  the 
Constitution,  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the 
best  traditions  of  the  nation. 

The  Missional  Priority  of  1981-84 
was  welcomed  by  Hispanics  as  a  sign 
of  the  denomination’s  willingness  to 
move  beyond  society’s  tempo.  Hispan¬ 
ics  welcomed  United  Methodism’s 
movemeu  toward  an  effective  witness 
for  a  new  time  in  our  history.  This  deci¬ 
sive  first  step  must  be  followed  by  a 
vigorous  recommitment  and  expanded 
resources. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  can  be 
an  institution  and  community  that  of¬ 
fers  Hispanics  the  avenues  for  con¬ 
structive  and  creative  contributions  to 
our  common  future.  A  recommitment 
to  the  Missional  Priority  to  strengthen 
the  Hispanic  local  church  in  its  mission 
with  Hispanics  and  beyond  will  be  the 
best  resource  for  United  Methodism. 

(Information  provided  by  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan,  CCOM  staff . ) 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  re¬ 
cently  hosted  a  seminar  on  Christian 
Unity  The  newly  released  publication 
of  the  Consultation  on  Christian  Unity, 
COCU  Consensus,  was  the  focus  of 
study.  Reverend  James  Stovall  of  LIC, 
summarized  the  history  of  COCU  and 
Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland  concluded  the 
session  with  a  worship  service. 

*  *  * 

Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be 
having  several  Mother’s  Day  activities 
all  week  beginning  with  a  Mother’s  Day 
Breakfast  on  May  12  at  8:15  a.m.  On 
May  14  at  9:30  a.m.,  Ingleside  will  be 
sponsoring  “Mother’s  Day  Out”  activi¬ 
ties.  This  event  will  continue  until  May 
17. 

*  *  • 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  FUMC, 
Amite  are  sponsoring  a  chicken-Bar-B- 
Que  on  May  10.  Anyone  interested  may 
get  tickets  at  the  church  office.  The 
chicken  can  be  delivered  or  picked  up 
from  11:00  a.m.-l:00  p.m.  and  from  4:00 
p.m.-6:00  p.m. 

•  •  • 

First  UMC,  Mansfield,  held  a  youth 
service  on  April  24.  The  youth  of  the 
church  led  in  worship  by  serving  as 
ushers  and  musicians.  This  was  the 
fourth  year  that  the  youth  conducted  a 
service,  and  it  has  become  a  special 
tradition  for  FUMC,  Mansfield. 

•  *  * 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  is  holding  a  four  week  series  of 
Wednesday  evenings  at  church  during 


the  month  of  May.  The  first  series  was 
held  on  May  1  with  a  missions  study  on 
the  struggles  of  Korean  people.  The  re¬ 
maining  two  weeks  of  the  study  will  re¬ 
late  to  the  struggles  of  the  Korean 
people  to  retain  their  right  of  self-de¬ 
termination  and  their  hopes  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  held  a  re¬ 
vival  in  April.  George  Phillips  and 
Henry  King  led  the  services  in  song  and 
worship.  Blackwater  gives  thanks  to 
the  evangelists  and  glory  to  God  for  the 
wonderful,  uplifting  and  challenging 
week  shared  together  in  worship. 

•  *  * 

Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur, 
held  a  family  night  on  April  28.  The 
evening  began  with  supper  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall.  Entertainment  was  later 
provided  by  the  Choral  Foundation 
Chamber  Singers,  and  a  Puppet  Show. 

•  *  * 

St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Monroe,  is  making 
plans  for  Homecoming  on  July  14.  With 
spring  already  here,  summer  is  just 
around  the  corner.  All  are  invited  to  at¬ 
tend  this  joyous  day  in  the  ministry  of 
St.  Mark’s. 

The  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  proudly  announces  the 
acceptance  of  the  Reverend  Dale  M. 
Haggard,  associate  minister,  to  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  program  at  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wilmore, 


Kentucky.  Rev.  Haggard  will  special¬ 
ize  in  the  area  of  Spiritual  Formation. 

The  Centenary-Fisher  UM  Churches, 
Franklinton,  gave  a  Communion  offer¬ 
ing  to  the  Community  Day  Care  Center 
of  Franklinton  on  May  5.  This  active 
group  is  working  hard  to  increase  its 
Building  Fund. 

•  •  • 

La.  Memorial  UMC,  Opelousas,  and 
Port  Barre  UMC,  will  be  collecting 
"Care  Packages”  for  the  children  at 
the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  on 
Sunday,  May  19.  A  “Care  Package”  is  a 
bag  or  box  of  things  you  have  collected 
to  give  to  these  needy  children.  Anyone 
interested  should  bring  a  “Care  Pack¬ 
age”  to  either  of  the  two  churches  that 
Sunday  Morning  and  leave  it  in  the  foy¬ 
er  of  the  church. 

*  *  • 

Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria,  observed 
Heritage  Sunday  on  April  28.  The  pro¬ 
gram  included  "The  Sunday  Service  of 
the  Methodists  in  North  America”  writ¬ 
ten  by  John  Wesley  in  1784.  Rev.  James 
W.  Jones,  pastor,  conducted  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Coushatta  has  refurbished  its 
Fellowship  Hall.  The  Bazaar  Commit¬ 
tee  has  been  sponsoring  fundraisers  to 
financially  support  this  enterprise.  The 
walls  have  been  freshly  painted  and  the 
floor  shines  with  a  new  luster.  The 
church  members  are  proud  to  see  the 
brightness  and  changes  in  the  building. 


If  any  church  in  the  La.  Con¬ 
ference  wishes  to  be  included  in 
the  LUM  “Persons,  Churches 
and  Events”  Column,  please 
send  the  church  newsletter  to 
LUM,  527  N.  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Correction 

In  the  story  and  pictures  on  the  Trinity 
Bible  Series,  in  the  LUM  April  19  issue. 
Rev.  Ron  Easterling,  in  the  top  photo 
with  Rev.  Tom  Bergeron  and  Dr.  Frank 
Warden,  was  erroneaously  named  Ron 
Crowley.  Our  apologies  to  Ron. 

Also,  the  Lakeview  Church  congratu¬ 
lated  by  Bishop  Underwood  in  the  April 
26  issue  was  Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport. 
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Editorials 

Bitburg:  A  Christian  perspective 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The  uproar  preceding  President  Rea 
gan's  visit  Sunday  to  the  military  ceme¬ 
tery  at  Bitburg,  West  Germany,  raises 
serious  questions— not  only  about  the 
visit  but  about  the  reaction  of  many 
American  Christians 

The  president  said  he  made  the  short 
stop  two  days  before  the  40th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  Germany’s  surrender  during  World 
War  II  to  "bring  to  people  an  awareness 
of  the  great  reconciliation  that  has  taken 
place”  between  the  United  States  and 
West  Germany. 

Public  reaction  to  the  president's  good¬ 
will  gesture  has  reflected  anything  but 
reconciliation.  News  of  the  Bitburg  visit 
uncovered  a  deep,  burning  hatred  toward 
Germany  among  Americans,  particularly 
members  of  Jewish  and  veteran  groups. 
Some  Americans  have  even  said  they 
would  never  forgive  Germany  for  what  it 
did  to  the  world  under  Adolf  Hitler. 

Religious  leaders  from  all  parts  of  the 
theological  spectrum  have  also  criticized 
the  president’s  Bitburg  visit  Critics  includ¬ 
ed  the  head  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Inter- 
religious  Concerns  (see  UMR,  May  3). 

We  agree  with  those  religious  leaders 
who  pointed  out  that  the  Bitburg  visit 
showed  little  sensitivity  for  the  feelings 
and  concerns  of  Jews.  That  was  particu¬ 
larly  true  because  the  nearly  2,000  graves 
in  the  Bitburg  cemetery  include  49  troops 
from  the  Waffen  S.S.  That  elite  unit 


committed  numerous  war  crimes  and  ran 
concentration  camps  where  millions  of 
Jews  were  tortured  and  killed. 

The  systematic  killing  of  6  million 
Jews  by  Germany’s  Nazi  government— 
the  Holocaust— was  an  unprecedented 
act  of  inhumanity.  Jews  are  right  to  in¬ 
sist  that  the  world  never  forget  the  Holo¬ 
caust  or  in  any  way  trivialize  or  gloss 
over  its  imponderable  evil. 

From  a  Christian  perspective,  however, 
the  lingering  hostility  toward  the  German 
people  that  the  president’s  visit  has  appar¬ 
ently  released  is  deeply  disturbing.  The 
existence  of  that  hostility  40  years  after 
the  war  reflects  a  stubborn  unwillingness 
among  countless  persons  to  follow  Christ’s 
admonition  and  example  to  forgive. 

As  Christians,  we  should  let  our  Jew¬ 
ish  brothers  and  sisters  know  of  our  an¬ 
guish  over  any  action,  by  the  president 
or  anyone  else,  that  gives  even  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  insensitivity  toward  the 
memory  of  their  suffering. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  deplore 
the  words  and  actions  of  all  those  who 
would  try  to  afflict,  present-day  Ger¬ 
mans  with  guilt  for  actions  for  which 
they  bear  no  responsibility. 

Instead,  we  should  encourage  the  laying 
aside  of  any  anger  we  hold  as  the  result  of 
a  war  long  past  and  promote  reconcilia¬ 
tion  with  our  former  enemies  and  their 
sons,  daughters  and  grandchildren. 


My  Witness 

What  a  day  for  UMs 


MAY  10,  1985 


Surfacing  of  animosities  can  have  value 


■ 


The  recollection  of  events  in  two  past 
wars  has  apparently  stirred  long  dor¬ 
mant  emotions  in  many  Americans  (see 
preceding  editorial) . 

The  process  started  in  June  on  the  40th 
anniversary  of  the  Normandy  invasion 
during  World  War  II.  The  looking  back 
continued  last  month  during  the  10th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  fall  of  South  Vietnam 
and  this  week  with  President  Reagan  in 
Europe  on  the  40th  anniversary  of  Ger¬ 
many’s  surrender  during  World  War  II. 
In  August  Americans  and  others  will 
mark  the  40th  anniversary  of  Japan’s 
surrender. 

These  recollections  are  unavoidable  if 
only  because  of  our  national  penchant 
for  celebrating  anniversaries  in  10-year 
cycles. 

This  40th  anniversary  year  of  American 
military  victories  over  two  enemy  nations 


eventually  turned  into  allies  likely  will 
force  us  as  Christians  to  look  unblinkingly 
at  what  our  nation  did  to  achieve  those 
victories— particularly  dropping  atomic 
bombs  on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  to 
speed  the  end  of  the  war  with  Japan. 

And  reports  from  My  Lai  and  other 
places  in  Vietnam  showed  that  our  forces 
sometimes  indiscriminately  killed  civil¬ 
ians  as  well  as  enemy  troops. 

We  must  hope  that  the  rest  of  the  world, 
including  non-Christians,  will  be  as  dedi¬ 
cated  to  trying  to  forgive  Americans  for 
what  we  did  as  we  as  Christians  should  be 
to  forgiving  our  former  enemies. 

Letting  old  animosities  come  to  the  sur¬ 
face,  however,  can  have  some  value.  With 
those  animosities  specifically  in  mind,  we 
can— and  should— pray  for  forgiveness  of 
our  sins  just  as  we  should  forgive  those 
who  have  sinned  against  us. 


Grave  markers  at  Kolmesshohe  Cemetery  in  Bitburg,  West  Germany, 

Africa  Journal 


By  E.  RALPH  BROCK 

It  was  a  typical  brown  brick  church  of 
early  1900s  architecture  similar  to  those  in 
the  older  downtown  section  of  any  city. 

Inside,  the  paint  was  beginning  to 
show  its  age,  and  the  simulated  stained- 
glass  windows  needed  repair.  The  altar 
was  a  simple  wooden  table.  Two  wood 
candle  sticks  stood  on  one  end  and  a  vase 
of  yellow  spider  mums  on  the  other. 

The  congregation  numbered  about  50, 
ranging  in  age  from  a  small  baby  to  sev¬ 
eral  persons  over  80.  The  pastor  was  a 
distinguished,  white-haired  gentleman  in 
a  black  suit. 

The  service  followed  the  usual  Meth¬ 
odist  liturgy:  greetings,  hymns,  prayer, 
announcements,  songs  by  the  choir,  rec¬ 
ognition  of  birthdays,  offering,  etc!  The 
pastor  preached  from  Luke  9.34-53.  The 
theme  was  that  we  should  place  more 
emphasis  on  doing  God's  work  and  less 
on  "climbing  the  ladder  of  success." 

This  description  probably  sounds  like 
Third  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church, 
Anytown,  U.S.A.,  on  a  typical  Sunday.  In 
fact,  it  applies  to  Erlosekirche  of  the 
Evangelish-methodische  Kirehe  in  East 
Berlin. 

You  say  you  never  knew  there  were 
United  Methodist  churches  in  commu¬ 
nist-controlled  areas  such  as  East  Berlin 
and  East  Germany? 

Thirty-four  United  Methodists  from 
West  Germany  dispelled  any  such  doubts 
of  their  own  about  that  question  when 
they  visited  Erlosekirche  in  March. 

The  visit,  a  complete  surprise  to  the 
congregation,  was  the  climax  of  a  “Points 


of  Contact"  retreat  weekend  in  West  Ber¬ 
lin  led  by  John  and  Carla  Germing.  (For 
more  information  on  the  Points  of  Contact 
program,  see  UMR,  Dec,  14, 1984). 

The  visit  to  Erlosekirche  accomplished 
at  least  two  important  thing:  It  demon¬ 
strated  to  the  congregation  that,  while 
they  are  behind  a  wall  of  concrete, 
steel,  guns  and  guards,  attack  dogs  and 
land  mines,  they  are  not  forgotten.  And 
it  was  a  vivid  reminder  to  us,  as  Points 
of  Contact  members,  that  we  are  a  con- 
nectional  church,  that  we  do  have  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  behind  the  Iron  Curtain 
and  that  we  in  the  West  do  not  have  a 
corner  on  God. 

We  left  Erlosekirche  with,  as  Wesley 
said,  our  hearts  "strangely  warmed"  by 
what  we  experienced  and  the  reception  we 
were  given.  We  also  left  with  a  feeling  of 
sadness  and  perhaps  with  a  little  guilt  be¬ 
cause  we  knew  we  could  leave.  Our  new¬ 
found  brothers  and  sisters  couldn’t. 

I  must  admit  that  we  had  a  collective 
sigh  of  relief  when  we  passed  through 
Checkpoint  Charlie  into  West  Berlin.  But 
one  group  member  best  summed  up  our 
thoughts  as  we  left  the  church  when  she 
exclaimed,  "Isn't  it  a  great  day  to  b<“  a 
United  Methodist!" 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
1,  J1}!3  weeli's  contributor.  Mai.  E 
Ralph  Brock.  ,s  stationed  in  Kornwest- 
heim.  West  Germany.  He  is  a  member  of 
McDonald  UMC.  McDonald.  Ten,,.  (Hoi- 
ston  Annual  Conference). 


Burundi  shows  complexity  of  Christian  mission 


EDITORS  NOTE-This  article  is  the 
seventh  in  a  series  of  reflections  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a 
six-month  sabbatical  leave  with  his  family 
in  Kenya.  During  this  time,  Mr.  Dunnam 
will  be  observing  and  describing  various 
aspects  of  the  churches'  work  in  Kenya 
and  in  several  other  African  nations. 

GITEGA,  Burundi— When  I  met  Bish¬ 
op  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  last  year  in  Balti¬ 
more,  I  had  never  heard  of  Burundi, 
much  less  of  the  Evangelical  Episcopal 
Church  of  which  he  was  the  head. 

I  was  intrigued,  however,  by  his  goal: 


v  * 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Church-state  concern  called  ‘strange’ 

i  EMit/vv  _ _ _ _  i  •  ,  ■  ...  . 


To  the  Editor: 

I  find  it  strange  that  Bishop  Leroy  Ho- 
dapp  was  concerned  about  the  separation 
of  church  and  state  (see  UMR,  April  26). 

For  some  time  the  United  Methodist 
bishops,  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
have  been  doing  their  best  to  run  the  State 
Department.  As  a  case  in  point,  another 
article  was  headlined  "Pastors  to  receive 
board  pleas  opposing  rebel  aid.” 

I  will  live  and  die  a  United  Methodist, 
for  I  have  no  quarrel  with  John  Wesley. 
But  I  am  no  longer  proud  to  say,  “I  am  a 
Methodist.” 

Charlotte  Padoven 
Farmington,  New  Mexico 

Academy  effort  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  the  editori¬ 
al  in  your  April  26  issue  concerning  the 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation  and  for 
Roberta  Sappington’s  excellent  article 
about  the  Academy  in  an  earlier  issue. 

As  one  of  the  participants  in  the  Acad¬ 
emy  during  its  initial  two-year  session 
that  recently  ended,  I  can  vouch  for  its 
being  a  life-changing  experience. 

I  very  much  appreciate  your  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  valuable  contribution  that  the 
Academy  is  making  to  individual  and 
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corporate  renewal  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

I  am  excited  not  only  about  what  is 
happening  in  the  lives  of  the  participants 
who  have  now  completed  the  Academy 
program  but  also  about  what  can  happen 
in  the  church  as  increasing  numbers  of 
participants  from  additional  Academy 
groups  go  back  into  more  and  more  local 
churches  across  the  United  States. 

I  am  especially  grateful  to  you  for 
helping  more  people  to  be  aware  of  the 
availability  of  the  Academy.  It  happens 
that  the  Reporter  was  the  medium  through 
which  I  first  learned  of  its  existence. 

I  appreciate  your  helping  to  make  that 
possible  also  for  others,  who  may  be 
looking,  as  I  was,  for  the  ingredients  that 
make  up  the  Academy  but  may  not  know 
where  to  find  them. 

The  Academy  has  quality  and  depth 
that  I  had  never  previously  found  in  any 
organized  church  activity.  I  feel  that 
both  are  essential  if  the  church  is  to  be  a 
major  influence  in  today’s  world. 

Barbara  Wendland 
Temple,  Texas 

Spread  clergy  around 

To  the  Editor: 

Final  decisions  are  being  made  right 
now  that  affect  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
United  Methodists.  Pastoral  appoint¬ 
ments  are  being  considered  by  bishops 
and  their  cabinets  around  the  world. 

Our  church  has  seen  the  merit  in  as¬ 
signing  specific  time  requirements  to  the 
episcopacy.  Bishops  serve  in  one  area  a 
maximum  of  eight  years  maximum,  and 
even  our  district  superintendents  have 
some  time  restrictions  in  their  job  de¬ 
scriptions. 

Yet,  we  have  no  requirements  for  lo¬ 
cal  church  pastors. 

Yes,  there  have  been  some  great  min¬ 
isters  who  have  stayed  for  years  and 
built  monuments  to  God  (and  some  to 
self).  Some  might  say  that  this  local 
church  or  that  could  never  have  been  de¬ 
veloped  into  the  force  for  good  unless  Dr. 
so-and-so  had  been  forced  to  move  by  a 
time  restriction.  I 

However,  the  other  side  of  that  coin  is 
that  many  other  churches  might  have 
benefitted  from  the  strong  individual. 

As  is  the  case  in  many  aspects  of  life, 
there  is  something  to  be  said  on  both 
sides  of  this  question.  Yet,  the  old  adage 
that  “variety  is  the  spice  of  life”  holds 
some  merit  here. 

In  a  large  organization  like  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  everyone  does  not 
need  to  move  every  year,  or  even  every 
two  or  three  years.  And  I  am  not  saying 
that  the  motto  of  my  early  church  years 
in  another  conference,  "four  and  no 
more”  should  be  adopted.  But  a  closer 
look  at  this  entire  process  is  in  order. 

Bishops  and  cabinets  have  the  power 
to  revitalize  some  churches,  to  renew  the 
flagging  spirits  of  some  members  and  to 
give  their  clergy  brothers  and 'sisters 
new  chances  to  show  their  wares  to  dif¬ 
ferent  congregations. 

Surely,  like  the  Marines,  our  church 
has  “a  few  good  men”  who  can  move 
themselves  and  mountains.  Spreading 
them  around  might  do  more  for  the  en¬ 
tire  church  than  burying  them  in  some 
cathedral-type  church,  hiding  their  light 


under  a  sacred  bushel. 

St.  Paul,  finding  not  the  warmest  of 
welcomes  everywhere  he  went,  “shook 
the  dust  from  his  feet"  and  moved  on  to 
greater  victories  for  God.  Could  we  ask 
less  of  our  leadership  as  we  go  through 
the  appointment  process? 

Barry  DeZonia 
Dallas,  Texas 

‘Liberal’  editorial  denounced 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  comment  on  the  April  19  edi¬ 
torial  headlined  "Politics,  peace  and  the 
church’s  role.” 

The  editorial  undoubtedly  was  written 
by  a  liberal  who,  like  many  other  liber¬ 
als,  has  his  head  buried  like  an  ostrich. 

This  great  nation  and  many  other  free 
people  face  a  great  danger.  The  nations 
around  Nicaragua  are  in  immediate  dan¬ 
ger. 

The  ostrich  liberals  would  have  us 
bury  our  heads  and  ignore  the  threat. 
They  say  the  Sandinistas  are  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  seek  peace.  In  face  of  the  facts  of 
what’s  happening  in  Nicaragua  and  the 
exporting  of  revolution  in  El  Salvador, 
that's  hardly  believable.  The  recent  elec¬ 
tion  there  is  another  joke  that  many  in 
this  country  actually  took  seriously. 

I  stand  by  President  Reagan.  This  na¬ 
tion  must  show  a  national  resolve  to  lift 
our  heads,  look  our  enemies  in  the  eye 
and  meet  them  however  they  choose:  at 
the  table  or  on  the  battlefield.  The  price 
of  freedom  is  high.  We  must  pay  it. 

What  can  be  done  at  a  table  if  we  don’t 
have  their  respect?  They  are  determined 
to  spread  their  revolution,  and  there  is 
only  one  thing  they  will  respect:  military 
power  and  our  resolve  to  use  it. 

Those  who  believe  these  parasites  will 
willingly  be  talked  out  of  their  position 
of  power  to  let  the  people  choose  their 
own  government  would  also  believe  you 
could  persuade  a  tick  to  get  off  a  dog’s 
back. 

Our  national  resolve  to  stand  up  for 
what  we  believe  in  is  perceived  through¬ 
out  the  world  as  weak.  Such  articles  as 
this  one  and  others  in  newspapers  and  on 
television  news  programs  encourage  our 
adversary  (the  Soviet  Union)  to  continue. 

Douglas  Burdick 
Moore,  Oklahoma 


membership  for  his  denomination  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  That  goes 
against  the  trend  for  former  overseas  mis¬ 
sions  to  become  autonomous  churches. 

When  I  accepted 
his  invitation  to  visit 
Burundi,  I  knew  little 
more  about  the  coun¬ 
try  or  the  church.  My 
preparations  for  the 
plane  ride  from  Ken¬ 
ya  across  Lake  Vic¬ 
toria  to  Burundi  did 
little  to  help.  One  sPur£eon  Dunnam 
person  called  Burundi  "the  most  back¬ 
ward  country  I’ve  ever  seen.”  A  member 
of  another  denomination  told  me  the 
church  there  became  United  Methodist 
because  "the  Methodists  offered  them 
the  best  deal.” 

We  learned  that  Burundi  had  experi¬ 
enced  tribal  warfare  in  the  early  1970s 
and  that  thousands  of  the  country’s 
brightest,  best-educated  citizens  had 
been  killed. 

*  *  * 

We  began  to  learn  "the  rest  of  the  sto¬ 
ry,”  however,  during  our  winding,  two- 
hour  ride  with  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  from 
the  capital  city  of  Bujumbura  to  the 
church’s  headquarters  in  Gitega.  We  saw 
"backwardness,”  but  we  also  saw  beauty 
in  a  green,  mountainous,  overwhelming¬ 
ly  rural  land. 

Burundi  is  poor  and  in  need  of  massive 
developmental  assistance.  Scars  of  the 
tribal  wars  remain,  but  Burundi’s  social¬ 
ist  government  is  making  a  concerted  ef¬ 
fort  to  move  beyond  that  tragic  time.  We 
learned  that  mention  of  a  person’s  tribal 
identity  is  taboo. 

The  cynical  description  given  us  of  the 
church  proved  to  be  wrong.  To  date  the 
church  in  Burundi  has  given  more  tangi¬ 
ble  assets  United  Methodism  than  it 
has  received. 

The  church’s  membership  is  small  — 
12,500  with  98  ministers  in  81‘congrega- 
tions  and  special  ministries  —  but  it  is 
growing  rapidly. 

And  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  is  determined 
that  United  Methodism  will  be  a  national 
church  rather  than  remaining  concen¬ 
trated  in  the  country’s  eastern  provinces. 
Toward  that  end  he  moved  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  headquarters  to  Gitega  —  Burun¬ 
di’s  geographical  center. 

What  I  learned  during  our  five  days 
there  convinces  me  that  Bishop  Ndori¬ 
cimpa ’s  hopes  for  United  Methodism  in 
Burundi  are  posssible. 


cause.  In  the  previous  year  it  had  income 
of  $20,000  and  expenses  of  $40,000. 

Its  assistant  manager,  now-Bishop  Ndor¬ 
icimpa,  took  over  the  center’s  manage¬ 
ment.  Since  then  it  has  grown  each  year.  It 
now  has  annual  income  of  $100,000  with  an 
average  net  of  $5,000  in  spite  of  antiquated 
equipment,  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said. 

Most  missionaries  packed,  left 
In  1979  the  Burundi  government  began 
to  expel  missionaries  deemed  not  to  be 
involved  in  some  socially  useful  func¬ 
tion.  Meanwhile,  Africanization  was 
transforming  the  World  Gospel  Mission 
into  the  Evangelical  Episcopal  Church  of 
Burundi.  By  1980  all  but  three  of  the 
World  Gospel  missionaries  had  left. 

"As  they  left  with  their  money  and  ex¬ 
perience,  they  thought  the  mission  would 
collapse,”  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said.  “Dur¬ 
ing  the  six  years  of  Africanization,  we 
have  grown  from  three  to  19  main  sta¬ 
tions,  and  our  membership  has  tripled. 

“Our  church  is  growing  as  it  did  in  the 
time  when  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  was 
written  —  and  with  very  little  outside 
support.” 

Way  sought  to  end  isolation 

Centuries  of  African  tradition  have  es¬ 
tablished  family  and  a  sense  of  related¬ 
ness  as  supremely  important  values, 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said.  So  once  Afri¬ 
canization  was  firmly  established,  he  be¬ 
gan  looking  for  a  way  to  break  out  of  the 
sense  of  isolation  that  a  small,  indepen¬ 
dent  church  inevitably  experiences. 

He  studied  the  doctrines  of  several  de¬ 
nominations  and  concluded  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  most  clearly 
corresponded  to  the  doctrines  of  his 
church.  He  likewise  found  that  United 
Methodism’s  developmental  mission  out¬ 
look  —  combining  traditional  evange¬ 
lism  with  efforts  to  improve  the  health 
and  self-reliance  of  the  people  —  best 
corresponded  to  the  direction  his  church 
needed  to  take. 

So  despite  "an  opportunity  for  us  to 
join  another  denomination,  which  car¬ 
ried  with  it  promises  of  immediate  assis¬ 
tance,  we  applied  for  membership  as 
United  Methodists,"  Bishop  Ndoricimpa 
said.  "Why?  Because  we  aren’t  Luther¬ 
ans  in  doctrine. 

"Don’t  misunderstand  me.  We  are 
poor,  and  we  need  help.  But  our  church 
will  not  fail  even  if  we  continue  to  re¬ 
ceive  no  outside  help. 


‘Voice  of  reason’  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  congratulate  the  Reporter  for 
the  fine  editorial  commending  negotia¬ 
tion  between  the  Sandinistas  and  the 
Nicaraguan  opposition  forces  (see  UMR, 
April  19).  Yours  was  a  much-needed 
voice  of  reason. 

Diane  Knippers 
Washington,  D.C. 

Story  moving,  well  done 

To  the  Editor: 

Susan  Carroll’s  article  on  Gordon  Bush 
and  Janet  Lee  was  quite  moving  (see 
UMR,  April  19). 

Thank  you  for  sharing  the  story  of 
those  two  heroic  persons  and  the  Claw¬ 
son  United  Methodist  Church.  The  story 
was  well-written,  compassionate  and  ac¬ 
curate.  The  introduction  hooked  me  and 
moved  me  to  a  superb  conclusion.  Thanks. 

Clyde  Chesnutt 
New  Braunfels,  Texas 


Only  second  UM  visitors 

We  were  surprised  to  discover  that  we 
were  only  the  second  American  visitors 
to  the  new  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Burundi. 

The  church  here  started  in  1936  at 
Kayero  as  a  mission  of  the  World  Gospel 
Mission,  an  independent,  interdenomina¬ 
tional  missionary  organization  based  in 
Marion,  Ind.  Missionaries  built  an  impres¬ 
sive  group  of  brick  buildings,  including  a 
church,  several  houses  and  offices,  an  18- 
bed  clinic  and  dispensary,  and  a  school 
that  is  now  run  by  the  government.  A 
youth  center,  a  women’s  center  and  a  re¬ 
treat  center  recently  were  added. 

A  later  expansion  included  Burundi’s 
center  for  publishing  and  distributing 
Christian-education  materials  and  books, 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said. 

The  World  Gospel  Mission  once  had 
more  than  25  missionaries  in  Burundi  — 
many  of  them  United  Methodists  by  theol¬ 
ogy,  membership  and  support,  though  not 
related  to  the  UM  mission  agency.  Most  of 
them  were  engaged  primarily  in  evange¬ 
listic  activity,  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said. 

During  the  1970s,  Burundi’s  new  mili¬ 
tary  government  looked  unfavorably  on 
.  missions  led  by  foreigners  whose  singu¬ 
lar  purpose  was  evangelization. 

This  same  anti-colonial  attitude 
caused  newly  emerged  African  church 
leaders  to  press  for  "Africanization"  of 
the  church’s  leadership  and  decision¬ 
making  processes. 

In  1977  the  World  Gospel  missionaries 
abandoned  the  printing  center  as  a  lost 


"And  the  help  we  need  is  not  just  in 
dollars.  We  want  to  enjoy  fellowship 
with  other  Christians.  We  want  them  to 
see  what  we  are  doing  and  what  our 
needs  are.  Then  they  can  help  us  if  they 
believe  in  what  we  are  trying  to  do.” 

*  *  * 

On  Palm  Sunday  we  attended  church 
in  Kayero  with  an  impressive  congrega¬ 
tion  of  about  600  persons. 

As  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  began  his  ser¬ 
mon,  he  asked  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  who  could  read  and  write  to  raise 
their  hands.  Between  5  and  10  percent  of 
those  present  —  including  most  of  the 
young  people  —  responded. 

I  later  asked  why  so  large  a  percent¬ 
age  of  the  Kayero  congregation  is  illiter¬ 
ate,  particularly  the  women,  given  the 
presence  of  a  Christian  mission  there  for 
nearly  50  years.  The  bishop  said  he 
wished  he  could  hear  how  the  former 
missionaries  would  answer  the  question. 

We  were  pleased  to  find  an  18-bed 
clinic  and  dispensary  at  Kayero.  It  was 
distressing  to  learn,  however,  that  only 
four  of  the  clinic’s  18  beds  were  filled  be¬ 
cause  the  facility  has  no  professional 
medical  personnel  and  little  medication 
to  dispense.  The  clinic  is  staffed  by  a 
layman  with  one  year  of  nursing  training 
and  a  midwife  who  delivers  25  babies 
per  month. 

Diseases  kill 

"If  there  are  no  doctors  or  nurses  or 
medicine  for  30  miles  and  no  public 
transportation,  what  happens  when 
someone  contracts  a  disease  like  malar¬ 
ia  or  cholera?,"  I  asked. 

"They  die,”  came  the  immediate,  mat¬ 
ter-of-fact  response.  The  availability  of 
Ijealth  care  here  and  in  the  United  States 
is  so  vastly  different  that  I  had  trouble 
accepting  the  answer. 

This  vast  difference  was  further  ac¬ 
centuated  when  a  provincial  secretary  of 
Burundi’s  national  political  party  point¬ 
ed  out  that  the  Reporter’s  annual  operat¬ 
ing  budget  of  $7  million  is  "almost  as 
much  as  Burundi’s  entire  national  bud¬ 
get  for  health  care.”  A  lump  formed  in 
my  throat. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  his  No.  1  pri¬ 
ority  for  assistance  in  Burundi  would  be 
a  missionary  doctor  and  nurse  along 
with  a  generous  supply  of  medicine  for 
the  Kayero  clinic. 

*  *  * 

Asked  if  accepting  other  than  "evan¬ 
gelism  only”  missionaries  was  abandon¬ 
ing  the  church’s  commitment  to  call 
people  to  follow  Jesus  Christ,  the  bishop 
said  anyone  expressing  such  a  concern 
did  not  understand  the  church  in  Burun¬ 
di,  or  all  of  Africa. 

"All  churches  here  are  evangelical,” 
he  said.  “However,  those  of  us  who  know 
the  language  and  the  culture  are  best 
equipped  to  evangelize.  We  need  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  overseas  to  assist  us  with 
areas  of  ministry  we  are  not  equipped  to 
do  ourselves.” 

*  *  * 

My  experience  illustrates  anew  the 
difficulties  and  complexities  of  Christian 
mission  involvement  today. 

No  longer  is  it  likely  to  be  acceptable 
for  well-motivated,  white,  American 
Christians  to  enter  a  "backward"  coun¬ 
try  for  the  sole  purpose  of  proclaiming  a 
message  of  personal  salvation.  Human 
physical  needs,  governmental  policies, 
language  and  cultural  factors  must  be 
taken  into  account. 

If  Christian  mission  involvement  to¬ 
day  is  to  be  successful,  it  must  be  in 
partnership  with  others  rather  than  by 
one  group  dominating  another.  And  it 
must  help  to  develop  people  physically 
and  intellectually  as  well  as  spiritually. 

Even  then  there  is  no  guarantee  of  suc¬ 
cess.  I  thank  God,  however,  that  our 
church  continues  the  struggle  to  be  re- 
_  sponsibly  involved  in  mission  efforts  de- 

This  Burundi  midwife,  without  any  spite  the,  hHost  °f„  hu,r„d'eLtwt  TSt  1)6 
.  .  3  surmounted,  and  I  m  thankful  for  the  way 

professional  medical  assistance,  de-  Unlted  Methodism  has  been  adopted  and 

livers  25  babies  per  month  at  the  js  taking  root  and  growing  in  Burundi, 
mission-built  clinic  located  in  Kayero.  —SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Council  of  Bishops  cuts  back  president's  gesture  to  Mission  Society 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SEATTLE-The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  last 
week  cut  back  and  restricted  a  gesture  of  reconciliation  of¬ 
fered  earlier  by  the  council  president  toward  the  unofficial 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists  (see  UMR,  May  3). 

Several  bishops  said  the  action  was  taken  out  of  fear  the 
earlier  gesture  would  have  had  a  negative  effect  on  the  offi¬ 
cial  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  on  order  in 
church  structures. 

But  the  bishops  did  agree  some  gesture  was  appropriate. 

The  bishops  voted  to  send  one  bishop  instead  of  three  rep¬ 
resentatives,  and  “only  as  an  observer’’,  to  the  commission¬ 
ing  service  of  the  Mission  Society’s  first  missionaries. 

(The  commissioning  service  was  scheduled  for  Monday, 
May  6,  after  this  issue  of  the  Reporter  went  to  press.) 

Society  appointments  declared  iegal’ 

One  question  heavily  debated  by  the  bishops  in  hallways, 
committees  and  closed  sessions  was  whether  individual  bish¬ 
ops— regardless  of  who  attended  the  commissioning  service 
and  in  what  capacity— can  or  should  appoint  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  to  missionary  positions  financed  by  the  Mission  Society. 
Many  people  consider  the  Mission  Society  a  rival  to  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  consensus  was  that  the  United  Methodist  "Book  of 
Discipline”  permits  such  appointments  and  that  the  propri¬ 


ety  of  doing  so  is  for  individual  bishops  to  judge,  said  Bishop 
Paul  Duffey  (Louisville  Area),  council  secretary. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  (East  Ohio  Area),  outgoing  coun¬ 
cil  president,  had  notified  the  Mission -Society  last  month— 
before  being  asked  by  the  Mission  Society  to  allow  bishops  to 
participate— that  he  had  designated  Bishops  William  B. 
Grove  (West  Virginia  Area),  Earl  G.  Hunt  (Florida  Area)  and 
John  W.  Russell  (Dallas-Fort  Worjh  Area)  to  attend  the  com¬ 
missioning  service. 

Traditionally,  all  missionaries  calling  themselves  United 
Methodists  have  been  commissioned  by  at  least  one  bishop, 
Bishop  Thomas  said. 

Bishop  Thomas  told  the  Reporter  he  in  no  way  was  imply¬ 
ing  endorsement  of  the  society.  (The  society  was  set  up  a 
year  ago  mainly  by  disaffected  pastors  who  claimed  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  didn’t  give  enough  expression  to 
"evangelical”  and  "traditionalist  Wesleyan”  theology.) 

Bishop  Thomas  said  he  had  placed  no  restrictions  on  what 
the  bishops  did  at  the  commissioning  service.  He  said  the 
gesture  was  to  show  that  the  bishops  don’t  consider  United 
Methodists  in  the  Mission  Society  to  be  enemies  and  that  the 
bishops  hope  for  a  reconciliation  between  the  two  mission 
agencies. 

He  predicted  some  bishops  would  question  his  judgment 
because  the  bishops  have  sharp  differences  of  opinion  about 
the  Mission  Society. 


As  soon  as  the  council  meeting  began  last  week,  many 
bishops  began  pressing  for  a  change  in  Bishop  Thomas’  des¬ 
ignation  of  bishops  to  attend  the  Mission  Society. 

Several  bishops  told  the  Reporter  that  some  preferred  no 
positive  gesture  toward  the  Mission  Society  while  others  felt 
a  council  action  restricting  the  gesture  would  be  “making 
too  big  a  deal"  out  of  something  that  wasn't  very  threaten¬ 
ing,  if  at  all. 

Bishops  who  also  are  elected  directors  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  met  regularly  during  breaks  to  plan  strat¬ 
egy  and  draft  a  proposal  which  eventually  was  accepted 
with  slight  amending.  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  (Indiana 
Area),  who  wrote  the  original  draft,  said  it  was  something  of 
a  compromise  between  the  hardline  and  softline  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  the  Mission  Society. 

Debate  carried  on  behind  closed  doors 

Among  speculations  running  through  the  meeting  was  the 
identity  of  a  bishop  who  was  rumored  to  be  prepared  to  com¬ 
mission  the  Mission  Society  missionaries  in  secret. 

The  bishops’  council  twice  debated  Mission  Society  issues 
behind  closed  doors. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  secretary,  Bishop  Duffey,  said  the 
council  told  Bishops  Grove  and  Hunt,  as  well  as  all  other 
bishops  except  for  Bishop  Russell,  that  they  were  not  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  council  at  the  commissioning  service  in  Dallas. 


However,  any  bishop  was  free  to  act  as  he  or  she  chose  on  a 
personal  basis,  he  said. 

In  the  adopted  statement,  the  council  said  it  was  sending 
an  observer  to  the  commissioning  service  because  the  1984 
General  Conference  (United  Methodism’s  highest  legislative 
body)  had  asked  the  bishops  to  seek  reconciliation  between 
the  Mission  Society  and  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

But  the  council  statement  said  it  does  not  want  “anyone  in 
our  church  to  assume  that  the  presence  of  an  observer  ...  in 
any  way  implies  our  recognition  of  or  support  for  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists.” 

The  bishops  said  they  continue  to  adhere  to  the  General 
Conference  stance  that  the  denomination  supports  "the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  the  sole  sending  agency  of 
missionaries  and  disapproves  the  organization  of  another 
sending  agency  in  competition  with  it." 

The  council  noted  that  General  Conference  requested 
“measures  be  taken  to  assure  our  people  that  evangelization 
and  evangelism  are  a  vital  part  of  the  philosophy  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  mission  by  the  board  and  that  its  staff  is  committed 
to  Wesleyan  theology.” 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  “has  been  and  is  being  re¬ 
sponsive”  to  those  concerns,  and  United  Methodists  should 
support  the  board,  the  council  said. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


UM  bishops 
give  support 
to  Nicaragua 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

SEATTLE— With  local  newspapers 
announcing  President  Reagan’s  latest 
moves  against  Nicaragua,  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  bishops  adopted  several  recom¬ 
mendations  of  support  for  that  Central 
American  country  last  week. 

In  other  actions  the  Council  of  Bishops 
also  passed  a  resolution  about  the  giving 
of  sanctuary  to  Central  American  refu¬ 
gees  and  a  statement  about  divestment 
of  stocks  in  companies  that  do  business 
in  South  Africa.  The  council  also  adopted 
papers  on  the  economic  crisis  in  U.S.  ag¬ 
riculture  and  the  continuation  of  racism 
around  the  world. 

Agreeing  with  the  three  bishops  sent  to 
Nicaragua  in  January  (see  UMR,  Jan.  26 
and  Feb.  2),  the  council  voted  to: 

•Express  to  the  U.S.  president  its 
strong  opposition  to  the  recently  ordered 
trade  embargo  between  the  United 
States  and  Nicaragua. 

•  Call  for  unrestricted  travel  rights  to 
Nicaragua  (the  president  had  ordered  an 
end  to  flights  between  the  two  countries). 

•Support  the  organizing  of  peace/s¬ 
tudy  tours  to  Nicaragua  so  that  more 
people  will  have  firsthand  experiences 
with  that  land. 

•  Urge  U.S.  church  groups  to  covenant 
relationships' with  local  congregations  in 
Nicaragua. 

•Try  to  persuade  the  president  and 
Cpngress  to  support  the  Contadora  peace 
initiatives  and  proposals  and  to  engage 
in  bilateral  negotiations  with  Nicaragua 
for  a  non-violent  settlement  of  disagree¬ 
ments. 

•  Express  appreciation  to  members  of 
Congress  who  opposed  further  financial 
assistance  to  rebels  fighting  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  government. 

The  proposals  drew  little  debate. 

Bishops  rejected  an  amendment  that 
would  have  urged  churches  to  join  the 
Pledge  to  Resistance  movement  promis¬ 
ing  civil  disobedience  if  the  United 
States  escalates  efforts  to  overthrow  the 
Nicaraguan  government.  The  negative 
vote  came  after  Retired  Bishop  Roy 
Nichols  said  the  bishops  really  should  be 
willing  to  take  the  risk  and  mean  what 
they  were  saying  if  they  voted  for  it. 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  of  the  Raleigh 
(N.C.)  Area,  head  of 


UJS.  threat  to  peace  concerns  bishops 


Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick 

the  delegation  that  visited  Nicaragua, 
asked  the  council  to  oppose  U.S.  efforts 
to  undermine  the  Nicaraguan  govern¬ 
ment  because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  bish¬ 
ops'  delegaton,  the  government  had  been 
fairly  elected  by  the  people. 

He  said  the  delegation  found  no  reli¬ 
gious  repression  but  some  harassment 
by  low  level  officials.  There  is  some 
press  censorship,  which  the  Nicaraguan 
president  promises  to  lift  once  the  war  is 
over,  Bishop  Minnick  said. 

Nicaraguan  revolutionary  government 
leaders  don’t  want  Russian  communism 
but  democratic  socialism  and  prefer  to 
be  non-aligned  with  any  power,  Bishop 
Minnick  said. 

The  bishops’  adopted  resolution  states 
a  belief  that  the  United  States  is  driving 
Nicaragua  into  the  Soviet  bloc  of  nations 
for  survival. 

On  the  matter  of  Central  American 
refugees,  the  bishops  strongly  protested 
"the  practices  of  the  United  Stated  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Service  of 
using  informers  to  infiltrate  legitimate 
ministries,  creating  distrust  among  those 
to  whom  the  church  ministers.” 

The  council  at  first  passed  a  resolution 
calling  on  all  boards  of  the  church,  in¬ 
cluding  the  General  Board  of  Pensions, 
immediately  to  get  rid  of  all  stock  held 
in  companies  that  do  business  in  South 
Africa.  The  move  to  press  the  South  Af¬ 
rican  government  to  end  the  practice  of 
legally  enforced  racial  segregation  later 
was  reconsidered  at  the  request  of  Bish¬ 
op  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area. 

The  council  then  voted  to  ask  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  to  convene  a  consultation  of 
representatives  of  all  general  agencies 
to  discuss  more  effective  ways  of  imple¬ 
menting  investment  policies  that  could 
combat  apartheid. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

SEATTLE— Great  concern  about  the 
United  States’  international  activities 
and  their  threat  to  peace  dominated  the 
first  two  days  of  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
spring  meeting  last  week.  The  bishops: 

•Spent  a  day  listening  to  speeches 
about  nuclear  warfare  issues.  A  consul¬ 
tant  to  the  bishops’  Nuclear  Crisis  Pro¬ 
ject  told  them  they  must  help  United 
Methodists  realize  that  the  United  States 
is  the  "No.  1  enemy  of  peace  and  justice 
in  the  world.” 

•Called  on  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  to  try  to  gather  religious  lead¬ 
ers  of  all  faiths  to  explore  ways  they  can 
make  more  of  an  impact  on  U.S.  govern¬ 
mental  policies  related  to  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament,  economic  development, 
hunger,  social  justice  and  human  rights. 

•Set  July  15-16  for  a  national  public 
hearing  to  help  the  bishops’  Nuclear  Cri¬ 
sis  Project  develop  a  major  statement 
and  study  guide.  The  bishops  intend 
those  to  stir  United  Methodists  to  be¬ 
come  a  significant  force  against  milita¬ 
rism  and  for  peace. 

•Sent  letters  of  support  to  New  Zea¬ 
land’s  prime  minister  (a  Methodist  lay¬ 
man)  and  to  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
churches  there  for  their  stand  against 
the  docking  in  New  Zealand  of  U.S.  ships 
carrying  nuclear  weapons. 

•Condemned  President  Reagan’s  an¬ 
nounced  trade  embargo  of  Nicaragua 
(see  story  at  left). 


The  bishops  in  their  Nuclear  Crisis 
Project  are  following  a  process  similar 
to  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
when  they  drafted  their  highly  publicized 
pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  weapons. 

The  United  Methodist  project  will  in¬ 
clude  months  of  information  gathering 
and  participation  by  church  members. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White,  project  head, 
said  all  bishops  have  been  asked  to  cre¬ 
ate  advisory  panels  in  their  areas  to 
raise  issues  of  local  concern.  The  New 
York  Area  bishop  said  the  panels  should 
document,  for  example,  the  negative  and 
positive  impacts  of  military  spending  on 
the  local  economy. 

Information  from  the  panels  and  other 
groups  should  be  sent  to  Bishop  White, 
252  Bryant  Ave.,  White  Plains,  N.Y. 
10605. 

Bishop  White  said  groups  wishing  to 
testify  at  the  July  public  hearings  also 
should  contact  him. 

He  told  the  Reporter  his  committee 
would  try  to  have  something  like  an  open 
microphone  for  responsible  groups  but 
not  for  persons  who  want  to  speak  “off 
the  wall.” 

He  said  he  hopes  the  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment  and  other  highly  informed 
groups  will  testify  at  the  hearings  at 
Foundry  UMC  in  Washington. 

U.S.  ‘enemy’  status  explained 

Three  guest  speakers  began  what  is 
planned  to  be  a  discussion  within  the 
church  that  will  lead  up  to  the  writing  of 
the  bishops'  statement  and  its  adoption 


Bishops  protest  U.S.  role 
in  religious  liberty  talks 


7  Reporter  Staff  Special 
SEATTLE  — The  recent  conference 
promoting  religious  liberty  around  the 
world— sponsored  by  several  religious 
groups  and  the  U.S.  State  Department— 
drew  more  fire  last  week. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  added  its  protest  to  those  of  several 
mainline  Protestant  leaders,  including 
Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Indiana  Area  (see  UMR,  April  26). 

The  conference  April  15-16  in  Wash¬ 
ington  was  co-sponsored  by  the  State  De¬ 
partment,  the  institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy,  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals,  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  and  the  Jacques  Maritain 


Powerful  testimony  that 

God  provides  steady  naviga¬ 
tion  through  stormy  seas. 


William  H.  Hinson,  senior  pastor  of  the 
largest  United  Methodist  Church  anywhere, 
shows  the  “worldly-weary”  that  uncertain¬ 
ty  and  doubt  can  be  overcome.  In  Solid 
Living  in  a  Shattered  World,  Hinson 
demonstrates  how  the  Scriptures  are 
fresher  and  more  relevant  than  anything 
out  of  Time  magazine.  Only  God,  he 
says,  can  provide  that  oft-sought  but 
seldom-found  pillar  of  stability;  he 
can  instill  confidence  in  the  midst  of 
despair  and  relentless  change  for 
any  who  listen  to  him. 

Are  you  ready  for  your  life  to  be 
transformed  into  a  beacon  of 
certainty  and  wholeness?  Hin¬ 
son’s  new  book  is  for  you! 
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Center  at  Notre  Dame  University. 

The  bishops’  resolution  stated  that  be¬ 
cause  leaders  of  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  attacked  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  Rev.  Billy 
Graham  at  the  meeting  for  their  alleged 
inactivity  in  defense  of  religious  liberty, 
the  State  Department  as  co-sponsor  of 
the  event  became  involved  in  a  violation 
of  church-state  separation  principle  tra¬ 
ditionally  espoused  in  the  United  States. 

The  bishops  sent  their  protest  in  a  letter 
to  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  Elliot 
Abrams,  who  hosted  the  conference  fol¬ 
lowing  welcoming  remarks  by  Secretary 
of  State  George  Shultz.  President  Reagan 
addressed  the  conference’s  final  session. 

The  bishops’  letter  to  Mr.  Abrams  says 
the  bishops  are  concerned  to  find  that 
the  government  gave  $45,000  to  the  Insti¬ 
tute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  to  help 
bring  religious  leaders  from  overseas  to 
the  conference. 

The  bishops  asked  Mr.  Abrams  to  an¬ 
swer  three  questions: 

(1)  What  was  your  rationale  for  co¬ 
sponsoring  such  a  conference? 

(2)  What  is  your  reaction  to  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  “used”  the  conference 
for  its  own  ideological  purposes? 

(3)  How  do  you  justify  using  tax  funds 
for  such  a  purpose? 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Bishop  Dale  White 
perhaps  next  fall. 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a  two-year 
consultant  to  the  bishops’  project  who  is¬ 
sued  the  “No.  1  enemy”  accusation,  also 
said:  “Our  primary  concern  is  to  address 
the  United  States  and  Western  world” 
because  the  militarism  and  injustice  of 
the  world  “is,  in  large  measure,  of  our 
own  making.” 

Mr.  Lawson,  a  longtime  practitioner 
of  non-violent  social  change  and  col¬ 
league  of  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King, 
explained  that  the  United  States  was  in 
charge  of  shaping  the  world  after  World 
War  H. 

But  instead  of  concentrating  on  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt's  wartime  purpose  of  set¬ 
ting  loose  colonial  states  to  be  their  own 
democracies,  “the  leaders  of  our  land 
determined  that  the  level  of  World  War 
II  military  preparedness  never  would  be 
dropped.  Their  plan  to  do  that  was  to  tell 
the  public  that  defense  spending  pro¬ 
vides  jobs  and  that  the  Soviet  Union  a 
major  enemy  we  must  oppose." 

That  tactic  worked  in  building  a  U.S. 
war  machine  that  has  made  the  United 
States  the  world’s  worst  enemy,  prop¬ 
ping  up  dictatorships  and  opposing  liber¬ 
ation  movements,  said  Mr.  Lawson, 
pastor  of  Holman  UMC  in  Los  Angeles. 

He  said  millions  of  people  likely  would 
disagree  with  his  assessment  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States’  enemy  status. 

“That’s  because  the  subject  never  has 
been  debated,”  he  said.  “We  have  be¬ 
come  the  No.  1  enemy  without  the  public 
ever  having  debated  whether  to  be  that." 

He  said  he  looks  to  the  bishops’  project 
to  help  such  a  debate  occur. 

‘U.S.  created  Soviet  enemy’ 

Mr.  Lawson  was  asked  later  if  the 
United  States  primarily  is  responsible 
for  the  injustice  suffered  even,  for  in¬ 
stance,  by  United  Methodists  who  live  in 
Czechoslovakia  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

“I’m  not  saying  the  Soviet  Union  is  sin¬ 
less  or  pure,”  he  said.  But  if  the  United 
States  would  act  from  a  policy  of  abol¬ 
ishing  hunger  and  ensuring  human 
rights,  it  would  create  a  climate  in  which 
people  under  all  dictatorships  would 
achieve  some  freedom,  he  said. 

He  told  the  Reporter  that  although 
President  Carter  made  some  improve¬ 
ments  in  human  rights  efforts,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  he  started  the  current 
arms  race  and  that  both  Republicans 
and  Democrats  have  backed  the  United 
States’  anti-peace,  anti-justice  interna¬ 


tional  policy  since  the  1960s. 

The  Rev.  Barbara  Green,  a  Presby¬ 
terian,  told  the  bishops  about  a  develop¬ 
ing  theology  on  enemies  that  suggests  a 
person  becomes  an  enemy  only  when  an¬ 
other  person  regards  him  as  so. 

The  United  States  made  the  Soviet 
Union  an  enemy  so  it  would  have  a  rea¬ 
son  to  build  up  its  arms  and  have  an  evil 
entity  it  could  feel  superior  to,  said  Ms. 
Green,  head  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church's  Peacemaking  Program. 

She  referred  to  the  “obsessive  demon¬ 
ology  of  the  Reagan  administration” 
that  “theologizes  that  our  enemies  are 
God’s  enemies.” 

To  help  break  the  enemy  status  of  both 
nations,  she  said,  United  Methodists  need 
to  be  much  more  involved  than  previous¬ 
ly  in  friendship  tours  to  the  Soviet  Union. 
She  advocated  churches  supplying  litera¬ 
ture  from  the  Soviet  Union  for  members 
to  get  to  know  the  people  there. 

“I  don’t  mean  literature  that  is  smug¬ 
gled  out  and  published  in  the  West  but 
that  which  is  published  legally  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union,”  she  said. 

7  peace-war  positions  stated 

The  Rev.  Alan  Geyer  told  the  bishops 
the  effort  to  deal  with  the  nuclear  crisis 
is  not  just  a  battle  between  pacifists  and 
militarists. 

Dr.  Geyer,  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  and  head  of  the  Churches’  Center  for 
Theology  and  Public  Policy,  described 
seven  positions  on  nuclear  weapons,  all 
of  which  are  espoused  as  moral  options 
by  some  part  of  the  U.S.  Christian  com¬ 
munity: 

(1)  Total  pacifism  concerning  the  use 
of  any  kind  of  weapons. 

(2)  Nuclear  pacifism.  Some  wars  can’t 
be  avoided,  but  nuclear  weapons  never 
can  be  used. 

(3)  Nuclear  deterrence  but  no  use.  Use 
nuclear  weapons  to  scare  off  aggressors 
but  determine  not  to  use  them. 

(4)  Nuclear  deterrence  but  no  first  use. 
To  prevent  war  and  preserve  freedom, 
you  hold  balancing  forces  until  a  mutual 
disarmament  can  be  affected.  You  sup¬ 
port  a  freeze  on  adding  nuclear  weapons 
and  publicly  pledge  against  first  use. 

(5)  Nuclear  deterrence  with  first  use 
option.  Nuclear  weapons  are  here  to  stay 
and  you  might  as  well  learn  to  live  with 
them.  You  rely  on  newer,  more  accurate 
weapons  and  follow  the  just  war  theory 
of  protecting  citizens  and  striking  only  in 
proportion  to  the  wrong  being  righted. 

(6)  Counterforce  superiority.  You  ob¬ 
tain  a  clear  superiority  of  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  over  your  opponent  to  stay  No.  1. 
(That  is  the  Reagan  administration’s  pol¬ 
icy,  he  said,  even  though  the  talk  often  is 
of  nuclear  balance.) 

(7)  Pre-emptive  strikes.  You  initiate 
surgical  strikes  against  certain  Soviet 
weapons  to  make  sure  they  can’t  be  used 
against  you.  (That  is  the  only  option 
without  any  churches  backing  it.  But 
some  fundamentalist,  anti-communist 
evangelists  support  it.) 

Dr.  Geyer  said  the  debate  needs  to  be 
an  honest  contest  among  the  seven  alter¬ 
natives  with  the  church  helping  its  mem¬ 
bers  “face  up  to  the  untruths”  spread 
from  many  powerful  places. 


NCC  responds  to  bishops’  complaints 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SEATTLE— The  new  chief  executive 
of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  last  week  unveiled  proposals  he 
said  addressed  United  Methodist  bishops’ 
serious  concerns  about  the  NCC. 

In  so  doing,  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer 
promised  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops  a 
style  of  leadership  that  reacts  boldly  to 
criticisms  of  the  NCC. 

However  in  the  case  of  persons  and 
groups  without  official  relationships 
with  the  NCC,  he  indicated  he  equally 
boldly  will  refuse  to  respond. 

Dr.  Brouwer  said  one  sign  that  the 
NCC  is  alive  and  well  is  that  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy  “has  found 
it  necessary  to  enlist  the  help  of  the  U.S. 
State  Department”  in  attacking  the  NCC 
(see  “Bishops  protest  U.S.  role  ...”  story 
above).  “I’m  not  interested  in  responding 
to  their  attacks  or  to  any  other  right- 
wing  group.” 

To  official  bodies  of  NCC’s  member 
denominations,  the  NCC  will  listen  and 
respond  quickly  to  concerns,  he  said. 

Dr.  Brouwer  said  he  chose  to  reveal  de¬ 
tails  of  NCC  restructure  plans  first  to  the 
bishops  because  they  took  their  job  seri¬ 
ously  a  year  ago  with  a  99-page  report 


containing  sharp  criticisms  of  the  NCC. 

Dr.  Brouwer  said  the  NCC  Governing 
Board  May  15-17  will  act  on  recommen¬ 
dations  for  change  that  respond  to  the 
major  criticisms. 

The  proposals  include: 

•New  commission  on  worship  and 
evangelism.  The  bishops  had  said  the 
NCC  seemed  uninterested  in  evangelism, 
Dr.  Brouwer  said. 

•Clustering  of  related  NCC  units  to 
enable  the  Governing  Board  to  have 
more  control.  Critics  often  have  com¬ 
plained  that  the  various  NCC  units  oper¬ 
ate  virtually  autonomously  with  the 
Governing  Board  having  no  power  to 
veto  their  separate  programs.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  controversial  “Inclusive  Lan¬ 
guage  Lectionary”  produced  by  one  unit 
never  came  before  the  Governing  Board 
for  review  or  approval. 

•Expanded  low-key  discussions  be¬ 
tween  NCC,  evangelical  and  Roman 
Catholic  leaders.  The  bishops  had  re¬ 
quested  more  diversity  of  membership 
and  council  discussion. 

•New  office  for  financial  develop¬ 
ment  to  aid  units  such  as  the  Faith  and 
Order  Unit  which  are  chronically  under- 


Arie  Brouwer 

funded.  The  bishops  had  asked  for  more 
fiscal  flexibility. 

•New  processes  to  involve  member 
denominations  more  closely  in  formulat¬ 
ing  the  NCC’s  public  policy  statements. 
The  bishops  had  questioned  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  NCC’s  public  voice. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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WCC  team  tells  church  leaders 


about  new  emphasis  on  spirituality 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA— The  story  had  the  in¬ 
trigue  of  a  good  spy  thriller. 

It  was  told  recently  to  a  small  group 
of  U.  S.  and  Canadian  Christians  by 
World  Council  of  Churches’  staff  mem¬ 
ber  Gwen  Cashmore.  She  and  other  coun¬ 
cil  staff  members  were  reporting  on  the 
ecumenical  agency’s  education  and 
church  renewal  programs.  Atlanta  was 
the  group’s  only  U.S.  stop  in  the  multi¬ 
nation  series  of  reports. 

In  the  first  week  of  Advent  1984,  Ms. 
Cashmore  said,  she  and  12  other  persons 
previously  unknown  to  each  other 
trekked  by  bus  from  the  World  Council’s 
headquarters  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  to 
a  remote  Roman  Catholic  retreat  center 
in  Annecy,  France. 

The  12  had  come  to  Annecy  from  all 
parts  of  the  globe  at  Ms-  Cashmore’s  re- 

UMC  role  seen 
as  ‘renewalists’ 
in  world  church 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA— United  Methodists  should 
see  their  church  as  “an  evangelical  re¬ 
newal  group  within  the  universal  church.” 

That  is  the  view  of  Dr.  Donald  Saliers, 
professor  of  theology  and  liturgy  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Dr. 
Saliers  made  that  observation  while  at¬ 
tending  the  recent  meeting  here  of  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  American  church 
representatives  (see  related  article 
above). 

Dr.  Saliers  said  that  United  Method¬ 
ism,  as  a  church  without  a  strict  “canon” 
or  rigid  set  of  doctrines,  should  be  par¬ 
ticularly  open  to  being  “surprised  by  the 
World  Council’s  work  on  spirituality.” 

“We’re  in  a  particularly  good  posi¬ 
tion,”  Dr.  Saliers  said,  because  United 
Methodism  represents  the  “broadest 
Protestant  tradition— ethnically,  geo¬ 
graphically  and  economically.” 

“That  gives  us  a  special  responsibil¬ 
ity”  to  the  whole  church,  he  said,  as  well 
as  what  should  be  a  special  "openness" 
to  spiritual  renewal. 

Methodists  have  always  had  a  foot  in 
the  “high  church”  tradition,  with  its  li¬ 
turgical  emphasis— "smells  and  bells”— 
Dr.  Saliers  said.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
pointed  out,  Methodism  also  has  "always 
been  involved  with  the  lives  of  ordinary 
people." 

“We  are  a  church  that  is  relevant  to  our 
social  context  but  also  a  church  with  an 
historical  identity  with  the  sacraments.” 

If  United  Methodists  can  come  to  see 
themselves  in  that  broad  perspective, 
Dr.  Saliers  said,  then  the  church  will  be 
able  to  “overcome  its  sectarian  tenden¬ 
cy”  and  become  a  “living  sign”  to  those 
from  other  church  traditions. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


quest.  Their  unusual,  vague  and  slightly 
mysterious  assigment:  "to  explore  the 
meaning  of  spirituality  in  our  times." 
She  had  carefully  picked  persons  for  the 
assignment,  she  said,  based  on  their  rep¬ 
utation  as  modern  Christian  disciples  of 
unusual  spiritual  depth  and  commit¬ 
ment. 

The  12— a  Methodist  from  Sri  Lanka, 
a  Pentecostal  from  Argentina,  a  Roman 
Catholic  from  the  United  States,  an  An¬ 
glican  from  South  Africa,  an  Orthodox 
from  Greece,  among  others— met  in  se¬ 
clusion  for  a  week. 

Speaking  through  interpreters,  they 
shared  each  other’s  spiritual  journeys, 
their  difficult  and  often  heart-rending 
work,  their  frustrations  and  joys.  To¬ 
gether  they  grappled  with  “where  the 
church  is  being  led”  and  how  Christians 
can  best  "cooperate  with  the  Spirit  in  the 
building  up  of  the  body  of  Christ.” 

Then,  as  abruptly  as  they  had  gath¬ 
ered,  they  separated  and  went  home. 
Their  work  from  those  seven  days  would 
continue  to  live,  however,  in  an  eloquent 
23-page  report  written  by  one  of  their 
number.  That  report,  "A  Spirituality  for 
Our  Times,"  was  recently  published  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Other  work  shared 

The  late  April  meeting  at  which  Ms. 
Cashmore’s  "Annecy  story”  was  told 
brought  together  the  World  Council’s 
Education  and  Renewal  program  divi¬ 
sion  with  some  130  invited  U.S.  and  Ca¬ 
nadian  church  leaders,  including  12 
United  Methodists.  The  meeting  gave 
council  officials  a  chance  to  share  first¬ 
hand  with  American  Christians  some  of 
the  ecumenical  agency’s  work  since  its 
1983  world  assembly  in  Vancouver. 

Besides  the  Annecy  spirituality  re¬ 
treat,  the  meeting  on  the  campus  of  At¬ 
lanta’s  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  learned  of  other  recent  council 
efforts  in  Christian  education,  women’s 
issues  and  youth  concerns. 

But  the  spirituality  report,  described 
by  a  United  Methodist  participant  as 
“on£-  of  the  first  cross-cultural  treat¬ 
ments  of  spirituality,”  appeared  to  at¬ 
tract  the  most  interest  among  the 
Americans. 

Ms.  Cashmore  said  participants  at  the 
Annecy  meeting  agreed  there  is  a  “tre¬ 
mendous  hunger  for  a  way  of  life  that 
speaks  to  our  deepest  being.”  On  the  neg¬ 
ative  side,  however,  she  noted  that  the 
report  cited  several  “obstacles”  to  ful¬ 
fillment  of  that  hunger,  including  vio¬ 
lence,  poverty  and  oppression, 
materialism,  fear  and  frustration. 

Stark  testimony  from  U.S. 

Ms.  Cashmore  also  said  some  of  the 
most  stark  testimony  about  a  “destruc¬ 
tive  culture”  came  from  U.S.  Christians 
at  the  Annecy  meeting.  The  results  of  the 
meeting,  she  said,  “pose  very  big  ques¬ 
tions  for  rich,  successful  churches,"  es¬ 
pecially  U.S.  churches. 


Many  U.S.  church  members  at  the  At¬ 
lanta  meeting,  seeing  the  spirituality  re¬ 
port  for  the  first  time,  seemed  to  agree 
with  that  general  assessment. 

A  Presbyterian  clergyman  from  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  said  the  church  in  the  United 
States  is  “at  a  place  where  we  have  to 
make  a  decision:  to  be  faithful  to  Christ 
or  to  depend  on  the  culture  for  answers" 
to  the  churches’  needs  and  problems. 

He  said  he  fears  the  latter  choice  has 
already  been  made.  Despite  Gallup  Poll 
findings  that  45  million  Americans  are 
evangelicals,  he  said  he  didn’t  see  evi¬ 
dence  of  that  much  evangelical  influence 
in  U.S.  society. 

An  Orthodox  laywoman  from  New 
York  noted  that  churches  are  "laying  a 
big  burden  on  our  kids  in  college"  who 
have  been  in  school  for  20  years  but  have 
had  no  real  life  experiences.  This  is  also 
true  of  clergy,  she  said,  who  come  out  of 
college  and  seminary  with  “unrealistic 
expectations”  and  with  little  knowledge 
of  people  or  their  work. 

"As  the  church,"  she  said,  "part  of  our 
responsibility  is  to  give  our  youth  more 
of  an  acquaintance  with  reality.” 

Loss  of  roots  cited 
In  a  similar  vein  several  participants 
cited  a  "loss  of  roots”  as  characterizing 
the  spiritual  plight  of  American 
churches,  particularly  among  youth. 

A  Roman  Catholic  priest  said  the  loss 
of  roots  can  be  traced  to  the  American 
revolution  when  the  Anglican  church, 
like  other  churches  at  the  time,  broke 
ties  with  its  British  and  European  heri¬ 
tage.  Many  churches,  he  said,  are  just 
now  awakening  to  the  need  to  find  what 
it  means  to  have  a  heritage. 

An  evangelical  scholar,  however,  did 
not  wholly  share  the  generally  pessimis¬ 
tic  views  of  the  U.S.  church’s  spiritual 
condition. 

Dr.  Richard  Lovelace,  professor  of 
theology  at  Gordon-Conwell  Theological 
Seminary  in  Hamilton,  Mass.,  pointed 
out  that  there  is  "an  explosion”  of  Chris¬ 
tian  leadership  coming  out  of  evangeli¬ 
cal  seminaries.  These  persons,  he  said, 
are  placing  a  new  emphasis  on  prayer 
and  "spiritual  discipline.” 

Moreover,  Dr.  Lovelace  said,  there  is 
a  new  emphasis  among  some  evangeli¬ 
cals  on  being  "world  Christians.”  As  ex¬ 
amples  he  named  Billy  Graham,  the 
World  Vision  International  relief  organi¬ 
zation,  the  Washington-based  Sojourners 
fellowship  and  Evangelicals  for  Social 
Action. 

These  groups,  Dr.  Lovelace  said,  are 
trying  to  put  together  parts  of  the  U.S. 
church  experience  that  historically  have 
been  separated,  especially  “the  tragic 
division  between  social  justice  and  evan¬ 
gelism." 

Dr.  Lovelace  said  he  is  “very  excited” 
by  the  World  Council’s  work  in  the  re¬ 
covery  and  development  of  spirituality. 
He  said  such  work  is  an  important  con¬ 
tribution  to  “unifying  the  church  and  to 
renewing  it." 


Ministerial  Training  Depends 
on  the  Support  of  Our  Church 


The  1984  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  voted  Fair  Share  Goals  to  sup¬ 
port  Perkins  and  St.  Paul  Schools  of  Theology  to  strengthen  ministerial  training. 

Typical  Student  Cost  at 

Perkins  School  of  Theology :  Your  Personal  Support  for  Your 

Total  expenses  for  school  year ....  $8,364  Church's  Fair  Share  Goal  Directly 

Total  aid  per  school  year . $3,074  Helps  the  Ministry  of  Your  Church. 

Net  cost  per  school  year .  $  5,290 

Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas  75275 


Puppeteers  present  ministry 


NORTH  BRANCH,  Minn. — The  North  Branch  Christian  Puppeteers  use 
puppets  and  music  to  present  a  humorous  and  evangelistic  message.  Mem- 
bers  of  North  Branch  UMC,  they  make  their  puppets  and  scenery  and  write 
their  scripts.  From  left  (front  row)  are  Corrine  Heineman,  Edlyn  Lowe, 
Kathy  Harrison,  Bonnie  Lofquist  and  Suzy;  (back  row)  Evey  Preisler,  Karen 
Swanson,  Elaine  Olson  (director),  Joanna  Newton  and  Renee  Dimich. 

PHOTO  BV  LUELLA  BRAFF 

Ethnic  evangelization 
priority,  tools  discussed 

By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Staff  Writer 
Two  United  Methodist  general  agency 
executives  say  they  agree  with  many  re¬ 
ports  and  ideas  from  the  recent  "Nation¬ 
al  Convocation  on  Evangelizing  Ethnic 
America.” 

The  convocation  in  Houston  was  de¬ 
scribed  by  its  organizers  as  a  launching 
pad  for  a  nationwide  ethnic  evangelism 
thrust  for  all  denominations. 

Called  “Houston  ’85— Let  Ethnic  Ameri¬ 
ca  Hear  His  Voice,"  the  four-day  event 
(April  15-18)  was  punctuated  with  meth¬ 
ods  of  aggressive  evangelism  and  ways 
of  establishing  churches  in  ethnic  com¬ 
munities. 

According  to  convocation  coordina¬ 
tors,  the  event  was  intended  to  make  de¬ 
nominations  aware  of  responsibility  to 
evangelize  ethnic  persons  and  to  intensi¬ 
fy  their  efforts  for  such  evangelization. 

No  invitations  received 

However,  the  Rev.  Arturo  Mariscal, 
director  of  ethnic  minority  evangelism  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  the  Rev.  Gilbert 
Caldwell,  interim  chief  executive  with 
the  General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  both  told  the  Reporter  they  had 
received  no  invitations  to  the  national, 
interdenominational  convocation  and 
had  heard  nothing  about  it  prior  to  inter¬ 
views  with  the  Reporter. 

Even  though  no  representatives  of  the 
9.4  million-member  denomination  were 
among  the  some  700  participants  at  the 
convocation,  United  Methodism’s  pro¬ 
grams  of  ethnic  evangelism  were  high¬ 
lighted  in  the  official  textbook  of  the 
convocation,  “Heirs  of  the  Same  Prom- 
ise.”  x 

In  a  chapter  concerning  ethnic  minis¬ 
tries  within  churches,  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  1985-88  missional  priority 
(Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness 
and  Mission)  was  detailed.  The  books 
were  given  to  all  participants,  most  of 
whom  were  representative  of  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  ethnic  groups  in  America  as 
well  as  over  40  denominations,  including 
the  Assemblies  of  God,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  America. 

According  to  convocation  speakers, 
one  of  the  most  successful  means  of  de¬ 
veloping  churches  in  ethnic  communities 
is  to  establish  house  churches.  This  calls 
for  small  groups  to  meet  in  homes  for 
Bible  study  and  worship. 

House  churches  emphasized 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  needs 
to  take  a  serious  look  at  house  churches 
because  of  the  skyrocketing  cost  of  real 
estate  for  churches,”  Mr.  Mariscal  told 
the  Reporter.  "The  house  church  idea  is 
nothing  new;  there  are  many  house 
churches  in  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Con¬ 


ference.  However,  the  house  church  idea 
goes  back  to  when  John  Wesley  devel¬ 
oped  covenant  groups.” 

The  most  popular  topic  of  the  convo¬ 
cation  was  aggressive  one-on-one  evan¬ 
gelism.  During  group  assembly  periods 
denominations  considered  as  leaders  in 
ethnic  evangelism— Southern  Baptists, 
Assemblies  of  God  and  Church  of  the 
Nazarene— shared  their  strategies. 

“We  are  looking  into  ways  of  being 
more  aggressive  with  our  evangelism 
strategies  on  a  national  level,”  he  said. 
“However,  there  are  individual  United 
Methodist  pastors  such  as  the  Rev.  Cor¬ 
nelius  Henderson  of  Ben  Hill  UMC  in  At¬ 
lanta  who  go  out  and  seek  potential 
Christians.” 

Although  United  Methodists  may  not 
be  as  aggressive  as  other  denominations, 
he  agreed,  evangelism  is  taking  place. 
“The  Board  of  Discipleship  sent  35  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ministers  to  Puerto  Rico  in 
January  to  observe  the  congregational 
development  of  churches  there,”  he  said. 

“  As  a  result,  at  least  40  new  ethnic  con¬ 
gregations  have  been  started  in  the  U.S.” 

Mr.  Mariscal  also  indicated  that  he 
plans  to  meet  with  leaders  of  other  de¬ 
nominations  to  learn  ways  that  they  are 
reaching  out  to  ethnics. 

Like  Mr.  Mariscal,  Mr.  Caldwell  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  was  pleased  to  learn  that  a  convo¬ 
cation  of  national  scope  had  focused  on 
America’s  ethnics. 

“Our  missional  priority  spells  out  the 
same  message— evangelize  ethnics,”  Dr. 
Caldwell  said.  “And  in  the  words  of  Bish¬ 
op  Roy  Sano,  the  greatest  place  for 
evangelism  is  in  the  ethnic  communi¬ 
ties." 

Still  room  for  improvement 

Despite  the  denomination’s  focus,  Dr. 
Caldwell  says  there  is  still  room  for  im¬ 
provement  in  United  Methodism’s  evan¬ 
gelistic  approach  to  ethnic  persons. 

“United  Methodists  still  don’t  have  a 
vision  of  the  rainbow  church,”  he  said. 
“We  have  made  steps  forward,  but  we 
need  to  be  more  intentional  about  it. 
Most  of  all  we  are  not  learning  as  much 
as  we  can  about  evangelizing  from  the 
ethnic  churches.” 

Using  his  own  ethnicity  as  an  example, 
Dr.  Caldwell  said,  “Despite  the  growing 
middle  class  status  among  black  people, 
most  of  us  are  still  one  or  two  pay 
checks  from  poverty;  therefore  we  have 
a  greater  affinity  to  lower  class  persons. 
We  don’t  block  out  the  poor  and  jobless, 
and  that  kind  of  attitude  is  needed  when 
reaching  out  to  evangelize  others.” 

The  idea  for  the  Houston  convocation 
emerged  at  the  1974  International  Con¬ 
gress  on  World  Evangelism  in  Lausanne, 
Switzerland,  and  was  developed  by 
members  of  the  North  American  Lau¬ 
sanne  Committee. 


Pastor  behind 
‘heresy’  count 
leaves  UMC 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE-The  young  United 
Methodist  pastor  who  brought  charges  of 
heresy  against  Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley 
in  1982  has  turned  in  his  United  Method¬ 
ist  credentials  and  started  a  non-denomi- 
national  "home  fellowship”  in  Nashville. 

The  Rev.  David  Hendrix,  now  33,  had 
served  two  three-point  charges  in  the 
South  Georgia  conference  before  asking 
his  district  superintendent  for  a  leave  of 
absence  to  finish  writing  a  book 
(“Guardian  of  the  Truth,”  Brentwood 
Press)  and  to  decide  if  he  wanted  to  con¬ 
tinue  being  what  he  termed  a  "branch 
manager"  for  a  church  he  didn’t  fully  be¬ 
lieve  in. 

In  1982  Dr.  Hendrix,  along  with  88 
members  of  his  Waverly  Hall  charge, 
charged  Bishop  Wheatley,  who  headed 
the  Denver  Area,  with  heresy  because  of 
the  bishop’s  public  statements  that  he 
believed  homosexuality  was  not  a  sin 
and  that  homosexuals  could  not  change 
their  sexual  orientation.  This  statement 
amounted  to  "a  lack  of  confidence  in  the 
power  of  God  to  transform  human 
lives,”  the  young  pastor  said  during  the 
hearing  on  charges  against  the  bishop. 

Charges  dropped 

The  Western  Jurisdiction  Committee 
on  Investigation,  on  a  unanimous  deci¬ 
sion,  ruled  there  was  no  reasonable 
ground  for  the  accusations  against  Bish¬ 
op  Wheatley.  The  matter  was  dropped. 

Dr.  Hendrix  asked  to  be  transferred 
shortly  after  the  trial.  He  took  another 
three-point  charge  across  the  state  in  the 
Savannah  district  where  he  served  less 
than  a  year  before  asking  to  be  relieved. 

“After  the  trial  I  began  to  struggle 
with  several  issues  going  on  in  the 
church.  I  was  standing  in  the  pulpit 
preaching  good  stewardship  and  I  had 
problems  even  putting  the  offering  plate 
out  there,”  he  said  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view  last  week  from  his  home  in  Nash¬ 
ville. 

Citing  his  interpretation  of  the 
church’s  stand  on  abortion  and  a  ques¬ 
tioning  of  how  mission  money  was  being 
spent,  Dr.  Hendrix  said  he  "struggled” 
before  asking  for  the  leave. 

“I  was  not  trying  to  be  rebellious.  I 
grew  up  in  Methodist  parsonages  and  I 
prided  myself  on  getting  my  churches  to 
give  100  percent  of  their  apportion¬ 
ments,”  he  added. 

He  and  his  wife  moved  to  West  Point, 
Ga.,  where  he  finished  his  book,  carried 
on  a  radio  ministry  in  nearby  Columbus 
from  where  he  traveled  across  the  coun¬ 
try  speaking  in  various  United  Methodist 
churches  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality  in 
the  church. 

He  went  to  General  Conference  last 
May  on  press  credentials  from  the  radio 
station  and  sat  in  on  committee  hearings 
concerning  the  ordination  of  homosex¬ 
uals  to  the  ministry. 

'Could  not  stay  in  church’ 

"It  was  about  three  days  into  General 
Conference  when  it  hit  me  that  I  could 
not  stay  in  the  United  Methodist  church,” 
he  said. 

“I  was  hearing  people  who  knew  bet¬ 
ter  twist  Scripture  and  I  had  to  ask 
‘Where  do  I  fit  into  all  of  this?’  ” 

Dr.  Hendrix  soon  accepted  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  become  pastor  of  an  Evangelical 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Anna,  Ill.,  and 
attended  a  healing  seminar  sponsored  by 
Vineyard  Fellowship  of  Anaheim,  Calif., 
a  charismatic  church  led  by  the  Rev. 
John  Wimber.  After  eight  months  in 
Anna,  Dr.  Hendrix  decided  to  establish  a 
ministry  similar  to  Vineyard  in  Nash¬ 
ville. 

The  Vineyard  Fellowship  meets  in  his 
home  on  Monday  nights,  but  he  hopes  to 
see  it  become  a  church  that  meets  on 
Sundays,  he  said. 

"I’m  excited  about  finally  feeling  that 
now  I  am  in  the  Lord’s  ministry,"  he 
said. 

Dr.  Hendrix  returned  his  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministerial  credentials  the  middle 
of  April  at  the  request  of  Savannah  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  Vance  Mathis. 


the  church  today 


National  meet  to  emphasize 
ministries  with  children 

NASHVILLE— A  national  conference 
on  ministries  with  children  will  be  held 
here  July  29-Aug.  2. 

Sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  section 
on  ministry  of  the  laity,  the  conference 
will  equip  workers  in  ministry  to  chil¬ 
dren  in  all  types  of  situations,  said  Bar¬ 
bara  Garcia,  coordinator  of  children’s 
ministries.  Special  attention,  she  said, 
will  be  given  to  the  small  membership 
church. 

Information  and  registration  forms 
are  available  from  Section  on  Ministry 
of  the  Laity,  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn  3702- 
0840. 

National  office  established 
by  evangelists’  association 

CARROLLTON,  Texas-The  Rev. 
Whitney  Dough  of  Orlando,  Fla.,  was  re¬ 
cently  elected  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lists.  Other  officers  are  the  Rev.  Jack 
Kaley  of  Decatur,  Ill.,  first  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  the  Rev.  C.  Richard  Frasure  of 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  second  vice  president; 
and  the  Rev.  Wesley  Putnam  of  Plain- 
view,  Texas,  secretary-treasurer. 

The  association  also  voted  to  establish 
a  national  office  under  the  Rev.  Jack 
Gray.  The  national  office,  which  will 


serve  as  the  association’s  referral  and 
information  service,  will  be  at  1212  Jo- 
sey  Lane,  Suite  375,  Carrollton,  Texas 
75006,  phone  214-245-7511. 

Texas  minister  named 
Mount  Sequoyah  administrator 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark. -The  Rev. 
Donald  W.  Waddell  will  become  admin¬ 
istrator  of  the  United  Methodist  South 
Central  Jurisdiction’s  Mount  Sequoyah 
Assembly  here  in  June. 

Mr.  Waddell  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Duncanville,  Texas.  As  a  missionary  to 
Chile,  he  was  director  of  a  school  and  a 
farm  administrator. 

He  succeeds  the  Rev.  N.  Lee  Cate  who 
retired  in  February  after  15  years.  The 
assembly  is  owned  by  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  eight  states  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  It  offers  year-round  programs  from 
a  40-acre  campus  on  top  of  mountains 
overlooking  this  town. 

Men’s  organization  elects 
first  black  president 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  national  or¬ 
ganization  of  conference  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men’s  presidents  elected  its  first 
black  chief  officer  during  its  recent  an¬ 
nual  meeting. 

Harold  E.  Batiste  Jr.  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas  a  retired  Army  officer,  was  elected 
president  by  the  National  Association  of 
Annual  Conference  Presidents  of  United 


Methodist  Men,  an  affiliate  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

Mr.  Batiste  is  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men’s  chapter  in  the  South¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  Conference  and  rep¬ 
resents  the  conference  on  the  governing 
board  of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

Iowa  inter-church  agencies 
start  rural  crisis  fund 

DES  MOINES— The  Iowa  Rural  Crisis 
Fund  has  been  established  by  the  Iowa 
Inter-Church  Agency  for  Peace  and  Jus¬ 
tice  and  the  Iowa  Inter-Church  Forum.  It 
will  be  a  statewide  ecumenical  fund 
available  for  rural  Iowans  in  need  of 
emergency  assistance. 

The  fund,  which  springs  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Neighbor  Helping  Neighbor 
Program,  has  received  funds  from  indi¬ 
viduals,  local  churches,  women’s  fellow¬ 
ships,  ministerial  associations  and  national 
denominations. 

The  fund  is  helping  support  the  Farm¬ 
er’s  Health  Project  that  offers  free  med¬ 
ical  clinics  in  rural  communities  for 
people  who  cannot  afford  medical  care. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE;  Director  of  Communica¬ 
tions,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Baton  Rouge. 
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The  Bishop’s  Corner 


‘Getting  Acquainted’ 


Slowly  but  surely  I  am  seeing  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  and  what  a  thrill  it 
is;  every  kind  of  vegetation,  a  wide 
spectrum  of  topography,  various 
inland  waters,  and  splendid  people  of 
many  and  diverse  races,  bloodlines 
and  cultures! 

I  am  excited  every  time  I  see  a  sign 
that  says,  “United  Methodist 
Church.”  Today  I  saw  one  at 
Quitman,  one  on  Highway  34  for  the 
“Antioch  United  Methodist  Church,’’ 
and  one  for  the  “Concord  United 
Methodist  Church”  on  Highway  4. 
“Wesley  Chapel,”  near  Homer,  has 
an  exceptionally  nice  lawn  sign.  Signs 
point  the  way  to  the  church  for  those 
of  us  who  do  not  know  the  way  and 
they  also  testify  to  the  fact  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  alive  and 
well  in  Louisiana. 

Our  fine  laity  and  clergy  witness  to 
that  fact  also.  I  am  beginning  to  know 


some  lay  people  across  the  state  and  I 
am  impressed  by  their  commitment, 
insights,  and  involvement.  We  also 
have  many  clergy  who  are  working 
hard  at  the  task  of  ministry  and  who 
are  continuing  to  learn  and  grow  men¬ 
tally  and  spiritually. 

There  is  always  something  else  to 
be  done.  At  Annual  Conference  1  will 
deliver  a  “State  of  the  Church”  ad¬ 
dress  in  which  we  will  celebrate  some 
accomplishments  and  take  note  of 
some  failures  and  prioritize  some 
future  goals. 

My  thanks  to  all  of  you  who  affirm 
“The  United  Methodist  Way”  and  who 
join  me  in  praying  for  a  united  and 
whole  hearted  affirmation  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord. 


Walter  L.  Underwood 


CCOM Secretaries  Honored 

The  secretaries  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  were  treated  to  corsages 
and  a  special  luncheon  at  the  Prince  Murat  Restaurant  in  Baton  Rouge  during  Na¬ 
tional  Secretaries  Week  by  the  professional  staff  (their  bosses.) 

Shown  in  the  above  photo  are:  Shirlene  Spears,  Linda  Crum,  Dorothy  Bennett,  Rev. 
Roger  Lathan,  Dr.  John  Braden,  Carolyn  Powell,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  and  Liz  Lu¬ 
cas.  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming  was  the  photographer. 

The  EMLC  Informer 

V 

‘Working  With  Native  American  UMs’ 


£  The  most  notable  change  in  mission- 
£  ary  and  Native  American  relations,  as 
£  the  20th  century  moves  through  its  fi- 
£  nal  quarter,  is  that  it  now  features  a  di- 
£  alogue  rather  than  the  19th  century 
£  monologue.  In  the  old  monologue  sys- 
£  tern,  in  which  Native  American  people 
£  were  evangelized  and  missionized,  they 
£  were  told  flatly  that  salvation  for  the 
£  Indian  meant  relinquishing  one’s  tribal 
and  cultural  identity.  That  system  no 
£  longer  exists. 

£  In  the  past,  many  Native  American 
£  people  accepted  that  teaching  and  en- 
£  tered  a  cultural  limbo  where  they  ac- 
£  cepted  Christian  ideology,  but 


experienced  personal  rejection.  The 
missionaries  who  urged  young  Indian 
people  to  “get  an  education”  did  so  be¬ 
lieving  that  education  could  purge 
them  of  their  “Indian-ness”  and  re¬ 
move  forever  the  longing  for  their  Na¬ 
tive  American  birthright.  It  failed  to  do 
that.  Rather,  it  stimulated  Native 
American  people  to  examine  Christian¬ 
ity,  its  impact  on  tribal  life  and  the  de¬ 
mands  made  of  Indian  people  who 
wished  to  become  Christians.  Native 
Americans  found  no  such  demands  in 
Holy  Scripture. 

We  as  a  denomination  enter  a  new 
quadrennium  with  essentially  identical 
concerns  and  anxieties  for  the  161  Na¬ 
tive  American  United  Methodist  local 
churches,  several  ministries  of  pres¬ 
ence,  emerging  ministries  and  our  vi¬ 
sionary  blueprints.  We  still  are  faced 
with  a  membership  problem  where 
church  growth  lags  drastically  behind 
population  growth.  The  critical  need 
for  more  trained  leadership  remains;  a 
need  that  can  be  met  as  we  all  join 
hands  to  bring  it  about. 


Singles  Conference  A  Smashing  Success 


Louisiana  Methodists 
On  Radio  and  TV 

Newman  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  is  on  radio  KBCE-FM  (102) 
each  Sunday  Morning  from  10:30  to  11:00  a.m.  The  program  includes  preach¬ 
ing,  music  and  special  programs.  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  is  the  pastor. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Berwick,  has  a  15  minute  taped  spot  each 
Sunday  at  9:35  a.m.  over  radio  KQKI-FM  (93.5).  Occasionally  the  10:30  morn¬ 
ing  service  is  aired.  Rev.  James  Mitchell  is  the  pastor. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  on  radio  WXAM,  910  AM  at 
9:00  a.m.  on  Sunday.  This  is  a  half  hour  program.  Rev.  Joe  McClain  is  the 
senior  pastor. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia,  is  on  radio  KNIR.  1360  AM  at 
9:00  a.m.  on  Sunday.  Rev.  Hugh  Baker  is  the  pastor. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  is  on  radio  KNOC  1450  AM  at 
10:50  a.m.  each  Sunday.  Rev.  James  Poole  is  the  senior  pastor. 

Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan  has  a  turn  for  one  week  every  three  months  on  the 
Bogalusa  Ministerial  Alliance  radio  program  on  WIKC  at  7:00  a.m. 

Rev.  Robert  Galatas  has  a  turn  on  the  morning  devotional  in  Franklinton 
one  week  every  three  months.  The  station  is  WFCG,  at  9:00  a.m. 


One  hundred  fifty  eight  singles 
and  leaders  gathered  May  4  from 
across  Louisiana  for  the  second 
United  Methodist  Singles’  Confer¬ 
ence.  Broadmoor  UMC  of  Baton 
Rouge  was  the  setting  for  the  day¬ 
long  event. 

Jim  Newton  nationally  known 
’song  weaver”  was  the  featured  at¬ 
traction  of  the  day.  Newton  led  the 
group  through  a  delightful  process 
for  getting  in  touch  with  inner  feel¬ 
ings,  self  awareness,  faith  and  vi¬ 
sioning  the  future.  He  concluded  the 
day  with  an  evening  coffee-house 
type  program. 

Leading  workshops  were  Rev. 
Carolyn  Brannon,  “Getting  In  Con¬ 
trol;”  Rev.  Charles  Langford,  “Orga¬ 
nizing  Singles  Ministries;”  Mr.  Ken 
Norton,  “Dealing  with  Loneliness;” 
Rev.  Lee  McKenzie,  “Singles  Life¬ 
styles;”  Dr.  Henry  Blount,  “The  Mar¬ 
riage  Game  —  Are  You  Ready?;” 
Ms.  Midge  Denton,  “Single  Parent¬ 
ing;’’  and  Dr.  John  Braden,  “Singles 
and  Sexuality.” 

In  the  top  photo  to  the  left,  members 
of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  reg¬ 
ister  for  the  event.  They  are,  left  to 
right:  Debbie  House,  Don  Lyons,  Jim  Da¬ 
vidson,  Richard  Van  Dyke  and  Sally 
Morgan.  The  lower  left  photo  shows 
some  of  the  158  plus  participants  in  at¬ 
tendance.  Jim  Newton,  the  keynote 
speaker  is  shown  in  the  lower  right. 


First  Annual  Louisiana  Clergy 
‘Open’  Winners  Announced 


CE  Banquet  To  Be 
A  Highlight  Of 
Annual  Conference 

Christian  education  will  be  the  focus 
of  the  inaugural  banquet  for  pastors  and 
leaders  in  the  field  on  Tuesday  evening 
during  Annual  Conference.  Bishop  Wal¬ 
ter  L.  Underwood  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  for  the  evening. 

During  the  banquet  the  conference 
will  recognize  and  honor  a  long-time 
leader  in  Christian  Education.  This  indi¬ 
vidual  personifies  what  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  has  been  and  is  continuing  to  be  in 
United  Methodism  in  Louisiana.  To  hon¬ 
or  this  great  spirit,  and  annual  award  for 
excellence  will  be  made  in  the  name  of 
this  person  to  churches  and  leaders  for 
exemplary  work  in  the  field,  beginning 
in  1986. 

This  year  each  District  has  nominated 
a  small,  middle,  and  large  membership 
church  to  be  recognized  for  their  work  in 
the  total  program  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion.  Each  of  these  churches  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  certificates  honoring  their 
achievement  at  the  banquet. 

The  Christian  Education  Banquet  will 
be  held  at  Summer  Grove  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Tuesday,  June  4,  at  5:30 
p.m.  Tickets  are  $6.00  per  person.  Reser¬ 
vations  may  be  made  through  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Education  Ministries  Office  at  the 
Conference  Headquarters.  The  banquet 
.  is  open  to  all  Christian  educators,  pas¬ 
tors,  teachers,  and  leaders  interested  in 
the  total  Sunday  School  program. 

Bishop’s  Week 
Scheduled  For 
June  17-20 

The  annual  Bishop’s  Week  event,  held 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah  United  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly  in  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  will  be 
held  June  17-20. 

The  Leadership  Team  includes  Bishop 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Nebraska  Area,  Pro¬ 
gram  Chairman;  Bishop  Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt,  Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area,  Wilson  Lecturer;  Dr.  Rog¬ 
er  Bourland,  First  UMC,  Omaha,  Ne¬ 
braska,  preacher;  Dr.  Richard  C.  Bush, 
Jr.  Professor,  Oklahoma  City  University, 
Bible  Study  Leader;  and  Dr.  Donald  F. 
Marsh,  pastor,  Geneva  UMC,  Nebraska, 
Organist/Song  Leader. 

The  event  begins  with  dinner  at  6:00 
p.m.  on  June  17  and  ends  after  worship 
on  June  20  at  9:45  a.m.  A  deposit  of  $5.00 
per  person  should  be  sent  with  registra¬ 
tion  form  to:  Room  Registrar,  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  Methodist  Assembly, 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas  72701.  Housing 
cost  (including  meals)  ranges  from 
$56.50  to  $64.00  per  person.  Registration 
forms  are  available  in  the  conference  of¬ 
fice. 


UM  Musicians 
To  Celebrate 
‘The  Fellowship’ 

In  Nashville 

Over  1,000  artistic  United  Methodists 
will  gather  at  the  50-yard-line  of  the  Ma- 
moth  Carrier  Dome  Stadium  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee  in  July.  They  will  be 
celebrating  “The  Fellowship,”  an  organi¬ 
zation  which  began  as  the  National  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Methodist  Musicians. 

The  30-year-old  fellowship  now  has 
2,800  members  and  is  known  across  the 
church  for  sponsoring  popular  and  up¬ 
beat  national  gatherings  which  attract  a 
significant  number  of  persons  from  oth¬ 
er  denominations. 

Many  leaders  and  instructors  from 
United  Methodist  congregations  will  be 
attending  this  event.  Among  them  will 
be  widely  known  persons  such  as  John 
Rutter,  a  composer  from  Cambridge, 
England;  Sandra  Willetts,  choral  conduc¬ 
tor  from  Scarritt  College  in  Nashville; 
Hal  Hopson  of  Scarritt,  who  is  a  compos¬ 
er  and  popular  music  clinician;  and  Da¬ 
vid  Hurd  from  New  York  City,  who  will 
give  a  special  organ  recital. 

Since  the  first  summer  gathering  in 
Williams  Bay,  Wisconsin,  the  events, 
usually  held  on  college  campuses,  have 
become  a  tradition  for  young  and  old, 
professionals  and  volunteers. 


Methodist  Ministers  from  every  dis¬ 
trict  and  corner  of  the  state  converged 
upon  the  Toro  Hills  Resort  and  Golf 
Course  near  Many.  Louisiana  several 
weeks  ago  for  a  day  of  golf,  fellowship, 
and  relaxation. 

The  roster  listed  all  United  Methodist 
pastors,  active  and  retired,  plus  one  Epis¬ 
copal  priest  who  promptly  won  a  clos- 
est-to-the-hole  award.  Many  of  the 
participants  arrived  a  day  early,  and 
spent  the  night  at  Toto  Hills,  getting  in  a 
practice  round  or  two  and  familiarizing 
themselves  with  the  course.  The  evening 
was  capped  off  with  a  delicious  awards 
dinner,  at  which  the  four  flights  were 
awarded  trophies,  and  special  event  win¬ 
ners  received  a  dozen  pro-style  golf  balls 
each.  In  addition  a  special  “Weedeater” 
award  was  given  to  the  golfer  with  the 
highest  (worst)  score. 

Plans  are  already  in  motion  for  next 
year’s  tourney  to  be  even  bigger,  and 
open  to  more  clergy  from  other  tradi¬ 
tions. 


The  winners  were: 

Bishops  Flight: 

1st. . .  Jack  O’Dell  78 

2nd. . .  Larry  O’Dell  87 

Kitchen  Cabinet  Flight: 

1st. . .  Boyd  Hood  96 

2nd. .  .  Bob  Burgess  97 

District  Supt’s  Flight 
1st. . .  Bob  Townsend  102 

2nd. .  John  Winn  102 

(scoreboard  playoff) 

Larger  Cabinet  Flight: 

1st. . .  Tom  Crosby  106 

2nd. . .  Joe  Hunter  108 

•Weedeater”  Award:  (highest  score) 
Stephen  Fleming  122 


Longest  Drive: 

Front  9. .  Jim  Wilson 
Back  9.  Bob  Townsend 
Closest-to-hole: 

Front  9.  .  Larry  Stafford 
Back  9  .  Steve  Raulerson 

The  golfers  are  shown  in  the  above 
photo. 


Teacher  Training 
and  Development 
Seminar  Set 

District  Teams  from  across  the  state 
will  be  gathering  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  West  Monroe  on  May  24- 
25.  These  persons  will  be  given  resources 
and  training  to  equip  them  for  teaching 
Sunday  school  teachers  how  to  do  their 
job. 

Rev  Jack  Nabors,  a  widely  known  and 
experienced  laboratory  and  seminar 
leader  will  be  our  principle  resource 
person.  He  will  be  leading  in  the  areas  of 
foundations  for  Christian  education,  use 
of  the  Bible,  curriculum,  and  the  teach¬ 
ing-learning  transaction. 

Working  with  specific  age  group  lead¬ 
ers  will  be  Ms.  Lou  Montgomery  of  Baton 
Rouge  Broadmoor,  pre-school;  Mr.  Larry 
Lewis  of  New  Orleans,  elementary;  Mrs. 
Pat  Hogan  of  Alexandria,  youth;  Rev 
Carl  Rhoads  of  Shreveport,  young  adults; 
and  Dr.  John  Braden,  adults. 

The  team  members  were  chosen  by 
the  respective  District  Superintendents, 
District  C  O  M  Chairpersons,  and  Edu¬ 
cation  Chairpersons.  Following  this 
training  these  District  Teams  will  then 
be  available  to  local  churches  for  teach¬ 
er  training  events.  Local  churches  desir¬ 
ing  the  services  of  these  teams  will 
contact  their  District  Superintendents. 

This  training  session  grew  out  of  an  ef¬ 
fort  by  the  Conference  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  and  its  section  on  Education. 
Following  its  goal  of  networking  and 
linking  local.  District,  and  Conference 
church  structures,  this  program  seeks  to 
resource  all  levels  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence’s  ministry  of  Christian  Education. 
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WCC  spirituality  emphasis:  Yes 


Unless  you  read  about  it  recently  in 
the  Reporter,  you  and  most  other  church 
members  are  probably  unaware  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches'  efforts  to 
promote  a  deeper  understanding  of 
Christian  spirituality  (see  UMR,  May  10). 

In  fact,  an  emphasis  on  “spiritual- 
lity"— which  council  officials  say  refers 
to  how  persons  experience  and  respond 
‘to  their  encounter  with  Christ— is  high 
on  the  ecumenical  agency’s  list  of  priori¬ 
ties.  Newly  elected  council  head  Emilio 
;Castro  made  that  clear  at  a  recent  news 
[conference  in  New  York. 

[  That  emphasis  is  highly  appropriate 
[and  much  needed.  We  agree  with  partici- 
[  pants  at  a  council-sponsored  meeting  last 
[winter  on  spirituality.  They  concluded  that 
[there  is  a  "tremendous  hunger"  in  the 
’world  for  a  way  of  life  that  "speaks  to  our 
deepest  being"  as  humans. 

}  One  result  of  that  meeting  was  a  re- 
jport,  "A  Spirituality  for  Our  Times,” 
jthat  identifies  reasons  for  that  hunger. 
;common  obstacles  to  fulfilling  it  and 
•"marks"  of  a  Christian  way  of  life  that 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Chesterfield,  Missouri 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  400  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Green  Trails  UMC  in 
Chesterfield,  Mo.  (Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
[  more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
[  combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members 

To  our  new  readers  in  Chesterfield,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
.informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
iother  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter." 


witnesses  to  God's  will  for  humanity. 

Such  constructive  and  positive  efforts 
by  the  World  Council,  preliminary  as 
they  are,  deserve  more  notice  than,  re¬ 
grettably,  they  are  likely  to  receive. 
There  will  always  be  critics  who,  with 
some  justification,  focus  primarily  on 
the  council’s  apparent  anti-U.S.,  pro- 
Third  World  emphases,  regardless  of  its 
other,  less  controversial  work. 

Fairness,  however,  requires  that  the 
council  gets  appropriate  credit  when  it 
makes  positive  contributions  to  under¬ 
standing  and  living  a  distinctively  Chris¬ 
tian  life. 

We  believe  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  work  on  spirituality  is  poten¬ 
tially  one  of  the  most  significant  and 
constructive  efforts  of  the  ecumenical 
movement.  Similar  work,  of  course,  is 
being  done  in  other  quarters  of  the 
church,  particularly  in  the  area  of  spiri¬ 
tual  formation. 

The  cross-cultural  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  efforts,  however,  can  give  an  added 
dimension  to  that  work  by  adding  the 
views  of  persons  whose  experience  dif¬ 
fers  from  that  of  most  U.S.  Christians. 

All  such  perspectives  may  not  be 
equally  helpful.  In  some  cases  they  may 
even  be  threatening.  But  anyone  who  se¬ 
riously  grapples  with  them  will  likely 
gain  a  deeper  awareness  of  and  appreci¬ 
ation  for  the  diversity  of  God’s  reconcil¬ 
ing  work  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Such  grappling  with  others'  experi¬ 
ence  of  God  is  an  effective  means  of  per¬ 
sonal  spiritual  growth  and  necessary  if 
the  tragic  divisions  among  Christians 
are  to  begin  to  heal. 

As  U.S.  Christians,  we  should  com¬ 
mend  the  World  Council  of  Churches  for 
its  work  on  Christian  spirituality  and  en¬ 
courage  its  continuation.  We  should  pro¬ 
mote  and  participate  in  similar  efforts 
in  and  among  our  local  churches. 

Wherever  possible,  we  should  invite 
persons  from  other  countries,  cultures 
and  Christian  traditions  to  share  their 
views  of  what  encountering  and  follow¬ 
ing  Christ  in  our  troubled  times  entails. 

(For  information  about  “A  Spirituality 
for  Our  Times,”  write  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  U.S.  Office,  10th  Floor,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N  Y.  10115.) 
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Here  I  Stand 

Is  there  an  6 American  religion?' 


By  HAROLD  R.  HODGSON 

Is  there  an  American  religion? 

Is  there  a  set  of  theological  beliefs 
held  by  the  majority  of  citizens?  Does  an 
American  religion  shape  the  policies  of 
our  nation? 

Let’s  take  a  look  at  some  popular  be¬ 
liefs  and  consider  them  as  basic  tenets  of 
a  kind  of  religion: 

1.  The  United  States  is  chosen  by  God 
and  therefore  is  particularly  favored  by 
Divine  Providence. 

2.  Our  prosperity  is  proof  that  God  fa¬ 
vors  and  blesses  us  above  all  other  na¬ 
tions. 

3.  Because  our  capitalist  economy  has 
produced  such  prosperity,  capitalism  is 
God-ordained. 

4.  Democratic  government  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  here;  God  thus  wills  it  to  be  the 
political  system  of  all  nations. 

5.  Our  president  is  elected  by  the  peo¬ 
ple.  God  uses  our  voting  system  to  place 
His  choice  in  the  White  House.  There¬ 
fore,  we  should  uncritically  trust,  obey 
and  support  all  the  president’s  policies. 

These  beliefs  can  be  viewed  as  form¬ 
ing  a  creed,  a  nationalistic,  patriotic  re¬ 
ligion.  It  is  not  a  Bible  religion.  It  is  not 
Judaism.  It  is  not  Christianity. 

However,  it  is  a  popular  religion.  It 
appeals  to  our  ego,  pride  and  human  de¬ 
sire  to  be  the  “elect.” 

I  am  troubled  by  the  fervent  response  of 


millions  to  this  pseudo  religion.  As  a  Chris¬ 
tian  minister,  I  suffer  from  the  conflict  be¬ 
tween  my  responsibility  to  teach  Bible 
religion  and  the  sense  of  despair  that  "it’s 
no  use.”  We  are  so  rigidly  bound  by  this 
American  "religion"  taught  us  from  child¬ 
hood,  that  we  resist,  almost  angrily,  any 
challenge  to  its  authenticity. 

By  contrast,  what  are  some  basics  of 
Bible  religion? 

First,  there  is  one  God,  the  Father  of  all 
people  in  all  nations.  God  has  no  favorites. 
Jesus  made  it  clear  that  even  the  favored 
Jew  was  displaced  by  "whoever  does  the 
will  of  my  heavenly  Father." 

Second,  prosperity  is  no  proof  of  righ¬ 
teousness.  The  ancient  writer  of  a  prov¬ 
erb  spoke  of  “the  prosperity  of  the 
wicked.”  Jesus  called  the  very  rich 
farmer  a  fool  and  told  another  rich  man 
to  sell  what  he  had  and  give  it  to  the  poor 
before  becoming  a  disciple. 

Third,  the  Bible  does  not  advocate  any 
particular  economic  or  political  system. 
The  Bible  demands  that  those  in  power 
rule  with  justice,  especially  for  the  poor. 

There  have  been  good  and  bad  monar¬ 
chies.  There  have  been  good  and  bad 
democracies.  The  majority  can  be  some¬ 
times  very  unjust  to  its  minorities. 

Democracy,  I  believe,  has  the  best  po¬ 
tential  for  promoting  the  dignity  of  each 
person.  Yet  I  am  convinced  that  God  has 
used  other  systems  to  provide  equality 


and  opportunity. 

Diverse  nations  and  cultures  may  need 
diverse  political  systems  to  meet  their 
people’s  needs.  America  has  no  divine 
right  to  impose  either  its  economic  or 
political  system  on  other  nations. 

To  support  a  president  with  blind  loy¬ 
alty  is  to  believe  in  the  old  “divine  right 
of  kings.”  We  threw  out  that  belief  cen¬ 
turies  ago.  It  is  every  person’s  divine 
right  to  think  and  question  and  to  agree 
or  disagree  according  to  his  or  her  en¬ 
lightened  conscience. 

To  follow  Christ  and  the  way  of  the 
cross  is  to  love  all  races  and  persons  as 
God’s  children,  each  as  worthy  as  any 
United  States  citizen  to  seek  and  possess 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

Christianity  is  not  American  religion.  It 
is  loving  God  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  loving  our  neighbors  as  ourselves. 

“Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  the  Rev.  Harold  R.  Hodgson,  is 
pastor  of  Gammons  United  Methodist 
Church,  Bridgewater,  Mass.  (Southern 
New  England  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
" Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.  O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


^Less  emotionally  involved’  reporter  needed 


To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Beck  seems  to  persist  in  making 
pronouncements  favorable  to  the  commu¬ 
nist  government  in  Nicaragua  and  against 
the  present  rebels  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Beck’s  latest  story  is  headlined, 
"Rebels’  cease-fire  plan  fails  to  garner 
U.S.  church  interest”  (see  UMR,  April  5). 
No  one  polled  me  or  any  other  church 
member,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  deter¬ 
mine.  He  simply  quotes  certain  selected 
individuals  who  hold  positions  that  seem 
impressive. 

If  “the  church"  is  truly  against  the 


terms  of  the  cease-fire  proposal,  then  I 
have  wasted  a  good  share  of  my  life  sup¬ 
porting  the  wrong  organizations.  I  flatly 
do  not  believe  church  members  nation¬ 
wide  are  not  interested  in  freedom  of  the 
press,  freedom  of  assembly,  a  “national 
dialogue,”  protection  of  members  partic¬ 
ipating  in  the  dialogue  and  “amnesty  and 
pardon  for  political  crimes,”  as  Mr. 
Beck  states. 

It  seems  very  significant  that  the 
"contras”  have  nearly  doubled  in  num¬ 
bers  the  past  year  even  though  all  aid 
from  the  United  States  was  cut  off,  and 


Africa  Journal 

Burundi  UMs  stress  ministry  to  whole  person 


EDITOR  S  NOTE;  This  article  is  the 
eighth  in  a  series  of  reflections  by  Re¬ 
porter  Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  HI 
during  a  six-month  sabbatical  leave  with 
his  family  in  Kenya.  Mr.  Dunnam  will  be 
observing  and  describing  the  church’s 
work  in  Kenya  as  well  as  in  other  Afri¬ 
can  nations. 

KIRAMVYA,  Burundi-Question: 
What  do  you  do  as  head  of  a  church 
where  the  country’s  government  shows  a 
bias  against  churches  engaged  only  in 
traditional  religious  activities? 

Answer:  You  align  your  church  with  a 
denomination  with  a  tradition  of  concern 
for  the  intellectual, 
physical  and  spiritu¬ 
al  needs  of  people. 

You  expand  your 
church’s  ministry  to 
include  projects  in 
agriculture,  animal 
husbandry,  sewing 
and  health  care.  And, 
you  do  all  you  can  to  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
develop  and  maintain  positive  relations 
with  governmental  authorities  without 
compromising  the  integrity  of  the  church 
and  its  mission. 

In  grossly  oversimplified  terms,  that 
appears  to  be  the  approach  of  Bishop  Al¬ 
fred  Ndoricimpa  to  developing  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  the  land-locked 
central  African  country  of  Burundi.  And 
it  is  working  (see  UMR,  May  10). 

An  example  was  two  hours  down  a 
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paved  road  and  down  a  dirt  trail.  There  is 
Kiramvya,  a  new  site  of  work  in  an  under¬ 
developed  southeastern  area  near  the  bor¬ 
der  of  Burundi  and  Tanzania.  The  work  is 
concentrated  on  about  20  acres  of  land 
made  available  by  the  government. 

We  were  greeted  by  the  church’s  pastor 
and  about  30  young  people  practicing  the 
spirited  songs  they  would  sing  in  worship 
on  Sunday.  The  sanctuary  — capacity 
about  150  — was  the  first  temporary 
church  building  we  had  seen  in  Burundi. 
Most  are  built  of  stone  or  sturdy  brick 
made  from  the  area’s  excellent  red  clay. 

Demonstration  projects  noted 

The  Kiramvya  congregation’s  pastor 
led  us  to  two  shelters,  one  housing  rab¬ 
bits  and  the  other  six  pigs.  The  animals 
were  purchased  with  a  grant  from  Heif¬ 
er  Project  International.  The  church  is 
breeding  the  animals  and  will  give  the 
offspring  to  people  in  the  area  along 
with  instruction  for  breeding  their  own. 
The  animals  thus  will  create  a  self-per¬ 
petuating  source  of  income  and  food. 

When  additional  funds  are  received, 
the  church’s  leaders  hope  to  add  some 
cows  to  the  project.  Most  people  around 
Kiramvya  are  accustomed  to  keeping 
only  the  male  bovine  for  meat.  They  ig¬ 
nore  cows  as  sources  of  milk  and  for 
breeding  additional  cattle. 

Men  and  women  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  showed  us  the  church’s  large  garden 
where  simple  but  important  agricultural 
techniques  are  being  demonstrated.  One 
technique  is  planting  seeds  in  rows  rath¬ 
er  than  randomly  scattering  them. 

The  crops  grown  across  several  acres  of 
hilly  but  fertile  land  are  beans,  com,  pea¬ 
nuts,  carrots,  bananas  and  manioc.  When 
harvested,  some  will  be  used  for  food,  and 
some  will  be  sold  to  purchase  additional 
seeds,  fertilizer  and  equipment. 

We  came  to  a  brush  arbor  shelter 
where  people  are  learning  carpentry. 
They  were  in  the  midst  of  making  a  cabi¬ 
net  and  some  chairs. 

At  the  highest  point  in  the  church’s  land, 
we  saw  what  will  be  the  permanent  Kir¬ 
amvya  United  Methodist  Church— a  large, 
cross-shaped  stone  structure.  It  will  some 
day  seat  four  or  five  times  as  many  people 
as  the  temporary  sanctuary 

Several  piles  of  large  rocks  lay  beside 
knee-high  walls,  waiting  to  be  put  in 
place.  The  stone  had  come  from  "the  far 
side  of  the  next  mountain”  balanced  atop 
the  heads  of  men,  women  and  children. 

Though  the  building  is  needed  now, 
church  leaders  are  reluctant  to  project  a 
date  for  completing  it.  The  church  is  being 
built  a  stone  at  a  time  by  members  as  they 
have  time  and  energy  Several  thousand 
dollars  will  be  needed  to  buy  timbers, 
metal  sheets  and  expertise  for  roofing. 

Adjacent  to  the  church  is  a  school  re¬ 
cently  constructed  and  staffed  by  the 
Burundi  government.  It  has  no  books, 
and  parents  must  purchase  paper  and 
pencils  for  each  student  they  send. 

One  missing  necessity 

The  Kiramvya  project  does  not  have  a 
clinic  and  dispensary,  Bishop  Ndoricim¬ 
pa  said.  There  is  no  hospital  within  40 
miles,  only  a  government  clinic  staffed 
by  a  nurse  who  often  lacks  even  aspirin, 
much  less  medicines  to  treat  serious 
health  problems  like  tuberculosis,  ma¬ 
laria  and  cholera 

The  need  for  a  doctor,  a  nurse  and  a 
dependable  supply  of  medicine  is  desper- 
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GITEGA,  Burundi— United  Methodist  Bishop  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  points  to 
a  field  of  pineapples  being  grown  by  the  Nyabugogo  congregation  in  Gitega. 
The  effort  is  part  of  a  project  for  teaching  people  in  the  area  how  to  improve 
their  lives  through  modern  agricultural  techniques.  The  congregation  also 
sponsors  a  learning  center  for  women  of  the  area. 


ate.  So  long  as  medical  care  is  unavail¬ 
able,  people  will  “have  as  many  children 
as  they  can  to  replace  the  large  numbers 
they  know  will  die  before  they  grow  up,” 
the  bishop  said. 

The  resourcefulness  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  Christian  commitment  of  the  Kir¬ 
amvya  congregation’s  members  was  not 
unlike  what  we  saw  earlier  at  the  Nyam- 
bugogo  church  on  the  edge  of  Gitega. 

The  growing  congregation  there  also 
has  an  agricultural  project  on  ground 
provided  by  the  government.  Church 
members  also  have  ground  for  a  wom¬ 
en’s  center  to  be  built  when  there  are 
sufficient  funds. 

Meanwhile  the  church  is  using  a  room 
in  the  pastor’s  house  to  teach  nutrition, 
health  care,  family  planning,  etc.  Anoth¬ 
er  room  had  two  pedal-powered  sewing 
machines  where  women  with  newly  learn¬ 
ed  sewing  skills  produced  children’s 
clothes  to  be  sold. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  envisions  building 
a  conference  headquarters  and  a  new 
upgraded  facility  for  the  church’s  pub¬ 
lishing  unit. 


Church  in  strategic  position 

It  is  apparent  that  Bishop  Ndoricimpa 
believes  United  Methodism  in  Burundi, 
while  now  small,  is  in  a  desirable  posi¬ 
tion  to  provide  a  strong  Protestant  alter¬ 
native  to  Burundi's  people,  the  vast 
majority  of  whom  are  Roman  Catholics. 

"As  a  result  of  Africanization,  we  are 
one  of  only  three  churches  in  Burundi 
that  would  be  able  to  carry  on  even  if  all 
outside  help  were  discontinued,”  the 
bishop  said.  "The  Catholics  and  Angli¬ 
cans  likewise  would  survive.  The  rest 
have  not  developed  African  leadership." 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  cited  an  aban¬ 
doned  Seventh-day  Adventist  mission 
The  last  of  the  Adventist  missionaries 
were  expelled  during  January,  he  said, 
following  a  dispute  with  the  government 
over  the  church’s  refusal  to  develop  na¬ 
tional  leaders, 

When  the  missionaries  left,  what  once 
was  a  strong  mission  closed  without  Bu¬ 


rundian  Adventist  leaders  to  carry  on. 

During  my  visit,  the  bishop  "touched 
base”  with  the  provincial  governors  in 
the  areas  we  visited.  We  met  20  percent 
of  the  country’s  provincial  governors 
and  a  provincial  secretary  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  lone  national  political  party.  While 
describing  our  purposes,  the  bishop  was 
developing  good  will  for  the  church. 

The  governor  of  the  area  in  which  Kir¬ 
amvya  is  located  spoke  appreciatively  of 
United  Methodism's  efforts  to  minister 
to  the  whole  person.  He  said  he  wished 
all  religious  groups  in  the  country  were 
similarly  concerned. 

I  told  the  governor  about  how  a  local 
church  in  the  United  States  had  sent  a 
work  team  to  help  build  a  church  and 
dispensary  for  the  Masai  people  in  West¬ 
ern  Kenya  and  asked  him  how  feasible 
similar  assistance  would  be  in  Burundi 
in  light  of  the  government's  apparently 
hostile  attitude  toward  foreign  mission¬ 
ary  personnel.  • 

He  said  the  Burundi  government  is  not 
hostile  to  religion  or  missionaries  so  long 
as  they  are  involved  in  some  concrete 
way  in  helping  people  in  their  daily  lives. 
Missionary  doctors,  nurses  and  agricul¬ 
tural  specialists  are  badly  needed  and 
would  be  welcomed,  he  said.  A  work 
team  of  Christians  from  the  United 
States  to  help  the  Kiramvya  church  also 
would  be  welcome.  “The  missionaries 
who  are  not  welcome  are  those  whose 
only  interest  is  religious  evangelization,” 
the  governor  added. 

My  office  in  Dallas  sent  me  a  brochure 
recently  announcing  that  the  alumni  as¬ 
sociation  of  one  of  our  church-related 
universities  in  the  United  States  is  plan¬ 
ning  an  African  Safari.  Participants  will 
spend  a  small  fortune  and  stay  in  the  fin¬ 
est  hotels  and  lodges  at  the  famous  game 
preserves.  They  will  travel  8,000  miles 
and  then  return  home  with  a  wonderful 
but  tragically  partial  view  of  Africa. 

Would  that  even  one  day  of  such  a  ven¬ 
ture  could  be  spent  relating  to  Africa's 
Methodist  people  and  what  they  are  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  work  of  God's  Kingdom 
-SPURGEON  M  DUNNAM  III 


many  helicopter  gunships  have  recently 
been  furnished  to  President  Daniel  Orte¬ 
ga  by  the  U.S.S.R. 

Eden  Pastora,  one  of  the  freedom 
movement  leaders,  himself  a  former 
Sandanista  general  who  switched  to  op¬ 
position  when  communism  came  out  of 
the  closet,  says  that  many  of  the  officials 
in  the  Ortega  government  are  actually 
former  Samosa  government  officials.  I 
feel  Pastora  is  in  a  position  to  know  the 
true  situation  better  than  the  sources 
quoted  by  Mr.  Beck. 

I  strongly  urge  that  you  assign  some¬ 
one  to  the  Central  American  story  who  is 
less  emotionally  involved.  Please  avoid 
any  volunteers  for  the  assignment. 

Walter  W.  White 
Rio  Linda,  California 

Pro-life  stance  knocked 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  publishing  the  extreme 
view  of  Nancy  Conners  on  abortion  (see 
UMR,  April  26).  Seldom  has  an  article  so 
persuaded  me  of  the  opposite  that  it  es¬ 
poused! 

If  I  was  not  already  persuaded  of  the 
morality  and  rightness  of  a  pro-choice 
position,  then  her  article  would  have 
done  so. 

Leaving  aside  her  somewhat  neo-Pla¬ 
tonic  view  of  the  afterlife,  Ms.  Conners 
seems  to  view  that  poor  little  Daniel’s 
life— little  better  than  a  cabbage,  less  vi¬ 
tal  than  our  cat  and  more  painful  than 
can  be  contemplated— existed  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  her  to  see  "love 
in  the  bright  little  eyes.” 

That’s  sentimental  at  best,  callous  and 
cruel  in  its  ultimate  reality.  The  poor  lit¬ 
tle  thing  could  not  have  known  what 
“love"  meant,  let  alone  understood  in 
that  pain-stricken,  so-called  life,  what 
life  was  about. 

And  is  that  more  moral  than  the  sav¬ 
ing  of  his  mother?  What  we  are  dealing 
with  here,  in  her  terms,  is  not  “the  trage¬ 
dy  of  life  with  life”  but  the  cruelty  and 
callousness  of  “death  with  death."  It  is 
not  “pro-life”;  it  is  "pro-death"— partic¬ 
ularly  of  the  woman. 

All  I  hear  from  this  tragic  story  is  the 
screaming  of  the  retarded  and  uncared 
for  woman,  dying  in  a  cornfield  with 
something  she  did  not  have  to  bear.  The 
choice  is  obvious,  as  is  its  morality:  the 
saving  of  her  life  and  the  saving  of  the 
agony  of  poor  little  Daniel. 

The  Lord  save  us  from  a  morality  that 
would  save  the  possible  life  of  any  fetus 
no  matter  what  its  expense  in  human  life 
and  human  misery. 

Ms.  Conners  you  have  done  “pro- 
choice"  an  invaluable  service.  By  your 
exact  and  scary  logic,  you  have  pointed 
out  the  horrors  of  the  so-called  “pro-life” 
position.  Barry  J.  Woodward 

Palmyra,  Missouri 


Pro-choice  view  slammed 

To  the  Editor. 

The  argument  put  forth  by  Annabelle 
Kenward  in  support  of  abortion  was  very 
interesting  (see  UMR,  April  26). 

Her  argument  seems  to  go  as  follows: 
“I  had  to  remove  a  dead  fetus  from  my 
womb,  so  therefore,  we  need  to  pro¬ 
vide  women  the  facilities  necessary  to 
remove  the  living  fetuses  from  their 
wombs.” 

That’s  not  exactly  the  most  logical  ar¬ 
gument.  Steven  M.  Leydorf 

Annapolis,  Maryland 

Both  ‘pros’  rejected 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  two  opposing  views  on 
abortion  (see  UMR,  April  26),  I  want  you 
to  know  that  I,  as  a  layman,  and  my  wife, 
as  a  professional  in  medicine,  see  both 
views  as  "extremist.”  The  reason  the  issue 
is  so  controversial  is  because  we  have  so 
little  "common  sense”  leadership. 

One  side,  including  the  Supreme  Court, 
says  almost  anything  is  OK,  and  the  oth¬ 
er  side  wants  to  preserve  “vegetables." 

There  has  to  be  a  better  way  to  re¬ 
solve  the  issue  than  with  extremism. 
Healthy  babies  should  not  be  murdered 
just  because  the  mother  does  not  want 
the  baby,  and  a  baby  that  has  little 
chance  of  being  more  than  a  vegetable 
should  not  be  part  of  the  society. 

The  common  sense  approach  is  a 
much  broader  area  than  the  pro  and  con 
extremism.  But  the  pros  and  cons  seem 
to  dominate  the  laws  and  the  education 
on  the  subject.  M.  E.  Dale 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Mission  article  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

We  have  just  returned  from  a  four- 
month  stay  in  India,  where  we  were  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
for  many  years. 

We’ve  been  reading  some  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  issues  that  came  while  we  were 
away  and  noticed  in  a  recent  issue  an  ar¬ 
ticle  headlined  “UMC  assigns  missionar¬ 
ies  to  India  after  13-year  span.” 

However,  in  1978  our  daughter  came 
to  India  under  the  United  Methodist  aus¬ 
pices  as  an  occupational  therapist  to  the 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Kolar,  South  India, 
and  another  woman  came  to  North  India 
that  year  under  the  same  auspices.  I  be¬ 
lieve  both  of  them  stayed  for  their  three- 
year  term. 

We  enjoy  the  Reporter  and  the  many 
interesting  articles  about  the  Methodist 
church  and  other  religious  matters. 

Kennie  M.  Linn 
Owosso,  Michigan 


A  GIFT  WITH  A  FUTURE 


For  graduation  or  birthday  consider  giving  that  special  young 
person  in  your  life  a  gift  that  grows.  The  Rainbow  Account  will  mature 
with  your  loved  one  and  contribute  to  a  more  secure  future. 

Russell  and  Mary  Ann  Cousins  opened  separate  accounts  for  their 
grandchildren  soon  after  each  was  born.  Jenny  and  Todd  are 
pictured  here.  The  Cousins  have  added  to  the  accounts.  “We  didn't 
hesitate,"  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Cousins  said,  "UMDF  investments 
help  to  build  churches."  When  Jenny  prepares  for  college,  proceeds 
from  her  account  will  assist  with  college  expenses 
Investors  receive  9.5%  return  per  annum.  Write  for  information 
about  the  Rainbow  Account,  which  might  result  in  a  tax  saving. 


Ms.  Nova  Langston  (Phone  212-870-3856) 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
475  Riverside  Drive.  Room  303-W3 
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Mission  Society  ‘sends  forth’  first  10 

Two  bishops  attend  unofficial  group ’s  service  only  as  observers 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS— With  two  United  Methodist 
bishops  as  observers,  the  new  unofficial 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists 
sent  forth  its  first  10  missionaries  in  ‘‘a 
service  of  celebration"  May  6. 

Most  language  of  the  service  was  iden¬ 
tical  to  that  traditionally  used  to  com¬ 
mission  United  Methodist  missionaries, 
but  there  were  two  major  differences: 

•  No  bishop  participated. 

•  The  five  married  couples  were  “sent 
forth,”  not  "commissioned.” 

Those  differences  were  consistent 
with  Mission  Society  leaders’  contention 
that  the  society  is  supplementary  to  the 
denomination’s  official  mission-sending 
agency  (the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries)  and  their  acknowledgment 
that  only  bishops  can  officially  commis¬ 
sion  United  Methodist  missionaries. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  had  determined 
only  the  week  before  (see  UMR,  May  10) 
that  no  bishop  could  officially  participate 
in  the  service  but  that  Bishop  John  Rus¬ 
sell  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  would 
attend  as  the  council’s  observer. 

Bishop  Russell  sat  near  the  front  of 
the  large  gothic  Highland  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  sanctuary,  with  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  0.  Eugene  Slater  of  Dallas 
beside  him  in  a  brotherly  gesture. 

No  benediction  given 

The  printed  program  listed  Bishop 
Russell  to  give  the  benediction.  He  did 
not,  nor  did  anyone  else.  The  service 
closed  with  a  recessional  hymn,  “0  for  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing.” 

The  two  bishops  had  been  recognized 
publicly  early  in  the  service  by  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  president,  the  Rev.  Ira 
Gallaway  of  First  UMC,  Peoria,  Ill.  He 
praised  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  president,  for  his  "Chris¬ 


tian  spirit”  in  trying  earlier  to  extend  a 
more  open  gesture. 

The  service  wasn’t  turned  into  an  oc¬ 
casion  to  castigate  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Rather  the  Mission  Society 
celebrated  this  as  its  own  "inaugura¬ 
tion.”  The  society  was  formed  in  1983  ba¬ 
sically  by  disaffected  pastors  citing  a 
need  for  what  they  saw  as  more  "evan¬ 
gelical”  and  "traditionalist  Wesleyan" 
mission  work.  A  small  staff  recruited 
candidates  and  lined  up  financial  sup¬ 
port  in  the  meantime. 

The  main  speaker  was  the  Rev.  David 
B.  Barrett,  longtime  Church  of  England 
missionary  to  Africa  and  now  a  consul¬ 


tant  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 

Dr.  Barrett  avoided  any  mention  of 
United  Methodism’s  struggle  over  the 
"official”  or  "unofficial"  nature  of  the 
event,  but  he  was  not  quite  as  discrete  as 
his  hosts,  referring  to  the  service  as  "the 
latest  in  a  long  line  of  apostolic  commis¬ 
sionings." 

Most  of  his  speech  touched  on  prob¬ 
lems  for  "old"  mission  agencies  and  op¬ 
portunities  for  "new"  ones,  but  he  did  not 
assign  either  tag  to  either  of  the  two 
United  Methodist  bodies. 

No  apologies  are  needed  for  creation  of 
this  new  society,  he  said.  He  mentioned 


DALLAS— New  missionaries  and  observing  bishops  listen  to  renowned 
missiologist,  Dr.  David  Barrett.  From  left  are  William  Markle,  M.D.,  Mary 
Markle,  Bishop  John  W.  Russell,  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater,  Maria  Guzman, 
Florencio  Guzman,  Mary  Moushon,  Herbert  Moushon,  Patricia  Borah  and 
the  Rev.  Max  Borah.  Not  shown  are  the  Rev.  John  and  Rosalie  Rentz. 
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Peter  and  John  as  New  Testament  disci¬ 
ples  who  chose  their  own  methods,  fields 
and  practices  for  mission. 

‘Old  zeal  wears  off’ 

Generalizing,  he  said  the  major  justifi¬ 
cation  for  creation  of  new  mission  agen¬ 
cies  occurs  because  "the  old  zeal  wears 
off  ...  funding  drops  off  . .  vocations 
(numbers)  drop  off  alarmingly  . . .  part¬ 
nerships  of  old  agencies  and  Third  World 
churches  run  into  difficulties.  .  a  chaotic 
world  context  shows  that  central  bureau¬ 
cracies  will  not  solve  all  problems.  .  .” 

But  he  said  the  prognosis  for  mission 
opportunities  is  “excellent,  the  brightest 
in  20  centuries.” 

He  encouraged  the  Mission  Society  to 
adopt  a  global  outlook,  work  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  existing  churches,  avoid  being 
limited  to  traditional  residential  missions, 
and  be  fearless,  aware  that,  given  the  his¬ 
toric  rate  of  martyrdom  among  mission¬ 
aries  (one  murdered  among  100  serving), 
individual  missionaries  must  “set  their 
hearts  at  peace  with  this  prospect.” 

He  also  said  the  Mission  Society  should 
foster  ministries  which  are  mobile,  multi- 
vocational,  flexible  in  use  of  literature 
and  languages,  able  to  mobilize  quickly, 
creative  in  entering  countries  officially 
closed  to  Christian  mission,  knowledge¬ 
able  in  high  technologies,  prepared  to 
handle  “mega-disasters”  such  as  epi¬ 
demics  or  massive  power  failures,  and 
capable  of  offering  ministries  in  space,  to 
perhaps  as  many  as  50,000  persons  living 
in  “space  colonies”  by  the  year  2001. 

The  service  included  a  memorial  trib¬ 
ute  to  the  Rev.  L.  D.  Thomas,  first  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Mission  Society  board.  He 
died  in  1984  shortly  after  retiring  from 
First  UMC  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 


Two  hymns  run  away 
as  favorites  in  UMC 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Two  hymns  are  run¬ 
away  favorites  of  United  Methodists, 
according  to  a  churchwide  survey  re¬ 
leased  May  13  to  the  committee  study¬ 
ing  revision  of  the  current  “Book  of 
Hymns." 

Heading  the  "top  50"  list  is  How 
Great  Thou  Art.  A  close  second  is 
Amazing  Grace. 

A  distant  third  is  Charles  Wesley’s 
best-known  hymn.  O  for  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing. 

Nothing  else  comes  close. 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  re¬ 
ceived  these  and  other  results  of  its 
survey  May  13-14.  Survey  results  are 
based  on  a  mailing  this  spring  to  all 
38,000  United  Methodist  pastors,  re¬ 
turns  from  nearly  6,000  of  them,  and 
detailed  study  of  a  systematically-se¬ 
lected  600. 

Purpose  of  the  study,  according  to 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
personnel  who  conducted  it.  was  to  dis¬ 
cover  five-fold  information: 

•  What  are  the  favorite  hymns  of  the 
United  Methodist  membership? 

•  What  is  the  exact  order  of  prefer¬ 
ence  for  these  hymns? 

•  How  does  hymn  preference  vary 
with  demographic  and  geographic  fac¬ 
tors  such  as  size  of  church,  region  of 
the  country,  and  church  ethnic  compo¬ 
sition? 

•  How  many  United  Methodist 
churches  currently  use  "The  Book  of 
Hymns,”  and  what  other  hymnals  and 
songbooks  are  being  used? 

•  What  are  the  specific  concerns 
pastors  have  in  reference  to  the  new 
hymnal,  and  what  are  the  current  un¬ 
met  needs  in  this  area? 

The  study  and  a  series  of  meetings 
by  the  full  committee  and  several  sub¬ 


committees  are  in  response  to  a  man¬ 
date  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
that  revision  of  the  current  hymnal  be 
studied  and  a  report  presented  to  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  of  Iowa  chairs 
the  committee,  and  the  Rev  Carlton  R. 
Young  is  the  committee’s  salaried  edi¬ 
tor.  Dr.  Young  also  edited  the  current 
"Book  of  Hymns"  published  in  1964. 

The  survey  showed  that  eight  of  10 
United  Methodist  churches  cited  the 
Book  of  Hymns"  as  their  primary  hym¬ 
nal.  Of  those  who  say  they  use  other 
hymnals  or  songbooks.  the  most  (33  per¬ 
cent)  said  they  use  the  Cokesbury  hym¬ 
nal. 

Only  eight  hymns  were  mentioned  as 
"favorites"  by  as  many  as  10  percent  of 
the  churches 
In  order  behind  the  top  three,  they 
are: 

•  The  Old  Rugged  Cross 

•  Blessed  Assurance 

•  Holy.  Holy.  Holy 

•  What  a  Friend 

•  All  Hail  the  Power 

Pastors  listed  a  variety  of  concerns 
about  hymns  and  hymnals.  Two  con¬ 
cerns  most  mentioned  (by  14  percent  of 
the  respondents)  were:  (1)  Use  caution 
in  changing  language  about  God.  and 
(2)  select  more  singable,  lower  key 
hymns  for  smaller  churches. 

Twelve  percent  of  pastors  wanted 
more  contemporary  hymns.  Eleven 
percent  said  "bring  back  old  favor¬ 
ites.” 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
also  received  a  report  during  its  May 
13-14  meeting  on  a  survey  of  worship 
resources  That  and  other  information 
from  the  committee's  latest  meeting 
will  be  reported  in  a  subsequent  issue 
of  the  Reporter 

-JOHN  A  LOVELACE 


New  agency  emphasizes  new  areas,  avoids  clash  with  Global  Ministries 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— The  unofficial  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  for  United  Methodists  avoided  di¬ 
rect  clashes  with  official  denominational 
work  by  assigning  its  first  10  missionar¬ 
ies  to  areas  or  jobs  where  the  official 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
not  involved. 

According  to  several  church  leaders, 
including  some  from  Global  Ministries, 
the  nature  of  the  assignments  has  lent 
support  to  the  Mission  Society’s  claim 
that  it  seeks  to  be  a  supplemental  mis¬ 
sionary-sending  agency— filling  gaps  left 
by  Global  Ministries— rather  than  a  rival. 

Nonetheless,  tension  between  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  and  the  denomination’s  ad¬ 
ministrative  order  remains  apparent. 
One  clergyman  now  must  choose  between 
going  to  Ghana  as  a  Mission  Society  mis¬ 
sionary  or  obeying  his  bishop  who  an¬ 
nounced  last  week  the  clergyman  cannot 
remain  in  full  connection  with  his  annual 
conference  if  he  accepts  his  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  assignment  (see  story  below  right). 

Assignments  announced 

Potential  threats  and  advantages 
posed  by  the  Mission  Society— much  de¬ 
bated  the  last  year  and  a  half— ceased 
being  so  hypothetical  last  week  with  the 
"sending  forth"  of  10  real  persons  to  five 
mission  assignments  on  four  continents. 

The  assignments  are: 

The  Rev.  Florencio  and  Maria  Guz¬ 
man,  to  teach  members  of  tiny,  fledgling 
Methodist  churches  in  Colombia,  South 
America,  and  plant  new  churches. 

Dr.  William  and  Mary  Markle,  to  do 
medical  ministry  in  connection  with  Bi¬ 
ble  translation  in  Indonesia. 

The  Rev.  John  and  Rosalie  Rentz,  to 
work  with  Bible  translation  in  the  Solo¬ 
mon  Islands,  near  Australia. 

The  Rev.  Max  and  Patricia  Borah,  to 
train  Methodist  lay  pastors  and  do  medi¬ 


cal  ministry  in  Ghana,  Africa. 

Herbert  and  Mary  Moushon,  to  work 
with  United  Methodist  Navajo  minis¬ 
tries,  especially  a  home  for  battered 
women,  in  the  Four  Corners  area  of  New 
Mexico,  Colorado,  Arizona  and  Utah. 

Missionaries  explain  choice 

Mr.  Guzman,  a  Peruvian  citizen,  and 
his  wife,  a  Mexican,  explained  at  a  press 
conference  in  Dallas  why  they  prefer  to 
work  through  the  Mission  Society. 

“I  believe  the  solution  for  the  world’s 
problems  is  Jesus  Christ,”  Mr.  Guzman 
said.  "I  believe  the  Mission  Society  has 
this  vision. 

"We  worked  in  Mexico  for  six  years 
related  to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
but  didn’t  see  this  vision.  We  were  frus¬ 
trated  because  of  the  emphasis  on  social 
action  and  not  on  preaching  the  Gospel 
or  helping  develop  the  Mexican  church." 

For  the  Markles,  in  private  medical 
practice  in  Virginia,  their  choice  was  be¬ 
tween  doing  linguistic  work  separate 
from  their  lifelong  United  Methodist 
Church  ties  or  having  what  they  consider 
strong  continued  ties  with  the  church. 

They  will  work  in  Indonesia  through 
Wycliff  Bible  Translators.  “But  if  we’d 
just  gone  through  Wycliff,  we’d  have  had 
very  little  personal  backup  other  than  the 
individuals  who  have  pledged  to  support 
us  financially,”  Dr.  Markle,  a  medical 
doctor,  said.  “Now,  the  Mission  Society 
gives  us  a  much  larger  prayer  backup  in¬ 
cluding  whole  congregations  in  our  own 
denomination.” 

(The  Mission  Society  will  help  each 
missionary  raise  at  least  half  their  fi¬ 
nancial  support  and  will  provide  the  re¬ 
mainder  from  Mission  Society  funds). 

“We  feel  our  work  connected  in  this 
way  can  help  the  United  Methodist  Church 
catch  a  vision  for  mission,”  said  Mrs. 
Markle,  a  registered  nurse. 

The  Rentzes  said  they  have  been  seek- 
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"An  open  door  to  excellence  in  the  ministry 
of  administration." 


BISHOP  JAMES  S  THOMAS 
Preiidenl  of  the  Coundl  of  Bishop*. 
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Society  is  being  transformed  by  the 
computer.  The  Church,  as  a  part  of  the 
fabric  of  society,  is  a  part  of  that  transfor¬ 
mation.  The  impact  of  technology  on 
culture  has  changed  the  way  we  live. 

How  we  minister  today,  must  take  into 
account  the  computer,  as  it  touches  the  most  vital  aspect  of  our  daily  lives.  Computers  can 
be  helpful  in  administration,  stewardship,  accounting  and  numerous  other  ways  in  our 
Church  today.  The  computer  should  be  seen  as  a  tool  (and  it  is  only  a  tool)  to  be  used 
effectively  in  improving  and  bringing  about  an  orderly  and  inspirational  ministry. 

UMIS,  The  United  Methodist  Information  System,  was  exclusively  designed  for  United 
Methodist  Churches  and  Church  personnel  by  United  Methodist  people  and  computer 
professionals.  UMIS  is  designed  to  help  The  United  Methodist  Church  with  membership, 
contributions  and  accounting  functions. 

The  UMIS  systems  were  developed  in  cooperation  with  the  General  Council  of  Finance  and 
Administration,  annual  conferences,  local  pastors,  the  Committee  on  Forms  and  Records, 
and  with  input  from  other  Boards  and  Agencies  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

There  are  two  UMIS  systems.  The  UM1S/300  for  churches  with  less  than  300  members  and 
UMIS/Plus  for  churches  with  over  300  members. 

The  basic  software  packages  to  manage  membership  data,  finances  and  contributions  will 
be  supplemented  by  a  number  of  other  packages.  The  Ministers'  Personal  Package.  Music 
Program  and  Church  Administration  modules  are  available  for  both  UMIS  Systems. 

To  order  a  UMIS  System  for  your  Church,  or  obtain  specific  information  contact: 

Anthony  ].  Tolbert  III,  Director  of  Electronic  Publishing 
United  Methodist  Information  System 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway,  Pirk  Ridge,  Illinois  60068  (312)  299-4411 
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ing  a  mission  assignment  in  linguistics 
from  Global  Ministries  since  1980  but 
have  been  told  translation  is  not  a  priori¬ 
ty  of  the  board’s  work. 

"1  am  thankful  to  God  for  the  Mission 
Society  because  we  can  stay  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  do  what  we 
feel  called  to  do,”  said  Mr.  Rentz  of  the 
South  Georgia  Annual  Conference. 

Competition  ‘diminished’ 

Peggy  Billings,  chief  executive  of 
Global  Ministries’  World  Program  Divi¬ 
sion,  told  the  Reporter,  "Because  we  are 
still  involved  in  dialogue  with  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists,  I’m 
determined  to  observe  the  rules  of  dia¬ 
logue  and  not  to  criticize  the  society." 

She  said  three  major  concerns  about 
potential  damage  from  the  Mission  Socie¬ 
ty  have  been  allayed  thus  far.  They  were 
that  the  society’s  missionaries  would 
compete  with  Global  Ministries  mission¬ 
aries,  that  churches  in  other  nations 
would  be  confused  by  receiving  mission¬ 
aries  from  two  United  Methodist  sources 
and  that  the  society  would  support  its 
missionaries  with  funds  pulled  away 
from  Global  Ministries. 

She  expressed  those  concerns  a  year 
ago  in  a  dialogue  between  herself  and 
the  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  Mission  Society 
president,  while  speaking  to  a  meeting  of 
editors  of  United  Methodist  Reporter  an¬ 
nual  conference  editions. 

Dr.  Maclin  assured  her  then  that  the 
society  planned  to  do  none  of  those. 

Ms.  Billings  said  last  week:  "At  this 
point,  I  don’t  believe  there  has  been  any 
impact  on  our  financial  support.  ” 

She  said  the  Mission  Society  "has  chosen 
its  places  carefully  so  the  issues  of  compe¬ 
tition  and  confusion  are  greatly  dimin¬ 
ished  by  their  working  where  we  (Global 
Ministries)  don’t  have  a  relationship." 

Global  Ministries  work  told 

Ms.  Billings  and  Dr.  Maclin  last  week 
separately  reviewed  Mission  Society  as¬ 
signments  in  comparison  with  Global 
Ministries  work. 

Global  Ministries  has  no  relationship 
with  the  Methodist  Church  in  Colombia, 
Ms.  Billings  said.  The  board  has  an 
agreement  with  the  Council  of  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  America  that  the 
council  has  primary  responsibility  for 
any  mission  work  in  Colombia,  she  said. 

Dr.  Maclin  said  the  churches  in  Co¬ 
lombia  were  planted  in  the  70s  by  the 
Methodist  bishop  of  Cuba  and  that  the 
Latin  America  council  has  done  nothing 
to  nurture  them.  He  said  the  Colombian 
congregations  asked  the  Mission  Society 
for  help. 

"They  are  eager  to  be  part  of  the  world 
Methodist  community  and  to  be  grounded 
in  Wesleyanism.  But  unless  somebody  acts 
quickly,  we  fear  they’ll  lose  interest  and 
drop  out,"  Dr.  Maclin  said. 

Global  Ministries  has  no  mission  per¬ 
sonnel  in  Ghana.  Ms.  Billings  said.  The 
president  of  the  British-related  Ghana 
Methodist  Church  asked  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  for  help,  Dr.  Maclin  said. 

Global  Ministries  does  have  one  cou¬ 
ple.  James  and  Betty  Murray,  in  the  Sol¬ 
omon  Islands  at  a  lay  training  center. 
The  Rentzes  said  their  translation  work 
with  minority  tribes  was  requested  by 
the  Solomon  Island  Christian  Association 
which  includes  a  Methodist  bishop. 

Ms  Billings  said  Global  Ministries  has 
several  missionaries  in  Indonesia  where 
Methodist  membership  is  booming.  How¬ 
ever.  she  said  the  board  is  not  related  to 
any  Bible  translation  work  in  Indonesia 
or  the  Solomon  Islands. 

The  Markles  said  they  will  work  with 
minority  Indonesian  tribes  who  speak 
more  than  400  languages  in  which  the 
Scriptures  have  not  been  translated. 


Ms.  Billings  said  she  did  not  want  peo¬ 
ple  to  have  the  impression  that  Global 
Ministries  is  uninterested  in  translation. 

"We  regard  it  as  very  important  work," 
she  said.  When  an  overseas  church  asks 
for  translation  help,  "we  respond."  Global 
Ministries  has  Bible  translators  in  Zaire 
(Marvin  Wolford)  and  in  Liberia  (Nancy 
Lightfoot),  she  said. 

How  do  missionaries  differ? 

Since  a  primary  reason  for  forming 
the  Mission  Society  was  said  to  be  a  defi¬ 
cient  emphasis  by  Global  Ministries  on 
offering  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Mission  Society’s  first  assignees  seem 
to  some  observers  notable  in  the  absence 
of  a  preaching  evangelist. 

The  Reporter  asked  Dr. Maclin  what  dif¬ 
ferences  about  the  society’s  missionaries 
justify  the  setting  up  of  an  agency  outside 
the  structures  of  the  denomination. 

Dr  Maclin,  a  Global  Ministries  staff 
member  for  nearly  three  decades  until 


formation  of  the  society,  said  the  most 
obvious  difference  is  that  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  is  increasing  the  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  while  Global  Ministries  has 
reduced  the  number  of  missionaries  by 
about  1,500  since  1960.  Although  Global 
Ministries  pledged  a  year  ago  to  start  in¬ 
creasing  the  number  in  response  to 
many  unmet  requests  from  overseas 
churches,  it  hasn’t  yet.  Dr.  Maclin  said. 

Another  major  difference,  he  said,  is 
that  the  Mission  Society  is  concentrating 
on  frontiers  of  Christianity  where 
churches  are  weak  or  don’t  exist.  A 
pledge  by  Global  Ministries  a  year  ago 
to  start  a  frontier  missions  program  re¬ 
mains  in  the  planning  stage  (see  UMR, 
May  3),  he  said. 

Dr.  Maclin  said:  “Global  Ministries 
has  many  missionaries  virtually  identi¬ 
cal  with  ours  in  their  vocation  of  service 
and  the  way  they  use  their  personal  lives 
during  ministries  of  service  to  share  per¬ 
sonal  experiences  in  Christ. 


But  Mission  Society  missionaries 
have  that  as  a  much  clearer  goal.  The 
Global  Ministries  staff  and  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  place  their  priority  on  service.” 

Dr.  Maclin  said  one  can  see  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  emphasis  by  looking  at  this 
spring’s  Global  Ministries  board  meeting 
which  was  dominated  by  discussions  and 
actions  on  a  grape  boycott,  the  economic 
crisis  on  farms,  U  S.  foreign  policy  to¬ 
ward  Nicaragua  and  other  social  issues. 

All  those  issues  are  appropriate  for 
Christian  action.  Dr  Maclin  said,  but  vir¬ 
tually  no  concern  was  shown  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  for  the  evangelism  of  the  world. 

He  said  the  Mission  Society  seeks  to 
avoid  the  criticism  in  a  1983  paper  by 
Bishop  Ole  Borgen  (Northern  Europe), 
now  Council  of  Bishops  president.  Bishop 
Borgen  said  Global  Ministries  had 
turned  its  priorities  upside  down  by 
making  the  "fruits  of  the  faith"  (service) 
more  important  than  the  "roots  of  the 
faith"  (helping  people  know  Christ). 


DALLAS— Five  couples  kneel  at  the  Highland  Park 
UMC  altar  as  part  of  the  service  which  “sent  them 
forth”  as  the  first  missionaries  for  the  new  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  for  United  Methodists  headquartered  in  Atlanta. 
Facing  the  missionaries  and  leading  the  service  are 


Mission  Society  officers  from  left,  the  Rev.  Ira 
Gallaway,  chairman  of  the  board;  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Mac¬ 
lin,  president,  and  the  Rev.  Leighton  Farrell,  vice 
president. 
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Bishop  won’t  appoint  one  missioner 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Bishop  Woodie  White  (Illinois  Area) 
announced  last  week  he  will  not  appoint 
the  Rev.  Max  Borah  to  go  to  Ghana  as  a 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists 
missionary. 

Mr.  Borah  presumably  faces  options 
of  surrendering  his  clergy  credentials, 
accepting  another  appointment  from  his 
bishop  or  seeking  to  be  placed  on  a  leave 
of  absence  so  he  can  accept  the  Mission 
Society  assignment. 

Bishop  White  said  he  based  his  deci¬ 
sion  on  actions  of  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  of  the  recent  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  (see  UMR,  May  10). 

"I  do  not  believe  that  I  as  a  bishop  of 
the  church  can  appoint  the  Borahs  to  a 
ministry  outside  the  United  States  in 
which  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  is  in  fact  acting  as  the  send¬ 
ing  agency,"  he  said  in  his  statement. 
"Such  an  appointment  would  be  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  1984 
General  Conference  action  affirming  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as 
the  sole  sending  agency  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church."  He  said  he  believes 
the  Mission  Society  is  in  competition 
with  Global  Ministries. 


Mr  Borah  is  in  his  eighth  year  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Sesser  (Ill.)  UMC. 

The  assignment  of  him  and  his  wife, 
Patricia,  is  by  far  the  most  controversial 
made  by  the  new  unofficial  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety.  Lay  persons  do  not  need  approval  by 
their  bishops,  and  the  two  other  clergy¬ 
men  involved  told  the  Reporter  they 
have  been  assured  there  is  no  problem 
with  their  appointments. 

The  president  of  Ghana’s  Methodist 
Church  asked  Bishop  White  to  appoint 
Mr.  Borah  to  a  theological  school  for  lay 
pastors  who  go  into  unchurched  areas  to 
plant  new  congregations. 

The  Ghana  church  president  told  Bish¬ 
op  White  he  had  arranged  financing 
Bishop  White  said  he  knew  the  presi¬ 
dent  had  worked  out  the  request  with  the 
Mission  Society  and  that  the  society 
would  be  providing  the  financial  support 
The  question  of  appointing  missionar¬ 
ies  through  the  new  Mission  Society  had 
become  a  topic  of  closed-door  sessions 
last  month  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  in 
Seattle.  According  to  the  council  secre¬ 
tary,  the  bishops  agreed  that  such  ap¬ 
pointments  would  be  legal  under  denomi¬ 
national  rules  and  the  decision  belonged 
to  each  individual  bishop 


On  Thursday  of  the  Seattle  meeting,  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive 
of  Global  Ministries,  met  with  several 
bishops  and  worked  out  an  understand¬ 
ing  that  Global  Ministries  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  send  the  Borahs  to  Ghana  as  its 
missionaries,  according  to  Peggy  Bill¬ 
ings,  head  of  Global  Ministries’  overseas 
missions  division. 

That  night— four  days  before  the  Bo¬ 
rahs  were  to  be  "sent  forth"  by  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  in  Dallas-the  Borahs  got  a 
call  from  their  district  superintendent 
offering  the  appointment. 

However,  the  Borahs  said  they  reject¬ 
ed  the  Global  Ministries  offer  because  of 
its  late  timing  and  the  feeling  that  it 
never  would  have  been  made  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Mission  Society's  work. 

The  Borahs  said  at  the  Dallas  press 
conference  that  a  three-year  attempt  to 
become  Global  Ministries  missionaries 
had  soured  them  on  accepting  the  offer. 
They  went  all  the  way  through  the  board 
process.  But  because  of  country  and  task 
changes  in  their  assignment  and  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  orientation  which  they  felt 
was  overloaded  with  a  liberation  theol¬ 
ogy  bias,  the  Borahs  said  they  backed  out. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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Fat  her -daughter  team 
aids  area’s  handicapped 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
ALMA,  Mich  — A  physically  disabled 
United  Methodist  father-daughter  team 
says  they  get  a  spiritual  lift  by  support¬ 
ing  others. 

The  Rev.  Donald  L.  Warmouth,  a  re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  minister  and 
chaplain,  and  his  foster-daughter, 
Christine  Kinkead,  a  former  college 
dean,  have  spent  18  years  providing 
equipment  and  services  at  no  cost  to 
handicapped  and  home-bound  persons. 
Their  enterprise  is  called  the  “Handi- 
cappers  Information  Council  and  Pa¬ 
tient  Equipment  Locker.” 

Living  in  this  small  town  of  10,000, 
150  miles  northwest  of  Detroit.  Mr. 
Warmouth,  77,  and  Ms.  Kinkead,  54, 
serve  as  director  and  co-director  of  the 
growing  organization  without  pay.  Mr. 
Warmouth’s  wife  Norma,  who  is  legal¬ 
ly  blind  and  has  circulatory  problems, 
supports  her  family’s  organization  with 
spirited  enthusiasm. 

Majority  aided  are  oldsters 

Thanks  to  the  father-daughter  team's 
efforts,  more  than  1,000  persons  in  the 
mid-Michigan  area  have  received 
equipment  such  as  hospital  beds, 
wheelchairs  and  commodes  since  1968. 
The  majority  of  recipients  are  senior 
citizens.  The  remainder  are  unem¬ 
ployed  or  without  medical  insurance. 

In  addition  to  lending  and  delivering 
patient  equipment  free  of  cost,  the  or¬ 
ganization  provides  a  referral  service 
that  directs  persons  to  assistance  such 
as  emergency  housing  and  the  veter¬ 
ans’  trust  fund. 

The  Patient  Equipment  Locker  also 
provides  a  free  counseling  service  di¬ 
rected  by  Ms.  Kinkead.  a  registered 
nurse  and  trained  counselor.  The  coun¬ 
seling  service  includes  support  groups 
for  persons  with  impaired  sight  and 
Alzheimer’s  disease,  more  commonly 
known  as  Lou  Gehrig’s  disease. 

Mr.  Warmouth  explained  that  the  or¬ 
ganization  works  with  over  40  health 
services  agencies  and  many  physicians 
in  the  area  to  smooth  patients’  transi¬ 
tions  from  hospital  to  home. 

Dr.  Jack  Stack,  an  Alma  family  phy¬ 
sician,  praised  the  efforts  of  Mr.  War¬ 
mouth  and  Ms.  Kinkead.  “All 
physicians  in  this  area  are  benefitting 
due  to  their  Patient  Equipment  pro¬ 
gram,’’  he  said.  “Many  people  recuper¬ 
ate  better  at  home,  and  long  hospital 
stays  are  becoming  prohibitive  due  to 
the  high  costs.  They  have  done  the 
community  a  real  service. 

““Also  they  are  involved  with  and 
care  about  people  they  help." 

The  organization  is  financed  primar¬ 
ily  through  donations.  Its  $75,000  bud¬ 
get  supports  the  six  paid  employees 


and  patient  services.  Other  operational 
concerns  and  future  plans  are  overseen 
by  the  Patient  Equipment  Locker’s  12- 
member  board  of  trustees. 

The  organization  operates  from  a 
roomy  facility  that  once  held  a  mobile 
home  dealership.  Prior  to  moving  to 
the  larger  quarters  in  May  1984,  Mr. 
Warmouth  and  Ms.  Kinkead  worked 
out  of  the  family's  mobile  home. 

Both  have  been  hospitalized 

The  two  have  first-hand  knowledge 
of  the  merits  of  home  rehabilitation. 
Both  have  spent  months  in  hospitals  as 
well  as  in  home  therapy.  A  shell  blast 
wounded  Mr.  Warmouth’s  spine  in 
World  War  II,  and  Ms.  Kinkead  has  epi¬ 
lepsy  as  well  as  multiple  sclerosis,  al¬ 
though  the  latter  is  in  remission. 

It  was  Ms.  Kinkead’s  bout  with  mul¬ 
tiple  sclerosis  that  brought  the  necessi¬ 
ty  of  patient  equipment  “home”  for  Mr. 
Warmouth.  She  was  diagnosed  with 
multiple  sclerosis  in  1968  while  dean  of 
women  at  Alma  College. 

She  and  her  foster  father  soon  learned 
that  the  equipment  needed  for  her  home 
physical  therapy  was  expensive.  They 
also  learned  that  there  were  other 
multiple  sclerosis  patients  in  the  area 
who  also  needed  physical  therapy  equip¬ 
ment  but  were  unable  to  afford  it. 

While  searching  for  used  equipment 
for  his  foster  daughter’s  home  therapy, 
Mr.  Warmouth  began  to  collect  donat¬ 
ed  equipment  for  others.  He  soon  se¬ 
cured  numerous  items  and  stored  the 
equipment  in  a  small  garage  behind  his 
home.  Thus  the  Patient  Equipment 
Locker  was  born. 

Despite  being  bedfast  two  years  and 
confined  to  a  wheelchair  two  more 
years,  Ms.  Kinkead,  too,  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  help  others.  While  incapaci¬ 
tated  she  read  all  she  could  about 
multiple  sclerosis  with  the  intention  of 
doing  something  about  it  for  others. 
That  "something"  was  locating  other 
persons  in  the  area  who  have  multiple 
sclerosis  and  organizing  a  county  mul¬ 
tiple  sclerosis  support  group  that  is  an 
affiliate  of  the  nearby  Saginaw  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  National  Multiple  Sclerosis 
Society. 

Faith  made  the  difference 

She  attributes  her  ability  to  care  for 
others  despite  her  physical  sufferings 
to  her  Christian  faith.  "There  was  a 
time  when  I  was  so  low  physically  that 
I  prayed  to  God  either  to  allow  me  to 
recover  and  not  be  a  burden  to  others 
or  to  take  me  home,"  she  recalled. 

“  Without  God  I  could  not  have 
snapped  back  from  my  illness  or  had 
the  strength  to  complete  physical  ther¬ 
apy.  Let’s  face  it,  I’ve  been  blessed,  and 
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Suit  would  block  U.S. 
from  sanctuary  action 


ALMA,  Mich.  —  Standing  in  front  of  Handicappers  Information  Council 
and  Patient  Equipment  Locker  headquarters  are  the  organization’s  co¬ 
director,  Christine  Kinkead,  and  founding  director  the  Rev.  Don  War¬ 
mouth.  The  two  have  invested  18  years  in  this  enterprise. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  GRATIOT  COUNTY  HERALD 


as  a  result  I  feel  called  by  God  to  help 
others  struggling  with  illnesses.” 

Like  his  foster  daughter,  Mr.  War¬ 
mouth  was  enabled  by  a  strong  Chris¬ 
tian  conviction  to  rise  above  illness. 
Although  he  lives  with  continuous  spi¬ 
nal  discomfort  and  has  had  seven  oper¬ 
ations  to  reduce  the  pain,  Mr. 
Warmouth  refuses  to  slow  down  in  his 
community  involvement  and  public 
outreach. 

“I  haven’t  had  a  day  without  pain 
since  the  shell  blast  in  April  1943,”  he 
said.  "I  use  that  constant  pain  to  re¬ 
mind  me  that  there  is  too  much  work  to 
be  done  for  others  and  I  can’t  sit 
down,"  he  joked. 

““When  I  became  disabled  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  service  I  made  a  commitment  to 
God  that  if  I  recovered  I  would  help 
others.  Now  when  I  see  something  that 
needs  to  be  done  I  ask  myself,  ‘How 
would  God  handle  this?’  and  then  I 
move  with  Him  to  complete  the  job.” 


Mr.  Warmouth’s  community  service 
has  not  gone  unnoticed.  He  has  re¬ 
ceived  commendations  for  it  from 
Michigan’s  Governor  Blanchard  and 
President  Reagan.  Most  recently  he 
was  the  recipient  of  the  distinguished 
alumni  service  award  from  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology. 

In  addition  to  being  community  lead¬ 
ers,  Mr.  Warmouth  and  Ms.  Kinkead 
are  also  active  members  and  role  mod¬ 
els  at  Ithaca  United  Methodist  Church, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Nolan  Williams, 
pastor.  "They  are  fantastic,  energetic 
people  who  have  been  through  a  lot 
physically  but  who  do  so  much  for  oth¬ 
ers,”  he  said.  “They  are  of  service  for 
the  church  any  time  they  are  needed.” 

Mr.  Warmouth  was  pastor  of  Ithaca 
UMC  for  five  years.  Now  he  serves  as 
pastor  emeritus  and  still  preaches  fre¬ 
quently.  Ms.  Kinkead  is  a  certified  lay 
speaker  and  speaks  frequently. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO— A  suit  seeking  to 
bar  the  federal  government  from  any 
new  prosecution  in  instances  of  Central 
Americans  seeking  sanctuary  in  the 
United  States  was  filed  May  7  in  federal 
district  court  here. 

More  than  70  religious  and  other 
groups  are  supporting  the  action.  Includ¬ 
ed  are  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society;  Wheadon  UMC  in 
Evanston,  Ill.;  Walker  UMC  in  Minne¬ 
apolis;  and  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action,  an  independent  organiza¬ 
tion. 

The  suit  seeks  to  bar  Attorney  General 
Edwin  Meese  III  from  any  additional 
prosecutions  of  persons  providing  sanc¬ 
tuary.  It  also  asks  that  the  commissioner 
of  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Services  be  prohibited  from  arresting 
and  deporting  Salvadorans  and  Guate¬ 
malans  in  the  United  States  until  condi¬ 
tions  of  civil  war  and  human  rights  viola¬ 
tions  in  those  countries  have  ceased. 

Sarah  Wunsch,  a  staff  attorney  for  the 
Center  for  Constitutional  Rights  in  New 
York  City,  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that  the  suit  is  built  on  a  broader 
base  than  escape  from  political  persecu¬ 
tion  alone. 

Federal  statutes,  she  said,  prohibit  the 
U.S.  government  from  sending  people 
back  to  a  country  where  their  lives 
would  be  in  danger  from  war  or  human 
rights  violations. 

The  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights 


and  the  National  Lawyers  Guild  filed  the 
suit  on  behalf  of  the  more  than  70  nation¬ 
al  and  local  groups. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  vot¬ 
ed  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  in  March 
to  become  a  party  to  the  action. 

In  January,  the  federal  government 
indicted  16  persons  on  charges  of  con¬ 
spiracy  and  transporting  and  harboring 
illegal  aliens.  Included  were  two  United 
Methodists  — Phil  Conger  and  Peggy 
Hutchison,  both  of  Tucson,  Ariz. 

More  than  60  illegal  refugees  were  ar¬ 
rested  at  the  same  time,  including  a 
family  which  had  been  given  sanctuary 
by  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Germantown,  Pa. 

A  hearing  for  the  sanctuary  workers  is 
scheduled  for  late  May  in  federal  district 
court  in  Phoenix.  At  issue  will  be  wheth¬ 
er  the  defendants  will  be  allowed  to 
testify  that  they  were  motivated  by 
religious  principles.  Federal  prosecutors 
have  asked  that  testimony  be  limited  to 
facts  in  the  case. 

Also  in  dispute  is  whether  about  100 
tape  recordings  made  surreptitiously  by 
two  infiltrators  of  meetings  at  a  Tucson 
church  can  be  introduced  as  evidence  by 
the  government. 

About  a  dozen  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations,  including  the  two  which  are 
party  to  the  suit  filed  May  7,  have  de¬ 
clared  themselves  to  be  sanctuaries.  The 
1984  General  Conference  supported  the 
concept,  and  the  Council  of  Bishops  reaf¬ 
firmed  that  stand  at  its  late-April  meet¬ 
ing  in  Seattle. 


Caribbean  nations  expel 
UMs  in  Ag  Missions  team 


the  church  today 


Seminary  announces  new 
fellowship  program 

EVANSTON.Ill.— Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  has  announced 
formation  of  a  fellowship  program  for 
master  of  divinity  candidates. 

Known  as  the  Hutchinson  program,  it 
will  provide  up  to  six  fellowships  per 
year  for  men  and  women  who  exhibit 
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"extraordinary  intellectual  and  spiritual 
gifts  for  Christian  ministry."  The  pro¬ 
gram  includes  full  tuition  plus  room  and 
board.  Eventually  up  to  18  recipients  of 
the  fellowship  will  be  enrolled  each  year. 

The  program  is  made  possible  by  a 
gift  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  Y.  Hutch¬ 
inson.  Dr.  Hutchinson  recently  retired  as 
a  long-time  trustee  of  the  seminary. 

Religion,  education  linked 
in  conference  at  Emory 

ATLANTA— Emory  University’s  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Faith  Development  will  present  a 
conference  on  “Religion  and  the  Future 
of  Public  Education”  June  16-21  at  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology. 

Martin  Marty,  associate  editor  of 


Be  Prepared 


for  Your  1985-86  Adult  Sunday  School  Class 
With  These  Popular  Interdenominational  Resources 


The  International  Lesson 
Annual,  1985-86 

Relevant  and  timely,  this 
invaluable  resource  enables 
teachers  of  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lesson  Series 
develop  step-by-step  lesson  plans 
for  every  Sunday  from  September 
1985  through  August  1986.  Only 
$7.50,  paper,  ISBN  0-687-19149-1 


Class  Devotions,  1985-86 

Designed  to  accompany  The 
International  Lesson  Annual. 
Peloubet's  Notes,  Higley's, 
Broadman  Comments,  Tarbell’s 
and  Standard,  Class  Devotions  is 
also  a  viable  tool  by  itself.  Each  of 
the  52  devotions  begins  with  a 
Bible  reading,  followed  by  a  short 
narrative  illustration  and  closes 
with  a  brief  prayer.  Only,  $5.95, 
paper,  ISBN  0-687-08625-6 


Christian  Century  magazine;  Richard 
Neuhaus,  director  of  the  Center  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Society;  Parker  Palmer, 
author;  and  Sharon  Parks,  professor  at 
Harvard  Divinity  School,  are  among 
main  speakers. 

The  conference  will  explore  what 
forms  “paideia”  (the  Greek  word  for 
educational  excellence)  might  take  in 
American  education.  Participants  will 
examine  whether  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  religion  and  education  is  limited 
to  the  prominent  issues  of  school  prayer, 
creation  vs.  evolution  and  public  funding 
for  private  schools,  or  if  the  issues  are 
more  complex. 

Drew  student  wins  prize 
in  historical  research 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)-A  student  in 
the  Drew  University  Theological  School 
has  won  first  place  in  a  research  and 
writing  competition  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History. 

Linda  L.  Burry  received  the  award  for 
her  essay  on  the  ministry  of  a  woman  in 
the  early  19th  century.  The  winning  work 
is  entitled  "Called  by  God/Forbidden  by 
Man:  the  ministry  of  Fanny  Newell, 
1804-1824." 

Second  place  awards  were  given  joint¬ 
ly  to  Schuyler  Rhodes,  also  a  student  at 
Drew  Theological  School,  and  Philip 
Sloat  of  Emory  University's  Candler 
School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta. 

The  awards  are  intended  to  stimulate 
historical  scholarship  among  United 
Methodist  seminaries. 

Global  Ministries  board  acts 
on  American  rural  crisis 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  national 
division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  at  its  mid-April  meeting  shaped 
several  new  responses  to  the  needs  of 
persons  and  communities  overwhelmed 
by  economic  and  political  forces. 

The  division  voted  a  comprehensive 
plan  of  action  on  the  rural  crisis,  which 
later  went  to  the  entire  board.  It  calls 
for  support  of  the  1985  Farm  Bill,  direct 
investment  by  the  board  and  other 
church  units  in  rural  banks  and  suggest¬ 
ed  steps  annual  conferences  can  take  to 
help  congregations  and  clergy  build  sup¬ 
port  and  communities  for  hardpressed 
farm  families. 

UM  news  writer  wins 
national  story  award 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)  — A  news  story 
about  Native  American  spirituality  won 
an  award  in  the  annual  competition 
sponsored  by  the  Religious  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  Council. 

Frances  S.  Smith,  New  York  news  di¬ 
rector  for  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 


vice,  was  presented  a  DeRose/Hink- 
house  Award  of  Merit  on  a  report  she  did 
about  Native  Americans  and  the  lack  of 
the  word  “religion”  in  their  language. 
Life  and  religion  are  synonymous  and  all 
life  is  pervaded  by  sacredness,  she 
reported. 

Her  report  was  based  on  talks  and 
demonstrations  given  to  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Christian  Uni¬ 
ty  and  Interreligious  Concerns  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City  in  October  1984. 

Claremont  student  body  votes 
itself  a  ‘sanctuary’  unit 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.-The  student 
council  of  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  has  unanimously  voted  to  de¬ 
clare  the  student  body  a  sanctuary  for 
Central  American  refugees. 

The  action  was  initiated  by  the 
school’s  sanctuary  committee  through  a 
three-month  educational  campaign 
which  resulted  in  an  overwhleming  show 
of  support  by  the  student  body,  faculty 
and  staff. 

The  student  council  called  a  rally, 
news  conference  and  service  of  worship 
on  May  7  to  make  their  stance  public.  A 
resolution  states  that  the  students  would 
gather  material  aid  such  as  food  and 
clothing  for  distribution  in  the  refugee 
community  and  conduct  public  education 
by  arranging  for  refugees  to  speak  at 
seminary  classes. 

Mexican  Methodist  school 
celebrates  centennial 

MONTERREY,  Mexico— Celebrations 
marking  the  centennial  year  of  the 
Methodist  school,  Instituto  Laurens, 
were  held  here  recently. 

Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz  of  Mexico  City, 
head  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico 
Central  Conference,  and  Bishop  Miguel 
Hernandez  of  Monterrey,  head  of  the 
Fronteriza  (Northern  or  Border)  confer¬ 
ence,  participated. 

The  bilingual  Spanish— English  school 
enrolls  some  620  students  from  kinder¬ 
garten  through  Mexican  prepa  (high 
school).  Founded  in  1885,  it  was  first 
called  Colegio  Fronterizo.  The  name  was 
changed  in  1894  to  honor  posthumously 
the  Rev.  John  B.  Laurens,  Methodist 
minister  from  Virginia,  who  had  sent 
funds  to  make  the  school  possible. 

Marianne  Hutchinson,  wife  of  United 
Methodist  missionary  the  Rev.  William 
B.  Hutchinson,  directs  the  school’s  En¬ 
glish  program. 

The  school  offers  scholarships  to  chil¬ 
dren  of  Methodist  ministers.  The  schol¬ 
arship  fund  qualifies  for  contributions 
under  the  United  Methodist  Advance 
008408-7  R-B  Scholarship  Aid:  Instituto 
Laurens,  Monterrey. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK -Five  United  Methodists 
were  members  of  a  delegation  of  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  ejected  from  the  two-is¬ 
land  nation  of  Antigua  and  Barbuda  in 
late  April. 

The  29  included  directors  and  associ¬ 
ates  of  Agricultural  Missions,  Inc.,  a  ru¬ 
ral  development  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ.  They  had 
gone  to  the  Caribbean  nation  for  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  agency,  popularly 
known  as  Ag  Missions. 

"We  were  shocked  by  this  unexpected 
refusal,”  said  Ruth  Harris,  president  of 
Ag  Missions  and  a  staff  member  of  the 
World  Division,  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  Speaking  at  a  press  conference  the 
next  day  in  New  York,  she  noted  that  not 
only  were  they  expelled  without  expla¬ 
nation,  but  the  delegation  was  refused 
access  to  U.S.  diplomatic  representa¬ 
tives  in  the  country. 

Officers  of  Ag  Missions  went  to  Wash¬ 
ington  soon  thereafter  to  present  a  for¬ 
mal  protest  to  John  Foarde  of  the  U.S. 
State  Department’s  Office  of  Caribbean 
Affairs.  They  requested  the  State  De¬ 
partment  to  lodge  a  formal  protest  with 


the  Antigua  government  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  received  by  U.S.  citizens.  They  fur¬ 
ther  asked  the  department  to  seek  resti¬ 
tution  from  the  Antigua  government  for 
expenses  incurred  in  travel  to  the  island. 

Ag  Missions  officers  also  requested  an 
explanation  from  the  State  Department 
of  why  U.S.  diplomatic  representatives 
in  Antigua  were  unavailable  to  meet 
with  the  delegation. 

United  Methodists  expelled  from  the 
island  in  addition  to  Ms.  Harris  were 
Chester  Jones,  Franklin  Smith  and  Bar¬ 
bara  Weaver,  all  staff  members  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  Ag  Mis¬ 
sions  directors,  and  Pat  Callbeck 
Harper,  a  director  of  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  who  went  to  Antigua  as  an  observer. 

The  Rev.  James  Cogswell,  associate' 
general  secretary  of  the  NCC  and  head 
of  its  Department  of  Overseas  Minis¬ 
tries,  called  the  incident  "a  serious  viola¬ 
tion  of  religious  liberty.  We  are  a 
religious  organization  seeking  to  carry' 
out  a  mandate  in  Christian  mission," 
said  Mr.  Cogswell,  “to  work  with  the 
poor  as  they  seek  to  develop  the  means 
of  survival.” 


Methodist  women’s  film  to  air  again 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— It  may  not  be  another 
"E.T.”  or  “Raiders  of  the  Lost  Ark."  But 
"A  Lost  History”  is  definitely  a  film  that 
merits  seeing  a  second  time. 

That’s  why  NBC-TV  is  rebroadcasting 
the  hour-long  documentary  about  Meth¬ 
odist  women  past  and  present  on  Sunday, 
June  16  at  1  p.m.  Eastern  Daylight  Time. 

Narrated  by  actress  Lynn  Redgrave, 
“A  Lost  History"  interweaves  stories  of 
women’s  accomplishments  from  years  of 
Methodist  history. 

In  reviewing  the  documentary  last 
year,  Garlinda  Burton  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service  paid  tribute  to  the  “im¬ 
pressive  cast  of  characters  past  and 
present.”  Harriet  Tubman,  operator  of 
an  underground  railroad  for  fleeing 
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slaves;  Anna  Howard  Shaw,  first  Meth¬ 
odist  woman  ordained;  Mary  McLeod 
Bethune,  considered  the  most  influential 
black  woman  in  American  history,  and 
Frances  Willard,  social  reformer  and 
women’s  rights  pioneer,  are  among  the 
early  heroines  portrayed. 

They  were  joined  by  current  history- 
makers  such  as  Bishop  Marjorie  Mat¬ 
thews  and  Peggy  Hutchison,  whose  work 
on  behalf  of  the  Central  American  refu¬ 
gees  won  her  recognition  in  “Good 
Housekeeping"  magazine. 


Regency  Gowns  ^ 

$2195  UP 

EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wa9h 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207  ^ 


Powerful  testimony 

that  God  provides  steady 
navigation  through  stormy 
seas. 

Nuclear  winter .  .  .  Latin  Ameri¬ 
ca  ..  .  divorce  .  .  .  child  abuse.  .  . 
and  on  and  on.  The  world  is  an  ^ 
uncertain  place.  f 

But  William  H.  Hinson,  senior 
pastor  of  the  largest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  anywhere,  shows 
the  “wordly- weary”  that  uncer¬ 
tainty  and  doubt  can  be  over¬ 
come.  In  Solid  Living  in  a 
Shattered  World,  Hinson 
demonstrates  how  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  are  fresher  and  more 
relevant  than  anything  out  of  Time  magazine. 
Only  God,  he  says,  can  provide  that  oft- 
scught  but  seldom-found  pillar  of  stability;  he 
can  instill  confidence  in  the  midst  of  despair 
for  any  who  listen  to  him. 

Hinson's  new  book  is  an  important  rallying 
call  for  Christians  everywhere  who  seek  to 
have  their  lives  transformed  into  beacons  of 
certainty  and  wholeness.  Abingdon. 
A01-390486.  $8.95 
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Retreat  charges  spiritual  batteries 

Site  nestled  in  Poconos  serves  agrowing  number  of  Christians 


SOUSE 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
BANGOR,  Pa.  —  “My  name  is  Bill 
Whistler.  I’ve  been  here  before,  and  I've 
come  back  to  get  my  batteries  re¬ 
charged.” 

The  place  that  Mr.  Whistler  came 
back  to  was  Kirkridge,  a  Christian  re¬ 
treat  center  here  in  the  mountains  of 
northeastern  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Whis¬ 
tler,  who  once  designed  parts  for  nuclear 
missiles,  is  now  a  peace  activist. 

Each  year  close  to  5,000  people— 
many  of  them,  in  various  ways,  "outsid¬ 
ers"  in  their  churches  and  communi¬ 
ties— descend  on  these  quiet 
mountainside  woods  to  get  their  spiritual 
and  emotional  "batteries"  recharged. 

They  come  to  pray,  reflect  on  Scrip¬ 
ture,  enjoy  the  company  of  like-minded 
people,  and  search  for  a  personal  spiritu¬ 
al  life  closely  tied  to  involvement  in  so¬ 
cial  concerns  Such  is  the  unique  role 
that  this  offbeat  center  has  carved  out 
for  itself  in  the  lives  of  growing  numbers 
of  individuals  as  well  as  the  broader 
Christian  church. 

“There  is  a  resurgence  of  interest  in 
the  spiritual  journey,"  said  Dr.  Robert 
Raines,  a  former  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor  who  runs  the  ecumenical  center  along 
with  his  wife,  Cynthia  Hirni.  “There  is  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  many  people  to  inte¬ 
grate  the  inner  and  the  outer  —  love  of 
God  and  love  of  neighbor.  ’’ 

Since  its  founding  43  years  ago,  the 
Kirkridge  Retreat  and  Study  Center  has 
envisioned  itself  as  a  source  of  renewal, 
an  agent  of  “healing”  for  not  only  those 
on  the  spiritual  journey,  but  also  for  the 
institutional  church,  with  which  Kirk¬ 
ridge  has  always  had  "a  lover’s  quarrel,” 
according  to  Dr.  Raines.  The  center  has 
become  known  as  a  hospitable  place  for 
people  and  ideas  outside  the  mainstream 
of  church  and  society.  Often  those  move¬ 
ments  eventually  achieve  respectability 
and  become  major  items  on  the  agendas 
of  mainline  churches. 

During  the  1950s,  for  instance,  Kirk¬ 
ridge  drew  many  people  and  sponsored 
many  events  supporting  small-group  re¬ 
newal,  a  movement  in  which  congrega¬ 
tion  members  meet  during  the  week  for 
prayer  and  reflection.  This  type  of  activ¬ 
ity  has  become  a  priority  for  mainline 
denominations  in  the  1980s. 

In  the  1960s,  the  "ministry  of  the  laity" 
emerged  as  a  frequent  topic  for  Kirk¬ 
ridge  retreats.  Twenty  years  later,  dis¬ 
cussion  has  turned  to  practice. 

In  the  1970s,  the  hopes  and  frustrations 
that  surfaced  in  the  uninhibited  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  the  retreats  frequently  had  to 
do  with  women’s  rights,  unemployment, 
alcoholism,  and  homosexuality. 

While  continuing  to  hold  events  for 
people  with  these  concerns,  Kirkridge 
also  emerged  as  a  kind  of  spiritual  get¬ 
away  place  for  church-related  peace 
groups.  Many  of  these  groups  have  been 
influential  in  pushing  the  churches  to¬ 
ward  more  defiant  stands  against  the  nu- 


Presbyterian  foun  ded  Kirkridge 


From  Religious  News  Service 

BANGOR,  Pa.  —  Located  on  100  acres 
along  the  Appalachian  trail,  Kirkridge 
was  founded  in  1942  by  the  Rev.  John 
Oliver  Nelson,  a  Presbyterian  minister 
who,  at  age  91,  still  lives  near  the  re¬ 
treat  grounds. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  inspired  by  a  month¬ 
long  visit  he  made  in  1940  to  the  tiny  is¬ 
land  of  Iona  off  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland.  There,  the  Rev.  George  F. 
MacLeod,  shocked  by  severe  poverty  in 


Scotland,  had  established,  in  1938,  the 
Iona  Community— a  "holy  space”  to 
bring  together  "worship  and  work," 
rich  and  poor. 

Kirkridge  is  led  by  a  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  and  supports  itself  through  fees  for 
weekend  events,  usually  ranging  from 
$100  to  $125.  The  center  also  has  a 
scholarship  fund  for  those  who  want  to 
come  but  can’t  afford  to.  While  it  at¬ 
tracts  mostly  people  from  mainline 
Protestant  churches.  Catholics  make 
up  about  one-third  of  the  retreatants. 


clear  arms  race  and,  more  recently, 
against  U.S.  policies  in  Latin  America. 

At  the  end  of  a  weekend  of  prayer  and 
reflection  in  November,  1983,  for  in¬ 
stance,  a  coalition  of  peace  activists 
came  up  with  the  idea  of  Christians  en¬ 
gaging  in  mass  civil  disobedience  if  the 
United  States  significantly  escalated  its 
military  intervention  in  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  retreat  planted  the  seeds  for  a 
national  campaign  now  called  the 
"Pledge  of  Resistance."  So  far,  55,000 
people  throughout  the  country  have 
pledged  to  take  part  in  the  actions. 

In  March,  "peace  fellowship”  groups 
within  the  various  denominations  — 
among  them  Methodists,  Lutherans,  and 
Catholics— drew  together  here  to  make 
common  cause. 

Among  Kirkridge  events  many  have 
signed  up  for  this  summer  are  "An  Alter¬ 
native  Fourth  of  July”  to  examine  meth¬ 
ods  of  nonviolent  Christian  resistance  to 
objectionable  government  policies,  and 
"Pathways  to  the  Sacred"  for  those  seek¬ 
ing  to  cultivate  a  richer  spiritual  life. 
Taken  together,  the  two  programs  are  a 
perfect  illustration  of  the  informal  Kirk¬ 
ridge  slogan,  "picket  and  pray.” 

"For  the  Formerly  Married,"  a  three- 
day  event  Aug.  1-4  for  divorced  and  sep¬ 
arated  men  and  women  suffering  "pain, 
loss,  and  alienation,”  reflects  another  fo¬ 
cus  of  the  center.  Such  programs  deal 
with  needs  of  people  facing  personal  cri¬ 
ses  and  transitions  involving  careers, 
age,  family  relationships,  and  values. 

Dr.  Raines  and  Ms.  Hirni  will  lead  a 
June  14-16  retreat  examining  the  "chal¬ 
lenges  and  religious  invitations  inherent 
in  times  of  transition."  Both  of  them 
have  written  about  their  own  personal 
crises  involving  divorces  they  went 
through  before  marrying  and  coming  to 
Kirkridge  in  1974. 

Living  up  to  its  reputation  for  embrac¬ 
ing  ideas  outside  the  mainstream,  Kirk¬ 
ridge  plans  to  hold  a  June  28-July  2 
program  on  "Dreams,  Revelation,  and 
Resurrection,"  led  by  noted  author  Mor¬ 
ton  Kelsey  to  explore  the  role  of  dreams 
in  revealing  messages  from  God. 

Also  planned  is  an  "experiential"  sem¬ 
inar  to  explore  the  significance  of  the 
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“New  Physics,"  a  product  of  recent  dis¬ 
coveries  in  subatomic  physics  and  as¬ 
tronomy.  The  seminar  is  designed  for 
those  "proclaiming  the  Gospel  in  con¬ 
temporary  ministry.”  Another  retreat 
will  apply  the  theories  of  pioneering  psy¬ 
chologist  Carl  Jung  to  spiritual  concerns. 

Kirkridge’s  support  for  gay  and  lesbi¬ 
an  Christians  continues  with  a  June  6-9 
retreat  led  by  the  Rev.  John  McNeill,  a 
Jesuit  priest,  and  evangelical  feminist 
Virginia  Mollenkott.  It  was  a  1977  public 
confrontation  between  Father  McNeill 
and  the  Vatican— which  attempted  to  si¬ 
lence  him  for  his  writings  on  homosex¬ 


uality— that  sparked  the  center’s 
ministry  to  homosexuals.  The  controver¬ 
sy  led,  shortly  afterwards,  to  the  first 
Kirkridge  retreat  designed  for  homosex¬ 
uals  and  their  families  and  friends 

At  the  retreat  in  November,  Mr.  Whis¬ 
tler,  of  King  of  Prussia,  Pa.,  who  quit  his 
job  as  an  electrical  engineer  in  the  space 
division  of  General  Electric  in  1980, 
joined  about  50  others.  The  weekend  ses¬ 
sion  on  “Peacemaking  as  a  Biblical  Act” 
was  led  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  Berrigan. 

The  retreat  was  conducted  in  the  170- 
year-old  Kirkridge  Farmhouse  and  con¬ 
sisted  of  reflections  on  scripture,  prayer, 
daily  worship  and  time  for  solitude.  A 
Saturday  evening  celebration  was  high¬ 
lighted  by  folk-singing  and  poetry  read¬ 
ings  by  Father  Berrigan  and  retreat 
participants. 

A  long-time  peace  activist  and  Jesuit 
priest  who  leads  retreats  here  twice  a 
year,  Father  Berrigan  said  the  nation’s 
continued  dependence  on  nuclear  arms 
is,  by  New  Testament  standards,  “idola¬ 
trous.”  He  then  said  something  which 
seemed  to  illustrate  how  he,  and  others 
connected  to  Kirkridge,  have  helped  in¬ 
spire  change  in  the  churches  over  the 
years.  Citing  news  reports  that  morning 
of  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops’  opposition  to  the  MX  Missile,  he 
said:  “I  couldn’t  have  predicted  that  five 
years  ago.” 


History  of  Hymns 

Seventh  Day  Baptist  poet 
based  song  on  Solomon 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Majestic  sweetness  sits 
enthroned 

Upon  the  Savior's  brow; 

His  head  with  radiant  glories 
crowned. 

His  lips  with  grace  o'erflow. 

Samuel  Stennett,  author  of  the  hymn, 
was  the  fourth  in  five  consecutive  gener¬ 
ations  of  Baptist  preachers.  All  five 
Stennetts  served  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
churches  in  England,  churches  that  ob¬ 
served  Saturday  as  the  Sabbath. 

He  succeeded  his  father  as  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  church  at  Little  Wild  Street 
in  London  in  1758  and  served  there  until 
his  death  in  1795.  Many  Londoners  who 
belonged  to  other  churches  often  came  to 
hear  him  preach.  King  George  III  was 
among  his  personal  friends. 

So  well  was  he  liked  that  Church  of 
England  leaders  offered  Stennett  a  high 
position  in  the  Anglican  Church.  But, 
true  to  his  convictions,  he  replied,  "I 
dwell  among  mine  own  people." 


With  the  heading  "Chief  among  ten 
thousand;  or,  the  excellencies  of  Christ," 
the  hymn  was  first  published  in  London 
in  1787.  The  hymn  is  based  on  Song  of 
Solomon  5:10-16,  and  the  initial  stanza 
borrows  the  language  of  these  verses 
and  applies  them  to  the  brow,  the  head, 
and  the  lips  of  Christ. 

The  hymn  tune  associated  with  Sten- 
nett’s  hymn  was  composed  for  it  by 
Thomas  Hastings  in  1837.  Apparently  the 
composer  named  the  tune  “Ortonville” 
for  a  small  village  which  no  longer  ex¬ 
ists. 

Born  in  Connecticut,  Hastings,  as  a 
lad,  moved  with  his  family  to  the  small 
village  of  Clinton,  near  Utica,  New  York. 
Hastings  was  an  albino  and  was  afflicted 
with  extreme  nearsightedness. 

Amid  the  hardships  of  living  on  the 
frontier,  his  only  formal  education  was 
in  a  country  school.  He  taught  himself 
the  fundamentals  of  music.  By  the  time 
he  was  18,  he  led  the  choir  in  the  rural 
church  attended  by  his  family.  Later  he 
became  active  in  the  Oneida  County  Mu¬ 
sical  Society  and  one  of  America’s  out¬ 
standing  music  teachers  and  church 
musicians.  He  composed  more  than  1,000 
hymn  tunes  and  published  more  than  50 
collections  of  music. 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 

"Take  Time  to  Be  Holy" 


Christian  musicians  unite  against  hunger 
NASHVILLE,  Tenn. — More  than  50  top  Christian  recording  artists  gath-  ■ 
ered  at  Nashville's  Bullet  Studios,  following  the  Gospel  Music  Assocation’s  ' 
16th  Annual  Dove  Awards,  to  record  “Do  Something  Now,"  a  song  by  Steve  ' 
Camp  and  Phil  Madeira  that  will  be  sold  to  generate  funds  to  feed  starving  ; 
children  in  Africa.  Called  the  “CAUSE”  for  Christian  Artists  United  to  Save  ; 
the  Earth,  the  group  was  motivated  in  part  by  a  song  produced  by  British  ' 
artists  for  the  same  purpose.  Artists  shown  include  Amy  Grant,  Kathy  Troc- 
coli,  Russ  Taff,  Evie,  Phil  Keaggv  and  Scott  Wesley-Brown. 
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Dear  Deborah 

Select  nearby  church 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  like  your  column  and,  in  most  cases, 
agree  with  you.  But  frankly  I  was  a  little 
surprised  over  an  answer  you  gave  to  a 
person  who  felt  the  minister  had  be¬ 
trayed  a  confidence  when  she  told  him 
she  was  moving  to  a  church  of  her  own 
denomination  closer  to  where  she  lived. 

I  am  not  writing  about  the  issue  of  be¬ 
traying  confidence  but  to  complain  that 
you  did  not  encourage  and  commend  her 
for  attending  a  church  closer  to  where 
she  lives. 

I  really  thought  that  was  what  it  was 
all  about.  A  number  of  years  ago,  I 
served  in  a  small  town  outside  of  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.Y  (Disciples-Presbyterians).  I 
would  call  upon  new  families  moving 
into  the  area  saying  we  had  a  nice  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  in  town. 

Their  frank  answer  was,  “Oh.  our 
church  in  Syracuse  has  so  much  more  to 
offer  than  this  little  country  church."  If 
all  the  folk  from  the  churches  in  Syra¬ 
cuse  were  encouraged  to  unite,  then  we 
would  have  had  a  strong  church. 

I  have  also  known  other  communities 
where  the  Disciples  church  would  actu¬ 
ally  proselytize  members  from  smaller 
Disciples  churches,  especially  if  they 

Booh  Rerieic 


were  good  singers  or  had  other  talents. 

Don’t  you  feel  that  folks  should  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  attend  the  church  in  the 
neighborhood  where  they  live?  Both 
sides  of  my  family  were  Methodists,  but 
when  we  moved  into  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Christian  Church  (in  the  Boston 
area),  we  began  attending  because  we 
could  walk  to  it. 

RDE 

Dear  RDE: 

For  all  the  years  I  have  been  writ¬ 
ing  this  column.  1  have  consistently 
encouraged  people  to  join  their  lo¬ 
cal  congregation  unless  there  was 
some  personal  or  family  problem 
that  made  it  too  uncomfortable  to 
do  so.  In  the  letter  you  refer  to 
above,  the  question  was  about  be-, 
traying  confidences,  so  the  answer 
was  directed  to  that  question  only. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  writing 
me  your  opinion.  You  are  right! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
letters  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  letters.  Write  Dear 
Deborah  PERSONAL.  P.  O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 


Fear  nibbles  away  at  lives  of  oldsters 


KEYENTA,  Ariz. — Charley  Redd,  a  Navajo,  contem¬ 
plates  his  future  as  he  stands  in  the  valley  near  his 
home  at  Seta  Canyon,  Ariz.  Contemplating  on  the  pass¬ 
ing  scene,  Mr.  Reed,  a  former  medicine  man,  said, 


“Years  ago  we  had  vegetation  on  the  mountains  but  it’s 
all  gone  now.  We  used  to  live  in  harmony  with  the  plants 
around  us.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


American  Indians’  situation  is  similar 
to  South  African  blacks,  bishop  says 


By  BETTY  BRENNER 
Religious  News  Service 

FLINT,  Mich.— The  American  pro¬ 
apartheid  policy  toward  South  Africa  is 
not  surprising  if  you  consider  how  the 
United  States  has  treated  Indians,  a  vis¬ 
iting  Episcopal  bishop  said  here. 

The  only  difference  between  South  Af¬ 
rica’s  policy  of  putting  blacks  on  barren 
homelands  and  policies  of  the  U.S.  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  that  blacks  are 
a  majority  in  South  Africa,  and  there  are 
only  6  million  Americans  of  Indian  de¬ 
scent,  said  Bishop  William  Wantland.  a 
Seminole  Indian. 

He  is  bishop  of  Eau  Claire.  Wis..  for¬ 


mer  attorney  general  for  the  Seminole 
Nation  of  Oklahoma,  and  chairman  of 
the  National  Committee  on  Indian  Work 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Like  the  South  African  government,  he 
said,  the  United  States  government  has 
taken  away  from  the  Indian  nations  so 
much  land  that  the  reservations  are  not 
economically  viable. 

The  Indian  nations,  he  said,  have  a 
unique  relationship  with  the  United 
States  that  most  Americans  do  not  un¬ 
derstand.  The  Indian  nations,  he  said, 
are  dependent  sovereign  nations.  As 
such,  they  have  their  own  sovereign 
rights,  their  own  laws,  their  own  courts. 


their  own  schools,  their  own  social  pro¬ 
grams.  their  own  cultures,  their  own  lan¬ 
guages.  their  own  boundaries,  and  their 
own  treaties  with  the  U.S.  government. 

The  government  has  so  controlled  the 
commerce  and  resources  of  the  tribal 
lands  that  there  is  often  little  way  of 
making  a  living.  Bishop  Wantland  said. 

Often,  alcoholism,  suicide  follow  be¬ 
cause  of  the  lack  of  hope,  he  said. 

Whatever  happens.  Bishop  Wantland 
said,  the  Indians  will  not  assimilate. 
"The  Indian  people  have  a  sense  of  iden¬ 
tity  they  will  not  give  up.  It  shows  a  re¬ 
markable  strength  of  character  that 
Indians  have  survived." 


"Now  for  the  Turbulence,”  by  Alma 
Stone;  Doubleday  and  Company,  Inc., 
Garden  City,  New  York.  1983. 

By  CAROLE  C.  DEILY 

Ruth  and  her  sister  live  in  an  apart¬ 
ment  in  Manhattan’s  upper  west  side 
with  their  two  cats,  Martha  and  Evelyn. 

Sister,  a  retired  librarian,  is  in  declin¬ 
ing  health.  Ruth,  a  sometime  writer  and 
also  a  senior  citizen,  keeps  things  going 
for  both  of  them. 

In  this  novel  about  old  age  in  the  city, 
Ruth  shops  and  brings  home  neighbor¬ 
hood  news  of  friends  and  their  pets, 
storekeepers,  and  panhandlers.  She  holds 
her  own  against  roaches,  mice,  and  (usu¬ 
ally)  muggers.  On  her  outings,  she  brings 
Sister  pretty  leaves  from  the  park,  books 
from  second-hand  book  stalls,  and  some¬ 
thing  to  drink  for  the  cocktail  hour.  Sen¬ 
sitive,  intelligent,  and  plucky,  Ruth  feeds 
squirrels  and  birds,  watches  the  mail  for 
the  rejected  pieces  she  has  submitted  to 
editors  and  for  letters  from  her  pen  pals. 

Fear  nibbles  at  the  edges  of  Ruth’s 
life.  A  walk  on  a  dark  street,  a  ride  on 
the  elevator,  and  even  a  sally  forth  into 
the  hall  of  her  apartment  building  need 
to  be  planned,  and  they  bring  on  a  cold 
sweat. 

Ruth  and  her  friends  receive  anony¬ 
mous  notices  every  six  months  about 
their  impending  muggings,  which  read, 

Canada  defeats 
Lord  's  Day  Act 

From  Religious  News  Service 

MONTREAL— The  Lord's  Day  Act, 
the  federal  law  governing  retailing  in 
Canada  on  Sundays,  has  been  struck 
down  as  unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada. 

The  high  court  said  the  act  infringes 
on  the  freedom  of  religion  as  guaranteed 
by  the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights. 

The  ruling  in  effect  means  that  retail 
stores  and  other  commercial  enterprises 
in  most  parts  of  Canada  may  open  on 
Sundays.  But  the  decision  will  not  affect 
provincial  and  municipal  Sunday-closing 
laws.  The  Supreme  Court  has  yet  to  rule 
on  the  constitutionality  of  these  laws. 


“It  has  now  been  over  six  months  since 
your  last  appointment."  They  hold 
monthly  meetings  and  discuss  the  sub¬ 
ject,  "Death  Is  In."  They  prepare  for 
death  by  purchasing  burial  clothes  at  a 
party  on  the  order  of  a  Tupperware  par¬ 
ty.  Death  comes  nearer  and  finally 
strikes,  with  some  unexpected,  and  even 
amusing,  complications. 

Life  for  Ruth  is  a  strange  combination 
of  humor,  danger,  gentleness,  zest,  and 


hope.  With  all  its  outrages  and  its  "tur-; 
bulence,”  this  life  is  the  one  Ruth 
chooses  over  other  options,  feeling  that  it 
is  familiar  and  that  it  is  hers. 

"Now  for  the  Turbulence"  provokes  a 
rueful  smile  and  a  feeling  of  pride  in 
Ruth.  If  she  can  handle  it,  maybe  we  will, 
be  able  to  also. 

Ms.  Deily  is  a  free-lance  writer  in  Pla¬ 
no,  Texas,  and  a  frequent  reviewer  for 
the  Reporter. 


Report  recommends  six 
Scottish  churches  unite 


From  Religious  News  Service 

STIRLING,  Scotland— One  of  the  most 
far-reaching  decisions  of  the  modern 
Christian  unity  movement  has  emerged 
in  an  official  report  recommending  that 
six  of  Scotland's  major  denominations 
should  unite. 

The  bodies  involved  include  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  which  has  a  Presbyterian 
form  of  government,  the  Scottish  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  and  the  Anglican  Communion 
in  Scotland,  which  has  bishops. 

The  recommendation  for  union  is  con¬ 
tained  in  a  report,  "Christian  Unity— Now 
Is  The  Time,"  announced  in  Edinburgh  by 
members  of  the  negotiating  teams. 

The  report  states:  "Many  Scottish  Chris¬ 
tians  now  share  a  vision  of  a  united  Scot¬ 
tish  church  which  will  be  a  fuller 
expression— fuller  than  our  churches  can 
be  in  separation— of  one.  holy,  catholic 
and  apostolic  church  in  our  land. 

"The  united  church  will  be  a  sign  to  the 
world  of  that  unity  of  humanity  which  is 
the  declared  will  and  purpose  of  God. 
Therefore,  against  the  vested  interests  of 
disunity,  which,  in  each  denomination, 
strenuously  defend  the  familiar  inadequa¬ 
cies  against  every  movement  for  reforma¬ 
tion  and  renewal,  against  the  institutional 
lethargy  that  inhibits  change  in  our 
churches,  we  offer  a  vision  of  one  church 
renewed  for  mission,  and  we  call  upon  our 
churches  to  act.  Now  is  the  time  for  Chris¬ 
tian  unity  in  Scotland." 

The  Multilateral  Church  Conversation 
was  set  up  in  1967  by  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 


land,  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church,  the 
United  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Scotland,  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Union  of  Scotland,  and  the  United 
Reformed  Church  (formerly  the  Churches 
of  Christ). 

The  report  says  that  there  is  sufficient 
basic  agreement  on  baptism,  the  Eucha¬ 
rist  or  Lord's  Supper,  and  ministry  to  al¬ 
low  progress  toward  union.  On  the 
question  of  ministry,  which  the  report  con¬ 
cedes  is  "the  most  difficult  and  conten¬ 
tious  problem  of  all,”  the  conversation 
states  that  the  adoption  of  a  genuine 
threefold  ministry  by  all  churches  would 
be  a  long  step  toward  mutually  acceptable 
ministries. 

The  report  states  that  the  reluctance  so 
far  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church  to  or¬ 
dain  women  raises  problems,  as  the  other 
five  denominations  have  been  ordaining 
women  for  some  time. 

Part  of  the  report  covers  the  established 
position  the  Church  of  Scotland  holds  with 
the  state.  "Freedom  from  any  challenge 
by  a  civil  authority  in  all  matters  spiritual 
is  part  of  the  dowry  which  the  Church  of 
Scotland  has  to  bring  to  any  further  union 
in  Scotland."  it  says. 

In  order  that  this  freedom  might  be¬ 
come  the  possession  of  a  united  church, 
the  new  church  would  have  to  adopt,  pos¬ 
sibly  amended,  the  Declaratory-  Articles  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland— the  legal  state¬ 
ment  which  sets  out  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land’s  spiritual  independence 
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Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist 
Women  are  sponsoring  a  "Tasting  Lun¬ 
cheon  &  Boutique."  on  May  21  from 
11:30  a  m  to  1:00  p.m.  Tickets  for  the 
luncheon  will  be  $3  00  per  person.  In 
addition  they  are  selling  a  home-made- 
Taster’s  Choice  Cookbook,  which  con¬ 
tains  all  recipes  served,  for  $3.00 
Anyone  who  wishes  to  submit  a  recipe 
or  has  questions  please  contact:  Mary 
Quinones.  4904  Bissonet.  Metarie,  La. 
70003 

*  *  * 

The  Covenant  United  Methodist 
Church.  Lafayette,  has  announced  the 
formation  of  a  Long-Range  Planning 
Committee  Joe  Bandsma  will  serve  as 
chairman.  This  committee  will  meet 
regularly  to  establish  long-range  goals 
and  plans  for  the  church.  Their  first 
meeting  was  held  on  May  7. 

*  *  * 

St.  Timothy  UMC,  Mandeville,  will 
be  having  a  brunch  for  all  vacation 
church  school  workers  on  May  22.  This 
will  be  hosted  by  Dianne  Mason,  Kathi 
Finnell,  and  Judy  Lancaster  Teachers 
will  receive  the  curriculum,  the  sched¬ 


ule,  and  lists  of  extra  supplies  and 
equipment  available. 

•  *  % 

FUMC,  Pineville,  held  a  United 
Church  Women’s  Meeting  on  May  3. 
Special  guest  speaker  was  Kitty  Smith, 
C.W.U.  State  President.  She  brought  a 
VCR  tape  from  the  National  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Assembly.  Lunch  was  provided  at 
noon. 

The  Confirmation  Class  of  Luling 
UMC  will  complete  3  months  of  study 
on  May  21.  Michael  Harrison,  Kiley 
Hernandez,  Kenny  Hulsey,  Dianne 
Johnson,  and  Whitney  Sahadi  have 
studied  the  Bible,  Church  history,  wor¬ 
ship,  Christian  ethics,  spirituality,  and 
other  foundational  aspects  of  the  faith 
journey  of  a  Christian.  Those  who 
choose  to  be  confirmed  will  be  received 
into  full  membership  in  the  Luling  UMC 
on  Pentecost  Sunday,  May  26. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital,  New  Orleans,  held  free  CPR 
Heartsaver  classes  for  adults  on  May 


15.  Certified  CPR  instructors  taught 
the  simple  techniques  that  can  save  a 
life. 

The  UMW  of  FUMC,  Denham 
Springs,  held  a  meeting  and  salad  lun¬ 
cheon  on  May  7.  Rev.  Pete  Spitzkeit 
taught  a  study  on  "Fire  Beneath  the 
Frost." 

Mrs.  Grace  B.  Neill,  of  Springhill 
UMC,  widow  of  the  Rev.  Albert  S.  J. 
Neill,  a  50  year  active  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Conference, 
turned  100  years  old  on  May  1.  Grace 
was  teacher  for  the  Women's  Bible 
Class  and  active  in  the  Women's  Soci¬ 
ety  until  her  90's.  She  now  resides  in  a 
nursing  home. 

Members  of  the  St.  Bernard  UMC 
participated  in  a  "Favorite  Dish  Din¬ 
ner”  on  May  5.  The  special  occasion 
was  held  in  celebration  of  the  accom¬ 
plishments  of  the  congregation. 

•  •  • 

Oak  Park  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  held  a 
Retirement  Fair  on  May  5.  This  event 


was  a  great  learning  experience  for 
persons  who  were  thinking  ahead  to  re¬ 
tirement  and  for  those  who  wanted  to 
become  better  informed  about  nutri¬ 
tion,  physical  fitness,  community  in¬ 
volvement,  and  financial  planning. 

*  •  • 

Haynesville  UMC  held  a  special 
morning  worship  service  on  April  28.  A 
team  of  students  from  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  led  the 
service  in  music  and  worship.  A  cov¬ 
ered  dish  luncheon  was  served  after  the 
service. 

•  •  • 

The  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
hosted  its  11th  Annual  Ice  Cream  So¬ 
cial  for  Senior  Citizens  on  May  14. 
There  are  over  25  nursing  homes  and 
retirement  homes  in  the  Shreveport- 
Bossier  area.  The  Broadmoor  Church 
extended  an  invitation  to  each  one. 
Rev.  George  Pearce  and  the  Church 
and  Society  Work  Area  Chairperson, 
Mr.  Rob  England,  headed  up  the  ice 
cream  social  project.  Last  year,  more 
than  200  senior  citizens  were  in  atten¬ 
dance. 


NSU  Wesley  Foundation 


Supports  The  Heifer  Project 

Every  Thursday  at  noon,  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  NSU  provides  a  lunch  for  the 
students,  faculty  and  staff  for  a  50c  donation.  This  spring  semester,  the  donations  are 
being  sent  to  the  Heifer  Project  International,  with  around  $250  having  been  collect¬ 
ed.  Two  of  the  students  are  pictured  here,  Robert  Gage  and  Jon  Hosford. 


Over  200  Attend  VCS  Workshop 


The  Bi-District  Vacation  Church 
School  Workshop  for  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  and  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
Districts  was  held  at  Jefferson  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Monday,  April  29 
Two  hundred  ten  persons  were  in  atten¬ 
dance  Mrs  Barbara  Einsel,  Education 
Chairperson  for  the  Baton  Rouge-Ham- 
mond  District,  opened  the  meeting.  Wel¬ 
come  remarks  were  given  by  host  pastor 
Rev  Alan  Dee  Einsel.  Greetings  and  re¬ 
marks  were  made  to  the  group  by  Rev 
Don  Hall.  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent.  Following  an  open¬ 
ing  devotion  and  introductions, 
individuals  attended  classes  presenting 
the  United  Methodist  curriculum  units 
for  Vacation  Church  School  in  1985 
Leaders  for  the  various  workshops  in¬ 
cluded  Ages  3-4  Class  —  Charlotte  Fitz- 
Simons,  Broadmoor.  BR.  Ages  4-6  Class 
—  Judy  Schneider,  First,  BR;  Elemen¬ 
tary  A  Class  —  Lee  Johnson,  Jefferson, 
BR.  Elementary  B  Class  —  Carolyn 
Dove.  .Jefferson,  BR;  Elementary  5-6 


Class  —  Inez  Chrisentery,  St.  Mark,  BR, 
Crafts  —  Elsie  Cain,  First,  Denham 
Springs;  Music  —  Susan  Lovelace,  St. 
Andrews,  BR;  Directors  —  Sally  La- 
fland,  Broadmoor,  BR;  Director  High¬ 
lights,  Family  Bible  Schools  —  Jackie 
Strickland,  First,  Denham  Springs;  Di¬ 
rector  Highlights,  Youth  Involvement  — 
Pleasant  Sibley,  Walker.  These  leaders 
presented  resources,  gave  ideas,  and  ex¬ 
plained  methods  to  VCS  teachers  from 
both  districts. 

Twenty  five  churches  from  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District  and  6 
churches  from  the  Baton  Rouge-La¬ 
fayette  District  were  represented  at  the 
meeting  Attendance  at  this  event  has 
grown  over  the  past  years  from  110  in 
1983,  to  119  in  1984,  to' 191  this  year  Ex¬ 
cellent  evaluations  were  received  from 
the  participants  which  indicated  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  this  educational  event.  The  work¬ 
shop  was  planned  and  directed  under  the 
leadership  of  Diaconal  Minister.  Barba¬ 
ra  Einsel. 


Eagle  Awards  Presented  At  Shreveport 

Pictured  above  are  Eagle  Scouts  Todd  Gates  ton  the  left),  son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  B. 
Gates  and  Patrick  Oliver  (on  the  right),  son  of  Mr.  (  Mrs.  Jon  T.  Oliver  witli  the 
Reverend  John  Scarf.  Pastor  of  North  Highlands  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Fugle 
Awards  were  presented  on  Scout  Sunday,  April  28.  during  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Both  scouts  are  members  of  Troop  22.  sponsored  by  North  Highlands  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Conference  Calendar 

May 

21  Media  Resources  Committee,  3rd  Floor  Conference  Room 

2:30  p.m. 

24-25  Teacher  Training  &  Development  Seminar,  First  Church, 
West  Monroe 

25  Lake  Charles  District  Buffalo  River  Canoe  Trip-Led  by  Dr. 
Woodrow  Smith  (for  adults) 

26  Pentecost 

26  Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 

26  World  Order  Sunday  Offering 


June 

3  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Gather  &  Sharing  Event 

3-6  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Shreveport 

4  First  Annual  Christian  Education  Banquet.  Summer  Grove, 
Shreveport  5:30  p.m. 

6-8  District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  Training,  Centenary 

College 

9- 13  Ecumenical  Missions  Conference,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

10- 14  Senior  High  Camp,  Caney  Conf.  Centre 

17-20  Bishop's  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

17-21  Junior  High  Camp  I,  Caney  Conf.  Centre 

17-21  Elementary  Camp  I,  Camp  Istrouma 

17-21  Elementary  I,  Camp  Brewer 

21-23  Senior  High  Weekend  Camp  I,  Camp  Istrouma 
24-28  Elementary  Camp  I,  Caney  Conf.  Centre 

24-28  Junior  High  Camp  I,  Camp  Istrouma 

24-28  Lake  Charles  District  Elementary  Camp  I 

27-29  Conference  on  The  Holy  Spirit,  Methodists  for  Renewal, 
Centenary  College 
30  DWI  Sunday 


Pictured  above,  left  to  right  are:  Bob  Nash  and  Dr.  Donald  Webb. 


Centenary  President  Receives  Award 


Dr  Donald  Webb,  President  of  Cente¬ 
nary  College  received  the  “Donald  Grant 
Educator  Award"  at  a  recent  Awards 
Banquet  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  &  Civic 
Foundation,  a  state  wide  religious  and 
educational  foundation. 

The  award,  presented  annually  to  an 


educator  who  demonstrates  outstanding 
moral  principles  in  the  educational  com¬ 
munity,  was  given  by  the  First  Vice- 
President  of  the  LMCF  Board  of 
Trustees,  Bob  Nash,  an  active  layman  in 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Pineville,  La. 


Churches  In  The  Flag 


Three  different  churches  of  the 
Conference  are  now  being  displayed 
in  the  flag  of  the  Conference  second 
page,  to  the  left.  They  are,  left  to 
right:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  Arizona  United  Methodist 
Church,  Ruston  District,  and  Wesley 


United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  new  additions  will  remain  in 
the  flag  for  the  present  quarter.  Other 
churches  are  encouraged  to  send  good 
pictures  of  their  building  to  the  Loui¬ 
siana  United  Methodist  for  future  use. 


Slidell  Youth  Hold  4Starv-A-Thon’ 


Shown  above  are  some  of  the  youth  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell 
who  participated  in  a  25-hour  "Starve-A- 
Thon"  to  help  raise  funds  to  help  allevi¬ 
ate  the  world  hunger  problem.  Left  to 
right  are:  Shannon  King,  Ashley  Needom, 
Melissa  Williams,  John  Richardson,  Lin 
Kopfler  and  Keri  Cannon.  (Photo  by  Phil 
White). 

This  group  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Ken  Irby  fasted  from  4  p.m.  Satur¬ 
day  until  5:00  p.m.  Sunday.  They  used  the 
book  "Hungry  Decisions”  to  help  them 
better  understand  some  of  the  situations 
that  the  hungry  of  the  world  face  each 


day. 

Twenty-nine  youth  and  2  adults  partic¬ 
ipated  in  this  event  and  raised  over 
$2,000  in  pledges.  Rev.  Irby  said  "the 
hunger  we  experienced  is  nothing  like 
the  hunger  being  experienced  by  the 
starving  nations,  but  it  gave  our  youth 
some  sensitivity  of  the  problem." 

The  youth  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  are  now  back  to  their  normal 
three  meals  a  day  again,  with  two  major 
differences.  They  not  only  have  a  better 
understanding  of  other  people's  prob¬ 
lems,  but  more  importantly,  they  set  out 
to  do  something  about  it. 


Calvin  To  Teach  Mission  Course 


Rev.  George  W.  C,  Calvin,  Sr. 
will  teach  the  Mission  Study  Course, 
"Caring  For  God's  Earth"  (A  Biblical  in¬ 
terpretation  of  Creation  and  Steward¬ 
ship  of  the  earth's  resources),  at  the 
Texas  Conference  School  of  Christian 
Mission  (Weekend  and  Week  School), 
July  12-19,  1985,  at  Lakeview  Methodist 
Assembly,  Palestine,  Texas. 


He  will  also  attend  the  West  Gulf  Re¬ 
gional  School,  June  17-21  at  Oklahoma 
City  University,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  for  certification. 


Rev.  Calvin,  pastor  of  Camphor  Me¬ 
morial  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  has  taught  in 
Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission 
in  Louisiana,  South  Georgia,  Mississippi, 
North  Texas  and  Central  Texas  confer¬ 
ences. 


Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr. 


Keith  Brudevold  To  Present  Concert 
For  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 


The  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 
Youth  Team  will  present  Keith  Brude¬ 
vold  in  concert,  Saturday,  May  18,  1985 
at  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
gym  on  Live  Oak  Boulevard,  one  block 
off  Johnson  Street  in  Lafayette,  from 
2:00  p.m.  until  4:00  p.m. 

Keith  is  a  Christian  songwriter  and  re¬ 
cording  artist,  who  travels  widely 


throughout  the  United  States  and  Central 
America,  teaching  and  sharing  his  spe¬ 
cial  music.  He  lives  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho, 
with  his  wife  and  children. 

Admission  is  $2.00  per  person,  and  the 
entire  amount  raised  will  be  divided 
equally  between  the  Youth  Service  Fund 
and  the  District  Youth  Team  to  help  fund 
future  events  and  activities. 


Attention  Men! 
Purdue  Is  For  You! 

WANTED:  5,000  men  to  attend  the  4th  National 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men. 

PURPOSE:  To  help  each  man  believe  lor 
himself  in  the  assurance  given  through 
faith  in  Christ  that  he  can  live  in  hope  and 
freedom  in  Shalom;  to  generate  a  sense 
of  hope  and  enthusiasm  for  the  church  in 
our  third  century  and  the  role  of  men  in 
the  future;  to  translate  our  yearning  for 
peace  into  congruent  patterns  of  living  in 
relationships,  family,  community,  and  the 
world. 

THEME:  "Building  Men  of  Hope' 

PLACE:  The  beautiful  campus  of  Purdue  University,  West 
Lafayette,  Indiana. 

DATE:  July  12-14,  1985. 

COST:  $75.00  conference  fee  covers  registration,  room, 
and  board. 

SPONSORED  BY: 

Section  on  United  Methodist  Men 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
REGISTER  NOW' 


Congress  ol  United  Methodist  Men  •  P.0  Box  840  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 


Name 


Last 

Slreel _ 


Cily  _ 


State 


..Conference 


Zip, 


Local  Church _ 

You  are  not  registered  until  you  have  enclosed  your  check  with  this  registration 
form  and  mailed  it  Two  persons  wishing  to  share  a  room  must  mail  their 
registration  lorms  together  Make  checks  payable  to  Purdue  85  National 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men  UMM065NJ 
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The  Bishop’s 
Corner 

A  Goal  Achieved 


mt*. 


Soon  after  I  came  to  the  Area  we 
established,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  a  goal  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  vitality  and  effectiveness 
of  the  Sunday  School.  The  two  track 
Bible  Study  Program,  using  both 
Bethel  and  Trinity  was  a  part  of  that 
decision. 

We  also  set  a  goal  of  200  new  Sunday 
School  Classes  by  Annual  Conference. 
So  many  people  felt  that  was  an  un¬ 
realistic  goal.  We  then  changed  it  to 
150  new  Classes  by  Conference. 

The  district  superintendents,  pas¬ 
tors,  and  laity  were  caught  up  in  that 
dream  and  became  excited  and  enthu¬ 
siastic  about  achieving  it.  Some  really 
thrilling  stories  can  be  told  and  many 
of  them  relate  to  very  small  churches 
which  have  established  new  classes. 
One  church  of  less  than  100  members 
has  been  revitalized  through  two  new 
Sunday  School  Classes.  One  church  of 
just  over  100  members  has  established 
three  new  Sunday  School  Classes. 

The  amazing  news  is  that  John 
Braden  reported  to  the  Cabinet,  this 
week,  that  268  new  Sunday  School 
Classes  have  been  established  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  That  is 
just  almost  impossible  and  even  I, 
the  great  optimist,  am  surprised  and 
incredulous;  however,  I  am  also  most 
grateful  to  all  of  you  and  I  give  thanks 
to  God,  because  I  do  believe  that 


this  has  been  a  divinely  inspired  and 
divinely  directed  effort. 

You  hear  and  read  a  lot  these  days 
about  the  revitalization  of  the  Church. 
I  am  absolutely  convinced,  from 
many  years  as  a  local  pastor,  that  the 
Church  cannot  be  revitalized  unless 
the  Sunday  School  is  emphasized; 
in  fact,  it  may  be  that  the  revitalization 
of  the  Sunday  School  is  the  primary 
ingredient  in  the  revitalization  of  the 
Church  itself. 

Again,  let  me  thank  each  of  you  who 
have  had  a  part,  and  who  continue  to 
participate,  in  this  most  exciting  pro¬ 
gram.  It  is  quite  easy  to  see  that 
268  new  Sunday  School  Classes,  with 
ten  persons  in  each  class  on  an  av¬ 
erage,  can  make  the  difference  in  the 
witness  to  a  community,  in  the  spirit 
and  morale  of  a  local  congregation 
and,  in  the  outreach  of  its  ministry 
at  home  and  abroad.  Twenty-six 
hundred  and  eighty  people  studying 
the  Bible  each  week,  learning  the 
theological,  ethical,  Biblical  and 
social  dimensions  of  the  gospel,  can 
change  the  part  of  the  world  in  which 
they  live. 

John  Braden  says,  “We  will  go  over 
300.”  I  am  looking  forward  to  making 
another  announcement  at  Annual 
Conference. 


Group  participating  in  Mini  National  Seminar 


UMW Executive  Committee 
Held  Mini-National  Seminar 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Executive 
Committee  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  held  a  Mini-National  Seminar  at 
the  David  Haas  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Bunkie,  Louisiana. 

Taylor  Phillips,  a  delegate  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Seminar  in  Chico,  California  was 
the  leader.  The  group  used  for  study 
the  book.  "What  Does  It  Profit?”  There 


The  EMLC  Informer 

‘Working  With  Pacific  Islander  and 
Asian  American  United  Methodists’ 
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It  would  not  be  an  exaggeration  to 
:•  speak  of  the  phenomenal  growth  of  Pa¬ 
li  cific  Islander  and  Asian  Americans  in 
the  United  States  in  the  1970s.  Accord- 
:•  ing  to  the  1980  census,  they  were,  pro- 
:j:  portionately,  the  most  rapidly  growing 
>•  ethnic/racial  minority  in  the  U.S.  dur- 
i:j  ing  the  previous  decade.  Their  number 
more  than  doubled,  increasing  by  128 
i|  percent.  They  now  total  3.5  million  per¬ 
il:  sons  who  represent  57  percent  of  the 
;ji  entire  human  family. 

>•  The  round  of  human  needs  is  very 
:j:  evident.  It  includes  such  areas  as  poor 
ij|  housing  and  education,  lingering  ex- 
ploitation  in  employment,  inadequate 
income,  restricted  social  interaction, 


Volunteers  In  Mission 
Needed  From  Louisiana 


Volunteers  in  Mission  is  a  relatively 
new  program  in  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  but  one  that  is  gaining  much  in¬ 
terest  and  participation  from  laity  and 
clergy  alike.  This  exciting  program 
opens  doors  for  personal  involvement  in 
mission  work  not  only  within  our  own 
conference  but  within  the  Jurisdiction 
and  in  areas  outside  the  United  States. 

This  program  is  open  to  anyone  who 
has  committed  his/her  life  to  Christ  and 
is  willing  to  give  of  their  skills  wherever 
needed.  Youth  groups  make  some  of  the 
best  “volunteers.”  Retirees  are  excellent 
“volunteers”  who  have  experience  and 
expertise  in  many  fields  of  service.  The 
type  of  work  done  by  various  groups  has 
included  repairs  on  churches,  parson¬ 
ages,  social  centers,  homes,  youth  camps 
and  the  like.  A  number  of  medical  doc¬ 
tors  and  dentists  have  gone  with  groups 
to  provide  health  care  to  the  underprivi¬ 
leged  children. 

Just  recently  a  "Springboard  for  Min¬ 
istry”  was  held  in  Dallas,  Texas  where 
persons  interested  in  this  type  of  work 
gathered  to  share  their  experiences  and 
to  make  plans  for  many  areas  of  service. 
Some  ten  persons  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  participated  in  this  event 
and  are  presently  making  plans  for  work 
groups  this  summer  as  well  as  in  future 
months.  The  Coordinator  for  Volunteers 
in  Mission  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
is  Rev.  James  Poole. 

Some  of  the  areas  where  “volunteers” 
are  needed  urgently  are  as  follows: 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  —  El  Paso, 
Texas 

McCurdy  School—  Espanola,  New 
Mexico 

Navajo  United  Methodist  Mission 
School  —  Farmington,  New  Mexico 
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Rev.  James  Poole 

United  Community  Centers,  Inc.  —  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas 

Four  Corners  Native  American  Minis¬ 
try  —  Shiprock,  New  Mexico 

Gulfside  Assembly  —  Waveland,  Mis¬ 
sissippi 

Wesley  Community  Centers  —  San 
Antonio,  Texas 

Mexico  City  Work  Projects  —  Mexico 
D.F. 

Belize/Honduras  Work  Projects  — 
Belize,  C.A. 

Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly  —  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas 

Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  —  Co- 
lonia  del  Valle,  N.L. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  available  for  those  who  will  “volun¬ 
teer  their  time  and  talents”  for  others. 
For  guidelines  . . .  application  forms  . . . 
and  specific  information  regarding  pro¬ 
jects  ...  be  in  touch  with  the  Conference 
Office,  or  Rev.  James  Poole. 


Youth  Servant  Teams  Complete  New  Year 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
along  with  two  others,  was  selected  to  be 
a  part  of  a  pilot  project  in  youth  minis¬ 
tries.  The  key  idea  behind  the  Youth  Ser- 
vant  Team  is  that  youth  can  be 
significantly  engaged  in  service  to  their 
neighbors. 

Four  teams  were  formed  in  Louisiana. 
These  are:  Baton  Rouge  First  and  Cam¬ 
phor;  Aldersgate  in  Slidell;  St.  Timothy 
in  Mandeville  and  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  in 

- Death - 


Ethel  Perkins  Melbert,  88,  surviving 
spouse  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  H.  Melbert,  died 
May  10,  1985.  Dr.  Melbert,  a  former  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  died  last  December.  She  is 
survived  by  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Shirley  M. 
Roper  and  a  son,  James  Melbert. 


Slidell;  and  Live  Oak,  Walker,  Jefferson 
and  Denham  Springs  First. 

One  outgrowth  of  this  year’s  experi¬ 
ence  will  be  a  resource  manual  which  is 
expected  to  be  available  in  October.  The 
Manual  will  provide  guidance  and  a 
step-by-step  process  for  congregations 
wishing  to  establish  Youth  Servant 
Teams. 

These  churches,  their  youth  and  lead¬ 
ers  are  to  be  commended  for  their  work 
and  vision. 

- Notice - 


The  Conference  Board  of  Trustees  will 
meet  on  Wednesday  noon  during  Annual 
Conference  in  the  Green  Room,  Centena¬ 
ry  College  Cafeteria  - 

Tom  Matheny,  President 
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were  twenty  participants  from  around 
the  state. 

Alice  Story  served  as  music  leader 
and  also  assisting  in  presentations  were 
Dorothy  Abraham  and  Judy  Rountree. 

The  program  closed  with  a  service  of 
Holy  Communion  led  by  Rev.  Larry 
O’Dell,  pastor  of  the  host  church. 


limited  cultural  outlets  and  the  failure 
to  meet  spiritual  needs  of  a  sojourning 
people. 

The  suffering  takes  the  form  of  cul¬ 
ture  shock  among  immigrants  and  ref¬ 
ugees,  while  senior  adults  among 
longer  residents  can  often  suffer  isola¬ 
tion  because  some  earlier  male  immi¬ 
grants  were  not  allowed  to  have  their 
spouses  come  to  this  country.  Children 
and  youth  immigrants  and  succeeding 
generations  live  under  the  heavy  de¬ 
mands  of  being  bicultural,  if  not  multi¬ 
lingual,  and  socially  mobile  in  vastly 
different  communities  at  school  and  at 
home,  between  their  churches  and 
places  of  social  interaction  or  eventual 
employment. 

United  Methodism  has  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  mutuality  in  mission  at 
home  and  abroad  through  Pacific  Is¬ 
lander  and  Asian  Americans  who  are 
spreading  more  and  more  throughout 
the  nation. 

(Provided  by  Rev.  Roger  Lathan, 
CCOM  Staff.) 


The  Lacombe  United  Methodist  Church  was  represented  at  the  Mission  Alive-85! 
event  by  the  above  shown  booth.  Members  of  the  Lacombe  UMW  who  manned  the 
booth  were  Helen  Herdlicker,  the  artist,  Marion  Cross,  Wilma  McCormick  and  Thel¬ 
ma  Nielsen.  Helium  filled  balloons,  with  mission  messages,  and  Bible  stickers  were 
passed  out  by  the  Lacombe  youth. 

Over  1000  Attend  ‘Mission  Alive’ 


Mission  Alive-85!  with  an  attendance 
of  well  over  one  thousand  was  consid¬ 
ered  a  huge  success  by  all  who  were 
there!  Sixty-eight  separate  mission  ‘story 
tellers'  and  ten  entertainment  groups 
filled  the  Family  Life  Center  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell  for 
the  first  such  event  sponsored  by  the 
New  Orleans-Slidell  District  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Local  church  groups,  Directors  of  Con¬ 
ference  institutions  and  Community  sup¬ 
port  groups  shared  their  programs  with 
individuals  who  came  to  learn  about 


Faith  UMC  Ground  Breaking 
Set  For  June  1 

Pastor  Jack  O’Dell  and  the  congregation  of  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  have  invited  the  Annual  Conference  to  join  them 
for  their  ground  breaking  service  Saturday,  June  1,  at  2:00  p.m.  The 
new  church  site  is  Arkansas  Road  at  Johnson  Road,  West  Monroe. 

Bids  for  the  new  church  will  be  opened  on  May  30,  with  actual  con¬ 
struction  to  begin  in  early  June. 


A  Witness  By  Candlelight 


A  blast  of  thunder  and  wind!  Flashes 
of  lightning!  And  sudden  darkness!  Ten 
members  of  the  Administrative  Board  of 
our  Lisbon  Church  were  having  a  Board 
Meeting  without  light.  Candles  were 
lighted  immediately  The  Meeting  went 
on  ...  the  building  trembled  in  the 
storm. 

A  motion  was  made  to  pay  $100  to 
each  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  . .  beyond  its  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  giving;  the  same  amount  for 
several  of  the  General  Advance  Specials; 
$1,500  toward  a  Centenary  College 
Scholarship;  substantial  support  for  two 
District  workshops  to  be  in  Cen¬ 


tral  America,  with  participants  from  the 
Ruston  District;  and  another  $500  was 
designated  for  the  Hungry  in  Ethiopia 
The  benevolent  giving  of  this  small 
Church  of  46  members  has  reached  near¬ 
ly  $100  per  member  annually 

On  that  same  night  as  we  all  returned 
to  our  homes,  the  news  media  was  re¬ 
porting  that  a  tornado  had  just  been 
sighted  immediately  over  Lisbon  . . .  but 
most  of  the  participants  could  only  re¬ 
member  the  movement  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  in  that  meeting  . . .  and  a  feeling  of 
complete  fulfillment! 

—Cleburne  W.  Quaid,  Pastor 


Lab  Schools  Are  Still  Number  One 


The  best  method  we  have  to  train 
Church  School  Teachers  is  the  Laborato¬ 
ry  School.  The  Lab  as  it  is  informally 
called  is  an  experience  in  which  teacher- 
leaders  are  taught  theory,  skills  and 
methodology  for  Christian  Education  in 
a  given  age  level.  During  the  lab  actual 
classes  are  taught  which  involve  the  age 
group.  These  sessions  are  then  evaluated 
and  carefully  critiqued. 

The  requirements  for  full  certification 
as  a  laboratory  leader  are:  three  labora¬ 
tory  schools,  a  seminar  and  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  teaching  plans.  The  third 
laboratory  is  usually  taken  simulta¬ 


neously  with  the  seminar. 

The  Laboratory/Seminar  School  at 
Mt.  Sequoyah  is  set  for  July  13-19,  1985. 
The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  are  sponsoring  a  Lab  School  at 
First  UMC,  Alexandria  on  September  27, 
28  and  29,  1985.  A  Recertification  Ser¬ 
vice  is  scheduled  at  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  on  September  3,  4,  5, 1985 

Information  concerning  these  training 
enterprises  is  available  from  Dr.  J.  Mar¬ 
ion  Braden,  Director  of  Education  Minis¬ 
tries  in  the  Conference  Offices. 


Former  pastor.  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  is  shown,  top  left,  addressing  the  congregation. 
The  three  surviving  charter  members  of  Istrouma  UMC  are  shown  top  right  (from 
the  left):  Mrs.  Lavilla  Smith,  Mrs.  Nannie  Cox  and  Mrs.  Irma  Austin.  Rev.  Glendon  R. 
Messer,  another  former  pastor,  is  shown  in  the  bottom  left  photo.  In  the  lower  right, 
longtime  members,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Richardson  (left)  and  Mrs.  Eva  Golson  look  over  some 
of  Istrouma’s  memorabilia.  (Photos  by  Don  Small,  UMR  staff.) 

Istrouma  Observes  Heritage  Sunday 


On  April  28th,  Istrouma  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  held  its  68th  Homecoming 
and  Heritage  Sunday.  Three  charter 
members:  Mrs.  Nannie  Cox,  Mrs.  Irma 
Austin,  and  Mrs.  Lavilla  Smith,  were 
honored  with  gifts  and  corsages,  having 
been  members  since  1917. 

The  church  is  in  a  transitional  neigh¬ 
borhood  now,  but  is  continuing  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  the  needs  of  the  community  and 
especially  the  elderly. 

Two  former  pastors  of  Istrouma  UMC 
shared  in  the  festivities,  marking  the 
church’s  anniversary.  They  were  the 
Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain  and  the  Rev  Glen¬ 
don  R.  Messer,  both  now  retired.  They 
spoke  during  morning  worship,  recalling 
memorable  events  out  of  Istrouma’s 
past.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev  Ed¬ 
ward  O.  Pickens,  who  is  also  pastor  of 
Winbourne  UMC. 

Also  honored  at  the  Homecoming  and 


Heritage  Sunday,  April  28,  were  15  for¬ 
mer  members  of  Istrouma  UMC  who  en¬ 
tered  the  ministry  of  the  church  or 
engaged  in  mission  work  in  the  U.S.  or 
overseas.  They  are:  Wallace  Magnum, 
Vernon  Williams,  Ollie  Golson,  Jr.,  Bob 
Townsend.  Brady  Forman,  Frederick 
Bueto,  Sally  Fleming  Wilson,  Rosemary 
Everett  Cady,  Jo  Ann  Richardson  Small, 
Jack  Gregory,  Kathy  Hargis  Henderson, 
Wayne  Batchelder,  Jimmy  Harris,  Jr., 
David  Felder  and  Curtis  Carroll. 
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MISSION!  Quoting  Jean  Kuchmuk,  Area 
Coordinator  of  the  St.  Tammany  Parish 
Operation  Mainstream,  "I  enjoyed  meet¬ 
ing  so  many  wonderful,  committed  peo¬ 
ple.  I  also  came  away  with  a  much 
better  understanding  of  the  ‘mission’ 
portion  of  our  churches,  as  well  as  a 
more  sympathetic  feel  for  those  through¬ 
out  the  world  needing  our  help.  " 

In  a  follow-up  communication  mailed 
out  on  the  third  of  May,  local  churches 
were  urged  to  keep  the  Mission  Momen¬ 
tum  going  by  planning  more  programs 
on  mission  and  setting  local  goals. 


Let’s  Talk  It  Over 

•  Bishop  Richard  Wilke  of  Arkansas 
says  he’s  determined  to  help  United 
Methodism  reverse  its  membership 
slide.  Read  the  story  about  him  on 
page  3,  then  see  what  you  think  about 
what  he  says. 

*  Procter  and  Gamble,  according  to 
this  week’s  editorial,  has  announced  it 
will  scrap  its  corporate  symbol  be¬ 
cause  the  company  has  wearied  of  the 
fight  to  stop  the  rumor  that  the  sym¬ 
bol  is  somehow  “satanic."  W'hat  do 
you  make  of  all  of  this?  Is  it  much 
ado  about  nothing? 
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A  tragic  waste  of  Christian  effort 


The  rumor  mongers  -including  many 
in  the  church  — have  won.  Procter  & 
Gamble  Co.  is  dropping  its  103-year-old 
moon-and-stars  trademark  from  its 
products. 

Since  1981,  the  Cincinnati-based  firm 
had  fought  rumors 
that  the  symbol 
showing  the  man  in 
the  moon  looking  at 
13  stars  was  some¬ 
how  related  to  devil 
worship. 

The  rumor  never 
was  true.  But  that 
didn’t  stop  the  story 
from  spreading,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  local 
churches  across  the  country 

Company  officials  said  that  many  fun¬ 
damentalist  Protestants  endorsed  the  ru¬ 
mor  through  word-of-mouth,  mailings 
and  sermons  during  its  first  nationwide 
wave  in  1982. 

Roman  Catholic  priests  and  nuns  ap¬ 
parently  helped  the  rumor's  resurgence 
in  much  the  same  way  during  1984 

In  1982  the  company  enlisted  the  help 
of  noted  religious  figures  like  the  Rev. 
Billy  Graham,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell. 
Roman  Catholic  Cardinal  Joseph  Ber- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


nardin  and  and  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Emerson  S.  Colaw  to  attest  to  the  ru¬ 
mor’s  falsity.  The  firm  filed  six  lawsuits 
against  rumor  spreaders  and  spent  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  quash 
the  tale. 

At  first  the  efforts  appeared  to  have 
worked.  But  in  1984  the  rumor  began 
making  the  rounds  again— particularly 
in  northeastern  and  western  states.  Leaf¬ 
lets  from  unknown  sources  addressed  to 
“All  Christians"  falsely  reported  that  a 
Procter  &  Gamble  official  had  appeared 
on  a  national  television  show  and  said  the 
trademark  represented  a  santanic 
symbol. 

Even  though  the  company  can  prove 
that  no  such  appearance  took  place, 
Procter  &  Gamble  is  throwing  in  the  tow¬ 
el.  It  can  see  no  advantage  to  using  a 
trademark  that  fosters  malicious  stories. 

Paradoxically,  the  company’s  surrender 
testifies  to  the  power  Christians  can  mar¬ 
shal  when  they  are  deeply  concerned  about 
an  issue.  It  is  tragic  that  concern  in  this  in¬ 
stance  was  so  completely  misguided. 

If  we  as  Christians  would  put  as  much 
dedication  and  energy  into  loving  God 
and  others  as  we  sometimes  put  into 
trivial  pursuits,  the  resulting  gain  for 
God's  kingdom  would  be  staggering. 


C Thanksgiving  in  spring 


We  thank  You,  God,  for  growing  things. 
For  beauty's  pattern  wrought  in  green, 
For  soft,  refreshing  sylvan  shade, 

For  lawns  aglow  with  grassy  sheen. 


We  thank  You,  God,  for  flowered  things, 
For  lily,  honeysuckle,  rose, 

For  purest  breath  of  May-born  bloom 
Exhaled  upon  each  breeze  that  blows. 


We  thank  You,  God,  for  singing  things, 
For  feathered  friends  in  chorus  blent, 
For  songs  that  raise  from  nature’s 
heart 

To  heal  and  lift  ere  they  be  spent. 

We  thank  You,  God,  for  eyes  to  see, 

For  ears  to  hear,  and  heart  to  feel: 

To  nature’s  altar,  sky-domed,  free, 

We  bring  our  kindled  lives— and  kneel. 

-SAMUEL  E.  CARRUTH 


Here  I  Stand 


Recalling  Aldersgate 
should  help  add  zeal 
to  missions5  ministry 


UMs  should  not  pay  for  sanctuary  defense 


To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  strongly  express  my 
disapproval  of  the  action  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  in  contributing  $25,000  to 
a  fund  for  the  legal  defense  of  persons 
involved  in  the  so-called  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  sponsored  by  a  few  church  people 
(see  UMR,  May  3). 

I  heartily  agree  with  Virgil  A.  Kraft 
(see  "Here  I  Stand,"  May  3)  that  the  U.S. 
government  is  better  informed  on  the 
subject.  Law  violators  can  expect  pun¬ 
ishment. 

This  contribution,  which  is  unfair  to 
the  majority  of  church  people  who  do  not 
consider  the  sanctuary  movement  law¬ 
ful.  makes  it  readily  understandable  why 
contributions  by  church  people  to  such  a 
division  would  be  greatly  reduced  in  the 
current  year. 

M.  June  Brown 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

Debate  makes  me  proud 

To  the  Editor: 

The  May  5  "Here  I  Stand,”  with  both 
sides  of  the  "sanctuary”  issue  made  me 
proud  I  was  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Esther  Turnbough 
Edina,  Missouri 

Division  totally  wrong 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  May  3  issue  of  the  Reporter,  an 
article  told  us  that  ‘The  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries'  National  Program 
Division  voted  at  its  spring  meeting  here 
to  give  $25,000  to  aid  the  legal  defense  of 
persons  indicted  last  January  for  provid¬ 
ing  sanctuary  to  Central  American  refu¬ 
gees." 

I  think  that  action  is  totally  wrong. 
These  folks  who  have  decided  to  express 
their  personal  beliefs  by  transporting  il¬ 
legal  aliens  into  and  around  the  coun¬ 
try-even  in  the  face  of  its  being  against 
the  law— are  very  brave. 

They  also  are  acting  on  their  own— 
surely  these  actions  are  not  a  directive 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church— and 
they,  consequently,  should  be  facing  the 
charges  on  their  own,  not  at  the  expense 
of  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

As  trite  as  it  may  sound,  the  only  way 
I  have  of  "expressing  my  beliefs”  (about 
not  breaking  laws!)  is  for  me  to  not  give 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  any  more 
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money.  I  guess  to  do  that,  I  will  have  to 
stop  giving  money  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Furthermore,  I  intend  to  see  to  it  that 
a  recommendation  is  put  before  our  lo¬ 
cal  church  board  that  we  hold  aside  our 
portion  of  benevolences. 

Dianne  Risinger 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Resolutions  ineongruent 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  with  regard  to  the  article 
on  the  first  national  consultation  for  His- 
panic  United  Methodist  women  (see 
UMR,  April  26). 

There  was  a  strange  non-coherence 
between  the  early  part  of  the  report— 
which  seemed  to  define  the  problems 
and  needs  of  the  Hispanic  woman  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church— and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  two  adopted  resolutions  re¬ 
ported  as  drawing  enthusiastic  applause. 

The  problems  of  the  Hispanic  woman 
were  described  variously  as:  isolation 
and  lack  of  voice  within  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  separation  from  other  Hispanic 
women  because  of  membership  in  pre¬ 
dominately  Anglo  congregations,  His¬ 
panic  cultural  patterns  that  subordinate 
women  and  lack  of  acceptance  as  lead¬ 
ers  or  clergy  in  Hispanic  congregations. 

Curiously,  among  the  resulting  actions 
that  seemed  to  most  impress  your  re¬ 
porter  were  the  enthusiastic  approval  of 
two  human-rights  resolutions— one  pro¬ 
testing  the  intervention  of  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  in  Central  and  South  America, 
the  other  supporting  the  (unlawful)  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement  in  the  United  States. 

Is  it  possible  that  the  organizers  of  this 
consultation,  and  perhaps  also  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  ‘theologically  reflective" 
workshops,  were  members  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and/or  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society? 

Somehow,  the  results  of  the  consulta¬ 
tion  seem  more  consistent  with  the 
known  dogma  of  those  organizations 
than  with  the  cited  problems  of  the  His¬ 
panic  woman. 

Robert  C.  Grandy 
Westford,  Massachusetts 

Show  hurts  clergy  image 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wrote  NBC  my  opinion  of  the  TV 
show  that  Robert  Blake  did  entitled 
"Hell  Town.” 

What  could  have  been  an  enjoyable 
show  ended  as  an  insult  to  every  Roman 
Catholic  priest.  The  priest  portrayed  by 
Mr.  Blake  was  a  beer-guzzling  man  who 
openly  lusted  after  women  and  informed 
God  that  unless  He  removed  the  tempta¬ 
tion.  the  priest  would  go  over  the  fence 


and  satisfy  his  forbidden  desires. 

From  the  article  by  Roy  Howard 
Beck,  I  got  the  impression  that  the  show 
was  considered  as  satisfactory  by  Mr. 
Beck— with  the  exception  of  some  vio¬ 
lence  (see  UMR,  April  12).  And  after  all, 
the  United  Methodists  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area  might  be  enriched  by  the  $100,000. 

What  if  that  priest  had  been  a  United 
Methodist  Church  pastor?  Would  anyone 
have  been  angered,  or  is  the  money  too 
important? 

God  help  us!  I  don’t  care  what  the 
money  could  be  used  for.  If  we  have  to 
portray  a  man  of  God  as  this  priest  was 
represented,  no  amount  of  money  could 
lessen  the  damage  that  would  be  done  to 
all  priests  and  pastors  of  all  Christian 
churches. 

If  the  money  count  is  to  be  used  as  the 
only  criteria,  why  don’t  we  replace  Sun¬ 
day  services  with  porno  flicks?  We  could 
really  help  a  lot  of  people  then  because 
the  money  would  pour  into  the  churches. 

How  many  souls  would  be  saved? 

R.  E.  Snidow 
Marathon,  Florida 

Coverage  doesn’t  fit  image 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  about  Kampuchea’s  "kill¬ 
ing  fields"  asks,  “Where  was  church  dur¬ 
ing  killing?”  (see  UMR,  April  19). 

The  article  attempts  to  explain  why 
the  church  and  the  rest  of  the  world  did 
not— could  not— speak  out  or  do  any¬ 


thing  to  protest  or  prevent  the  killing. 

But  the  article  ignores  one  vital  rea¬ 
son:  The  church  had  been  very  busy  pro¬ 
testing  the  war  in  Vietnam.  The  methods 
in  that  war  may  have  been  wrong,  but 
the  purpose  was  to  prevent  the  oppres¬ 
sion  and  atrocities  of  communism. 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  takeover  by 
communism  that  was  not  accompanied 
by  misery  in  some  degree.  Did  the  events 
in  Kampuchea  not  demonstrate  that 
maybe  the  war  was  not  all  that  wrong, 
after  all? 

The  church  was  silent,  at  least  partly, 
because  the  church  could  not  do  an 
"about-face.” 

Hasn’t  the  church  noticed  yet  that 
there  was  a  connection?  Has  the  church 
ever  asked,  why  there  were  the  "boat 
people”  in  Southern  Asia;  why  the  Cu¬ 
bans  have  risked  their  lives  to  escape 
their  “workers’  paradise"  ;  why  the  East 
Germans  have  risked  their  lives  at  the 
wall;  why— after  the  partition  of  Viet¬ 
nam  when  the  French  abandoned  their 
cause— there  was  a  mass  exodus  from 
the  north  to  the  south  but  not  vice  versa? 

The  church,  in  general,  seems  to  no¬ 
tice  all  wrongs  committed  by  the  ex¬ 
treme  right  (or  maybe  not  so  extreme) 
but  not  by  the  left,  extreme  or  otherwise. 

I  am  surprised  that  the  Reporter  gave 
such  coverage  to  the  story  of  Kampu¬ 
chea.  It  does  not  seem  to  fit  your  usual 
image! 

Juta  Beauchamp 
Ashaway,  Rhode  Island 


By  G.  WELDON  GATLIN 

Worldwide  Methodism  celebrates  to¬ 
day  the  247th  anniversary  of  that  day  in 
Altersgate  Street  when  John  Wesley 
"felt  his  heart  strangely  warmed.” 

That  marvelous  religious  experience 
has  since  stirred  the  entire  Christian 
world. 

Mr.  Wesley  would  be  pleased  with  our 
United  Methodism  today.  But  he  would 
not  be  content. 

He  would  rejoice  in  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  great  organization,  with  its  superb 
equipment  and  competent  agencies.  But 
he  would  doubtless  say,  "One  thing  thou 
lackest."  That  is  what  he  said  to  his  own 
church,  which  he  loved. 

The  Church  of  England  in  the  18th  cen¬ 
tury  lacked  life,  spiritual  life,  genuine 
religious  life.  Mr.  Wesley’s  interest  and 
concern  were  not  in  remaking  his 
church.  He  wanted  to  restore  its  life  and 
imbue  it  with  power  to  bring  to  people 
the  experience  of  salvation. 

Mr.  Wesley  began  his  movement  with 
attention  focused  upon  the  human  heart. 
He  was  fully  aware  of  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  perversion,  of  political  and  gov¬ 
ernmental  corruption  and  of  moral  and 
religious  degeneracy  that  lay  like  a  pall 
upon  his  land. 

Yet  he  set  out  not  to  reform  these  and 
the  world  but  to  regenerate  the  heart  of 
a  person  he  believed  to  be  far  gone  from 
original  righteousness  and  desperately 
wicked. 

New  souls  needed 

What  society  needed  was  not  so  much 
new  laws  as  new  souls.  What  people 
needed  was  not  so  much  new  conditions 
as  new  natures. 

People  are  doomed  by  their  sins.  With¬ 
out  repentance,  faith  in  Christ  and  for¬ 
giveness  from  God,  there  can  be  no 
salvation.  Only  through  these  do  people 
become  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus. 

For  more  than  50  years  Mr.  Wesley 
kept  the  spotlight  there.  That  light 
brought  health  to  the  souls  of  people  and 
buoyancy  and  hope  into  the  heart  of  En¬ 
gland.  The  moral  and  spiritual  power  of 
primitive  Christianity  was  restored,  and 
a  new  day  dawned  in  the  religious  world. 

"The  world  is  my  parish,"  said  Mr. 
Wesley,  preaching  from  his  father’s 
tombstone.  That  gave  Methodism  its  out¬ 
look,  its  conscience  and  its  commission. 
With  the  spread  of  the  horizon  came  vi¬ 
sion  and  power. 

Well  what  of  it?  Across  history  did  our 
fathers  have  vision,  or  were  they  vision¬ 
ary?  Look  and  see. 

Have  not  the  fruits  of  their  seed-sow¬ 
ing  justified  their  zeal  and  sacrifice? 
Have  they  left  us  a  rich  heritage  or  an 
embarrassment? 


My  Witness 

/  must  speak  out  about  my  faith  in  Jesus 


By  LOIS  OLSON 

I  attended  a  workshop  in  my  church 
that  was  a  part  of  the  Minnesota  United 
Methodist  Conference  Women's  annual 
meeting. 

This  workshop  was  in  our  chapel.  The 
leader  stood  in  the  front  below  the  cross 
on  the  wall  and  proceeded  to  tell  us  that 
the  Bible  is  not  all  true  and  that  if  we  be¬ 
lieved  the  Bible  is  all  true,  then  we  had 
not  read  the  Bible  through. 

The  leader  went  on  to  tell  us  that  Je¬ 
sus  was  a  man  who  walked  on  earth  a 
long  time  ago  and  that  because  he  was 
no  longer  on  earth,  he  was  not  relevant. 
Therefore,  we  should  address  ourselves 
to  the  Christ. 

My  heart  started  pounding  and  beat¬ 
ing  so  fast  I  found  it  hard  to  control  my¬ 
self.  To  me  it  was  a  physical  sign  telling 
me  something  was  wrong. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


What  was  happening  to  me?  I  was  fine 
just  a  minute  before.  Where  could  I  go? 

The  spirit  wasn’t  telling  me  to  go  to 
the  altar,  and  I  didn’t  feel  weepy.  I 
couldn't  pray  because  I  had  always 
prayed  in  Jesus'  name.  But  I  must  to 
speak  out: 

It  all  sounds  like  secular  humanism  to 
me.  That,  I’m  told,  does  away  with  God  and 
makes  me  the  ultimate  measure  of  all 
things.  It  makes  me  the  source  of  all  values. 

Me!  I’m  so  unworthy.  I’m  so  afraid. 
I've  failed  so  many  times.  I  was  always 
lifted  up  before,  but,  Lord,  You  seem  so 
far  away  today. 

Will  You  come  back  to  me  if  I  don’t 
defend  you?  You  promised  never  to 
leave  me  or  forsake  me.  I  must  speak 
out  in  your  defense  because  You  loved 
me  so  much  that  You  died  for  me. 

Now  I'm  weepy,  Lord.  I  feel  your  pres¬ 
ence.  I  know  you're  real,  and  my  heart’s 


not  pounding  anymore.  Philippians  2:10 
says:  At  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow.  May  it  ever  be  so,  Lord  Jesus. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  which  Re¬ 
porter  readers  may  share  meaningful 
experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor.  Lois  Olson,  is  a 
member  of  Park  Avenue  UMC.  Minne¬ 
apolis.  Minn.  (Minnesota  Conference). 


If  the  world  is  really  our  parish,  its 
open  doors  would  be  our  joy.  But  some 
people  seem  to  be  rethinking  United 
Methodism's  missions  to  think  them  out 
of  existence.  Instead,  we  should  be  think¬ 
ing  them  into  our  conscience  as  did  our 
honored  fathers. 

Let  there  be  a  new  awakening  of  th<e 
people  called  United  Methodist,  a  new  mo¬ 
bilization  of  the  church  and  a  new  move¬ 
ment  among  the  forces  that  are 
responsible  for  the  migration  of  this  su¬ 
preme  enterprise  of  Christianity,  missions. 

Our  greatest  heritage  is  the  sense  of  a 
great  opportunity  and  responsibility  and 
the  conscience  to  meet  it.  The  mission¬ 
ary  enterprise  is  the  only  organization 
with  potential  power  and  prestige 
enough  to  bring  about  international 
goodwill  and  understanding. 

The  great,  gigantic  United  Methodism 
of  ours  that  covers  the  lands  with  its  mil¬ 
lions  needs  today  just  what  Mr.  Wesley 
gave  to  the  church  and  Christianity,  and 
that  is  revitalization,  or  vitalization. 

Ministry  lacks  zeal 

United  Methodist  ministry  is  intelli¬ 
gent,  energetic  and  forceful.  Is  it  not 
that  United  Methodism  lacks  the  holy  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  the  quickened  soul  of  the 
Oxford  Club  and  the  burning  zeal  and 
convincing  appeal  of  Francis  Asbury’s 
flaming  evangelists? 

Has  it  not  gained  breadth  of  culture 
but  lost  intensity  of  spirit? 

People  in  the  pews  have  never  been 
more  generous  in  finances,  more  enter¬ 
prising  in  building  churches  and  furnish¬ 
ing  the  facilities  of  worship,  more 
cooperative  in  the  work  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  more  loyal  to  the  movements  of 
the  church.  But  do  they  realize  their  own 
needs  of  spiritual  dynamics? 

Is  not  there  a  need  for  an  emphasis 
that  will  bring  salvation  to  the  souls  of 
millions  of  lost  men  and  women,  an  em¬ 
phasis  that  will  put  conviction  into  the 
heart  of  the  church  for  the  conversion  of 
non-Christian  people,  an  emphasis  thai 
will  empower  United  Methodism  for  its 
enormous  responsibility  in  this  country 
and  the  world? 

How  shall  this  be  brought  about? 

We  all  have  the  know-how,  techniques, 
knowledge,  finances  and  people  to  do  what 
Jesus  commands.  Jesus  told  his  disciples 
before  his  ascension:  "Ye  shall  receive 
power,  the  Holy  Ghost  will  come  upon  you; 
and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  to  me,  both  in 
Jerusalem  and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.” 

Then  as  Jesus  went  up' to  heaven,  twt? 
men  in  white  stood  by  the  disciples  and 
said,  "Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  gaz¬ 
ing  into  heaven."  The  disciples  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Jerusalem. 

This  command  of  Jesus  is  for  each  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  today.  We  should  stop  gazing 
into  the  heavens  and  return  to  our  Jerusa¬ 
lem  or  Aldersgate  and  receive  power  io 
continue  the  migration  of  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion  that  had  a  new  start  May  24, 1738.  1 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  G. 
Weldon  Gatlin,  lives  in  Gilmer,  Texas, 
and  is  a  retired  member  of  the  Tennes¬ 
see  Annual  Conference. 


Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 

seeks  a  Director  of  Alumni  ae  Relations  and  Pub 
licalions  The  director  will  enhance  the  awareness 
of  and  appreciation  and  support  for  the  seminary 
by  alumni,  ae  and  other  constituencies  through 
planned  activities  and  publications  Send  vitae  to 
Dr  David  lleetland.  Vice  President  for  Develop¬ 
ment  2121  Sheridan  Road.  Evanston.  IL  60201.  by 
June  15  1985 


Week’s  worship  with  bishops  surprises 
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Insurmountable  Opportunities— 
Peacemaking  with  our  Neighbors 
June  17-21 

Offered  by  General  Boards  of 
Discipleship.  Church  and  Society, 
in  cooperation  with 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
4500  Massachusetts  Ave..  N  W  . 
Washington.  DC  20016 


Help  Wanted: 

Contact  Person  for 

Congregational  Development 

One  person  in  each  jurisdiction  needed 
for  occasional  assistance  in  financing 
building  programs. 

Should  be  experienced  on  local 
church  building  committee  or  District 
Committee  on  Church  Location  and 
Building.  Mortgage  banking  ex¬ 
perience  a  plus.  Modest  daily  stipend 
plus  expenses.  Three  to  five  days  per 
month  commitment. 

Write  for  further  Information  to: 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
Congregational  Development  Unit 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  308 
New  York,  New  York  10115 


I  cannot  recall  what  I  expected  when  I 
arrived  in  Seattle  recently  for  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops— my  first  to  attend. 

A  number  of  issues  on  the  agenda  prom¬ 
ised  some  interesting  moments.  But  I  was 
prepared  to  endure  some  dull,  but  neces¬ 
sary.  routine  business. 

I  was  aware  of  the  option  of  sharing  in 
the  bishop  s  worship  service  each  morn¬ 
ing.  but  my  expectations  did  not  include 
hearing  four  better-than-average  sermons. 

That  my  total  worship  experience 
with  the  church's  episcopal  leaders 
would  foster  a  significant  new  feeling 
for  each  of  them  was  to  be  an  even 
greater  surprise. 

Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  (San  Francisco 
Area)  set  the  tone  with  her  opening 
words  of  the  first  sermon  She  suggested 
that  the  bishops  had  convened  in  a  world 
predictably  doomed  Then,  as  though 
asking  a  question  and  giving  its  answer 
at  the  same  time,  she  said.  Yet  we  dare 
to  proclaim  hope  in  Jesus  Christ." 

The  following  morning  Bishop  Ernest 
Fitzgerald  (Atlanta  Area)  suggested  we 
could  learn  from  the  Moral  Majority.  He 
said  the  leaders  of  the  Moral  Majority 
had  learned  the  benefits  of  "rigid  stan¬ 
dards  '  and  "the  value  of  a  cause.  He 
even  suggested  that  we  could  risk  de¬ 
claring  rigid  standards  for  a  clearly  de¬ 
fined  Christian  Gospel 

With  carefully  gathered  facts  and  just 


wwm 


as  carefully  selected  Bible  stories,  Bish¬ 
op  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  im¬ 
pressed  upon  his 
colleagues  that  not 
only  is  the  church 
they  lead  declining 
in  numbers,  it  is  un¬ 
able  to  reproduce  it¬ 
self  and  is  in  danger 
of  becoming  extinct  I 
(see  story  elsewhere! 
in  this  issue  for  Dan  Louis 
greater  detail  about  his  sermon). 

Bishop  Wilke  declared  it  was  time  that 
the  word  of  the  Lord  was  heeded.  "As 
you're  going  into  the  world,  offer  repen¬ 
tance:  preach  the  gospel;  and  make  dis¬ 
ciples."  he  said 

When  the  bishops,  spouses  and  others 
of  us  gathered  to  celebrate  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  in  the  final  meeting.  Bishop  Paul 
A  Duffey  (Louisville.  Ky..  Area) 
preached.  He  said  the  bishops’  task  must 
be  done  with  the  kind  of  absolute  certainty 
that  we  ascribe  to  certain  sciences,  such 
as  mathematics.  But  mathematics  at  its 
simplest  point  is  only  an  expression  of  our 
experience. 

Bishop  Duffey  said  we  as  Christians 
have  experienced  God’s  grace  as  surely 
as  we  have  experienced  two  plus  two. 
Consequently,  we  should  proclaim  that 
grace  with  the  same  absolute  assurance. 

With  the  spirit  of  these  sermons  in 
mind.  I  joined  the  bishops,  their  spouses 


and  the  others  to  file  to  the  front  of  what 
had  been  a  hotel  meeting  room— now 
transformed  into  a  holy  place  of  worship 
by  who  we  were  and  what  we  were 
about— to  receive  the  sacrament. 

From  my  vantage  point  I  looked  across 
this  unique  congregation  of  Christians,  so 
diverse  (as  their  discussions  of  the  week 
had  demonstrated  time  after  time)  and 
yet  drawn  together  so  tightly  by  this  act  of 
holy  reconciliation— and  the  power  of  the 
messages  that  had  been  preached? 

It  came  to  me  that  these  general  su¬ 
perintendents  of  United  Methodism,  or 
shepherds  if  you  will,  are  themselves  sheep 
in  a  world  "predictably  doomed"  and 
demanding  great  risk  on  their  parts  —  with¬ 
out  a  pastor  appointed  to  minister  to  their 
pain  and  fears. 

I  then  noticed  that  scattered  across 
the  room  were  several  bishops  leaning 
on  what  had  been  work  tables  as  though 
they  were  now  altars.  Their  hands  were 
clasped,  and  their  heads  were  bowed 
low,  I  believe  deeply  involved  in  prayer 
to  the  pastor  of  all. 

I  know  that  I  have  neither  the  position 
nor  the  capacity  to  minister  to  bishops, 
or  even  a  bishop.  But,  I  do  have  the  posi¬ 
tion  and  capacity— and  now  the  need -to 
pray  daily  for  this  special  congregation 
of  Christians,  uniquely  and  yet  thorough¬ 
ly  set  apart  from  the  Christian  commu¬ 
nity  they  lead. 

-DANJ.  LOUIS 


HOW  LONG  HAS  IT  BEEN 
SINCE  YOU  GOT  PAID  TO 
READ  SOME  GOOD  BOOKS? 

Vy/ell,  the  Duke  Fellows  Program  does  just  that. 
W  Whether  it’s  ethics  with  Stanley  Hauerwas, 
theology  with  Geoffrey  Wainwright  or  religious 
education  with  John  Westerhoff,  you  can  read  to 
your  heart’s  content  in  the  company  of  some  of 
the  most  stimulating  minds  in  theology  today. 

Through  the  Duke  Fellows  Program,  Duke 
Divinity  School  provides  a  paid  study-leave  for 
pastors  with  five  years  or  more  of  ministerial  ser¬ 
vice.  Applications  are  due  by  July  1  for  the  full¬ 
time,  semester  long  program  begin-  DUKE 

ning  in  the  fall  of  1985.  Further  _ 

details  and  forms  can  be  obtained 
by  writing  Duke  Fellows,  The 
Divinity  School,  Duke  University, 

Durham,  North  Carolina  27706. 
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Associate  Editor  copal  colleagues  accountable.  indicating  that  the  denomination  doesn’t  to  becoming  a  bishop. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Rookie  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  has 
been  indefatigable  the  last  year  in  ring¬ 
ing  the  alarm  about  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church's  21-year  membership 
decline. 

-•  United  Methodism  has  become  a  dying 
branch  on  the  vine  of  the  universal 
.phurch,  the  Arkansas  Area  bishop  re¬ 
cently  told  a  gathering  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  bishops. 

"God  won’t  cut  down  the  vine,  but  He 
can  lop  off  the  branches  that  don’t  bear 
.fruit,"  he  said. 

Maybe  the  Wesley  movement  has 
served  its  purpose  and  other  churches 
will  do  God’s  work  henceforth,  he  said. 
"But  I  think  He  would  prefer  to  have  the 
Wesleyan  witness  in  the  spectrum  of  his 
Gospel  and  of  his  people.  ” 

Through  such  exhorting,  Bishop  Wilke 
has  emerged  as  the  denomination’s  chief 
and  most  outspoken  proponent  of  stop¬ 
ping  the  denomination’s  steep  member¬ 
ship  decline  and  of  showing  that  United 
Methodists  still  can  bear  the  fruit  of  in¬ 
troducing  additional  persons  to  Jesus 
Christ  through  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 

Denominational  leaders  have  ignored 
the  decline  too  long,  he  says. 

"The  time  has  come  to  deal  with  this; 
the  bell  is  ringing  and  I’m  going  to  keep 
ringing  it,”  he  says. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  has  given  him 
a  platform  by  making  him  chairman  of 
its  committee  responding  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  call  for  a  doubling 
of  membership  by  1992. 

Bishops  held  accountable 

Some  oberservers  say  Bishop  Wilke  is 
the  first  national  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
er  to  dare  to  identify  himself  closely 
with  the  membership-turnaround  cause. 
They  say  the  cause  is  a  dangerous  one 
because  failure  seems  so  assured  by  the 
momentum  behind  the  21-year  loss  of  1.7 
million  members, 

A  bishop  for  less  than  a  year,  he  has 


shown  little  timidity  in  holding  his  epis¬ 
copal  colleagues  accountable. 

When  elected.  Bishop  Wilke  told  the 
Reporter  he  would  risk  offending  his 
brother  and  sister  bishops  because  he  be¬ 
lieved  it  essential  that  they  come  to  grips 
with  the  reality  that  “our  church  is  dying.” 

He  seemed  to  take  just  that  risk  on 
May  2  in  Seattle  when  given  the  opportu¬ 
nity  afforded  to  all  new  bishops  to 
preach  to  their  "elders." 

His  impassioned  sermon  during  the 
morning  devotions  used  the  John  5:1-15 
text  about  Jesus  encountering  the  crip¬ 
pled  man  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda. 

“We,  the  United  Methodist  Church,  lie 
by  the  pool,  withering  and  weak,”  Bishop 
Wilke  said.  “The  Savior  says,  Do  you 
want  to  be  well?’  and  we’re  not  sure." 

He  suggested  that  the  bishops,  as  the 
chief  pastors  of  the  denomination,  are 
greatly  accountable  for  whether  the  de¬ 
nomination  decides  if  it  wants  to  be  well. 

"Who’s  minding  the  store?"  Bishop 
Wilke  exclaimed.  Looking  across  row  af¬ 
ter  row  of  bishops,  he  answered  his  ques¬ 
tion:  "Nobody  knows.” 

Examples  of  impotency  given 

The  King  James  Version  says  the  crip¬ 
pled  man  was  impotent,  and  that  is  a 
good  word  with  its  modern  understand¬ 
ing,  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

“We're  unable  to  reproduce.  Since 
1964  we’ve  been  lying  by  the  pool  wither¬ 
ing  away,"  he  said,  moving  to  a  large 
chart  showing  how  average  Sunday 
School  attendance  has  dropped  by  50 
percent  since  1964  ( see  chart  below ) , 

"Our  youth  program  is  weak,”  Bishop 
Wilke  continued.  “United  Methodist 
Women  meetings— and  bishops  won’t  say 
this,  but  pastors  are  now  beginning  to— 
look  like  meetings  of  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Retired  Persons.  I  wanted  to 
say  Gray  Panthers,  but  we’re  not  that 
energetic. 

"Our  continuous  missionary  decline 
has  stripped  the  church  of  much  of  its 
enthusiasm." 


Among  the  signs  he  said  he  has  found 
indicating  that  the  denomination  doesn’t 
know  if  it  wants  to  be  well  are: 

•  Nobody  seems  to  be  watching  the  vi¬ 
tal  signs.  Nobody  knows  how  many 
young  people  attend  UMYF  and  church 
camps  or  how  many  men  attend  United 
Methodist  Men  meetings  or  even  how 
many  women  attend  United  Methodist 
Women  meetings. 

•With  the  breakdown  of  the  family  a 
major  problem  of  U.S.  society,  the  de¬ 
nomination  has  one  half-time  employee 
assigned  to  marriage  and  family  work. 

•  "We  have  yet  to  devise  a  strategy  to 
reach  singles.” 

•Like  the  crippled  man  who  said  he 
couldn’t  be  healed  because  somebody 
else  always  got  into  the  pool  first  when 
the  waters  began  to  stir.  United  Method¬ 
ists  sit  back  and  complain  that  the  Bap¬ 
tists  and  the  Pentecostals  get  to  the  poor 
people,  blue-collar  workers  and  ethnic 
persons  first. 

20  million  goal  ‘ludicrous’ 

"Last  year  at  this  very  time  at  the 
1984  General  Conference,  late  at  night, 
from  seemingly  an  unknown  source, 
someone  said,  Let’s  double  our  member¬ 
ship  to  20  million  by  1992.'  All  in  favor 
say  ‘Aye’  and  we  all  lifted  our  hands,” 
Bishop  Wilke  told  the  bishops. 

"Since  then,  we've  lost  another  50,000 
members.  While  we've  been  here  this 
week,  we  have  closed  four  more  aver¬ 
age-size  churches.  We’re  paralyzed." 

The  bishop  said  the  20  million  goal  is 
“ludicrous  and  may  handicap  us.  I  fear 
we  won't  even  turn  this  ship  (member¬ 
ship  loss)  around  . . .  and  that  we  have 
only  another  year  or  so  before  the  Lord 
will  let  us  die  for  lack  of  bearing  fruit." 

Despite  the  pessimistic  signs,  he  said 
he  believes  the  United  Methodist  Church 
again  can  be  a  growing  denomination, 
partly  because  of  his  experience  with  the 
long  but  eventually  successful  effort  to 
turn  around  the  downtown  First  UMC  in 


Wichita,  Kan.,  where  he  was  pastor  prior 
to  becoming  a  bishop. 

He  said  he  believes  the  answer  lies  in 
developing  more  small  groups  in  which 
to  nurture  people,  in  emphasizing  the 
roots  of  the  faith  and  in  “crying  for  the 
word  of  the  Savior  to  give  us  healing.” 

His  committee  of  bishops  working  on 
the  membership  goal  will  meet  again 
Sept.  13-14.  "We  may  not  have  a  plan,  or 
•  maybe  we  will  have  100  plans,”  he  said, 
v" Maybe  all  we’ll  be  able  to  do  is  to  shift 
.ytlie  focus." 

‘Prophetic  voice’  commended 

When  the  bishops  reconvened  follow¬ 
ing  Bishop  Wilke’s  sermon,  Bishop  Em¬ 
erson  S.  Colaw  (Minnesota  Area)  stepped 
to  a  microphone  and  said,  "Our  col¬ 
league  was  prophetic  in  reminding  us  of 
'our  duties.  We  are  the  pastoral  leaders 
of  this  great  denomination." 

He  movdd  and  the  other  bishops 
agreed  to  have  transcripts  of  the  sermon 
sent  to  each  bishop. 

They  later  agreed  to  devote  "a  signifi¬ 
cant  amount  of  time”  at  their  fall  meet¬ 
ing  to  addressing  the  concerns  raised  by 
Bishop  Wilke. 


Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  points  to  plunging  Sunday  School  attendance  fig¬ 
ures  and  warns  that  unless  United  Methodists  begin  soon  to  show  they  can 
bring  additional  persons  into  Christ’s  community,  God  may  allow  the  denom¬ 
ination  to  die. 


PHOTO  BY  MICHAEL  MITCHELL 


Hymnal  revision  committee  okays 
240  ‘probables’  in  early  decisions 
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Strong  worship  attendance  belies  general  UM  decline 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodist  worship  services  continue  to  draw 
strong  attendance  (see  chart  at  left). 

That  belies  major  decline  of  the  church  in  nearly  every 
other  category.  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  says  strong  worship 
attendance  may  be  a  reason  for  the  inaction  of  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  addressing  the  decline. 

Ministers  look  out  from  their  pulpits  on  Sunday  morning, 
see  the  pews  about  as  full  as  they  have  been  for  a  decade 
and  assume  the  church  remains  solid,  Bishop  Wilke  explains. 

They  would  be  shocked  at  the  crumbling  foundations  if 
they  paid  attention  to  what  is  happening  during  the  church 
school  hour,  he  says  (see  chart  at  right). 

Common  wisdom  among  analysts  of  church  statistics  is 
that  church  membership  follows  the  direction  of  church 


school  attendance.  While  membership  has  fallen  16  percent 
since  1964,  church  school  attendance  has  plunged  50  percent, 
foreboding  a  dismal  future,  Bishop  Wilke  says. 

He  says  it  is  difficult  to  help  ministers  see  the  problem.  In 
the  case  of  Arkansas,  most  ministers  never  see  a  Sunday 
school  because  they  preach  at  several  churches  each  Sunday, 
he  says. 

Bishop  Wilke  says  he  believes  worship  attendance  may  be 
holding  steady  because  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  wide¬ 
ly  varied  program  attracts  a  lot  of  visitors.  But  without  be¬ 
coming  involved  in  a  small  group  such  as  a  church  school 
class,  the  visitors  don’t  continue  to  associate  with  the  de¬ 
nomination,  let  alone  join  it,  he  suggests.  Church  school 
classes,  not  worship  services,  tend  to  create  new  Christians 
and  members,  the  bishop  says.  —ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

NASHVILLE— One  thing  is  certain 
about  the  proposed  new  hymnal  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists— it  will  be  small  enough 
to  fit  into  hymnal  racks  on  the  backs  of 
church  pews. 

That’s  about  the  only  thing  known 
.  about  whatever  the  book  may  be  called, 
what  it  may  contain  and  in  what  se¬ 
quence. 

But  members  of  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  showed  no  panic  May  13-14 
about  what  they  admit  is  the  impossible 
job  of  pleasing  everyone  with  a  book— or 
books— to  replace  the  1964  Book  of 
Hymns.  They  even  had  fun,  breaking  into 
unaccompanied  song  at  the  mere  men¬ 
tion  of  an  old  favorite  like  “Come  Thou 
Fount"  or  rising  immediately  to  sing, 
with  spirited  piano  accompaniment,  all 
four  verses  and  improvised  refrains  for 
"All  Glory,  Laud  and  Honor." 

Language  task  remains 

They  acknowledge,  however,  that  the 
hard  work  has  hardly  begun.  The  whole 
question  of  inclusive  language  lies  ahead, 
with  its  certain  challenge  to  hymns  such 
as  “This  is  My  Father’s  World.”  The  com¬ 
mittee  approved  a  group  of  consultants  to 
assist  in  inclusive  language  deliberations. 

At  this  meeting  about  240  hymns  from 
the  current  book  were  "approved  in  prin¬ 
ciple  thus  far"  for  retention,  but  new 
text-tune  "marriages"  will  be  sought  for 
texts  like  "Happy  the  Home.”  A  block  of 
Wesleyan  hymns  remains  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  a  separate  category. 

Also  to  be  considered  are  what  might 
be  duplicated  from  other  hymnals  popu¬ 
larly  used  by  United  Methodists  includ¬ 
ing  the  old  standard  Cokesbury  and  the 
newer  ethnic-oriented  Songs  of  Zion. 

Among  the  24  committee  members 
are  several  holding  graduate  degrees  in 
music  or  professorships  in  homiletics 
and  sacred  music  or  professional  posi¬ 
tions  as  local  church  ministers  of  music. 
But  those  and  other  specialties  have  not 
deafened  the  committee  to  what  the 
church  seems  to  be  saying  about  the 
need  for  a  new  hymnal. 

The  committee,  in  assessing  whether 
to  retain  a  hymn  “in  principle,"  fre¬ 
quently  referred  to  results  of  the  hot-off- 
the-oress  churchwide  survey  of  hymn 


NCC  governors  take  major  step  toward  unity 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— The  National  Council  of 
;  Churches  of  Christ  took  a  major  step 
here  toward  becoming  a  single  unified 
:  organization  for  the  first  time  in  its  of¬ 
ten-troubled  35-year  history. 

The  NCC’s  267-member  Governing 
Board,  among  other  actions  taken  at  its 
annual  spring  meeting,  unanimously  ap¬ 
proved  a  plan  to  implement  a  revamped 
organizational  structure  adopted  by  the 
board  last  fall. 

Plans  to  streamline  the  ecumenical 
agency’s  structure  and  to  make  it  more 
accountable  to  its  member  churches 
were  underway  before  the  council  came 
under  attack  in  1983  by  Reader’s  Digest 
and  the  "60  Minutes"  television  show. 

Attacks  had  some  effect 

Council  officials  conceded,  however, 
that  the  new  structure  takes  into  consid¬ 
eration  concerns  raised  by  those  attacks 
as  well  as  others  raised  in  1984  by  the 


United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  (see 
UMR,  May  10). 

In  other  action,  the  board  stopped 
short  of  calling  for  a  boycott  of  the 
Campbell  Soup  Company  after  a  lengthy 
debate.  Board  members  voted  instead 
for  the  NCC  to  continue  to  play  the  role 
of  “mediator"  between  Campbell’s  and 
the  Farm  Labor  Organizing  Committee 
as  it  has  done  for  the  past  six  months. 

The  labor  group,  which  represents 
farm  workers  employed  by  suppliers  of 
farm  produce  to  Campbell’s,  had  asked 
the  council  to  endorse  the  boycott  that 
has  already  been  joined  by  some  church- 
related  groups,  including  some  council 
members.  (The  United  Methodist 
Church's  Board  of  Global  Ministries  re¬ 
cently  postponed  support  of  a  boycott  of 
Campbell’s  pending  outcome  of  NCC  me¬ 
diation  efforts.  See  UMR,  May  3). 

If  a  satisfactory  agreement  between 
the  farmworkers  and  Campbell's  is  not 
reached  by  Sept.  1.  however,  the  board 
authorized  the  mediation  committee  to 
"prepare  a  recommendation"  for  the 


1876  3nn  &  Restaurant  ^ 

Completed  in  1983 

Call  Us.  It’s  Free!  l-800-643-3030 

At  the  1876  Inn  you  enjoy  fine  accommodations,  dedicated  service,  an 
outstanding  restaurant  and  special  attention  for  groups. 

•  Enjoy  our  lovely  landscaping  of  spring  and  summer  flowers  •  Relax 
in  the  Jacuzzi  whirlpool  bath  •  We  are  experienced  in  handling  groups 

•  We  will  make  your  reservations  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  and  other 

wholesome  attractions  M  bll 

The  1876  Inn  and  Restaurant 
Rt  1,  Box  247 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632 

(501)  253-7183  _ 

Check  with  us  for  special  events  throughout  the  year. 


council’s  executive  committee  meeting 
in  September.  Presumably,  the  recom¬ 
mendation  could  include  taking  boycott 
action. 

The  dispute  between  Campbell  and  the 
farm  workers  is  over  health  conditions, 
wages  and  the  right  of  Midwest  tomato 
and  cucumber  farmers  to  organize  accord¬ 
ing  to  Kenyon  C.  Burke,  NCC  associate 
general  secretary  for  church  and  society. 

Focus  was  on  structure 

Despite  these  and  other  social  action 
resolutions,  the  board’s  primary  efforts 
focused  on  the  new  organizational  plan. 

The  plan  calls  for  grouping  the  ecu¬ 
menical  agency's  numerous  program 
units  into  five  "clusters”  directly  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  agency’s  governing 
board..  Historically  these  have  operated 
independently  of  board  control. 

"The  clusters  . . .  are  intended  as  one 
step  toward  the  healing  of  the  broken¬ 
ness  of  this  body,  "said  NCC  chief  the 
Rev.  Arie  R.  Brouwer  in  his  report  to  the 
board. 

The  clusters  are  designed  to  hear  and 
review  reports,  concerns  and  proposals 
of  NCC  program  units  and  will  serve  as 
"forums"  to  discuss  and  focus  issues 
brought  to  the  governing  board 

The  plan  calls  for  the  board  to  consid¬ 
er  only  proposals  that  have  first  been  re¬ 
viewed  and  acted  upon  by  the  clusters. 

The  five  clusters  named  in  the  plan 
are  Unity  and  Relationships.  Church  Life 
and  Witness.  Church  and  Society,  Inter¬ 
national  Ecumenical  Relations  and  Min¬ 
istries,  and  Church  World  Service. 

The  inclusion  in  the  cluster  plan  of 
Church  World  Service,  the  ecumenically- 
sponsored  relief  agency,  was  regarded 
by  many  observers  as  a  key  develop¬ 
ment,  one  that  many  had  resisted. 

Church  World  Service  has  been  finan¬ 


cially  the  most  widely  supported  part  of 
the  council,  accounting  for  about  70  per¬ 
cent  of  the  National  Council’s  total  in¬ 
come. 

Relief  agency  control  gained 

While  the  cluster  plan  does  not  call  for 
Church  World  Service’s  income  to  be 
“taxed"  for  the  support  of  other  pro¬ 
grams— as  some  feared  it  would— the 
plan  gives  the  governing  board  more  di¬ 
rect  control  of,  and  responsibility  for, 
the  relief  agency. 

The  new  structure  also  calls  for  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  commission  to  deal  with  "wor¬ 
ship,  evangelism  and  renewal,”  with 
provision  that  council  members  show  a 
willingness  to  support  such  a  commis¬ 
sion. 

In  the  past,  a  board  member  said, 
"The  council  has  created  new  structures 
on  the  basis  of  the  latest  fad,  only  to  find 
that  financial  support  dried  up  after  a 
few  years  when  the  churches  moved  on 
to  something  else." 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  the 
NCC’s  largest  contributing  member  de¬ 
nomination.  Total  contributions  from  the 
denomination  in  1984  were  $5.15  million, 
more  than  doubling  that  of  the  next  larg¬ 
est  supporter. 

Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism's  Indiana  Area  pointed  out  that 
one  measure  of  the  church’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  council  and  to  the  new  struc¬ 
ture  was  the  fact  that  the  denomination's 
entire  30-member  delegation  to  the  board 
meeting  was  present  —  including  all  five 
bishops. 

It  is  especially  significant  that  the 
bishops  made  the  effort  to  attend,  Bishop 
Hodapp  said,  since  now  is  the  "worst 
possible  time  of  the  year"  for  them  to  be 
away  from  their  areas  while  pastoral 
appointments  are  being  made. 


"favorites”  (see  UMR,  May  17)  and  of  a 
1983  survey  of  hymn  usage  from  the  cur¬ 
rent  book.  Committee  members  also  had 
access  to  four  file  folders  full  of  unsolic¬ 
ited  suggestions,  manuscripts  and  music 
from  across  the  church. 

Individual  members  have  their  own 
favorites  which,  goodnaturedly,  they  are 
attempting  to  “sell.’’  These  include 
"There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled  with  Blood” 
and  a  sixth  verse  to  "Amazing  Grace,” 
beginning  "When  we’ve  been  there  ten 
thousand  years  . . .",  both  favorites  of 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  of  the  Missouri 
Area.  Another  member,  Dr.  Charles 
Webb,  dean  of  the  Indiana  University 
School  of  Music,  attempted  to  “sell"  the 
Richmond  hymn  tune  (number  12  in  the 
current  book)  with  or  without  its  current 
text  by  stoutly  playing  one  verse  on  the 
piano. 

No  final  judgments  reached 

The  hymn  most  discussed  so  far,  ac¬ 
cording  to  committee  members,  is  "Low 
in  the  Grave  He  Lay.”  Despite  its  77  per¬ 
cent  rating  in  the  1983  usage  survey  and 
its  reported  extensive  use  in  small-mem¬ 
bership  churches,  one  member  declared, 

‘  Musically,  it’s  sad.  I  would  take  it  out." 
But  final  judgment  has  not  been  reached 
on  that  or  any  other  one. 

Some  members  said  the  current  book 
is  deficient  in  hymns  dealing  with  inter¬ 
national  peace  but  "long"  on  hvmns 
speaking  of  inner  peace.  One  member, 
representative  of  the  denomination’s  Na¬ 
tive  American  membership,  pleaded  for 
the  new  hymnal’s  Thanksgiving  section 
to  be  devoted  more  to  hymns  of  praise  to 
God  for  the  harvest  festival  and  less  to 
hymns  giving  the  impresssion  “that  God 
has  given  the  red  man’s  country  to  the 
white  man." 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  sees  this  as  the  biggest  publishing 
project  in  its  near-200-year  history.  Its 
president  and  publisher,  Robert  Feaster, 
a  member  of  the  committee,  outlined  a 
seven-part  marketing  plan  which  envi¬ 
sions  17  kinds  of  advertising,  pre-publi¬ 
cation  discounted  prices,  telemarketing 
and  field  events  to  help  train  people  to 
use  the  book. 

The  committee,  in  only  its  second 
meeting,  got  a  jolt  in  a  speech  by  church 
researcher  and  futurist  the  Rev.  Lyle 
Schaller,  United  Methodist  from  Indiana. 

‘Most  influential’  label  attached 

The  plainspoken  Dr  Schaller  asserted, 
"This  is  probably  the  most  influential 
committee  I  have  ever  met  with  because 
it  will  have  the  most  impact  on  the  de¬ 
nomination." 

He  said  any  denomination  needs  three 
distinctive  marks  of  identification:  (1)  a 
news  magazine,  which  he  said  United 
Methodism  does  not  have;  (2)  a  dominant 
seminary  rather  than  a  group  of  semi¬ 
naries,  and  (3)  a  hymnal. 

Dr.  Schaller  said  a  hymnal  is  impor¬ 
tant  because  it  helps  assimilate  new  per¬ 
sons  into  a  denominational  "tribe,"  but 
only  if  they  can  recognize  something  fa¬ 
miliar,  perhaps  something  they  have 
learned  in  another  denomination. 

He  warned  that  denominational  loyal¬ 


ty.  when  it  comes  to  buying  things  like  a 
new  hymnal,  "is  not  what  it  used  to  be." 
He  predicted  the  new  book  will  require  a 
much  longer  period  of  adoption  than  did 
the  1964  book. 

Dr.  Schaller’s  presentation  was  one  of  a 
series  the  committee  has  scheduled  by 
representatives  of  special  interest  groups 
or  specialties.  At  this  meeting  the  com¬ 
mittee  also  heard  from  the  Rev.  Ross 
Whetstone  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
newal  Fellowship,  generally  known  as  the 
charismatic  group  within  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  long  iden¬ 
tified  as  one  of  the  denomination’s  strong¬ 
est  evangelical  figures. 

Lacking  any  "definites”  at  this  point, 
the  committee  discussed  a  wide  range  of 
“possibles."  These  included: 

•  A  working  title  of  “United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship  and  Hymns.”  although  a 
shorter  version  of  "United  Methodist 
Hymnal  and  Worship  Book"  drew  some 
support.  A  major  decision  revolving 
around  the  title,  committee  members 
agreed,  is  the  "trade-off”  between  sales 
which  might  be  gained  through  denomi¬ 
national  loyalty  if  “United  Methodist”  is 
used  in  the  name  versus  sales  which 
might  be  possible  to  a  broader  "trade" 
market  if  it  were  not. 

•  Five  books  rather  than  one.  These 
would  include  a  "peoples’  book”  or  con¬ 
gregational  hymnal  without  complete 
music  (harmonization)  for  all  verses  of 
all  hymns  and,  in  fact,  only  a  melody 
line  for  some  universally-known  hymns 
like  "Away  in  a  Manger"  or  “Amazing 
Grace.”  A  larger  “full-music"  edition 
would  be  intended  for  choir  members 
and  other  leaders  of  music.  Supporting 
books  would  be  one  containing  worship 
service  music  such  as  responses,  a  re¬ 
sources  book  for  leaders  of  worship,  and 
a  companion  to  the  hymnal  including 
narrative  stories  behind  the  hymns. 

•  A  reordering  of  the  hymnal  to  place 
worship  resources  in  the  front,  followed 
by  hymns,  then  worship  service  music 
and  finally  the  Psalter  or  responsive 
readings.  Consecutive  numbering  would 
be  used  from  front  to  back,  and  number¬ 
ings  would  be  coordinated  among  the 
proposed  several  books. 

•  Deletion  of  the  1964  book’s  use  of 
"American  Folk  Hymn”  to  identify  the 
source  of  tunes  or  texts  commonly  asso¬ 
ciated  with  ethnic  minority  groups,  most 
notably  Negro  spirituals  like  "Balm  in 
Gilead."  A  suitable  nomenclature  re¬ 
mains  to  be  found. 

•  Increased  usage  of  suggested  alter¬ 
nate  tunes  to  a  given  text.  Some  commit¬ 
tee  members  frequently  said  the  ideal 
book  might  contain  fewer  tunes  and 
more  suggested  alternate  uses  of  them. 

•  Reinsertion  of  refrains  to  popular 
hymns,  such  as  "On  Jordan’s  Stormy 
Banks"  or  "Savior,  Like  a  Shepherd.” 

The  committee  will  meet  again  Oct. 
14-15,  three  times  in  1986,  four  times  in 
1987  and  during  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  St.  Louis,  where  its  report  will  be 
presented.  Its  chairman  is  Bishop  Rue- 
ben  P  Job  of  the  Iowa  Area,  and  its  edi¬ 
tor  is  the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  who 
also  edited  the  1964  hymnal. 


Promises... 


Get  this  FREE  copy  of  David  McKenna’s 
first  presidential  report  from  Asbury  Semi¬ 
nary.  Discover  what  God  is  doing  through 
the  ministry  of  the  world’s  leading  Wes¬ 
leyan  theological  proving  ground. 

Get  the  true,  inside  story  of  life  on  the 
cutting  edge  of  service.  Great  reading,  we 
promise  you. 

□  Yes,  send  me  the  report  of  Asbury’s 
world-shaping  educational  opportuni¬ 
ties  (Promises) 

□  I  want  information  about _ 

Name _ 


David  L.  McKenna.  Ph.D. 
President 


Address  _ 

City/ST/ZIP  _ 


Call  today  (606)  858-3581,  or  complete  the  coupon  and  mail  to: 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary  Wilmore,  KY  40390 
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Changes  face 
little  opposition 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Three  proposed  amendments  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  constitution 
are  apparently  facing  no  organized  op¬ 
position. 

That’s  the  word  from  executives  at  the 
two  denominational  agencies  that  origi¬ 
nally  proposed  the  changes. 

Voting  on  the  proposals  to  give  diaco- 
nal  ministers  votes  as  lay  delegates  in 
annual  conferences  and  to  clarify  the  de¬ 
nomination's  status  as  a  legal  entity  be¬ 
gan  earlier  this  month  in  annual 
conferences  in  the  United  States.  Ballot¬ 
ing  in  U.S.  conferences  will  continue 
through  Aug.  18. 

The  1984  General  Conference  sent  the 
amendments  to  the  church’s  105  regional 
governing  bodies  for  ratification  this 
year.  To  become  church  law,  the  propos¬ 
als  must  receive  two-thirds  of  the  aggre¬ 
gate  vote  of  delegates  to  the  74  annual 
and  missionary  conferences  in  the  U.S. 
and  the  31  provisional  and  central  con¬ 
ferences  overseas. 

Several  annual  conference  boards  of  di- 
aconal  ministry  have  questioned  why  the 
right-to-vote  amendment  was  necessary, 
said  Rosalie  Bentzinger,  chief  executive  of 
the  Diaconal  Ministry  division  within  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  That’s  because  37  conferences 
have  already  granted  voting  rights  to  di¬ 
aconal  ministers  as  lay  members. 

The  amendment  would  make  the  status 
of  diaconal  ministers  consistent  church¬ 
wide,  Ms.  Bentzinger  said. 

Local  church  positions  that  diaconal 
ministers  often  fill  include  program  di¬ 
rector,  business  manager,  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  director  and  music  director. 

The  proposed  amendment  would  not 
reduce  the  number  of  annual  conference 
lay  delegates  elected  from  each  pastoral 
charge,  Ms.  Bentzinger  pointed  out.  Di¬ 
aconal  ministers  would  become  auto¬ 
matic  voting  lay  delegates  independent 
of  their  local  church  affiliation,  like  the 
conference  presidents  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  and  United  Methodist  Women 
and  the  conference  lay  leader. 

The  other  two  amendments,  originally 
proposed  by  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration,  have  generat¬ 
ed  no  calls,  letters  or  other  requests  for 
clarification,  said  Craig  Hoskins,  attorney 
for  the  denomination’s  central  treasury. 

One  amendment  would  make  clear 
that  the  denomination  does  not  hold  title 
to  property  belonging  to  local  churches, 
annual  conferences  or  general  church 
agencies.  Individual  annual  conferences 
or  church  agencies  hold  title  to  property 
‘in  trust”  for  the  denomination. 

The  second  proposal  would  make  clear 
that  the  denomination  is  not  a  legal  enti¬ 
ty  that  can  be  held  liable  for  the  actions 
of  its  constituent  conferences. 


SCENIC  SCANDINAVIA  TOUR 

July  26th— 15  days 

Norway.  Sweden,  Denmark.  Deluxe  &  First-Class 
Hotels.  Fjords.  Churches.  Nine-year,  experienced 
tour  hosts.  $2,255  from  New  York  Free  informa- 
Uon:  Rev  Ralph  Lawrence.  4192  Tattenham  Way. 
Boise.  ID  83704  (208)  375-5440  or  378-0393. 


Vacation  Rental 
ARKANSAS  OZARK  LOG  HOME  near 
Buffalo  River.  Rental  available.  3  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath  with  wrap-around  porch, 
field-stone  fireplace.  Box  328,  Bethany, 
IL  61914  or  call  (217)  665-3353. 


NET  RESULTS 
A  monthly  newsletter  of 
new  ideas  in  evangelism 
X  and  church  growth.  Write 
for  FREE  sample  copy 
and  catalog  of  evangelism  materials: 
5001  Avenue  N,  Lubbock.  TX  79412 


Passages  Unlimited  Inc. 
presents  a  Fully  Escorted  Tour 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fisher  Jr. 
27  Days  in  Britain 
Aug.  5  — $1,599 

Includes: 

Round  trip  Pan  Am.  4  nights  hotel/ 
London /Edinburgh.  21  nights  in  resi¬ 
dence  halls  of  universities  in  Cardiff. 
Glasgow,  York.  Most  meals.  Rail 
travel/9  excursions.  Single  Rooms. 

Write  Rev.  T.  Fischer,  Box  2010, 
Glenbrook  P.O.,  Stamford,  CT  06906. 


License  professes  his  faith 
BLOOMINGTON,  III. — Central  Illinois  conference  treasurer  and  busi¬ 
ness  administrator  John  Woodruff  put  the  heart  of  his  stewardship  mes¬ 
sage  on  his  new  Illinois  license  plates.  The  response  from  gas  station 
attendants  is  interesting,  he  said.  “When  I  give  my  license  number,  they 
don’t  know  how  to  spell  it.  and  only  church  members  know  what  it  means. 
“It’s  simply  a  gentle  reminder  to  all  of  us  that  we  need  to  practice  what 
we  profess,”  he  said.  central  Illinois  reporter  photo  by  betty  story 

Kenyan  seeking  to  avoid 
mission  agencies’  dispute 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
UMR  Editor 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  — United  Method¬ 
ism’s  official  mission  board  is  prepared 
to  work  with  any  United  Methodist  indi¬ 
vidual  or  group  to  fulfill  the  church’s 
mission,  the  board’s  top  overseas  mis¬ 
sion  executive  said  here  last  week. 

That  conceivably  could  include  send¬ 
ing  missionaries  and  financial  support 
supplied  by  the  new  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  provided 
"they  meet  the  standards  required  of  all 
missionaries’’  by  the  mission  board  and 
are  approved  by  the  overseas  church  in 
whose  area  they  are  to  be  sent. 

Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  World  Division,  offered  that  as¬ 
surance  in  response  to  a  question  and  a 
plea  from  Kenya  Methodism’s  presiding 
bishop,  the  Rev.  Lawi  Imathiu,  that  his 
church  not  be  "drawn  into  a  dispute  be¬ 
tween  different  groups  in  the  American 
church.” 

Ms.  Billings  and  two  other  representa¬ 
tives  of  Global  Ministries  were  here  to 
discuss  the  relationship  between  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  a  rapidly 
growing  autonomous  body,  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  The  two  churches 
have  several  informal  working  relation¬ 
ships  but  no  formal  ties. 

Several  projects  of  the  Kenya  church 
receive  support  through  the  Advance 
Special  second  mile  giving  program  of 
the  UMC  and  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  On  Relief. 

Mission  society  inquiry  received 

Bishop  Imathiu  told  of  receiving  an  in¬ 
quiry  recently  from  the  head  of  the  new 
Mission  Society,  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin, 
about  the  possibilities  of  sending  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  two  specific  mission  projects 
in  Kenya,  one  already  having  Global 


RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST.  Security 
and  independence  in  one  of  the  country’s  most  temp¬ 
erate  climates.  Northern  California.  LAKE  PARK 
RETIREMENT  RESIDENCE  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments.  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious  meals, 
security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A  facility 
of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes.  For  a  bro¬ 
chure.  call  or  write:  Director  of  Marketing,  Lake 
Park,  1850  Alice  St.,  Dept.  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612, 
(415  )  835-5511. 


HEALING  REFLECTIONS  by  Douglas  C. 
Newton.  Designed  especially  to  be  given 
to  persons  in  the  hospital  or  other  shut-in 
situations.  Scripture,  poetry  and  inspira¬ 
tional  prose  bring  hope  through  the  faith 
of  this  loving  UMC  pastor,  $4.95. 

IF  YOU  WANT  TO  WALK  ON  WATER, 
YOU'VE  GOT  TO  GET  OUT  OF  YOUR 
BOAT  by  Walter  Albritton.  A  powerful 
book  focused  on  the  story  of  Peter's  ina¬ 
bility  to  walk  on  water.  Filled  with 
strength  from  the  living  illustrations  of  a 
vital  United  Methodist  pastor.  $4.95. 


MISPLACED  HEART  by  Dean  Albritton. 
A  challenging  statement  of  modern  faith 
from  a  woman  who  has  lived  and  loved 
through  happiness  and  tragedy,  joy  and 
fear.  For  her,  the  meaning  of  life  is  center¬ 
ed  on  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  $4.95. 

HAPPINESS  IS  FOR  SHARING  by 
Douglas  C.  Newton.  Rapidly  being  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  America's  premier  poets, 
Doug  Newton's  newest  book  is  filled  with 
hope,  joy,  laughter,  and  lots  of  warm  and 
winsome  poetry  reflecting  the  genuine 
happiness  of  Christian  faith.  S4.95. 


At  your  favorite  Christian  Bookstore  or . 


Allnew  Publishing  Co.,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  17765,  Pensacola,  FL  32522 


Ministries  personnel. 

Bishop  Imathiu  said  he  responded  to 
the  inquiry  on  the  basis  of  the  Mission 
Society’s  claim  to  "supplement”  rather 
than  "compete”  with  Global  Ministries, 
with  this  question:  "Would  you  be  willing 
to  consider  supporting  the  work  outlined 
in  your  letter  through  the  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  if  the  board  also  agrees?” 

In  his  letter  to  Dr.  iMadim  the;  bishop 
added  that  he  would  pose  the  same  ques¬ 
tion  at  his  meeting  with  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  leaders. 

Bishop  Imathiu  said  to  both  groups:  "A 
church  with  as  many  members  and  rej 
sources  as  yours  can  perhaps  live  with 
divisions  like  the  one  between  your  two 
groups.  A  church  with  so  many  needs 
and  so  few  resources  as  we  have  cannot 
afford  such  divisions.  We  might  be  wise 
to  cultivate  relations  with  several  differ¬ 
ent  mission-sending  agencies  but  this  is 
very  difficult  with  the  limited  amount  of 
administrative  and  support  personnel  we 
have  ...  If  we  are  all  part  of  the  body  of 
Christ  and  of  the  Methodist  family,  it 
does  not  seem  right  that  the  Kenya 
church  be  expected  to  support  one  side 
and  repudiate  the  other  in  a  dispute 
among  American  United  Methodists.” 

Similar  concerns  expressed 

Ms.  Billings  responded  that  Global 
Ministries  understands  “your  determina¬ 
tion  to  function  in  Kenya  as  one  body,” 
and  said  similar  concerns  have  been 
raised  by  “partner  churches  in  Latin 
America,  the  Caribbean,  and  Asia.” 

She  said  the  1984  General  Conference 
likewise  registered  concern  for  unity  by 
reaffirming  Global  Ministries  as  the 
church's  "sole  mission-sending  agency” 
while  calling  upon  it  "to  be  open  to  all 
United  Methodist  people.” 

At  the  completion  of  their  four  days  of 
meetings,  leaders  from  the  two  churches 
expressed  a  desire  to  develop  a  closer 
working  relationship  while  continuing  to 
affirm  the  "autonomy  and  integrity”  of 
the  other.  Leaders  from  both  sides  also 
affirmed  the  need  for  improved  commu¬ 
nications— with  each  other  and  within 
their  respective  churches. 

Bishop  Imathiu  said,  "It  is  our  desire 
and  intention  to  work  through  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  to  secure  personnel 
from  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States,”  with  the  Kenya  church 
retaining  the  "right  of  questioning  the 
suitability  of  personnel”  suggested  by 
Global  Ministries. 

He  also  said  the  Kenyan  church  would 
encourage  its  supporters  in  the  U.S.  to 
channel  their  support  through  Global 
Ministries,  not  “to  control  or  restrict  the ' 
donors,  but  to  insure  maximum  efficien¬ 
cy.  good  stewardship  and  integrity  in  ac¬ 
counting  for  donated  funds.” 

Bishop  Imathiu  also  expressed  the 
hope  that  Global  Ministries  would 
“develop  procedures  to  facilitate 
conference-to-conference  and  congre- ' 
gation-to-congregation”  partnerships 
between  the  two  churches.  And  he  called 
on  Global  Ministries  to  support  ‘“new 
forms  of  evangelism  not  necessarily 
patterned  after  Western  methods  but 
which  would  meet  definite  needs  in 
Africa  today.” 

Ms.  Billings  said  that  Global 
Ministries  intends  to  promote  the 
establishment  of  a  formal  relationship 
between  the  two  churches  through  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and 
to  open  "all  avenues  of  contact  and 
communication  available  to  interpret 
both  the  gifts  and  needs  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenya  to  the  people  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church."  Bishop 
Imathiu  is  expected  to  visit  several 
areas  of  the  Uriited  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States  later  this  year. 
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Churchwide  interest  ‘mushrooms’’ 
for  short-term  mission  volunteers 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

"Not  a  day  passes  that  I  don’t  receive 
a  call  or  letter  from  United  Methodist 
volunteers  wanting  to  work.” 

So  said  the  two  regional  coordinators 
at  a  recent  rally  and  training  session  for 
short-term  volunteers  in  mission.  They 
and  some  125  participants  affirmed  that 
interest  in  the  short-term,  person-to-per¬ 
son  style  of  volunteer  mission  is  "mush¬ 
rooming”  across  the  church. 

But  growth  of  the  volunteers-in-mis- 
sion  movement  has  brought  the  need  for 
more  coordination  of  volunteers.  Coordi¬ 
nating  structures  have  been  set  up  in  two 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  five  ju¬ 
risdictional  conferences  (Southeastern 
and  South  Central).  A  private  organiza¬ 
tion  serves  a  similar  function  in  the 
North  Central  jurisdiction. 

The  1980  General  Conference  recog¬ 
nized  the  movement  and  instructed  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
become  involved  in  its  coordination.  A 
restructuring  of  the  board  approved  by 
the  1964  General  Conference  provided  fund¬ 
ing  and  staff  resources  for  coordination. 

With  that  funding,  the  board’s  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  staff  has  just  completed 
three  regional  training  events  for  con¬ 
ference  volunteers  in  mission  coordina¬ 
tors  and  trainers.  One  was  in  San 
Francisco  in  March,  one  in  Pittsburg  in 
April  and  the  last  in  Dallas  in  May. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  also  re¬ 
cently  staged  its  first  rally  for  local 
church  members  interested  in  the  volun¬ 
teer  movement. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  the 
first  of  the  five  jurisdictions  to  set  up  a 
structure  to  coordinate  short-term  vol¬ 
unteers  in  mission,  will  hold  its  sixth  an¬ 
nual  rally  in  July.  For  1986  the 
jurisdiction  plans  a  10-year  anniversary 
celebration  of  jurisdictional-level  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  volunteer  movement. 

Lack  of  coordination  hurts 

Coordinators  and  board  staff  agree 
that  a  general  lack  of  structure  and  co¬ 
ordination  (see  related  story  dealing 
with  tensions  over  these  issues)  make  it 
impossible  to  know  just  how  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  involved  in  the  grass¬ 
roots  mission  movement,  which  began 
with  people  in  local  churches  going  out 
on  their  own. 

In  1984  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
United  Methodism’s  most  active  juris¬ 
diction  in  the  movement,  sent  1,400  Vol¬ 
unteer^  overseas  on  church-related  work 
projects  financed  by  almost  $1  million  in 
contributions.  Jurisdictional  coordinator 
Tom  Curtis  estimates  that  some  2,500  to' 
3,000  volunteers  from  that  jurisdiction  work¬ 
ed  on  similar  projects  in  the  United  States. 

The  Western  North  Carolina  confer¬ 
ence,  which  according  to  its  mission  vol- 
unteers  coordinator  Joel  Key;  has 
probably  the  largest  prdgrdm  of'vblt^l-* 
teers  in  the  denomination,  each  year 
sends  out  22  teams  of  volunteers  involv¬ 
ing  about  390  people  to  Jamaica,  Costa 
Rica,  Puerto  Rico,  Mexico,  Panama  and 
Haiti— with  Antigua  to  be  added  in  1986. 

“It  (the  volunteer  movement)  has  revi¬ 
talized  other  areas  of  mission  in  our  con¬ 
ference,"  said  Mr.  Key.  “People  come 
back  excited  about  mission.” 

Last  summer  some  4,000  teenage  vol¬ 
unteers  from  across  the  country  re¬ 
paired  homes  for  the  needy  and  built  six 
houses  in  a  four-state  area.  The  work 
was  coordinated  by  the  Appalachian  Ser¬ 
vice  Project,  which  is  closely  affiliated 
with  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

From  New  York  to  California,  United 
Methodists  and  local  churches  were  in¬ 
volved  in  creative  raising  of  funds  for 
selected  projects  and  in  the  ensuing  vol¬ 
unteer  work— from  building  a  shelter  for 
battered  Navaho  Indian  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  in  New  Mexico  or  a  school  in  Boliv¬ 
ia  to  working  on  inner-city  projects  or 
spreading  manure  at  a  Heifer  Project 
International  livestock  regional  head¬ 
quarters  in  California,  to  building 
churches  in  Mexico,  the  Dominician  Repub¬ 
lic  and  Chile. 

Many  volunteers  work  closely  with  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  through  the 
National  and  World  Divisions  and  (United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  since  those 
approved  for  General  Advance  (‘second- 
mile  giving’)  Specials. 

‘Connection’  comes  alive 

A  workshop  leader  at  a  recent  training 
event.  John  Cogswell  of  Maryland,  said 
he  was  amazed  not  only  at  the  extent  of 
the  volunteer  mission  activity  all  across 
the  country  but  also  at  the  tremendous 
amount  of  cross-conference  activity  by 
laypersons  linking  up  to  do  jobs  too  big 
for  one  group. 

"The  connectional  church  is  very 
much  alive,"  he  said,  "and  in  ways  I  nev¬ 
er  expected.” 

South  Indiana  Annual  Conference  vol¬ 
unteers  have  raised  some  $1.5  million 
and  worked  on  80  projects  in  the  last  six 
years,  a  conference  representative  told 
the  Reporter.  The  conference,  he  said, 
has  created  a  position  for  an  architect  or 
builder  to  help  design  building  projects 
and  plan  the  work  to  see  how  much  can 
be  done  by  volunteers. 

The  North  Alabama  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  too,  said  mission  coordinator  R. 
Lawton  Higgs,  has  worked  with  an  archi¬ 
tect  to  design  projects  which  volunteers 
can  best  help  build. 

The  Rev.  Fay  Smith  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men's  section  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  did  an  informal  summary  of 
the  involvement  of  United  Methodist 
men  in  short-term  volunteer  mission 
projects  to  determine  the  validity  of 
highlighting  this  form  of  mission  in  the 
men's  organization.  Mr.  Smith  discov¬ 


Control  tensions  mount 
over  volunteer  missions 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— The  1980  General  Confer¬ 
ence  mandate  that  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  become  involved 
in  the  short-term  volunteers  in  mission 
movement  (see  related  story  above) 
has  created  tensions  between  the  board 
and  the  movement. 

Two  recent  short-term  mission  train¬ 
ing  events  in  Dallas  only  three  weeks 
apart,  one  sponsored  by  the  general 
board  and  the  other  by  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction,  outwardly  indicated 
smooth  cooperation. 

In  small  groups  and  private  conver¬ 
sations,  however,  many  participants 
expressed  apprehensions  about  the 
general  board’s %handling  of  the  volun¬ 
teers  in  mission  program,  particularly 
what  they  saw  as  “laying  on  of  struc¬ 
ture”  and  "attempts  to  control.” 

Ironically,  although  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  staff  persons  openly  stressed  their 
coordinating  and  information-sharing 
roles,  some  participants  expressed  con¬ 
cern  that  structures  set  up  by  the  board 
to  deal  with  the  movement  would  be  “al¬ 
most  over-kill.” 

According  to  Gretta  Moffett,  field 
representative  for  the  board  program, 
"We  do  not  go  in  and  lay  on  a  structure. 
We  go  into  an  annual  conference  to 
help  them  develop  their  structure.” 

Just  the  word  "program”  as  used  in 
the  board’s  new  short-term  volunteers 
in  mission  “program”  has  negative 
tones  for  veteran  volunteers.  While  ac¬ 
knowledging  a  need  for  more  coordina¬ 
tion  and  planning,  some  say  they  fear  a 
"program”  approach  could  destroy  the 
spirit  of  a  movement  based  on  sponta¬ 
neity  and  local  church  autonomy. 

"The  feeling  here,”  said  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  volunteers  coordina¬ 
tor  S.  Duane  Bruce,  “is  that  it  (the  vol¬ 
unteers  in  mission  movement)  started 
with  the  grass  roots,  and  we  want  to  keep 
it  that  way.” 


ered,  he  told  the  Reporter,  that  there  were 
“more  men  involved  than  people  realize.” 

According  to  Mr.  Smith,  the  United 
Methodist  Men's  national  organization 
will  encourage  more  men  to  participate, 
especially  outside  th^ir  local  churches.  ' 

Reasons  given  for  success 

Various  reasons  are  given  for  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  the  volunteer  mission  move¬ 
ment  —  the  exciting  life-changing  expe¬ 
rience  of  personal  involvement  and  per¬ 
sonal  relationships,  the  hands-on  way  to 
express  f^th,  the  autonomy  and  spontan¬ 
eity  bf  (he  movement  that  came  from  the 
people  and  not  from  a  committee.  ” 

The  Rev.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  executive 
director  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
until  his  retirement  Oct.  1  and  its  coordi¬ 
nator  of  mission  volunteers  pending  se¬ 
lection  of  a  new  coordinator,  explained 
that  the  appeal  of  the  volunteer  mission 
work  lies  in  the  fact  that  "people  can  be 
in  on  the  decisions  and  get  their  hands 
dirty.  It  is  quite  different  from  putting  a 
dollar  into  the  plate." 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Southeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction’s  coordinator,  Mr.  Curtis,  "If 
God  is  working  in  anything  in  the  U.S. 
church,  it  is  in  this.  People  want  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  someone  else.” 

After  working  nine  years  with  volun¬ 
teers,  Mr.  Curtis  says,  "We  should  recog¬ 
nize  that  there  is  a  whole  new- 
philosophy.  We  want  to  go  from  our 
commitment  and  do  something  in  an  am¬ 
ateur  fashion  and  see  what  happens." 

One  of  the  biggest  problems  in  the  vol¬ 
unteer  movement  is  getting  enough  pro¬ 
jects/opportunities  for  people  to  get 
involved  in.  The  most  difficult  to  find, 
participants  and  leaders  say,  are  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  individuals.  That  was  a  main 
reason,  Mr.  Curtis  said,  for  setting  up  the 
Southeastern  jurisdictional  volunteers 
in  mission  structure  and  for  asking  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  to  mandate  involvement 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  in  the  volunteer  movement. 

The  only  purpose  of  the  South  Central 
jurisdictional  structure,  according  to  Dr. 
Bruce,  is  to  coordinate  or  “marry"  the 
projects  with  those  who  want  to  do  the 
work.  His  office,  like  the  similar  one  in 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  has  set  up 
a  computerized  system  of  matching  per¬ 
sons  and  projects. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  through  its  Volunteers  in  Mission 
coordinator  Bill  Rollins  in  the  board  of¬ 
fice  and  field  representative  Gretta  Mof¬ 
fett  of  Tucson,  is  obtaining  lists  of 
projects  and  sending  them  to  confer¬ 
ences  and  jurisdictions,  said  Mr.  Rollins. 


Pnmmontinn  nn  tonsjnn 

fear  of  control,  Global  Ministries  staff 
executive  Josephine  Harris  said.  "I’m 
learning  that  coordination  has  a  con¬ 
trol  connotation  to  some  people. 

"The  only  place  in  the  church  in 
which  volunteers  in  mission  is  not  an 
option  is  in  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,”  said  Ms.  Harris. 

“It  is  not  our  intent  to  control.  Our 
intent  is  to  facilitate,  to  communicate. 

I  think  it  is  time  for  us  in  the  church  to 
forget  our  differences  and  tensions  and 
begin  to  focus  on  our  common  goals.” 
Ms.  Harris  said 

In  what  he  described  as  the  “uneasy" 
history  of  the  general  board  and  the  vol¬ 
unteer  missions  movement.  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  short-term  volunteers  in 
mission  coordinator  Tom  Curtis  said 
the  board’s  attitude  in  the  past  had  been 
more  of  tolerance  than  of  cooperation, 
with  some  board  staff  supportive, 
others  outright  critical. 

"Our  concern  now  is  that  they  have 
gone  from  a  reluctant  participation  to 
a  takeover,”  said  Mr.  Curtis. 

Some  representatives  from  the  two 
jurisdictions  with  their  own  short-term 
volunteer  structures  and  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  board’s  recent  training  event 
say  they  are  taking  a  “wait  and  see” 
attitude.  They  question  the  general 
board  ability  to  come  through  with 
promised  information  and  help  for  vol¬ 
unteers  through  its  new  structure,  pro¬ 
gram,  “hustling  of  projects”  and  “infor¬ 
mation  hotline”  to  program  secretary 
William  B.  Rollins  (212-870-3661). 

Others  participants  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  "linking”  (to  other  con¬ 
ferences  and  sources  of  information) 
and  the  new  awareness  the  board  spon¬ 
sored..^  ining  event  had  given  them  of 
what  was  going  on  in  other  parts  of  the 
denomination  in  regard  to  short-term 
volunteers  in  mission. 

-ROBERTA  B  SAPPINGTON 


Both  the  South  Central  and  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictions  have  put  out  hand¬ 
books  for  short-term  volunteers  in 
mission  (available  through  the  jurisdic¬ 
tional  offices).  The  general  board's  hand¬ 
book  and  training-promotional  video  are 
expected  to  be  available  this  fall,  said 
Mr.  Rollins. 

The  office  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men  is  working  on  a  document,  “Uniting 
Men  in  Mission,"  and  will  make  avail¬ 
able  to  presidents  of  local  men's  units 
computerized  information,  not  on  pro¬ 
jects  per  se  but  on  sources  of  projects 
and  other  information  for  setting  up  mis¬ 
sion  volunteer  teams. 

‘Receivers’  are  trained,  too 

A  part  of  "empowerment"  of  volun¬ 
teers  addressed  at  the  recent  training 
events  was  preparation  not  only  of  par¬ 
ticipants  in  mission  teams  but  also  of  re¬ 
ceivers  of  the  teams.  Suggestions  for 
preparation  of  participants  were  given 
by  representatives  from  the  Caribbean, 
Mexico  and  Native  American  ministries. 

Speakers  included  persons  with  exper¬ 
tise  on  medical  care  in  “poor"  countries 
and  in  cross-cultural  relations. 

Some  United  Methodist  groups  use  pri¬ 
vate,  ecumenical  mission  team  coordi¬ 
nating  agencies  like  the  Kansas-based 
Reach  Out  for  Christ  to  plan  and  lead 
volunteer  mission  experiences.  Other 
groups  and  individuals,  such  as  the  Rev. 
August  Aamodt,  United  Methodist  pastor 
from  Minden,  La.,  have  been  coordinat¬ 
ing  volunteer  mission  teams  since  long 
before  the  United  Methodist  Church  offi¬ 
cially  recognized  volunteers  in  mission 
as  a  valid  form  of  mission. 

Speaking  of  these  "booking  agencies,” 
Dr.  Bruce  said,  “That’s  where  the  church 
should  have  been  a  long  time  ago.  Then  they 
would  never  have  come  into  existence.” 

According  to  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt 
of  the  Oklahoma  Area  and  Dr.  Curtis,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  behind  some 
other  denominations,  notably  the  Baptist 
and  Presbyterians,  in  discovering  and  sup¬ 
porting  volunteers  in  mission. 

Restructure  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  said  Josephine  Harris, 
executive  of  the  mission  personnel  re¬ 
sources  program  department  in  which 
the  volunteers  program  is  located,  has 
given  the  short-term  volunteers  in  mis¬ 
sion  program  a  focus.  It  linked  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  the  general  board  through 
liaison  persons  in  other  departments. 

“We  are  just  beginning,”  she  said  of  the 
board’s  commitment  to  carry  out  the  Gen¬ 
eral  mandate  to  become  “involved”  in  the 
volunteer  movement. 
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OCCASIONAL  INSTRL'CTOR(S)  FOR  three 
courses  in  United  Methodist  Doctrine.  History  and 
Polity.  Minimal  degree  requirement  M  Div  Ad¬ 
vanced  graduate  work  preferred.  Submit  letter  of 
application  and  biographical  data  and  have  three 
letters  of  reference  sent  by  Aug  15  to  Search  Com¬ 
mittee  Brite  Divinity  School.  Texas  Christian  Uni¬ 
versity  Box  32923  Fort  Worth.  TX  76129 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  needed.  Experi¬ 
ence  in  public  relations,  fund  raising,  communica¬ 
tion  Travel  required  Contact:  Superintendent. 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference.  Queendale  Cen¬ 
ter.  Beverlv.  KY  40913 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  Work  in  a  multi-staffed  suburban  church  of 
1.600  members  Salary  range  and  benefits  from 
$16,000  to  $20,000  Previous  experience  required 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee.  Kirkwood 
United  Methodist  Church.  201  W.  Adams.  Kirk¬ 
wood.  MO  63122 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  Youth  Director  for 
grades  7-12  in  500-member  church.  Some  secre¬ 
tarial  duties  included  with  position.  Experience 
required  Salary  negotiable  DOE.  Send  resume  to 
P  O  Box  753.  Hewitt.  TX  76643 


WANTED.  SUMMER  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  me¬ 
dium  size  United  Methodist  Church  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  Send  resume  and  references  to  Laura 
Roberts  4100  Arbor  Drive  Texarkana  TX  75503 


TOGETHER  IN  CHRIST  Adult  membership  ma¬ 
terial  for  United  Methodists  Leaders  Notebook 
with  directions,  letters,  forms  and  guides  for  de¬ 
veloping  and  implementing  new  member  classes 
Cassette  featuring  Bishops  Rueben  Job.  Judith 
Craig.  Dr  Haviland  Houston.  Dr  Robert  Tuttle 
and  overview  of  material  Participant  folder  with 
biographical  sketches  of  persons  and  scenes  from 
our  heritage,  agenda  material  Notebook,  cassette 
participant  folder,  shipping  $37.85.  Order  from: 
Membership  Development  Resources.  Box  2671 
North  Canton  OH  44720 

wanted-  a  fill-time  program  coordina- 

lor  innovator  who  has  a  track  record  with  a  large 
metropolitan  church  of  providing  spiritual  and 
creative  social  leadership  which  appeals  to  young 
and  middle  adults.  Base  salary  and  benefits  nego¬ 
tiable  Position  available  July  1.  1985.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  recommendations  by  June  15  to:  Donald 
D  Carruth.  Chairman.  Search  Committee,  Mt 
Vernon  Place  United  Methodist  Church,  900  Mas- 
sachussets  Ave .  NW.  Washington.  DC.  (Home 
telephone:  (301)652-8910). 
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Death  penalty 

Most  churches  oppose  but  support  grows  in  conservative  public  , 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Eight  years  after  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  permitted  the  re¬ 
sumption  of  capital  punishment,  both  the 
number  of  people  on  death  row  and  sup¬ 
port  for  the  death  penalty  have  reached 
an  all-time  high. 

The  execution  by  injection  of  convict¬ 
ed  murderer  Jesse  de  la  Rosa  in  Hunts¬ 
ville,  Texas,  on  May  15,  brought  to  11  the 
number  of  people  executed  this  year  and 
raised  the  total  since  1977  to  43.  As  of 
May  1,  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  reported,  there  were  1,513  persons 
awaiting  execution  in  32  of  the  37  states 
that  have  the  death  penalty. 

Before  the  Supreme  Court  temporar¬ 
ily  outlawed  capital  punishment  in  1972, 
there  had  been  an  average  of  650  people 
per  year  on  death  row,  according  to  the 
ACLU.  Since  1977,  the  number  of  death 
sentences  has  averaged  about  20  per 
month. 

Support  for  penalty  grows 

Not  only  are  more  people  being  exe¬ 
cuted,  but  support  for  the  death  penalty 
is  continuing  to  grow.  Results  of  a  Gal¬ 
lup  survey  that  were  released  in  March 
found  that  72  percent  of  Americans  said 
they  favored  executing  murderers.  This 


compared  with  42  percent  in  1966  and  66 
percent  in  1981,  when  Gallup  had  last 
asked  the  question. 

Although  opponents  of  capital  punish¬ 
ment  continue  to  hold  prayer  vigils  out¬ 
side  prisons  while  executions  are  taking 
place,  supporters  are  also  starting  to 
demonstrate  for  the  death  penalty.  In 
Richmond,  Va.,  on  April  19,  while  con¬ 
victed  murderer  James  D.  Briley  was 
being  executed  in  the  electric  chair, 
about  400  death  penalty  supporters  cheer¬ 
ed  outside  the  Virginia  Penitentiary. 

Virtually  every  main-line  Christian 
denomination,  many  Jewish  groups,  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  have 
taken  strong  stands  against  the  death 
penalty.  They  cite  both  theological  and 
practical  reasons  against  capital  punish¬ 
ment,  and  in  some  cases  have  been  on 
record  as  opposing  it  for  decades.  Why 
are  their  stands  apparently  having  so  lit¬ 
tle  effect? 

Conservative  trend  has  effect 

Death  penalty  opponents  feel  that  the 
conservative  trend  of  the  country  is  a 
major  factor  in  the  increasing  support 
for  capital  punishment.  “We're  in  a  peri¬ 
od  of  conservatism  or  maybe  even  reac¬ 
tion,”  said  Tim  Cain,  director  of  the 
Philadelphia-based  National  Coalition 


Against  the  Death  Penalty. 

Canon  Richard  Turk,  coordinator  of 
ministry  for  victims  and  inmates  for  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Florida,  also 
stressed  the  need  to  "consider  the  whole 
impact  of  the  political  situation  in  the 
United  States  today  on  the  death  penal¬ 
ty.”  He  cited  U.S.  government  rhetoric 
and  actions  against  Nicaragua  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  recalled  that  "when 
we  invaded  Grenada,  everyone  cheered/' 

Another  reason  for  the  support  for  the 
death  penalty,  Canon  Turk  suggested,  is 
that  "people  need  a  safety  valve  . . . 
something  to  let  off  the  pressure.” 

Dr.  Michael  E.  Endres,  professor  of 
criminal  justice  at  Xavier  University  in 
Cincinnati  and  author  of  a  new  book 
called  “The  Morality  of  Capital  Punish¬ 
ment:  Equal  Justice  Under  the  Law?” 
also  felt  that  “the  general  conservative 
trend  of  the  times  has  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  it.” 

Although  Dr.  Endres  argues  against 
capital  punishment  on  moral  grounds  in 
his  book,  he  said  there  has  been  a  decline 
in  the  last  10  years  in  the  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  "accept  absolute  moral  norms.” 
He  also  pointed  out  that  surveys  by  the 
National  Opinion  Research  Center  have 
found  that  “the  church  is  less  and  less 


viewed  by  Americans  as  a  moral  defin- 
er.” 

But  for  the  religious  groups  who  are 
opposed  to  capital  punishment,  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  that  theological  and  moral 
arguments  can  eventually  change  the 
minds  of  their  constituents.  Increasipgly 
they  are  stressing  this  approach  to  make 
their  case,  in  addition  to  citing  "secular” 
arguments  regarding  the  lack  of  deter¬ 
rent  effect  and  the  economic  and  racial 
imbalance  of  death  sentences. 

Religious  leaders  have  been  pioneer¬ 
ing  this  new  approach  in  Florida,  which 
for  several  years  has  had  more  prisoners 
on  death  row  than  any  other  state.  As  of 
May  1,  there  were  227,  and  two  execu¬ 
tions  have  taken  place  in  Florida  so  far 
this  year. 

Church  leaders  issue  statement 

Last  November,  a  joint  statement  set¬ 
ting  forth  theological  reasons  for  oppos¬ 
ing  capital  punishment  was  released  to 
Christians  throughout  the  state  by  the 
Florida  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
state’s  Episcopal  and  Catholic  bishops. 
"A  moral  consensus  in  opposition  to  the 
death  penalty  has  developed  within  the 
leadership  of  our  communions,”  the 
statement  said. 

The  document  noted  that  “at  the  time 
of  his  own  execution  Jesus  spoke  words 
of  forgiveness,  imputing  to  his  execu¬ 
tioners  a  lack  of  knowledge,  of  under¬ 
standing.”  (Luke  23:34)  It  also  pointed 
out  that  "in  his  parables  of  the  workers 
in  the  vineyard  (Matthew  20:1-14)  and  the 
prodigal  son  (Luke  15:11-32)  God  deals 
with  undeserving  people  not  out  of  strict 
justice,  but  out  of  limitless  love  and  mer¬ 
cy.” 

In  a  section  on  victims  of  crime,  the 
statement  said,  "The  wrongdoer  bears 
responsibility  to  God  for  the  infinitely 
valuable  life  of  the  victim,  and  for  the 
suffering  of  the  family  and  friends  of  the 
victim.  The  term  of  indebtedness  on  the 
part  of  a  convicted  offender  is  lifelong.” 

Dr.  Paul  Simmons,  professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  ethics  at  Southern  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  told  an  interfaith 
symposium  on  capital  punishment  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  in  April,  that  no  definite 
or  simple  answers  to  the  question  can  be 
found  in  the  Bible. 

Dr.  Simmons  said  scriptural  passages 
can  be  used  both  in  favor  of  and  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  death  penalty.  But  he  ar¬ 
gued  that  capital  punishment  cannot  be 
supported  on  the  basis  of  the  nature  of 
God  as  revealed  in  the  New  Testament. 
The  Southern  Baptist  theologian  noted 
Christ’s  teachings  on  forgiveness  and 
cited  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  fallibility  of  human  judg¬ 
ment. 


Dear  Deborah 

Clergy  System  needs  addressing 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  member  of  a  large  United 
Methodist  church  whose  senior  minis¬ 
ter  is  in  his  seventh  year.  Without  re¬ 
gard  for  his  poor  preaching,  refusals  to 
counsel  church  members,  and  lack  of 
organization,  the  bishop  has  reappoint¬ 
ed  him  year  after  year.  (It’s  been  the 
same  bishop.)  I’ve  lost  count  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  don’t  attend  this  church  any 
more  but  who  say  they  will  return 
when  this  minister  is  replaced. 

I  have  heard  this  minister  tell  the 
nominating  committee  that  he  has  to 
have  "his  friends  who  will  support  his 
program"  on  the  staff-parish  commit¬ 
tee.  I  have  heard  him  nominate  his  best 
buddies  for  this  committee.  He  further 
manipulates  by  remaining  in  the  very 
staff-parish  committee  meeting  that 
will  decide  aye  or  nay  for  the  “vote  of 
affirmation”  concerning  his  ministry  in 
this  church. 

Last  year  after  hearing  of  his  reap¬ 
pointment  for  yet  another  year,  I  wrote 
the  bishop  asking  him  please  to  recon¬ 
sider.  The  bishop  did  reply  and  his  re¬ 


ply  was  diplomatic:  essentially  he  had 
nowhere  else  to  put  him. 

So,  Deborah,  there  is  one  problem:  the 
United  Methodist  church  guarantees  em¬ 
ployment  for  every  minister  in  the  con¬ 
ference.  Another  problem  is  that  church 
organization  with  an  episcopacy  is  not 
required  to  answer  the  pleadings  of  a 
congregation.  What  the  bishop  says, 
goes.  I  think  these  are  two  major  prob¬ 
lems  that  the  church  will  need  to  ad¬ 
dress  if  it  is  to  celebrate  a  300-year 
anniversary. 

Sincerely, 

Joan  B. 

Dear  Joan: 

Wish  I  knew  all  sides  to  this  situa¬ 
tion,  but  on  the  basis  of  all  you  re¬ 
veal  there  is  one  obvious  answer: 
this  minister  is  a  pathetic  case.  Even 
if  he  has  redeeming  qualities  (he  has 
friends,  so  to  them  he  does)  his  re¬ 
quest  for  his  “friends''  on  commit¬ 
tees  is  repulsive  although 
understandable. 


When  letters  come  from  members 
and  ministers  who  are  in  the  congre¬ 
gational  system  of  selection  of  min¬ 
isters,  they  seem  to  yearn  for  a 
higher  authority  and  orderly  meth¬ 
od  of  appointment!  Where  can  we 
find  the  RIGHT  system?  There  may 
just  not  be  one.  What  the  system 
fails  to  do,  we,  as  laypeople  and 
ministers,  must  seek  to  change. 

Meanwhile,  back  at  the  ranch,  we 
had  all  better  pray  harder,  work 
more  diligently  within  the  system 
we  have.  Your  letter  is  thoughtful 
and  helpful  and  deserves  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  thinking  people.  Thank  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 


Writer  welcomed  famed  team  of  evangelists 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Take  time  to  be  holy. 

Speak  oft  with  thy  Lord ; 

Abide  in  him  always. 

And  feed  on  his  Word ; 

Make  friends  of  God's  children. 
Help  those  who  are  weak, 
Forgetting  in  nothing 
His  blessings  to  seek. 

The  writings  of  the  Apostle  Peter, 
"Because  it  is  written,  Be  ye  holy;  for  I 
am  holy"  (1  Peter  1:16),  quoting  the  spo¬ 


ken  words  of  God  recorded  in  Leviticus 
11:44,  provide  the  basis  for  the  hymn. 

The  writer,  William  D.  Longstaff,  was 
a  wealthy  ship  owner  who  gave  gener¬ 
ously  to  charitable  and  philanthropic 
concerns.  One  of  the  first  to  welcome  the 
evangelists  Dwight  L.  Moody  and  Ira 
Sankey  when  they  arrived  in  England  in 
1872,  he  formed  close  friendships  with 
them  and  they  were  frequent  guests  in 
his  home  in  Sunderland,  England. 

The  immediate  inspiration  for  the 
hymn  came  from  an  address  given  by 
Griffith  John,  famed  missionary  to  Chi¬ 


na.  As  he  spoke  at  the  Keswick  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  missionary  exhorted  his 
listeners  to  "take  time  and  be  holy.” 

Longstaff  jotted  down  this  line, 
changed  it  to  read  “take  time  to  be 
holy,”  and  completed  the  four  stanzas. 
The  poem  was  published  in  several  reli¬ 
gious  periodicals  and  read  by  many. 

George  Stebbins,  a  gifted  composer 
and  music  evangelist,  was  associated 
with  Moody  and  Sankey  from  about  1876 
until  the  end  of  the  century.  He  frequent¬ 
ly  traveled  with  them  and  assisted  other 
evangelists  between  the  Moody  missions. 


While  working  with  two  other  evange¬ 
lists  in  meetings  in  Bombay,  Calcutta, 
Madras,  and  other  cities  in  India,  Steb¬ 
bins  discovered  Longstaff’s  poem  among 
the  papers  he  had  with  him.  Someone 
had  clipped  the  poem  from  a  paper  and 
given  it  to  him  unnoticed. 

Impressed  by  the  poem  as  he  sat  in  his 
room  in  India,  he  quickly  composed  the 
tune  now  called  "Holiness.”  He  mailed 
the  finished  song  to  Ira  Sankey  in  New 
York,  and  it  was  published  in  1890. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"At  Calvary " 


New  4King  David’  film  ranks  among  worst  of  epics 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  -  "King  David”  -  the 
long-promised  grand  epic  of  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  swashbuckling 
characters  of  the  Bible  —  will  surely  go 
down  as  one  of  the  worst  movies  of  1985. 

The  Film  Journal  thinks  it  is  so  bad 
that  "After  King  David,'  biblical  films 
are  not  likely  to  make  a  comeback  any¬ 
time  soon." 

The  Journal  faults  the  Paramount 
film  on  commercial  and  technical  levels, 
including  casting:  "Nearly  everything 
about  this  project  is  miscalculated  — 
from  its  relentlessly  solemn  tone  to  its 
estimation  of  the  genre's  commercial 
value  in  1985.  to  its  dependence  on  a 


woefully  inadequate  Richard  Gere  in  the 
title  role.” 

It  fails  as  entertainment  and  also  as 
story. 

Which  leads  to  such  questions  as: 
What's  wrong  with  the  story?  Where  did 
the  grandeur,  the  blockbuster  potential 
of  the  movie  go  wrong?  You  can  t  blame 
just  the  temper  of  the  times  and  box  of¬ 
fice  (which  favors  horror  and  youth  mov¬ 
ies).  What  would  have  made  "David” 
better?  In  fact,  what  would  make  a  good 
biblical  movie?  Is  it  possible? 

Not  many  good  biblical  movies  come 
to  mind.  TV’s  two-part  "Story  of  David" 
in  1976  had  a  softer  touch  and  greater 
reverence  but  covered  too  much  territo¬ 
ry.  though  concentrating  to  some  degree 


on  Bathsheba.  The  current  David  hardly 
has  time  to  ask  her  name. 

Working  against  making  a  good  Bible 
movie  are  two  basic  problems.  The  first 
is  the  trivialization  of  doing  the  story  lit¬ 
erally  —  actors  and  extras  transferred 
from  their  swimming  pools  and  hot-tubs 
in  Beverly  Hills  and  Hollywood  to  a  de¬ 
sert  scene  to  make  a  movie  looks  much 
like  that.  People  have  their  visual  and 
spiritual  preconceived  images  of  Bible 
characters;  the  problem  is  the  same  with 
bringing  a  beloved  best  seller  to  the 
screen— the  reader  already  knows  what 
the  visuals  are,  and  this  personal  subjec¬ 
tivism  never  really  meshes  with  the  lit¬ 
eral  attempts  of  another's  vision. 

The  big  problem,  certainly  with  Da¬ 
vid.  is  the  story.  It  is  too  big. 

The  movie  could  have  begun  and  end¬ 
ed  with  the  first  scene.  It  is  a  shocker,  al¬ 
most  out  of  "Friday  the  13th.”  whatever 
part,  with  a  swinging  sword  and  death 

Here's  what  happens  in  "David”:  Sam¬ 
uel  (Denis  Quilley)  appears  angrily  in  the 
presence  of  Saul  (Edward  Woodward).  In 
one  of  the  most  difficult  passages  in  the 
Bible  to  interpret.  Samuel  espouses  the 
philosophy  of  genocide  —  genocide 
against  a  certain  people,  the  Amalekites 
—  as  the  will  of  God. 

(The  choice  of  highlighting  this  en¬ 
counter  of  Samuel  with  Saul  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  —  with  the  violent  slaughter  of 
the  helpless  king,  Agag  -  does.  I  think, 
suggest  a  strong  contempt  for  the  Bible  by 
the  movie’s  Australian  director,  Bruce 
Beresford  of  “Breaker  Morant"  and 
“Tender  Mercies.”) 

In  the  movie.  Samuel  accosts  Saul, 
who  has  spared  the  life  of  Agag.  Saul  ar¬ 
gues  that  there  has  been  enough  destruc¬ 
tion.  and  he  is  negotiating  with  the 
enemy  captive  tribal  king.  Agag. 

Samuel  practically  goes  out  of  his 
skull  in  anger.  He  makes  it  clear  to  Saul 
that  the  great  God  Jehovah  wanted  ALL 
the  Amalekites  killed  —  men.  women. 


children,  their  animals,  with  a  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  such  as  the  choice  sheep  to  be 
used  for  sacrifices.  And  before  you  know 
it,  in  his  fit  of  anger,  Samuel  grabs  a  hef¬ 
ty  sword  and  slices  off  the  head  of  Agag. 
The  severed  head  gets  some  camera 
treatment.  Then  Samuel  stalks  out  with 
the  great  (but  good?)  God  satisfied. 
That's  all  we  have  of  this  story  in  the 
movie  —  again,  one  of  the  most  difficult 
stories  in  the  Bible. 

There  is  some  strength  and  power  in 
this  realism  and  violent  motion,  as  there 
is  strength  and  power  and  realism  in  the 
subsequent  scenes  of  a  grubby  tribe  of 
followers  of  Jehovah  trying  to  eke  out  an 
existence  on  rugged,  desolate  hills  and 
keeping  the  angry  God  happy.  David 
(Richard  Gere)  makes  it  clear  later  in 
the  film  as  he  unwraps  a  magnificent 
model  of  a  future  temple  as  though  it 
were  the  latest  Mercedes  or  Rolls-Royce 
that  THE  God  has  been  content  so  far  in 
simply  living  in  tents  (the  tabernacle), 
while  "I  live  in  a  house  of  cedars!” 

Yet  there  is  no  understanding  of  the 
simplicity  of  God,  the  absoluteness  of  his 
demands,  of  judgment,  of  perhaps  sym¬ 
bol  —  a  story  that  has  something  to  say 
for  future  audiences. 

As  symbol,  although  taking  the  ac¬ 
count  literally,  with  God  all  wrapped  up 
in  his  society  and  an  initial  people,  the 
literal  events  get  a  message  across— 
that  God  is  no-nonsense,  that  throughout 
history  he  is  to  be  a  demanding  God. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  justification  in 
the  modern  mind  for  any  version  of  total 
genocide.  The  movie  could  have  helped 
understand  this  difficult  passage  by  tell¬ 
ing  of  Saul’s  conniving  with  the  Amale¬ 
kites  and  of  his  sparing  of  the  best  sheep 
and  other  things,  not  for  dedication  to 
God,  but  for  distribution  among  his  men. 
It  could  have  given  the  background  such 
as  Israel's  legitimate  grudge  against  the 
Amalekites  which  helps  Sam's  slaying  of 
Agag  make  some  sense. 


Book  Review 

Four  principles  survive 


"Creative  Conflict,”  by  Richard  L. 
Krebs:  Augsburg.  1982.  Ill  pages. 

By  TED  DOTTS 

This  author  holds  credentials  that 
will  attract  readers  interested  in  han¬ 
dling  conflict.  He  works  at  two  profes¬ 
sions  —  clinical  psychologist  and 
pastor.  In  addition,  he  writes  from  the 
reality  of  his  own  experiences,  experi¬ 
ences  common  to  people  living  in 
church  communities. 

As  the  author  moves  through  his  con¬ 
flicts  with  friends,  spouse,  employers, 
churches,  and  inner-self,  the  reader 
gets  personally  involved.  One  begins  to 
wonder.  How  will  he  get  out  of  that? 
Or.  what  will  he  do  in  that  situation? 

Using  basic  Christian  perspectives, 
he  formulates  four  principles  for  con¬ 
flicts:  commitment,  caring,  firmness, 
and  protection.  To  illustrate  each  of 
these  principles,  he  weaves  stories 


from  his  work  as  pastor  and  as  a  clini¬ 
cal  psychologist. 

Commitment  means  that  all  parties 
to  a  conflict  keep  the  fight  going.  Car¬ 
ing  provides  the  high  possibility  that 
the  conflict  will  turn  out  well  for  all 
parties.  Firmness  finds  a  middle  way 
between  attacking  and  running  away. 
Protection  leaves  the  benefits  of  con¬ 
flict  to  God  thereby  opening  the  way  to 
creative  conflict. 

This  book  helps  us  in  our  conflicts. 
Using  the  four  principles  helps  us  stay 
in  conflict  in  the  ways  that  make  con¬ 
flict  a  blessing.  The  preacher  will  gain 
the  same  benefits  as  other  readers  and 
find  a  number  of  timely,  relevant,  and 
enjoyable  illustrations  to  assist  the 
preaching  task. 

Mr.  Dot  Is  is  pastor  of  Saint  John's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lubbock. 
7 exas. 


Couple  protests  nuclear  submarines 

BANGOR,  Wash.  —  Shelley  and  Jim  Douglas  stand  on  railroad  tracks  that 
lead  into  the  U.S.  Navy’s  Trident  nuclear  submarine  base  (right  background). 
Mr.  Douglas  is  a  founder  of  the  Agape  Community,  a  group  of  nuclear  pro¬ 
testers  that  hold  vigils  across  the  country  at  points  through  which  trains  car¬ 
ry  nuclear  weapons.  A  number  of  the  protesters  say  they  are  motivated  by 
religious  faith.  religious  news  service  photo 


Lack  of  interest  said 
blocking  Bible  reading 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  —  Lack  of  interest  in 
reading  has  supplemented  illiteracy  as 
an  obstacle  to  be  overcome  by  Bible  so¬ 
cieties,  the  president  of  World  Vision 
told  the  169th  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Bible  Society. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Houston,  former  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  declared  that  "unless  the 
Word  of  God  written  or  printed  is  heard 
through  the  ears,  the  great  majority  of 
people  in  every  country  will  not  receive 
it.” 

The  Baptist  minister,  a  native  of  Dum¬ 
barton,  Scotland,  explained  that  "it  is  not 
just  that  the  majority  of  people  in  the 
Third  World  are  not  yet  literate  or  able 
to  read.  It  is  that  the  majority  of  people 
in  our  Western  countries  like  the  United 
States  are  habitual  non-readers." 

Mr.  Houston  told  the  gathering  “you 
have  proportionately  three  times  as 
many  people  attending  church  (in  the 
United  States)  as  I  was  used  to  seeing  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  but  your  percent¬ 
age  of  people  reading  the  Bible  once  a 
month  or  more  is  the  same  as  ours  —  15 
percent.” 

The  evangelical  relief  leader  pointed 
out  that  the  expression,  "the  Word  of 
God”  has  three  connotations  in  the  Bible 
—  the  word  written,  the  word  spoken, 
and  the  word  lived. 

Mr.  Houston  acknowledged  that  the 
written  word  "has  been  and  always 
needs  to  be  the  primary  preoccupation  of 
the  Bible  societies."  But  he  stressed  that 
most  references  in  the  Bible  to  the  Word 
of  God  are  to  the  spoken  word.  "The 


Word  of  God  needs  to  come  off  the  page 
onto  the  lips  to  be  effective,"  he  said. 

The  Word  of  God  lived  was  contained 
in  "Jesus  the  Son  of  God  and  our  Savior,” 
Mr.  Houston  said,  as  well  as  in  Ihe 
church,  "which  is  his  body,  the  extension 
of  the  incarnation  today  '  To  get  the  Bi¬ 
ble  believed,  the  World  Vision  president 
said,  “it  will  have  to  be  lived  as  well  as 
spoken.  The  Word  of  God  lived  is  what 
makes  the  Bible  believable." 

Mr.  Houston  asserted  that  "people  will 
pay  attention  to  the  Bible  when  they  are 
convinced  of  its  worth,  before  they  wor¬ 
ry  about  its  truth.  We  need  to  recognize 
that  that  is  the  order  in  which  people  ap¬ 
proach  things  in  life  —  worth  first,  truth 
second .” 

Although  churches  feature  more 
preaching  from  the  Bible  today,  Mr 
Houston  said,  “this  may  not  get  us  too 
much  farther  forward  because  mono¬ 
logue  as  a  medium  of  communication  is 
less  used  now  than  ever."  For  a  church 
service  to  effectively  communicate  to 
the  people,  he  declared,  “the  sermon 
needs  to  be  part  of  a  larger  whole  where 
all  the  senses  are  appealed  to  through 
media  that  use  all  the  gifts  of  the  con¬ 
gregation." 

The  World  Vision  president  suggested 
the  use  of  dialogue  and  audio-visual  pre¬ 
sentations  as  examples  of  "events  that 
involve  people."  Through  such  methods, 
he  said,  agencies  like  the  American  Bi¬ 
ble  Society  “can  make  a  great  impact  in 
breaking  through  the  effects  of  the 
15  percent  ceiling  of  monthly  Bible  read¬ 
ing." 


Minister  skipped  25  tax  returns 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  A  United  Methodist 
minister  who  didn’t  file  federal  tax  re¬ 
turns  for  25  years  has  been  put  on  three 
years’  probation  by  a  federal  district 
judge  in  Columbia,  S.C. 

The  Rev.  Bundy  Bynum,  54,  former 
district  superintendent  of  the  Method¬ 
ists'  Orangeburg,  S.C..  district,  was  also 
ordered  to  perform  200  hours  of  commu¬ 
nity  service  with  the  Alston  Wilkes  Soci¬ 
ety,  a  nonprofit  group  that  helps  rehabili¬ 
tate  former  prisoners. 


Mr.  nynum  sull  faces  civil  charges 
from  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  re¬ 
garding  back  taxes  and  penalties  for 
failure  to  file. 

Mr.  Bynum  was  removed  from  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent's  post  by  Bishop 
Roy  Clark  and  put  on  leave  of  absence 
from  ministerial  work  when  his  tax 
problems  became  known.  With  the  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  criminal  charges,  church  of¬ 
ficials  have  now  taken  him  off  leave  of 
absence  and  ruled  him  eligible  for  a  min¬ 
isterial  appointment  in  June,  when  the 
UMC’s  South  Carolina  Conference  meets. 


&  1876  3nrt  &  Restaurant  ?£ 

Jg?  Completed  in  1983 

Call  Us.  It’s  Free!  1-800-643-3030 

At  the  1876  Inn  you  enjoy  fine  accommodations,  dedicated  service,  an 
outstanding  restaurant  and  special  attention  for  groups. 

•  Enjoy  our  lovely  landscaping  of  spring  and  summer  flowers  •  Relax 
in  the  Jacuzzi  whirlpool  bath  •  We  are  experienced  in  handling  groups 

•  We  will  make  your  reservations  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  and  other 

wholesome  attractions  „  „ 

The  1876  Inn  and  Restaurant  '  •'Vi*'  .  , 

Rt  1.  Box  247  _ 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632  <SfVv  ” 

(501)2537183  .rifSL 

Cheek  with  us  for  special  events  throughout  the  year!  " 
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Shown  above  demonstrating  CPR,  from  left  to  right  are:  Althea  Lisberg, 
ferry  Hill,  Lafon  Home  Custodian,  volunteering  as  a  victim,  and  Christell 
Morrison.  Other  staff  members  are  attending  the  class. 


From  The  Administrator 


Lafon  Home  has  a  rich  history  of 
one  hundred  nineteen  (119)  years  of 
dedicated  service.  As  we  approach 
the  21st  century,  we  anticipate 
extending  our  present  services  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  fastest  growing  seg¬ 
ment  of  our  population,  the  elderly, 
which  will  probably  be  about  15%  by 
the  year  2000.  Presently,  our  minis¬ 
try  at  the  facility  is  geared  in  that 
direction.  The  nursing  home 
population  is  changing  economically, 
medically  and  socially.  We  are 
preparing  to  enter  the  future  equip¬ 
ped  to  meet  all  challenges  and 
changes  that  will  come  with  the  times. 

We  are  privileged  at  Lafon  Home 
to  have  a  most  enthusiastic  and  well 
rounded  staff,  who  provide  the  best  of 
care  to  the  residents/patients  here 
in  the  facility. 

—Edward  J.  Lang 


Shown  above  at  the  nursing  station  are,  from  left  to  right,  Ms.  Alfreda 
Jenkins,  Education  Director;  Ms.  Mildred  Coulon,  Word  Clerk,  and  Mrs. 
Christell  Morrison,  Supervisor  of  Nursing. 


Nursing  Service 


We  have  been  officially  opened 
nine  months  now  and  have  found 
these  months  the  most  challenging 
and  rewarding  of  all.  Our  patient- 
resident  population  is  increasing 
daily 

The  most  rewarding  experiences 
have  been  to  see  the  improvement  in 
our  patient/resident  quality  of  life 
since  their  admission  here.  We  have 
several  patient/residents  who  on  ad¬ 
mission  were  non-ambulatory,  non¬ 
verbal,  incontinent,  and  since  their 
admission  are  now  ambulatory, 
verbal  and  continent. 

The  nursing  staff  of  Lafon  Home 
consists  of  a  Director  of  Nursing,  Al¬ 
thea  J  Lisberg,  nursing  supervisor. 
Christell  Morrison,  Inservice  in¬ 
structor,  Alfreda  A.  Jenkins,  numer¬ 
ous  L.P.N.'s  and  nursing  assistants. 

The  unique  aspect  of  nursing  in 


the  Lafon  Home  begins  even  before 
the  admission  of  the  patient.  The  ad¬ 
mit  nurse  and  social  worker  go  into 
the  hospital  or  home  of  patient/resi¬ 
dents  who  request  admission  to  the 
nursing  home  to  do  a  pre-admission 
visit  to  assess  the  patient/resident 
medical  and  psychosocial  needs  and 
to  plan  their  care  once  they  are  ad¬ 
mitted.  This  alleviates  some  of  the 
anxiety  of  the  patient/resident  and 
family  members.  This  also  gives  the 
patient/resident  and  family  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  discuss  their  feeling 
about  nursing  home  placement. 

The  nursing  staff  at  Lafon  Home 
have  found  that  the  key  to  effective 
nursing  management  was  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  workable  homeostasis 
of  interpersonal  relationships  among 
patient/resident,  and  family  mem¬ 
bers 


Irs.  Gloria  Grisworld,  Activities  Coordinator,  is  shown  above  leading  the 
y  exercise  class.  Lafon  Home  residents  are  in  attendance. 


Daily  Exercise  Classes 


1;  At  9:30  each  morning,  the  resi¬ 
dents  at  Lafon  Home  participate  in 
daily  exercise  classes.  These  classes 
give  a  positive  effect  on  the  resi¬ 
dents.  It  helps  physically  by  improv¬ 
ing  circulation;  mentally,  by 
stimulating  and  motivating  the  resi¬ 
dents  to  get  involved  in  other  activi¬ 


ties;  and  socially,  by  teaching  the 
residents  interaction  among  each 
other.  The  classes  offer  resident  par¬ 
ticipation,  in  which  the  residents  are 
allowed  to  occasionally  teach.  The 
residents  look  forward  to  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  exercise  classes  each  day. 
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Inservice  Instructor,  Alfreda  A.  Jenkins,  conducting  education  class. 


Ms.  Eugenie  Dauphin,  Lafon  Home  hairdresser,  is  shown  above  assisting  a 
resident  who  is  under  the  hair  dryer. 

The  Lafon  Home  Beauty  Salon  provides  a  service  to  the  residents  which 
gives  them  self  confidence.  Two  days  a  week  are  set  aside  as  “Beauty  Day,” 
on  which  the  residents  have  their  hair  washed  and  set.  This  is  a  service  do¬ 
nated  by  The  Stevenson  Beauty  Academy  in  New  Orleans. 

The  salon  includes  3  hair  driers,  several  beauty  chairs,  a  barber  chair, 
shampoo  sink  and  hair  combs.  The  salon  helps  to  increase  the  self  image  of 
the  residents.  They  also  look  forward  to  the  social  fellowship  with  each  other 
and  with  the  hairdresser  each  week. 


Inservice  Education 


Inservice  education  plays  a  prom¬ 
inent  role  in  the  operation  of  Lafon 
Home  and  the  services  provided  by 
every  department. 

Since  quality  health  care  delivery 
is  our  goal,  we  find  it  imperative  to 
place  a  great  deal  of  emphasis  on 
education. 

The  education  department  is  the 
newest  entity  of  Lafon  Home.  Our 
assessment  nurse,  Alfreda  Jenkins, 
R.N.B.S.N.,  has  been  assigned  to 
head  our  education  department.  Al- 
freda's  duties  cover  the  entire  spec¬ 
trum  of  education  for  each  depart¬ 
ment.  i.e.,  Inservice  on  a  njonthly 
basis.  These  inservice  meetings  con¬ 
sist  of  individual  participation  and 
testing.  The  tests  serve  as  a  measur¬ 
ing  stick  to  determine  motivation, 
enthusiasm,  sensitivity  and  interest 
to  our  patient/resident. 

Orientation  and  staff  development 
are  mandated  and  provided  to  all 
personnel. 

The  education  department  was  re¬ 
cently  provided  a  projector  and  edu¬ 
cational  cassettes  which  are  being 
utilized  in  our  inservices. 

A  monthly  inservice  calendar  is 
posted  with  each  department  shown, 
and  the  topic  to  be  presented  in  that 
program  is  also  listed. 

During  inservice  training, 
standards  of  performance  are  set, 


importance  of  each  employee  func¬ 
tions  and  their  goals  are  stressed,  re¬ 
sponsibilities  and  punctuality  are 
placed  in  their  respective  order. 
Consequently,  our  education  depart¬ 
ment  is  approaching  the  apex  of  high 
quality  health  care  delivery  as  it 
reaches  every  employee  and  their 
overall  function  toward  participa¬ 
tion  in  patient/resident  well-being. 

Dr.  Don  E.  Carter,  one  of  our  resi¬ 
dent  physicians,  lectures  quarterly 
to  the  staff.  The  topic  of  his  last  lec¬ 
ture  was  “Diabetes.”  Dr.  Carter  cov¬ 
ered  every  aspect  of  diabetes,  such 
as  etiology,  treatment,  and  diet. 

The  education  department  recent¬ 
ly  held  a  CPR  Course  in  which  nine¬ 
teen  employees  participated.  The 
staff  was  very  enthusiastic  about 
the  course. 

The  education  departments  future 
plans  include  Diabetic  Screening, 
Blood  Pressure  Screening,  Health 
Fair,  and  lectures  open  to  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Through  continuous  education  of 
all  staff,  the  quality  of  patient  care 
is  affected  as  members  of  the  staff 
become  more  knowledgeable  and 
more  skillful. 

At  Lafon,  we  do  not  consider  con¬ 
tinuing  education  a  liability  to  our 
department  supervisors,  but  an  as¬ 
set. 
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Shown  above,  from  left  to  right,  are  the  staff  of  Lafon  Nursing  Home:  Al¬ 
ice  Lane,  Food  Service  Manager;  Sandi  Marie,  Social  Service  Director;  Al¬ 
freda  Jenkins,  Education  Director;  Althea  Lisburg,  Director  of  Nursing;  and 
Christell  Morrison,  Supervisor  of  Nursing.  Edward  J.  Lang,  Administrator, 
is  shown  standing. 


Social  Services 


Social  service,  an  integral  part  of 
this  facility  whose  primary  concerns 
are  the  successful  placement  of  the 
resident  in  the  facility  and  the  psy¬ 
chosocial  adaptation  of  the  resident 
and  his/her  family  to  institutional  liv¬ 
ing.  Each  individual's  particular 
needs  are  identified  upon  admit¬ 
tance.  This  helps  to  provide  a  better 
understanding  of  the  person,  and 
eases  the  transition  from  their  home 
to  the  facility.  Assistance  is  given  to 
the  resident  during  the  adjustment 
process  by  acquainting  them  with 
their  new  surroundings,  fellow  resi¬ 
dents,  and  staff  members.  A 
networking  system  is  developed  to 
assist  residents  with  financial,  legal 
and/or  medical  problems  through 
community  resources 

As  of  March,  1985  a  Resident's 
Council  was  formed.  The  Council 
consists  of  five  residents  who  meet 


once  a  month  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
pressing  themselves  on  community 
living  within  the  facility.  The  Coun¬ 
cil  encourages  all  residents  to  have 
input  into  decision  making  processes 
that  concern  them.  It  also  serves  as 
a  link  between  the  residents  and  ad¬ 
ministration.  There  may  be  prob¬ 
lems  of  which  the  council  is  aware 
but  that  the  administration  discov¬ 
ers  later.  If  this  is  the  case,  the 
members  can  voice  themselves  to 
see  that  the  problem  is  handled  ac¬ 
cordingly  before  it  becomes  unman¬ 
ageable. 

Another  aspect  of  Social  Service  is 
the  Activity  Department.  A  wide 
range  of  programs  are  offered  that 
are  designed  to  encourage  social 
interaction  among  the  residents. 
Individual  as  well  as  group  activities 
are  provided  and  planned  according 
to  each  individual’s  need. 


Dietary  Services 


The  primary  purpose  of  the  di¬ 
etary  service  of  this  facility  is  to 
prepare  and  serve  meals  in  a  way  to 
ensure  that  the  food  and  nutrition 
service  is  operating  in  a  safe,  sani¬ 
tary,  and  efficient  manner.  The 
meals  are  prepared  in  accordance 
with  physicians’  orders  and  to  meet, 
as  far  as  possible  the  “Recommend¬ 
ed  Dietary  Allowances  of  the  Food 
and  Nutrition  Board,  National  Re¬ 
search  Council.” 

Meals  are  served  daily  which  are 


adequate  in  amount,  palatable,  pre¬ 
pared  and  transported  in  a  sanitary 
manner. 

Special  Menus  are  prepared  and 
served  in  gourmet  fashion  on  Holi¬ 
days,  birthdays,  and  special  occa¬ 
sions.  Snacks  and  bedtime 
nourishment  are  available  to  each 
resident. 

Mealtime  is  a  primary  time  for 
socialization  at  Lafon  Home  and  is  a 
focal  point  of  the  day. 


Clip  and  mail  to: 

The  Lafon  Home 
4201  Cadillac  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70122 

□  Please  send  me  further  information  on  the  Lafon  Home. 

□  How  <lo  we  place  a  loved  one  or  a  friend  in  the  Lafon  Home? 

□  I  would  like  to  contribute  3 _ to  the  Lafon  Home. 

Name  _ _ _ _ 

Address. _ _ _ 
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The  Bishop’s  Corner 


‘So  You’re  Getting 
A  New  Preacher’ 


Once,  when  I  was  moving  to  another  church,  I  composed  these  ‘command¬ 
ments.’  They  have  been  reprinted  many  times  in  several  publications,  even  in¬ 
cluding  the  Baptist  Standard. 

I  offer  them  this  week  for  all  congregations  and  clergy  involved  in  a  ‘move’. 

1.  Never  say  to  the  minister,  ‘‘That’s  not  the  way  Brother _ did  it.” 

The  new  minister  doesn’t  want  to  do  it  the  way  Brother _ did  it,  and  his 

way  will  be  better  for  him. 

2.  Don’t  refer  to  the  former  minister,  either  to  praise  him  or  to  criticize  him. 
The  new  minister  knows  the  former  minister  perhaps  better  than  you  do.  He  is 
already  familiar  with  his  strengths  and  weaknesses  and  doesn’t  need  to  be  told 
about  either. 

3.  Don’t  expect  the  new  minister  to  remember  your  name  after  only  one 
introduction.  For  several  months,  repeat  your  name  to  him  when  you  see  him, 
until  you  are  sure  he  knows  you.  It  will  help  him  to  remember  you  if  you  will  tell 
him  where  you  work,  or  what  job  you  may  have  in  the  church. 

4.  Always  speak  to  the  minister  first.  Don’t  expect  him  to  speak  first;  and 
then  when  he  doesn’t,  tell  your  friend;  “My  pastor  doesn’t  know  me.” 

5.  Adjust  to  the  new  minister.  Don’t  expect  him  to  adjust  to  you.  He  may  have 
a  blue  car  instead  of  a  white  one,  and  may  wear  a  brown  suit  instead  of  a  black 
one.  His  strong  points  may  be  different.  In  the  course  of  a  lifetime,  the  layman 
is  exposed  to  many  men  with  diverse  gifts  and  thus  receives  a  well-rounded 
pastoral  leadership. 

6.  Invite  the  minister  to  your  home,  for  dinner  or  just  coffee.  He  will  get  to 
know  you  and  your  family  and  you  will  get  to  know  him  best  in  the  informal 
setting  of  your  home. 

7.  Let  the  minister  know  where  there  is  a  need.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single 
minister  who  would  deliberately  avoid  a  place  of  need.  I  have  known  a  few 
people  who  delight  in  not  telling  the  minister  of  a  need  so  they  can  criticize  him 
for  not  being  there.  He  is  neither  a  mind  reader  nor  a  seer.  If  you  need  him,  let 
him  know. 

8.  Don’t  blame  the  minister  for  the  poverty  of  your  own  spiritual  resources. 
The  person  who  says,  “I  don’t  go  to  church  because  I  don’t  like  the  minister,”  is 
only  revealing  his  own  lack  of  dedication  and  the  shallowness  of  his  personal 
commitment. 

9.  Pray  for  the  new  minister.  He  needs  your  prayers  as  much  as  you  need  his. 
If  you  pray  for  him,  he  will  be  aware  of  it  and  your  prayers  will  lead  you  to  be  in 
your  place  on  Sunday  with  a  receptive  heart  and  an  open  mind. 

10.  Remember  to  what  and  to  whom  you  owe  your  loyalty.  The  minister  asks 
only  that  you  be  loyal  to  Christ  and  to  the  Church.  If  you  do  that,  then  all  other 
loyalties  will  fall  into  their  proper  place. 


Sample  and  Ogle  Highlight 
F all  Social  Justice  Workshop 


Dr.  Tex  Sample,  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  Dr. 
George  Ogle,  Director  of  Social  Justice 
Ministries  on  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  Washington,  D.C., 
will  serve  as  recource  speakers  and 
leaders  for  the  October  19  workshop 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference.  . 

Titled,  “How  To  Make  A  Difference; 
Influencing  Community  Agencies  and 
Decision  Makers,”  it  is  being  planned 
and  implemented  by  the  Social  Justice 
■  Committee  of  the  Conference  Board,  Dr. 
Hilda  C.  M.  Arndt,  Chairperson.  The 
event,  scheduled  for  First  United  Meth- 
‘  odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  will  run 

•  from  9:00  a.m.  until  3:00  p.m.,  with  ad- 
.  vance  registration  encouraged. 

The  following  workshops  and  leaders 
:  have  been  confirmed,  in  addition  to  Dr. 
!  Sample  and  Dr.  Ogle: 

1-Unemployment  —  Dr.  George  Whit- 
field,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  and 
!  Administration,  Office  of  Employment 
:  Security. 

Lake  Charles 
Announces  ’85-’86 
Youth  Team 

The  following  youth  will  comprise  the 
D.Y.T.  from  Lake  Charles:  Tammy  In¬ 
gles  of  Westlake,  Perry  Dougherty  of 

•  Roanoke,  Corey  Perkins  of  Lake  Charles, 

•  Chris  Morgan  of  Sulphur,  Scott  Hender- 

•  son  of  Lake  Charles,  Melissa  Silliman  of 

•  Lake  Charles,  Tammy  Bresley  of  Lake 

•  Charles,  Jay  S.  Arnold  of  Lake  Charles, 

•  Tara  Faulk  of  Lake  Charles,  Petula  Jen- 
‘kins  of  Lake  Charles,  and  Robbie  Lan- 
-  nerd,  of  Lake  Charles.  Robbie  Lannerd,  a 

member  at  University  Church,  was 
>'  elected  to  serve  as  President  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Youth  Team.  All  11  on  this  team 
ywill  attend  Training  at  Centenary  June  6 
&  7. 

We  salute  Mrs.  Bobbye  Murphy  for  her 
;  fine  work  with  our  Youth,  and  we  thank 
Allen  Breland,  a  member  of  First 
:  Church  of  Lake  Charles,  for  agreeing  to 
take  our  D.Y.T.  to  training  and  act  as 
their  sponsor!  Our  D.Y.T.  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  following  Events: 

July  12-14:  Senior  High  District  Camp 
July  22-26:  Junior  High  District  Camp 
Jan.  3-4, 1986:  Sr.  High  Winter  Retreat, 
District  Camp 

Jan.  31-Feb.  1,  1986:  Junior  High  Win- 
ter  Retreat,  District  Camp. 

—Cathy  Lannerd 
LC  District  Secretary 


2- Quality  Education  —  Dr.  Harold 
Suire,  Vice-President  of  the  Education 
Division,  Baton  Rouge  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce. 

3- Environmental  Concerns  —  Mr. 
Dale  Givens,  Assistant  Secretary,  Office 
of  Water  Resources,  Department  of  Nat¬ 
ural  Resources. 

4- Plight  of  the  Small  Farmer  —  Dr. 
Mark  Lang,  Assistant  Professor  of  Agri¬ 
cultural  Economics,  LSU. 

The  particular  workshop  topics  were 
chosen  after  the  SJ  Committee  carried 
out  a  telephone  survey  of  clergy  and  lay 
persons  throughout  the  Conference  to  de¬ 
termine  the  major  social  and  economic 
concerns  in  each  area. 

Further  information  will  be  available 
at  Annual  Conference  and  in  future  is¬ 
sues  of  LUM. 

Methodist  Home 
Camp  At  Istrouma 

The  youth  of  the  New  Orleans/Houma 
District  began  a  camp  for  abused,  aban¬ 
doned  and  neglected  children  through 
the  ministry  of  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans,  in  1979.  The  program  has 
continued  each  July  at  Camp  Istrouma. 

Senior  High  Youth  (9th  through  12 
grade)  from  across  the  state  are  invited 
to  take  an  active  part  in  this  ministry  to 
the  children  of  The  Home.  Youth  serve 
as  buddies  and  partners  to  the  children 
as  they  go  through  their  daily  activities 
at  the  camp.  Activities  have  included 
swimming,  hiking,  art,  crafts,  and 
movies  and  music.  The  end  of  the  week  is 
climaxed  by  a  touching  communion 
experience. 

This  camp  provides  youth  with  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  first-hand  ministry  experi¬ 
ence.  A  chance  to  serve  the  church  and 
children  may  be  a  highlight  of  the  sum¬ 
mer.  Youth  ministers  and  youth  that  are 
interested  are  asked  to  contact  Jim 
Akins  of  The  Methodist  Home,  at  504- 
895-7709  or  P.  0.  Box  15109,  Station  B, 
New  Orleans,  La.  70175  for  information 
and  brochures  for  registration.  Registra¬ 
tion  is  limited,  so  please  send  inquiries 
today. 

Bishop’s  Address 
to  UMM  on  Video 

The  newest  tape  in  the  video  library  of 
the  Resource  Center  features  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  addressing  the 
United  Methodist  Men  of  the  Conference. 
The  13  minute  VHS  program  is  recom¬ 
mended  for  district  and  local  church 
UMM  meetings. 


EBR  Volunteers  Work 


By  ODETTE  LANG 

The  belief  that  the  foundation  of  a 
strong  democratic  society  is  a  strong 
public  school  system,  is  being  reaffirmed 
today  in  the  rising  concern  of  the  people 
of  Louisiana  with  improving  the  quality 
of  education  for  the  children  of  our  state. 
To  support  positive  progress  in  improv¬ 
ing  education,  the  public  needs  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  assisting  the  local  systems. 
Three  specific  organizations  offer  ave¬ 
nues  of  approach  for  volunteers  from  all 
sectors  of  the  community. 

Volunteers  in  Public  Schools  is  a  way 
to  participate  in  public  school  progress 
for  parents,  grandparents,  business  lead¬ 
ers,  retired  persons,  high  school  students, 
church  workers,  and  civic  group  mem¬ 
bers.  VIPS  participants  are  trained  to 
assist  in  the  schools  in  order  to  expand 
the  teacher’s  time  so  that  more  can  be 
given  (enhancement).  Volunteers  may  be 
classroom  helpers,  tutors,  clerical  assis¬ 
tants,  art  and  music  assistants,  and  li¬ 
brary  aides.  Participants  may  work  in  a 
school  of  their  choice  and  set  their  own 
schedule  of  hours  to  serve. 

VIPS  in  East  Baton  Rouge  Parish  is 
one  model  for  direct  involvement  of  citi¬ 
zens.  In  addition  to  recruiting  volunteers 
through  a  strong  community  awareness 
program,  the  staff  publishes  a  monthly 
newsletter,  conducts  workshops  for  prin¬ 
cipals,  teachers,  and  volunteers,  pre¬ 
pares  manuals  for  use  by  these  groups  to 
assist  in  effective  implementation  of  the 
various  programs,  recognizes  individ¬ 


uals  in  a  permanent  display  in  the  East 
Baton  Rouge  Parish  School  Board  Of¬ 
fice.  VIPS  cooperates  with  all  communi¬ 
ty,  civic  and  service  organizations,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  churches  to 
involve  all  sectors  in  the  support  of  pub¬ 
lic  schools. 

Friends  of  Public  Education  is  a  com¬ 
munity  grass  roots  organization  whose 
purpose  is  to  mobilize  community  sup¬ 
port  for  public  schools.  In  East  Baton 
Rouge  Parish,  as  in  other  communities, 
the  goal  is  to  support,  sustain,  and 
strengthen  the  public  school  system  by 
facilitating  involvement,  encouraging 
communication,  fostering  a  positive  and 
favorable  image  of  public  schools  (good 
things  that  are  happening),  and  working 
for  increased  monetary  support  from 
both  the  public  and  private  sectors. 

Friends  provide  speakers  to  all  orga¬ 
nizations  to  promote  this  goal.  A  strong 
network  of  correlation  exists  with  VIPS, 
parent  organizations,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  School  Board. 

Adopt-a-School  program  involves  the 
commitment  of  a  business  civic  group, 
or  religious  organization  to  agree  to  as¬ 
sist  a  specific  school  in  the  parish  to  en¬ 
rich  and  enhance  the  total  program  of 
the  school.  The  adopter  and  the  individ¬ 
ual  school  plan  carefully  as  to  the  realis¬ 
tic  needs  of  the  school  and  the  volunteer 
service  —  both  monetary  and  employee 
volunteer  time  —  which  the  adopting  or¬ 
ganization  can  provide.  A  kick  off  is  then 
planned  to  make  the  community  aware 


Retired  Ministers'1  Home 
At  Hammond  Dedicated 


The  recent  dedication  service  for  the  Retired  Ministers’  Home  in  Hammond  is 
shown  in  the  top  photo.  Participants  shown,  left  to  right,  are:  Mrs.  Marjorie  Messer, 
Rev.  Messer’s  brother,  Tom  Matheny,  Rev.  Glen  Messer,  Rev.  Don  Hall  and  Thomas 
Knighton,  a  member  of  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board.  Also  present  was  Rev. 
James  Adams,  Chairman  of  the  Retired  Ministers'  Homes  Board. 

The  "Hammond  Home”  is  shown  in  the  bottom  photo.  It  was  provided  jointly  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Hammond  and  Nesom  Memorial  UM  Church. 


A  Message  To  The  Readers 


All  1984  subscriptions  to  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  have  been  stopped.  If 
you  did  not  subscribe  for  1985.  you  will 
not  be  getting  the  paper.  However,  if  you 
wish  to  subscribe,  it  is  not  too  late  for  we 
will  continue  to  accept  subscriptions. 

If  a  subscription  begins  in  May  ’85,  it 
will  not  be  stopped  until  exactly  one  year 
later  . . .  May  ’86.  The  same  system  ap¬ 
plies  each  month.  Those  who  subscribed 
during  the  campaign  this  year  will  all  be 
stopped  in  April  '86. 

There  have  been  some  problems  with 
people  getting  two  papers.  This  should 
now  be  eliminated  since  all  1984  sub¬ 


scriptions  have  expired.  If  anyone  is  get¬ 
ting  two  copies  of  the  paper  and  you  are 
a  new  subscriber,  please  notify  us.  This 
is  perhaps  an  error  in  the  computer  sys¬ 
tem  and  can  be  corrected. 

This  year,  our  campaign  has  been  very 
successful.  We  have  a  very  organized 
system  and  are  able  to  correct  any  er¬ 
rors  within  a  week.  We  have  more  sub¬ 
scriptions  this  year  than  ever  before. 

Please  inform  us  if  there  are  any 
problems  with  your  subscriptions.  Thank 
you  for  supporting  The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist.  Keep  up  the  good  work! 

Linda  Crum 

LUM  Circulation  Manager 
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Annual  Conference 
June  3-6 


Centenary  College 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Shreveport.  La. 


Conference  begins  with  the  Memorial  Service  at  2:30  p.m.  Monday,  ?: 
June  3.  £ 


For  Public  Education 


Some  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Methodists  working  for  community  involvement  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools  are  pictured  above.  Front  row,  left  to  right:  Winkie  Rector,  Marion  Baun, 
Carolyn  Carnahan  and  Mary  Gordon.  Back  row:  Don  Hoover  and  Rev  Joe  McClain. 
Not  pictured,  Dr.  Phil  Woodland. 


that  the  organization  is  getting  involved 
with  the  school,  increase  student  pride  in 
the  school,  and  give  employees  favorable 
publicity  among  their  associates.  At  the 
present  time,  forty-five  schools  have 
been  adopted  in  East  Baton  Rouge  Par¬ 
ish. 

Volunteer  programs  such  as  these 
mentioned  are  on-going  in  many  commu¬ 
nities  in  Louisiana  and  in  other  states  in 


the  nation.  Quoting  from  the  slogan  ap¬ 
pearing  on  Volunteers  in  Public  Schools 
literature:  “See  for  yourself  the  Good 
Things  that  are  Happening  in  Public 
Schools  and  Help  Make  the  Good  Things 
Happen!” 

For  information  on  how  to  start  one  of 
these  programs  in  your  community 
write,  Volunteers  in  Public  Schools,  2928 
College  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70808. 


Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
Recommends  Action  on  Bills 


In  an  effort  to  participate  responsibly 
in  the  important  decisions  made  by  the 
Louisiana  Legislature  which  affect  the 
quality  of  life  for  all,  the  Louisiana  Leg¬ 
islative  Liaison  Committee  urges  all 
Methodists  to  contact  their  state  sena¬ 
tors  and  representatives  relative  to  pro¬ 
posed  legislation  in  these  four  important 
areas: 

1.  “Jai-lai”  HB  575  SB  192 

The  bill  would  authorize  the  playing  of 
“Jai-lai.”  It  is  a  sport  often  associated 
with  major  betting  and  corruption.  It  is 
not  the  sort  of  influence  which  should  be 
fostered  in  our  state. 

2.  Lottery  (14  bills  introduced) 

The  historic  position  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  gambling  as  a 
“menace  to  society,  deadly  to  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  moral,  social,  economic,  and 
spiritual  life,  and  destructive  of  good 
government."  (Social  Principles,  UMC), 
calls  us  to  mobilize  our  opposition  to  all 
bills  authorizing  lotteries  in  Louisiana. 

3.  Education 

From  the  many  proposals  for  educa¬ 
tion  reform,  the  committee  urges  sup¬ 
port  of  the  following: 

a.  One  elected  body  to  govern  educa¬ 
tion  at  elementary,  secondary,  and  voca¬ 
tional-technical  school  levels. 

b.  Salary  priority  should  be  for  new 
teachers.  (Salary  increase  at  the  entry 
level  is  needed  to  meet  a  real  shortage  of 
qualified  persons  entering  the  profes¬ 
sion.) 

c.  Quality  Thrust  Fund  from  off  shore 


revenue:  SB  105,  SB  522  would  provide 
that  a  permanent  trust  fund,  “Louisiana 
Higher  Education  Quality  Thrust  Fund” 
would  be  invested  and  interest  earned 
would  be  used  for  research,  endowment 
of  chairs,  and  recruitment  of  superior 
graduate  students.  These  bills  would  also 
provide  for  “Louisiana  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  Quality  Thrust 
Fund"  which  would  receive  the  off  shore 
land  mineral  lease  money  recurring  in 
the  future  to  be  used  for  financing  salary 
increase  to  teachers  based  on  knowledge 
or  performance,  textbooks  and  pilot  pro¬ 
grams. 

d.  We  favor  continued  study  and  work 
toward  an  effective  way  to  link  needed 
teacher  effectiveness. 

4.  Day  Care  Licensing 

In  the  interest  of  the  protection  and 
well  being  of  children,  we  urge  the  sup¬ 
port  of  mandatory  licensing  of  all  day 
care  facilities.  SB  126,  SB  1033  provide 
for  that  needed  regulation.  Another  bill 
relating  to  day  care  has  the  opposite  ef¬ 
fect  (SB  1766)  and  should  be  opposed. 
Senators  may  be  reached  at  (504)  342- 
2040;  Representatives  at  (504)  342-6945. 

Address  letters  to  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  P  O.  Box  94062,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70804 

The  Senate,  P.  O.  Box  94183,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70804. 

Please  contact  your  representative 
and  senator  and  encourage  opposition  to 
gambling  in  our  state,  and  support  of 
these  educational  priorities. 


ytp.„o„JWoJ 


During  the  past  two  years,  it  has 
been  my  privilege  to  serve  as  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  Communications  for  the 
Conference  and  as  Editor  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  United  Methodist. 

This  will  be  my  last  issue  of  the 
LUM.  We  are  transferring  back  to 
Nebraska,  where  I  will  be  serving  as 
pastor  of  a  local  church. 

It’s  been  good  to  get  to  know  Loui¬ 
siana  and  I  appreciate  the  wonderful 
spirit  and  cooperation  of  the  cabinet, 
staff,  boards  and  committees  with 
whom  I  have  worked  and  so  many  of 
you  who  have  helped  so  much. 


Again,  thanks  and  Shalom! 


—  Elwood 


Rev.  Elwood  Fleming 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorial- 

Why  have  a  social  action  agency? 


Maybe  it  is  time  to  do  away  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism's  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Other  United  Methodist  groups  seem 
eager  to  do  jobs  primarily  assigned  by 
the  Book  of  Discipline  to  that  board. 
Consider  how  church-and-society  issues 
dominated  recent  meetings: 

•The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
spent  much  time  on  matters  involving 
government  policies  toward  farmers,  the 
sanctuary  movement  and  proposed 
changes  in  tax  policies  dealing  with 
charitable  giving. 

•At  the  end  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  meeting,  the  presiding 
officer  listed  what  she  considered  ac¬ 
complishments  of  the  week’s  work.  All 
but  one  were  social  issues.  Among  them: 
a  boycott  of  grapes  picked  by  non-union 
workers,  apartheid  in  South  Africa  and 
-  U.S.  policy  toward  Nicaragua. 

•Even  the  Council  of  Bishops,  which 
is  unrestricted  in  the  range  of  concerns  it 
can  properly  address,  followed  a  similar 
pattern  by  dealing  largely  with  public 
policy  matters.  Those  included  nuclear 
weapons  concerns,  racism,  South  Africa, 
Nicaragua,  the  sanctuary  movement, 
U.S.  foreign  and  domestic  policies  in 
general  and  U.S.  farm  policies. 

In  light  of  the  heavy  social  emphasis  by 
these  other  groups,  Church  and  Society 
officials  understandably  could  wonder 
about  the  continued  need  for  their  agency. 

Of  course,  our  suggestion  to  do  away 
with  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  facetious.  Yet  the  attention 
that  other  agencies  are  giving  social  is¬ 
sues  raises  two  legitimate  concerns. 

First,  the  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety’s  efforts  are  often  unnecessarily  du¬ 
plicated  and  diminished. 

For  example,  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  assigned  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  the  task  of  providing  guidelines 
for  deciding  when  church  groups  should 
engage  in  economic  boycotts.  The  board 
has  not  yet  issued  guidelines  nor  taken  a 
position  on  the  proposed  grape  boycott. 
Instead,  it  has  chosen  to  study  further 
the  complexity  of  boycotts  in  general 
and  the  grape  boycott  in  particular. 

- Nevertheless,  Global  Ministries  direc¬ 
tors— against  recommendations  of  their 
own  staff— involved  that  board  in  a  boy¬ 
cott  with  minimal  prior  study  or  discus¬ 
sion.  Regrettably,  the  action  made  no 
mention  of  related  work  being  done  by 
Church  and  Society. 

Second,  is  the  work  specifically  as¬ 
signed  to  the  other  boards  and  agencies 
getting  adequate  attention  while  these 
groups  expend  their  energy  and  re¬ 
sources  on  church-and-society  issues? 

Certainly,  all  church  groups  have  the 
right  and  responsibility  to  consider  so¬ 
cial  issues  at  times.  But  groups  charged 
with  specific  responsibilities  should  ful¬ 
fill  those  before  pursuing  concerns  pri¬ 
marily  assigned  to  another  agency. 

The  growing  pattern  of  boards  and 
agencies  getting  “hung  up”  on  church- 
and  society  issues  at  the  possible  expense 
of  their  primary  responsibilities  raises  a 
legitimate  issue  of  accountability.  It  is  un- 


Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  La  Grange,  Texas 


With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  300  member-families 
of  the  Travis  Street  UMC  in  La  Grange, 
Texas  (Southwest  Texas  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual 
conference  and  general  religious  news 
and  opinion  and  are  mailed  directly  to 
the  homes  of  church  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  La  Grange,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
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likely  that  those  primary  tasks  can  get 
adequate,  much  less  full,  attention  when 
so  much  effort  is  directed  elsewhere. 

The  New  Testament  teaches  that  it  is 
wrong  for  one  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ 
to  say  to  another,  “I  have  no  need  of 
you"  (I  Corinthians  12:21).  Yet  that  in  ef¬ 
fect  is  what  some  boards  and  agencies 
are  doing  by  duplicating  and  seemingly 
disregarding  the  work  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

By  contrast,  Scripture  teaches  that  the 
parts  of  the  human  body— and,  by  exten¬ 
sion,  the  church  body— have  distinctive, 
but  complementary,  functions.  Working 
together,  those  parts  help  the  total  body 
to  proclaim  and  live  “the  more  excellent 
way”  to  which  Christ  calls  His 
followers. 

As  United  Methodist  Christians  at¬ 
tempting  to  bring  Christ’s  message  to  a 
divided  world,  our  boards  and  agencies 
should  be  an  example  of  the  cooperation 
we  commend  to  others.  As  we  come  to¬ 
gether  at  annual  conferences  during  the 
next  several  weeks  we  should  so  remind 
our  conference  representatives  to  those 
boards  and  agencies. 

In  our  own  conference  and  local 
church  actions,  we  should  ask  ourselves 
the  following  questions:  Are  we  doing 
what  the  church  in  its  collective  wisdom 
has  asked  us  primarily  to  do  to  serve  the 
cause  of  Christ?  And  are  we  unnecessari¬ 
ly  duplicating  or  disregarding  the  efforts 
of  others? 


Here  I  Stand 


MAY  31,  1985,. 
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Christians  should  not  leave  all 
the  good  technology  to  the  devil 
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By  ALAN  D.  MARTIN 

Why  should  the  devil  have  all  the 
"good  technology?” 

Recently,  I  heard  a  fellow  United  Meth¬ 
odist  humorously  attribute  to  Charles 
Wesley  the  quotation,  "Why  should  the 
devil  have  all  the  good  tunes?” 

That  got  me  thinking.  Does  the  idea  also 
work,  carried  forward  in  time,  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  use  of  technology?  Why  should 
the  devil  have  all  the  good  technology? 

The  Living  Bible,  Ephesians  4:12,  says, 
“Why  is  it  that  he  gives  us  these  special 
abilities  to  do  certain  things  best?  It  is 
that  God’s  people  will  be  equipped  to  do 
better  work  for  him,  building  up  the 
church,  the  body  of  Christ,  to  a  position 
of  strength  and  maturity;  until  finally  we 
all  believe  alike  about  our  salvation  and 
about  our  Saviour.” 

The  aware  Christian  recognizes  that 
we  are  constantly  bombarded  with  secu¬ 
lar  distractions  and  temptations— adver¬ 
tising  for  numerous  activities  that 
compete  with  the  church  for  attention, 
time  and  money.  The  church  must  com¬ 
pete  with  secular  activities  that  use  elec¬ 
tronic  media  and  communications 
technology  to  locate,  analyze,  approach, 
persuade  and  manage. 

The  secular  approaches  to  us  may  be 
direct  or  indirect,  but  potential  uses  for 


computer  technology  are  usually  quite 
obvious. 

Television,  radio  and  direct  mail 
reach  the  people  who  have  never  crossed 
the  threshold  of  your  church,  possibly 
any  church. 

Television  stations  are  strong  users  of 

oomnntors  Snme  rq<|in  stations  arp  com¬ 
pletely  automated  by  computer.  And  to¬ 
day,  most  direct  mail  comes  from 
computers. 

Clearly,  the  mission  of  our  church  is  to 
share  the  Word  of  God  with  all  people 
and  to  win  their  loyalty  to  Christ  and  His 
church.  The  local  church  fulfills  this  mis¬ 
sion  in  person  in  the  Sunday  church  ser¬ 
vice,  through  other  programs  in  the 
church  building  and  through  activities 
sponsored  by  the  church  and  its  various 
groups. 


Members  need  help 

The  existing  membership  can  do  much 
to  promote  evangelistic  growth,  but  the 
members  need  help. 

Effective  evangelism  requires  good 
record-keeping,  promotion  within  and 
without  the  church  membership,  and 
some  follow-up  correspondence.  But,  be¬ 
yond  evangelism,  there  are  the  more 
mundane  activities  of  making  and  moni¬ 
toring  budgets,  controlling  fund-raising 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Have  our 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  many  good  articles  in  the 
Reporter,  but  the  May  10  issue  seems  to  be 
way  out  of  balance,  and  I  must  respond. 

After  reading  the  articles  about  the 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in  Seattle,  I 
must  say  it’s  a  day  for  tears  for  my  be¬ 
loved  church. 

Have  our  church  leaders  gone  com¬ 
pletely  “bananas”?  Is  their  action  just  a 
further  conspiracy  against  the  United 
States? 

It  appears  that  we  need  a  T.  Boone  Pick¬ 
ens  type  to  buy  out  our  church  and  replace 
the  poor  management  that  has  resulted  in 
a  deficit  church  growth  even  though  our 
country’s  population  is  growing! 

No  wonder  "Good  News”  and  the  Insti¬ 
tute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  have 
grown  so  strong!  What  would  we  do  with¬ 
out  them? 

How  much  longer  can  I  stay  and  sup¬ 
port  my  membership  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  remain  a  Christian  and 
a  good  American? 

D.  E.  Davis 
El  Paso,  Texas 


church  leaders  gone  ‘bananas’? 


me  wonder  just  who  are  these  bishops 
and  for  whom  do  they  speak. 

Certainly  they  do  not  speak  for  me 
and,  I  fervently  hope,  not  for  many  of 
the  dwindling  number  of  American 
Methodists. 

Is  the  United  Methodist  "elite"  trying 
to  drive  away  the  few  remaining  stal¬ 
warts?  That  “elite”  seems  to  be  more  in¬ 
terested  in  gathering  numbers  in  “Bongo 
Bongo”  than  stemming  the  decline  of 
members  in  the  United  States.  I  am 
proud  to  be  an  American,  but  I  am  be¬ 
ginning  to  worry  about  being  a  United 
Methodist. 

Would  you  pass  this  offer  to  Mr.  Law- 
son  and  to  the  Rev.  Barbara  Green:  I 
will  personally  pay  for  a  one-way  ticket 
to  the  U.S.S.R.  for  each  of  them  with  the 
only  stipulation  being  that  they  spend  the 
rest  of  their  natural  lives  there. 

Jack  Harris  Omohundro 
Crowley,  Louisiana 


Articles  should  be  read 

To  the  Editor: 

The  May  10  Reporter  contained  two 
quite  good  articles  about  the  Council  of 
Bishops  spring  meeting.  I  hope  that  ev¬ 
ery  United  Methodist  reads  them  care¬ 
fully. 

To  find  that  the  bishops  would  hire 
someone  such  as  the  Rev.  James  Lawson 
as  a  consultant,  a  man  who  considers  the 
United  States  the  "No.  1  enemy  of  peace 
and  justice  in  the  world”  disgusts  me.  In 
effect,  by  my  contributions  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  I  help  pay  the  salary 
of  a  person  who  believes  “my  country, 
always  wrong.” 

I  can  see  why  the  our  church  has  lost 
so  many  members  in  the  past  and  will 
lose  so  many  more  in  the  future. 

In  the  same  issue  was  a  letter  from  a 
woman  who  said  she  would  live  and  die  a 
United  Methodist  but  was  no  longer 
proud  to  say  “I  am  a  Methodist.”  I  would 
guess  a  lot  more  of  us  will  not  die  United 
Methodists  but  rather  will  be  proud  to 
say  “I  am  no  longer  a  United  Methodist.” 

Charles  P.  Schwartz 
Mora,  Minnesota 


I  am  stunned,  offended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  stunned  and  offended  by  the  lan¬ 
guage  used  and  the  ideas  expressed  by 
the  Rev.  James  Lawson  and  the  Rev. 
Barbara  Green  as  quoted  in  the  May  10 
Reporter. 

Mr.  Lawson  must  be  a  very  young 
man  or  have  a  very  short  memory  not  to 
know  that  the  Western  allies  gave  over 
much  of  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  to 
Soviet  Union  care  and  control  in  1945 
and  that  area  has  been  the  scene  of  in¬ 
justice,  aggression  and  oppression  for 
these  40  years. 

Ms.  Green  definitely  has  a  poor  mem¬ 
ory  to  describe  Soviet  emnity  as  a  fig¬ 
ment  of  our  imagination.  Mr.  Gorbachev 
only  a  month  ago  affirmed  that  the  Sovi¬ 
et  "strategic  line  has  been  and  remains 
unchanged  (‘to  bury  the  West’).” 

I  am  appalled  that  the  bishops  are 
planning  programs  on  the  words  of  these 
people.  How  could  this  have  happened? 
Janet  H.  Bauer 
Riverna  Park,  Maryland 


Jan.  31  in  Washington,  D.C.,  as  it  appears 
in  the  Feb.  28  Congressional  Record. 
Also,  I  have  just  finished  reading  the 
May  10  Reporter. 

Our  president,  secretary  of  state, 
members  of  the  U.S.  Senate  and  House 
Weekly  Prayer  Breakfast  Groups  and 
the  chief  of  staff  of  the  United  States 
Army  are  praying  for  "strength  and  di¬ 
rection  from  the  Lord"  in  the  handling  of 
government  affairs.  We  in  the  local  con¬ 
gregations  are  supporting  them  in  their 
prayers  with  our  prayers. 

But  the  Council  of  Bishops  has  taken 
issue  with  so  many  of  these  “directions” 
that  if  the  Holy  Spirit  did  not  give  us 
some  assurance  to  the  contrary,  we 
would  think  all  of  us  were  praying 
amiss. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  believe  that 
they  would  spend  time  listening  to  some¬ 
one  tell  them  that  the  United  States  is 
the  “No.  1  enemy  of  peace  and  justice  in 
the  world.”  Therefore,  let  us  now  re-read 
the  Reporter  and  pray  especially  for  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Don  DeMoss 
Emporia,  Kansas 


They  don’t  speak  for  me 


To  the  Editor: 

What  on  earth  is  the  United  Methodist 
Church  trying  to  do? 

I  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  Rev. 
James  Lawson,  reported  in  the  May  10 
Reporter,  in  which  he  calls  the  United 
States  the  No.  1  enemy  of  peace  and 
justice  in  the  world." 

When  some  addled-brained  nincom¬ 
poop  such  as  Mr.  Lawson  can  be  used  as 
a  "consultant"  to  the  church’s  Council  of 
Bishops  and  given  such  a  forum  to  voice 
his  vitriolic  anti-Americanism,  it  makes 


Heart  filled  with  fear 

To  the  Editor: 

At  the  height  of  the  Watergate  crisis,  I 
heard  a  United  Methodist  pastor  say, 
“God's  judgment  on  men  and  nations  has 
always  been  the  withholding  of  wisdom.” 
He  gave  biblical  and  historical  evidences 
to  support  his  statement. 

As  I  read  the  full  page  report  of  the 
recent  meeting  of  our  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  my  heart  was  filled  with  fear  that 
they  may  be  under  the  judgment  of  God 
(see  UMR,  May  10). 

Virginia  Law  Shell 

Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 

Pray  for  bishops 

To  the  Editor: 

I  recently  read  the  transcript  of  the 
33rd  Annual  National  Prayer  Breakfast 


Reports  ‘dumbfounding’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  and  re-read  the  articles  in 
the  May  10  Reporter  relating  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in  Seattle. 
"Dumbfounding”  is  the  softest  charac¬ 
terization  possible. 

That  high  leaders  of  our  church  should 
embrace  “with  no  debate”  such  patently 
radical  pronouncements  and  endorse 
such  manifest  anti-American  "solutions” 
to  national  problems  is  both  bewildering 
and  saddening.  It  would  appear  that  the 
higher  one  climbs  in  the  hierarchy  of 
United  Methodism,  the  less  rational  and 
more  naive  he/she  becomes. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  lost 
1,700,000  members  in  the  past  15  years. 
Admissions  on  confession  of  faith  has 
produced  nothing  but  melancholy  statis¬ 
tics. 


I  suggest  the  bishops  bend  their  talents 
and  direct  their  energies  to  “bringing  in 
the  sheaves”  instead  of  listening  to  and 
broadcasting  such  rubbish  as  was  report¬ 
ed  in  the  Reporter. 

Dave  R.  McKown 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 


Bishops  told  it  like  it  is 


To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  the  May  10  Reporter. 

You  reported  so  well  on  the  Council  of 
Bishops:  Bishops  not  being  vindictive  to¬ 
ward  the  Mission  Society;  their  support¬ 
ing  what  so  many  Christians  have 
learned  from  direct  observation— that 
the  government  is  the  honorable  side  in 
Nicaragua;  their  boldly  telling  it  like  it  is 
that  the  United  States  is  the  “No.  1  ene- 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Help  Wanted: 

Contact  Person  for 

Congregational  Development 


One  person  in  each  jurisdiction  needed 
for  occasional  assistance  in  financing 
building  programs. 

Should  be  experienced  on  local 
church  building  committee  or  District 
Committee  on  Church  Location  and 
Building.  Mortgage  banking  ex¬ 
perience  a  plus.  Modest  daily  stipend 
plus  expenses.  Three  to  five  days  per 
month  commitment. 


Write  tor  further  Information  to: 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
Congregational  Development  Unit 


475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  308 
New  Vbrk,  New  Ybrk  10115 


activities,  recording  pledges  and  all  of 
the  record-keeping  for  those  necessary 
activities. 

Also,  correspondence,  purchasing  and 
maintenance  records,  fixed-asset  man-  ! 
agement,  payment  of  salaries  and  bills,  i 
and  accounting  are  all  necessary  to  run  I 
even  the  smallest  church  facility. 

Continuous  maintenance  of  mailing  l 
lists  and  membership  information,  prep- ; 
aration  of  the  Sunday  service  bulletins ! 
and  related  jobs  require  at  least  a  mod-  ! 
erate  amount  of  time  repeatedly.  How ! 
many  similar  repetitive  activities  can  ! 
you  think  of? 

The  computer  does  all  this  budgeting, 
forecasting,  accounting  and  other  paper-  ■ 
work  readily.  Why,  then,  are  churches  so  j 
slow  to  adopt  and  use  this  technology? 
Can  you  give  an  answer?  The  computer  ! 
is  surely  more  efficient  and  accurate.  ! 

As  an  author,  I  can  attest  to  the  flexi-; 
bility  of  computer-based  word  process-! 
ing.  If  you  type,  you  will  enjoy  never! 
having  to  type  anything  of  significance! 
more  than  once.  You  can  move  text! 
around,  reformat  and  even  transmit-’ 
text.  You  can  store  your  work  on  a  disk 
or  print  it  out. 

If  you  are  a  pastor  or  teacher  inclined 
to  write  or  type  your  own  sermons,  Scrip*; 
ture  commentaries  or  church-school 
lessons,  you  might  be  surprised.  The 
computer  might  just  bring  out  of  you  the 
greatest  creativity  you  have  ever  experi¬ 
enced  because  of  the  ease  and  speed  with 
which  you  can  type,  correct  and  re¬ 
arrange  your  material. 


my  of  peace  and  justice  in  the  world”; 
and  their  protesting  to  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  for  not  keeping  church  and  state 
separate. 

They  proclaimed  the  kinds  of  assess¬ 
ment  that  Amos  and  Jeremiah  got  treat¬ 
ed  harshly  for,  but  future  generations 
shall  rise  up  and  call  them  blessed.  One 
reason  we  have  the  office  of  bishop  is 
that  bishops  can  be  far  enough  above  the 
nitty-gritty  to  think  prophetically. 

Some  United  Methodists  will  consider 
seriously  the  carefully  determined 
words  of  the  bishops  and  accept  their 
help  in  understanding  Luke  19:41-42. 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
La  Verne,  California 

Thanks  for  Africa  article 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  Spurgeon 
Dunnam  Ill’s  compelling  and  perceptive 
article  that  appeared  in  the  May  10  Re¬ 
porter. 

Though  I  have  not  visited  in  countries 
in  Africa,  my  husband  and  I  spent  10 
years  as  lay  educational  missionaries  of 
our  United  Methodist  World  Division  in 
Malaysia  in  Southeast  Asia.  However, 
the  statements  made  by  the  bishop  of  the 
Burundi  area  could  be  voiced  by  church 
leaders  in  many  other  parts  of  our  world 
today. 

Christian  mission  involvement  today 
does  encounter  difficulties  and  complex¬ 
ities  that  were  not  present  even  10  or  15 
years  ago.  We  can  take  pride  in  our 
church  for  acting  responsibly  in  its  mis¬ 
sion  efforts. 

In  attempting  to  meet  the  needs  of 
personnel  and  resources  around  our 
world,  our  church  has  fostered  a  spirit  of 
acting  in  partnership,  not  only  with  col¬ 
league  churches  but  jointly  with  other 
Methodists  as  well  as  ecumenically  with 
other  denominations. 

I  am  thankful  that  you  have  illustrat¬ 
ed  that  so  well  in  Mr.  Dunnam’s  article. 

Camille  S.  Funk 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


Take  leap  of  faith 

You,  your  church  and  your  member¬ 
ship  can  benefit  from  a  small  business 
computer  if  you  will  only  take  a  leap  of 
faith.  The  computer  and  similar  technol¬ 
ogy  can  help  your  church  compete 
against  secular  demands  placed  on 
church  members  and  prospects  alike. 

Judicious  use  of  a  computer  can  do 
wonders  for  the  morale  of  the  member¬ 
ship.  Likewise,  churches  who  have  hired 
a  computer  service  in  the  past  can  soon 
do  for  themselves  some,  if  not  all,  of  the 
chores  previously  assigned  the  service. 

In  addition  to  the  immediate  avail¬ 
ability  of  more  current  information,  the 
church  should  realize  a  great  value  for 
money  spent.  Almost  every  church  has 
members  with  some  degree  of  computer 
proficiency  who  could  assist  your  com¬ 
puter  project  startup. 

Just  ask!  And  don’t  be  afraid  to  ask 
your  neighbor  churches.  Share  the  learn¬ 
ing  experience. 


" Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  Alan  D.  Martin,  is  a  member  of 
First  UMC.  Wichita  Falls,  Texas  (North 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length.)  to 
"Here  1  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


PLAN  NOW  TO  ATTEND: 


§oundings 


A  CONVOCATION  ON  PREACHING, 
LITURGY,  MUSIC  AND  THE  OTHER  ARTS 


July  14-20,  1985 


Syracuse  University 

Syracuse,  NY 


Spontortd  by 

THE  FELLOWSHIP  OF  UNITED  METHODISTS 
IN  WORSHIP,  MUSIC  AND  OTHER  ARTS 


In  cooptrulion  with  * 

CHORISTERS  GUILD.  AMERICAN  GUILD  OF  ORGANISTO 
AND  THE  SECTION  ON  WORSHIP.  ' 

THE  BOARD  OF  DISCIPLESHIP, 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  , 


DESIGNED  FOR  MUSICIANS. 
ORDAINED  AND  DIACONAL  MINISTERS. 
LAY  WORKERS  AND  STUDENTS. 

OF  ALL  DENOMINATIONS 


NORTH  AUGUSTA.  S 


A  grateful  glimpse  into  a  precious  life 


The  phone  call  was  unexpected.  On  the 
line  was  Dr.  Warren  Hartman,  a  respect¬ 
ed  researcher  and  analyst  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

After  we  exchanged  pleasantries, 
Warren  said.  “The  real  purpose  of  my 
call  is  to  convey  some  sad  news.  Wes 
Wulfuhle  died  last  week." 

"I’m  sorry  to  hear  that,”  I  responded, 
remembering  instantly  the  quiet  farmer- 
rancher  from  Kansas  whose  service  as  a 
lay  member  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  I  had  often  admired. 

Warren  went  on.  “Wes  had  made  a  list 
of  persons  he  wanted  me  to  call  after  he 
was  gone.  Your  name  was  on  the  list.” 

I  felt  highly  complimented  in  a  new 
way.  Apparently  the  few  informal  con¬ 
versations  Wes  and  I  had  had  in  the  past 
three  years  meant  something  deeper  to 
him  than  I  had  known. 

"You  knew  him  well,  did  you?”  I 
asked. 

"We  grew  up  together  in  Kansas," 
Warren  answered  “Went  to  grade  school 


together,  were  roommates  in  college. 
I  was  best  man  at  his  wedding,  and  he 
was  in  our  wedding  party.  We’ve  stayed 
close  through  the  / 


John  Lovelace 


years. 

I  couldn’t  match 
that  claim.  The  last 
time  I  saw  Wes  was 
a  year  ago  at  the 
1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Balti¬ 
more.  A  lay  delegate 
from  the  Kansas 
East  conference,  he  had  to  leave  the  floor 
every  so  often  to  rest.  Cancer  and  a 
frankly  experimental  drug  treatment  for 
it  were  sapping  his  energy. 

But  we  met  and  talked  in  the  hallway 
a  few  times.  Wes  was  still  caught  up  in 
his  love  affair  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  beginning  with  and  primarily  fo¬ 
cused  on  his  own  local  church  but  includ¬ 
ing  this  big  international  denomination 
in  which  he  had  become  an  important  di¬ 
rector. 

Wes  Wulfkuhle  was  the  kind  of  person 


that  "salt  of  the  earth"  sermons  and  eu¬ 
logies  are  made  for.  He  lived  out  his 
membership  vows  by  supporting  the 
church  with  his  prayers,  his  gifts,  his  ser¬ 
vice  and  his  presence  in  a  way  I’ve  seen 
few  match  and  none  excel. 


And  he  made  a  list  of  persons  he  want¬ 
ed  to  be  told  when  his  church  member¬ 
ship  was  ended  the  only  way  it  could 
be  — by  death.  I’m  honored  to  be  on  that 
list  and  pleased  to  use  a  few  inches  of 
newspaper  space  to  share  a  glimpse  into 
his  precious  life. 

Thousands  of  other  persons  deserve 
similar  space  because  of  their  similar 
devotion  to  the  church.  But,  space  being 
the  tough  enforcer  that  it  is,  we  can’t  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  contributions  of  them  all. 
We  have  to  allow  the  Wes  Wulfkuhles  to 
stand  as  examples  for  us  all. 

The  church  lives  and  will  continue  to 
live  because  it  captures  the  attention 
and  affection  of  men  and  women  of  God 
like  Wes  Wulfkuhle. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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‘Mainliners’  discover  not  all  members  fit  ‘middle-class’  mold 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  Ward  Ewing  was  puz¬ 
zled  by  his  parishioners.  They  regularly  arrived 

*  at  church  long  before  the  scheduled  worship 
hour  and  sat  around  and  talked  until  the  service 
began.  Then,  as  soon  as  it  was  over,  they  rushed 

■  home.  No  one  stayed  for  a  coffee  hour  or  a  chat. 

For  Mr.  Ewing,  that  was  not  the  way  things 
were  supposed  to  go  in  an  Episcopal  congregation. 

■  But  members  of  St.  Peter's  in  the  Valley  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  are  not  run-of-the-mill  Episcopalians. 

•  Their  habits  (it  was  Mr.  Ewing’s  experience  that 
most  Episcopalians  arrived  just  on  time  and  lin- 

-  gered  afterwards)  reflected  their  blue-collar 
roots. 

<  But  it  took  the  pastor  some  time  to  figure  that 
.  out.  "Class  is  a  risky  word,"  Mr.  Ewing  said,  but 
a  class  difference  explained  what  was  going  on. 
The  Episcopal  Church  is  best  known  for  its  up- 
.  per-middJe-class  and  upper-class  parishes,  but 
St.  Peter’s  is  one  of  an  increasing  number  of 
'  "working-class"  or  "blue-collar"  Episcopal  con¬ 
gregations  that  don’t  match  the  church’s  upper- 
crust  image. 

Other  mainline  Protestant  bodies  are  also  dis¬ 
covering  that  not  all  their  members  fit  the 
->  "middle-class”  mold.  The  Rev.  Tex  S.  Sample, 
••  professor  of  church  and  society  at  Saint  Paul 
«.  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  says 


that  the  United  Methodist  Church,  with  its  re¬ 
lentlessly  "middle-class  management  style," 
boasts  of  its  "pluralism”  but  doesn’t  understand 
the  needs  of  its  own  blue-collar  white  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Trained  to  give  up  ‘working-class’  ways 
The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Carlson,  director  of  field 
education  at  Seabury-Western  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  says  he  fears  that  Epis¬ 
copal  seminaries  and  diocesan  ministry 
commissions  "train  seminarians  to  give  up 
working-class  ways.”  He  recalls  one  woman  stu¬ 
dent  from  a  working-class  background  who  had 
done  her  student  internship  in  a  small  working- 
class  parish.  She  was  forced  by  her  diocese  to 
delay  ordination  and  spend  a  year  in  an  upper- 
class  parish  because  “they  felt  she  hadn’t  suffi¬ 
ciently  learned  the  'Anglican  ethos.’  ” 

Mr  Carlson,  who  grew  up  in  Brooklyn  where 
his  father  was  a  photoengraver,  said  he  went  to 
schools  where  "they  tried  to  educate  the  accent 
out  of  us.”  But  working-class  parishes  can  “sniff 
out  class  as  instinctively  as  the  people  at  (upper- 
class)  St.  Bartholomew’s  in  New  York  City.” 
One  working-class  parish  that  sought  to  hire  him 
as  its  rector  "recognized  my  background  and 
knew  somehow  that  we  spoke  the  same  lan¬ 
guage  and  had  some  of  the  same  feelings  and  in¬ 
securities.” 


Dr.  Carlson  and  others  working  in  the  field  de¬ 
fine  blue-collar  or  working -dass  people  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  ways.  The  Seabury  professor  says  they 
have  "a  lack  of  ownership  of  their  jobs  and  a 
subsequent  insecurity."  The  situation  has  wors¬ 
ened  with  steel-mill  closings,  auto-industry  lay¬ 
offs  and  factories  moving  to  cheap-labor  areas. 
These  are  people,  he  said,  who  "bought  the 
American  dream  that  if  you  work  hard  and  play 
by  the  rules,  you’ll  be  rewarded  with  security"— 
and  now  face  disillusionment. 

Dr.  Sample  includes  "low  income"  and  "hard 
physical  labor"  as  two  marks  of  working-class 
jobs,  but  the  grouping  includes  clerical  workers, 
nurses,  hourly  wage  earners,  farmers,  service 
workers,  craft  workers,  machine  operators  and 
laborers. 

Dr.  Sample’s  book  "Blue  Collar  Ministries: 
Facing  Economic  and  Social  Realities  of  Work¬ 
ing  People"  (Judson,  1984),  includes  a  typology 
of  the  working  class,  from  its  elite,  well-paid 
"winners”;  down  through  the  "respectables,” 
who  revere  home  ownership  and  other  conven¬ 
tional  values  and  form  the  core  of  blue-collar 
churches;  "survivors,”  the  semi-skilled  workers 
who  struggle  to  get  by  and  regard  respectability 
as  “not  worth  the  trouble  ;  and  the  "hard-liv¬ 
ers”— the  poor  or  near-poor  whose  disordered 
lives  are  marked  by  heavy  drinking,  marital  in¬ 


stability,  violence  and  rootlessness. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Don  Hollon,  a  former  student  of 
Dr.  Sample's  at  the  Kansas  City  seminary  and 
now  a  staff  member  at  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  has  teamed  up  with  his  mentor  to  teach 
an  annual  continuing-education  course  on  blue-col¬ 
lar  ministry,  called  “White  Soul  Update.” 

Both  men  came  from  southern  working-class 
backgrounds  Mr.  Hollon,  son  of  an  oilfield 
"roughneck,"  grew  up  in  small  towns  in  Oklaho¬ 
ma  and  West  Texas.  Dr.  Sample— "Tex”  is  his 
real  name,  not  a  nickname,  though  he’s  a  Missis¬ 
sippi— says  his  father  was  at  various  times  an 
ice  man,  a  school  bus  driver  and  a  shoe  cobbler. 

‘They’ll  destroy  your  faith’ 

Mr.  Hollon  recalls  that  people  in  his  home 
town  told  him.  when  he  left  Oklahoma  for  semi¬ 
nary,  "They’re  going  to  destroy  your  faith.”  That 
didn’t  happen,  but  he  did  lose  the  Oklahoma 
"twang”  from  his  speech  and  came  out  of  semi¬ 
nary  believing  that  a  pastor  “ought  to  try  to  get 
people  to  appreciate  the  ‘great  hymns  of  the 
church.’  ”  But  in  the  little  blue-collar  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Nebraska  where  he  was  appointed  pastor, 
people  wanted  to  sing  the  hymns  the  seminary 
professors  dismissed  as  expressions  of  "individ¬ 
ual  piety"— songs  like  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross" 
and  "Rock  of  Ages  .’’ 


The  two  scholars  eventually  recovered  a  posi¬ 
tive  sense  of  their  own  roots  and  are  trying  to 
give  other  middle-class  pastors  and  laity  a  feeling 
for  the  blue-collar  culture.  Dr.  Sample  con¬ 
tributes  sociological  data  and  theological 
insights;  Mr.  Hollon,  a  former  disc  jockey,  draws 
on  his  extensive  knowledge  of  country  music, 
whose  lyrics  deal  with  everyday  joys  and  sor¬ 
rows,  "cheating"  and  heartbreak,  family  life, 
work  and  unemployment. 

Dr.  Sample  believes  the  working  class  has 
been  demoralized  by  the  American  “religion  of 
winning,”  with  its  tenets  that  anyone  can  suc¬ 
ceed  at  upward  mobility.  People  believe  losing 
is  their  own  fault,  and  their  rage  is  directed  ei¬ 
ther  internally  or  on  the  most  convenient  target. 
Americans  are  reluctant  to  acknowledge  that 
"opportunity  patterns”  are  unequally  distribut¬ 
ed  in  the  culture,  he  says. 

In  Mr  Hollon’s  view,  pastors  often  fail  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  "pain  and  suffering”  of  working- 
class  people;  living  "on  the  economic  margins," 
they  look  to  "faith  as  a  refuge  and  a  place  of  re¬ 
plenishment  and  nurture." 

Congregational  life  in  a  blue-collar  church  "is 
gathering-oriented  rather  than  goal-oriented. 
The  gatherings  are  rituals  that  bring  people  to¬ 
gether."  said  Dr.  Sample.  "A  lot  more  is  going 
on  at  a  church  supper  than  eating  and  more  in  a 
Sunday  school  class  than  the  lesson.” 


Sunday  School 

Louisiana  revitalizes  with  nearly  300  new  classes 


Hymnal  revision 

NASHVILLE — Twenty-five  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  are  well  into 
their  assignments  (see  UMR  May  17  and  24).  Members 
from  left  are:  First  row  Hope  Hawashima,  Flushing, 
N.Y.;  Beverly  Ingram-Ward,  Bellevue,  Wash.;  J.  Ed¬ 
ward  Hoy,  Philadelphia;  Marjorie  Tuell,  Los  Angeles; 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Nashville;  Mary  Brooke  Casad, 
Gainesville,  Ga. 

Second  row  Helen  Gray  Crotwell,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.; 

J.  LaVon  Wilson,  Springfield,  Ill.;  Charles  H.  Webb, 
Bloomington,  Ind.;  Bonnie  S.  Jones,  Eden  Prairie,  Minn.; 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  St.  Louis;  Robert  K.  Feaster, 
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is  in  their  hands 

Nashville. 

Third  row  Jack  Holland  Henton,  Jackson,  Tenn.;  Bish¬ 
op  Rueben  P.  Job,  Des  Moines.  Iowa;  Ronald  P.  Patter¬ 
son,  Nashville:  Charles  M.  Smith,  Goldsboro,  N.C.; 
Robert  C.  Bennett.  Houston. 

Fourth  row  Carlton  R.  Young,  Nashville;  Roger 
Deschner,  Dallas;  Raquel  Achon,  Los  Angeles;  Harold 
Dean  Jacobs,  Maxton,  N.C.;  Lawrence  H.  Stookey, 
Washington. 

Fifth  row  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore,  Boston;  William 
Randolph  Smith,  Houston. 

Not  pictured  Nancy  Starnes,  Carrollton,  Texas. 


6New  dimension’  seen  in  mission  relations 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  Sunday  School  class¬ 
es  are  multiplying  faster  in  Louisiana 
than  federally  protected  alligators. 

Since  October,  UM  congregations 
there  have  begun  nearly  300  adult  study- 
fellowship  classes. 

Some  Louisiana  UM  leaders  say  a  sim¬ 
ilar  effort  by  all  74  annual  conferences 
would  do  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  what  federal  protection  did  for 
alligators— save  it  from  extinction. 

;.  "I’m  absolutely  convinced  that  the 
way  to  revitalize  the  church  is  by  revi¬ 
talizing  the  Sunday  School,"  Bishop  Wal¬ 
ter  Underwood  (Louisiana  Area)  said 
last  week. 

The  "just  almost  impossible"  success 
in  Louisiana  provides  a  model  for  what 
can  be  done— and  quickly— to  stop  the 
21-year  membership  decline  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States,  he  said. 

Bishop  laid  down  challenge 

The  newly  elected  bishop  had  barely 
set  up  office  in  the  bayous  last  fall  when 
he  laid  down  a  challenge  to  Louisiana’s 
district  superintendents  and  conference 
council  on  ministries  staff. 

"He  said  he  wanted  to  see  200  new 
Sunday  School  classes  started  by  the 
start  of  our  June  2  annual  conference," 
said  the  Rev.  John  Braden,  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  director  of  education  ministries. 

"The  cabinet  thought  the  goal  was  un¬ 
realistic  but  agreed  to  take  on  the  chal¬ 
lenge  if  the  bishop  would  scale  it  back  to 
„  J50,"  Mr.  Braden  said. 

;  What  followed  surprised  everybody, 
I  "even  I,  the  great  optimist,"  Bishop  Un- 
t  derwood  said. 

^  His  secretary  told  the  Reporter  last 
week:  "Every  day,  I  pick  up  the  mail  and 
<  find  these  little  cards  from  churches  tell- 
.  ing  about  a  new  Sunday  School  class  that 
J  has  been  started.” 

'  By  March,  the  150-class  goal  was 
»  reached.  In  the  May  24  Louisiana  edition 
of  the  Reporter,  Bishop  Underwood  said 
;  he  was  "incredulous"  that  268  new  class- 
'  es  were  operating.  Only  a  day  after  that 
v;  paper  came  off  the  press,  Mr.  Braden 
v  said  in  a  phone  call  that  "we’ve  gone 
!  over  280.” 

J  "Starting  new  classes  has  a  life  of  its 
!  own  now."  Bishop  Underwood  said  later 
J  in  the  week,  explaining  that  he  plans  to 
I  turn  his  emphasis  to  nurturing  new 
;  classes  to  be  strong  and  lasting  ones. 

J  The  increase  has  occurred  in  a  state 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  says  United 
Methodist  Church’s  decline  would  stop 
with  emphasis  on  Sunday  School. 


that  had  one  of  the  slowest-growing  pop¬ 
ulations  in  the  country  last  year. 

Old  ‘neglected’  formula  used 

Bishop  Underwood  said  he  is  relying 
on  an  old  formula  that  long  has  been  ne¬ 
glected. 

"The  Board  of  Education  in  Nashville 
proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  churches 
grow  on  their  Sunday  Schools,”  he  said. 
"All  the  churches  where  I  was  pastor 
have  shown  that." 

He  said  the  proven  formula  has  been 
neglected  because  national  church  lead¬ 
ers  have  not  put  their  emphasis  on  the 
local  church. 

‘Tve  been  to  two  Council  of  Bishops 
meetings  and  hardly  heard  the  local 
church  mentioned  until  Bishop  Wilke’s 
sermon,"  Bishop  Underwood  said. 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area),  another  newly  elected  episcopal 
leader,  made  an  impassioned  plea  to 
United  Methodism's  Council  of  Bishops 
this  month  to  strengthen  Sunday  Schools 
(see  UMR.  May  24). 

Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Portland. 
Ore.,  Area)  stressed  the  same  theme  in 
the  May  issue  of  Circuit  Rider  magazine. 
He  noted  that  the  Rev.  Warren  Hartman 
of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
shown  a  98  percent  correlation  between 
heavy  membership  losses  in  the  West¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  and  the  decline  of  the 
church  school  there  from  1966  through 
1981. 

Although  the  Sunday  School-starting 
spurt  in  Louisiana  began  too  late  to  af¬ 
fect  membership  figures  for  1984,  Bishop 
Underwood  said  he  expects  to  see  a  big 


difference  in  membership  reports  a  year 
from  now. 

‘Will  affect  whole  life  of  church’ 

Mr  Braden  immediately  dismisses 
any  suggestion  that  the  Louisiana  fixa¬ 
tion  on  Sunday  School  is  an  inward-turn¬ 
ing  phenomenon  that  moves  the  church 
away  from  outward  mission. 

“It’s  in  Sunday  School  that  adults 
learn  and  feel  what  their  faith  is  and 
what  is  the  biblical  call  to  service,"  he 
says.  "These  new  Sunday  School  classes 
will  affect  the  whole  life  of  the  church, 
grounding  the  laity  and  clergy  to  be  in 
service.” 

Bishop  Underwood  said:  "If  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  church  is  to  be  accomplished, 
it  has  to  be  done  by  people  who  are  in¬ 
volved  at  the  local  level. 

"It  is  quite  easy  to  see  that  280  new 
classes,  with  10  persons  in  each  class  on 
an  average,  can  make  the  difference  in 
the  witness  to  a  community,  in  the  spirit 
and  morale  of  a  local  congregation  and 
in  the  outreach  of  its  ministry  at  home 
and  abroad.  Twenty-eight  hundred  peo¬ 
ple  studying  the  Bible  each  week,  learn¬ 
ing  the  theological,  ethical,  biblical  and 
social  dimensions  of  the  Gospel  can 
change  the  part  of  the  world  in  which 
they  live. 

"Some  really  thrilling  stories  can  be 
told.  One  church  of  less  than  100  mem¬ 
bers  has  been  revitalized  through  two 
new  Sunday  School  classes.  One  church 
of  just  over  100  members  has  established 
three  classes.” 

Mr.  Braden  said  he  is  finding  people 
hungry  for  "values  formation"  and  fel¬ 
lowship  provided  in  small  church  groups. 

In  addition,  annual  conference  offi¬ 
cials  are  encouraging  in-depth  Bible 
studies  such  as  the  Trinity  Bible  Studies, 
which  is  a  long-term,  intensive  program 
by  United  Methodist  minister  Frank 
Warden. 

A  year  ago,  75  of  the  conference's  600 
congregations  were  involved  in  the  Trin¬ 
ity  Bible  Studies.  That  has  jumped  to  115 
congregations. 

Promoted  through  media  blitz 

Mr.  Braden  said  this  year  is  not  the 
first  time  "we  have  emphasized  Sunday 
School  and  evangelism."  The  difference 
this  time,  he  said,  can  be  attributed  to 
two  factors: 

•The  bishop  threw  himself  personally 
behind  the  project  and  made  it  the  goal 
of  all  parts  of  the  annual  conference. 
"He  treats  the  council  on  ministries  staff 
like  the  staff  of  a  large  metropolitan 
church— which  he  came  from-and  has  us 
working  hand  in  glove,"  Mr.  Braden  said. 

•  A  "media  blitz"  made  certain  every¬ 
body  knew  and  kept  knowing  about  the 
goal  Bishop  Underwood  pounded  away 
at  the  challenge  and  saluted  the  success 
stories  in  the  weekly  editions  of  the  con¬ 
ference  paper.  Many  videotapes  of  suc¬ 
cessful  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tian  educators  were  provided  to 
congregations  to  explain  all  the  details  of 
starting  a  new  class. 

"We  make  it  easy  with  Step  1,  Step  2. 
etc  ,”  Bishop  Underwood  said.  One  rec¬ 
ommendation  followed  by  nearly  all  new 
classes,  he  said,  is  that  they  are’begun  a- 
way  from  the  church  in  homes  and 
restaurants  and  later  moved  into  the 
church.  He  said  studies  have  shown  it  is 
important  to  help  people  form  an  identi¬ 
ty  apart  from  the  people  already  in 
classes. 

People  interested  in  knowing  more 
about  the  Louisiana  method  can  contact 
Mr.  Braden  at  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70802.  (Phone:  504-346-1646). 

Harlem  pastor  heads 
multi-ethnic  center 

MADISON,  N.J. — The  Rev.  William 
James,  senior  minister  of  Harlem's  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  founder  of  numerous 
youth  and  urban  assistance  programs  in 
Harlem  and  New  York  City,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  s  Multi-Ethnic  Center  for  Minis¬ 
try  at  Drew  University. 

Mr  James  is  returning  to  Drew  Uni¬ 
versity  43  years  after  receiving  his  B  D 
degree  from  the  university's  theological 
school. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA— The  head  of  the  unofficial 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists 
last  week  indicated  that  Peggy  Billings' 
recent  comments  in  Africa  seem  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  "new  dimension"  for  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  Mission  Society  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 

Ms,  Billings,  head  of  Global  Ministries' 
overseas  arm,  told  presiding  Bishop 
Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya  while  in  his 
country  that  Global  Ministries  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  work  with  any  United  Methodist 
individual  or  group  to  fulfill  the  church’s 
mission  (see  UMR,  May  24). 

That  conceivably  could  include  the 
board’s  sending  missionaries  with  the 
Mission  Society’s  supplying  financial 
support,  according  to  the  Rev.  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III,  Reporter  editor,  who  was 
present  at  the  Kenya  meeting  He  said 
Ms.  Billings— who  remained  in  Africa 
last  week  — made  her  comment  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  Bishop  Imathiu’s  question 
about  Global  Ministries  sending  person¬ 
nel  that  the  Mission  Society  already 
had  offered  to  the  Kenyan  church. 

The  Rev.  H  T.  Maclin,  Mission  Society 
president,  said  that  was  the  first  time  he 
has  heard  of  such  a  willingness  of  Global 
Ministries  to  cooperate  with  the  Mission 
Society 

"I  would  hope  that  this  will  come  up  at 
out  next  dialogue  meeting.”  he  said. 

The  1984  General  Conference  asked 
representatives  of  the  Mission  Society, 
Global  Ministries  and  the  Council  of 
Bishops  to  hold  dialogue  sessions  to  try 
to  resolve  differences  that  led  to  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  Mission  Society  early  last 
year.  Seven  sessions  have  occurred. 

Earlier  this  month  the  Mission  Society 
"sent  forth"  its  first  10  missionaries,  in¬ 
cluding  four  who  will  go  through  one 
non-denominational  mission  agency,  Wy- 
cliff  Bible  Translators  (see  UMR.  May 
17).  That  arrangement  seems  similar  to 
what  Ms  Billings  is  reported  to  have 
suggested  is  possible  with  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  Dr  Maclin  told  the  Reporter.  He 
said  the  four  must  meet  Wycliff  require¬ 
ments,  but  they  were  recruited  by  the 
Mission  Society,  which  will  provide  fi¬ 
nancial  and  special  spiritual  support  for 
them 

The  future  of  two  other  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  missionaries,  the  Rev.  Max  and  Pa¬ 
tricia  Borah,  was  still  up  in  the  air  last 
week  as  their  bishop  and  his  cabinet  in 
the  Southern  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
decided  what  to  do  about  his  appoint¬ 


ment  at  the  upcoming  annual  meeting. 

Bishop  Woodie  White  (Illinois  Area) 
announced  earlier  that  he  would  not  ap¬ 
point  Mr.  Borah  to  serve  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Ghana  as  a  missionary  of  the 
Mission  Society.  The  Borahs  rejected  a 
deal  the  bishop  had  worked  out  at  the  last 
minute  in  which  Global  Ministries 
agreed  to  send  them  as  its  own  mission¬ 
aries. 

The  Borahs  told  the  Reporter  last 


week  that  they  had  not  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  go  as  Mission  Society  mis¬ 
sionaries  through  Global  Ministries  (as 
Ms  Billings'  latest  comment  seemed  to 
suggest  is  possible)  but  rather  that  they 
would  have  had  to  reject  their  Mission 
Society  ties  to  take  the  Global  Ministries 
assignment  Mrs.  Borah  said  Ms.  Bill¬ 
ings'  Kenyan  statement  raises  interest¬ 
ing  possibilities. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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UNITED  METHODIST  INFORMATION  SYSTEM 


UMIS  w.is  exclusively  designed  lor  United  Methodist  Churches  ,md  Church  personnel 
by  United  Methodist  people  and  computer  professionals.  The  UMIS  System  ,\vns 
designed  so  the  United  Methodist  Ministry  would  have  immediate  access  lo  the  vital 
and  significant  membership  information,  stewardship  program  and  accounting  func¬ 
tions  that  will  enhance  the  stability  and  continuity  of  each  United  Methodist  Church 
There  are  two  UMIS  systems.  The  UMIS  .100  for  churches  with  less  than  300  members 
and  UMIS  PIus  lor  churches  with  over  300  members. 

The  basic  software  packages  to  manage  membership  data,  finances  and  contributions 
will  be  supplemented  by  a  number  of  other  packages.  The  Ministers'  Personal  Package 
Music  Program  and  Church  Administration  modules  are  available  for  both  UMIS 
Systems 

To  order  the  complete  UMIS  System  for  your  Church,  or  obtain  additional  information 
contact: 

Anthony  J.  Tolbert  III,  Director  of  Electronic  Publishing 
United  Methodist  Information  System 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway,  Park  Ridge,  Illinois  60068  (312)  299-4411 
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People  in  the  news  . . . 


Dallas  woman  spends  life  ‘doing’ 

In  1925,  Ethel  Heath  went  door  to 
door  in  Oak  Cliff,  a  section  of  south¬ 
west  Dallas,  leading  a  drive  to  sell 
bonds  to  help  construct  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Today,  Methodist  Hospital  is  one  of 
the  largest  related  to  United  Method¬ 
ism.  It  was  recently  named  one  of  the 
14  "Most  Outstanding"  hospitals  in  the 
nation  by  Good  Housekeeping  maga¬ 
zine. 

Now  90  and  widowed  several  years, 
Mrs.  Heath  lives  by  herself  less  than 
two  miles  from  the  hospital,  where  she 
has  been  a  patient  several  times.  She 
said  the  hospital  bond  drive  was  some¬ 
thing  "every  good  Methodist  was  doing 
then." 

"We  needed  a  hospital  (in  Oak  Cliff) 
and  they  needed  a  leader  to  do  the  fund 
raising,  so  I  volunteered,"  the  United 
Methodist  laywoman  said 

"When  I  was  a  little  girl,  1  heard  the 
preacher  talking  about  being  ‘doers  of 
the  Word,'  and  I  asked  mt  daddy  what 
it  meant.  When  he  told  me,  I  decided 
right  then  that  I  was  going  to  be  a 
doer." 

She’s  been  a  doer  ever  since. 

In  1968  she  led  a  drive  to  air  condi¬ 
tion  the  Veterans  Administration  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Dallas— a  job  she  said  was  the 
easiest  she’s  ever  done, 

"Here  were  men  who  had  given  the 
best  years  of  their  lives  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  they  were  sitting  up  in  beds  in 
dirty,  filthy  rooms,  sweating  from  the 
heat  without  even  ice  water  to  keep 
them  cool. 

"I  told  my  husband  something  had  to 
be  done,  and  I  was  going  to  do  it. 

"He  asked  me  how,  and  1  said,  ‘I  don’t 
know,  but  I  will  by  morning  '  ’’ 

The  next  day  she  rose  early  to  com* 


Ethel  Heath 


pose  a  letter  and  set  out  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  to  get  endorsement  signatures. 
"It  was  easy.  People  wanted  to  sign  it 
three  or  four  times,"  she  said. 

After  a  lifetime  of  volunteer  service 
at  three  Methodist  churches,  she  said 
the  VA  hospital  drive  was  the  second 
best  thing  she’s  ever  done  "next  to  my 
girls  " 

Her  “girls”  were  the  hundreds  of  14 
to  17-year-olds  she  taught  in  Sunday 
School  over  a  40-year  span. 

"Nobody  usually  wants  that  age,  but 
that’s  when  it’s  so  important  for  them 
to  be  hearing  about  the  Bible,"  she 
said. 

She  said  one  of  her  biggest  feats  was 
teaching  the  girls  to  pray 

"I'd  start  off  getting  them  to  say  sen¬ 
tence  prayers,  and  before  long,  most  of 
them  got  pretty  good  at  praying  out 
loud,"  she  said. 

"It’s  important  for  girls  that  age  to 
know  how  to  put  their  thoughts  into 
prayers  -SUSAN  CARROLL^ 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Publishing  House  belt-tightening  pays  off 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Religious  News  Service  Editor 
NEW  YORK— It  has  been  almost  200 
years  since  those  early  Methodist  cir¬ 
cuit  riders  first  looked  to  the  church  to 
print  their  pamphlets.  It’s  an  idea  that 
still  can  work,  but  only  by  force  of 
modern  technology,  tight  management, 
and  loads  of  marketing. 

Two  years  ago  when  Robert  K. 
Feaster  left  the  world  of  secular  pub¬ 
lishing  to  become  chief  executive  of  the 


United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  he  found  a  five-year 
pattern  of  "heavy  losses”  in  the  print¬ 
ing  plant. 

The  situation  was  not  unique.  The 
Methodists  were  one  of  only  two  main¬ 
line  Protestant  denominations  still  in 
the  printing  business,  the  American  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  at  Augsburg  Publishing 
House  in  Minneapolis  being  the  other. 

Belt-tightening  was  called  for,  just 
for  starters.  Fifty  of  the  400  employees 


Robert  K.  Feaster 


had  to  go.  A  generous  early  retirement 
package  was  put  together,  and  the  re¬ 
sulting  payroll  savings  next  year  will 
be  $800,000. 

That,  according  to  Mr.  Feaster,  will 
not  only  go  a  long  way  toward  improv¬ 
ing  the  profit-and-loss  statement  but 
will  allow  the  publishing  house  to  be 
more  competitive. 

Seeks  more  church  printing 

Outside  printing  has  kept  the  ship 
afloat  for  a  long  time,  but  if  Mr.  Feast¬ 
er  has  his  way,  the  house  will  print 
fewer  auto-parts  catalogues  and  more 
literature  for  other  denominations. 
“Their  work  fits  the  kind  of  thing  we  do 
best,”  he  reasons.  "We’re  going  to  try 
to  stay  in  the  printing  business,  and 
we’re  going  to  try  to  do  that  by  becom¬ 
ing  a  service  to  more  Christian  publish¬ 
ers." 

This  philosophy  already  is  working. 
A  major  new  contract  with  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  supplements  already-ex¬ 
isting  agreements  with  publishers  such 
as  Concordia  and  Tyndale  House. 

New  technology  is  sending  Mr. 
Feaster  to  the  colleges  and  seminaries 
of  his  own  denomination  for  more  ser¬ 
vice— and  profits.  Press  runs  of  only  a 
few  hundred  can  be  made  profitable 
for  professors  who  want  to  put  together 
customized  materials  for  class  use. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum, 
Mr.  Feaster  sees  a  major  new  market 
in  "value-oriented  children’s  books.” 
He  alluded  to  “a  major  project  with  an 
outside  firm  that  will  give  us  a  large 
number  of  new  children’s  publications 
at  a  very  early  date.” 

While  declining  to  provide  details,  he 
said  even  if  the  deal  does  not  material¬ 
ize,  the  publishing  house  will  expand  its 
titles  in  this  area.  “It’s  an  area  that 
hasn’t  been  thoroughly  published,”  he 
said.  In  July  a  test  will  be  run  on  mar¬ 
keting  these  books  directly  to  United 


Methodists  in  their  homes. 

Getting  the  material  closer  to  the 
customer  is  behind  yet  other  Feaster 
moves.  The  church’s  own  bookstores— 
Cokesbury— now  stock  denominational 
curriculum  for  the  first  time.  And  in  a 
yearlong  experiment,  independent 
Christian  bookstores  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  including  several  sites 
in  the  Midwest,  Washington,  Oklahoma 
and  Louisiana,  will  sell  United  Method¬ 
ist  church-school  curriculum  materi¬ 
als. 

The  move  has  brought  raised  eye¬ 
brows  on  both  sides  of  the  equation.  Mr. 
Feaster  admitted  “the  response  has  not 
been  overwhelming”  from  bookstore 
owners.  “Denominational  curriculum 
isn’t  exactly  their  bread  and  butter,” 
he  explained.  But  United  Methodists 
who  fear  a  watering  down  of  the  pro¬ 
duct  apparently  need  not  worry  since 
the  thrust  of  the  experiment,  said  Mr. 
Feaster,  is  to  reach  more  United 
Methodists,  not  necessarily  to  sell  to 
other  groups. 

Non-book  sales  envisioned 

Christian  bookstores  are  getting  his 
attention  in  other  ways,  too,  since  they 
began  handling  non-print  materials 
such  as  videos  and  tapes.  Not  surpris¬ 
ingly.  Mr.  Feaster  said  the  publishing 
house  is  moving  to  pick  up  a  share  of 
this  market,  too. 

It’s  all  terribly  big  business  for  a 
church— 1,450  employees,  sales  of  $72 
million  last  year.  Yet  the  margin  of 
profit  is  small— $3  million,  or  about  4 
percent.  Mr.  Feaster  terms  this  "about 
right”  for  an  arm  of  the  church  that 
still  has  the  option  to  print  something 
that  won’t  turn  a  profit,  such  as  a  five- 
year,  $1.5-million  investment  in  ethnic 
curriculum  materials. 

The  circuit  riders  undoubtedly  would 
be  amazed  at  it  all. 


the  church  today 


Downtown  church  pastors 
hold  second  convocation 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMR)— Fifteen  min¬ 
isters  from  major  downtown  United 
Methodist  churches  in  six  states  recently 
had  their  second  informal  national  con¬ 
vocation. 

First  UMC  of  Los  Angeles  hosted  the 
gathering,  providing  some  funding  from 
its  own  foundation. 

Participating  ministers,  in  a  formal 
written  statement,  declared,  “Our  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  in  need  of  a 
downtown  tlieplogy  that  actually  grew,, 
out  of  struggle  and  experience  and  a 
church  polity  which  grapples  with  bud¬ 
get  cuts  and  other  assaults  on  the  poor." 

The  statement  also  called  on  two  of 
the  denomination’s  general  church  agen¬ 
cies  to  fund  similar  convocations  of 
downtown  UM  pastors. 

The  pastors  said  if  “flagship" 
churches  such  as  those  they  serve  are  not 
kept  strong,  “the  whole  denomination 
will  be  severaly  crippled  in  attempts  to 
serve  the  present  age.” 

UM  college  student  wins 
$10,000  writing  award 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.— An  active  United 
Methodist  youth  is  co-winner  of  the  first 
$10,000  Hamline  University  award  in  an 
economic  policy  essay  competition. 

Paul  Marzahn.  a  junior  from  Water- 
ville,  Minn.,  teamed  up  with  longtime 
friend  Annette  Bohlem,  a  sophomore 
from  nearby  Kilkenny,  Minn.,  to  write 
the  essay.  “Consolidating,  Expanding 
and  Diversifying:  Moving  the  American 
farm  into  the  Modern  Era.”  Both  grew 
up  on  a  farm. 

The  prize  is  funded  by  an  anonymous 
benefactor  of  Hamline,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  university. 


GOOD  STEWARDSHIP 

A  COMPLETE  8000  si  F  LC  $243,000* 


ASSOCIATES  INC. 


3025  SSE  Loop  323  Tyler  .Texas  75701 


214-593-5605 


Mr.  Marzahn  is  youth  coordinator  for 
Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minneapolis. 

Scholarships  available  for 
ethnics  in  health  care  fields 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  search  is 
on  for  ethnic  minority  persons  preparing 
to  enter  the  health-care  field  and  need¬ 
ing  assistance  with  their  education. 

Two  sets  of  scholarships  are  available 
from  the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Department  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Five  $2,000  grants  will  be  made  from 
the  Lee  Leadership  Development  Fund 
to  Asian  American  and  Native  American 
students  interested  in  entering  or  con¬ 
tinuing  a  health-related  career  Appli¬ 
cants  must  be  Christian  and  preferably 
United  Methodist,  U.S.  citizens  and  be 
able  to  show  economic  need.  Deadline 
for  applications  is  Sept.  10. 

However,  June  30  is  the  deadline  for 
application  for  grants  from  the  Harry  R. 
Kendall  Trust,  which  is  used  to  enable  in¬ 
stitutions  or  groups  to  continue,  initiate 
or  develop  programs  benefitting  needy 
black  children  and  needy  black  or  white 
elderly  persons. 

Applications  for  the  grants  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  Charles  P.  Kellog,  Room 
350,  Riverside  Driver,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115. 


Korean  Methodist  university 
to  get  $250,000  grant 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  educator  and  church  lead¬ 
er.  Dr  Hurst  Anderson  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.,  will  be  honored  by  a  grant  to  Ewha 
Woman’s  University  in  Seoul,  Korea. 

A  $250,000  grant  to  purchase  books  and 
furnishings  for  the  university’s  new  li¬ 
brary  will  be  given  over  a  four-year 
period  by  the  International  foundation  for 
Ewha  Woman’s  University,  according  to 
its  president.  Mamie  Lee  Finger  of  Knox¬ 
ville.  Tenn. 

Ewha  has  a  student  body  of  nearly 
20.000  and  a  faculty  of  365.  It  consists  of 
11  colleges,  including  colleges  of  law  and 
medicine  and  two  graduate  schools. 


the  James  Group 
Church  Management  System 
a  heavenly  idea! 


Integrated  system 
modules  include: 

□  Membership 

□  Attendance 

□  Contributions 

□  Resource  File 

□  Calendar/Facllltles 

□  Libraries 

□  Payroll 

□  Accts.  Payable 
C  General  Acctg. 

□  Word  Processing 


Features  snd  Benefits 

•  Interlaced  Modules  •  Pastoral  Care 

•  Church  Designed  Programs  •  Contribution  Analysis 

•  Automatic  Posting  •  Increased  Productivity 

•  Expandability  •  Current  Records 

"We  offer  personalized  training" 


For  more  information  detach  &  return  to 
the  James  Group 

237  Southland  Dr  e  Lexington.  KY  40503  •  (606)  278-6065 
Your  Name _ Title _ 


Church  Size 

City 

State  Zip 

Phone  (  1 

Best  Time  To  Call: 

Dr.  Anderson  was  president  of  Ameri¬ 
can  University  in  Washington  and  of 
Hamline  University  in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Upper  Room  Prayer  Center 
changes  telephone  number 

NASHVILLE  — The  Upper  Room 
Prayer  Center,  a  24-hour,  seven-days-a- 
week  prayer  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  has  changed  several 
of  its  phone  numbers  in  an  effort  to  ex¬ 
pand  its  ministry. 

The  number  for  calling  in  a  prayer  re¬ 
quest  is:  615-327-4673.  If  the  people  can¬ 
not  pay  for  the  call,  they  may  call 
collect  (in  Tennessee)  or  may  dial  toll 
free  1-800-251-2468. 

Hearing  impaired  persons  may  call 
615-327-2783  Monday  through  Friday,  8 
a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

The  Prayer  Center  receives  nearly 
7,000  prayer  requests  each  month  and 
links  up  with  750  intercessory  prayer 
groups  throughout  the  United  States. 

Boston  University  scholarship 
aids  children  of  UM  ministers 

BOSTON— A  new  scholarship  to  Bos¬ 
ton  University  for  children  of  ordained 
ministers  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  recently  announced. 

The  scholarship,  equal  to  one-half  of 
tuition  costs,  will  be  awarded  to  all  eligi¬ 
ble  students  accepted  for  full-time  study 
toward  an  undergraduate  degree  at  the 
university. 

The  scholarship  will  be  for  four  years 
and  has  a  value  of  $20,400.  In  addition  to 
this  scholarship,  the  university  may  also 
provide  other  assistance  to  the  children 
of  clergy  who  qualify  on  the  basis  of  fur¬ 
ther  financial  need. 

The  fourth  largest  private  university 
in  the  nation,  Boston  University  has 
more  than  28,000  students  and  is  the 
largest  UM-related  school. 


Research  group  says  ethnics 
alone  can’t  double  members 

DAYTON.  Ohio  (UMNS)— The  ambi¬ 
tious  goal  by  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  double  church  membership  by 
1992  and  the  kinds  of  research  data 
needed  to  push  United  Methodists  to¬ 
ward  that  goal  topped  the  agenda  of  the 
Research  Advisory  Committee  for  a  re¬ 
cent  General  Council  on  Ministries  re¬ 
search  committee  meeting. 

The  12-member  committee  questioned 
the  assumption  that  major  growth  in 
church  membership  would  take  place 
among  ethnic  minorities.  While  acknowl¬ 
edging  that  ethnic  minority  gorups  are 
the  fastest  growing  segments  in  the  de¬ 
nomination.  their  growth  alone  will  not 
be  enough  to  double  the  present  9.4-mil¬ 
lion  membership  before  the  year  2000, 
committee  members  agreed. 

Alaska  official’s  daughter 
killed  in  automobile  accident 

ANCHORAGE.  Alaska  (UMNS)- 
Keighley  Fassett,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Whitewolf  Fassett. 
was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident 
May  12.  She  was  20  years  old. 

Mr.  Fassett  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Alaska  Missionary  Conference  for 
two  years. 

Ms  Fassett.  who  recently  completed 
her  sophomore  year  at  the  University  of 
Alaska  at  Anchorage,  was  riding  with 
her  boyfriend  when  an  oncoming  car 
crossed  the  dividing  line  and  hit  the  car 
head-on.  Police  said  occupants  of  the 
other  car  had  been  drinking. 

Ms.  Fassett’s  boyfriend  and  another 
female  passenger  were  injured. 


Evangelists’  association 
honors  two  ministers 

CARROLLTON,  Texas— The  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Evange¬ 
lists  selected  the  Rev.  Danny  Morris  and 
Dr.  M.G.  (Pat)  Robertson  to  receive  the 
1985  “Philip  Awards”  for  outstanding 
service  in  evangelism. 

Mr.  Morris,  a  United  Methodist,  was 
cited  for  his  role  as  a  co-developer  and 
primary  promoter  of  the  Ten  Brave  Chris¬ 
tians  concept  of  group  ministry,  a  pro¬ 
gram  considered  one  of  the  most  effective 
renewal  movements  in  the  church. 

Dr.  Robertson  received  the  award  for 
his  Christian  Broadcasting  Network  tele¬ 
vision  ministry. 

Computer  equipment  soon 
ready  for  ministries  councils 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)-Services  of 
NEXIS,  the  world’s  largest  computer-as¬ 
sisted  information  system,  soon  will  be 
available  to  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Paul  F. 
McCleary,  associate  general  secretary, 
who  heads  the  council’s  office  of  re¬ 
search,  NEXIS  equipment  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  within  two  to  three  weeks. 

As  a  subscriber  to  NEXIS,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  will  be  able  to 
search  the  world’s  most  important  news¬ 
papers.  magazines,  newswires  and  refer¬ 
ence  works  in  seconds.  NEXIS  stores  the 
full  text  of  information  and  covers  all 
areas  of  science,  technology,  business, 
medicine,  social  science,  current  affairs 
and  the  humanities. 

Response  associate  editor 
Mary  McLanachan  dies  at  79 

DAYTON.  Ohio— Mary  C.  McLana¬ 
chan,  79,  retired  associate  editor  of  Re¬ 
sponse  magazine  for  United  Methodist 
women  and  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communicators  Hall  of  Fame, 
died  of  cancer  May  13  at  Middletown 
(Ohio)  Regional  Hospital. 

She  began  working  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  following  the  1968 
union  of  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  and  The  Methodist  churches. 

She  was  editor  of  The  Evangel,  a  mag¬ 
azine  for  United  Bretheren  women,  in 
1945  and  served  as  editor  of  World  Evan¬ 
gel,  the  publication  for  Evangelical 
Brethren  women,  from  its  founding  fol¬ 
lowing  the  merger  of  The  Evangelical 
and  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ 
Churches  in  1946. 

Roman  Catholic  wins 
UMCom  scholarship 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  — John  Paul 
Godges,  22,  of  Redondo  Beach,  Calif.,  a 
master’s  degree  journalism  student  at 
the  University  of  California,  Berkeley, 
has  won  the  1985-86  Stoody-West  Fellow¬ 
ship  presented  annually  by  United  Meth¬ 
odists  Communications. 

The  $6,000  award  for  graduate  study 
in  communications  honors  the  late  Rev. 
Ralph  Stoody  and  the  Rev.  Arthur  West, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  pioneers  in  church  news 
and  public  relations. 

Specializing  in  religion  and  society, 
Mr.  Godges  is  also  taking  courses  at  the 
Franciscan  School  of  Theology,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Berkley’s  Graduate  Theological 
Union.  He  is  Roman  Catholic. 

After  completing  studies  Mr.  Godges 
plans  to  write  magazine  articles  about 
social-religious  issues,  including  the  role 
of  churches  in  American  life. 


Franklin  Stark,  a  United  Methodist  layman  who  recently  returned  from  a 
six-month  speaking  campaign  across  the  United  States  on  reforming  the  ; 
United  Nations,  fields  questions  during  a  Midwest  radio  talk  show. 


UM  layman  travels  afar 
as  advocate  of  stronger  UN 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OAKLAND,  Calif.— United  Methodist 
layman  Franklin  Stark  says  he  doesn’t 
understand  the  peacekeeping  mentality 
of  many  of  his  contemporaries. 

"Many  men  over  50  have  it  in  their 
heads  that  the  only  way  to  maintain 
peace  is  to  keep  on  building  a  stronger 
military  force,"  said  the  70-year-old  se¬ 
nior  partner  in  an  Oakland  law  firm  and 
active  member  of  Lake  Merritt  UMC. 

Mr.  Stark,  a  World  War  II  veteran, 
and  his  wife  Carlyn  recently  completed 
a  six-month  campaign  across  35  states 
stumping  for  strengthening  the  United 
Nations— a  concept  Mr.  Stark  believes  is 
the  only  alternative  for  Christians  to 
continued  arms  buildup  and  an  eventual 
explosion  between  countries. 

Christians  have  responsibility 

“We  have  a  responsibility  as  Chris¬ 
tians  to  take  care  of  this  world  God  gave 
us,”  he  said. 

As  president  of  the  Campaign  (or 
United  Nations  Reform.  Mr.  Stark  trav¬ 
eled  under  sponsorship  of  and  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  organization  and  spoke  to 
180  church,  civic  and  school  groups  on 
his  recent  lecture  circuit.  Mrs.  Stark, 
also  a  speechmaker,  played  the  guitar 
and  sang  peace  songs  before  each  pre¬ 
sentation. 

Mr.  Stark  explained  that  the  Cam¬ 
paign  for  U.N.  Reform  is  a  California- 
based  organization  started  nine  years 
ago  to  encourage  the  United  States  to 
play  an  increased  leadership  role  in  the 
United  Nations. 

UN  should  be  cornerstone 

“Ideally,  the  United  States  should  be 
using  the  U.N.  as  the  cornerstone  of  its 
foreign  relations,”  but  surveys  show  51 
percent  of  the  American  people  think  the 
U.N.  is  doing  a  poor  job  at  its  original 
purpose— to  maintain  worldwide  peace, 
he  said. 

Yet,  polls  also  show  that  between  71 
and  89  percent  of  Americans  believe  in 
the  concept  of  the  United  Nations  and 
want  the  United  States  to  stay  in  it,  he  ex¬ 
plained.  But  they  want  it  reformed. 

Certain  procedures  at  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  such  as  the  veto  power,  have  got¬ 
ten  out  of  hand  and  "nothing  can  be 
accomplished  when  Russia  is  vetoing  ev¬ 
erything  the  United  States  does  and  vice 


versa."  Mr.  Stark  said. 

The  Campaign  for  U.N.  Reform  i$ 
working  toward  curtailing  the  veto  pow¬ 
er  so  it  could  not  be  used: 

•  When  the  security  council  wants  to 
sponsor  a  fact-finding  inquiry. 

•  When  one  or  more  countries  in¬ 
volved  would  serve  as  judge  or  jury  in  art 
incident. 

•  When  a  decision  is  being  made  as  ter 
who  may  sit  on  the  United  Nations. 

•  When  a  peacekeeping  force  is  being 
requested. 

The  “old  fashioned"  idea  of  law  and 
order  that  has  worked  in  the  United 
States  for  . years  could  be  applied  on  a 
worldwide  basis  through  the  United  Na-’ 
tions  “if  the  U.N.  were  given  the  powers 
it  was  originally  intended  to  have,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Stark  is  helping  United  Methodists 
respond  to  a  resolution  passed  at  General 
Conference  in  May  1984  that  says  “  .  .  .  . 
We  ask  United  Methodists  to  urge  their 
governments  to  utilize  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  and  to  provide  leadership  which 
will  extend  international  cooperation 
and  create  world  community  ....  We 
commend  to  the  churches  a  wider  study 
of  the  United  Nations  in  order  that  Chris¬ 
tians  might  be  enabled  to  work  in  unity 
for  peace  and  justice  in  the  world.” 

“We  are  at  a  unique  point  in  human 
history,”  Mr.  Stark,  who  has  served  a  lay 
leader  to  the  California-Nevada  Annual 
Conference,  said.  “We  have  the  ability  to 
blow  up  most  of  this  God-created  world. 
I  think  we  have  a  responsibility  as  His 
children  to  make  our  voices  heard  and; 
stop  now. 

“Maintaining  worldwide  law  and  or¬ 
der  can’t  be  accomplished  through  mili¬ 
tary  strength,  but  it  can  through  a 
political  body  like  the  United  Nations,” 
the  former  president  of  the  Oakland 
Council  of  Churches  said. 

“When  the  killing  gets  too  much,”  he 
said,  “humankind  has  always  turned 
from  the  law  of  force  to  the  force  of  law. 

"How  do  you  think  the  Wild  West  was 
won?  One  way  was  that  some  Methodist 
preachers  finally  got  together  and  began 
demanding  law  and  order,"  said  the 
graduate  of  Dakota  Wesleyan  Universi¬ 
ty.  And  it’s  that  same  demand  of  law  and 
order  that  will  win  the  world,  too,  he 
said.  -SUSAN  CARROLL 


Special  Korean  needs  studied 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Approximately  600,000 
Korean-Americans  living  in  this  country 
identify  themselves  as  Christians.  Yet 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  only 
180  Korean-American  congregations,  it 
was  reported  at  the  Consultation  on  Ko¬ 
rean-American  Mission  Structure  May 
16-18. 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  61  peo¬ 
ple  appointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
the  National  Association  of  Korean- 
American  United  Methodist  Churches 
and  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
which  called  the  consultation.  The  chair¬ 
man  was  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of  the 
Kansas  Area,  president  of  the  National 
Division. 

A  background  paper  presented  to  the 
consultation  noted  the  Korean-American 
population  in  the  United  States  has 
jumped  in  the  last  five  years  from 
355,000  to  an  estimated  800,000  with  1.5 
million  projected  by  1995. 

Only  about  13  percent  of  Korean- 


Americans  are  fluent  in  English,  the  pa¬ 
per  said. 


CLASSIFIED 


DCE— 750  member  church  Start  July  1.  Contact  Pas¬ 
tor,  Chapelwood  UMC,  Box  69,  Lake  Jackson,  Texas 
77566. _ 

CONVERSATIONAL  SPANISH  CLASSES.  Come 
and  learn  the  Spanish  Language  and  visit  Hispanic 
Church  Ministry  and  Cultural  settings  in  the  South¬ 
west  and  in  Mexico.  July  15-26  and  August  12-23.  For 
more  information  please  contact:  Center  for  Cross- 
Cultural  Educational  Ministries.  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940.  Tel. 
915/533-8286,  Attn,:  Dr.  Salcido _ - 

OLD  TESTAMENT  Tenure-track  appointment  ef¬ 
fective  Fall  1986  Rank  and  salary  negotiable. 
Ph  D.  or  equivalent  required,  Some  teaching  expe¬ 
rience  highly  desirable.  Resumes  to  Dr  W.  J.  A. 
Power,  Chair,  Old  Testament  Search  Committee, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M.U.,  Dallas,  TX 
75275,  by  Oct.  15,  1985.  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  is  an  Equal  Opportunity /Title  IX/Affirmative 
Action  employer. 

MUSIC  POSITION  WANTED  Organist/director 
seeking  a  full-time  position  in  a  UMC  where  the 
music  program  is  a  vital,  nourishing  and  support 
ive  ministry.  Experienced  with  all  choir  ages,  vo¬ 
cal  and  instrumental,  with  degree  in  organ  and 
voice.  Write:  Organist /Director,  2616  Hibiscus 
Place,  Fort  Lauderdale.  FL  33301.  (305)  527-2792. 


Called? 

Do  you  feel  God’s  special  call  to  the 
ministry?  Consider  Asbury  Seminary,  the 
first  name  in  preparing  men  and  women  for 
service  as  world  Wesleyan  leaders.  Pro¬ 
grams  leading  to  M.Div.,  Th.M..  M.A.R., 
D.Min. 

□  Send  my  free  “MEMO  TO:  The  Called’’ 
I  plan  to  enroll  (when?) - 


David  L.  McKenna.  Ph  D 
President. 


Write  or  call  Jack  Lindberg.  Director  of  Admissions 
Asbury  Seminary,  Wilmore.  KY  40390 


may  31, 1985 


PAGES 


Dear  Deborah 

Mediocrity  in  ministry 
should  not  be  rewarded 


Dear  Deborah: 

.  I  read  with  keen  interest  your  columns 
on  “grading”  ministers  and  other  items 
related  to  the  issue  of  retaining  medio¬ 
cre  and  incompetent  ministers.  I  refer 
here  to  both  an  assignment  to  a  specific 
church  or  to  a  conference  or  other  area 
under  the  umbrella  of  the  “church.” 

A  doctor  on  the  payroll  of  any  com- 
merical  or  industrial  company  is  evalu¬ 
ated  at  least  on  an  annual  basis,  and  if 
his  performance  is  not  what  is  expected, 
his  services  are  terminated  after  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  improve  has  been  offered 
and  suitable  corrections  by  the  "profes¬ 
sional”  are  not  made. 

'  It  is  unreal  to  expect  a  bishop  or  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  (or  any  official)  to 
be  exempt  from  making  mistakes.  Per¬ 
sonnel  appointments  are  probably  the 
most  important  decisions  in  the  business 
world  as  well  as  within  the  church. 

A  business  executive,  when  found  to 
have  made  an  unwise  decision  regarding 
personnel  assignment,  will,  as  a  matter 
of  good  handling  of  his  job  responsibility, 
re-assign  the  person  in  question,  provid¬ 
ing  that  the  individual  has  competence  in 
other  areas  of  need  in  the  organization. 
If  his  personal  capabilities,  personality 
or  willingness  to  work  are  in  such  short 
supply  as  tqfmake  keeping  that  individ¬ 
ual  within  the  organization  undesirable, 
his  servicesiare  terminated. 

To  keep  fen  incompetent  minister  in  a 
church  that  he  can  not  serve  properly  is 
a  disservice  to  the  church  as  well  as  the 
minister.  Ill  my  opinion  a  church  is  not 
going  to  grow  or  even  be  able  to  provide 
the  parishioners  with  the  spiritual  needs 
satisfaction  that  we  all  need  and  to 
which  we  are  entitled  if  a  mediocre  min¬ 
ister  serves  that  church. 

To  expect  a  minister  to  be  without 
flaws  is  too  much,  but  his  good  qualities 


and  areas  of  competence  should  out¬ 
weigh  the  negatives  to  a  substantial  de¬ 
gree. 

Church  membership  as  a  percentage 
of  population  has  been  on  the  decline  for 
more  than  10  years.  If  we  had  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  competent  ministers 
and  good  administration,  this  trend  could 
be  abated  and  probably  reversed. 

Yours  truly, 
Wm.  H.B. 

Dear  Wm. 

H.  B.: 

You  are  right,  of  course,  in  all  you 
say.  The  problem  comes  in  measuring 
the  intangibles.  How  do  we  measure 
spiritual  commitment,  dedication  to 
the  task,  loving  concern  for  the 
"flock”?  It  is  not  easy  to  get  three 
persons  to  agree  on  what  makes  for 
good  preaching,  let  alone  the  more 
elusive  elements  in  ministry. 

We  are  left  with  using  statistics, 
and  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
that  except  sometimes  statistics  lie. 
That  is,  they  can  lie  about  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  the  sustenance  received  by  a 
congregation — perhaps  they  are 
getting  mere  "pap”  instead  of  the 
Word. 

Many  have  written  about  this  sit¬ 
uation  so  there  will  be  more  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  think  about  these 
matters  together. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Soviets  expel  U.S.  woman 

HELSINKI,  Finland — Regina  Sipple,  32,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  was  de¬ 
ported  to  Finland  by  the  Soviet  Union  recently  for  trying  to  bring  religious 
literature  into  the  country. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Book  Review 

Redemption  allows  church  to  face  sin 


"Sighing  for  Eden— Sin,  Evil  &  the 
Christian  Faith”  by  William  H.  Willi- 
mon:  Abingdon  Press,  1985.  $8.95,  207 
pages. 

By  PAUL  T.  STALLSWORTH 

Some  preachers  in  and  from  the 
South  are  inclined  to  see  racism  as  the 
key  concept  for  understanding  human 
nature  and  society.  That  inclination 
does  not  always  lead  to  the  most  accu¬ 
rate  analysis  and  commentary.  But  it 
does  keep  alive  the  knowledge  of  sin 
and  evil. 

William  H.  Willimon  is  a  Southern 
preacher— the  minister  to  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity,  to  be  specific.  His  most  recent 
book,  "Sighing  for  Eden,”  begins  with 
an  account  of  a  grisly  event  from  his 
boyhood  in  Greenville,  S.C. 

Willie  Earle,  a  local  black  man,  was 
accused,  tried  and  found  guilty  of  a 
crime— by  a  blood-thirsty  mob.  His 
fate  was  determined  by  the  mob’s 
blades  and  bullets.  It  is  not  surprising 
that  Willimon  cannot  get  sin  and  evil 
off  his  mind. 

Contrary  to  Willimon,  our  churches 
have  often  done  their  best  to  avoid  all 
talk  of  the  shadowed  side  of  life. 
“American  theology  and  church  life 
have  tended  to  be  optimistic,  self-and 
world-affirming  and  convinced  that, 
given  the  proper  environment,  educa¬ 


tion  and  advantages,  we  will  all  be¬ 
come  better  and  better,  nicer  and 
nicer.  We  are  a  people  who  march  be¬ 
hind  the  banner  of  positive  thinking, 
self-affirmation,  human  potential  and 
upward  mobility  for  all”  (p.  18). 

A  human-potential  pastor  can  say 
with  a  straight  face:  “People  are  basi¬ 
cally  good.  The  church  exists  to  help 
their  goodness  flower”  (p.  177).  We  cov¬ 
er  the  ugly  reality  of  Good  Friday  with 
a  cute  Easter-egg  hunt  for  the  children. 

‘We  shift  into  silence’ 

When  sin  and  evil  unavoidably  raise 
their  grotesque  heads,  we  shift  into  a 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education  silence, 
broken  only  by  "I  hear  you  saying .  .  .  .” 
In  extreme  circumstances  we  will  rely 
on  the  questionable  wisdom  of  a  Joseph 
Kushner’s  “When  Bad  Things  Happen 
to  Good  People.”  Then,  as  quickly  as 
possible,  we  return  to  our  routine  of  de¬ 
nying  sin  and  evil  and  running  from 
pain  and  suffering. 

Willimon  is  left  unsatisfied  by  these 
popular  techniques  and  answers.  They 
do  little  to  explain  the  senseless  death 
of  Willie  Earle  down  in  Greenville  or 
the  horrors  of  Nazi  and  Soviet  death 
camps  or  the  relentless  grasp  of  alco¬ 
holism  or  the  seemingly  harmless  sins 
that  in  the  end  bring  chaos. 

What  does  help  Willimon  to  struggle 


with  these  crises  is  the  ultimate  crisis 
brought  by  Jesus  Christ  and  His  re¬ 
demption.  "Our  redemption  must  be 
more  than  a  change  of  mind  or  heart, 
more  than  some  new  scheme  for  social 
engineering  because  we  are  powerless 
to  change  on  our  own.  Redemption  is 
an  alternation  in  the  structure  of  the 
world  brought  about  by  the  work  of 
Christ.  Evil  has  been,  is  being,  will  be 
defeated”  (p.  89). 

This  redemption,  which  is  communi¬ 
cated  through  the  “Story  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  alone  allows  the  church  to  face 
up  to  sin.  Sin  is  not  just  a  breaking  of 
the  rules:  "In  the  Bible  sin  is  alienation, 
separation,  misdirected  will,  rebellion. 
When  the  Bible  speaks  of  sin,  it  does  so 
in  terms  of  lust,  infidelity,  fornication, 
and  other  sexual  imagery  in  order  to 
convey  the  personal,  deep  sense  of  our 
sin.  Sin  is  adultery,  the  violation  of  God’s 
fidelity  with  our  infidelity”  (p.  104). 

Grace  permits  truthfulness 

Note  the  assumption:  Optimism 
about  divine  goodness  permits  honesty 
about  the  human  predicament.  Grace 
permits  truthfulness— about  the  butch¬ 
ers  of  Willie  Earle,  about  the  radical 
rebellion  within  all  and  about  the  des¬ 
tiny  of  this  world. 

"There  will  be  no  capitalist,  Marxist, 
or  socialist  utopias  before  the  Second 


Coming,  and  yet,  as  Christians,  we  are 
compelled  to  join  with  God  in  working 
for  justice  and  living  in  the  light  of  the 
coming  kingdom,  which  Jesus  an¬ 
nounced  and  initiated  by  word  and 
deed.  War,  injustice,  sexism,  racism, 
and  violence  will  not  be  eliminated  .... 
Yet  we  must  work  with  God  by  sharing 
in  divine  creativity  and  works  of  good¬ 
ness  and  by  opposing  injustice,  not  for 
ourselves,  but  for  our  neighbors”  (p. 
108-109). 

This  book  is  very  readable.  Its  mes¬ 
sage  is  clear.  It  is  bound  to  push  any 
church  study  group  to  new  and  deeper 
discipleship. 

Willimon  is  a  preacher,  and  a  good 
one,  from  beginning  to  end.  So  it  is  pre¬ 
dictable  that  he  ends  on  a  rousing  note: 
“The  presence  of  evil  is  most  notable 
as  a  grand  occasion  to  boldly  proclaim 
the  reign  of  God,  a  God  who  climbs  up 
on  a  cross  and  turns  it  into  a  sign  of  the 
ultimate  triumph  of  goodness”  (p.  204). 
As  they  say,  ‘‘This  will  preach.”  It 
will  preach  even  in  a  cancer  ward,  and 
in  a  town  that  can  muster  a  lynch  mob, 
and  in  any  church  on  Main  Street. 

Mr.  Stallsworth  is  a  member  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  on  special 
appointment  as  the  assistant  director 
for  The  Center  on  Religion  &  Society, 
New  York. 


Scholars  study  religious  rights  in  eastern  Europe 


From  Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— A  nation’s  stance  on 
‘  freedom  of  worship  is  often  an  accurate 
indicator  of  its  human  rights  posture. 
That  claim  was  a  recurrent  theme 
•;  during  a  two-day  conference  sponsored 
?  by  the  Research  Center  for  Religion  and 
'  Human  Rights  in  Closed  Societies,  held 


From  Religious  News  Service 
;•  CLEVELAND-The  U.S.  Catholic 
•  Church  is  the  richest  and  most  powerful 
’  national  church  in  history,  but  its  mem- 
-  bers  do  not  exert  as  much  influence  in 
» society  as  they  could,  a  Chicago  sociolo¬ 
gist  said. 

Dr.  William  C.  McCready,  a  Catholic 
layman  and  researcher  at  the  University 
;of  Chicago,  said  that  much  of  the  feeling 
iof  community  of  the  early  Catholic  im¬ 
migrants  has  been  weakened  as  Catho¬ 
lics  entered  mainstream,  middle-class 
America. 

Dr.  McCready,  director  of  the  Cultural 
Pluralism  Research  Center  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Opinion  Research  Center  at  the 
university,  said  Catholics  have  been  af¬ 
fected  by  changing  family  structures  in 
which  many  women  have  entered  the 


j  Poem  of  the  week  | 
Proving  ground 

Temptation 
is  meant  to  muddy 
the  stream  of  our  intentions, 
as  though  a  herd  of  cattle 
had  charged  through. 

But  testings,  sent  by  God, 
are  proving  grounds. 

Through  them  we  grow, 
in  a  “studying  to  be 
approved”  and  a  resultant 
•joy  of  His,  “Well  done." 

-JEAN  RASMUSSEN 


here  recently. 

The  center,  staffed  by  a  small  ecu¬ 
menical  group  of  eastern  European 
scholars  and  clergy,  is  dedicated  to 
breaking  what  Olga  Hruby,  the  center’s 
deputy  director,  called  “the  three-mon¬ 
key  syndrome”  (see  no  evil,  hear  no  evil, 
speak  no  evil)  of  many  U.S.  churches  in 


work  force,  including  the  professions. 

Many  Catholics  are  recent  immi¬ 
grants,  Dr.  McCready  said,  but  they  are 
either  Hispanics  or  urban  blacks  who 
have  come  north.  "These  persons  do  not 
seem  to  be  doing  as  well  as  the  Europe¬ 
ans  of  an  earlier  era,  and  this  creates 
problems  of  justice  for  both  society  and 
the  church,”  he  said. 

The  sociologist  noted  that  in  1940,  the 
Catholic  Church  in  America  made  up 
about  20  percent  of  the  population;  today 
it  includes  about  28  percent  of  all  U.S. 
citizens.  He  attributed  the  growth  par¬ 
tially  to  the  tendency  of  Catholics  to  re 
main  tied  to  the  church  tradition  despite 
differences  with  its  teaching. 

The  Catholic  school  system  has  also 
been  important  for  maintaining  Catholic 
tradition  and  for  contributing  to  Ameri¬ 
can  society,  Dr.  McCready  said.  He 
praised  Catholic  schools  for  providing 
quality  education  for  the  urban  poor,  es¬ 
pecially  the  new  immigrants. 

At  the  same  time.  Dr.  McCready  said 
that  only  about  half  of  Catholic  teen¬ 
agers  receive  any  kind  of  Catholic  edu¬ 
cation. 

Since  the  Second  Vatican  Council,  he 
said,  the  individual  conscience  now  plays 
as  much  a  role  among  Catholics  as  the 
authority  of  the  church.  The  sociologist 
said  most  laypeople  agreed  with  the 
bishops  on  their  condemnation  of  nuclear 
weapons  but  did  not  agree  with  the 
church’s  ban  against  artificial  birth  con¬ 
trol. 


relation  to  religious  suppression  in  com¬ 
munist-dominated  countries. 

T|ie  conference,  devoted  largely  to 
scholarly  presentations,  focused  on  the 
plight  of  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jew¬ 
ish  congregations  in  Czechoslovakia, 
East  Germany,  Hungary  and  Poland. 

It  was  the  second  time  the  center, 
whose  major  activity  is  publishing  a 
quarterly  journal,  Religion  in  Commu¬ 
nist-Dominated  Areas,  centered  its 
annual  conference  on  churches  in  a 
specific  region.  Last  year’s  session  fo¬ 
cused  on  churches  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
Next  year,  Mrs.  Hruby  said,  the  meeting 
will  give  attention  to  churches  in  the 
Balkan  states  of  Albania,  Yugoslavia 
and  Rumania. 

The  center  grew  out  of  the  efforts  of 
her  husband,  the  Rev.  Blahoslav  Hruby, 
who  is  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  Paul 


Anderson,  founder  of  the  Russian  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  Both  Mr. 
Hruby  and  Mr.  Anderson  were  involved 
in  the  French  resistance  during  World 
War  II  and  aided  Jews  and  others  in  es¬ 
caping  the  Nazis. 

The  center  was  founded  and  funded  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  1963. 
Since  that  time,  Mrs.  Hruby  said,  NCC 
funding  has  been  terminated.  Today  the 
group  relies  on  funding  from  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church  and  a  few  other  denomina¬ 
tions  and  on  private  donations. 

The  center  “has  refused  money  from 
the  so-called  Religious  Right. 

Mrs.  Hruby  said  the  center’s  basic  po¬ 
sition  is  that  communism  and  Christian¬ 
ity  cannot  mix.  The  organization 
monitors  churches  in  more‘than  80  coun¬ 
tries,  using  private  informants  rather 
than  established  church  sources. 


Journalist  offers  more  trivia 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 


QUESTIONS: 

1.  What  Central  American  archbish¬ 
op  was  recently  named  a  cardinal  by 
Pope  John  Paul  II? 

2.  What  denomination  recently  had  a 
membership  application  tabled  by  the 
National  Association  of  Evangeli¬ 
cals? 

3.  What  church  is  involved  in  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  nation’s  first  clergy 
malpractice  lawsuit? 

4.  What  is  the  oldest  seminary  in  the 
United  States? 

5.  Who  is  the  head  of  the  committee 
drafting  the  U.S.  Catholic  bishops' 
pastoral  letter  on  economics? 

6.  Who  wrote  a  book  about  his  con¬ 
version  called  “Born  Again"? 

7.  Who  said,  "Puff  Graham,”  and 
why? 

8.  What  are  people  who  attend  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  called? 


9.  VNnai  popular  cnristian  aui nor 
died  the  same  day  as  President  Ken¬ 
nedy? 

10.  What  is  the  name  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  publishing  arm? 

ANSWERS: 

1.  Archbishop  Miguel  Obando  y  Bra¬ 
vo  of  Managua,  Nicaragua. 

2.  The  Evangelical  Orthodox 
Church. 

3.  Grace  Community  Church,  Pan¬ 
orama  City,  Calif. 

4.  New  Brunswick  (N.J.)  Theological 
Seminary,  founded  in  1784. 

5.  Archbishop  Rembert  C.  Weakland 
of  Milwaukee. 

6.  Charles  Colson. 

7.  Newspaper  publisher  William 
Randolph  Hearst,  ordering  his  news¬ 
papers  to  play  up  Billy  Graham  s  Los 
Angeles  crusade  in  1949. 

8.  Messengers. 

9.  C.S.  Lewis  (Nov.  22, 1963). 

10.  Friendship  Press. 


Catholics  rated  powerful 
as  church,  not  as  members 


Corporations,  groups 
dispute  effectiveness 
of  S.  Africa  pressures 


By  TONY  CHAPELLE 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Corporations  named  re¬ 
cently  as  “key  investors  to  apartheid”  by 
a  consortium  of  54  Christian  organiza¬ 
tions  claim  they  have  actually  lessened 
racial  segregation  in  South  Africa. 

Representatives  for  several  corpora¬ 
tions  named  by  the  consortium  say  their 
firms  subscribe  to  the  Sullivan  Princi¬ 
ples.  Signatories  to  that  code  of  corpo¬ 
rate  conduct  in  South  Africa  promise  to 
adhere  to  a  number  of  equal-rights  mea¬ 
sures. 

"We  certainly  are  not  propping  up 
apartheid,"  said  spokesman  Tony  DeNe- 
gro  of  Mobil  Oil,  one  of  the  12  compa¬ 
nies  the  religious  group  called  most 
responsible  for  economically  supporting 
the  separatist  policy.  “We’re  a  very 
prominent  member  of  the  Sullivan  Prin¬ 
ciples  and  are  doing  a  great  deal  to  see 
that  blacks  are  getting  equal  pay,  better 
educational  opportunities  and  many  oth¬ 
er  rights.” 

Another  targeted  firm,  Chevron  Corp., 
took  a  similar  position.  "We  did  more  to 
circumvent  the  apartheid  rules,  even  be¬ 
fore  the  Sullivan  Principles  came  into 
being,  than  they  eventually  called  for,” 
said  Larry  Shushan,  a  Chevron  spokes¬ 
man. 

New  pressures  required 

Bui  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  coali¬ 
tion,  which  is  coordinated  by  the  Inter¬ 
faith  Center  for  Corporate  Responsibility, 
said  the  worsening  violence  against 
South  African  blacks  requires  new 
pressure  tactics. 

“We  believe  it  is  hypocritical  for  U.S. 
companies  to  hide  behind  the  Sullivan 
Principles,”  said  the  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  “if  they  do  not 
also  heed  his  call  and  ours  that  apartheid 
must  end  in  the  near  future  or  U.S.  com¬ 
panies  should  withdraw.” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  continued, 
"For  a  time,  we  hoped  the  actions  by 
U.S.  companies  in  lessening  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  workplace  would  spill 
over  into  South  African  society  and  as¬ 
sist  in  a  transition  toward  full  rights  for 
people  of  all  races. 

“Unfortunately,  while  U.S.  invest¬ 
ments  grew  in  the  70’s  and  '80’s,  the  ba¬ 


sic  system  of  apartheid  remained  firmly 
in  place.  The  U.S.  investment  flourished 
and  built  a  partnership  with  the  South 
African  government.” 

Dr  Nugent  appeared  at  a  Manhattan 
press  conference  along  with  several  oth¬ 
er  religious  leaders  to  call  for  an  end  to 
sales  and  service  to  South  Africa’s  gov¬ 
ernment.  The  group  also  listed  measures 
they  want  the  12  companies  to  insist  the 
government  implement.  Unless  the  12 
comply  by  September  1986,  the  consor¬ 
tium  threatens  a  selective  buying 
campaign  and  divestment  of  South 
African-related  stocks  from  its  estimat¬ 
ed  collective  $7.5  billion  in  investments. 

Companies  listed  are  Burroughs,  Chev¬ 
ron,  Citicorp,  Control  Data,  Fluor,  Ford, 
General  Electric,  General  Motors,  Inter¬ 
national  Business  Machines,  Mobil,  New- 
mont  Mining  and  Texaco. 

Targets  based  on  size 
The  consortium,  which  includes  four 
black  denominations,  the  Catholic  Arch¬ 
diocese  of  Milwaukee,  two  boards  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  World  Ministries  board, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.,  and  sev¬ 
eral  orders  of  priests  and  sisters,  target¬ 
ed  the  12  because  of  their  transactions 
with  the  South  African  police  and  mili¬ 
tary  and  the  size  and  nature  of  their  fi¬ 
nancial  involvement. 

The  church  people  say  that  the  com¬ 
panies,  for  example,  helped  “computer¬ 
ize  apartheid"  by  selling  technology  that, 
among  other  tasks,  helps  record  and  file 
identification  passes.  They  also  accuse 
several  of  the  firms  of  lobbying  Congress 
to  squelch  legislation  designed  to  in¬ 
crease  U.S.  pressure  against  apartheid. 

Unlike  the  Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  the 
black  Philadelphia  clergyman  and  GM 
board  member  who  drew  up  the  princi¬ 
ples  that  bear  his  name,  the  consor¬ 
tium  says  continued  U.S.  corporate 
presence  has  made  companies  “investors 
in  apartheid.” 

Originally  implemented  eight  years 
ago,  the  principles  are  backed  up  with 
annual  questionnaires  requesting  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  a  company’s  plant 
desegregation  success,  equal  pay  and  job 
opportunities  and  how  integrated  its 
management  is. 


Catholic  yearbook  shows 
multiple  statistical  drops 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— For  the  first  time  in 
six  years,  the  membership  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  this  country  declined 
last  year,  and  there  were  fewer  priests, 
rains,  baptisms  and  Catholic  schools,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  latest  Official  Catholic  Directory. 

The  directory  recorded  a  membership 
decline  of  106,891,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  American  Catholics  to 
52,286,043.  The  Catholic  Church  is  still 
the  largest  denomination  in  the  country, 
with  the  15-million-member  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  ranking  second. 

Church  officials  offered  varied  re¬ 
sponses  to  the  drop  in  membership.  Al¬ 
vin  Illig,  director  of  the  Catholic  bishops’ 
Committee  on  Evangelization,  said  he 
found  it  "distressing.” 

However,  others  pointed  out  that  the 
membership  numbers  are  only  rough  esti¬ 
mates  and  that  the  recorded  decrease  was 
slight.  Thomas  Walsh,  who  directs  the  sta¬ 
tistical  study,  published  by  P.  J.  Kennedy 
and  Sons,  said  the  membership  figure  is 
based  on  estimates  reported  by  each  of  the 
nation’s  18,244  Catholic  parishes. 

“Some  are  awfully  accurate;  others  are 
very  rough,”  said  Mr.  Walsh.  Unlike  the 
estimated  membership,  however,  he  said 
data  on  baptisms,  marriages  and  con¬ 
verts— of  which  there  were  fewer  record¬ 
ed  last  year— are  “very  accurate.” 

Infant  baptisms  were  down  by  27,349 


last  year;  the  number  of  church  mar¬ 
riages  fell  by  2,200;  and  there  were  3,596 
fewer  converts,  according  to  the  directo¬ 
ry.  Asked  why  there  were  fewer  bap¬ 
tisms,  Mr.  Walsh  replied  simply,  “Be¬ 
cause  there  were  fewer  births.”  He  cited 
recent  data  showing  that  Catholic  family 
sizes  have  dropped  and  are  only  slightly 
higher  than  those  of  Protestants. 

The  new  figures  also  reflected  the  cur¬ 
rent  crisis  in  vocations  in  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  number  of  priests  decreased 
by  574,  to  a  total  of  57,317.  There  were 
also  11,028  men  studying  for  the  priest¬ 
hood,  234  fewer  than  last  year. 

Continuing  a  decline  that  has  been  un¬ 
derway  for  many  years,  the  number  of 
sisters  dropped  to  115,386,  a  decrease  of 
2,641.  The  recorded  total  of  7,544  reli¬ 
gious  brothers  represented  a  decline  of 
52.  But  the  number  of  permanent  dea¬ 
cons,  who  can  perform  many  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  priests,  rose  by  502,  to  7,204. 

According  to  the  directory,  released  on 
May  22,  the  number  of  Catholic  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  declined  by  81,  for  a 
total  of  9,942.  The  nearly  three  million 
young  Catholics  attending  parochial  ele¬ 
mentary  and  high  schools  last  year  also 
represented  a  decline  of  65,421.  Laypeople 
made  up  three-quarters  of  the  teachers 
in  those  schools  when  such  figures  were 
first  recorded  in  1944,  laypeople  made  up 
only  8.25  percent  of  the  teachers. 


History  of  Hymns 

Calvary  hymn  produced 
by  two  busy  professors 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Years  I  spent  in  vanity  and  pride, 
Caring  not  my  Lord  was  crucified, 
Knowing  not  it  was  for  me  he  died 
On  Calvary. 

Mercy  there  was  great  and  grace 
was  free; 

Pardon  there  was  multiplied  to  me; 
There  my  burdened  soul  found  liberty 
At  Calvary. 

Words  and  music  came  rather  quickly 
to  two  professors  in  the  routine  of  a  busy 
teaching  schedule  in  the  fall  of  1895. 

William  R.  Newell  was  in  his  first 
year  of  teaching  at  Moody  Bible  Insti¬ 
tute  in  Chicago.  Not  yet  30,  he  had  a  rep¬ 
utation  as  a  Bible  teacher  and  preacher. 

The  words  had  been  slowly  taking 
shape  in  his  mind  for  several  weeks,  but 
nothing  had  been  written  down.  Then, 
one  day  on  his  way  to  class,  the  lines  fell 
perfectly  into  place.  He  stepped  into  an 
unoccupied  classroom  and,  on  the  back 
of  an  envelope,  quickly  wrote  out  the 
four  stanzas. 

He  hurried  down  the  hall  to  his  class 
and  on  the  way  met  Daniel  B.  Towner, 
director  of  music  at  the  institute.  There 
was  no  time  for  an  explanation,  so  he 


simply  thrust  the  envelope  into  Towner’s 
hand. 

During  the  class  hour,  Towner  com¬ 
posed  the  tune  and  handed  the  completed 
manuscript  to  Newell  when  he  returned 
from  class.  The  two  men  stepped  into 
Towner’s  office  and  sang  together  “At 
Calvary"  for  the  first  time. 

Shortly  before  his  death  in  1899,  D.  L. 
Moody  suggested  that  Newell  begin 
teaching  interdenominational  Bible 
classes  on  successive  week  nights  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Detroit,  Toronto  and  St.  Louis. 
This  involved  much  traveling  for  Newell, 
but  the  classes  were  well  attended,  espe¬ 
cially  in  Chicago  where  the  attendance 
reached  several  thousand. 

Daniel  Towner  served  on  the  faculty 
at  Moody  Bible  Institute  from  1893  until 
his  death  in  1919.  His  students  became 
leaders  in  evangelical  church  music 
throughout  many  states.  More  than  2,000 
songs  have  been  credited  to  Towner,  and 
he  was  associated  with  the  publication  of 
14  collections  of  music. 

Two  other  hymn  tunes  by  Towner  are 
"Grace  Greater  Than  Our  Sin”  and 
“Trust  and  Obey.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Am  I  a  Soldier  of  the  Cross" 
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Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


Palestine-Pleasant  Grove  UMC’s 
will  hold  Vacation  Church  School  on 
July  14-18.  A  meal  will  be  served  each 
evening  followed  by  classes  with  a 
nursery  provided.  There  will  be  classes 
for  Toddlers-8th  grade. 

•  *  • 

FUMC,  Minden,  held  a  Youth  Work 
Day  on  May  27.  Members  of  the  church 
who  needed  cleaning,  raking,  etc. 
called  a  youth  to  do  the  job.  All  money 
collected  was  contributed  to  the  youth 
fund.  Rev.  Bob  Burgess  is  the  pastor. 

FUMC  and  Lasseigne  Memorial  held 
“3  Days  of  R&R-(Revival  &  Response)” 
on  April  28-30.  Activities  included  a 
Pot-Luck  Supper  on  Sunday  and  ‘‘Soup 
n'  Sandwiches”  on  Tuesday.  Dr.  Alfred 
L.  Norris  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans  served  as  guest  leader  of  the  re¬ 
vival. 

Rev.  Bob  Potter  reports  that  Hen¬ 


ning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur,  received 
a  low  bid  of  $673,000  for  their  new 
Family  Life  Center.  Ground  breaking 
has  been  set  for  June  2. 

•  *  • 

The  UMW  and  Wednesday  Nite  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port,  invited  Dr.  Jeffrey  Ickes  to  serve 
as  guest  speaker  on  Wednesday,  May  8. 
Dr.  Ickes  is  the  Assistant  Professor  of 
Psychology  and  Director  of  Counseling 
for  LSUS.  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  is  the 
pastor. 

Live  Oak  UMC,  Watson,  celebrated 
homecoming  on  May  19.  Special  guest 
was  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  who  presented 
the  message  After  the  service,  the 
church  members  joined  together  for 
“Dinner  on  the  Ground!”  To  cap  off  the 
day,  the  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
Youth  Choir  presented  “Celebrate 
Life”  for  the  evening  worship  service. 
Rev.  Brady  Foreman  is  the  pastor. 


FUMC,  Ponchatoula,  sponsored  a 
crawfish  boil  on  May  11.  The  money 
collected  from  this  event  went  to  the 
Sr.  High  youth  who  are  going  to  Eureka 
Springs,  Arkansas  to  see  the  Passion 
Play. 

*  •  * 

St.  Bernard  UMC,  Chalmette,  spon¬ 
sored  “Adult  Night”  on  May  24.  Enter¬ 
tainment  was  provided  by  “Over  the 
Hill  Trio.”  The  church  members  joined 
in  sing-a-long  songs  of  the  40’s  and  50’s. 
The  evening  concluded  with  a  fellow¬ 
ship  supper. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Pineville,  held  a  Men’s  Golf 
Tournament  on  May  18.  All  men  of  the 
church  were  invited  to  participate. 

TRINITY  UMC,  ALEXANDRIA, 
held  a  covered  dish  supper  on  May  16. 
This  was  followed  by  an  "Ascension 
Day"  worship  and  communion,  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  James  W. 


Jones  and  his  wife,  the  Rev.  Jennie 
Jones. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Winnsboro,  held  “Critter 
Creek  Sunday”  on  May  29.  Youth  and 
children  enjoyed  a  day  at  Critter's 
Creek  in  Monroe.  Hamburgers  were 
provided  by  the  church. 

Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  held 
their  Annual  Youth  Retreat  on  May  17- 
19  at  Jellystone  Park.  The  youth  joined 
together  in  a  Christian  atmosphere  of 
responsibility  and  sharing. 

FUMC,  Iowa,  held  a  special  three 
session  six  hour  class  entitled,  "God's 
Wonderful  Creation  :  Isiah”  on  April 
14,  21  and  28.  Grace  Hutson  led 
the  class  as  they  explored  and  studied 
the  scriptures  on  the  following  sub¬ 
jects:  woman,  wife  and  mother.  Rev. 
Robert  D.  Hutson  is  the  pastor. 


The  EMLC  Informer 

‘National  Program  Division’ 


*  The  following  is  the  first  in  a  series 
on  The  Missional  Priority  and  The  Gen¬ 
ii:  eral  Boards  and  Agencies. 

|  The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
s  tries,  through  the  National  Program 

*  Division,  seeks  to  “enable,  encourage 
and  support  the  development  and 

*  strengthening  of  congregations  as  cen- 
•i;  ters  of  Christian  Mission  and  the  cre- 
%  ation  of  ministries  of  compassion” 

*  (Book  of  Discipline,  Paragraph  1413, 
<  1414.5.)  This  disciplinary  mandate  has 
y  been  at  the  heart  of  the  National  Divi- 
:•  sion’s  work  with  the  racial  and  ethnic 
:*  minority  local  churches  and  communi- 
y  ties  across  the  nation,  Puerto  Rico  and 
:£  the  Virgin  Islands.  The  Missional  Pri- 
§  ority  on  Developing  and  Strengthening 

the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for 
>:  Witness  and  Mission  is  understood  as 
an  expansion  of  this  historic  concern  of 
>:  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  National  Division  is  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  the  missional 


priority  responsibilities  assigned  by  the 
General  Conference  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  func¬ 
tions  assigned  to  the  Board  are  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  following  National 
Division’s  goals  and  objectives: 

A.  Development  of  a  National  Mission 
Strategy 

To  respond  to  people’s  physical  and 
spiritual  needs  through  an  effective 
analysis  of  demographic  information 
and  socio-economic,  political  dynam¬ 
ics. 

B.  Church  and  Community  Develop¬ 
ment 

To  initiate  and  strengthen  congrega¬ 
tions  and  equip  them  for  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion. 

C.  Empowerment  for  a  Pluralistic  So¬ 
ciety 

To  support  racial  and  ethnic  minor¬ 
ities  in  their  effort  to  organize  and  gain 
identity  and  power  necessary  for  jus¬ 
tice  and  to  assist  in  the  development  of 
an  authentic  pluralistic  society  and  an 
inclusive  Church. 

The  National  Program  Division  is 
responsible  for  program  components  in 
Salary  Supplements,  Church  Extension 
and  Outreach  Ministries. 

(Provided  by  Rev.  Roger  Lathan, 
CCOM  Staff) 


La.  Methodists  on  Radio  &  TV 

First  UM,  Lake  Charles:  9:30-10  a.m.  on  Sundays  on  Channel  29  and  in  May 
on  cable  channel  8.  It  is  a  program  of  music  and  preaching. 

First  UM,  Minden:  10-50  a.m.  worship  service  telecast  live  each  Sunday  on 
local  cable. 

First  UM,  Shreveport:  11:00  a  m.  worship  service  is  telecast  or  KSLA-TV. 
channel  12,  and  Cablevision  channel  20  or  21  and  on  KWKH-AM. 

Lakeview  UM  Minden:  Will  soon  initiate  the  “Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Hour,”  which  will  begin  with  the  Adult  Church  School  Lessons,  produced  by  the 
Conference,  and  followed  with  either  the  talk  shows  provided  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  or  the  'Louisiana  Methodist  Magazine," 
if  it  is  in  production.  The  same  tape  will  be  shown  on  Channel  12,  Wednesday 
noon  and  Fridays  at  5 : 00  p.  m . 

First  UM,  Columbia:  Airs  on  radio  6  times  a  week.  Monday-Friday  at  11:30 
a.m.,  on  KCTO  FM  103,  and  Sunday  at  8:30  a.m.  broadcast  of  the  previous 
Sunday’s  message  is  aired  on  KCTO  1540  AM.  At  9:30  a.m.  on  Sundays  the 
message  is  aired  on  KCTO  FM  103. 

Asbury  UM,  Lafayette:  has  a  TV  program  every  Sunday  morning  at  9:00 

а. m.  on  KATC  Channel  3  in  Lafayette.  Tapes  are  available  at  Asbury,  for  each 
Sunday. 

Broadmoor  UM,  Shreveport:  is  using  more  than  one  medium  to  reach 
viewers:  a)  The  TV  Magazine  program  titled,  “Reflections”  airs  weekly  on 
Tuesdays  from  9:30-10:00  a.m.  on  The  Community  Access  Channel,  Cablevision 

б.  Its  market  is  Shreveport,  Bossier  City,  and  New  Orleans.  They  also  advertise 
on  TV,  Radio  and  Billboards,  b)  A  live  Broadcast  on  KTVS  Channel  3,  an  ABC 
affiliate,  3  months  of  each  year.  This  year's  quarter  includes  March,  April  and 
May.  The  program  airs  every  Sunday  from  11:00  a.m.  until  12:00  a.m.  c)  A  30 
minute  edited  version  of  Sunday’s  service  is  aired  on  Cablevision  Channel  6, 
The  Community  Access  Channel,  every  Wednesday  night  at  9:30  p.m. 

Newman  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  is  on  radio  KBCE-FM  (102) 
each  Sunday  Morning  from  10:30  to  11:00  a.m.  The  program  includes  preach¬ 
ing,  music  and  special  programs.  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  is  the  pastor. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Berwick,  has  a  15  minute  taped  spot  each 
Sunday  at  9:30  a.m.  over  radio  KQKI-FM  (93.5).  Occasionally  the  10:30  morning 
service  is  aired.  Rev.  James  Mitchell  is  the  pastor. 


Norris  Addressed  Shreveport  Board 


Successful  ‘We  Care’  Mission 


Held  at  Golden  Meadow 


During  the  period  of  April  22-24,  eight  ministers  gave  of  their  time  to  p  ,rticipate 
in  a  minister’s  “We  Care”  mission  at  the  Golden  Meadow  Church  of  the  (  M-Grand 
Isle  Charge. 

According  to  pastor,  Jerry  James,  the  mission  was  a  great  success  and  the  spirit 
reached  such  a  high  point  that  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley,  long  noted  as  a  non-singer, 
joined  the  choir  to  sing  “Whispering  Hope.” 

The  participating  ministers  are  shown  in  the  top  photo,  left  to  right.  First  row:  B. 
J.  Martin,  Mickey  Stringfield  and  Andy  Foreman;  second  row:  L.  W.  Taylor  and  Ver¬ 
non  Fairley;  third  row:  Calvin  Lapuyade,  Bob  Miller  and  Ira  Robinson. 

In  the  bottom  photo,  Dr.  B.  J.  Martin  is  cutting  the  "We  Care”  cake,  baked  and  dec¬ 
orated  by  Mrs.  Irene  Collins.  Bob  Miller,  left,  and  Calvin  Lapuyade,  right,  flank  the 
strategic  operation. 


Pictured  above  is  Dr.  Alfred  Norris  who  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Shreveport  District  Board  of  Missions  held  recently  at  Noel  UMC.  Dr. 
Norris  is  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  New  Orleans.  Pictured  with  him  are  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
garet  Williams  Jones,  guest  soloist,  and  Mr.  James  Goins,  chairman  of  the  District 
Board  of  Missions. 


Outstanding  Summer  Opportunities 


Registration  Form 

(DUNAV'S  ’85) 

Louisiana  Conference  on 
The  Holy  Spirit 


Address  _ 
City _ 


Zip. 


Please  complete  this  form  and  mail  with  your  registration 
fees  and  gift  to  Methodist  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit, 
P.O.  Box  5770,  Shreveport.  Louisiana  71135. 


(SEE  REVERSE  SIDE  FOR  WORKSHOP  PREFERENCE) 
(PHOTOCOPIES  ARE  ACCEPTABLE) 


REGISTRATION 

Husbands  Wife 
Nursery  Children 

Bible  Bowl  Children 
K-6th  Grade 

Youth-Jr.  &  Sr.  H. 

7-1 2th  Grade 

Single  Adult 
One  Day  Adult 


_  &  $40.00  per 
couple 

_  FREE 


5.00 
i  $25.00 
$  $10.00 


TOTAL  FOR  REGISTRATION  $ - 

To  help  support  the  work  of  this  conference 
I  have  enclosed  a  gift  of  $  . - 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  $  - 

Make  checks  payable  to  METHODIST  CONFERENCE  ON  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 
(NO  POSTDATED  CHECKS  PLEASE) 


Housing  Request  Form  -  June  27-29, 1985 

Complete  form  and  send  to  DUNAMIS  ’85.  Methodist  Conferenceon  Holy  Spirit.  P.O.  Box 
5770,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71135.  No. 

Rooms 

^ease  choose: 

□  ON  CAMPUS  (Centenary  College  -  Furnish  own  Linens)  - 

Room  &  8  meals;  double  occupancy.  $69.00  per  person 

Children  under  12  (same  room  with  parents  FREE),  must  furnish  own  sleeping  bag.  cot.  - 

etc. ;  meals  pay  individually  or  buy  meal  ticket  $28.00  for  8  meals. 

Single/Double 

□  Hotel:  D  Sheraton  -  Plermmont  (318)  797-MOO 

C  Chateau  (318)  222-7820  JJJ IT 

C  Sheraton  -  Bossier  Inn  (318)  742-9700  * 


Total 

Cost 


Triple 

$50.00 

$48.00 

N/A 


Adult 

Children 


Note.  All  hotels  have  cut  off  date  of  June  1  •  Make  reservations  direct. 

□  I  will  make  Reservations  direct 

□  Please  make  reservations  for  us  (mark  preference  above) 

OFF  CAMPUS 

Local  homes  available  upon  request,  if  needed 
All  housing  subject  to  first  come;  first  serve  basis. 


SPECIAL  HEALTH  NEEDS: 


School 

°f  , 

Christian 

Mission 

1985 

6 Creating 

A 

Future 

with 

Justice ’ 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Louisiana  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  Louisiana 

Check  School  attending-. 

School  I  (Week-day)  July  16-19,  1985  (  ) 

School  II  (Week-end)  July  19-21,  1985  (  ) 

Name _ _ 

Add  ress _ _ _ 

- - - - - - Zip - 

Church _  District _ 

Studies 

Everyone  participates  in  Bible  Study  (Daniel) 

Choose  one  of  the  following: 

Native  Peoples  of  North  America  (  ) 

Caring  for  God's  Earth  (  ) 

Address  if  not  staying  on  campus _ 

_ Phone _ 

Check  here  if  attending  for  first  time 


HOUSING 

Name _ 

Address _ 

- Zip. 

Roommate  preferred _ 

(please  submit  together  if  possible) 

First  Floor  necessary _ 

(limited  number  available) 

Arrivhg:  Date _  Time _ 

School  I _  School  II _ 


oo  ro  rr  co  i 
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J5  Appointments  For  The 
lisiana  Annual  Conference 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

rintendent . William  F.  Mayo 


c  > 
o  x  r 

^  a  . Tracy  R.  Arnold  6 

r>  x’  sociate . Kent  A.  Kilbourne  4 

c  >  'C  sociate . Larry  Donald  Norman  3 

2i  r  Jc  sociate . Fred  Flurry  R  8 

o  n.of  Education . Carl  K.  Bray  2 

o  cr  Drive . Terral  T.  Lowe  1 

c  t.  Mark’s . Alonzo  J.  Campbell  6 

cArthur  Dr . James  W.  Jones  2 

on,  Boyce . (Herbert  Green  PTLP)  4 

Ball-Clear  Crk- 

Springhill-Pleasant  Grove . James  B.  Clay,  Jr.  OD  1 

Bethel . John  Sayes  R  3 

Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper . (Jennie  P.  Jones  SLP)  3 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Mem. -Evergreen- 

White  Chap . . . Larry  D.  O’Dell  4 

Wesley-MarshaU-Simpson- 

St.  Marks . (Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  PTLP)  8 

Coliax-Hollins  Chapel . Leon  A.  Boggs  3 

Eden . TBS. 

Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Melder....  Gary  L.  Elliott  2 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  4 

Jonesville . Sherman  L.  Beird  4 

LeCompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville . John  M.  Downs  4 

Marksville-Oak  Grove 

Simmesport . Stephen  R.  Williamson  2 

MarthavilleBeulah . Abe  M.  Conerly  R  5 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta- 

St.  Maurice . . . . C.  Jeffrey  Duke  2 

Mt.  Zion-Emman-St.  Paul, 

Cam.-St.  Paul.Ch . (Alex  Johnson  PTLP)  11 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks ...  Louis  Augustine,  IH  1 

College  Avenue-Campti . T.B.S. 

First . . James  M.  Poole  2 

Oak  Grove .  (Martin  Corie  LP)  3 

Olla-Tullos . Roy  Carroll  Young  OD  2 

Palestine . Steven  D.  Bearden  2 

Pineville,  First .  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  2 

Wesley . Joseph  Johnson,  Jr.  R  1 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel-Selma . (Bryant  Gore  LP)  1 

Provencal-Weaver . Jolly  B.  Harper  R  11 

Trout,  Justiss  Mem-Urania . . . Minns  Robertson  R  3 

Winnfield-Couley-Sanders  Chapel . Michael  D.  McLaurin  2 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Donald  J.  Hall  3 

Amite-Independence . Steven  M.  Spurlock  1 

Baker . John  Howard  Sewell  1 1 

Baker,  Associate . John  H.  Sewell  R  11 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor . Kenneth  R.  Reed  2 

Broadmoor,  Associate . Lee  McKinzie  2 

Broadmoor,  Associate . John  Eld  Dilworth  4 

Broadmoor,  Associate . James  W.  Spitzkeit  1 

Francis  Asburv . Kathy  Henderson  1 

Hughes  Mem. -Macedonia- Andrews  Ch...  William  J.  Miller  16 

Ingjeside . Fred  0.  Shirley  6 

7 
2 
5 
2 
1 

4 
1 
1 

5 


St.  Paul-Deerford . 

Winbourne-Istrouma,  Co-Pastor . Carol  Susan  Winn 

Co-Pastor . Stephen  C.  Fleming 

Beech  Grove . (Edward  Lewis  Berry  R)  . 

Bethel-Magnolia . . . Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.  6 

Blackwater . . R.  Larry  Staf ford  2 

Blackwater,  Associate Pennington  Morgan  2 

Carpenter’s  Chapel . L.  W.  Taylor  R  1 

Clinton: 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . Robert  Williams  1 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel- 

Jackson  Chapel . (Oscar  L.  Brown  PTLP)  2 

Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek . Larry  Robertson  2 

Concord-New  Hope . T.B.S. 

Center-Darlington . (Paul  Singletary,  Sr.  PTLP)  5 

Day’s . ; . T.B.S. 

Denham  Springs,  First . Roy  E.  Mouser  1 

Roberts-St.  Luke . Clarence  L.  Hillard  14 

Faithful-New  River . (Jay  V.  Daigle  LP)  10 

Friendship-Corbin .  (Thomas  Wilson)  1 

Hammond-First,  Tickfaw . DeWitt  M.  Ginn  1 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . Richard  R.  Meek  3 

Greensburg- W esley  Chapel . Wallace  P.  Blackwood  4 

Jackson-Ethel . Joe  A.  Hoover  3 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . James  R.  Woodward  2 

Live  Oak . Brady  B.  Forman  2 

Livingston-James  Chapel- 

Mangum  Chapel . (Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.,  PTLP)  4 

Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel . (Percy  Mac  Frazier  PTLP)  2 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier . T.B.S. 

Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel- 

Wesley . (Joseph  E.  Moore  PTLP)  2 

St.  Francisville-Tunica . (Harold  Babin  PTLP)  14 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . (Ellen  Montegudo  LP)  l 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge . Don  Novey  OD  1 

Walker . Mark  R.  Martin  2 

Zachary,  First . John  David  Corley  2 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . ...; . Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.  6 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . Mark  Meier  6 

Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor  Memorial . George  W.  C.  Calvin  17 

First . Joe  W.  McClain  2 

First,  Associate . Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr.  1 

First,  Minister  of  Youth . Willis  W.  Dear  8 

First,  Minister  of  Music . Franklin  Poole  3 

First,  Associate . ...  Lonnie  M.  Sibley  1 

Neely-HartzeU . Donald  R.  Avery  14 

St.  Mark . Kenneth  M.  Fisher  6 

Wesley . Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  26 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University . J.  P.  Woodland  6 

Wm.  B.  Reily  Mem.  Univ., 

Associate . Kenneth  M.  Carroll  8 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity . Major  M.  Goldman  3 

First-McGowan . J.  Vernon  Fairley  1 

Grand  River-Donaldsonville,  First . (Darryl  A.  Tate  LP)  3 

St.  Peter,  D’ville-St.  James,  Belle  Rose . (Bernard  Smith)  5 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . .(John  W.  Guyre) 

(Mai . 


St.  Paul-Briggs-Mt.  Zion . (Marshall  Wesley)  7 

St.  Peter-Godman . John  D.  Sadler  2 

Lafayette: 

Asbury . L.  Ray  Branton  7 

Asbury,  Associate . Weldon  Bares  6 

Asbury,  Associate . . Charles  R.  Langford  4 

Asbury,  Associate . Richard  L.  Behling  1 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia . Allen  Wayne  Evans  7 

First . Ira  M.  Robinson  1 

First,  Associate . William  V.  Sirman  R  3 

Church  of  the  Covenant . .....Steven  W.  Caraway  2 

Mallalieu-St.  James . . . Howard  L.  Milo  2 

Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz  Springs . Charles  D.  Beach  OD  3 

Melville-Palmetto . Kenneth  Chapman  OD  13 

New  Iberia,  First . Hugh  L.  Baker  2 

New  Roads,  First . T.B.S. 

St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel . (Fulton  A.  Raymond, Sr.  PTLP)  3 

Opelousas: 

La.  Memorial-Port  Barre . William  M.  McCutcheon  5 

St.  Mark . Henry  Gage  9 

Plaquemine,  First . George  B.  Cunningham  9 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke . (Thomas  Wesley  PTLP)  2 

Mallalieu-Mt.  Zion . (Walter  Barabin  R  6 

St.  Paul-St.  James . J.  w.  Wilson  R  3 

St.  Peter-Green-Wiley . (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP)  6 

Scott  Chapel-Shiloh . Charles  L.  Washington  1 

Verdunville,  Fitzgerald . (Lawrence  H.  Pate  PTLP)  3 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Woodrow  W.  Smith  2 

Cameron,  Wakerfield-Grand  Chenier ...  Edwin  H.  House.  Jr.  4 


Church  Point-Maxie-Ville  Platte . .  (Nathan  T.  Avant  LP)  8 

Crowley,  First . W.  Spiller  Milton  2 

DeQuincy,  First . Robert  E.  Townsend  2 

DeRidder: 

First . Clyde  W.  Averett  2 

Wesley-Merry ville . William  G.  Willson  2 

Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove . Heaton  B.  Crammer  R  2 

Eunice,  Firal-Iota . William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  4 

Fairview-Sweetlake . A.  Swindell  Hodges,  Jr.  2 

Gueydan . (Joe  L.  Rountree)  3 

Iowa,  First-Hayes, 

A. A.  Bernard  Mem . (Robert  D  Hutson  LP)  4 

Jennings: 

First . Larry  Maddin  2 

Trinity . . . (J.  David  Strozier)  4 

Kinder-Oberlin-Basile . Franklin  J.  Chlastak  2 

Lake  Arthur . - . David  R.  DeWitt  1 

Lake  Charles. 

First . J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  3 

First,  Associate . Walter  L.  Parr,  Jr.  1 

First,  Minister  of  Visitation . Carl  F.  Lueg  R  6 

Oak  Park . Robert  W.  Bengtson  2 

St.  Luke-Simpson . Thomas  A.  Dunbar  1 

University . Angus  L.  Carruth  1 

Warren . Richard  H.  Harry  9 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove . Lewis  L.  Olmsted  4 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia . (Alphonse  Xnoyer  LP)  1 

Moss  Bluff . (Glynn  L.  Foreman  LP)  2 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie . Gary  L.  Van  Horn  2 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck . John  B.  Koelemay  R  4 

Ragley,  Squyres . Cecil  C.  Mims  R  2 

Raymond-Elton . (Douglas  E.  Milliron  LP)  4 

Rayne, Centenary-Ebeneezer- 

Branch . Douglas  R.  Foreman  4 

Roanoke-Crowley,  Wesley . (Homer  V.  Bailes)  15 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial . Robert  L.  Potter  3 

Henning  Mem.,  Associate . D.  W.  Poole  R  7 

Maplewood . (A.  Richard  Poss)  3 

Wesley-Hackberry . Carolyn  P.  Brannon  2 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial . Raymond  M.  Crofoot  6 

Welsh: 

First . M.  C.  Cady  2 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity . (Eddie  Francis  LP)  2 

Westlake . Theo  S.  Standley  6 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent .. . Byrl  J.  Moreland  1 

Baskin-Union . J.  P.  McKeithen  R  2 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston . . Ray  R.  Spiller  1 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge . Frank  M.  Jones  1 

Beekman . Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  R  3 

Columbia-Hebert . John  L.  Vining  3 

Crew  Lake-Reveille . (E.  Eugene  Kimble)  2 

Delhi . J.  R.  Scott  Welch  5 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . (John  Locascio  SLP)  4 

Ferriday-Clayton . J.  C.  Skinner  2 

Grayson-Kelly . Alfred  C.  Bakewell,  HI  1 

Kilbume- Locust  Grove . Steven  Porter  1 

Lake  Providence . Paul  W.  Carter  2 

Mangham-Crowville .  (C.  Wayne  Flowers  LP)  2 

Monroe: 

First . Kirby  A.  Vining  4 

First,  Associate . .  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  2 

Memorial . Byrd  L.  Terry  4 

St.  James-Mount  Olive . Woodrow  Harmon  OD  3 

St.  Markus-Little  Creek . M.  Ray  Holt  5 

St.  Paul . Robert  S.  Murray  R  8 

St.  Paul’s . W.  Dwight  Ramsey  3 

St.  Paul’s,  Associate . Jack  D.  Phelps  1 

Southside........ . . . L.....  (Joe  D.  Solomon) 
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Covington: 

•  First . Edwin  J.  Barksdale  10 

J  Fitzgerald-Waldheim . . . T.B.S. 

FYanklinton. 

*  Centenary-Fisher . Robert  I.  Galatas  3 

r  Winam-Hayes  Chapel . ;. . .  Terrence  S.  August  6 

Gonzales: 

i  St.  Landry . . . . . (Dan  Washington  PTLP)  4 

Hammond: 

;  Wesley  Chapel . . . William  M.  Jacocks  12 

Lacombe . Kathryn  J.  Dauphin  2 

liaPlace: 

1  First . ■ . Richard  C.  Hebert  3 

Lutcher: 

r  Lutcher . ■:.... . Riley  Sanson,  Jr.  OD  2 

Lutcher  Chapel-St.  James, 

Convent . .; . (Louis  Augustine,  Jr.  LP)  1 

Mandeville: 

jSt.  Timothy-on-the-North-Shore . M.  Eugene  Finnell  6 

Metairie: 

Metairie . Richard  Dorsey  Gillespie,  Jr.  3 

Munholland . C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  2 

Munholland,  Associate . (Charles  Strong  LP)  2 

New  Orleans: 

Bethany . Leslie  P.  Norris  2 

Brooks . j, . Samuel  W.  Walker  R  2 

First . . . Daniel  W.  Tohline  1 

Gentilly . J.  William  Gregg  2 

Grace-Metropolitan  Ministries . William  R.  London,  Jr.  3 

Greater  New  Orleans  Probe  Ministry 

Felicity . C.  David  Billings.  Jr.  1 

St.  Mark’s . Cornelius  Betz  1 

St.  Philip 

Hartzell-Ray  Avenue . (James  S.  Davidson)  10 

LaHarpe-Thompson . Andrew  J.  Douglas  18 

Lake  Vista . Donice  W.  Alverson  14 

St.  Andrew-N.O.  East . Douglas  L.  Cain  3 

N.O.  East,  Associate . Randall  E.  Campbell  1 

St.  Luke’s . . James  O.  Evans  5 

Spanish  Ministries . Marta  L.  Sanfiel  2 

Trinity-John  Wesley . Mickey  D.  Stringfield  4 

Pearl  River: 

Pearl  River-Talisheek . Ronald  D.  Dauphin  2 

Ponchatoula: 

First-Lee’s  Landing . William  I.  Eubanks  3 

First-Lee’s  Landing,  Associate . S.  Burl  Dampier  R  5 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . William  D.  Peeples  1 

Aldersgate,  Associate . Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr.  1 

First . Edward  0.  Pickens  1 

First,  Associate . Kenneth  Wayne  Irby  2 

First,  Associate . James  W.  Ailor  R  6 

First,  Associate . Helen  P.  Marcussen  1 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell . J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.  7 

Springfield. 

First-Huff’s  Chapel-Maurepas . (R.  Laney  Kuhn  LP)  2 

St.  James-Ninde  Chapel . (Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP)  3 

Vamado: 

Vamado-Sun-Bush . Karl  D.  Wood  16 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  2 

Ansley . William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  26 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah . Terry  C.  Willis  2 

Athens-Crossroads . Cleburne  Quaid  R  1 


Southside,  Associate. .":.V:!fZ.j^“^rrrStweri-Casev‘--  T  ^BeniicerBeech  Grove-jSummerfield - ...  (John  R.  Oldham)  4 

L  ^ - ~ - -  -  -  -  Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange . (Rowland  Reed  SLP)  2 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village . Michael  Roberts  OD  1 

Chathara-Centerpoint . (Thomas  C.  Beeler  LP)  4 

Choudrant-Douglas . Brenda  Layman  5 

Clay. . TBS. 

Cdncord . Frederick  Mead  R  3 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley . Fred  B.  Moore  2 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo . (H.  Austin  Smith)  4 

Dyyline-Sibley . '. . T.B.S. 

Dhbach . . . Merlin  W.  Merrill  R  2 

Eros- Antioch . William  B.  Shaw  R  4 

Farmerville . Lester  N.  Nance  5 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove . T.B.S. 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona . T.B.S. 

Haynesville-Shongaloo . George  McVay  1 

Heflin-Brush  wood . (S.  Alvin  Mayo  LP)  2 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . Douglas  L.  Davis  2 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel . James  Humphreys  1 

Jonesboro . Arthur  M.  Baker  2 

Manon-Bird’s  Chapel . (Fay  Barr-Hartung  LP)  1 

McIntyre . (Donn  M.  Kurtz  PTLP)  4 

Minden: 

First . Robert  Burgess  2 

First,  Associate . (Joe  E.  Hunter  (PTLP)  3 

First,  Associate . (Ricky  Willis  SLP)  2 

Lakeview . James  McLelland  1 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem . (Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP)  2 

Quitman-Faith . : . (Gordon  L.  Smith,  Sr.  LP)  4 

Ringgold-Castor . Donald  Morgan  2 

Ruston: 

Trinity . Chris  H.  Andrews  2 

Trinity,  Associate . August  Aamodt  1 

*— -:-A-  ‘  7 
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Oak  Grove-Forest . George  H.  Sherman,  Jr.  6 

Oak  Ridge . .-. . James  E.  Wilson  10 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge . Burton  F.  Blair  2 

St.  Andrew  s-Bartholomew . Houston  Roberts  1 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley . Stephen  P.  Carter  1 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . William  H.  Willis  2 

Tallulah . B.  Ramon  Warren  1 

Vidalia . David  F.  Fortuna  2 

Washington  Circuit . (Joe  Brown  LP)  17 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury . . . (Lionel  J.  Marcel)  3 

Claiborne-Willhite . Elmer  B.  Fant  1 

Faith . M.  Jack  O’Dell  2 

First . Harry  A.  Harrington,  Jr.  2 

First,  Associate . . Kibbie  H.  Behling  4 

McGuire . J.  Roddy  Taylor  3 

Woodlawn . (Pete  J.  Medak  PTLP)  11 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . Tom  O.Crosby  Jr.  2 

Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie . .  Mark  B.  Benge  2 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . William  C.  Blakely  6 

Berwick . James  W.  Mitchell  2 

Buras,  Trinity-Hope  Chapel . Lillard  R.  Bevill  5 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle . Jerry  M.  James  2 

Houma: 

First,  Co-Pastor . Carole  Cotton- Winn  8 

Co-Pastor . John  Winn  8 

Houma  Heigh ts-Clanton  Chapel . (Gary  N.  Cook  LP)  2 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . . T.B.S 

Luling-St.  John . Timothy  E.  Lawson  2 

Mathews,  Memorial-Bayou  Blue . Lloyd  A.  Foreman  2 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel . James  R.  Schaub  1 

Walmsley-Mason . (Donald  Barrie)  2 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn . (Albert  Holland  LP)  7 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers,  First . W.  Ed  Parks,  Sr.  3 

Asbury-St.  Matthew . William  L.  Jones  5 

Aurora . W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  1 

Aurora,  Associate . Doug  deGraffenreid  3 

Belle  Chasse-St.  James,  Marrero . Calvin  0.  Lapuyade  2 

Boynton . : . : . T.B.S. 

Carrollton . Leland  D.  Wade  4 

First  Street . Abraham  E.  Davis  12 

First  Street,  Associate . Robert  S.  Taylor  R  2 

Gretna . Bob  L.  Lawton  1 

Haven . Russell  L.  Jones  8 

Jefferson-Christ . Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr.  10 

Kenner: 

First . L.  Deen  Thompson  1 

Messiah . . . Rod  Kennedy  OD  2 

Ross-Thomas . (Burnell  Bell  LP)  2 

Korean . Chang  Kyu  Lee  2 

Mount  Zion . T.B.S. 

Napoleon  Avenue . Melvin  j.  Turnage  3 

Parker  Memorial . (Dwight  E.  Huff  LP)  3 

. Julius  Jefferson  4 

Peoples-People  Community 

Center . (Percell  Church,  Sr.  LP)  3 

Philips  Memorial-Shaw  Temple . Alfred  Pollar  6 

Rayne  Memorial . Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  7 

Rayne  Memorial,  Associate . James  F.  Comer  1 

St.  Matthew’s . George  A.  Duerson  4 

Haul . Wesley  C.  Reagan  OD  1 

Trinity-St.  James,  Hahnville . Harold  Grant  1 

Wesley . Nathaniel  Williams  R  3 

Williams . (Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr.  PTLP)  6 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista . (John  W.  Raines  LP)  2 

Thibodaux. 

First-Vacherie-Gibson . Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr  1 

Calvary-Magnolia . Curtis  Johnson  1 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . stone  W.  Caraway  3 

Angie: 

Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s 

Chapel . (Robert  Nelson  Brown  LP)  6 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . Eddie  E.  Morgan  2 

Thirkield-Harrys  Chapel . (Wesley  Cyprian  LP)  4 

Chalmette: 

St  Bernard-Arabi . (Robert  W  Peterson)  4 


Trinity,  Associate . M  Roily  Walker 

Grace . Larry  Miller 

Wesley  Chapel . Doug  Ezell  OD 

Simsboro-Salem-Antioch . Cage  M.  McLemore 

Springhill-Sarepta . Charles  B.  Humphreys  . 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen . (W.  Paul  Cassels  R)  10 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . w  Odell  Simmons 

5fnt0“--; . Charles  B  Roper 

Blanchard . john  r.  j0(,ns 

Bossier  City: 

t?rksdale . (Ron  Smith  LP) 

Firet . . . . j0hn  Lee 

First,  Associate . (Chris  Curry  LP) 

St  Stephen's . Hulen  C.  Warren 

Coushatta-Wesley . Thomas  J  Logan 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit . (Donald  Johnson  PTLP) 

Fairview-McDonald-New 

Light-Providence . (Oscar  E.  Player  LP)  8 

Greenwood-Bethany . (John  Lavo)  4 

Hosston-Gilliam-Belcher . Richard  Humphries  2 

Ida ....  ...  . Robert  E.  Carter  R  2 

Keatchie-Shiloh .  TBS 

Logans port-Bethel . Z“Z  .Kdward  C  Henkei  2 

Umgstreet-Stonewall . Robert  E.  Taylor  13 

Love  Chapel-Haughton . Rupert  D.  Coles  3 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane . C.  Gerald  Richardson  2 

Many-Bayou  Scie . Louis  Coppage  1 

Moonngsport-Oil  City . Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr.  12 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel . L.  Patterson  Culligan  2 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican . . . Dorothy  McGowen  2 

Pleas.  Vall.-Mt.  Zion-Bonchest- 

St- Matt. . . (Willie  Jackson  SLP)  5 

Rsa-Tayls  Ch-Jms  Ch-Hskns- 

Brdfd  Ch-Pil  R . (0scar  Tippin  PTLP)  1 

Vivian-Rodessa . William  E.  Nolan  4 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor . H.  Warren  Blakeman  4 

Broadmoor.  Associate . Edward  Thomas  R  1 

Broadmoor.  Associate . James  W  Matthews  R  8 

Broadmoor,  Associate . George  F.  Pearce,  Jr  R  4 

Caddo  Heights-Keithville . John  N.  Williams  2 

Cedar  Grove . Marie  P  Williams  2 

L“‘st.  :  . . . Jacks.  Winegeart  2 

Christ  Associate . S.  Kemper  Smith  2 

Ellerbe  Road  . Benedict  A  Galloway  R  3 

Fairfield-Jewella . (Dan  C.  Simon  LP)  1 

F“*‘  ■; . ; . John  E.  Fellers  2 

First,  Associate . t  Edward  Boyd  1 

First,  Associate . Carl  E.  Rhoads,  HI  11 

First,  Associate . w.  D.  Boddie  R  3 


The  Bishop’s  Corner 

An  Apology 

My  sincerest  apologies  to  the  women  clergy  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  male  pronoun  in  last  week’s  Bishop's  Corner.'  It  was 
copied  verbatim  from  an  old  newspaper  publication  and  I  failed  to 
proofread  it.  We  did  appoint  three  women  clergy  to  new  appoint¬ 
ments  this  year  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  the  article  ap¬ 
plies  to  them  also.  I  regret  this  error  and  I  apologize  to  all. 

Walter  L.  Underwood 


Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion . (Levi  Moore  PTLP)  1 

Lakeview . Howard  B.  Childs  4 

Mangum . Lael  S.  Jones  3 

Mangum,  Associa  te . Da  le  Holstein  1 

Momingside . James  Constable  1 

Noel . . . Charles  B.  Simmons  1 

Noel,  Associate . Dale  McKinley  Haggard  2 

Noel,  Associate.. . Fred  W.  Schwendimann  R  6 

North  Highlands . John  Scarf  1 

St.  James- Round  Grove . James  A.  Graham*  7 

St.  Luke’s . Donald  K.  McDowell  4 

St.  Paul . Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  9 

Summer  Grove . Don  Cottrill  2 

Summer  Grove,  Associate . Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  R  2 

Trinity . E.  J.  Martin  4 

Wynn . (Harold  W.  Longfellow)  15 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . George  L.  Thomas  15 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble . Mel  Zerger  1 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN  CON  STRUCT. 

Exec  Director  of  Financial  Affairs . .  .James  J  Caraway  BRH  7 

Exec  Director  of  Council  on  Ministries . Harvey  G.  Williamson  BRH  4 

Director  of  Special  Ministries . — . Roger  D  Lathan  BRL  2 

Director  of  Education  Ministries . . John  M  Braden  BRH  2 

Assoc  Prof  of  Phil.  &  Rel.  Studies  SMU . Benjamin  A  Petty  NOH  33 

Prof. /Teaching  Min  ,  Iliff  Sch.  Th . Clarence  H  Snelling  Jr  NOH  22 

Director  of  Admissions,  Perkins  Sch  SMU . Linn  C.  Richardson  S  4 

Prof  of  Social  Ethics.  Candler  Sch.  Th . Theodore  R.  Weber  NOH  28 

Off  of  Fid  Ser,  BGM  Nat  Div . . James  E  Christie  R  7 

President,  Cent  Coll.  Shreveport . . . Donald  A  Webb  S  9 

President  Gammon  Theological  School . Alfred  Norris  NOH  1 

Chap  8c  Assoc  Prof  of  Rel.  Centenary  Coll . Robert  Ed  Taylor  S  25 

Assoc  Pro  of  Chr  Ed  8c  Ch  of  Dep  Rel  Cent . Donald  G.  Emler  S  9 

Dir  CSC  Program.  Cent  Coll . . 

Exec  Du-  La  Interchurch  Conf _ _ 

Exec.  Dir  ReUred  Ministers'  Homes  Bd 

La  Tech  Univ..  Campus  Minister . . 

McNeese  Umv.  Campus  Minister . 

Northeast  La  Umv  Campus  Minister 
Northwestern  La  Umv  Campus  Minister 
Southeastern  La  Univ  Campus  Minister 
Southern  University  Campus  Minister 

TUCM  -  LSU  Campus  Minister  . . 

Tulane  University  Campus  Minister  _ _ 

Umv  of  Southwestern  La  Camp  Min 
UNO.  SUNO.  Delgado  Campus  Minister 

Wesiey  Com  Or.  Atlanta.  Ga  •  GBGM  William  Craig  Tay'lor  NOS  3 
Miss,  to  Liberia-Gbarnga  Sch  of  Theology . Ester  L  Hammond  LC  5 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EX  TEN  MINISTR. 

Supt.,  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans . Conrad  P  Edwards  NOH  3 

SupL,  Peoples  Community  Center . (Percell  Church.  Sr  LP)  NOH  3 

Chaplain/Dir  PastCare,  Pendleton  Mem  Hos . Paul  G  Durbin  NOS  10 

Chaplain.  Pendleton  Meth.  Hosp . Judy  E  Nelson  NOS  4 

Chap.  Meth.  Chil.  Home/Dir 

of  Developmt. - - - - - Douglas  T.  Williams.  Jr  R  12 

Supt.  Camp  Istrouma  **., - - - (J  Monroe  Wilkes)  BRH  24 

Chap.  East  La  St  Hosp.  Jackson  Walter  C  Worthy  BRH  15 

Military  Chaplain  US  Air  Force  . .  John  Whitley  BRH  2 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Army  Willie  Lee  Henry  NOS  12 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Navy, .  Robert  G  Rowland  R  11 

Chaplain.  Vet  Admin  Dallas  Thomas  M  Babington.  Ill  BRL  19 

Chaplain.  V  A  Medical  Center . . . — .  J  w  Williams  NOS  6 

Chaplain.  Dixon  Correctional  Institute  .  Bertrand  Griffin  BRL  9 

Dir  /Pastoral  Care.  Central  La  St  Hosp  Roland  K  Fnedncb  A  22 

Assoc  Chap.,  Baton  Rouge  Medical  Ctr . Henry  E.  Pickett,  Sr  BRH  10 

Consult.  E.  Dallas  Coop.  Par  Min . George  Holcombe  M  3 

Campus  Min..  Univ  of  Calif..  San  Diego . Robert  J.  Wagener  NOH  3 

Director,  N  O.  Metro  Ministries . William  R.  London,  Jr  NOS  14 

Chaplain,  S.C.  Dept.  Youth  Services . Howard  D  Ellzev  BRL  13 

Chap./Prof,  of  Rel..  Curry  Colege . W  Russell  Pregean’t  BRH  14 

Dir  Youth  Care  Serv/Juliette  Fowler  Home.. . Joseph  E.  Fogle  NOS  8 

Chap /Dir  Past  Care.  Mem  Med  Ctr,  Sprfld,  IL . Roy  B  Nash  NOH  8 

Rehab  Tech/Chap  Alco  Reh  Ctr. 

VA  Hosp,  NO . . . . . Clarence  G.  Fuller  NOS  6 

Chap.  Desert  Samar.  Hosp.  Mesa  AR . Dan  R.  Allen  S  6 

SPECIAL  APPTS.  BEYOND  LOCAL  CH.  STRUCT. 

Exec  Dir  Creative  Min  Assoc  Durham.  NC . Cathy  Carlson  M  10 

GROUP-Dir/Work  &  Mission  Camps.  Colorado  . . Jerry  Hilbun  S  2 

Assist  Dean  of  Students.  Univ  of  Wise . William  Douglas  McLean  R  1 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 
Perkins  School  of  Theology . . . . . Debra  1 


Herbert  M  Scott  S  8 
James  L  Stovall  BRH  10 

- - James  L  Adams  A  1 

- William  M  Stokes.  Jr  R  29 

. Wayne  G  Taylor  LC  4 

. -....James  E  Wilson  M  17 

.  Barbara  Smith  Duke  A  3 

.  William  M  Jacocks  BRH  12 

(Wilbur  G  C  Davis  LP)  BRL  3 
Randall  K  Nichols  BRL  3 
......  David  G  Trickett  NOH  3 

. - . R  Don  Ross  BRL  8 

Melissa  L  Draper  NOS 


Candler  School  of  Theology 
Garrett  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Caodler  School  of  Theology 
Gammon  School  of  Theology 
Garemont  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Caodler  School  of  Theology 
Oral  Roberts  University 


Brazzel  BRL 

—  . Kenneth  Bowman  M 

Mollie  S  Clements  NOS 
Jayne  Trammel-Kelly  S 

- Kathy  Clark-Dickens  S 

. Harold  Graot  LC 

Millicent  C.  Feske  NOS 
Steven  Kelly  NOH 
Randall  B  Scrivener  NOH 

—  John  Van  Dickens  S 
Miles  Thomas  Holladay  S 


DISABILITY  LEAVE 


.  _  .  .  . 

Disability  Leave . 

3 

Disability  Leave . 

Leave  of  Absence 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

* 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

■j 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence 

Leave  of  Absence . 

DIAGONAL  MINISTERS 

Dir.  of  Christian  Education.  Jeff . Barbara  C  Einsel  BRH 

Children  s  Coordinator.  GBD.„ . . . Barbara  Garcia  M 

Dir  Conf  Rel/Div  of  Diac  Min  Nashv .  Joaquin  Garcia  M 

Guidance  Counsellor,  Merryville,  H.S .  Norma  K  Garlington  LC 

Dir.  of  Christian  Education.  Horseshoe . Patricia  Haulk  Hogan  A 

Director  of  Music.  Zachary . Sidney  Montegudo  BRH 

Db-  of  Christian  Educ,  First  UMC.  Monroe  . . Doris  P  Sheppard  M 

Dir.  of  Christian  Educ..  Munholland . Lylln  Guth  Craig  NOS 


DEACONESS 

Clin.  Soc  Worker.  Belle  Chasse  School . 


Evelyn  J  Murphree  NOH 


TRANSFERRED  IN 

From  South  Indiana  Conference . Karl  D.  Wood 

From  North  Mississippi  Conference  .  Robert  Stephen  Casey 

From  Ohio  West  Conference  .  Dale  E  Holstein 

From  Nebraska  Conference  . . . .  ^e|  Zerger 

From  Southwest  Texas  Conference .  Waiter  Parr 

From  North  Texas  Conference  William  Douglas  McLean 

From  Memphis  Conference  niff  C  Wright  Jr 

From  Memphis  Conference  — . . .  James  F  Comer 

From  Texas  Conference  . - .  John  E  Fellers 

From  Wyoming  Conference  . Chang  Kyu  Lee 

TRANSFERRED  OUT 
To  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 

To  Mississippi  Conference . 

To  Nebraska  Conference . 

To  Texas  Conference . . . . 


Martha  M.  Orpbe 
Sale  Trice  Lilly.  Jr. 
Arch  Elwood  Fleming 
- . James  W  Moore 
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Paul  Longs treth 
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■Editorial  . . 

The  church’s  best-kept  secret 


I'm  absolutely  convinced  that  the 
way  to  revitalize  the  church  is  by  revi¬ 
talizing  the  Sunday  school." 

That  recent  statement  by  Bishop  Wal¬ 
ter  Underwood,  leader  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Louisiana  Area,  may  strike 
some  as  predictable  hype  or  as  a  casual 
overstatement  (see  UMR,  May  31). 

But  Bishop  Underwood’s  actions  dur¬ 
ing  his  first  year  in  Louisiana  show  that 
he  is  anything  but  casual  in  his  emphasis 
on  Sunday  school. 

At  Bishop  Underwood’s  urging.  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodists  have  begun  near¬ 
ly  300  adult  Sunday-school  classes  since 
October.  As  a  result,  he  expects  next 
year’s  church  membership  reports  to 
show  a  big  increase. 

We  think  Bishop  Underwood  is  on  to 
something. 

As  his  colleague,  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke  of  the  Arkansas  Area,  pointed  out 
in  May  at  the  Council  of  Bishops  meet¬ 
ing,  church  membership  typically  fol- 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Longview,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  800  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Greggton  UMC  in 
Longview,  Texas  (Texas  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual 
conference  and  general  religious  news 
and  opinion  and  are  mailed  directly  to 
the  homes  of  church  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Longview,  we 
say,  "Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again.  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


lows  the  direction  of  Sunday-school 
attendance  (see  UMR.  May  24).  That’s 
understandable.  Over  the  years.  Sunday 
school  has  been  an  effective  “point  of  en¬ 
try”  for  people  who  have  not  yet  made  a 
commitment  to  join  a  church  or  a  deci¬ 
sion  to  follow  Christ. 

Regrettably,  that  lesson,  while  "old 
hat"  to  some,  seems  to  have  been  lost  in 
many  quarters  of  the  church,  particular¬ 
ly  in  certain  geographical  areas.  Far  too 
many  pastors  and  church  leaders  mini¬ 
mize  Sunday  school’s  importance. 
Church  school  is  frequently  dismissed  as 
being  primarily  for  children  or  as  a  sec¬ 
ond-rate  adjunct  to  the  "real”  church— 
the  worship  service. 

It  is  unsurprising  therefore  that  Sun¬ 
day-school  attendance  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  has  declined  50  percent 
since  1964.  As  a  result,  many  under¬ 
standably  have  given  the  Sunday  school 
up  for  dead. 

The  Louisiana  experience  shows,  how¬ 
ever,  that  such  is  not  necessarily  the 
case.  In  fact,  judging  by  the  enthusiastic 
response  to  Bishop  Underwood’s  leader¬ 
ship,  the  need  and  support  for  Sunday 
school  may  be  one  of  the  church’s  best- 
kept  secrets. 

And  although  it  is  not  a  panacea,  an 
active  Sunday  school  may  be  one  of  the 
most  underrated  forms  of  grass-roots 
evangelism.  As  such,  it  is  an  effective 
way  to  bring  people  into  a  meaningful 
relationship  with  Christ  and  to  reverse 
the  church’s  membership  decline. 

We  hope  that  all  bishops  and  other 
church  leaders  will  consider  giving  simi¬ 
lar  priority  to  starting  new  Sunday 
schools  and  encouraging  existing  ones. 
In  some  cases,  that  might  mean  giving 
Sunday  school  a  second  or  third  chance 
where  previous  efforts  have  failed  or 
seemed  unfruitful. 

With  positive,  persistent  leadership, 
and  a  willingness  to  provide  help  start¬ 
ing  new  classes,  Sunday  schools  predict- 
ably  will  grow  — to  the  benefit  of 
individuals,  the  church  and  God’s  wider 
kingdom. 


_ the  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

What  hymn  do  you  want? 

The  committee  responsible  for  revising  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Hymns  wants  to  know  what  church  members  think 
should  be  done.  With  that  in  mind,  the  Reporter  raises  the 
following  questions.  Your  responses  by  the  July  1  deadline  may 
become  the  basis  for  an  article  in  the  Reporter  and  will  be 
shared  with  the  committee. 

(1).  What  one  hymn  in  the  present  hymnal  do  you  want  to  be 
sure  is  included  in  the  new  hymnal? 


Why? 


(2).  What  one  hymn  not  in  the  present  hymnal  do  you  want  to 
be  sure  is  included  in  the  new  hymnal? 


Why? 


(3).  What  one  hymn  in  the  present  hymnal  do  you  want  to  be 
sure  is  excluded  from  the  new  hymnal? 


Why? 


(4).  In  25  words  or  less,  what  advice  do  you  have  for  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee? 


Clip  and  mail  your  response  by  July  1,  1985,  to: 
Hymnal  Revision 
United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.  O.  Box  660275 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 


Here  I  Stand 


JUNE  7,  1985 


Hymnal  panel  should  tap  ‘unpolled  majority 

0  the  Editor:  _  A  " 


To  the  Editor: 

I  find  the  May  17  article  concerning 
the  poll  taken  to  find  the  United  Method¬ 
ists’  favorite  hymns  to  be  a  sad  commen¬ 
tary  on  the  state  of  hymn  singing  in  our 
church. 

Are  these  the  personal  choices  of  the 
pastors  polled?  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  anyone  in  our  church  or  in  one  of 
our  neighboring  churches  who  was  asked 
what  he  or  she  liked. 

Congregations  sing  what  the  Sunday¬ 
rooming  bulletin  tells  them  to  sing.  As  a 
retired  church  organist  and  choir  direc¬ 
tor,  I’ve  seen  some  bizarre  systems  used 
by  the  pastors,  or  whoever  was  responsi¬ 
ble,  to  pick  the  morning- worship  hymns. 

I  speak  for  many  of  our  church  mem¬ 
bers  when  I  say  that  on  many  Sundays 
when  our  preacher  has  brought  us  a  par¬ 
ticularly  challenging  and  thought-pro¬ 
voking  sermon,  the  effect  of  his  message 
has  been  destroyed  by  a  totally  irrele¬ 
vant  closing  hymn. 

In  my  opinion,  if  music  is  to  have  a 
place  in  our  corporate  worship,  then  LI 
should  be  as  carefully  planned  and  per¬ 
formed  as  the  sermon. 

For  this  reason  the  pastor  has  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  selection  of  hymns  that  will 
enhance  the  total  service.  And  that  is  his 
or  her  opportunity  to  use  some  of  the 
other  great  hymns  of  our  tradition. 

I  do  agree  with  two  findings  of  the 
poll,  including  the  need  to  include  some 
of  the  best  of  the  contemporary  hymns 
and  to  use  lower  keys  for  more  comfort¬ 
able  singing. 

Please,  committee  members,  consider 
those  of  us  of  the  unpolled  majority  when 
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you  tackle  the  awesome  task  of  revising 
our  hymnal. 

Mary  L.  Armitage 
Shell  Knob,  Missouri 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  hope  Ms.  Armi- 
tage  and  other  readers  will  participate 
in  the  question  box  survey  located  at  the 
top  of  this  page.  Results  of  the  survey 
will  be  shared  with  the  hymnal  commit¬ 
tee. 

Careful  reporting  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Reporter’s  May  17  issue,  John 
Lovelace  reports,  "Two  hymns  are  run¬ 
away  favorites  of  United  Methodists.”  I 
think  he  neglected  to  add  the  word  “min¬ 
isters.” 

As  I  read  the  article,  I  found  only  cler¬ 
gy  were  surveyed.  While  the  preferences 
of  the  laity  may  correspond  closely  to 
our  pastors,  the  sample  of  38,000  does 
disregard  the  preferences  of  9.4-million 
laity. 

I  am  not  suggesting  that  the  poll  needs 
to  be  expanded,  just  that  the  reporting 
be  more  careful  using  words  like 
"churchwide  survey,  etc." 

Richard  F.  Burns 
Wilbraham,  Massachusetts 

News  keeps  UMC  posted 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  is  the  best  source  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  what  is  going  on  in  the  UMC. 

Warren  Candler  Budd 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

Editorial  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  on  Bitburg  shamefully 
distorts  the  reality  of  the  reactions  to 
Bitburg,  particularly  those  of  Jews  (see 
UMR.  May  3). 

Contrary  to  what  you  stated,  news  of 
the  Bitburg  visit  did  not  uncover  “a 
deep,  burning  hatred  toward  Germany.” 

No  veteran,  Christian  or  Jewish  orga¬ 
nization  or  leader  made  any  remarks  re- 
flecting  hatred  toward  Germany. 
Rather,  they  all  reaffirmed  an  admira¬ 
tion  for  present-day  Germany  and  de¬ 
nied  any  culpability  to  it  for  what  had 
taken  place  during  World  War  II. 

Similarly,  to  say  that  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  visit  was  an  act  of  reconciliation  is 
absurd,  for  reconciliation  that  merits  ev¬ 
eryone’s  applause  has  been  taking  place 
since  the  end  of  the  war. 

Criticism  of  the  Bitburg  visit  and  the 
role  of  SS  troops  has  not  been  limited  to 
Americans  but  includes  many  people  in 
Germany,  even  its  current  president. 

To  remember  the  past  is  no  sin.  For 
Jews  or  for  Christians  to  ignore  the  sins 
of  the  past  only  contributes  to  their  repe¬ 
tition.  While  the  sins  of  the  fathers  must 
never  be  ascribed  to  their  children,  cer¬ 
tainly  evil  fathers  should  not  be  honored. 

Philip  Perlmutter 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Di§appointed  by  remarks 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disappointed  to  read  the  remarks 
of  the  United  Methodist  specialist  in  in¬ 
terfaith  relations  (see  UMR,  May  3).  Dr. 
Robert  Huston’s  observations  fail  to  re¬ 
flect  important  principles  of  Christian¬ 
ity. 

The  Scriptures  teach  us  to  pray  and 
forgive.  Jesus  clearly  told  us  that  the 
righteous  do  not  need  our  presence,  but 
the  sinners  do.  Our  distinctive  response 
to  sin  is  the  principle  of  forgiveness  and 
agape,  which  is  reflected  in  our  ability  to 
visit  the  remains  of  our  enemies. 


WE  CHRISTIANS 
SHOULP  GET 
STIRREP  UP  ABOUT 
ALL  THE  EVILS 

IN  OUR  SOCIETY 

BUT  IN  THE  816 
ISSUES  OF  UFE 

I  SEEM  TO  FAIL 
TO  TAKE  A  STAMP 

BUT  1  PONT  0E- 
UIEYE  OOP  WANTS 
ME  TO  BE  A 
TROUBLE  MAKER 
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God  has  called  our  enemies  to  repen¬ 
tance.  What  right  have  we  to  withhold 
our  forgiveness  and  assume  that  God 
does  likewise? 

Susan  Kumpf 
Normandy,  Missouri 

Column  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Praise  God  for  "hearts  that  pound  and 
beat  out  of  control”  when  they  hear  false 
teaching  and  will  speak  out  as  Lois  Olson 
did  in  the  May  24  "My  Witness”  column. 

May  the  Holy  Spirit  whom  the  Father 
sent  in  Jesus’  name  continue  to  teach  us 
all  things  (John  14:26). 

Minnazelle  Danley 
Bakersfield,  California 

Headline  appalling 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Social  Principles  indicate  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  opposed  to 
the  death  penalty. 

So  it  was  appalling  to  see  a  headline  in 
the  May  3  issue  indicating  the  death  sen¬ 
tence  was  given  for  murdering  a  pastor. 
Nowhere  in  the  news  that  followed  did 
the  writer  state  that  the  penalty  did  not 
coincide  with  the  stance  of  the  church. 

What  is  the  church’s  position  in  the 
case  described?  Does  our  church’s  posi¬ 
tion  only  apply  to  murder  of  the  laity 
and  not  to  clergy? 

Del  Coyle 
Jupiter,  Florida 

Thanks  forgeries 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  an  avid  reader  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  for  many  years,  but  nothing  has 
been  as  exciting  to  me  as  the  series  of  ar¬ 
ticles  by  Spurgeon  Dunnam. 

I  look  forward  each  week  to  learning 
about  a  different  part  of  Africa  and  what 
United  Methodists  are  doing  there.  I  feel, 
through  Mr.  Dunnam’s  excellent  writing, 
that  I  have  almost  been  there. 

I  hope,  when  he  returns,  that  all  his 
writings  from  Africa  will  be  published  in 
book  form.  I  certainly  want  a  copy! 

Thanks  for  all  the  information,  excite¬ 
ment,  inspiration  and,  most  of  all,  the 
challenges,  Mr.  Dunnam  is  offering  us. 

Jackie  Browning 
Kilgore,  Texas 

Disabled  people  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  recent  letters  to  the  editor  made 
references  to  a  severely  disabled  child 
that  were  grossly  judgmental,  insensi¬ 
tive  and  inconsistent  with  the  1983  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  "Guidelines 
for  Eliminating  Racism,  Ageism,  Handi- 
capism  and  Sexism  from  United  Method¬ 
ist  Resource  Materials"  (see  UMR,  May 
17). 


Both  letters  also  presented  negative 
and  potentially  destructive  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  children  born  with  severe  handi¬ 
caps  that  serve  only  to  make  their 
acceptance  by  society  more  difficult. 

Barry  J.  Woodard’s  letter  referred  to 
the  child’s  life  as  “little  better  than  a 
cabbage,  less  vital  than  our  cat  and 
more  painful  than  can  be  contemplated.” 
M.  E.  Dale’s  letter  referred  to  the  child 
as  a  “vegetable”  and  further  stated  that 
he  "should  not  be  part  of  the  society.” 

I  wonder  if  Mr.  Woodard  and  Mr.  Dale 
would  have  had  the  opportunity  to  meet 
this  child— to  hold  him,  talk  to  him  and 
love  him— they  still  would  have  per¬ 
ceived  him  as  less  than  human. 

For  more  than  20  years,  I  have  worked 
with  children  who  have  severe  and  mul¬ 
tiple  disabilities.  I  have  yet  to  find  a 
“cabbage”  or  “vegetable.” 

I  have  found  children  who  have  their 
own  unique  personalities  and  share  the 
same  emotions,  likes  and  dislikes  as  the 
rest  of  us. 

Yes,  these  children  do  have  problems 
and  obstacles  to  overcome,  as  do  their 
families.  Unfortunately,  their  journeys 
through  life  are  made  more  difficult  by 
people,  including  some  Christians,  who 
take  it  upon  themselves  to  decide  what 
qualifies  one  for  being  human. 

If  history  has  taught  us  nothing  else,  it 
should  alert  us  to  the  dangers  that  occur 
when  the  majority  members  of  a  society 
decide  that  any  minority  group  does  not 
meet  criteria  for  personhood.  More  im¬ 
portantly,  we  are  all  created  in  the  im¬ 
age  of  God,  including  children  with 
disabilities. 

Doug  Guess 
Lawrence,  Kansas 

Other  ‘apartheids’  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  see  a  lot  of  resolutions,  declarations 
and  demonstrations  against  the  system 
of  apartheid  in  South  Africa.  That’s  good 
since  apartheid  is  a  horrible  and  unjust 
system  of  human  oppression. 

But  what  about  the  other  “apartheids" 
where  blacks  oppress  blacks,  as  in  Ango¬ 
la,  Zimbabwe,  Mozambique,  Ethiopia, 
etc. 

Or  where  the  white  and  black  oppress 
whites,  blacks,  Jews,  Indians,  Asians, 
Christians,  as  in  the  U.S.S.R.,  Afghani¬ 
stan,  Cuba,  Nicaragua,  Vietnam,  China, 
North  Korea,  etc. 

Are  those  oppressed  in  these  countries 
not  human  beings?  Don’t  we  feel  for 
these  oppressed  brothers  and  sisters  as 
we  feel  for  our  black  brothers  and  sisters 
in  South  Africa?  Please  help  me  under¬ 
stand  this  situation. 

Luis  Diaz  de  Arce 
Miami,  Florida 


Homosexuality  verdict 
puts  burden  on  winners 


By  ROBERT  W.  LYON 
A  year  ago,  United  Methodism’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  spoke  on  the  issue  of 
practicing  homosexuals  in  the  ministry. 
The  law  of  the  church  to  prohibit  ordina¬ 
tion  of  practicing  homosexuals  is  set,  at 
least  for  now. 

I  must  confess  that  I  was  among  those 
who  wit  some  action  was  needed,  al¬ 
though  I  was  hoping  for  something  more 
inclusive  than  reference  only  to  homo¬ 
sexuals.  Nevertheless,  I  am  still  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  "winning  side”  in  this 
struggle.  And  that  is  why  I  feel  com¬ 
pelled  to  write. 

Among  the  “winners"  (though  I  sus¬ 
pect  we  have  all  lost)  there  has  been  a 
sense  of  relief  that  the  church  was  res¬ 
cued  out  of  a  nose  dive. 

Having  settled  the  issue  (however 
temporarily)  at  the  legislative  level,  the 
hardest  part  of  our  task  is  yet  to  be  car¬ 
ried  out. 

Many  who  opposed  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  action  did  so 
out  of  an  authentic 
concern  for  “gay” 
people,  their  need  of 
the  church  and  their 
right  of  access  to 
both  the  sacraments 
and  the  solidarity  of 
the  body  of  Christ.  If  f 
we  did  not  agree  RobertLyon" 
with  their  perspective,  we  must  join 
them  in  their  concerns. 

Burden  is  on  ‘winners’ 

The  burden,  I  suggest,  is  now  on  the 
"winners”  (what  a  terribly  unbiblical 
term!)  to  prove  by  action  and  ministry 
that  the  fears  and  agonies  of  both  "gays” 
and  their  supporters  will  become  un¬ 
founded.  Specifically: 

1.  The  "winners”  must  take  the  lead  in 
confession  and  repentance  in  view  of  the 
sordid  and  ugly  history  of  oppression, 
persecution  and  alienation  fostered  by 
Christendom. 

One  cannot  get  away  from  the  church 
being  the  architect  of  (especially)  west¬ 
ern  culture’s  hostility  toward  these  peo¬ 
ple.  There  must  be  a  reversal  of  the 
victimization  of  this  part  of  the  body  of 
Christ  and  of  humankind. 

We  must  rid  our  society  of  stereo¬ 
types,  prejudice  and  myths.  If  we  "win¬ 
ners”  do  not  take  the  lead,  we  will  have 
deserved  the  charges  brought  against  us. 

2.  We  "winners”  must  demonstrate  an 
availability  that  includes  a  vulnerability 
and  an  eagerness  to  know  the  "gay"  cul¬ 
ture  and  people. 

We  must  understand  the  damage  that 
often  results  from  the  "gay”  person  hav¬ 
ing  to  hide  his  or  her  identity.  We  must 
recognize  and  sense  the  degree  of  alien¬ 
ation  that  often  results  from  an  aware¬ 
ness  of  being  different.  We  must  enter 
the  "gay”  culture  to  understand  it  and 
those  in  it. 

For  example,  some  of  our  students  at 
Asbury  Seminary  have  experienced  a  re¬ 
versal  of  attitudes  and  a  deliverance 
from  stereotypical  images  by  spending  a 
long  evening  in  a  "gay  bar.” 

3.  The  Christian  homosexual  needs  to 
be— and  to  feel— included  within  the 
church  for  the  sake  of  both  the  homosex¬ 
ual  and  the  community. 

Homosexuals  have  all  the  same  needs 
as  others— and  often  to  a  more  intense 
degree  because  of  societal  oppression. 
Christian  homosexuals  have  a  right  (Ro¬ 
mans  12:4-7)  to  experience  understand¬ 
ing  and  acceptance  within  the  body  of 
Christ. 

Even  if  a  homosexual’s  perspective  on 
his  homosexuality  differs  from  ours,  the 
full  dynamics  of  the  concept  of  the  body 
of  Christ  should  be  allowed  to  be  the  ex¬ 


perience  of  the  Christian  homosexual.  By 
that  I  mean  homosexuals  deserve  the 
same  unconditional  acceptance  and  love 
as  all  other  members  of  the  body. 

The  openness  of  Jesus  to  his  culture’s 
"forbidden  people”  is  our  model,  and  it  is; 
incumbent  on  the  people  who  belong  to- 
Him  to  duplicate  that  model  of  openness. 
E.  Stanley  Jones  reminds  us  that  “every- 
one  who  belongs  to  Jesus  Christ  belongs; 
to  everyone  who  belongs  to  Jesus 
Christ." 

Homosexuals  are  ‘the  poor’ 

4.  Homosexuals  are,  in  view  of  soci¬ 
ety’s  rejection  and  (often)  their  own  self¬ 
rejection,  to  be  included  among  what  the 
Bible  calls  “the  poor”  and  dispossessed. 
(In  the  Bible  poverty  is  always  viewed  as 
a  consequence  of  oppression,  not  of  in¬ 
competence  or  sloth.) 

They  are,  therefore,  to  have  the  spe¬ 
cial  attention  of  the  church,  an  impera¬ 
tive  Jesus  repeatedly  articulated  and 
portrayed. 

This  poverty  of  homosexuals  lies  not 
primarily  in  their  own  orientation  but  in 
the  disapprobation  and  isolation  fostered 
by  society.  They  are  among  the  suffering 
people  of  the  world  and  by  that  defini¬ 
tion  are  a  special  people  to  the  church. 

We  must  reverse  the  present  percep¬ 
tion  and  help  "gays”  and  lesbians  to 
sense  that  the  church  is  their  natural 
ally.  Isaiah  reminds  us  that  Yahweh  is 
the  one  "who  gathers  the  outcasts.” 

5.  Finally,  the  most  authentically  bib¬ 
lical  imperative  regarding  the  church 
and  homosexuals— and  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  strategy  in  the  contemporary  scene— 
is  for  Christians  who  have  determined  to 
maintain  the  historical  and  traditional 
position  to  commit  themselves  unequivo¬ 
cally  to  the  elimination  of  homophobic 
intolerance  in  both  the  church  and 
society. 

A  major  component  of  the  experience 
of  repentance  must  be  the  giving  of  one’s 
self  to  working  for  the  elimination  of  all 
injustice  still  existing  in  society. 

That,  then,  is  the  real  agenda  today, 
and  it  will  be  up  to  us  “winners”  to  prove 
ourselves.  We  are  under  divine  obligation 
to  set  the  pace  in  realizing  this  agenda. 
The  “gay”  coalitions  will  be  watching.” 

"Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express' 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor.  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Lyon,  is  a 
professor  of  New  Testament  Interpreta¬ 
tion  at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  in 
Wilmore,  Ky..  and  a  member  of  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 
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By  KAYE  GEORGE 

Some  people  build  walls 
so  quickly. 

Christians  must  ask 
God  for  the  right 
tools  to 

break  them  down 

and  how  to  design 

bridges  to  cross 

the  chasms  of  selfishness, 

apathy,  loneliness, 

insecurity,  restlessness, 

despair,  and  misunderstanding 

between  us  and 

others. 
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Thomas’  first  in  series  of  paintings 


NASHVILLE — “Thomas,  the  disciple  who  became  certain  through  doubt* 
ing,”  is  the  subject  of  this  painting  by  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Wyatt,  a  United 
Methodist  from  Tulia,  Texas.  It  is  the  first  in  a  series  on  the  apostles  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  for  Evangelism.  The  series 
will  tour  the  country,  with  proceeds  helping  support  chairs  of  evangelism  at 
United  Methodist  seminaries.  The  evangelism  foundation  also  commissioned 
Mr.  Wyatt  to  paint  “Offer  Them  Christ,”  introduced  in  1984  as  part  of  the 
American  Methodist  Bicentennial.  united  methodist  news  service  photo 


Battle : 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

When  Southern  Baptists  hold  their  an¬ 
nual  convention  in  Dallas  next  week. 
United  Methodists  and  other  non-Bap- 
tists  may  get  to  see  where  denomination¬ 
al  infighting  and  theological  intolerance 
can  lead,  several  church  leaders  told  the 
Reporter  last  week. 

Many  Southern  Baptist  leaders  are 
predicting  the  nation’s  largest  Protes¬ 
tant  denomination  faces  deep  division 
and  possible  schism. 

No  time  to  gloat  or  grieve 

“This  is  not  a  time  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  gloat  or  grieve,”  said  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
bert  Outler,  well-known  UM  historian 
and  ecumenist.  “Rather,  it  is  a  time  to 
reflect  on  Baptists’  and  United  Metho¬ 
dists’  need  for  John  Wesley’s  catholic 
spirit.  That  spirit  is  not  just  Christian 
amiability  but  is  an  acceptance  of  diverse 
views  as  long  as  they  are  tap-rooted  into 
basic  Christian  tradition.” 

He  said  the  United  Methodist  Church 
could  face  a  similar  crisis  if  people  in 
denominational  power  don’t  do  a  better 
job  of  sharing  the  power  with  minority 
theological  factions,  “most  notably  the 
evangelicals.” 

Dr.  Outler  said  the  Christian  cause  has 
nothing  to  gain  from  the  inability  of 
Baptists  of  different  views  to  get  along: 
“It  is  to  everybody’s  advantage  to  disap¬ 
point  those  who  expect  blood  on  the  con¬ 
vention  floor.” 

Some  Baptist  observers  have  been 
quoted  saying  they  fear  even  fistfights 
could  break  out  in  the  highly  charged 
business  meetings. 

Election  seen  as  'shootout’ 

Some  say  unmitigated  power  politics 
and  theological  tussling  during  the  last 
six  years  have  turned  the  Baptists’  Dal- 


Church  agencies  generally  pleased 
with  president’s  tax  change  plan 


United  Methodists,  others  ponder  outcome 
of  fight  to  control  largest  denomination 


las  meeting  into  something  like  a  “shoot¬ 
out  at  the  OK  Corral.” 

An  estimated  25,000-30,000  voting 
"messengers”  (a  record  turnout)  the  first 
day  will  choose  the  denomination’s  all- 
powerful  president.  Highly  political 
“conservative”  and  “moderate”  factions 
of  the  church,  each  with  one  presidential 
candidate,  have  been  campaigning  since 
last  year’s  convention  in  Kansas  City. 

United  Methodists  can  find  many  par¬ 
allels  to  the  Baptists’  friction  within 
their  own  denomination,  Dr.  Outler  said. 

The  moderate  Southern  Baptist  wing, 
now  under  severe  challenge,  long  has 
had  control  of  Southern  Baptist  denomi¬ 
national  agencies  and  seminaries.  The 
conservative  faction  has  felt  shut  out  of 
a  share  of  the  power  and  of  a  sense  of  re¬ 
spectability. 

Quite  different  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  however,  is  the  fact  that  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  the 
challengers  have  grabbed  substantial 
power,  Dr.  Outler  said. 

Each  year  since  1979  the  conserva¬ 
tives  have  elected  their  candidate  as 
president.  Through  the  president’s  power 
to  appoint  new  members  to  the  commit¬ 
tees  that  pick  boards  of  directors  for  de¬ 
nominational  agencies  and  seminaries, 
the  conservative  faction  has  begun  to 
purge  those  bodies  of  what  the  control¬ 
ling  faction  considers  “liberal-leaning” 
personnel  and  directions. 

Last  year  the  moderates  tried  to  fight 
back.  The  conservatives’  candidate,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Stanley  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Atlanta,  won  but  with  only  52 
percent  of  the  vote. 

Baptist,  UM  threats  alike 

Several  big-church  pastors  who  lead 
the  conservative  (also  called  fundamen¬ 
talist)  movement  say  if  Mr.  Stanley  is 
not  re-elected  to  the  customary  second 
term  of  the  presidency,  they  will  stop 
supporting  the  Cooperative  Program. 
That  program,  similar  to  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  World  Service  Fund,  funds  agen¬ 
cies  and  seminaries  that  for  the  most 
part  remain  in  the  control  of  the  so- 
called  moderate  power  structure. 

Many  Southern  Baptist  churches  al¬ 


ready  direct  substantial  amounts  of  their 
missions  money  away  from  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  and  into  independent  mis¬ 
sionary-sending  and  theological  school 
efforts. 

That  contains  some  similarities  to 
conservative  United  Methodists’  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  national  agencies  and  the 
formation  of  the  supplemental  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  last  year. 

From  the  moderate  part  of  the  14.3- 
million-member  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  come  reports  that  large  numbers 
of  congregations  are  prepared  to  leave 
the  convention  if  the  fundamentalists 
win  again  in  Dallas  and  use  their  power 
further  to  attack  the  moderates,  said  the 
Rev.  Glenn  Hinson,  professor  at  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

He  said  he  and  other  Southern  Baptists 
are  working  with  leaders  in  the  predomi- 
nantly-northern  American  Baptist 
Churches  to  persuade  disgruntled  mod¬ 
erate  and  liberal  congregations  to  stay 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
form  a  dual  affiliation  with  the  mainline 
Protestant  American  Baptists  (with 
which  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
many  ecumenical  contacts). 

Baptists  become  UM  clergy 
The  relentless  theological  turmoil  is 
taking  its  toll  on  moderate  Baptist  stu¬ 
dents  seeking  to  enter  the  ministry,  said 
the  Rev.  Charles  Brockwell,  United 
Methodist  minister  and  history  professor 
at  the  University  of  Louisville. 

“I  have  an  increasing  number  of 
Southern  Baptists  coming  into  my 
courses  at  Southern  Baptist  Seminary,” 
said  Dr.  Brockwell,  who  has  been  teach¬ 
ing  courses  on  United  Methodist  doc¬ 
trine,  history  and  structure  for  United 
Methodists  at  the  Baptist  seminary  since 
1977. 

“There  has  been  a  change,”  he  said. 
“A  number  of  these  students  are  moving 
into  our  denomination  and  becoming 
United  Methodist  ministers.  I  must  say 
they  are  very  impressive  people.  They 
have  little  problem  adjusting  theologi¬ 
cally,  but  our  structure  is  more  diffi¬ 
cult.” 


Dr.  Brockwell  said  he  believes  the 
Southern  Baptist  conservative  challeng¬ 
ers  are  much  more  strident  and  intent  on 
their  theological  views  prevailing  than 
their  counterparts  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  He  said  he  perceives  United 
Methodist  conservatives  as  being  more 
interested  in  the  denomination’s  being 
pluralistic  enough  to  include  them  and 
their  views  than  in  claiming  all  power. 

Dr.  Outler  said  United  Methodists  are 
nowhere  near  the  Baptists  in  the  intensi¬ 
ty  of  in-fighting.  However,  the  Baptists' 
loose  confederation  of  autonomous  con¬ 
gregations  provides  much  more  of  an 
open  field  for  fighting  without  schism 
than  does  the  tightly  connected  Method¬ 
ist  system  that  is  more  like  a  demolition 
derby,  he  said. 

Pluralism  a  Baptist  tradition 

One  hopeful  sign  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  may  avoid  the  present  trauma  of 
Southern  Baptists,  Dr.  Outler  said,  is 
that  the  United  Methodist  bureaucracy 
has  started  to  listen  some  to  conserva¬ 
tive  challengers  who  feel  left  out  of  de¬ 
nominational  dealings.  Unity  in  diversity 
can  occur  only  when  people  in  power  do 
not  press  their  political  advantages,  he 
said. 

“There  is  a  tremendous  responsibility 
on  those  in  power  to  ensure  unity,”  he 
said.  Every  misuse  of  power  in  a  church 
radicalizes  challengers  who  can  then  be 
as  unreasonable  as  the  conservative-fun¬ 
damentalist  Baptists,  he  said. 

Dr.  Outler,  author  of  the  UMC’s  1972 
doctrinal  statement  espousing  theologi¬ 
cal  pluralism,  said  pluralism  also  is  a 
basic  tenet  of  traditional  Baptists. 

He  said  the  conservative-fundamen¬ 
talists  are  pressing  for  all  Baptists  to  be 
similar  in  doctrinal  interpretation,  an 
idea  that  is  alien  to  traditional  Baptist 
belief  in  individual  interpretation,  rather 
than  in  doctrinal  creeds. 

Dr.  Hinson  said  the  issue  next  week  in 
Dallas  will  be  whether  the  convention 
chooses  to  maintain  traditional  Baptist 
pluralism  or  accepts  a  "few  large-church 
pastors  as  the  infallible  interpreters  of 
what  the  Bible  says.” 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

President  Reagan's  income-tax  re¬ 
form  package  drew  favorable  initial  re¬ 
actions  last  week  from  officials  at  two 
United  Methodist  general  agencies  that 
had  voiced  concern  about  previously 
proposed  changes. 

"From  the  church  standpoint,  it  (the 
president’s  tax  plan)  is  a  lot  better  than 
it  might  have  been,”  said  Craig  Hoskins, 
general  counsel  for  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said,  “On  bal¬ 
ance  I’m  pleased.” 

The  proposal  Mr.  Reagan  announced 
May  28,  which  has  gone  to  Congress  for 
consideration,  retains  deductions  for 
charitable  contributions  for  all  taxpay¬ 
ers  who  file  itemized  returns. 

A  draft  tax-reform  plan  released  by 
the  U.S.  Treasury  Department  in  No¬ 
vember  would  extend  those  deductions 
only  to  people  who  gave  at  least  2  percent 
of  their  adjusted  gross  income  to  charity 
and  who  also  itemized  their  deductions. 

But  the  presidential  proposal  doesn’t 
continue  a  provision,  enacted  in  1981,  al¬ 
lowing  charitable  deductions  for  taxpay¬ 


ers  not  using  itemized  returns,  both 
United  Methodist  leaders  noted. 

Retained  deductions  encouraging 

"I  think  dropping  the  2-percent  floor 
(for  charitable  deductions)  is  encourag¬ 
ing,”  Mr.  Hoskins  said.  “The  issue  of  con¬ 
tributions  for  non-itemizers  is  still  of 
some  concern.  Some  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences  may  want  to  pass 
resolutions  or  otherwise  speak  to  that.” 

In  response  to  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment’s  plan,  the  two  agencies  which  Mr. 
Hoskins  and  Dr.  Trotter  represent  had 
drafted  a  model  resolution  in  March 
calling  for  charitable  deductions  to  be 
continued  in  their  present  form  (see 
UMR,  March  29).  The  two  agencies  made 
copies  of  the  resolution  available  to  oth¬ 
er  church  boards  and  all  annual  confer¬ 
ences  for  possible  adoption. 

Besides  taking  a  stand  on  charitable 
deductions,  the  two  agencies'  model  doc¬ 
ument  condemned  Treasury’s  suggested 
limits  on  determining  the  value  of  stock, 
real-estate  or  similar  gifts  to  charitable 
institutions. 

“My  research  tells  me  that  under  the 
president’s  proposal  gifts  may  still  be 
deducted  at  fair-market  value,”  Dr. 
Trotter  said.  That  is  extremely  impor¬ 


tant  for  United  Methodism’s  128  colleges 
and  universities.  Property  gifts  make  up 
a  substantial  number  of  their  donations. 

But  the  difference  between  what  a  do¬ 
nor  paid  for  stocks,  land  or  other  proper¬ 
ty  and  what  the  gift  is  worth  at  the  time 
of  the  contribution  could  be  taxed  under 
the  president’s  plan,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

“So  a  person  who  would  likely  pay  no 
tax  under  the  present  law  would  likely 
pay  some  tax  if  the  president’s  proposal 
is  accepted,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “That 
goes  along  with  President  Reagan’s  as¬ 
sumption  that  no  one  should  get  off  with¬ 
out  paying  some  tax.” 

Detailed  study  continues 

Officials  at  the  denomination’s  central 
treasury  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  will  study  Mr.  Reagan’s  proposal 
in  detail  during  the  coming  weeks,  Mr. 
Hoskins  and  Dr.  Trotter  indicated. 

"Even  though  the  president’s  proposal 
is  supposed  to  be  a  tax  simplification,  it 
is  a  very  complex  document,”  Dr.  Trot¬ 
ter  said.  “Everyone  is  scrambling,  trying 
to  figure  it  out.” 

Initial  news  reports  about  the  Reagan 
plan  indicated  definite  “trade-offs”  for 
churches,  Mr.  Hoskins  said. 


UM  pastor  seeks  legalization  of  drugs 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— A  prominent  United 
Methodist  minister,  “after  considerable 
study,”  has  announced  he  will  lead  a 
campaign  for  legalization  of  drugs  and 
for  low-cost  government  dispensation  of 
drugs  to  fight  crime. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Leigh  Gunn,  senior 
minister  of  Mount  Vernon  Place  UMC  in 


Washington,  said  any  decriminalization 
of  drugs  should  be  accompanied  by  vig¬ 
orous  education  programs  in  schools  and 
the  media  about  “the  evils"  of  narcotics. 

“We  are  not  winning  the  war  against 
drugs;  and  the  crime,  violence,  corrup¬ 
tion  and  death  which  drugs  are  produc¬ 
ing  make  it  imperative  that  other  solu¬ 
tions  to  drugs  be  found,”  the  minister 
said  in  a  statement  announcing  his  effort. 


"One  solution  which  would  greatly  re¬ 
duce  crime,  corruption,  and  death  would 
be  to  allow  the  government  or  medical 
establishment  to  dispense  drugs  to  users 
at  a  very  low  cost,  to  legalize  drugs  on  a 
controlled  basis.  This  would  take  narcot¬ 
ics  out  of  the  hands  of  the  underworld,” 
he  added. 

Mr.  Gunn,  who  has  served  as  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State,  a  na¬ 
tional  advocacy  group,  said  he  will  take 
his  proposal  to  the  highest  levels  of  his 
denomination. 

“I  know  there  are  other  religious  lead¬ 
ers  who  are  privately  thinking  along  the 
same  lines  I  am.  I  hope  they  will  soon  be 
speaking  out  with  constructive  propos¬ 
als,”  he  said. 

However,  Beverly  Jackson  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  told  the  Reporter  that  Mr. 
Gunn’s  proposal  is  “directly  counter”  to 
the  denomination’s  official  position  on 
drugs. 

She  said  her  agency  supports  “strong 
law  enforcement  against  the  sale  of  ille¬ 
gal  drugs.” 

Dr.  Jackson  said  she  sees  no  indication 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  or  in  her 
work  with  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
anti-drug  efforts  that  there  are  church 
leaders  who  advocate  the  legalization  of 
narcotics. 

Among  other  things,  Dr.  Jackson  said, 
legalized  narcotics  would  not  be  a  good 
idea  because  of  their  known  link  with 
certain  “health  problems”  and  the  en¬ 
couragement  legalization  would  provide 
for  "escapism,”  especially  among  youth. 
f  Mr.  Gunn,  who  led  a  widely  publicized 
campaign  in  the  early  1960s  for  federal 
and  state  curbs  on  gambling  and  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  testified  before  Congress  on 
that  subject  in  behalf  of  what  was  then 
United  Methodism's  social-action  agen¬ 
cy,  said  he  used  to  be  opposed  to  legal¬ 
ization  of  drugs  but  now  feels  that 
current  solutions  to  the  problem  aren't 
working. 

“I  recognize  that  legalization  of  drugs 
is  not  a  perfect  solution  to  a  vast  prob¬ 
lem,  but  I  have  come  to  believe  it  would 
be  a  very  big  step  in  the  right  direction," 
he  said. 


CUMIS 


UNITED  METHODIST  INFORMATION  SYSTEM 


The  UMIS  activity  screen  has  record  capabilities  of  all  your  Church  activities,  including  a  listing  of  all  church 
officers,  as  prescribed  by  the  Book  of  Discipline,  skills  and  interests,  with  a  capacity  of  999  items  per  Church,  35 
per  member. 

UMIS  was  exclusively  designed  for  United  Methodist  Churches  and  Church  personnel 
by  United  Methodist  people  and  computer  professionals.  The  UMIS  System  was 
designed  so  the  United  Methodist  Ministry  would  have  immediate  access  to  the  vital 
and  significant  membership  information,  stewardship  program  and  accounting  func¬ 
tions  that  will  enhance  the  stability  and  continuity  of  each  United  Methodist  Church. 

There  are  two  UMIS  systems.  The  UMIS/300  for  churches  with  less  than  300  members 
and  UMIS/Plus  for  churches  with  over  300  members. 

The  basic  software  packages  to  manage  membership  data,  finances  and  contributions 
will  be  supplemented  by  a  number  of  other  packages.  The  Ministers'  Personal  Package, 
Music  Program  and  Church  Administration  modules  are  available  for  both  UMIS 
Systems. 

To  order  the  complete  UMIS  System  for  your  Church,  or  obtain  additional  information 
contact: 

Anthony  J.  Tolbert  III,  Director  of  Electronic  Publishing 
United  Methodist  Information  System 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway,  Park  Ridge,  Illinois  60068  (312)  299-4411 

UMIS,  an  exclusively  designed  United  Mellnutisl  Church  computerized  software  program  developed  in  cooperation 
with  the  General  Council  on  Finatur  and  Administration  by  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 


Two  churches  grew  up  together 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

Pioneer  Bishop  Frances  Asbury  perhaps  set  the  tone  for 
Baptist-Methodist  relations  when  he  complained  that  every¬ 
where  he  went  the  Baptists  seemed  always  to  be  around  like 
haunting  ghosts. 

The  two  giant  denominations  of  American  Protestantism 
continue  to  have  only  limited  relations  with  each  other  despite 
being  intertwined  throughout  their  rise  from  obscure,  18th 
century  frontier  churches. 

Both  grew  on  revivals,  camp  meetings,  emphasis  on  person¬ 
al  conversion  and  on  the  ability  to  minister  on  the  edges  of  the 
expanding  American  frontier. 

But  while  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  one  of  the  most 
active  denominations  in  relationships  with  other  mainline 
Protestant  churches,  Roman  Catholics,  Jews  and  Muslims,  it 
has  virtually  no  official  activities  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  which  now  has  congregations  in  all  50  states. 

Asked  how  the  UMC  relates  to  the  Southern  Baptists,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Huston,  the  UMC’s  chief  ecumenical  officer,  said 
he  could  think  of  only  one  way  for  certain:  Both  denomina¬ 
tions  have  a  member  in  the  National  Association  of  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Officers. 

“Our  relationship  is  very  low  with  Southern  Baptists  be¬ 
cause  they  are  not  as  a  denomination  members  of  organiza¬ 
tions  we’re  in  like  the  National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches  and  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union,”  he  said. 

We  may  like  it  that  way 

The  Rev.  Charles  Brockwell  suggests  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  may  prefer  that  the  Southern  Baptists  keep  themselves 
separate.  Professor  of  history  at  the  University  of  Louisville 
and  teacher  of  United  Methodist  students  at  Southern  Baptist 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Dr.  Brockwell  said  Baptists  and  Meth¬ 
odists  always  seem  to  have  been  too  competitive  to  cooperate 
with  each  other. 

Throughout  most  of  American  history,  Methodists  were  the 
dominant  of  the  two  fast-growing  denominations.  Baptist 
growth  first  began  exceeding  Methodists’  in  1924,  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  finally  became  the  biggest  Prot¬ 
estant  denomination  during  the  1960s,  said  Methodist  historian 


Albert  Outler. 

But  United  Methodists  have  been  able  to  continue  to  play 
the  role  of  the  biggest  Protestant  denomination  in  ecumenical 
organizations  because  of  the  Southern  Baptists’  absence.  “If 
the  Baptists  were  more  ecumenical,  we’d  lose  that  role,  and  I 
don’t  think  we’d  be  eager  to  give  it  up,”  Dr.  Brockwell  said. 

Ecumenical  organizations  would  gain  a  lot  from  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptists’  participation,  both  professors  said.  They  particu¬ 
larly  saluted  the  Baptists’  willingness  and  ability  to  seek 
members  among  blue-collar  people  and  the  poor.  They  said 
they  believe  the  primary  reason  Baptists  have  kept  growing 
while  Methodists  have  declined  is  that  Methodists  became  al¬ 
most  exclusively  middle  class  and  lost  the  ability  to  reach 
people  in  lower  economic  classes. 

Baptist  professor  laments  separatism 

The  Rev.  Glenn  Hinson,  a  Southern  Baptist,  lamented  to  the 
Reporter  his  own  denomination’s  long  insistence  on  separat¬ 
ism  from  the  rest  of  the  Christian  community. 

“We  re  like  the  Catholic  church,”  he  said.  “We  re  so  big  we 
don’t  think  we  need  anybody  else.  ” 

Ironically,  the  destructive  battle  for  power  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation  since  1979  has  both  helped  and  hurt  the  chances  for 
Southern  Baptist  ecumenical  relations. 

Until  the  fundamentalists  seized  major  elective  offices  in 
1979,  including  the  powerful  presidency.  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries  and  agencies  seemed  to  be  becoming  more  and 
more  involved  with  other  denominations,  said  Dr.  Hinson,  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.  That 
has  been  set  back. 

But  on  the  local  level,  increasing  numbers  of  moderate 
Southern  Baptist  pastors  are  seeking  support  from  ecumeni¬ 
cal  groups,  he  said.  “I  know  many  of  my  close  friends  are  de¬ 
pendent  on  ecumenical  ministerial  groups  to  keep  going  while 
things  are  so  bleak  in  the  convention.” 

Dr.  Brockwell  said  he  can  foresee  the  possibility  of  a  large 
enough  part  of  Southern  Baptists  breaking  away  to  form  a 
new  ecumenical  Baptist  group  that  by  its  participation  could 
revitalize  mainline  Protestant  groups  with  Southern  Baptist 
Vltality  -ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Tithing  is  a  hand-me-down  habit 
for  her  and  her  family 

Mrs.  Transito  Thornton  of  Nogales, 
Ariz.,  says  she  has  the  same  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  desire  to  serve  Christ  as  when 
she  first  heard  the  gospel  and  accepted 
Christ  in  a  Methodist  church  in  1918. 

“I  know  my  work  in  this  world  is  not 
finished,  even  if  I  am  93  years  old,” 
says  Mrs.  Thornton,  who  lives  alone  in 
her  own  home. 

The  nonagenarian  is  the  oldest  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  history  of  El  Mesias  United 
Methodist  Church,  according  to  her  old¬ 
est  daughter,  Maria  E.  Lopez  of  Tuc¬ 
son.  Mrs.  Thornton  has  outlived  10  of 
the  17  pastors  the  church  has  had  dur¬ 
ing  her  67  years  as  a  member. 

No  longer  able  to  attend  church  reg¬ 
ularly  and  teach  a  Sunday  School  class 
as  she  did  for  53  years,  Mrs.  Thornton 
teaches  a  weekly  Bible  study  in  her 
home  for  a  small  group  of  women. 

With  shaky  hand  Mrs.  Thornton  still 
writes  Bible  studies  for  the  Women’s 
Society,  as  she  has  since  the  1950s. 

She  also  collects  used  clothing  from 
family  members  which  she  distributes 
to  needy  families  and  children  living  in 
Mexico  across  from  this  border  town  65 
miles  south  of  Tucson. 

And  Mrs.  Thornton  tithes— up  to  20 
percent. 

When  she  was  no  longer  able  to  work 
as  a  seamstress  because  of  declining 
health,  said  her  daughter.  Mrs.  Thorn¬ 
ton  wondered  how  she  would  be  able  to 
earn  money  to  pay  her  tithe. 

Mrs.  Thornton’s  solution  was  to  plant 
a  small  orchard  of  18  quince  and  a  few 
peach  trees  which  she  tends  and  har¬ 
vests  little  by  little. 


Mrs.  Transito  Thornton 


When  people  comment,  as  they  fre¬ 
quently  do,  on  the  uncommonly  large 
two-pound  quince,  said  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Thornton  says,  “God  cultivates 
the  trees  for  me  with  His  divine  hand.” 

Although  Mrs.  Thornton  does  not 
walk  well  any  more,  she  can  and  does 
use  her  telephone. 

When  the  harvest  is  ready,  Mrs. 
Thornton  calls  friends  to  come  buy  the 
fresh  fruit  or  the  "cajeta”  (fruit  pre¬ 
serves)  she  makes. 

Then  at  the  end  of  each  year  Mrs. 
Thornton  goes  to  church  to  present  her 
tithe. 

A  heavy  freeze  while  the  trees  were 
in  bloom  about  three  years  ago,  Mrs. 
Lopez  said,  left  her  mother  worried 
that  there  wouldn't  be  any  fruit  that 
year  and  that  for  the  first  time  she 


would  have  no  tithe. 

Although  neighbors’  trees  all  around 
Mrs.  Thornton  were  affected  by  the 
freeze,  said  Mrs.  Lopez,  her  mother’s 
orchard  not  only  suffered  no  damage 
but  yielded  one  of  its  best  harvests. 

That  year,  Mrs.  Thornton  doubled  her 
tithe. 

Tithing  has  always  been  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  her  mother's  Christian 
commitment,  Mrs.  Lopez  told  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

"She  taught  us  (the  nine  children  — 
four  daughters  still  living)  from  the 
time  we  were  small  that  we  had  to  of¬ 
fer  to  the  Lord  a  tenth  of  our  earnings, 
no  matter  how  small  the  amount  might 
be,"  said  Mrs.  Lopez. 

“This  was  a  rule  of  our  home  that  to¬ 
day  is  passed  on  to  the  grandchildren 
and  great-grandchildren.  The  10  per¬ 
cent  of  the  tithe  comes  before  every¬ 
thing  else." 

Mrs.  Thornton  also  supported  the 
church  with  her  service. 

Besides  teaching  a  Sunday  School 
class— first  primary,  then  youth  and 
later  adult— Mrs.  Thornton  served  12 
years  as  president  of  the  Women’s  Soci¬ 
ety  and  coordinated  visitation  to  the 
sick  and  imprisoned. 

In  1947  she  received  her  local 
preacher’s  license. 

Mrs.  Thornton  was  a  long-time 
member  of  the  administrative  board  of 
the  church  and  served  several  years  as 
lay  delegate  to  annual  conference. 

At  93,  Mrs.  Thornton's  youthful  ap¬ 
pearance,  energy  and  happiness  come, 
her  daughter  says,  from  having  "lived 
her  life  for  Christ.” 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
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Black  Methodists,  UMs 
discuss  common  hymnal, 

other  possible  ventures 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— A  common  hymnal  for 
the  three  black  Methodist  denominations 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
discussed  May  27-28  at  an  organizational 
meeting  of  a  “Commission  on  Pan-Meth¬ 
odist  Cooperation.” 

The  commission,  authorized  by  gener¬ 
al  conferences  of  all  four  denominations, 
discussed  other  areas  of  possible  cooper¬ 
ation,  including  curriculum  production, 
marketing  and  distribution,  leadership 
training,  college  recruitment,  mission 
outreach,  evangelism,  social  witness  and 
educational  events  focusing  on  the  ori¬ 
gins  of  Methodism. 

Elected  to  chair  the  new  commission 
was  Bishop  Herman  L.  Anderson  of 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Ninth  District  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church. 

Joint  hymnal  work  asked 

A  United  Methodist  committee  is 
working  on  a  detailed  proposal  for  a  new 
hymnal  to  present  to  its  next  General 
Conference  in  1988.  Since  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  announced  efforts  to  make 
their  new  hymnal  reflect  various  ethnic 
traditions,  the  commission  is  asking  that 
one  consultant  from  each  of  the  three 
black  denominations  serve  on  the  UMC 
hymnal  committee. 

The  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  uses  the  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Hymns  but  will  be  discussing  at  its 
next  General  Conference  in  1986  whether 
to  continue  that  practice  or  develop  a 
hymnal  of  its  own.  The  denomination  is 
also  in  the  early  stages  of  union  dis¬ 
cussion  with  the  AMEZ  Church. 

The  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  produced  its  own  hymnal  in  1984, 
and  the  AMEZ  Church  produced  one  in 
1957. 

AME  members  pointed  out  that  coop¬ 
eration  has  already  taken  place  with 
help  from  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  in  Nashville  in  developing  and 
printing  their  hymnal. 

CME  Bishop  Othal  H.  Lakey  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  said  he  hoped  the  UMC  hym¬ 
nal  would  be  one  which  the  CME  church 
could  not  only  use  but  one  which  they 
help  develop.  Some  members  of  the  com¬ 
mission  suggested  the  eventual  use  of  a 
"universal  Methodist  hymnal"  with  dis¬ 
tinctive  covers  and  rituals  for  each  of 
the  four  groups. 

Education  cooperation  sought 

Regarding  higher  education  coopera¬ 


tion,  the  commission  proposed  at  least 
one  annual  meeting  of  presidents  of  the 
predominately  black  senior  colleges  of 
the  four  denominations.  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  11  (including  one  sponsored  in 
cooperation  with  the  CMEs).  The  CMEs 
have  three  others;  the  AMEs  have  four, 
and  the  AMEZs  have  one. 

It  was  suggested  that  schools  related 
to  the  three  black  denominations  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  data  system  for  the  more 
than  100  colleges  related  to  the  UMC.  It 
was  also  suggested  that  they  look  into  a 
UMC  group  insurance  plan. 

Other  suggestions  for  cooperation 
among  higher  education  institutions  in¬ 
cluded  seminars  on  various  aspects  of 
college  life,  recruitment  for  all  Method¬ 
ist  schools,  child-care  programs  to  help 
young  parents  attend  college  and  a  joint¬ 
ly  sponsored  major  lectureship  on  the  or¬ 
igins  of  Methodism. 

Common  social  witness  favored 

In  order  to  make  a  common  social 
witness  the  group  proposed  a  compila¬ 
tion  of  resolutions  from  the  four  denomi¬ 
nations  reflecting  common  positions  and 
possibilities  for  more  effective  witness 
together.  A  meeting  was  proposed  of  so¬ 
cial  witness  and  representatives  from 
the  four  groups  and  women’s  organiza¬ 
tions. 

The  commission  also  encouraged  co¬ 
operation  in  curriculum  development 
and  urged  each  denomination  to  invite 
persons  from  the  other  denominations  to 
their  leadership  training  events. 

Many  of  the  commission’s  recommen¬ 
dations  are  being  channeled  through  the 
Consultation  of  Methodist  Bishops,  an 
annual  gathering  of  episcopal  leaders 
from  the  four  denominations. 

All  four  churches,  faced  with  either 
membership  decline  or  ‘‘stagnation,’’ 
suggested  closer  cooperation  in  evange¬ 
listic  efforts,  particularly  through  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  The  group  also 
urged  continued  efforts  to  avoid  duplica¬ 
tion  of  mission  efforts  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 

Transfer  of  church  property  belonging 
to  the  predominately  white  UMC  in 
neighborhoods  which  are  changing  ra¬ 
cially  was  also  discussed.  Instead  of  sell¬ 
ing  property  to  non-Methodist  groups, 
the  commission  expressed  hope  that 
United  Methodists  would  give  first  op¬ 
tion  at  reasonable  prices  to  the  predomi¬ 
nately  black  Methodist  denominations. 


Tour  to  boost  youth  fund 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Nationally-known  song¬ 
writer  and  United  Methodist  layman  Gene 
Cotton  will  stage  a  16-day  concert  tour 
during  June  to  raise  money  for  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Youth  Service  Fund. 

Mr.  Cotton,  a  member  of  Edgehill 
UMC  in  Nashville,  has  donated  his  time 
for  the  tour  in  hopes  of  raising  $50,000  to 
$100,000  for  the  fund,  said  Bill  Wolfe,  di¬ 
rector  of  youth  services  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  one-man  concert  is  expected  to  be 
typical  of  Mr.  Cotton’s  stage  appear¬ 
ances  with  singing  and  monologues 
about  the  entertainer’s  personal  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christianity. 

“I’m  not  a  contemporary  Christian 
singer,”  Mr.  Cotton  told  the  Reporter  in 
an  interview  last  summer.  “I’m  just  a 
contemporary  singer  who  happens  to  be 
a  Christian.” 

The  concert  tour  is  being  co-sponsored 
by  the  National  Youth  Ministries  Organi¬ 
zation  and  each  individual  conference 
youth  council,  Mr.  Wolfe  explained.  As 
with  all  money  raised  for  the  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund,  70  percent  stays  in  the  local 
conference  and  30  percent  goes  to  the 
National  Youth  Ministries  Organization 
office  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville,  he  added. 

The  Youth  Service  Fund  is  intended 
for  stewardship  education  and  mission 
support  of  United  Methodist  youth.  A  na¬ 
tional  youth  convocation  sets  policies  for 
projects  which  may  be  financed  from  the 
Youth  Service  Fund. 

Each  conference  is  setting  its  own 


Gene  Cotton 


price  for  Cotton  concert  tickets,  Mr. 
Wolfe  said,  but  most  conferences  are 
charging  $6  for  the  concert. 

“Gene  called  me  early  in  the  year  and 
said  he  had  been  reading  (in  a  conserva¬ 
tive  Christian  magazine)  how  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  not  doing  a  good 
job  with  its  youth.  He  doesn’t  believe 
that,  and  he’s  willing  to  help  them  raise 
money  to  keep  them  at  work  on  their 
projects,”  Mr.  Wolfe  said. 

Most  Cotton  concerts  will  be  held  in 
United  Methodist  churches. 

Mr.  Cotton  is  best  known  for  his  Top 
10  duo  with  Kim  Carnes,  “You're  A  Part 
of  Me”  and  his  Top  10  single,  “Before  My 
Heart  Finds  Out. "  -SUSAN  CARROLL 


Powerful  testimony 

that  God  provides  steady 
navigation  through  stormy 
seas. 


ORDUt  FROM  THE  COKESBIRY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOtR  AREA: 

1661  N.  Nortln**«  Hi(h»»y  •  P«rk  Ridge.  1L  60068 
Phone  312/299-4411 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 

201  Eighth  Ave  .  Sooth  •  F.O.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 
Phone  615/749-6113 

Order  toil  fraai  1400-472-17*9.  Use  you  r  Cokes  bury  Account . 
American  Express,  Visa,  or  MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Fnday, 
M  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time  For  personal  service,  call 
your  Cokcabury  store. 


Nuclear  winter  .  .  .  Latin  Ameri¬ 
ca  ..  .  divorce  .  .  .  child  abuse.  .  . 
and  on  and  on.  The  world  is  an 
uncertain  place. 

But  William  H.  Hinson,  senior 
pastor  of  the  largest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  anywhere,  shows 
the  “wordly-weary"  that  uncer¬ 
tainty  and  doubt  can  be  over¬ 
come.  In  Solid  Living  in  a 
Shattered  World,  Hinson  ^ 
demonstrates  how  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  are  fresher  and  more 
relevant  than  anything  out  of  Time  magazine. 
Only  God,  he  says,  can  provide  that  oft- 
sought  but  seldom-found  pillar  of  stability;  he 
can  instill  confidence  in  the  midst  of  despair 
for  any  who  listen  to  him. 

Hinson’s  new  book  is  an  important  rallying 
call  for  Christians  everywhere  who  seek  to 
have  their  lives  transformed  into  beacons  of 
certainty  and  wholeness.  Abingdon. 
A01-390486.  $8.95 
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Two  UM  boards  join 
apartheid  ‘targeting’ 
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PORT  ARTHUR,  Texas — The  Rev.  Bernabe  Munoz,  better  known  to  his 
congregations  as  “Hermano  Bernabe",  stands  outside  Gethsemane  UMC.  He 
has  served  two  churches  while  completing  college  and  theology  degrees. 

Pastor-student  gives  life 
to  decaying  congregations 


Special  to  the  Reporter 

BEAUMONT,  Texas— To  the  people  of 
a  struggling  United  Methodist  church  in 
nearby  Port  Arthur  and  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  in  Beaumont,  “Hermano 
(Brother)  Bernabe  Munoz"  is  a  preacher 
on  the  go. 

Mr.  Munoz,  45,  serves  both  churches, 
teaching  Sunday  School  and  leading  wor¬ 
ship  at  each  on  Sundays.  During  the  week 
he  commutes  between  the  two  churches, 
leading  Bible  studies  and  prayer  meetings 
and  visiting  parishioners.  On  Saturdays 
he  hosts  a  religious  radio  program. 

In  between  an  otherwise  hectic  sched¬ 
ule  over  the  past  five  years,  Mr.  Munoz 
has  worked  in  a  full  schedule  of  classes 
at  Lamar  University  in  Beaumont.  He 
graduated  in  May  with  a  degree  in  Span¬ 
ish;  in  August  he  will  receive  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Dallas  after  attending  classes 
there  the  past  10  summers. 

It’s  been  difficult  with  five  children 
and  a  wife  at  home,  but  Mr.  Munoz  said 
“things  seem  to  work  out  when  you  are 
trying  to  serve  the  Lord.” 

The  son  of  a  carpenter  and  raised  in 
the  southern  Mexican  highlands  on  the 
Guatemalan  border,  Mr.  Munoz  came  to 
the  United  States  to  enter  a  Church  of 
the  Nazarene  seminary  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 

“I  was  studying  about  John  Wesley  all 
the  time  and  thought  I  really  belonged 
with  the  Methodists,"  he  said. 

“The  (United  Methodist)  church  re¬ 
quired  me  to  get  my  degree,  and  it  was 


so  hard.  They  said  they  could  not  accept 
me  because  I  didn’t  have  a  (high  school) 
transcript. 

"I  prayed  so  hard  that  God  would  help 

me.” 

His  prayers  were  answered,  he  said, 
when  he  was  accepted  at  Lamar  Univer¬ 
sity. 

He  started  taking  English  courses  and 
decided  to  major  in  Spanish  because  “the 
.better  I  know  my  own  language,  the  bet¬ 
ter  I  can  communicate  in  English  and 
the  better  I  can  communicate  with  my 
own  people,”  he  said. 

But  staying  in  college  with  only  a  min¬ 
imal  knowledge  of  English  was  difficult. 

"Sometimes  I  would  do  reports  six, 
seven  times.  Once,  on  a  history  test,  I 
read  the  book  seven  times  and  the  notes 
seven  times— and  only  made  a  D,”  said 
the  pastor  who  still  struggles  with  con¬ 
versational  English. 

The  Munoz  family  lives  next  to 
the  church  in  Port  Arthur.  A  wooden  sign 
in  front  of  the  church  says  “Regrese  ud. 
pronto"  (Come  back  soon)  and  “Cristo 
viene  otra  vez”  (Christ  is  coming  again). 

Part  of  the  sign  is  decaying,  just  like 
the  church  was  when  he  got  it.  "When  I 
started,  it  was  dying,”  he  said.  The  com- 
gregation  has  grown  from  17  members 
to  84. 

His  congregation  has  a  40  percent  un¬ 
employment  rate,  and  his  work  some¬ 
times  extends  to  illegal  aliens. 

“We  try  to  help  as  much  as  we  can,  to 
be  a  brother  to  them  . .  .to  feel  what  they 
feel,  to  try  to  be  a  helping  hand,”  he  said. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— "Key  investors  in  apart¬ 
heid”  in  South  Africa  were  targeted  for 
action  by  50  Protestant  denominations' 
and  Roman  Catholic  orders  May  20. 

At  an  ecumenical  press  conference  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  Interfaith  Center  on  Cor¬ 
porate  Responsibility,  the  50  announced 
"a  new  strategic  approach"  toward  12 
U.S,  corporations  which,  through  their 
presence  in  South  Africa,  support  the 
apartheid  policy. 

The  companies  are  Burroughs,  Chev¬ 
ron,  Citicorp,  Control  Data,  Fluor,  Ford, 
General  Electric,  General  Motors,  Inter¬ 
national  Business  Machines,  Mobil,  New- 
mount  Mining  and  Texaco. 

The  statement  asked  these  companies 
to  cease  sales  and  service  to  the  South 
African  government  and  parastate  orga¬ 
nizations,  and  clarify  to  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  government  that  dismantling  of 
apartheid  is  a  precondition  to  their  re¬ 
maining  in  South  Africa. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  told  the  press  con¬ 
ference,  “. .  .unless  the  apartheid  system 
is  dismantled  by  the  end  of  1986, . . .  U.S. 
corporations  led  by  these  dozen  should 
withdraw.”  The  board  will  sell  its  stock 
in  any  company  on  the  list  that  does  not 
comply  with  this  request,  he  announced. 
(At  present,  Global  Ministries  divisions 
hold  stock  in  five:  Mobile,  Texaco,  Bur¬ 
roughs,  IBM  and  GM). 

The  statement  said  the  signatories 
would  use  new  steps  in  addition  to  the 
shareholder  resolutions  and  meetings 
with  corporate  leaders  used  in  the  past. 
Mentioned  were  “extensive  acts  of  pub¬ 
lic  witness,  calls  for  the  firms’  with¬ 
drawal  from  South  Africa,  selective 
buying  campaigns,  and  divestment  of 
their  securities.” 

The  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  general  secre¬ 


tary  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  to  which  the  corporate  respon¬ 
sibility  groups  in  dialogue  with  the  12 
corporations  for  over  a  decade.  "All  sup¬ 
port  the  South  African  government,  ei¬ 
ther  through  products  or  services  used 
by  the  police  and  military;  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  their  presence  in  terms  of  as- 
sets,  sales  and  number  of  employees;  the 
strategic  nature  of  their  involvement  or 
financial  services  and  lending  to  South 
Africa,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Nugent  pledged  to  take  the  divest¬ 
ment  message  to  churches,  corporate 
boardrooms,  state  legislatures  and  city 
councils,  “as  well  as  our  one  (United 
Methodist)  Board  of  Pensions."  Since 
U.S.  corporations  employ  70,000  blacks, 
less  than  one  percent  of  the  total  black 
work  force,  Dr.  Nugent  said,  the  long- 
range  effect  of  American  corporations 
withdrawing  would  be  “positive." 

Earlier  this  month  officers  of  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action, 
a  liberal  caucus  within  United  Method¬ 
ism,  sent  a  letter  to  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell 
of  the  Los  Angeles  Area,  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions.  The  letter 
called  on  the  pension  board  to  join  the 
ecumenical  effort. 

MFSA  urged  special  attention  to  IBM 
as  the  leading  provider  of  computers  and 
data  processing  services  in  South  Africa. 
"In  so  doing  IBM  is  providing  absolutely 
essential  technology  to  an  economy,  social 
system  and  regime  that  justifies  racist 
apartheid  using  Christian  theology— a 
practice  General  Conference  ‘rejects  as 
heresy’  (1984  Book  of  Resolutions).” 

"We  urge  the  Board  of  Pensions  in 
particular  to  pledge  divestment  of  our 
$40  million  in  IBM  shares  if  IBM  will  not 
take  such  an  action,”  MFSA  concluded. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  also  joined  the  effort. 


Hurricane  aid  dispatched 


By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  relief  agency  has 
contributed  $10,000  to  a  worldwide  church 
relief  effort  to  aid  victims  of  a  killer  hur¬ 
ricane  last  month  in  Bangladesh. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  contribution  repre¬ 
sents  the  church’s  portion  of  a  $200,000 
grant  by  Church  World  Service  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  for  immedi¬ 
ate  aid  to  people  in  the  affected  areas. 

The  hurricane,  or  cyclone,  that  swept 
through  the  islands  of  southeastern  Ban¬ 
gladesh  caused  tidal  waves  that  claimed 
the  lives  of  as  many  as  10,000  people,  ac¬ 
cording  to  some  estimates. 

"We  haven’t  received  a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  the  destruction,”  Ms.  Kehrberg 
said. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  she  anticipates  a 
"larger  effort”  by  the  church  once  fur¬ 
ther  details  are  known.  At  this  time, 
however,  she  said  she  does  not  expect 
there  to  be  a  special  churchwide  appeal 


for  Bangladesh. 

“Our  approach  will  be  to  put  out  infor¬ 
mation  to  annual  conferences  and  let 
them  make  it  available  to  their  church¬ 
es,”  Ms.  Kehrberg  said.  She  said  a 
special  account  has  been  set  up  for  relief 
to  Bangladesh  for  those  wishing  to  make 
special  contributions.  That  account  num¬ 
ber  is  202400-6. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  that  UMCOR  is  al¬ 
ready  related  to  three  ongoing  projects 
in  Bangladesh  involving  rural  develop¬ 
ment,  rehabilitation  for  physically  para¬ 
lyzed  persons,  and  a  primary  health  care 
program  in  cooperation  with  the  Church 
of  Bangladesh. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  added  that  "with  all  the 
human  suffering  occurring  around  the 
world  at  this  time,  perhaps  we  need  to 
call  for  a  special  day  of  prayer  in  our 
churches.” 


the  church  today 


Africa  church  growth  committee 
makes  grants  of  $1.5  million 

STONY  POINT,  N.Y.  — The  United 
Methodist  Africa  Growth  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Committee  recently  made  grants 
totaling  almost  $1.5  million  for  church 
development. 

At  its  first  meeting  in  the  United 
States,  the  50-member  committee,  which 
Ijegan  in  1979  as  a  special  missional  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
examined  the  famine  in  26  African  coun¬ 
tries  and  made  plans  to  develop  theologi¬ 
cal  education  in  Africa. 

‘‘This  committee  is  unique  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  perhaps 
can  become  a  new  model  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation,”  said  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  committee  is  related  to  the 
board’s  World  Division  and  is  listed  as  an 
illustration  of  the  type  of  church  devel¬ 
opment  encouraged  by  the  Ethnic  Minor¬ 
ity  Local  Church  missional  priority,  Dr. 
Nugent  said.  Its  membership  is  predomi¬ 
nately  African.  While  most  of  its  funds 
are  from  the  General  Advance  and  vari¬ 
ous  units  of  the  Global  Ministries  board, 
additional  contributions  come  from  Afri¬ 
can  and  European  churches. 


Asian  American  caucus 
names  woman  executive 

NEW  YORK  (UMR)-The  Rev.  Naomi 
P.  F.  Southard,  one  of  three  associate 
general  secretaries  in  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  ecumenical  agency  the  past  three 
years,  has  been  named  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  denomination’s  Asian-Ameri- 
can  caucus. 

She  succeeds  the  Rev.  Jonah  Chang, 
who  has  been  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  California-Nevada  conference’s 
Bayview  District. 

The  ecumenical  agency’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  the  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  said  Ms. 
Southard  will  continue  to  plan  for  and 
lead  a  Native  American  United  Method¬ 
ist  convocation  in  September.  She  has 
worked  more  than  a  year  on  it,  he  added. 

Ms.  Southard,  of  Japanese-American 
descent  and  raised  a  Buddhist,  has  been 
in  charge  of  relations  with  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  tribal  religions  and  Muslim-Chris- 
tian  relations  for  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns. 

UM  minister  appointed  acting 
director  of  Teleministries 

HARRISBURG,  Penn.— The  Rev.  Den¬ 
nis  R.  Gable,  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  has  been  appointed  acting  director 


of  Contact  Teleministries  USA,  an  ecu¬ 
menical  telephone  counseling  ministry 
begun  by  United  Methodists  in  1968. 

Mr.  Gable,  37,  is  a  member  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Pennsylvania  conference  and  served 
several  churches  before  joining  Telemin¬ 
istries  seven  years  ago. 

Teleministries  has  93  locations  in  27 
states  in  the  United  States.  Last  year  the 
teleministry  counted  1.9  million  contacts 
though  hotlines,  message  relay  requests 
and  reassurance  calls  to  the  homebound. 

Mr.  Gable  succeeds  the  Rev.  Robert 
Larson,  a  Presbyterian  minister  who  has 
directed  the  service  since  1971. 

Six  ‘women  of  the  decade’ 
to  be  featured  in  Nairobi 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Six  “women  of 
the  decade”  in  the  field  of  health  will  be 
featured  in  a  health  plenary  at  Forum 
’85  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  July  10-19. 

The  international  panel  on  women’s 
health  strategies  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Boards  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Christian  Medical  Commission  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  It  marks  the 
end  of  the  U.N.  Decade  for  Women. 
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UMs  attend  unity  session 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  — Sixty  one 
United  Methodists  from  39  annual  con¬ 
ferences  attended  the  22nd  annual  Na¬ 
tional  Workshop  on  Christian  Unity  in 
late  May. 

The  theme  for  more  than  250  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  registrants  was 
‘‘Liberation  and  Unity.” 

Sessions  included  denominational  cau¬ 
cuses.  Two  ecumenical  documents  were 
reported  to  the  United  Methodist  group 
which  met  one  afternoon. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  Moede,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  and  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
discussed  “The  COCU  Consensus.”  The 
document  has  been  published  by  the  nine 
denominations  in  COCU,  including  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism,  which  have  worked  to¬ 
ward  visible  unity  since  1962. 

Dr.  Moede  insisted  that  ecumenical 
concern  is  "both  biblical  and  out  of  our 
Methodist  heritage.”  He  urged  that 
annual  conferences  and  local  churches 


study  the  1984  proposal  in  the  COCU 
document. 

Fred  Fraley  III,  an  attorney  and 
member  of  University  Park  UMC  in  Dal¬ 
las,  spoke  about  his  church’s  study  of  the 
document  “Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Min¬ 
istry”  published  in  1983  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

Mr.  Fraley  said  the  document  ‘‘points 
the  way  to  theological  and  liturgical  re¬ 
vival  over  the  balance  of  the  century.” 
He  further  stated  that  if  it  is  promoted 
properly  by  local  churches  it  can  be  used 
in  assimilation  and  involvement  of  new 
members. 

During  major  workshop  sessions, 
Presbyterian  lay  theologian  Jorge  Lara- 
Braud  led  Bible  studies  on  the  parable  of 
the  last  judgment  from  Matthew  25.  One 
major  speaker  was  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouw¬ 
er,  new  general  secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches, 

The  next  National  Workshop  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  will  be  April  14-17,  1986,  in 
Hartford,  Conn. 
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A  COMPLETE  8000  sf  FLC  $243,000* 


ASSOCIATES  INC. 

3025  SSE  Loop  323  Tyler, Ttxas  75701 
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A  new  dimension  in  church  stationery  Raised 
printing  that  looks  like  engraving  Beautiful1  Write 
lor  kit  showing  quality  type  laces  colors  and 
prices  iOout  our  ailing  card  service 


•  COIORAOO  SPRINGS  CO  60901 


The  RAINBOW  Cross  and  Flame  lapel 
pin/charm  was  created  in  1984  by  arti¬ 
san  James  Avery  lor  the  New  World 
UMC  "Now,  as  United  Methodism 
moves  into  its  Third  Century  empha¬ 
sizing  both  church  growth  and  the 
Inclusive  church,  we  want  to  otter 
the  RAINBOW  Cross  and  Flame  to 
the  denomination."  said  Robert  L. 
(Actual  Size)  Robertson,  New  World  pastor 

Sterling  silver  lapel  pm- $25  gilt 

14K  gold  lapel  pm  or  14K  gold  charm  (without  chain) -575  gift. 

Make  checks  or  money  orders  payable  lo  New  World 
Building  Fund 


New  World  United  Methodist  Church 

5134  Northwest  Hwy  •  Garland.  TX  75043 
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Ole  Time  Family 
Camp  Meeting 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp 
Le  Blanc,  La. 

June  16-21,  1985 

Meals  and  Lodging  costs 
842.00  for  the  week 
or  88.50  per  day 

Everyone  Invited!! 


Activities  of  1985  Annual  Conference 


Left  to  right,  Dr.  Matheny,  Bishop  Underwood  and  Bishop  Goodson  listen  to  Church 
and  Society  report. 


Over  a  thousand  persons  attended  Centenary  College  Night. 


Excellence  Award  in  Scouting  is  presented  by  Bishop  Underwood  to  Troop  118, 
Camphor  Memorial,  Baton  Rouge. 


Annual  Conference  delegates  in  session. 


Bishop  Underwood  confers  with  Mrs.  Sheppard  concerning  diaconal  ministry  re- 


Dr.  Robert  Hayes,  Centnary  Night 
guest  speaker. 


Kent  Kilbourne,  Conference  song  lead- 


Bishop  Underwood  congratulates  some  of  the  probationary  members  being  re¬ 
ceived  at  Annual  Conference. 


Centenary  College  Alumni  Choir  presents  music  during  memorial  service. 


Dr.  Arnold,  chairperson  of  Board  of  Pensions,  confers  with  other  ministerial  dele¬ 
gates. 


Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  Centenary  College  trustee,  speaks  to  Conference. 


Dr.  Williamson,  Conference  Secretary,  confers  with  Bishop  Underwood  during 
business  session. 


Bishop  Underwood  addresses  Conference  membership  during  Monday  night  ses- 


Recipients  of  the  Bishop's  Award  during  Centenary  Night  hold  silver  bowls  as 
Bishop  Underwood  and  Dr.  Webb  look  on. 


Class  being  taken  into  full  connection  during  Conference  session. 
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A  compelling  need  to  cooperate 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


After  18  months  of  uncertainty  about 
the  intentions  of  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists,  denomi¬ 
national  officials  recently  showed  a 
commendable  willingness  to  cooperate 
with  the  new  organization. 

The  unexpected  thaw  in  relations  ap¬ 
peared  to  start  with  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety’s  May  6  "sending  forth"  ceremony. 

Two  members  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops— one  as  the  council’s  official  repre¬ 
sentative-observed  the  ceremony  in 
Dallas  but  did  not  participate  (see  UMR, 
May  10  and  17). 

While  not  officially  endorsing  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  or  its  work,  the  bishops' 
presence  publicly  acknowledged  that  so¬ 
ciety  members  and  their  10  missionaries 
are  fellow  United  Methodists. 

At  the  ceremony,  Mission  Society  offi¬ 
cials  repeated  that  the  group  intended  to 
“supplement”  the  work  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  official  mission-sending  agency. 
Among  other  things,  society  members 
think  United  Methodists  should  be  in¬ 
volved  in  more  overtly  "evangelical” 
mission  work  than  they  consider  Global 
Ministries  missionary  work  to  be. 

The  new  organization  did,  in  fact,  as¬ 
sign  its  missionaries  to  places  not  served 
by  Global  Ministries. 

The  following  week,  Peggy  Billings, 
chief  executive  of  Global  Ministries' 
overseas  missionary-sending  division, 
tacitly  acknowledged  that  a  working  re¬ 
lationship  between  the  two  groups  might 
be  possible. 

Ms.  Billings  said  the  denomination’s 
official  mission  board  would  work  with 
any  United  Methodist  individual  or 
group  to  fulfill  the  church’s  missionary 
needs  (see  UMR,  May  24).  Candidates 
would  merely  have  to  meet  the  board’s 
requirements  for  appointment. 

That  word  from  the  church’s  top  over- 
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seas  mission  official  reflects  a  welcome 
spirit  of  cooperation  not  previously  ap¬ 
parent.  Among  other  things,  Ms.  Billings 
may  have  opened  the  door  for  Global 
Ministries  to  consider  sending  missionar¬ 
ies  abroad  who  are  recruited  and  fi¬ 
nanced  by  the  Mission  Society— if  they 
meet  board  requirements 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  not 
likely  any  time  soon  to  satisfy  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society’s  insistence  on  an  evangelis¬ 
tic  emphasis  in  missions.  It  is  not 
far-fetched,  however,  to  think  that  the 
society's  efforts  might  complement 
those  of  the  board. 

For  example,  the  Mission  Society 
could  give  United  Methodists  uncomfort¬ 
able  with  Global  Ministries’  mission  phi¬ 
losophy  an  acceptable  outlet  for  mission 
work  and/or  financial  support— after 
their  churches  and  conferences  have 
fully  met  their  World  Service  asking. 

At  the  same  time,  the  cooperation  Ms. 
Billings  suggests  could  allow  the  official 
mission  board  effectively  to  oversee  and 
coordinate  denominational  mission  ef¬ 
forts  without  worrying  about  threats  to 
Global  Ministries  “turf.” 

There  is  a  compelling  need  for  that  co¬ 
operation.  Churches  overseas  that  re¬ 
ceive  United  Methodist  missionaries 
from  the  United  States  should  not  be 
placed  in  the  uncomfortable  position  of 
having  to  choose  between  competing 
United  Methodist  mission-sending 
groups.  Furthermore,  as  Christians  we 
should  avoid  presenting  an  image  of  a 
house  divided  within  itself  to  the  world. 

As  United  Methodist  Christians,  we 
should  commend  people  on  both  sides  of 
the  missions  controversy  for  showing 
constructive  restraint  in  dealing  with  a 
historically  divisive  matter.  Through  co¬ 
operation  the  two  should  be  able  to  find 
a  way  to  serve  and  expand  our  church’s 
needed  witness  throughout  the  world. 


Here  I  Stand 

Priorities  need  a  radical  review 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  ROGER  B.  TANQUIST 

As  one  who  loves  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  its  balanced  theological  per¬ 
spective,  for  its  inclusiveness,  for  its  con- 
nectionalism,  for  its  Wesleyan  heritage, 
for  its  ecumenicity  and  especially  for  the 
way  it  reflects  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  the 
love  of  God  and  compassion  for  all  people, 
I  would  like  to  express  my  deep  concern 
for  its  declining  membership. 

At  one  point  our 
congregation  deter¬ 
mined  that  during 
the  40  days  of  Lent, 
an  effort  would  be 
made  to  cancel  all 
regular  meetings  not 
directly  related  to  a 
worship  experience. 

In  retrospect,  one  Roger  B.  Tanquist 
would  be  hard  pressed  to  identify  any 
significant  tasks  left  undone  as  a  result. 

Following  that  lead,  I  propose  that  our 
denomination  give  serious  thought  to 
some  radical  suggestions  to  revive  the 
"fervor"  that  the  early  followers  of  John 
Wesley,  had.  For  example,  let’s  look  back 
at  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  gain 
perspective: 

1.  What  would  have  been  lost  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  if  no  Charge  Conference 
had  been  conducted  during  1984? 

2.  What  would  have  been  lost  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  if  annual  conferences  in 


alternate  years  were  reduced  to  a  one- 
day  business  meeting— concluding  with 
an  evening  of  fervent  evangelical  wor¬ 
ship  with  a  challenge  to  express  our  faith 
through  service  to  others? 

(Consider  dealing  with  unfinished  busi¬ 
ness  at  the  district  level.  Major  empha¬ 
sis  could  be  placed  on  meaningful 
worship  experiences,  encouraging  wide 
participation  in  each  district). 

3.  What  would  have  been  lost  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  if,  during  1984,  confer¬ 
ence  and  district  committees  were 
formed  by  geographical  areas  to  reduce 
time  and  expenditures  for  long-distance 
travel? 

4.  What  would  have  been  lost  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  if,  during  1984,  we  had 
reduced  the  size  of  committees  by  one- 
third  to  one-half  to  reduce  administra¬ 
tive  costs? 

5.  What  would  have  been  lost  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  if,  during  1984,  all  confer¬ 
ence  travel  budgets  were  reduced  by  50 
percent  (or  more)  for  bishops,  cabinets, 
clergy  and  laity— with  priority  given  to 
those  occasions  directly  related  to  deep¬ 
ening  personal  commitment  and  meeting 
imminent  human  needs? 

6.  What  would  have  been  gained  for 
the  cause  of  Christ,  if  during  1984,  other 
cost-effective  and  time-effective  mea¬ 
sures  had  been  taken? 

7.  What  would  have  been  gained  for 


the  cause  of  Christ,  if  during  1984,  we 
had  used  the  time  and  money  saved 
through  more  efficient  administration  by 
clergy  and  laity  to  promote  intensive 
evangelism  and  to  meet  a  significantly 
greater  proportion  of  human  needs? 

My  list  of  suggestions  is  not  intended 
to  be  exhaustive.  Anyone  can  find  many 
reasons  to  refute  any  item  suggested. 

My  intent  is  not  to  offer  a  cure  all  but 
to  suggest  the  need  for  a  radical  review 
of  our  priorities,  so  that  time  and  energy 
remains  for  personal  renewal,  visitation 
and  ministry  to  others  in  the  name  of 
Christ. 

Our  goal  should  always  be  adoration 
of  Christ,  service  to  Him  and  to  human¬ 
ity  and  commitment  to  a  deep  personal 
faith! 

"Here  7  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor.  Roger  B.  Tanquist.  is  a  member 
of  Fairmont  United  Methodist  Church. 
Fairmont.  Minn.  (Minnesota  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  1  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.  O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


UMC  boards,  bishops  deserve  blessings 


Both  disasters  demand  response 


News  organizations  use  certain  crite¬ 
ria  to  determine  what  makes  news. 
Among  those  criteria  are  "consequence” 
or  impact,  meaning  how  many  people  or 
how  big  an  area  is  affected  by  the  event 
being  reported,  and  “proximity,"  mean¬ 
ing  how  close  to  "home”  the  event  oc¬ 
curred. 

The  latter  criterion  helps  explain  why 
we  in  the  United  States  learned  relative¬ 
ly  more  about  the  recent  tornadoes  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  (proximity)  and 
the  loss  of  nearly  100  lives  than  we  did 
about  the  cyclone  in  Bangladesh  where 
as  many  as  10,000  lives  may  have  been 
lost  (consequence). 

But  we  as  Christians  must  not  allow 
these  secular  and  imperfect  measures  of 
news  value  to  obscure  our  concern  for 
"the  least  of  these,"  even  if  they  are 
mostly  non-Christians  as  far  away  as 
Bangladesh. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  350  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  (Okla¬ 
homa  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual 
conference  and  general  religious  news 
and  opinion  and  are  mailed  directly  to 
the  homes  of  church  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Tulsa,  we  say, 
"Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 
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We  are  not  suggesting  or  advocating 
indifference  to  the  suffering  close  to 
home.  To  the  contrary,  many  people  in 
the  United  States  lost  loved  ones,  homes, 
churches,  parsonages,  businesses  and 
jobs  in  the  recent  storms.  Supporting  and 
encouraging  church  and  public  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  stricken  regions  should  be  ur¬ 
gent  priorities  for  U.S.  Christians. 

Any  loss  of  a  loved  one,  or  of  one’s 
home,  is  a  human  tragedy  regardless  of 
where  it  occurs  or  its  magnitude  in  num¬ 
ber.  The  teaching  that  calls  Christians  to 
take  the  Gospel  to  “all  nations”  does  not 
relieve  us  of  our  responsibility  to  the 
"one  lost  sheep”  at  home.  However,  that 
teaching  does  emphasize  that  those  far 
removed  from  us  should  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten. 

One  of  our  greatest  mission /relief 
challenges  of  recent  times  awaits  us  as 
U.S.  Christians  in  Bangladesh  —  because 
of  its  magnitude.  We  should  strive,  how¬ 
ever,  to  share  God’s  love  and  compassion 
both  far  and  near  with  equal  enthusiasm 
and  generosity. 

(Contributions  to  both  U.S.  and  Ban¬ 
gladesh  relief  efforts  can  be  made 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115.)  / 


To  the  Editor: 

I  must  share  my  anguish  at  the  May  31 
editorial  attacking  what  you  call  “the 
growing  pattern  of  boards  and  agencies 
getting  hung  up'  on  church-and-society 
issues  at  the  possible  expense  of  their 
primary  responsibilities.” 

If  they  have  a  "hang  up”  regarding  so¬ 
cial  justice,  it  is  only  because  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  got  "hung  up”  over  compassion 
for  those  who  suffer.  Recall  Jesus’  de¬ 
scription  of  his  ministry  "to  preach  good 
news  to  the  poor  ...  to  set  at  liberty 
those  who  are  oppressed”  (Luke  4:18). 

There  is  no  aspect  of  the  church’s  life 
that  can  legitimately  be  carried  on  apart 
from  sensitivity  to  the  ever  surprising 
dimensions  of  God’s  compassion  and 
God’s  initiatives  for  justice,  whether  that 
ministry  be  one  of  missions,  discipleship. 
healing,  spiritual  formation,  evangelism, 
education,  administration  or  pastoral 
counseling. 

Now  that  our  mission  and  discipleship 
boards  and  our  bishops  are  increasingly 
responsive  to  God’s  justice-creating  ac¬ 
tivity,  they  deserve  blessings,  not  com¬ 
plaints.  Rather  than  threaten  the  unity 
of  the  church,  their  initiatives  affirm 
this  unity. 

It  is  the  strict  segmentation  of  social 
action,  mission,  evangelism  and  church 
oversight  from  each  other  that  tears 
apart  the  Body  of  Christ  and  our  com¬ 
mon  ministry. 

George  D.  McClain 
Staten  Island,  New  York 

Balanced  center  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  the  editorial,  "Why  have 


a  social  action  agency?”  (see  UMR,  May 
31).  You  are  moving  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion.  I  hear  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  beginning  to  speak  strongly  from  the 
center  of  our  faith. 

Let  us  unite  the  two  so  long  divided— 
social  witness  and  personal  conversion. 
The  “Good  News”  crowd  would  lead  us 
down  the  road  to  a  half  Gospel.  The  so¬ 
cial-action  crowd  would  lead  us  down  to 
a  no  Gospel.  Only  the  balanced  center 
holds  a  good  direction  for  our  church. 

The  true  silent  majority  of  United 
Methodism  is  neither  the  left  nor  the 
right  but  the  center.  Too  long  the  center 
has  been  silent.  Let  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  continue  to  speak  loudly  from 
the  center.  Let  the  Council  of  Bishops 
find  the  center.  Let  the  general  agencies 
get  their  act  in  balance. 

There  is  hope  for  our  church.  Let  us 
turn  neither  to  the  right  nor  the  left.  Let 
us  go  down  the  center  to  the  very  heart 
of  the  historic  evangelical  faith. 

The  Judeo-Christian  faith  is  a  bal¬ 
anced  faith:  “Let  justice  roll  down  like 
waters”;  "The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd”; 
“Take  up  a  cross  and  follow”;  “Come 
unto  me  and  learn." 

Let  us  continue  to  speak  up  for  social 
justice.  Let  us  more  clearly  speak  up  for 
personal  conversion  and  Christian  disci¬ 
pleship.  Let  us  all  begin  to  speak  louder 
from  the  balanced  centered  of  our  faith. 

Lonzo  F.  Battles 
Purcell,  Oklahoma 

A  ‘breath  of  fresh  air’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Like  a  breath  of  fresh  air  blowing 
across  the  flickering  fires  of  hope  for  our 


great  church,  hinting  of  possible  rekin¬ 
dling  of  the  dying  flame  of  evangelistic 
zeal  for  lost  souls,  was  the  recent  article 
on  Bishop  Wilkie  (see  UMR,  May  24). 

To  know  that  we  have  at  least  one 
bishop  who  is  willing  to  "stand  in  the 
gap,"  face  the  fundamental  issue  square¬ 
ly,  even  at  the  risk  of  possible  ostracism 
by  some  of  the  liberally  oriented  bishops, 
shows  the  kind  of  courage  needed  in  this 
critical  time  in  the  life  of  our  church. 

Is  it  possible,  as  Bishop  Wilke  inti¬ 
mates,  that  we’ve  already  passed  the 
“point  of  no  return?”  Have  the  ones  who 
have  already  left  us  been  the  ones  who 
possessed  the  motivating  power  to  have 
led  us  in  a  turn  around? 

I  appeal  to  the  bishops,  now  that  the 
church  has  given  some  of  the  leadership 
back  to  you,  to  establish  a  more  viable 
and  workable  relationship  with  the 
grass-roots  majority  out  here  in  the  vast 
expanses  of  our  smaller  churches  and 
hear  our  cry. 

I  firmly  believe  that  if  you  devise 
ways  to  let  the  “people"  find  ways  to 
speak,  then  together  we  can  bring  a 
much  needed  balance  between  faith  and 
works. 

Bill  Howie 

Waxhaw,  North  Carolina 

I  am  appalled 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  Methodist  for  80  years. 
I  am  appalled  at  what  is  happening 
in  our  church.  Now  there  is  so  much 
politics,  boycotting  and  protesting  that 
there  is  no  room  for  preaching  the  Gospel 
and  saving  souls. 

No  wonder  membership  has  dropped. 


May  the  Lord  help  us  get  back  to  the 
teaching  and  mission  of  John  Wesley. 

Mrs.  T.  H.  White 
Lexa  ,  Arkansas 

Salary  crisis  analyzed 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  article  quotes  several  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  directors 
saying  that  the  lack  of  response  to  ap¬ 
peals  for  an  additional  $2  million  dollars 
to  support  missionaries  represents  a 
lack  of  trust  in  the  missions  board.  I  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  problem  may  be  the  board's 
priorities  (see  UMR,  April  26). 

During  the  calendar  years  1981-1983, 
the  board  made  cash  grants  to  1,714  or¬ 
ganizations  not  formally  a  part  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  according  to 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  1984  quadrennial  report. 
The  size  of  the  grants  ranged  from  $50  to 
$508,331  over  the  three-year  period. 

During  these  three  years  the  board 
granted  $36,831,211  to  non-United  Meth¬ 
odist  groups.  This  figure  represents  97.6 
percent  of  the  $37,735,944  income  that 
the  board  received  from  World  Service. 

Many  of  these  grants  are  no  doubt  go¬ 
ing  to  worthwhile  causes.  However,  the 
board  is  giving  virtually  all  of  its  World 
Service  income  to  non-United  Methodist 
organizations. 

The  board  should,  therefore,  not  be 
surprised  that  it  is  having  difficulty  rais¬ 
ing  additional  funds  to  pay  for  what 
United  Methodist  people  through  their 
World  Service  contributions  were  sup¬ 
porting  all  along. 

Robert  L.  Wilson 
Durham,  North  Carolina 


Africa  Journal 

Importance  of  6church-to-church’  mission  orientation  seen 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  ninth  in  a 
series  of  reflective  articles  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a 
six-month  sabbatical  leave  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  East  African  nation  of  Kenya. 
He  may  be  contacted  c/o  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenya,  P.O.  Box  47633,  Nairo¬ 
bi,  Kenya. 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  — For  years  I’ve 
heard  our  church’s  overseas  mission  offi- 
cials  talk  about  the  importance  of 
"church-to-church  relationships.” 

I  did  not  fully  grasp  what  they  were 
talking  about  until  recently.  Or  maybe  I 
understood  the  words  but  wasn’t  con¬ 
vinced  of  their  validity. 

The  occasion  was  a  rare  opportunity 
to  sit  in  on  a  series  of  meetings  between 
United  Methodist  mission  board  officials 
from  the  United  States  and  leaders  of  an 
autonomous  overseas  church  (see  UMR, 
May  24). 

My  understanding  was  enhanced  by 
living  and  working  for  the  past  four 
months  with  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ke¬ 
nya.  I  know  it  to  be  a  real  church  in  its 
own  right,  with  its  own  programs  and 
priorities,  and  not  an  “overseas  mission” 
of  some  other  church. 

I've  come  to  know  the  Kenya  church’s 
strengths,  weaknesses  and  needs,  includ¬ 
ing  its  continuing  need  for  overseas  mis¬ 
sionary  personnel  and  financial  support. 
And  I  know  some  of  the  problems  that 
leaders  of  the  church  in  Kenya  have 
faced  because  of  overseas  personnel  and 
donors  who  want  to  pursue  their  mission 
without  regard  for  what  the  church  here 
has  defined  as  its  needs  and  mission. 

I  was  impressed  and  gratified  by  the 
way  leaders  from  our  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries— Peggy  Bill¬ 
ings  and  James  Lyles,  board  executives 
from  New  York,  and  John  Stumbo.  a  lay¬ 
man  and  director  on  the  board  from  To¬ 
peka.  Kan  — conducted  themselves  in 
relation  to  the  leaders  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenya. 

A  new  pattern  of  relating 

The  churches  are  so  unequal  in  size 
that  Global  Ministries  personnel  were 
bound  to  feel  tempted  to  control  the  flow 
of  conversation  and  the  nature  of  the  re¬ 
lationship. 

That,  after  all,  is  the  centuries-old  pat y 
tern  of  relating  between  mission-sending 
church  and  mission-receiving  churches. 
One  is  dependent  upon  the  other  But 
that's  not  the  kind  of  church-to-church 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


relationship  Global  Ministries  is  seeking 
to  foster. 

Instead,  the  meeting  reflected  an 
awareness  that  both  the  American 
church  and  the  Kenyan  church  have 
needs  and  gifts  and  insights  to  share  with 
the  other.  The  words 
that  surfaced  most 
often  during  the  con¬ 
versations  were  "au¬ 
tonomy,”  “integrity” 
and  "partnership." 

These,  the  partici¬ 
pants  said,  are  the 
ingredients  needed 
to  "enhance  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  God  through  both  our  churches.” 

Global  Ministries  representatives 
were  shown  some  of  the  Kenyan  church’s 
accomplishments  and  current  needs,  in¬ 
cluding  evidences  of  the  “cash  drought” 
that  has  resulted  from  last  year’s  “crop 
drought”  and  left  many  congregations 
with  insufficient  funds  even  to  pay  pas¬ 
tors’  salaries. 

Global  Ministries  leaders  also  were 
told  how  poor  communication  and  some 
past  actions  by  the  board  had  created 
frustration  for  Kenyan  church  leaders. 
And  they  heard  the  church  leaders  here 
lament  as  unfair  any  expectation  that 
they  should  choose  sides  “in  a  dispute 
among  American  United  Methodists.” 
They  were  referring  to  the  struggle  be¬ 
tween  Global  Ministries  and  the  new 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists. 

I  felt  well  represented  by  United 
Methodism’s  leaders  at  this  meeting. 
They  listened  well  and  responded  with  a 
combination  of  openness  and  candor. 
They  emphasized  some  United  Methodist 
commitments  that  could  not  be  compro¬ 
mised  for  the  sake  of  any  church-to- 
church  relationship.  They  acknowledged 
mistakes  by  the  board. 

They  even  conceded  that  the  board 
may  at  times  have  emphasized  church- 
to-church  relationships  too  heavily  at  the 
expense  of  aggressively  promoting  the 
board’s  mandate  to  take  the  Christian 
Gospel  and  extend  the  church’s  work  into 
new  areas. 

Global  Ministries  leaders  also  reflect¬ 
ed  an  awareness  that  Christians  in  other 
lands  have  spiritual  gifts  that  need  to  be 
shared  with  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States.  There  was  general  agree¬ 
ment,  for  example,  that  American  Chris¬ 
tians  would  benefit  from  hearing  church 
leaders  like  Kenya’s  presiding  bishop, 


Lawi  Imathiu,  witness  to  their  faith  and 
describe  their  church’s  understanding  of 
mission  outreach. 

And  there  was  agreement  that  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians,  faced  with  membership 
losses  and  other  forms  of  institutional 
decline,  would  be  inspired  if  they  could 
visit  overseas  churches  and  witness  with 
their  own  eyes  the  way  God’s  Spirit  is 
moving  and  working  within  them. 

Sitting  in  on  this  meeting  helped  me 
also  to  see  with  new  clarity  how  our 
church’s  internal  disagreements  about 
mission  methods  and  philosophy  in  the 
United  States  affect  sister  churches  in 
other  countries. 

When  Bishop  Imathiu  told  Global  Min¬ 
istries  representatives  that  “perhaps  you 
United  Methodists  are  strong  enough  to 
afford  divisions  into  competing  groups, 
but  we  aren’t,"  Ms.  Billings  responded: 
“I'm  not  sure  we  really  can  afford  such 
divisions  either." 

Bishop  Imathiu  said:  “We  said  that 
laughingly  because  we  know  that  your 
church’s  divisions  must  surely  be  reduc¬ 
ing  your  effectiveness.” 

Two  nagging  questions 

This  meeting  left  me  with  some  very 
positive  feelings  but  also  with  two  nag¬ 
ging  questions. 

First,  how  can  our  church’s  members 
be  helped  to  recast  their  understanding 
of  missions  from  "something  we  decided 
is  needed  and  we  send  people  to  do  for 
them"  to  “something  we  agree  with  them 
is  needed  and  we  work  together  as  Chris¬ 
tian  brothers  and  sisters  to  accomplish”? 

The  former  understanding  character¬ 
ized  our  church’s  approach  to  mission 
outreach  until  recently,  and  it  met  with 
enormous  success  in  earlier  times.  Control 
of  the  mission  necessarily  rested  with  the 
missionary  and  the  sending  church. 

With  the  successful  spread  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  the  resulting  growth  of 
churches  in  other  countries,  this  ap¬ 
proach  is  no  longer  adequate  in  most  sit¬ 
uations  today.  Needs  and  priorities  as 
defined  by  the  mission-receiving  church 
also  must  be  taken  into  account.  Pater¬ 
nalism  must  give  way  to  partnership. 

Our  mission  board  leaders  recognize 
the  need  for  this  shift  in  outlook,  but  they 
admit  they've  had  less  success  than 
they'd  like  in  communicating  its  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  church's  members. 

I’m  convinced  our  church’s  members 


are  capable  of  understanding  and  re¬ 
sponding  with  incredible  new  energy  and 
enthusiasm  to  a  partnership-oriented  un¬ 
derstanding  of  mission  outreach.  But 
how  can  the  need  for  this  shift  from  a  fa¬ 
miliar  way  of  do\ng  things  be  communi¬ 
cated  effectively?) 

Second,  how  can  our  church’s  official 
mission-sending  agency  convince  those 
United  Methodists  long  alienated  from  it 
for  theological  and/or  policy  reasons 
that  the  new  Mission  Society  is  unneces¬ 
sary,  as  they  contend,  because  of  the 
board’s  commitment  “to  be  open  to  all 
United  Methodist  people?” 

That  boils  down  to  a  problem  of  trust. 
The  burden  will  be  on  Global  Ministries 
officials  to  show  their  critics  that  their 
agency  intends  to  serve  all  parts  of  the 
church  in  fact  as  well  as  in  word. 

These  are  hard  questions.  We  should 
be  suspicious  of  any  simple,  easy  an¬ 
swers  to  them.  The  real  difficulty  that 
disunity  in  the  American  church  is  caus¬ 
ing,  for  Christian  brothers  and  sisters  in 


churches  we  have  helped  to  nurture  in 
other  lands,  makes  me  feel  an  acute,  new 
urgency  to  search  for  ways  to  heal  our 
divisions. 

New  mission  outreach  possible 

I  don’t  think  it  is  unrealistic  to  suppose 
that  the  search  for  successful  answers  to 
these  questions  could  produce  a  great 
new  era  of  mission  awareness  and  activ¬ 
ity  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
convergence  of  our  needs  and  resources 
with  those  of  churches  in  other  lands 
makes  such  a  new  era  possible. 

Ironically,  our  faithfulness  in  respond¬ 
ing  to  this  opportunity  may  well  hold  the 
key  to  United  Methodism’s  own  future. 
History  shows  that  a  church  preoccupied 
with  maintaining  its  own  institutional 
structures  is  doomed  to  decline;  a  church 
preoccupied  with  sharing  the  message  of 
Christ  in  word  and  deed  with  others,  is 
likely  to  be  blessed  by  God  with  a  re¬ 
newed  surge  of  life  and  vitality. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


The  Holy  Spirit  is  the 
enabling  power  in  all 
Christian  spiritual  formation 
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for  lay  and  clergy  persons  who  wish  to  have 
an  intentional  spiritual  ministry  within  the  church 


Camp  Sumatanga,  AL 
beginning 
Oct.  IS,  1985 


Nashville,  TN 
beginning 
Jan.  28,  1986 


Five  days  every  three  months  for  two  years 
A  serious,  experientially  and  academically  oriented,  exploratory 
two-year  program  with  an  ecumenical  mix  of  peers  and  staff, 
for  persons  who  are  open  to  a  variety  of  Christian  spiritual  traditions. 
Major  emphasis  on  physical  fitness  and  nutrition. 
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Maxie  Dunnam 
Tilden  Edwards 
Elise  Eslinger 


Roy  Fairchild 
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For  complete  information,  please  write  to  Danny  Morris, 
Executive  Director  of  The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation, 
The  Upper  Room,  Box  189,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 
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Storms  fail  to  outreach 
United  Methodist  network 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

No  matter  how  many  times  they 
slammed  communities  across  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York  on  May  31, 
rampaging  tornadoes  couldn’t  find  a 
place  beyond  United  Methodism's  amaz¬ 
ing  national,  disaster-response  network. 

In  nearly  every  battered  community, 
United  Methodism  had  a  congregation. 

And  by  its  very  nature,  each  congrega¬ 
tion  had  a  building  and  professional  staff 
and  volunteers  that  could  be  directed  to¬ 
ward  responding  to  the  disaster.  Nation¬ 
al  church  disaster  officials  say  people 
everywhere  can  learn  important  lessons 
by  looking  at  how  United  Methodists  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  tornadoes.  Anybody  any¬ 
where  suddenly  can  be  thrust  into  a 
similar  emergency,  they  say. 

The  United  Methodist  system  worked 
fast  and  effectively  in  the  three  Great 
Lakes  states,  the  Reporter  has  found. 

Because  of  the  denomination’s  connec- 
tional  system,  United  Methodists  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Cleveland  and  from  Mon¬ 
tana  to  Florida  were  able  immediately 
to  work  toward  healing  physical  and 
emotional  hurts. 

“You  can’t  buy  that  kind  of  response, 
but  we  can  do  it  because  of  our  beautiful 
connectional  church,”  said  Norma  Kehr- 
berg,  head  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 

The  following  examples  are  only  a 
small  sampling  of  what  United  Method¬ 
ists  did.  They  serve  to  show  the  types  of 
service  which  the  connections  that  run 
among  all  levels  of  the  church  can  offer. 

Friday  evening:  destruction 

The  ferocious  storm  sweeps  across 

Grievance  filed 
against  pastor 
under  1984  rule 

From  Religious  News  Service 
DENVER  —  A  grievance  has  been 
filed  against  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush,  a  ho¬ 
mosexual  minister  whose  reappointment 
to  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
downtown  Denver  is  expected  June  12. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Murphy,  superintendent 
of  the  Denver  North  District,  confirmed 
that  the  grievance  was  filed  but  declined 
to  say  who  filed  it  or  exactly  what  it 
charges. 

The  grievance  refers  to  the  ruling  by 
the  1984  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  that  bars  self-proclaimed,  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexuals  from  ordination  or 
appointment  to  a  church  position,  Mr 
Murphy  said. 

Mr.  Rush,  48,  associate  pastor  at  St. 
Paul’s,  declined  to  comment  on  the 
grievance,  "on  the  advice  of  my  attor¬ 
ney.”  He  is  the  only  United  Methodist 
minister  with  an  official  church  job  who 
openly  acknowledges  that  he  is  a  homo¬ 
sexual.  The  grievance  follows  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  due  process  rules,  said  Mr. 
Murphy,  adding  that  he  will  meet  with 
Mr.  Rush  and  filers  of  the  grievance  to 
attempt  a  reconciliation. 

Mr.  Rush’s  reappointment  to  St.  Paul’s 
.  is  expected  when  the  church’s  Rocky 
!•  Mountain  Annual  Conference  meets  in 
Fort  Collins,  Colo.,  in  mid-June.  Denver 
Area  Bishop  Roy  Sano  has  said  he  will 
not  announce  the  appointment  until  June 
12,  but  Mr.  Murphy  said  he  expects  Bish¬ 
op  Sano  to  reappoint  Mr.  Rush. 

According  to  United  Methodist  rules,  a 
bishop  is  bound  to  appoint  any  minister 
"in  good  standing."  Mr.  Rush  said  he  be¬ 
lieves  he  is  in  good  standing. 

Bishop  Sano,  spiritual  leader  of 
110,000  United  Methodists  in  Colorado, 
Utah,  Wyoming,  and  Montana,  was  un¬ 
available  for  comment. 

Mr.  Rush,  who  is  divorced,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  St.  Paul’s  in  1981  by  then-Bish- 
op  Melvin  Wheatley.  Bishop  Wheatley, 
now  retired,  faced  a  national  church  in¬ 
vestigating  committee  after  being 
charged  with  defying  church  law  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  appointment.  He  was  absolved  of 
the  charge. 

But  last  year  the  highest  legislative 
body  in  the  9.4-million-member  church 
passed  a  more  exact  prohibition  against 
homosexuals,  stating  that  self-pro- 
claimed,  practicing  homosexuals  cannot 
be  in  the  ministry.  The  church’s  highest 
court,  the  Judicial  Council,  upheld  that 
ruling  last  October. 

However,  the  Judicial  Council  in  ef¬ 
fect  created  a  "grandfather  clause,”  re¬ 
stricting  the  authority  of  bishops  to 
refuse  ministerial  appointments  to  al¬ 
ready  ordained  homosexuals.  A  bishop, 
said  the  council,  could  take  such  action 
only  if  the  annual  conference  had  al¬ 
ready  followed  "due  process"  in  sus¬ 
pending  or  removing  homosexual  clergy 
from  the  ordained  ministry. 


Executive  Director: 

Urban  Ministry 

Executive  Director  for  ecumenical  urban 
mission  agency  in  San  Antonio,  Texas  to  di¬ 
rect  staff;  relate  to  diverse  mission  agencies, 
communicate  and  work  with  various  politi¬ 
cal,  community,  congregational  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  judicatories.  Must  have  personal 
commitment  to  urban  ministry  and  founda¬ 
tion  in  Biblical  principles  of  social  justice  and 
service.  Must  be  an  active  and  dedicated 
churchperson.  Must  have  college  and  gradu¬ 
ate  degrees  (graduate  degree  may  be  waived 
in  unusual  circumstances).  Needs  skills  in 
program  administration,  fiscal  planning,  per¬ 
sonnel  management,  and  communication. 
Send  resume;  a  statement  giving  reason  for 
applying  and  understanding  of  urban  minis¬ 
try;  and  list  four  references,  to  be  received  no 
later  than  July  1  to: 

Search  Committee 

San  Antonio  Urban  Council,  Inc. 

16245  Nacogdoches 
San  Antonio,  Texas  78247 


three  states  during  the  evening,  continu¬ 
ously  slinging  its  multiple  tails  to  the 
ground  and  leaving  scores  dead,  hun¬ 
dreds  injured  and  blocks  of  property 
devastated  in  the  wake  of  their  lethal 
sting  in  dozens  of  communities. 

United  Methodist  losses  in  property 
and  life  are  minimal— five  structures 
and  three  lives— when  one  considers  to¬ 
tal  losses.  This  in  no  way  minimizes, 
however,  the  individual  suffering  (see 
editorial  on  Page  2). 

The  storms  destroy  the  parsonage  of 
the  Coalburg,  Ohio,  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  Pennsylvania,  both  the  churches 
and  parsonages  in  East  Kane  and  Fal- 
lowfield  are  demolished. 

Many  United  Methodists  are  among 
those  who  lose  their  homes.  More  than  50 
families  of  the  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  are  homeless  after 
the  whirlwinds  pass. 

Left  dead  are  a  17-year-old  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Kane, 
Pa.,  and  an  elderly  couple  of  Fallow- 
field,  Pa.,  United  Methodist  Church.  Also 
killed  was  the  new  bride  of  the  couple’s 
grandson  who  had  just  driven  in  from 
Texas. 

Friday  night:  communication 

United  Methodists  begin  to' care  for 
their  own  losses,  but  from  the  beginning, 
they  address  universal  needs. 

The  United  Methodist  disaster  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  Erie-Meadville  (Pa.)  Dis¬ 
trict,  as  in  other  districts,  swings  into 
action  immediately. 

He  dons  his  white  hard  hat  with  United 
Methodism’s  cross  and  flame  emblem. 
The  hat  helps  him  get  into  damaged  ar¬ 
eas  that  quickly  are  sealed  off  from  out¬ 
siders  by  the  National  Guard. 

He  is  able  to  begin  reporting  to  a  net¬ 
work  of  other  district  coordinators, 
district  superintendents  and  Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference  disas¬ 
ter  coordinators. 

Those  people  become  communication 
centers  who  are  about  as  fast  as  any  oth¬ 
er  source  in  learning  all  the  places 
where  damage  occurred  because  of  the 
saturation  of  their  areas  with  United 
Methodist  congregations.  The  congrega¬ 
tions  feed  them  information. 

District  superintendents  give  advice 
and  sympathy  to  pastors  dealing  with 
destruction.  They  inform  other  pastors 
of  ways  they  and  their  congregations  can 


help  in  the  immediate  aftermath 

Kathy  Clark  of  the  general  church's 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  hears  of  the  disaster  and  calls 
the  disaster  coordinators  of  affected  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  answering  questions 
and  giving  advice  throughout  the  night. 

(Only  two  weeks  earlier,  Ms.  Clark 
had  trained  district  and  conference  di¬ 
saster  coordinators  in  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  a  month  earlier  in  Western 
New  York  for  just  such  a  night.  Her 
work  is  paid  for  through  World  Service 
funds  given  by  UM  congregations  nation¬ 
wide.) 

Many  annual  conferences  have  such 
highly  structured  systems  in  place  that 
no  disaster  can  catch  them  off-guard, 
she  says. 

"We’re  ready  and  know  what  to  do." 
says  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Tennies,  co-leader  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  disaster  team. 
He  “sits  on  the  phone”  all  weekend, 
keeping  in  touch  with  district  superinten¬ 
dents  and  disaster  coordinators. 

Several  congregations  offer  their 
buildings  as  shelters. 

Saturday:  on  the  scene 

Mr.  Tennies  in  Pennsylvania  says  the 
UM  network  is  identifying  isolated  com¬ 
munities  with  damage  that  hasn’t  been 
featured  on  TV.  "The  people  there  feel 
forgotten  and  even  more  psychologically 
despairing,”  he  says.  The  UM  network 
quickly  begins  to  direct  aid-givers  to 
“the  people  falling  between  the  cracks  to 
make  certain  nobody  is  forgotten." 

The  network  tries  to  get  in  touch  with 
all  church  leaders  in  destroyed  areas  to 
"give  each  one  a  chance  to  share  their 
hurt  and  frustration,”  Mr.  Tennies  says. 

Most  emergency  food  and  clothing 
needs  are  supplied  by  the  Red  Cross,  Sal¬ 
vation  Army  and  government  organiza¬ 
tions.  Churches  and  individual  members 
fill  in  where  other  organizations  don’t. 

The  United  Methodist  church  in  Busti, 
N.Y.,  converts  its  kitchen  to  a  regular 
feeding  center  for  several  newly  home¬ 
less  families. 

Numerous  churches  become  food  and 
clothing  distribution  centers. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  (Ohio  East 
Area)  visits  hardest-hit  areas  with  other 
area  and  annual  conference  leaders. 

The  Rev.  James  Schmittle  and  the 
Rev.  Craig  Lyman  of  Grace  and  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  Albion, 
Pa.,  spend  the  day  at  the  morgue  and 
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Roaring  300  mile-per-hour  winds  took  the  roof  of  Fallowfield,  Pa.,  United 
Methodist  Church,  collapsed  the  inside  structure  onto  the  pews  and  bowed 
the  outside  structure  beyond  future  use.  Across  the  road,  the  tornado  took 
the  second  floor  of  the  parsonage  and  embedded  glass  and  mud  into  every¬ 
thing  in  the  rest  of  the  house. 


4Auntie  Jo’  keeps  in  touch 
with  needy  kids  in  Haiti 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LANSING.  N.Y.— Josephine  Ernstein 
was  61  years  old  when  she  heard  a  Ja¬ 
maican  doctor  lecture  at  nearby  Cornell 
University  on  the  desperate  living  condi¬ 
tions  in  Haiti. 

“I  saw  the  pictures  he  displayed  and  I 
heard  the  horrible  stories  and  I  knew 
they  needed  me  there. 

“I  stayed  after  the  lecture  and  asked 
what  a  retired  French  teacher  might 
do,"  recalled  Mrs.  Ernstein,  now  81  and 
an  active  member  of  Lansing  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  physician,  Dr.  Harold  May  of  the 
Albert  Schweitzer  Hospital  in  Haiti,  in¬ 
vited  her  to  the  poverty-stricken  country 
to  see  for  herself.  Within  months  she  was 
teaching  French  and  English  in  the  pri¬ 
mary  school  connected  with  the  hospital 
and  ended  up  staying  four  years— most 
of  the  time  as  directoress  of  the  school. 

“Once  I  got  there  it  was  terrible  to  see 
all  those  children  trying  to  get  into 
school  and  not  being  able  to  afford  it." 

So  "Auntie  Jo,”  as  she  soon  came  to  be 
known,  began  "adopting”  Haitian  chil¬ 
dren,  paying  their  tuition  and  supplying 
them  clothes  and  books  to  attend  school. 

"When  you  see  intelligent  children  and 
know  they  are  never  going  to  get  another 
chance  (to  attend  school),  you  find  the 
money,"  she  said. 

She  decided  to  ask  her  church  in  Lan¬ 
sing  for  help. 

Mrs.  Ernstein  began  by  asking  for 
money  to  rent  garden  plots  and  to  buy 
seeds  for  poor  Haitians  who  could  not  af¬ 
ford  land  of  their  own.  In  a  short  time 
the  church  became  so  enthused  that  a 
committee  on  Haiti  was  formed  and  spe¬ 
cial  funding  for  Haitian  projects  became 


Josephine  Ernstein 


a  regular  budget  item. 

The  commitment  of  Lansing  UMC 
soon  grew  to  providing  financial  support 
for  children.  Today  the  church  pays  the 
tuition,  buys  the  books  and  provides 
clothing  for  53  children  in  primary 
school  in  Haiti. 

Mrs.  Ernstein  has  "retired  again"  to 
Lansing  but  makes  three  to  fo  :r  trips  a 
year  to  the  island  to  administer  projects 
and  insure  that  funds  are  going  directly 
to  designated  students. 

"I’ve  wanted  to  do  more.  There  are  so 
many  children  who  need  help.  I’m  an  in¬ 
strument  in  the  Lord’s  hands  and  I  am 
doing  all  I  can,"  she  said. 

-  SUSAN  CARROLL 


Their  own  church  destroyed  (see  photo  below  left), 
Fallowfield,  Pa.,  United  Methodists  worshipped 
members  at  the  Congregational  Christian  Church 
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in  nearby  Atlantic  as  all  sought  the  hope  of  resurrection 
on  Sunday  morning  from  the  major  devastation  of  their 
communities  on  Friday  May  31. 


hospitals,  making  more  than  80  calls. 
This  continues  for  days,  prompting  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  George  Crooks  to 
insist  they  get  away  for  a  few  days— 
both  to  take  a  break  from  the  punishing 
routine  and  to  get  the  support  of  their 
colleagues  by  attending  annual  confer¬ 
ence 

UMCOR  provides  names  of  some 
counselors  in  West  Virginia  who  may  be 
able  to  provide  counseling  to  the  com¬ 
munity  at  least  for  a  few  days. 

One  crucial  role  of  the  connectional 
system  is  for  leaders  higher  up  the  lad¬ 
der  to  make  certain  that  workers  “take  a 
breather"  and  don’t  exhaust  themselves, 
says  UMCOR's  Norma  Kehrberg. 

Cecil  Maxwell,  East  Ohio’s  conference 
disaster  coordinator,  visits  damaged 
communities.  He  excitedly  embraces 
members  of  the  Mennonite  team  when 
he  sees  them  in  Newton  Falls.  They  had 
worked  together  in  1981  when  a  tornado 
swept  through  Cardington  while  he  was 
mayor  there.  His  previous  experience 
helps  the  layman  provide  invaluable  ser¬ 
vice  on  this  weekend,  Cathy  Clark  says. 

Sunday:  resurrection 

If  Friday  was  a  crucifixion  experience 
of  unmerited  suffering,  United  Method¬ 
ists  find  hope  of  resurrection  in  hundreds 
of  worship  services  this  morning. 

"Theological  mixups  are  rampant  af¬ 
ter  something  like  this  where  damage  is 
so  random  and  illogical."  Mr.  Crooks 
says. 

For  example,  what  does  one  make  of 
the  fact  that  a  tornado  cut  a  path  that 
should  have  gone  through  Franklin 
Square,  Ohio,  United  Methodist  Church 
but  swerved  around  it  and  took  instead  a 
grove  of  trees  and  two  downspouts  of  the 
church?  Yet,  other  churches— and  peo¬ 
ple— were  not  spared. 

A  major  task  of  the  churches  is  to  help 
people  have  a  proper  theological  under¬ 
standing  of  what  has  happened  without 
the  natural  tendency  to  assign  guilt,  Mr. 
Crooks  says. 

Members  of  the  Sugar  Creek,  Lupher 
and  Worden  Chapels  on  a  Pennsylvania 
three-point  charge  arrive  at  their  ser¬ 
vices  to  find  that  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stains 
has  thrown  out  his  sermon  and  order  of 
worship.  Instead,  they  spend  time  in 
prayer  and  in  sharing  stories  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  what  has  happened  not  so 
much  to  them  as  to  people  only  a  few 
miles  away. 

At  the  end  of  the  service  at  Worden 
Chapel,  several  members  meet  on  the 
steps  and  decide  to  go  prepare  some 
food.  They  deliver  meals  "to  people  in 
the  sticks”  who’ve  lost  sources  of  power 

Kansans  decide 
hospital  cannot 
use  symbol 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan.— The  three  huge  cross 
and  flame  emblems  on  the  outside  of 
Wichita’s  Wesley  Medical  Center  must 
come  down,  say  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Kansas  West  conference. 

In  a  317-179  vote,  conference  members 
asked  hospital  officials  to  remove  the 
emblems  which  symbolize  United  Meth¬ 
odism. 

The  vote  came  after  little  discussion 
at  annual  conference,  according  to  con¬ 
ference  communications  director  Kathy 
Kreuger. 

The  hospital  was  owned  by  the  Kansas 
West  conference  until  it  was  sold  to  Hos¬ 
pital  Corporation  of  America  in  Febru¬ 
ary  for  $265  million.  It  was  the  first  time 
a  United  Methodist  hospital  was  sold  to  a 
for-profit  corporation. 

The  three  cross  and  flame  emblems, 
two-and-a-half-stories  high  each,  were 
purchased  by  the  hospital  five  years  ago 
for  $25,000.  It  is  uncertain  what  the  hos¬ 
pital  will  do  with  them,  said  Wesley  vice 
president  Robert  O’Brien. 

Ms.  Krueger  said,  "I  think  the  people 
who  opposed  leaving  them  up  thought 
they  could  be  misleading  . . .  and  some 
people  may  still  believe  the  church  owns 
the  hospital." 

The  emblems  are  to  be  removed  short¬ 
ly  after  consummation  of  the  sale,  ex¬ 
pected  about  the  first  of  July,  Ms. 
Kreuger  added. 

-  SUSAN  CARROLL 


and  suffered  other  incapacitating  dam¬ 
age. 

Bishop  Thomas  and  other  East  Ohio 
leaders  attend  worship  services  of  the  10 
churches  in  hardest-hit  areas. 

Emotions  run  high  as  they  stand  be¬ 
fore  the  congregations  and  present 
checks  from  $1,000  to  $2,000  each  from 
fellow  United  Methodists  through  annual 
conference  reserve  funds  to  help  meet 
needs  of  the  churches,  congregations  and 
their  communities.  One  small  congrega¬ 
tion  gives  the  check  back  to  be  used  else¬ 
where  because  it  feels  it  can  handle  its 
challenges.  Members  say,  though  that 
“it  means  so  much  to  know  others  care 
about  us.” 

Monday:  gathering  money 

Clara  Lou  Kerr,  editor  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
calls  conference  leaders  who  are  in  a  di¬ 
saster-response  meeting  to  impress  upon 
them  the  eagerness  of  United  Methodists 
to  give.  She  helps  accelerate  their  deci¬ 
sion  to  set  up  a  Tornado  Relief  fund  so 
she  can  call  the  Reporter’s  Dallas  offices 
immediately  to  stop  the  presses  to  get  a 
story  in  her  conference  edition  and  thus 
get  that  information  to  the  homes  of  all 
churches’  leaders  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
She  asks  Reporter  Assistant  Editor  Don 
Small  to  rip  one  story  off  the  page  and 
replace  it  with  up-to-the-minute  disaster 
coverage. 

Thelma  Monbarren,  editor  of  the  East 
Ohio  edition  of  the  Reporter,  is  doing  the 
same  thing,  phoning  in  a  story  announc¬ 
ing  a  conference-wide  offering  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  9. 

A  United  Methodist  church  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.,  calls  the  Western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  conference  office  to  say  it  has  raised 
money  to  help.  A  year  ago  that  congre¬ 
gation  had  received  help  through  United 
Methodism’s  network  after  tornados 
struck  South  Carolina. 

Members  of  a  church  in  Washington 
state  that  had  received  UM  network 
money  to  help  it  through  the  logging  in¬ 
dustry  slump  call  the  East  Ohio  confer¬ 
ence  office  to  say  they  will  raise  funds  to 
rebuild  the  parsonage  at  Coalburg,  Ohio 
They  learned  about  the  parsonage  after 
reading  of  the  tornados  and  calling  their 
district  superintendent  about  needs. 

UMCOR’s  Ms.  Clark  meets  with  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  officials.  They  ask  for 
$20,000  from  UMCOR.  She  goes  to  the 


phone,  comes  back  and  says  the  money  is 
on  the  way.  (East  Ohio  and  Central 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conferences  get 
similar  grants.) 

“I  couldn’t  be  more  uplifted  than  by 
the  kind  of  response  to  these  tornados," 
Ms.  Clark  says.  "There  clearly  is  a  trend 
for  more  annual  conferences  to  form 
highly  organized  committee^  ready  for 
anything.  The  organization  has  paid  off." 
She  flies  off  for  two  days  in  Puerto  Rico 
helping  United  Methodist  congregations 
there  respond  to  flooding. 

UMCOR  establishes  a  Pennsylvania/ 
Ohio  Tornado  Advance  Special.  Church¬ 
es  sending  money  to  account  No.  901300-2 
will  have  their  money  directed  to  congre¬ 
gational,  church  property  and  individual 
needs  in  the  disaster  areas. 

Tuesday:  UMCOR  on  ground 

The  Rev.  Gary  Bekofske  of  UMCOR 
begins  driving  hundreds  of  miles,  trying 
to  visit  every  community  and  affected 
church  to  assure  them  that  the  global 
community  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  behind  them.  He  assesses  long¬ 
term  needs.  The  devastation  of  300  mile- 
per-hour  winds  is  unbelievable,  he  says. 

At  small  Wheatland  (Pa.)  United 
Methodist  Church,  members  begin  serv¬ 
ing  three  meals  a  day  to  homeless  people 
and  the  National  Guard,  averaging  1,400 
meals  per  day  mainly  prepared  by  them 
and  members  of  surrounding  small 
churches. 

Friday:  long-term  planning 

District  Superintendent  Crooks  meets 
with  all  pastors  of  damaged  areas  in  his 
district  to  talk  of  the  long-term  needs. 
“Our  big  need  is  to  enlist  counseling.  We 
have  to  be  careful  how  we  do  it  and  find 
counselors  who  know  how  to  avoid  lay¬ 
ing  guilt  trips  on  people.  There’s  no  sure 
fire  way.  But  everything  is  in  chaos  and 
will  stay  that  way  a  long  time.  Over  the 
next  year,  we  have  to  be  available  to 
help  reorient  whole  communities.” 

After  the  immediate  post-tragedy  at¬ 
tention  wears  off,  the  big  public  support 
will  end,  but  the  churches  will  remain  to 
do  the  grinding  jobs  nobody  else  can  do, 
he  says. 

(Aiding  in  reporting  for  this  story 
were  Clara  Lou  Kerr  and  Thelma  Mon- 
barren  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  and 
East  Ohio  editions  of  the  Reporter.) 


Times  Like  These 
Demand  A  New  Kind 
of  Marriage  Book 

Getting  Ready  for  Marriage 
Revised 

David  R.  Mace 
One  of  the  world’s  leading  authorities  on  marriage 
prepares  couples  for  the  difficult  realities  of 
married  life  in  the  1980s  by  discussing  matrimony 
in  today’s  world,  how  to  plan  for  the  future  together, 
how  to  live  with  sex,  how  to  treat  in-laws  and 
how  to  manage  money. 

Order  today!  Just  $5.95, 
paper,  ISBN  0-687-14136-2 

Marriage  and  Divorce:  What  the  Bible  Says 
James  M.  Efird 

Especially  valuable  for  ministers,  men  and  women 
contemplating  marriage  and  those  who  have 
experienced  divorce,  this  straightforward  examination 
of  biblical  teachings  focuses  on  what  the  Bible 
really  can  show  us  about  marriage  and  divorce 
in  today’s  world. 

Order  today!  Just  $4.95,  paper, 

ISBN  0-687-23619-3 


Abingdon  Press 

<*  TM  Haul* 


\ 


PACE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Cushions  become  teaching  tools 
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UM  television  series 
production  scheduled 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

UNION  CITY,  Tenn.— Cushions  at 
the  altar  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  do  more  than  provide  a  soft 
place  for  kneeling.  The  15  red.  needle¬ 
point  "kneelers"  also  teach. 

Each  cushion  bears  a  Christian  sym¬ 
bol  such  as  the  pomegranate  which 
represents  resurrection,  the  anchor 
cross  and  the  fish  symbol  which  repre¬ 
sents  Christian  hope  and  the  seven- 
tongued  flame  symbolic  of  Pentecost. 

The  cushions  were  made  by  the 
church’s  United  Methodist  Women  in 
1983  to  complement  a  newly-renovated 
sanctuary. 

Although  the  cushions  started  as  a 
beautification  project,  the  Rev.  Joe 
Piercy,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  said  the 
project  soon  became  a  learning  experi¬ 
ence  for  the  women  s  group  as  well  as 
the  entire  congregation. 

“During  the  sanctuary  dedication 
service,  I  explained  each  symbol  to  the 
congregation,”  he  said.  “Also  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  produced  a  book¬ 
let  about  the  symbols  for  congregation 


members  so  they  can  learn  how  the 
symbols  fit  into  their  Christian  lives. 

“I  also  bring  the  children’s  Sunday 
School  classes  into  the  sanctuary  and 
use  the  cushions  to  teach  them  the 
meaning  of  the  symbols,”  Mr.  Piercy 
continued.  “The  children  love  the 
bright  colors. 

“This  was  a  major  undertaking  by 
the  United  Methodist  Women  Embroi¬ 
dering  the  cushions  was  an  acting  out 
of  their  faith  commitments.  I  believe  it 
brought  about  a  growing  and  nurturing 
of  their  faith,"  he  said. 

According  to  Peggy  Burnett,  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  needlepoint  project,  In¬ 
die  Cockerham,  a  local  needlepoint 
designer,  created  the  symbol  patterns 
and  coordinated  the  colors  to  accentu¬ 
ate  the  remodeled  sanctuary.  Ms. 
Cockerham  has  created  cushion  de¬ 
signs  for  several  churches  in  Tennessee 
and  has  also  designed  chair  cushions 
for  Tennessee's  state  capitol. 

It  took  the  24  women  in  the  project 
two  years  to  complete  the  cushions,” 
Ms.  Burnett  said.  “Many  of  us  had  nev¬ 
er  embroidered,  so  Ms.  Cockerham  also 


taught  us  in  a  series  of  workshops. 

"We  used  turquoise,  gold,  indigo  and 
green  persian  yarn  to  embroider  the 
velvet  cushions,”  Ms.  Burnett  ex¬ 
plained.  “A  local  upholstery  company 
assembled  the  cushions  with  a  very  du¬ 
rable  trim  so  they  should  last  100 
years. 

“Each  cushion  cost  around  $300.  Due 
to  the  expenses,  the  church  subsidized 
some  of  the  cost,  and  the  rest  we  raised 
by  asking  church  members  for  dona¬ 
tions  in  honor  of  or  in  memory  of  a 
loved  one,”  Ms.  Burnett  said. 

Learning  the  meaning  of  one  partic¬ 
ular  symbol  was  especially  meaningful 
to  active  laywoman  Sammie  Walker. 
“It  was  exciting,”  she  said,  "to  learn 
that  the  sea  shell  symbol  with  the  three 
drops  of  water  is  directly  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  belief  in  the  pouring 
of  water  during  baptism  as  opposed  to 
immersion. 

"These  cushions  have  made  our  ser¬ 
vices  more  worshipful  because  they 
give  the  sanctuary  an  atmosphere  of 
closeness  and  spirituality.  The  congre¬ 
gation  has  learned  a  lot  from  them." 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  national  television 
magazine  series  about  United  Methodists 
is  scheduled  to  go  into  production  late 
this  year. 

The  30-minute  programs,  as  yet  unti¬ 
tled,  are  to  be  aired  weekly  on  both  cable 
and  broadcast  television  beginning  in 
January.  They  can  also  serve  as  video 
resources  in  local  churches. 

This  is  the  first  national  program  cre¬ 
ated  from  the  Television-Telecommuni¬ 
cations  Fund  authorized  by  the  1984 
General  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

It  is  being  produced  by  the  Public  Me¬ 
dia  Division  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  in  partnership  with  video 
producers  in  general  church  agencies, 
annual  conferences,  seminaries  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  around  the  country. 

The  intent  of  the  series,  according  to 
Ben  Logan,  executive  producer,  is  to  show 
United  Methodists  and  the  general  public 
“stories  of  fascinating  people  living  Chris¬ 
tian  lives  and  doing  exciting  things."  Mr. 
Logan  added,  “The  new  series  will  be 
about  people  first  and  foremost.” 

The  segments  will  utilize  humor,  a  va¬ 
riety  of  religious  music,  successful  min¬ 


istries  by  United  Methodist  churches, 
inspirational  segments  and  social  issues 
such  as  parenting,  marriage,  child  abuse 
and  hunger.  Models  of  evangelism  ahd 
stories  about  missionaries  will  also  be 
featured.  A  10-minute  demonstration 
videotape  is  to  be  available  in  August. 

Bruno  Caliandro,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  producer  of  “The  Fourth 
King,”  an  NBC  animated  Christmas  spe¬ 
cial,  and  “The  Halloween  That  Almost 
Wasn’t,”  shown  on  ABC,  has  been  hired 
to  produce  the  series. 

“We  are  looking  for  co-hosts,”  said 
Nelson  Price,  head  of  the  Public  Media 
Division.  “We  need  a  male  and  a  female 
who  have  had  on-camera  experience  and 
are  good  at  asking  pointed  questions.” 
One  must  be  an  ethnic  minority  person, 
he  added,  preferably  with  a  United 
Methodist  background. 

While  the  series  will  be  assembled  in 
New  York,  it  will  use  videotapes  pro¬ 
duced  in  Nashville,  Dayton,  Los  Angeles, 
Dallas,  Macon,  Ga.,  and  elsewhere.  Re¬ 
gional  producers  will  work  on  assign¬ 
ments  from  Mr.  Caliandro  but  also  are 
encouraged  to  submit  ideas  for  segments 
they  think  might  be  of  broad  interest,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Price. 


Court  reinstates  bishop  in  lawsuit 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 
BOSTON  — The  Massachusetts  Su¬ 
preme  Judicial  Court  has  ordered  Re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Edward 
G.  Carroll  and  former  Boston  District 
Superintendent  John  E.  Barclay  rein¬ 
stated  into  a  damages  suit  filed  against 
them  by  a  former  pastor  in  Boston. 

The  two  had  been  dismissed  from  the 


‘Misperceptions’  feared  after  court  ruling  on  ‘silence’ 

By  .JEAN  CAFF-EY  LYLES  gious  purpose."  The  ruling  is  “consistent  standing  and  distortion  as  another  made  clear  in  ™„t„.  _  _ .  ..  . 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  —  The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court's  6-to-3  decision  June  4  striking 
down  Alabama’s  “moment  of  silence” 
law  to  permit  “meditation  or  prayer”  in 
public  schools  has  been  misreported  in 
the  media  and  may  be  misunderstood  by 
the  public,  spokesmen  for  several  reli¬ 
gious  groups  said  June  5. 

“I  think  we’re  going  to  see  the  dynam¬ 
ics  of  perception  versus  reality,”  said 
Sam  Ericsson  of  the  Christian  Legal  So¬ 
ciety’s  Washington  office.  “It’s  being  in¬ 
terpreted  by  nonlawyers  that  the  court 
has  said  that  silent  prayer  and  religious 
thoughts  during  the  school  day  are  un¬ 
constitutional.  That’s  the  popular  per¬ 
ception,  and  certain  groups  will  have  a 
field  day  spreading  this  misperception.” 

What  the  court  in  fact  ruled,  said  Mr. 
Ericsson,  is  that  “the  Alabama  law  did 
not  have  a  secular  purpose  but  a  reli- 

Once-biggest 
church  launches 
second  century 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
DETROIT  — Metropolitan  United 
Methodist  Church,  "the  church  that  re¬ 
fused  to  die,"  celebrated  its  centennial 
Sunday.  June  2,  by  receiving  81  new 
members— 29  on  profession  of  faith  as 
new  Christians— and  launching  a  $1  mil¬ 
lion  Centennial  Endowment  Fund. 

Once  the  world’s  largest  Methodist 
Church  with  7,000  members,  the  congre¬ 
gation  has  resisted  moving  to  the  sur- 
burbs.  Today  it  remains  the  largest 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  city  with 
1,670  full  members  and  530  preparatory, 
affiliate  and  associate  members. 

The  Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  pastor  the 
past  11  years,  said  the  60  persons  who 
joined  the  church  as  full  members  were 
particularly  significant  since  that  same 
number  gathered  in  a  storefront  building 
in  downtown  Detroit  100  years  ago  to 
launch  a  church. 

The  congregation  today  is  in  its  fourth 
building,  valued  at  $22  million. 

Those  persons  joining  the  church  on 
Founders'  Day  represented  citizenship  in 
countries  on  five  continents,  according 
to  Dr.  Quick. 

It  was  announced  that  $300,000  has 
been  raised  toward  the  $1  million  Cen¬ 
tennial  Endowment  Fund  goal.  Half  the 
fund  will  be  used  to  help  minister  and 
expand  the  world  mission  of  the  church, 
according  to  Dr.  Quick,  and  one-fourth 
will  be  used  for  community  mission 
work,  including  10  endowed  scholarships 
for  $1,000  annually.  Another  $200,000 
will  be  used  to  acquire  property,  and 
$50,000  will  be  given  to  Chelsea  Home,  a 
United  Methodist-related  retirement 
center. 


gious  purpose.”  The  ruling  is  “consistent 
with  decisions  over  the  past  40  years,”  he 
said,  adding  that  the  court  has  repeated¬ 
ly  ruled  out  religious  activities  that  are 
“state-initiated,  school-sponsored  or 
teacher-led.” 

Some  anxieties  felt 

The  Rev.  James  Dunn,  director  of  the 
nine-denomination  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs,  said  he  found 
the  court’s  ruling  in  the  Alabama  case, 
Wallace  v.  Jaffree,  "proper,  anticipated 
and  desirable,”  but  added,  “I  have  some 
anxieties  about  it.” 

He  said  he  feared  that  “the  decision 
will  be  widely,  even  blatantly  misinter¬ 
preted  and  misunderstood.”  Some  early 
TV  and  wire-service  reports,  he  noted, 
said  the  court  had  “upheld  moment-of-si- 
lence  legislation.”  In  fact,  the  court  dis¬ 
tinguished  between  the  Alabama  statute, 
which  mentions  prayer,  and  “pure  mo- 
ment-of-silence  laws.” 

Mr.  Dunn  said  his  second  anxiety  was 
that  “those  who  will  settle  for  nothing 
less  than  a  state-sponsored,  state-ap¬ 
proved  religion  will  use  the  misunder¬ 


standing  and  distortion  as  another 
pry-pole  in  an  effort  to  tinker  with  the 
constitution.” 

He  characterized  Justice  William 
Rehnquist’s  dissent  as  signaling  “a  very 
serious  threat  to  our  long-standing, 
broadly  agreed-upon  interpretation  of 
the  First  Amendment  and  its  history.” 
Justice  Rehnquist  “tries  to  reinterpret 
(founding  father  James)  Madison  as  not 
being  that  passionately  committed  to 
church-state  separation." 

Court  ‘takes  step  backwards' 

Forest  Montgomery,  counsel  for  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals’  of¬ 
fice  of  public  affairs  in  Washington,  said 
he  viewed  the  ruling  as  a  “step  back¬ 
wards”  because  "it  will  be  misconceived 
and  muddies  up  already  muddied  waters  ” 
ters.  ” 

Citing  the  familiar  dictum  that  “hard 
cases  make  bad  law,”  he  asserted  that 
the  Alabama  statute  was  a  “hard  case,” 
and  that  the  court’s  decision  was  based 
not  on  the  Alabama  law  itself.  “As  writ¬ 
ten,  it  was  innocuous,"  but  the  court 
struck  it  down  because  state  legislators 
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CHICAGO— Dave  LaCognata,  member  of  Chicago  Lawn  United  Methodist 
Church,  pauses  with  his  ten-speed  bicycle  in  front  of  the  church’s  outdoor 
sign  displaying  an  invitation  to  join  him  on  a  165  mile  “bike-a-thon.”  He 
hopes  to  raise  money  for  the  Upper  Room  prayer  ministry  while  riding  to 
the  United  Methodist  Men’s  Congress  at  Purdue  University  July  12-14. 

Biker  adopts  two  goals 

enough  money  for  one  month’s  telephone 
bill  for  the  prayer  center— $6,500. 

And  he  is  looking  for  other  United 
Methodist  men  who  are  “seasoned  rid¬ 
ers"  to  join  him  in  the  two-and-one-half- 
day  Chicago-Purdue  ride  or  to  do  a  bike 
ride  to  Purdue  from  some  other  city  to 
help  raise  the  money. 

Mr.  LaCognata  said  two  other  bikers 
plan  to  join  him  in  the  fundraising  ride. 
Mr.  Rooker,  now  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  will 
again  make  the  Chicago-Purdue  ride. 
And  Noel  Taylor  of  Grinnell.  Iowa,  plans 
to  follow  a  bike  centennial  route  across 
Illinois  and  join  the  LaCognata  party  en- 
route.  A  “sag  wagon”  motor  vehicle  with 
supplies  will  accompany  the  bikers. 

Mr.  LaCognata  is  also  asking  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  sponsor  riders,  suggesting  they 
pay  from  5  to  10  cents  per  mile. 

Mr.  LaCognata,  who  says  he  has  al¬ 
ways  been  fascinated  by  travel  and  by 
circuit  riders,  told  the  Reporter  he  is  ex¬ 
cited  about  the  opportunity  of  making  a 
personal  witness  for  Christ  along  the 
way.  Printed  on  the  back  of  his  special 
bike  helmet  are  the  words.  "Christ  is  the 
answer.” 

Anyone  wanting  to  join  the  riders, 
sponsor  them  or  offer  accommodations 
along  the  way  can  contact  Mr.  LaCog¬ 
nata  at  Chicago  Lawn  UMC,  3500  West 
63rd  Place.  Chicago,  Ill.  60629  or  at  the 
church  312-436-3806  or  at  home  312-735- 
0737. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO— Like  some  4,800  others 
registered  for  the  United  Methodist 
Men's  Congress.  Dave  LaCognata,  a 
member  of  Chicago  Lawn  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  plans  to  go  to  West  La¬ 
fayette,  Ind..  July  12-14. 

But  he  won't  go  to  the  quadrennial 
event  the  way  most  men  will— by  char¬ 
tered  bus  or  car  or  plane. 

Mr.  LaCognata  will  make  the  165-mile 
trip  to  the  Purdue  University  campus  on 
his  ten-speed  bicycle. 

It  will  be  his  second  Chicago-Purdue 
bike  trip.  Mr.  LaCognata  and  a  fellow 
church  member,  John  Rooker,  bicycled 
from  Chicago  to  the  1981  UM  Men’s  Con¬ 
gress. 

Mr.  LaCognata  says  his  bike's  “auto¬ 
matic  direction  finder”  will  be  punched 
in  to  locate  anyone  known  to  be  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  national  prayer  ministry  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  daily 
devotional  guide.  The  Upper  Room. 

Mr.  LaCognata,  prayer  advocate  for 
the  Western  District  of  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  Conference  and  a  booster  of  the  Up¬ 
per  Room  Living  Prayer  Center 
supported  by  the  United  Methodist  Men, 
says  he  will  use  the  trip  to  help  raise 
money  for  the  prayer  center.  He’s  doing 
that  by  enlisting  "sponsors”  at  so  much 
per  mile,  something  like  the  popular 
walk-a-thons  or  bike-a-thons  for  various 
charities. 

He  says  his  goal  is  to  raise  at  least 


made  clear  in  passing  it  that  its  purpose 
was  wholly  religious,  he  said.  “The  court 
rapped  Alabama’s  knuckles.” 

It  is  clear  from  the  court  ruling,  he 
continued,  that  some  states’  “moment- 
of-silence”  laws  would  be  deemed  consti¬ 
tutional  and  others  not  because  of  the 
way  they  were  enacted.  "The  court’s  rul¬ 
ing  is  very  narrow.  It  has  not  held  uncon¬ 
stitutional  a  law  that  provides  for  silent 
meditation.” 

“The  ruling  puts  a  premium  on  devi¬ 
ousness,”  Mr.  Montgomery  complained. 
“Everybody  knows  the  impetus  for  60 
seconds  of  silence  is  always  put  forth  by 
people  who  want  the  time  used  for  silent 
prayer."  But  for  a  moment-of-silence 
law  to  pass  muster,  he  said,  a  legislature 
must  “play  by  the  rules  of  the  game,” 
and  "assert  a  secular  reason— to  calm 
the  students  down,  or  to  provide  a  disci¬ 
plined  environment.” 

Mr.  Montgomery  called  the  court’s 
Jaffree  decision  “bankrupt.”  The  court 
has  “gone  off  the  deep  end,  as  in  Roe  v. 
Wade,”  the  landmark  1973  abortion  rul¬ 
ing,  he  said. 

The  court  has  been  inconsistent  in  fol¬ 
lowing  its  own  “secular-purpose”  doc¬ 
trine,  a  concept  not  found  in  the  First 
Amendment,  the  evangelical  associa¬ 
tion’s  counsel  said.  He  cited  a  case  where 
the  justices  allowed  for  a  state-spon¬ 
sored  religious  chaplaincy.  “For  a  short 
course  on  what  the  First  Amendment 
means,  and  not  what  the  Supreme  Court 
says  it  means,  read  Justice  Rehnquist’s 
dissent.”  Justice  Rehnquist’s  dissent  con¬ 
tends  that  “nothing  in  the  Establishment 
Clause  requires  government  to  be  strict¬ 
ly  neutral  between  religion  and  irreli- 
gion.” 

Separatist  group  pleased 

Joseph  Conn,  a  spokesman  for  Ameri¬ 
cans  United  for  Separation  of  Church 
and  State,  called  the  high  court’s  ruling  a 
“pretty  big  victory”  that  “reaffirms  the 
school  prayer  decisions  of  the  ’60’s.  We 
haven’t  been  happy  with  some  of  the 
court’s  previous  church-state  decisions, 
so  this  comes  as  a  welcome  respite.”  The 
decision  “indicates  the  court  has  not 
quite  settled  down”  in  its  church-state 
philosophy,  despite  a  recent  trend 
“against  strict  church-state  separation,” 
he  said. 

The  Rev.  Dean  Lewis,  a  Prebyterian 
official  who  chairs  the  National  Council 
of  Churches’  unit  on  religious  and  civil 
liberties,  predicted  that  if  voluntary 
prayer  legislation  comes,  “it  will  have  to 
come  through  bending  the  Constitution.” 
So  far,  he  said,  the  court  is  “hanging 
tight”  against  it.  “It’s  not  very  healthy 
for  religion  to  have  the  state  embrace 
it,”  he  added. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Gallagher,  of  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Conference’s  education  de¬ 
partment,  said  he  was  “not  sure  we 
would  have  anything  to  say”  about  the 
ruling.  The  USCC  “would  want  much 
more  than  a  moment  of  silence.  Our  pol¬ 
icy  is  to  be  in  favor  of  both  prayer  and 
religious  instruction”  in  schools,  he  said. 

Several  Jewish  spokesmen  praised  the 
ruling,  including  Theodore  R.  Mann, 
president  of  the  American  Jewish  Con¬ 
gress,  who  said  it  was  "a  major  victory 
in  the  battle  to  keep  religious  activity 
out  of  the  nation’s  public  schools.” 

Tim  LaHaye,  of  the  conservative  Co¬ 
alition  for  Traditional  Values,  called  it  a 
“tragic  day  in  American  history.”  He 
said  the  ruling  represents  a  “breakdown 
in  values  when  we  need  recognition  of 
God  most." 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  of  the  Moral 
Majority,  said  the  six  justices  in  the 
court  majority  “don’t  understand  what 
freedom’s  all  about.” 

‘Silence’  laws  may  be  OK 
The  Supreme  Court,  iq  striking  down 
the  Alabama  law  requiring  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  moments  of  silence  “for  medi¬ 
tation  or  voluntary  prayer,"  strongly 


suggested  that  more  generally  worded 
“silence”  statutes  do  not  violate  the  Con¬ 
stitution. 

In  an  opinion  written  by  Justice  John 
Paul  Stevens,  the  court  majority  upheld 
the  contention  of  agnostic  Ishmael  Jaf¬ 
free,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  that  enactment  of 
the  silent  prayer  statute  advanced  reli¬ 
gion  and  infringed  on  the  rights  of  his 
three  school-age  children.  Mr.  Jaffree 
contended  through  his  lengthy  challenge 
to  the  Alabama  law  that  his  children 
were  held  up  to  ridicule  by  other  pupils 
and  teachers  critical  of  his  action. 

The  third  statute  —  challenged  along 
with  the  silent  prayer  law  —  gave  class¬ 
room  teachers  authority  at  their  discre¬ 
tion  to  lead  students  in  an  oral  prayer 
written  by  the  son  of  then-governor  Fob 
James.  Although  the  law  was  upheld  by 
U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Brevard  Hand, 
it  was  struck  down  by  the  Fourth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  a  decision  affirmed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  last  year. 

I  The  RAINBOW  Cross  and  Flame  lapel 
pln/charm  was  created  in  1984  by  arti¬ 
san  James  Avery  tor  the  New  World 
UMC  "Now.  as  United  Methodism 
moves  into  its  Third  Century  empha¬ 
sizing  both  church  growth  and  the 
inclusive  church,  we  want  to  otter 
the  RAINBOW  Cross  and  Flame  to 
- - 1  the  denomination,"  said  Robert  L. 
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Make  checks  or  money  orders  payable  to  New  World 
Building  Fund 
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suit  two  years  ago.  But  the  high  court 
has  reversed  that  lower  court  decision. 

The  Rev.  William  E.  Alberts,  formerly 
pastor  of  Old  West  United  Methodist 
Church,  charged  in  his  suit  that  Bishop 
Carroll  and  Mr.  Barclay  induced  a  psy¬ 
chiatrist  to  reveal  information  about  Dr. 
Alberts’  mental  state,  then  used  the  in¬ 
formation  to  help  induce  the  Southern 
New  England  Annual  Conference  to  vote 
in  1973  to  give  Dr.  Alberts  involuntary 
location. 

The  psychiatrist,  Dr.  Donald  T.  De- 
vine,  also  is  named  in  the  suit. 

Attorneys  for  Bishop  Carroll  and  Mr. 
Barclay  had  argued  that  civil  courts  are 
constitutionally  prohibited  from  inquir¬ 
ing  into  matters  of  church  doctrine  and 
administration.  Both  Bishop  Carroll  and 
Mr.  Barclay  are  retired. 

The  state’s  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
ruled  June  4  that  church-state  separa¬ 
tion  clauses  in  the  U.S.  Constitution  "do 
not  preclude  the  imposition  of  liability" 
against  the  two  United  Methodist  offi¬ 
cials.  The  high  court  also  said  the  nar¬ 
row  question  to  be  addressed  in  the  suit 
is  whether  a  person  who  induces  a  physi¬ 
cian  to  violate  the  duty  of  confidentiality 
to  a  patient  is  equally  liable  for  damages 
under  Massachusetts  law. 

The  ruling  apparently  gives  the  force 
of  law  to  the  traditional  doctrine  that 
doctors  must  protect  their  patients’  con¬ 
fidentiality,  a  precedent-setting  position. 
As  such,  the  case  is  expected  to  attract 
considerable  attention. 
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Help  Us  Celebrate  Our  40th  Anniversary 

Listen  to  the  1985  United  Methodist 
Series  of  the  Protestant  Hour  featuring 
one  of  United  Methodism's  most  dy¬ 
namic  preachers  with  music  by  The 
Wesley  Singers  under  the  direction  of 
Gregory  Coulson. 


tmtwm 


Dr.  Hinson’s  Book  Solid 
Living  in  n  Shutlrrrd  World 
is  published  by  Abingdon 
Press  and  is  available 
through  Cokesbury. 


1985  Broadcast  Schedule 
Solid  Living  in  a  Shattered  World 
Iron  With  the  Hottest  Iron! 

Our  God :  The  Last  of  the  Big 
Spenders 

God’s  Mysterious  Gift 
Sometimes  He  Knocks  With  Bloody 
Knuckles 

When  Faith  Grows  Cold 
The  Roots  Of  Our  Joy 
Just  a  Bunch  of  Builders 
When  Will  the  World  Believe? 

Hope  Can  Help 
The  Prayer  of  Power 
He  Is  Going  Before  You 

The  Protestant  Hour  is  a  broadcast  ministry  of  United  Methodists,  Lutherans, 
Episcopalians  and  Presbyterians  in  cooperation  with  the  Protestant  Radio  and 
TV  Center  in  Atlanta.  If  the  Protestant  Hour  is  not  broadcast  in  your  com¬ 
munity,  contact  Dave  Swanson  at  the  PRTVC,  1727  Clifton  Road  NE  Atlanta 
Georgia  30329  ( 404 )  634-3324. 


June  16 
June  23 
June  30 

July  7 
July  14 

July  21 
July  28 
August  4 
August  11 
August  18 
August  25 
Sept.  1 


Dr.  William  H.  Hinson 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Houston,  Texas 


Shreveport  la  71104 
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The  Bishop’s  Corner 


Summer  of  ’85  Offers 


‘A  Lesson  From  The  Waffle  House’ 


‘United  Methodist  Broadcasts  Begin  In  June’ 


The  Lakeview  UMC  ‘Pill  Pushers’ 


above  left  to  right  are:  Mr.  Seth  Arnold,  Judith  Nugent,  Patterson  Culli- 
gan,  Pastor,  Marilyn  Turnley,  Tommy  Boggs,  David  Kelly,  Roger  Griffin,  Billye  Tom 
Johnston,  Harold  Purcell  and  Mrs.  Rita  Keoun. 


Recently,  Billye  and  I  had  to  leave 
the  house  at  5:30  a.m.  to  make  a 
scheduled  appointment.  We  stopped 
at  the  Waffle  House  in  Port  Allen  for 
breakfast  but  found  it  already  crowd¬ 
ed  with  diners. 

We  started  to  leave  but  the  manag¬ 
er  came  out  to  greet  us,  “Please  be 
seated  in  these  chairs  and  I  will  bring 
you  coffee  while  you  wait.  It  will  only 
be  a  short  while  before  we  have  a  ta¬ 
ble.” 

We  were  so  taken  aback  by  his  of¬ 
fer  that  we  did  as  he  suggested.  Soon 
we  were  made  aware  of  a  strange 
custom.  Every  time  anyone  entered 
the  restaurant  all  of  the  employees 
shouted  together  "Good  Morning."  It 
was  fun  to  hear  their  musical  greet¬ 
ing  and  inspiring  to  witness  their 
friendliness. 

It  wasn’t  long  before  there  were 
two  places  at  the  counter  and  we  sat 
down  to  a  delicious  breakfast  of  waf¬ 
fles,  etc.  The  friendliest  waitress  one 
could  imagine  only  mirrored  the  ex¬ 
cellent  service  offered  by  each  of  the 
seven  employees. 

I  will  soon  forget  the  breakfast  but 
I  will  never  forget  the  service,  the 
friendliness,  and  the  people  who 
worked  there. 

Any  church  that  is  as  friendly  as 
the  Waffle  House  in  Port  Allen  and 


whose  members  are  as  committed  to 
serving  those  who  attend  is  a  church 
worth  belonging  to,  worth  giving  to, 
worth  going  to,  and  worth  emulating. 

After  all,  the  church  ought  to  be  the 
friendliest  place  in  town.  It  ought  to 
be  the  institution  most  concerned 
about  serving  the  needs  of  people,  and 
most  committed  to  the,  enthusiasm  of 
the  Good  News. 

There  is  no  secret  to  the  overflow 
crowds  at  the  Waffle  House.  And  for 
the  same  reasons,  there  are  churches, 
both  large  and  small,  to  which  over¬ 
flow  crowds  will  come  next  Sunday. 


Important  Events 


The  May  31st  issue  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  included  a 
registration  form  for  The  1985  School 
of  Christian  Mission  to  be  held  July 
16-21  at  Centenary  College.  Please 
send  your  registration  form  with  a 
$10.00  fee  to: 

Mrs.  Pat  Cobb 
7117  Memphis  Street 
New  Orleans,  La.  70124 


The  National  Alliance  for  The 
Mentally  Ill  Conference  Will  Be 
Heltl  June  27-30  at  Tulane 
University  Campus,  New  Orleans 
For  More  Information  Write: 

NAMI  ’85 
P.O.  Box  791475 
New  Orleans,  La.  70179-1475 
Phone  -  (504)  865-5563 


Dr.  William  H.  Hinson,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Houston,  Tex¬ 
as,  will  be  the  featured  speaker  on  the 
United  Methodist  series  of  The  Protes¬ 
tant  Hour  this  summer. 

Hinson,  pastor  of  the  largest  local 
church  in  United  Methodism  will  speak 
on  the  theme  “Solid  Living  in  a  Shat¬ 
tered  World.”  His  12-week  series  of  ser¬ 
mons  will  be  broadcast  nationally.  The 
program  started  on  June  16  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  through  September  1. 

Dr.  Hinson’s  sermons  for  the  series  are 
being  published  by  Abingdon  Press  and 
can  be  secured  at  any  Cokesbury  Book 
Store.  Dates  and  sermon  titles  for  the  se¬ 
ries  are:  June  16.  Solid  Living  In  a  Shat¬ 
tered  World;  June  23,  Iron  With  the 
Hottest  Iron!;  June  30.  Our  God,  The  Last 


of  the  Big  Spenders;  July  7,  God's  Myste¬ 
rious  Gift;  July  14,  Sometimes  He  knocks 
With  Bloody  Knuckles;  July  21,  When 
Faith  Grows  Cold;  July  28,  The  Roots  of 
Our  Joy;  August  4,  Just  a  Bunch  of  Build¬ 
ers;  August  11,  When  Will  the  World  Be¬ 
lieve?;  August  18.  Hope  Can  Help;  August 
25,  The  Prayer  of  Power;  September  1, 
He  is  Going  Before  You. 

Each  program  will  be  telecast  on  the 
radio  stations:  KVOL  AM  1330,  in  La¬ 
fayette  at  7:30  and  KZOZ  FM  100.1, 
Shreveport  at  7:30  a.m.  each  Sunday.  If 
the  Protestant  Hour  is  not  heard  in  your 
area,  contact  Dave  Swanson  at  The  Prot¬ 
estant  Radio  and  TV  Center.  1727  Clifton 
Road,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30329.  Phone-(404) 
634-3324. 


Louisiana  Conference 
May  1985  Remittance  Report 


District 

1985 

1984 

1.  Ruston  District 

45.50% 

47.27% 

2.  New  Orleans/Slidell 

District 

39.74% 

32.97% 

3.  Alexandria  District 

38.53% 

38.87% 

4.  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

District 

36.52% 

31.03% 

5.  Lake  Charles  District 

35.14% 

29.23% 

6.  Monroe  District 

32.34% 

34.27% 

7.  New  Orleans/Houma 

District 

31.98% 

31.00% 

8.  Shreveport  District 

30.47% 

35.64% 

9.  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 

District 

30.12% 

29.42% 

Conference 

34.79% 

33.88% 

Total  All  Funds 

$1,960,514 

$1,763,991 

Gain  of 

$196,523 

The  Conference  Finance  Office  reports  receiving  more  in  receipts  for  all  causes  in 
the  first  five  months  of  1985  compared  to, 1984.  Five  districts,  as  well  as  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  showed  gains  on  a  percentage  basis  over  the  previous  year.  Over  $30,000  more 
was  given  to  our  Conference  institutions  in  special  gifts  compared  to  1984.  We  are 
proud  of  the  continued  increase  in  benevolent  giving  by  our  local  churches  and  are 
grateful  to  God  for  our  blessings. 


FUMC  Plain  Dealing  Held 
Groundbreaking  Ceremony 


The  “Young  at  Heart"  senior  citizens 
group,  shown  above,  at  Lakeview  United 
Methodist  Church,  Minden,  is  in  its 
fourth  year  of  repacking  medicine  to  be 
taken  on  workcamps  in  Costa  Rica.  They 
are  now  preparing  the  project  for  August 
of  this  year. 

Sample  medicines  are  donated  by  doc¬ 
tors  and  clinics  throughout  the  area.  The 
repacking  in  "zip  lock"  bags  saves  space, 
weight  and  money  in  shipping. 

The  “pill  pushers”  prepare  10-15  foot 
lockers  full  of  pills  for  the  workcamps 


each  year.  They  pack  at  least  one  day  a 
month. 

Medicine  that  is  not  used  by  doctors, 
dentists  and  nurses  during  medical-den¬ 
tal  backpack  safaris  deep  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  jungles  is  left  behind  in  Costa  Rica 
for  use  in  native  clinics  and  hospitals  in 
that  country. 

Local  medical  professionals  in  Costa 
Rica  always  work  with  the  work- 
campers.  The  project  has  the  support  of 
the  government  and  local  medical  offi 
cials. 


The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Plain  Dealing  officially  broke  ground  for 
its  building  renovation/expansion  pro¬ 
ject  on  Sunday,  May  19,  in  a  ceremony 
held  immediately  after  the  morning 
worship  service. 

The  building  expansion/renovation 
project  will  include  the  addition  of  a  new 


fellowship  hall,  kitchen,  and  office  work 
area.  There  will  also  be  an  addition  of  a 
new  Pastor's  study  and  covered  access 
hallway  between  the  sanctuary  and  edu¬ 
cation  building.  A  restroom  for  the 
handicapped  and  new  heating  and  cool¬ 
ing  units  will  also  be  part  of  the  expan¬ 
sion  project 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


The  Grand  Isle  UMC  celebrated  its 
Trinity  Bible  Series  Old  Testament 
Survey  on  April  30  with  a  shrimp  boil. 
Rev.  Jerry  M.  James  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  UMW  of  FUMC,  Amite  will  have 
a  Salad  Luncheon  on  June  26  at  noon  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall.  All  women  of  the 
church  are  invited  to  join  in  this  time 
of  fellowship. 

•  *  • 

Palestine  . . .  Pleasant  Grove  UMC’s 
will  have  a  covered  dish  luncheon  on 
June  30  following  the  Sunday  Morning 
Worship  Service. 

*  *  * 

Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  held 
Vacation  Bible  School  on  June  10-14. 
Classes  were  scheduled  for  children 
ages  3  years  —  6th  grade. 


Ponchatoula  First-Lee’s  Landing 


UMC  held  a  fried  chicken  dinner  on 
May  25th. 

•  •  * 

Blanchard  UMC  celebrated  Father’s 
Day  on  June  16  by  allowing  the  youth 
of  the  church  to  conduct  a  portion  of 
the  morning  worship  service.  Every 
Friday  will  be  designated  as  Youth  Day 
at  Blanchard  UMC. 

*  •  • 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  Homer,  held  a 
Ground  Breaking  Ceremony  June  2  for 
its  new  Educational  Building.  The  ap¬ 
proximate  cost  of  the  building  is 
$78,000. 

•  •  * 

Faith  Development  in  the  Adult  Life 
Cycle  will  present  13  Ecumenical  In¬ 
terfaith  Conferences  throughout  the 
U.S.  beginning  in  August.  Total  cost  of 
each  conference  is  $195  for  resources, 
room  and  board.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  write  Dr.  Kenneth  Stokes.  Di¬ 


rector,  FD/ALC  Project,  9709  Rich 
Road,  Minneapolis,  MN  55437;  or  call 
(612)  835-1579. 

•  *  • 

Trinity  UMC,  Burns,  completed  its 
school  year  with  three  graduations  for 
its  respective  pre-school  classes.  Trin¬ 
ity  has  enrolled  nearly  90  students  and 
will  have  to  open  new  classes  for  1985- 
86  to  meet  its  growing  student  body. 

•  *  • 

The  UMW  of  Jackson  UMC  spon¬ 
sored  the  fourth  annual  spring  lun¬ 
cheon  held  on  May  24.  A  style  show  was 
presented  by  the  West  Feleciana  His¬ 
torical  Society  and  "Fashions  of  Yes¬ 
teryear,"  was  the  theme! 

•  •  • 

Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria,  observed 
Aldersgate  Sunday  on  May  19.  Devo¬ 
tional  sheets  were  distributed  to  coin¬ 
cide  with  the  experience  of  John 
Wesley  at  Aldersgate  on  May  24, 1738. 


Several  members  of  Blackwater 
UMC,  Baker,  are  taking  a  trip  to  the 
Holy  Land  in  Israel.  The  group  will  be 
leaving  on  January  21,  1986.  Anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  going  with  them  should  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  at 
Blackwater.  A  fee  is  due  by  October  1 
1985. 

•  *  • 

The  ever  popular  musical,  “God- 
spell,”  by  Stephen  Sevartz,  was  pre¬ 
sented  at  University  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge  on  June  9.  The  Asbury  UMC 
youth  choir  of  Lafayette  performed. 
Mike  Keller,  director  of  musical  at  As¬ 
bury,  led  the  presentation. 

•  •  • 

Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria,  celebrated 
its  40th  anniversary  on  June  9th.  The 
Rev.  W,  F.  Mayo,  who  was  pastor  from 
1949-54,  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the 
morning  service  with  the  current  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  James  W.  Jones 


Bangladesh  Relief  Needed 

I  The  cyclone  of  May  24th  that  hit  the  coastal  areas  of  Bangladesh  has  ; 
¥  been  called  one  of  the  worst  disasters  in  that  country.  Much  of  coastal  £ 
lands  are  submerged.  Loss  of  crops,  cattle  and  homes  has  brought  a 
S  devastating  blow  to  this  impoverished  nation.  jj 

j:  i 

j:  UMCOR  has  responded  with  immediate  help  to  assist  with  the  basic  \ 

j:  emergencies.  You  can  help  the  people  of  Bangladesh  rebuild  their  lives  f 
:•  by  giving  a  special  contribution  through  your  church.  Advance  credit  \ 
jj  will  be  given  those  churches  who  send  in  such  an  offering.  Make  checks  \ 
■:  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  report  the  amount  of  i 
i  the  offering  on  Line  6000  of  the  church  remittance  report.  Include  an  f 
:•  Advance  Special  Sheet  listing  the  offering  as  “Bangladesh  Disaster”  \ 
:•  and  send  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  J 
|  Rouge,  LA  70802.  | 

Sermons  and  Lessons 

‘Video  Sunday  School  Lessons 
Available  For  Conference’ 

Beginning  in  September  of  ’84  five 
churches  were  using  the  Video  Sunday 
School  Lessons.  This  number  has  grown 
to  22  as  of  June  1,  1985.  These  lessons  are 
available  in  VHS  format.  They  may  be 
secured  through  FUMC,  Lake  Charles  or 
Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur. 

The  video  presentations  are  from  12- 
15  minutes  in  length.  These  lessons  con¬ 
tain  biblical  information  and 
background  for  the  current  Adult  Bible 
Studies.  Sessions  have  been  prepared  for 
the  entire  summer  quarter.  It  is  suggest¬ 
ed  by  the  presenter.  Dr.  John  Braden, 
that  this  video  tape  be  used  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  class  time  each  Sunday. 

Questions  for  discussion  are  included  on 
each  tape.  Your  comments  and  sugges- 


Sunday  School 


Teaching  Helps 

lions  are  welcome  Mail  to:  Dr  John 
Braden,  527  N.  Blvd.  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70802. 


'trnuakmm 


Participating  in  the  "Leaders  of  Single  Adults”  Conference  were,  from  left  to 
right:  Charles  Langford,  Karl  Rever,  Clare  Woosley  and  Dr.  John  Braden. 


Leaders  of  Single  Adults’  Conference 


Dr.  John  M.  Braden,  Director  of  Edu¬ 
cation  for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  was 
one  of  more  than  140  persons  who  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  Leaders  of  Single  Adults 
Conference  held  recently  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

The  meeting  for  leaders  of  single  adult 
programs  was  designed  to  provide  train¬ 
ing  and  enrichment  for  persons  who  lead 
single  adult  ministry  programs  in  their 
own  conferences,  districts  and  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Richard  Cookson,  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  in  Multiple  Staff 
Churches,  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
led  the  opening  session  by  addressing  is¬ 
sues  of  importance  to  single  adults  in  our 
communities  and  pointed  to  future  direc¬ 
tions  for  our  ministries.  Neil  M.  Alexan¬ 
der.  Assistant  General  Secretary, 
Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  discussed  the 
character  of  ministry  with  single  adults. 
Using  the  phrase,  “who’s  in,  who’s  out, 
and  how  do  you  decide?”,  Alexander 

Angola  Arts  and 

“A  Special  Invitation” 

Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  is  spon¬ 
soring  the  Angola  Arts  and  Crafts  Festi¬ 
val  on  June  29-30,  1985.  The  public  is 
invited  to  come  and  take  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  to  purchase  inmate 
handcrafts  and  tour  the  penitentiary 
grounds.  Entertainment  by  inmates, 
bands  and  drama  groups  will  be  present¬ 
ed  and  refreshments  will  be  available. 

A  special  invitation  is  extended  to  the 
churches  of  Louisiana  who  contributed 

Stress  Workshop 
To  Be  Held 

A  comprehensive  workshop  on  “Stress 
Management,  Conflict  Resolution  and 
Burn  Out"  will  be  offered  for  clergy  per¬ 
sons  and  other  professionals  who  are 
working  in  the  "people  helping"  fields. 
The  program  will  be  conducted  in  the 
Education  Building  on  the  grounds  of 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  during 
the  week  of  June  24-27,  1985.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  begin  each  day  at  9:00  a.m. 
and  conclude  at  4:00  p.m.  This  training 
opportunity  is  sponsored  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Pastoral  Care. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  be  leading  the  workshop. 
In  addition  to  lecture  presentations,  par¬ 
ticipants  will  be  involved  in  small  group 
activities  in  learning  how  to  effectively 
deal  with  stress,  conflict  and  burnout! 

Interested  persons  may  call  Chaplain 
Roland  K.  Friedrich  at  484-7457  or  write 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital,  P.O. 
Box  31,  Pineville,  La.  71361-0031. 


urged  participants  to  consider  how  sin¬ 
gle  adults  are  either  included  or  exclud¬ 
ed  from  their  ministry  programs  and  to 
know  the  criteria  on  which  program¬ 
ming  decisions  are  made. 

This  first  time  national  event  for  lead¬ 
ers  of  single  adults  was  held  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship.  Key  single 
adult  leaders  from  around  the  country 
led  special  interest  forums  and  work¬ 
shops  for  full-time,  part-time,  and  volun¬ 
teer  leaders  in  single  adult 
programming. 

As  a  result  of  the  meeting,  several 
new  resources  for  single  adults  and  lead¬ 
ers  will  be  produced  and  marketed 
through  Discipleship  Resources.  An  an¬ 
nouncement  of  a  future  meeting  for 
leaders  of  single  adults  will  be  forthcom¬ 
ing  from  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity. 

For  further  information,  contact  Ka¬ 
ren  Greenwaldt,  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN 
37202,  (615)  327-2700. 

Crafts  Festival 

to  the  building  of  the  new  chapel.  In¬ 
mates  and  administration  as  well,  both 
welcome  the  opportunity  to  express  ap¬ 
preciation  for  all  the  interest  shown  in 
the  chapel.  For  the  first  time,  the  chapel 
will  be  open  to  the  public,  during  the 
Festival.  Prison  gospel  groups  will  be 
performing  all  during  the  Festival  and 
tours  will  be  given  of  the  chapel  as  well 
as  the  entire  prison. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  come  to  the 
Festival  and  tour  the  chapel  that  many 
denominations  helped  to  make  possible. 

- Deaths - 

Rev.  Luther  A.  Bodie,  80.  of  3aton 
Rouge,  died  on  May  25,  1985.  His  last  ap¬ 
pointment  was  at  Pollock  UMC,  from 
1953-1955.  He  is  survived  by  his  son,  Mr. 
L.  Windell  Bodie  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Mr.  L.  Windell  Bodie  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Mrs.  Cecile  Dunham  of  New  Orleans 
died  June  12.  Mrs.  Dunham  was  the  sis¬ 
ter-in-law  of  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  of  the 
Missouri  Area. 

Mrs.  Anne  B.  Sawyer,  wife  of  the  late 
Rev.  Levi  M.  Sawyer,  of  Baton  Rouge, 
died  May  28,  1985.  Mrs.  Sawyer  was  81 
years  of  age. 
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Christian  witness  depends  on  truth 


A  recent  headline  in  a  major  daily 
newspaper  was  simple  yet  disturbing: 
‘One-third  lie  on  resumes." 

"We  find  a  startling  incidence— as 
much  as  a  third— of  the  resumes  we  look 
at  have  some  sort  of  inflation,  exaggera¬ 
tion  or  misrepresentation,"  said  Gilbert 
Dwyer,  head  of  a  New  York  executive 
search  firm. 

Even  some  very  accomplished  people 
cannot  resist  "hyping"  their  achieve¬ 
ments,  Mr  Dwyer  said.  He  pointed  out. 
for  example,  that  many  people,  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  impress  a  potential  employer, 
falsely  claim  to  have  graduated  from  a 
prestigious  college. 

The  frequency  with  which  presumably 
respectable  people  lie  on  their  resumes 
should  not  come  as  a  surprise  to  anyone 
who  knows  something  about  fallen  hu¬ 
man  nature.  If  a  "white  lie"  helps  to  get 
a  job,  or  a  better-paying  one.  it  is  all  too 
easy  to  rationalize  that  the  end  justifies 
the  means. 

Unfortunately,  the  mindset  that  can 
justify  lying  on  resumes  is  not  confined 
to  job  hunters.  It  can  be  found  any  place, 
including  among  Christians,  where  the 
primary  measure  of  human  behavior  is 
not  “What  is  right?"  but  "What  gets  re¬ 
sults?” 

To  some,  of  course,  a  primary  concern 
for  results  is  simply  pragmatic.  Accord¬ 


ing  to  that  view,  what’s  right  is  what 
works,  including  lying  if  that's  what  it 
takes.  The  personal  and  social  wreckage 
resulting  from  that  amoral  and  typically 
self-serving  attitude,  however,  can  be 
seen  all  around. 

That  wreckage  is  particularly  appar¬ 
ent,  for  example,  where  a  pragmatic 
concern  for  "results”  becomes  an  excuse 
for  breaking  bonds  of  human  trust,  dis¬ 
posing  of  an  "inconvenient"  marriage  or 
for  committing  massive  acts  of  decep¬ 
tion  such  as  the  recently-exposed  cost- 
overruns  by  some  U  S.  Defense 
Department  contractors. 

As  followers  of  Christ,  one  of  our  re¬ 
sponsibilities  is  to  exemplify  a  way  of 
life  in  which  getting  results  is  never 
more  important  than  obeying  the  laws  of 
God.  The  law  that  commands  us  not  to 
"bear  false  witness,”  whether  on  re¬ 
sumes  or  in  relationships,  is  especially 
important  for  Christians  in  maintaining 
our  credibility.  Like  it  or  not,  persons 
who  experience  Christians  as  liars  are 
more  likely  to  call  the’  credibility  of 
the  Christian  message  into  question. 

Predictably,  our  obedience  to  those 
laws  will  show  that  doing  right— truth 
telling  in  particular—  and  getting  re¬ 
sults  are  not  mutually  exclusive,  but  that 
"all  things  shall  be  added  unto  us"  when 
we  seek  first  God’s  kingdom. 
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Christianity :  not  exclusively  ours 
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C?  i  .  .  ,  Africa  Journal 

bouth  African  Methodists  engaged 


To  the  Editor: 

In  his  May  17  “Here  I  Stand"  Harold 
Hodgson  points  out  that  Christianity  is 
not  an  exclusively  American  religion.  I 
agree. 

We  Americans  are  sometimes  quite 
arrogant  in  equating  material  success 
with  rightness  in  all  matters  of  politics, 
economics  and  religion.  It  is  wrong  to  try 
to  impose  our  system  upon  other  cultures. 

We  cannot,  however,  ignore  the  prom¬ 
ise  of  Scripture  that  God  will  bless  the 
nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord.  A  study  of 
the  poor,  destitute  nations  of  the  world 
(such  as  Ethiopia,  India,  Haiti,  etc.)  will 
reveal  that,  generally,  the  national  ma¬ 
jority  worships  a  multitude  of  gods  that 
really  do  not  exist  and  are  therefore  un¬ 
able  to  help. 

There  definitely  is  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  Christianity  and  other  religious 
systems.  As  Christians,  we  must  believe 
that  God  is  able  to  help  those  who  obey 
His  Word. 

I  believe  the  United  States  is  the  most 
blessed  nation  on  earth,  not  because  of 
our  politics  or  our  economic  system  or  any 
inherent  superiority,  but  simply  because 
our  founding  fathers  honored  the  Lord. 

And  even  though  we  have  a  diversity 
of  beliefs  under  a  guarantee  of  religious 
freedom,  still  the  Scriptures  are  most 
widely  believed  and  followed  in  our 


country.  That  has  brought  blessings— as 
God  said  it  would. 

Surely  when  the  underprivileged,  un¬ 
dernourished  nations  ask  us  the  reason 
for  our  success  we  can  tell  them  that  we 
believe  God  has  provided.  The  Gospel 
even  to  a  poor  person  is  still  "Good 
News."  and  every  believer  can  expect,  if 
not  riches,  at  least  a  more  abundant  life 
in  Christ  Jesus. 

The  prosperity  of  our  land  is  a  testi¬ 
mony  to  something.  T,  for  one,  prefer  to 
give  the  credit  to  God. 

Joe  McCormick 
Medon,  Tennessee 

Arms  are  a  poor  investment 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  recent  decision  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  to  invest 
solely  in  companies  with  a  “limited"  in¬ 
come  from  armament  and  "defense" 
production  contracts:  Will  I  be  able  to 
congratulate  myself  upon  my  retirement 
that  only  15%  of  my  income  is  derived 
from  either  the  fact  or  the  intention  of 
killing  people? 

I  appreciate  the  duly  considered  deci¬ 
sion  of  boards  to  avoid  risking  our  hard- 
earned  ministerial  pension  funds  by 
investing  in  more  "pacific"  industries. 
But  I  would  beg  the  decision  makers  to 
consider  that  we  are  only  laying  up  trea- 


EDITOR‘S  NOTE — This  is  the  tenth  in  a 
series  of  reflective  articles  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a 
six-month  sabbatical  leave  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  the  East  African  nation  of  Kenva. 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa- "If 
you  take  back  only  one  message  to  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  United  States,  tell  them  that 
we  are  here  and  that  we  are  very  lonely. 
We  are  isolated  and  ostracized  by  the 
white  leaders  of  our  own  society  and 
we  re  looked  down  upon  by  many,  if  not 
most,  people  in  other  countries.  We  des¬ 
perately  need  to  feel  a  sense  of  solidarity 
with  Christians  elsewhere." 

Those  poignant  words  were  spoken  by 
the  Rev.  Vivian  Harris,  a  white  pastor 
and  former  president  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Southern  Africa,  toward  the 
end  of  my  recent  visit  to  that  rich  but 
troubled  country. 

His  words  point  to  one  of  several  sur¬ 
prises  I  encountered  during  four  hectic 
days  of  interracial  meetings  and  per¬ 
sonal  visits  with  church  leaders  here. 

I  was  genuinely  surprised  to  discover 
the  degree  to  which  the  church  in  South 
Africa  — particularly  the  Methodist 
Church— has  been,  and  is  engaged  in 
costly  opposition  to  that  country’s  legal¬ 
ized  system  of  racial  discrimination 
(apartheid).  My  dominant  image  of  the 
church  in  South  Africa,  and  I  suspect 
that  of  most  American  Christians,  was  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  reflecting 
apartheid  in  its  own  life  and  providing 
the  South  African  government  with  vig¬ 
orous  theological  rationales  for  its  subju¬ 
gation  of  black  people  by  white  people. 

Until  Anglican  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu 
burst  into  public  prominence  last  fall  by 
receiving  the  Nobel  Peace  prize,  I  had 
little  image  of  South  African  Christians 
risking  their  safety  and  freedom  to  pro¬ 
mote  unity  and  justice  among  all  the 
people  of  South  Africa.  Even  Bishop 
Tutu’s  emergence  penetrated  my  con¬ 
sciousness  more  as  an  individual  prophet 
than  as  a  representative  of  organized, 
church-sponsored  opposition  to  the  South 
African  government’s  racial  policies. 

No  doubt  this  blind  spot  is  explained  in 
part  by  the  media  coverage  of  South  Af¬ 
rica  we  receive  in  the  United  States  and 
in  part  by  my  own  attitudes.  Most  re¬ 
ports  focus  either  on  the  latest  violent 
results  of  apartheid  or  on  the  efforts  by 
individuals  and  groups  in  the  United 
States  to  hasten  its  demise.  Except  for 
reports  about  Bishop  Tutu's  activities 
and  statements,  efforts  bv  South  Africa’s 
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L'MR  PHOTOS  BY  SPURGEON  DUNNAM 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Afri¬ 
ca — Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  reflect¬ 
ing  on  prospects  for  the  future  in 
South  Africa:  “I  remain  optimistic 
because  there  is  no  way  that  oppres¬ 
sion  and  injustice  ultimately  will 
prevail  in  God’s  world.” 

churches  to  oppose  apartheid  have  re¬ 
mained  largely  invisible. 

Should  I  go  to  South  Africa? 

So  deep  is  my  own  opposition  to  apart¬ 
heid  that  I  had  a  difficult  time  deciding 
to  go  to  South  Africa  at  all.  I  detest  the 
thought  of  doing  anything  — including 
visiting  the  country  at  all— that  might 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  those  who  per¬ 
petuate  a  social  system  in  which  more 
than  80  percent  of  the  population  are 
treated  as  something  less  than  human 
beings.  Had  I  been  in  the  United  States  this 
spring,  I  quite  possibly  would  have 
joined  the  growing  number  of  church 
leaders  who  have  participated  in  public 
demonstrations  against  apartheid. 

On  the  other  hand.  I  had  an  invitation 
to  speak  on  the  same  program  as  Bishop 
Tutu  at  an  interracial  church  gathering. 
I  have  visited  a  number  of  countries  with 
oppressive  governments  and/or  social 
systems,  and  have  been  well  served  by 
the  principle  that  one  should  not  allow 
the  evil  in  a  situation  to  blind  one  to  the 
presence  of  good.  Why  should  I  follow 
this  principle  in  Czechoslovakia.  South 
Korea.  China.  Israel  and  a  host  of  other 
places  where  oppression  is  present  and 
disregard  it  in  relation  to  South  Africa? 

After  meeting  a  number  of  South  Afri¬ 
can  Christians— black  and  white— who 
have  been  openly  opposed  to  apartheid 
over  the  past  two  decades,  often  at  con¬ 
siderable  risk.  I'm  glad  I  decided  to  go. 

I  visited  with  the  Rev.  Austen  Massey, 
head  of  the  Methodist  Church’s  Christian 
Citizenship  department,  who  showed  me 
a  pamphlet  that  is  distributed  to  every 
person  who  contemplates  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Church.  It  denounces 
apartheid  as  a  heresy  which  the  church 
refuses  to  condone  either  in  its  own  life 
or  in  the  larger  society. 

The  church  also  is  attempting  to  con¬ 
vert  a  recently  abandoned  local  church 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


into  a  retreat  center,  Mr.  Massey  said,  so 
that  large  inter-racial  church  groups  can 
meet  together— a  very  difficult  feat  at 
present  since  racial  separation  laws  lim¬ 
it  the  use  of  public  accommodations. 

Mr.  Massey  showed  me  some  30  pages 
of  resolutions  opposing  different  aspects 
of  South  Africa’s  racial  policies  and  urging 
that  they  be  changed.  The  resolutions 
were  proposed  by  his  agency  and  ap¬ 
proved  last  year  by  the  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Similar  or  identical  resolutions  have 
been  passed  every  year  within  memory, 
Mr.  Massey  said.  They  include  expres¬ 
sions  of  opposition  to  forced  relocation 
of  blacks  to  "homelands,”  police  brutal¬ 
ity  in  black  townships,  bannings  from 
public  life  of  those  critical  of  govern¬ 
ment  policy,  and  insistence  that  the 
South  African  government  should  aban¬ 
don  its  intervention  in  Namibia  and  ad¬ 
here  to  UN  Resolution  435.  They  also 
include  a  repudia¬ 
tion  of  the  new  “re¬ 
formed"  South 
African  constitu¬ 
tion  and  a  forceful 
call  for  a  "National 
Convention  at 
which  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  South  Africa 
will  be  represented 
to  write  a  new  Con¬ 
stitution  which  will  embody  a  Bill  of 
Rights.. .and  full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
the  people  of  South  Africa.” 

Imprisoned  leader  ‘faithful 
Christian’ 

Mr.  Massey  said  if  my  time  weren’t  so 
limited  he  would  take  me  to  see  Winnie 
Mandela,  wife  of  the  long-imprisoned  Af¬ 
rican  National  Congress  leader  Nelson 
Mandela.  Mr.  Massey  described  the 
Mandelas  as  “faithful  Christians  and 
life-long  Methodists."  He  said  the  church 
has  continued  to  minister  to  them  during 
Mr.  Mandela’s  long  years  of  imprison¬ 
ment  and  his  wife’s  years  of  being 
banned— a  procedure  akin  to  house  ar¬ 
rest.  "You  would  find  that  the  strength 
of  her  faith  would  minister  as  much  to 
you  as  your  pastoral  support  and  encour¬ 
agement  would  minister  to  her."  he  said. 
•** 

I  visited  with  the  Rev.  Peter  Storey, 
pastor  of  the  Central  Methodist  Church  in 
downtown  Johannesburg  and  president 
this  year  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  South 
Africa.  As  evidence  of  that  church’s  racial 
inclusiveness,  he  noted  that  a  black  person 
has  occupied  the  presidency  during  four  of 
the  last  eight  years. 

Mr.  Storey  and  I  ate  lunch  in  his 
church's  basement  which  was  converted 
into  a  restaurant  eight  years  ago.  He 
said  it  was  the  first  restaurant  in  Johan¬ 
nesburg  where  black  people  and  white 
people  could  dine  together.  It  remained 
so  until  three  years  ago  when  a  number 
of  other  restaurants  began  permitting 
inter-racial  dining.  Mr.  Storey  observed 
wryly  that  the  church  does  not  regret 
having  to  face  that  kind  of  competition. 

I  learned  later  that  Peter  Storey  was 
the  founding  editor  of  "Dimension,"  the 
Methodist  newspaper  whose  15th  anni- 


in  courageous  quest 


My  Witness 

Church  can  lose  rich  treasures 
by  judgment  made  without  reason 


By  LAURA  L.  PFEIFER 

When  I  first  heard  our  new  minister 
was  going  to  be  a  woman.  I  thought. 
"That's  ridiculous  Who  ever  heard  of  a 
woman  minister?" 

Nevertheless  I.  along  with  many  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  congre-  ■ 
gation.  was  very  . 
eager  for  her  to  ar-  j 
rive  and  to  hear 
her  first  sermon. 

Also.  I  was  won¬ 
dering  how  every-  I 
one  would  feel  | 
about  having 
woman  preach  ev-  ‘  \ 
ery  Sunday.  Maybe  Laura  Pfeifer 
I’m  old-fashioned,  but  it  struck  me  as  un¬ 
usual.  But  my  curiosity  was  at  a  peak. 

The  day  finally  came  to  welcome  our 
new  minister— and  what  a  pleasant  sur¬ 
prise!  Once  she  started  the  worship  ser¬ 


vice,  my  worries  about  her  capabilities 
were  over. 

She  certainly  knew  what  she  was  do¬ 
ing  and  was  very  good  at  it.  I  enjoyed  lis¬ 
tening  to  her  and  was  amazed  by  the 
positive  reactions  of  others. 

She  warmed  our  hearts.  As  a  result, 
our  little  church  adjusted  immediately 
to  having  a  woman  as  a  minister. 

How  foolish  to  be  trapped  in  judgment 
without  reason.  Sometimes  we  have  to 
have  faith  and  try  something  new  to  us 
before  passing  judgment. 

What  a  treasure  our  church  would 
have  lost  if  we  had  not  given  our  new 
minister  a  chance. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life  This  week's  contributor.  Laura  L. 
Pfeifer,  is  a  member  of  Columbia  UMC 
in  Columbus  Station.  Ohio  (West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference). 


JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa — Black  and  white  Christians  join  in  sing¬ 
ing  ‘‘The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic”  at  an  interracial  service  commemo¬ 
rating  the  15th  anniversary  of  the  church  newspaper,  “Dimension.”  The 
paper  was  created  in  1969  to  disseminate  accurate  information  and  to  offer  a 
prophetic  witness  to  the  church  through  its  editorial  columns. 


versary  I  was  there  to  help  celebrate.  He 
and  others  were  convinced  during  the 
late  1960’s  that  a  newspaper  committed 
to  disseminating  accurate  information 
and  prophetic  editorial  statements  was 
needed  for  the  church’s  witness  to  the 
Christian  faith  to  move  forward. 

Today  "Dimension”  has  grown  to  a 
circulation  of  25,000  under  the  leadership 
of  Mr.  Theo  Coggin,  a  professional  jour¬ 
nalist  whose  parents  were  Methodist 
missionaries.  In  paying  tribute  to  "Di¬ 
mension"  during  a  special  worship  ser¬ 
vice  commemorating  its  anniversary, 
Mr.  Storey  said:  "Fifteen  years  for  a 
publication  may  not  sound  very  long.  But 
for  any  newspaper  both  to  survive  and  to 
maintain  its  integrity  for  15  years  in  a 
divided  society  like  ours  is  a  marvelous 
accomplishment." 

I  visited  with  Bishop  Tutu  and  was  im¬ 
pressed  by  his  combination  of  compassion 
and  determination.  He  lamented  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  laws  that  permit  the  government  to 
arrest  and  indefinitely  detain  anyone  who 
publicly  criticizes  the  government's  “sepa¬ 
rate  development"  policies  for  blacks, 
whites  and  mixed-race  people.  And  he  not¬ 
ed  the  incongruity  of  the  government 
boasting  about  "constitutional  reforms” 
that  leave  85  percent  of  the  population  with 
no  citizenship  rights. 

And  yet,  Bishop  Tutu  does  not  speak 
like  one  whose  anger  has  surpassed  his 
hope  or  his  empathy  for  large  numbers 
of  white  people  who  are  trapped  by 
their  own  history  of  prejudiced  belief  in 
"white  supremacy."  He  said  the  number 
of  white  Christians  opposing  apartheid  is 
"really  quite  amazing"  considering  the 
government’s  determination  to  maintain 
the  status  quo. 

Bishop  Tutu  said  his  temptation  to  be¬ 
come  discouraged  is  frequently  offset  by 
unexpected  expressions  of  support.  He 
told,  for  example,  of  receiving  a  letter 
from  a  Lutheran  pastor  in  Alaska  saying 
that  members  of  his  congregation  were 
remembering  the  bishop  and  those 
whose  cause  he  represents  each  day  in 
prayer.  "I  find  tremendous  spiritual 
strength  in  that  kind  of  affirmation.” 

Church’s  witness  costly 
I  would  be  remiss  if  I  conveyed  the 
impression  that  the  church’s  active  pro¬ 
motion  of  racial  justice  in  South  Africa 
is  meeting  with  unanimous  support 
among  its  members.  For  example,  many 
have  left  the  Methodist  Church  and 
joined  independent  churches  which  see 
no  relationship  between  the  Christian 
faith  and  social  justice.  Many  others  ac¬ 
cept  the  church's  activist  role  reluctant¬ 
ly.  Interracial  seminars  and  worship 
services  like  those  I  attended  still  are 
boycotted  by  some  and  accepted  grudg¬ 
ingly  by  others. 

The  stereotype  of  the  white  church 
"looking  the  other  way"  while  blacks  are 
treated  as  non-humans  can  also  be  seen 
in  subtle  ways  inside  the  church.  One 
evening  I  witnessed  what  was  billed  as  a 
‘‘prophetic  musical’  called  "Amos.”  It 
was  an  original  production  by  a  local 
church  group.  While  technically  well 
written  and  directed,  the  play's  pastoral 
style  and  dialogue  made  me  wonder  if  its 
writers  had  read  the  Old  Testament  book 
of  Hosea  rather  than  Amos.  It  dealt  re- 
demptively  with  persons  who  had  fallen 
victim  to  a  variety  of  sins  such  as  drink¬ 
ing.  prostitution,  and  dishonesty.  In  the 


end,  all  were  saved  through  Amos’  pa¬ 
tient  counsel,  with  scarcely  a  word  of 
righteous  indignation  ever  spoken.  In¬ 
credibly  the  theme  of  relations  between 
persons  of  different  races  Was  never 
even  hinted  at. 

Still,  it  is  a  joy  to  recognize  that  God’s 
Spirit  -  is  moving  among  a  large  and 
growing  number  of  white  and  black 
Christians  in  South  Africa,  and  that  the 
church's  credibility  and  influence  is  in¬ 
creasing  dramatically  among  the  coun¬ 
try’s  black  population. 

Peter  Storey  summarized  the  situation 
as  one  in  which  “the  gates  of  hell  shall 
not  prevail  against  the  church  of  God, 
but  neither  shall  they  easily  crumble.  It’s 
an  agonizing,  frustrating,  uphill  struggle 
to  be  the  church  in  such  a  setting." 

My  realization  that  many  Christians  in 
South  Africa  are  faithfully  engaged  in 
this  against-the-grain  struggle  to  live  ac¬ 
cording  to  Christian  principles  does  not 
lessen  my  belief  in  the  need  for  external 
pressures  for  change  to  be  brought  to 
bear  on  the  South  African  government. 
However,  it  convicts  and  commits  me  to 
respond  in  prayer  and  with  other  expres¬ 
sions  of  support  for  those  Christian 
brothers  and  sisters  who  are  engaged  in 
that  lonely  struggle  on  their  home  turf. 
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sure  on  earth  (which,  given  the  state  of 
things,  is  a  poor  investment  not  only  sub¬ 
ject  to  moths,  thieves,  and  rust,  but  also 
to  war  and  disaster)  if  we  haven’t  a 
thought,  a  hope,  and  a  consistent  eco¬ 
nomic  policy  for  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Blessed  are  the  peacemakers— per¬ 
haps  only  the  poor  will  be  left  to  inherit 
the  Kingdom  after  the  rich  and  the  pow¬ 
erful  and  the  economic  advisers  have  all 
collaborated  in  blowing  each  other  up. 

Continued  investment  in  arms  indus¬ 
tries  is  mighty  poor  planning  when  you 
consider  that  the  investment  itself  is 
likely  to  insure  that  none  of  us  will  live 
to  collect  our  pension  nor  will  there  be 
any  banks  left  to  administer  the  funds. 

Starr  Bowen 
Quito,  Ecuador 

How  does  UMdOR  work? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  congratulate  you  for 
the  broad  coverage  of  the  issues  concern- . 
ing  the  church  by  the  Reporter.  However,.. 
I  find  that  news  of  the  accomplishments  of 
UMCOR  is  strangely  lacking. 

Some  of  us  would  like  assurance  that 
our  contributions  are  being  used  effec¬ 
tively  and  for  the  purpose  intended.  Does 
UMCOR  work  with  and  through  other 
agencies?  Are  designated  funds,  particu¬ 
larly  for  Ethiopia,  actually  reaching, 
their  destination? 

An  occasional  report  on  world  hunger 
and  the  participation  of  UMCOR  would 
be  appreciated. 

C.  M.  Honaker 
Abilene,  Texas 

Is  anybody  home? 

To  the  Editor: 

Does  anyone  at  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  or  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  know  or  care  about  the 
events  that  are  occurring  in  Afghanistan? 

I  have  been  watching  and  listening  for 
some  voices  of  concern  and  protest  to  be 
raised  by  our  official  United  Methodist 
leaders,  but  they  seem  strangely  mutq. 
All  I  have  heard  about  is  Nicaragua  and 
the  horrors  of  South  Africa. 

Why  this  strange  silence  about  the  ter¬ 
rible  oppression  of  the  Afghanistan  peo¬ 
ple  by  the  Soviet  Union?  If  our  agency 
leaders  don't  know  what  is  going  op 
there,  then  they  are  inexcusably  igno¬ 
rant.  If  they  know  and  remain  silent, 
they  are  in  a  cruel  moral  collusion  with 
the  most  abhorrent  example  of  violent 
aggression  and  mass  murder  on  the  face 
of  the  earth. 

Either  way  you  look  at  it,  our  mission  and 
social  action  agencies  are,  to  put  it  mildly, 
failing  in  their  responsibilities  to  speak  a 
prophetic  word  against  this  atrocity  that 
is  being  committed  against  millions  of  in¬ 
nocent  men,  women,  and  children. 

Hello,  up  there  in  Washington  and  New 
York,  is  anybody  home? 

Carl  W.  Lindquist 
Little  Valley,  New  York 

A  gift  for  Mother  Teresa 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Commission  on  Missions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Atwater, 
California,  has  a  plan  it  will  put  into  ef¬ 
fect  one  Sunday  in  August.  If  other 
churches  want  to  “go  and  do  likewise,’’ 
it’s  fine  with  us. 

The  plan  is  this:  the  congregation  will 
be  told  that  Mother  Teresa  will  be  75  on; 
Tuesday,  August  27,  1985.  Members  will 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  contribute  to 
a  special  offering.  Our  hope  is  to  have 
$75  to  forward  as  a  birthday  present. 

We’ve  learned  that  we  can  send  our 
gift  c/o  Missionaries  of  Charity,  335  E. 
145th  Street,  Bronx,  New  York  10451. 

Mother  Teresa,  as  a  matter  of  policy, 
forbids  financial  appeals.  Still,  such 
funds  as  people  choose  to  contribute,  she 
is  glad  to  put  to  good  use. 

William  C.  Sanford 
Atwater,  California 
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provide  effective  leadership  for  your  congre^ 
gation  or  want  a  solid  practical  guide  to  help'j 
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Tender  Shepherd 

Offering  a  solid,  practical  guide  to  creative  pastoring,  The  Tender 
Shepherd  provides  useful  models  for  parish  programs  and  liturgical 
development,  and  demonstrates  how  the  nitty-gritty  of  pastoring — 
such  as  the  need  to  individualize  baptisms,  weddings  and  funerals — 
can  be  accomplished  with  your  unique  brand  of  imagination  and 
competence.  S9.50.  paper,  ISBN  0-687-41242-0. 
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Your  choice  of  ^ 

•  straight  or  cur\'ed;  welted 
or  body  form 

•  tufted  with  buttons  or  vAgk 

plain  without  buttons 

•  cotton  velour,  nylon  tempo, 

or  nylon  face  with  a  /aSS 

cotton/rayon  back 


Member  reports  bring  good  news  to  otherwise  rancorous  convention 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  — Although  displaying  ran¬ 
corous  divisions  at  their  annual  conven¬ 
tion  last  week  while  keeping 
fundamentalists  in  power.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  also  showed  they  haven’t  lost  their 
touch  as  the  nation’s  most  successful 
evangelists  in  terms  of  numbers— even 
in  regions  like  the  Northeast. 

Nearly  everywhere  United  Methodism 
has  been  unable  to  add  new  members. 
Southern  Baptists  are  reporting  rapid 
growth. 

Second  in  membership  to  the  Baptists 
among  Protestants,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  long  has  been  considered  the 
more  national  denomination  because  of 
its  spread  through  all  U.S.  regions.  But 
that  is  changing  as  United  Methodism 
declines  and  Southern  Baptists  aggres¬ 
sively  seek  converts  outside  the  South. 

Far  West  prime  mission  field 

Baptists  last  week  heard  a  special  em¬ 
phasis  given  the  Far  West. 

A  convention  speaker  said  the  United 
States  “west  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,”  is 
one  of  the  most  important  mission  fields 
in  the  world  with  a  huge  “pagan”  popu¬ 
lation. 

Despite  booming  population  in  the  West 
and  long  tenure  there,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  consistently  suffers  major 
membership  losses  in  the  most  unchurched 
part  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  newcomer  Southern  Baptists 
are  finding  large  numbers  interested  in 
joining  their  churches. 

Their  membership  last  year  grew  in 
Hawaii  (6.2  percent)  Nevada  (4.5  per¬ 
cent),  Arizona  (3.7  percent),  Oregon- 
Washington  (3.6  percent),  Colorado  (2.8 
percent)  and  California  (1.9  percent). 
Southern  Baptists  lost  members  in  Utah- 
Idaho  (2.2  percent)  and  Alaska  (9.8  per¬ 
cent). 

Southern  Baptists  have  grown  to  two- 
thirds  the  size  of  United  Methodists  in 
Colorado  and  half  the  size  in  Oregon- 
Washington. 

They  outnumber  United  Methodists  in 
California  by  more  than  50  percent. 

The  president  of  Golden  Gate  Baptist 
Seminary  in  San  Francisco  pressed  the 
importance  of  evangelism  and  mission  in 
California:  “If  California  were  a  nation, 
it  would  be  one  of  the  most  pagan  na¬ 
tions  on  earth;  23  million  people  are  not 
even  nominal  church  members.” 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  grew  by  1.2  percent.  That 
growth  is  helped  by  the  presence  of  a 
much  larger  "non-resident  members” 
group  than  most  United  Methodist 
churches  keep  on  their  rolls.  But  South¬ 
ern  Baptists'  residential  membership 
grew  to  10.25  rpillion,  a  gain  of  89,000  (0.9 
percent).  That’s  around  the  number  the 
now-9. 3-million-member  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  loses  each  year. 

Baptist  evangelism  threatened? 

The  highly  publicized,  divisive  conven¬ 
tion  last  week  raised  questions  about 
whether  the  Southern  Baptists  can  con¬ 
tinue  their  momentum. 


How  can  people  be  expected  to  believe 
the  message  of  the  Baptists’  major  new 
evangelistic  campaign  — “Good  news, 
America,  God  loves  you”— if  America 
sees  that  Baptists  can’t  even  love  each 
other,  asked  the  Rev.  Charles  F.  Stanley 
in  a  sermon  just  before  his  re-election  as 
president. 

"The  world  is  watching  us,”  the  Atlan¬ 
ta  pastor,  national  TV  preacher  and 
founding  member  of  the  Moral  Majority 
said.  “It’s  not  looking  to  see  whether 
Southern  Baptists  disagree  but  how  we 
disagree.” 

But  what  the  world  saw  the  next  two 
days  was  large  numbers  of  the  record 
45,000-plus  voting  messengers  disagree¬ 
ing  in  contentious  and  often  bitter  ex¬ 
changes  right  up  to  the  closing  prayer. 

There  was  no  sign  that  a  split  is  immi¬ 
nent,  in  part  because  the  conservative- 
moderate  faction  maintains  hope  of 
sharing  power  in  the  future  as  its  presi¬ 
dential  candidates  continue  to  poll  more 
than  40  percent  of  messengers.  Funda¬ 
mentalist  faction  candidates  have  won 
seven  years  in  a  row, 

Shootout  began  as  love-in 

For  a  while,  the  more  than  600  media 
people  present  from  across  the  nation 
thought  the  much-touted  “shootout”  (see 
UMR,  June  7)  they’d  been  sent  to  cover 
was  going  to  be  pre-empted  by  a  love-in. 

It  was  reminiscent  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists’  mostly  successful  attempt  at  the 
1984  General  Conference  to  defuse  the 
divisiveness  of  debate  by  appealing  fre¬ 
quently  for  periods  of  prayer,  for  the 
singing  of  favorite  songs  and  for  signs  of 
unity. 

But  by  the  second  evening,  no  amount 
of  appeals  could  patch  the  cracks  be¬ 
tween  the  competing  fundamentalist  and 
conservative-moderate  factions.  And  the 
family  that  had  prayed^ so  well  together 
the  first  day  mainly  fought  together  on 
the  third  and  final  day  amidst  shouting 
and  charges. 

The  six-year,  intra-denominational 
“war”  has  been  over  how  pure  inxloo — 
trine  denominational  seminary  profes¬ 
sors  and  agency  leaders  must  be,  how 
narrow  the  doctrine  is  and  who  controls 
the  process  that  decides. 

A  controversy  familiar  to  United 
Methodists— over  a  consultation  pro¬ 
cess-helped  break  the  first-day  truce. 

Southern  Baptist  bylaws  require  presi¬ 
dents  to  consult  with  their  vice  presi¬ 
dents  when  making  appointments  to  a 
nominating  committee  which  exercises 
great  power  over  the  directorship  of 
seminaries  and  agencies. 

President  Stanley  virtually  ignored 
such  consultation  last  year.  After  con¬ 
servative-moderates  were  elected  first 
and  second  vice  presidents  at  this  con¬ 
vention,  reporters  asked  him  if  would  in¬ 
clude  them  in  his  decisionmaking  in 
filling  positions  of  leadership.  He  said  he 
could  not  promise  that. 

The  conservative-moderates’  disdain 
for  the  president  was  further  inflamed 
the  second  night  when  Dr.  Stanley  con¬ 
tinually  ruled  them  out  of  order  when 
they  challenged  nominations  and  reports 


from  committees  controlled  by  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  faction.  Angry  messengers 
repeatedly  took  floor  microphones  to  be¬ 
rate  the  president  and  accuse  him  of  dic¬ 
tatorship.  "railroading"  and  autocratic 
power-wielding. 

The  president  was  accused  of  arbi¬ 
trarily  refusing  to  recognize  known  op¬ 
ponents  at  the  microphones.  Outgoing 
second  vice  president  and  a  conserva¬ 
tive-moderate,  the  Rev.  Donald  Wide- 
man  of  Kansas  City,  said  Dr.  Stanley 
told  him  he  would  not  recognize  him  at 
any  microphone  or  allow  him  on  the 
platform  the  first  two  days. 

By  the  middle  of  the  third  morning, 
shouting  and  other  open  rancor  had 
yielded  President  Stanley  almost  power¬ 
less  to  maintain  order  over  the  giant  as¬ 
semblage.  He  was  rescued  by  an 
appearance  on  the  platform  of  newly 
elected  vice  president  the  Rev.  Winfred 
Moore,  the  defeated  conservative-mod¬ 
erate  presidential  candidate.  He  pled  for 
calmness  from  his  followers  and  got  it 


until  the  massive  crowd  erupted  again 
just  before  the  close  in  the  afternoon 
over  other  business  matters. 


300,000-plus  could  vote 

Mr.  Wideman  was  asked  later  if  the 
politicization  of  the  conventions  hasn’t 
outmoded  the  "y’all  come”  approach  of 
the  Baptists  in  which  almost  every  con¬ 
gregation  is  allowed  up  to  10  messen¬ 
gers.  That  creates  a  potential  of  more 
than  300,000  voters  at  the  annual  meet¬ 
ings.  He  was  reminded  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  manages  to  handle 
thousands  more  details  of  business  be¬ 
cause  of  the  orderliness  of  a  1,000-mem¬ 
ber  body. 

Mr.  Wideman  answered  that  Baptists 
don’t  believe  in  representative  govern¬ 
ment  and  that  he  feels  certain  the  fierce¬ 
ly  independent  congregations  will  insist 
on  the  mass  meeting  approach  to  busi¬ 
ness  which  encourages  get-out-the-vote 
campaigns  by  the  competing  factions. 


DALLAS— In  a  happier  moment,  the  Rev.  Winfred  Moore  (left),  candidate 
of  the  conservative-moderate  faction  of  Southern  Baptists,  embraces  newly- 
elected  president  the  Rev.  Charles  Stanley,  candidate  of  the  fundamentalist 
faction.  Mr.  Moore’s  acceptance  of  and  election,  to  the  vice  presidency  a 
short  time  later  was  the  climax  of  a  day  of  comparative  harmony.  It  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  two  days  of  rancor  at  the  annual  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Appointments  put  1984  ‘gay’  decision  to  test 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Saying  they  were  in  line  with  a  ruling 
by  United  Methodism's  highest  court, 
two  Western  Jurisdiction  bishops  have 
announced  reappointments  of  self- 
avowed  homosexual  ministers. 

The  two  reappointments  become  the 
first  test  cases  of  the  effect  of  a  new 
church  law  prohibiting  the  ordination  or 
appointment  of  “self-avowed,  practicing 
homosexuals.” 

The  denomination’s  highest  legislative 
body  passed  the  prohibition  a  year  ago. 
It  took  effect  Jan.  1. 

But  the  Judicial  Council  last  fall  ruled 
that  bishops  may  not  deny  an  appoint¬ 
ment  to  a  homosexual  minister  until  his 
or  her  character  has  been  successfully 
challenged  under  the  denomination’s  due 
process  rules. 

Denver  pastor  challenged 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of  the  Denver  Area 
last  week  appointed  the  Rev.  Julian 
Rush  as  a  half-time  associate  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denver. 

But  Mr.  Rush’s  continuation  as  a  min¬ 
ister  is  not  at  all  assured.  Complaints 
about  his  character  began  last  month  to 
work  through  the  many  layers  of  United 
Methodist  due  process,  perhaps  to  end  in 
a  church  trial. 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area  said  last  weekend  he  would  give  an 
appointment  beyond  the  local  church 
this  week  to  the  Rev.  Morris  Floyd,  a 
leader  in  the  denomination’s  homosexual 
rights  caucus. 

The  bishop  said  no  complaints  have 
been  filed  about  the  lifestyle  of  Mr. 
Floyd  who  was  appointed  to  Awareness 
Development  Inc.,  an  organization  which 
helps  corporations  work  with  "gays"  and 
lesbians. 

Bishop  Sano  told  the  Reporter  he 
knows  the  Denver  appointment  will  ere- 


Pastor  cross-stitches  own  stole 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MORGANTOWN,  W.  Va.-The  hand¬ 
some  beige  stole  that  the  Rev.  Dan 
Johnson  wears  on  Sundays  never  fails 
to  bring  sighs  of  admiration  from  pa¬ 
rishioners  at  his  800-member  Drum¬ 
mond  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church. 

Christian  emblems  like  the  shell  (de¬ 
picting  baptism),  the  lamp  (depicting 
Advent),  the  Jerusalem  cross  and  oth¬ 
ers  have  been  delicately  cross-stitched 
along  the  panels  of  the  woven  stole. 

It's  a  one-of-a-kind  stole  that  the  39- 
year-old  minister  cross-stitched  himself. 

“I  grew  up  in  a  family  where  my  fa¬ 
ther  sewed,"  he  said.  “I  started  doing 
needlework  in  college,  and  now  it’s 
therapy  for  me  .  .  .  I’ll  work  on  it  at 
night  to  help  me  relax." 

Mr.  Johnson  designed  the  stole  with 
the  help  of  a  parishioner  at  a  previous 
church  who  charted  the  stitches  on  pa¬ 
per  for  him. 

"I  knew  what  I  wanted,  and  I  could 
see  it  in  my  mind,  but  I  didn't  know 
how  to  design  the  pattern,"  he  said.  The 
friend,  a  dentist,  drew  the  pattern.  Mr. 
Johnson  chose  the  colors  and  did  the 
handiwork. 

He  also  makes  banners  that  feature 
religious  seasons  and  holidays. 

“The  Bible  makes  a  number  of  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  banner’  of  Christ  ...  of 
taking  up  and  raising  banners  to 
Christ."  he  said. 

He  explained  that  use  of  banners  in 
the  church  dates  to  the  early  church 
when  people  were  not  educated  and 
could  not  read  the  Bible.  “It’s  a  visual 
way  to  interpret  the  holy  seasons  of  the 
church,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Johnson,  who  also  admits  to  be¬ 
ing  a  modest  gourmet  cook,  said  he 
keeps  a  piece  of  cross-stitch  going  all 
the  time.  He  likes  to  make  small  wall 
hangings  for  family  and  friends  and  of¬ 
ten  gives  his  own  handiwork  in  lieu  of  a 
store-bought  gift. 

He’s  working  on  another  stole  that 
will  feature  different  versions  of  the 
cross. 

“After  Roosevelt  Grier  (former  pro¬ 
fessional  football  star)  admitted  that 
he  did  cross-stitch,  it  was  a  lot  easier  to 
tell  people  that  I  did,  too,"  he  said, 
chuckling. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  several  men  from 
his  church  have  taken  up  the  hobby 
since  he  got  there. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 
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The  Rev.  Dan  Johnson  grew  up  in  a  family  where  his  father  sewed.  So  it 
came  naturally  for  him  to  take  up  the  hobby  which  resulted  in  his  cross- 
stitching  elaborate  designs  on  this  ministerial  stole. 


ate  great  anxiety  among  many  people 
across  the  United  Methodist  connection. 

All  parties,  including  persons  filing 
grievances,  have  agreed  that  Mr.  Rush’s 
case  is  being  handled  properly  within  the 
prescribed  process,  he  said:  “I  hope  that 
relieves  people's  anxieties.” 

Two  Rocky  Mountain  ministers  have 
filed  grievances  against  Mr.  Rush  (see 
UMR,  June  7). 

The  Denver  Post  on  June  7  reported 
Mr.  Rush  is  going  to  fight  to  remain  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  through 
church  and  civil  courts  if  necessary  in 
order  to  bring  change  in  society’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  homosexuals. 

Newspaper  tells  ‘gay’  lifestyle 

Those  filing  grievances  believe  one 
proof  that  Mr.  Rush  violates  church  law 
lies  in  a  long  article  about  Mr.  Rush  in 
the  Denver  Post  on  March  3.  according 
to  the  Rev.  Keith  Watson,  chairman  of 
the  annual  conference’s  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry. 

The  article  included  a  photo  of  the 
joined  hands  of  Mr.  Rush  and  his  male 
partner,  featuring  the  rings  they  have 
exchanged.  In  the  article,  Mr.  Rush  and 
his  partner  described  how  they  met  and 
decided  to  live  together. 

It  lauded  Mr.  Rush's  work  as  director 
of  the  Colorado  AIDS  Project  which 
helps  people  who  have  AIDS,  a  disease 
most  commonly  transmitted  through 
sexual  relations  among  male  homosex¬ 
uals.  The  project  office  is  in  St.  Paul's 
UMC  where  Mr.  Rush  also  has  served  as 
a  quarter-time  associate  pastor 

The  Post  article  quotes  Mr.  Rush  as 
saying  that  he,  like  many  gays,  carries 
the  anxiety  that  he  one  day  will  fall  vic¬ 
tim  to  the  AIDS  disease.  He  described  St. 
Paul’s  as  the  only  Denver  church  that 
reaches  out  to  gay  and  lesbian  people. 
About  half  its  80  members  are  homosex¬ 
uals,  he  said. 

When  now-retired  Bishop  Melvin 
Wheatley  first  appointed  Mr.  Rush  to  St. 
Paul’s  after  Mr.  Rush’s  homosexuality 
became  public  knowledge  in  1981,  Bishop 
Wheatley  was  charged  with  violating 

Porn,  violence 
program  slated 
by  UM  agencies 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  new  date  and  pre¬ 
liminary  program  details  for  a  national 
United  Methodist  conference  on  “por¬ 
nography,  violence  and  Christian  values" 
have  been  released  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  chief  social  action  agency. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  in 
cooperation  with  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  has  developed  the  session 
for  Nov.  22-23  at  Asbury  College  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky.  The  conference  had  an  earlier 
tentative  schedule  of  mid-August. 

"This  conference  is  designed  to  begin 
raising  the  awareness  of  the  abuses  of 
sexual  expression  in  both  church  and  so¬ 
ciety,"  said  Beverly  Roberson  Jackson, 
who  heads  the  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety’s  department  of  human  welfare.  “We 
hope  strategies  can  be  developed  for 
changing  attitudes  about  pornography 
and  violence  in  the  nation." 

Specific  aspects  of  the  topic  to  be  cov¬ 
ered  include  the  extent  of  pornography 
and  violence,  the  findings  of  research  on 
the  subject,  legal  issues  and  the  role  of 
the  church. 

A  diverse  14-member  planning  com¬ 
mittee  includes  representatives  from  in¬ 
dependent  groups  with  United  Methodist 
members,  such  as  Good  News;  the  Na¬ 
tional  Federation  for  Decency  and  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action 
(MFSA).  as  well  as  from  the  National 
and  Women's  divisions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Other  members  represent  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

Dr.  Jackson  said  confirmed  speakers 
include  Clarence  M.  Kelley,  retired  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi¬ 
gation.  the  Rev.  Marie  Fortune, 
executive  director  of  the  Center  for  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Sexual  and  Domestic  Vio¬ 
lence.  Seattle;  the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon, 
founder  of  the  National  Federation  for 
Decency,  the  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  editor 
of  The  Christian  Century  magazine,  and 
Haviland  Houston.  Church  and  Society 
general  secretary. 


church  law.  But  the  Judicial  Council 
ruled  that  church  law  did  not  specifical¬ 
ly  prohibit  homosexuals  from  being  or¬ 
dained  clergy. 

That  1982  ruling  was  the  primary  im¬ 
petus  for  a  drive  that  ended  in  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  1984  prohibition  language. 

Private  session  began  grievance 

The  Rev.  J.  L.  Penfold  and  the  Rev 
Ron  Kowalski,  Colorado  UM  pastors, 
met  with  Mr.  Rush  on  May  14.  Mr,  Pen¬ 
fold  told  the  Reporter  they  sought  first 
to  counsel  with  him  in  hopes  they  could 
persuade  him  to  renounce  his  homosex¬ 
ual  lifestyle  or  at  least  not  to  seek  an  ap¬ 
pointment. 

Mr.  Penfold  said  he  respects  Mr.  Rush 
as  a  man  trying  to  be  true  to  his  convic¬ 
tions:  "I  shook  hands  with  him  when  we 
parted  and  said  he  and  we  are  people  of 
conviction  on  a  collision  course." 

Mr.  Penfold  and  Mr  Kowalski  filed 
grievances  against  Mr.  Rush  with  his 
district  superintendent  on  May  17. 

All  four  met  with  the  St.  Paul’s  pastor- 
parish  relations  committee  on  June  6. 
"There  was  no  question  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  supported  Julian,"  Mr.  Penfold  said. 

The  district  superintendent  then  called 
the  conference’s  Joint  Review  Commit¬ 
tee  to  deal  with  the  complaints.  The 
committee  hasn’t  met  yet. 

Last  week  while  clergy  members  were 
meeting  in  closed  session  at  the  Rocky 


Mountain  Annual  Conference  meeting, 
lay  members  approved  a  message  that 
they  sent  into  the  clergy  session  with  a 
request  that  the  bishop  read  it  aloud.  He 
did. 

The  lay  members’  message  said  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  has 
responsibility  to  United  Methodists  ev¬ 
erywhere  to  uphold  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence’s  prohibition  against  appointing 
self-avowed,  practicing  homosexuals. 

The  clergy  members,  though,  declined 
to  consider  Mr  Rush’s  character  sepa¬ 
rately  from  those  of  other  ministers.  The 
body  passed,  or  approved,  his  as  well  as 
the  other  ministers’  character 

Bishop  Sano  told  the  Reporter  that 
conference  leadership  is  taking  the  la¬ 
ity’s  message  seriously.  He  noted  that 
other  paragraphs  of  church  law  besides 
the  prohibition  also  must  be  considered. 

He  said  he  considers  the  central  faith 
element  of  church  legal  instructions  to 
be  in  Para.  455  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
It  states  that  the  review  of  ministers 
who  have  violated  standards  “shall  have 
as  its  purpose  the  reconciliation  and  res¬ 
toration  of  the  minister  and  the  strength¬ 
ening  of  the  Church.” 

Another  provision  Bishop  Sano  said  he 
will  stress  is  Para.  2620,  which  states  the 
"presumption  of  innocence,  including  no 
carrying  out  of  sentence,  shall  be  main¬ 
tained  until  the  conclusion  of  the  judicial 
process."  -ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Fear  of  federal  regulation 
seen  causing  TV  ‘cleanup’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Fear  of  federal  cen¬ 
sorship  could  lead  to  a  voluntary  reduc¬ 
tion  of  sex  and  violence  on  television,  in 
the  opinion  of  a  prominent  United  Meth¬ 
odist. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  the  motion  pic¬ 
ture  rating  system  grew  not  out  of  any 
"altruistic  feeling"  on  the  part  of  the  in¬ 
dustry  but  out  of  fear  of  federal  action. 
The  same  kind  of  fear,  he  believes,  could 
lead  to  voluntary  action  on  the  part  of 
the  television  industry  to  forestall  feder¬ 
al  regulations. 

Dr  Wall,  editor  of  “The  Christian  Cen¬ 
tury,"  chairs  a  panel  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  investigat¬ 
ing  sex  and  violence  in  the  media,  with 
particular  reference  to  constitutional 
guarantees  of  free  speech.  The  panel 
held  its  third  and  final  hearing  in  early 
June 

One  of  the  three  United  Methodists  on 
the  committee,  the  editor  of  the  well- 
known  ecumenical  weekly  magazine 
said  a  key  issue  for  the  panel  will  be 
showing  concern  for  the  vulnerability  of 
children  in  what  they  see  on  television, 
as  well  as  upholding  First  Amendment 
rights. 

"We  re  patsies  to  the  commercial  en¬ 
terprises  until  we  say,  Wait  a  minute; 
you  also  have  a  responsibility  to  children 


and  you’re  not  following  it,’  ’’  Dr  Wali 
asserted. 

With  the  completion  of  the  hearings, 
the  committee  will  begin  drafting  its  re¬ 
port  to  the  NCCC’s  communications  arm. 
The  report  will  also  go  to  the  ecumenical 
agency’s  Governing  Board  as  the  basis 
for  a  possible  policy  statement  to  guide 
the  NCCC  and  its  31  Protestant,  Ortho¬ 
dox  and  Anglican  member  church  bodies. 

This  is  "the  first  national  religious 
study  to  examine  seriously  the  problems 
presented  by  sex  and  violence  in  the  me¬ 
dia  and  the  guarantee  of  free  speech,” 
according  to  the  Rev.  William  F.  Fore, 
another  United  Methodist  on  the  panel 
Dr.  Fore  is  NCCC  assistant  general  sec¬ 
retary  for  communications 


Cruise  to  exotic  China  Sept  21-Oct  6 

Explore  Japan  and  China  on  luxurious 
Pearl  of  Scandinavia.  Prices  from 
$3345*.  For  further  info  contact  San¬ 
borns  Travel,  214/258-5020/800-255- 
8014.  Res.  must  be  made  by  July  31. 

*Based  on  group  availability. 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Security 

and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most  temp¬ 
erate  climates.  Northern  California  LAKE  PARK 
RETIREMENT  RESIDENCE  offers  spacious  apart 
ments.  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious  meals, 
security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A  facility 
of  Califomia-Nevada  Methodist  Homes  For  a  bro¬ 
chure,  call  or  write:  Director  of  Marketing,  Lake 
Park,  1850  Alice  St.,  Dept  MR.  Oakland,  CA  94612, 
'415  )  835-5511 


Pew  Cushions  from  Cokesbury 


w  a  vaticiy  01  lauuv.  V.U1U13 

Samples  available  upon  request. 

Budget  terms,  Call  for  price  quotes 

Q  Cokesbury 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER: 


201  Eighth  Ave.,  South 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone  615/749-6113 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 


Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account,  American  Express, 
Visa,  or  MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Friday,  8-4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time.  For 
personal  service,  call  your  Cokesbury  store. 


Where  UMs  sag,  Baptists  growing 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


For  United  Methodist  Publishing ? 
physical  fitness  is  ‘ on  the  House 5 


JUNK  21,  1985 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

Exercise  enthusiasts  are  quick  to  pro¬ 
claim:  “People  who  play  hard,  work 
hard.’ 

Executives  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  in  Nashville.  Tenn.,  are 
banking  on  that— and  hoping  that  those 
who  work  hard  on  the  basketball  or  rac- 
quetball  courts  ...  or  jogging  in  the 
streets  .  .  .  or  in  the  gym  will  work  harder 
at  their  desks  ...  or  on  the  sales  floor  . . . 
or  on  the  giant  presses  that  distinguish  the 
huge  religious  publishing  company. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  one  of  a  pioneering  group  of 
large  corporations  around  the  United 
States  that  have  invested  in  corporate 
fitness  programs  for  their  employees. 

The  8th  floor  of  the  Publishing  House 
was  converted  last  January  to  a  1700 
square  foot  fitness  center  and  weight 
room.  It  is  open  seven  days  a  week.  24 
hours  a  day  for  the  1.500  employees, 
their  immediate  families  and  retirees 
from  the  organization. 

Goal:  healthier  employees 

The  goal?  Healthier,  more  productive 
employees  who  will  eventually  be  better 
employees  for  the  Publishing  House, 
says  Robert  K  Feaster,  president  and 
publisher  of  the  Publishing  House.  An 
avid  participant  in  the  program,  he  has 
shed  20  pounds  since  its  inception. 

“A  healthier  employee  is  a  more  pro¬ 
ductive  employee.”  adds  Dave  Patter¬ 
son,  director  of  the  fitness /health  center 
at  the  Publishing  House.  ‘‘They’re  at 
work  more  days  out  of  the  year  and.  if 
they  feel  better  about  themselves,  they 
are  likely  to  be  producing  better  work.” 

And  the  company  also  wins,  because 
health  insurance  claims  almost  system¬ 
atically  begin  to  decrease  within  three 
years,  he  adds. 

And,  Publishing  House  officials  say,  if 
the  company  “wins,”  the  whole  church 
wins  through  better  service  through  such 
things  as  Cokesbury  stores  and  through  a 
more  efficient  organization  having  more 
net  proceeds  to  put  back  into  annual  con¬ 
ference  retirement  programs,  as  re¬ 
quired  under  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

While  results  are  hard  to  calculate  for 
at  least  the  first  three  years  "studies  in¬ 
dicate  that  if  you  can  get  enough  of  your 
employees  interested,  a  corporation  can 
recover  its  initial  costs  (of  installing  the 
fitness  center  and  maintaining  the  pro¬ 
gram)  within  three  years.”  said  Mr. 
Feaster. 

Executives  set  example 

He’s  pleased  with  employee  participa¬ 
tion  and  credits  two  things:  the  Publishing 
House’s  ‘  investment"  in  a  professional  fit¬ 
ness  and  safety  director  and  the  number  of 
executives  that  have  ‘‘set  the  example”  by 
participating  in  the  programs. 

He  also  cites  employee  enthusiasm 
and  increased  morale  for  the  program’s 
success.  The  program  originated  when 


Martha  Pilcher,  an  employee  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  relations  division  of  the  Publishing 
House,  sent  Mr.  Feaster  a  memo  sug¬ 
gesting  that  management  study  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  an  in-house  fitness  program. 

A  committee  of  employees  was 
formed  to  study  the  feasibility  of  a  pro¬ 
gram  in  October  and  the  idea  was  imple¬ 
mented  in  January,  Ms.  Pilcher  explains. 

The  Publishing  House  invested  about 
$65,000  to  get  the  program  off  the  ground 
but  "we  paid  out  $2.5  million  in  insur¬ 
ance  claims  last  year  alone,"  Mr.  Feast¬ 
er  said.  The  Publishing  House  is  self- 
insured  and  underwrites  its  own  em¬ 
ployee  health  insurance. 

The  Publishing  House  approach  in¬ 
volves  more  than  just  a  fitness  center, 
Mr.  Patterson  maintains.  It’s  a  wholistic 
approach,  he  said,  to  good  health  that  fo¬ 
cuses  on  aerobic  conditioning,  health 
screening  and  on-going  health  seminars 
and/or  classes. 

Weight-loss  class  popular 

The  most  popular  program  has  been 
the  weight  management  class  taught  by 
best-selling  author  Martin  Katahn  of 
Vanderbilt  University  who  wrote  "Be¬ 
yond  Diet:  A  Metabolic  Breakthrough” 
and  "The  200  Calorie  Solution.”  Mr.  Ka¬ 
ta  tin's  weight  loss  clinics  normally  cost 
$600.  but  a  series  of  the  classes  were  of¬ 
fered  at  the  Publishing  House  for  $95  per 
employee.  As  an  extra  incentive  the 
Publishing  House  paid  the  first  $45.  Mr. 
Patterson  said,  making  the  cost  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  employee  only  $50. 

Additionally,  if  the  employee  lost  the 
designated  weight  he  or  she  set  as  a  goal, 
the  $50  registration  fee  was  refunded, 
Mr.  Patterson  said. 

Future  weight  loss  clinics  at  the  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  will  be  taught  by  Mr.  Pat¬ 
terson  and  the  dietitian  in  the  Publishing 
House  cafeteria. 

While  the  weight  room  and  fitness  cen¬ 
ter  are  free  to  eligible  people,  Mr.  Patter¬ 
son  says  it’s  important  for  participants  to 
put  up  some  money  for  special  classes  like 
learning  to  maintain  optimum  weight  or 
learning  to  stop  smoking. 

Mary  Jean  Grant,  45,  a  secretary  who 
lost  40  pounds  in  the  weight  management 
course,  says  the  Publishing  House  pro¬ 
gram  has  given  her  “a  new  lease  on  life.” 

"For  the  first  time  I’m  able  to  walk  up 
and  down  steps  without  huffing  and  puff¬ 
ing,"  she  said.  "It’s  taught  me  a  new  way 
of  eating  that  I  know  I’ll  stick  with  the 
rest  of  my  life.” 

Mrs.  Grant,  who  says  she  has  been 
“chronically  overweight  for  years,”  con¬ 
tends  she  would  have  never  lost  the 
weight  if  the  Publishing  House  had  not 
offered  the  class  and  built  the  fitness 
room.  “It's  all  right  here,  so  there  wasn't 
an  excuse  for  me  not  to  do  it,"  she  said. 

Also  featured  in  the  health  program 
are  monthly  lunchtime  "Health  Aware¬ 
ness"  sessions  on  such  topics  as  hyper¬ 
tension,  pre-mens trual  syndrome,  diabetes 
and  cancer  screening. 


Safety  checks  counseled 
for  church-owned  buses 


u  By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-The  head  of  the  U.  S. 
National  Transportation  Safety  Board 
has  called  on  churches  around  the  coun¬ 
try  to  "intensify  efforts"  to  improve  the 
safety  of  church  buses. 

Chairperson  Jim  Burnett  issued  the 
appeal  in  the  wake  of  an  investigation  by 
the  board  of  seven  major  church-bus  ac¬ 
cidents  which  resulted  in  29  fatalities 
and  139  injuries. 

The  accidents  may  have  been  prevent¬ 
ed  by  "simple,  low-cost  measures,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  statement  released  by  the 
board. 

The  investigators  said  many  church 
buses,  which  tend  to  be  older  and  second¬ 
hand,  are  not  covered  by  newer  federal 
standards  and  are  often  unsafe. 
Churches  "should  be  aware  that  school 
buses  manufactured  before  April  1977 
are  not  required  to  meet  federal  stan¬ 
dards  for  crashworthiness  and  occupa¬ 
tion  protection."  said  Mr.  Burnett. 

In  an  accident  involving  one  pre-1977 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION  OPEN:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Henderson  Settlement.  Red  Bird  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference.  Responsible  for  supervision,  fund  raising, 
administration  of  total  program  Requires  bache¬ 
lor's  degree  minimum  plus  several  years  proven  ad¬ 
ministrative  skills  and  experience.  Inquiry  deadline 
l  month  following  this  advertisement.  Send  resume 
and  requests  for  applications  to  Henderson  Settle¬ 
ment.  P  O  Box  205.  Frakes.  KY  40940 


bus,  he  said,  a  hole  opened  through  the 
front  of  the  bus  after  it  collided  head-on 
with  a  tractor.  Eight  passengers  were 
killed,  he  said. 

Inadequately  trained  bus  drivers  were 
"a  factor"  in  five  of  the  seven  accidents 
studied. 

Mr.  Burnett  called  on  churches  consid¬ 
ering  a  bus  purchase  to  "insist  on  a  de¬ 
tailed  maintenance  history’’  and  to 
develop  a  "regular  maintenance  schedule.” 

He  said.  "Some  church  bus  operators 
assume  they  do  not  need  to  keep  the 
same  level  of  maintenance  as  the  public 
schools  because  they  do  not  use  their 
buses  as  frequently.  But  maintenance 
should  be  at  least  comparable  to  that 
performeu  by  public  school  systems, 
since  older  buses  are  more  likely  to 
break  down  or  have  other  failures  which 
might  affect  safety." 

Mr.  Burnett  added  that  churches 
wrongly  “assume”  that  their  buses  are 
safe  if  they  pass  state  vehicle  inspec¬ 
tions.  even  though  only  22  states  have  in¬ 
spection  requirements  designed  for 
private  buses  and  the  standards  "vary 
widely." 

To  avoid  accidents,  churches  should 
make  sure  bus  drivers  are  "adequately 
trained.”  avoid  overcrowding  of  buses, 
"fasten  down”  luggage  in  passenger  ar¬ 
eas.  and  make  "pre-trip"  inspections,  he 
said. 


DR.  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN 

Invites  you  on  one  of 
his  1 985  Tours  — 


SCANDINAVIA  l  RUSSIA  TOUR 
August  18-30 

HOLY  LAND  t  CAIRO.  EGYPT 
October  13-22 

AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND,  and  HAWAII 
Nov.  23-Doc.  08 


These  ore  Deluxe  tours  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  per  day.  expert  guides 
finest  buses,  friendly  fellowship  of  delightful  people  The  people  on  these  tours  will  be  from 
several  states  representing  various  church  denominations  Many  life  time  friendships  are 
formed  Dr.  Allen  goes  eoch  doy  on  the  bus  and  at  night  lectures  as  opportunity  perr 
Mrs.  Mildred  Parker  is  co-host  of  the  tours 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York 
For  complete  details  please  write 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
Transco  Tower 
P.O.  Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 
Or  call,  713/439-4072 


Many  of  the  441  participants,  almost 
equally  divided  between  males  and  fe¬ 
males.  say  they’re  better  employees  for 
the  Publishing  House. 

Program  builds  “better  workers” 

Ron  Gregory,  31,  an  analyst  program¬ 
mer  who  spends  his  lunch  hour  running 
or  working  in  the  weight  room,  admits 
"without  a  doubt  I'm  a  better  worker 
(because  of  the  health  program).  I  can 
have  a  hectic  morning  and  work  it  out 
over  lunch.  By  afternoon  I’m  sharper 
and  ready  to  work  the  rest  of  the  day." 

Mr.  Gregory,  who  has  lost  30  pounds 
and  four  inches  off  his  waist  since  Janu¬ 
ary,  adds  “the  company  gets  more  out  of 
me  now." 

Another  employee,  the  Rev.  David  Ha¬ 
zelwood,  51,  director  of  interpretation 
and  field  services,  says  he  had  ignored 
excercise  all  his  life  and  started  "from 
scratch”  when  he  began  the  program. 

“I’m  sold  on  it  now  and  convinced  that 
this  is  the  kind  of  lifestyle  I  am  going  to 
have  the  rest  of  my  life.  Mentally.  I’m 
sharper,  and  I  have  to  attribute  it  to  in¬ 
creased  (blood  and  oxygen)  circulation," 
he  adds. 

An  employee  of  the  Publishing  House 
for  eight  years,  Mr.  Hazelwood  says  the 
common  fitness  center  has  also  broken 
down  barriers  among  employees. 
"There's  a  spirit  here  that  we’re  doing 
something  together.  Office  people  are 
working  alongside  production  people  in 
the  workout  room,  and  you  begin  to  rec¬ 
ognize  people  in  the  halls  that  you’ve 
seen  for  years  but  never  knew  who  they 
were,"  he  said. 

Former  bishop 
to  join  faculty 

From  Religious  News  Service 

DENVER  — Dr.  James  Armstrong, 
who  resigned  as  president  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  Churches  in  1983,  has  been 
named  visiting  professor  of  preaching  at 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  60,  also  a  former  bish¬ 
op  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  re¬ 
signed  from  both  posts  amid  rumors  of 
marital  infidelity.  His  wife,  Phyllis,  filed 
for  divorce,  but  later  withdrew  the  di¬ 
vorce  suit.  Dr.  Armstrong  surrendered 
his  ministerial  credentials  in  1984. 

He  and  his  wife  now  live  in  a  suburb  of 
Washington,  where  Dr.  Armstrong  is  vice- 
president  for  public  issues  at  Pagan  Inter¬ 
national,  a  corporate  consulting  firm. 

He  told  a  Denver  audience  in  January 
that  he  is  writing  a  book  about  why  he 
resigned  from  the  NCC  presidency  and 
from  the  episcopacy. 

He  will  teach  preaching  during  the 
1985-86  school  year  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  theological  school,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Iliff  President  Donald  Messer. 

Dr.  Ronald  Sleeth,  Iliff ’s  well-known 
preaching  professor,  died  last  month.  Dr. 
Messer  said  Dr.  Armstrong  has  an 
“extraordinary  gift  of  preaching  and 
teaching.’’  Dr.  Armstrong,  who  has 
taught  preaching  at  several  seminaries, 
is  former  bishop  of  the  Dakotas  Area 
and  the  Indiana  Area  of  the  UMC.  He 
was  bishop  of  Indiana  when  elected  pres- 
ident  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  an  organization  representing 
32  million  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
Christians. 

In  a  telephone  interview,  Dr.  Arm¬ 
strong  said  his  acceptance  of  a  post  at 
the  United  Methodist  school  does  not  en¬ 
tail  any  move  to  restore  his  clergy  cre¬ 
dentials.  "I  will  teach  as  a  layperson," 
he  said. 


Bull  barges  in 
where  angels. . . 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

OBLONG,  Ill.— Folks  at  Dogwood 
United  Methodist  Church  five  miles 
north  of  Oblong  didn't  have  to  ask 
where's  the  beef. 

It  was  there  standing  on  the  church 
steps  when  custodian  Ruth  Bliss 
showed  up  to  do  the  week’s  cleaning. 

Startled  by  the  sight  of  a  1,000- 
pound  bull  standing  on  the  steps,  she 
stayed  in  her  car  until  the  bull's  own¬ 
er,  Ralph  Akins,  a  neighboring  farm¬ 
er.  showed  up  to  drive  the  animal 
home  ...  but  not  before  the  bull  ap¬ 
parently  saw  his  reflection  in  the  full- 
length  glass  door  and,  thinking  it  was 
another  animal,  butted  the  door 
twice,  leaving  two  large  bullseye- 
type  breaks  in  the  glass. 

Not  all  our  church  members  are 
that  bullish  on  church  attendance, 
said  Sunday  School  superintendent 
Rondel  Boyd  when  told  about  the  bull 
session. 


Development  fund 
gets  $100,000  in  IRAs 

NEW  YORK  (I'MNS)— When  the  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Development  Fund's  board 
mel  in  April,  it  learned  that  more  than 
$100,000  had  come  into  the  fund  from  in¬ 
dividual  retirement  accounts  since  the 
plan  was  launched  Jan.  1. 

The  Development  Fund  is  paying  9.5 
percent  on  IRA  deposits.  The  interest  is 
tax-free  until  the  investor  starts  making 
withdrawals.  Participation  is  open  to 
United  Methodist  individuals,  and  the 
minimum  investment  is  $100. 

The  funds  collected  so  far  will  be  put 
into  low-interest,  first-mortgage  loans  to 
United  Methodist  churches 

The  board  approved  loans  to  14 
churches  totaling  $2  5  million  It  also 
raised  the  loan  limit  for  an  individual 
church  to  $350,000. 


NASHVILLE— Employees  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  take  advantage  of  the  in-house  work¬ 
out  room  on  the  eighth  floor  of  the  big  downtown  build¬ 
ing.  While  busiest  times  at  the  fitness  center  are  before 
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and  after  work,  many  new-found  enthusiasts  opt  to  ex¬ 
ercise  during  lunch  hour,  says  Dave  Patterson,  health 
and  safety  promotion  manager  for  the  Publishing 
House. 


the  church  today 


UM  youth,  young  adults 
begin  summer  project 

WASHINGTON— On  June  12  a  dozen 
United  Methodist  ethnic  minority  youth 
and  young  adults  began  a  summer- 
long  look  at  activities  of  the  government 
and  independent  social  action  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society's  ethr  'c  mi¬ 
nority  local  church  office,  the  program 
is  intended  to  help  participants  gain  in¬ 
sights  to  be  used  later  in  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  on  social  economic  and  public 
policies.  The  program  is  in  its  eighth 
year. 

Manuel  C.  Espartero  of  the  Church 
and  Society  staff  said  the  12  chosen  for 
this  summer  will  work  in  the  offices  of 
members  of  Congress,  congressional 
committees,  and  three  departments  of 
the  board  itself. 

Ethnic  minority  representatives 
going  to  Africa  meeting 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)- Ethnic  mi¬ 
norities  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  represented  in  July  by  30 
women  and  one  man  at  international 
conferences  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  marking 
the  end  of  the  United  Nations  Decade  for 
Women. 

The  ethnic  minority  participants  are 
among  more  than  40  United  Methodists 
from  the  United  States  who  will  be  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  Nairobi  sessions.  Some  of 
the  31  are  being  funded  through  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  department  of  ethnic  minority  local 
church  concerns. 

Two  main  meetings  are  scheduled  in 
Kenya's  capital  city.  A  forum  sponsored 
by  60  non-governmental  agencies  related 
to  the  United  Nations  will  be  held  July 
10-19;  the  U.N.'s  official  conference  to 
appraise  the  Decade  for  Women  will  be 
held  July  15-26. 

Youth  workers  hold 
first  national  workshop 

MESA,  Ariz.  — United  Methodist  youth 
workers  in  the  Desert  Southwest  confer¬ 
ence  sponsored  the  first  national  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Workers  Association 
workshop  last  month  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mesa. 

Seventy  youth  workers  participated. 
Five  fulltime  youth  workers  and/or  min¬ 
isters  spoke  on  subjects  ranging  from 
successful  organization  for  youth  to 
group  singing,  said  Kevin  Slimp,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  association. 

The  association  was  established  last 
year  to  strengthen  youth  ministry  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  to  provide 
leadership  training  for  people  who  work 
with  young  people  in  the  church. 

McCurdy  School  receives 
campus  improvement  funds 

ESPANOLA.  N.M.  -  McCurdy 
School,  a  United  Methodist  facility  for 
grades  1-12.  recently  received  an  addi¬ 
tional  $25,000  from  Mrs.  Byron  Gwyn  of 
Muleshoe.  Texas. 

Mrs.  Gwyn  and  her  daughter  and  son- 
in-law.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Walker  of 
Hobbs.  N.M. .  established  the  Gwyn- 
Walker  Endowment  Fund  at  the  school 
in  1983  as  a  memorial  to  her  late  hus¬ 
band  and  have  given  the  fund  $25,000  an¬ 
nually  since  then.  Proceeds  from  the 
fund  are  designated  for  campus  im¬ 
provements. 

The  school,  established  in  1912,  is  re¬ 
lated  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  National  Division.  Its  student 
body  is  primarily  Hispanic.  It  offers 
boarding  facilities  for  boys  and  girls  in 
grades  7-12. 

Southeastern  jurisdiction  offers 
financial  campaign  training 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.-The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
Council  on  Ministries  is  offering  a  con¬ 
sultation  on  local  church  financial  cam¬ 
paigns  Aug.  23-24. 

Consultation  planners  recommend 
that  at  least  three  persons  attend  from 


each  church.  The  consultation  will  be 
limited  to  representatives  from  about  50 
congregations.  p 

Workshops  are  planned  on  operating 
budgets,  capital  fund  campaigns  and  fi¬ 
nancial  campaigns  for  special  projects. 

Scarritt  College  tops 
$1  million  annual  gifts 

NASHVILLE— For  the  first  time  in  its 
93-year  history,  Scarritt  Graduate 
School  has  received  over  $1  million  in 
annual  gift  income. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  May  31 
Scarritt  received  $1,023,000  in  unre¬ 
stricted  gifts  from  United  Methodist 
Church  sources,  trustees,  alumni, 
friends,  foundations  and  corporations. 

The  Rev.  Donald  J.  Welch  became 
Scarritt’s  president  in  1980.  The  school 
features  graduate  study  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  church  music. 

Editor  named  for  new 
spiritual  life  magazine 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  noted  author 
and  consultant  in  spiritual  formation  has 
been  named  editor  of  a  new  spiritual  life 
magazine  developed  by  “The  Upper 
Room.” 

John  S.  Mogabgab  of  New  Canaan, 
Conn.,  will  join  the  staff  of  the  Nashville- 
based  publication  in  August.  The  publi¬ 
cation,  tentatively  titled  “Pilgrim 
Journey,"  will  be  aimed  at  persons  “who 
are  seriously  embarking  on  a  spiritual 
journey,”  said  Janice  Grana,  world  edi¬ 
tor  for  the  famed  daily  devotional  jour¬ 
nal. 

Mr.  Mogabgab  has  a  bachelor’s  degree 
in  psychology  from  Bowdoin  College  in 
New  Brunswick,  Me.,  and  a  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  degree  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York.  He  also  has  a 


master's  degree  from  Yale  University 
and  is  working  toward  a  doctorate  there. 

Manhattan  church  houses 
homosexuals’  public  school 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)-A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  Manhattan  is  the  site  of  a 
public  high  school  for  homosexual  stu¬ 
dents  being  operated  by  the  New  York 
City  Board  of  Education.  \ 

The  opened  in  mid-April  in  facilities  of 
the  Washington  Square  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Greenwich  Village. 

The  school,  which  has  20  students,  was 
established  for  homosexual  youth  who 
have  had  difficulties  fitting  into  conven¬ 
tional  public  schools.  Some  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  had  dropped  out  of  school  after 
becoming  targets  for  abuse  because  of 
their  "flamboyant”  behavior,  said  school 
officials. 

The  Rev.  Martha  Morrison,  pastor  of 
the  church,  said  she  had  not  received  any 
"negative”  reactions  from  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

The  use  of  church  facilities  for  a 
school  for  homosexuals  poses  “no  con¬ 
flict"  with  Un:ied  Methodist  policies  “to 
my  knowledge  "  according  to  the  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  Randy  Day. 

Remaining  replica  bells 
reduced  in  price 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)-Prices  of 
Cokesbury  Replica  Bells  have  been  re¬ 
duced,  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
has  announced. 

The  approximately  50  remaining  large 
bronze  bells,  commemoratives  of  the  Bi¬ 
centennial  of  Methodism  in  America, 
will  be  sold  through  Nov.  15  for  $950 
each,  which  covers  production  cost  and 
handling  charges. 


1876  3nn  &  Restaurant  % 

Completed  in  1983 

Call  Us.  It’s  Free!  1-800-643-3030 

At  the  1876  Inn  you  enjoy  fine  accommodations,  dedicated  service,  an 
outstanding  restaurant  and  special  attention  for  groups. 

•  Enjoy  our  lovely  landscaping  of  spring  and  summer  flowers  •  Relax 
in  the  Jacuzzi  whirlpool  bath  •  We  are  experienced  in  handling  groups 

•  We  will  make  your  reservations  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  and  other 

wholesome  attractions  M 

The  1876  Inn  and  Restaurant  TTo  ♦ 

RL  1,  Box  247  /innK 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632  (cjjy 

(501)  253-7183  ’♦♦♦*•*">  ^  ^ 

Check  with  us  for  special  events  throughout  the  year. 


the  James  Group 
Church  Management  System 
a  heavenly  idea! 

Integrated  system 
modules  include: 

C  Membership 

□  Attendance 

□  Contributions 

□  Resource  File 

□  Calendar/Facilities 
Libraries 

□  Payroll 
Accts.  Payable 
General  Acctg. 

Word  Processing 


Features  and  Benefits 

►  Interfaced  Modules 
»  Church  Designed  Programs 
*  Automatic  Posting 
»  Expandability 

"We  offer  personalized  training' 


Pastoral  Care 
Contribution  Analysis 
Increased  Productivity 
Current  Records 


For  more  information  detach  &  return  to 
the  James  Group 

237  Southland  Dr  •  Lexington,  KY  40503  •  (606)  278-6065 

Your  Name _ Title _ 

Church  Name _ Church  Size _ 

Address _ _ 

City  ______ 

Phone  (____) _ 


_ State _ Zip  _ 

Best  Time  To  Call: _ 
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Pontius'  Puddle 


Travolta  film  portrays  journalist 
seeking  to  attain  ‘ be  ye  perfect  ’ 


By  HILEY  WARD 
Religious  News  Service 

You  can  be  perfect. 

That’s  the  message  of  James  Bridges’ 
film  "Perfect,”  with  John  Travolta  and 
Jamie  Lee  Curtis. 

The  message  is  not  particularly  new. 
Jesus  said  something  like  that:  "You— 
anybody— can  be  perfect”  (Matt.  5:48). 

But  journalists? 

Columbia  Pictures'  "Perfect”  is  about 
a  Rolling  Stone  reporter— true  in  some 
respects,  fictionalized  to  some  degree. 
The  reporter,  Adam  Lawrence  (John  Tra¬ 
volta),  has  ethical  and  personal  problems. 

The  title  apparently  refers  to  young  peo¬ 
ple’s  striving  to  develop  perfect  bodies  in 
health  clubs— a  subject  the  fictionalized 
Rolling  Stone  journalist  is  writing  about. 

-But  Mr.  Travolta,  in  a  low-key  role 
that  is  perhaps  his  best,  also  shows  that  a 
reporter  can  be  perfect. 

Lack  of  bias  impossible 

Reporters  are  often  exhorted  to  be  ob¬ 
jective— that  is,  to  purge  themselves  of 
bias.  But  a  lack  of  bias  is  impossible.  A 
reporter  frequently  selects  the  subjects, 
decides  whom  to  interview,  determines 
the  story’s  emphasis  and  direction.  These 
choices  may  be  influenced  by  exper¬ 
iences  and  by  a  deep  well  of  uncon¬ 
scious  feelings.  The  reporter  who  hopes 
to  be  objective  can  only  learn  to  recog¬ 
nize  personal  biases  and  compensate  for 
them.  Objectivity  may  never  be  at¬ 
tained;  some  experts,  including  sociolo¬ 
gist  Michael  Schnudson,  argue  that 
objectivity  may  not  even  be  desirable. 

But  a  reporter  can  be  perfect.  How? 

Certainly  the  idea  of  attaining  the  "ul¬ 
timate"  is  one  facet.  When  Jesus  said, 
"Be  ye  therefore  perfect,”  the  Gospel 
writer  used  the  Greek  word  *teleos,”  — 
the  end  of  a  process,  a  completion. 


In  light  of  that  definition,  a  journalist 
can  be  “perfect”  in  several  ways. 

—One  can  set  a  standard  or  rule  and 
not  deviate  from  it.  One  journalistic  ab¬ 
solute  is  never  to  break  a  confidence. 
Reporters  Robert  Woodward  and  Carl 
Bernstein  wrote  in  "All  the  President’s 
Men”  that  they  betrayed  a  confidence 
when  they  surmised  that  their  informant 
had  not  kept  his  part  of  the  bargain. 
They  rationalized  that  they  therefore 
had  a  right  to  break  the  confidence— a 
decision  they  later  regretted.  They  were 
not  perfect. 

But  John  Travolta,  as  Adam,  refuses 
to  break  a  confidence  and  reveal  his 
sources  in  a  criminal  investigation  and 
as  a  result  goes  to  jail. 

Somehow  the  trust  of  his  lover,  Jessie 
Wilson  (Jamie  Lee  Curtis),  the  aerobics 
instructor  at  the  Sports  Connection  health 
club,  hinges  on  the  trust  and  loyalty  he 
demonstrates  in  the  parallel  story  on  the 
criminal  investigation. 

The  reporter  is  also  writing  a  story  on 
the  sports  clubs  as  a  1980s  version  of  sin¬ 
gles  bars.  The  story  centers,  of  course, 
on  Jessie’s  Sports  Connection.  Having 
been  burnt  once  by  reporters,  she  does 
not  trust  Adam.  He  maintains  that  he  is 
different,  that  he  is  trustworthy.  But  he 
does  not  take  into  account  what  editors 
and  headline  writers  and  photographers 
and  layout  artists  can  do  to  a  story  to 
hype  its  prurience.  Yet  Mr.  Travolta’s 
Adam  has  his  own  level  of  perfection. 

Ethical  perfection  possible? 

The  movie  suggests  that  a  reporter 
can  achieve  perfection  in  ethics  if  not  in 
craftsmanship. 

The  reporter  can  apply  the  Golden 
Rule— treat  others  as  he  would  want  to 
be  treated— and  more,  he  can  develop 
empathy  and  concern  for  all  persons.  If 
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Cardinal  favors 
married  priests 
if  supply  falters 

From  Religious  News  Service 
BRUGES,  Belgium— Cardinal  Basil 
Hume  of  England  said  recently  that  the 
Catholic  Church  should  consider  ordain¬ 
ing  married  men. 

The  cardinal  made  his  views  public  in 
a  country  where  only  weeks  earlier  the 
question  of  married  clergy  had  dominat¬ 
ed  and  at  times  hindered  the  visit  of 
John  Paul  II. 

Cardinal  Hume  said  the  calling  of 
married  men  to  the  priesthood  should  be 
considered  in  countries  where  there  is  a 
shortage.  He  made  his  pronouncement  in 
an  address  and,  later,  in  a  question  and 
answer  period  at  an  intercontinental 
conference  of  church  scholars  and  theo¬ 
logians  the  week  of  June  3-7. 

He  spoke  on  the  future  of  the  "Local 
Church”  in  the  dioceses  of  the  world. 

"I  am  a  strong  believer  in  the  value  of 
celibacy,”  said  Cardinal  Hume.  “I  am 
also  a  strong  believer  in  the  importance 
of  the  Eucharist  as  being  at  the  heart  of 
the  Christian  community. 

"If  there  are  not  priests  available  .  . 
then  I  would  think  consideration  should 
be  given  to  the  possibility  of  calling  men 
r  from  the  ranks  of  the  laity  to  be  or¬ 
dained  in  order  to  have  priests  in  those 
parts  of  the  world  where  there  is  a  very 
considerable  shortage.  I  would  say  there 
is  in  every  country  and  culture  a  short¬ 
age." 

Earlier,  Cardinal  Hume  told  the  gath¬ 
ering  that  “It  is  in  my  view  a  mistake  to 
begin  reflection  on  the  role  of  the  laity  in 
the  church  by  starting  from  the  shortage 
of  priests.  This  shortage  is  not,  as  yet, 
universally  critical.” 

“Since  we  affirm  the  centrality  of  the 
human  race,  we  must  consider,  and  ur¬ 
gently,  how  best  to  call  forth  from  the 
community  sufficient  candidates  for  the 
priesthood."  It  was  at  this  point  that  the 
cardinal  made  known  his  opinion  on 
married  priests.  Cardinal  Hume’s  public 
statement  of  his  position  startled  some 
at  the  conference  but  was  received  fa¬ 
vorably  by  the  scholars  and  theologians 
assembled  for  the  week-long  meeting. 

Bishop  Patrick  Kalilombe,  who  teach¬ 
es  at  Selly  Oak  Colleges  in  Birmingham, 
England,  said  he  was  delighted  and  that 
the  announcement  would  certainly  be  an 
encouragement  to  people  in  his  part  of 
the  world.  Bishop  Kalilombe  is  formerly 
of  Malawi  in  East  Africa  and  is  presently 
teaching  in  England. 


this  were  the  case  in  "Absence  of  Mal¬ 
ice,”  (a  film  written  by  Kurt  Luedtke, 
former  executive  editor  of  the  Detroit 
Free  Press),  the  reporter  (Sally  Field) 
would  have  had  more  concern  for  a  men¬ 
tally  unstable  source  who  is  goaded 
to  suicide. 

Some  see  the  word  "perfection”  as 
connoting  a  total  involvement  in  a  pro¬ 
cess  or  commitment.  Dr.  Roger  Shinn, 
who  retired  this  spring  as  professor  of 
social  ethics  at  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  New  York,  suggests  in  his  book 
"The  Sermon  on  the  Mount”  the  context 
in  which  Jesus’  reference  to  perfection 
should  be  considered.  Jesus  was  talking 
about  loving  one’s  enemies  and  forgiving 
them.  Says  Dr.  Shinn:  "He  did  mean  that 
we  should  love  and  forgive  completely 
. . .  Jesus  was  not  providing  a  new  law 
book.  He  was  using  specific  examples  to 
convey  a  total  way  of  life." 

Perfection  of  a  sort  different  from  ad¬ 
hering  to  an  absolute  or  serving  human¬ 
ity  is  a  more  obvious  theme  of  the  movie, 
which  never  really  explains  what  it  means 
by  “perfect.”  One  of  the  film’s  strengths 
is  its  empathy  for  its  characters. 

Linda  (Laraine  Newman),  one  of  the 
young  women  who  works  out  at  the 
Sports  Connection,  is  described  by  a  staff 
member  as  one  of  "the  most  used  pieces 
of  equipment"  in  the  gym.  Like  Mary 
Magdalene,  she’s  been  around,  and  life 
isn’t  working  for  her. 

That  kind  of  perfection  —  being  loved  — 
may  be  beyond  what  even  a  good  re¬ 
porter  can  achieve.  But  a  reporter,  even 
without  being  nice  about  it,  can  hold  to 
certain  absolutes  and,  at  the  same  time, 
be  totally  concerned  with  his  subject. 
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Veteran  Methodist  ecumenist  honored 
ENGLEWOOD,  N.J.— Mrs.  Charles  Parlin,  widow  of  Charles  Parlin,  a  past 
president  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
stands  with  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary.  World  Methodist  Council,  in 
front  of  a  portrait  of  the  late  attorney  and  ecumenist.  Mr.  Hale  preached  at 
dedication  services  of  the  Charles  Parlin  Memorial  Hall  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Englewood. 

History  ofHym  ns 

‘O  Happy  Day’  reflects 
Nonconformist  tradition 


6 Just  war ’  idea  debated 


From  Religious  News  Service 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.— Whether  nuclear 
deterrence  is  "moral”  became  one  of 
the  key  questions  at  a  conference  at 
Concordia  College  here  on  "Just  War 
Theory  in  the  Nuclear  Age." 

In  a  review  as  it  was  ending,  the  con¬ 
ference  director  said  most  of  the  60 
participants  probably  would  not  oppose 
such  deterrence  because  as  a  group 
they  trust  their  government. 

But  some  have  questions  about  gov¬ 
ernment  policies  and  feel  uncomfort¬ 
able  about  the  theory  of  nuclear 
deterrence,  said  Dr.  Paul  Marschke,  a 
Concordia  political-science  professor 
who  directed  the  conference— one  in  an 
annual  series  on  “Confessional  Luther¬ 
anism  and  American  Politics."  Partici¬ 
pants  were  mostly  pastors  and 
teachers  of  the  Lutheran  Church-Mis- 
souri  Synod. 

The  conference  emphasized  the  rele¬ 
vance  of  "just  war"  intent  to  the  nucle¬ 
ar  age  and  the  need  to  adapt  it  to 


current  situations.  But  there  was  a 
feeling  it  should  not  be  left  to  govern¬ 
ment  alone  to  determine  what  is  just 
and  unjust  in  terms  of  military  action, 
Dr.  Marschke  said. 

Also  stressed,  he  said,  was  the  need 
to  "keep  our  eyes  open  for  alternatives 
to  nuclear  deterrence.”  He  said  Chris¬ 
tians  should  understand  that  the  basic 
causes  which  drive  people  to  war  are 
basically  those  of  the  human  heart- 
pride,  greed  and  self-interest. 

Both  Dr.  Marschke  and  Dr.  Albert  G. 
Huegli,  president-emeritus  of  Valparai¬ 
so  University,  who  moderated  the  clos¬ 
ing  panel  on  ‘  Helping  Christians 
Confront  Issues  of  War  and  Peace,” 
said  churches  and  their  members  must 
intensify  their  efforts  in  peacemaking. 

"We  need  to  take  a  look  again  at  the 
theology  of  peace."  said  Dr.  Huegli,  a 
research  scholar  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  and  an  educational  consul¬ 
tant. 


U.S.  religious  leaders  seek 
freedom  for  Soviet  Jews 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— More  than  a  dozen 
national  Christian  and  Jewish  groups 
have  charged  the  Soviet  Union  with 
"brutality”  against  imprisoned  Hebrew 
teachers  and  called  on  Soviet  leader 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  to  release  them  and 
other  prisoners. 

In  addition  to  the  specific  purpose  of 
supporting  the  Hebrew  teachers,  the  ap¬ 
peal  reflected  stepped-up  efforts  toward 
cooperation  between  Christians  and 
Jews  on  human-rights  issues,  according 
to  officials  of  church  and  Jewish  groups. 

“We  deplore  the  Soviet  actions  of 
physical  and  emotional  brutality  against 
incarcerated  Hebrew  teachers  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union,"  said  the  religious  leaders, 
along  with  two  members  of  Congress,  in 
a  telegram  to  Mr.  Gorbachev. 

They  cited  Hebew  teachers  Yuli 
Edelshtein,  who  is  also  a  Soviet  Jewish 
emigration  activist  from  Moscow,  and 
Iosif  Berenshtein,  of  Kiev,  as  examples 
of  Jews  who  have  been  subject  daily  to 
brutal  beatings  in  prison. 


The  religious  leaders  also  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  situation  of  Evgeny  Aisen- 
berg,  another  Hebrew  teacher  convicted 
earlier  this  year  on  grounds  of  "defam¬ 
ing  the  Soviet  state  and  social  system,” 
and  to  the  forthcoming  trial  of  Dan  Sha- 
pira,  a  former  student  of  Mr.  Yedelsh- 
tein. 

Signers  of  the  telegram  included  George 
Chauncey,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA),  Joyce  Hamlin,  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Eugene  Fisher,  of 
the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Bergstrom,  of  the  Lutheran  Coun¬ 
cil  in  the  U.S. A.,  and  Rabbi  Irwin  Blank, 
of  the  Synagogue  Council  of  America. 
Joining  them  were  Sen.  Howard  Metzen- 
baum  (D-Ohio)  and  Rep.  Lawrence  Smith 
(D-Fl.) 


O  happy  day  that  fixed  my  choice 
On  thee,  my  Savior  and  my  God! 

Well  may  this  glowing  heart  rejoice, 
And  tell  its  raptures  all  abroad. 
Happy  day,  happy  day. 

When  Jesus  washed  my  sins  away ! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  Walter  Hawkins  Singers,  in  the 
early  1970s,  introduced  this  song  to  many 
people  as  their  ecstatic  recording  hit  the 
music  charts.  This  gospel  choir  from 
Oakland,  California,  brought  the  sound 
of  gospel  singing  to  many  who  were 
unfamiliar  with  this  medium. 

The  Hawkins  singers  had  made  a  new 
song  out  of  a  text  that  was  more  than  200 
years  old  and  a  tune  that  dated  from  the 
middle  of  the  19th  century. 

"O  happy  day  that  fixed  my  choice" 
was  written  by  Philip  Dodderidge.  an 
English  Nonconformist  minister  A  bril¬ 
liant  young  man,  he  declined  an  offer  of 
a  university  education  for  the  ministry 
in  the  Church  of  England.  He  enrolled  in 
a  Nonconformist  academy  and  minis¬ 


tered  for  22  years  to  a  congregation  in 
Northampton,  England. 

This  hymn  was  entitled  "Rejoicing  in 
our  Covenant  engagements  to  God,"  and 
was  based  on  2  Chronicles  15:15. 

The  tune  so  long  associated  with  this 
text  was  composed  by  William  McDon¬ 
ald,  a  Methodist  minister,  associated 
with  Methodist  conferences  in  Maine, 
Wisconsin,  and  New  England. 

The  hymn  is  not  found  in  some  hym¬ 
nals  today,  and  a  few  hymnals  have  used 
the  text  but  have  substituted  a  new  tune. 
No  doubt  the  major  reason  for  the  lack 
of  enthusiasm  has  been  the  association 
of  the  tune  with  the  parody  beginning 
“How  dry  I  am.” 

If  this  is  a  lingering  problem,  perhaps 
a  new  tune  can  be  found  to  preserve  a 
fine  text  that  rejoices  in  the  experience 
of  Christian  conversion  as  a  happy,  joy¬ 
ful  day. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"O  Thou  in  Whose  Presence" 


Book  Review 

School’s  Methodist  Protestant  story  told 


Dear  Deborah 

Slip  from  ‘basics’  makes  him  nervous 


Dear  Deborah: 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  gotten  so  far  out  of 
touch  with  its  roots  in  the  Anglican  tra¬ 
dition  that  it  is  nearly  hopeless  even  to 
try  to  get  back  to  the  basics,  such  as  the 
frequent  administration  of  the  sacra¬ 


ment  of  Holy  Communion  What  can  a 
concerned  clergy  person  do  to  bring 
about  the  recovery  of  this  and  other  tra¬ 
ditions  without  losing  touch  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  a  very  different 
understanding  of  the  church? 

"Nervous  in  God’s  Service" 
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More  efficient  plow  utilized 

KAMPUCHEA — A  farmer  uses  a  revolutionary  new  plow  and  harness 
developed  by  researchers  sponsored  by  Heifer  Project  International  and 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  funded  in  part  by  religious 
groups.  The  new  system  uses  only  one  ox  or  water  buffalo  instead  of  the 
traditional  two  but  improves  pulling  power  so  one  can  pull  70  percent 
more  efficiently  in  the  wartorn  southeastern  Asian  country. 


Dear  Nervous: 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  how 
the  church  in  this  country  (U.S.)  got 
away  from  "basics."  Frontier  move¬ 
ments  tend  to  take  on  their  own  tradi¬ 
tions  and  color.  This  is  dramatically 
evident  in  the  churches  of  almost  all  de¬ 
nominations  and  faiths  in  the  former 
mission  countries  emerging  today  with 
their  own  style  of  worship  and  theol¬ 
ogy. 

As  Methodists  became  a  "church"  in 
this  country  they  retained  the  service  of 
Holy  Communion,  baptism  and  the  tra¬ 
ditional  service  of  holy  matrimony  al¬ 
most  intact.  It  was  the  turmoil  of  the 
Sixties  that  actually  obliterated  even 
these  basic  services;  of  course,  this  was 
done  in  the  hope  of  remaining  relevant. 
Roots  were  out. 

However,  interestingly  enough,  there 
is  a  hunger  for  the  structure  and  disci¬ 
pline  that  has  been  lost  or  missing.  It  is 
a  good  time  to  make  the  effort  to  renew 
acquaintance  with  the  "basics"  and 
evaluate  whether  they  can  have  mean¬ 
ing  for  most  of  our  people. 

Don't  be  nervous  about  it  all.  This 
kind  of  discontent  is  widespread,  and 
many  clergy  and  lay  people  are  anxious 
to  explore  these  areas  again.  Nothing 
stands  still;  or.  if  it  does,  it  gets  bowled 
over  and  trampled  down  The  obsession 
of  our  culture  with  the  new  and  the  in¬ 
novative  is  beginning  to  backlash.  Help 
those  who  are  floundering  and  seeking. 
Blessings  on  you! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL"  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


"Pilgrimage  of  Faith,”  by  Douglas  R. 
Chandler;  Seven  Locks  Press,  Cabin 
John,  Maryland.  $19.95,  hard  cover.  294 
pages. 

By  C.  E.  PEEPLES 

This  book  is  a  fascinating  collection  of 
biographies  of  a  dozen  capable  and  dedi¬ 
cated  leaders  of  the  Protestant  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  who  started  and  sustained 
Westminster  Seminary. 

After  the  Revolutionary  War,  a  small 
but  vocal  and  resolute  minority  of  Meth¬ 
odists  spoke  out  for  "a  church  without  a 
bishop  in  a  country  without  a  king.” 

In  Baltimore  these  reformers  bought 
an  Espiscopal  church  building,  and  in 
November,  1830,  49  ministers  and  34  lay 
delegates  organized  the  Methodist  Prot¬ 
estant  Church.  Their  demands  were 
written  into  a  constitution:  election  of 
district  superintendents,  local  preachers’ 
rights,  and  abolition  of  the  episcopacy. 

This  small  denomination  provided 
many  capable  leaders.  Thomas  Stockton 
declined  the  presidency  of  Miami  Uni¬ 
versity  in  order  to  preach  and  write.  He 
gave  the  opening  prayer  before  Lincoln 
delivered  the  Gettysburg  address. 

Always  stressing  education,  they 
started  Westminster  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  1882.  Their  first  president, 
Thomas  Hamilton  Lewis,  proved  to  be  a 
remarkable  leader.  In  his  inaugural  ad¬ 
dress.  he  asked.  "What  are  you  going  to 
found  this  institution  on?  Where  is  your 
experience,  money,  and  what  is  your 
foundation?  We  will  found  it  on  faith." 

After  he  spoke  at  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  1908,  "the  audience  arose  and  waved 
their  handkerchiefs  amid  great  applause.” 

The  next  president,  James  Ward,  put 
the  students  back  in  college  to  study  En¬ 
glish.  His  health  failed,  and  the  school 
was  about  to  fold  when  he  retired. 

In  1897  the  board  looked  for  and  found 
their  "man  of  vigor,"  a  Yale  graduate. 
Hugh  Latimer  Elderdice.  who  was  to  be 
the  president  for  the  next  35  years. 

When  he  arrived  there  were  only 
five  students,  and  they  were  packing  to 


leave.  No  one  graduated  the  two  years 
before  he  arrived  or  two  years  after.  He 
was  registrar,  director  of  admission, 
treasurer,  superintendent  of  buildings, 
counselor,  field  worker  supervisor,  typ¬ 
ist,  professor  of  historical  theology,  and 
sometimes  janitor.  He  preached  each 
Sunday  and  took  a  collection  for  the 
seminary.  He  increased  the  student  body 
from  5  to  95  and  left  the  seminary  in 
good  financial  condition. 

Fred  Holloway,  who  had  been  teaching 
for  several  years,  became  the  president 
in  1932.  He  stressed  contemporary  theol¬ 
ogy  and  social  consciousness.  After  three 
years,  he  left  and  was  soon  president  of 
Drew  University  and  later  a  bishop. 

Charles  Forlines,  who  had  been  teach¬ 
ing  for  29  years,  became  president  for 
eight  years.  He  guided  the  seminary 
through  unification  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South  and  the  Second 
World  War. 

Lester  Welliver,  first  non-Protestant 
Methodist  to  be  elected  president,  served 
12  years.  It  was  during  his  tenure  that 
the  General  Board  of  Education  was 
asked  to  make  a  thorough  survey  of  all 
Methodist  theological  schools.  The  sur¬ 
vey  group  reported  that  the  church  had 
six  theological  schools  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard.  Westminster  was  off  the  main 
lines  of  travel  and  lacked  any  practical 
connection  with  a  university. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Washington  area  and  was 
made  chairman  of  the  seminary  board. 
At  the  first  meeting  he  brought  up  the 
subject  of  moving  the  seminary  to  the 
campus  of  American  University  in 
Washington.  Welliver  opposed  the  move. 
He  was  given  six  months  leave  with  pay 
to  regain  his  health.  Later  the  bishop  as¬ 
signed  him  to  a  district  where  he  served 
acceptably. 

Professor  Norman  Trott  was  elected 
as  his  successor,  and  he  worked  with  the 
bishop  in  moving  to  Washington.  Bishop 
Oxnam,  with  the  help  oi  President  Trott, 
secured  a  $1,500,000  grant  from  the 


Kresge  Foundation.  They  built  a  modern 
campus  of  five  major  buildings,  using  an 
outstanding  architect  and  built  on  what 
some  said  was  the  most  beautiful  spot  in 
the  city. 

John  Lowden  Knight  was  elected  in 
1967  and  finished  the  school’s  first  100 
years  in  1982  He  was,  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1984,  an  unruffled  and  timely 
leader.  He  served  as  president  when  stu¬ 
dents  secured  the  right  to  share  in  the 
policies  of  the  school,  including  casual 
dress  and  going  barefoot  to  class. 

The  name  Westminster  was  confused 
with  the  term  more  commonly  used 
by  Presbyterians,  and  in  1957  it  was 
changed  to  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary. 

The  Methodist  Protestants,  anti-au¬ 
thoritarian,  unimpressed  with  rank,  oc¬ 
casionally  turned  down  honorary 
degrees.  They  were  strong  supporters  of 
the  ecumenical  movement.  One  who  was 
elected  to  an  important  gathering  of 
churches  refused  to  attend  when  they  ex¬ 
cluded  Unitarians  and  Universalists. 

No  United  Methodist  is  informed  as  to 
his  history  until  he  or  she  knows  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Westminster  Seminary  and  Meth¬ 
odist  Protestants. 

Dr.  Peeples  is  president  emeritus  of  Lon 
Morris  College  in  Jacksonville.  Texas, 
and  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the  Report- 


j  Poem  of  the  week  | 

At  the  door  <r 

From  house  to  house  the  soldiers  come 
With  revolution  in  the  street. 

The  doors  are  broken  down,  by  force 
Of  arms  compliance  made  complete. 

From  heart  to  heart  Christ  comes  and 
waits. 

Not  stormed  nor  taken,  but  given  the 
prize. 

The  hour  in  which  we  ask  Christ  in 
To  stay  —  therein  His  victory  lies. 

-BARBARA  DOLLIVER 
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From  The  Executive  Director 


Education  Center  To  Be  Dedicated 


Workers  put  finishing  touches  on  the  Loraine  Howard  Education  Center. 


Many  times  before  I  have  used  this 
column  to  share  with  you  my  sense  of 
excitement  concerning  things  happening 
at  MCH.  Once  again  I  am  going  to  do 
just  that. 

At  a  time  when  the  new  educational 
center  is  being  completed  and  readied 
for  the  fall  school  term,  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  watching  five  young  persons 
complete  the  first  phase  of  their  educa¬ 
tional  career.  It  has  been  several  years 
since  MCH  has  had  five  graduates.  It 
was  most  rewarding  for  all  of  us  to  at¬ 
tend  the  reception  in  their  honor  and  to 
share  in  their  excitement  and  sense  of 
accomplishment. 

The  new  education  center  will  help 
guarantee  that  other  young  persons  will 
be  able  to  achieve  academically  and  ex¬ 
perience  a  similar  feeling  of  accomplish¬ 
ment.  Many  residents  who  would 
otherwise  experience  adjustment  prob¬ 
lems  in  public  schools  will  now  be  able 
to  make  a  more  smooth  transition  into 
the  public  classroom  due  to  the  time 
they  spend  in  our  educational  center. 
For  many  of  them  our  center  will  pro¬ 
vide  them  with  the  first  positive  educa¬ 
tional  experience  in  a  long  time.  Some  of 
them  are  at  the  point  of  failing  or  drop¬ 
ping  out  when  they  come  to  us.  Hopeful¬ 
ly,  with  our  new  facility  and  program  we 
can  help  these  youth  turn  things  around 
in  their  favor. 

Our  family  development  program  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  and  serve  families  in  the 
surrounding  community.  Dr.  Doug  Ezell 
has  plans  to  work  with  clergy  in  sharp¬ 
ening  their  counseling  skills  in  an  effort 


Terrel  J.  Deville 


to  reach  even  more  families.  We  are 
grateful  that  we  could  secure  his  ser¬ 
vices  in  leading  this  outreach  ministry 
which  will  increasingly  become  a  more 
important  part  of  our  total  program. 

This  year  we  were  able  to  report  to 
our  annual  conference  concerning  our 
continual  growth  both  in  numbers  served 
and  in  quality  of  service.  It  is  your  pray¬ 
ers  and  your  financial  support  that  have 
made  this  kind  of  report  possible.  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  give  thanks  for  all  of  you. 

I  trust  that  each  one  of  you  is  having  a 
good  summer.  I  hope  this  time  in  your 
life  is  as  exciting  as  you  have  helped 
mine  to  be.  Thanks  once  again. 

Terrel  J.  Deville 


The  Loraine  Nobles  Howard  Educa¬ 
tion  Center  will  be  dedicated  on  Sunday, 
September  1,  at  2:30  p.m.  The  newest  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  MCH  campus  is  named  for 
the  late  Ruston  business  woman  and 
member  of  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  facility  was  financed  from 
funds  left  to  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
in  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Howard. 

The  building  is  located  on  White  Street 
behind  and  adjacent  to  Holt  Activities 
Center.  Vehicular  access  to  the  center 
will  be  from  White  Street.  The  educa¬ 
tional  program  will  utilize  the  dining 
room  and  gym  in  Holt  Center  as  part  of 
the  daily  activities. 

The  facility,  which  was  designed  by 
Wells,  Parker,  and  Walpole  of  Monroe 
and  constructed  by  Lincoln  Builders  of 
Ruston,  contains  approximately  5,700 
square  feet  of  space  for  the  MCH  educa¬ 
tional  program.  There  are  six  class¬ 
rooms,  a  library,  and  office  space  within 
the  building.  A  covered  walkway  con¬ 
nects  the  education  center  with  the  near¬ 
by  activities  center. 


A  new  general  brochure  concerning 
MCH  has  just  been  published.  It  contains 
a  brief  description  of  each  part  of  the 
agency’s  program.  This  brochure  is  de¬ 
signed  for  any  person  or  group  wishing 
to  obtain  an  overall  view  of  MCH.  More 
detailed  brochures  are  currently  being 
developed  for  special  areas  of  the  pro- 


Beginning  in  September  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  MCH  residents  will  be  attending 
school  in  the  center.  Most  children  enter¬ 
ing  the  MCH  residential  program  will 
first  attend  classes  in  the  campus  center 
before  being  enrolled  in  public  schools. 
Attendance  at  the  campus  center  will  al¬ 
low  for  a  period  of  adjustment  which  is 
needed  by  most  youth  before  entering 
the  public  schools. 

In  addition,  all  children  in  the  emer¬ 
gency  and  evaluation  programs  will  at¬ 
tend  class  in  the  center.  A  special 
classroom  has  been  designed  for  this 
purpose.  It  is  a  self-contained  classroom, 
thereby  minimizing  contact  between  stu¬ 
dents  in  these  programs  and  those  in  the 
residential  program. 

The  building  has  been  equipped  with 
special  features  to  aid  the  staff  in  proper 
supervision  of  the  program.  All  rooms 
are  connected  to  a  video  monitor  system 
and  two  of  the  rooms  contain  an  obser¬ 
vation  booth.  This  will  allow  MCH  staff 
to  observe  particular  children  in  the 
classroom  setting  without  interrupting 


gram.  The  Family  Development  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  detailed  in  a  brochure  to  be 
available  this  month. 

Persons  wanting  copies  of  the  new 
general  brochure  or  the  special  brochure 
on  Family  Development  are  encouraged 
to  contact  the  MCH  office.  The  address 
is  Box  929,  Ruston,  La.  71270. 


classroom  procedures. 

Featured  speaker  for  the  dedicatory 
service  will  be  Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Rus¬ 
ton  District  Superintendent  and  former 


Several  individuals  and  groups  have 
already  come  this  spring.  Confirmation 
classes  from  First  UMC,  Bastrop,  Blan¬ 
chard,  Monroe,  and  St.  Luke’s  UMC, 
Shreveport,  came  our  way  as  part  of 
their  field  trip  activities. 

The  youth  choiV  of  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge  performed  for  us  on  June  13th  as 
part  of  their  tour.  The  youth  of  First 


pastor  of  Grace  Church.  The  service  will 
conclude  with  the  ringing  of  the  old  or¬ 
phanage  bell  which  has  now  been  relo¬ 
cated  in  a  new  stand  in  the  front  of 
Howard  Center. 


UMC.  Lake  Charles  will  be  stopping  in 
August  for  a  tour  and  overnight  accom¬ 
modations  on  their  way  back  from  Ar¬ 
kansas. 

There  is  still  time  to  schedule  a  visit 
for  your  group.  Either  include  us  on  your 
itinerary  or  make  a  special  trip  our  way. 
Contact  Doug  Williams  at  Box  929,  Rus¬ 
ton,  La.  71720  or  call  (318)  255-5020. 


New  Brochures  Available 


Come  See  Us! 


Scenes  From  Our  Recent  Awards  Banquet 


Boys’  basketball  trophy  winners. 


‘A"  students. 


Girl’s  basketball  trophy  winners. 
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Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home 


Peter  won  the  “Citizenship  Award.” 


Perfect  school  attendance. 
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To  The  Louisiana  Conference 
Laity  &  Clergy  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church 

As  the  newly  elected  Conference  Lay  Leader,  I  make  this  pledge  to 
the  Bishop,  and  to  every  member  of  our  church  family  —  “That  in  this 
conference  year,  I  shall  at  all  times  try  to  serve  Jesus  —  to  lift  up  His 
Name  —  to  tell  the  good  news  about  this  Christian  way  of  life.  ’’ 

I  encourage  each  and  everyone  of  us,  lay  and  clergy,  to  take  this 
pledge  to  our  hearts  and  go  tell  the  world.  Let  us,  together,  make  the 
1985  Conference  Year  the  best  that  we  can  Hubert  Blanchard,  P.  0. 
Drawer  29,  Sulphur,  La.  70664. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


My  Thanks  To  All 

My  thanks  to  all  who  helped  make  our  Annual  Conference  a  worth¬ 
while  experience.  First  Church,  Shreveport;  Centenary  College;  the 
Cabinet;  the  Conference  Staff;  the  musicians;  the  delegates,  clergy,  and 
lay;  and  a  whole  host  of  others  too  numerous  to  name. 

I  have  received  more  than  fifty  letters  of  appreciation  and  I  am 
grateful  for  those  who  took  the  time  to  write.  I  express  your  thanks  to 
those  who  made  it  possible. 

Mr.  Bill  Turner,  the  Cokesbury  Bookstore  Representative,  tells  us 
that  the  sale  of  books  at  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  was  an  all 
time  record.  I  rejoice  in  that  and  give  thanks  to  the  many  churches  that 
responded  to  my  request  to  make  available  a  $200  book  allowance  for 
their  pastor.  The  pastors  bought  good  books  (according  to  Mr.  Turner) 
and  the  result  will  be  better  preaching  and  a  better  informed  ministry. 

My  thanks  also,  to  the  delegates  for  being  gracious  to  me  and  my  first 
Annual  Conference  as  presiding  bishop. 

Plans  are  already  under  way  for  next  year  and  I  hope  you  will  mark 
your  calendar  (June  2-5, 1986)  now  to  attend  all  the  sessions. 


Leora  Hatch 


Annette  Sowell 


‘DW1  Sunday’  To  Be  Observed  June  30 


Despite  widespread  awareness  of  the 
dangers  of  drunk  driving  and,  in  some 
communities,  the  enhanced  enforcement 
of  DWI  statutes,  drunk  driving  still  oc¬ 
curs  with  deadly  frequency  —  one  Amer¬ 
ican  life  is  lost  every  21  minutes  in 
alcohol-related  auto  crashes.  The  Presi¬ 
dential  Commission  on  Drunk  Driving 
reported,  “We  must  focus  on  bringing 
about  changes  in  society’s  attitude  of  tol¬ 
eration  toward  drunkenness  and  drunk 
driving  ...  If  we  hope  to  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  alcohol-related  highway  trage¬ 
dies.  we  must  make  it  socially 
unacceptable  to  drive  after  drinking, 
which  is  one  of  our  major  objectives.” 
Responding  to  the  Report,  President 
Reagan  said,  "Drunk  driving  is  a  nation¬ 
al  menace,  a  national  tragedy,  and  a  na¬ 
tional  disgrace  . . .  Drunk  driving  isn’t  a 
bad  habit  to  be  excused.  It’s  a  crime  and 


it  should  be  stopped." 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  urged  “local 
congregations  to  observe  DWI  Concerns 
Sunday,  June  30,  1985.”  Christian  love 
compels  us  to  speak  the  truth  in  love  be¬ 
fore  tragedy  strikes  —  to  remind  our¬ 
selves,  our  families,  our  friends,  our 
neighbors  of  the  personal,  spiritual,  and 
legal  consequences  of  drunk  driving. 

Drunk  driving  is  the  nation’s  #1  high¬ 
way  safety  problem.  Public  complacen¬ 
cy,  social  acceptance,  and  Christian 
indifference  contribute  substantially  to 
the  problem.  Louisiana  Methodists  are 
urged  to  work  through  Mothers  or  Stu¬ 
dents  Against  Drunk  Driving.  Insist  on 
stringent  enforcement  of  DWI  laws  in 
your  community  —  do  whatever  you 
can! 


Conference  Calendar 

July 

1-5  Elementary  Camp  II,  Camp  Istrouma 
6-12  Lab/Seminar,  Sacramento,  NM 
8-11  Pastors’  School,  Centenary  College 
8-12  junior  High  Camp  II,  Caney  Conf.  Centre 
8-12  Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry  Event  (JYME) 

12-14  Lake  Charles  District  Senior  High  Camp 

12- 14  Fourth  Congress  of  UM  Men,  Purdue  University 

13- 19  Lab/Seminar,  StSequoyah 

15  UMW  Executive  Committee,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport. 

15-19  Elementary  Camp  II,  Caney  Conf.  Centre 

15- 19  Methodist  Home  Hospital  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

16- 21  School  of  Missions  sponsored  by  UMW,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport. 
22-26  Junior  High  Camp  III,  Caney  Conf.  Centre 

22-26  Elementary  Camp  HI,  Camp  Istrouma 
22-26  Junior  High  Camp,  Camp  Brewer 

22- 26  Lake  Charles  District  Junior  High  Camp 

23- 30  Christian  Peace  Conference,  London,  England 

26-27  "Crossroads  ’85,”  Centenary  College.  Sponsored  by  Board  of  Diaconal 
Ministry 

26-28  Junior  and  Senior  High  Camp  Weekend,  Camp  Istrouma 
29-31  Lake  Charles  District  “Camp  First  Time” 

29-8/2  Elementary  Camp  III,  Caney  Conf.  Centre 
29-8/2  Elementary  Camp  IV,  Camp  Istrouma 

28-8/2  “Focus  ’85”  National  Conference  on  Ministry  with  children,  Nashville, 
ville. 


‘’Creating  A  F uture  With  Justice’ 


School  of  Christian  Mission  1985 


A  school  of  Christian  Mission  is  a  time 
for  challenge  —  a  time  for  sharing  ideas 
—  a  time  for  fellowship  —  a  time  to 
learn! 

The  theme  this  year,  “Creating  A  Fu¬ 
ture  with  Justice,"  challenges  everyone 
to  get  involved!  The  leaders  of  the  stud¬ 
ies  will  guide  the  participants  to  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  God’s  plan  for  the  world. 
The  studies  are:  (1)  Daniel  (2)  Caring  For 
God’s  Earth,  and  (3)  Native  Peoples  of 
North  America. 

All  local  pastors,  chairpersons  of  the 
Mission  Work  Area,  and  local  church 
leaders  of  Social  Concern  are  invited  to 
participate  and  benefit  from  this  shared 
time.  The  Louisiana  Conference  1985 
School  will  be  held  on  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Campus,  Shreveport,  La.  It  will  be 
conducted  in  two  sessions  —  Tuesday, 
July  16  through  Friday,  July  19;  and  Fri¬ 
day,  July  19  through  Sunday,  July  21. 

Each  participant  will  take  two  class¬ 
es.  All  will  participate  in  the  study  of 


“Daniel.”  The  district  with  the  greatest 
percentage  in  attendance  will  receive 
special  recognition.  All  districts  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  get  some  car-pools  orga¬ 
nized  and  help  get  friends  and  church 
members  involved!  All  “first  timers”  are 
urged  to  attend  the  orientation  sessions 
at  the  start  of  each  school  —  5:15  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  July  16  and  Friday,  July  19. 
This  will  be  held  in  the  Resource /Learn¬ 
ing  Center  in  the  South  Cafeteria. 

The  planning  committee  for  the  week¬ 
end  event  is  composed  of  Conference  of¬ 
ficers  and  District  Global  Concerns 
Chairpersons.  The  1985  team  is:  Lottie 
Palazzo,  Dean;  Ola  B.  Fisher,  Assistant 
Dean;  Evelyn  Evans,  Judith  Rountree. 
Pat  Cobb,  Virginia  Aswell,  Patty  Lind¬ 
sey,  Linda  Shepherd,  Lueburda  Myers, 
Betsy  Wilhite,  Alice  Story,  Ella  Mae  Cus¬ 
ter,  Nancy  M.  Carruth,  Jane  Scott,  Nor¬ 
ma  Winegeart,  Taylor  Phillips,  Dorothy 
Abraham.  Johnnye  Butler,  and  Nell  Reid 
—  President. 


Meet  Your  Leaders 


Rev.  Charles  McClure  of  Ennis, Texas 
will  lead  the  study  on  “Daniel.”  Rev.  Mc¬ 
Clure  was  born  in  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
and  lived  in  DeRidder,  La.  before  mov¬ 
ing  to  Texas.  He  is  a  graduate  of  South¬ 
western  and  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Currently  he  is  pastor  of  FUMC,  Ennis, 
Texas.  Charles  has  also  served  as  Assis¬ 
tant  Dean  of  Central  Texas  School  of 
Christian  Mission  and  has  previously 
taught  in  Louisiana  and  Texas  schools. 

JoAnne  Wilshusen,  Bernice  James  and 
Margaret  St.  Amant  will  teach  the  ses¬ 
sion,  "Caring  for  God’s  Earth.”  Jo  Anne 
Wilshusen  is  Program  Associate  at  St. 
John’s  UMC,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas 
where  she  has  taught  an  adult  Bible 
class  for  20  years.  She  has  served  as  Con¬ 
ference  President  of  UMW  as  well  as 
Dean  of  School  of  Christian  Mission.  Ber¬ 
nice  James  is  a  member  of  New  Zion  ' 
UMC,  Colombia,  Mississippi,  where  she 
has  served  in  many  positions  during  the 
last  35  years.  She  serves  as  Coordinator 
of  Adult  Ministries  and  conducts  tutoring 
sessions  for  children  after  school  hours. 
Margaret  St.  Amant  has  been  a  very 
dedicated  and  outstanding  worker  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  many  years 


serving  on  the  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  She  and  her  late  husband,  for 
many  years,  have  given  unselfish  service 
to  the  life  and  growth  of  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odism.  Presently  a  very  active  member 
in  the  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baker,  La.,  Margaret  is  constantly  help¬ 
ing  in  teaching  at  leadership  workshops, 
schools  of  mission  and  other  events 
throughout  the  Conference. 

The  study  on  “Native  Peoples  of  North 
America”  will  be  conducted  by  Leora 
Hatch,  Annette  Sowell  and  Leora  Trice. 
Leora  Hatch  is  a  member  of  Kendall 
UMC  in  Miami  Florida,  where  she  serves 
on  the  Administrative  Board  and  chairs 
the  area  on  Missions.  She  is  presently  a 
Director  of  the  Women’s  Division  and 
has  worked  on  all  levels  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women’s  Work. 

Annette  Sowell  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
received  her  degree  from  Brite  Divinity 
School  in  May,  having  already  graduated 
from  Texas  Wesleyan  College  and 
Emory  University.  She  has  worked  in 
Christian  Education,  Administrative 
Work,  Pastoral  Care,  Worship,  Evange- 


Rev.  Charles  McClure 


JoAnne  Wilshusen 

lism,  and  Campus  Ministry. 

Leora  Trice  is  a  native  of  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as;  educated  in  the  public  schools  there 
and  graduated  from  Southern  Methodist 
University  with  a  degree  in  Journalism. 
Further  study  was  completed  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University.  She  has  served 
UmtecTMethodist  Women  on  :  all  levels ' 
and  has  taught  in  schools  in  Louisiana, 
Kansas,  Arkansas,  and  Texas. 

The  offering  to  be  received  at 
School  of  Christian  Mission  this  year  has 
been  designated  for  the  work  with  the 
Navajo  United  Methodist  Mission  in 
Shiprock,  New  Mexico. 

If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  please 
register  for  this  important  event  with 
Pat  Cobb,  1771  Memphis  Street,  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Louisiana  70124.  Please  include 
your  registration  fee  of  $10.00. 


Dillard  University  and  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  have  both  participated  in  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Scholars  Program  and  will  be 
enrolling  these  students  in  the  fall  se¬ 
mester.  Receiving  a  Bicentennial  Schol¬ 
arship  to  Dillard  University  was  Mi¬ 
chelle  Denise  Singleton  of  Peck  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Scholars  choosing  Centenary  College 
were  Heather  Baldwin  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Pineville;  Lita  Bandt, 
Marc  England,  and  Tracy  Louise  Ther- 
rell  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport;  Bruce  Bearden, 
Shannon  Brown,  and  Geoff  Hart  of  First 


United  Methodist  Church  Natchitoches; 
Diane  Foster  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Slidell;  Todd  Hebert  of  FUMC, 
Houma;  Carole  Hogg  of  FUMC,  Shreve¬ 
port;  Krista  Mosher,  of  FUMC,  Bossier 
City;  Yolanda  Robertson,  of  Hartzell  Mt. 
Zion  UMC,  Slidell;  Kelly  Valentine  of 
Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport;  Jennifer 
Jones  of  Glen  Oaks  UMC,  Dallas,  Texas  ; 
and  Tonia  Norman  of  FUMC,  Camden, 
Arkansas. 

Many  of  these  students,  along  with 
their  parents  and  pastors,  were  recog¬ 
nized  at  the  Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport. 


Bishop  Underwood  presents  award  to  Dr.  Sloane. 

Christian  Education  Banquet 
Honors  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane 


Bi-Centennial  Scholarships  Awarded 


Leora  Trice 


Church  Initiates  2.3  Million 
Dollar  Construction  Project 


Over  200  persons  attended  the  inaugu¬ 
ral  Christian  Education  Banquet  at  Sum¬ 
mer  Grove  UMC  on  Tuesday  evening  of 
Annual  Conference.  Assembled  in  the 
Great  Hall,  those  attending  heard  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  state  the  priority 
placed  on  Christian  Education.  The  Bish¬ 
op  reported  that  287  new  adult  Sunday 
School  classes  had  been  formed  toward 
an  original  goal  of  200.  He  reported  that 
the  Louisiana  Conference  leads  the 
church  in  new  Sunday  Schools  and  new 
adult  Sunday  School  Classes. 

Thirty  churches  across  the  Conference 
were  recognized  for  their  work  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education.  By  District  these  are:  Al- 
exandria  —  First  and  St.  Mark’s, 
Alexandria;  and  First  of  Pineville;  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond-Roberts,  Walker,  and 
Broadmoor;  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  — 
Grand  River,  Camphor  and  Asbury; 
Lake  Charles  —  Westlake,  FUMC,  Lake 
Charles  and  FUMC,  Leesville;  Monroe- 
Memorial,  St.  Paul,  Oak  Ridge,  and  First 
UMC,  Monroe;  New  Orleans-Houma  — 
Aurora,  Rayne,  and  Calvary;  New  Or- 
leans-Slidell-St.  Landry,  Bethany  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  Andersgate  and  FUMC, 
Slidell;  Ruston  —  Pleasant  Valley, 
Springhill,  and  Trinity;  Shreveport. 
Greenwood,  Summer  Grove,  Noel,  and 
Ellerche  Road. 

The  highlight  of  the  evening  was  the 
presentation  of  a  special  award  to  Dr. 
Bentley  Sloane  for  his  long  and  dedicat¬ 
ed  service  in  Christian  Education. 
Henceforth,  an  annual  award,  “The 
Bentley  Sloane  Award  for  Excellence  in 
Christian  Education,”  will  be  presented 
to  churches  and  persons  representing  the 
best  in  Christian  Education  during  the 


past  year. 

Dr.  Sloane,  a  native  of  Acadia  Parish, 
is  a  graduate  of  Centenary  and  SMU.  He 
did  graduate  work  at  Duke  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago.  Centenary  conferred 
a  D.D.  upon  him  in  1952. 

He  served  as  Director  of  Education  at 
First  Methodist  church,  Little  Rock;  Bos¬ 
ton  Avenue,  Tulsa;  and  First,  Shreveport. 
From  a  pastorate  in  Vivian,  Bentley  was 
appointed  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Conference  board  of  Education,  a  post  he 
held  for  fourteen  years.  His  last  appoint¬ 
ments  before  retiring  were  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  and 
First,  Alexandria. 

One  year  following  retirement,  Dr. 
Sloane  joined  the  staff  of  the  church 
careers  Department  at  Centenary.  He  is 
presently  writing  a  history  of  Centenary 
College.  Among  his  other  works  is  the 
book:  The  Dean  Smith  Years.  He  is  the 
teacher  of  the  Four  Square  Bible  class. 

Mrs.  Sloane  is  the  former  LeDeal  Mas¬ 
sey  of  Little  Rock.  They  have  two  daugh¬ 
ters  and  three  grandchildren. 
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The  congregation  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport  conducted  a  ground  breaking 
ceremony  on  June  9.  The  church  is  em¬ 
barking  on  an  approximately  2.3  million 
dollar  building  and  renovation  project 
which  includes  a  new  administration  and 
children’s  building,  renovation  of  the 
sanctuary,  and  renovation/expansion  of 


the  existing  plant. 

As  a  part  of  the  project  the  church  will 
also  renovate  and  expand  its  sanctuary 
organ,  and  add  new  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  in  the  sanctuary.  The  project 
should  be  completed  within  the  next 
fourteen  months. 


Jackson  UMC  Consecrates 
New  Education  Building 


Jackson  UMC  recently  celebrated  the 
consecration  of  the  new  education  build¬ 
ing.  The  plans  for  the  building  originated 
in  1982  with  a  groundbreaking  ceremony. 
The  construction  of  the  building  was  un¬ 
der  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover. 
Participating  in  the  consecration  cere¬ 
mony  were  Rev.  Hoover  and  the  district 
superintendent,  Rev.  Don  Hall.  The 
building  committee  members  were:  Dent 

B.  Bankston.  Travis  W.  Prewitt,  Richard 

C.  Dudley  III,  Edgar  S.  Dawson,  M.  Le¬ 
roy  Harvey,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Frank  Tomb,  Mrs. 
Sam  DeLee  and  James  Harvey,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee. 

The  new  building  is  attached  to  the 
sanctuary  by  two  unique  glassed-in 


walkways  in  order  to  preserve  the  his¬ 
toric  structure  of  the  church. 

The  new  addition  comprises  a  base¬ 
ment  with  a  paved  drive-through  and  two 
upper  floors  with  approximately  7,000 
square  feet.  A  large  youth  room,  nursery 
and  bathrooms  are  located  in  the  base¬ 
ment  area,  also  a  mechanical  room  and 
a  fire-proof  vault  for  storage  of  church 
records. 

On  the  main  floor  is  the  church  office, 
pastor’s  study,  music  room,  an  adult 
classroom,  restrooms  and  the  parlor. 

Tours  of  the  building  and  a  covered 
dish  dinner  followed  the  service  of  con¬ 
secration. 
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Karen  Quinlan:  A  tragic  impetus 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


After  10  years  in  a  coma,  Karen  Ann 
Quinlan  died  a  few  weeks  ago  with  little 
public  notice 

Her  case,  however,  remains  one  of  the 
pivotal  events  in  modern  medical  ethics. 
It  raised  questions  that  thoughtful  Chris¬ 
tians  and  other  concerned  people  contin¬ 
ue  to  struggle  with  regarding  the  use  of 
medical  technology. 

In  1975,  Ms.  Quinlan,  then  21  years  old, 
became  a  national  figure  five  months  af¬ 
ter  becoming  irreversibly  comatose  fol¬ 
lowing  a  drug-related  accident.  Her 
parents  petitioned  a  court  for  permission 
to  have  her  respirator  turned  off.  Their 
request  initially  was  denied  but  later 
was  granted  by  a  higher  court.  The  res¬ 
pirator  was  turned  off  in  May  of  1976. 

Nevertheless,  Ms.  Quinlan  survived 
and  remained  in  a  coma  until  her  June 
11  death  at  a  New  Jersey  nursing  home. 
As  a  result  of  her  ordeal,  however.  Ka¬ 
ren  Ann  Quinlan’s  case  became  a  syn¬ 
onym  for  the  national  debate  over  the 
care  and  rights  of  the  hopelessly  ill. 

That  ongoing  debate  focuses  on  the  ap¬ 
propriate  use  of  technology  to  prolong 
human  life.  Specifically,  it  asks  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  when  is  it  morally  acceptable— if 
it  ever  is— to  remove  a  person  from  life- 


prolonging  equipment,  such  as  a  respira¬ 
tor  or  a  kidney  dialysis  machine. 

It  is  highly  regrettable  that  no  conclu¬ 
sive  or  universally  satisfactory  answer 
has  been  found  to  that  question.  Each 
year,  countless  families  face  that  life- 
and-death  question  with  little  to  guide 
their  decision,  not  even  the  legal  prece¬ 
dent  of  Ms.  Quinlan’s  case. 

In  the  absence  of  a  widespread  moral 
consensus,  many  courts  and  physicians 
remain  reluctant  to  use  that  precedent 
to  justify  the  removal  of  life-support 
machines. 

Those  of  us  in  the  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  should  regard  the  story  of  Karen  Ann 
Quinlan  as  a  tragic  impetus  for  re-dou¬ 
bling  our  efforts  to  bring  the  best  in¬ 
sights  of  our  biblical  and  theological 
tradition  to  bear  on  the  thorny  problems 
of  modern  medical  ethics. 

But  even  without  final  answers  to 
those  complex  problems,  we  should 
stand  prepared  to  surround  with  the  love 
of  God  those  who  lives  are  touched  by 
such  agonizing  concerns.  Perhaps  in  the 
end.  it  is  not  our  “answers"  to  those 
problems  that  are  most  needed,  but  a 
willingness  to  “bear  all  things,  believe 
all  things,  hope  all  things  and  endure  all 
things”  with  those  who  suffer. 
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.  Here  I  Stand 

Church  growth  is  not 


By  JOHN  ROBERT  McFARLAND 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  cur¬ 
rent  emphasis  on  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
gregations  and  evangelism  should  be 
yoked. 

First,  there  is  no  reason  why  evange¬ 
lism  must  be  done  only  by  establishing 
new  congregations  or  by  adding  individ¬ 
ual  members  to  existing  congregations. 
There  are  independent  ethnic  congrega¬ 
tions  that  could  be  invited  as  a  whole  to 
become  part  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Some  of  them  are  even  in  for¬ 
mer  United  Methodist  buildings.  This 
sort  of  negotiation  should  be  more  possi¬ 
ble  than  ever  because  of  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  our  ethnic  bishops,  district 
superintendents  and  other  denomination¬ 
al  officials. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  a  partic¬ 
ular  congregation  might  not  wish  to  join 
the  United  Methodist  Church  or  why  we 
might  not  want  a  particular  congrega¬ 
tion.  We  are  short-sighted  or  culturally 
bigoted,  however,  if  we  do  not  explore 
this  possibility.  There  are  congregations 
that  could  become  stronger  witnesses  for 
Christ  by  being  part  of  our  connection. 
We  might  well  be  less  lumpy  if  we  had 
more  of  their  leaven. 

Second,  we  need  to  be  more  flexible 


and  creative  in  our  expectations  of  space 
for  congregations.  There  is  no  reason, 
for  example,  why  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  cannot  exist  in  the  space  of 
other  United  Methodist  institutions,  such 
as  conference  offices,  colleges,  homes 
for  the  elderly  and  hospitals.  Such  con¬ 
gregations  might  be  small,  they  might  be 
the  second  point  on  a  charge,  but  those 
are  time  honored  parts  of  our  tradition. 
Persons  from  outside  as  well  as  inside 
the  institutions  could  be  invited  to  be 
part  of  those  congregations. 

Other  congregations  could  be  housed 
in  funeral  homes,  community  rooms  of 
shopping  centers,  theaters  and  the  like. 
This  is  hardly  a  new  idea  but  it  has  rare¬ 
ly  been  used  in  United  Methodist  circles. 
We  seem  to  believe  every  new  congrega¬ 
tion  has  to  be  established  on  a  five  acre, 
$100,000  corner  lot  in  a  developing  mid¬ 
dle-class  suburb.  To  grow,  we  need  to  re¬ 
duce  basic  costs  for  property. 

Third,  we  need  to  be  more  flexible  in 
our  assumptions  about  congregational 
size.  There  is  nothing  wrong  with  evan¬ 
gelizing  an  existing  congregation  or 
starting  a  new  congregation  even  though 
we  know  it  will  always  be  small.  Not  ev¬ 
ery  church  must  grow  to  be  a  “station 
charge.”  Accepting  smallness  as  viable 
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the  point  ’ 

will  allow  us  to  reclaim  some  of  our  in¬ 
ner  city  churches  and  establish  congre¬ 
gations  in  non-traditional  locations. 

To  grow,  we  need  more  than  meetings 
and  conferences  about  evangelism.  We 
definitely  need  more  than  the  transfer  of 
current  members  from  frost-belt  to  sun¬ 
belt  churches.  We  need  creativity  and 
openness  to  new  ways  so  that  we  can 
evangelize  in  all  locations  among  all  eth¬ 
nic  groups. 

Church  growth  is  not  really  the  point 
We  are  called  to  tell  the  Good  News  of 
Christ  regardless  of  whether  doing  so  re<- 
sults  in  new  members.  Our  current 
membership  decline  is,  however,  a  gift 
from  God  to  shake  us  from  complacency 
and  to  remind  us  that  we  as  a  church 
have  vast  and  unique  resources  by  which 
to  witness.  We  just  need  to  let  our  minds 
and  spirits  loose  to  follow  in  new  direc¬ 
tions. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  the  Rev.  John  Robert 
McFarland,  is  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC  in 
Charleston,  IL  (Central  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence). 


injustice 


EDITOR’S  NOTE — This  is  the  eleventh 
in  a  series  of  reflective  articles  by  Re¬ 
porter  Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
during  a  six-month  sabbatical  leave  with 
his  family  in  the  East  African  nation  of 
Kenya. 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa- 
Just  as  I  was  surprised  to  find  such 
strength  and  vigor  in  the  church's  oppo¬ 
sition  to  this  country’s  legalized  system 
of  racial  injustice  (see  Reporter,  June 
21),  I  was  equally  surprised  to  discover 
the  extent  to  which  that  system  is  cam¬ 
ouflaged  from  the  undiscerning  eye. 

As  one  travels  down  the  freeway  from 
white  Johannesburg  to  the  nearby  black 
township  of  Soweto,  it’s  hard  to  tell 
much  difference  just  by  looking  out  at 
the  passing  scenery. 

Therein  lies  much  of  the  problem.  “A 
white  person  here  can  go  through  an  en¬ 
tire  lifetime  without  ever  having  to  deal 
up  close  with  a  black  person  as  a  human 
being  with  needs  and  feelings  like  his 
own,”  said  the  Rev.  Austen  Massey,  head 
of  the  Methodist  Church’s  Christian  Citi¬ 
zenship  department. 

As  one  who  grew  up  in  the  southern 
half  of  the  United  States,  I  have  child¬ 
hood  memories  of  signs  specifying  sepa¬ 
rate  drinking  fountains,  rest  rooms,  etc. 
for  blacks  and  whites.  I  expected  to  see 
similar  signs  all  over  the  place  in  South 
Africa.  !  saw  only  one— at  a  bus  sta¬ 
tion— in  four  days  of  looking.  "They 
were. taken  down  so  as  not  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  ‘our  situation,’  ”  I  was  told. 

After  viewing  some  of  the  worst  condi¬ 
tions  in  black  and  "coloured”  townships 
in  the  Johannesburg  area,  I  can  even  un¬ 
derstand  the  defensive  insistence  by 
South  Africa’s  white  leaders  that  “our 
blacks  are  much  better  off  than  those  in 
most  black-ruled  African  countries.” 
From  having  spent  the  three  previous 
months  living  and  traveling  in  some  of 
those  countries,  I  could  attest  to  the 
truth  of  that  claim  if  I  were  prepared  to 
define  "better  off”  solely  in  economic 
terms. 

What  are  human  rights  worth? 

The  poorest  of  the  poor  in  Kenya  and 
Burundi,  for  example,  do  appear  more 
impoverished  than  their  South  African 
counterparts.  But  what  kind  of  price  tag 
can  be  placed  on  being  regarded  as  a  hu¬ 
man  being  with  rights  and  feelings?  I 
doubt  that  many  poor  Kenyans  would  be 
willing  to  exchange  their  rights  of  citi¬ 
zenship  and  their  hopes  for  a  better  fu¬ 
ture  to  become  slightly  better  fed  and 
housed  objects  of  white  oppression. 
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The  relative  invisibility  of  apartheid 
makes  it  all  the  more  demonic  and  hard 
to  combat.  Whites  who  never  have  to 
witness  the  human  hurt  inflicted  by 
apartheid  tend  to  wonder  aloud  “What’s 
the  big  deal?  All  countries  have  their 
problems  and  this  is  ours.  It’s  just  some¬ 
thing  we  must  cope  with  and  control.” 

The  crux  of  the  issue 

Therein  lies  the  crux  of  the  issue. 
Apartheid  is  primarily  a  system  of  un¬ 
just  law.  It  allows  one  group  almost 
complete  control  of  another— based 
solely  on  race.  The 
laws  are  arbitrarily 
enacted  to  preserve 
the  white  minority’s 
power  over  the 
black  majority.  When 
these  unjust  laws 
are  questioned,  other 
laws  are  invoked  to 
question  the  patrio¬ 
tism  and  integrity  of  the  questioner.  If 
protests  erupt  on  any  broad  scale,  the 
full  force  of  the  law  is  brought  down  on 
the  protesters. 

As  maintenance  of  such  an  unjust  sys¬ 
tem  becomes  less  and  less  tenable,  the 
forces  of  “law  and  order”  tend  to  react 
with  increasing  violence  even  to  peace¬ 
ful  protests  that  they  fear  "might  get  out 
of  hand.”  With  the  law  on  their  side,  po¬ 
licemen  have  little  difficulty  justifying 
any  action  they  deem  necessary  to  con¬ 
trol  “lawbreakers." 

Several  incidents  during  my  brief  visit 
to  South  Africa  translated  those  imper¬ 
sonal  laws  into  concrete  terms  of  human 
misery.  * 

The  Rev.  Cecil  Begbie,  a  “coloured” 
pastor,  took  me  to  Kliptown,  a  squatters’ 
village  on  the  edge  of  Soweto.  Through 
Mr.  Begbie,  the  Methodist  Church  is  min¬ 
istering  to  people  who  migrated  to  the 
Johannesburg  area  to  work  and  found 
they  had  no  place  to  live.  When  the  gov¬ 
ernment  bulldozed  the  makeshift  huts 
built  by  the  squatters  on  public  lands,  the 
church  went  to  court  in  their  defense.  As 
a  result  they  now  live  in  low-cost,  gov¬ 
ernment-financed  housing  with  clean 
water  and  public  toilets.  However,  high 
unemployment,  high  rent,  depressed  mo¬ 
rale  and  the  lack  of  any  clear  status  re¬ 
main  serious  problems. 

Aii  impromptu  time  of  worship 

The  obvious  affection  the  people  feel 
for  Mr.  Begbie  and  the  novelty  of  a  white 
person  walking  around  the  dirt  lanes  of 
Kliptown  drew  many  of  the  residents 
around  us.  The  result  was  an  impromptu 
worship  service  in  which  they  shared 
their  hurts  and  needs,  requested  that  we 
lead  them  in  prayer  and  ended  with  the 
singing  of  the  black  national  anthem, 
"God  bless  Africa.” 

I  later  learned  that  we  were  fortunate 
not  to  be  arrested  for,  among  other 
things,  leading  a  "riotous  assembly.”  We 
could  have  been  held  indefinitely  without 
bail  and  without  formal  charges  being 
filed,  I  was  told.  Thank  goodness  my 
dear  mother  didn't  know  I  was  behaving 
in  such  a  criminal  manner! 

I  visited  with  the  Rev.  Stanley  Mo- 
goba.  a  black  minister  who  is  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  South  Africa.  He  told  of  being 
imprisoned  for  nearly  four  years  during 
the  1960s  for  "conspiracy  to  commit  an 
unlawful  act."  He  was  a  teacher  then, 
and  some  of  his  students  wanted  to  set  a 


Dutch  Reformed  church  on  fire.  When 
asked,  Mr.  Mogoba  said  he  readily  ad¬ 
vised  them  not  to  use  “illegal  means  to 
achieve  your  aims.”  Later,  after  being 
questioned  and  beaten  by  police,  the  stu¬ 
dents  accused  Mr.  Mogoba  of  inciting 
them  to  burn  down  the  church. 

Unjust  treatment  not  unusual 

Mr.  Mogoba  said  his  situation  really  is 
“nothing  unusual.  The  ordinary  pattern 
for  anyone  seeking  to  promote  change, 
even  through  peaceful  means,  is  arrest, 
detention  without  charge,  imprisonment 
or  banning.” 

Mr.  Mogoba  said  that  despite  an  ever- 
increasing  number  of  laws,  most  whites 
really  don’t  want  apartheid  as  much  as 
they  want  a  continuing  supply  of  cheap 
labor  from  blacks  who  lack  any  human 
and  civil  rights.  Seen  in  this  way,  he  said, 
“Apartheid  is  really  the  perpetuation  of 
an  unhealthy  parasitical  existence— for 
both  whites  and  blacks.” 

I  visited  with  Mr.  Thami  Mazwai, 
news  editor  of  The  Sowetan,  a  newspa¬ 
per  directed  to  South  Africa’s  black  pop¬ 
ulation.  He  expressed  anger  toward  a 
white  society  that,  even  after  350  years, 
has  not  in  its  own  mind  succeeded  in 
“civilizing”  the  land’s  black  population 
enough  to  grant  them  citizenship  rights. 
“Obviously  something  is  wrong  either 
with  the  civilization  or  with  those  who 
are  trying  to  teach  it,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Mazwai  sees  the  church  as  the 
only  institution  in  South  Africa  with  a 
chance  remaining  to  bridge  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  blacks  and  whites,  “but  it  must 
put  aside  its  civilizing  role  and  assume 
the  role  of  living  as  Christians.  In  this 
case,  that  will  require  supporting  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  black  aspirations  rather  than 
subordinating  black  aspirations  to  con¬ 
tinued  white  guidance.” 

I  visited  with  the  Rev.  Peter  Storey, 
this  year’s  president  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  South  Africa.  Under  his  lead¬ 
ership,  the  church  earlier  this  year 
called  a  series  of  “crisis  synods’  in 
which  each  district  was  asked  to  “exam¬ 
ine  the  ongoing  crisis  and  mounting 
death  toll  in  the  country's  black  town¬ 
ships  and  to  see  what  role  the  church  can 
play  in  reducing  violence.”  The  immedi¬ 
ate  impetus  for  this  call  was  the  shooting 
deaths  of  a  large  but  disputed  number  of 
unarmed  blacks  by  police  earlier  this 
year  at  Uitenhage.  The  fact  that  many  of 
the  victims  were  shot  in  the  back  has 
added  fuel  to  the  fires  of  discontent 
among  South  Africa’s  black  population. 

Some  say  civil  war  underway 

Such  shootings  of  black  civilians  by 
police  are  no  longer  an  isolated  occur¬ 
rence  but,  according  to  a  memo  being 
circulated  privately  among  church  lead¬ 
ers,  are  "now  a  permanent  feature  in 
South  African  life— a  phenomenon  which 
clearly  attests  to  the  view  that  South  Af¬ 
rica  is  in  a  state  of  civil  war”  brought 
about  by  the  brutal  effects  of  apartheid 
on  the  country's  black  majority. 

Efforts  to  camouflage  apartheid  are 
belied  by  the  country’s  newspapers, 
which  are  full  of  reports  about  its  ef¬ 
fects.  I  was  surprised  to  see  a  number  of 
editorials  and  commentaries  in  the  pa¬ 
pers  there  acknowledging  that  apartheid 
must  be  abolished,  or  at  least  modified 
to  provide  citizenship  rights  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  blacks  if  an  all-out  race  war 
is  to  be  prevented. 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


These  signs  on  the  edge  of  Johannesburg,  South  Africa  give  little  hint  of 
that  country's  cruel  system  which  rigidly  places  black  people,  white  people 
and  “coloured”  people  into  separate  but  vastly  unequal  living  areas.  Soweto, 
to  which  the  road  sign  innocently  points,  is  a  large  black  township  where 
demonstrations  over  inferior  education  for  blacks  erupted  in  1976  which 
resulted  in  numerous  deaths  as  the  protests  were  violently  suppressed  by  police. 


after  being  banned  from  public  life  for  seven  years,  and  who  succeeded  Bish¬ 
op  Desmond  Tutu  as  chief  executive  of  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches,  is  concerned  to  bring  blacks  and  whites  together  to  reflect  on  the 
long  and  difficult  struggle  which  will  remain  after  South  Africa’s  apartheid 
laws  are  eliminated.  umr  photos  by  spurgeon  dunnam  hi 


Dr.  Beyers  Naude,  a  crusty,  68-year- 
old  who  was  chosen  to  succeed  Nobel 
peace  prize  recipient  Desmond  Tutu  as 
chief  executive  of  the  South  Africa  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  says  more  innocent 
blood  is  being  shed  each  day  than  is  re¬ 
ported,  and  that  much  more  will  be  shed, 
but  “the  end  of  apartheid  is  inevitable.” 

Dr.  Naude’s  opposition  to  apartheid 
over  the  past  25  years  has  cost  him  his 
place  as  a  minister  in  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church  and  resulted  in  his  being 
banned  from  public  life  for  seven  years, 
ending  last  fall.  He  does  not  worry  about 
himself,  however,  but  about  what  will 
happen  when  black  expectations  for  lib¬ 
eration  are  not  automatically  realized 
by  the  elimination  of  all  apartheid  laws. 
“Apartheid  here  is  deeply  entrenched  not 
only  in  the  laws  but  also  in  the  hearts 
and  attitudes  of  the  people,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Naude  said  he  is  seriously  con¬ 
cerned  about  "the  lack  of  preparation 
with  which  we  are  moving  toward  the 
political,  economic,  educational  and  so¬ 
cial  system  that  will  emerge  when  apar¬ 
theid  is  dismantled.  The  problem,”  he 
continued,  “is  that  black  Christians 
are  so  deeply  involved  in  the  day-to-day 
struggle  for  liberation  that  they  have  lit¬ 
tle  time  or  energy  left  to  reflect  on  what 
should  come  next.  And  for  the  most  part, 
whites  are  too  fearful  of  that  future  to 
think  about  it.” 

If  the  church  is  to  play  the  kind  of  rec¬ 
onciling  role  for  which  it  is  called  by 
God,  it  is  essential  for  blacks  and  whites 
to  come  together  and  reflect  on  the  long 
and  difficult  struggle  that  still  lies 
ahead,”  Dr.  Naude  said.  Some  church 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


leaders  are  even  suggesting  that  the 
church  should  sponsor  a  “national  con¬ 
vention”  representative  of  all  interests 
in  the  country  to  hammer  out  how  a  just 
society  in  South  Africa  might  be  struc¬ 
tured. 

As  I  returned  to  my  family  at  our  tem¬ 
porary  residence  in  Kenya,  I  was  glad  I 
had  accepted  the  invitation  to  visit  South 
Africa,  but  also  glad  to  be  leaving  it  for 
a  land  where  black  majority  rule  exists 
and  is  working,  and  where  every  person, 
black  and  white,  is  born  with  the  rights 
of  citizenship. 

I  also  left  with  an  altered  attitude  to¬ 
ward  South  Africa  that  is  at  the  same 
time  more  sympathetic  and  more  deter¬ 


mined  to  see  democracy  become  a  reali¬ 
ty  there.  Before,  I  felt  mainly  an 
impersonal  sense  of  righteous  indigna¬ 
tion.  I  still  feel  a  fair  amount  of  that,  but 
I  am  also  aware  now  in  a  new  way  that 
the  quest  for  racial  justice  is  being  car¬ 
ried  on  by  Christian  brothers  and  sisters 
inside  as  well  as  outside  of  South  Africa. 

If  we  believe  in  a  God  of  love  and  jus¬ 
tice,  we  need  to  support  their  efforts— 
through  our  prayers,  through  pressure  oh 
the  South  African  government  and 
through  influencing  all  governments  to 
adopt  policies  consistent  with  God’s  will 
for  members  of  the  human  family  to  live 
together  as  one. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Homosexuality  article  attacked,  affirmed 


To  the  Editor: 

I  found  the  June  7  “Here  I  Stand”  by 
Robert  Lyon  one  of  the  most  ridiculous 
and  disgusting  articles  ever  written 
about  homosexuals.  They  were  called 
Christians.  How  can  anyone  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  homosexual? 

The  nerve  of  Mr.  Lyon  referring  to 
Romans  12:4-7  as  though  this  type  of  sin 
is  a  gift  of  the  spirit!  He  is  obviously  dis¬ 
honoring  God,  the  clergy  and  any  other 
Christian  person.  I  also  believe  he  is  ben¬ 
efiting  the  devil— he  is  leading  thousands 
to  a  burning  hell,  because  homosexuals 
will  naturally  believe  that  their  life¬ 
styles  are  approved  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  society. 

Mr.  Lyon  should  also  check  up  on  I  Co¬ 
rinthians,  Chapter  6. 

And  now,  to  you  the  editor— how  could 
you  even  publish  things  such  as  that? 

I  am  very  disappointed.  I  am  sure  He 
is  also.  Carolyn  Goodman 

Elizabethtown,  Kentucky 
Thanks  forcourage 
To  the  Editor: 

My  thanks  to  the  Reporter  and  to  Rob¬ 
ert  Lyon  for  opening  a  new  and  positive 
dialogue  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  about  the  relationship  between 
the  church  and  persons  who  are  homo¬ 
sexual  (see  UMR,  June  7). 

Mr.  Lyon  has  exhibited  rare  courage 
and  compassion  in  challenging  us  to 
work  out  the  meaning  of  Christian  com¬ 
munity  in  regard  to  this  matter.  None  of 
us  is  comfortable  about  this  issue,  and 
the  controversy  that  will  surround  this 
dialogue  will  not  make  us  feel  good.  But 
it  will  be  worth  the  discomfort  if  we  can 
become  more  faithful  as  God’s  redemp¬ 
tive  community. 

James  E.  Magav 
Cambridge,  Ohio 

Article  shocked  people 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  by  Robert  W.  Lyon  in  the 
June  7  issue  has  shocked  a  lot  of  people. 
Why  print  such  an  article?  It  is  an  insult 
to  our  blessed  Lord  Jesus  to  have  a  ho¬ 
mosexual  stand  at  any  pulpit.  You  need 
to  read  what  the  Bible,  God’s  Word,  has 
to  say  about  the  matter. 

Sexual  sins  of  adultery,  fornication 
and  homosexuality  are  plainly  set  forth 
as  being  an  abomination  in  God’s  sight. 
It’s  whoredom. 

Homosexuals— if  they  repent  and  ac¬ 
cept  Jesus  as  their  personal  Lord  and 
Savior  and  turn  from  their  sexual  sin¬ 
ning— then  they  could  be  accepted  as 
ministers,  but  not  before. 

Mrs.  Ray  J.  Gibson 
Oklahoma  City.  Oklahoma 


Hymnal  poll  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  letters  of  Mary  L.  Ar- 
mitage  of  Shell  Knob,  Missouri  and  Rich¬ 
ard  F.  Burns  of  Wilbraham,  Massachu¬ 
setts  (see  UMR,  June  7),  I,  as  a  pastor  of 
a  635  member  church,  am  offended  by 
the  insinuation  that  the  poll  for  the  hym¬ 
nal  revision  was  accomplished  only  by 
ministers. 

We  have  at  the  Seventh  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Temple,  Texas,  ap¬ 
proximately  300  families.  Each  family 
received  a  form  in  the  weekly  newsletter 
asking  for  input.  Ninety  families  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  poll.  The  responses  were 
tabulated  and  the  top  ten  hymns  were 
forwarded  to  the  hymnal  revision  com¬ 
mittee  and  published  in  our  newsletter. 

Ironically,  our  church  agrees  with  the 
majority  of  returns.  “How  Great  Thou 
Art”  and  “Amazing  Grace”  were  the  top 
two  hymns. 

Contrary  to  the  opinions  of  some,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  been,  and 
will  continue  to  be,  a  democratically 
governed  church  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
people.  I  thank  God  for  the  gifts  He  has 
given  me  to  serve  Him  as  a  United  Meth- 
odist  minister.  Lloyd  D.  HaKemeier 
Temple,  Texas 

Don’t  legalize  drugs 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wonder  just  how  much  “considerable 
study"  Rev.  Gunn  did  (see  UMR,  June  7). 

Legalize  drugs?  Definitely  not.  Legal¬ 
ization  of  drugs  does  not  solve  the  prob¬ 
lems,  it  just  puts  them  aside. 

I  agree  with  Beverly  Jackson’s  sup¬ 
port  of  "strong  law  enforcement  against 
the  sale  of  illegal  drugs,”  and  I  might 
add  the  courts’  carrying  out  the  penal¬ 
ties. 

Diane  Altland 
Vici,  Oklahoma 

Praise  the  Lord! 

To  the  Editor: 

Hurray!  And  praise  the  Lord! 

At  last  a  United  Methodist  bishop  has 
said  what  many  of  us  trying  to  work  with 
single  adults  have  been  saying  for  some 
time.  Bishop  Wilke  in  his  sermon  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  indicated  that  just 
possibly  our  failure  to  establish  a  strate¬ 
gy  to  reach  singles  may  be  part  of  the 
cause  for  our  loss  of  membership  (see 
UMR,  May  24). 

Speaking  as  a  person  who  went 
through  the  "single  again"  process,  I  al¬ 
most  left  the  church  because  as  a  single 
I  just  did  not  fit  in. 

It  was  only  through  finding  a  church 
with  a  single  adult  ministry  that  I  found 


my  way  back.  Singles  long  for  and  need 
relational  groups  with  other  single 
adults  like  themselves. 

This  may  not  be  the  only  reason  for 
United  Methodist  decline,  but  it  is  one  of 
the  easiest  to  address  in  a  positive  way 
that  can  have  an  immediate  outcome. 
Now  is  the  time.  We  cannot  afford  to  de- 
lay-  Dick  Dunn 

Roswell,  Georgia 

Sanctuary  or  anarchy? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  add  my  endorsement  to 
the  headline  “UMs  should  not  pay  for 
sanctuary  defense”  (see  UMR,  May  24). 

It  is  always  dangerous  when  a  few  un¬ 
informed  people  will  jump  on  any  "do 
good”  band  wagon  without  thinking 
through  what  they  are  doing. 

The  key  word  here  is  not  “sanctuary" 
but  "anarchy."  This  is  what  you  have 
when  you  accept,  in  any  degree,  selec¬ 
tive  compliance  with  the  law.  Either  you 
obey  the  law  or  you  are  a  lawbreaker.  If 
you  allow  one  church  group  to  violate 
the  lottery  laws,  and  another  to  flaunt 
the  immigration  laws,  before  long  you 
will  have  church-sponsored  lawlessness, 
which  is  anarchy. 

The  current  fad  for  “cosmetic  arrests” 
of  demonstrators,  complete  with  plastic 
handcuffs,  just  so  that  people  can  get 
their  pictures  in  the  paper,  should  be  dis¬ 
couraged. 

John  Wesley's  admonition  would  be 
that  Methodists  should  obey  the  law. 

James  F.  Harding: 

Adelphia,  Maryland 


POSITION  OPEN:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR. 
Henderson  Settlement.  Red  Bird  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference.  Responsible  for  supervision,  fund  raising, 
administration  of  total  program  Requires  bache¬ 
lors  degree  minimum  plus  several  years  proven 
administrative  skills  and  experience.  Inquiry 
deadline  2  weeks  following  this  advertisement. 
Send  resume  and  requests  for  applications  to  Hen¬ 
derson  Settlement.  P.O.  Box  205.  Frakes,  Ken¬ 
tucky  40940 
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TCBETHER 

INOPIST 


Adult 

Membership 
Material 
for  United 
Methodists 


LEADER'S  NOTEBOOK  viih  directions,  leite 
forms  and  guides  for  development  ond  impl 
mentmg  new-member  dosses,  transcripts  of  lO| 
ond  poper  by  Bishop  Jomes  Thomos 
CASSETTE  featuring  presentations  by  Bisho 
Rueben  Job.  Judith  Craig.  Dr.  Hoviland  Housfc 
Dr  Robert  Tuttle  ond  overview 
PARTICIPANT  FOLDERS  with  biographical  sketc 
es  of  persons  and  scenes  from  our  hentag 
agendo  moteriol 

Provides  structure  for  four  or  five  new-memb 
sessions.  Proven  effective  over  9-yeor  perioc 
NOTEBOOK.  CASSETTE,  PARTICIPANT  FOLDS 
SHIPPING:  $37.85 

MEMBERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  RESOURCES 
Box  2671,  North  Canton,  Ohio  44720 
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Ribbon  of  peace:  miles  of  art  tell  fears,  dreams 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

•  If  the  world  were  ravaged  tomorrow 
in  a  nuclear  war,  what  would  you  most 
.hate  to  give  up? 

-  Sunday  afternoon  rides  in  the  country? 
Your  baby’s  outstretched  arms? 


A  cup  of  steaming  tea  on  a  cold  winter 
night? 

More  than  17,000  answers,  including 
those  above,  have  poured  into  Washing¬ 
ton  in  the  form  of  fabric  art  panels 
which  will  become  parts  of  a  10-mile 
“ribbon  of  peace"  to  be  unfurled  Aug.  4. 


Sunday  school 
fervor  spreads 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Sunday  school  fervor  is  spreading 
among  United  Methodists. 

Recent  publicity  about  Sunday 
school  success  stories  appears  to  have 
infected  hundreds  of  United  Methodist 
leaders  with  the  desire  to  do  something 
quickly  to  improve  the  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  nurture  of  church  members 
in  their  areas. 

Success  in  unlikely  places 

And  new  success  stories  are  pop¬ 
ping  up— some  in  unlikely  places. 

One  just-reported  example  of 
growth  is  in  the  Southern  New  En¬ 
gland  Annual  Conference  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  bishop,  traditionally  has 
been  a  barren  land  for  Sunday  schools 
(see  story  below). 

Weekly  Sunday  school  attendance 
last  year  in  that  conference  increased 
by  5.6  percent  and  Sunday  school 
membership  by  9  percent. 

"People  now  are  hungry  for  adults 
and  children  to  be  nurtured  in  the 
faith  . . .  and  intensify  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ  through  the  local 
church,”  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore 
(Boston  Area)  says. 

Despite  such  outbreaks  of  Sunday 
school  fervor,  denominational  offi¬ 
cials  aren’t  ready— yet— to  predict  a 
long-term  nationwide  epidemic  of  it. 
After  all,  interest  in  Sunday  school 
remains  ho-hum  and  even  continues 
to  decline  in  many  areas,  they  say. 

But  scattered  signs  of  renewed  Sun¬ 
day  school  strength  are  providing 
some  welcome  hope  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation  in  the  midst  of  another  round 
of  dismal  reports  coming  in  from  an¬ 
nual  conferences  on  United  Methodist 

New  England 
changes  style , 
begins  studies 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BOSTON  —  If 
United  Methodists  /” 
in  southern  New 
England  can  be¬ 
come  committed  JKJ 
to  Sunday  school, 
it  should  be  possi¬ 
ble  anywhere,  ,  ^  iftl 

says  Bishop  hi j  mmi 

George  W.  Ba-  Bishop  Bashore 
shore  (Boston  Area). 

New  England  adults  traditionally 
don’t  go  to  Sunday  school. 

Of  74  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  the  seven  with  the  lowest 
percentage  of  church  members  at¬ 
tending  Sunday  school  typically  are 
Northeastern  conferences,  including 
Southern  New  England. 

But  Bishop  Bashore  says  southern 
New  England  United  Methodists  are 
beginning  to  change  their  style  out  of 
a  desire  for  weekly  study  together. 
Average  Sunday  school  attendance 
grew  by  5.6  percent  last  year  in  the 
Southern  New  England  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  (Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island 
and  eastern  Connecticut). 

About  traditionally  low  Sunday 
school  attendance,  Bishop  Bashore 
says:  "I  don’t  want  to  lay  all  the 
blame  on  the  Congregationalists  and 
Unitarians,  but  we  in  New  England 
are  dominated  by  their  heritage  and 
the  phenomenon  that  corporate  wor¬ 
ship  and  church  school  occur  during 
the  same  hour  on  Sunday  morning.’’ 

“I  think  it’s  a  tragedy.  I’ve  spoken 
up  against  it  ever  since  I  came  here 
(in  1980  from  a  pastorate  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania).  Everybody  wants  everything 
to  happen  in  one  hour.  So  adults  don’t 
get  Sunday  school  and  children  aren’t 
nurtured  in  worship.” 

But  a  few  churches  are  starting  to 
open  up  for  two  hours  on  Sunday 
morning,  he  says. 

Adult  Sunday  school  enrollment  in 
Southern  New  England  jumped  22 
percent  last  year,  Bishop  Bashore 
says.  “Of  course,  you  have  to  consider 
where  we  came  from.  Adult  study  has 
been  appallingly  low,"  he  added. 

“I’m  not  ready  to  completely  bring 
out  the  band  in  celebration  until  we 
have  a  couple  more  years  continuing 
this  trend.’’ 

Bishop  Bashore  says  southern  New 
England  United  Methodists  have  been 
leaders  in  applying  their  faith  to  so¬ 
cial  issues  but  are  beginning  to  see 
the  need  also  to  study  regularly  about 
value  structures  and  how  they  are  re¬ 
lated  to  Jesus  Christ  and  then  to 
“share  our  witness." 

The  fellowship  that  comes  from 
weekly  study  together  should  provide 
the  kind  of  environment  that  will  at¬ 
tract  more  outsiders  to  come  into 
United  Methodist  churches,  Bishop 
Bashore  suggests.  The  last  two  years, 
Southern  New  England  has  had  its 
smallest  membership  losses  in  a  long 
time.  -ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


membership  losses.  • 

Several  annual  conferences  this 
spring  have  set  goals  to  add  Sunday 
school  classes  in  each  of  their  congre¬ 
gations. 

Phone  kept  ringing 

The  Rev.  John  Braden  of  Louisiana 
says  he  expected  to  hear  from  a  few 
people  when  a  Reporter  article  began 
arriving  in  subscriber  homes  on  May 
30  telling  about  United  Methodists  in 
his  state  forming  nearly  300  new 
adult  Sunday  school  classes. 

But  the  Louisiana  conference  edu¬ 
cation  director  says  he  wasn’t  quite 
prepared  for  how  widespread  the  in¬ 
terest  would  be. 

When  he  arrived  the  next  morning 
at  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
headquarters  in  Baton  Rouge,  the 
phone  was  ringing.  Somebody  in  North 
Carolina  wanted  to  know  more. 

The  phone  kept  ringing,  he  says. 

More  than  100  annual  conference, 
district  and  local  church  education 
leaders  asked  Louisiana  leaders  for 
more  information  that  might  help 
them  ignite  similar  excitement  about 
Sunday  school  in  their  areas,  he  says. 

“They  were  from  at  least  25  states,” 
Mr.  Braden  says. 

“Half  started  out  wanting  to  know 
if  our  figures  were  ‘preacherly  esti¬ 
mates’  or  real.  We  explained  that  we 
had  the  reports  to  back  up  our  fig¬ 
ures.” 

Mr.  Braden  says  he  was  impressed 
by  the  large  number  of  lay  leaders 
who  indicated  a  deep  hunger  to  renew 
their  congregations  and  who  felt  Sun¬ 
day  schools  might  hold  part  of  the  an¬ 
swer. 

‘Not  everything  downhill’ 

With  seemingly  perfect  timing  to 
feed  that  hunger,  a  new  quarterly 
tabloid  paper  hit  United  Methodist 
mailboxes  in  May. 

Called  “People  to  People”  and  sub¬ 
titled  “Reaching  Out  Through  the 
Sunday  School,”  it  is  a  joint  publica¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  first  issue  is  eight  pages  of 
crisply  written  success  stories. 

The  stories  are  invitingly  packaged 
with  lots  of  color  and  graphics,  ad¬ 
mittedly  borrowing  from  the  popular 
style  of  the  USA  Today  newspaper. 
The  back  page  even  looks  like  the  na- 
tional  daily  newspaper’s  weather 
map.  Instead,  it  is  a  colorful  map 
showing  where  and  how  specific 
churches  found  “Golden  Opportuni¬ 
ties”  for  Sunday  school  growth. 

“We  wanted  to  change  the  attitude 
of  people  that  nothing  exciting  is  go¬ 
ing  on  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  says  David  L.  Hazelwood, 
director  of  United  Methodism’s  church 
school  field  service.  “We  wanted  to 
show  that  not  everything  in  the 
denomination  is  going  downhill,  that 
some  people  are  working  hard  and 
finding  success.” 

He  says  the  idea  for  doing  People 
to  People  grew  out  of  the  experiences 
of  the  Rev.  Kirk  McNeil  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  as  he  went  around  the 
country  helping  start  new  Sunday 
schools. 

“He  kept  finding  all  these  great  sto¬ 
ries  but  didn't  have  any  way  to  get 
them  out,"  Mr.  Hazelwood  says. 

New  paper  ‘knocks  socks  off’ 

Crystal  Zinkiewicz,  People  to  Peo¬ 
ple  editor,  says  the  response  to  the 
publication  "knocks  your  socks  off.” 

About  100,000  copies  were  mailed 
free  to  every  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor,  Sunday  school  superintendent  and 
chairperson  of  education  work  areas. 
Ms.  Zinkiewicz  says  people  responded 
quickly  and  with  enthusiasm  while  re¬ 
questing  more  than  1,500  additional 
copies  thus  far. 

"Today,  a  pastor  of  two  small 
churches  asked  for  copies  to  give  to 
each  member  family,"  she  says.  "He 
said  the  members  are  discouraged 
but  beginning  to  see  the  need  to  do 
something  through  the  Sunday  school. 
He  felt  they  would  be  helped  to  see 
what  could  happen  if  they  worked  at 
it.” 

Ms.  Zinkiewicz  says  the  renewed 
interest  in  Sunday  school  may  be  an 
example  of  United  Methodists  decid¬ 
ing  to  emphasize  one  of  their 
strengths. 

She  says  she  believes  she  is  repre¬ 
sentative  of  many  United  Methodists 
who  don’t  feel  comfortable  with  street 
comer,  one-on-one  and  other  forms  of 
direct  evangelism. 

"But  we  feel  we  should  be  involved 
in  evangelism,"  she  says.  "We  know 
how  important  Sunday  school  has 
been  in  talking  to  us  about  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ  and  in  our  own 
faith  development."  Bringing  people 
to  Sunday  school  to  many  people  is 
the  United  Methodist  way  to  evange¬ 
lize.  she  says. 


A  religious  service  Aug.  3  at  the  Nation¬ 
al  Cathedral  (Episcopal)  will  precede  the 
unfurling. 

Atomic  bombs  commemorated 

The  Ribbon,  a  grassroots  art  project 
started  three  years  ago  by  a  Denver 
grandmother  who  got  the  idea  while  on  a 
prayer  retreat,  will  commemorate  the 
40th  anniversary  of  the  bombing  of  Hiro¬ 
shima  and  Nagasaki. 

Held  by  hundreds  of  volunteers,  the  gi¬ 
ant  ribbon  will  weave  miles  of  fabric 
throughout  the  capital  city,  linking  up  at 
three  prominent  Washington  locations— 
the  Pentagon,  the  Mall  and  the  west  side 
of  the  U.S.  Capitol. 

Fifty  churches  in  the  Washington  area 
will  play  host  to  participants  in  The  Rib¬ 
bon  project— serving  as  hospitality  cen¬ 
ters  and  as  display  centers  for  panels 
throughout  July,  founder  Justine  Merritt 
said.  The  panels  will  be  sent  to  the 
churches  in  July,  displayed  throughout 
the  month,  and  then  participants  will 
meet  at  the  churches  to  assemble  their 
part  of  the  ribbon  prior  to  the  Aug.  cere¬ 
mony. 

In  addition,  Church  Women  United  has 
joined  with  other  major  religious  and 
and  peace  organizations  in  being  prima¬ 
ry  participants  in  the  two-day  event. 

Uniform  size,  common  theme 

While  all  the  art  panels  are  required 
to  be  uniform  in  size— 18  inches  high  by 
36  inches  long— each  of  the  17,000  panels 
is  different,  using  various  art  mediums 
such  as  embroidery,  silk  screening,  tie¬ 
dying  and  painting,  coordinators  of  The 
Ribbon  say.  There  is  no  requirement  of 
what  should  be  said  on  each  panel  and  no 
censorship  except  that  each  panel  must 
relate  to  The  Ribbon  theme. 

A  common  theme,  “What  I  cannot 
bear  to  think  of  as  lost  forever  in  a  nu¬ 
clear  war,”  is  the  thread  that  ties  the 
works  together,  says  the  project’s  origi¬ 
nator,  Mrs.  Merritt. 

“I  started  out  with  the  vision  of  get¬ 
ting  enough  panels  to  circle  the  Penta¬ 
gon,  but  it  grew  so  big  that  we  decided  to 
circle  most  of  the  downtown  area,”  says 
Mrs.  Merritt,  61. 

She  initiated  the  campaign  three  years 
ago  following  a  silent  prayer  retreat  out¬ 
side  Denver  sponsored  by  a  Catholic 
community  center.  She  said  she  was  led 
to  “do  something  peaceful  in  the  name  of 
peace. 

“When  I  was  a  child  I  used  to  tie  a  rib¬ 
bon  around  my  finger  to  remind  me  of 
something,  so  it  occurred  to  me  to  tie 
huge  ribbons  to  remind  the  world  how 
much  we  love  the  Earth,”  she  says. 

The  central  purpose  in  her  effort  “is  to 
change  the  course  of  the  planet  from  the 
threat  of  annihilation  to  a  world  that  will 
solve  its  problems  without  war,"  she  ex¬ 
plains. 

The  Aug.  3  “Service  of  Faith”  to 
launch  The  Ribbon  ceremony  will  in¬ 
clude  speakers  from  Christian,  Jewish. 
Islamic  and  Buddhist  faiths,  Mrs. 
Merritt  says. 

Each  religious  leader  will  read  aloud 
about  the  God  of  peace  as  expressed  in 
particular  religious  faiths,  she  adds. 

Police  give  cooperation 

The  Ribbon  project  has  gotten  cooper¬ 
ation  from  the  Washington  Police  De¬ 
partment,  U.S.  National  Park  officials 
and  Pentagon  security  “because  we 
haven’t  been  hostile,”  Mrs.  Merritt  said. 

“We’re  not  protesting  anything,  we’re 
doing  it  to  remind  the  powers  in  Wash¬ 
ington  that  we  love  the  Earth  and  the 


Betty  Mihalaros,  coordinator  in  the  Oakland,  Calif., 
area  for  The  Ribbon  project,  exhibits  one  of  more  than 
17,000  cloth  panels  that  will  encircle  major  governmen¬ 
tal  complexes  in  Washington  on  Aug.  4  to  give  expression  to 
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highly  personal  longings  for  peace.  Behind  it  can  be  seen 
others  of  some  1,800  panels  unfurled  recently  at  a 
regional  gathering  in  Oakland. 


biggest  threat  we  see  to  it  is  nuclear 
war." 

Mrs.  Merritt  visited  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki  10  years  ago  while  her  son  was 
stationed  in  Japan  with  the  military.  She 
said  she  was  moved  enough  by  the  de¬ 
struction  that  she  saw  that  she  worked  in 
the  peace  movement  briefly  after  re¬ 
turning  to  the  United  States. 

"But  I  began  to  worry  about  what  peo¬ 
ple  were  saying  about  me  behind  my 
back.  I  was  afraid  they  were  calling  me 
a  communist  or  a  peace-nic,”  she  said. 

Her  conscience  haunted  her  about 
what  she  witnessed  in  Japan,  she  says, 
and  she  began  to  speculate  about  similar 
effects  a  nuclear  bomb  might  have  now. 

"Prayer  moved  me  back  to  the  peace 
movement,"  says  Mrs.  Merritt,  now  a 
Roman  Catholic  though  she  acknowl¬ 
edges  she  was  once  an  atheist.  “I  ran  a 
low  grade  depression  for  years  following 
the  (atomic)  bombing  and  it  wasn’t  until 
I  started  doing  something  for  peace  that 
I  slowly  began  to  eliminate  it.” 

Shortly  after  the  prayer  retreat  at 
which  she  had  the  idea  for  wrapping  the 
Pentagon  in  a  ribbon,  she  sent  out  letters 
explaining  her  vision  to  100  people  on 
her  Christmas  card  list.  Almost  every¬ 
one  wrote  back  endorsing  her  idea. 

She  began  traveling  around  Colorado 
"wherever  the  busses  went  and  some¬ 
body  would  put  me  up  for  the  night”  to 
explain  her  idea  to  church  and  civic 
groups. 

A  national  network  was  formed  and 
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Scripture  verses  like  this  from  Ecclesiastes  are  common  among  many  of 
the  more  than  17,000  cloth  panels  which  will  be  wrapped  around  the  Penta¬ 
gon  and  other  Washington  buildings  Aug.  4  to  commemorate  the  40th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  atomic  bombings  of  two  Japanese  cities. 


Ribbon  messages  open 
doors  of  conversation 


the  effort  expanded  from  Colorado  to  all 
other  states.  “People  in  one  state  who 
knew  people  in  another  state  did  the 
work,"  she  says. 

She  said  there  have  been  official  “Tie- 
In”  days  at  state  capitals  in  Kansas,  Illi¬ 
nois,  Kentucky  and  Massachusetts,  and 
groups  in  dozens  of  other  states  have 
held  state-wide  “tie-ins”  to  display  pan¬ 
els  they’ll  send  to  Washington  in  August. 

Project  crosses  all  lines 

She  said  The  Ribbon  has  crossed  all 
cultural,  religious  and  economic  lines. 

She  recalls  one  wealthy  California 
woman  who  made  her  panel  from  cur¬ 
tains  from  her  children’s  nursery  and 
fabric  from  their  school  clothes.  Another 
woman,  who  lives  without  indoor  plumb¬ 
ing  or  electricity  in  Washington  state, 
made  an  art  panel  depicting  her  tiny 


home  and  fruit  garden. 

A  group  of  male  prisoners  from  Fish- 
kill  Prison  Facility  in  New  York  who 
heard  Mrs.  Merritt  speak  have  sewn  a 
panel  depicting  flowers  outside  their 
barred  windows. 

"Moses  never  did  see  the  Promised 
Land,  and  we  know  the  world  isn’t  per¬ 
fect,”  she  says.  "But  we  don’t  have  to 
stand  back  and  watch  it  destroyed  by  a 
nuclear  war  either." 

There  is  still  room  for  more  panels, 
Mrs.  Merritt  says.  Interested  people 
may  contact  The  Center  for  New  Cre¬ 
ations.  845  Lincoln  St.,  Arlington,  Virgin¬ 
ia  22240, (703) 528-1446. 

Following  the  Washington  unfurling, 
500  of  the  panels  will  be  sent  to  the 
Peace  Museum  in  Chicago.  The  remain¬ 
ing  panels  will  be  returned  to  their  re¬ 
spective  creators,  Mrs.  Merritt  says. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PAGOSA  SPRINGS,  Colo. -The  Rev. 
Duane  Thaxton,  pastor  of  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  in  this  small 
mountain  town,  didn’t  have  to  ponder 
very  long  when  he  was  asked  what  he 
could  not  bear  to  think  of  as  lost  forever 
in  a  nuclear  war. 

Joy  . . .  sex  . . .  laughter  . . .  kids  . 
worship. 

Those  are  words  he  embroidered  on 
the  art  panel  he’s  sending  to  Washington 
to  be  tied  together  with  at  least  17,000 
others  Aug.  4  to  commemorate  the  40th 
anniversary  of  the  bombing  of  Hiroshi¬ 
ma  and  Nagasaki  (see  related  story 
above). 

Most  of  the  rest  of  his  art  panel  is  the 
"skyline”  of  mountains  near  Pagosa 
Springs,  a  town  of  1,500  in  central  Colo¬ 
rado.  He  also  embroidered  onto  it  depic¬ 
tions  of  as  many  wild  flowers  as  he  could 
from  the  region.  The  art  panel.  Mr. 
Thaxton’s  first  attempt  at  needlecraft, 
took  him  two  years  to  complete. 

Mr.  Thaxton’s  church  is  one  of  hun- 

Bishops  draft 
6peace  letter ’ 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  -  More  than  20  indi¬ 
viduals  have  accepted  invitations  to  tes¬ 
tify  to  help  shape  a  United  Methodist 
bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  the  nuclear 
arms  crisis. 

Scientists,  theologians,  government  of¬ 
ficials  and  civic  leaders  are  expected  to 
testify  July  15-16  at  Foundry  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  pastoral  letter 
and  an  accompanying  study  document 
are  scheduled  to  be  issued  in  November. 

The  materials  will  provide  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  a  two-year  emphasis  on  peace¬ 
making  initiated  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
throughout  the  9.4-million-member 
denomination. 


dreds  visited  by  Justine  Merritt,  who 
originated  The  Ribbon  project.  Lay  peo¬ 
ple  in  his  congregation  have  made  pan¬ 
els,  and  the  church  hopes  to  send  five 
panels  to  Washington  by  August. 

“The  Ribbon  has  opened  the  door  to 
conversation  about  nuclear  war,"  he 
said.  "I  took  mine  to  work  on  at  district 
meetings  and  annual  conference,  and  it 
always  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  share  my 
vision  for  a  new,  more  peaceful  world.” 

Regardless  of  the  outcome  of  the  Aug. 

4  event  in  Washington,  Mr.  Thaxton  says 
"it  has  already  had  an  effect  by  increas¬ 
ing  our  awareness  of  the  possibility  of 
nuclear  war. 

"It  has  got  to  make  a  difference  be¬ 
cause  everyone  that  has  heard  Mrs.  Mer¬ 
ritt  speak,  and  especially  those  that  have 
made  panels,  have  all  been  encouraged 
to  pray  for  the  people  in  the  Pentagon 
and  the  White  House,"  he  said. 

(Mrs.  Merritt’s  own  panel  has  taken 
over  700  hours  and  includes  the  names  of 
342  people  she  says  "she  couldn’t  bear  to 
think  of  as  being  lost  forever  in  a  nucle¬ 
ar  war.") 

"She  told  us  she  prayed  the  entire  time 
she  stitched  those  names,”  Mr.  Thaxton 
said. 

Two  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Washington  area  are  among  50  churches 
which  will  play  host  to  persons  coming 
for  The  Ribbon  unfurling. 

Washington  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  Metro¬ 
politan  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Washington  will  host  persons  from  West 
Virginia  and  Texas  respectively. 

The  Rev.  Chip  Alridge  of  Washington 
Street  UMC  said  the  50  host  churches 
will  receive  the  panels  in  July  from  the 
persons  they  will  host  and  will  help  as¬ 
semble  the  giant  ribbon  sections. 

The  host  churches,  almost  all  from 
mainline  denominations,  will  serve  as 
hospitality  centers,  he  said. 

The  art  panels  will  be  displayed  at  the 
various  churches  throughout  July,  he 
added.  -SUSAN  CARROLL 


Times  Like  These 
Demand  A  New  Kind 
of  Marriage  Book 


Getting  Ready  for  Marriage 
Revised 

David  R.  Mace 
One  of  the  world’s  leading  authorities  on  marriage 
prepares  couples  for  the  difficult  realities  of 
married  life  in  the  1980s  by  discussing  matrimony 
in  today’s  world,  how  to  plan  for  the  future  together, 
how  to  live  with  sex,  how  to  treat  in-laws  and 
how  to  manage  money. 

Order  today!  Just  $5.95, 
paper,  ISBN  0-687-14136-2 


Marriage  and  Divorce:  What  the  Bible  Says 
James  M.  Efird 

Especially  valuable  for  ministers,  men  and  women 
contemplating  marriage  and  those  who  have 
experienced  divorce,  this  straightforward  examination 
of  biblical  teachings  focuses  on  what  the  Bible 
really  can  show  us  about  marriage  and  divorce 
in  today’s  world. 

Order  today!  Just  $4.95,  paper, 

ISBN  0-687-23619-3 
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Youth  camp  to  glean 
spuds,  study  hunger 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BIG  ISLAND,  Va— The  Potato  Pro¬ 
ject,  the  United  Methodist-related  na¬ 
tional  food  salvage  operation,  is  taking  a 
new  direction. 

With  seed  money  from  the  Virginia 
Annual  Conference,  the  Potato  Project’s 
parent  body,  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew's, 
will  launch  a  pilot  gleaning  program. 
Harvest  of  Hope,  with  a  work-study 
youth  camp  July  21-17. 

The  week-long  program  for  high  school 
youth  at  Camp  Onancock,  the  Virginia 
Council  of  Churches  camp,  will  combine 
one-half  day  of  gleaning  in  nearby  fields 
with  one-half  day  of  intensive  study. 
So  said  United  Methodist  minister  the 
Rev.  Ray  Buchanan,  one  of  three  co¬ 
directors  of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew's. 

The  society  started  two  years  ago  with 
two  families  sharing  a  simple,  alterna¬ 
tive  lifestyle,  including  growing  much  of 
their  own  food.  Co-founders  Mr.  Buchan¬ 
an  and  the  Rev.  Ken  Horne  admit  that 
they  “stumbled  onto”  the  Potato  Project  - 
idea  when  they  discovered  that  large 
amounts  of  food,  particularly  white  po¬ 
tatoes,  are  left  to  waste  in  the  fields  be¬ 
cause  they  do  not  meet  marketing  stan¬ 
dards. 

Sides  of  hunger  to  be  probed 

Participants  in  Harvest  of  Hope  will 
probe  the  many  "sides”  of  hunger.  Mr. 
Buchanan  said,  from  waste  in  the  field  to 
international  aspects,  public  policy,  the 
food  distribution  system  in  the  United 
States,  and  nutrition. 

•  The  idea,"  said  Mr.  Buchanan,  “is  to 
allow  kids  to  have  the  experience  of  sal¬ 
vaging  normally  wasted  food,  to  let 
them  see  at  the  very  start  of  the  food 
system  where  waste  occurs,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  environment  in  which  they  can 
begin  to  make  some  life-style  evalua¬ 
tions.” 

He  pointed  out  that  about  20  percent  of 
food  grown  in  the  United  States  is 
dumped  to  rot  or  is  wasted  in  the  distri¬ 
bution  process. 

The  Harvest  of  Hope  model  is  to  be 
available  for  use  by  churches  across  the 
country,  and  several  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  and  ecumenical 
groups  have  requested  help  with  Harvest 
of  Hope  events,  Mr.  Buchanan  said. 

Gleaning  network  planned 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew’s  plans  to 
develop  a  statewide  gleaning  network 
starting  in  Virginia  and,  eventually,  a 
national  gleaning  network.  Such  a  net¬ 
work.  Mr.  Buchanan  said,  would  match 
information  on  produce  available  for 
gleaning  with  youth  groups  and  other 
volunteers-in-mission  teams  interested 
in  gleaning. 

The  goal,  he  said,  is  to  have  computer 
lists  of  every  grower  willing  to  let 
groups  glean,  of  any  group  willing  to 


glean,  and  of  every  eligible  agency  such 
as  local  or  regional  food  banks  that  can 
use  the  produce. 

“In  nearly  every  annual  conference,” 
Mr.  Buchanan  said,  "there  is  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  foodstuff  that  could  be 
gleaned— citrus  fruit  in  Florida  or  ap¬ 
ples  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  for  exam¬ 
ple.” 

Potato  Project  addresses  the  dual 
problem  of  food  waste  and  hunger.  It 
distributes  otherwise  wasted  potatoes 
and  yams  to  food  banks,  food  kitchens 
and  other  selected  nonprofit  organiza¬ 
tions  which  feed  the  poor  and  hungry  in 
America.  The  project  also  tries,  Mr.  Bu¬ 
chanan  said,  to  sensitize  the  public  to  the 
fact  that:  1)  there  is  world  hunger;  and  2) 
something  can  be  done  about  it. 

The  two-year-old  Potato  Project  was 
begun  in  June  1983  as  a  one-time  region¬ 
al  effort  to  salvage  some  donated  pota¬ 
toes  and  distribute  them  to  the  hungry  in 
Virginia.  It  has  grown  into  a  food  sal¬ 
vage  operation  in  42  states  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia. 

With  its  first  overseas  shipment  of  po¬ 
tatoes  to  the  Dominican  Republic  in  De¬ 
cember  1984,  the  Potato  Project  became 
international. 

The  number  of  growers  participating 
in  the  project  has  grown  mainly  by  word 
of  mouth,  said  Mr.  Buchanan,  increasing 
from  32  in  February  1985  to  45  today. 

For  less  than  four  cents  a  pound  to 
cover  transportation,  labor  and  supplies, 
and  administrative  expenses,  Potato 
Project  salvages  and  distributes  pota¬ 
toes  which  still  have  full  nutritional  val¬ 
ue  but  are  not  marketable.  The  salvaged 
potatoes  are  unmarketable  because  they 
are  too  large,  too  small,  have  been  cut 
during  harvesting,  are  oddly  shaped  or 
have  too  high  sugar  content  to  be  suit¬ 
able  for  making  potato  chips  (see  UMR 
Nov.  8. 1984). 

During  the  first  five-and-6ne-half 
months  of  1985  the  Potato  Project  sal¬ 
vaged  more  than  9.3  million  pounds  of 
potatoes,  exceeding  the  12-month  total 
for  1984  of  8,766,205  pounds. 

Turnips,  apples,  kale  included 

The  project  is  not  limited  to  potatoes 
and  yams.  Of  the  1984  total,  42,546 
pounds  was  cabbage,  kale,  turnips,  pep¬ 
pers,  apples  and  pumpkins.  According  to 
co-director  David  Horne,  the  project  re¬ 
cently  handled  400  cases  of  lettuce  and 
expects  to  ship  carrots  this  fall. 

Food  banks  receive  70  to  75  percent  of 
potatoes  distributed  by  the  Potato  Pro¬ 
ject.  And  demands  on  food  banks  have 
increased  over  700  percent  since  1980, 
say  the  Potato  Project  directors. 

Admitting  that  the  society  had  “just 
stumbled  onto  the  Potato-  Project 
through  the  grace  of  God,”  Mr.  Buchan¬ 
an  said,  “It's  so  much  fun  to  be  associat- 
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Hymn  language 

Group  digs  into  explosive  issue 


WASHINGTON  POST  PHOTO 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.— A  little  girl  helps  sack  part  of  the  49,000  pounds  of 
potatoes  that  the  United  Methodist-related  Potato  Project  delivered  to  First 
Rising  Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church.  The  local  council  of  churches  helped  dis¬ 
tribute  the  potatoes  to  poor  persons  in  the  nation’s  capital. 


ed  with  something  so  much  bigger  than 
you  are.”  Before  they  began  the  Potato 
Project,  he  said,  the  society  tried  “to  do 
everything”  to  help  the  poor  and  accom¬ 
plished  very  little  by  comparison. 

Some  14  United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ences,  Mr.  Horne  said,  have  chosen  the 
society  and  its  Potato  Project  as  a  con¬ 
ference  Advance  Special.  Contributions 
to  the  Advance  can  be.. sent  directly  to 
Society  of  St.  Andrew,  Route  1,  Box  283, 
Big  Island,  VA  24526  or  through  UMCOR 
(United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief) 
National  Division.  All  checks  should  in¬ 


clude  their  Advance  Special  Program 
number  985461-8. 

Churches  can  also  become  Potato  Pro¬ 
ject  Partner  Churches,  pledging  financial 
and  prayer  support.  More  information  is 
available  at  the  same  address. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS— A  subcommittee  of  United 
Methodism’s  Hymnal  Revision  Commit¬ 
tee  began  digging  into  the  admittedly  ex¬ 
plosive  issue  of  language  June  21. 

The  language  subcommittee  agreed  in 
principle  to  propose  guidelines  for  the 
full  committee  so  each  hymn— no  mat¬ 
ter  how  traditional  or  how  big  a  favorite, 
no  matter  how  new  or  exciting— can  be 
tested  before  that  hymn  is  either  put  into 
or  left  out  of  the  new  hymnal. 

The  language  subcommittee  discovered 
exactly  the  same  thing  that  an  inclusive 
language  task  force  learned  during  the 
1981-84  quadrennium,  namely  that  the  go¬ 
ing  gets  toughest  when  “God  talk”  is  the 
topic. 

The  group  agreed  that  in  either  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns  or  in  new  hymns  written  in 
traditional  language,  the  poet’s  original 
language,  including  “Father”  and 
“King”  as  metaphors  for  God,  should  be 
retained  in  most  instances. 

Traditional  hymns  which  will  have  to 
be  screened  carefully  under  this  guide¬ 
line,  subcommittee  members  agreed,  in¬ 
clude  “Come  thou,  almighty  king,” 
“Lead  on,  O  king  eternal,"  and  “Dear 
lord  and  father  of  mankind.” 

The  subcommittee  added  that  substi¬ 
tutes  might  be  used  for  “unnecessarily 
reiterated”  male-gender  pronouns  “he” 
and  "his”  in  reference  to  God. 

Potentially  even  more  explosive,  said 
the  committee's  editor,  the  Rev.  Carlton 
R.  Young,  is  what  language  to  use  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  male  Jesus  of  history  and/or 
the  risen  Christ  of  faith.  The  subcom¬ 
mittee’s  proposed  guideline  says 
changes  in  traditional  hymns  or  new 
hymns  in  traditional  language  regarding 
Jesus  and  Christ  “should  always  be 
informed  by  the  biblical  and  historic  con¬ 
text  or  contexts.” 

Hymns  which  were  mentioned  as 
problemmatic  under  this  guideline  in¬ 
cluded  "He  walks  with  me  and  he  talks 
with  me  ...  ”  "What  a  friend  we  have  in 
Jesus,"  and  even  the  verse  of  Charles 
Wesley’s  most  famous  hymn  beginning 
“He  breaks  the  power  of  cancelled  sin, 
he  sets  the  prisoner  free. . .  ” 

Traditional  hymn  references  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  proved  easiest  for  the  sub¬ 
committee  to  decide  on.  This  guideline 
allows  that  “masculine  forms  of  descrip¬ 
tion  and  address  may  be  retained  and 
combined  with  feminine  and  neuter  pro¬ 
nouns." 

Dealing  at  this  meeting  with  only  the 


Hymn  deadline  July  1 

DALLAS— More  than  1,000  re¬ 
sponses  were  received  during  the  first 
week  to  the  Reporter’s  Question  Box 
survey  regarding  revision  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  hymnal  (see  UMR,  June 
14). 

Deadline  for  responses  is  July  1. 
Responses  should  be  mailed  to  Hym¬ 
nal  Revision,  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275. 


language  of  traditional  hymns,  the  sub¬ 
committee  also  agreed  on  a  guideline  for 
inclusiveness  and  one  for  “message. '  ’ 

“Hymns  should  always  employ  inclu¬ 
sive  forms  of  address  for  persons  within 
the  assembly  and  for  persons/people  in 
the  community  and  the  world,”  the  sub¬ 
committee  agreed.  One  hymn  cited  as 
troublesome  under  this  guideline  is  “Rise 
up,  oh  men  of  God.” 

Substitutions  may  be  permitted,  the 
subcommittee  agreed,  “for  words  which 
may  be  considered  to  express  discrimi¬ 
natory,  racist,  militaristic,  nationalistic, 
exclusive,  anti-Semitic,  superior/infer- 
ior/dominant/subservient  views  of  par¬ 
ticular  people  of  the  church  and  its 
mission  and  ministry.”  But,  added  the 
subcommittee,  these  substitutions  "ought 
not  change  the  essential  ‘message’  of  the 
hymn.” 

Tensions  among  the  seven  subcommittee 
members  and  three  consultants  at  the 
meeting  centered  not  only  on  male  imagery 
for  God  but  also  on  how  to  approach  that 
subject. 

Dr.  Young  defined  it  as  the  difference 
between  "the  18th  century  approach"  in 
traditional  Wesleyan  language  or  "the 
20th  century  approach”  which  sets  out  to 
“get”  certain  language,  particularly 
male-gender  names  or  metaphors,  for 
God. 

He  predicted  that  "the  bulk”  of  what¬ 
ever  new  hymnal  is  presented  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  will  retain  the  tradi¬ 
tional  language. 

The  proposed  language  guidelines  will 
be  perfected  through  the  summer  and 
presented  to  the  full  committee  in  Octo¬ 
ber  for  action.  The  full  committee  has 
accepted  240  hymns  “in  principle"  for 
retention  from  the  current  (1966)  Book  of 
Hymns,  but  it  was  agreed  at  this  meeting 
that  even  they  must  be  reviewed  under 
whatever  language  guidelines  are  finally 
adopted. 


U.S.  churches  had  net  1983  gain 


'  » 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— U.S.  church  member¬ 
ship  increased  by  slightly  less  than 
1  percent  in  1983  to  a  total  of 
140,816,385,  according  to  statistics  issued 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  0.87  percent  gain,  which  virtually 
paralleled  population  growth,  followed  a 
similar  rise  for  the  previous  year. 

As  previously  reported,  however,  1983 
was  just  another  year  of  losses  for  the 


United  Methodist  Church. 

The  1983  figures  for  219  religious 
groups,  the  latest  available,  are  listed  in 
the  1985  edition  of  the  Yearbook  of 
American  and  Canadian  Churches,  edit¬ 
ed  by  NCC  staff  member  Constant  H. 
Jacquet  and  published  this  month  by  Ab¬ 
ingdon  Press  in  Nashville. 

The  295-page  paperback  lists  head¬ 
quarters,  officials,  addresses  and  phone 
numbers  of  most  U.S.  and  Canadian  reli- 


Financial  interest  picks  up 
for  GBGM  missionaries 


Now  your  life 
insurance  premiums 
dorit  nave  to 
be  a  life  sentence. 


Introducing  Maxi  Life.  Our 
newest  generation  of  life 
insurance.  Its  a  policy  that 
not  only  accumulates  value 
at  current  interest  rates,  it 
offers  you  two  attractive 
premium  options. 

With  Option  I,  you  can 
actually  stop  paying  pre- 
miums  out  of  your  pocket. 
That’s  because  in  as  few  as 
six  to  eight  years?  your 
accumulated  earnings  will 
fully  cover  the  cost  of 
premiums. 


Or  you  can  accumulate 
maximum  returns  with 
Option  II.  You  simply  con¬ 
tinue  paying  your  premium 
directly.  And  your  policy  ’s 
accumulated  value  will 
continue  to  earn 
compounded  in¬ 
terest  at  current 
competitive  rates. 

Put  the  earn¬ 
ing  power  of  our 
newest  generation 
of  life  insurance 
on  your  side. 


For  more  details  on 
Maxi  Life,  just  fill  out  and 
mail  the  coupon.  Or  call  us 
toll-free  at  1-800-328-6124, 
ext.  246.  In  Minnesota,  call 
collect  612-927-7131. 
- ! 


Ministers  Life 

Mirdsteis  Life  Building,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55416 
Send  me  more  information  on  Maxi  Life. 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  expressions  of  inter¬ 
est  in  financially  supporting  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionaries 
have  picked  up  recently,  but  firm  commit¬ 
ments  do  not  appear  likely  in  the  next 
few  months,  missions  officials  said  last 
week. 

Budgets  to  pay  national  and  overseas 
missionaries  remain  in  the  same  precar¬ 
ious  financial  position  as  outlined  at  the 
Global  Ministries  board  of  directors  spring 
meeting  in  New  York  City  (see  UMR, 
April  26). 

A  major  part  of  Global  Ministries’ 
base  income  is  committed  to  projects 
and  administration.  This  means  the  mis¬ 
sions  agency  depends  heavily  on  local 
congregations  paying  part  or  all  of  the 
salaries  of  missionaries  through  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  gifts,  officials  said. 

This  kind  of  congregational  support 
has  remained  flat  the  last  three  years 
while  costs  have  gone  up.  During  that 
same  time  the  board  has  indicated  an  in¬ 
terest  in  increasing  its  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years. 

Only  5  percent  of  congregations  have 
financial  covenant  relationships  with 
specific  missionaries,  Global  Ministries 
officials  said. 

The  Global  Ministries  board  voted  this 
spring  to  instruct  all  its  150-plus  direc¬ 
tors  to  encourage  congregations  in  their 
areas  to  choose  a  missionary  to  support 
for  the  first  time  or  to  increase  the 
amount  they  are  giving. 

Edward  Moultrie,  Global  Ministries’ 
executive  secretary  for  missionary  sala¬ 
ry  support,  told  the  Reporter  last  week 
that  he  is  seeing  a  slight  increase  in  the 
amount  of  money  coming  into  his  office 
over  the  same  period  last  year. 

In  addition,  he  said,  a  significantly 
higher  number  of  United  Methodists 
have  been  calling  to  find  out  how  to  form 
a  financial  covenant  with  a  missionary. 

"But  we  haven’t  got  the  acceptance 
forms  back  from  them."  he  said.  Until 
then,  nobody  can  be  certain  increased 
money  is  on  the  way,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame,  pastor  of 
First  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  chair¬ 
man  of  Global  Ministries’  World  Pro¬ 


gram  Division  finance  committee,  said 
most  local  congregations  likely  will  wait 
until  they  approve  budgets  in  the  fall  be¬ 
fore  committing  themselves  to  extra 
missionary  support. 

After  reports  about  the  missionary 
salary  crisis  went  out  in  April,  Dr.  Good- 
game  said  a  high  number  of  persons 
thanked  him  and  the  board  of  directors 
for  adopting  an  unbalanced  budget  for 
next  year.  An  alternative  the  board  con¬ 
sidered  was  to  eliminate  45  missionary 
positions. 

Congregations  must  respond  with  an 
additional  $1  million  in  Advance  Special 
salary  support  (an  increase  of  20  per¬ 
cent)  this  year  for  the  World  Program 
Division  to  break  even,  according  to  the 
board’s  financial  projections. 


gious  denominations  and  ecumenical  and 
cooperative  organizations.  The  book  also 
contains  extensive  data  on  church  mem¬ 
bership  and  giving,  and  includes  sections 
on  seminaries,  church-related  colleges, 
religious  periodicals,  and  service  agen¬ 
cies. 

The  yearbook  reports  that  in  fall  1984, 
women  for  the  first  time  constituted 
more  than  one-fourth  (25.04  percent)  of 
seminarians. 

U.S.  church  bodies  reporting  member¬ 
ship  increases  over  the  previous  year¬ 
book's  figures  included  the  Mennonite 
Church,  8.66  percent;  the  Church  of  God, 
Cleveland,  Tenn.,  6.45  percent;  the  As¬ 
semblies  of  God,  6.04  percent;  the  Chris¬ 
tian  and  Missionary  Aliance,  5.46  percent  ; 
the  Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  4.93  percent; 
and  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  America, 
4.31  percent. 

Showing  smaller  percentage  gains 
were  the  Seventh-day  Adventists,  2.85 
percent;  the  Wesleyan  Church,  2.33  per¬ 
cent;  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene,  1.82 
percent;  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  1.33  percent;  the'  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  2.3  percent; 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  .58  percent; 
the  Episcopal  Church,  .02  percent;  and 
the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod, 
.0005  percent. 

Denominations  showing  losses  includ¬ 
ed  the  Christian  Reformed  Church,  4.61 
percent;  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  2.5  percent;  the  Friends  United 
Meeting,  1.63  percent  and  the  Church  of 
God,  Anderson.  Ind.,  1.35  percent. 


the  church  today 


BMCR  cancels  1985 
national  youth  conference 

ATLANTA  — Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  has  cancelled  its  1985  , 
national  youth  conference  for  lack  of 
registrants. 

A  June  1  letter  from  the  BMCR  na¬ 
tional  office  said  200  registrations  were 
needed  to  me«_t  the  conference  budget 
and  none  had  been  received.  A  similar 
conference  in  1984  had  a  $5,000  deficit, 
according  to  the  BMCR  letter. 

The  letter  indicated  that  a  1986  BMCR 
national  youth  conference  is  anticipated. 

Church  board  disavows 
minister’s  drug  plan 

WASHINGTON  (UMR)— The  adminis¬ 
trative  board  of  Mt.  Vernon  Place  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  passed  a  resolution 
on  June  14  "disassociating”  the  congre¬ 
gation  from  a  recent  statement  by  its 
minister  calling  for  the  "controlled"  le¬ 
galizing  of  narcotics. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Leigh  Gunn  had  an¬ 
nounced  in  May  that  he  would  encourage 
churches,  including  his  own  denomina¬ 
tion,  to  “change  their  position  on  drugs 
and  to  advocate  new  ways  to  take  drugs 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  underworld.” 

Contacted  by  the  Reporter,  Mr.  Gunn 
described  his  church  board’s  action  “an 


internal  matter”  that  was  not  passed 
unanimously.  He  said  the  meeting  at 
which  the  resolution  was  passed  was  not 
“acrimonious  or  vindictive”  and  that  it 
had  never  been  his  intention  to  represent 
the  views  of  his  congregation  in  his  pro¬ 
posal  to  legalize  certain  drugs. 

Mr.  Gunn  said  he  said  he  has  no  plans 
to  respond  formally  to  the  board's  ac¬ 
tion.  He  added,  however,  that  the  board’s 
disavowal  of  his  statement  will  not  stop 
him  from  urging  church  officials  to  give 
his  proposal  serious  consideration. 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  DCE  WITH  EMPHASIS  on  children  and 
youth  programs  for  a  500  member  church.  Salary 
negotiable.  Deadline  July  15.  TSUMC.  Box  89,  La 
Grange.  TX  78945. 


4300  MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKS  a  director  of 
Children  and  Family  Ministries.  Submit  resume 
with  picture  to:  Dr.  Jimmy  S.  Jones,  142  E.  Jack- 
son  Street,  Orlando.  Florida  32801 


MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINIS¬ 
TRIES.  at  least  5  years  experience  leading  suc¬ 
cessful  choir  programs,  to  develop  and  lead 
multiple  choir  program.  12  thousand  plus  mem¬ 
bership  downtown  metropolitan  church.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to  SEARCH  COMMITTEE,  1st  UMC,  1320 
Main.  Houston.  Texas  77002.  Deadline  July  15. 


POSITION  OPEN:  JURISDICTIONAL  COORDI¬ 
NATOR.  Volunteers  In  Mission,  partime  employ¬ 
ment,  experience  as  missionary  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable  August  1,  1985  deadline  for  receiving 
applications.  Contact  S.  Duane  Bruce  for  applica 
tions.  6155  Samuell  Blvd  ,  Dallas.  TX  75228,  tele- 
phone  214-321-7077. _ 
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Women  in  Asia: 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Higher  education  re¬ 
mains  one  of  the  premier  contributions 
of  the  American  missionary  movement 
of  the  past  100  years.  And  the  radical  in¬ 
stincts  of  that  effort  are  nowhere  more 
apparent  than  in  the  founding  of  dozens 
of  Christian  colleges  and  universities  for 
women  overseas  at  a  time  when  women 
were  little  valued  in  their  own  cultures. 

Yet  those  colleges  inevitably  reflect 
the  social  realities  of  their  environ¬ 
ments.  While  offering  solid  education, 
the  programs  often  were  used  to  provide 
the  polish  young  women  needed  to  be 
more  attractive  marriage  partners.  Like 
many  of  their  counterparts  in  the  United 
States,  the  institutions  functioned  as 
“finishing  schools.” 

But  just  as  those  realities  have  begun 
to  shift  in  the  United  States,  so,  too,  has 
the  landscape  changed  abroad. 

Women’s  centers  started 

Ten  years  ago,  the  presidents  of  eight 
Asian  Christian  women’s  colleges,  meet¬ 
ing  in  Beirut,  Lebanon,  decided  to  pool 
their  funds  from  Church  Women  United’s 
annual  World  Day  of  Prayer  offering 
and  inaugurate  women’s  centers  at  each 
of  the  schools.  Research,  courses,  service 
projects,  all  were  part  of  the  original  vi¬ 
sion. 

The  umbrella  organization  which  was 
to  coordinate  their  efforts  emerged  as 
the  Asian  Women’s  Institute.  Dr.  Eva 
Shipstone,  the  distinguished  former  pres¬ 
ident  of  Isabella  Thoburn  College  in 
Lucknow,  India,  was  called  out  of  retire¬ 
ment  to  oversee  the  work. 

The  accomplishments  of  the  past  de¬ 
cade  were  discussed  with  Religious 
News  Service  by  Dr.  Mira  Phailbus, 
principal  of  Kinnaird  College  for  Women 
in  Lahore,  Pakistan.  She  has  served  as 


president  of  the  institute  for  the  entire  10 
years. 

Striking  in  her  sari,  charismatic  in  a 
culture  where  Christians  and  women  do 
not  have  built-in  acceptance,  Dr.  Phail¬ 
bus  believes  the  centers  in  the  13  col¬ 
leges  which  participate  have  made 
significant  contributions  not  only  to  the 
colleges  but  also  to  Asian  culture,  in  gen¬ 
eral. 

An  early  cooperative  venture  of  the 
Asian  Women’s  Institute  was  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  career  counseling  programs 
and  materials  to  assist  students  and  fac¬ 
ulty  alike  in  gearing  up  for  new  opportu¬ 
nities  for  women.  With  the  help  of  a 
team  from  Wellesley  College,  the  schools 
set  up  placement  centers  and  pooled 
their  experiences  for  a  set  of  books  on 
the  subject.  The  volumes  have  just  been 
published  by  Maryknoll  Foundation  Col¬ 
lege  in  Manila,  the  Philippines,  and  are 
ready  for  translation  into  Korean  and 
Japanese.  Their  utility  is  expected  to  be 
recognized  far  beyond  the  member  cam¬ 
puses. 

Continuing  education  offered 

Another  area  of  need  was  continuing 
education  — alumnae  whose  children 
were  grown,  women  widowed  or  divorced 
—  for  those  whose  world  has  changed 
since  their  undergraduate  days.  Courses 
ranging  from  how  to  run  a  kindergarten 
to  how  to  run  a  travel  agency  have  sprung 
up. 

According  to  Dr.  Phailbus,  career  op¬ 
portunities  for  Asian  women  have  bur¬ 
geoned  during  this  period,  which 
coincides  with  the  United  Nations’  De¬ 
cade  for  Women.  She  estimates  that  only 
10  percent  of  their  graduates  used  to 
pursue  careers;  now  that  figure  is  near 
50  percent. 

A  key  element  in  the  work  of  the  cen¬ 
ters  is  research.  Dr.  Phailbus  said  that 


«  a 

Dear  Deborah 

Why  do  I  find  it  so  difficult 
to  say  openly  4I’m  sorry’? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  just  had  a  devastating  argu¬ 
ment  with  my  daughter  which  ended 
with  her  accusing  me  of  always  putting 
my  own  guilt  on  others.  She  said,  "I  have 
never  once  heard  you  say  ‘I’m  sorry’  but 
you  always  make  us  say  it.”  The  devas¬ 
tating  part  is  that  she  is  right!  And, 
worse,  I  still  could  not  bring  myself  to 
admit  this  to  her. 

Why  is  it  so  difficult  for  some  people 
to  say  they  are  sorry,  or  admit  they  are 
in  any  way  responsible  for  anything  that 
goes  wrong?  I  always  have  worked  very 
hard  at  doing  everything  the  right  way, 
whether  it  is  keeping  house,  running  a 
committee  meeting,  teaching  school, 
particularly  following  the  rules  in  rais¬ 
ing  my  children.  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have 
done  any  of  these  things  in  the  wrong 
way  or  had  bad  intentions.  Why  should  I 
feel  guilty? 

What  I  am  saying  is  that  I  don’t  feel 
sorry  or  guilty  and  that  is  why  I  am  not 
going  to  accept  what  she  is  saying.  How 
can  I  change  her  mind? 

Mabel 

Dear  Mabel: 

You  are  not  going  to  change  how 
your  daughter  feels.  She  has  been 
honest  with  you:  now  it  is  your  turn 
to  be  honest  with  yourself. 

You  are  one  of  those  fortunate 
ones  capable  and  able  to  keep  on 
top  of  the  mechanics  of  living.  Too 
often  such  persons  fail  in  the  intan¬ 
gibles.  those  aspects  of  life  that  can¬ 


not  be  put  on  lists  and  checked  off 
as  “done"  right.  The  perfectionist 
often  stands  over  against  the  major¬ 
ity  of  us  who  blunder  along  much  of 
the  time.  The  perfectionist  tends  to 
be  judgmental  (although  the  Chris¬ 
tian  perfectionist  probably  would 
not  allow  herself  to  say  anything 
judgmental  to  anyone  outside  her 
family),  tends  to  withhold  love  when 
others  fail  and  tends  to  be  isolation¬ 
ist  in  relationships.  After  all,  rela¬ 
tionships  and  people  can  be  messy. 

Can  it  be  that  you  are  in  any  way 
this  kind  of  person?  Ar&you  able  to 
look  at  yourself  as  objectively  as 
you  look  at  a  soiled  oven  that  needs 
cleaning  out? 

Perhaps  your  pride  in  your  ability . 
to  do  everything  right  will  prevent 
you  from  seeking  the  opinion  of 
someone  else  in  this  matter.  It  is 
worth  the  effort.  The  day  may  come 
in  the  inevitable  process  of  aging 
when  you  can  not  deliver  perfection 
as  is  your  custom.  Then  the  intangi¬ 
bles  will  rule.  My  prayers  are  with 
you  as  you  face  this  personal  and  in¬ 
ner  challenge. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Da  V inei  depicts  St.  Jerome 


VATICAN  CITY — St.  Jerome,  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci  (1452-1515),  Italian,  is 
part  of  the  “Papacy  and  Art"  exhibition  that  toured  the  U.S.  in  1983  on  loan 
from  Vatican  museums.  It  is  a  panel  painting,  40x29. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Church-related  centers  help 
advance  standing  in  cultures 


when  the  centers  started,  they  discov¬ 
ered  that  there  was  virtually  no  research 
on  Asian  women  done  by  Asian  women. 
The  centers  have  encouraged  their  stu¬ 
dents  to  do  research  alongside  the  more 
sophisticated  efforts  of  professionals  in 
the  field.  Kinnaird  College  was  chosen 
by  the  Pakistani  government  to  conduct 
research  on  the  image  of  women  in  the 
media. 

The  focus  of  the  centers  differs  from 
one  culture  to  another.  The  more  aca¬ 
demic  approaches  in  Korea  and  Japan 
stand  in  some  contrast  to  programs  in 
the  Indian  colleges,  for  example,  which 
include  literacy  work  among  women  in 
remote  villages.  Yet  the  contrasts  are 
equally  evident  in  reverse.  The  colleges 
in  Japan  and  Lebanon  have  male  presi¬ 
dents,  while  the  others  are  long  since  in 
the  hands  of  women  administrators.  And 
initially,  even  the  women’s  center  at  To¬ 
kyo  Women’s  Christian  University  was 
headed  by  a  man. 

Dr.  Phailbus’  perception  of  the  focus 
of  the  Japanese  programs  really  defines 
the  thrust  of  the  whole  movement— to 
help  women  have  an  identity  of  their 
own.  She  says  of  her  own  goal  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  educator,  “We’re  trying  to  help  the 
women  find  something  in  themselves 
that  is  worthwhile.  If  during  those  four 
years  we  can  teach  them  to  think  inde¬ 
pendently,  then  they  are  better  able  to 
sort  through  the  options  newly  available 


Rural  England 
church  found 
dying  on  vine 

From  Religious  News  Service 
LONDON— Anglicanism  is  dying  in 
rural  England,  according  to  a  report 
prepared  by  a  rural  vicar  who  is  a  re¬ 
search  sociologist. 

The  report,  entitled  "Rural  Angli¬ 
canism,"  was  written  by  Dr.  Leslie 
Francis.  He  found  that  since  1960, 
baptisms  in  rural  parishes  declined 
by  50  percent,  confirmations  fell  by 
two-thirds,  and  25  percent  of  rural 
church  services  are  attended  by  few¬ 
er  than  10  worshipers. 

The  report  focuses  on  a  typical  ru¬ 
ral  deanery,  a  cluster  of  21  county 
parishes.  Dr.  Francis’  research  team 
attended  all  24  services  in  the  dean¬ 
ery  on  one  Sunday  and  found  that  six 
of  them  had  more  than  20  worshipers, 
nine  had  a  congregation  of  between 
six  and  nine  persons,  and  six  had  five 
or  fewer  present.  Two-thirds  of  the 
congregants  were  women  in  their  60s, 
and  fewer  than  four  had  even  one 
worshiper  under  30. 


to  them. . . .  And  the  important  thing  is  to 
touch  their  lives  in  a  way  that  they  are 
not  just  concerned  for  themselves  but  for 
someone  else,” 

Politics  is  a  factor 

Politics  is  a  constant  in  this  arena, 
though,  so  far,  Damavand  College  in  Te¬ 
heran,  Iran,  is  the  only  casualty.  The 
women’s  center  at  Beirut  University 
College  remained  open  to  meet  the  needs 
of  women  in  the  area,  even  when  the  col¬ 
lege  closed  for  a  brief  time  during  the 
recent  war. 

From  the  beginning,  peace  seminars 
have  graced  the  agenda  of  the  Asian 
Women’s  Institute,  and  more  recently 
the  students  of  south  India  made  candles 
to  sell  for  the  benefit  of  relief  efforts. 
The  latest  program  is  a  10th  anniversary 
student  exchange  due  to  get  underway  in 
September. 

“Our  hope,"  said  Dr.  Phailbus,  “is  that 
these  women  will  come  back  as  young 
leaders  ready  to  meet  the  challenges  of 
the  21st  century.” 

Participating  colleges  are: 

India:  Isabella  Thoburn  College,  St. 
Christopher’s  College  of  Education, 
Women’s  Christian  College,  Madras;  Hawa- 
bagh  College. 

Japan:  Tokyo  Women’s  Christian  Uni¬ 
versity,  Kobe  College. 

Korea:  Ewha  Women’s  University, 
Seoul  Women’s  University. 

Lebanon:  Beirut  University  College. 

Pakistan:  Kinnaird  College  for  Wom¬ 
en. 

Philippines:  Harris  Memorial  College, 
Silliman  University,  Northern  Christian 
College. 

Pastoral  letter 
splits  Catholics 

From  Religious  News  Service 

COLLEGEVILLE,  Minn. -The  first 
draft  of  a  proposed  pastoral  letter  on  the 
Catholic  Church  and  higher  education 
ran  into  a  “buzzsaw”  at  the  spring  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  National  Conference  of  Catho¬ 
lic  Bishops. 

Bishop  James  Malone,  conference 
president,  said  it  was  clear  that  the  bish¬ 
ops  wanted  a  radical  revision  and  refo¬ 
cusing  of  the  document,  entitled,  "The 
Quest  for  Wisdom:  The  Church  in  Dia¬ 
logue  with  Higher  Education.”  They  also 
want  it  divided  into  two  main  sections— 
the  church  in  dialogue  with  higher  edu¬ 
cation,  and  the  church  on  campus. 

The  introduction  says  that  the  church 
and  higher  education  are  natural  part¬ 
ners  in  the  quest  for  wisdom.  “Unfortu¬ 
nately,”  it  says,  “in  the  modern  world 
both  sides  have  failed  at  times  to  recog¬ 
nize  and  respect  that  bond.” 


Book  Review 

Author  gives  absorbing 
view  of  humanity  of  Jesus 


"Understanding  the  Human  Jesus:  A 
Journey  in  Scripture  and  Imagination,” 
by  Andrew  Canale;  Paulist  Press,  New 
York,  1985.  $7.95  (paper).  204  pages. 

By  JEFFREY  GROS 

An  absorbing  treatment  of  the  life, 
death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ, 
this  book  will  enliven  the  faith  of  anyone 
who  takes  the  time  for  reflection  on  it, 
whether  inspiration  is  sought  for  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching  or  for  individual  devo¬ 
tions. 

The  author’s  background  in  psycholo¬ 
gy  and  his  dramatic  imagination  lend  vi¬ 
tality  to  this  refreshing  look  at  Jesus.  His 
training  as  a  Jungian  therapist  and  his 
wide  reading  in  biblical  scholarship  in¬ 
form  his  writing  but  do  not  intrude  into 
the  text.  Indeed  the  author’s  gifts  are  the 
ability  to  bring  alive  the  humanity  of  Je¬ 
sus,  allowing  His  personal  impact  and 
human  struggle  to  be  seen. 

Canale’s  ability  to  retell  a  story,  with 
full  accuracy  to  the  human  sciences  on 
the  one  hand  and  serious  biblical  re¬ 


search  on  the  other,  adds  to  the  dramatic 
character  of  his  presentation.  For  that 
reason,  the  feeling  tone  of  the  book  is 
high  as  is  the  author's  enthusiasm  for  a 
living  faith  in  Jesus.  The  author’s  own 
personal  experience  as  a  faithful  seeker 
fills  the  book  with  intimacy  and  credibil¬ 
ity. 

The  author  deals  with  such  themes  as 
Jesus  the  person,  story  teller,  teacher 
and  healer;  the  emotions  of  intimacy,  an¬ 
ger  and  courage;  and  gives  a  careful 
treatment  of  the  impact  on  the  believer 
of  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus. 

The  role  of  religion  is  often  confined  to 
the  personal  life  on  the  one  hand  or  to 
the  public  arena  on  the  other  hand. 
Dr.  Canale,  however,  pulls  together  the 
wholeness  that  seems  inherent  in  the  Je¬ 
sus  of  history  as  He  lives  through  the 
faith  of  those  who  encounter  Him  in  His 
vital  living  person. 

Jeffery  Gros  is  a  Catholic  priest  and 
director  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and 
Order,  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  USA. 


History  ofHym  ns 

Ten  stanzas  expressive 
of  adoration  toward  God 


O  thou  in  whose  presence  my  soul 
takes  delight, 

On  whom  in  affliction  I  call. 

My  comfort  by  day  and  my  song 
in  the  night. 

My  hope,  my  salvation,  my  all. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

A  young  Baptist  minister,  Joseph 
Swain,  wrote  the  hymn  when  he  was  30. 
Born  in  Birmingham,  England,  he  was 
orphaned  at  an  early  age  and  was  ap¬ 
prenticed  to  an  engraver. 

His  conversion  came  about  through  his 
reading  of  Scripture,  and  he  immediate¬ 
ly  began  to  give  expression  to  his  new¬ 
found  joy  as  a  Christian. 

He  joined  Carter  Lane  Baptist  Church 
in  Southwark  and  helped  establish  a  mis¬ 
sion  that  became  a  church  at  Walworth, 
a  section  of  London.  Ordained  in  1792,  he 
pastored  the  Walworth  church  faithfully 
until  his  untimely  death  in  1796,  at  age 
35. 

In  the  ten  stanzas  of  the  hymn  Swain 
expressed  his  joy  and  his  adoration  of 
God.  He  specifically  mentioned  the 
voice,  the  breath,  the  lips,  the  smiles,  the 
looks,  the  eyes,  and  the  words  of  Jesus 


Christ. 

In  one  stanza  Swain  compares  the 
voice  of  Jesus  to  the  sweet  sound  of  a 
dulcimer,  a  stringed  instrument. 

His  voice  as  the  sound  of  a 
dulcimer  sweet 

Is  heard  through  the  shadow 
of  death. 

While  the  hymn  came  from  England, 
the  hymn  tune  is  of  American  origin.  It 
has  the  feel  of  an  American  folk  hymn  of 
the  early  19th  century.  Credited  to  Free¬ 
man  Lewis,  the  tune  appeared  in  a  tune- 
book  compiled  by  John  Wyeth  in  1813. 

Wyeth,  appointed  postmaster  in  Har¬ 
risburg,  Pennsylvania,  by  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  saw  the  need  for  music  books  and 
became  a  successful  publisher.  His  mar¬ 
riage  of  Lewis’  tune  and  Swain's  hymn 
reflected  excellent  judgment,  and  our 
hymnals  today  bear  witness  to  this  fact. 

A  surveyor  by  profession,  Lewis  lived 
at  Uniontown,  a  village  in  southwest 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  well-known  for  his 
musical  talents  and  composed  a  number 
of  hymn  tunes.  Only  this  one  remains  to 
bear  his  name. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

'  Praise .  My  Soul,  the  King  of  Heaven" 
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A  woman  in  India  works  with  others  in  her  community  to  build  a  dam  that 
will  enable  them  to  store  precious  irrigation  water.  Rights  for  all  women  are 
among  the  major  issues  covered  by  centers  at  many  universities  throughout 
Asia,  including  India  (see  related  story). 


German  wants  church 
to  form  peace  council 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Kirchentag  is  a 
huge  Christian  gathering  held  every 
two  years  in  West  Germany.  The  five- 
day  event  centers  on  discussion  of  the 
significance  of  the  Gospel  for  our 
times.  This  year’s  gathering  was  the 
largest  in  its  42-year  history,  with 
130,000  attending. 

By  WILLIAM  E.  DOWNEY 
Religious  News  Service 
DUSSELDORF,  West  Germany —A 
call  for  a  world  Christian  Council  on 
the  theme  of  world  peace  was  issued  at 
the  21st  Protestant  Kirchentag  by  the 
well-known  German  physicist  Carl 
Friedrich  von  Weizsaecker. 

The  call  was  the  high  point  of  numer¬ 
ous  lectures  and  discussions  on  world 
peace  during  the  recent  Kirchentag 
held  in  this  West  German  city. 

Although  the  peace  theme  was  cen¬ 
tral  in  this  year’s  Kirchentag,  the  Prot¬ 
estant  peace  movement  found  modest 
participation  in  the  events  it  had  planned 
on  the  fringes  of  the  mass  event. 

Chaplains  go  on  offensive 

This  year,  the  military  chaplaincy,  a 
center  of  controversy  at  previous  Kir- 
chentags,  went  on  the  offensive  with  a 
“rainbow  campaign”  explaining  how  it 
understands  the  peace  issue.  The  coun¬ 
cil  proposal  came  during  a  forum  on 
peace. 

“We  ask  the  churches  of  the  world  to 
call  a  Council  of  Peace.  Peace  is  in  our 
day  the  condition  for  human  survival. 

It  is  not  secure.  In  an  ecumenical  coun¬ 
cil  for  the  sake  of  peace,  the  churches 
must  speak  a  word  together  that  man¬ 
kind  cannot  ignore,”  declared  Mr.  von 
Weizsaecker  in  a  call  he  distributed  to 
12,000  attending  the  forum. 

He  explained  that  the  Christian 
church  has  always  called  councils  when 
central  questions  of  her  life  and  faith  be¬ 
came  controversial,  adding  that  peace 
has  become  such  an  issue.  He  estimated 
that  a  council  could  begin  in  two  years 
and  take  one  year  to  do  its  work. 

The  well-known  scientist  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Eastern  Orthodox  churches  could  find 
a  way  to  take  part  in  the  council  but  in¬ 
dicated  that  even  without  them,  the 
council  should  be  held. 

The  proposal  was  greeted  with  long 
applause  and  welcomed  by  other  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  forum,  who  included  church 
leaders  from  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  Holand  and  Britain  and  from 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Atomic  weapons  targeted 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
12,000  voted  to  endorse  a  “Duessel- 
dorfer  Thesis”  that  the  production,  sta¬ 
tioning  and  threatened  use  of  atomic 
weapons  cannot  be  reconciled  with  the 
Christian  faith.  This  was  one  of  several 
theses  set  forth  by  the  Protestant  peace 
movement. 

Mr.  von  Weizsaecker  spoke  against 
the  thesis,  declaring  that  its  language  de¬ 
nies  the  right  to  be  Christians  to  those 
who  still  see  nuclear  deterrent  as  a  pos¬ 
sibility. 

Vigils  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
three  largest  German  banks  and  a  de¬ 
fense  producer,  organized  by  the  Prot¬ 
estant  peace  movement,  were  sparsely 
attended  and  the  peace  rally  brought 
out  only  20,000,  in  contrast  to  100,000  in 
previous  years. 

In  other  sections  of  its  Duesseldorfer 
Thesis  the  peace  movement  had  called 
on  churches  to  reject  military  service 
as  an  option  for  Christians  and  to  elim¬ 
inate  the  military  chaplaincy  as  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  the  military. 

The  campaign  of  the  military  chap¬ 
laincy  seemed  to  be  an  answer  to  these 
proposals.  Tens  of  thousands  of  attrac¬ 
tively  printed  fliers  with  a  rainbow  were 
distributed,  and  those  who  were  interest¬ 
ed  received  a  button  with  a  similar  sym¬ 
bol. 

Many  of  the  military  chaplaincy  bro¬ 
chures  were  distributed  by  soldiers  of 
the  German  Army  in  uniform,  who 
made  up  a  substantial  number  of  the 
Kirchentag  participants. 

They  had  volunteered  to  go  in  uni¬ 
form  and  speak  with  others  about  their 
understanding  of  being  a  Christian  in 
the  military.  Like  most  civil  servants 


in  West  Germany,  they  received  spe¬ 
cial  time  off  to  attend  Kirchentag. 

The  military  chaplaincy,  Army  War 
College  in  Hamburg,  and  two  congre¬ 
gations  serving  soldiers  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  had  stands  in  the  so-called  "Mar¬ 
ketplace  of  Possibilities,”  and  much  of 
the  discussion  with  uniformed  soldiers 
took  place  there. 

These  groups  received  many  signa¬ 
tures  to  a  statement  that  said  that, 
under  present  world  conditions,  a 
military  is  necessary  to  insure  peace. 
The  assertion  of  the  peace  groups  that 
alternate  service  is  the  only  clear 
Christian  witness  in  our  day  is  rejected 
in  the  statement,  as  is  the  call  for  the 
replacement  of  the  present  chaplaincy 
with  a  church-sponsored  system. 

Daily  relevance  stressed 
The  Kirchentag  leadership  attribut¬ 
ed  an  especially  serious  mood  of  this 
year’s  event  partly  to  the  fact  that  the 
stress  on  the  relevance  of  the  Christian 
faith  for  daily  life,  always  a  goal  of  a 
Kirchentag,  succeeded  especially  well. 

Bible  study  which  opens  each  Kir¬ 
chentag  day  was  better  integrated  into 
the  various  forums. 

This  emphasis,  especially  where  po¬ 
litical  questions  were  concerned,  caused 
one  group  of  evangelicals  to  boycott 
the  Kirchentag  again  this  year.  For  the 
first  time,  they  scheduled  their  counter 
event,  “Church  Days  Under  God’s  Word,” 
during  the  Kirchentag. 

Kirchentag  leaders  took  delight  in 
pointing  out  that  12  of  the  30  special 
trains,  which  brought  a  quarter  of  the 
participants,  came  from  the  areas 
around  Stuttgart,  where  the  separatist 
evangelical  event  was  taking  place. 

The  Christian  faith  robbed  of  its  po¬ 
litical  dimensions  is  “Christianity  for 
the  bedroom,”  declared  the  Rev.  Hein¬ 
rich  Albertz,  a  retired  pastor  who  is 
also  former  Social  Democratic  mayor 
of  West  Berlin. 

The  former  mayor  rejoiced  that  the 
40th  anniversary  of  the  end  of  World 
War  II  has  brought  new  appreciation 
for  the  suffering  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  fact  that  it  was  not  only  Ameri¬ 
can,  British  and  French,  but  also  Soviet 
armies  who  freed  Germans  from  the 
Hitler  dictatorship. 

Workshops  integrated  into  various 
themes  were  a  new  feature  of  this 
year’s  Kirchentag  and  were  well  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  participants  who  again 
this  year  were  overwhelmingly  young. 
Only  25  percent  were  older  than  30. 

Capitalism  criticized 

In  the  Latin  American  Forum,  one  of 
several  held  as  part  of  Kirchentag,  two 
theologians  declared  that  capitalism  is 
incompatible  with  Christianity. 

"You  cannot  be  a  Christian  and  at 
the  same  time  a  capitalist;  as  Jesus 
stressed,  you  cannot  serve  two  mas¬ 
ters,  God  and  mammon,”  said  the  Rev. 
Julia  Esquivel,  a  Protestant  minister 
from  Guatemala,  now  living  in  exile  in 
Switzerland,  adding: 

"We  Latin  Americans  find  it  depress¬ 
ing  that  so  many  Christians  in  Western 
Europe  and  North  America  are  able  to 
bring  the  capitalist  system  together 
with  their  Christian  faith.” 

The  Rev.  Norbert  Amtz,  a  West  Ger¬ 
man  Roman  Catholic  priest  working  in 
Peru,  called  Christianity  as  it  is  usually 
found  in  West  Europe  and  North  America 
"an  opiate  of  the  rich,”  making  it  difficult 
or  impossible  for  them  to  see  what  capi¬ 
talism  is  doing  to  places  like  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica. 

The  condemnation  of  capitalism 
came  during  the  opening  Bible  study  of 
the  all-day  Latin  American  Forum 
which  has  become  an  established  part 
of  the  biennial  Kirchentag.  There  has 
been  criticism,  repeated  this  year,  that 
the  forum  is  one-sided,  stressing  the  po¬ 
sition  of  the  present  government  in 
Nicaragua  and  of  Latin  American  left¬ 
ists,  many  of  them  living  in  exile  in 
Western  Europe. 

Therefore  it  was  considered  signifi¬ 
cant  that  a  member  of  the  Kirchentag 
Presidium,  Ms.  Elke  Brandes,  opened 
the  forum  and  declared  that  it  has  the 
full  support  of  this  Kirchentag  leader¬ 
ship  group. 
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Dr.  Bentley  Sloane,  in  whose  honor  the  Bentley  Sloane  Award  in  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  was  inaugurated,  talks  with  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Underwood. 


1985  Annual  Conference  Achievements 


The  1985  Annual  Conference  in  session  at  Centenary  Gold  Dome. 


Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  newly  elected  President  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
presents  check  to  Bishop  Underwood  from  the  Methodist  Publishing  House  for  the 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions. 


Munholland  UMC  Confirmation  Class 


The  Confirmation  Class  of  Munholland 
UMC,  pictured  above,  was  confirmed 
June  2,  1985.  Of  the  26  participants,  five 
were  baptized.  The  members  of  this 
class  are:  Guy  Bacon,  David  Beach, 
Christian  Chamberlain,  Christian  Cun- 
diff,  Toby  Dempsey,  Danielle  Dougherty, 
JJavid  Duggins,  Scott  Duggins,  Abby 
^Parris,  Rachel  Gradwohl.  Tiffany  Harsh. 


Shane  Householder,  Meredith  Howard, 
Clay  Hufft,  Brad  Humphreys,  John  Hum¬ 
phreys,  Chris  Loewe,  Joey  Mince,  Trey 
Nobles.  Corinne  Perez,  Addison  Petit- 
pain,  Richard  Price  III,  Laurie  Ross- 
bach,  Sean  Samuel,  Angelique  Stein, 
Barbara  Sutton.  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
is  the  Senior  Minister. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  had  much 
to  celebrate  when  it  met  in  Sheveport 
the  first  week  in  June.  A  capsule  of  the 
achievements  for  the  year  reveal  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

1. )  celebrated  the  formation  of  287 
new  church  school  classes  and  inaugu¬ 
rated  the  Bentley  Sloane  Award  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education. 

2. )  raised  the  annuity  rate  from  $200 
to  $215  per  service  year  and  the  surviv¬ 
ing  spouse  percentage  from  70  to  75  per¬ 
cent  without  an  apportionment  increase 
to  the  local  churches. 

3. )  announced  the  establishment  of  a 
bi-racial  Inner-city  probe  Cooperative 
Parish  Ministry  in  New  Orleans  with  bi- 
racial  ministerial  leadership. 

4. )  ordained  nine  deacons  and  five  el¬ 
ders  and  saw  12  ministers  with  a  total  of 
411  years  of  service  retire. 

5. )  paid  100  percent  on  World  Service 
and  Conference  Benevolences  for  the 


sixth  consecutive  year  and  98.22  percent 
for  all  general  church  apportionments. 

6.)  passed  all  three  constitutional 
amendments. 

7.)  approved  the  action  of  the  episco¬ 
pal  residence  committee  to  begin  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  residence  to  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

8. )  approved  a  special  session  of  the 
conference  sometime  during  the  fall  to 
act  on  plans  for  a  conference  retreat 
center. 

9. )  announced  the  establishment  of  a 
statewide  “hotline”  by  the  legislative  li¬ 
aison  committee  using  250  volunteers. 

10. )  held  a  “Centenary  College  Night" 
and  presented  15  scholarships  to  new 
Centenary  students. 

11. )  was  inspired  with  four  sermons  by 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Goodson  and  three 
morning  devotionals  led  by  clergywo- 
men.  Membership  stands  at  138,108, 
down  346. 


Louisiana  Methodists 
on  Radio  and  TV 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles:  9:30-10  a.m.  on  Sundays  on  Channel  29  and  in  May 
on  cable  channel  6.  It  is  a  program  of  music  and  preaching. 

First  UMC,  Minden:  10:50  a.m.  worship  service  telecast  live  each  Sunday  on 
local  cable. 

First  UMC,  Shreveport:  11:00  a.m.  worship  service  is  telecast  on  KSLA-TV, 
channel  12,  and  Cablevision  channel  20  or  21  and  on  KWKH-AM. 

Lakeview  UMC,  Minden:  Will  soon  initiate  the  “Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Hour,”  which  will  begin  with  the  Adult  Church  School  Lessons,  produced  by  the 
Conference,  and  followed  with  either  the  talk  shows  provided  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  or  the  “Louisiana  Methodist  Magazine,”  if  it  is 
in  production.  The  same  tape  will  be  shown  on  Channel  12,  Wednesday  noon 
and  Fridays  at  5:00  p.m. 

FUMC,  Colombia:  Airs  on  radio  6  times  a  week.  Monday-Friday  at  11:30 
a.m.,  on  KCTO  FM  103,  and  Sunday  at  8:30  a.m.,  broadcast  of  the  previous 
Sunday’s  message  is  aired  on  KCTO  1540  AM.  At  9:30  a.m.  on  Sundays  the 
message  is  aired  on  KCTO  FM  103. 

Asbvry  UMC,  Lafayette:  has  a  TV  program  every  Sunday  morning  at  9:00 

а. m.  on  KATC  Channel  3  in  Lafayette.  Tapes  are  available  at  Asbury,  for  each 
Sunday. 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport  is  using  more  than  one  medium  to  reach 
viewers:  a)  The  TV  Magazine  program  titled,  “Reflections”  airs  weekly  on 
Tuesdays  from  9:30-10:00  a.m.  on  The  Community  Access  Channel,  Cablevision 

б.  Its  market  is  Shreveport,  Bossier  City,  and  New  Orleans.  They  also  advertise 
on  TV,  Radio  and  Billboards,  b)  A  live  broadcast  on  KTVS  Channel  3,  an  ABC 
affiliate,  3  months  of  each  year.  This  year’s  quarter  includes  March,  April  and 
May.  The  program  airs  every  Sunday  from  11:00  a.m.  until  12:00  a.m.  c)  A  30 
minute  edited  version  of  Sunday’s  service  is  aired  on  Cablevision  Channel  6, 
The  Community  Access  Channel,  every  Wednesday  night  at  9:30  p.m. 

Newman  UMC,  Alexandria,  is  on  radio  KBCE-FM  (102)  each  Sunday  Morn¬ 
ing  from  10:30  to  11:00  a.m.  The  program  includes  preaching,  music  and 
special  programs.  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  is  the  pastor. 

FUMC,  Berwick,  has  a  15  minute  taped  spot  each  Sunday  at  9:30  a.m.  over 
radio  KQKO-FM  (93.5).  Occasionally  the  10:30  morning  service  is  aired.  Rev. 
James  Mitchell  is  the  pastor. 

Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  airs  each  Sunday  morning  at  6:30  a.m.  on  WAFB 
TV  Channel  9,  a  CBS  affiliate.  The  program  is  a  30  minute  worship  service  led 
by  the  pastor,  Dr.  Leonard  L.  Haynes  Sr. 


Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  Conference  Preacher,  visits  with  Rev.  John  Koele- 
may. 


Retired  ministers  and  spouses  wait  for  their  time  to  make  final  speech  to  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates. 


Ruston  District  Music  Workshop  Success 


Don  Krehbiel,  Music  Minister  at  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC,  below,  directed  a  choral 
reading  session  at  the  Ruston  District 
Music  Workshop  on  May  11.  Other  lead¬ 
ers  were  James  McLelland,  Associate 
Pastor  and  organist  at  Trinity  and  Doug 


Williams,  Ruston  District  Chairperson 
on  Worship.  Approximately  30  persons 
attended  the  event  and  participated  in  a 
variety  of  learning  experiences  con¬ 
cerning  music  in  the  local  church. 


Persons  Churches  And  Events 


The  youth  choir  of  Live  Oak  UMC, 
Watson,  presented  a  musical  on  June  23. 
The  title  of  the  presentation  was  ‘‘The 
Race  Is  On.”  Rev.  Brady  Foreman  is  the 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Rayville  UMC  held  Leisure 
Learning  Wednesday  on  June  12.  Supper 
was  provided  along  with  programs,  ac¬ 
tivities  and  prizes.  Rev.  Burton  Blair  is 
the  pastor. 

•  •  « 

University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will 
sponsor  summer  enrichment  courses  for 

Ficst  Street  UMC 
Celebrated  Anniversary 

May  26th  marked  the  152nd  year  of 
the  First  Street  Methodist  Church,  pic¬ 
tured  left,  as  a  Historic  Landmark  in  the 
New  Orleans  Black  Community.  “Mov¬ 
ing  Forward  Into  the  Next  Century  With 
Christ,”  was  the  theme  for  this  year’s 
celebration,  according  to  the  Rev.  Abra¬ 
ham  E.  Davis. 

As  a  part  of  the  month  long  celebra¬ 
tion,  a  church-wide  banquet  was  held  in 
the  newly  renovated  Multi-Purpose 
Building.  Over  three  hundred  (300)  per¬ 
sons  attended  this  affair.  Mr.  Allen  L. 
Brown,  director  of  Field  Services  for 
United  Methodist  Men  of  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  a  former  member  of  First 
Street  Methodist  Church  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  banquet. 

The  guest  minister  for  the  anniversary 
worship  service  was  Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris,  President  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia 

Music  for  this  set-vice  was  provided  by 
the  Sanctuary  Choir,  the  Voices  of  Faith 
Choir,  and  the  George  W.  Carter  Chil¬ 
dren's  Choir  under  the  direction  of  Mabel 
Stateman,  Albert  Pulley,  Jr.  and  Karl 
Francis. 

Jacqueline  Taylor  and  Margaret  T. 
Norris  served  as  chair  and  co-chair  per¬ 
sons  for  the  event. 


adults  July  1-17.  Ministers  are  J.  Philip 
Woodland  and  Kenneth  M.  Carroll. 

•  •  • 

Minden ’s  Lakeview,  UMC  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  Workcamp  mission  project  to  Cos¬ 
ta  Rica  and  Panama  under  the  direction 
of  Augie  Aamodt. 

*  *  * 

Blanchard  UMC  will  have  Vacation 
Bible  School  July  8-12.  Rev.  John  R. 
Johns  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  is  planning  a 
youth  trip  to  Panama  City  from  August 
4-9.  Ministers  are  Larry  Stafford  and 
Penn  Morgan. 

*  •  • 

FUMC,  Crowley  Council  on  Ministries 
is  planning  a  retreat  August  11.  Dr. 
Spiller  Milton  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

DeQuincey  UMC  will  celebrate  its  an¬ 
niversary  on  June  30.  Robert  E.  Town¬ 
send  is  Pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  will 
host  a  Sunday  School  Growth  and  Re- 

First  Street  UMC  Honors 
Mother  of  The  Year 

The  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  selected  Mrs.  Lu¬ 
cille  Garrett  Bryant  as  Mother  of  the 
Year  during  a  recent  worship  service. 

Mrs.  Bryant,  wife  of  Rev.  John  W. 
Bryant,  Sr.  is  the  proud  mother  of  8  chil¬ 
dren  and  12  grand-children.  A  faithful 
church  member  for  over  thirty  years, 
Mrs.  Bryant  keeps  very  busy  working 
with  the  Communion  stewards  within  the 
church,  as  well  as  other  activities  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Mother  of  the  Year  Tribute  is  an 
annual  affair  coordinated  by  the  work 
area  chairpersons  on  Family  Ministries, 
Paul  and  Beverly  Jackson.  Rev.  Abra¬ 
ham  E.  Davis  is  pastor. 


newal  Workshop  August  24  at  FUMC, 
New  Orleans. 

The  Kaplain  UMC  held  a  revival  May 
26-28.  Special  services  featured  the  min¬ 
istry  of  Rev.  Keith  Brudevold,  who 
worked  in  the  Indian  Bayou  Vacation 
Church  School  June  3-7. 

*  *  * 

The  Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
at  St.  Francis  Medical  Center,  Monroe, 
sponsored  a  seminar  on  “Securing  Ac¬ 
cess  to  Health  Care  —  The  Ethical  Im¬ 
plications  of  Differences  in  the 
Availability  of  Health  Care”  on  May  29 
and  30.  The  speaker  was  John  Collins 
Harvey  ;  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Sr.  Research  Fel¬ 


low  of  Kennedy  Institute  of  Ethics  at 
Georgetown  University. 


On  June  9,  the  Gibsland  UMC  cele¬ 
brated  one  hundred  years  of  service  and 
fellowship  with  a  homecoming.  Rev.  Fay 
Barr-hartung  was  pastor.  The  new 
pastor  is  William  A.  Moon  III. 

Newman  UMC  held  a  Catfish  Dinner 
sale  on  May  25.  The  event  was  sponsored 
by  the  church’s  Boy  Scout  Troop  #124. 
Proceeds  were  used  to  send  three  Boy 
Scouts  to  the  National  Boy  Scout  Jambo¬ 
ree  in  Fort  A.  P.  Hill,  Virginia.  Rev. 
Alonzo  J.  Campbell  is  the  pastor. 


m' 


Pictured  above,  from  left  to  right  are:  Ms.  Joann  Bryant  and  Jameka 
Williams;  Consvella  Williams,  Mrs.  Lucille  Garrett  Bryant  and  Rev.  John 
Bryant.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  (at  the  pulpit)  is  the  pastor. 
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‘An  Embarrassing  Statistic’ 


Two  hundred  seventy  churches  in 
Louisiana  failed  to  receive  even  one 
person  on  profession  of  faith  during 
the  last  twelve  months. 

I  have  bragged  on  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists  of  our  state  and,  justly  so,  but 
this  is  a  statistic  I  hesitate  to  publi¬ 
cize. 

There  could  only  be  three  reasons 
for  this  failure  —  (1)  the  community 
(2)  the  church  (3)  the  pastor  —  or  a 
combination  of  these  three. 

I  will  be  giving  personal  attention 
to  these  270  churches  through  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents.  With  their  as¬ 
sistance  we  will  indicate  by  the  name 
of  each  church  which  one  of  the  three 
reasons  apply.  If  we  can  honestly  say 
it  is  the  fault  of  the  community  (rap¬ 
idly  diminishing  population  with  no 
young  adults  and  no  children,  etc. 
etc.)  there  is  little  we  can  do  about  it. 
If  the  failure  is  the  fault  of  church,  or 
pastor,  or  both,  we  can  do  something 


about  it. 

We  can  send  an  experienced  team 
of  clergy/laity  to  inform,  inspire, 
teach  and  motivate  clergy  and  laity 
alike  in  adequate  census  coverage 
and  skill  in  “one-on-one”  evangelism. 
I  am  convinced  many  have  never  re¬ 
ceived  any  such  training  and  though 
willing,  just  do  not  know  how. 

You  can  add  this  to  my  State  of  the 
Church  Address.  The  highest  priority 
of  the  gospel  is  to  witness  and  win 
and  make  disciples.  Not  only  is  the 
world  our  parish,  but  our  parish  in¬ 
cludes  all  those  in  our  community 
who  do  not  know  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior.  If  we  fail  at  that  point  then 
we  fail,  no  matter  what  else  we  may 
accomplish. 


Church  Growth  Seminar 
For  Louisiana  Methodism 


On  Tuesday,  September  10th,  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.,  every  Methodist 
pastor  and  at  least  one  key  lay  person 
from  each  church  are  encouraged  to  be 
present  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria  to  discover  fresh 
new  insights  and  enthusiasm  in  the  area 
of  evangelism. 

Our  1984  General  Conference  gave 
Methodism  a  goal  in  evangelism,  to  dou¬ 
ble  our  membership  by  1992.  This  seems, 
at  first  thought,  to  be  an  impossible  task, 
but  if  we  grow  by  10%  each  year  we  will 
more  than  accomplish  this  goal. 

Thus  we  need  to  roll  up  our  sleeves 
and  get  started.  But,  how  do  we  grow? 
Do  we  have  to  “buttonhole”  people  and 
generate  all  those  negative  feelings  we 
all  know  about?  The  answer  is  “NO!” 
One  of  the  great  discoveries  that  church 
growth  study  has  demonstrated  to  lay 
people  is  the  proof  that  “evangelism” 
need  not  be  equivalent  to  sweaty  palms, 
ringing  door  bells,  reciting  memorized 
questions  and  answers,  and  passing  out 


tracts  to  strangers.  Instead,  church 
growth  studies  show  us  that  the  most  ef¬ 
fective  evangelism  is  natural  and  rela¬ 
tional,  not  congregational. 

Yet  to  say  that  effective  evangelism  is 
natural  is  not  to  say  that  it  is  automatic. 
Churches  must  become  intentional  in  the 
area  of  evangelism  if  evangelism  is  go¬ 
ing  to  happen.  What  is  your  church’s 
strategy  for  evangelism?  What  are  your 
goals?  The  purpose  of  this  Church 
Growth  Seminar,  sponsored  by  our  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Discipleship,  is  to  share 
with  local  churches  ideas  as  to  how  to 
create  a  lifestyle  of  evangelism  in 
church  members,  how  to  incorporate 
new  members  to  avoid  dropout,  how  to 
mobilize  laity  for  ministry,  and  how  to 
plan  a  strategy  for  effective  church 
growth.  Registration  material  may  be 
found  in  the  July  "Coordinated  Mailing." 
For  further  information  contact  Rev. 
John  Sewell,  1255  Camelia,  Baker,  La. 
70714. 


To  share  proven  ideas  on  how  to: 

Create  a  Relational  Lifestyle  of  Evangelism  in 
Church  Members  j 

Effectively  Incorporate  New  Members 
Mobilize  Laity  for  Ministry 
Plan  a  Strategy  for  Effective  Church  Growth 
Board  of  Discipleship 
Louisiana  Conference 

Dr.  Robert  Orr  j 

Institute  for  American  Church  Growth 
Pasadena,  California 

Tuesday,  September  10th,  8:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  j 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 

$20.00  per  church  plus  j 

$7.50  for  each  participant  for  a  workbook 

I  WE  WILL  ATTEND  THE  CHURCH  GROWTH  SEMINAR 

;  SEPTEMBER  10TH  j 

I  Name  Mailing  Address  j 

;l  I 

I  Pastor -  -  I 

I  I 

;  j  Church -  -  j 

Lay  Person -  -  . 

I  Lay  Person -  -  I 

|  Detach  and  mail  with  your  $20  deposit  to:  I 

I  John  Sewell  I 

I  1255  Camelia  I 

I  Baker,  La.  70714  I 

I - J 


PURPOSE: 

SPONSOR: 
TAUGHT  BY: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

COST: 


Journal  Gone  To  Press! 

To  publish  a  journal  the  size  and  detail  of  ours  without  errors  is  virtually 
impossible.  The  information  for  the  journal  with  reference  to  names,  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  telephone  numbers  comes  from  each  district  office.  If  you 
find  any  errors,  please  notify  your  district  superintendent  and  the  confer¬ 
ence  secretary.  Your  cooperation  in  calling  such  errors  to  our  attention  is 
both  appreciative  and  helpful. 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 


Pastor’s  School 
Begins  Next  Week 


An  exciting  and  enriching  Pastor’s 
School  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  will 
be  held  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreve¬ 
port  July  8-11,  1985.  The  theme  for  this 
year’s  school  is  “Called  To  A  Ministry  of 
Word,  Sacrifice  and  Order,”  and  will 
feature  two  keynote  lecturers  and  eight 
workshop  leaders.  Worship  services  will 
be  conducted  by  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Cal¬ 
vin,  Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon,  Rev.  Chris 
Andrews  and  Bishop  Walter  Underwood. 

One  of  the  two  keynote  lecturers  will 
be  Bishop  Walter  Underwood,  Resident 
Bishop  of  the  Louisiana  area  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  who  will  be  speak¬ 
ing  on  the  subject,  “Preaching  With 
Power.”  Bishop  Underwood  will  focus 
his  attention  on  preaching  the  word  with 
power  and  clarity. 

The  other  keynote  lecturer  will  be  Dr. 
William  Mount,  Professor  of  Religion 
and  Campus  Minister  at  Wofford  Col¬ 
lege,  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina.  Dr. 
Mount  will  be  speaking  on  the  theme, 
“People  of  the  Word.”  Dr.  Mount’s  lec¬ 
tures  will  focus  on  what  the  formation 
and  authority  of  New  Testament  Scrip¬ 
ture  mean  for  our  work  and  our  identity 
as  a  church. 

The  seminar  and  workshop  leaders 
will  feature  the  following  persons:  Dr. 
David  Trickett,  Director,  Tulane  — 
Newcomb  Wesley  Foundation,  is  well 
known  for  his  commitment  to  teaching, 
the  sacredness  of  the  environment,  and 
to  the  necessity  for  spiritual  growth 
throughout  one’s  lifetime.  The  title  of  his 
lecture  will  be,  “The  Way  of  a  Pilgrim.” 
Dr.  John  Braden  is  Director  of  Education 
Ministries,  Louisiana  Conference,  Local 
pastor,  consultant,  workshop  leader  and 
innovator  in  education  for  the  local 
church.  Dr.  Braden’s  seminar  will  be  ti¬ 
tled,  “The  Vital  Church.”  Ms.  Cindy  Bur- 
bach  is  Associate,  Communi-SkiHS 
Associates,  Inc.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  De¬ 
veloper  of  programs  in  time  manage¬ 
ment,  team  building,  effective  writing 
and  effective  presentations.  Cindy  will 
be  lecturing  on,  “Tips  for  Better  Writ¬ 
ing.”  Dr.  Barrie  Richardson  is  Director, 
Master  of  Business  Administration  pro¬ 
gram,  Centenary  College.  He  is  highly 
respected  by  the  business  community 
and  is  an  innovator  in  the  field  of  cre¬ 
ative  thinking.  Dr.  Richardson’s  presen¬ 
tation  will  be  on,  “Planning  for 
Planning.”  Dr.  Curtis  Chambers  is  Di¬ 
rector,  Alternate  Viewing  Network, 


First  UMC,  Shreveport,  Formerly  Secre¬ 
tary,  United  Methodist  Communications, 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  is  experienced 
in  wide  spectrum  communication  in  the 
church.  Dr.  Chambers  will  be  speaking 
on,  “Communication  in  the  Local 
Church."  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  Louisiana  Conference, 
is  respected  for  his  work  in  financial 
planning  and  management  in  the  church. 
Dr.  Caraway  will  be  lecturing  on  “Plan¬ 
ning  for  Retirement.”  Rev.  Tim  Lawson, 
Pastor  of  Luling  and  St.  John  United 
Methodist  Churches,  is  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Legislative  Con¬ 
cerns  Committee  and  leader  in  issue 
confrontation.  His  presentation  will  be, 
“Dealing  with  Issues:  Applying  the 
Faith.”  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  Pastor  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  is  known 
and  respected  for  his  leadership  in  the 
area  of  visitation  and  church  member¬ 
ship  growth.  He  will  be  lecturing  on  "Or¬ 
ganizing  for  Visitation.” 

Pastor’s  School  is  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  as  a  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  Event.  This  year  it 
provides  20  hours  of  participation  for  a 
possible  credit  of  two  C.E.U.s.  Each  par¬ 
ticipant  must  decide  whether  to  attend  1, 
2,  or  3  class  options  for  C.E.U.  credit. 
Registration  begins  on  Monday,  July  8  at 
10  a.m.  and  officially  opens  with  the  first 
worship  experience  at  1  p.m.  (not  pic¬ 
tured  are:  Dr.  Barrie  Richardson,  Dr. 
Curtis  Chambers  and  Dr.  William  Mount. ) 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  held  a 
revival  the  last  two  weeks  in  June. 
There  were  125  members  registered 
for  the  2  week  event. -Also,  Wesley 
sponsored  a  course  in  health  for  pub¬ 
lic  school  teachers  and  the  general 
public  during  the  same  2  weeks. 
There  were  76  attendants  for  the 
classes. 

•  *  • 

The  Church  of  the  Covenant  UMC, 
Lafayette,  youth  are  planning  a  trip  to 
Gulfside  Methodist  Camp.  The  event 
will  be  held  on  July  9-11  in  Waveland, 
Mississippi. 

Rev.  Wesley  Putnam  was  special 
guest  singer  at  FUMC  Minden  on 
June  16  and  FUMC,  Mansfield  on 
June  23-25. 

*  *  • 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  recently  received  an  “Out¬ 
standing  Church  School’s  Award”  for 
their  success  in  Sunday  School  partic¬ 
ipation. 

•  •  * 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  Greensburg 
UMC  on  Sunday  June  23. 

Seven  new  lay  speakers  were  re¬ 
cently  certified  by  the  Ruston  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Henry  Blount. 


Jerry  Green  of  Arcadia  served  as  the 
teacher  for  the  course.  They  are:  Del 
Dachner,  Arcadia;  Gary  Wilburn, 
Ruston;  Joe  Black,  Ruston;  Ed 
Gulley,  Minden;  Willard  Moore,  Gibs- 
land;  Ed  Erwin,  Minden;  and  Nell 
McLemore,  Simsboro. 

The  Ruston  District  now  has  31  cer¬ 
tified  lay  speakers  most  of  whom  have 
received  advance  Lay  Speaker’s 
training. 

»  *  * 

University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will 
have  a  Summer  Enrichment  program 
on  July  7-17  for  adults  and  youth. 
Classes  will  be  offered  in  Watercolor, 
Calligraphy  and  35  mm  photography. 
For  further  information  call  344-0343. 

FUMC,  Alexandria  will  hold  the 
Lab  School  Training  event  this  fall, 
September  27-29.  Classes  will  be  di¬ 
rected  by  Rev.  Carl  Bray.  District 
Education  Teams  are  invited  for  fur¬ 
ther  training  in  education.  Classes 
will  be  held  for  all  ages.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  write  FUMC,  5731  Hiawa¬ 
tha  Drive,  Alexandria.  La.  71301. 

Carrollton  UMC,  New  Orleans,  will 
celebrate  its  100th  anniversary  on  Au¬ 
gust  25.  A  potluck  dinner  will  be 
served  following  the  morning  ser¬ 
vices. 


Methodists  Support  Blood  Drive 

Pictured  above,  left  to  right,  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  pastor  of  David  Haas  Memorial 
JMC,  Bunkie  and  Mrs.  Cleo  Breaux,  his  secretary  giving  blood  at  a  recent  blood  drive 
ponsored  by  the  Avoiles  Parish  Hospital. 


— NOW  AVAILABLE— 

The  sermons  delivered  at  Annual  Conference  by  Bishop  W.  Kenneth 
Goodson  are  available  on  2  cassettes.  The  price  of  these,  which 
includes  both  morning  and  evening  messages,  is  $5.00.  Please  use  the 
handy  order  form  in  securing  your  cassette  tapes. 


I  Order  Form 

I 

j  Name: _ _ _ 

I 

I  Address : _ _ _ _ _ _ 

I 

J  City: - - - - 

j  State: _ _ _ Zip: 

I  Please  enclose  $$5.00  with  your  order.  Send  to: 
Communications  Office 
Council  on  Ministries 
527  N.  Blvd. 

I  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


Rev.  Tim  Lawson 


Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 


Dr.  John  M.  Braden 


Ms.  Cindy  Burbach 


t 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway 


—  Help  Needed  — 


Mount  Sequoyah  Assembly  in  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas  is  planning  to  develop  a 
“Nature  Trail”  on  16  acres  of  virgin 
property  adjoining  the  present  assembly 
grounds. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  task,  which 
is  scheduled  for  August,  work  teams  are 
necessary  from  throughout  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  Local,  church,  district  and  confer¬ 
ence  groups  are  needed  to  accomplish 
this  task.  Work  teams  made  up  of  the 
following  are  recommended. 


1)  United  Methodist  Youth  groups. 

2)  United  Methodist  Men  Organiza¬ 
tions 

3)  Local  church  teams  or  district 
groups  composed  both  of  men  and  wom¬ 
en. 

Those  interested  in  spending  the  week 
in  this  type  of  volunteer  service  should 
contact:  Rev.  Don  Waddell,  Mt.  Se¬ 
quoyah  Methodist  Assembly,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Arkansas  72701.  Phone  (501-443- 
4531). 


Construction  Improves  Faith  Church 


Faith  United  Methodist  Church,  Rus¬ 
ton,  has  been  involved  in  an  ongoing 
church  identification  campaign  over  the 
past  few  months. 

Faith,  as  originally  constructed,  did 
not  give  the  outward  appearance  of  a 
church.  Although  constructed  as  a  first 
unit  or  fellowship  hall,  the  Faith  congre¬ 
gation  has  worshiped  in  this  structure 
for  fourteen  years. 

In  the  spirit  of  reality,  the  Faith  con¬ 
gregation  made  a  decision  to  identify 


their  building  as  God’s  House. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  Faith 
has  installed  a  copper  steeple,  a  large 
cross  on  the  front  wall  and  a  large  light¬ 
ed  sign  on  the  building. 

Faith  is  now  seeking  a  bell  and  hope  to 
raise  a  modern  belltower  to  further  iden¬ 
tify  the  sanctuary. 

The  visible  signs  and  symbols  now 
proclaim  that  a  group  of  God’s  people 
called  Methodists  worship  at  Faith  UMC, 
Ruston. 


The  EMLC  Informer 

Board  of  Church  and  Society 


£  The  purpose  of  the  board  shall  be  to 
£  relate  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
£  members  of  the  church  and  to  the  per- 
£  sons  and  structures  of  the  communities 
£  and  world  in  which  they  live.  It  shall 
£  seek  to  bring  the  whole  of  human  life, 
£  including  all  activities,  possessions, 
£  and  community  and  world  relation- 
£  ships,  into  conformity  with  the  will  of 
God.  It  shall  show  the  members  of  the 
£  church  and  the  society  that  the  recon- 
£  ciliation  which  God  effected  through 
£  Christ  involves  personal,  social  and 
£  civic  righteousness. 

£  The  primary  responsibility  of  the 
board  is  to  seek  the  implementation  of 
£  the  Social  Principles  and  other  General 
Conference  policy  statements  on  Chris- 
£  tian  social  concerns.  In  particular,  the 
£  Board  conducts  a  program  of  research, 
£  education,  and  action  on  the  wide 
£  range  of  issues  confronting  the  Church 
£  consistent  with  the  Social  Principles 
£  and  the  policies  adopted  by  the  General 
£  Conference.  This  quadrennium  the 
board  of  directors  adopted  overarching 
£  objectives  for  1982-86  that  include:  rac- 
£  ism,  sexism,  peace  with  justice,  eco- 
£  nomic  order  and  stewardship  of 
£  resources.  Following  these  objectives, 
£  the  six  departments  within  the  issue 
£  development  and  advocacy  unit  act  on 
£  goals  and  strategies  focusing  on  issues 
£  such  as  family,  health,  population, 
£  criminal  justice,  constitutional  and  hu¬ 
ll  man  rights,  civil  liberties,  church  gov- 
:|  ernment.  United  Nations  affairs, 
:•  militarism,  foreign  policy,  internation- 
:|  al  development,  economic  alternatives. 


justice  for  women  and  ethnic  minor¬ 
ities,  world  hunger,  just  and  sustain¬ 
able  energy  policies,  and 
environmental  stewardship. 

The  general  board  works  to  help 
equip  annual  conferences  and  district 
leaders  through  monthly  informational 
mailings,  national  training  events,  and 
development  of  printed  and  audio-visu¬ 
al  resources.  Members  of  the  staff  fre¬ 
quently  travel  to  conferences  and 
districts  to  assist  with  workshops  or 
board  meetings  and  to  speak  at  various 
conferences  and  convocations. 

The  staff  of  the  general  board  works 
with  local  churches  and  individuals  in 
three  ways:  1)  Making  available  re¬ 
sources  to  equip  persons/groups  to  ex¬ 
plore  various  perspectives  and  to  act 
on  various  perspectives  and  to  act  on 
various  social  issues.  2)  Sponsoring  re¬ 
gional  and  national  Church  and  Society 
Conferences.  3)  Responding  to  mail  or 
phone  requests  for  information  on  spe¬ 
cific  issues.  (Provided  by:  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan-CCOM  Staff) 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
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527  North  Blvd. 
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aTOmmwmmm'K  Editorial 

Don’  t  miss  bus  on  vehicle  safety 


Not  every  church  owns  a  bus.  But  it  is 
not  unusual  nowadays  for  even  moder¬ 
ate-sized  congregations  to  own,  if  not  a 
bus,  a  smaller  vehicle  such  as  a  van. 

Therefore,  a  recent  call  by  a  federal 
transportation  official  for  efforts  by 
churches  to  improve  the  safety  of 
church-owned  buses  is  an  appropriate 
word  to  the  wise  for  countless  congrega¬ 
tions  (see  UMR,  June  21). 

The  head  of  the  U.  S.  National  Trans¬ 
portation  Safety  Board  made  the  appeal 
with  good  reason.  A  recent  investigation 
by  the  safety  board  found  that  seven  ac¬ 
cidents  involving  church-owned  buses  re¬ 
sulted  in  29  fatalities  and  139  injuries. 

The  board  concluded  that  the  accidents 
could  have  been  prevented  by  “simple, 
low-cost  measures,”  including  routine 
maintenance  and  safety  inspections. 

The  safety  board  chairman  noted, 
however,  that  some  church-bus  opera¬ 
tors  assume  they  do  not  need  to  keep 
their  vehicles  in  top  mechanical  condi¬ 
tion  since  they  typically  are  used  only  in¬ 
frequently. 

That  is  a  dangerous  and  sometimes  fa¬ 
tal  assumption.  While  the  frequency  of 
serious  accidents  involving  church- 


owned  buses  may  not  appear  excessive, 
the  safety  board’s  study  shows  that  acci¬ 
dents  are  likely  to  be  severe  when  they 
do  occur. 

Congregations  should  not  be  willing  to 
expose  their  people  to  that  risk  for  any 
reason.  It  is  a  basic  expression  of  Chris¬ 
tian  love  to  provide  the  highest  level  of 
safety  for  those  who  use  our  property. 
Performing  routine  maintenance  and 
taking  simple  safety  precautions  with 
our  vehicles  are  concrete  ways  of  put¬ 
ting  our  love  into  action. 

To  minimize  the  chances  for  an  acci¬ 
dent,  churches  should  take  the  advice  of 
the  transportation  safety  board:  Make 
sure  drivers  are  adequately  trained, 
avoid  overcrowding  of  buses,  fasten 
down  luggage  in  passenger  areas  and 
make  pre-trip  safety  inspections. 
Churches  also  should  carry  adequate  in¬ 
surance  so  that  in  the  event  of  accident, 
no  one  suffers  unbearable  financial  loss 
because  of  negligence. 

Such  precautions,  of  course,  cannot 
guarantee  an  accident  won’t  occur.  But 
they  will  greatly  reduce  the  chances  of 
needless  human  suffering  or  possible 
loss  of  life. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Here  I  Stand 

Pastors  should  correct  rosters 
before  trying  to  double  members 


What’s  proper  basis  for  respect? 


At  first  glance,  recent  survey  results 
from  the  Princeton  Religious  Research 
Center  seem  to  be  encouraging  for  the 
church,  but  with  an  important  qualifica¬ 
tion. 

The  research  center,  a  branch  of  the 
George  Gallup  polling  organization, 
found  that  Americans  have  more  respect 
for  organized  religion  than  for  any  other 
social  institution.  The  next  highest  rank 
went  to  the  military. 

Further,  most  of  those  questioned  said 
they  favored  religious  groups  expressing 
views  about  political,  economic  and  so¬ 
cial  issues. 

For  the  most  part,  such  findings  are 
all  to  the  good.  Confidence  in  religious 
institutions,  including  the  church,  is  es¬ 
sential  if  they  are  to  have  a  needed  posi¬ 
tive  influence  in  private  and  public  life. 

Also,  the  positive  findings  about  the 
church  indirectly  affirm  its  leaders.  In 
fact,  similar  surveys  regularly  show 
clergy  to  be  among  the  most  respected 
groups  in  society. 

However,  the  widespread  respect  the 
survey  found  for  religious  groups  may 
not  be  totally  flattering. 

Among  other  things,  the  apparent  easy 
acceptance  of  the  church  could  indicate 
that  it  and  its  leaders  may  sometimes 
uncritically  adopt  the  prevailing  values 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


and  operating  methods  of  society.  Clear¬ 
ly,  not  all  of  those  are  consistent  with 
Christian  teachings. 

As  a  result  of  such  a  “go-along-to-get- 
along  attitude,  however,  the  church — 
like  ousiness  corporations,  fire  depart¬ 
ments  and  the  military — too  frequently 
is  affirmed  primarily  for  being  a  famil¬ 
iar  and  reassuring  part  of  the  social 
landscape. 

Respect  for  the  church  that  is  mostly 
based  on  that  view  hardly  is  worth 
cheering. 

In  a  world  besieged  with  widespread 
human  suffering,  it  is  more  important 
than  ever  that  the  church’s  life-giving  in¬ 
fluence  be  felt  by  the  largest  possible 
number  of  people.  As  Christians,  we 
should  welcome  any  sign  that  reflects 
the  spread  of  that  influence,  including 
surveys  showing  respect  for  the  church. 

The  proper  basis  for  that  respect,  how¬ 
ever,  should  be  the  compelling  witness  of 
those  of  us  entrusted  with  faithfully  pro¬ 
claiming  and  living  the  message  of  the 
church’s  founder— even  when  doing  so 
puts  us  at  uncomfortable  odds  with  the 
world  around  us. 

If  we  display  an  unshakable  confi¬ 
dence  in  that  message,  it  should  be  no 
surprise  if  others  likewise  are  confident 
in  us. 


By  CHARLES  V.  BRYANT 

"Numeralotry’’  is  a  charge  directed  at 
church-growth  interests  these  days. 

Workshops,  seminars,  books,  cassette 
and  video  tapes,  institutes,  magazines, 
movies  and  professional  consultants  of¬ 
fering  cures  for  declining  church  mem¬ 
bership  are  in  great  supply. 

No  pastor  needs  to  be  without  the 
knowledge  of  principles  and  strategies 
for  growth.  But  the  movement  and  helps 
are  not  without  instant  and  caustic  crit¬ 
ics.  My  concern  here  is  concomitant 
growth  in  rituals  for  roll  righteousness. 

That  means  the  seemingly  neurotic 
proclivity  some  of  pastors  have  for 
"cleaning  the  roll." 

Since  my  ministry  involves  evange¬ 
lism  and  church  growth  on  a  conference 
level  and  that  includes  receiving  quar¬ 
terly  membership  reports,  I  am  often  en¬ 
gaged  in  conversations  about  errancy  in 
church  records. 

While  honesty  and  accuracy  are  basic 
standards  of  excellence,  I  have  a  grow¬ 
ing  concern  about  some  of  us  spending 
more  time  "running  down  numbers  with¬ 
out  names”  and  “names  without  known 
persons”  than  we  do  in  evangelizing  non- 
Christians  and  the  non-church  members 


My  Witness 

belongs  to  God 9 


By  MELVIN  MATHIS 

I  am  a  child  of  God.  I  am  an  insepara¬ 
ble  part  of  the  universe.  Nothing  I  do  in 
love  will  ever  be  lost.  As  long  as  I  re¬ 
main  in  the  community  of  the  divine 
grace,  I  shall  never  really  die. 

To  be  a  part  of  this  eternal  fellowship, 
I  must  never  think  of  another  person  as 
deserving  to  be  wasted. 

I  am  a  part  of  all  I  shall  ever  meet, 
and  we  belong  to  the  same  everlasting 
association. 

Yet  none  of  us  shall  ever  be  melted 
into  oblivion  or  melded  into  a  mass.  We 
shall  all  maintain  our  individual  identity 
forever. 

Though  my  grasp  may  seem  to  be 
shaken,  the  foundations  insecure  and 
storm  clouds  darken  the  sky,  I  know  in 
my  bones  that  underneath  are  the  ever¬ 
lasting  arms,  that  this  life  under  God  is 
basically  good  and  that  there  are  stars  in 
the  sky. 

So  of  each  one  I  meet,  I  covet  a  part  of 
your  smile,  your  active  goodwill,  and 


trust  that  each  of  us  may  be  a  link  in  the 
chain  of  gratitude  that  shall  someday 
surround  all  humanity  with  hope,  faith 
and  love  that  cannot  be  conquered. 

To  the  end  that  all  of  these  things  may 
become  a  reality,  I  strive  to  advance 
each  day  with  a  warm  heart,  a  cool  mind 
and  serving  hands. 

And  may  we  all  live  with  such  joy, 
power  and  vibrant  discipleship  that  we 
will  remind  those  yet  straggling  in  the 
mire  of  the  time  when  the  morning  stars 
sang  together  and  all  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  God  shouted  together. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Melvin  Mathis,  is  pastor  of  the  First 
UMC  in  McCamey,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.  O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Many  churches  have  no  trained  musicians 


To  the  Editor: 

It’s  too  bad  the  article  on  hymnal  revi¬ 
sion  (see  UMR,  May  24)  and  the  one  on 
not  all  members  fitting  the  "middle- 
class  mold"  (see  UMR,  May  31)  weren’t 
in  the  same  issue.  Let’s  just  hope  the 
hymnal  committee  reads  and  inwardly 
digests  the  latter. 

What  makes  a  tune  "good"  or  “bad”? 
The  current  tunes  to  “Happy  the  Home" 
and  “Low  in  the  Grave  He  Lay"  are  both 
easy  to  sing  and  play.  Does  that  make 
them  "bad"? 

“Now  the  Green  Blade  Riseth”  and 
“Ride  on  in  Majesty”  must  be  “good"  be¬ 
cause  they  are  so  difficult  to  play  and  sing. 

Hundreds  of  churches  do  not  have 
trained  musicians.  Many  pianists  are 
playing  for  church  services  only  because 
no  one  else  is  available. 

I  would  hope  that  the  committee  keeps 
them  in  mind  and  remembers  that  not 
every  church  has  people  with  profession¬ 
al  music  degrees.  What  the  pianist  can¬ 
not  play  cannot  be  used. 

I  have  been  in  dozens  of  churches  in 
six  annual  conferences.  Except  for  those 
with  paid  musicians,  I  have  known  about 
eight  churches  that  had  adequate  or  bet- 
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ter  piano  players.  For  the  rest,  the 
hymns  selected  had  to  be  ones  that  could 
be  played  and  sung  with  little-leadership. 

Apparently  the  committee  got  the 
message  of  numbering  the  pages  of  the 
rituals.  Another  benefit  would  be  to 
eliminate  entirely  the  italicized  instruc¬ 
tions  such  as  "The  minister  shall  uncov¬ 
er  the  elements.”  (How  is  he  going  to 
serve  them  if  he  doesn't?) 

Most  of  that  stuff  is  redundant,  extra¬ 
neous  and/or  distracting  and  confusing 
to  participants.  Mary  E.  Collins 

Dutton,  Montana 

Few  care  about  hymnal 

To  the  Editor: 

Mary  L.  Armitage  says  that  she  was 
not  polled  about  the  hymns  she  likes  (see 
Letters,  June  7). 

Well,  I  took  it  upon  myself  to  find 
someone  on  the  hymnal  committee  that  I 
could  give  input  to.  I  have  tried  to  get 
the  1,500  members  of  my  church  to  give 
me  input  so  I  could  send  it  in.  I  received 
responses  from  two  people! 

If  her  church  is  anything  like  mine, 
she  would  probably  be  one  of  two  from 
her  church.  I  believe  the  people  in  my 
church  are  satisfied  with  the  hymnal  as 
it  is.  We’ll  know  by  1990  when  the  new 
one  is  out.  .....  L 

David  Hiebert 
Garland,  Texas 

What  else  could  we  do? 

To  the  Editor: 

Some  who  wrote  you  in  criticism  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  were  kind  enough 
to  send  me  copies.  A  few  were  persons  I 


know  and  respect,  but  on  this  issue  I  feel 
they  were  speaking  from  an  unexamined 
partisan  political  position. 

The  bishops  are  not  being  political.  We 
are  trying  to  be  obedient  to  the  Lord 
Christ.  Does  anyone  believe  that  Jesus 
would  approve  of  terrorist  tactics, 
whether  taught  by  the  KGB  or  the  CIA. 
or  that  He  would  approve  of  driving 
whole  populations  into  poverty  to  gain 
political  advantage? 

What  can  bishops  properly  do  except 
preach  the  word  of  the  Master  who 
taught  that  we  are  to  love  our  enemies 
and  seek  the  good  of  those  who  persecute 
us?  What  can  bishops  properly  do  except 
strive  to  be  peacemakers— to  be  ambas¬ 
sadors  of  reconciliation  as  Christians  are 
called  to  be? 

John  B.  Warman 
Friendship,  Maryland 

Bishops  deserve  praise 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  amazed  to  find  in  the  May  31 
Reporter  so  many  letters  protesting  and 
only  one  praising  the  contents  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  covering  the  spring  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

To  my  mind  there  can  be  nothing  but 
praise  for  their  meticulous  assessments 
of  national  and  world  concerns  based  on 
thorough  investigation  and  search  for 
the  underlying  facts  and  truths  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  unpopular. 

The  church  must  be  mindful  indeed  of 
its  great  prophetic  mission  of  proclaiming 
fearlessly  justice  and  peace.  It  must  be 
the  conscience  of  the  country,  critically 
appraising  official  statements  and  deeds. 


Churches  across  the  nation  are  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  unprecedented  peril  the 
world  finds  itself  in  today.  (Without  the 
tacit  consent  of  the  church,  the  arms 
race  could  not  continue.) 

We  must  go  further  and  do  more  than 
we  have  yet  done  for  peace  and  justice. 
May  we  all  be  inspired  and  led  by  the 
Gospel  message  of  non-violence,  the 
most  powerful  force  there  has  ever  been 
or  will  be. 

Eleanor  Ostroff 
Stroughton,  Massachusetts 

Let’s  study  conclusion 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson’s  statement 
to  the  bishops  that  the  United  States  is 
the  “No.  1  enemy  of  peace  and  justice  in 
the  world”  seems  to  have  disturbed  some 
United  Methodists  (see  UMR,  May  31). 

That  is  understandable,  but  when  we 
come  across  a  view  that  "offends”  us,  it 
might  help  to  remember  how  our  Lord 
was  treated.  Some  folks  disliked  some 
things  he  said. 

Perhaps  we  should  ask  Mr.  Lawson 
how  he  had  come  to  such  a  conclusion 
about  our  nation.  And  if  there  is  any 
truth  at  all  in  his  observation,  we  ought 
to  take  it  seriously  for  our  own  good.  No 
United  Methodist  ever  wants  to  be 
known  as  an  "enemy  of  peace." 

To  offer  to  buy  Mr.  Lawson  "a  one¬ 
way  ticket  to  the  U.S.S.R."  only  suggests 
that  there's  hardly  any  difference  be¬ 
tween  our  two  nations  on  how  we  treat 
people  whose  views  we  dislike. 

Shigeo  Tanabe 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 


in  our  neighborhoods. 

It  is  interesting  (and  sad)  to  note  a  pat¬ 
tern  (ritual,  if  you  will)  of  behavior 
among  pastors  who  Z" 
tend  to  dote  on  “tak-  ? 
ing  the  role  to  the  ’ 
cleaners.”  The  eure¬ 
ka  experience  is  in 
finding  errors  (eu¬ 
phemism  for  misre- 
porting)  made  by  a 
predecessor  (wonder 
what  my  successor 
found?).  Charles  Bryant 

A  further  delight  is  in  uncovering  a 
discrepancy  (euphemism  for  lie)  between 
names  and  numbers  (if  counting  mem¬ 
bers  is  a  “numbers  game,”  what  is  dis¬ 
counting  numbers?). 

Some  of  us  acquire  a  subtle  joy  in 
burying  (euphemism  for  applying  liquid 
paper)  names  inadvertently  (euphemism 
for  bookkeeping  malpractice)  left  on  the 
roll,  although  the  bodies  have  been  in¬ 
terred  long  ago. 

Our  liturgical  rubrics  (announcements 
of  findings  to  the  charge  conference)  are 
replete  with  pious  expletives  describing 
a  predecessor’s  “preoccupation  with 
numbers."  But  we  overlook  our  putting 
on  center  stage  the  subjects  of  numbers, 
reporting,  record-keeping,  bookkeeping, 
former  members  “taken  in  to  make  it 
look  good"  and  expounding  our  inimita¬ 
ble  philosophy  that  says,  "I’d  rather  be 
faithful  than  successful." 

Such  expenditure  of  ritualistic  activity 
leaves  the  impression  that  a  clean  roll  is 
more  important  than  a  saved  soul;  that 
“numbers  for  which  names  do  not  exist” 
cause  us  more  concern  than  the  needs  of 
nearby  people  for  whom  Christ  does  ex¬ 
ist;  that  rolls  are  more  interesting  than 
rollees;  and  that,  somehow,  cleaning  up 
the  mess  our  predecessors  left  brings  to 
us  admiration  and  righteousness. 

One  could  wonder  if  we  ever  think 


about  the  "Lamb’s  book  of  life"  (Revela¬ 
tion  21:27)  and  who  will  not  be  in  it  be¬ 
cause  of  our  negligencies! 

Anyhow,  we,  as  United  Methodists, 
cannot  escape  roll-keeping  and  member¬ 
ship  audits.  Although  what  I  have  said 
thus  far  is  with  "tongue  in  cheek,"  I  raise 
the  necessity  of  applying  honesty  and  ac¬ 
curacy  in  membership  records. 

Our  current  condition  does  need  a 
cleaning.  But  it  cannot  be  done  spasmod¬ 
ically  and  a  spot  at  a  time.  I  suggest  a 
universal  cleaning. 

Let  us  declare  one  whole  year  as  a 
sabbatical  from  tarnishing  the  personal 
record.  Let  us  mandate  every  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  to  go  through  the 
cleaning,  er  uh,  auditing. 

Let  there  be  no  loss  of  membership  at¬ 
tached  to  or  identified  with  the  personal 
record  of  any  pastor.  Let  it  be  stated 
that  in  subsequent  requests  for  pastors  to 
submit  a  record  of  membership  gains 
and/or  losses  over  their  entire  career, 
this  sabbatical  year  of  cleaning  shall  not 
be  considered— unless  it  shows  a  gain. 

Furthermore,  it  should  be  required  of 
all  district  superintendents  that  they  not 
allow  or  receive  the  pastor’s  report  at 
the  charge  conference  if  it  does  not  con¬ 
tain  a  bona  fide  membership  audit  with 
numbers  and  names  matched.  To  be 
sure,  it  would  take  a  whole  year  for  that 
to  be  done,  but  it  would  give  us  another 
clean  start. 

The  declared  year  for  roll  righteousness 
could  be  far  enough  off,  say  three  years 
hence,  so  as  to  begin  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  requirement  relative  to  removing 
names  without  addresses  and  information. 

If  we  are  serious  about  doubling  our 
membership  by  1992,  let’s  clean  the  re¬ 
cord  immediately  so  that  what  we  report 
then  shall  include  honesty  and  accuracy. 

The  Rev.  Charles  V.  Bryant  is  the  associate 
director  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  North  Carolina  conference.  Raleigh. 

On  the  UMR  beat 


Recent  reports  give  hope 
to  disillusioned  minister 


A  few  paragraphs  from  now  you  might 
conclude  this  article  is  merely  a  “puff 
piece"  for  the  Reporter. 

It  is  not  intended  to  be  that — although 
I  am  pleased  that  the  role  played  in  this 
case  by  the  publication  I  work  for  was 
significant. 

This  story  is  really  about  the  church 
and  some  people  who  are  hanging  on  by 
their  fingernails  to  a 
relationship  with  it. 

To  get  down  to 
cases,  this  story  is 
about  Charlie. 

Charlie  and  I  go 
"way  back”— nearly 
20  years  when  we 
both  were  students 
preparing  for  the  Stephen  Swecker 
ministry  at  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  We  don’t  see  each  other  much  now, 
usually  only  once  a  year  or  so  when  we 
cross  paths  at  our  annual  conference  in 
West  Virginia.  That’s  where  I  last  saw 
him  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Charlie  remains  a  person  blessed  with 
qualities  associated  with  effective  pas¬ 
tors.  He’s  intelligent,  sensitive  and  com¬ 
passionate.  Above  all,  Charlie  has  a 
mature  commitment  to  serve  Christ  as 
best  he  can. 

But  as  we  talked  this  time,  there  was  a 
disturbance  in  Charlie  that  I’d  never 
seen  nor  heard.  Among  other  things,  he 
told  me  he  was  discouraged  about  mov¬ 
ing  to  another  appointment  after  being 
only  two  years  in  his  present  church. 

“I  almost  left  the  church  this  spring," 
Charlie  said,  neither  casually  nor  defi¬ 
antly  but  as  a  simple  statement  of  pain¬ 
ful  fact.  For  numerous  reasons,  he  said, 
he  no  longer  felt  at  home  in  the  church  in 
which  he  was  raised  and  had  served 
these  many  years  as  a  pastor. 

Why  didn’t  he  leave? 

"A  couple  of  articles  you  folks  ran  in 
the  Reporter  were  the  difference,”  he 
said.  Charlie  went  on  to  say  that  two  re¬ 
cent  stories— one  on  Bishop  Richard 
Wilke’s  sermon  to  the  Council  of  Bishops 
on  church  membership,  the  other  on 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood’s  emphasis  on 
Sunday  school— gave  him  a  hope  for  the 
church’s  future  that  he  hadn’t  felt  in 
years. 

Because  of  those  articles  and  what 
they  revealed  about  two  bishops'  con¬ 
cern  forvthe  church,  Charlie  said,  he  was 
encouraged  that  there  may  yet  be  a 
place  for  him  in  United  Methodism.  The, 
bishops’  emphasis  on  the  need  to  restore/ 
health  to  a  declining  church  reinforced 
Charlie’s  own  views. 

Until  he  read  the  articles,  he  was  be¬ 
ginning  to  feel  alone  in  his  concerns, 

I  have  no  idea  how  many  "Charlies” 
there  might  be  in  our  denomination. 
Judging  by  the  letters  we  receive  at  the 
Reporter,  there  perhaps  are  more  than 
any  of  us  cares  to  think. 

What  is  clear  to  me,  however,  is  that 
there  are  countless  people  whose  resolve 
to  remain  United  Methodists  hangs,  like 
Charlie’s,  on  the  slenderest  of  threads. 
They  desperately  need,  and  are  looking 
for,  signs  that  this  church  is  still  theirs. 
They  need  words— or  an  affirming  pat 
on  the  back,  some  recognition  of  their 
concerns  or  a  timely  visit  at  home— that 
show  the  ministry  of  the  church  still  in¬ 
cludes  them. 

It  adds  an  extra  dimension  of  respon¬ 
sibility  to  our  work  at  the  Reporter  to 
realize  that  in  any  given  issue  there  may 
be  an  article,  an  editorial  or  personal 
statement  that  "saves”  someone  for  ser¬ 
vice  in  our  church  who  otherwise  might 
have  been  "lost.” 

We  try  to  take  that  responsiblity  with 
utmost  seriousness.  And  we  encourage 
others,  not  only  those  in  positions  of 
church  leadership  or  "example-setting," 
to  do  likewise.  The  church  simply  cannot 
afford  to  lose  many  more  of  its  Charlies. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Africa  Journal 

Pentecost  rally  shows  God’s  spirit  at  work 

FniTOD'C  WOTP.  Tki.  IO.L  !_  .  ,  ......  .  .. 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  This  is  the  12th  in  a 
series  of  reflective  articles  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a 
six-month  sabbatical  leave  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  in  Kenya.  He  may  be  contacted  c/o 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  P.O.  Box 
47633,  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

MERV.  Kenya— Not  everyone  in  this 
town  of  50,000  is  a  Methodist.  But  the 
whole  town  knew  who  and  where  the 
Methodists  were  on  Pentecost  Sunday. 

About  5.000  Methodists  from  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area  gathered  at  the  local  sta¬ 
dium  and  paraded  two  miles  down  one  of 
the  town’s  main  streets  to  an  open  field 
beside  the  Kaaga  Methodist  Church. 

Youth  groups  in  shirts  identifying 
their  local  churches  played  drums  and 
horns.  Hundreds  of  women  in  their  blue 
Methodist  Women’s  uniforms  and  bright¬ 
ly  colored  scarves  identifying  their  geo¬ 
graphical  area  sang  as  they  marched. 
Traffic  stood  still  for  more  than  a  mile. 

The  occasion  was  the  division  of  Meth¬ 
odism's  large  and  rapidly  growing  Merv 
Synod  (district)  into  three  synods  and  the 
installation  of  their  new  bishops  (super¬ 
intendents). 

The  division  is  intended  to  strengthen 
the  church's  ability  to  spread  the  Christian 
message  and  multiply  its  impact  across 
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the  countryside,  as  occurred  following  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  one  speaker  said. 

One  big  difference  between  church  ser¬ 
vices  in  Kenya  and 
the  United  States  is 
the  time-conscious¬ 
ness  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  At  home,  the 
congregation  tends  to 
become  restless  if  the 
service  "goes  over” 
by  a  few  minutes. 

People  have  even  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
been  known  to  leave  before  the  service  is 
over  if  it  seems  to  drag  on  for  too  long. 

When  2  p.m.  came  and  we  had  not  yet 
reached  the  sermon.  I  must  confess  hav¬ 
ing  wondered  if  we  should  quietly  poll 
the  multitude  to  see  if  anyone  had 
brought  some  loaves  and  fishes. 

People  arrive  slowly  for  church  in  Ke¬ 
nya.  Once  there,  however,  they  stay  for 
the  duration.  And  they  continue  to  be 
joined  by  new  arrivals'  as  the  service 
progresses 

The  patience  and  good  behavior  of 
small  children  sitting  with  their  parents 
is  amazing.  There  were  between  5,000 
and  10.000  when  the  five-hour,  open-air 
celebration  concluded. 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathu.  the  church’s  pre¬ 


siding  bistiup,  6diu  me  turnout  ior  this 
service  "will  let  us  see  how  strong  we 
Methodists  are.” 

From  my  vantage  point,  the  verdict— 
at  least  for  the  large  Merv  area— is 
"strong  and  pulling  together.” 

Would  that  every  district  in  Method¬ 
ism  worldwide  could  face  a  similar  need 
to  subdivide  because  its  membership  has 
multiplied. 

Would  that  every  United  Methodist 
district  could  similarly  find  ways  to 
demonstrate  the  church’s  strength— both 
to  its  own  members,  to  other  churches 
and  to  people  outside  the  church. 

•  •  • 

One  of  the  reasons  the  church  is  grow¬ 
ing  in  Africa  is  its  clarity  of  identity  and 
purpose.  During  the  parade,  I  asked  a 
young  man  walking  beside  me  what  he 
thought  of  the  occasion. 

He  responded,  "It’s  a  great  way  to  tell 
others  that  Jesus  is  at  the  head  of  the 
church  and  the  center  of  my  life.  And 
I'm  happy  to  be  part  of  the  Methodist 
way  of  organizing." 

•  *  * 

I  sat  during  most  of  the  service  with 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Mbiro,  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  priest  who  came  to  represent  his 


church  at  the  celebration.  I  was  interest¬ 
ed  in  his  presence  because  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics  and  Protestants  in  Kenya  have 
seemed  to  me  more  competitive  than 
mutually  supportive. 

I  was  encouraged  to  hear  Mr.  Mbiro 
look  out  at  the  crowd  of  Methodists  and 
declare:  "This  is  a  great  day  for  the 
church.” 

Why  would  a  Roman  Catholic  priest 
want  to  sit  through  so  lengthy  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Methodists?  "Because  this  is  my 
church,"  he  said.  "God  hasn’t  divided 
heaven  between  Catholics  and  Method¬ 
ists.  We  must  find  ways  to  be  together 
and  support  one  another  on  earth.  Wait¬ 
ing  for  heaven  will  be  too  late.” 


Numerical  strength.  Clear  identity. 
Spiritual  vitality.  Unity  that  crosses  de¬ 
nominational  barriers.  All  visible  evi¬ 
dences  of  God’s  Kingdom  at  work  through 
human  instruments. 

God  was  clearly  present  in  this  occa¬ 
sion  just  as  in  the  original  day  of  Pente¬ 
cost.  I  was  able  to  discern  that  presence 
even  though  I  am  not  familiar  with  the 
language  in  which  the  celebration  was 
conducted. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


A  First 
Step 
Toward 
Fairness 
in  an 
inclusive 
Church 


Seventeen  years  ago  the  Central 
Jurisdiction -the  separate  Black 
structure  of  The  Methodist  Church 
was  integrated  into  the  existing 
jurisdictions  of  the  new  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Temporary 
General  Aid  Fund,  begun  in  1964, 
strengthens  and  equalizes  the 
salaries  and  pensions  of  ministers 
affected  by  the  change 

While  the  Temporary  General  Aid 
Fund  goal  decreases  every  year: 
the  work  of  this  apportioned  fund 
is  not  yet  finished 

The  Temporary  General  Aid 
Fund  is  fairness  in  action. 

For  more  information,  contact: 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  1200  Davis  St..  Evanston, 
IL  60201-4195  _ 

UTDom 
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Bright  spots  few  as  member  slide  accelerates 


Despite  ’84  population  growth,  UMs  lose  in  all  five  regions 


The  general  population  grew  in  every  jurisdiction 
during  the  12  months  ending  July  31,  1984,  according  to 
the  U.S.  Census  Bureau.  But  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  fell  in  all  regions  during  the  12  months  ending  Dec. 


31,  1984,  according  to  unofficial  annual  conference  re¬ 
ports  made  this  spring  to  United  Methodist  News  Ser- 
vice/Newscope.  United  Methodists  fell  behind  the  popu¬ 
lation  in  every  state  except  Oklahoma. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism  in  1984,  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  year  in  a  row,  suffered  its  worst  per¬ 
centage  loss  in  membership  in  nearly  a 
decade. 

The  denomination  lost  members  in  all 
five  jurisdictions,  on  each  coast  and  in 
■  the  Sun  Belt  as  well  as  the  Frost  Belt. 

The  losses  were  in  62  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  43  states. 

The  membership  decline  equaled 
about  0.8  percent,  or  more  than  72,000 
people,  according  to  unofficial  annual 
conference  reports  to  United  Methodist 
News  Service  and  Newscope. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
had  10.8  million  members  at  its  forma¬ 
tion  in  1968,  now  has  about  9.2  million. 
Membership  has  fallen  each  year. 

Hopes  for  a  turnaround  had  been  kin¬ 
dled  during  1979-1982  when  United  Meth¬ 
odists’  ability  to  retain  and  add  members 
appeared  to  be  improving. 

But  far  from  slowing  down,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  16-year  membership  slide 
is  accelerating  again. 

The  loss  in  1983  returned  to  earlier  high 
levels  and  continued  at  that  level  in  1984. 

Fell  behind  in  49  states 

Few  bright  spots  appeared  this  spring 
among  reports  from  the  74  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico  about  their  membership  gains  or 
losses  in  1984. 

The  total  U.S.  population  grew  by  0.9 
percent  in  1984  while  United  Methodist 
membership  dropped  by  about  the  same 
percentage  (-0.8  percent).  Thus  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  membership  fell  behind  the 
national  population  growth  by  1.7  percent. 

United  Methodist  numbers  grew  in 
only  seven  states.  They  were  (in  order): 
Texas,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Oklaho¬ 
ma,  Arizona,  Kentucky,  Florida  and  Ala¬ 
bama,  plus  Puerto  Rico. 

But  growth  in  the  seven  states  paled 
next  to  much  more  rapid  growth  in  the 
states’  populations. 

For  example,  Texas  added  more  than 
200,000  residents.  But  a  mere  1,632 
joined  United  Methodist  churches,  which 
traditionally  claim  one  of  every  12  resi¬ 
dents. 

Only  in  Oklahoma  did  United  Method¬ 
ists  increase  their  percentage  of  the 
state  population. 

In  only  one  of  the  other  49  states  did 
United  Methodists  even  come  close  to 
matching  the  population  trend.  In  Kentucky, 
United  Methodists  grew  by  299,  or  0.2  per¬ 
cent.  The  population  grew  by  0.3  percent. 

The  map  above  right  shows  the  lost 
opportunity  for  United  Methodists  in 
each  region. 


High  population  growth  offered  United 
Methodists  an  additional  opportunity  to 
share  the  Gospel  and  bring  some  of  the 
new  residents  into  the  worshiping  fellow¬ 
ship  and  missional  outreach  of  UM  con¬ 
gregations. 

Just  how  far  United  Methodists  missed 
merely  maintaining  their  numerical  in¬ 
fluence  is  shown  in  each  region  by  the 
two  shaded  boxes  (population  change  on 
the  left  and  UM  membership  change  on 
the  right). 

For  example,  population  in  the  South¬ 
east  grew  by  nearly  700,000  ( +  1.4  per¬ 
cent).  For  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  have  grown  by  1.4  percent  and  thus 
maintained  its  traditional  proportion  of 
the  population,  Southeastern  UM 
churches  would  have  had  to  add  nearly 
41,000  of  the  new  residents.  Those 
churches  would  have  also  needed  to  sign 
up  several  thousand  children  as  prepara¬ 
tory  members. 

Instead,  the  Southeastern  churches 
lost  5,941  members  (-0.2  percent). 

The  difference  between  population 
gain  and  membership  loss  for  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  was  1.6  percent. 


United  Methodism’s  worst  record  was 
in  the  Western  Jurisdiction  where  the  de¬ 
nomination  fell  behind  by  2.8  percent. 
Membership  fell  behind  population  by 
1.9  percent  in  North  Central,  by  1.5  per¬ 
cent  in  Northeastern  and  by  1.4  percent 
in  South  Central. 

Population  excuse  fails 

Each  year  when  membership  statis¬ 
tics  are  released,  many  people  claim 
that  membership  is  declining  in  some  places 
because  the  population  is  shrinking. 

The  rate  of  growth  or  lack  of  popula¬ 
tion  fails  to  explain  what  happened  in  1984. 

Every  state  but  three  — Oklahoma, 
West  Virginia  and  Wyoming— had  popu¬ 
lation  growth,  according  to  the  U.S.  Cen¬ 
sus  Bureau. 

Yet,  United  Methodists  in  Oklahoma 
(which  lost  0.4  percent  of  its  residents) 
were  among  the  few  to  add  members 
( +  0.2  percent). 

While  West  Virginia’s  population  did 
fall  by  0.5  percent,  United  Methodist 
membership  shrank  five  times  faster 
(—2.4  percent). 

The  record  was  overcast  in  the  South 


Central  part  of  the  Sun  Belt.  United 
Methodism  lost  in  all  but  two  states— 
Texas  and  Oklahoma. 

Three  of  the  six  Texas  annual  confer¬ 
ences  lost  members,  including  the  North 
Texas  conference  with  booming  Dallas. 

West  booms,  UMC  falters 

Nowhere  was  the  statistical  picture  as 
dismal  as  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction. 
Two  facts  would  suggest  the  West  is  fer¬ 
tile  ground  for  growth: 

(1)  The  denomination’s  Sunday  school 
department  has  identified  the  West  as 
one  of  United  Methodism’s  top  “golden 
opportunities"  because  about  65  percent 
of  the  residents  have  no  church  affiliation. 

(2)  The  West  is  the  fastest  growing 
part  of  the  United  States.  A  1984  U.S. 
Census  Bureau  report  showed  an  addi¬ 
tional  756,000  people  living  within  West¬ 
ern  states  in  that  one  year. 

However,  United  Methodist  Western 
congregations  lost  nearly  6,000  members 
(1.1  percent)  in  1984. 

The  one  bright  spot  in  the  West  was 
the  new  Desert  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  located  primarily  in  Arizona. 


The  new  conference  was  split  off  from 
Southern  California  last  year  under  the 
rationale  that,  among  other  things,  it 
could  take  advantage  of  rapid  population 
growth  in  Arizona  better  if  administered 
separately. 

Congregations  that  make  up  the  De¬ 
sert  Southwest  added  a  net  501  members 
in  1984.  Their  1.1  percent  growth  trailed 
Arizona’s  2.8  percent  population  growth, 
second  highest  in  the  nation. 

Heaviest  losses  listed 

United  Methodism’s  heaviest  numeri¬ 
cal  losses  in  1984,  as  in  most  recent 
years,  were  in  the  North  Central  Juris¬ 
diction. 

Ohio  lost  8,586  United  Methodists  in 
1984.  Other  major  losses  were  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  (7,463),  Illinois  (6,050),  Indiana 
(5,931)  and  Iowa  (5,525). 

The  states  where  United  Methodists 
fell  farthest  behind  the  population 
growth  were  New  Mexico  (3.3  percent), 
New  Hampshire  (3.2  percent)  and  North 
Dakota  (3  percent).  New  Hampshire  had 
the  sixth  and  New  Mexico  the  eighth 
fastest  growing  population  last  year,  but 
United  Methodists  in  those  two  states 
still  suffered  net  membership  losses. 

Other  states  or  areas  where  United 
Methodism  lagged  far  behind  population 
gains  were  Arkansas  (-2.9  percent),  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada-Hawaii  (-2.9  percent), 
Colorado-Utah  (—2.7  percent),  Indiana 
(—2.4  percent)  and  Oregon-Idaho-Wash- 
ington  ( —2.4  percent). 

Trend  downward 

For  several  years,  more  and  more  an¬ 
nual  conferences  had  stopped  their  long 
plummets  and  had  given  signs  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  still  could  attract  addi¬ 
tional  members. 

For  instance,  nearly  a  third  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  posted  gains  in  1982. 

But  about  half  those  “model”  confer¬ 
ences  once  again  suffered  losses  in  1983 
and  again  last  year. 

Conferences  with  membership  growth 
in  four  figures  in  1984  were  North  Geor¬ 
gia  (1,746),  Central  Texas  (1,023)  and 
Texas  (1,008). 

The  percentage  loss  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion  was  about  the  same  in  1984,  1983 
and  1978  (-0.8  percent).  The  only  time  in 
the  last  decade  when  it  was  worse  was  in 
1975  (-1  percent). 

The  1984  numerical  loss  was  more 
than  2,000  higher  than  the  average,  annu¬ 
al  loss  for  the  decade  of  70,100. 

Annual  losses  during  the  1979-82  peri¬ 
od  had  been  cut  to  an  average  of  62,300. 

Membership  now  is  the  lowest  since 
1947  when  the  combined  membership  of 
the  Methodist  and  the  Evangelical  Unit¬ 
ed  Brethren  Churches  was  9.135  million. 


’84  Membership 


North  Central  Jurisdiction 


Central  Illinois 

170,365 

-3,697 

Detroit 

1 28,540 

-2,479 

East  Ohio 

233,363 

-4,821 

lowo 

241,981 

-5,525 

Minnesota 

11 8,004 

-628 

North  Dakota 

21,674 

-518 

North  Indiaio 

142,281 

-3.867 

Northern  Illinois 

152,259 

-1,551 

South  Dakoto 

36,212 

-347 

South  Indiana 

156,835 

-2,064 

Southern  Illinois 

60,912 

-802 

West.  Michigan 

90,303 

-1.057 

West  Ohio 

337,394 

-3.765 

Wisconsin 

129,321 

-1,111 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

Baltimore 

236,587 

-1,810 

Central  N.Y. 

66, 1 48 

-512 

Central  Pa. 

192,315 

-1  :75 

Eastern  Po. 

152,459 

-1,369 

Maine 

31,461 

-139 

New  Hampshire 

17,744 

-211 

N.Y. 

168,680 

-170 

Northern  N.J. 

61,1 16 

-986 

Northern  N.Y. 

40,600 

-460 

Peninsula 

98,455 

-370 

Puerto  Rico 

9,013 

-273 

S.  New  England 

74,520 

-197 

Southern  N.J. 

85,391 

369 

Troy 

76,888 

-758 

West  Virginia 

155,640 

-3,755 

Western  N.Y. 

73,443 

-559 

Western  Po. 

235,562 

-4,619 

Wyoming 

72,1  12 

847 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 


Central  Texas 

1 29,980 

-  1,023 

Kansas  East 

87,633 

-948 

Kansas  West 

1 19,346 

-1,218 

Little  Rock 

75,737 

998 

Louisiana 

138,108 

-346 

Missouri  East 

95,328 

-964 

Missouri  West 

120.944 

-1,374 

Nebraska 

122,753 

-2.848 

New  Mexico 

62,560 

-949 

North  Arkansas 

88.467 

-2.274 

North  Texas 

151,303 

271 

Northwest  Tex. 

86,918 

-155 

Oklahoma 

246,961 

*679 

Oklo.  Indian 

8,148 

-1 1 1 

Rio  Grande 

15,593 

-580 

Southwest  Tex. 

108,748 

*607 

Texas 

271,317  - 

1,008 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 


Ala.-W.  Fla. 

130,197 

+  218 

Florida 

335,809 

+  230 

Holston 

183,573 

-76 

Kentucky 

79,051 

+  398 

Louisville 

94,999 

-112 

Memphis 

101,357 

-1.533 

Mississippi 

1 19,239 

-1,566 

North  Alabama 

175,582 

-2.536 

North  Carolina 

215,384 

219 

North  Georgia 

252,356 

•  1,746 

North  Miss. 

76,429 

-1,210 

Red  Bird 

1,261 

+  13 

South  Carolina 

244,339 

+  772 

South  Georgia 

149,299 

-522 

Tennessee 

1  16,821 

-769 

Virginia 

359,481 

-820 

Western  N.C. 

276,529 

-393 

Western  Jurisdiction 

Alasko 

N.A. 

Colif. -Nevada 

96,988 

907 

Colif. -Pacific 

138,926 

-2,067 

Desert-SW 

45,661 

-  501 

Oregon-ldoho 

50.757 

-901 

Pacific-NW 

81,717 

-942 

Rocky  Mountain 

89,846 

-1,207 

Yellowstone 

23,230 

-221 

‘Papa  was  a  Preacher 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

Whether  you  grew  up  in  a  Methodist 
parsonage  or  not,  the  screen  version  of 
the  book  “Papa  was  a  Preacher”  is 
bound  to  touch  your  heart  and  spirit. 

At  least  that’s  the  opinion  of  many  peo¬ 
ple  involved  with  the  screen  production. 

The  feature  film,  adapted  from  and 
named  after  Alyene  Porter’s  best-selling 
book  written  in  1944,  is  being  filmed  at 
various  sites  throughout  north  Texas  this 
summer.  It  details  one  year  in  the  life  of 
her  Methodist  minister  father  and  his 
family. 

A  casual,  friendly,  yet  professional 
mood  greets  visitors  to  the  filming  site 
on  the  lawn  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  small  Dallas  suburb  of 
Hutchins.  Curious  onlookers  are  invited 
to  sit  in  a  visitors’  section  while  some  50 
camera  men,  make-up  artists  and  light¬ 
ing  specialists  work  steadily  at  the  art  of 
cinematography. 

"Papa  was  a  Preacher"  is  being  pro¬ 
duced  by  Martin  Jurow,  perhaps  best 
known  as  co-producer  of  the  Academy 
Award-winning  film,  “Terms  of  Endear¬ 
ment”  and  of  the  original  “Pink  Panth¬ 
er”  film. 

Film  features  morality,  goodness 

Resembling  a  venerable  seminary 
professor  more  than  a  noted  movie  pro¬ 
ducer,  the  70-ish  Mr.  Jurow  eagerly 
broke  away  from  the  filming  to  share 
views  on  the  project. 

"This  is  a  family  film  with  strong  mo¬ 


rality  and  goodness,”  he  said.  “I  hope  it 
will  say  to  its  viewers  that  ministering 
and  healing  did  not  stop  with  Jesus  and 
that  ministering  and  healing  are  impor¬ 
tant  today  because  countless  numbers  of 
people  need  support.  " 

Mr.  Jurow  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
Law  School  and  at  one  time  served  as  a 
Texas  assistant  district  attorney.  In  a 
voice  colored  with  concern,  he  told  the 
Reporter  that  his  Christian  faith  plays  a 
major  role  in  the  production. 

“I  am  attached  to  Jesus  and  his  com¬ 
mandment  that  we  love  one  another,”  he 
said.  “I  hope  the  film  will  offset  the  sex¬ 
ual  promiscuity,  violence  and  degrada¬ 
tion  of  language  found  in  so  many  other 
films.  I  don’t  know  how  long  we  can  go 
on  seeing  these  things  and  not  expect  to 
have  a  generation  of  intimidated  people. 

"This  is  a  G-rated  movie,  and  it  faces 
a  major  problem  in  that  large  motion 
picture  studios  don't  find  it  profitable  to 
distribute  such  films  to  young  people.” 

Several  options  available 

Only  two  weeks  into  a  six-week  film¬ 
ing  schedule,  Mr.  Jurow  said  there  are 
several  options  the  film  may  take  in  fi¬ 
nal  form,  including  a  television  pro¬ 
gram,  video  cassettes  for  local  church 
use  or  a  feature  film  to  be  shown  in  the¬ 
aters  across  the  nation. 

Scheduled  for  release  in  December 
1985,  the  film  boasts  a  cast  of  nationally 
known  actors  and  actresses. 

Robert  Pine,  best  known  as  the  ser¬ 
geant  on  the  television  program 


CONGRATULATIONS 

to 

Dr.  Lamar  Smith 
and 


THE 

BOGEQ6 

COMPANY 


THE  PEOPLE  OF  FIRST 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
CONROE,  TEXAS 


They  used  STEWARDSHIP  ENRICHMENT  to  raise  over 
$1,600,000.00  to  purchase  land  for  relocation. 

It  was  a  special  priviledge  to  work  with  your  tremendous  church. 


The  Rogers  Company 
10713  Plano  Rd  -  Suite  300 
Dallas,  TX  75238 

If  your  church  has  a  need, 
complete  this  coupon  and  mail 

it  to  us  for  full  information. 


Church  _ _ _ _ 

AUdrev, _ _ _ 

Cky - - - State - Zip 

•Tilted - - - Em  Cost _ 

For  even  faster  service  call 

in  Texas,  —  214/349-4174 


or  National  Wats  —  1-800-527-1354 


moving  from  book  to  G-rated  family  movie 


DALLAS — Dressed  for  church?  Well,  not  exactly.  But 
they  are  professional  actors  and  actresses  filming  a 
full-length  version  of  the  best-selling  book  from  the 
1940s,  “Papa  was  a  Preacher,”  the  story  of  a  longtime 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  SHERON  C  PATTER 

Methodist  minister  in  north  Texas.  Heading  the  cast 
Pearl  Porter,  the  mother  of  eight,  is  Georgia  Enj 
(right),  best  known  as  Ted  Baxter’s  girlfriend,  Ge< 
gette,  in  “The  Mary  Tyler  Moore  Show." 


“CHIPS,”  will  be  Papa.  Georgia  Engel, 
who  played  Georgette  on  the  “Mary  Ty¬ 
ler  Moore”  show,  will  portray  Pearl,  his 
wife.  Imogene  Coca  has  been  cast  as 
Missy  B,  an  elderly  parishioner  who  is 
the  backbone  of  a  church  Papa  served. 
Dean  Stockwell,  in  the  current  commer¬ 
cial  film  “Paris,  Texas,”  will  portray 
John  White,  a  beggar  who  does  odd  jobs 
around  the  church  in  exchange  for  food. 

The  eight  Porter  children  will  be  played 
by  young  actors  from  Texas.  Eight-year- 
old  Ginnie  James,  an  active  United  Meth¬ 
odist  from  Navasota,  Texas,  will  portray 
the  young  Alyene  Porter.  No  stranger  to 
the  screen,  Ginnie  played  the  character  of 
Possum,  Sally  Fields’  daughter,  in  the 
movie  “Places  in  the  Heart." 

Ms.  Porter,  author  of  "Papa  was  a 
Preacher."  lives  in  Dallas  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist 
Church.  Her  older  brother  Cecil  has  been 
on  the  business  staff  at  that  church  31 
years. 

Book’s  still  in  print 

Her  book,  still  in  print,  has  been  read 
by  some  60  million  people,  translated 
into  four  languages  (Japanese,  Spanish, 
Portuguese  and  Czechoslovakian)  and 
has  been  presented  an  estimated  2,000 
times  in  plays  at  churches,  colleges  and 
schools. 

“Papa"  was  the  Rev.  Robert  Edwin 
Porter,  an  itinerating  minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  He 
served  more  than  70  years  as  an  active 
minister.  At  age  96  he  was  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Plano,  another  Dallas  suburb.  He  is  said 
to  have  conducted  a  wedding  the  day  be¬ 
fore  his  death. 

Although  Ms.  Porter  wrote  the  book 
when  she  was  28,  she  penned  it  from  the 
wide-eyed  perspective  of  a  young  child. 
Humorous  adventures  that  preachers’ 
kids  experience  and  that  others  love  to 
hear  about  abound  in  the  167-page  book. 

In  one  chapter  she  vividly  recalls  the 
mixture  of  excitement  and  uncertainty 
that  preceded  annual-conference  time 
and  pastoral  assignments. 

She  wrote,  "Revival  time,  and  even 
the  excitement  of  Christmas,  paled  into 
insignificance  when  compared  with  that 
week  in  October  each  year  when  we 
were  mentally  suspended  above  the  map 
of  Texas  anxiously  awaiting  the  time 
when  Annual  Conference  would  drop  us 
on  a  town  in  which  to  settle.  ” 

Remaining  faithful  to  much  of  Ms. 
Porter’s  book,  the  screenplay  will  fea¬ 
ture  gospel  music  and  include  a  church 
scene,  a  revival  scene  and  two  sermons. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter. 
Steve  Feke.  director  and  screen  writer 
of  the  film,  seemed  to  transform  from  an 
intense  film  director  into  a  friendly 
preacher's  kid  as  he  told  how  he  easily 
identified  with  the  Porter  children  be¬ 
cause  his  papa  was  a  preacher,  too. 

‘Everyone’s  watching  you’ 

“Although  my  dad  was  a  Presbyterian 
minister  and  we  didn’t  move  around  like 


Methodist  ministers'  families,  a  lot  of 
events  in  the  book  also  happened  in  my 
life,  too,"  he  said.  “As  a  preacher’s  kid, 
you  feel  like  everyone  is  watching  you 
all  the  time. 

“I  can  really  relate  to  a  line  in  the 
script  where  one  of  the  kids  laments  that 
any  act  of  misbehaving  is  reported  to 
Papa  at  least  10  times  over.  That’s  ex¬ 
actly  how  I  felt.  It’s  like  having  the  con¬ 
gregation  as  a  huge  extended  family. 

"Being  the  family  of  an  itinerating 
Methodist  minister  and  having  to  move 
every  two  years  could  have  been  a  drag, 
but  it  wasn’t  for  the  Porter  family,  and 
that's  one  of  the  big  points  of  the  movie. 
The  moving  did  not  split  the  family;  it 
made  them  closer.” 

Noting  that  the  film  is  working  on  a 
$1. 5-million  budget,  considerably  less 
than  the  average  film  production.  Mr. 
Feke  said  he  believes  the  actors  and  ac¬ 
tresses  cast  in  the  film  are  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  working  on  a  family-oriented 
film  than  being  paid  “big  bucks." 

Couple’s  lives  extended 

Lifting  "Papa  was  a  Preacher"  off  the 
pages  and  onto  the  screen  was  the  idea 
of  the  Rev.  Don  Benton,  senior  pastor  of 
Lovers  Lane  UMC  in  Dallas,  and  his 
wife.  Rose  Marie.  The  pair  describe  the 
film  production  as  an  "extension  of  their 
lives— preaching  the  Gospel" 

Mrs.  Benton,  the  film's  executive  pro¬ 


ducer.  said,  "Our  primary  intention  is 
not  to  make  money  but  to  communicate 
a  story.  I  hope  the  film  will  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  someone’s  life— a  faith  differ¬ 
ence.  I  hope  they  will  see  that  being 
faithful  doesn’t  mean  being  pious,  but  it 
means  being  good.” 

The  Bentons’  team  effort  began  in 
1984  when  Mrs.  Benton  produced  a  musi¬ 
cal  play  version  of  “Papa  was  a  Preach¬ 
er"  at  Lovers  Lane  UMC  to  celebrate  the 
denomination’s  Bicentennial.  A  profes¬ 
sional  tape  of  the  play  was  shown  to  Mr. 
Jurow,  and  he  agreed  to  produce  it.  Soon 
thereafter  the  services  of  Mr.  Feke  were 
secured. 

To  raise  funds  necessary  to  produce 
the  film,  the  Bentons  formed  a  separate 
corporation  from  the  church  called  “Ro¬ 
sie  Productions."  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Benton 
contributed  to  the  project  and  sold  26 
units  at  $50,000  each  to  other  interested 
people. 

"About  half  of  the  contributors  are 
from  Lovers  Lane;  the  rest  are  con¬ 
cerned  Baptists.  Presbyterians.  Episco¬ 
palians  and  Catholics,"  said  Dr.  Benton. 
"Their  key  reason  for  contributing  is 
that  they  believe  that  there  needs  to  be  a 
good  Protestant  film.  It  was  also  impor¬ 
tant  to  them  that  the  film  is  rated  G. 

"All  of  us  have  a  feeling  of  providence 
about  the  film.  It's  like  an  idea  whose 
time  has  come.  This  movie  deals  with 
faith  but  it  will  attract  people  who 


wouldn’t  go  to  see  it  if  it  were  a  ‘church’ 
movie." 

Pausing  to  think  back  on  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  Papa  Porter,  Dr.  Benton  said, 
"Papa  had  a  strong  commitment  to  help 
others.  One  of  his  mottos  was,  ‘I’ll  proba¬ 
bly  wear  out  before  I  rust  out.’ 

"It  will  bless  our  lives  if  it  warms  the 
viewers’  hearts.  Rosie  and  I  have  been 
blessed,  and  this  film  is  our  opportunity 
to  show  it.” 


Help  Wanted: 

Congregational  Development 

Field  Representative,  Office  of  Loan 
Administration.  Position  requires  coun¬ 
selling  with  local  churches  and  man¬ 
aging  applications  for  loans  from 
inception  to  payout.  Candidate  will 
need  some  experience  in  local  church 
building  program,  plus  accounting/ 
legal  or  lending  experience.  Extensive 
travel  and  relocating  to  New  York  City 
required. 

Architect:  Design  and  build  local 
churches  under  direction  of  senior 
architect.  Church  building  experience 
helpful.  Travel  and  relocation  to  New 
York  City  required. 

Write  to:  Dr  Thomas  J.  Gallon 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
United  Methodist  Church 
475  Riverside  Drive.  Room  310 
New  Vbrk.  New  York  10115 
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Post-war  missionary  to  Japan  recalls  horrors 9  mystery  of  bomb 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  of  Going  to  Japan  in  1948  was  surh  a  was  “SonH  **  J 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  of 
several  stories  to  be  published  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  40th  anniversary  of  the 
dropping  of  two  atomic  bombs  on  Ja¬ 
pan  Aug.  6  and  9, 1945.) 

By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Marge  Mayer's  intro¬ 
duction  to  post-war  Japan  was  a 
strangely  fitting  climax  to  more  than  a 
year  of  preparation  for  short-term  work 
among  the  people  on  whom  her  govern¬ 
ment  had  dropped  an  atomic  bomb. 

She  soon  learned  that  her  stereo¬ 
typed  images  of  Japan  and  its  people— 
and  her  fears  about  how  she  would  be 
accepted  as  an  American  — were 
matched  by  the  students  to  whom  she’d 
come  to  teach  English  at  Kwasswi  College. 

They  were  afraid,  too.  They  told  sto¬ 
ries  of  young  women  cutting  their  hair 
to  look  like  men  for  fear  of  rape  by 
American  soldiers,  of  others  fleeing  to 
the  mountains  to  escape  the  expected 
atrocities  of  the  occupation  forces. 

The  nature  of  the  bomb,  its  long-term 
effects,  was  perhaps  the  biggest  mys¬ 
tery  but  far  from  the  only  one  as  Ms. 
Mayer  recalled  her  experiences  of  that 
period  for  Religious  News  Service 
shortly  before  the  40th  anniversary  of 
the  bombing  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasa¬ 
ki. 


Going  to  Japan  in  1948  was  such  a 
radical  notion  that  she  did  not  even  tell 
her  parents  of  her  intentions  until  she 
was  through  the  application  process, 
this  despite  the  fact  that  she  came 
from  a  strong  peace-oriented  family. 
Her  father,  her  grandfather  and  her 
uncle  were  all  ministers— and  paci¬ 
fists.  Her  mother  was  active  in  the 
peace  movement,  and  she  and  her 
three  brothers  had  spent  the  war  at¬ 
tending  youth  rallies  and  participating 
in  speech  contests,  all  geared  to  instill¬ 
ing  peaceful  ideals. 

Put  her  life  on  the  line 

Marge,  who  had  spent  her  college 
years  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University 
watching  her  friends  giving  their  lives 
to  go  to  war,  decided  it  was  time  to  put 
her  life  on  the  line  for  peace.  It  was  just 
that  simple— and  difficult— for  her. 

One  of  60  young  people  to  board 
freighters  to  Japan  that  fall,  Marge 
Mayer  little  realized  the  historic  im¬ 
portance  of  the  moment. 

Oddly,  the  seeds  for  the  program 
were  sown  even  before  the  war  when  a 
group  of  Japanese  and  American  Chris¬ 
tians,  seeing  the  signs  of  war,  covenant¬ 
ed  to  stay  in  touch  through  prayer. 

At  war's  end,  when  asked  what  the 
American  church  could  do,  the  re¬ 
sponse  from  the  Japanese  Christians 


was  immediate:  “Send  us  young  people 
to  live  in  our  colleges." 

So  they  went,  two-by-two,  under  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  Methodist  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions  in  what  became  known  as  the 
"J-3"  program  (three  years  of  service 
in  Japan).  It  became  the  model  for 
short-term  missionary  service  in  other 
countries,  as  well  as  the  Peace  Corps. 

Assigned  to  be  ‘a  presence’ 

The  youths  were  assigned  simply  to 
be  a  presence,  to  help  ensure  a  renewal 
of  the  ties  that  had  been  so  devastated 
by  the  war. 

It  was  good  that  her  family  came 
around  to  her  mission  venture  because 
the  first  thing  this  idealist  needed  was 
a  lot  of  muscle.  One  condition  for  get¬ 
ting  into  the  country  was  that  the  J-3s 
would  bring  everything  they  needed  to 
live  for  three  years— everything.  Cans 
of  tuna,  toilet  paper,  safety  pins,  kero¬ 
sene,  soap. 

The  tall,  graying  woman,  now  a 
United  Methodist  mission  board  execu¬ 
tive,  laughs  readily  at  her  memories  of 
her  dad  and  brothers  out  in  the  back¬ 
yard  building  wooden  boxes  to  ship  all 
that  stuff  to  Japan. 

Six  weeks  of  training  was  all  that 
fortified  the  volunteers  for  the  three 
years  ahead. 

There  were  some  heady  issues  facing 


these  youths,  the  oldest  of  whom  were 
25  years.  How  would  they  relate  to  the 
split  in  the  Japanese  church  between 
those  who  had  supported  the  emperor 
and  those  who  hadn't?  What  about  the 
alleged  communist  threat  to  the  world? 
How  would  they  relate  to  the  military? 

Reality  hit  quickly,  starting  with  a 
39-hour  train  ride  from  Tokyo  to  Naga¬ 
saki  in  cars  where  people  were  packed 
in  like  cattle.  No  food,  straight  wooden 
seats. 

The  air-conditioned  cars  for  Ameri¬ 
cans  were  no  lure.  In  fact,  even  the 
large  house  where  Marge  and  her  co- 
worker,  Alice  Boyer,  were  to  live  with 
the  older  missionaries  was  too  much 
for  this  duo.  They  would  live  in  a  Japa- 
nese-style  house,  sleeping  on  tatami 
mats,  cooking  over  charcoal  and  bath¬ 
ing  at  public  facilities. 

The  school  had  not  suffered  a  direct 
hit  from  the  bomb,  but  the  roof  had 
been  damaged  and  the  windows  shat¬ 
tered.  The  first  winter  Marge  shivered 
in  coats  and  boots  as  winds  whipped 
through  the  building. 

Other  tragedies  were  not  so  easily 
mended.  Seeing  burned  and  disabled 
people  was  daily  fare  in  Nagasaki.  Dur¬ 
ing  her  first  visit  to  the  atom  bomb’s 
epicenter,  she  recalls  seeing  arms  and 
legs  of  statues  in  the  Catholic  cathedral 
strewn  about.  She  said  all  she  could 


think  of  was  the  parallel  of  human  bod¬ 
ies  that  must  have  been  evident  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  bombing. 

Church  was  thriving 

It  was  a  thriving  time  for  the  church. 
The  Japanese  concluded  that  if  the 
Americans  won  the  war,  their  God 
must  be  superior.  They  wanted  to  know 
more. 

Marge  thinks  this  favorable  curiosity 
plus  the  humane  treatment  by  the 
American  military  under  Gen.  Douglas 
MacArthur  kept  her  totally  free  from 
negative  experiences  during  hef  ten¬ 
ure.  Ultimately,  she  was  hooked  by  the 
Japanese  hunger  for  a  reason  for  liv¬ 
ing.  They’d  had  the  pins  knocked  out 
from  under  them  spiritually  as  well  as 
materially. 

Marge  felt  that  the  Christian  faith 
was  the  answer  to  their  searching.  But 
it  was  a  conviction  that  didn’t  come 
tailor-made.  She  went  to  Japan  with 
her  family’s  faith,  her  church’s  faith. 
Her  experiences  “forced  me  back, 
back,  back  into  my  own  soul,  into  my 
own  heart,  into  my  own  faith  to  test 
what  I  really  believed,”  she  said.  “I  felt 
there  was  truth  there,  there  was  light 
that  I  could  share  with  them  ...  to  take 
as  their  own  or  not.” 

She  stayed  24  years. 


HELP 

Till  tkt  Jy aititunl  l/teuum 

WANTED 

For  Fellowship  of  CbrutiiB 
Reconstruction 

FORTY  YOUNG  MEN 
AND  mOMEN 
Tm  Vrt»  Tm  Temeh 

Enter  Religious  Activities 
Sponsor  Clubs  nod 
Friendships 

Qualifications:  A  Conse¬ 
crated  Christian — College  De- 
grcc — Good  Health — Rugged 
Disposition  —  Age  under  30. 

APPLY  NOW  ....  SAIL 
IN  FALL  OF  1948 

For  further  information  and  pro¬ 
cedure  t,  i crite: 

Missionaby  Person njel 
Department,  150  Fifth 
Ave.,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
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This  advertisement  in  the  Febru¬ 
ary  1948  “Methodist  Woman”  mag¬ 
azine  helped  call  volunteers  like 
Marge  Mayer  to  service  in  Japan. 


Freemasonry  comes  under  fire 


The  WorldLs  Our  Parish 
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Iowans  protest  U.S.  policies  on  Central  America 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa— Iowa  United  Methodists  didn’t 
take  long  to  put  their  conference  resolutions  into  action. 


As  the  annual  session  ended,  nearly  400  representatives, 
including  Bishop  Rueben  Job,  lined  up  for  a  six-block 
walk  to  the  Federal  Building  to  deliver  their  protest  of 


United  States  policy  in  Central  America.  Copies  of  the 
resolution  were  delivered  to  offices  of  U.S.  Senators 
Tom  Harkin,  D-Iowa,  and  Charles  Grassley,  R-Iowa. 
Other  marchers  remained  outside,  singing  and  listening 
to  speeches  on  the  current  situation  in  Central  America. 


Social-action  caucus  pressures  board 
over  pension  investment  ‘blood  money’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO— Saying  they  don’t  want  re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  ministers  to  be 
supported  by  "blood  money,”  members 
of  the  unofficial  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  caucus  have  stepped  up 
pressure  on  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Pensions  in  suburban  Chicago. 

Approximately  15  percent,  or  $230 
million,  of  the  Board  of  Pensions'  $1.6 
billion  in  investments  is  in  corporations 
that  do  business  in  South  Africa,  the 
federation  said. 

Income  from  the  board's  investments 
provides  the  bulk  of  pension  checks  for 
most  retired  UM  ministers. 

The  federation  wants  the  board  to  start 
a  process  that  likely  would  end  in  the 
board's  selling  all  stock  it  owns  in  compa¬ 
nies  doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

UMC  ‘helps  repress  blacks’ 

In  numerous  protests  last  month,  fed¬ 
eration  members  charged  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  through  its  pension 
fund  investments  undergirds  South  Afri¬ 
ca’s  system  of  apartheid,  which  is  a  le¬ 
galized  repression  against  blacks. 

Protesters  publicly  took  the  Board  of 
Pensions  to  task  in  vigils  at  IBM  Inc.  fa¬ 
cilities  in  New  Haven,  Conn.;  Fort 
Wayne,  Lafayette  and  South  Bend.  Ind.; 


New  York  City  and  Garden  City,  N.Y.; 
and  Chicago. 

While  protesters  charged  IBM  with 
providing  technology  on  which  the  South 
African  white  minority  maintains  its 
power,  they  also  distributed  leaflets  crit¬ 
icizing  United  Methodist  investments  in 
IBM  and  other  companies  doing  business 
in  South  Africa. 

At  the  federation’s  request,  the  Alli¬ 
ance  of  Radical  Methodists  in  Great 
Britain  held  similar  vigils  at  IBM  facili¬ 
ties  in  Portsmouth  and  London,  England. 

On  June  20  the  federation  organized  a 
national  "phone-in''  to  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  office  to  protest  the  board’s  insis¬ 
tence  on  maintaining  the  controversial 
stocks  among  its  investments. 

On  June  19  a  delegation  from  the  so¬ 
cial-action  caucus  met  with  Gerald  K. 
Homung,  Board  of  Pensions  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  urging  the  board  to  participate  in 
an  “ecumenical  selective  divestment 
strategy.” 

That  strategy  calls  for  12  key  corpora¬ 
tions  to  give  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment  an  ultimatum:  If  that  government 
I  doesn’t  start  dismantling  apartheid,  the 
corporations  will  pull  their  investments 
out  of  South  Africa. 

Supporters  of  the  strategy  pledge  to 
sell  all  stock  in  corporations  that  re¬ 
fuse  to  issue  such  an  ultimatum. 

‘Divestment  won’t  help  blacks’ 

The  pension  board’s  Mr.  Hornung, 
however,  said  he  was  not  persuaded  that 


People  are  at  the  heart  of  mission. 
Although  an  institution  may  bear  the 
cross  and  flame  emblem,  it  is  the 
Christian  witness  of  administrators, 
chaplains,  doctors  and  teachers  which 
ensures  that  God's  Word  is  heard. 

Mission  interns,  nationals  in  mission. 
National  Program  Division  mission 
workers  and  World  Program  Division 
missionaries  constitute  the  corps  of 
people  who  have  felt  God's  call  and 
are  in  ministry  around  the  globe. 

You  can  be  a  part  of  this  missionary 
outreach  through  the  following 
Advance  programs: 

•  National  Mission  Workers  Basic 
Support,  "982597-0 

•  Emerging  Personnel  Needs. 
"008986-5  H-F 

•  Persons  in  Mission  (Nationals). 
"007685-2  H-T 

•  National  Mission  Workers: 

New  and  Emerging 
Ministries.  "982601-7 

LflDom 


Bed/Breakfast  (Continental) 
Travelers  to  St.  Louis  are  invited  to 
stay  at  church-related  conference  cen¬ 
ter  on  beautiful  estate.  $21  per  person 
(double  occupancy).  Thompson  Center, 
12145  Ladue  Road,  St.  Louis,  MO  63141. 
(314)  434-3633. 
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and  catalog  of  evangelism  materials: 
5001  Avenue  N.  Lubbock.  TX  79412 


selling  stocks  in  corporations  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  South  Africa  would  help  blacks  in 
that  country  overcome  oppression. 

He  argued  that  the  policy  of  the  board 
has  followed  for  several  years  is  the  bet¬ 
ter  way  to  help  South  African  blacks. 
The  board  has  used  its  ownership  of 
stock  in  a  given  corporation  to  support 
shareholder  resolutions  calling  for  spe¬ 
cific  actions  by  that  corporation  in  its 
treatment  of  black  employees. 

The  board  would  lose  that  tool  if  it 
sold  its  stock,  Mr.  Hornung  said. 

“I  fail  to  see  how  selling  the  stock  we 
have  in  IBM,  for  instance,  to  another 
stockholder  would  have  that  much  im¬ 
pact  on  policies  in  South  Africa,’’  Mr. 
Hornung  said.  “We’ve  been  at  this  (share¬ 
holder  resolutions)  for  eight  years”  and  as 
a  result  50  major  companies  have  signed 
the  Sullivan  Principles. 

The  Sullivan  Principles  were  created 
by  a  black  American  Baptist  minister, 
the  Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  seeking  to  abol¬ 
ish  racial  discrimination  in  wages  and 
working  conditions  and  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  South  African  workers. 

Signers  of  the  Sullivan  Principles  are 
graded  annually  by  an  independent  con¬ 
sulting  firm,  Arthur  D.  Little  Inc.,  re¬ 
garding  their  compliance,  Mr.  Hornung 
said. 

While  acknowledging  that  the  Sullivan 
Principles  have  brought  some  reform  in 
South  Africa,  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  is  supporting  the  rela¬ 
tively  new  and  more  drastic  selective  di¬ 
vestment  strategy  adopted  by  United 
Methodism’s  general  boards  of  Church 
and  Society  and  of  Global  Ministries. 
Leaders  of  those  two  boards  have  sched¬ 
uled  a  consultation  Aug.  13-14  in  Chicago 
with  the  Board  of  Pensions  on  the  divest¬ 
ment  issue. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Hendrix,  a  re¬ 
tired  pastor  from  Oak  Brook,  Ill.,  led  the 
delegation  that  met  with  Mr.  Hornung. 
He  said  he  has  begun  to  organize  retired 
clergy  who  support  divestment. 

“We're  still  in  the  ministry  and  we 
don't  want  to  be  supported  by  blood 
money,”  he  added. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Methodists  in  Britain 
and  Roman  Catholics  in  the  United  States 
have  been  advised  to  reject  Freemasonry 
as  inconsistent  with  Christian  faith. 

Masonic  membership  is  also  a  live  is¬ 
sue  in  the  Church  of  England,  among 
British  Baptists,  and  in  the  Lutheran 
churches  of  Norway  and  Sweden. 

A  report  prepared  for  presentation  at 
the  British  Methodist  Conference  June 
28-July  5  in  Birmingham,  England,  says 
British  Methodists  should  not  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  secret  worldwide  movement 
and  that  Masonic  lodges  shouldn’t  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  meet  on  Methodist  premises. 

Report  labeled  ‘fallacious’ 

A  U.S.  Masonic  leader  who  is  also  a 
prominent  United  Methodist  layman  has 
called  the  British  report  “fallacious”  and 
said  Masonry  is  one  of  the  “best  supports 
religious  organizations  have.” 

The  British  Methodist  report  says  that 
Freemasonry  is  overly  secret,  offers  al¬ 
ternatives  to  important  elements  of 
Christianity  arid  has  allegedly  inter¬ 
fered  in  internal  church  affairs,  includ¬ 
ing  appointment  of  ministers. 

Because  of  its  "excessive  secrecy,”  the 
movement  “thus  encourages  suspicion 
and  lays  itself  open  to  charges  of  corrupt 
practice  which  can  be  neither  proved  nor 
disproved,”  the  document  says. 

If  the  report  is  adopted,  the  Method¬ 
ists  will  become  the  first  British  Protes¬ 
tant  denomination  to  voice  official 
disapproval  of  Freemasons  and  will  pro¬ 
vide  an  important  precedent  for  a  forth¬ 
coming  Anglican  investigation.  The 
British  Baptist  Church  has  also  kept  a 
close  eye  on  the  12-month  Methodist  in¬ 
quiry,  while  Britain’s  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  recently  re-emphasized  its 
strong  reservations  about  Masonic  mem¬ 
bership  for  Catholics. 

The  British  Methodist  conference  will 
be  told  that  one  of  the  most  serious  theo¬ 
logical  objections  to  Freemasonry  for 
Christians  lies  in  elements  of  its  ritual 
that  constitute  “an  attempt  to  unite  dif¬ 
ferent  religions  in  one,  which  Christians 
cannot  accept.” 

While  recommending  that  Methodists 
not  become  Masons,  the  report  recog¬ 
nizes  that  many  loyal  and  sincere  Meth¬ 
odists  belong  to  the  organization.  It 
urges  them  to  study  the  report  and  to 
consider  the  questions  it  raises. 

In  a  telephone  interview,  Robert  L. 
Dillard  Jr.,  a  high  official  of  Scottish 
Rite  Masons  in  Dallas,  told  RNS  that  he 
had  seen  reports  of  the  British  Methodist 
criticisms  of  Masonry  and  “most  of 
what  they  say  is  false.”  The  Duke  of 
Kent,  a  top  leader  of  British  Freemason¬ 
ry,  is  responding  to  the  charges,  he  said. 

Mr.  Dillard,  a  lawyer,  formerly  held 
the  highest  post,  that  of  grand  master,  in 
Masonry’s  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas.  An  ac¬ 
tive  lay  leader  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  he  is  former  chairman  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  board  of  the  denomination's 
second-largest  congregation,  Highland 
Park  Church  of  Dallas.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  five  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Conferences. 

Lodge  described  as  fraternity 

"We're  not  a  religion,”  he  said  of  the 
Masons.  “We’re  not  a  cult.”  That  charge 
is  "a  bunch  of  stuff,”  he  said.  "We’re  a 
fraternity  in  existence  for  300  years.  It 
grew  out  of  the  church.  The  people  who 
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‘Living  Archives’  formed 


INTRODUCTORY  KIT  $15 
BOX  77 

EL  PASO.  ARK  72045 


By  WALTER  VERNON 

MADISON,  N.J.  — A  new  thrust  in 
United  Methodism’s  history  concerns 
was  made  in  mid-June  at  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Archives  and  History  with  the  or¬ 
ganizing  of  an  unofficial  group  called 
Living  Archives. 

Brainchild  of  the  Rev.  E.  W.  J.  Schmitt 
of  Sunnyvale,  Calif.,  the  project  drew 
seven  of  its  first  10  members  to  the  or¬ 
ganizational  session. 

Living  Archives  are  people  who  have 
knowledge  of  various  aspects  of  United 
Methodist  history  and/or  have  experi¬ 
enced  or  made  some  of  that  history 
themselves. 

One  highlight  of  the  week  was  an  hour- 
long  conference  call  to  the  Rev.  Albert 


C.  Outler  in  Dallas.  He  was  asked  about 
United  Methodist  theology  and  polity,  is¬ 
sues  facing  United  Methodists  and  the 
state  of  the  church  at  this  time. 

Because  of  Dr.  Outler’s  preeminence 
as  a  theologian,  historian  and  Wesley 
scholar,  he  was  designated  the  No.  1 
member  of  Living  Archives. 

The  Living  Archives  movement  hopes 
to  conserve  experiences,  recollections 
and  judgment  of  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  and  innumerable  lay  retirees. 

The  group  is  proposing  a  continuing 
emphasis  on  training  people  to  preserve 
and  use  church  records  appropriately. 

Dr.  Vernon  is  a  church  historian  and 
retired  UM  curriculum  editor  living  in 
Nashville.  Tenn. 


built  cathedrals  in  the  Middle  Ages  orga¬ 
nized  the  first  lodges.” 

“A  lot  of  Methodist  bishops  and  pas¬ 
tors  are  Masons,”  Mr.  Dillard  continued, 
“and  Baptist  preachers.  We  have  Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ  ministers,  Church  of  Christ 
and  Presbyterians.”  At  least  two  U.S. 
presidents— Harry  Truman  and  Andrew 
Jackson— were  Masons,  said  Mr.  Dil¬ 
lard. 

Denying  charges  that  Masonry  is  rac¬ 
ist,  Mr.  Dillard  said  the  group  has  “no 
color  lines.”  He  said  he  did  not  know  how 
many  black  members  are  in  Masonic 
lodges.  “We  don’t  keep  records  on  that,” 
he  said.  Masonry  has  many  Jewish  mem¬ 
bers,  he  added. 

“It’s  interesting,”  said  Mr.  Dillard, 
“that  the  only  other  people  who  jump  on 
us  (besides  church  leaders)  are  the  fas¬ 
cists  and  communists.”  HMer  outlawed 
Masonry  in  Nazi  Germany,  he  said.  “The 
only  exception  among  communist  coun¬ 
tries  is  Cuba,”  Mr.  Dillard  said.  “Castro 
has  never  put  the  Masonic  fraternity  out 
of  business  in  Cuba.” 

The  Masonic  leader  acknowledged 
that  Shriners,  generally  made  up  of  high- 
ranking  Masons,  have  “pseudo-Islamic” 
rituals.  “But  the  Shrine  is  a  fun  organiza¬ 
tion,”  he  said.  “That  background  is  just 
to  give  it  color.  It’s  strictly  an  American 
organization,”  although,  he  added,  “it’s 
also  strong  in  Israel.” 


The  charge  that  Masonry  is  a  “secret 
organization”  is  “sort  of  a  catch- 
phrase,”  according  to  Mr.  Dillard.  The 
Masons  are  like  “a  college  fraternity” 
that  excludes  women  and  has  “secret 
passwords,”  he  said.  “We’re  not  a  secret 
organization,  but  we’re  an  organization 
with  some  secrets.  But  you  can  go  down 
to  B.  Dalton's  and  find  a  book  with  all 
our  secrets  in  it.” 

U.S.  Freemasonry  has  4  million  mem¬ 
bers  and  does  $400  million  worth  of  char¬ 
ity  a  year,  he  said.  Masons  operate 
children’s  homes,  cancer  hospitals  and 
orthopedic  hospitals  where  children  are 
treated  without  charge. 

Incompatability  alleged 

Meanwhile,  a  committee  of  U.S.  Cath¬ 
olic  bishops,  in  a  confidential  report 
mailed  recently  to  all  Catholic  bishops  in 
the  country,  called  Freemasonry  “irrec¬ 
oncilable”  not  only  with  Catholicism  but 
with  all  Christianity. 

According  to  National  Catholic  News 
Service,  the  report  of  the  U.S.  committee 
headed  by  Cardinal  Bernard  F.  Law  of 
Boston,  said  that  “the  principles  and  ba¬ 
sic  rituals  of  Masonry  embody  a  natural¬ 
istic  religion,  active  participation  in 
which  is  incompatible  with  the  Christian 
faith  and  practice.  Those  who  knowingly 
embrace  such  principles  are  committing 
serious  sin.” 


CLASSIFIED 

MINISTER  OR  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  ministries 

At  least  5  years  experience  leading  successful 
choir  programs.  To  develop  and  lead  multiple 
choir  program,  12,000-plus  membership  downtown 
metropolitan  church.  Send  resumes  to  SEARCH 
COMMITTEE,  1st  UMC,  1320  Main,  Houston  TX 
77002.  Deadline  July  15. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR:  1.100-MEMBER  church. 
College  degree  and/or  equivalent  experience  in 
church  or  related  work.  Salary  range  $16,000  to 
20,000.  Please  apply  before  Aug.  1,  1985.  Universi¬ 
ty  United  Methodist  Church.  2000  S.  Locust,  Las 
Cruces  88001. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY 

in  church  of  3,600  members.  Salary  negotiable, 
based  on  qualifications  and  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to  FUMC,  401  W.  Randolph, 
Enid,  OK  73701,  Attn:  Dr.  Darrell  Dedrick,  Chair¬ 
person.  SPR  Committee. 

at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Sanford.  FL. 
1,000  members.  Near  Orlando  and  Disney  World. 
Salary  negotiable.  Parsonage  included  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  picture  to  the  Rev.  George  A.  Buie  III, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  419  Park  Ave 
Sanford.  FL  32771 

MONTGOMERY,  AL- FIRST  United  Methodist 

Church  is  seeking  a  director  of  youth  ministries. 
2,500  members.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 
Dr  Karl  K.  Stegall,  2416  W  Goverdale  Park, 
Montgomery,  AL  36194. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  NEEDED:  Fast- 

growing  church  in  beautiful  Southwest  Florida. 
Degree  in  Christian  education  or  M  Div.  pre¬ 
ferred  Salary  negotiable.  Position  available  im¬ 
mediately.  Will  consider  recent  college  or 

CAMPUS  PASTOR -WASHBURN  UNIVERSITY, 
Topeka,  KS.  Qualifications:  Ordination  by  UMC, 
PC  (U.S.A.),  UCC  or  Brethern;  counseling  skills; 
and  ability  to  take  initiative.  Resumes  by  July  15. 
1985,  to  Rev.  Charles  Hadley.  912  S.  Topeka,  Wich¬ 
ita.  KS  67211. 

seminary  graduates.  Send  resume:  Rev.  Robert 
Bruce.  East  Naples  United  Methodist  Church.  Na¬ 
ples.  FL  33962.  j 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR— Limited  responsibility  for 
coordinating  education  program.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  from  $18,000.  To  obtain  application,  send  re- 

1.350-MEMBER  CHURCH,  near  Disney  World, 
seeking  director  of  program  and  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  Must  have  a  genuine  experience  with  Christ, 
a  love  for  people  and  thorough  knowledge  of  Meth¬ 
odist  materials.  Should  be  a  diaconal  minister  or 
certified  DCE.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 
Contact  Dr.  Jiles  E  Kirkland.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  819,  Winter  Park,  FL  32790. 

sume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  230  Court. 
Dumas.  AR  71639. 

DYNAMIC.  GROWING  YOUNG  CHURCH  in 
northwest  San  Antonio  seeks  energetic,  part-time 
Music  Director.  Salary  negotiable.  Northwest  Hills 
UMC.  7575  Tezel,  San  Antonio.  TX  78250. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  for 

1,700-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  D.C.E.  in  adult 

ministry  and  youth  minister  with  experience  in  music. 
Send  resume  to  16000  Rippling  Water,  Houston,  TX  77064. 

Methodist  Church  in  Georgetown.  TX.  Commit¬ 
ment  to  youth  and  their  spiritual  development  es¬ 
sential  An  appropriate  combination  of  education, 

TRAINING  FOR  WOMEN  who  care  about  other 

people,  want  to  work  helping  them  but  need  pro¬ 
fessional  training  to  become  employed.  We  offer 
Peer  Counselor  Training  that  prepares  housewives 
and  other-  women  for  paid  employment  as  certified 
peer  counselors.  Home  and  classroom  training 
Sept.  3  through  Oct.  25.  Tuition  $700.  Four  weeks 
training  location:  Center  For  Creative  Communi¬ 
cation,  Suite  6,  Lincoln  Square,  Urbana,  IL  81801. 
(217)  337-1156.  Application  due  to  Kay  McGuire  by 
Aug.  1.  Enrollment  limited. 

experience  and  enthusiasm  required.  Full-time 
employment.  Submit  resume  to  Rev.  Joe  Flagg, 

410  E.  University.  Georgetown.  TX  78626 

FACULTY  POSITION  IN  NEW  TESTAMENT. 
United  Theological  Seminary  is  seeking  a  person 
to  fill  a  tenure-track  faculty  position  in  New  Tes¬ 
tament  with  an  emphasis  on  Pauline  studies  to  be¬ 
gin  Fall  1966.  Resumes  must  be  received  by  Oct.  1, 
1985.  Direct  inquiries  to  Dean  Newell  J.  Wert.  1810 
Harvard  Blvd..  Dayton.  OH  45406 

POSITION  OPEN:  JURISDICTIONAL  coordina¬ 

tor.  Volunteers  in  Mission,  part-time  employment. 
Experience  as  missionary  preferred.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Aug.  1,  1985,  deadline  for  receiving  applica¬ 
tions.  Contact  S.  Duane  Bruce  for  applications, 
6155  Samuell  Blvd..  Dallas,  TX  75228.  Telephone 

NEIGHBORHOOD  MINISTRY  SEEKS  clergyper- 
son  as  co-director  to  work  with  poor  people.  Mini¬ 
mum  salary,  special  appointment  Send  resume  or 
questions  to  Rey.  Christine  Nees.  785  S.  Main  St., 
Akron,  OH  44311  by  Sept  11,  1985.  Equal  Opportu¬ 
nity  Employer. 

(214)321-7077 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  2.000-member  church. 

SEEKING  POSITION  TO  MAKE  MAXIMUM  USE 
of  my  experience  in  business  management,  fund 
raising  and  budgets.  Also  possess  strong  adminis¬ 
trative-management  background  in  non-profit  or¬ 
ganizations.  Contact  Joseph  L  Anderson,  P.O.  Box 
1582.  Kilgore.  TX  75662.  (214)  984-5022. 

Fully  graded  choir  program  (handbell  and  com¬ 
plete  Orff  instrumentarium).  Desire  experienced 
person  with  Orff  training  (or  willingness  to  study). 
Salary  negotiable  Richard  Looney,  Munsey  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church.  P.  O.  Box  1336, 
Johnson  City.  TN  37601.  j 

THE  LOUISVILLE  CONFERENCE  Council  on 
Ministries  is  looking  for  a  staff  person  to  be  direc¬ 
tor  of  Stewardship/Evangelism  Ministries.  This 
staff  member  would  be  responsible  to  develop  for 

ORGANIST,  PART-TIME  POSITION  OPEN  Sal¬ 

ary  negotiable.  17-rank  Moller  organ.  Call  Melanie 
Jacobson,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Modes¬ 
to.  CA.  (209)  522-9046. 

the  local  churches,  districts  and  conference  pro¬ 
grams  of  stewardship  and  evangelism  and  to  give 
leadership  in  implementation  Requirements: 
Bachelor's  degree,  experience  in  the  field  of  stew¬ 
ardship  and  evangelism,  and  program  manage- 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION/EVANGELISM. 
Half-time  position  in  rapidly  growing,  600-  mem¬ 
ber  congregation.  Contact  the  Rev  James  A.  Har- 
nish.  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church.  4851 
Apopka-Vineland  Road.  Orlando.  FL  32819. 

negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Council  on  Ministries. 
1115  S  Fourth  St..  Louisville.  KY  40203.  Applica¬ 
tions  received  without  regard  to  race  or  sex 

MUSIC  MINISTER  JOB  WANTED  around  Louis¬ 

ville  area.  Can  work  with  youth.  Graduating  senior 
at  Asbury  College— Major  music,  minor  Bible. 
Have  experience  in  church  work.  Call  (606)  858- 
9989  or  write  Eric  Grimes.  Asbury  College.  Wil- 
more.  KY  40390  j 

THE  LOUISVILLE  CONFERENCE  Council  on 
Ministries  is  seeking  a  staff  person  to  be  Director/ 

tries  Responsible  for  program  planning  and 
implementation,  fiscal  and  property  management 
of  500-plus  acres  camp/retreat  ground  Four-year 
college  degree— preferably  in  recreation  or  lei¬ 
sure  ministries.  Experience  in  leisure  ministries  and 
camp  administration.  Salary  and  benefits  are  nego- 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST- ASSISTANT  DIREC¬ 

TOR  for  1. 900-member  church.  Play  four  services, 
direct  children's  and  handbell  choirs.  Allen  11/44 
organ  to  be  replaced  when  funds  available.  Highly 
competitive  salary;  extensive  music  program. 
Send  resume  to  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 

101  Live  Oak  Blvd.,  Lafayette.  LA  70503. 

Fourth  St..  Louisville.  KY  40203  Applications  re¬ 
ceived  without  regard  to  race  or  sex. 

WANTED  DCE  WITH  EMPHASIS  ON  CHIL¬ 

DREN  and  youth  programs  for  a  500-member 

ALABAMA-WEST  FLORIDA  CONFERENCE,  AS- 

church  Salary  negotiable  Deadline  July  15. 
TSUMC.  Box  89.  LaGrange.  TX  78945. 

tries  — Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  staff  person, 
with  other  portfolio  responsibilities  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  in  consultation  Primary  responsibility— 
work  with  E.M  L.C.  Missional  Priority  Committee 
to  carry  out  missional  priority  Black  lay  or  clergy 
preferred  Salary  negotiable  Deadline  for  submit¬ 
ting  resumes.  Oct  1.  1985  Write:  Dr  Roy  T  Sub¬ 
lette.  P.  O.  Box  700.  Andalusia,  AL  36420 

CHILD-CARE  STAFF  SUPERVISOR  Group 
Home  for  Children  in  Covina.  CA.  Bachelor  s  de¬ 
gree  in  behavioral  science  preferred.  Child-care 
discipline  and  education  are  main  themes  for  this 
position.  Hours  are  3:00  p.m.— 11 :30  p.m.,  M/F— one 
weekend  monthly.  Salary  $14,685  to  $18,512.  Call 

Mrs  Ober.  (818)  331-0021.  9  a.m.-4:30  p.m..  M/F 
only. 
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Christians  more  active  in  China 

Government  permits  church  more  freedom,  outside  assistance 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 

Thirty-five  years  ago,  following  the  Communist 
takeover,  China  expelled  missionaries  sent  there  by 
Christian  churches  from  around  the  world. 

In  a  dramatic  reversal  of  policy,  now  it  is  permit¬ 
ting— and  encouraging— those  churches  again  to  send 
workers  and  money  to  China. 

They  are  to  come  not  to  evangelize  but  to  help  in 
health,  education  and  social-service  projects  that 
would  aid  China’s  modernization  efforts. 

The  Marxist  government,  which  earlier  had  taken 
over  many  of  those  projects  from  the  churches,  now 
permits  China’s  Christians  to  be  involved  in  them.  The 
Chinese  Christians,  in  turn,  are  asking  assistance  from 
overseas  churches  and  agencies,  as  well  as  from  their 
fellow  Chinese. 

An  example  of  this  history-making  initiative  is  the 
recent  formation  of  the  Amity  Foundation,  headed  by 
Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  who  is  president  of  the  China  Chris¬ 
tian  Council,  chairman  of  the  Chinese  Christian  Three- 
Self  Patriotic  Movement  and  principal  of  Nanjing 
(Nanking)  Theological  Seminary. 

Pilot  projects  of  the  foundation,  which  is  national  in 
scope,  will  be  mostly  in  the  Nanjing  area  of  Jiangsu 
Province.  Projects  in  education,  medical  work  and 
publications  have  been  initiated. 

For  example,  church-related  organizations  in  North 
America  and  West  Germany,  including  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.,  are  helping  recruit 
teachers  for  service  in  Chinese  institutions  of  higher 
learning. 

Printing  facilities  planned 

The  United  Bible  Societies  will  help  the  Amity 
Foundation  establish  a  modern  printing  facility  in  Chi¬ 
na  that  will  have  capacity  to  print  several  hundred 
thousand  Bibles  a  year,  as  well  as  other  Christian  lit¬ 
erature. 

In  medical  work,  the  Amity  Foundation  will  support 
the  upgrading  of  facilities  at  the  Nanjing  Children’s 
Mental  Health  Research  Centre  and  other  medical  and 
welfare  institutions. 

Besides  “contributing  to  China’s  social  development 
and  efforts  toward  modernization,”  the  foundation’s 


goals  include  “making  Christian  involvement  and  par¬ 
ticipation  more  widely  known  to  the  Chinese  people’’ 
and  “serving  as  a  channel  for  the  ecumenical  sharing 
of  resources  and  international  people-to-people  rela¬ 
tionships.” 

Han  Wenzao,  associate  general  secretary  of  the  Chi¬ 
na  Christian  Council  and  spokesman  for  the  founda¬ 
tion,  emphasized  that  the  foundation’s  initiative 
•represents  no  departure  from  the  Three-Self  princi¬ 
ple  (self-supporting,  self-governing,  self-propagating) 
of  the  Chinese  Church  as  we  have  understood  it  over 
the  last  three  decades.  ” 

“We  do  not  seek  help  from  overseas  in  matters  of 
church  finance,  and  the  Amity  Foundation  will  be  an 
independent  organization,  separate  from  both  the  Chi¬ 
nese  Christian  Three-Self  Patriotic  Movement  and  the 
China  Christian  Council,”  he  said. 

Good  for  state  and  Christians 

In  a  letter  sent  last  December  to  about  30  friends 
around  the  world,  Bishop  Ting  broached  the  idea  for 
the  foundation  and  said  “waning  of  ultra-leftism  in 
China  has  reached  a  stage  when  local  and  individual 
initiatives  are  encouraged  so  long  as  they  work  to¬ 
wards  socialist  modernization.” 

“We  think  this  is  a  good  environment  in  which  Chinese 
Christians  cannot  only  do  our  share  as  citizens  in  nation 
building,  but  also  make  the  fact  of  Christian  presence 
and  participation  better  known  to  our  people,  without  in 
any  way  weakening  the  work  of  the  church  paper,”  he  said. 

Philip  L.  Wickeri,  an  American  Presbyterian  cler¬ 
gyman  serving  as  overseas  coordinator  for  the  Amity 
Foundation  in  Hong  Kong,  said  that  a  1982  Chinese 
Marxist  document  “highlights  the  possibilities  for  co¬ 
operation  between  religious  believers  and  nonbeliev¬ 
ers  in  the  struggle  for  socialist  modernization.” 

“Although  Chinese  Protestants  have  no  desire  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  Three-Self  principle  in  the  life  of  their 
churches,  they  are  interested  in  responding  creatively 
to  the  new  situation  in  Chinese  society,”  he  said. 

He  also  noted  that,  while  Chinese  Protestants  do  not 
seek  overseas  help  in  matters  of  church  finance,  they 
are  “interested  in  encouraging  those  initiatives  from 
abroad  which  would  serve  to  promote  the  health,  edu¬ 
cation  and  welfare  of  all  the  Chinese  people.  The  prob¬ 


lem  has  been  to  nnd  a  proper  channel  for  such 
initiatives  — ” 

Dr.  Wickeri  said  the  inclusion  of  some  prominent 
non-Christians  on  the  foundation’s  board  of  directors, 
including  a  former  president  of  Nanjing  University, 
will  help  the  foundation  to  have  a  broader  impact.  He 
quoted  one  North  American  mission  executive  as  say¬ 
ing  that  the  foundation  “breaks  away  from  traditional 
church  structure  modes  of  operation,  both  denomina¬ 
tional  and  ecumenical.  It  eliminates  the  old-style  mis¬ 
sion-church  paternalism  by  establishing  a  true 
partnership  and  peer  relationship.  If  offers  creative 
possibilities  for  low-key  Christian  witness  in  collabo¬ 
ration  with  non-Christian  partners  in  service  to  the 
wider  community  — without  insisting  on  ‘making 
points’  for  the  institutional  church.  Once  again  ...  the 
Chinese  Church  may  be  showing  us  the  way  for  new 
forms  of  Christian  witness  and  service.” 

International  talks  proposed 

Bishop  Ting  has  proposed  that  an  international,  ecu¬ 
menical  Christian  conference  be  held  in  Nanjing  in  the 
fall  of  1986  on  the  theme,  "Exploring  Christian  Mission 
and  Service.”  The  conference  would  set  the  agenda  for 
international  Christian  participation  in  China’s  mod¬ 
ernization  program  as  well  as  explore  lessons  of  the 
missionary  past  and  review  achievements  of  the  au¬ 
tonomous  Chinese  Catholic  and  Protestant  churches. 

Edwin  0.  Fisher,  chairman,  and  Franklin  J.  Woo, 
director,  of  the  China  Program  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.,  endorsed  the  Ting  proposal 
for  such  a  conference.  They  pointed  out  in  a  statement 
that  if  Christian  organizations  are  involved  in  China’s 
modernization,  it  will  be  a  type  of  service  “without 
mission”  insofar  as  any  mutuality  with  the  church  in 
China  is  concerned. 

“In  such  a  situation,"  they  said,  "whatever  under¬ 
standing  of  ‘mission’  will  then  be  by  necessity  our  own 
self-understand-ing  of  a  theology  of  presence." 

They  said  the  agenda  for  the  proposed  conference 
should  be  seen  “in  the  context  of  the  world  economic 
order  and  how  in  that  present  order  developed'  na¬ 
tions  relate  to  the  ‘developing’  societies.  The  backdrop 
is  the  interplay  between  Chinese  and  Western  cultural 
values  as  contributors  to  world  peace  and  justice.” 
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Mother  Teresa  receives  medal 
WASHINGTON— Nobel  Laureate  Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta  greets  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Mrs.  Reagan  at  the  White  House,  where  she  received  the  Medal  of 
Freedom  from  the  president.  He  commended  her  for  her  “everyday”  work 
among  the  poor  in  one  of  India’s  largest  and  poorest  cities. 

Immigration  reform  bill 
irks  religious  leader  group 


Wanted:  More  writers 
about  Christian  issues 


BY  CAROLE  ALLEN-BALEY 
Religious  News  Service 
Christian  writers  once  prayed  that  pub¬ 
lishers  would  accept  their  manuscript 
ideas.  But  today  many  Christian  publish¬ 
ing  houses  are  actively  recruiting  authors 
£o  address  critical  Christian  issues. 

“We’re  even  thumbing  through  Chris¬ 
tian  magazines  to  find  good  writers," 
said  Larry  Libby,  editor-at-large  of 
Multnomah  Press,  Portland,  Ore.,  who 
attended  the  June  13-16  Writers  Institute 
at  Biola  University,  La  Mirada,  Calif. 
Mr.  JUbby,  one  of  seven  publishing  repre¬ 
sentatives  at  the  conference,  said  he  and 
other  editors  attend  many  of  the  nation’s 
45  Christian  writer  workshops  to  find 
good  writers. 

Family-issues  books  needed 

"We’re  looking  for  well-written  books 
dealing  with  Christian  home  and  family 
issues,"  said  Kin  Millen,  acquisition  edi¬ 
tor  for  Baker  Book  House,  Ada,  Mich. 
Topics  many  publishers  seek  now  relate 
to  child  and  wife  abuse  prevention,  di¬ 
vorce  reconciliation  and  personal 
growth,  rather  than  an  exclusive  diet  of 
inspirational  and  devotional  material. 

The  proliferation  of  Christian  writing 
workshops  began  in  1964,  after  Billy 
Graham’s  "Decision  Magazine’s  School 
of  Christian  Writing"  was  instituted  in 
Minneapolis.  Since  then,  writers  have  at¬ 
tended  Decision  Magazine’s  conference 
and  others  to  improve  their  writing 
style,  discover  new  markets  for  their  ar¬ 
ticles  and  receive  encouragement  from 
other  writers. 

These  workshops,  such  as  Inspired  Re¬ 
ligious  Writing,  Colfax.  Iowa;  Christian 
Writers  Seminar,  Muskegon,  Mich. ;  and 
Christian  Writers  Retreat,  Clymer,  N.Y., 
have  helped  thousands  of  budding  writers 
and  authors  get  published. 

On  a  national  basis  there  are  more 
than  300  writing  conferences;  each  offers 
specific  instruction.  Women  Writers 
West’s  Writing  for  Love  or  Money,  Los 
Angeles,  caters  to  remance  writers. 
Investigative  Reporters  and  Editors,  an 
annual  workshop  held  in  Chicago,  offers 


American  Jewry  study 
predicts  two-way  split 


fresh  approaches  to  reporting. 

“People  attend  these  conferences  be¬ 
cause  they  have  a  book  or  article  inside 
them,  and  they  have  to  get  it  unleashed," 
said  Dr.  Lowell  Saunders,  professor  of 
communication  and  director  of  Biola 
University’s  Writers  Institute. 

"But  no  writer  should  feel  that  once 
they’ve  attended  a  conference  they  can 
quit  their  job  and  be  an  author,"  Dr. 
Saunders  added.  “That’s  unrealistic!" 

Alan  Cliburn,  a  California  free-lance 
writer  and  photographer,  is  successful, 
he  said,  because  "I  never  quit  working  at 
it.”  Mr.  Cliburn,  who’s  authored  two 
books  and  written,  articles  for  24  years, 
said  he  circulates  a  minimum  of  300  pho¬ 
tographs  and  articles  to  editors  at  any 
given  time  and  usually  receives  at  least 
one  check  in  the  mail  each  day. 

‘‘But  as  a  free-lancer,  I  still  make  very 
little  money,”  Mr.  Cliburn  said.  "My  av¬ 
erage  income  is  $1,000  a  month,  and  that 
includes  photography  sales.” 

"There  are  very  few  people  living  on 
book  royalties,”  said  Mr.  Killen  of  Baker 
Book  House.  "Within  the  Christian  pub¬ 
lishing  industry,  only  10  people  are  living 
on  royalties,  such  as  Dr.  James  Dobson, 
the  Rev.  Charles  Swindoll  and  Joyce 
Landorf.  Almost  every  other  writer  has 
another  occupation  to  help  meet  ex¬ 
penses." 

Books  have  influence 

While  income  is  important  to  writers, 
so  is  the  influence  on  other  people’s  lives, 
said  Sally  Stuart,  an  Oregon-based  free¬ 
lance  writer  who’s  made  more  than  500 
article  sales  in  78  Christian  and  secular 
publications. 

Ms.  Stuart  said  the  popularity  of  the 
evangelical  movement  is  evidenced  by 
the  growing  number  of  Christian  periodi¬ 
cals.  She  estimates  there  are  400-500 
magazines,  newsletters,  bulletins  and 
pamphlets  that  depend,  in  part,  on 
Christian  free  lance  writers,  as  well  as 
150  Christian  book  publishers.  The  mag¬ 
azines,  she  said,  are  gaining  popularity 
because  they  address  challenging  issues, 
such  as  marriage  and  family  problems, 
and  other  topics  currently  in  the  news. 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON- Leaders  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  mainline  Protestant,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  and  Jewish  groups  have  issued  a 
joint  attack  on  newly  proposed  immigra¬ 
tion  reform  legislation  in  Congress. 

Organizations  representing  a  broad 
segment  of  the  Christian  and  Jewish 
populations  criticized  a  Senate  proposal 
for  failing  to  contain  a  program  of  am¬ 
nesty  for  undocumented  aliens.  Previous 
immigration  proposals  have  contained 
provisions  for  amnesty. 

The  religious  leaders  said  a  ‘‘massive 
deportation”  of  undocumented  aliens,  as 
well  as  their  continued  illegal  status,  are 


neither  moral  nor  practical  options  for 
the  country. 

Releasing  a  June  24  statement  on  im¬ 
migration  reform  were  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  the  U.S.  Catholic 
Conference,  and  the  Union  of  American 
HebrewCongregations,  the  congregational 
body  of  Reform  Judaism  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

They  reacted  to  legislation  introduced 
by  Sen.  Alan  K.  Simpson,  R-Wyo.,  a 
leading  supporter  of  immigration  re¬ 
form  in  Congress.  His  proposal  would 
make  a  legalization  program  contingent 
upon  whether  a  presidential  commission 
finds  that,  among  other  things,  illegal 
immigration  has  declined. 


Dear  Deborah 

Why  can’t  I  forgive  her? 
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Israeli  peace  worker  visits  U.S. 

NEW  YORK — Dov  Yermiya,  71,  was  a  colonel  in  the  Israeli  Defense 
Force.  But  he  came  to  believe  that  Israel’s  war  against  Lebanon  was  unjusti¬ 
fied  and  was  dismissed  from  the  army  for  involvement  in  the  Israeli  peace 
movement.  He  recently  completed  a  tour  of  the  United  States  sponsored  by 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  promoting  his  book,  “My  War 
Diaries.” 


Dear  Deborah: 

When  I  was  quite  young,  my  aunt  came 
to  our  house  to  live  and  then  ran  off  with 
and  married  my  father.  Life  was  very 
rough  for  mother,  my  brother,  sister  and 
me.  For  a  long  time  I  was  very  angry 
with  her  but  then  decided  the  Christian 
thing  to  do  was  to  forgive  her,  which  I 
thought  I  did. 

The  problem  is  that  things  keep  com¬ 
ing  up  that  make  me  know  that  I 
haven't  really  done  it.  Examples  are 
that  I  don’t  really  want  her  to  visit  me 
and  I  find  excuses  why  I'm  too  busy 
when  she  hints  at  coming  and  I  don’t 
write  letters  to  her  as  often  as  mother’s 
other  sister,  etc.  How  can  I  really  for- 


Book  Review 

Church’s  financial  potential  probed 


•The  Hidden  Billions”  by  John  and  Syl¬ 
via  Ronsvalle;  C-4  Resources  Inc.,  1984. 
185  pages. 

By  MARVIN  E.  CEYNAR 

A  significant  clue  to  the  heart  of  this 
book  is  the  subtitle  ‘‘The  Potential  of  the 
Church  in  the  U.S.A.,"  especially  in 
terms  of  the  church's  financial  abilities 
to  support  foreign  and  national  missions 
and  the  subsequent  improvement  of 
worldwide  fellowship  in  Christ. 

The  other  clue  is  the  phrase  "Empty 
Tomb"  that  occurs  frequently  in  the 
book.  It  refers  to  a  Champaign  County, 
Ill.,  organization  of  six  adults  in¬ 
volved  in  a  ministry  of  caring.  For  more 
than  a  decade,  the  Ronsvalles  and  others 
whom  they  inspire  have  led  in  the  struggle 


to  share  the  Lord’s  love  in  a  ministry 
among  the  poor. 

The  poor  in  Champaign  County  are  in 
a  public  housing  development.  What  a 
job  it  is  for  them  just  to  get  some  defec¬ 
tive  sewer  lines  replaced! 

The  poor  also  are  in  northeastern  Bra¬ 
zil  where  a  father  working  hard  in  the 
sugar  cane  fields  may  live  only  to  age  30 
and  where  numerous  children  die  of  eas¬ 
ily  preventable  diseases.  The  cisterns 
and  other  projects  sponsored  by  "Empty 
Tomb"  were  visited  during  the  Rons¬ 
valles’  two-week  stay. 

Both  the  sewer  experience  and  the 
Brazilian  trip  convinced  the  ecumenical 
Champaign  County  Christians  that  the 
poor  have  faces,  something  that  the  fre- 


His  t  o  ry  of  Hym  ns 

Lines  reflect  Psalm  103 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Unless  rabbinic  leaders  sit  down  and 
talk,  American  Jewry  will  split  into  two 
hostile  camps  by  the  year  2000,  says  a 
leading  researcher. 

Rabbi  Irving  Greenberg,  president  of 
the  National  Jewish  Resource  Center  in 
New  York,  made  the  prediction  in  a  new 
religious  and  demographic  study.  Only 
an  unprecedented  meeting  of  minds 
among  all  major  Jewish  denominations 
will  avert  such  a  split,  the  report  con¬ 
cluded. 

Already,  the  Reform,  Orthodox  and 
Conservative  movements  are  gearing 
for  a  "social  and  religious  civil  war,” 
Rabbi  Greenberg  charged. 

"In  the  past,  anti-Semites  built  their 
plans  on  the  expectation  and  hope  that 
the  Jews  will  disappear,”  Rabbi  Green¬ 
berg  wrote.  “We  have  come  to  a  tragic 
situation  where  good  and  committed 
Jews  are  predicating  their  survival 
strategies  on  the  disappearance  of  other 
Jews." 

.  The  report's  conclusions  are  deliberate¬ 
ly  alarmist,  Rabbi  Greenberg  said  in  a 
telephone  interview.  “I  won’t  argue  that 
I’m  trying  to  get  attention,”  the  Orthodox 
clergyman  said.  "I  wrote  with  some  ur¬ 


gency.  I'm  trying  to  wake  people  up." 

Among  the  divisive  patterns  Rabbi 
Greenberg  sees  are: 

—The  rise  in  converts  to  Judaism,  ex¬ 
pected  to  total  more  than  300,000  in  the 
next  15  years.  Most  of  them  will  be  in  the 
Reform,  or  liberal,  Jewish  wing,  con¬ 
verted  in  ways  unacceptable  to  Conser¬ 
vative  and  Orthodox  Jews. 

^  —The  7,000  to  15,000  children  burn 
each  year  to  Jewish  parents  who  remar¬ 
ried  in  civil  courts  without  a  "get,"  or  re¬ 
ligious  divorce  permit.  These  children 
are  technically  illegitimate  under  Jew¬ 
ish  law. 

—The  recent  “patrilineal’’  decision  of 
the  Reform  rabbis,  which  recognized 
children  of  mixed  marriages  as  Jewish, 
despite  an  old  religious  law  that  Jewry 
may  be  traced  only  through  the  mother. 
There  are  an  estimated  220,000  such  chil¬ 
dren,  Rabbi  Greenberg  said. 

These  three  kinds  of  people  will  total 
between  750,000  and  1  million— roughly 
one-fifth  of  American  Jewry— by  the 
turn  of  the  century,  according  to  the  pa¬ 
per.  Unless  other  Jews  can  find  ways  to 
accept  them  religiously,  they  will  be 
alienated  from  the  mainstream. 


Praise,  my  soul,  the  King  of  heav¬ 
en. 

To  his  feet  thy  tribute  bring; 
Ransomed,  healed,  restored,  forgiv¬ 
en, 

Evermore  his  praises  sing: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise  the  everlasting  King. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Henry  Francis  Lyte,  born  in  Scotland, 
lost  his  parents  while  still  a  child.  A 
charity  student  at  a  boys’  school  iff  Ire¬ 
land,  he  continued  with  great  diligence 
his  education  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
At  age  21,  he  was  ordained  in  the  Church 
of  England  and  assigned  to  a  small  par¬ 
ish  in  Ireland. 

When  he  was  30,  Lyte  was  appointed 
to  lower  Birxham  in  Devonshire,  a  pic¬ 
turesque  village  on  the  coast  of  England. 
Famous  for  fishing.  Lower  Brixham  was 
the  port  for  the  fleets  of  trawlers  that 
fished  in  the  English  Channel. 

For  24  years  Lyte  ministered  faithful¬ 
ly  to  the  people  of  this  village.  More  than 
800  children  were  involved  in  his  Sunday 
school,  and  he  was  dearly  loved  by  the 
people  of  his  parish, 

His  hymn  “Praise,  my  soul,  the  King 
of  heaven"  was  written  in  1843  and  is 


cast  in  the  spirit  of  Psalm  103.  Lyte  had 
undergone  a  deeply  moving  spiritual  ex¬ 
perience  almost  two  decades  earlier. 
That  it  changed  his  life  was  evident  in 
his  pastoral  work. 

The  lines  "ransomed,  healed,  restored, 
forgiven"  reflect  the  experience  of  one 
who  has  known  despair  yet  has  found  the 
rich,  abundant  life  in  Christ.  Never 
strong  in  physical  strength,  he  wrote 
from  his  own  personal  experience  "well 
our  feeble  frame  he  knows." 

In  1844  his  health  failed,  and  he  sought 
to  regain  his  strength  by  spending  the 
winters  on  the  French  Riviera.  Three 
years  later,  his  physician  advised  him  to 
leave  the  climate  of  the  English  coast 
and  seek  a  drier  atmosphere  in  Italy. 

A  few  days  before  he  left  Lower  Brix¬ 
ham,  as  he  was  walking  along  the  sea¬ 
side  of  the  village  he  so  dearly  loved,  he 
wrote  "Abide  with  me,  fast  falls  the 
eventide." 

He  began  his  journey  to  Italy  but  got 
only  as  far  as  Nice,  France,  before  he 
died.  His  hymns  remain  as  a  reminder  of 
a  gentle  village  minister  who  went  about 
doing  good  to  the  glory  of  God. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Rejoice,  the  Lord  is  King" 


quent  Bible  quotations  in  the  book  also 
reflect. 

Going  beyond  Part  I  with  its  personal 
exposure,  the  authors  in  Part  II  explore 
specific  local  and  international  strate¬ 
gies  for  sharing  American  Christian 
wealth. 

An  interesting  visionary  plan  is  sug¬ 
gested  in  Chapter  8  that  matches  each 
county  in  the  United  States  with  an  area 
of  physical  need  and/or  evangelism  in 
the  world.  Chapter  10  offers  general  sta¬ 
tistics  and  tables  to  reveal  that  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  possess  hidden  billions  of 
dollars  for  this  application  of  the  Gospel. 

The  dilemma  arises,  though,  for  sea¬ 
soned  veterans  in  the  church  who  find  it 
difficult  to  apply  these  insights.  How  can 
the  church  make  tithers  out  of  members 
and  then  give  60  percent  to  world  mis¬ 
sions,  20  percent  to  national  missions, 
and  20  percent  for  one  s  local  congrega¬ 
tion?  Many  of  us  would  concur  that  if 
such  a  vision  could  be  received,  and  tith¬ 
ing  (or,  better  yet,  graduated  sacrificial 
giving)  ensued,  such  a  plan  could  be 
worked  out.  The  "if”  is  the  problem. 

Problem  or  not,  a  daring  church  or  in¬ 
dividuals  might  wish  to  look  up  the  for¬ 
eign  country  "assigned"  to  their  county. 
If  missions  are  not  too  well  personalized, 
perhaps  one  might  begin  praying  for  that 
particular  country,  seek  information 
from  one’s  denomination  about  it,  etc. 

Part  III  repeats  some  of  the  earlier 
concerns  with  an  added  discussion  of 
communism  (ideally  for  equality)  and 
capitalism  (ideally  for  freedom).  The 
preference  is  for  the  kingdom  of  God 
that  balances  both.  How  one  arrives 
there  is  not  clearly  explained. 

If  you’re  looking  for  a  provocative 
text  on  missions,  read  this  volume.  The 
Ronsvalles  seem  genuinely  concerned 
about  working  through  the  regular 
church  channels  and  as  ecumenically  as 
possible.  Their  commitment  is  to  "make 
the  poor  friends  instead  of  statistics."  a 
commitment  worthy  of  any  disciple! 

Mr  Ceynar  is  from  Dumont.  Zovva, 
and  is  president  of  the  Interstate  Reli¬ 
gious  Writers  Association  and  a  writing 
pastor  whose  latest  booh(l9S5)  is  ‘  Writ¬ 
ing  for  the  Religious  Market." 


give  her?  I  have  tried  praying  about  it. 

A. 

Dear  A. 

Trying  to  read  between  the  lines 
(which  is  a  dangerous  business,  for 
it  may  lead  to  false  ideas),  1  wonder 
if  your  family  is  the  kind  that  no 
matter  what  happens  puts  all  dis¬ 
cussion  to  rest  —  in  fact,  behaves  as 
though  nothing  has  happened?  And 
that  you  are  expected  to  do  like¬ 
wise? 

If  so,  then  you  have  a  need  to 
bring  these  matters  that  bother  you 
(and  they  should  bother  you)  out  in 
the  open  so  that  you  can  see  all 
sides  of  the  situation. 

Apparently  your  stepmother-aunt 
wants  a  good  relationship  with  you, 
since  she  wants  to  come  to  see  you. 
No  doubt  she  feels  deep  guilt  and 
suffers,  too,  from  her  acts. 

What  is  your  relationship  with 
your  father?  He  was  a  vital  part  of 
this  betrayal  of  your  mother,  yet 
you  do  not  mention  any  problem 
with  relating  to  him.  Perhaps  you 
should  consider  bringing  up  the  sub¬ 
ject.  no  matter  how  painful  it  may 
be  at  first,  asking  each  of  them  to 
tell  you  how  they  feel  now  and  ask 
them  to  help  you  understand  what 
happened,  since  you  were  too  young 
at  the  time  to  comprehend  it  all. 

If  they  will  not  respond  to  this  di¬ 
rect  approach,  try  writing  each  of 
them  a  letter  stating  quite  simply 
your  problem  with  anger  and  resent¬ 
ment  and  saying  you  would  like  to 
lay  these  negative  feelings  to  rest 
and  get  on  with  a  good  relationship 
to  each  of  them. 

No  matter  what  the  response — or 
lack  of  it — you  will  have  made  the 
effort  for  reconciliation  and  peace 
and  will  surely  feel  some  satisfac¬ 
tion.  Continue  to  pray  for  them  and 
for  your  relationship  and  that  you 
can  approach  them  with  the  purest 
motives  possible.  Let  me  know  what 
you  do. 


Poem  of  the  week 

Sermon 

His  distraught  mother  poked 
a  heedless  child  in  church, 

Urged  him  to  pay  attention 

Pointed  to  the  pulpit. 

The  sermon  "Modern  Miracles” 
was  far  beyond 
his  five-year  scope. 

His  eyes  were  finally  caught, 

locked  to  the  pew  in  front  of  him, 
where  a  tiny  baby  smiled  back, 
engrossing  him  a  full  10  minutes. 

Sermons  came  in  many  forms 
for  many  different  ages. 

-TERRY  GERMAIN  FREE 
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Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Youth  Team. 


‘From  The  Director’ 


1985-86  promises  to  be  a  good 
year.  Interest  and  activity  are 
very  high.  I  anticipate  a  very  fine 
year. 

For  that  to  happen,  some 
dreams  and  hopes  have  to  be 
translated  into  attainable  goals. 
Let  me  dream  with  you  about  a 
few  things  and  these  can  then  be 
scrutinized  when  the  C.C.Y.M. 
meets  in  late  July.  I  dream  . . . 

1)  That  a  meaningful  District 
Youth  Rally  be  held  in  every  Dis¬ 
trict  for  fellowship,  inspiration 
and  leadership  development. 

2)  That  the  District  and  sub¬ 
district  structures  be  developed 
and  utilized. 

S)  That  a  strong  push  be  devel¬ 
oped  which  would 

a.  Increase  youth  participa¬ 
tion 

across  the  Conference 

b.  Equip  adult  leaders  and 
counselors 

c.  Start  new  youth  groups 

d.  Strengthen  faltering  pro¬ 
grams 

e.  Organize  cluster  pro¬ 
grams 

in  youth  ministry 


4)  Update  and  use  a  network  of 
communications  for  Youth  Minis¬ 
try  and  Contact  across  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

These  four  points  will  become 
a  part  of  our  program  of  youth 
ministry  for  85-86. 

/ 


1985  Summer  Camp  Schedules 
‘Jr.  and  Sr.  High  Groups  Only  ’ 


Camp  Istrouma 


Date 

*  Group 

Director 

July  26-28 

•  N  O.  Houma/N.O.- 

Mr.  Larry  Lewis 

Slidell;  Junior 

1309  Whitney 

High  —  Senior  High 

Gretna,  La.  77053 

August  5-9 

Junior  High  II 

Rev.  Tom  Howe 

P.O.  Box  1201 
Thibodaux,  La.  70302 

Caney  Conference 

Centre 

Date  - 

Group 

Director 

July  1-6 

Senior  High 

Lorris  Wimberly 

Christian  Community 

Rt.  1,  Box  36-A 

Experience 

Arcadia,  La.  71001 

July  8-12 

Junior  High  Camp  II 

Larry  Holladay 

520  Herndon 
Shreveport,  La.  71101 

July  22-26 

Junior  High  Camp  III 

Jane  Cooper 

201  John  Wesley  Blvd. 
Bossier  City,  La.  71112 

Camp  Brewer 

July  22-26  Junior  High  Rev.  Steven  Bearden 

306  Tioga  Road 
Pineville,  La.  71360 


Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

July  12-14  Senior  High  Camp  Rev.  Wayne  G.  Taylor 

501  E.  Sale  Road 
Lake  Charles,  La.  70605 

July  22-26  Junior  High  Dr.  W.  Spiller  Milton 

P.O.  Box  1064 
Crowley,  La.  70527 


ALL  PHOTOS  BY  SONNY  SOILU.AV 


Candid  Shot. 


The  District  Youth 


The  Annual  District  Youth 
Training  Event  was  held  imme¬ 
diately  following  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  on  June  6-7  at  Centenary 
College  Campus.  Meetings  were 
held  in  both  the  Kilpatrick  Audi¬ 
torium  and  the  Student  Union 
Building.  There  were  101  youth  to 
attend  the  educational  workshops 
on  the  following  topics:  Commu¬ 
nications;  Responsibilities  of  Dis¬ 
trict  Councils;  Relation  To  The 
Annual  Conference;  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund;  Share  time  with  the 
outgoing  officers. 

Leaders  of  the  workshops  and 
special  seminars  were:  Dr.  John 
M.  Braden,  Kathy  Dietzel,  Row¬ 
land  Reed,  Pat  Bolling,  Larry 
Lewis  and  Pleasant  Sibley.  The 
youth  also  had  the  opportunity  to 


share  informal  activities  togeth¬ 
er  such  as:  movie  going,  swim¬ 
ming  and  midnight  pizza.  The 
group  celebrated  the  graduation 
of  5  seniors  by  having  a  cake  par¬ 
ty.  Those  graduating  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  Youth  Ministries 
are:  Yolanda  Robertson,  who  will 
be  attending  Centenary  College; 
Sallye  Dillon  will  enroll  at  L.S.U. 
Baton  Rouge;  Wess  Davis  will  at¬ 
tend  L.S.U.  Baton  Rouge;  Sid 
Wall  will  attend  L.S.U.  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Sonny  Soilleau  will  be 
attending  the  Air  Force  Academy 
in  Colorado. 

To  conclude  the  event,  each 
district  elected  new  delegates  to 
the  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries. 


“DCYM  Hijinks” 


Overall  District  Youth  Team 


Honoring  Seniors 


Parents  of  Teenagers  Who 
Needs  Them  Right?  We  do!!! 


By  REV.  KURT  OHEIM 
FUMC,  Lafayette 

Who  is  the  person  that  (1)  is  a 
“jack  of  all  trades,”  (2)  drives 
more  miles  in  one  week  than  a 
long  haul  truck  driver,  (3)  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  a  gourmet  cook  on 
the  fly,  and  (4)  is  expected  to 
have  the  patience  of  a  saint.  Yes, 
you’re  right,  the  parent  of  a  teen¬ 
ager.  You  have  a  thankless  job, 
which  can  be  more  frustrating, 
more  frightening,  and  more  ful¬ 
filling  than  anything  else. 

Parents  of  teens  “never  under¬ 
stand,”  and  are  always  ‘  too 
strict,”  (at  least  that  is  what  I 
thought  about  my  parents  when  I 
was  a  teenager.  They’ve  forgiven 
me  for  those  years,  I  think.)  But 
don’t  believe  comments  like 
these.  Your  youth  do  recognize 
your  love  when  you  are  flexible 
in  the  midst  of  being  firm,  even 
though  they  complain.  If  you  are 
showing  interest  in  their  lives  (in 


their  changes),  they  will  eventu¬ 
ally  come  to  appreciate  you,  if 
they  haven’t  already.  It  only  took 
me  nearly  four  years  of  college 
to  appreciate  my  parents. 

Overall,  I’d  say  that  communi¬ 
cation  is  the  key,  but  it  takes  a 
lot  of  work  to  fashion  that  key, 
for  it  has  to  fit  into  a  lock  that  is 
constantly  changing.  How  do  par¬ 
ents  of  teenagers  keep  up?  Perse¬ 
verance!  Large  doses  of  trust  and 
faith  is  how,  I  think;  my  parents 
endured  my  transformations  dur¬ 
ing  those  “fun”  and  confusing 
years.  I  think  they  are  still  recov¬ 
ering.  Have  faith.  It  probably 
won't  last  more  than  seven  years, 
which  is  about  the  same  time  as 
the  tribulation.  I  wonder  if  there 
is  any  correlation.  Probably  not. 
In  any  case,  we  have  been  en¬ 
couraged  and  supported  by  you, 
so  please  receive  this  note  of  en¬ 
couragement  and  support,  for 
you  are  special  to  us  and  WE 
NEED  YOU! 


Candid  shots  of  “group  singing.” 


Conference  Council  On  Youth  Ministries 


The  Conference  Council  On 
Youth  Ministries  will  meet  on 
July  28-30  at  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  near  LeBlanc, 
Louisiana.  The  meeting  will  be¬ 
gin  with  Dinner  on  Sunday,  July 
28  and  will  conclude  with  lunch 
on  Tuesday,  July  30. 

Candidates  for  CCYM  will 
campaign  on  Monday  for  elec¬ 
tions  on  Tuesday.  Offices  are  self 
nominated.  Positions  for  officers 
are:  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary,  and  Youth  Service 
Fund  Chairpersons.  The  new  offi¬ 
cers  will  be  initiated  following 
lunch  on  Tuesday. 

The  outgoing  officers  are:  Pat 
Bolling  —  President;  Sallye  Dil¬ 
lon  —  Vice-President;  Melissa 
Cooper  —  Secretary;  Jeoff  Hart 
and  Wess  Davis  —  YSF  Chair¬ 
persons. 

The  leaders  of  the  event  will 
be:  Dr.  John  Braden  of  the  Con¬ 


ference  Council  on  Ministries,  di¬ 
rector;  Mr.  Danny  Krouse  and 
Ms.  Kathy  Dietzel  of  the  Alexan¬ 
dria  District;  Mr.  Pleasant  Sib¬ 
ley,  Jr.  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District;  Mrs. 
Leona  McCastle  and  Rev.  John 
W.  Guyre  of  the  Baton  Rouge-La- 
fayette  District;  Mrs.  Bobbye 
Murphy  of  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict;  Rev.  Bill  Willis  and  Ms. 
Phyllis  Taylor  of  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict;  Mr.  Larry  Lewis,  Ms.  Mary 
Johnson  and  Ms.  Karen  Simmons 
of  the  New  Orleans-Houma  Dis¬ 
trict;  Rev.  Cliff  Wright  of  the 
New  Orleans-Slidell  District;  Rev 
Rowland  Reed  of  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict;  Rev.  Kemper  Smith  of  the 
Shreveport  District. 

The  leaders  will  plan  the  1985- 
86  Youth  Activities  and  set  new 
policies  for  that  year.  All  partici¬ 
pants  are  asked  to  bring  bed  lin¬ 
ens,  toilet  articles,  Bibles, 
notebooks  and  pens. 


Youth  fellowship. 
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—  Clergy  Take  Note  — 


Sometime  ago  the  Conference  Of¬ 
fices  in  Baton  Rouge  changed  their 
mailing  address  from  Box  3057  to 
527  North  Blvd,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70802.  Nevertheless,  some  churches 
are  still  using  the  old  address  when 
corresponding  with  personnel  in  the 
Area  Offices.  Pastors  .  . .  please 
change  the  address  on  your  newslet¬ 
ters,  bulletins  and  all  other  mail 
coming  to  the  Conference  Office. 


Louisiana  Ministers  can  qualify 
for  a  Continuing  Education  Unit  by 
attending  the  United  Methodist 
Womens'  School  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion.  The  dates  for  Session  I  are  July 
16-19;  Session  II  -  July  19-21.  The 
event  will  take  place  at  Centenary 
College.  Shreveport. 


mi  3k. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 

‘Signs  Galore  9 


Churches  throughout  the  state  con¬ 
tinue  to  realize  the  importance  and 
significance  of  having  their  where¬ 
abouts  made  known.  I  am  glad  to 
know  that  we  continue  to  have  signs 
erected  giving  the  location  and  name 
of  our  United  Methodist  churches. 

Signs  are  on  main  highways  and  en¬ 
trance  to  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Rev.  J.  W.  Wil¬ 
son,  Pastor. 

Signs  are  on  main  highways  and 
church  lawn  at  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  Rev. 
Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  Pastor. 

New  church  signs  are  added  to  the 
lawns  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Springfield;  Huff  Chapel  and 
Maurepas,  Rev.  R.  Laney  Kuhn,  Pas¬ 
tor. 

Signs  are  on  the  main  highways  and 
church  lawn  at  North  Highlands  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
Rev.  John  E.  Scarf,  Pastor. 

Signs  are  on  the  main  highways  and 
church  lawns  of  Chatham  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Centerpoint 
United  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Thom¬ 
as  C.  Beeler,  Pastor. 


Signs  are  on  the  main  highways  and 
church  lawns  of  St.  Francisville  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  Tunica  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Harold 
Babin.  Pastor. 

Signs  are  on  the  main  highways  and 
church  lawn  of  Boynton  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gretna. 
McKinley  Franklin  is  the  new  pastor. 

Signs  are  on  main  highways  and 
church  lawn  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Oak  Grove,  Rev.  George 
Sherman,  Pastor. 

Signs  are  on  Main  Street  and  church 
lawn  of  David  Haas  Memorial,  Bun- 
kie,  Rev.  Larry  D.  O’Dell,  Pastor. 

Special  recognition  goes  to  Laverne 
Henderson  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Boyce,  who  painted  a  sign  for 
the  lawn  of  the  church,  Rev.  Jennie 
Jones,  Pastor. 

A  beautiful  church  sign  is  on  the 
lawn  of  Tallulah  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Ramon  Warren,  Pastor. 


Sunday  School  Workshop  To  Be 
Held  August  24  in  New  Orleans 


How  can  you  enrich  your  Sunday 
School  program  or  make  it  grow?  What 
are  the  questions  you  need  to  ask?  Who 
should  be  responsible  for  growth  and  re¬ 
newal?  What  resources  are  available? 

These  and  many  other  questions  will 
be  answered  on  August  24th  at  the  "Sun¬ 
day  School  Growth  and  Renewal  Work¬ 
shop”  at  First  UMC  in  New  Orleans,  3401 
Canal  Street  . . .  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Cokes- 
bury  Educational  Services  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  the  Curric¬ 
ulum  Resources  Committee  and  the  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Christian  Education  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  are  spon¬ 
sors  of  the  event. 

The  workshop  is  designed  to  help  par¬ 
ticipants  gain  a  greater  appreciation  of 
the  importance  of  Sunday  Schools  as  a 
way  to  encourage  growth  and  renewal. 
Practical  how-to’s  based  on  sound  theo¬ 
logical  and  biblical  foundations  will  be 
offered  for  encouraging  attendance,  es¬ 
tablishing  new  classes,  organizing  for 
growth,  and  more. 


Leaders  for  the  workshop  will  be:  Kirk 
McNeill,  director  of  Sunday  School  ex¬ 
tension,  Section  on  Christian  education. 
General  Board  of  Discipleship;  Dorlis 
Glass,  frequent  writer  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  curriculum  resources,  certified  lab 
leader  and  active  in  her  local  church  in 
Dallas;  Micahel  Parker,  diaconal  minis¬ 
ter  of  Christian  education  of  Pulaski 
Heights  UMC,  Little  Rock;  and  Nan 
Zoller,  diaconal  minister  of  Christian 
education  at  City  Road  UMC,  Madison, 
Tennessee. 

The  workshop  is  designed  for  anyone 
interested  in  Sunday  school  growth  and 
renewal,  specifically  pastors,  church 
school  teachers,  superintendents/admin¬ 
istrators,  DCEs,  evangelism,  education 
and  church  growth  chairpersons. 

After  a  presentation  on  Sunday  school 
growth  and  renewal,  participants  will 
break  into  four  age-level  discussion 
groups  (children,  youth,  adult,  and  ad¬ 
ministrators)  to  discuss  how  growth  and 
renewal  relates  to  their  areas  of  con¬ 
cern.  Churches  are  urged  to  send  at  least 


four  persons  to  the  workshop,  allowing 
them  a  representative  in  each  group  and 
the  opportunity  to  begin  a  plan  of  action 
for  the  revitalization  of  present  Sunday 
school  programs  in  their  local  church. 

There  will  also  be  two  sessions  of  in¬ 
terest  groups  for  participants  to  discuss 
such  topics  as  "Teachers  Are  Impor¬ 
tant,"  "Starting  From  Scratch,"  "Find 
Them,  Keep  Them,”  “Pastors’  Commit¬ 
ment:  Essential,”  "Class  Officers  Make 
Things  Happen,"  "Resources  Make  a 
Difference,”  “Publicity:  Building  Excite¬ 
ment  and  Interest,”  and  "Grow  By  Be¬ 
ginning." 

The  closing  session  will  allow  local 
church  teams  to  begin  planning  for  their 
church’s  Sunday  School  revitalization. 

Registration  for  the  workshop  will  be¬ 
gin  at  9  a  m.  and  the  workshop  will  end 
by  4:30  p.m.  Cost  is  $20  per  person,  or  $15 
per  person  for  three  or  more  from  the 
same  church.  This  covers  workshop 
notebooks  and  additional  resource  mate¬ 
rials,  breaks,  leadership  travel  and  ex¬ 
penses,  and  jurisdictional  leaders’ 
honorarium. 


Conference  On  The  Holy  Spirit 
Is  a  Success 


-  '**  At 
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Michael  Parker 


Between  five  and  six  hundred  persons 
gathered  in  the  Gold  Dome  of  Centenary 
College  to  hear  Bishop  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood  open  the  Conference  on  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  Bishop  challenged  the  partici¬ 
pants  to  learn  with  care  and  to  listen 
with  caution.  He  stated  that  we  need  to 
carefully  learn  the  fullness  of  the  Doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Holy  Trinity  since  many  well 
meaning  Christians  are  almost  practic¬ 
ing  Unitarianism  without  intending  to  do 
so.  We  must  listen  with  care  so  that  we 
really  know  that  it  is  God  who  is  speak¬ 
ing. 

The  intent  of  the  Conference  was 
threefold.  It  was  to  learn  about  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  learn  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition 


and  to  learn  and  share  with  United 
Methodist  theologians  and  teachers.  This 
was  accomplished  to  the  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  all  attending. 

Leaders  for  the  event  other  than  Bish¬ 
op  Underwood  were  James  Buskirk, 
Ross  Whetstone,  Cecil  Williamson,  Ken¬ 
neth  C.  Kinghorn,  Judy  Loehr,  Robert  Ed 
Taylor,  Charles  Q.  Wallace,  Donald  G. 
Emler,  and  Odell  Simmons. 

In  addition  to  hearing  the  Wesleyan 
keynote  speakers,  participants  attended 
the  various  plenary  sessions,  workshops, 
and  lectures.  Sponsors  for  the  Confer¬ 
ence  were  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  the 
Shreveport  District. 


Nan  Zoller 


SCHOOL  OHOWTH  AM)  RENEWAL  WORKSHOP 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Orleans,  LA 


August  24 

□  $20  per  person 

□  $15  per  person  (three  or  more  from  the  same  church) 
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□  Charge  to  Cokesbury  Account  No. _ 

Cokesbury  Account  name- 


□  Check  payable  to  Cokesbury  enclosed 

Return  this  form  to:  Cokesbury  Educational  Services,  P.O.  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202  or  call  1-800/872-1789 


Large  crowd  gathers  for  Conference  of  The  Holy  Spirit. 


To  the  Subscribers 

Those  of  you  who  are  not  receiving  the 
paper  consistently,  or  who  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  it  since  the  subscription  cam¬ 
paign,  please  notify  me  at  (504)  346-1646. 

Please  do  not  send  address  changes  or 
any  notification  of  problems  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  Dallas.  All  Louisiana  subscrip¬ 
tions  must  go  through  the  Conference 
Office  first. 

I  will  correct  any  circulation  prob¬ 
lems  you  are  having;  however,  you  must 
first  contact  me. 

It  is  important  that  all  of  you  who 
have  subscribed  receive  an  issue  each 
week.  Also,  all  pastors  who  should  be  re¬ 
ceiving  the  paper  at  a  new  address, 
please  send  me  a  change  of  address  card 
to  prevent  missing  any  issues. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 

—  Linda  Crum 
LUM  Subscription  Manager 


-Persons  Churches  and  Events  - 


Mr.  Dan  Truax  is  in  the  spotlight  at 
Live  Oak  UMC,  Watson,  for  singing  in 
the  choir  there  for  25  years.  Pastor  is 
Rev.  Brady  Forman. 

•  *  • 

Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  Youth  Car  Wash  July  15.  Rev. 
Fred  O.  Shirley  is  Pastor. 

•  *  * 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport  is  start¬ 
ing  a  Bible  Task  Force  in  September, 
to  refresh  memories  and  teach  some  of 
the  basic  materials  from  the  Bible. 

•  •  • 

The  Youth  of  Mallalieu  UMC,  St. 
Martainville,  conducted  the  worship 
service  recently  to  honor  their  parents. 
Rev.  Walter  Barabin  is  pastor. 

The  men’s  softball  team  of  FUMC, 
Minden,  finished  second  place  in  the 
end  of  the  year  tournament  held  at  Vic¬ 
tory  Park.  Rev.  Bob  Burgess  is  the 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

Felicity  UMC,  New  Orleans,  is  seek¬ 
ing  funds  for  their  day  care  program 


for  monthly  scholarships  which  are 
$100  per  child. 

Vacation  Church  School  will  be  held 
July  14-18  at  Palestine  . .  Pleasant 
Grove  UMC’s.  Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden 
is  Pastor. 

•  *  • 

The  Youth  of  FUMC,  Pineville,  visit¬ 
ed  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  in  June 
for  a  week  of  fun  and  fellowship.  Some 
of  the  highlights  of  the  trip  were:  The 
Passion  Play,  Communion  at  Thorn- 
crown  Chapel,  a  trip  to  Beaver  Dan, 
Silver  Dollar  City  and  White  Water 
Theme  Park  in  Branson,  Missouri. 

*  •  * 

Needed  . . .  Volunteers  for  Elemen¬ 
tary  Camp,  III  at  Camp  Istrouma,  July 
22-26.  If  you  will  volunteer,  call  Rev. 
Larry  Stafford  at  261-4646. 

Three  New  Sunday  School  classes 
have  been  started  at  St.  Mark’s  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Ken  Fisher  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


Louisiana  Memorial  UMC,  youth  are 
planning  a  trip  to  Noah’s  Ark,  Panama 
City,  Florida  July  18-21.  Rev.  Bill 
McCutcheon  is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Vacation  Church  School  will  be  held 
at  Blackwater  UMC  from  July  15-19. 
Rev.  Larry  Stafford  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Teen  Team  of  Luting  UMC  in¬ 
vites  you  to  join  them  for  a  slide  show 
and  dinner  called,  “A  Taste  of  El 
Paso,”  Sunday  July  14  following  the 
morning  worship  service. 

The  UMW  of  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport, 
celebrated  Independence  Day  in  word 
and  song  on  July  2.  Special  entertain¬ 
ment  was  provided  by  the  “UMW  Sing- 


FUMC,  Tallulah,  will  hold  Vacation 
Bible  School  on  August  5-9.  Teach¬ 
ers,  volunteers  and  refreshments  are 
needed.  Anyone  interested  in  helping 
should  contact  the  church  office. 


Dr.  Odell  Simmons  welcomes  confer¬ 
ence. 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  gives 
opening  address. 
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FUMC,  Leesville  Wins  Basketball  Trophies 

FUMC,  Leesville  is  an  active  participant  in  the  Vernon  Parish  Sports  League. 

Edwin  Cabra.  Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board,  to  the  left,  an  active  bas¬ 
ketball  player,  is  shown  receiving  the  trophies  for  first  place  in  the  end  of  season 
tournament  and  third  place  for  the  season,  from  a  player.  Donald  Olmstead.  On  the 
right  is  the  basketball  coach,  Frank  Hornsby. 


Student  Receives  Award 


Arne  E.  Aamodt  of  Ruston  is  the  1985-86  recipient  of  the  Carrie  P.  Love  Memorial 
Award,  presented  to  him  recently  by  Mr.  Jimmy  Love.  This  award  names  the  out¬ 
standing  student  for  the  year  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  University 
Ruston.  Arne  is  a  junior  majoring  in  mechanical  engineering  and  has  served  as  the 
vice-president  and  deputation  chairman  at  the  Wesley  Foundation. 


Dr.  James  Buskirk,  Tulsa,  Okla.  gives 
Keynote  address. 


July  29- 
Aug.2 
Aug.  5-9 

Aug.  10 

Aug.  25 


Upcoming  Events  of  Importance 


Focus  ’85,  Nashville,  Tennessee 
Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry 
Enterprise,  Oklahoma  City 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Re¬ 
treat,  First  Church,  Pineville 

Campus  Ministry  Open  House 


at  Wesley  Foundations  through¬ 
out  the  state 

Sept.  10  Church  Growth  Seminar, 

First  Church,  Alexandria 

Sept.  13  Ministers’  Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion  Event  in  all  districts, 
9:00a.m. 


Sept.  20 

and  21  United  Methcwist  Women 
Annual  Meeting,  Asbury 
Church,  Lafayette 
Sept.  22-28  National  Family  Week 
Observance 

Sept.  24  Church  Secretary  Seminar, 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


—Death— 


Rev.  Kenneth  Glen  Rorie,  age  68,  died 
June  28  in  Shreveport,  La.  Rorie  was  a 
retired  minister  of  the  La.  Conference. 
Services  were  conducted  at  the  Broad- 
moore  UMC,  Shreveport  on  Monday 
morning,  July  1. 
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Terrorism,  extremism  &  Christians 


Church  leaders  in  this  country,  with 
few  exceptions,  were  notably  silent  dur¬ 
ing  the  hostage  crisis  following  the  re¬ 
cent  hijacking  of  TWA  flight  847  by 
Lebanese  Shiite  Moslems. 

Considering  the  delicate  nature  of  ne¬ 
gotiations  to  free  the  hostages,  however, 
that  silence  may  have  been  just  as  well. 
Previous  reactions  in  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  to  similar  acts  of  hijacking  and 
hostage-taking  have  tended  to  reflect 
one  of  two  perilous  extremes: 

•  Those  who  regard  such  terrorism  as 
an  excusable  act  of  desperation  by  an 
oppressed  and  frustrated  minority.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  that  view,  Christians  should 
look  upon  the  terrorist  actions  as  regret¬ 
table  but  probably  necessary  to  “liber¬ 
ate”  certain  people  and  obtain  their  full 
human  and  political  rights. 

•  Those  who  regard  acts  of  terrorism 
as  intolerable  regardless  of  their  pur¬ 
pose.  According  to  that  view,  Christians 
should  support  the  use  of  military  force 
to  punish  the  perpetrators  and  prevent 
future  incidents  by  stopping  them  at 
their  source. 

Each  position  contains  some  truth.  Ei¬ 
ther  position,  however,  if  pursued  to  its 
logical  conclusion,  could  end  unaccepta¬ 
bly  either  in  capitulation  or  cataclysm. 

For  example,  in  the  most  recent  inci¬ 
dent  of  anti-American  terrorism,  the  for¬ 
mer  extreme  would  have  given  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  Shiite  terrorists.  That 
likely  would  have  caused  protracted 
captivity  and  suffering  for  the  hostages 
and  their  families.  The  latter  extreme 
would  have  returned  “evil  for  evil.”  The 
likely  result  would  have  been  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  innocent  people  and  no  guarantee 
of  preventing  future  terrorist  acts. 

It  is  highly  unfortunate  that  we  Chris¬ 
tians  have  not  yet  offered  something 
more  constructive  or  distinctive  than  ex¬ 
treme  positions  to  help  shape  public  re¬ 
sponse  to  incidents  like  the  recent  hostage 
crisis. 

The  complexity  of  the  religious,  politi¬ 
cal  and  cultural  roots  of  much  terrorism 
makes  our  deficiency  at  least  partly  un¬ 
derstandable.  Also,  it  is  exceedingly  dif- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


ficult  to  communicate  with,  let  alone 
understand,  people  like  Shiite  Moslems 
who  apparently  regard  Western  society 
generally  and  the  United  States  particu¬ 
larly  as  the  embodiment  of  evil. 

But  the  increasing  use  of  terrorism 
tactics  around  the  world— including  sev¬ 
eral  incidents  since  the  hijacking  of  TWA 
flight  847— and  the  threat  those  tactics 
pose  to  world  peace,  cry  out  for  a  more 
adequate  response  from  the  Christian 
community  than  simplistic  extremisms 
of  either  stripe. 

Among  other  things,  our  response 
should  include  the  recognition  that,  his¬ 
torically,  religiously  motivated  ac¬ 
tions— as  those  of  the  Shiite  Moslems 
appear  in  large  part  to  be— rarely  suc¬ 
cumb  to  the  use  of  military  force.  It 
should  also  recognize  that  brutality  in 
the  name  of  religious  ideals— or  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  put  down  the  religious  zeal 
of  others  whom  we  may  not  under¬ 
stand— cannot  properly  be  justified  by 
an  appeal  to  New  Testament  teachings. 

We  in  the  church  should  use  all  avail¬ 
able  means  to  gain  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  source  and  nature  of 
international  terrorism,  particularly 
that  rooted  in  religious  soil.  Promoting 
dialogue  between  Christians  and  Mos¬ 
lems  would  be  a  good  way  to  begin. 

The  upcoming  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  Peace  Conference  in  London  also 
offers  an  early  and  appropriately  in¬ 
ternational  setting  for  promoting  that 
understanding.  The  conference’s  great¬ 
est  value  may  come  from  what  Method¬ 
ists  from  Third  World  countries  can  say 
to  us  from  developed  countries  about 
why  our  nation  and  our  culture  seem  to 
be  the  most  frequent  targets  of  terror¬ 
ism. 

We  urge  conference  organizers,  if  they 
have  not  already  done  so,  to  place  in¬ 
ternational  terrorism’s  threat  to  world 
peace  on  the  agenda.  Those  of  us  in  the 
world  Methodist  community  should  use 
any  insights  the  conference  may  offer  to 
help  shape  more  informed  and  less  ex¬ 
treme  public  responses  to  future  incidents 
of  terrorism. 


Apartheid  contrasted 


To  the  Editor: 

Spurgeon  Dunnam  is  very  careful 
when  contrasting  the  repression  of  South 
Africa  with  Burundi  and  Kenya  (see 
UMR,  June  21  and  28). 

Out  of  the  stench  of  death  that  has 
swept  over  Africa  in  the  last  25  years  or 
so,  these  two  countries  are  relatively 
paradisical.  Tribal  and  national  hatreds, 
evil  dictators  and  repressive  political 
systems  in  most  of  the  African  countries 
have  created  charnel  houses  that  rival 
Adolf  Hitler’s. 

We  have  delicately  averted  our  eyes  in 
the  dance  of  selective  two-stepping. 

For  example,  Paul  Johnson  writes  in 
his  latest  book  that  . .  whereas  the  kill¬ 
ing  of  Africans  by  whites  (as  at  Sharpe- 
ville  in  South  Africa  on  21  March  1960) 
was  of  international  concern  and  a 
threat  to  peace,  the  killing  of  Africans 
by  Africans  (or  of  whites  by  Africans,  or 
of  Asians  by  Africans  or  all  three  races 
by  Africans)  was  a  purely  internal  mat¬ 
ter  outside  the  purview  of  the  U.N.  Thus 
the  U.N.  became  identified  with  a  form 
of  inverted  racism.” 

In  1911  when  race  policy  started  in 
South  Africa,  Europeans  were  nearly  a 
third  of  the  black  population.  It  is  calcu¬ 
lated  that  by  2000,  Africans  and  co¬ 
loureds  will  outnumber  whites  10-to-l. 

It  is  obvious  that,  contrary  to  Mr.  Dun- 
nam’s  doubt  “that  many  poor  Kenyans 
would  be  willing  to  exchange  their  rights 
of  citizenship  and  their  hopes  for  a  bet¬ 
ter  future  to  become  slightly  better  fed 
and  housed  objects  of  white  oppression/’ 
a  whole  lot  of  blacks  are  voting  with 
their  feet. 

And  why  not?  If  you  were  a  subject  in 
one  of  the  numerous  black  countries 
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where  genocide  and  murder  were  the 
legacy  of  black  rule  for  blacks,  what 
would  you  vote? 

Do  you  think  that  with  the  end  of  colo¬ 
nial  rule  in  Africa,  some  sort  of  heavenly 
democracy  would  come  down  out  of  the 
sky?  As  one  writer  tells  us,  “When  the 
ex-colonial  peoples  received  indepen¬ 
dence,  they  thought  they  were  being  giv¬ 
en  justice;  all  they  got  was  the  right  to 
elect  politicians.” 

Colonial  rule  did  not  produce  political 
equality,  but  what  it  could  do  at  its  best 
was  produce  equality  before  the  law. 

Apartheid  is  a  terrible  evil.  But  ignor¬ 
ing  the  horrors  visited  upon  so  many  Af¬ 
ricans  by  evil  leaders  and  socialist 
cliques  is  to  distort  the  whole  dreadful 
picture  of  man’s  inhumanity  to  man. 

Charles  C.  Anker 
_  Carmel,  California 

Church  naivete  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  surprisingly  naive  for  church  peo¬ 
ple  and  even  annual  conferences  to  come 
out  glibly  and  formally  for  “peace  with 
justice”  as  though  that  were  an  attain¬ 
able  goal.  It  is  not. 

The  Peninsula  Annual  Conference  has 
even  called  for  a  “Peace  with  Justice 
Week”  in  October.  Don’t  they  realize 
that  those  who  want  peace  must  acqui¬ 
esce  in  all  sorts  of  injustice  everywhere? 

Those  who  want  justice,  let  them  get 
ready  for  strife  and  perhaps  even  war  if 
they  really  mean  it.  “Peace  with  justice” 
is  just  one  of  those  pious  conference  res¬ 
olutions  that  is  completely  unrealistic. 

Nolan  B.  Harmon 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

Editorial  was  excellent 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  7  editorial  you  wrote  with 
appreciation  of  Bishop  Walter  Under¬ 
wood’s  efforts  to  build  up  the  Sunday 
school  in  the  Louisiana  conference. 

Your  editorial  was  excellent.  I  agree 
with  you  completely. 

The  Curriculum  Resources  Commit¬ 
tee,  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  stand  ready  to  do  everything  we 
can  possibly  do  to  encourage,  enable  and 
support  Sunday-school  growth  and  re¬ 
newal. 

Editorials  such  as  yours  are  an  enor¬ 
mous  help.  Many  thanks. 

H.  Claude  Young  Jr. 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Mr.  Lawson  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

The  rash  of  letters  condemning  the 
Rev.  James  Lawson’s  position  on  the 
peace  issue  (see  UMR,  May  31)  prompted 
me  to  re-read  the  article  in  the  May  10 
Reporter. 

Although  I  can’t  agree  that  the  United 
States  is  public  enemy  No.  1  in  the  world, 
I  find  Mr.  Lawson's  comments  no  more 
offensive  and  no  less  true  than  President 
Reagan’s  often-quoted  remark  that  the 
Soviet  Union  is  the  focus  of  evil  in  the 
world. 

I  believe  that  Mr.  Lawson  may  have 
resorted  to  a  trick  of  hyperbole  to  make 
his  point  that  the  United  States  is  far 
from  blameless  for  the  perilous  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  world  today.  Certainly  there 
is  blame  enough  to  go  around. 

I  think  its  high  time  that  the  super 
powers  accept  mutual  responsibility  and 
get  on  with  tfie  business  of  making 
peace— before  it’s  too  late. 

W.  R.  Gilfry 
Erie,  Pennsylvania 
Old  question  answered 
To  the  Editor: 

Carl  Lindquist  raises  an  old,  old  ques- 
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My  Witness 

A  needed  sign  in  a  divided  world 


By  MARGARET  DICKINSON 

When  we  moved  to  Camano  Island  re¬ 
cently  and  joined  the  nearby  Stanwood 
United  Methodist  Church,  I  didn’t  know 
about  the  caring  relationship  that  exists 
between  the  United  Methodists  and  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  town. 

As  a  choir  member,  I  was  soon  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  practice 
of  combining  our 
praises  to  God  with 
St.  Cecelia’s  choir 
members. 

At  the  annual 
Stanwood  Christmas 
program,  we  prac¬ 
ticed  together  and 
let  our  joy  ring  out  in  Margaret  Dickinson 
the  “Carol  of  the  Bells." 

For  Unity  Sunday,  after  rehearsing 
with  our  Roman  Catholic  friends  during 
the  week,  we  attended  their  9  a.m.  mass. 
"Oh  Rejoice  Ye  Christians  Loudly”  and 
"Reach  Out  and  Touch,”  our  two  an¬ 
thems,  took  on  new  meaning  as  we  stood 
singing  together.  During  the  service,  Fa¬ 
ther  Treacy  asked  us  to  all  join  hands  as 
we  prayed  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 

At  the  coffee  hour  following  their  ser¬ 
vice,  as  we  chatted,  sang  “Happy  Birth¬ 
day”  to  one  of  their  parishioners  and 
sampled  the  special  carrot  cake,  we  en¬ 
joyed  their  open-handed,  warm  wel¬ 
come.  Then  off  we  hurried  to  our  church 
for  the  11  a.m.  service. 


As  the  combined  choir,  we  in  our  gold 
robes  and  they  in  their  blue,  assem¬ 
bled— ready  to  march  in  together— both 
Father  Treacy  and  our  Rev.  Snow 
prayed  with  us  that  the  harmony  of  our 
songs  would  be  reflected  in  our  congre¬ 
gations  and  in  our  community. 

In  both  of  the  sermons,  the  emphasis  was 
not  on  the  differences  in  liturgy  or  tradi¬ 
tions  but  on  the  oneness  of  all  Christians 
who  let  the  Holy  Spirit  direct  their  lives. 

During  the  “Joys  and  Concerns"  time 
in  our  service,  one  of  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  singers  stood  up  and  said: 

“I  have  waited  all  my  life  for  this 
closeness  with  our  Protestant  neighbors. 
Where  I  grew  up,  there  was  great  ani¬ 
mosity  between  people  with  different 
church  backgrounds.” 

He  continued,  “I  see  my  daughter  is 
visiting  here  this  morning  in  your 
church,  and  I  wanted  her  to  know  the 
great  joy  I  feel  at  the  symbol  of  unity 
that  our  choirs  praising  God  together 
brings  to  me.” 

When  our  local  United  Methodist 
church  celebrated  its  100th  birthday,  we 
sang  old-time  hymns,  wore  clothes  remi¬ 
niscent  of  the  1800s  and  reminded  our¬ 
selves  of  the  past  with  a  pageant  and  old 
church  pictures  and  records. 

To  me,  the  climax  of  our  celebration 
came  from  our  Roman  Catholic  neigh¬ 
bors.  They  gathered  across  town  at  a 
grocery  store  parking  lot  and  came  to 


our  church  bearing  gifts.  They  brought 
us  a  check  that  Father  Treacy  presented 
to  Rev.  Snow  to  be  donated  to  the  food 
bank  in  the  name  of  our  church. 

More  than  30  of  their  members  stayed 
for  our  service  and  helped  us  celebrate  at 
our  dinner  after  the  service  by  giving  us  a 
large,  decorated  100th  birthday  cake. 

But  the  best  gift  of  all  waved  aloft  as 
our  Roman  Catholic  friends  marched  into 
our  church.  On  an  enormous  blue  felt  ban¬ 
ner  featuring  a  cross  and  a  crown  were 
emblazoned  these  words  in  large  white  let¬ 
ters-  “WE  ARE  ONE  IN  JESUS.” 

With  the  dissension,  violence,  hatreds 
and  division  that  bombard  daily  through 
our  television  and  daily  newspapers, 
that  banner  so  lovingly  presented  by 
neighbors  who  belong  to  another  church 
takes  on  real  significance. 

Yes,  there  it  hangs  in  the  social  hall  of 
our  Stanwood  United  Methodist  Church, 
reminding  us  that  “We  are  one  in  Jesus!” 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Margaret 
Dickinson,  is  a  member  of  Stanwood 
UMC,  Puget  Sound.  Wash.  (Pacific 
Northwest  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two-typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Witness,” 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75 266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 


Bible  shows  we  should  exercise  to  fight  fat 


By  DAN  RUNYON 

Dieting  is  so  popular  in  Christian  cir¬ 
cles  today  that  many  of  us  feel  guilty  if 
we  aren’t  trying  to  lose  another  five 
pounds  by  depriving  ourselves  of  three 
square  meals  a  day. 

That  is  not  the  proper  biblical  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  problem  of  obesity,  as  I 
would  like  to  illustrate. 

When  the  Apostle  Peter  dreamed 
about  a  sheet  full  of  animals  let  down 


from  heaven  and  a  voice  telling  him  to 
kill  and  eat,  he  objected.  But  the  voice 
said,  "Don’t  contradict  God!  If  he  says 
something  is  kosher,  then  it  is”  (Acts 
10:15). 

The  vision  let  Peter  know  he  should 
preach  the  Gospel  to  Gentiles  as  well  as 
to  Jews,  but  since  then,  many  Christians 
have  also  interpreted  the  vision  to  mean 
they  could  eat  anything  at  all. 

That  makes  sense.  In  nutritional 


with  other  horrors 


tion  in  the  June  21  issue  of  the  Reporter: 

Why  have  the  general  boards  spoken 
out  against  terrorist  activities  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  and  oppression  in  South  Africa  but 
have  not  been  as  concerned  about  the  So¬ 
viet  invasion  and  oppression  in  Afghani¬ 
stan? 

A  part  of  the  answer  is  not  always  ob¬ 
vious  but  very  simple.  The  purpose  of 
such  resolutions  is  to  encourage  a 
change.  Since  our  country  and  our 
churches  are  already  engaged  in  serious 
efforts  to  oppose  Russian  oppression  in 
Afghanistan  and  other  places,  resolu¬ 
tions  are  less  needed  and,  when  passed, 
receive  little  attention. 

I  refer  Mr.  Lindquist  to  the  1984  Book 
of  Resolutions  for  an  official  resolution 
about  the  situation  in  Afghanistan.  It  in¬ 
cludes  the  statement:  “(We  urge)  the  im¬ 
mediate  withdrawal  of  Soviet  forces 
from  the  sovereign  nation  of  Afghani- 

Leslie  McKown 
Owensville,  Indiana 
Why  any  question? 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  should  there  be  any  question? 

Of  course  the  reappointments  of  the 
Rev.  Morris  Floyd  and  the  Rev.  Julian 
Rush  violate  church  law  (see  UMR,  June 
21).  Church  law  is  indeed  very  clearly 
the  Bible  inspired  by  the  mighty  and  just 
hand  of  God. 

We  have  only  to  read  Romans  1:26-27 
and  32  and  I  Corinthians  6:9-10  to  under¬ 
stand  that  homosexuality  is  wrong  in  the 
eyes  of  God. 

These  two  people  need  our  deepest  and 
sincere  prayers  but  not  appointments  as 
Christian  leaders. 

Linda  Lawson 
Walkersville,  Maryland 
Thanks  for  balance 

To  the  Editor: 

How  glad  I  am  that  someone  (Robert 
W.  Lyon,  UMR,  June  7)  has  finally  man¬ 
aged  to  get  an  informed,  balanced  posi¬ 
tion  in  print  concerning  the  church's 
response  to  homosexual  people. 

My  frustration  all  along  has  been  that 
the  easy  answers  get  all  the  press.  Nei¬ 
ther  homophobic  hostility  nor  naive  af¬ 
firmation  will  do.  But  Mr.  Lyon  shows 
us— indeed,  he  convicts  us— that  we  can 
take  seriously  the  ministry  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  to  the  homosexual  without  pretend¬ 
ing  that  sexual  orientation  is  a  morally 
neutral  matter. 

I  accept  your  challenge,  Mr.  Lyon! 

Steven  C.  Kalas 
Phoenix,  Arizona 
Letter  was  simplistic 
To  the  Editor: 

I’m  troubled  by  the  simplistic  ap¬ 
proach  taken  by  Joe  McCormick  in  his 
June  21  letter. 

After  stating  that  Christianity  is  not 
exclusively  American,  he  goes  on  to  ex¬ 
press  one  of  the  basic  points  of  the  civil 
religion  — not  always  Christian  — long 
practiced  in  our  country.  This  belief  is 
expressed  very  well  in  the  hymn  “O 
Beautiful  for  Spacious  Skies.” 

The  thought  of  God  shedding  his  grace 


on  a  deserving  nation  is  very  satisfying 
if  one  lives  in  that  nation. 

It’s  one  thing  to  be  thankful  to  God  for 
blessings  and  even  prosperity  but  anoth¬ 
er  to  think  that  the  cause  of  other  na¬ 
tions’  lack  of  blessings  and  prosperity  is 
their  being  non-Christian. 

If  I  were  a  starving  Ethiopian,  it 
wouldn’t  comfort  me  much  to  look  at 
America  and  be  told  that  God  had 
blessed  and  provided  the  people  there 
because  America  is  mostly  Christian  and 
deserving. 

The  prosperity  of  our  land  is  a  testi¬ 
mony  to  somethipg,;  bqt  I’m  not  sure.tjiejt 
God  needs  or  wants  the  credit. 

June  McKee 

New  Castle,  Pennsylvania 

Emblems  cause  dismay 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  dismayed  to  read  about  the 
three  cross-and-flame  emblems  costing 
$25,000  purchased  by  the  hospital  in 
Wichita,  Kan.  (see  UMR,  June  14).  Surely 
this  money  could  have  been  better  spent 
for  medical  needs. 

It  is  understandable  when  hospitals 
complain  about  the  high  cost  of  technical 
equipment  that  they  need.  But  must  a 
hospital  have  giant  symbols  two-and-a- 
half  stories  high  at  such  a  price? 

Now  that  the  building  has  been  sold 
and  can  no  longer  use  the  emblems, 
here’s  hoping  that  this  expenditure  can 
be  at  least  partially  recovered. 

Florence  E.  Halverson 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Boycott  is  mine  field 

To  the  Editor: 

If  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  thinks  it  is  embark¬ 
ing  on  a  mission  for  the  disadvantaged 
by  supporting  Cesar  Chavez’s  California 
boycott  of  non-union  table  grapes,  it  is 
walking  into  a  mine  field! 

Mr.  Chavez  is  one  of  the  slickest  and 
most  coercive  union  leaders  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  His  United  Farm  Workers  Union  has 
lost  half  of  its  members  in  the  past  few 
years  because  of  strong-arm  tactics. 

It  seems  very  short-sighted  for  the 
church  to  lose  members,  and  it  surely 
will,  simply  because  it  chooses  to  take 
sides  with  an  unethical  union  boss  whose 
union  includes  only  3  percent  of  the  ta¬ 
ble-grape  workers. 

The  United  Farm  Workers  requires 
militant  actions  (even  violence),  political 
contributions  and  activities,  and  more 
for  a  person  to  be  a  "member  in  good 
standing.” 

The  National  Labor  Relations  Act  re¬ 
quires  only  the  payment  of  initiation  fees 
and  maintenance  of  union  dues  to  be  a 
"member  in  good  standing,”  but  that’s 
not  enough  for  Mr.  Chavez. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  losing 
members  daily  and  should  be  clear  on  an 
issue  before  it  takes  sides.  The  grape 
boycott  is  a  union  fight  and  definitely  not 
a  spiritual  issue.  Let’s  look  before  we 
leap! 

Kate  Nyegaard 
Modesto,  California 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Tulsa.  Oklahoma 


With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  350  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Faith  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  (Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference ) . 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 


and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Tulsa,  we  say, 
"Welcome.''  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


terms,  there  are  only  three  kinds  of  food: 
fat,  protein  and  carbohydrate.  You  need 
all  three,  and  it  really  doesn’t  matter 
from  which  food  sources  you  get  them  as 
long  as  you  eat  nutritious,  wholesome 
food. 

Eating  not  a  sin 

Eating  is  not  a  sin!  We  must  eat  to 
stay  alive.  Our  bodies  demand  food  and 
prefer  it  at  regulal*  intervals  throughout 
the  day. 

That  helps  explain  why  dieting  is  usu¬ 
ally  unsuccessful  in  the  long  run.  When 
someone  has  abandoned  a  diet,  the  most 
popular  reason  given  is,  “I  was  hungry 
all  the  time.” 

Food  receives  a  lot 
of  attention  in  our 
society,  just  as  it  did 
2,000  years  ago.  Je¬ 
sus’  first  miracle 
was  at  a  wedding 
feast. 

Read  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  and  you  will 
find  Jesus  frying  fish  on  the  beach,  feed¬ 
ing  5,000  followers  or  eating  the  Pass- 
over  Feast.  He  was  accused  of  being  a 
glutton,  and  his  disciples  ate  and  drank 
instead  of  fasting  the  fray  John’s  disci¬ 
ples  ancl  the  Pharisees  did  (seeLlilte  5:33; 
7:34). 

And  the  Scriptures  even  suggest  that 
heaven  itself  may  be  compared  to  an 
elaborate  feast. 

The  biblical  alternative 

Exercise  is  the  biblical  alternative  to 
dieting.  However,  since  there  are  no  ex¬ 
ercise  programs  in  Scripture,  it’s  easy  to 
overlook  the  importance  of  regular  exer¬ 
cise  in  the  lives  of  people  in  Bible  times. 

But  consider  the  Hebrew  children. 
Even  after  they  settled  down  in  the 
“land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,”  they 
still  didn’t  have  refrigerators,  automatic 
garage  door  openers  or  other  labor-sav¬ 
ing  devices. 

By  contrast,  one  historian  estimates 
that  the  average  American  has  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  400  or  500  slaves.  Under  the  hood 
of  your  car  is  the  power  of  a  couple  hun¬ 
dred  horsemen  and  chariots.  Tune  in 
your  TV  set,  and  the  entire  Chicago 
Symphony  Orchestra  will  put  on  a  concert 
for  you,  something  King  Solomon  couldn’t 
have  had  at  any  price. 

We've  grown  fat 

The  result  of  our  sedentary  lifestyles 
is  that  we  have  grown  fat.  Tragically, 
we  keep  trying  to  diet  away  the  extra 
fat.  A  more  biblical  response  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  regular  exercise. 

Almost  everyone  in  Bible  times  got 
plenty  of  exercise.  Consider  Isaac’s  twin 
sons  Jacob  and  Esau. 


Esau  was  an  extremely  active  hunter 
and  man  of  the  field.  Jacob  was  a  quiet 
man,  dwelling  in  tents.  Yet  by  our  stan¬ 
dards,  Jacob  was  still  a  very  active  person. 

The  “fast  food”  meal  he  prepared  (see 
Genesis  27)  required  going  out  to  the 
flock,  catching  the  lambs,  butchering 
them  and  cooking  over  an  open  fire. 

Today  you  don’t  have  to  put  out  that 
much  effort  to  get  food.  This  conve¬ 
nience,  coupled  with  a  sedentary  life¬ 
style,  almost  always  leads  to  a  fat 
problem,  since  your  desire  to  eat  is  prob¬ 
ably  a  lot  stronger  than  your  desire  to 
have  a  slimmer  figure,  to  obey  your  doc¬ 
tor’s  orders  or  even  to  be  a  model  of 
Christian  living. 

There’s  nothing  wrong  with  food.  Our 
problem  is  that  exercise  doesn’t  get  as 
much  emphasis  in  our  society  as  it  gets 
in  Scripture. 

Disciples  walked 

True,  the  disciples  were  eating  their 
way  through  a  grain  field  in  Luke  6:1,  but 
they  were  also  walking  the  whole  time, 
and  they  had  to  rub  the  heads  of  grain  in 
their  hands  to  get  at  the  food.  Jesus  and 
his  disciples  did  not  live  to  eat.  They 
were  eating  to  live. 

Consider  the  fitness  levels  of  other  Bi¬ 
ble  heroes:  Moses,  at'  tfie  age  of  120 
years,  climbed  Pisgah  Peak  in  Mount 
Nebo  (Deuteronomy  34:1).  Elijah  ran 
about  20  miles,  then  fled  another  90.  He 
finally  left  his  servant  and  went  on  into 
the  wilderness,  traveling  all  day  (I  Kings 
18:46;  19:1-4). 

Jesus  walked  the  50  miles  to  Tyre  and 
Sidon  (Matthew  15:21).  Two  disciples 
from  Emmaus  walked  seven  miles  to 
their  home,  ate  supper  with  the  risen 
Christ,  then  jogged  back  to  Jerusalem 
that  same  night  (Luke  24:13-34). 

Mary  ran  to  Jerusalem  from  outside 
the  city,  a  trip  of  about  three  miles  (John 
20:2). 

Clearly,  exercise  is  not  prescribed  in 
Scripture.  Intentional  aerobics  programs 
were  unnecessary  in  that  culture.  It  was 
necessary  to  be  physically  active  to  sur¬ 
vive  and  function  in  that  world. 

•  Interestingly,  the  current  high  inci¬ 
dence  of  heart  disease  and  other  degen¬ 
erative  illnesses  reveals  that  regular 
physical  exercise  is  also  essential  for 
survival  in  the  automated  modern  world. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  Dan  Runyon,  lives  in  Spring 
Arbor,  Mich. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Dan  Runyon 


Powerful  testimony 

that  God  provides  steady 
navigation  through  stormy 


seas. 


Nuclear  winter .  .  .  Latin  Ameri¬ 
ca  .. .  divorce  .  .  .  child  abuse.  .  . 
and  on  and  on.  The  world  is  an 
uncertain  place. 

But  William  H.  Hinson,  senior 
pastor  of  the  largest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  anywhere,  shows 
the  "wordly-weary”  that  uncer¬ 
tainty  and  doubt  can  be  over¬ 
come.  In  Solid  Living  in  a 
Shattered  World,  Hinson 
demonstrates  how  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  are  fresher  and  more 
relevant  than  anything  out  of  Time  magazine. 
Only  God,  he  says,  can  provide  that  oft- 
sought  but  seldom-found  pillar  of  stability;  he 
can  instill  confidence  in  the  midst  of  despair 
for  any  who  listen  to  him. 

Hinson’s  new  book  is  an  important  rallying 
call  for  Christians  everywhere  who  seek  to 
have  their  lives  transformed  into  beacons  of 
certainty  and  wholeness.  Abingdon. 


%)  Cokesbury 


AO 1-390486.  $8.95 

P-097-NCR 


Order  toll  tree:  W800-672-1789.  U»e  your  Cokesbury  Account, 
American  Express,  Visa,  or  MasterCard  Call  Mooday-Friday, 
M  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time.  For  personal  service,  call 
your  Cokesbury  store 
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Conferences  put  higher  priority  on  public  relations 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodists  in  Kansas  City  last 
year  decided  they  were  sitting  on  that 
area’s  "best  kept  secrets”  and  it  was 
time  to  let  the  word  out. 

In  a  six-week  media  blitz  that  saturat¬ 
ed  the  commercial  television  market, 
United  Methodists  in  the  Kansas  East 
and  Missouri  West  annual  conferences 
used  high  quality,  professionally  pro¬ 
duced  television  spots  to  tell  the  metro¬ 
politan  area  about  their  ministries. 

Four  30-second  television  spots,  shown 
’  during  both  prime  time  and  "fringe” 
time  costing  $10,000,  brought  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministries  vividly  to  the  screen :  a 
suicide  prevention  center,  a  home  for 
battered  women,  a  children’s  home  and 
ministries  aimed  at  other  adults. 

In  emotionally  charged  spot  announce¬ 
ments  showing  shattered  wedding  pic¬ 
tures,  a  teen-ager  cradling  a  pistol  while 
considering  suicide  and  children  in  the 
loving  care  of  a  Christian  orphanage,  a 
common  message  prevailed:  ‘‘United 
Methodists  are  out  in  the  world  doing 
somehting  .  .  .  What  in  the  world  are  you 
doing?  . . .  Help  us  help.” 

Few  ‘blitz’  their  markets 

The  Kansas  City  media  project  is  one 
of  only  a  handful  of  public  relations  pro¬ 
jects  produced  and  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  conferences  around  the  na¬ 
tion. 

Public  relations  has  not  been  a  high 
priority  item  for  many  conferences,  but 
attitudes  (and  budgets)  are  beginning  to 
change,  said  Bill  Richards,  director  of 
public  relations  for  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

"I  could  probably  count  on  one  hand 
the  number  of  conferences  that  have 
carried  out  their  own  full-fledged  public 
relations  campaigns,”  Mr.  Richards  said. 

He  said  he  hopes  a  soon-to-be-distrib¬ 
uted  national  public  relations  campaign 
on  the  theme  “The  World  Is  Our  Parish” 
and  produced  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  will  prompt  conferences  to 
start  their  own  campaigns. 

“Most  conferences  can’t  budget  money 
for  people  to  come  up  with  original  cam¬ 
paigns”  like  the  one  in  Kansas  City,  he 
said.  The  UMCom-produced  campaign, 
he  pointed  out,  will  allow  conferences  to 
direct  funds  toward  buying  media  time 
and  space  without  tying  up  funds  in  cre¬ 
ating  the  announcements  themselves. 

Tennessee  leads  the  pack 

The  largest  campaign  by  an  individual 
conference  both  in  terms  of  budget  and 
of  number  of  media  used  so  far,  he  not¬ 
ed,  is  the  current  one  in  the  Tennessee 
conference. 

Forty  full-color  billboards  with  the 


message  "Catch  the  Spirit . . .  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church”  are  displayed  at 
key  locations  in  Nashville  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area. 

A  catchy,  professionally  written,  pro¬ 
duced  and  sung  jingle  about  "catching 
the  spirit”  of  the  church  is  running  six  to 
eight  times  a  day  on  11  stations  in  the 
country  music  capital  city. 

More  than  15,000  bumper  stickers  that 
bear  the  "Catch  the  Spirit”  campaign 
have  been  picked  up  by  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  have  become  "mobile  mes¬ 
sages”  all  over  the  area.  Newspaper  ads, 
bulletin  covers  and  doorknob  hangers 
have  also  been  circulated  within  the 
116,000-member  conference. 

The  Tennessee  media  campaign  is 
part  of  an  extensive  four-year  project 
pioneered  by  the  Rev.  Ed  Britt,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  conference’s  public  relations 
task  force.  The  group  was  established 
three  years  ago  "basically  to  combat 
negative  press  the  church  got  following 
the  ‘60  Minutes’  episode  and  the  Reader’s 
Digest  article,”  said  Mr.  Britt. 

"We  had  some  folks  downright  angry 
with  the  denomination.  And  most  of 
them  were  not  aware  of  the  good  things 
we  had  going  on,”  he  continued. 

The  Tennessee  campaign  started  this 
year  with  $75,000  budgeted  for  radio, 
billboards  and  newspaper  ads.  Next 
year,  with  $81,000  budgeted,  the  cam¬ 
paign  will  go  into  television  with  profes¬ 
sionally  produced  30-  and  60-second  spots 
for  commercial  television  in  the  middle 
Tennessee  area,  Mr.  Britt  said. 

"By  1987,  we  will  have  all  our  media 
materials  in  hand.  Then  100  percent  of 
our  budget  will  go  into  purchase  of  air 
time,”  he  said.  (Money  now  being  allot¬ 
ted  must  be  divided  between  production 
costs  and  air  time,  billboard  rental  fees 
and  advertising  space.) 

In  addition,  the  conference  has  allot¬ 
ted  $1,000  "seed  money”  to  be  matched 
by  districts  that  will  take  advantage  of 
media  materials  furnished  by  the  confer¬ 
ence  and  place  ads  in  closer-to-home 
newspapers,  radio  and  television  mar¬ 
kets  and  outdoor  advertising  companies, 
Mr.  Britt  said. 

Ads  ‘enhance’  evangelism’ 

The  media  campaign,  Mr.  Britt  ad¬ 
mits,  was  also  designed  to  help  draw 
people  to  the  church  (the  Tennessee  con¬ 
ference  lost  769  members  last  year),  but 
he  strongly  contends  "it’s  not  intended  to 
take  the  place  of  knocking  on  doors.” 

‘‘We  like  to  think  these  billboards 
and  radio  commercials  are  laying  the 
groundwork  for  personal  contact  . . . 
that  when  someone  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Columbia,  Tenn., 
for  instance,  knocks  on  a  door  to  invite 
someone  to  church  that  they’ll  be  more 


The  Lord’s 
Supper. 


United  Methodists  in  Middle  Tennessee  are 
concerned  about  hunger.  The  spiritual, 
physical  and  emotional  hungers  so  many 
people  experience.  And  what’s  more, 
we’re  doing  something  about  it. 

Through  a  spirit  of  sharing  and  caring 
we  reach  out  to  feed  and  clothe  the  poor, 
comfort  the  hurting,  bring  hope  to  the 
disheartened  and  joy  to  the  lonely.  It’s  our 
way  of  celebrating  the  true  meaning  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper — sharing  with  one  another 
what  we  hav£  received  from  God. 

It’s  a  spirit  that’s  catching.  Join  us  and 
catch  the  spirit,  too. 


,  Catch  the  Spirit 

iQtHE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

YOUR  LOCAL  CHURCH  AND  ADDRESS 


NASHVILLE— One  ad  from  the  Tennessee  conference  public  relations 
program  emphasizes  The  Lord’s  Supper.  Space  is  left  at  bottom  for  local 
church  name  and  address.  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  is  the  campaign  theme. 


receptive  to  the  invitation,”  Mr.  Britt  said. 

United  Methodists  in  the  Kansas  City 
area  say  they  launched  their  campaign 
not  so  much  to  enhance  evangelism  as  to 
show  the  public  what  their  denomination 
was  doing. 

The  two  conferences  (Kansas  East  and 
Missouri  West),  who  often  work  together 
in  the  shared  metropolitan  area,  have 
worked  on  several  media  campaigns 
over  the  past  several  years  and  main¬ 
tained  two  goals,  said  the  Rev.  Dave  Fine- 


stead,  pastor  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  public  relations  committee. 

"We  wanted  to  make  United  Method¬ 
ists  feel  good  about  being  Methodist,” 
Mr.  Finestead  said.  "We  are  out  there 
doing  a  lot  of  good,  but  (the  denomina¬ 
tion)  has  fought  such  a  bad  image  prob¬ 
lem  that  a  lot  of  people  aren’t  proud  to 
say  they’re  United  Methodists.” 

That  was  before  the  spots  ran  on  sui¬ 
cide,  the  home  for  battered  women,  the 


children’s  home  and  the  elderly  program. 

‘‘(The  commercials)  would  make  any 
United  Methodist  proud  to  say,  "Hey,  I’m 
a  part  of  that  (ministry),’  ”  Mr.  Fine- 
stead  said. 

Secondly,  the  media  campaign  provid¬ 
ed  an  opportunity  to  "let  people  on  the 
outside  take  a  look  at  us,”  Mr.  Finestead 
said. 

“It  wasn’t  meant  to  be  used  as  a  tool 
for  evangelism,”  he  said.  "We  simply 
wanted  to  let  the  public  know  that  the 
world  really  is  our  parish  and  if  they 
like  what  we’re  doing,  we’d  like  to  have 
them  join  us.” 

The  television  spots  were  produced  by 
United  Methodist  laymen  Fred  Paddock, 
a  member  of  Trinty  UMC.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  Paddock  Productions,  which  also 
produces  advertising  for  Safeway  and 
Wal-Mart.  Use  of  the  company’s  $4.5  mil¬ 
lion  studio  was  vital,  said  Mr.  Finestead, 
in  producing  the  high  quality  that  the 
spots  have  been  noted  for. 

In  addition,  another  United  Methodist 
layman,  David  Jewel,  a  partner  in  an  ad¬ 
vertising  agency  and  member  of  Woods 
Chapel  UMC,  arranged  air  time  for  the 
advertising  campaign. 

Ad  agencies  helped 

Both  the  Tennessee  and  the  Kansas 
City  projects  were  executed  by  profes¬ 
sional  advertising  agencies.  UMC  offi¬ 
cials  involved  contend  that  was  the  key 
to  success. 

Mr.  Britt  said,  "The  advertising  agen¬ 
cy  was  able  to  make  our  dollar  go  far¬ 
ther.”  He  explained  that  the  agency 
takes  all  its  accounts  to  the  bargaining 
table  of  radio  stations  and  outdoor  ad¬ 
vertising  companies  and  buys  time  and 
space  in  bulk,  getting  a  better  price. 

Mr.  Finestead  of  Kansas  City  adds, 
"Too  often  local  preachers  are  expected 
to  be  able  to  do  that  kind  of  thing.  Few 
know  anything  about  production  work 
and  television. 

“We  hire  professioans  to  do  the  plumb¬ 
ing  and  electrical  work  for  the  church; 
why  not  this? 

“I’d  put  these  spots  up  against  any¬ 
thing  on  network  TV,  and  any  United 
Methodist  who  has  seen  them  can  be 
proud  to  be  associated  with  them.” 

It’s  estimated  that  the  UM  spots  were 
seen  by  265,000  viewers  in  the  area  at 


any  given  time.  "We’ve  got  61,000  United 
Methodists  in  this  area.  At  best,  40  per¬ 
cent  will  show  up  on  Sundays,  so  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  reach  that  many  people  with 
a  United  Methodist-related  message  is 
phenomenal,”  he  said. 

Carolinians  lauded  for  spots 

Those  two  conferences  were  not  the 
first  to  use  professional  outside  agencies. 
In  1980-81  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  produced  three  origi¬ 
nal  spots  for  television,  most  notably 
three  spots  featuring  a  Methodist  circuit 
rider  depicting  early  days  of  Methodism 
in  America. 

The  spots,  shown  throughout  western 
North  Carolina  in  prime  time  and  during 
morning  and  evening  news  shows,  were 
distributed  nationally  through  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

In  a  different  kind  of  public  relations 
effort,  one  year  the  Western  North  Caro¬ 
lina  conference  co-sponsored  regional 
coverage  of  the  Atlantic  College  Confer¬ 
ence  basketball  tournament  on  televi¬ 
sion.  “It  caught  a  lot  of  people’s 
attention  to  hear  the  announcer  say, 
‘This  game  is  brought  to  you  (by  a  life  in¬ 
surance  company)  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  of  western  North  Carolina,’  ” 
said  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Horn,  director  of 
television  ministries  for  the  conference. 

At  least  two  other  conferences  have 
produced  original  television  spots  but 
depended  on  commercial  stations  and 
cable  systems  to  use  the  spots  as  part  of 
their  free  public  service  announcements. 

Roger  Burgess,  general  secretary  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  com¬ 
mends  those  conferences  that  have  made 
an  effort  in  launching  public  relations 
campigns. 

He  adds  that  effective  public  relations 
campaigns  will  be  essential  as  the  denomi¬ 
nations  launches  church  growth  campaigns. 

"In  effect,  it  will  be  these  advertising 
campaigns  that  will  soften  the  market 
for  church  growth,”  he  concluded. 

With  just  two  weeks  left  in  the  six- 
week  Tennessee  campaign,  Mr.  Britt 
jokingly  admits  some  United  Methodists 
are  "overly”  saturated  with  the  music 
and  the  billboards. 

"But  we're  going  to  tell  them  again 
and  again.  We’re  United  Methodists,  and 
we  re  here  to  serve,"  Mr.  Britt  insisted. 


Two  UMs  face  trial  for  harboring,  transporting  refugees 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.— A  federal  district 
court  judge  in  Phoenix  will  decide  this 
month  whether  12  indicted  church-relat¬ 
ed  sanctuary  workers  can  base  their  de¬ 
fense  on  their  religious  beliefs. 

The  12  who  go  to  trial  Sept.  17  include 
two  United  Methodists,  two  Roman 
Catholic  priests,  a  nun  and  the  pastor  of 
a  Presbyterian  church. 

At  the  end  of  six  days  of  pretrial  hear¬ 
ing  June  26,  Judge  Earl  H.  Carroll  re¬ 
fused  to  dismiss  charges  against  the 
church  workers  accused  of  harboring 
and  transporting  refugees  from  Central 
America. 

The  government  maintains  the  Salva¬ 
dorans  and  Guatemalans  are  leaving 
their  countries  for  economic  reasons  and 
therefore  are  "illegal  aliens.” 

Tapes  admitted  to  evidence 

Judge  Carroll  also  agreed  to  allow  the 
prosecution  to  use  tapes  made  secret¬ 
ly  over  nine  months  at  two  sanctuary 
churches  by  two  informers  hired  by  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service. 

In  turning  down  the  defendants’  mo¬ 
tion  to  dismiss  the  case,  the  judge  indi¬ 
cated  that  while  infiltration  was  not 
acceptable,  neither  was  it  illegal. 

Bates  Butler  III,  attorney  for  Phil 
Conger,  United  Methodist  sanctuary 
worker  from  Tucson,  Ariz.,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service:  "I  was  disap¬ 
pointed  the  judge  did  not  dismiss  be¬ 


cause  of  infiltration.  That  was  the  only 
way  to  show  it  was  unacceptable.” 

The  judge  reserved  judgment  on 
whether  defendants  will  be  forbidden  to 
use  international  law,  the  1980  Refugee 
Act  and  their  religious  convictions  in 
their  defense.  The  government  is  seeking 
to  block  those  actions  by  defendants. 

Peggy  Hutchinson,  another  United 
Methodist  on  trial,  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service:  “I  was  frustrated  by  the 
pretrial  hearings  because  it  appears  we 
may  not  be  able  to  use  the  defense  we 
had  planned.  That  means  the  American 
people  will  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
hear  the  whole  truth.  That’s  very  scary.” 

She  also  lamented  that  the  court  case  is 
focusing  on  12  individuals  "when  it 
should  focus  on  the  Central  American  re¬ 
fugees.”  "While  we  are  in  court,  people 
in  El  Salvador  are  being  bombed  with  na¬ 
palm  and  white  phosphorus,”  she  said. 
"That’s  why  they  are  coming  here.” 

Informers  called  key  issue 

The  Rev.  J.  Phillip  Wogaman,  profes¬ 
sor  of  Christian  social  ethics  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
testified  in  the  first  days  of  the  pretrial 
hearing  in  late  May.  He  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  “The  key  issue 
is  the  use  of  paid  government  informers 
in  religious  settings.” 

In  a  statement  prepared  for  the  court, 
Dr.  Wogaman  said,  "If  even  one  item 
derived  from  secret  infiltration  of 


the  churches  is  received  into  evidence  in 
the  present  case,  the  churches  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  will  be  on  notice  that  they  now  con¬ 
front  a  new,  unseen  danger  to  their 
liberties,  and  the  law  enforcement  agen¬ 
cies  will  be  given  license  to  proceed  much 
more  deeply  on  this  dangerous  path.” 

The  professor  defined  “church”  as  a 
congregation  sharing  “a  deeply  held  be¬ 
lief  in  what  is  ultimately  real  and  a  com¬ 
mon  commitment  to  basic  values.”  All 
activities  prompted  by  these  beliefs  are 
religious,  he  held,  including  not  only 
worship  services,  prayer  meetings,  Bible 
,  study  and  mission  and  evangelism  activ¬ 
ities  but  also  planning  and  execution  of 
service  activities. 

He  said  church  activities  are  public  in 
that  a  public  invitation  is  given  to  those 
willing  to  engage  in  “honest  reflection  on 
ultimate  questions.” 

"Church  activities  are  as  public  as  they 
are  in  this  country,  precisely  because 
churches  have  felt  secure  in  the  protec¬ 
tions  afforded  by  the  First  Amendment 
to  the  Constitution,”  he  added. 


"If  government  informers  become  the 
practice,”  he  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service,  “a  good  deal  of  church  ac¬ 
tivity  must  go  underground.  The  conse¬ 
quences  would  be  awesome.  If  the  tapes 
are  allowed  in  court,  I  hope  the  churches 
will  react  with  great  vigor.” 

In  court  Dr.  Wogaman  said  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  committed, 
by  a  1984  General  Conference  resolution, 
to  “strongly  encourage  congregations 
who  take  seriously  the  mandate  to  do 
justice  to  resist  the  policy  of  the  INS  by 
declaring  their  churches  sanctuaries  for 
refugees  from  El  Salvador,  Guatemala 
and  other  areas  of  the  Caribbean  and  La¬ 
tin  America.” 

William  P.  Thompson,  former  stated 
clerk  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  testified  to  his  church’s  support 
of  sanctuary  churches,  and  Hugh  Lacey, 
Roman  Catholic  professor  of  philosophy 
at  Swarthmore  (Pa.)  College,  stressed 
the  Catholic  tradition  of  sanctuary. 

Ms.  Smith  heads  the  New  York  office 
for  United  Methodist  Communications. 
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Shuttle  crew  includes  UM  layman 

PALO  ALTO,  Calif. — United  Methodist  layman  Loren  Acton  is  scheduled 
to  lift  off  aboard  the  space  shuttle  Challenger  July  12  from  Cape  Canaveral, 
Fla.  Dr.  Acton,  49,  a  Lockheed  Missiles  and  Space  Co.  astrophysicist,  is  one 
of  two  specialists  who  will  be  aboard  the  seven-member  “Spacelab  2.”  A  so¬ 
lar  scientist,  Dr.  Acton  is  one  of  a  new  type  of  space  traveler  who  received 
no  formal  astronaut  training  but  was  selected  to  fly  based  on  scientific  ob¬ 
jectives  of  the  mission. 


Nine  UM  churches  form  sanctuary  ‘network’ 
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From  United  Methodist  News  Release 

GERMANTOWN,  Pa. -Nine  United 
Methodist  churches  providing  public 
sanctuary  for  Central  American  refu¬ 
gees  took  first  steps  toward  forming  a 
network  of  mutual  support  June  24-25. 

Representatives  from  the  local 
churches  were  joined  by  staff  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  boards  of  Global  Ministries 
and  Church  and  Society  and  three  bish¬ 
ops  close  to  the  movement. 

The  consultation  was  sponsored  by  the 
Global  Ministries  National  Division  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  1984  General  Conference  man¬ 
date  to  "encourage  and  enable  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  increase  its  efforts 
to  assist  Central  American  victims  and 
refugees,”  and  to  "be  supportive  of  and 
encourage  churches  in  the  United  States 
that  provide  sanctuary.” 

Also  spurring  the  consultation  were  in¬ 
dictments  of  16  Southwest  sanctuary 
workers  in  January  and  the  arrests  of  60 
refugees  by  Immigration  and  Natural¬ 
ization  Service  agents. 

Sanctuary  total  tops  200 

Some  215  U.S.  churches  give  refuge  to 
Salvadorans  and  Guatemalans  in  flight 
from  their  countries.  United  Methodist 
churches  among  them  are  Pico  Rivera 
(Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church;  Faith, 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Walker  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  Minn.;  Bethany,  Madison,  Wis.; 
Wheadon,  Evanston,  Ill.;  Claremont 
(Calif.);  Trinity,  Berkeley,  Calif.;  Dum¬ 
barton,  Washington  ;  and  First,  German¬ 
town,  Pa.,  host  to  the  consultation. 

Among  the  40  participants  were  Bish¬ 
ops  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Philadelphia 
Area),  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area)  and 


Kenneth  Hicks  (Kansas  Area),  National 
Division  president. 

The  conferees  unanimously  agreed  on 
three  essentials  for  public  sanctuary: 

•  humanitarian  care  and  support  for 
refugees; 

•  public  statements  opposing  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  discriminatory  application  of 
immigration  law  with  regard  to  Salva¬ 
dorans  and  Guatemalans; 

•  critique  of  U.S.  foreign  policy  on 
Central  America  as  a  major  cause  of  the 
refugee  situation. 

“Under  the  1980  Refugee  Act  our 
country  accepts  refugees  from  Commu¬ 
nist-dominated  countries,  as  well  it 
should,"  said  the  Rev.  Theodore  Loder  of 
First  UMC,  Germantown,  who  along 
with  Bishop  Skeete  initiated  the  consul¬ 
tation.  "But . . .  our  government  supports 
governments  such  as  El  Salvador  and 

Guatemala,  which  persecute  people _ 

Guatemala  is  held  up  as  a  model  anti¬ 
communist  country.” 

“A  great  body  of  international  opin¬ 
ion-including  the  U.N.  Organization  of 
American  States,  Amnesty  International 
and  Americas  Watch— calls  Guatemala 
the  worst  violator  of  human  rights  in  the 
world,”  said  Ted  Walkenhorst,  chairman 
of  the  legal  committee  of  the  German¬ 
town  Sanctuary  Task  Force. 

Yet  less  than  1  percent  of  the  Guate¬ 
malans  seeking  political  asylum— three 
out  of  780  in  a  recent  year— were  grant¬ 
ed  this  status,  he  added.  "The  decision  is 
being  made  on  a  political  basis,”  he  said. 

Education  effort  advocated 

Conferees  recommended  that  the 


general  agencies  mount  a  broad  educa¬ 
tional  effort  in  United  Methodist 
churches  to  counter  "misinformation” 
about  Central  American  refugees. 

"This  is  not  only  a  social  and  humani¬ 
tarian  witness,”  said  Bishop  Skeete,  "but 
also  a  spiritual  witness."  According  to 
the  Judeo-Christian  tradition,  “our  basic 
spiritual  responsibility  is  to  respond  in 
love  to  the  stranger  at  our  door  and  to 
deal  with  injustices  perpetrated  against 
persons  in  the  countries  where  they 
live,”  he  said. 

The  January  sweep  raised  an  ominous 
issue  with  implications  that  extend  be¬ 
yond  the  sanctuary  movement,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Bishop  Galvan.  "This  is  the  first 
time,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  has  infiltrated  churches  over 
such  a  long  period,  some  nine  months, 
destroying  the  trust  that  brings  church 
people  together,"  he  said. 

"People  who  were  not  even  supporters 
of  sanctuary  . . .  came  to  worship  only  to 
find  their  prayers,  Bible  study  and  wor¬ 
ship  had  been  taped.” 

Bishop  Galvan  deplored  the  "surrepti¬ 
tious  and  deceitful"  actions  of  govern¬ 
ment  agents.  "In  this  case  the  state  was 
not  protecting  freedom  of  religion  but 
working  against  that  freedom  by  creat¬ 
ing  distrust,”  he  said.  This  is  “a  dan¬ 
gerous  issue  that  should  concern  all 
churches.” 

To  expand  United  Methodist  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  sanctuary  movement,  the 
general  agencies  were  asked  to  desig¬ 
nate  or  create: 

•  a  sanctuary  staff  person  to  work  in 
the  field  promoting  sanctuaries  national¬ 
ly. 


•  a  sanctuary  movement  directory 
containing  helpful  resouces  such  as 
names  of  congressional  representatives, 
agency  staff  and  grass-roots  organiza¬ 
tions; 

•  a  sanctuary  newsletter; 

•  a  means  for  influencing  pertinent 
legislation. 

"This  is  a  time  when  it  is  increasingly 
inappropriate  for  any  congregation  to  be 
uninvolved, ’’  said  Bishop  Hicks  in  the  fi¬ 
nal  service  of  worship  and  "sending 
forth.”  “God  is  calling  people  like  us  to¬ 
gether  in  clusters  and  coalitions  ...  to 
realize  we  are  part  of  a  new  network.  I 
trust  we  are  here  to  enhance  the  quality 
of  those  who  are  gathered  and  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  our  church." 


Help  Wanted: 

Congregational  Development 

Field  Representative,  Office  of  Loan 
Administration.  Position  requires  coun¬ 
selling  with  local  churches  and  man¬ 
aging  applications  for  loans  from 
inception  to  payout.  Candidate  will 
need  some  experience  in  local  church 
building  program,  plus  accounting/ 
legal  or  lending  experience.  Extensive 
travel  and  relocating  to  New  York  City 
required. 

Architect:  Design  and  build  local 
churches  under  direction  of  senior 
architect.  Church  building  experience 
helpful.  Travel  and  relocation  to  New 
York  6ity  required. 

Write  fo.  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Gallon 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
United  Methodist  Church 
475  Riverside  Drive.  Room  310 
New  Vtork,  New  York  10115 
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Shiite  Moslem  woman  protests  U.S. 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon — A  young  Shiite  Moslem  woman  wearing  traditional 
garb  holds  a  cardboard  drawing  of  an  American  flag  with  skull  and  cross- 
bones.  This  was  at  one  of  many  anti-U.S.  rallies  following  the  hijacking  of  a 
TWA  jet  with  U.S.  citizens  held  hostage.  See  related  editorial  on  Page  2. 


Kenyan  Methodists  ask 
closer  ties  with  UMC 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Methodist  Church 
in  Kenya  is  pressing  its  bid  to  establish 
official  ties  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

A  three-person  delegation  conferred  in 
late  June  with  leaders  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Christian  unity  agency, 
agreed  to  take  the  matter  to  his  commis¬ 
sion  in  the  fall  and  to  the  Council  of  Bish- 
ops'  Committee  on  Relationships  in 
November. 


Abstracts  of  marriages  &  deaths  from 
Nashville  Christian  Advocate 
1846-1851,  315  pp,  hardbound 
$27  ( +  $1 .65  if  mailed  to  Texas ) 
Annie  Sandifer  Trickett  (C.G.,  M.L.S.) 
5809  Forest  Ln.,  Dallas,  TX  75230 


10-Day  Tour  of 

The  Holy  Land  and  Athens 

Nov.  6-15, 1985.  Rev.  James  N.  Strohm,  tour 
director.  $1,250  from  Pittsburgh,  PA 
James  N.  Strohm,  R.D.  #2,  Box  258- A, 
Friedens,  PA  15541.  (814  )  267-4328. 


Bed/Breakfast  (Continental) 
Travelers  to  St.  Louis  are  invited  to 
stay  at  church-related  conference  cen¬ 
ter  on  beautiful  estate.  $21  per  person 
(double  occupancy).  Thompson  Center, 
12145  Ladue  Road,  St.  Louis,  MO  63141. 
(314)  434-3633. 


RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST.  Security 

and  independence  in  one  ol  the  country’s  most  temp¬ 
erate  climates.  Northern  California.  LAKE  PARK 
RETIREMENT  RESIDENCE  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments,  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious  meals, 
security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A  facility 
of  Califomia-Nevada  Methodist  Homes.  For  a  bro¬ 
chure,  call  or  write:  Director  of  Marketing,  Lake 
Park,  1850  Alice  St.,  Dept  MR,  Oakland,  CA  94612, 
(415)835-5611. 


If  negotiations  succeed,  the  Kenya 
church  would  be  the  fourth  such  body  to 
have  a  concordat  relationship  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Methodist 
churches  in  Great  Britain,  Mexico  and 
the  Caribbean  and  Americas  currently 
have  such  ties. 

This  relationship  allows  each  concor¬ 
dat  church  to  send  non-voting  delegates 
to  the  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
send  delegates  to  the  top  legislative  as¬ 
semblies  of  each  of  the  others.  The  1984 
General  Conference  removed  voting 
rights  of  delegates  attending  under  the 
concordats. 

For  several  years  Kenyan  Methodists 
have  had  a  working  relationship  with  the 
Global  Ministries  board.  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu,  presiding  bishop  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Kenya,  explained  his 
church’s  interest  in  increasing  those  to 
more  formal  denomination-to-denomina- 
tion  relationships. 

"We  say  Methodist  people  are  one  peo¬ 
ple,"  he  said,  “since  all  come  from  the 
same  Wesleyan  tradition.  Realizing  the 
wealth  of  experience  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  accumulated  over  many 
years,  we  thought  if  we  could  be  together 
we  could  share  it.  If  you  send  missionaries 
to  us  and  we  to  you,  we  will  have  fresh  air 
continually.” 

Dr.  Zablon  Nthamburi,  a  professor  of 
church  history  at  the  University  of  Nai¬ 
robi,  explained  the  Kenya  Church  has  ex¬ 
perience  in  mission  to  underprivileged 
people,  to  unreached  people  and  to  wom¬ 
en  and  children. 

"We  can  address  these  problems  in  a 
more  realistic  way  than  can  Americans 
from  a  more  affluent  background,”  said 
Bishop  Imathiu. 

The  Kenya  church  has  been  growing 
17  percent  a  year,  and  its  membership 
exceeds  100,000,  according  to  the  bishop 

The  Kenya  church  was  planted  in  1862 
by  British  Methodists. 


the  James  Group 
Church  Management  System 
a  heavenly  idea! 


Integrated  system 
modules  Include: 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Deadly  dive: 

D.,  DAV  UAIlliDn  Dnrrtr 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

When  United  Methodists  once  again 
feel  an  urgent  concern  about  the  fact 
that  large  numbers  of  people  around 
them  are  living  without  Christ  as  the 
center  of  their  lives,  the  denomination’s 
deadly  membership  dive  will  stop. 

That  was  the  solid  prediction  last 
week  by  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones. 

Chief  executive  of  United  Methodists’ 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  Dr.  Jones 
told  the  Reporter  that  recent  reports  of 
heavy  1984  membership  losses  indicate 
United  Methodists  have  not  begun  in 
large  measure  to  rediscover  that  sense  of 
urgency  for  people’s  spiritual  conversion. 

“I  pray  every  day  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  will  re-find  the  urgency,”  Dr.  Jones 
said. 

In  1984  the  denomination,  by  unofficial 
count,  lost  another  72,000  members  (see 
UMR,  July  5). 

Sunday  school  main  hope 

Will  the  precipitous,  16-year  member¬ 
ship  plunge  continue  forever?  Are  there 
any  signs  that  the  denomination  is  not 
dying  or  will  stop  sliding? 

“If  you’re  looking  for  upbeat  material, 
you’ll  be  hard-pressed,”  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  admitted  last 
week  in  answer  to  those  questions. 

He  is  head  of  the  denomination’s  spe¬ 
cial  committee  formed  by  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  to  work  toward  doubling 
United  Methodist  membership  by  1992. 

If  there  is  any  major  sign  of  hope, 


and  personal  warmth  of  a  Sunday  school 
class,  he  said. 

“Sunday  school  isn’t  the  only  thing  we 
can  do,  and  it  may  not  be  the  best  thing,” 
Bi«bon  Wilke  said.  “But  surely  everyone 
is  agreed  that  it  is  the  most  obvious  and 
major  thing  to  do.” 

Dr.  Jones  said  involving  members  in 
“small,  intimate  relationships  and  hold¬ 
ing  one  another  accountable”  in  groups 
like  Sunday  school  classes  should  slow 
down  the  number  of  United  Methodists 
who  lose  interest,  become  inactive  and 
them  are  dropped  from  the  membership 
rolls. 

For  years,  many  United  Methodists 
have  thought  everything  would  level  off 
after  the  “dead  wood”  was  removed  from 
the  rolls,  he  said.  “But  we’re  still  remov¬ 
ing  dead  wood  because  more  and  more 
active  people  become  inactive.” 

76  action  prepared  bureaucracy 

The  national  church  bureaucracy  is 
ready  to  help  local  congregations  turn 
their  Sunday  school  interest  into  results, 
said  Dr.  Jones,  who  is  a  member  of  Bish¬ 
op  Wilke’s  committee. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  has  been 
emphasizing  Sunday  school  for  years, 
but  local  congregations  have  become 
most  receptive  only  in  the  last  couple  of 
years,  he  said. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  1976  General 
Conference  adopted  the  Discipleship 
board's  "Decision  Point  Church  School” 
as  one  of  two  denominational,  four-year 


Urgency  for  conversion  will  stop  slide 
in  membership,  UM  agency  chief  says 
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Bishop  Wilke  said,  it  is  in  the  rising  in-  programs.  Local  congregations,  he  ac- 

terest  arnnnH  thp  Honnminollnn  in  Clin.  knowledfferi  rParfpH  that  the  ma.i 


terest  around  the  denomination  in  Sun 
day  school  (see  UMR,  May  31  and  June 
28). 

Most  experts  are  convinced  that  if 
United  Methodists  emphasize  starting 
more  Sunday  schools  and  drawing  out¬ 
siders  into  them,  church  membership 
eventually  will  grow,  he  said. 

The  theological  beauty  of  changing  the 
membership  trend  by  that  method  is  that 
it  becomes  much  more  than  a  member¬ 
ship  drive,  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

"Membership  drives  are  OK  for  a  civ¬ 
ic  club  but  not  what  a  church  ought  to  be 
doing.  We  re  interested  in  conversion,” 
he  said.  "We  want  a  spiritual  change  in 
people,  not  just  their  membership.” 

That  change  can  occur  in  the  study 


knowledged,  reacted  to  that  the  way 
they’ve  reacted  to  the  1984  membership 
emphasis— their  Sunday  schools  contin¬ 
ued  to  decline  through  at  least  1983  (see 
UMR,  May  24). 

But  because  of  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  action,  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
has  developed  a  lot  of  materials,  exper¬ 
tise  and  personnel  now  helping  hundreds 
of  congregations  revitalize  their  Sunday 
schools,  Dr.  Jones  said. 

“If  it  hadn’t  been  for  that  emphasis 
through  the  years,  I  think  our  losses 
would  have  been  even  worse,”  he  said. 

Because  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  “abysmal  reporting  system," 
nobody  knows  if  Sunday  school  atten¬ 
dance  stopped  falling  during  1984,  Bish¬ 


Hymnal  critiques  sought 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILE— A  consortium  of  nearly 
600  grass-roots  consultants  is  being 
sought  to  read  and  critique  material 
for  the  proposed  new  United  Methodist 
hymnal  and  worship  book. 

The  25-member  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  is  asking  bishops  and  semi¬ 
nary  deans  across  the  denomination  to 
name  seven  people  from  each  annual 
conference  and  five  from  each  school 
to  serve  as  “reader  consultants,”  said 
the  Rev.  Carlton  Young,  hymnal  editor. 

The  committee  stipulated  that  four 
of  the  seven  from  annual  conferences 
be  laypersons.  In  the  letter  to  all  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishops,  the  committee 
encouraged  a  fair  racial,  ethnic,  gender 
and  ideological  mix,  as  well  as  sensi¬ 
tivity  to  music  and  worship  needs  of 
small-membership  churches. 

Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job,  committee 
chairman,  said  reader  consultants 
will  be  asked  to  review  rituals,  respon¬ 
sive  readings,  hymns  and  other  worship 
resources  proposed  by  the  committee 
for  the  new  hymnal.  The  revision  com- 


mittee  will  consider  changes  based  on 
recommendations  from  the  consultants 
as  well  as  from  other  resource  people. 

The  Iowa  Area  Bishop  said  the  near¬ 
ly  600  people  from  conferences  and 
seminaries  will  provide  a  broader  base 
of  review.  “When  trying  to  develop  a 
resource  that  will  be  used  by  millions 
around  the  world,  the  committee  felt 
that  we  would  not  be  the  only  persons 
giving  ideas,”  he  said.  “The  seminaries, 
for  example,  are  involved  in  shaping 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  church;  not  con¬ 
sulting  them  would  be  a  serious  over¬ 
sight.” 

Letters  have  gone  to  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
who  are  asked  to  choose  seven  people 
before  the  bishops’  fall  meeting. 

EDITOR  S  NOTE:  As  of  the  July  I 
deadline,  some  2,500  responses  have 
been  received  to  the  Reporter's  ques¬ 
tion-box  survey  about  hymnal  revision. 
A  complete  report  on  readers'  selec¬ 
tions  and  feelings  is  scheduled  for  an 
upcoming  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


the  church  today 


1,200  attend  memorial  service 
for  philanthropist  Stanley  Kresge 

DETROIT— Some  1,200  people  attended 
the  July  3  memorial  service  at  Metro¬ 
politan  United  Methodist  Church  for  Stan¬ 
ley  S.  Kresge,  a  noted  philanthropist  in 
United  Methodist  circles. 

Mr.  Kresge,  85,  former  chairman  of  K- 
Mart  Corp.  and  son  of  its  founder,  S.  S. 
Kresge,  died  June  30  in  Detroit. 

In  April,  Mr.  Kresge  had  given  more 
than  $800,000  to  the  Duke  University  Di¬ 
vinity  School  to  establish  the  William  K. 
Quick  Center  for  Methodist  Studies.  Mr. 
Quick  has  been  pastor  of  Metropolitan 
UMC  11  years. 

Mr.  Kresge  and  his  wife,  Dorothy, 
have  given  more  than  $3  million  to  the 
United  Methodist  retirement  homes  of 
Michigan. 

Bishop  Wheatley  receives  award, 
says  late  son  was  homosexual 

DENVER  (RNS)  — Former  Denver 
Area  United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin 
Wheatley  acknowledged  in  a  speech  July 
2  in  Sacramento,  Calif.,  that  his  youngest 
son,  John,  who  died  in  1984,  was  a  homo¬ 
sexual. 

Bishop  Wheatley’s  reference  to  John, 
who  died  of  cancer,  came  in  his  remarks 
after  he  and  his  wife,  Lucile,  received  a 
human  rights  award  from  an  interna¬ 
tional  Christian  denomination  that 
serves  homosexual  members. 

The  award  was  given  for  the  Wheat- 
leys’  work  in  human  rights,  “and  partic¬ 
ularly  gay  rights,”  said  the  Rev.  David 
Day,  director  of  media  relations  for  the 
Universal  Fellowship  of  Metropolitan 
Community  Churches.  Bishop  Wheatley, 
now  a  professor  at  the  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Claremont  (Calif.),  received  the 
award  during  the  group’s  biennial  con¬ 
vention. 

UMC  ecumenical  officer 
Warren  Jacobs  dies  at  40 

NEW  YORK  (RNS) -The  Rev.  J.  War¬ 
ren  Jacobs,  associate  ecumenical  officer 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  since 


1982,  died  July  3  of  a  heart  attack  while 
vacationing  in  western  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Jacobs,  40,  chaired  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  committee  on 
Christian-Jewish  relations  and  was  a 
member  of  the  National  Council’s  task 
force  on  Christian-Moslem  relations. 

He  was  in  the  Middle  East  April  15- 
May  7  visiting  Egypt,  Syria,  Jordan  and 
Israel.  In  Syria  he  was  arrested  and  de¬ 
tained  six  hours  for  what  was  described 
as  merely  taking  a  picture  of  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  house. 

He  was  the  UMC’s  staff  officer  for  a 
just-begun  major  Methodist-Lutheran 
theological  dialogue  on  the  role  of  bishops. 

Texas  Wesleyan  College  receives 
$14.7  million  for  endowment  fund 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Texas  Wes¬ 
leyan  College  has  received  $14.7  million 
from  the  Ella  C.  McFadden  Charitable 
Trust  Fund. 

The  gift,  which  more  than  doubles  the 
college’s  endowment,  is  the  largest  in 
Texas  Wesleyan’s  history  and  was  the 
largest  share  of  the  $73.5  million  trust 
fund  created  in  the  1965  will  of  philan¬ 
thropist  Ella  C.  McFadden. 

Mrs.  McFadden  was  the  widow  of  oil¬ 
man  W.  H.  McFadden  who  founded  South¬ 
land  Royalty  Co.,  Fort  Worth’s  largest 
independent  oil  and  gas  producing  firm. 

Argentine  Methodist  pleads 
for  nuclear  disarmament 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  evange¬ 
lism  secretary  of  the  Evangelical  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Argentina  was  among  a 
group  of  Argentine  representatives  who 
presented  a  nuclear  disarmament  plea 
to  the  United  Nations  recently. 

The  Rev.  Carlos  Gattinoni,  a  retired 
bishop  of  the  Argentine  Methodist 
Church,  reported  that  the  Llamamiento 
de  los  100  was  circulated  throughout  Ar¬ 
gentina.  The  1.5-million  signatures  were  a 
largely  unorchestrated  response  to  a  call 
by  100  leading  Argentinians,  including 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner  Adolfo  Perez 
Esquivel,  he  added. 


Meeting  to  dig 
into  slide  ‘ why 9 

FLORENCE,  Ky.— Can  numerical 
growth  occur  without  compromising 
theological  integrity? 

Why  do  some  mainline  congrega¬ 
tions  show  rapid  numerical  growth 
while  others  in  their  own  denomina¬ 
tions  are  declining? 

What  methods  and  programs  from 
these  churches  can  be  transferred  to 
other  churches? 

These  and  similar  questions  form 
the  backdrop  of  an  evangelism  work¬ 
shop  for  clergy  and  laity  of  all  main¬ 
line  denominations  to  be  held  Sept. 
5-7  in  Florence,  Ky.,  just  south  of 
Cincinnati. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Beck,  former  director 
of  the  Department  of  New  Life 
Ministries,  General  Board  of  Evange¬ 
lism  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  now  senior  pastor  at  Sunrise 
UMC  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  will 
be  one  workshop  speaker. 

Author  and  pastor  Herb  Miller,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  for  the  National 
Evangelistic  Association  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  is 
another  speaker. 

Workshop  titles  include:  “Evange¬ 
lism  Flight  Check  List,”  “Imperatives 
for  Evangelism,”  "Go  Fishing  With¬ 
out  Leaving  Town:  How  to  Share  your 
Faith  Without  Being  Obnoxious.” 

Additional  information  is  available 
from  the  Rev.  Bill  Evans,  Florence 
Christian  Church,  300  S.  Main  St., 
Florence,  Ky.  41042. 


op  Wilke  said.  Growing  attendance 
would  be  a  great  sign  of  hope,  he  said. 
(Most  church  statistics  are  not  collected 
and  available  until  the  following  year. 
Membership  statistics  are  available  six 
months  after  the  close  of  the  year  because 
of  an  unofficial  survey  done  by  United 
Methodist  News  Service  and  Newscope. 
Inquires  about  Sunday  school  attendance 
have  not  been  a  part  of  those  surveys. ) 

Fad  or  real  thing? 

Is  the  recent  fervor  concerning  Sun¬ 
day  school  a  passing  fad  or  a  deep 
change  that  really  might  stop  the  mem¬ 
bership  hemorrhage? 

Dr.  Jones  said  he  isn’t  willing  to  go  out 


on  a  limb  to  predict.  But  he  listed  three 
reasons  the  Sunday-school  fervor 
may  be  a  longer-term  trend  and  effective 
action  may  finally  occur  to  stop  the  mem¬ 
bership  decline: 

(1)  “We  have  needed  someone  like 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Area  to  take  the  leadership  in  press¬ 
ing  for  Sunday  school  growth.  Now  we 
have  him,  and  others  are  following.” 

(Bishop  Underwood  last  fall  set  a  goal 
for  Louisiana  congregations  to  start  150 
new  Sunday  school  classes  by  June  1985. 
Instead,  they  started  almost  300.) 

(2)  While  attending  many  annual  con¬ 
ference  sessions  this  spring,  Dr.  Jones 
heard  a  lot  of  excitement  about  Sunday 
school  in  every  part  of  the  country,  not 
just  in  the  South  where  Sunday  school 
traditionally  has  been  stronger. 

According  to  reports  from  the  confer¬ 
ences,  at  least  eight  of  the  74  confer¬ 
ences  set  hard  Sunday  school  goals  for 
the  next  year. 

(3)  The  fact  that  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
many  annual  conferences  have  paid  ex¬ 
tra  attention  to  the  membership  decline 
is  not  of  itself  a  hopeful  sign,  Dr.  Jones 
said.  “I’ve  been  in  church  development 
work  for  15  years,”  he  said.  “There  have 
been  two  or  three  other  times  when  the 
bishops  got  excited  about  membership 
but  then  nothing  much  happened. 

“What  is  different  this  time  is  that  in 
Bishop  Wilke  we  have  a  strong  voice  that 
won’t  be  quieted.  He  won’t  speak  and 
then  go  to  other  things.  He  is  going  to 
hold  the  church  accountable. 

“A  reason  we  have  denominational  de¬ 
cline  is  because  annual  conferences  don’t 
set  many  expectations  for  their  clergy. 
When  they  do,  they  don’t  follow  up  and 
evaluate  how  each  minister  and  congre¬ 
gation  did. 

"We  must  set  goals  and  we  must  hold 
people  accountable.” 

Bishop  Wilke  said  he  realizes  a  lot  of 
hopes  are  being  placed  in  his  committee 
and  in  the  fact  that  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  plans  to  devote  a  large  part  of  its  au¬ 
tumn  meeting  to  the  membership  issue. 

"My  own  feeling  is  that  we’re  going  to 
find  our  answers  not  in  the  experts  or  the 
gray  heads  but  by  looking  at  individual 
growing  congregations,”  he  said. 

Although  the  denomination  as  a  whole 
appears  to  be  dying,  many  congregations 
are  on  fire,  and  "we  need  to  see  why  they 
are  burning  and  the  ways  they’ve  found 
to  minister  to  people,”  he  said. 


WCC pioneer  dies  at  age  84, 
led  Methodists  into  council 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  man  who  persuad¬ 
ed  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  to  become  a  charter  member  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  died  July 
4  in  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

He  was  the  Rev.  Willem  A.  Viser  ’t 
Hooft,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Council  from  1939,  when  it  was  in  process 
of  formation,  until  his  retirement  in  1966. 

“He  will  be  mourned  quite  literally 
throughout  the  whole  inhabited  world," 
said  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews  of  Washington.  The 
bishop  was  on  the  World  Council  Central 
Committee  from  1961  to  1983. 

Calling  Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  “a  giant 
among  ecumenists,”  the  bishop  said,  "We 
will  not  know  his  like  again  in  our  gener¬ 
ation.” 

A  minister  of  the  Netherlands  Re¬ 
formed  Church,  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  was 
born  Sept.  20,  1900,  in  Haarlem,  the 
Netherlands.  He  served  first  in  the  World 
YMCA  in  Geneva,  then  as  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Student  Christian  Fed¬ 
eration.  In  1939  he  was  made  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Council  in  formation. 

Bishop  Mathews  recalled  that  as  a 
young  man  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  became  a 
friend  and  protege  of  American  Method¬ 


ist  John  R.  Mott.  He  thus  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  other  ecumenically  in¬ 
clined  Methodists  such  as  Bishops 
Francis  J.  McConnell,  G.  Bromley  Ox- 
nam,  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  William  C.  Martin 
and  other  Methodist  leaders  such  as  Wal¬ 
ter  Van  Kirk  and  later  Charles  C.  Parlin. 

The  Rev.  John  Deschner,  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  modera¬ 
tor  of  the  World  Council’s  Faith  and 
Order  Commission,  said  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft, 
like  his  friend  and  mentor  Karl  Barth,  has 
“left  a  large  mark  on  the  Christian  history 
of  the  20th  century.” 

“His  was  the  church  statesmanship 
which  insisted  on  building  together  the 
movements  for  Faith  and  Order  and  Life 
and  Work  to  create  a  World  Council  in 
which  churches,  not  simply  ecumenical 
enthusiasts,  would  be  the  primary  par¬ 
ticipants,”  said  Dr.  Deschner. 

As  first  general  secretary,  his  was  the 
vision  and  diplomacy  that  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  council,  opened  it  to 
the  Orthodox  churches,  developed  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  Vatican,  built  bridges  be¬ 
tween  Eastern  and  Western  churches, 
and  integrated  into  the  World  Council  the 
International  Missionary  Council  and 
World  Council  of  Christian  Education, 
according  to  Dr.  Deschner. 


CLASSIFIED 

1,700-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  D.C.E.  in 

adult  ministry  and  youth  minister  with  experience 
in  music.  Send  resume  to  16000  Rippling  Water. 
Houston,  TX  77084. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST-ASSISTANT  director  for 
1,900-member  church.  Play  four  services,  direct 
children's  and  handbell  choirs.  Allen  11/44  organ  to 
be  replaced  when  funds  available.  Highly  competi- 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR:  1,100-MEMBER  church. 

College  degree  and/or  equivalent  experience  in 
church  or  related  work.  Salary  range  $16,000  to 
$20,000.  Please  apply  before  Aug.  1,  1985.  Univer¬ 
sity  United  Methodist  Church,  2000  S.  Locust,  Las 
Cruces  88001. 

tive  salary  Extensive  music  program.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  101  Live 
Oak  Blvd.,  Lafayette,  LA  70503. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  NEEDED.  Ex¬ 

perience  in  public  relations,  fund-raising,  commu¬ 
nication.  Travel  required.  Contact  Superintendent 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference,  Queendale  Cen¬ 
ter,  Beverly.  KY  40913. 

1,350-MEMBER  CHURCH,  near  Disney  World, 
seeking  director  of  program  and  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  Must  have  a  genuine  experience  with  Christ, 
a  love  for  people  and  thorough  knowledge  of  Meth¬ 
odist  materials.  Should  be  a  diaconal  minister  or 
certified  D.C.E.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 
Contact  Dr.  Jiles  E.  Kirkland,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  P.  O.  Box  819,  Winter  Park,  FL 
32790. 

ALASKA.  14-DAY  CRUISE/TOUR- Aug.  8-22, 
1985,  from  Philadelphia  (or  your  city  — price 
quotes  given)  includes  4W  days  on  Rotterdam  plus 
UMC  institutions  visits.  Experienced  tour  leaders. 
Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil  P.  E.  Pottieger,  241  E. 
Third  St.,  Media.  PA  19063.  (215)  566-5987  or  3172. 

POSITION  OPEN:  JURISDICTIONAL  coordina¬ 
tor.  Volunteers  in  Mission,  part-time  employment, 
experience  as  missionary  preferred.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Aug.  1, 1985,  deadline  for  receiving  applica¬ 
tions.  Contact  S.  Duane  Bruce  for  applications, 
6155  Samuell  Blvd.,  Dallas,  TX  75228,  telephone 
(214)321-7077. 

TOUR  ROME,  ASSISI.  RAVENNA,  FLORENCE. 
Study  biblical  themes  and  the  history  of  art.  $1,625 
from  Washington,  Nov  22-Dec  2,  1985,  with  Dr. 
James  Clemons  and  Ms.  Catherine  Kapikian  of 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  4500  Massachusetts 
Ave..  NW.  Washington,  DC  20016. 

A  PART-TIME  POSITION  in  evangelism/educa- 

lion  is  open  to  retired  clergy.  Two-point  charge  is 
located  in  an  ideal  community  for  retirement. 
Mild  winters  and  warm  summers  in  a  mountain 
recreational  center.  Salary  $6,000  for  1,000  hours  a 
year.  Flexible  for  personal  schedule.  Inquiries  to 

St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church,  141  N.  Hill  St., 
Globe.  AZ  85501  or  call  (602)  425-2340. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  NEEDED:  Fast¬ 
growing  church  in  beautiful  southwest  Florida. 
Degree  in  Christian  education  or  M.Div.  preferred. 
Salary  negotiable.  Position  available  immediate¬ 
ly.  Will  consider  recent  college  or  seminary  gradu¬ 
ates.  Send  resume:  Rev,  Robert  Bruce,  East 
Naples  United  Methodist  Church,  Naples,  FL 
33962 

WANTED  MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION/pro- 
gram.  2,200-member,  multiple-staff  church  seeks 
minister  of  education/program,  ordained  or  diaco¬ 
nal.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Donald 

M.  Kea,  St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O. 
Box  867,  Columbus,  GA  31902.  Telephone  (404)  327- 
4343 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Sanford,  FL. 
1,100  members.  Near  Orlando  and  Disney  World. 
Salary  negotiable.  Parsonage  included.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  picture  to  the  Rev.  George  A.  Buie  III, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  419  Park  Ave.. 
Sanford.  FL  32771 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  of  Grove  City, 
PA.  New  position  1,600  members.  Position  to  be 
filled  immediately  Send  resume  to  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  368,  Grove  City,  PA  16127. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  Limited  responsibility  for  co¬ 
ordinating  education  program.  Salary  negotiable 
from  $18,000.  To  obtain  application,  send  resume 
to  First  United  Methodist  Church.  230  Court,  Du¬ 
mas.  AR  71639 

CHRIST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  4th 

and  I  Streets  SW  in  Washington,  DC,  is  currently 
seeking  a  dynamic  and  creative  individual  for  the 
position  of  music  director  Inquiries  may  be  made 
by  contacting  Leflani  McConnell  at  (202)  543-9007. 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION/EVANGELISM 
Half-time  position  in  rapidly  growing,  600-mem¬ 
ber  congregation  Contact  the  Rev  James  A.  Har- 
nish,  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  4851 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  GROWING  church  of 
1,400,  located  in  southwest  Missouri.  Please  send 
resume  to  Rev.  Frank  Jones,  King's  Way  United 
Methodist  Church,  2400  Fritts  Lane,  Springfield 

MO  65804 

HIALEAH  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 
seeks  director  of  youth  and  college-age  ministries. 
Spanish  helpful  but  not  necessary.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Write:  500  Palm  Ave.,  Hialeah,  FL  33010 

WANTED  FULL-TIME  BUSINESS  administrator 
(finance-facilities  director).  Spring  Valley  United 
Methodist  Church,  7700  Spring  Valley  Road,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75240.  Contact:  Dr  Bruce  Weaver,  pastor 
(214)233-7671, 

POSITION  WANTED:  MUSIC/DRAMA  director 
with  BA  in  music.  BA  in  drama  and  MFA  in  music 
theatre  and  performance  experience.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Glenn  Patterson  Jr.,  P  O.  Box  550,  Eliza- 
bethton,  TN  37643.  (615)  542-5144 
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|  The  July  Coordinated  Mailing 
Is  On  The  Way  To  Recipients  % 

v  y. 

>: 

Information  Includes: 

Brochures  on  Upcoming  Seminars 
Louisiana  Conference  Calendar 
Sunday  School  Video  Tape  Forms 

And  Much  More! ! ! 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘Spiritual  Medicine’ 


On  the  first  Sunday  in  July,  Billye 
and  I  attended  a  small  church  and 
participated  in  an  inspiring  service  of 
worship. 

Following  the  Order  of  Worship  in 
the  bulletin  we  came  to  the  “Com¬ 
munion  Meditation”  but  the  printer 
had  mistakenly  listed  it  as  “Com¬ 
munion  Medication.” 

My  first  response  was  a  smile,  but 
my  second  response  was  “How  true,” 
for  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  we  found  healing  medicine 
for  our  souls.  As  we  knelt  at  the  Lord’s 
Table  with  others  (most  of  whom  we 


did  not  know)  we  felt  a'  renewed 
strength,  a  refreshing  wholeness,  a 
mystical  power. 

Partaking  of  Holy  Communion  al¬ 
ways  does  that  for  me  —  attending 
Church  almost  always  does  that  for 
me. 

The  good  news  is  that  the  Gospel,  in 
its  fullness,  refreshes,  strengthens, 
empowers,  and  heals  the  hurts  of  our 
hearts. 


Help  Is  Needed! ! ! 


Associate  Members  and  Local 
Pastors  Plan  National  Meeting 


The  1985  annual  meeting  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fellowship  of  Associate  Members 
and  Local  Pastors  (NFAMLP)  will  be 
September  23-26  at  Epworth  by  the  Sea- 
St.  Simon’s  Island,  Georgia.  “Evange¬ 
lism  and  Church  Growth  in  the  Small 
Membership  Church”  is  the  theme  for 
the  three  workshops  which  are  being 
sponsored  by  NFAMLP  and  coordinated 
by  Cokesbury  Educational  Services. 

W.  James  Cowell,  director  of  new  con¬ 
gregational  development  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  provide  lead¬ 
ership  for  the  three  workshops.  In  his 
work  at  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  Cowell  is  involved  in  developing 
strategies  for  evangelism  ministries 
through  new  congregations.  He  assists 
conferences  and  districts  in  planning  and  , 
developing  new  congregations  and  evan¬ 
gelism  ministries  and  serves  as  staff  li¬ 
aison  to  interagency  committees  on  new 
church  development. 

Participants  in  the  workshops  will  re¬ 


ceive  one  continuing  education  unit  for 
attending. 

Robert  Kohler,  director  of  ordained 
ministry  relations,  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry,  and  Bishop  Joel 
McDavid,  retired,  of  the  Atlanta  Area 
will  be  guest  speakers  during  the  four- 
day  event  which  begins  at  9  a.m.  on  Sep¬ 
tember  23  with  an  executive  committee 
meeting  and  concludes  September  26  at 
11:30  a.m. 

Registration  for  the  event  is  $10  if  reg¬ 
istration  is  received  prior  to  September 
9.  After  that  date,  the  fee  will  be  $25. 

Reservations  for  housing  can  be  made 
by  sending  a  $10  deposit  to  Epworth  by 
the  Sea,  c/o  Ann  Willis,  Box  407,  St.  Si¬ 
mon’s  Island,  Ga.  31522.  Room  and  board 
charges  for  the  entire  conference  (to  be 
paid  directly  to  the  Conference  Center  — 
less  the  deposit)  are  $74.88  per  person  for 
double  occupancy;  $102.96  per  person  for 
single  occupancy. 


-Persons  Churches  And  Even  ts- 


FUMC,  Many  will  have  an  ice 
cream  supper  on  July  21.  All  will  join 
together  with  ice  cream,  cake  and 
cookies  in  a  time  of  fellowship. 

Blanchard  UMC  held  vacation 
church  school  from  July  8-12.  Swim¬ 
ming  and  special  programs  were  in¬ 
cluded.  Rev.  John  Johns  is  pastor. 

Morningside  UMC,  Shreveport,  re¬ 
cently  held  a  reception  welcoming 
the  new  minister  and  wife,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Jim  Constable. 

*  *  * 

The  UMW  of  the  Gonzales  UMC 
will  sponsor  a  dinner  theatre  for  the 
upcoming  production  of  “Jesus  Christ 
Superstar,"  to  be  presented  by  the 
Gonzales  Little  Theatre.  The  play  will 
be  presented  August  7-11  at  the  Gon¬ 
zales  Recreation  Center  on  Irma 
Blvd.  For  more  information  call  the 
church  at  (504)  644-4678.  Rev.  Richard 
R.  Meek  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

DeQuincy  UMC  held  Vacation  Bi¬ 
ble  School  July  15-19.  The  theme  was 
“The  Bible  Helps  Us  Live  Together.” 
Activities  included  were:  chapeltime, 
lessons,  music,  crafts  and  refresh¬ 
ments.  Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend  is 
pastor. 

•  #  * 

St.  Bernard,  UMC,  Chalmette,  will 
sponsor  a  rummage  sale  on  July  27. 

FUMC,  Sicily  Island  will  welcome 
Rev.  Doug  McGuire  as  special  guest 
minister  on  July  28.  The  pastor  is 
Rev.  William  H.  Willis. 

•  •  * 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC,  Buc¬ 
kie,  will  offer  a  survey  of  the  Bible 
called  "Trinity  Bible  Studies,"  the 
week  of  September  9.  This  survey  is  a 
10  week  period  devoted  to  a  study  of 
the  Old  Testament.  Rev.  Larry  O'Dell 
is  pastor. 

•  •  » 

FUMC,  Gueydan  is  studying  about 
Fruits  of  the  Spirit  during  Sunday 
Night  Bible  Studies.  The  Tuesday 


night  group  is  studying  the  book  of 
Isaiah.  The  Wednesday  group  is 
studying  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 
Rev.  Joe  Rountree  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Shreveport,  sponsored  a 
“Single  or  Single  Again”  program  on 
July  2.  Mr.  John  Lowe  led  the  session. 
Dr.  John  Fellers  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Trinity/MacArthur  UMC  Alexan¬ 
dria,  held  a  men’s  fellowship  on  July 
9th  and  will  hold  a  Men’s  Supper  on 
July  23.  Rev.  James  W.  Jones  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  • 

Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport,  had 
a  July  14  dinner  following  the  morning 
worship  service.  They  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  an  inter-church  softball 
game.  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs  is 
pastor. 

Centenary  and  Fisher  UMC’s 
Franklinton,  celebrated  the  Fifth 
Sunday  in  June  with  a  talent  show 
and  covered  dish  supper. 

*  *  • 

The  Napoleon  Avenue  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  is  collecting  food  for  the 
needy.  Members  are  donating  nonper¬ 
ishable  food  items  in  the  food  basket 
in  the  church  foyer.  Rev.  Melvin  J. 
Turnage  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Monroe,  celebrat¬ 
ed  Homecoming  on  July  14.  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  25  year  old  church.  Rev. 
Ray  Holt  is  pastor. 


Rev.  George  Harbuck  was  special 
guest  minister  at  FUMC,  Mansfield 
on  July  14.  The  pastor  is  Dr.  C.  Gerald 
Richardson. 

*  •  * 

“Four  Great  Nights”  of  worship 
were  sponsored  by  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict,  July  15-18  at  Memorial  UMC. 
Monroe,  and  McGuire  UMC,  West 
Monroe. 


United  Methodists  To  Create 
New  Theological  Statement 


The  1984  General  Conference  ordered 
the  establishment  of  a  Committee  on 
Our  Theological  Task.  Its  job  is  simply 
to,  “prepare  a  new  statement  that  will 
reflect  the  needs  of  the  church,  define 
the  scope  of  our  Wesleyan  tradition  in 
the  context  of  our  contemporary  world" 
and  report  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Responding  to  this  action,  a  25-mem¬ 
ber  study  committee  began  the  task  of 
preparing  a  new  statement.  Bishop  Earl 
G.  Hunt,  Jr.  is  the  chairperson  of  this 
committee  and  has  asked  for  the  help  of 
all  United  Methodists  in  responding  to 
this  mandate  of  the  General  Conference. 
TH*1  /•nmpiittpp  is  presently  engaged  in 


the  important  process  of  gathering  input 
throughout  the  entire  church  as  back¬ 
ground  and  resource  material  for  this 
study. 

The  nine  District  Superintendents  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  have  been 
asked  to  gather  together  some  of  the 
leadership  of  their  districts,  both  clergy 
and  lay,  for  the  purpose  of  responding  to 
this  request  of  the  General  Church.  In 
addition  to  this,  all  Methodists  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  are  invited  to  participate  in  this  pro¬ 
ject.  To  share  their  thinking,  individuals 
should  study  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
paragraphs  67  through  69,  found  on 
pages  40  through  85  of  the  1984  Book  of 


Discipline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Congregations  may  choose  to  or¬ 
ganize  study  groups  to  discuss  this  sec¬ 
tion  and  to  summarize  in  writing  both 
group  and  individual  reflections  on  the 
Disciplinary  paragraphs.  This  study 
should  be  a  good  exercise  for  church 
school  classes,  for  fellowship  groups  and 
specially  organized  study  groups  that 
are  interested  in  responding  to  this  need. 
All  summaries  need  to  be  in  by  October 
1st  and  should  be  sent  to  the  “Committee 
on  Our  Theological  Task,”  c/o  The  Rev. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship,  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202- 
0840. 

Upon  receiving  various  responses  and 


recommendations  from  United  Method¬ 
ists,  the  committee  will  consider  the  re¬ 
sponses  at  its  next  meeting  in  early 
November.  After  studying  the  responses 
from  pastors  and  lay  persons,  and  carry¬ 
ing  out  other  investigations,  committee 
members  will  begin  to  draft  a  new  state¬ 
ment  of  the  current  basic  United  Meth¬ 
odist  theology  to  present  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

Now  is  the  time  and  the  opportunity 
for  every  United  Methodist  pastor  and 
lay  person  in  Louisiana  to  participate  in 
this  exciting  and  creative  task  of  devel¬ 
oping  a  new  statement  on  "Our  Theologi¬ 
cal  Task.” 


Luling  UMC  Youth  Improve  Texas  School 


Ten  youth  and  two  adults  departed 
Luling  UMC,  New  Orleans  on  Sunday, 
June  16,  and  headed  for  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  in  El  Paso,  Texas.  Twelve  per¬ 
sons  joined  with  twelve  different  sets  of 
goals,  expectations,  capabilities,  and 
anxieties.  Six  days  later,  this  very  spe¬ 
cial  group,  exhilarated  and  exhausted, 
strengthened  individually  and  became 
spiritually  and  culturally  enriched. 

What  happened?  The  “Teen  Team” 
shared  a  week  of  work  . . .  scraping, 
sanding,  painting,  typing.  This  became  a 
week  of  discovery;  a  different  culture, 
Carlsbad  Caverns,  each  other’s  personal¬ 
ity  and  new  dimensions  of  their  own  . . . 
which  became  a  week  of  growth  in  faith, 
thanksgiving  and  love  for  each  other.  To 
paraphrase  several  youth,  it  became, 
“the  best  week  I've  ever  spent.” 

Samuel  Martinez  II,  Director  of  De¬ 
velopment  at  Lydia  Patterson  Institute, 
commented  on  the  successful  group  say¬ 
ing,  “I’ve  worked  with  work  camp 
groups  for  over  a  year  and  this  has  to  be 
the  best  group  we've  ever  had.  They 
were  a  young  group  of  kids  who  got  us 
back  on  track  ...  the  whole  state  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  should  be  proud  of  them.”  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  is  a  junior  and  senior 
high  school  serving  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  as  a  college  preparatory  school. 
It  is  the  only  United  Methodist  predomi¬ 
nantly  Hispanic  educational  institution 
remaining  in  the  United  States. 


How  did  it  happen?  Luling  UMC  want¬ 
ed  a  summer  youth  trip  with  substance; 
Lydia  Patterson  wanted  groups  from 
across  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  to 
come  and  help.  They  estimate  that  a 
group  of  10  can  save  them  $1500  per 
week  in  labor  costs.  The  Luling  youth 
raised  money  for  transportation  and 
food;  Lydia  Patterson  provided  room 
and  two  meals  a  day.  They  resolved  to 
“work  to  go"  and  “go  to  work.” 

The  result .  .  Luling  UMC  youth  jour¬ 
neyed  west  and  blessed  others  with  their 
labor.  The  preparation  and  participation 
seemed  to  blend  into  one.  Somehow, 
cleaning  houses  and  washing  cars  in  Lul¬ 
ing;  and  scraping  lockers  and  painting 
ceilings  in  El  Paso  together  aimed  the 
group  to  the  same  surprising  realization: 
"We  are  most  fulfilled  when  we  give  our¬ 
selves  to  each  other  and  the  world  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.” 

Of  course,  no  trip  should  be  all  work 
and  no  play.  The  Luling  youth  group  had 
the  opportunity  to  ride  on  a  tramway  to 
the  top  of  Ranger  Peak  to  watch  the  sun 
set.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso, 
Jaurez,  Hueco  Tanks,  Carlsbad,  and 
White  Sands  all  left  their  mark  on  the 
Luling  group.  Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  pastor 
of  Luling  UMC,  gave  all  the  glory  to 
God,  “Perhaps  by  the  grace  of  God,  who 
seemed  to  be  with  us  always  for  guid¬ 
ance.  for  comfort,  and  for  strength,  we 
have  left  our  mark,  indeed  His  mark,  on 
them." 


Luling  youth  doing  paper  work  and  typing. 


Church  Secretaries  Workshop 
To  Be  Held 


Eddie,  Steven  and  David  were  given  the  task  of  painting. 

Centenary  Annual  Awards  Banquet 

ert  Ed  Taylor  began  his  25th  vear  a  mpmhpr  nf  th#»  rpntpnam  Rmr/ 
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Why  do  volunteers  volunteer?  What 
are  some  good  ways  to  recruit  and  nur¬ 
ture  volunteers?  Your  church  newsletter 
—  is  it  a  burden  or  a  joy  to  prepare? 
How  can  the  newsletter  be  improved  and 
produced  more  efficiently? 

These  and  many  other  questions  will 
be  addressed  at  the  September  24th 
“Volunteers  and  Communication:  Church 
Secretary  Workshop."  The  one-day  event 
will  be  at  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
from  9:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Participants  will  gain  practical 
“hands-on"  experience  for  tackling  two 
vital  aspects  of  their  church’s  life:  keep¬ 
ing  volunteers  active  as  part  of  the 
ministry  team  and  improving  com¬ 
munications  through  a  more  effec¬ 
tive  newsletter.  Discovering  how  to  or¬ 
ganize,  recruit,  motivate  and  nurture 
church  volunteers  will  be  discussed  in 
the  morning.  Participants  will  analyze 
their  church  newsletter  and  practice 
styling  and  writing  techniques  and  pro¬ 
duction  methods  in  the  afternoon. 


Beverly  Robberson  will  lead  the  work¬ 
shop.  Robberson  is  national  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  co-organizer  of  the 
Professional  Association  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Secretaries.  She  served  as 
church  secretary  for  11  years  and  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  director  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Council  of  Ministries. 

People  who  might  be  interested  in  at¬ 
tending  this  workshop  include  church 
secretaries,  clerk-typists,  receptionists, 
administrative  assistants  to  the  pastor, 
and  others  involved  with  volunteers  and 
communications  in  the  local  church. 

Pre-registration  fee.  which  includes 
leadership,  materials,  lunch  and  breaks 
is  $30  per  person.  Registration  the  day  of 
the  workshop  is  $35  per  person.  The 
workshop  is  a  professional  development 
event  sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Educa¬ 
tional  Services  and  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries.  Secretaries  . . .  mark 
this  date  on  your  calendars  and  make 
plans  to  attend!!! 


Robert  Ed  Taylor  began  his  25th  year 
as  chaplain  of  Centenary  College  last 
month,  and  was  honored  for  this  distinc¬ 
tion  at  the  Alumni  Association’s  annual 
Awards  Banquet  held  recently.  A  plaque 
was  presented  to  the  1952  graduate  dur¬ 
ing  the  surprise  announcement. 

At  the  same  banquet,  Mrs.  Virginia 
Laskey,  a  longtime  member  of  Centena¬ 
ry's  Board  of  Trustees,  was  named  Hon¬ 
orary  Alumna.  The  award  was  presented 
by  her  good  friend.  Virginia  Shehee,  also 


a  member  of  the  Centenary  Board. 

Sam  Grayson  was  awarded  the  Alum¬ 
ni  Association’s  Hall  of  Fame  award 
which  was  presented  by  a  former  recipi 
ent,  Charles  Ellis  Brown.  The  Hall  oi 
Fame  Award  is  the  highest  award  ar 
alumnus  can  earn. 

The  Awards  Banquet  was  part  of  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  Alumni  Weekend,  which  drew 
hundreds  of  alumni  from  around  the 
world  back  to  the  Shreveport  campus. 
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Court  ruling  has  dire  implications 


A  flurry  of  recent  Supreme  Court  rul¬ 
ings  have  largely  reinforced  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  church-state  separation. 

Those  decisions  overshadowed  a  relat¬ 
ed  lower  court  ruling  during  a  June  pre¬ 
trial  hearing  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  for  12 
people,  including  two  United  Methodists, 
indicted  for  giving  sanctuary  to  Central 
Americans  (see  UMR,  July  12). 

A  federal  district  court  judge  ruled 
that  information  gained  by  government 
infiltrators  of  a  church-sponsored  activi¬ 
ty  could  be  used  as  evidence  against 
those  Christians  who  were  acting  out 
their  faith  convictions. 

But  the  Rev.  J.  Phillip  Wogaman,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Christian  social  ethics  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington,  disagrees  with 
that  ruling. 

If  even  “one  item"  gained  by  secret  in¬ 
filtration  is  admitted  as  evidence,  Dr. 
Wogaman  said,  “the  churches  of  America 
will  be  on  notice  that  they  now  confront  a 
new,  unseen  danger  to  their  liberties  ...” 

We  support  Dr.  Wogaman’s  stance  on 
both  traditional  and  theological  grounds. 

Dr.  Wogaman  correctly  points  out  that 
U.S.  church  activities  are  as  public  as 
they  are  because  churches  traditionally 
have  felt  secure  in  the  Constitution’s  pro¬ 
tection  of  religious  “free  exercise.” 

Because  of  that  protection,  U.  S. 
church  members  have  experienced  an 
unparalleled  and  mutually  beneficial 
freedom  to  criticize  and  peacefully  re¬ 
sist  government  policies  they  believe  are 
inconsistent  with  God’s  will. 

Ironically,  the  public  nature  of  most 
church  activities— including  efforts  to 
provide  sanctuary— makes  spying  large¬ 
ly  unnecessary.  But  the  possibility  that 
spies  may  be  present  could  have  a  sti¬ 
fling  impact  on  Christians  aa»h#»r*vi  tn 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


discuss  how  to  live  their  faith  in  light  of 
various  social  issues. 

Consequently,  as  Dr.  Wogaman  points 
out,  some  church  groups,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  might  even  consider  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  “go  underground”  to  survive. 
Should  that  occur,  both  the  church  and 
state  would  be  losers.  Such  groups  would 
be  hindered  in  providing  a  public  witness 
to  the  Gospel,  and  the  state  would  be  de¬ 
prived  of  a  needed  public  critic. 

From  a  theological  standpoint,  accep¬ 
tance  of  evidence  gained  by  spies  is  simi¬ 
larly  disturbing. 

For  one  thing,  people  who  falsely  pose 
as  Christians— including  sharing  their 
“testimonies"  and  taking  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion— to  gain  the  trust  of  committed 
Christians  are  guilty  of  a  repulsive  de¬ 
ception.  The  credibility  of  such  people  in 
a  court  of  law  is  highly  dubious.  One  also 
could  wonder  how  such  deceptive  liber¬ 
ties  taken  with  holy  practices  might  fare 
under  divine  judgment. 

For  another  thing,  acceptance  of  evi¬ 
dence  so  gained  would  wrongly  imply 
that  church  and  state  are  primarily  ad¬ 
versaries.  That  view  contradicts  a  scrip¬ 
tural  understanding  of  both  as  created 
by  God  to  cooperate  in  building  God’s 
Kingdom.  The  dispute  over  sanctuary 
for  Central  American  refugees— or  any 
conflict  over  basic  values— does  not  can¬ 
cel  that  cooperative  vision. 

That  vision  can  become  reality,  how¬ 
ever,  only  when  both  church  and  state  offi¬ 
cials  are  open  and  aboveboard  with  each 
other  in  a  common  quest  for  human  justice. 

As  Christians,  we  should  express  our 
profound  displeasure  with  the  Arizona 
court’s  ruling  and  our  alarm  at  its  dire 
implications.  We  also  should  actively 
voice  our  hope  that  a  higher  court  will 
overturn  that  ruling  for  the  common  good. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


God  loves  us 
just  as  we  are 
buttoomudv 
to  leave  us 
that  way/' 


Here  I  Stand, 
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Resolutions  can  make  difference 
by  announcing  vision  of  God’s  will 


By  JAMES  A.  SIMPSON 
Each  year  at  annual  conference,  we 
United  Methodists  debate  and  pass  reso¬ 
lutions  on  a  variety  of  issues. 

I  am  often  frustrated  by  this  process. 
Our  statements  are  seldom  sufficiently 
pragmatic  to  make  much  difference. 

I  am  one  of  those  local  church  popu¬ 
lists  who  want  the  church’s  programs 
and  resolutions  to  be  functional  at  the 
grass-roots  level.  Sometimes  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think:  If  it  won’t  make  a  differ¬ 
ence,  why  make  the  statement? 

Since  annual  conference,  I’ve  been 
examining  my  attitude  on  resolutions.  I 
believe  I  have  forgotten  the  most  impor- 

My  Witness 


tant  function:  proclamation.  Our  resolu¬ 
tions  might  be  better  named  “announce¬ 
ments.” 

The  church  is  in  the  business  of  pro¬ 
claiming  God’s  Word.  We  tend  to  confuse 
our  puny  programs  with  the  power  of  the 
Spirit. 

While  it  is  vital  that  we  pragmatically 
respond  to  issues  in  every  facet  of  life,  it 
is  just  as  important  to  remember  that 
God  is  the  One  who  acts  in  and  through 
events  of  history. 

In  that  light,  our  resolutions  announce 
several  things.  First,  they  announce  that 
a  situation  is  wrong  or  unacceptable  to 
God.  Like  Moses  going  to  Pharaoh,  they 


make  a 
heard. 


statement  that  needs  to  be 


German  Methodists  show  Christ’s  love 


By  CHERYL  RHODES 

The  front  of  the  bulletin  shows  the 
symbol  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  cross  and  flame,  superimposed  upon 
the  symbol  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  West  Germany,  the  broken 
world  united  by  the  cross. 

The  explanation  on  the  back  states 
that  they  are  superimposed  to  show  that 
we  are  the  same  church,  organizational¬ 
ly  as  well  as  in  ministry.  And  we  are! 

Last  year,  I  was  appointed  by  Bishop 
Robert  Blackburn  of  the  Virginia  confer¬ 
ence  to  begin  services  for  the  first 
English-speaking  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  in  West  Germany. 

My  appointment  was  totally  an  act  of 
faith.  No  one  knew  if  such  services  would 
be  needed.  We  were  an  experiment. 

But  on  Pentecost  Sunday  we  celebrat¬ 
ed  our  first  year  as  a  congregation.  It 


was  an  exciting  time  as  the  Gospel  was 
read  in  as  many  lan¬ 
guages  as  are  repre¬ 
sented  by  our | 
international  congre-  J 
gation— seven.  They  I 
were  read  at  the | 
same  time,  re-enact¬ 
ing  the  first  Pente-| 
cost  and  the  great! 
love  of  God  that  Cheryl  Rhodes 
reaches  out  to  us  no  matter  where  we 
come  from  in  the  world. 

In  Munich,  West  Germany,  we  have 
been  able  to  live  the  connectionalism  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  It  has  been 
exciting  and  enriching  for  both  the  En¬ 
glish-speaking  and  German  congrega¬ 
tions. 

We  have  made  no  attempt  to  develop 
as  a  separate  church  that  only  uses  the 


Peace  ribbons  could  give  the  wrong  idea_ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  all  those  women  who  are 
making  the  peace  ribbons  are  sincere  in 
their  efforts  and  should  be  encouraged 
by  all  Christians  (see  UMR,  June  28). 

Yet,  as  our  senior  Sunday-school 
teacher  explains,  it  would  mean  more  to 
the  world  ii  these  banners  were  to  encir¬ 
cle  the  United  Nations  building  or  Rus¬ 
sian  Embassy  than  our  Pentagon’s  mall 
and  west  side  of  the  Capitol.  That  im¬ 
plies  we  Americans  are  responsible 
more  than  other  nations. 

John  E.  Mears 
Centreville,  Maryland 

You  are  absolutely  correct 

To  the  Editor. 

In  reply  to  the  June  28  editorial  head¬ 
lined,  "Karen  Quinlan:  A  tragic  impe¬ 
tus,”  we  are  very  cognizant  of  the  plight 
of  Karen,  her  parents  and  all  those  who 
similarly  suffer. 

You  are  absolutely  correct  when  you 
say,  “In  the  end,  it  is  not  our  ‘answers’  to 
those  problems  (must  we  always  have 
‘answers?’)  that  are  most  needed,  but  a 
‘willingness  to  hear  all  things,  believe  all 
things  and  endure  all  things  with  those 
who  suffer.’  "  That  is  essential. 

When  the  television  furor  was  greatest 
regarding  the  question,  “When  is  it  mor¬ 
ally  acceptable— if  it  ever  is— to  remove 
a  person  from  a  life  support  system,  in¬ 
cluding  a  respirator  and  a  kidney  dialy¬ 
sis  machine,”  our  19-year-old  Ann’s 
survival  seemed  assured. 

Ann  had  been  badly  hurt  in  an  auto  ac¬ 
cident  that  damaged  the  muscle-control 
center  of  her  brain. 

Ann  required  brain  surgery  on  two 
nights  because  of  blood  clots.  She  was  in 
a  coma  for  eight  weeks.  We  learned  how 
easy  some  people  tend  to  throw  in  the 
sponge.  But  this  was  our  Ann,  beautiful, 
talented,  helpless,  and  we  loved  her  so. 

“No  hope”  and  “impossible”  were  words 
we  deleted  from  our  vocabulary.  When  the 
heart  and  God  speak,  you  listen. 

When  Ann’s  recovery  seemed  assured, 
she  became  very  much  a  champion  of  Ka- 
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ren’s,  letting  us  know  the  life-support  sys¬ 
tem  was  a  must.  We  felt  we  knew  then 
that  Ann  felt  life  could  still  be  precious. 

We  lived  as  normally  as  possible  with 
the  help  of  a  lift  and  wheel  chair.  We 
traveled  some,  went  to  the  rodeos,  to 
church  on  Sundays,  anywhere  we  could. 

I’m  not  minimizing  the  hell  we  lived 
through  at  times.  The  greatest  hell  was 
the  awareness  that  there  was  no  real 
help  available  for  a  good,  talented  and 
beautiful  young  woman. 

Our  loss  was  heaven’s  gain  when  after 
17  years,  paralysis  suddenly  overcame 
Ann's  body.  If  ever  I’ve  been  sure  of  any¬ 
thing,  it  is  that  there  has  to  be  a  better 
world,  that  heaven  is  available  and  that 
the  price  is  not  too  high. 

Gwen  Norton 
St.  James,  Missouri 
Legal  drugs  aren’t  answer 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  article  “UM  pastor 
to  campaign  for  legalization  of  drugs” 
(see  UMR,  June  7),  I  would  like  to  ex¬ 
press  my  disagreement  with  the  position 
taken  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Gunn. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  legalization  of 
drugs  is  in  any  way  consistent  with  Chris¬ 
tian  ideals  nor  do  I  believe  positions  like 
Mr.  Gunn’s  are  consistent  with  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  the  ordained  ministry. 

First,  it  seems  to  me  that  he  is  over¬ 
looking  what  must  be  the  greatest  tragedy 
of  the  drug  problem— that  of  the  affect 
drugs  have  upon  the  mind,  body  and  soul 
of  the  user.  Making  drugs  easier  to  obtain 
through  legalization  and  lower  costs  would 
only  compound  the  real  problem. . 

Second,  the  “vigorous  education  pro¬ 
grams  in  schools  and  the  media  about 
‘the  evils’  of  narcotics”  proposed  by  Mr. 
Gunn  would  fall  far  short  of  their  desired 
effectiveness. 

Third,  to  think  that  legalizing  drugs 
would  “take  narcotics  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  underworld”  is  ridiculous. 

At  best  Mr.  Gunn’s  approach  appears 
to  be  motivated  by  a  humanistic  con¬ 
cern,  but  such  motivation  as  I  view  it  is 
not  consistent  true  Christian  concern. 

John  A.  Burnham 
Waldorf.  Maryland 

Silence  is  deafening 

To  the  Editor: 

Someone  from  the  Heifer  Project  once 
came  to  speak  at  our  church  and  joked 
that  every  woman  she  had  seen  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  Central  American  country  was 
pregnant. 

But,  of  course.  Heifer  Project  provides 
only  food  aid. 

I  have  been  skeptical  of  all  food  assis¬ 
tance  projects  ever  since. 

I  think  the  problem  of  population  con¬ 
trol  in  the  Third  World  is  one  that  needs 
more  discussion  as  long  as  we  are  also 
involved  in  food  aid,  famine  relief,  im¬ 
munizations,  medical  aid,  literacy,  etc. 

That  is  a  special  niche  for  Protestant 
churches  since  we  cannot  wait  for  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  to  take  the  lead! 

The  silence  on  this  issue  is  quite  deaf¬ 
ening. 

For  example.  I  know  of  no  special 
funds  where  I  can  contribute  money  to 
purchase  contraceptives  for  people  who 
cannot  afford  them. 

I  no  longer  contribute  to  any  hunger  or 
famine  relief  funds,  but  I  would  contrib¬ 
ute  gladly  to  a  contraception  fund. 

Margaret  Lirones 
Davis.  California 

Poverty  lamented 

To  the  Editor: 

For  the  past  few  years,  there  seems  to 
be  an  almost  constant  struggle  afoot 
about  toxic  waste  dumps  and  the  terror 
of  those  chemicals. 

Yet,  through  that  same  period,  we  of 
the  Christian  faith  seem  unable  or  un¬ 
willing  to  confront  the  greatest  “toxic 
waste  dumps”  or  our  time— the  ghetto 
and  slum. 

The  poison  there  is  debilitation.  It  is  a 
slow  and  steady  process  that  poisons  a 
mind.  By  the  time  a  person  reaches 
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his/her  teen  years,  the  damage  is  very 
nearly  irreversible. 

Debilitation  is  the  poison  of  hopeless¬ 
ness  and  the  constant  message  that  no 
matter  what  you  try,  you  will  fail. 

So  folks  who  generally  mean  well, 
write  and  complain  that  poverty  people 
could  do  more  about  cleaning  up  their 
property  or  stop  spending  on  drugs  and 
alcohol.  These  folk  should  eat  good 
healthy  non-fattening  foods,  etc. 

When  will  we  ever  learn  that  long  be¬ 
fore  the  property  was  “trashed,”  the 
mind  was  destroyed  by  hopelessness0 
When  will  we  ever  learn  that  long  before 
these  folk  began  to  abuse  chemicals, 
their  minds  were  abused  by  the  daily  re¬ 
minder  of  the  hopelessness  of  their  life? 

It  is  so  easy  to  sit  in  my  comfortable, 
middle-c4ss  home,  secure  in  my  middle- 
class  work  ethic,  trained  into  me  from 
early  years,  and  judge  the  people  of  pov¬ 
erty  with  my  own  standards. 

In  times  of  “neo-selfishness,”  another 
way  of  viewing  the  trend  of  mega  bombs 
and  no-help  programs,  it  is  hard  to  be  a 
caring  Christian.  Too  often  we  are  ac¬ 
cused  of  being  "pink”  or  another  epithet, 
“liberationists.” 

Yet  I  have  this  strange  feeling  that  Je¬ 
sus  was  called  a  few  names,  too,  and  it  is 
probably  almost  a  certainly  that  the 
Pharisees  of  His  day  called  Him  "too  lib¬ 
eral”  on  things  like  Sabbath  laws  and 
dealing  with  the  lepers. 

Maybe  being  called  names  by  those 
who  claim  to  represent  the  “true  faith” 
is  not  all  that  bad  a  thing  to  happen  to  a 
person  who  seeks  to  follow  Jesus,  not 
conservative  politics. 

David  E.  Maly 
Loudonville,  Ohio 

How  disgusting 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  June  21  arti¬ 
cle  headlined  "Appointments  put  1984 
gay’  decision  to  test." 

How  disgusting  for  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister  to  be  shown  holding 
hands  with  another  male  partner.  The 
whole  article,  Bishops  Roy  Sano  and 
Jack  Tuell  and  the  baldface  disregard 
for  the  Lord’s  commands  make  me 
ashamed  to  be  a  United  Methodist. 

All  true  Christians  know  what  Leviti¬ 
cus  18:22,  Romans  1:26-27  and  I  Corinthi¬ 
ans  6:9  say  on  the  subject  of 
homosexuality.  God  made  Adam.  God 
made  a  mate  for  Adam.  Was  it  another 
male?  No!  It  was  a  woman. 

I  do  not  hate  homosexuals.  I  pray  to 
our  merciful  God  that  all  homosexuals 
turn  away  from  this  degrading  sin  and 
seek  his  forgiveness. 

I  also  most  earnestly  pray  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  shake  off 
the  hold  Satan  seems  to  have  on  it. 

I  pray  that  the  so-called  leaders  of  our 
church  come  to  their  senses  before  it’s  too 
late  and  droves  of  God-fearing  people 
leave  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  look 
for  a  more  Spirit-filled  denomination. 

Margaret  L.  Meister 
San  Diego,  California 
Church  should  be  model 
To  the  Editor: 

So  the  fight  over  whether  a  self- 
avowed  homosexual  can  have  an  ap¬ 


pointment  continues  (see  UMR,  June  21). 

I  wonder  when  we  are  going  to  stop 
making  judgments  on  each  other  and  get 
on  with  behaving  as  those  who  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ. 

How  we  Christians  model  ourselves  to 
the  world  is  the  real  question  for  me. 
What  is  at  stake  is  the  Gospel,  nothing 
less  than  the  Gospel  that  alone  can  liber¬ 
ate  and  clear  and  reconcile. 

If  the  church  isn’t  going  to  model  to 
the  world  what  it  is  like  for  the  people  of 
God  to  live  together  as  brothers  and  sis- 
ters,  who  is?  Bruce  C.  Hazelwood 

Springfield,  Pennsylvania 

Time  to  take  stand 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  watching  with  interest  the 
trial  in  Portland  involving  the  Church  of 
Scientology. 

I  have  thought  that  this  “International 
Crusade  for  Religious  Freedom"  that 
has  drawn  religious  leaders  from  all 
over  the  world  would  really  be  some¬ 
thing  to  watch  as  it  was  an  assault  on  re- 
ligious  freedom  and  the  First 
Amendment. 

Today  I  saw  the  editorial  page  cartoon 
about  not  taking  a  stand  in  the  big  issues 
of  life  (see  UMR,  June  7).  I  feel  that  I 
and  all  United  Methodists  should  take  a 
stand  concerning  this  big  issue. 

If  the  courts  of  the  United  States— 
which  are  supposed  to  be  fair— can  drag 
a  Baptist  minister  out  of  his  church- 
sponsored  school  and  incarcerate  him 
for  157  days  and  can  have  jurisdiction  in 
dealing  with  the  ideology  and  philosophy 
of  a  particular  religion  and  then  award 
$39  million  to  a  woman  who  had  been 
kidnapped  and  deprogrammed,  who 
knows  when  the  United  Methodist 
Church  might  be  next. 

The  court  that  was  allowed  to  make  a 
decision  in  the  case  involving  the  Church 
of  Scientology  sets  a  dangerous  prece¬ 
dent  for  people  of  all  faiths.  A  panel  of 
12  people  was  allowed  to  judge  this  set 
of  religious  beliefs  and  practices.  That  is 
no  different  from  having  a  panel  of  Jews 
called  to  evaluate  the  religious  basis  for 
Christianity  or  vice  versa. 

It’s  time  for  us  to  take  a  stand  for  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  with  the  many  other  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  of  the  world  who  have  gone 
to  Portland  to  support  the  Scientologists. 

Kathy  Brod 
Plano,  Texas 

Now  where’s  the  problem? 

To  the  Editor: 

Our  United  Methodist  ministers  are 
"preaching  their  hearts  out”  and  “giving 
their  lives”  to  help  win  people  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  His  Kingdom. 

Our  church  members  work  diligently, 
mostly  volunteer  service,  to  carry  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  the  ends  of  the  world,  throughout 
our  nation  and  to  our  local  communities. 

And,  periodically  as  if  it  were  being 
planned  thus,  our  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  get  up  and  make  some  asinine  pro¬ 
nouncements.  Then  100,000  more  United 
Methodists  drop  out'of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Now  where  would  you  say  the  problem 
lies?  Alice  Wilken 

Loveland,  Colorado 


German  church’s  facilities.  We  are 
merely  their  11:30  a.m.  service  that  uses 
the  English  language. 

As  a  result,  we  have  developed  no  sepa¬ 
rate  roll  of  members.  The  American  baby 
born  in  January  has  her  name  on  a  cradle 
roll  that  is  posted  with  all  of  the  German 
babies  born  into  the  congregation. 

We  held  a  joint,  bilingual  service  in 
January  with  hymns  sung  in  English  and 
German  and  both  pastors  preaching. 

On  Easter  morning  we  arrived  to  find 
that  the  German  congregation  had  pre¬ 
pared  our  breakfast.  We  have  invited 
them  to  join  us  in  a  potluck  luncheon  for 
our  year  celebration.  Each  Sunday,  our 
lives  are  enriched  as  we  meet  and  shake 
hands  between  the  two  services. 

‘We  have  seen  Jesus’ 

To  describe  the  relationship,  I  use  the 
text  from  the  front  of  our  bulletin:  “We 
would  see  Jesus!”  It  was  the  text  from 
the  first  sermon,  expressing  the  need  of 
the  world  to  see  Jesus  Christ  as  he  lives 
through  the  Holy  Spirit  within  each  of  his 
disciples  today. 

We  have  seen  Jesus!  He  is  alive  at 
Friedenskirche  and  the  German  congre¬ 
gation  has  extended  His  love  to  us. 

I  sometimes  think  that  John  Wesley 
prophetically  had  the  German  Method¬ 
ists  in  mind  when  he  wrote  of  warm 
hearts,  outstretched  hands,  trained 
minds  and  disciplined  lives. 

The  English-speaking  congregation 
has  experienced  the  United  Methodist 
connectionalism  in  another  way  as  we 
have  reached  out  in  mission  to  Method¬ 
ists  from  the  Eastern  Bloc  nations.  We 
have  shared  their  joys  in  the  Gospel  and 
their  sorrow  at  the  limitations  imposed 
upon  them  to  spread  that  Gospel. 

Connectionalism  shows  strength 

Their  dedication  and  witness  have  not 
only  enriched  me  personally  but  have 
served  as  yet  another  example  of  how 
much  our  strength  as  a  denomination 
comes  from  our  connectional  structure. 

Once  again  we  have  crossed  political, 
national  and  cultural  barriers  in  our  love 
for  Christ. 

I  will  be  returning  to  America  next 
year,  and  there  will  be  sorrow  at  the  loss 
I  will  feel  in  leaving. 

But  there  will  also  be  great  joy  in  my 
heart  for  the  experience  God  has  given 
me  in  this  opportunity  to  serve  Christ  by 
serving  this  English-speaking  congrega¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Germany. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Cheryl  Rhodes,  is  the  pastor  of  the  Frie¬ 
denskirche  English  speaking  Congrega¬ 
tion,  Munich.  West  Germany  (West 
German  Central  Conference). 


Faith  witnesses  to  power 

Our  biblical  faith  is  a  witness  to  the 
power  of  God’s  Word.  A  resolution  an¬ 
nounces  God’s  (and  our)  anger,  grief  and 
dismay. 

We  often  are  not  aware  of  or  sensitive 
to  the  grim  realities  in  our  midst.  We 
easily  deny  the  discrimination  and  op¬ 
pression  around  us.  We  can’t  imagine  the 
extent  of  starvation  and  devastation  in 
the  sub-Sahara  or  urban  ghettos  of  the 
world. 

Our  resolutions  articulate  God’s  Word 
about  such  conditions. 

The  Word  has  power  to  transform  by 
cracking  the  walls  of  a  consciousness 
that  denies  reality.  As  Walter  Bruegge- 
mann  writes: 

“The  riddle  and  insight  of  biblical 
faith  is  the  awareness  that  only  anguish 
leads  to  life,  only  grieving  leads  to  joy 
and  only  embraced  endings  permit  new 
beginnings.” 

Second,  a  resolution  announces  that 
God  is  involved  in  an  issue  and  that  God 
is  acting  to  resolve  the  injustice. 

Pharaoh  laughed  at  Moses  until  that 
series  of  plagues.  Pilate  and  the  Sanhe¬ 
drin  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  until  the 
morning  of  the  third  day. 

Our  resolutions  give  public  expression 
to  our  faith  and  hope  that  God's  will 
shall  be  done.  We  are  people  of  the 
promise.  We  are  people  of  the  covenant. 

Our  resolutions  announce  our  faith 
and  hope  in  the  promises  of  God.  They 
announce  that  God  is  already  acting  to 
resolve  the  issues. 

Finally,  our  resolutions  announce  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  what  God  intends. 

Our  calls  for  action  are  made  with 
concrete  images.  We  want  family  farm¬ 
ers  to  continue  their  stewardship  of  the 
land.  We  want  a  church  whose  programs 
and  ministries  are  genuinely  inclusive. 
We  want  the  fascist  regime  of  South  Af¬ 
rica  to  stop  the  oppression  of  black  peo¬ 
ple,  and  we  want  American  business  to 
divest  until  apartheid  is  ended. 

Calls  articulate  vision 

Whether  or  not  such  calls  for  action 
are  immediately  feasible,  they  articu¬ 
late  a  vision  of  God's  will  for  the  world. 
Walter  Brueggemann  again: 

"The  hope  that  must  be  spoken  is  root¬ 
ed  in  the  assurance  that  God  does  not 
quit  even  when  the  evidence  warrants 
his  quitting.” 

Our  resolutions  announce  a  vision  of 
God’s  will  for  our  lives  and  world. 

Our  resolutions  are  announcements  of 
anger,  grief  and  dismay.  Our  resolutions 
are  announcements  that  God  is  acting  to 
resolve  these  issues.  Our  resolutions  are 
announcements  of  a  vision  of  God’s  will 
for  the  world. 

Whether  or  not  we  live  to  see  such  vi¬ 
sions  fulfilled,  the  church  is  responsible 
for  announcing  the  Good  News.  Next 
year  I  resolve  to  approach  our  debates 
and  voting  with  an  attitude  of  announc¬ 
ing  God's  Word  and  will  for  our  lives. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor.  James  A.  Simpson,  is  the 
pastor  of  Mount  Washington  United 
Methodist  Church,  Independence,  Mo. 
( Missouri  West  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Unexpected  contrast  a  reminder 
of  importance  of  our  attitude 


My  family  and  I  were  on  our  annual 
trek  to  join  friends  in  Houston  for  the  rit¬ 
ual  of  the  Texas  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Part  of  my  pleasure  on  such  a  trip  is 
to  indulge  in  one  of  my  hobbies— ham 
radio.  I  had  become  particularly  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  conversation  between  two  old¬ 
er  operators. 

My  electronic  eavesdropping  revealed 
that  both  men  had  been  forced  into  early 
retirement— one  for  health  reasons  and 
the  other  by  compa¬ 
ny  cutbacks.  Their  | 
conversation  indicat¬ 
ed  that  neither  had  I 
retired  wealthy  but] 
that  each  was  finan¬ 
cially  comfortable. 

As  the  conversa¬ 
tion  progressed,  they  I 
began  sharing  their  Dan  Louis 
bitterness  at  having  to  “sit  on  the  side¬ 
lines”  and  not  having  anything  to  do  but 
"wait  for  it  all  to  be  over  with.” 

Their  self-pity  began  to  border  on  be¬ 
ing  morbid.  As  a  result,  my  previously 
passive  attitude  changed  into  annoyance. 
My  attention,  however,  was  pulled  away 
by  traffic  congestion.  I  turned  the  vol¬ 
ume  down  on  my  two  “friends”  and  gave 
full  attention  to  the  situation  ahead. 

Traffic  was  being  hampered  by  a 
large  delivery-type  truck  with  a  sign  on 
the  back.  ‘‘Support  spinal  cord  re¬ 
search,”  appealed  the  largest  lettering 
on  the  sign.  By  then  I  had  drawn  along¬ 
side  the  truck  and  could  see  that  it  was 
there  to  protect  a  biker  on  a  10-speed 
bike  just  ahead  of  it. 

“Ah,  great,”  I  thought,  "this  guy  is  rid¬ 
ing  his  bike  across  country  to  promote 
spinal  cord  research.” 

Then,  to  the  biker’s  right  I  saw  anoth¬ 
er  young  man  on  wheels.  He  looked  to  be 
in  his  late  20s.  His  tanktop  shirt  exposed 
massive  shoulders  and  a  million  dollar 
tan.  He  was  handsome!  The  perspiration 


on  his  arms  reflected  the  sun’s  bright¬ 
ness.  His  muscles  rippled  each  time  he 
thrust  forward  to  propel  the  wheels  of 
the  chair  he  was  riding.  Then  I  saw  that 
the  otherwise  magnificent  body  ended— 
about  six  inches  above  where  each  knee 
might  have  been. 

Just  that  quickly  we  were  past  the 
whole  affair. 

My  first  reaction  was  to  turn  the  vol¬ 
ume  up  and  reach  for  the  microphone  of 
my  ham  radio.  I  wanted  to  tell  my  elec¬ 
tronic  “friends”  what  I  had  just  seen.  I 
wanted  to  suggest  that  maybe  their  re¬ 
tirement  situations  weren’t  so  bad  if 
they  would  just  stop  and  think  about  the 
options. 

The  two  men  were  no  longer  on  fre¬ 
quency.  So  I  shared  with  my  family 
members,  who  had  been  stirred  from 
their  naps,  the  contrast  between  what  I 
had  just  heard  and  seen:  the  self-pity  of 
the  retirees  and  the  determination  of  the 
amputee. 

As  I  drove  down  the  road,  however,  it 
began  to  soak  in  that  it  wasn’t  the  two 
“old-timers”  I  was  annoyed  with.  It  was 
that  guy  in  the  wheelchair. 

How  dare  he  be  so  brash  as  to  remind 
each  of  us  who  saw  him  propelling  his 
wheelchair  down  the  road  that,  compar¬ 
atively  speaking,  maybe  we  aren’t  doing 
so  much  with  the  situations  in  which  we 
find  ourselves. 

That  overmuscled  hulk  and  those  two 
retired  ham  operators  made  me  realize 
that  the  situations  we  find  ourselves  in 
don’t  determine  what  we  can  contribute 
in  life. 

Rather,  it’s  the  attitude  we  bring  to 
those  situations  that  finally  determines 
what  opportunities  life  holds  for  us  at 
any  given  time.  Scripture  repeatedly  as¬ 
sures  us  that  God  will  provide  the 
strength  for  such  situations,  but  it  is  our 
responsibility  to  bring  the  life-giving  at¬ 
titude. 

-DAN  J.  LOUIS 
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7  conferences  interpret  church’s  abortion  stand 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

A  year  after  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  revised  the  United  Methodist  stand 
on  abortion,  at  least  seven  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  taken  actions  to  interpret 
that  position,  especially  the  phrase  that 
defines  when  abortion  is  justified. 

The  conferences,  for  the  most  part, 

.  went  on  record  promoting  alternatives 
to  abortion  and  discouraging  abortions 
done  as  a  matter  of  birth  control  and 
convenience. 

These  actions  reflect  the  more  restric¬ 
tive  nature  of  the  United  Methodist  So¬ 
cial  Principles’  statement  on  abortion 
adopted  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
(see  box  below). 

All  seven  conferences,  however,  en¬ 
dorsed  the  Social  Principles,  which  com- 
.monly  are  understood  to  support  the 
legal  right  of  people  to  make  their  own 
decision  about  abortion. 

And  the  Nebraska  conference  asked  a 
United  Methodist-related  hospital  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  its  policy  is  too  restric- 
.  tive  (see  story  at  right) . 

East  Ohio  most  restrictive 

The  strongest  language  came  from  the 
-  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference.  A  resolu¬ 
tion  recommended  legislation  that  would 

•  prevent  state  and/or  private  agencies  or 
institutions  from  performing  abortions 

•  simply  for  birth  control. 

"The  conference  is  moving  toward 
•judgment  against  the  abuse  of  abortion 
and  not  the  right  to  have  an  abortion," 
■•  said  the  Rev.  John  Buchanan,  conference 


Council  on  Ministries  director.  “There’s 
a  general  feeling  that  there  are  too 
many  abortions  being  performed  for 
convenience’s  sake." 

Copies  of  the  resolution  went  to  all 
state  and  congressional  representatives 
and  senators,  he  said. 

The  conference  also  strongly  urged 
church  and  health-care  agencies  to  offer 
adoption  as  an  alternative  to  women 
seeking  abortion. 

The  original  petition  said  that  no  abor¬ 
tion  should  be  performed  without  prior 
counseling  on  alternatives  to  abortion,  but 
that  was  defeated,  Mr.  Buchanan  added. 

West  Michigan  tells  alternatives 

The  West  Michigan  conference  voted 
to  compile  a  resource  booklet  for  women 
in  crisis  pregnancies  to  promote  abor¬ 
tion  alternatives. 

The  annual  conference  pledged  $500 
for  the  printing  of  "Alternatives  in  Crisis 
Pregnancies.’’ 

It  is  to  include  counseling  guidelines 
for  women  involved  in  such  pregnancies 
and  the  location  and  philosophies  of  vari¬ 
ous  services  such  as  family  counseling, 
agencies  performing  free  pregnancy 
tests,  housing  services,  classes  for  single 
parenting,  adoption  referral  organiza¬ 
tions,  medical  and  legal  services,  and 
centers  providing  on-going  counseling, 
explained  the  Rev.  Sharon  Rader,  a 
member  of  the  conference’s  staff. 

The  booklet  is  also  to  contain  selected 
scriptural  references  and  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles,  Ms.  Rader 
said. 


Discipline  contains  UM  position 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  official  United  Methodist  Church  teaching  on  abortion  is  on  Page  91  of  the 
1984  Book  of  Discipline,  the  collection  of  denominational  laws  and  social  stands. 

The  1984  General  Conference  spent  considerable  time  with  thousands  of 
petitions  from  congregations  and  individuals  who  asked  that  a  previous  state¬ 
ment,  adopted  in  1972,  speak  more  strongly  against  abortion  for  convenience. 

From  the  1972  United  Methodist  position: 

"...  In  continuity  with  past  Christian  teaching,  we  recognize  tragic  conflicts  of 
life  with  life  that  may  justify  abortion. ...  We  support  the  legal  option  of  abortion 
under  proper  medical  procedures. ...” 

The  change  in  1984  United  Methodist  position  : 

"...  In  continuity  with  past  Christian  teaching,  we  recognize  tragic  conflicts  of 
life  with  life  that  may  justify  abortion,  and  in  such  cases  support  the  legal  option 
of  abortion  under  proper  medical  procedures. ...” 


"Too  many  times  women  don’t  know  all 
the  alternatives,  and  we  hope  this  is  going 
to  bring  some  of  the  alternatives  to  mind,” 
she  said.  “We’d  like  to  think  this  booklet  is 
going  to  be  a  counseling  resource  for 
women  in  problem  pregnancies." 

The  West  Michigan  conference  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  is  to  produce  the 
booklet  next  year. 

"There  has  been  some  concern  over 
the  years  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  condones  abortion,"  Ms.  Rader 
said.  "I  think  (the  booklet)  is  a  bridge  be¬ 
tween  the  pro-life  stand  and  the  pro- 
choice  stand. 

Detroit  responds  to  ‘pro-lifers’ 

The  Detroit  conference  voted  to  en¬ 
courage  local  churches  to  study  abortion 
issues  using  church-related  information 
supplied  by  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

The  resolution,  submitted  by  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  conference  board  of  Church  and 
Society,  was  in  response  to  "a  growing  ef¬ 
fort  of  pro-lifers  to  confuse  United  Meth¬ 
odists  on  the  issue,”  said  the  Rev.  Patton 
Zimmerman,  chairman  of  the  board. 

"This  conference  and  the  church  have 
traditionally  been  pro-choice,”  Mr.  Zim¬ 
merman  said.  He  said  various  study  ma¬ 
terials  and  a  speakers  list  would  be  com¬ 
piled  to  help  churches  understand  the 
church’s  official  stand. 

North  Georgia  looks  at  roots 

A  harder  line  against  “abortion  abuse” 
was  taken  by  the  North  Georgia  confer¬ 
ence.  It  passed  a  resolution  stressing 
that  abortion  is  acceptable  "only  in  trag¬ 
ic  conflicts  of  life  with  life.” 

“Yes,  we  think  abortion  should  be 
available  for  tragic  situations,  but  we’re 
also  concerned  that  it  is  being  taken  too 
lightly,”  said  the  Rev.  Hal  Brady,  pastor 
chairman  of  the  conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

The  North  Georgia  resolution  called 
for: 

•  Recognizing  that  the  development  of 
the  human  embryo  is  within  God’s  plan. 

•  Living  out  lives  that  model  Christian 
moral  sexual  values. 

•  Promoting  ministries  that  offer  al¬ 
ternatives  to  abortion. 

•Encouraging  local  churches  to  be¬ 
come  more  involved  in  teaching  people 
of  all  ages  about  the  morality  related  to 
human  sexuality. 

"Whenever  I  do  pre-marital  counsel¬ 


ing,  I  ask  the  couple  how  much  sex  edu¬ 
cation  they  had  at  home,"  Mr.  Brady 
said.  "Almost  all  the  time,  they  say  none 
at  all. 

“Well,  they’re  not  getting  it  in  school 
either,  and  I  think  it  is  a  good  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  the  church  to  step  in  with  a  Chris¬ 
tian  perspective  and  offer  it,”  he  said. 

Western  N.C.  sees  both  sides 

"Our  intent  was  to  restate  the  position 
of  the  (United  Methodist)  Church  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  pro-life  and  pro-choice  posi¬ 
tions,"  said  the  Rev.  Bob  Young, 
chairman  of  Western  North  Carolina’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  Western  North  Carolina  annual 
conference  passed  a  resolution  affirming 
the  General  Conference  statement  on 
abortion  but  added  that  "our  Christian 
faith  requires  that  we  give  reverence  to 
the  lives  of  all  human  beings,  including 
thncp  who  are  vet  in  the  womb.” 


However,  "We  made  it  clear  that  we 
support  the  right  of  a  woman  to  make 
the  decision  to  have  one,”  Mr.  Young 
said. 

The  petition  passed  with  an  “over¬ 
whelming”  vote,  he  said,  and  without 
any  amendments. 

In  related  action,  the  conference  passed 
a  resolution  that  condemned  the  use  of  vi¬ 
olence  or  intimidation  in  acting  out  posi¬ 
tions  on  abortion,  such  as  the  bombing  of 
abortion  clinics,  he  explained. 

Group  concerns  West  Ohio 

The  Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  came  under  question  from  the  West 
Ohio  annual  conference.  A  petition  was 
presented  to  recognize  the  group  as  “the 
organization  most  nearly  reflecting  the 
stand  of  the  United  Methodist  Church." 

Instead,  an  alternate  petition  was  pass¬ 
ed.  It  called  for  a  study  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  that  would  include  the  philosophy  and 


goals  of  the  Religious  Coalition  for  Abor¬ 
tion  Rights,  address  questions  supported 
or  opposed  by  the  organization,  examine 
the  agencies  supported  by  the  coalition, 
identify  abortion  clinics  funded  and/or 
supported  by  the  coalition;  and  examine 
the  goals  of  the  coalition  to  see  if  they  are 
in  line  with  the  denomination’s  social 
principles. 

In  addition,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
remove  a  $600  budget  line  item  for  the 
coalition,  but  that  was  defeated. 

"I  don’t  think  that  it  (the  study)  was  an 
indictment  against  the  RCAR  because 
they  (conference  members)  turned 
around  and  approved  $600  for  them,  but 
some  laypeople  and  clergy  did  not  think 
there  was  enough  information  about 
them  to  say  that  their  philosophy  reflects 
the  social  principles  of  the  church,’’  said 
the  Rev.  Robert  Storey,  conference 
communications  director. 


Omaha  UM  hospital  restricts  abortion 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OMAHA,  Neb.  — Not  every  woman 
who  wants  an  abortion  can  get  one  at  the 
Nebraska  Methodist  Hospital. 

The  hospital  maintains  that  United 
Methodists'  official  stand  on  abortion  is 
more  restrictive  than  simply  granting 
abortions  upon  demand.  It  has  a  review 
board  that  must  approve  each  abortion 
request  based  on  whether  it  meets  the 
criteria  of  the  denomination's  social 
principles. 

However,  the  Nebraska  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  this  spring  challenged  that  re¬ 
view  practice  as  too  restrictive  and 
asked  the  hospital  to  reconsider. 

The  hospital’s  present  abortion  policy, 
implemented  in  December  1984,  requires 
that  a  woman's  doctor  present  her  case  to 
an  anonymous,  five-member  abortion-re¬ 
view  board.  The  majority  must  approve 
before  an  abortion  will  be  performed. 

Abortions  are  approved  only  under  the 
following  circumstances,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Elva  Clark,  director  of  the  hos¬ 
pital  foundation  program: 

•When  a  pregnancy  is  the  result  of 
rape  or  incest. 

•  When  there  is  extreme  deformity  of 
the  fetus. 

•  When  there  is  danger  to  the  mother’s 
health  or  life. 

A  written  policy  governing  abortions 


Return  trip 

Pilot  of  hijacked  TWA  flight  makes  hometown  church  an  early  stop 


By  CHRISTINE  GREENWALD 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

RIPLEY,  N.Y.— The  pilot  of  high¬ 
jacked  TWA  Flight  847  made  a  visit  to 
the  church  where  he  grew  up  one  of  his 
.first  stops  when  he  returned  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  from  Lebanon. 

“I  guess  it  was  probably  50  years  ago 
that  my  mother  brought  me  to  this  very 
building  to  begin  to  find  out  about  God,” 
Capt.  John  Testrake  told  the  Ripley 
United  Methodist  Church  congregation 
at  the  end  of  the  July  7  worship  service. 

"I  can't  think  of  a  more  fitting  place  to 
return  first  after  the  release  from  our 
captivity,  back  to  this  same  house  of  the 
Lord." 

Mr.  Testrake,  who  currently  worships 
at  the  Christian  Chapel  in  Richmond, 
Mo.,  made  the  trip  to  Ripley  to  attend 
his  40th  high  school  class  reunion  and 
thank  the  United  Methodist  congregation 
for  the  many  prayers  offered  for  him 
and  the  other  hostages  during  the  17-day 
ordeal  in  Beirut. 

Prayer  angle  covered 

From  the  night  of  June  18  until  the 
hostages  were  freed  on  June  30,  the 
church  was  open  to  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  for  prayer.  A  formal  prayer  vigil 
ran  from  6  a.m.  until  midnight  each  day, 
and  David  Hawker,  a  cousin  of  Mr.  Tes¬ 
trake,  regularly  visited  the  church  at 
midnight— the  same  time  that  day  was 


breaking  in  Lebanon. 

“I’m  sure  that  the  prayer  angle  was 
covered,”  said  the  Rev.  Douglas  Knopp, 
pastor  of  the  Ripley  church.  “There  were 
people  who  would  deliberately  take  the 
time  (to  pray  at  the  church)  and  then 
people  like  us  who  would  pray  as  we 
were  whizzing  down  the  road." 

Many  Americans  will  remember  the 
bizarre  picture  of  a  haggard  but  calm 
Mr.  Testrake  leaning  out  the  cockpit 
window  for  a  television  interview  while 
one  of  his  Shiite-Moslem  captors  bran¬ 
dished  a  gun  only  inches  away. 

"I  know  that  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
comment  about.  ‘Hey,  how  could  this  guy 
be  so  cool  talking  out  the  window  when 
this  fellow’s  got  the  gun  to  his  head?’  ’’ 
Mr.  Testrake  acknowledged  during  his 
remarks  to  the  congregation.  “Well,  it 
wasn’t  all  that  big  a  deal,  really. 

"A  long  time  ago  I  gave  my  affairs 
over  to  the  care  and  keeping  of  the  Lord. 
...  I  have  found  out  through  personal, 
actual  experience  down  through  the 
years  since  that  He  does  indeed  keep  His 
promises,  that  He  does  hold  us  in  the 
palm  of  His  hand,  that  He  does  look  out 
for  us. 

"After  we  had  been  in  captivity  for  a 
few  days  and  I  was  reading  my  Bible,  I 
ran  across  what  I  considered  to  be  some 
very  appropriate  words  for  our  very  sit¬ 
uation:  ‘Be  strong  and  of  good  courage. 
Do  not  fear  or  be  in  dread  of  them.  For  it 


is  the  Lord  your  God  who  goes  with  you. 
He  will  not  fail  nor  forsake  you.’  ”  (Deu¬ 
teronomy  31:6) 

Interview  provides  opportunity 

Mr.  Testrake  said  he  viewed  the  cock¬ 
pit  interview  as  a  welcome  opportunity 
to  convey  to  his  family  that  “conditions 
were  not  all  that  bad  . . .  and  that  we 
were  A-OK.” 

Mr.  Knopp  said  that  Mr.  Testrake’s 
’comments  about  God’s  help  and  care 
made  during  that  interview  indeed  con¬ 
firmed  his  mother’s  faith.  "She  knew 
that  he  was  going  to  be  OK,”  Mr.  Knopp 
remarked 

While  Mr.  Testrake  was  being  held, 
Mr.  Knopp  and  his  wife,  Judy,  made  at 
least  two  daily  visits  to  the  home  of  Mr 
Testrake’s  aunt,  Anna  Bentley,  and  his  80 
year-old  mother,  Mildred,  a  shut-in  mem¬ 
ber  of  Ripley  UMC. 

Other  church  members  sent  cards  and 
they  delivered  prepared  food  to  the  Tes¬ 
trake  home  for  several  days.  United 
Methodist  members  of  the  United  Youth 
Fellowship  (a  combination  of  the  town’s 
church  youth  groups)  tied  yellow  ribbons 
around  any  available  telephone  pole  or 
tree? 

At  an  outdoors  press  conference  fol- 
lowingjthe  church  service,  Mr.  Testrake 
first  pointed  to  the  yellow  ribbon  on  his 
lapel  and  expressed  concern  for  the  sev¬ 
en  American  hostages  still  remaining  in 
Lebanon. 

“My  heartfelt  prayers  go  out  to  them 
every  day,”  he  said.  "The  worst  possible 
thing  that  I  could  imagine  . . .  would  be 
for  our  country  to  forget  those  seven  . . . 
remaining  . . .  Americans  who  are  being 
held  hostage. 

“Join  with  me  in  remembering  them. 


I’ve  spoken  to  some  of  their  relatives, 

and  I’ve  said  that  there  are  going  to  be  witll  hostdgC  CFISCS^ 

foundation  official  says 
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RIPLEY,  N.Y.— John  L.  Testrake,  pilot  of  the  TWA  Flight  847  that  was  hi¬ 
jacked  in  Beirut,  Lebanon,  holds  the  Bible  that  he  said  "sustained  me 
through  this  thing  (the  17-day  ordeal).”  Mr.  Testrake,  a  Richmond,  Mo.,  resi¬ 
dent,  returned  to  his  hometown  July  7  to  worship  in  the  church  where  he 
grew  up  and  attend  his  40th  high-school  class  reunion. 


some  yellow  ribbons  around  our  place 
seven  of  them— until  they’re  released.” 

Mr.  Testrake  then  showed  reporters 
his  bedraggled  Bible. 

"Isn’t  that  sad-looking?”  he  asked, 
grinning.  "My  captors  got  hold  of  it  and 
kind  of  tore  it  up  for  me,  as  you  can  see 
.  . .  But  the  message  inside  it  is  intact, 
and  that  was  what  did  the  job  for  me.” 

The  captain  said  his  Moslem  captors 
allowed  him  to  keep  his  Bible,  although 
they  took  away  some  of  his  other  posses¬ 
sions. 

Family  sends  letter 

Mr.  Knopp’s  July  7  sermon  revealed 
for  the  first  time  the  part  his  family 
played  in  sending  a  letter  to  Mr.  Tes¬ 
trake  during  the  hostage  ordeal. 

In  response  to  suggestion  from  an 
NBC-TV  producer,  Mr.  Knopp  asked  Mil¬ 
dred  Testrake  June  21  to  write  a  letter  to 
her  son.  Mr.  Knopp  picked  it  up  June  23, 
typed  a  copy  in  case  of  inspection,  made 
reprints  of  both  copies  and  then  mailed 
the  originals  to  NBC  in  New  York  City. 

A  foreign  correspondent  took  one  let¬ 
ter  to  Beirut  and  one  to  Cypress.  On  June 
28,  a  friendly  Shiite  delivered  the  letter 
to  Mr.  Testrake.  who  by  that  time  had 
been  taken  with  his  crew  from  the  air- 


at  Nebraska  Methodist  Hospital,  now  or 
in  the  past,  is  not  available,  Mr.  Clark 
said.  Neither  is  the  number  of  abortions 
performed. 

The  annual  conference  passed  a  reso¬ 
lution  calling  for  the  hospital  board  of 
directors  to  review  the  qualification 
standards  in  light  of  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles  (see  box  at  left). 

"We  had  concerns  that  the  hospital 
was  making  it  too  difficult  for  women 
who  wanted  abortions  to  get  them,"  said 
Bette  Trumble.  conference  lay  leader. 

However,  the  hospital’s  Mr.  Clark  said 
he  felt  the  hospital  policy  was  "very  much 
in  line  with  the  social  principles.”  He  said 
he  felt  some  members  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  thought  the  General  Conference 
ruling  “affirmed  (for)  women  the-right  to 


have  an  abortion  for  any  reason.” 

The  board  of  directors  will  act  on  the 
annual  conference’s  recommendation 
and  study  the  review  policy,  but  an  exact 
date  is  not  known,  Mr.  Clark  said. 

The  hospital’s  medical  staff  recom¬ 
mended  its  present  policy  after  the  1984 
General  Conference  made  changes  in  the 
Social  Principles.  The  revision  came  af¬ 
ter  a  massive  outpouring  of  petitions 
asking  that  the  denomination's  support 
for  abortion  be  more  restrictive. 

The  ruling  also  came  following  street 
pickets  in  front  of  the  550-bed  Nebraska 
Methodist  Hospital.  The  pickets  were 
protesting  the  hospital’s  previous  policy 
toward  abortion,  which  Mr.  Clark  said 
has  always  been  "conservative.” 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


Amendments  appear 
headed  for  approval 


plane  to  a  small  apartment.  The  letter 
was  the  only  mail  Mr.  Testrake  said  he 
received  throughout  his  captivity. 

"(At  that  point)  we  were  resigned  to  an 
extended  stay,”  Mr.  Testrake  said.  "It 
(the  letter)  was  a  giant  morale  booster." 

Mr.  Knopp  laughed  as  he  shared  the 
story  with  the  congregation.  "The  NBC 
producer  will  try  to  take  credit  for  that,” 
he  said.  “But  by  golly— God  takes  the 
credit!” 

Some  in  the  200-member  Ripley  UMC 
found  the  close  sense  of  personal  in¬ 
volvement  in  an  international  crisis  was 
a  faith-strengthening  experience,  said 
lay  leader  Jim  Broome. 

"I  think  that  what  it  showed  me  per¬ 
sonally  is  that  we  get  all  tied  up  in  our 
own  little  problems,"  Mr.  Broome  said. 
“Watching  John  and  Mildred  Testrake 
deal  with  life-threatening  problems  (by) 
turning  them  over  to  the  Lord  made  me 
think:  Why  can’t  we  do  that  with  all  our 
little  problems?” 

Throughout  the  nearly  three  weeks  of 
national  media  exposure,  Mr.  Knopp  and 
his  wife  said  they  felt  keenly  the  impera¬ 
tive  to  present  a  positive  witness  to 
Christ's  love  for  all  people. 

Numerous  incidents  attested  to  the 
presence  of  that  love,  but  Marge  Testrake, 
sister-in-law  of  the  captain,  summed  it 
all  up  after  the  July  7  service.  "The  walls 
of  this  church  just  radiate  love,”  she 
said. 

Christine  Greenwald  is  a  free-lance 
writer.  United  Methodist  minister’s  wife 
and  mother  of  three.  She  and  her  family 
live  in  Findley  Lake.  N.Y. 

Institute  could  help 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— A  "great  opportuni¬ 
ty”  for  help  in  resolving  conflicts  such  as 
the  June  airline  hostage  incident  in  Bei¬ 
rut.  Lebanon,  is  languishing  for  lack  of 
Reagan  administration  action,  a  promi¬ 
nent  United  Methodist  says. 

The  National  Peace  Institute  is  “sit¬ 
ting  there  waiting  to  be  used  in  crises,” 
James  H.  Laue  of  St.  Louis  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service.  Dr.  Laue  chairs 
the  board  of  the  Washington-based  foun¬ 
dation  that  was  a  key  factor  in  the  insti¬ 
tute's  approval  by  Congress  and  now  is 
pushing  to  get  it  working. 

President  Reagan  recently  “has  made 
excellent  speeches  on  the  value  of  nego¬ 
tiation  in  resolving  difference."  Dr.  Laue 
said,  "but  what  we  need  is  something  to 
put  flesh  on  the  bones." 

The  United  Methodist  layman  called 
Mr.  Reagan’s  failure  to  submit  names 
for  the  15-member  institute  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  "a  great  disappointment.  ” 

In  approving  the  institute  in  October, 
Congress  called  for  the  names  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  U.S.  Senate  by  April  20.  As  of 
mid-July,  no  names  had  been  submitted. 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

If  current  patterns  continue,  diaconal 
ministers  should  soon  have  automatic 
voting  status  as  lay  members  of  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences. 

A  proposed  amendment  to  the 
church’s  constitution  granting  voting 
rights  to  the  lay  professional  workers 
appears  headed  for  passage. 

Two  other  proposed  amendments  have 
passed  with  only  a  handful  of  negative 
votes  in  73  of  the  74  U.S.  annual  confer¬ 
ences  that  have  considered  the  three 
questions  so  far. 

One  of  those  other  two  would  establish 
that  the  denomination  is  not  a  legal  enti¬ 
ty  that  can  be  held  liable  for  the  actions 
of  its  constituent  conferences. 

The  third  amendment  would  make 
clear  that  the  denomination  does  not 
hold  title  to  property  belonging  to  local 
churches,  annual  conferences  or  general 
church  agencies.  Individual  conferences 
or  church  agencies  hold  title  to  the  prop¬ 
erty  "in  trust"  for  the  denomination. 

To  become  church  law,  the  three  pro¬ 
posals  must  garner  two-thirds  of  the  ag¬ 
gregate  vote  of  members  of  the 
denomination's  105  regional  governing 
bodies  around  the  world. 

The  Alaska  Missionary  conference, 
which  meets  in  August,  and  20  of  the 
church’s  31  provisional  and  central  con¬ 
ferences  overseas  must  still  vote  on  the 
amendments.  The  Council  of  Bishops  is 
to  certify  the  final  returns  in  the  fall. 

68  conferences  approve  vote 

The  diaconal  ministry  right-to-vote 
amendment  has  passed  by  at  least  a  sim¬ 
ple  majority  in  68  of  the  73  U.S.  confer¬ 
ences  that  have  voted  according  to  reports 
from  United  Methodist  News  Service  and 
other  denominational  sources. 

Two  conferences  —  Louisville  and  New 
Mexico  turned  down  the  diaconal  min¬ 
istry  proposal  with  95-percent  “no”  votes. 

The  margins  were  closer  in  the  four 
other  conferences  that  rejected  the  pro¬ 
posal:  Alabama-West  Florida  (65  percent 
no),  Missouri  East  (56  percent  no),  South 
Indiana  (60  percent  no)  and  North  Geor¬ 
gia  (57.5  percent  no). 

Unofficial  returns  from  37  confer¬ 
ences  reported  through  last  week  to  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  show  the  right-to-vote  amend¬ 
ment  passing  with  80-percent  "yes" 
votes. 

"I’m  very  hopeful  (about  eventual  pas¬ 
sage),”  said  Rosalie  Bentzinger,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  general  board  Division  of 
Diaconal  Ministry.  “But  given  our  loose 
reporting  (of  returns).  I'm  not  sure  at 
this  point  how  it  will  come  out.  A  two- 
thirds  vote  is  hard  to  get.” 

Consistency  sought 

The  amendment  would  make  the  sta¬ 
tus  of  diaconal  ministers  consistent 
across  the  denomination,  Ms.  Bentzinger 


said.  Thirty-seven  conferences  have  al¬ 
ready  granted  voting  rights  to  diaconal 
ministers  as  lay  members. 

The  Diaconal  Ministry  Division 
mounted  no  organized  effort  to  work  for 
the  amendment's  passage,  Ms.  Bent¬ 
zinger  said.  The  level  of  campaigning 
was  left  to  the  boards  of  diaconal  minis¬ 
try  in  each  conference. 

The  lack  of  organized  campaigns  may 
have  contributed  to  the  heavy  negative 
votes  in  the  New  Mexico  and  Louisville 
conferences. 

"Even  the  diaconal  ministers  were  not 
fully  in  agreement,"  said  Julianne 
McAchran,  editor  of  the  New  Mexico 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
about  the  New  Mexico  vote. 

"There  was  a  general  lack  of  consen¬ 
sus  and  a  feeling  of  confusion  (about 
whether  the  diaconal  ministers  would 
displace  other  lay  members).  There  was 
no  organized  opposition  or  organized 
support." 

At  the  Louisville  conference,  a  state¬ 
ment  by  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Brock  well 
Jr.,  professor  of  history  at  the  University 
of  Louisville,  seemed  to  sway  the  vote, 
observers  said. 

"I  think  the  entire  debate  surprised 
everyone,”  Dr.  Brockwell  said.  “I  had 
prepared  to  speak  against  the  amend¬ 
ment,  but  I  had  not  talked  with  or  orga¬ 
nized  with  anybody  about  it.  They 
(conference  board  of  diaconal  ministry 
officials)  were  caught  off  guard  and  not 
organized  to  put  it  over.” 

No  one  spoke  for 

Only  one  other  person  spoke  before  the 
Louisville  vote.  Dr.  Brockwell  said.  She 
supported  Dr.  Brockwell's  position. 

Dr.  Brockwell  said  he  contended  that 
people  should  not  receive  automatic  con¬ 
ference  membership  unless  a  bishop  an¬ 
nually  appointed  them  to  their  posts. 

Diaconal  ministers,  who  are  not  or¬ 
dained,  are  not  appointed  by  bishops.  In¬ 
stead,  they  must  find  their  own  jobs  and 
work  at  the  pleasure  of  the  employing 
church  or  agency. 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WILLIAMSPORT,  Pa. -Fiery  TV 
evangelist  Jimmy  Swaggart’s  frequent 
criticisms  of  U.S.  United  Methodists  are 
causing  a  lot  of  trouble  for  Methodists  in 
Brazil,  a  Brazilian  bishop  said  at  a  con¬ 
ference  last  week. 

Many  people  “find  Christ”  through 
Brazil’s  Methodist  churches,  Bishop 
Adriel  de  Souza  Mala  said.  Then  the  con¬ 
verts  move  on  to  other  denominations. 
That’s  “because  of  bad  publicity”  from 
sources  like  the  beamed-in  TV  programs 
featuring  Mr.  Swaggert,  a  widely  watch¬ 
ed  evangelist,  he  said. 

But  people  also  leave  because  they 
don’t  think  the  Methodist  Church  is  spiri¬ 
tual  enough,  the  bishop  said. 

And  the  church  is  responsible,  admit¬ 
ted  Bishop  Adriel,  as  he  is  called. 

Neglect  by  liberation  theology 

Brazil’s  Methodist  leaders  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  while  they  have  tried  to  live 
out  the  Gospel  through  a  theology  of  lib¬ 
eration,  they  have  neglected  the  spiritual 
side,  the  bishop  said. 

Membership  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Brazil  has  remained  around  75,000  in 
a  population  of  130  million  for  several 
years,  the  bishop  said. 

“We  now  spend  much  time  discussing 
the  importance  to  rediscover  the  spiritu¬ 
al  life  and  evangelical  fervor,”  he  said. 
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Charges  by  TV  evangelists  drive  people 
away  from  Brazilian  church ,  bishop  says 
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TV  Evangelist  Jimmy  Swaggart 


“We  in  Latin  America  need  a  deep  spiri¬ 
tual  renewal  to  challenge  and  motivate 
us  to  do  God’s  will." 

That  does  not  mean  Brazilian  Method¬ 
ists  will  back  off  from  their  commitment 
to  plant  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth 
and  battle  injustice  even  as  their  country 
joyously  moves  back  into  a  democratic 
system,  the  bishop  said. 

“The  church  must  be  a  servant  of  God 
in  bringing  justice  to  the  poor,”  he  said. 
“The  Methodist  Church  is  the  only  evan¬ 


gelical  (Protestant)  church  that  has  a  so¬ 
cial  creed. 

"But  this  does  not  in  any  way  diminish 
the  importance  of  a  personal  belief  in 
Jesus  Christ  as  Lord.  We  are  rediscover¬ 
ing  our  heritage  of  piety.  We  call  for  re¬ 
pentance  of  sin— individual,  collective 
and  structural  sin.  Conversion  is  to  Jesus 
Christ,  not  to  the  society  in  which  we  are 
living.” 

The  bishop  spoke  at  an  annual  gather¬ 
ing  of  furloughed  missionaries  of  United 
Methodists’  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Head  of  the  Fourth  (central) 
Region,  he  is  one  of  six  Brazilian  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops. 

Stigma  added  to  Methodists 

The  work  of  revitalizing  the  church  is 
made  difficult  by  TV  evangelists  such  as 
Mr.  Swaggart  who  are  a  "demonic  influ¬ 
ence"  that  come  into  people’s  homes 
without  permission.  Bishop  Adriel  said. 

He  said  Mr.  Swaggart  continually  says 
bad  things  about  Methodists  on  TV  pro¬ 
grams,  translated  into  Portugese  and 
beamed  into  Brazil.  Most  viewers  don't 
realize  that  the  Louisiana  evangelist  ac¬ 
tually  is  talking  about  United  Methodists 
in  the  United  States. 

Bishop  Adriel  said  it  would  help  if  Mr. 
Swaggart  would  make  clear  when  he 
says  "Methodists”  don’t  believe  in  sin  or 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  they  support  ho¬ 
mosexuals  that  he  is  charging  United 


Border  clashes  give  Costa  Rica 
different  view  of  Nicaragua 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WILLIAMSPORT,  Pa. -If  church 
leaders  in  North  and  South  America 
could  learn  what  it’s  like  to  live  in  Costa 
Rica,  they  wouldn’t  spend  so  much  time 
describing  Nicaragua  as  heaven  on 
earth,  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
said  last  week. 

Watching  and  hearing  of  Costa  Rican 
bodies  being  brought  back  from  their 
northern  border  after  Nicaraguan  army 
shellings  makes  you  realize  that  Nicara¬ 
gua  is  a  threat  as  well  as  a  victim,  said 
the  Rev.  Marion  Woods. 

Costa  Rica  has  no  military.  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  army  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
hemisphere. 

Mr.  Woods,  a  long-time  missionary  to 
Costa  Rica,  made  his  comments  during  a 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  session  on  Nicaragua. 
Until  he  interrupted,  the  session  had  in¬ 


cluded  only  positive  assessments  of  the 
Sandinista  Party  rule  in  Nicaragua. 

‘Maybe  Brazil  needs  a  revolution' 

Joyce  Hill,  staff  member  of  Global 
Ministries’  Latin  American  section,  in¬ 
vited  missionaries  and  Global  Ministries 
directors  to  comment  after  beginning 
the  session  by  introducing  a  new  letter 
from  the  Latin  American  Council  of 
Churches  (see  story  below). 

One  missionary  from  Brazil  told  of  his 
recent  visit  to  Nicaragua. 

Seeing  how  Nicaraguans  live  after 
their  revolution,  he  said,  "my  feeling 
was  that  maybe  we  need  a  revolution  in 
Northeast  Brazil.” 

He  noted,  however,  that  one  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  bishops  and  the  editor  of 
the  opposition  newspaper  in  Nicaragua 
both  told  him  they  would  be  willing  to 
turn  the  country  over  to  the  U.S.-backed 


Latin  America  council: 
U.S.  Christians  must  pick 
between  God,  U.S.  policy 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WILLIAMSPORT,  Pa.— Central  and 
South  American  Protestant  leaders,  in 
their  strongest  letter  to  date,  are  holding 
U.S.  Christians  responsible  for  the  U.S. 
government’s  actions  toward  Nicaragua. 

Christians  are  going  to  have  to  choose 
between  God  and  the  U.S.  government, 
the  letter  from  the  Latin  American 
Council  of  Churches  says. 

U.S.  rulers  ‘assimilate  Nazism’ 
The  Latin  American  Council  of 
Churches  says  the  U.S.  Congress  and  the 
Reagan  administration  are  assimilating 
Nazism  into  their  policies  and  are  sowing 
“terror  and  death  in  our  entire  continent.” 

“The  time  is  coming,  and  perhaps  has 
already  arrived,  in  which  you,  dear 
brothers  and  sisters  (U.S.  Christians), 
will  have  to  decide  who  your  Lord  is  and 
whom  you  will  first  serve:  if  it  is  the  eco¬ 
nomic-military  complex,  which  intends 
to  crush  the  long-suffering  people  of  Nic¬ 
aragua  once  again,  or  if  it  is  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  has 
come,  not  to  rob  or  kill  or  destroy  but  so 
that  we  may  have  life  and  have  it  abun¬ 
dantly,”  the  letter  states. 

The  three-page  letter  from  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina,  was  revealed  last  week 
in  Williamsport  at  the  annual  conference 
for  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries  missionaries  who  are 
on  furlough. 

Invasion  will  bring  estrangement 

The  Latin  American  Council  letter 
suggests  that  ties  between  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  and  North  American  Christians 
would  have  to  be  cut  if  the  United  States 
invaded  Nicaragua. 

Furthermore,  the  letter  states,  rela¬ 
tions  among  Christians  will  not  be  re¬ 
newed  until  “rulers  such  as  you  (U.S. 
Christians)  have  elected  disappear.” 

The  letter  almost  never  refers  to  the 
U.S.  government  by  name.  Instead  it 
says  "your  government.” 

The  time  is  coming  when  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  won’t  separate  the  U.S. 
people  from  the  U.S.  government  but 
will  hold  the  people  responsible  for  gov¬ 
ernment  actions,  the  Latin  American 
Protestants  say. 

The  letter  criticizes  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  economic  embargo  of  Nicaragua, 
his  mining  of  Nicaraguan  ports,  uninter¬ 
rupted  military  and  naval  maneuvers, 
support  of  rebels  and  sporadic  bombard¬ 
ments. 

“We  feel  it  is  hypocritical  and  immor¬ 
al  to  continue  attacking  Nicaragua  while 
dictatorships  like  those  in  Haiti,  Guate¬ 
mala,  Paraguay  or  Chile  are  tolerated.” 
it  says.  -  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


"contras”  (rebels)  to  be  rid  of  the  Sandi¬ 
nista  rulers. 

The  Rev.  Roy  May,  missionary  to  Bo¬ 
livia,  said  the  Methodist  Church  of  Boliv¬ 
ia  sees  Nicaragua  as  a  test  of  whether 
the  United  States  would  ever  allow 
change  to  occur  in  Latin  America. 

After  several  other  people  added  fa¬ 
vorable  comments  about  the  Sandinista  gov¬ 
ernment  in  Nicaragua,  Mr.  Woods  spoke: 

“It’s  not  easy  for  me  to  speak  here,  but 
I  feel  I  must  or  the  very  rocks  would  cry 
out.  We  in  Costa  Rica  experience  a  dif¬ 
ferent  view. 

"Nicaragua  continues  to  violate  Costa 
Rica  by  land  and  sea.  Costa  Ricans  are 
leaving  their  farms  and  homes  along  the 
border  because  of  the  Sandinista  mili¬ 
tary.  The  Sandinistas  continue  to  shell 
and  kill  our  civilians." 

Nicaraguans  fleeing  for  reasons 

The  missionary  to  Costa  Rica  said  it  is 
especially  offensive  to  Costa  Ricans, 
who  live  in  an  old,  true  democracy  that 
doesn’t  even  maintain  an  army,  to  hear 
so  many  church  groups  suggest  that  it  is 
Nicaragua's  government,  not  Costa  Ri¬ 
ca's,  that  Latin  America  should  imitate. 

People  aren’t  fleeing  Costa  Rica’s  gov¬ 
ernment,  he  said.  Yet,  Nicaraguans  are 
fleeing  the  Sandinistas  daily. 

“Many  young  people  come  here  saying 
they  want  to  be  free  to  study  what  they 
choose,”  Mr.  Woods  said.  “Others  flee 
forced  military  service.  A  Nicaraguan 
team  carrying  a  torch  of  freedom  de¬ 
fected  as  soon  as  they  got  to  the  Costa 
Rican  border." 

How  can  it  be  said  that  justice  pre¬ 
vails  in  Nicaragua  when  such  a  large 
percentage  of  the  population  has  fled  it, 
the  missionary  asked. 

Mr.  Woods  told  the  Reporter  later  that 
a  minority  of  Costa  Rican  Methodists 
who  identify  with  liberation  theology 
tend  to  support  the  Sandinistas. 

But  he  said  “multitudes”  now  favor 
building  up  a  Costa  Rican  military  to  de¬ 
fend  against  a  feared  Nicaraguan  invasion. 

He  said  most  Costa  Ricans,  as  well  as 
himself,  think  the  U.S.  mining  of  Nicara¬ 
guan  harbors  was  foolish  and  that  a  U.S. 
invasion  of  Nicaragua  would  be  crazy. 
But  the  Sandinistas  need  close  watching 
and  critiquing,  he  said. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  many 
annual  conferences,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  various  Latin  American 
church  councils  have  been  too  eager 
to  take  sides,  Mr.  Woods  said.  It  would  be 
wiser  not  to  take  side  with  the  Reagan 
administration  or  the  Sandinistas,  Mr. 


Woods  said. 


-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Executive  leaves  marketplace, 
answers  call  to  church  work 

David  Ochoa  is  starting  over— again. 

The  42-year-old  Californian  has  al¬ 
ready  tried  his  hand  at  practicing  law, 
news  reporting,  television  producing  and 
running  a  cable  television  system.  Now 
he  is  working  as  public-relations  chief 
for  United  Methodism's  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Mr.  Ochoa  said  he  decided  to  become 
a  professional  lay  church  worker  be¬ 
cause  he  “felt  a  calling  to  serve.”  So  he 
gave  up  his  post  as  president  of  a  Los 
Angeles  cable  television  firm— the  na¬ 
tion’s  largest  minority-owned  cable  op¬ 
eration— for  the  job  in  Nashville. 

Mr.  Ochoa  had  been  named  one  of  the 
100  most  influential  Hispanics  in  the 
United  States  in  1983  by  Hispanic  Busi¬ 
ness  magazine.  "But  I  felt  incomplete,” 
he  said.  “I  know  now  that  I  was  going 
through  a  training  process  for  something 
more  important.  I  was  gaining  the  expe¬ 
rience  and  receiving  the  gifts  so  I  could 
serve  the  Lord  and  our  church.” 

Mr.  Ochoa,  who  replaced  the  Rev.  Ju¬ 
dith  L.  Weidman  in  December  as  the 
board’s  associate  general  secretary  for 
interpretation,  said  he  still  at  times  feels 
inadequate  for  his  new  calling. 

“I  have  worked  a  lot  of  years  at  my 


David  Ochoa 


craft,”  said  the  winner  of  two  television 
Emmy  Awards,  “but  I  have  ignored  my 
spiritual  life.  I  feel  like  a  child  in  spiritu¬ 
al  formation. 

“But  the  people  here  are  reaching  out. 
They  are  saying  they  know  I  can  handle 
the  professional  side  of  my  job.  They 
want  to  help  me  with  the  spiritual  side. 
Many  people  have  volunteered  to  fill  the 
role  of  my  spiritual  mentor.” 

Mr.  Ochoa  said  he  has  spent  his  first 
months  on  the  job  discovering  a  part  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  that  he  nev¬ 


er  knew  existed. 

“I  have  gone  from  being  a  guy  who 
went  to  church  most  Sundays  to  being 
responsible  for  telling  the  story  of  a  mul¬ 
tifaceted  church  agency,”  he  said.  “I’m  in 
the  middle  of  a  bureaucracy  that  I 
thought  was  insensitive  to  the  local 
church. 

“I’ve  accepted  the  challenge  of  trying 
to  provide  a  meaningful  link  between 
here  and  the  local  church.  I’m  one  of 
‘them’  (people  in  local  churches).  In  fact, 
my  local  church  (St.  James  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Pasadena)  sees  me  as 
kind  of  a  missionary  to  this  board.” 

Mr.  Ochoa  practiced  law  from  1970  to 
1972.  While  doing  legal  work  for  a  bilin¬ 
gual  children’s  television  project  in  Oak¬ 
land,  Calif.,  he  got  involved  in  television 
production. 

He  worked  as  a  news  reporter  for 
KNBC-TV  in  Los  Angeles  from  1973  to 
1977  and  KCOP-TV  in  Los  Angeles  from 
1977  to  1979.  He  was  an  executive  pro¬ 
ducer  at  WNBC-TV  in  New  York  from 
1979  to  1981. 

Mr.  Ochoa  then  became  president  of 
Buenavision  Cablevision  in  Los  Angeles. 
It  serves  some  9.000  subscribers  in  two 
suburban  communities.  Mr.  Ochoa  has 
also  been  executive  producer  of  two  fea¬ 
ture-length  theatrical  films. 

-DOUGLAS  CANNON 


Methodists  in  the  United  States. 

Some  missionaries  at  the  conference 
added  that  the  TV  evangelist  probably 
endangered  many  Methodists’  lives  dur¬ 
ing  the  just-ended,  21-year  Brazilian  mil¬ 
itary  rule.  Mr.  Swaggart  repeatedly 
connected  Methodists  to  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  which  was  seen  by  Bra¬ 
zil’s  leaders  as  a  left-wing  revolutionary 
organization,  they  said. 

The  TV  criticisms  just  add  to  the  stig¬ 
ma  already  placed  on  Brazil  Methodists 
by  people  who  resent  the  denomination’s 
activism  in  social  matters  there,  Bishop 
Adriel  said. 

The  image  that  the  Methodist  Church 
is  not  spiritual  enough  is  made  worse  by 
Mr.  Swaggart’s  frequent  claims  that 
Methodists  don’t  hold  fundamental  be¬ 
liefs  of  the  Christian  faith,  the  bishop 
said. 

“Just  as  we  get  moving  to  help  people, 
Mr.  Swaggart  comes  up  with  some  more 
of  his  negative  statistics  about  Method¬ 
ists,”  Bishop  Adriel  said. 

Working  for  new  democracy 

Brazilian  Methodists  are  excited  about 
the  return  to  democracy  and  their  new 
civilian  government  and  “are  working 
very  positively  toward  the  new  repub¬ 
lic,”  the  bishop  said.  “The  church  has 
been  asked  to  take  part  in  the  work  for 
the  constitutional  convention  that  has 
been  called,”  he  said. 

But  “just  because  we’re  building  a 
new  republic  doesn’t  mean  we  will  cover 
up  injustices,”  he  added. 

“The  church  must  always  be  a  pro¬ 
phetic  voice  of  God,”  he  said.  “Sin  is  a 
reality.  The  church  has  to  be  very  alert 
while  the  new  republic  is  being  formed. 
We  must  always  denounce  anything  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

The  bishop  said  Brazil  has  a  need  for 
missionaries  from  other  countries  as 
long  as  they  can  adapt  to  the  local  cul¬ 
ture  and  advance  the  spiritual  and  social 
directions  of  the  Brazilian  church.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  are  especially  needed  on  Bra¬ 
zil’s  frontiers,  he  said. 
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Bishop  joins  civil  rights  push 

WASHINGTON— United  Methodist  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Frpn- 
cisco  Area)  brought  the  case  for  additional  civil-rights  legislation  to  the 
steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  July  2.  Bishop  Kelly,  the  first  black  woman  ever 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  a  major  religious  body,  was  one  of  30  speakers 
from  a  diversity  of  groups  kicking  off  a  major  effort  on  behalf  of  legislation 
in  Congress. 


World  Methodist  Council  panel 
urges  study  of  faith  Essentials’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-A  call  for 
Methodists  throughout  the  world  to 
“seek  to  discover  and  reaffirm  the  essen¬ 
tials”  of  the  Christian  faith  has  been 
sounded  by  a  study  panel  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

A  proposal  by  the  group  is  being  circu¬ 
lated  for  study  before  the  next  meeting 
of  the  council  in  July  1986  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya.  The  statement  was  drafted  by 
nine  participants  in  an  earlier  colloquy 
in  Jerusalem  and  is  based  on  18  papers 
written  by  churches  around  the  world  re¬ 
lated  to  the  council. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  council  general 
secretary,  said  the  paper  may  lead  to  a 
new  emphasis  for  the  council  in  1986-91. 

Methodists,  the  statement  says,  “pro¬ 


claim  that  the  good  they  do  proceeds  out 
of  faith  they  profess.”  Yet,  “that  faith 
has  to  a  degree  been  compromised  by  in¬ 
terpretation  which  reflects  more  the 
mood  of  the  times  and  secular  interests 
than  they  do  the  Gospel." 

As  a  result,  the  colloquy  participants 
maintained,  "Many  are  confused,  (and) 
Methodism  appears  to  them  a  collection 
of  various  opinions  where  a  person  is 
free  to  believe  almost  anything  that  per¬ 
son  chooses. 

“Over  the  last  century  our  laypeople 
have  suffered  outrageous  violations  of 
their  rights  to  sound  teachings  with 
small  hope  of  effective  protest  or  remedy! 

"What  is  needed  is  a  clear,  fresh  and 
vital  vision  of  the  saving  truth,  which  is 
Jesus  Christ,  who  transforms  human  life 


tion.  525  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  510  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance 

GROUPS  OF  12  OR  MORE:  Famous  great  pas¬ 

sion-play  package  includes  $7.50  tickets,  lodging, 
swimming  and  meals  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm 
Resort,  Eureka  Springs.  AR,  for  just  520  each!  Call 
(501)  253-8418  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  MUSIC  Ministries 
for  700  member  UMC  Salary/benefits  competi¬ 
tive.  Resume,  photo  to  the  Rev.  Guy  Pry,  Box  26, 
Atlanta.  TX  75551.  (214)  796-2424. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  BUSINESS  Administrator 
(Finance-Facilities  Director),  Spring  Valley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  7700  Spring  Valley  Road, 
Dallas.  TX  75240  Contact  Dr.  Bruce  Weaver,  pas¬ 
tor  (214)233-7671 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMMING  with  emphasis 
on  membership  development  and  strength  in  mu¬ 
sic  and/or  youth  ministry.  Music  includes  pme  or¬ 
gan  and/or  directing  bell  and  voice  choirs.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  1444,  Great  Falls,  MT  59403.  j 

D  MIN.  PROGRAM  by  Asbury  Theological  Semi- 
nary  to  be  offered  in  Pensacola,  FL,  January  1986 

All  classes  offered  on  site.  Contact  Edwferd  Chan¬ 
dler.  Box  278,  Niceville,  FL  32578. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  with 

special  emphasis  on  working  with  youths  and  adult 
education.  Please  submit  resume,  references  and 
salary  expectations  by  Aug.  1  to  Chairman  of  Pas¬ 
tor  Parish  Committee.  St.  Matthew  United  Meth- 
odist  Church.  1951  Wilshire.  Frankfort.  IN  46041 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  — Limited  responsibility  for 

coordinating  education  program.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  from  518,000.  To  obtain  application,  send  re¬ 
sume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  230  Court, 
Dumas,  AR  71639. 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION/EVANGELISM 
Half-time  position  in  rapidly  growing,  600-mem- 
ber  congregation.  Contact  the  Rev.  James  A.  Har- 
nish.  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church.  4851 
Apopka-Vineland  Road,  Orlando,  FL  32819 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST— Assistant  director  for 

1.900-member  church.  Play  four  services,  direct 
children's  and  handbell  choirs.  Allen  11/44  organ  to 
be  replaced  when  funds  available.  Highly  competi¬ 
tive  salary;  extensive  music  program’  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  101  Live 
Oak  Blvd..  Lafayette.  LA  70503. 

OCCASIONAL  INSTRUCTOR(S)  FOR  three  - 
courses  in  United  Methodist  doctrine,  history  and 
polity  Minimal  degree  requirement:  M.  Div  Ad¬ 
vanced  graduate  work  preferred.  Submit  letter  of 
application  and  biographical  data  and  have  three 
letters  of  reference  sent  by  Aug.  15  to  Search  Com- 
mittee.  Brite  Divinity  School,  Texas  Christian  Uni-  “ 
versity,  Box  32923,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76129.  j 

A  PART-TIME  POSITION  in  Evangelism/Educa- 
tion  is  open  to  retired  clergy.  Two-point  charge  is  - 
located  in  an  ideal  community  for  retirement. 

Mild  winters  and  warm  summers  in  a  mountain 
recreational  center.  Salary  56,000  for  1,000  hours  a 
year,  flexible  for  personal  schedule.  Inquiries  to 

St  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church.  141  N.  Hill  St.. 
Globe.  AZ  85501 ,  or  call  (602)  425-2340 

POSITION  OPEN:  JURISDICTIONAL  coordina¬ 
tor.  Volunteers  in  Mission.  Part-time  employment 
Experience  as  missionary  preferred.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Aug  1,  1985.  deadline  for  receiving  applica- 
tions  Contact  S.  Duane  Bruce  for  applications, 

6155  Samuell  Blvd.,  Dallas.  TX  75228  Telephone: 
(214)321-7077. 

NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM:  "Growing  with 
Today's  Children  "  From  Family  Education  En¬ 
terprises.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  4690 
Palm  Ave  La  Mesa.  CA  92041.  510  text  and  guide 

SEE- FEEL- LIVE  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND  for  10  — 

inspirational  days.  Sponsored  by-Educational  Op¬ 
portunities  Inc  Special  Los  Angeles  departure 

Feb  23,  1986.  for  $1,398  For  information  and  free 
brochure  write  Rev  Ernest  A.  Fritschle.  15011 
Redondo  Drive.  Victorvijle,  CA  92392 

and  gives  meaning  and  hope  to  human, 
existence.” 

Understanding  the  faith,  the  statement, 
says,  “will  make  sense  of  at  least  three 
things:  our  experience,  how  we  think  and. 
the  responsibilities  that  we  have  in  life.”  . 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Wil¬ 
liam  R.  Cannon  of  Atlanta,  who  chairs 
the  World  Methodist  Council  executive 
committee,  also  chaired  the  colloquy. 

Other  participants  were  Dr.  Trevor. 
Rowe  of  England,  Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz.* 
of  Mexico;  Christian  Methodist  Episco-' 
pal  Bishop  Nathaniel  Linsey  of  Los  An¬ 
gles;  Dr.  Abel  Hendricks  and  Freda 
Hendricks  of  South  Africa;  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of  the. 
Philippines;  Professor  Albert  C.  Outler 
of  Dallas;  and  Dr.  Hale. 


CLASSIFIED 


SOUTH  PACIFIC-ORIENT.  Sept.  23  New  Zea¬ 

land.  Australia,  Singapore,  Bangkok.  Hong  Kong. 
Brochure  available.  Dr.  Edward  Laux.  6247  An¬ 
napolis.  Dallas.  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026 


COME  WITH  US  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND!  Nov.  12- 

20,  1985.  10-day  deluxe  biblical  tour  for  only 
51.299  Rev  Roberta  L  Williams,  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  9  N.  Main  St.,  Mansfield,  MA 
02048.  (617)  339-3560  Write  for  brochure.  Arrange¬ 
ments  by  Travelink  Tours,  International. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies, 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies.  5145  week,  5400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 


39  CHOIR  ROBES.  Good  condition.  520  each.  Con¬ 
tact  Cross  in  the  Desert  UMC,  12835  N.  32nd  St 
Phoenix.  AZ  85032 


GUERRILLAS  OF  GRACE.  PRAYERS  for  the 

Battle  by  Ted  Loder,  Sr.  minister.  The  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Germantown,  PA.  Prayers 
that  are  honest,  tough  and  grace-filled.  Useful  in 
liturgy  and  powerful  in  personal  reflection  and 
growth  510.95  includes  postage.  LuraMedia,  10227 
AutumnView,  Suite  28,  San  Diego.  CA  92126.  (619) 
578-1948 


MINISTERING  HOPE  TO  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
United  Methodists  and  their  loved  ones.  Affirma¬ 
tion  through  change.  P  O.  Box  11705,  Montgom- 
ery.  AL3611U0705  Phone  (205)  263-0009. 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN  UNITED  METHODISTS; 
friends  and  families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation! 
Write  P.  O.  Box  1021,  Evanston.  IL  60204. 


FOR  SALE  MAI  BASIC  FOUR  COMPUTER  sys¬ 

tem.  CPU  +  2  75-MG  disc  drives.  224-KB  memory 
Like  new  cond.  Have  outgrown  system.  Can  see  in 
operation.  Contact  Joyce  Wise,  East  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ence  office.  (216)  499-3972. 


FOR  SALE;  E  M.  SKINNER  8  ft.  solo  diapason.  61 

pipes  — 5500.  E.  M.  Skinner  8  ft.  viola,  61  pipes— 
5300;  E.  M.  Skinner  8  ft.  claribela,  61  pipes— 5300: 
E.  M.  Skinner  8  ft.  diapason.  61  pipes  — 5300;  and 
part  of  a  16-ft.  Gamba;  last  12  pipes  are  being 
used.  If  interested,  contact  Kevin  K.  Calloway, 
3585  W.  76th  Ave..  Westminster,  CO  80030,  (303) 
429-1569.  


FOR  SALE  WURLITZER  ELECTRONIC  concert 
organ  32-note  pedal  board,  2  manual,  2  tone  cabi¬ 
nets  Ideal  for  home  or  mid-sized  church.  In  very 
good  condition.  Asking  55,500  If  interested,  con¬ 
tact  Kevin  K.  Calloway,  3585  W.  76th  Ave.,  West- 
minster,  CO  80030  (303)  429-1569 


COTTAGE  FOR  RENT  THROUGH  OCTOBER  in 
Maggie  Valley.  NC.  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Deposit 
required  5250  per  week  Write  Rev  and  Mrs  Dan 
Gill.  6730  Methodist  Lane,  Hudson,  FL  33567,  or 
call  (813)  868-2541 


FOR  SALE:  50  GOLD  CHOIR  ROBES  and  50  dark 
green  choir  robes.  Please  call  (214)  324-3661  for 
more  information. 


FOR  SALE  1976  INTERNATIONAL  48-passenger 
bus  in  excellent  condition.  45,000  actual  miles. 
New  engine  at  30,000  Good  Michelin  tires.  First 
UMC,  Texarkana,  TX.  Contact  Eddie  Robbins. 
(214)794-5121. 


NEEDED:  A  VAN  TO  PICK  UP  government-is¬ 
sued  food  for  distribution  at  Douglas  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  11th  and  H  Streets,  NE,  Washington. 
DC  20002  Will  accept  donations  or  will  purchase 
at  reasonable  price. 


TRINITY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  1000 
W  Woodward  Ave.,  Ruston,  LA  71270.  (318)  251- 
0750  Part-time  organist  position  open  in  1,800- 
member  church  Instruments  include  a 
3-manual  45-rank  Holtkamp.  Position  involves  2 
morning  services  and  evening  adult  choir  rehears¬ 
al  Opportunities  for  teaching.  Salary  around 
57.000 


WANTED  TO  BUY:  HYMNAL  under  name  of 
Spiritual  Power"  (Songs  of  Spiritual  Power)  Call 
or  write  Highland  Park  Campmeeting  Assn ,  c/o 
Gene  Pritchard,  1344  Meadow  Lane,  Perkasie.  PA 
18944  Phone:  (215)  257-9547  or  257-4055 


SPECIAL  OFFER  DURING  JULY:  "Salute  to 
America"— inspiration  for  Americans.  Willard  Mar¬ 
riott  (Marriott  Hotels);  .  .  an  inspiring  book.” 
"When  the  North  Wind  Blows”— for  people  who  are 
windblown,  depressed,  confused.  A  popular  gift  item. 
"The  Freedom  Story"— an  astounding  chronicle 
little  known  by  most  Americans.  James  Armstrong; 
"Virgil  Kraft  has  long  been  a  champion  of  human 
freedom.  The  Freedom  Story  will  help  us  better 
understand  the  roots  of  many  of  our  problems,  some 
of  the  challenges  facing  us  today  and  the  basis  for  a 
betterTomorrow."  "Power  Thoughts”— prayers  for 
public  and  private  use.  They  are  different.  All  four 
books  by  Virgil  Kraft  only  58  during  July.  Order  from 
Cokesbury,  Box  301,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 


FOR  SALE.  VERY  NICE.  LEVEL  LOT  with 
young  oak  trees  in  Cherokee  Village,  AR.  Call  (816) 
741-1527  between  5-7  p.m. 


GOSPEL  THROUGH  EYES  of  cancer-surviving 
singer/poet.  Also,  compelling  musical  about  Jesus 
called  "The  Troublemaker."  Free  audition  tape. 
Box  470203,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76147.  (817)  923-0716. 


CHURCH  COMPUTER  PACKAGE  direct  from 
dealer.  Dual  disk  drive;  green  screen;  clock/calen¬ 
dar,  modem;  software  for  membership,  pledge  ac¬ 
counting.  church  finances,  attendance;  word 
processing;  spreadsheet.  Instructions  written  by 
Ken  Bedell.  Only  $1,928.  Write  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  Nova  Church  Software,  P.  O.  Box  548,  Rich- 
boro,  PA  18954. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  HOUSE  FOR  SALE.  Four 
bedrooms,  two  baths.  Bill  Culp,  Route  6,  Box  33, 
Mooresville.  NC  28115.  (704)  664-2066. 


OZARK  MOUNTAIN  RANCH  Inside  national  for¬ 
est.  Easy  access.  Secluded  40  acres.  Large  house. 
Two-story  out  building  suitable  for  dorm.  Good 
church  camp  site  Dan  Huffman,  Dover,  AR  72837 
Phone  (501)  331-2397  or  (409)  231-3664. 


FAMILY  AND  PERSONAL  MEMOIRS.  Experi¬ 
enced  Methodist  writers  assist  you  by  mail.  Tap¬ 
ing  option.  Free  information.  'Dr.  and  Mrs.  D. 
Decker,  P.0  Box  6794,  Laguna  Niguel,  CA  92677. 
Tel.  (714)  495-5049 


FOR  SALE:  COTTAGE.  METHODIST  Camp¬ 
ground.  Des  Plaines,  IL  (Chibago  area).  Ideal  sum¬ 
mer  family  setting.  Religious,  social,  recreational 
opportunities.  Contact  Richard  Leonard,  837  S. 
Chestnut  Ave.,  Arlington  Heights,  IL  60005.  (312) 
398-5378. 


PIPE  ORGAN.  M  P  MOLLER  OPUS  3910,  1924. 
Great,  swell,  chimes,  32-note  concave  pedal  board, 
mahogany  console,  kinetic  blower,  rectifier. 
525.000  includes  installation  continental  U.S.  (214) 
943-1629  or  (214)  630-6495.  Roberta  or  John  Sap- 
pington  for  more  information. 


CHURCH  COMPUTER  USERS  NETWORK.  Send 
SASE  to  CCUN,  Box  481.  Tenafly,  NJ  07670. 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne  The  standard  6-foot  cross  is  2- 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire  red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  '/i-inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  Suite  280  Worla  Trade 
Center.  San  Francisco,  CA  94111,  or  call  (415)  398- 
4605 


FIRST  UMC.  WORTHINGTON,  MN.  IS  SEEKING 
a  person  to  fill  the  position  of  director  of  Christian 
education  and  youth  ministries.  Send  resume  by 
Aug  10.  1985,  to  Dr  H  R.  Biederman,  408  11th  St. 
Box  668,  Worthington,  MN  56187  


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references.  7 
Whooping  Crane,  Rockport,  TX  78382. 


FOR  SALE:  44-PASSENGER,  automatic-trans¬ 
mission  Ford  school  bus.  Has  60-gallon  regular  gas 
tank  Good  paint  job.  Overhead  interior  storage 
racks  New  engine  with  no  miles!  Runs  good! 
513.000  firm.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sher¬ 
man.  TX  (214)893-6514. 
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Fundamentalism  changes  Egypt 


By  STEVE  RODAN 
Religious  News  Service 

CAIRO,  Egypt— Fashions  have  changed  in  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  capital:  The  look  has  gone  from  Western  chic  to  Is¬ 
lamic  casual. 

Where  five  years  ago  young  women  still  wore  tight 
jeans,  today  they  prefer  robes.  Many  of  the  same  wom¬ 
en  who  sported  the  latest  Parisian  look  now  cover  their 
hair  and  often  their  faces. 

Young  men  have  switched  from  Jordache  to  robes, 
from  squarebacks  to  covering  their  heads  with  large 
knitted  skullcaps.  Beards  now  cover  most  of  their  faces. 

The  return  of  this  ancient  dress  is  just  one  facet  of  the 
rise  of  Islamic  fundamentalism  in  Egypt,  where  an  in¬ 
creasing  number  of  people  are  clamoring  for  an  Islamic 
state. 

In  recent  months  the  fundamentalists  have  staged 
large  demonstrations  against  the  policies  of  President 
Hosni  Mubarak’s  government.  The  protests  remind 
some  diplomats  of  the  actions  against  the  Shah  of  Iran 
before  he  was  overthrown. 

Throughout  Egypt’s  short  history  as  an  independent 
state,  devout  Moslems  have  lobbied  for  a  theocracy. 

The  difference  this  time  is  that  the  proponents  are 
mostly  young  university-educated  former  secularists 
who  now  have  entered  many  areas  of  government  and 
even  the  armed  forces. 

Many  of  the  new  Islamic  militants  are  children  of 
leading  members  of  Egyptian  society.  These  young  peo¬ 
ple  have  rejected  both  Western  and  Communist  values 
as  a  model  for  Egypt. 

What  is  most  worrisome  for  Egyptian  officials  is  that 
today’s  fundamentalists  have  no  respect  for  the  country’s 
spiritual  leaders,  who  are  supported  by  the  government. 

“They  essentially  see  all  the  Moslem  institutions  in 
Egypt  as  sellouts,”  said  Sana  Hassan,  an  Egyptian  soci¬ 
ologist  who  has  studied  fundamentalism.  “They  call 
them  pulpit  parrots.  They  refuse  any  compromise  with 
that  leadership.” 

Egypt’s  failed  attempts  with  both  the  policies  of  East 
and  West  have  been  the  main  causes  of  Islam’s  sharp 
rise  in  prominence,  observers  say. 

In  1967,  the  country  was  defeated  by  Israel  and  lost 
the  Sinai,  a  defeat  that  many  Egyptians  attribute  to  the 
socialist  and  secular  pan- Arab  policies  of  the  late  Presi¬ 
dent  Gamal  Abdel  Nasser. 


Fourteen  years  later,  the  corruption  of  President  An¬ 
war  Sadat’s  family  discredited  his  capitalist,  pro-West¬ 
ern  policies. 

Islam  holds  answer 

Miss  Hassan  said  more  and  more  Egyptians  had 
turned  to  Islam  as  the  answer.  Thus,  today,  "I  think  they 
(fundamentalists)  have  a  large  appeal  even  if  they  don’t 
have  enough  people  to  die  for  their  cause,”  she  said. 

But  such  sacrifices  haven’t  been  needed  for  the  funda¬ 
mentalists’  current  success  in  undoing  many  of  the  re¬ 
forms  instituted  in  the  last  decade. 

For  example,  last  May,  President  Mubarak  brought 
back  the  Sharia,  Moslem  law,  for  family  issues.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  women  no  longer  have  the  right  to  alimony;  men 
can  return  to  polygamy;  and  custody  of  children  can  no 
longer  be  given  to  the  women. 

Feminists  said  that  even  while  the  recently  abrogated 
laws  were  in  effect,  many  judges  refused  to  carry  them 
out. 

“The  Egyptian  women,  the  avant-garde  of  the  Arabic 
women,  have  become  the  rear  guard,”  said  Nawal 
Saadawi,  a  leading  Egyptian  feminist. 

As  part  of  their  drive  to  establish  an  Islamic  state, 
fundamentalists  also  want  to  change  the  status  of  the 
country’s  non-Moslems.  Always  considered  as  full  citi¬ 
zens  under  Egyptian  law,  Egypt’s  8  million-member 
Coptic  minority  would  be  labeled  inferior  residents  un¬ 
able  to  vote  or  be  allowed  to  sue  Moslems. 

“They  (fundamentalists)  are  growing,  growing,  grow¬ 
ing,”  said  Bishop  Gregorius,  the  second  highest-ranking 
prelate  in  the  Coptic  Church.  “And  they  are  spreading.” 

Numbers  unknown 

The  most  frustrating  part  for  the  government  is  that  it 
has  no  idea  how  widespread  the  Islamic  militants  are.  As 
a  result,  effective  countermeasures  have  been  useless. 

In  1974,  under  President  Anwar  Sadat,  the  militants 
took  over  a  military  college  and  then  tried  to  assassi¬ 
nate  him  as  he  spoke  in  parliament. 

In  1977,  an  Islamic  militant  group  called  Repentance 
and  Holy  Flight  held  the  minister  of  religious  endearment 
hostage  for  the  release  of  their  imprisoned  colleagues. 

In  1981,  an  elite  army  unit  on  parade  killed  Mr.  Sadat. 

More  recently,  a  government  prosecutor  imprisoned 


Baha’i  leaders,  saying  their  religion  was  illegal.  Western 
attaches  suggested  that  was  another  example  of  a  power¬ 
ful  official  acting  out  his  militant  fundamentalist  beliefs. 

“No  one  really  knows  how  far  up  in  the  government 
these  people  have  gotten,"  one  attache  said. 

President  Mubarak’s  policy  toward  the  fundamental¬ 
ists  has  differed  from  that  of  his  predecessors. 

President  Nasser  tortured  and  killed  many  of  his  Is¬ 
lamic  opponents.  President  Sadat  befriended  them  as  he 
consolidated  power  but  imprisoned  them  once  they  be¬ 
gan  to  assert  their  demands. 

Egypt’s  current  leadership  has  allowed  the  fundamen¬ 
talists  to  come  out  in  the  open.  They  are  permitted  to  run 
for  parliament  and  allowed  to  publish  newspapers. 

Believers  remain  secretive 

Still,  most  fundamentalists  remain  extremely  secre¬ 
tive.  Those  who  have  studied  the  militants  say  they  are 
organized  in  cells,  headed  by  a  sheikh. 

As  in  pre-revolutionary  Iran,  the  religious  leaders  re¬ 
cord  and  distribute  audio  tapes  in  which  they  rail 
against  Zionism,  secularism  and  the  United  States. 
Many  of  the  militants  live  in  Cairo’s  sprawling  and  still 
rural  suburbs. 

Sociologist  Hassan  said  she  was  not  sure  whether 
President  Mubarak’s  liberal  approach  to  the  fundamen¬ 
talists  would  tarns,  their  demands.  If  recent  develop¬ 
ments  are  any  indication,  the  answer,  according  to 
many  analysts,  is  no. 

Islamic  militants  have  scheduled  nearly  weekly  dem¬ 
onstrations  to  demand  the  complete  adoption  of  Islamic 
law.  Other  demonstrations  demand  that  Egypt  refrain 
from  warming  its  ties  with  Israel. 

And  the  demonstrations  grow  larger.  One  leading  Is¬ 
lamic  militant,  Sheikh  Hafez  Salameh,  has  attempted  to 
rally  his  followers  to  call  for  the  downfall  of  the  Mu¬ 
barak  government. 

So,  in  the  past  weeks,  the  government  and  militants 
have  been  at  a  standoff.  Security  is  even  tighter  than 
usual.  Soldiers  stand  guard  on  every  street  corner  in 
Cairo’s  wealthy  and  business  sections,  as  well  as  in  front 
of  every  building  of  value. 

Authorities  have  banned  all  demonstrations  by  the 
militants. 

Said  one  diplomat  in  Cairo,  “This  regime  does  not  feel 
secure.” 


rural  America 

farmland  has  fallen  28  percent  since  a 
1981  peak. 

The  possible  loss  of  20  percent  of  the 
family  farmers  from  the  Farm  Belt  is  no 
longer  rhetoric.  The  experts  agree  that 
the  crisis  in  rural  America  will  not  end 
either  quickly  or  easily. 

The  Rev.  Gary  Schlosser,  the  Eiltses’ 
pastor  at  the  Central  City  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  told  the  annual  conference, 
“Farming  is  no  longer  a  way  of  life  but  a 
business.  We  are  in  a  crisis  of  the  human 
spirit  stemming  from  a  re-orientation  of 
values  and  a  time  of  transition  for  rural 
Nebraska.” 

Mr.  Schlosser  is  a  member  of  the  In¬ 
terchurch  Ministries  of  Nebraska  Farm 
Crisis  Council.  This  ecumenical  council 
sponsors  the  Farm  Crisis  Hotline,  a  tele¬ 
phone  counseling  service  and  network, 
based  at  the  Center  for  Rural  Affairs. 

The  Nebraska  conference  gave  $7,500 
last  year  as  seed  money  for  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Supported  by  the  legal  services  of 
lawyer  Kathleen  Severns  and  a  team  of 
10  field  staff  members  across  the  state, 
the  hotline  has  responded  to  needs  of  825 
first-time  callers  since  October  1984 

Victims  offer  help 

A  caller  is  referred  to  one  of  several 
field  staff  members,  all  of  whom  have 
been  through,  or  are  in,  bankruptcy 
themselves.  The  staff  members  provide 
legal,  financial  and  emotional  assistance. 

Judy  Dye,  a  United  Methodist  and  a 
hotline  staff  member,  reported  that  95 
percent  of  the  inquiries  come  from  men 
between  45  and  60.  Most  calls  are  specif¬ 
ic  legal  questions  and  begin,  “The  bank 
is  foreclosing  on  my  farm,”  she  said. 

“Go  beyond  hearing  and  listening,” 
Mr.  Eilts  told  the  members  of  the  con¬ 
ference.  “Give  of  yourselves  to  a  people 
who  are  silently  and  painfully  awaiting 
your  embrace.” 

Mr.  Gangler  is  director  of  communica¬ 
tions.  Nebraska  Annual  Conference. 


Down  on  farm 

Depressed  agricultural  economy  makes  life  hard  in 


By  DANIEL  R.  GANGLER 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

LINCOLN,  Neb  — Being  a  farmer  to¬ 
day  is  waking  up  every  morning  to  know 
your  interest  owed  has  increased  by  $100 
during  the  night. 

It  is  working  so  hard  your  children  be¬ 
come  strangers. 

It  is  putting  your  arms  around  a  sob¬ 
bing  neighbor  whose  machinery  is  disap¬ 
pearing  down  the  road  after  a  farm  sale. 


BIRMINGHAM,  England— The  British 
Methodist  Conference  has  inducted  its 
first  black  vice  president.  He  is  Leon 
Murray,  47,  who  came  to  Britain  from 
Jamaica,  24  years  ago. 

His  induction  June  28  as  Methodism’s 
leading  lay  person  was  hailed  by  the  600 
conference  members  at  their  annual 
meeting  as  a  clear  message  to  blacks 
that  they  have  an  increasingly  important 
part  to  play  in  the  life  of  the  British 
churches. 

Mr.  Murray,  a  toolmaker  by  trade  and 
a  trade-union  activist,  made  it  clear  in  a 
challenging  speech  that  British  church¬ 
men  and  women  have  been  discriminat¬ 
ing  against  blacks  as  much  as  anyone. 
He  said  the  black  community  in  Britain 
had  felt  threatened  by  a  “great  bom¬ 
bardment”  of  prejudice  from  all  sides. 

Mr.  Murray  maintained  that  the  only 
society  left  over  the  years  for  blacks  to 
turn  to— the  church— had  not  wanted 
them. 

“Surely,”  he  said,  “the  church,  which 
for  centuries  sent  missionaries  to  their 
countries,  would  accept  them.  But  it  can 
now  be  said,  they  came  unto  their  own, 
but  their  own  did  not  accept  them.” 

Mr.  Murray  told  the  conference  that 
during  the  great  two-decade  black  migra¬ 
tion  to  Britain— between  1949  and  1970 — 


It  is  feeling  the  sweat  trickle  down  your 
back  during  the  funeral  of  a  farmer  friend 
whose  stress  has  resulted  in  suicide. 

That  testimony  of  farmer  Bob  Eilts 
(pronounced  “aisles”)  of  Central  City, 
Neb.,  was  heard  by  1,000  members  of  the 
Nebraska  Annual  Conference  during  a 
special  night  session  qn  the  rural  crisis. 

Unless  something  unexpected  hap¬ 
pens,  Mr.  Eilts  said  he  and  his  wife,  Car¬ 
ol,  expect  to  lose  their  farm  next  year. 


the  majority  of  church  people  had  not 
wanted  to  know  about  the  newcomers’ 
sufferings. 

Instead,  he  said,  a  mass  exodus  by 
whites  from  the  inner-city  churches  left 
behind  communities  of  the  old  and  very 
young  and  poor  and  black  people. 

He  said  the  world  would  not  experi¬ 
ence  peace  until  all  people  were  free 
from  exploitation  and  oppression  and  en¬ 
slavement. 

The  greatest  indictment  against  the 
majority  of  churches  is  their  stand— or 
lack  of  one— on  the  many  problems  fac¬ 
ing  the  poor  and  deprived,  he  said. 

Christians  stood  in  need  of  libera¬ 
tion— “liberation  from  our  own  self-im¬ 
posed  neutrality,”  Mr.  Murray  declared. 
He  said  that  many  of  the  evil  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  world  are  being  propped  up 
by  Britain,  Western  Europe,  North 
America  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

“The  financial  institutions  of  these 
countries  continue  to  finance  systems 
and  institutions  in  the  poor  countries  of 
the  world  that  keep  millions  enslaved 
and  condemned  to  early  death,”  the  new 
vice  president  said. 

"We  are  the  beneficiaries  of  the  sweat 
and  tears  of  the  poor  and  the  deprived, 
since  they  work  in  conditions  less  than 
human  in  order  that  we  may  have  better 
and  better  living  standards.” 


Mr.  Eilts  said  he  believes  his  life  and 
cultural  heritage  are  slipping  silently, 
steadily  and  relentlessly  away. 

Hundreds  of  similar  stories 

The  Eilts  family’s  story  is  similar  to 
the  tale  of  hundreds  of  United  Methodist 
farmers  in  Nebraska. 

According  to  University  of  Nebraska 
agricultural  economist  Paul  Gessaman, 
“Financial  conditions  on  farms  in  Ne¬ 
braska  are  severe.  Conservative  ana¬ 
lyses  are  that  at  least  10  percent  of  the 
farms  will  fail  in  the  next  two  years  due 
to  their  inability  to  meet  financial  obli¬ 
gations.  Some  say  the  figure  will  be 
much  closer  to  25  percent.” 

The  Farmers  Home  Administration, 
the  federal  lending  agency  for  farmers 
who  have  difficulty  getting  credit  from 
commercial  lenders,  reports  that  23  per¬ 
cent  of  its  Nebraska  borrowers  are  be¬ 
hind  in  their  payments. 

The  Nebraska  conference  unanimously 
approved  a  $90,000  Rural  Crisis  Response 
program  for  1986  and  committed  itself  to 
providing  immediate  and  long-term  spiri¬ 
tual,  social  and  public  policy  support  for 
those  in  rural  economic  crisis.  Immediate 
needs  will  be  met  through  conference  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  giving. 

The  program  will  provide  $10,000  to 
fund  the  Farm  Crisis  Hotline  and  will  en¬ 
courage  local  churches  to  participate 
with  other  community  and  ecumenical 
groups  in  providing  workshops  to  aid  ru¬ 
ral  families. 

The  program  will  promote  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  support  groups  and  community 
action  groups  to  assist  with  people’s 
needs  for  food,  utilities,  medical  care, 
livestock  feed  and  other  essentials. 

The  Rural  Crisis  Response  will  estab¬ 
lish  educational  procedures  to  address 
state,  national  and  international  agricul¬ 
tural  policies  through  the  Interchurch 
Ministries  of  Nebraska  Farm  Crisis 
Council. 

The  University  of  Nebraska  reports 
that  the  average  value  of  Nebraska 
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Family  launches  'offensive'1  to  free  Beirut  captives 

CHICAGO — Mae  Mihelich  and  Sue  Franceschini  (back  to  camera),  sisters 
of  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Jenco,  embrace  following  a  July  4  news  conference. 
The  Jenco  family  announced  a  new  “offensive”  to  free  their  relative  and  six 
other  Americans  still  held  hostage  in  Beirut.  Mr.  Jenco  was  abducted  in  Jan¬ 
uary  on  his  way  to  work  as  head  of  Catholic  Relief  Services  in  Beirut. 


Free  Methodists  take 
tough  abortion  stand 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WINONA  LAKE,  Ind.-The  Free 
Methodist  Church  of  North  America 
strengthened  its  opposition  to  abortion  at 
its  30th  General  Conference. 

Delegates  to  the  June  28-July  5  meet¬ 
ing  voted  to  remove  phrases  from  previ¬ 
ous  church  documents  that  justified 
abortions  performed  to  preserve  “the 
sanity”  of  a  pregnant  woman. 

The  300  delegates  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  highest  legislative  body  represent 
nearly  half  a  million  Free  Methodists  in 
more  than  20  countries.  The  church  has 
about  70,000  members  in  North  America. 

Words  go  into  Discipline 

The  new  anti-abortion  statement  is  to 
be  included  in  the  Discipline,  the  denom¬ 
ination's  book  of  laws  and  procedures 
published  every  four  years  following  the 
General  Conference.  The  new  document 
reaffirms  a  previous  declaration  that 
“induced  abortion  is  the  intentional  de¬ 
struction  of  human  life."  It  leaves  as  the 
only  “justifiable”  reason  for  abortion 
that  of  an  "extreme  circumstance  ...  to 
save  the  life  of  the  pregnant  woman.” 

The  new  statement  says:  "Abortion, 
when  it  serves  the  ends  of  population  or 
birth  control,  personal  preference  or 
convenience,  social  or  economic  securi¬ 
ty,  must  be  considered  as  selfish  and  ma¬ 
licious.” 

Smut  denounced 

The  125-year-old  denomination’s  gov¬ 
erning  body  also  issued  a  strong  denunci¬ 
ation  of  pornography  in  a  statement 
protesting  “the  production  and  dissemi¬ 
nation  of  obscene  materials  and  their 
easy  availability  in  our  communities 
through  general  bookstores,  adult  book¬ 
stores,  X-rated  movies,  etc.” 

"We  believe  these  materials  are  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  undermining  of  our  soci¬ 
ety,"  the  statement  said,  “as  indicated 
by  the  increasing  number  of  out-of-wed- 
lock  teen-age  pregnancies,  many  subse¬ 
quent  abortions,  transmission  of  sexual 
diseases,  child  prostitution,  sexual  as¬ 
saults  on  women  and  children,  and  a 
general  demeaning  of  persons. 

“We  urge  our  people  to  combat  this 

Dear  Deborah 


evil  by  screening  television  programs, 
teaching  our  children  to  recognize  the 
degrading  effects  of  these  materials  on 
morals  and  boycotting  stores  that  sell 
and  companies  that  sponsor  any  form  of 
obscene  materials.” 

The  conference  urged  pastors  to  pro¬ 
mote  awareness  of  the  problem  and 
asked  church  members  to  use  "voice  and 
vote”  in  their  communities  to  ensure  en¬ 
forcement  of  laws  and  reform  in  the  me¬ 
dia. 

Delegates  reaffirmed  support  of  "life¬ 
long  faithfulness  in  marital  relation¬ 
ships."  The  conference  made  statements 
on  divorce  and  remarriage  more  "re¬ 
demptive.” 

‘Liberal’  view  on  divorce  taken 

Church  media  relations  director  David 
Dischman  said  the  church  moved  to  a 
"more  conservative”  stand  on  divorce 
but  took  a  “more  liberal”  view  on  re¬ 
marriage. 

The  conference  declared  that  there 
are  "no  biblical  grounds”  for  divorce. 
Previously,  the  church  regarded  adul¬ 
tery  by  one  of  the  partners  as  a  biblical 
justification  for  divorce. 

But  the  conference,  while  deeming  di¬ 
vorce  sinful,  said  it  was  not  an  unpar¬ 
donable  sin  and  that  divorced  people 
should  be  allowed  to  remarry. 

The  conference  soundly  defeated  a 
move  to  rescind  the  church’s  1979  action 
admitting  women  to  ordination  as  elder, 
the  highest  ministerial  rank  in  the  church. 


Temperance  stand  removed 

Statements  discouraging  alcohol  and 
tobacco  use  by  Free  Methodists  were 
taken  out  of  the  church’s  constitution  but 
will  remain  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

Action  on  a  possible  move  of  the 
70,000-member  church's  Winona  Lake 
headquarters  to  another  city  was  post¬ 
poned  until  the  next  General  Conference, 
pending  completion  of  a  feasibility  study 
by  the  Board  of  Bishops  and  a  report  on 
that  study  to  the  Board  of  Administra¬ 
tion. 

The  conference  elected  two  new  bish¬ 
ops  and  re-elected  three  incumbents. 


Hispanic  con  ference 
celebrates  centennial 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas-The  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference  at  its  re¬ 
cent  yearly  session  celebrated  the  cen- 
tennial  of  Hispanic  Methodism  in 
Texas  and  Northern  Mexico. 

A  drama,  “Reviewing  the  Pages  of 
History”  by  Minerva  N.  Garza  depicted 
beginnings  of  Methodism  among  His- 
panics  in  Texas  and  Nothern  Mexico. 
The  story  started  with  organisation  of 
the  first  Spanish-speaking  conference 
in  November  1885  in  San  Antonio. 

Although  many  of  the  men  and  women 
who  played  an  active  part  in  the  history 
of  Hispanic  Methodism  were  poor  and 
unlettered,  they  had  great  faith  in  God 
and  believed  in  the  Bible,  the  story  said. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  centennial  cel- 
ebration  was  Bishop  Elias  Galvan 
(Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Area),  the  first  Hispan¬ 
ic  United  Methodist  bishop. 

"How  good  that  we  can  celebrate 
this  centennial.  In  this  way  we  can 
jnake  history,  for  a  people  without  his¬ 
tory  is  condemned  to  repeat  itself.” 

•  Bishop  Galvan  compared  the  geneal¬ 
ogy  in  the  first  chapter  of  Matthew 
with  the  list  of  Hispanic  heroes  and 
heroines  mentioned  in  the  dramatic 
presentation  of  the  history  of  Hispanic 
Methodist  Church  in  Texas  and  Mexico. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Wonderful  words  of  life’ 
praises  biblical  messages 


Sing  them  over  again  to  me, 
Wonderful  words  of  life; 

Let  me  more  of  their  beauty  see, 
Wonderful  words  of  life; 

Words  of  life  and  beauty, 

Teach  me  faith  and  duty; 
Beautiful  words,  wonderful 
words. 

Wonderful  words  of  life. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Philip  P.  Bliss  wrote  both  words  and 
music  for  this  joyful  song  about  God's 
Word— the  Bible.  The  lilt  of  the  tune  re¬ 
flects  the  abounding  joy  of  the  words,  the 
"wonderful  words  of  life.” 

Born  in  a  log  cabin  in  Clearfield  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pa.,  Mr.  Bliss  left  home  at  age  11  to 
work  in  lumber  camps.  He  was  convert¬ 
ed  at  age  12  and  joined  the  Baptist 
church  near  Elk  Run,  Pa. 

In  his  early  years  his  musical  talents 
were  very  evident,  and  he  became  an  ea¬ 
ger  student,  attending  singing  schools  as 
often  as  possible.  With  a  new  wife,  his 
horse  named  Fanny  and  a  $20  reed  or¬ 
gan,  he  set  out  at  age  22  as  a  profession¬ 
al  music  teacher. 

He  taught  singing  schools,  held  musi¬ 
cal  conventions  and  began  writing  songs. 
His  enthusiastic  personality  and  his 
growing  musical  ability  made  him  ex¬ 


ceedingly  popular.  His  services  as  a  mu¬ 
sic  teacher  were  much  in  demand. 

In  1874  Mr.  Bliss  wrote  “Wonderful 
Words  of  Life"  for  the  first  issue  of  a 
Sunday-school  paper  published  by  Flem¬ 
ing  H.  Revell  in  New  York  City.  The 
same  year,  at  the  urging  of  the  evange¬ 
list  Dwight  L.  Moody  and  other  friends, 
Mr.  Bliss  gave  up  his  singing  schools  and 
became  a  singing  evangelist,  traveling 
with  Maj.  D.  W.  Whittle. 

In  two  years  Mr.  Whittle  and  Mr.  Bliss 
conducted  25  revivals  in  10  states  with 
great  success.  In  December  1876,  after 
Christmas  holidays  with  his  family  in 
Rome,  Pa.,  Mr.  Bliss  and  his  wife  left  for 
Chicago  for  an  engagement  in  Moody’s 
Tabernacle  the  following  Sunday. 

As  the  train  crossed  a  ravine  ap¬ 
proaching  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  the  cast  iron 
bridge  gave  way,  seven  cars  plunged 
into  the  icy  river  bed,  and  the  wreckage 
burst  into  flames.  Mr.  Bliss  survived  the 
fall  and  escaped  through  a  window.  He 
returned  to  the  wreckage  in  a  desperate 
attempt  to  rescue  his  wife,  and  both  per¬ 
ished  in  the  fire. 

Among  the  many  hymn  tunes  that  Mr. 
Bliss  composed  are  "I  Gave  My  Life  for 
Thee"  and  "It  Is  Well  with  My  Soul.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Break  Thou  the  Bread  of  Life" 


Wtiat  can  I  do 

Dear  Deborah: 

Do  you  ever  find  that  you  go  through 
periods  when  guilt  seems  to  become 
overwhelming?  I  do. 

I  suppose  I  am  not  feeling  very  happy 
with  myself  during  these  periods  in 
many  areas  of  my  life— love  life,  work, 
accomplishments  at  home— but  I  can  at 
times  become  very  aware  of  the  omis¬ 
sions  I’ve  committed. 

Examples:  I’ve  not  complimented  the 
person  who  has  done  a  good  job  at  work. 
I’ve  forgotten  a  birthday.  I’ve  not  sent  a 
thank  you  note  for  the  gift  received  last 
week,  or  I’ve  neglected  to  write  a  note  to 
the  friend  who  wrote  to  me. 

Why  do  I  fall  into  these  patterns? 
What  can  I  do  to  avoid  them? 

Help! 

George 

First  off,  you  ought  to  be  grateful 
for  this  kind  of  guilt  problem!  It  is 
one  that  can  be  changed  and  rather 
easily,  believe  it  or  not. 

You  are  aware  of  your  problem, 
and  you  want  to  change,  and  that  is 
three-fourths  of  the  answer. 

“ Patterns "  is  a  good  word  to  de¬ 
scribe  your  situation.  You  need  to 
develop  new  patterns  of  behavior. 

How?  Set  aside  an  hour  or  so  each 
week,  and  make  your  self  act  upon 
at  least  one  of  your  “ omissions .” 
Usually  when  you  get  one  done,  it 
becomes  easy  to  do  a  second  and  a 


to  avoid  guilt 

third.  Getting  started  is  the  tough 
part. 

You  can  help  in  this  sort  of  disci¬ 
pline  by  having  a  place  where  you 
keep  stationery,  cards,  etc.  and  by 
having  the  time  set  in  relationship 
to  something  else  you  do  weekly 
such  as  after  attending  church  or 
even  cutting  the  grass  (if  you  have 
such  and  if  it  is  summer  time.) 

In  other  words,  do  everything  you 
can  think  of  to  make  the  new  disci¬ 
pline  easy  and  unavoidable.  Try  it. 
It  may  surprise  you  how  easy  it  can 
be  if  done  promptly. 

Dear  Deborah: 

Sometimes  I  cannot  remember  things 
very  well.  I  feel  guilty  and  embarrassed 
when  that  happens. 

How  do  I  deal  with  this  problem?  I  am 
reluctant  to  be  with  groups  of  people  be¬ 
cause  of  it. 

Miss  L. 

Dear  Miss  L. 

Meet  a  fellow  sufferer!  Almost  ev¬ 
eryone  has  experienced  this  prob¬ 
lem,  but  some  of  us  suffer  more 
than  others  because  of  some  physi¬ 
cal  or  mental  block  over  which  we 
have  little  control. 

The  more  anxious  you  become 
about  this  problem,  the  worse  it  will 
become.  Relax.  Your  friends  will  for¬ 
give  any  lapses  and  even  help  you 
to  remember  when  they  can. 


feelings? 

As  to  others,  how  much  does  it 
really  matter?  It  is  much  more  im¬ 
portant  that  you  keep  up  social  con¬ 
tact,  that  you  go  into  groups  as 
much  as  possible  and  keep  active. 

Some  studies  suggest  that  our 
brains  are  quite  able  to  retrain 
themselves  after  we  have  allowed 
them  to  be  lazy  about  memory,  if  la¬ 
ziness  about  trying  to  remember  is 
our  problem. 

If  this  experience  grows  notice¬ 
ably  worse  in  the  coming  months,  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  see  your 
doctor  and  to  ask  for  a  physical  ex¬ 
amination.  You  could  be  dealing 
with  something  you  cannot  control 
no  matter  how  hard  you  may  try. 

If  it  is  such,  then  move  ahead  as 
best  you  can.  with  God’s  help. 


Foem  of  the  week 

Wings 

My  spirit  soars 

Above  the  roar  of  life’s  hard  tasks. 

And  more 
Than  that 

Thy  Presence  brings 
Upon  the  wings  of  prayer. 

A  song  to  sing 
In  everything 
God  asks. 

-REBECCA  SYMON 


Peoples  Community  Center 

2019  Simon  Bolivar  —  New  Orleans,  La.  70113 

Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr.  —  Superintendent 


From  The  Superintendent 


‘History’ 

Peoples  Methodist  Community  Center 
had  its  Historic  Beginning  in  1920.  The 
need  for  a  ministry  to  care  for  the  needy 
children  in  the  inner  city  was  first  visu¬ 
alized  by  Bishop  Elijah  Jones.  After  his 
tenure  was  consummated,  Bishop  Jones 
appointed  Rev.  J.  C.  Calvin  who  began  a 
program  which  involved  a  Well  Baby 
Clinic  which  had  probably  fulfilled  the 
greatest  need  for  this  community  at  that 
time.  There  were  three  persons  who  ran 
the  program,  Rev.  J.  C.  Calvin,  a  Social 
Worker  and  a  Registered  Nurse.  It  was 
they  who  administered  this  service  to  the 
needy  mothers  of  this  community. 

Rev.  Calvin  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  W. 
T.  Handy,  Sr,  who  redesigned  the  clinic 
concept  to  accommodate  mothers  who 
were  employed.  It  was  also  a  place  for 
mothers  to  leave  their  children  as  they 
sought  employment.  It  was  during  Rev. 
Handy’s  tenure  that  The  Peoples  Com¬ 
munity  Center  became  a  member  of  the 
community  chest  which  ultimately  be¬ 
came  The  United  Way  for  Greater  New 
Orleans.  That  relationship  is  still  viable. 

Presently,  the  center  has  a  license  ca¬ 
pacity  for  one  hundred  thirty-two  (132) 
children  ranging  in  ages  from  eighteen 
months  to  five  years.  The  fees  that  we 
received  are  based  on  a  sliding  scale. 
That  scale  reflects  the  family  income 
and  number  for  that  family  which  deter¬ 
mines  what  the  cost  will  be.  The  major¬ 
ity  of  our  children  come  from  one  parent 
domiciles.  Consequently,  a  single  parent 
usually  employed  in  a  low  paying  scale 
position,  only  contributes  a  small  portion 
of  the  actual  cost  it  requires  to  maintain 
a  child  in  our  program.  So  then,  we  de¬ 
pend  largely  on  private  donations  and 
some  state  assistance  to  maintain  our 
children  at  the  center. 


Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr. 


In  the  near  future,  we  look  forward  to 
expanding  our  program  in  Day  Care  to 
reach  the  number  of  132  and  our  hope  is 
to  develop  seminars  and  workshops  for 
our  parents  so  that  they  will  become 
more  aware  of  the  good  parenting  skills 
required  to  effectively  rear  their  chil¬ 
dren.  Programs  of  the  center  consists  of 
three:  (l)Day  Care,  (2)  Summer  Camp 
and  (3)  Evening  Extended  Day  Care. 

Finally,  we  are  privileged  to  have 
such  a  capable  and  dedicated  staff  of 
day  care,  and  supportive  staff  workers. 
Many  have  worked  at  Peoples  a  number 
of  years  and  they  provide  excellent  care 
for  a  population  who  sometimes  feels 
that  the  odds  are  against  them.  It  is  our 
hope  that  we  can  make  a  difference  in 
the  child  care  ministry  in  this  city,  as 
parents  and  children  reach  out  for  mean¬ 
ing  to  a  very  complex  world  around 
them  and  finds  a  caring  ministry  of  lov¬ 
ing  people. 

Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr.  I 


The  Administrative  Staff 


The  administrative  staff:  from  left  to  right,  Deborah  Cunningham  —  Cafeteria 
Manager;  Geraldine  Johnson  —  acting  head  teacher;  Rosalind  Cook  —  Receptionist; 
Cheryl  Grant  —  Bookkeeper;  in  the  back  —  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr.  —  Superinten¬ 
dent. 


Medical  Services 


Peoples  maintains  a  physician  on  call 
along  with  two  visiting  staff  nursing  per¬ 
sonnel  for  our  children’s  health  care. 
Speech  and  hearing  examinations  are 


provided  by  the  La.  State  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  In  the  fall,  a  new  health  and  acci¬ 
dent  coverage  program  will  be  into 
effect  for  all  the  children  enrolled  in  the 
center. 
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Activities  Of  The  Center 

i 


Peoples  provides  year  round  activities 
for  the  children  which  consist  of  field* 
trips,  picnics,  movies,  visits  to  zoos,  na¬ 
ture  centers  and  museums,  etc.  This 
broadens  and  increases  the  horizons  of 
knowledge  and  awareness  of  the  chil¬ 
dren.  It  also  develops  the  children’s  cog¬ 
nitive  senses  to  the  point  where  they  are 


inquiring  and  seeking  answers  to  a  world 
that  some  have  never  been  exposed  to. 

Collective  and  individual  activities  are 
routine  for  our  children.  On  a  daily  basis, 
our  routine  activities  develop  their  phys¬ 
ical  and  mental  attitudes  along  with 
their  muscular  coordination  and  mental 
alertness. 


—Intake  Services  — 


In  order  to  register  a  child  for  enroll¬ 
ment  into  the  day  care  program,  a  staff 
receptionist  issues  the  application  form 
and  requires  that  the  parent  produce  the 
following: 

(1)  Copy  of  child’s  birth  certificate. 

(2)  Child’s  immunization  card. 


(3)  Case  history,  and  other  information 
which  will  be  of  use  as  he  or  she  is  ad¬ 
mitted. 

We  have  an  open  enrollment  policy 
and  parents  come  to  us  on  a  first  come 
first  serve  basis.  The  center  is  open  from 
7:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 


Curriculum  Program 


Every  child  at  the  center  is  exposed  to 
the  language  arts  which  is  primarily 
done  through  story  telling,  games,  play 
and  listening  activities.  Math  and  sci¬ 
ence  experiences  are  a  regular  part  of 
the  daily  routine.  The  center  provides 


further  enrichment  experiences  in  fine 
arts,  drama,  music,  singing  and  dancing. 
An  over  all  curriculum  development  spe¬ 
cialist  is  employed  by  the  center  and 
plans  a  year  round  program  of  education 
which  is  proving  to  be  extremely  helpful 
to  our  children. 


left  and  Lena  Franklin,  right,  prepare  meals  for  the  day. 


Food  Service 


Because  we  are  a  licensed  Day  Care 
Center,  our  master  menus  are  provided 


by  the  state.  Each  meal  is  well  balanced 
and  contains  a  nutritional  component. 


This  is  where  we  work  and  play. 


“The  people  Story” 


We  learn  how  to  color. 


Rosalind  Cook  and  Cheryl  Grant  talk  over  Center’s  operations. 

- Clip  and  mail  to: - n 
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—  Please  send  me  further  information  on  Peoples  Community  Cen¬ 

ter. 

—  How  do  we  place  a  loved  one  or  a  friend  in  Peoples  Community 

Center? 

—  I  would  like  to  contribute  $ _ to  Peoples  Community  Cen¬ 

ter. 

Name  _ 

Address  _ _  _ _ _ 

City - state _ Zip _ 
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An  Immediate  Need  for  Volunteers 

Wesley  Community  Centers  in  San  Antonio.  Texas  had  a  barracks  building 
donated  to  the  Agency  a  few  months  ago  by  Lackland  Air  Base  The  stipulation 
fsthatit  should  be  in  working  order  within  6  months  after  it  was  moved  to  a 
vacant  lot  at  Wesley.  They  are  in  need  of  carpenters,  painters,  and  plumbers  to 
get  it  in  shape  to  use.  They  are  very  much  in  need  of  volunteers  this  summer  . 

8  The  building  will  be  used  for  an  Economic  Development  program  for  older 
women  to  start  a  business  and  earn  extra  income.  They  have  received  a  grant 
from  the  Women's  Division  for  this  project  and  are  anxious  to  get  the  program 

StaShouid  you  have  a  group  of  young  people  or  adults  in  your  church  who  would 

eniov  this  type  of  ministry,  contact:  ,  ..  n  „ 

Effie  Nell  Grimes,  Coordinator  of  Volunteers,  Wesley  Community  Cente  , 

1406  Fitch,  San  Antonio.  Texas. 


132  NUMBER  8 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  TX  75266-027! 
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The 

\ 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


The  radio  news  commentator  com¬ 
mitted  a  faux  pas.  Relating  the  fact  of 
President  Reagan’s  malignancy  he 
said,  “But  the  doctors  say  there 
should  be  no  concern.  President 
Reagan  will  be  alive  as  long  as  he 
lives.” 

I  hope  so!  For  him,  for  you,  and  for 
me,  I  hope  we  will  be  alive  as  long  as 
we  live. 

To  be  sure,  some  people  aren’t.  I 
know  several  people  who  are  still 
living  but  they  have  been  dead  many 


‘As  Long  As  We  Live’ 

years.  To  live  is  not  necessarily  to  be 
alive.  Life  has  no  excitement,  no  joy, 
no  meaning  unless  we  are  truly  alive, 
alive  to  the  frightening  wonderful 
world  around  us. 

I  personally  hope  I  can  die  when  I  m 
no  longer  alive  and  my  prayer  for  all 
of  us  is  that  we  shall  stay  alive  as  long 
as  we  live. 


Passage  of  All  Amendments  Seems  Certain 

®  Ratification  of  amendments  to  church  four-year  study  committee  to  elimi 


Pastors’  School  Is  A 
Great  Success 


Merit  Scholarship  Announced 


By  Rev.  Deborah  Drash 
St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Over  170  pastors  and  laity  gathered 
for  Pastor’s  School  at  The  Centenary 
College  Campus  in  Shreveport  July  8-11. 
The  week’s  theme  was  “Called  to  a  Min¬ 
istry  of  Word,  Sacrament  and  Order.” 
This  continuing  education  event  is  spon¬ 
sored  annually  by  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Inspiring  worship,  thought  provok¬ 
ing  seminars,  workshops  and  lectures 
challenged  participants  throughout  the 
week. 

Keynote  lecturers  were  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood  (of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference)  and  Dr.  William  Mount 
(Professor  of  Religion  and  Campus  Min¬ 
ister  at  Wofford  College,  Spartanburg, 
South  Carolina).  “Preaching  with  Pow¬ 
er”  was  the  focus  of  Underwood’s  daily 
lectures.  Drawing  upon  his  many  re¬ 
sources  as  a  Christian  and  a  pastor,  Un¬ 
derwood  stressed  the  importance  of  a 
preacher’s  diligent  preparation  of  heart 
and  mind  for  each  and  every  worship 
service.  “Preaching  the  good  news 
should  give  people  a  vision  and  let  them 
see  the  beauty  of  Jesus  and  the  gospel,” 
he  stressed.  Underwood  also  provided 
practical  applications  for  putting  a  ser¬ 
mon  together:  "Preachers  should  avoid 
jargon  and  unnecessary  verbiage  in  their 
sermons.  Say  it  so  a  congregation  can 
understand  it!!”  Underwood  encouraged 
preachers  to  experiment  with  various 
forms  and  styles  of  preaching  including 
doctrinal,  exegetical,  textual,  life  situa¬ 
tion,  prophetic,  and  current  event  ser¬ 
mons.  Paraphrasing  Theologian,  Karl 
Barth,  the  Bishop  challenged  the  capacr* 
ty  crowd,  "Every  minister  should  have  a 
Bible  in  one  hand  and  a  newspaper  in  the 
other  when  he  or  she  prepares  to  preach 
. . .  always  keep  in  mind  the  needs  of  the 
congregation  when  you  preach.” 

Dr.  Bill  Mount,  the  second  keynote 
speaker  challenged  pastors  and  laity 


alike  with  three  pressing  questions  which 
he  addressed  in  his  lecture  series:  “How 
do  we  use  the  Bible  as  an  authority?” 
Mount  provided  a  thorough  and  concise 
overview  of  Old  and  New  Testament  his¬ 
tory  in  light  of  how  our  scriptures  came 
to  be,  asking,  “How  do  we  read  the  Bi¬ 
ble?  And  who  are  we  when  we  proclaim 
this  gospel?” 

He  dealt  bountifully  with  how  various 
denominational  and  religious  traditions 
interpret  and  use  scripture.  These  tradi¬ 
tions  may  incorporate  many  of  the  same 
theological  and  scriptural  elements. 

Eight  guest  speakers  presented  Semi¬ 
nars  and  Workshops.  “The  Way  of  a  Pil¬ 
grim”  and  “The  Practice  of  the  Presence 
of  God”  was  presented  by  Dr.  David 
Trickett  and  he  explored  the  necessity  of 
spiritual  growth.  “The  Vital  Church  and 
"Organizing  for  Study,”  by  Dr.  John  Bra¬ 
den,  focused  upon  innovative  leadership 
in  the  local  church.  Dr.  Barrie  Richard¬ 
son  of  Centenary  shared  his  expertise  in 
the  area  of  creative  thinking  with  “Plan¬ 
ning  for  Planning”  and  “Creative  Think¬ 
ing:  Generating  Great  Ideas." 

Ms.  Cindy  Burbach  of  Communi-Skills, 
Associates,  Inc.  of  Baton  Rouge  led 
"Tips  for  Better  Writing”  and  “Keys  to 
Successful  Oral  Communication.”  Dr. 
Curtis  Chambers,  Director  of  The  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport’s 
Television  Ministry,  presented  “Commu¬ 
nication  in  the  Local  Church."  Dr.  J.  J. 
Caraway  provided  practical  tips  for 
“Planning  for  Retirement.”  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson  led  “Dealing  with  Issues:  Apply¬ 
ing  the  Faith”  which  focused  upon  cur¬ 
rent  controversial  topics  such  as 
abortion,  religious  sanctuary,  and  public 
education.  Dr.  Ken  Reed’s  workshop  was 
“Organizing  for  Visitation.” 

Inspirational  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vices  were  led  by  preachers  George  Cal¬ 
vin,  Carolyn  Brannon,  Chris  Andrews  and 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood. 


Ratification  of  amendments  to  church 
law  garnered  more  than  the  usual  dis¬ 
cussion  as  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  debated  the  status  of  diaconal 
ministers. 

One  of  three  amendments  presented 
for  ratification  would  make  diaconal 
ministers  members  of  their  respective 
annual  conferences  and  would  allow 
them  voice  and  vote  at  the  yearly  meet¬ 
ings.  At  press  time.  68  of  74  conferences 
in  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  had 
said  yes  to  the  proposal.  Another  six 
-  Alabama-West  Florida,  Missouri 
East,  South  Indiana,  North  Georgia,  New 
Mexico  and  Louisville  —  defeated  the 
proposal.  Alaska  Missionary  and  the  20 
Central  [overseas]  Conferences  will  con¬ 
vene  later  this  summer.  The  delegates  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference  approved  this 
amendment  with  465  voting  yes,  94 
against,  and  6  abstentions. 

The  status  of  diaconal  ministers  has 
become  a  widely  debated  issue  in  recent 
years.  Delegates  at  the  1984  General 
Conference  defeated  a  proposal  by  a 


four-year  study  committee  to  eliminate 
diaconal  minister  as  a  category  and  cre¬ 
ate  two  separate  but  equal  orders  of  or¬ 
dination  —  elders  and  deacons  —  as 
members  of  annual  conferences. 

Results  of  the  vote  from  each  confer¬ 
ence  must  be  forwarded  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  for  tabulation. 
The  amendments  will  be  ratified  upon 
announcement  by  the  council,  explained 
Bishop  Paul  Duffey,  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  council  secretary 

An  amendment  is  ratified  only  after  it 
receives  a  two-thirds  vote  from  the  "pres¬ 
ent  and  voting”  General  Conference 
delegates  (this  happened  at  last  year's 
quadrennial  meeting  in  Baltimore),  and 
is  affirmed  by  two-thirds  of  the  aggre¬ 
gate  number  of  annual  conference  dele¬ 
gates. 

The  other  two  proposed  amendments 
—  which  were  affirmed  by  all  confer¬ 
ences  reporting  -  would  clarify  wording 
introduced  into  the  constitution  when  the 
former  Evangelical  United  Brethren  and 
Methodist  churches  merged  as  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  1968. 


Rev.  Marie  Williams,  Dean  of  Pastors’ 
School,  welcomes  everyone. 


Dr.  Mount,  Bible  Teachers  discusses 
issue  with  minister. 


Yolanda  M.  O’Rourke 


The  "Merit  Scholarship”  is  awarded 
annually  to  selected  applicants  by  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry  in  the  amount  of  six  hundred 
dollars.  This  year  the  selection  commit¬ 
tee  and  the  board  are  pleased  to  make 
these  awards. 

There  were  two  persons  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  selected  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry  to  be 
the  recipients  of  the  board’s  "Merit 
Scholarship"  for  the  fall  of  1985.  They 
were: 


C.  Donald  Hale  Jr. 


Miss  Yolanda  M.  O’Rourke,  a  junior  at 
Dillard  University  who  is  preparing  for  a 
career  in  the  medical  profession  as  a 
physician.  Miss  O’Rourke  is  a  member  of 
the  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  and  her  pastor  is  the  Rev.  L. 
L.  Haynes,  Jr. 

Mr.  C.  Donald  Hale,  Jr.,  a  junior  at 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana,  is  pre¬ 
paring  for  a  career  in  a  church  related 
field  as  organist/accountant.  Donald  is  a 
member  of  the  Springhill  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  his  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Charles  B.  Humphreys. 


Lab  School  At  Mt.  Sequoyah 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  was 
well  represented  at  the  1985  Laboratory 
School  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Arkansas.  Rev.  James  Poole  of 
Natchitoches  was  the  director  for  this 
year’s  enterprise.  Others  on  the  staff 
were  Dr.  John  Braden,  Adult  Section 
Leader;  Mrs.  Nancy  Peace,  Audio-Visual 
Resource  Person;  Mrs.  Sue  Kamm,  Labs 


Assistant  in  Children’s  Section.  Rev.  Jer¬ 
ry  James  of  Golden  Meadow  and  Mrs. 
Lou  Montgomery  of  Baton  Rouge  were 
laboratory  participants. 

More  than  170  persons  were  present. 
Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly  will  figure 
prominently  in  the  training  and  prepara¬ 
tion  of  future  leaders  in  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation. 


Ministers  listen  carefully  to  lecture. 


EMLC  Informer 

‘The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  Missional  Priority  Funding’ 


Discipleship,  the  purpose  of  which  is 
found  within  the  expression  of  the  total 
mission  of  the  Church  outlined  in  the  ob¬ 
jectives  of  mission.  Its  primary  purpose 
shall  be  to  assist  Annual  Conferences, 
districts,  and  local  churches  in  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  win  persons  to  Jesus  Christ  as  his 
disciples  and  to  help  these  persons  to 
grow  in  their  understanding  of  God  that 
they  may  respond  in  faith  and  love,  to 
the  end  that  they  may  know  who  they 
are  and  what  their  human  situation 
means,  increasingly  identifying  them¬ 
selves  as  children  of  God  and  members 
of  the  Christian  community,  to  live  in  the 
Spirit  of  God  in  every  relationship,  to 
fulfill  their  common  discipleship  in  the 
world,  and  to  abide  in  the  Christian  hope. 

The  board  shall  work  with  persons  and 
through  structures,  such  as  districts  and 
Annual  Conferences,  to  lead  and  assist 
local  churches  in  becoming  communities 
of  growing  Christians,  celebrating  and 
communicating  the  redeeming  and  rec¬ 
onciling  love  of  God  as  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ  to  persons  of  every  age.  racial 
and  ethnic  background,  and  social  condi¬ 
tion,  and  to  advocate  and  encourage  the 
development  of  new  congregations. 

The  board  members  and  stafl  shall 


seek  to  fulfill  this  purpose  in  theory  and 
practice. 

Purpose:  The  criteria  designed  for 
Missional  Priority  Funding  through  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  can  be 
sighted  in  five  steps: 

The  Program /Project: 

1.  Must  keep  sharply  in  focus  the  de¬ 
veloping  and  strengthening  of  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church(es)  for  witness  and 
mission. 

2.  Must  focus  on  one  or  more  of  the  es¬ 
sential  services  provided  by  the  program 
areas  of  the  general  board  of  disciple¬ 
ship  (GBOD): 

Christian  Education  Worship 

United  Methodist  Men  Stewardship 

Ministry  of  the  Laity  Evangelism 

The  Upper  Room 

3.  Must  demonstrate  specific  ways  the 
local  church  is  involved  in  and  will  bene¬ 
fit  from  the  program. 

4.  Must  involve  ethnic  minority  church 
members  in  the  planning,  leadership  and 
decision  making. 

5.  Must  relate  to  annual  conference 
comprehensive  plan  for  the  missional 
priority. 

Provided  by  Rev.  Roger  Lathan, 
CCOM  Staff. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


Grace  UMC,  New  Orleans,  is  pres¬ 
ently  sponsoring  a  new  group  — 
“Young  At  Heart”  Senior  Citizen  Bible 
Class.  The  activities  include  worship, 
Bible  Study,  Recreation  and  prayer. 
The  group  meets  each  Wednesday  from 
10:a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

*  «  * 

The  congregation  of  FUMC,  Ham¬ 
mond,  held  the  opening  service  in  their 
new  church  plant  on  Sunday,  July  14th. 
The  facilities  include  a  new  sanctuary, 
children’s  building,  fellowship  hall  and 
adult  Sunday  School  classes,  all  located 
on  a  new  6  acre  plot  of  ground. 

*  *  * 

Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur, 
held  Vacation  Church  School  on  July 
22-26. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Laplace  and  Lasseigne  Me¬ 
morial  UMC,  will  participate  jointly  in 
a  Vacation  Church  School,  July  29-Au- 
gust  2nd. 

La.  Memorial  and  Port  Barre  UMC’s 
will  hold  Vacation  Bible  School  from 
July  29-August  2nd.  This  year  offers  to 
be  a  new  and  different  kind  of  Bible 


School  with  Grades  1  &  2;  Grades  3  &  4 
and  Grades  5  &  6  rotating  among  three 
sessions  each  day.  Rev.  Bill  McCut- 
cheon  is  pastor. 

St.  Timothy  UMC,  Mandeville  will 
have  its  Third  Annual  Wilderness  Ex¬ 
perience  on  August  14th-19th.  This 
year’s  group  will  spend  3  days  and  2 
nights  camping  and  canoeing  down  the 
Buffalo  River  in  Arkansas. 

The  youth  of  FUMC,  Mansfield,  re 
cently  held  a  carwash  in  the  back  park¬ 
ing  lot  of  the  church.  Well  over  $200. 
was  earned  and  will  be  applied  to  the 
summer  youth  trip. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Haynesville  recently  had  a 
reception  honoring  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
George  McVay.  There  was  a  large 
turnout  from  the  Church  and  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  the  receiving  line  were:  Mr 
&  Mrs.  Bob  Kahler,  representing  the 
Administrative ..  Board;  Rev.  &  Mrs. 
McVay,  and  Mr.'  &  Mrs.  Wilber  Lewis, 
representing  the  Pastor-Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee. 


St.  Francisville  UMC  recently  hosted 
an  appreciation  luncheon  for  the  Senior 
Citizens  of  St.  Francisville.  Members 
of  the  United  Methodist.  Baptist,  Epis¬ 
copal  and  Catholic  Churches  helped 
with  preparing  and  serving  the  food. 
Over  80  guests  attended.  Rev.  Harold 
B.  Babin  is  pastor. 

Lee’s  Landing  UMC  held  a  VCS  Open 
House  on  July  14.  Entertainment  was 
provided  by  clowns,  balloons,  games 
and  refreshments.  Rev.  William  Eu¬ 
banks  is  pastor 

Wesley  United  Campus  Ministry,  La¬ 
fayette,  co-sponsored  a  "Moslems  & 
Christians  in  Dialogue"  program  with 
the  Moslem  Student  Association  on 
July  19th.  Dr.  Rafil  Dhafil.  from  Syra¬ 
cuse  was  the  guest  speaker. 

The  Ohio  Boychoir  gave  a  concert  at 
University  Methodist  Church.  Baton 
Rouge  on  July  24.  The  choir  was  in 
town  for  the  opening  ceremonies  of  the 
National  Sports  Festival.  Rev.  J.  Philip 
Woodland  is  pastor. 


Metairie  UMC  will  welcome  a  group 
of  lay  people  from  around  the  state  of 
Louisiana  to  share  their  faith  during 
meetings  on  September  20-22.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  these  meetings  is  to  help  the 
church  grew  in  its  faith  and  its  expres¬ 
sion. 

FUMC,  Ethel  participated  in  an  old 
time  summer  picnic  on  July  21.  The  ac¬ 
tivity  included  homemade  ice  cream 
and  family  fun  along  with  entertain¬ 
ment  by  the  church  children. 

At  St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  Metairie,  the 
youth  choir  from  St.  Paul  UMC,  El  Do¬ 
rado,  Arkansas,  recently  gave  a  con¬ 
cert  in  the  sanctuary.  The  church 
members  welcomed  the  choir  members 
into  their  homes  for  the  night.  Rev. 
George  A.  Duerson  is  pastor  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew's. 

FUMC,  Haynesville  held  Vacation 
Bible  School  classes  from  July  22-26. 

Winbourne-Istrouma  UMC’s  held  Fit¬ 
ness  Classes  on  July  15-19  at  the 
churches. 


Appointment  Changes!! 


UNITED 


< 


Method* 

SOUTSiJI.  Ili 


On  the  Inside  .  .  . 

The  spirit  of  pride  of  the  5,000 
United  Methodist  men  that 
gathered  in  West  Lafayette, 
Ind.  for  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Congress  could  be  seen 
on  the  T-shirts  that  many  of 
them  wore.  See  page  4. 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  transfers  and 
appointments : 

Transferred  out  —  Don  Ray  Allen  (Elder 
in  Full  Connection)  to  —  Desert  South¬ 
west  Conference,  effective  July  1, 1985 
Transferred  in  —  Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr. 
(Elder  in  Full  Connection) 
from  —  Memphis  Conference,  and 
Appointed  to  —  Associate  Minister,  Ald- 
ersgate  Church,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District,  effective  July  1, 1985 
Transferred  in  —  McKinley  Franklin 


(Elder  in  Full  Connection) 

from  —  Northern  Illinois  Conference, 

and 

Appointed  to  —  Boynton  Charge,  New 
Orleans-Houma  District,  effective 
July  1, 1985. 

Appointed  —  Thurmond  Duke  (OD),  to 

North  Baton  Rouge  Charge,  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District,  effective 
August  1, 1985 

Appointed  —  Guy  West  (OD),  to  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  PROBE  Minis¬ 
try,  New  Orleans-Slidell  District,  ef¬ 
fective  July  1, 1985. 
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Editorials » . . 

Are  we  ready  to  face  adversity? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Capt  John  L.  Testrake,  pilot  of  hi¬ 
jacked  TWA  Flight  847,  recently  de¬ 
scribed  how  he  survived  the  17-day 
hostage  ordeal  (see  UMR,  July  19).  His 
words  gave  a  refreshing  and  instructive 
testimony. 

"A  long  time  ago  I  gave  my  affairs 
over  to  the  care  and  keeping  of  the 
Lord,"  Mr.  Testrake  told  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ripley,  N.Y., 
where  he  grew  up. 

“I  have  found  out  through  personal, 
actual  experience  down  through  the  years 
since,  that  He  does  indeed  keep  His 
promises,  that  He  does  hold  us  in  the  palm 
of  His  hand,  that  He  does  look  out  for 
us.” 

Mr.  Testrake  cited  a  Bible  verse  he 
read  during  his  captivity  that  confirmed 
that  faith:  ‘Be  strong  and  of  good  cour¬ 
age  For  it  is  the  Lord  who  goes  with 
you.  He  will  not  fail  nor  forsake  you." 
(Deuteronomy  31:6) 

Mr.  Testrake’s  words  have  the  con¬ 
vincing  ring  of  coming  from  one  who 
possesses  a  mature,  well-seasoned  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God.  For  one  thing,  he  did 
not  claim  unrealistically  to  have  had  no 
anxious  moments  during  his  harrowing 
experience.  Christians  are  not  immune 
to  fear,  nor  was  Jesus  himself. 

In  contrast  to  the  shallow  ‘‘foxhole  re¬ 


ligion”  often  reflected  by  public  figures 
following  a  personal  crisis,  Mr.  Tes- 
trake's  faith  appears  to  be  part  of  the 
fabric  of  his  life.  That  was  shown,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  by  his  carrying— and  reading— 
his  Bible  when  he  travels,  including  the 
time  he  spent  as  a  captive  of  Shiite  Mos¬ 
lem  terrorists. 

Confident  in  who  he  was  and  Whose  he 
was,  Mr.  Testrake  thus  was  free  to  deal 
calmly  and  competently  with  the  crisis 
at  hand. 

More  of  us  who  call  ourselves  Chris¬ 
tians  should  be  similarly  prepared  to 
deal  with  adversity.  Not  many  will  ever 
experience  a  personal  crisis  of  similar 
magnitude.  But  few  of  us  escape  some 
measure  of  “trial  and  tribulation”  in¬ 
volving  ourselves  or  our  loved  ones. 

Tragically,  far  too  many  wait  until  the 
crisis  occurs  to  consider  developing  a  re¬ 
lationship  with  God  that  will  sustain  us 
during  those  times. 

In  spiritual  as  well  as  worldly  mat¬ 
ters,  the  cliche  probably  applies,  “better 
late  than  never.”  But  the  experience  of 
the  pilot  of  Flight  847  shows  that  the 
sooner  we  turn  our  lives  over  to  God  and 
nurture  that  relationship  with  regular 
Bible  study,  the  sooner  we  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  face  and  survive  the  inevitable 
crises  of  human  life. 


Here  I  Stand 


JULY  26,  1983 


4  freedoms  give  hope  for  UMC 


*AYK  600 
£ WICK  M£  TO 
FURNI4H  MY  OWH 
COP 


Let’s  get  on  with  peace  agency 


The  Reagan  administration  s  foot- 
dragging  in  doing  its  part  to  get  the  Na¬ 
tional  Peace  Institute  off  the  ground  is 
inexcusable  (see  UMR,  July  19). 

When  Congress  approved  the  peace 
agency  in  October,  the  legislation  called 
for  the  president  to  submit  names  for  the 
institute’s  15-member  board  of  directors. 
The  names  were  to  be  submitted  to  the 
U.S.  Senate  for  approval  by  April  20.  As 
of  mid-July,  however,  the  administration 
had  not  submitted  a  single  name. 

Consequently,  the  new  agency  is  un¬ 
able  to  organize  for  the  work  Congress 
set  it  up  to  do:  to  study  and  promote  non¬ 
violent  ways  to  resolve  conflicts  between 
nations. 

Realistically,  the  new  peace  agency, 
even  when  fully  functional,  is  not  likely 
to  have  an  immediate  impact  on  nation¬ 
al  policy.  Nor  is  it  likely,  as  some  have 
suggested,  that  the  agency  will  quickly 
find  ways  to  address  complex  terrorist 
incidents  like  the  recent  hostage  crisis. 

But  the  nuclear  arms  race  continues  to 
escalate.  Acts  of  international  terrorism 
occur  with  alarming  frequency.  Those 
grim  facts,  combined  with  wide-spread 
political,  economic  and  religious  unrest, 
pose  an  on-going  threat  to  world  peace 
and  human  survival. 


Thus  the  long-range  need  for  non-vio¬ 
lent  solutions  to  conflict  is  increasingly 
urgent.  While  not  a  panacea,  a  govern¬ 
ment  agency  specialized  in  finding  such 
solutions  is  as  surely  needed  as  one  that 
specializes  in  finding  ways  to  wage  war. 

Nine  months  after  congressional  ap¬ 
proval  for  a  national  peace  agency  and 
three  months  after  the  deadline  for  Mr. 
Reagan  to  nominate  its  15-member 
board,  the  president  has  had  more  than 
enough  time  to  come  up  with  15  appro¬ 
priate  people  to  direct  its  work. 

The  failure  to  do  so  makes  numerous 
presidential  speeches  touting  the  need 
for  peaceful  solutions  to  international 
conflict  sound  disturbingly  hollow. 

As  followers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
we  should  urge  the  administration  to 
demonstrate  its  seriousness  in  such  mat¬ 
ters  by  immediately  naming  a  board  of 
directors  for  the  National  Peace  Insti¬ 
tute. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  suggest 
the  names  of  people  we  think  should  be 
considered  for  a  board  position. 

Any  further  delay  in  taking  such  a 
small,  but  potentially  significant,  step 
toward  peace  is  irresponsible  in  a  world 
“groaning  in  travail”  under  the  threat  of 
nuclear  war. 


By  EDWARD  H.  BECK 

A  layman  of  my  Norway,  Iowa,  con¬ 
gregation  has  several  daughters  who 
have  married  into  Lutheran  churches. 

He  told  me  recently,  “My  daughters 
are  made  to  feel  guilty  about  their  Meth¬ 
odism.  Lutherans  tell  them,  ‘We  Luther¬ 
ans  believe  this,  and  we  believe  that. 
What  do  you  Methodists  believe?’ 

They  answer,  “Well,  ah,  we  don’t 
know."  I  tell  them, 

'  Don't  worry  about 
it.  In  the  United 
Methodist  Church  we 
aren't  forced  to  be¬ 
lieve  or  do  certain 
things,  and  I  kinda 
like  that.” 

There  is  a  strong 
push  today  toward  Edward  Beck 
the  apparent  security  of  authoritarian 
doctrine. 

But  before  we  worship  at  the  altar  of 
simplistic  dogma,  we  need  to  notice  at 
least  four  important  elements  of  our 
United  Methodist  heritage  that  can  speak 
to  our  time  in  increasingly  powerful 
ways.  These  are  somewhat  indirect  and 
subtle  but  are  very  precious. 

The  first  element  is  the  freedom  to 
think. 

Those  religious  traditions  that  empha¬ 
size  doctrinal  loyalty  and  require  certain 
actions  by  believers  upon  threat  of  hell 
are  not  noted  for  tolerance  of  new  ideas 


or  fresh  interpretations  of  truth.  Closed 
minds  will  have  difficulty  adapting  to 
our  changing  society. 

Within  our  United  Methodist  tradition 
we  have  the  freedom  to  try  to  under¬ 
stand  and  to  serve  a  living  God.  We  are 
encouraged  to  live  in  faith,  to  risk,  to 
venture. 

The  second  element  is  the  freedom  to 
grow. 

One  of  my  layman’s  daughters  be¬ 
came  active  in  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ.  At  first  she  was  thrilled  with  it, 
but  now  she  wants  to  move  beyond  it  be¬ 
cause  she  thinks  it  is  superficial. 

Conversion  also  has  a  rightful  place 
within  our  United  Methodist  heritage. 
But  it  is  only  the  first  step  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life. 

For  example,  our  denomination  en¬ 
courages  lifelong  learning  for  both  lay- 
people  and  clergy.  To  encourage  that,  we 
have  annual  Schools  for  Ministry,  church 
officer  training  workshops  and  a  wealth 
of  new  study  materials  from  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  about  all  ar¬ 
eas  of  the  Christian  life  for  all  ages. 

The  third  element  is  the  freedom  to  re¬ 
late. 

United  Methodists  are  leaders  in  the 
ecumenical  movement.  Living  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  is  more  important  than  main¬ 
taining  denominational  purity  or  aloof¬ 
ness. 

Religious  traditions  that  insist  they 


are  the  one  “true"  church  have  not  taken 
the  lead  in  cooperative  community  reli* 
gious  work.  We  can  maintain  our  distinc¬ 
tive  denominational  contributions  while 
working  together  for  Christian  causes. 

The  fourth  element  is  the  freedom  tq 
serve. 

Look  over  any  local  United  Methodist 
congregation,  and  you  will  see  member^ 
of  the  city  council,  members  of  the 
school  board,  members  of  community 
service  clubs,  scout  leaders— the  list 
goes  on  and  on. 

We  have  church  colleges;  hospitals;  rej 
tirement  homes;  inner-city  missions; 
growing  churches  for  blacks,  Hispanics 
and  Asians;  community  enablers  for  dis-j 
advantaged  people;  missionaries  serving 
at  home  and  abroad. 

United  Methodists,  through  our  ser^ 
vice,  are  making  an  impact  for  good  in 
our  world. 

There  are  good  reasons  why  United 
Methodists  are  the  second  largest  Prot* 
estant  religious  groups  in  the  nation.  As 
our  world  grows  more  complex  and  as 
new  problems  arise,  I  think  the  genius  oi 
these  United  Methodist  freedoms  will  be- 
come  more  and  more  significant. 

As  a  result,  United  Methodism  may 
yet  become  the  wave  of  the  future. 

The  Rev.  Edward  H.  Beck  is  pastor  of 
Blairstown  and  Norway  United  Methodist 
churches,  Blairstown.  Iowa  (Iowa  Annual 
Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

UM  membership  loss  seen  from  many  angles 
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To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Beck  is  to  be  commended  for  his 
excellent  article  headlined  “Bright  spots 
few  as  members’  slide  accelerates”  (see 
UMR,  July  5).  It  was  particularly  mean¬ 
ingful  for  him  to  compare  United  Meth¬ 
odist  gains  and  losses  with  the  growth  of 
the  general  population  in  each  area. 

It  is  alarming  to  me  that  our  merriber- 
ship  slide  has  accelerated.  However,  it  is 
of  much  greater  concern  to  me  that 
there  is  no  consensus  either  about  why 
our  denomination  is  shrinking  or  what 
concrete  steps  can  be  made  to  turn  the 
trend  around. 

However,  let  me  share  a  personal  im¬ 
pression  about  the  United  Methodist 
churches  my  wife  and  I  have  visited  on 
our  vacations. 

Every  time  we  have  visited  them,  we 
have  been  disappointed.  The  music  was 
uninspiring  and  slow.  The  man  in  the  pul¬ 
pit  sounded  unorganized  in  his  thoughts 
and  was  hard  to  follow.  The  Scripture  text 
was  rarely  referred  to.  We  wondered, 

My  Witness 


“What  is  he  trying  to  say? 

This  year  on  our  vacation,  my  wife 
begged  and  pleaded  with  me  to  go  to 
anything  but  a  United  Methodist  church. 
She  said  she  did  not  want  to  sit  through 
another  uninspiring,  dull,  lifeless  hour. 

Roy  Beck  has  given  us  a  fine  report  of 
our  membership  slide.  Now  we  need  to 
find  the  reasons  it  has  slid  (and  I  believe 
there  are  reasons)  and  what  we  can  do 
about  it. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Mannford,  Oklahoma 

Growth  isn’t  biblical 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disturbed  at  the  immense  con¬ 
cern  in  United  Methodism  for  church 
“growth.”  It  isn’t  biblical. 

Nowhere  do  the  Gospels  picture  Jesus 
as  deciding  to  double  his  following  in  a 
certain  time  period.  He  stated  his  mis¬ 
sion:  saying  he  was  anointed  “to  preach 
good  news  to  the  poor,”  etc.,  and  to  seek 
and  save  the  lost. 

Two  purposes  seem  to  have  consumed 


Sharing  faith  in  God  is  still  important  today 


By  ELISE  WALKER 

“That  we  may  be  strengthened  by 
each  other’s  faith— you  by  mine  and  I  by 
yours”  (Romans  1:12). 

That  verse  from  Paul’s  letter  to  the 
churches  in  Rome  was  talking  about 
something  we  may  not  always  consider: 
the  strength  and  inspiration  we  can  get 
from  sharing  our  faith. 

Sharing  faith  is  still  important  today. 
It’s  taken  on  a  new  meaning  in  my  life 
because  I’ve  been  involved  in  a  special 
project  of  fellowship. 

The  project  started  several  months 
ago  when  a  co-worker  asked  me  to  join 
her  for  a  gospel  meeting  at  her  non-de¬ 
nominational  church. 

At  first,  I  was  hesitant.  From  talking 
with  her,  it  seemed  her  church  was  quite 
different  from  what  I  had  known.  Still,  I 
told  her  I  would  go. 

For  moral  support,  I  asked  someone 
who  had  already  been  there  about  it.  By 
the  end  of  my  short  visit  with  him,  it 
seemed  we’d  not  only  talked  about  that 
church  but  brought  up  our  own  religious 
beliefs  and  differences. 

From  that  discussion  and  the  addition 
to  our  group  of  a  few  more  people,  the 
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idea  emerged  to  visit  each  other’s 
churches.  The  list  included  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  Baptist,  Roman  Catholic  and  the 
non-denominational  congregation. 

I  needed  more 

Personally,  I  found  I  needed  more. 

At  first  I  asked  my  friends  about  their 
churches,  services,  sacraments  and  be¬ 
liefs.  However,  they  couldn’t  give  me 
enough,  so  I  started  to  visit  with  some 
clergy. 

My  first  visit  was  with  a  Southern 
Baptist  pastor  in  Montclair.  N.J.  He 
preaches  at  whatl^ 
they  call  a  “liberal”  | 

Baptist  church. 

We  talked  aboutl 
the  Bible  and  the  dif- 1 
ferences  between  his| 
church  and  mine. 

Unlike  mine,  hisl 
church  has  no  confir- 1 
mation.  The  sacra-  Elise  Walker 
ment  of  baptism  takes  its  place. 

In  many  Baptist  churches  baptism 
takes  place  by  immersion.  Through  that 
they  are  symbolically  “buried”  with 
Christ,  then  rise  again  from  the  water 
"reborn”  of  the  spirit. 

This  pastor  pointed  out  that  for  my 
studies  I  might  also  want  to  visit  with 
and  find  out  about  the  more  conservative 
fundamentalist  Baptists.  One  of  our  group 
members  belonged  to  such  a  church,  and 
I  was  happy  to  say  I’d  come  and  visit. 

My  education  in  Roman  Catholicism 
came  out  of  my  own  embarrassment.  I 


was  talking  with  a  friend  about  penance. 
It  seems  after  Catholics  go  to  confes¬ 
sion,  the  priest  typically  asks  them  to  do 
something  to  show  they’re  truly  repen¬ 
tant. 

I  said,  "Oh,  I’ve  heard  of  that.  You  say 
10  ‘Our  Fathers.’  ’’ 

I  was  so  proud  of  myself.  My  pride 
turned  to  embarrassment,  however,  when 
I  put  my  foot  in  my  mouth  by  explaining 
that  I  thought  that  meant  you  went  to  the 
back  of  the  church  and  chanted  to  your¬ 
self  the  words  “our  father”  10  times. 
What  the  priest  really  asks  them  to  do  is 
to  say  the  Lord’s  Prayer  10  times. 

My  circle  widened 

I  realized  then  that  maybe  I  didn’t  un¬ 
derstand  or  know  the  Catholic  faith  as 
well  as  I  thought.  So,  I  called  the  local 
Roman  Catholic  church  and  asked  for  an 
appointment  to  meet  with  a  priest  to  dis¬ 
cuss  some  of  my  questions.  My  circle  of 
fellowship  widened. 

Even  after  my  initial  reservations,  I 
was  able  to  attend  quite  a  few  meetings 
at  the  non-denominational  church.  It’s 
quite  interesting. 

The  church  has  no  pastor  but  two 
speakers  for  each  district.  These  people 
travel  two-by-two,  much  like  the  early 
apostles.  The  speakers  have  no  belong¬ 
ings  but  stay  with  people  who  attend  that 
district’s  meetings.  After  awhile,  they 
move  on  to  be  replaced  by  another  two¬ 
some. 

Finally,  I  couldn't  find  out  about  ev¬ 
eryone  else’s  faith  without  a  little  study¬ 


ing  of  my  own.  I  got  a  book  from  my 
pastor  and  discussed  United  Methodist 
beliefs  with  him. 

Then  to  get  a  fresh  perspective,  I  visit¬ 
ed  with  a  United  Methodist  church  a  few 
towns  from  mine. 

Lesson  will  stay 

What  I  heard  there  will  stay  with  me 
through  the  rest  of  my  studies.  The  pas¬ 
tor  talked  of  how  God  reveals  Himself  to 
each  of  us  in  a  different  way,  hence  our 
different  faiths— Methodist,  Baptist,  Lu¬ 
theran,  Catholic,  Jewish,  etc.  We  must 
respect  each  other’s  beliefs,  he  said,  not 
force  ours  on  someone  else,  for  who  are 
we  to  tell  God  how  to  reveal  Himself  to 
His  children. 

That  reminded  me  of  how  I  described 
what  I  was  learning  to  some  of  my  fel¬ 
lowship  group.  God  is  the  Father  to  all  of 
us.  But  just  as  a  father  of  four  children  is 
seen  differently  and  has  a  different  rela¬ 
tionship  with  each  child,  so  it  is  with  God 
and  us. 

From  talking  with  their  pastors  and 
then  joining  with  my  friends  in  worship, 
I  see  God  in  different  ways. 

These  different  views  may  make  me 
question  my  beliefs  sometimes  and  at 
others  strengthen  them.  But,  I  do  believe 
they  bring  me  closer  to  God  by  sharing 
Him  with  others. 

Right  now,  I’m  still  visiting  other 
faiths,  including  Presbyterian,  Jewish 
and  Lutheran.  My  circle  of  fellowship 
continues  to  grow,  and  my  travels,  like 
Paul’s,  continue. 


Must  we  ‘do’  something  with  our  faith? 


By  SHERRY  B.  HUTCHENS 

Faith  is  and  always  has  been  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  numerous  books,  pamphlets,  arti¬ 
cles,  plays  and  even  movies. 

Faith  in  a  religious  or  theological  con¬ 
text,  however,  has  become  such  a  com¬ 
plicated  term  that  we  can’t  decide  what 
to  do  with  it.  We  read  about  sharing  it, 
exercising  it,  increasing  it,  using  it,  try¬ 
ing  it,  etc.  For  some  reason,  it  isn’t  valu¬ 
able  unless  we  do  something  with  it. 

We,  as  people  of  God,  however,  have 
made  faith  much  more  difficult  than  it 
has  to  be.  Faith  is  really  an  easily  at¬ 
tained  commodity.  We  all  have  faith  in 
something! 

According  to  Webster,  faith  is  simply 
a  belief  or  confidence.  Our  faith  tells  us 
that  the  sun  will  come  up  in  the  morning, 
that  our  favorite  rocking  chair  will  hold 
our  weight  or  that  the  law  of  gravity  will 
remain  throughout  time. 

An  old  proverb  states,  "Men  have 
greater  faith  in  those  things  that  they  do 
not  understand."  How  many  times  have 
we  been  victim  to  the  same  thinking? 

Is  Jesus  ‘too  divine’? 

We  can  believe  that  Jesus  was  divine, 
but  we  can’t  believe  that  He  was  human. 
We  can  have  faith  for  a  miraculous  heal¬ 
ing  but  not  for  our  next  meal  when  we've 
been  laid  off  our  job.  Jesus  can't  be 
‘‘small"  enough  to  fit  into  our  workaday 


world.  He’s  too  divine— too  much  God— to 
be  concerned  with  our  trivial  problems. 

As  Christians,  we  believe  that  God  is 
and  that  He  loved  and  still  loves  us.  If  we 
believe  that  He  loves  us,  then  it  follows 
that  we  must  also  believe  that  He  is  con¬ 
cerned  about  our  lives. 

Our  faith  then,  in  this  sense,  is  simply 
an  assertion  (confidence)  that  God  is  con¬ 
cerned  and  involved  in  our  lives  (prob¬ 
lems,  joys,  heartaches,  fears  and  hopes. ) 

Now  what  shall  be  do  with  our  faith,  if 
we  must  “do”  with  it? 

The  only  things  we  can  do  with  our  faith 
(beliefs,  confidence)  are:  (1)  accept  it  as 
part  of  our  lives,  (2)  live  it  and  (3) 
enjoy  it  as  we  ought. 

We  can’t  exercise  faith.  It  isn't  a  mus¬ 
cle  to  be  strengthened  from  hard  work. 
It  is  a  concept. 

It  either  exists,  or  it  doesn't.  It  doesn’t 
need  to  be  increased.  Jesus  said,  “If  you 
have  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed 

_ ”  Faith  is  faith,  no  matter  how  much 

or  how  little. 

We  can’t  use  faith 

We  cannot  use  faith  in  the  sense  that 
we  use  a  car,  a  dishwasher  or  money.  Al¬ 
though  there  are  those  who  use  their 
faith,  in  a  commercial  sense,  to  gain 
prestige  or  fame.  I  believe  the  correct 
term  would  be  exploit,  not  use. 

As  for  trying  our  faith,  we  try  some¬ 


thing  to  find  out  if  it  works.  Faith 
shouldn't  have  to  work  in  any  situation. 
It  is  either  there,  or  it  isn't. 

If  it  is  in  our  lives,  then  we  simply  ac¬ 
cept  it,  live  it  and  enjoy  (depend  on)  it.  If 
it  isn’t  in  our  lives,  then  we  can’t  try  it  out. 

Take  away  stigma 

Let  us  try  to  take  the  stigma  off  the 
word  “faith.”  As  God-loving  people,  let 
us  show  the  world  that  it  can  be  prac¬ 
ticed  in  a  simple,  sincere  way— as  a  con¬ 
fidence  and  a  secure  belief  that  needn’t 
be  measured  to  be  considered  valuable. 

Let  us  make  it  an  integral  part  of  the 
person  and  life  that  we  show  to  the  world, 
our  society,  our  family  and  ourselves. 

"My  Wtlness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

This  week's  contributors  are  Elise 
Walker,  a  member  of  the  Port  Norris 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Port  Norris, 
N.J.  (Northern  New  Jersey  Annual  Con¬ 
ference)  and  Sherry  B.  Hutchens,  a 
member  of  The  Colony  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  The  Colony.  Texas  (North 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.  O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


him:  to  serve  needy  people  and  to  share 
with  people  God’s  truth,  God’s  call  to  the 
way  of  love,  even  if  it  cost  him  his  fol¬ 
lowing  or  his  life. 

One  cannot  imagine  Paul  writing  to 
the  church  at  Corinth  to  strive  earnestly 
to  double  its  membership  before  he 
came  on  his  next  visit. 

He  did  urge  Corinthians  to  get  rid  of 
factionalism,  to  clean  up  their  morals,  to 
"let  all  that  you  do  be  done  in  love”  and 
to  give  regularly  and  sacrificially. 

Our  towns,  cities,  countryside  are  full  of 
hurting,  disillusioned,  confused,  greedy, 
lusting,  sin-cursed,  lost  people.  The  church 
exists  not  to  increase  its  size  but  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  and  offer  transformation  to  peo¬ 
ple-millions  and  billions  of  people. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  faith¬ 
fully  sets  itself  to  heal  the  broken  heart¬ 
ed  and  offer  new  life  to  those  dead  in  sin 
(one  by  one),  to  share  Jesus’  message  of 
the  way,  to  serve  as  Jesus  served— what 
difference  does  it  make  whether  the 
church  “grows"?  God  will  add  day  by 
day  those  who  are  being  saved. 

If  someone  sought  to  win  me  to  his 
United  Methodist  church  (because  he 
wanted  his  church  to  gain  50  new  mem¬ 
bers  before  the  end  of  the  year— even  if 
he  didn’t  say  that),  I’d  run! 

But,  if  he  loved  me  in  spite  of  my  life 
being  a  mess,  if  he  shared  with  me  a 
power  to  transform  my  life  and  offered 
the  fellowship  of  his  church  to  sustain 
my  transformation,  I’d  come  running. 

And  so  will  those  whom  the  Lord  will 
be  adding  day  by  day  to  his  churches. 

Margaret  St.  Amant 
Baker,  Louisiana 

Add  youth  to  list 

To  the  Editor: 

If  I  may  expound  on  one  more  excuse 
for  the  membership  slide  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  let  me  add  weak 
youth  programs  to  the  increasing  list. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  many  of 
the  conferences  with  traditionally  strong 
youth  programs  (Oklahoma,  Texas,  De¬ 
sert  Southwest  and  Florida)  faired  better 
than  most  other  conferences. 

I  am  sure  there  are  many  reasons  for 
their  good  showing,  but  let’s  not  forget 
the  importance  of  strong  youth  ministry 
programs  to  healthy  conferences. 

Kevin  Slimp 
Odessa,  Texas 

Bigness  isn’t  everything 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  Roy  Howard  Beck  and  others 
would  spend  less  time  berating  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  comparing  its 
present  search  for  meaning  and  direc¬ 
tion  with  the  so-called  great  evangelistic 
strides  of  the  Southern  Baptists  and 
speak  of  our  denomination’s  outstanding 
work  around  the  world  with  all  classes 
and  conditions  of  humanity. 

Chances  are  that  if  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  cleaned  up  their  church  member¬ 
ship  rolls  like  we  should  have  done  years 
ago,  they  too  would  show  a  decline  in 
membership. 

When  will  we  ever  learn  that  bigness 
in  the  church  is  not  necessarily  synony¬ 
mous  with  genuine  depth  of  spirit  or 
quality  of  character  or  loyalty  in  the 
midst  of  hardship  and  suffering? 

In  spite  of  our  denomination’s  prob¬ 
lems,  I  am  still  proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist,  for  I  know  where  we  have 
been  and  what  we  have  done.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  have  short  memories. 

Billy  J.  Cox 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

What  is  UMC  thread? 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  speaking  indirectly  to 
our  horrendous  membership  losses. 

The  front  page  of  the  June  21  issue 
contained  three  headlines  that  slapped 
me  sharply:  "Where  UMs  sag,  Baptists 
growing,"  "Appointments  put  1984  ‘gay’ 
decision  to  test"  and  "Pastor  cross- 
stitches  own  stole." 

I  know  you  were  not  addressing  our 
membership  losses  directly,  but  the  con¬ 
trast  between  the  Baptist  article  indicat- 
ing  great  growth  and  the  United 
Methodist  articles  dealing  with  reap¬ 
pointment  of  self-avowed  homosexual 
ministers  and  pastoral  hobbies  symboli¬ 
cally  speaks  to  the  issue. 

Baptists  sow  and  grow.  We  United 
Methodists  sew  and  perpetuate  contro¬ 
versial  issues  that  most  of  us  thought 
were  decided  at  General  Conference. 


But  there  is  something  deeper.  The 
Baptists’  unequivocal  commitment  to 
evangelism  is  not  paralleled  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church!  Evangelism  is  thq 
thread  that  ties  the  Baptists  together 
and  produces  growth  in  the  midst  of  con¬ 
troversy. 

What  is  the  thread  in  United  Method¬ 
ism?  I  fear  there  is  none!  Perhaps  the 
closest  commitment  we  have  is  that  pf 
our  “connection." 

However,  as  long  as  parts  of  our  con¬ 
nection  appear  to  defy  General  Confer¬ 
ence  action  and  to  constantly  accentuate 
our  volatile  differences,  the  connection 
becomes  more  a  curse  than  a  blessing. 

There  must  be  a  thread  that  will  tie 
United  Methodists  together.  There  must 
be  a  thread  that  will  revitalize  our  peo¬ 
ple  and  churches. 

There  must  be  a  thread  that  will  turn 
our  membership  declines  into  member¬ 
ship  gains. 

What  is  the  thread  for  United  Method¬ 
ism?  Let  me  suggest  John  Wesley’s  man¬ 
date:  “Offer  them  Christ!”  Or,  in  other 
words,  an  unequivocal  denominational 
commitment  to  evangelism! 

Harold  W.  Custer 

Ripley,  West  Virginia 

Loss  isn’t  surprising 

To  the  Editor: 

Headlines  like  "Bright  spots  few  as 
members’  slide  accelerates”  (see  UMR, 
July  5),  don’t  surprise  some  of  us,  espe¬ 
cially  when  we’ve  had  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  thrust  upon  us  by  some  individuals 
who  don’t  understand  that  the  male  gen¬ 
der  is  here  to  stay. 

If  we  change  Jesus  Christ  into  the 
“child"  of  God,  what  happens  to  the  man 
who  was  crucified  on  that  terrible  cross 
for  our  sins?  And  if  we  change  “God,  the 
Father”  into  only  He  knows  what,  how 
do  we  deal  with  our  biological  fathers, 
sons,  husbands,  etc.?  Who  are  they? 

No  wonder  there  are  so  many  gays  in 
our  population!  People  don’t  know  for 
sure,  anymore,  if  they  are  male  or  fe¬ 
male.  God  help  us! 

Until  we  get  back  to  worshiping  God 
for  who  He  is,  we  are  going  to  continue 
to  lose  members  to  denominations  who 
don’t  fool  around  with  biblical  truths  and 
principles. 

When  are  we  going  to  learn  we  are 
created  in  His  image,  not  the  other  way 

around!  ^  .. 

Eva  M.  Young 

Dansville,  New  Yotk 

Love  conquers  all 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  returned  with  my  wife,  who 
was  a  short-term  missionary  to  Liberia, 
from  a  reunion  of  those  who  served  in 
Liberia. 

It  was  a  happy  time  and  a  time  of  cel¬ 
ebration  and  affirming  what  God  has 
done  and  is  doing  through  our  church 
mission  movement.  The  mood  was  up¬ 
lifting  and  positive. 

Present,  too,  were  some  natives  who 
had  been  served  by  the  missionaries  and 
now  were  planning  to  continue  the  min¬ 
istries  begun  by  the  missionaries. 

With  all  the  tension  between  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
new  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists,  we  need  to  remember  that  God  has 
and  will  continue  to  work  not  only 
through  our  church  but  in  spite  of  it. 

The  seeds  of  Christian  love,  concern 
and  wisdom  sown  by  United  Methodist 
missions  have  brought  forth  harvest. 
Love  conquers  all!  Harry  B.  Spear  III 
Norfolk,  Virginia 

Rumor  strikes  out 

To  the  Editor. 

I  have  been  told  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  owns  Yankee  Stadium  in 
New  York. 

I  would  like  to  be  able  to  refute  that 
remark.  Can  you  enlighten  me? 

If  our  church  has  money  to  invest,  4t 
seems  it  could  be  somewhere  that  would 
be  less  worldly  and  of  use  to  those  in 
need. 

Thelma  Olstad 
'Jamesville,  Minnesota 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Gary  Bowen,  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  told  the  Reporter  tl\at 
the  United  Methodist  Church  does  not 
own  Yankee  Stadium.  The  City  of  New 
York  owns  the  stadium,  he  said. 
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Utah  Mormon . . .  no,  Methodists  pedaling  for  housing 


•  By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Retired  Air  Force  bio-chemist  and 
■United  Methodist  layman  King  Hastings 
has  a  standard  line  of  introduction  when 
he  pulls  his  10-speed  bike  into  a  rest  stop. 

“Hi.  We’re  United  Methodists  from 
Utah,”  he  says. 

“It  catches  most  people  by  surprise; 
’they  expect  everyone  from  Utah  to  be 
Mormon,”  says  Mr.  Hastings,  until  re¬ 
cently  a  former  full-time  lay  volunteer 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Og¬ 
den,  Utah. 

Mr.  Hastings  and  his  wife  Eppie  are 
pedaling  their  way  across  America  (and 
beyond)  with  two  other  members  of  their 
church,  Carol  and  Mike  Farris.  They  are 
raising  money  for  Habitat  for  Human¬ 
ity— a  non-profit,  Christian  organization 
based  in  Americus,  Ga.,  that  provides 
low-cost  housing  at  no  interest  to  poor 
people. 

“We  all  wanted  a  year’s  adventure  but 
we  didn’t  want  to  do  it  just  for  our¬ 
selves,”  Mr.  Hastings  explained  in  a  tele¬ 
phone  interview  from  a  small  community 
outside  of  Minot,  N.D. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  recently  started 
‘work  in  Utah— building  low-cost  housing 
with  volunteer  labor— and  the  two  cou¬ 
ples  became  interested  in  giving  time  to 
the  organization. 

“But  we  wanted  to  take  this  trip,  so  we 
said  \ . .  why  not  take  the  trip  and  get 
pledges  for  every  mile  we  go  and  donate 
it  to  Habitat?’  ”  Mr.  Hastings  said. 

>  The  year-long,  bike-a-thon,  which 
started  last  month  in  Anacortes,  Wash., 
will  cover  approximately  10,000  miles 
and  take  them  across  the  northern  part 
of  the  United  States  to  Washington,  DC., 
on  a  plane  to  the  Fiji  Islands,  to  Austra¬ 
lia,  New  Zealand  and  Tahiti.  They  hope 
to  raise  $50,000  from  family,  friends  and 


church  members. 

The  couples  are  camping  in  roadside 
parks,  in  city  parks  “and  in  a  pinch  we’ll 
call  the  local  Methodist  Church  and  see 
if  we  can  camp  on  their  grounds,"  he 
said. 

"Just  the  other  night,  a  man  pulled  up 
alongside  us  and  said  “It’s  too  hot  to  be 
here  now  Come  home  with  us,’  ”  he  said. 
“He  turned  out  to  be  an  active  Presby¬ 
terian  layman  and  his  whole  family  wel¬ 
comed  us  (overnight)  with  open  arms. 
We  shared  some  good  fellowship  and 
walked  away  spiritually  refreshed.” 

Another  time  in  Tonasket,  Wash.,  the 
couples  found  a  campground  they  had 
planned  to  stay  in  was  closed.  They  rode 
on  until  they  found  a  local  grocery  store, 
explained  their  plight  and  a  man  who 
overheard  them  offered  his  backyard. 

“We  were  able  to  share  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  Habitat  and  our  Christian  faith, 
he  explained. 

The  two  couples  decided  to  take  the 
trip  in  between  career  moves.  Mr.  Farris 
owned  a  computer  programming  compa¬ 
ny  that  he  sold  shortly  before  the  trip 
and  Mrs.  Farris  taught  special  educa¬ 
tion. 

The  Hastings  were  full-time  lay  volun¬ 
teers  at  Ogden  First  UMC.  Their  pay 
was  an  apartment  in  the  church.  They 
handled  hospital  and  home  visitation, 
youth  work  and  some  church  administra¬ 
tive  duties. 

“Eppie  and  King  helped  turn  this 
church  around,”  said  the  Rev.  Gordon 
Benesh.  "She  was  particularly  good  with 
the  elderly  and  together  they  started  a 
Wednesday  night  soup  time  for  members 
of  the  congregation.” 

The  Hastings  also  developed  several 
inner  city  ministries,  the  pastor  of  the 
890-member  church  said. 

The  Hastings  plan  to  return  some- 


OGDEN,  Utah — Preparing  for  their  10,000-mile  bike-a-thon  across  the 
United  States  and  abroad  are  Carol  and  Mike  Farris  and  Eppie  and  King 
Hastings. 


where  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  annual 
conference  “and  offer  our  services  wher¬ 
ever  they  are  needed.” 


Pledges  can  be  made  by  writing:  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity,  P.O.  Box  456,  Brigham 
City,  Utah  84302. 
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No  divestment 

UM pension  board  decides  clout 
strongest  with  South  Africa  stocks 


From  Religious  News  Service 

CONVENT  STATION,  N.J. -Policy¬ 
makers  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  $1.8  billion  pension  fund  have 
rejected  the  urgings  of  church  activists 
for  divestment  of  stocks  in  all  companies 
doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

The  church’s  30-member  General 
Board  of  Pensions  instead  voted  to  “put 
teeth”  in  its  longstanding  commitment 
to  pressure  corporations  to  adhere  to  the 
Sullivan  Principles— a  set  of  guidelines 
for  improving  workplace  conditions  for 
black  South  Africans. 

UMC’s  largest  of  religious  funds 

The  UM  Pension  Fund  is  the  largest  of 
any  religious  group  and  is  108th  in  size 
among  50,000  pension  plans  registered 
with  the  Internal  Revenue  Service.  The 
UM  pension  board  writes  appoximately 
20,000  monthly  retiree  checks  totaling 
$10  million. 

The  board’s  action  went  against  the 
recommendation  of  the  church’s  highest 
legislative  body,  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  last  year  urged  church  agen¬ 
cies  to  “divest  from  corporations  doing 
business  in  South  Africa.”  In  addition, 
six  of  the  church’s  73  annual  (regional) 
conferences  in  the  U.S.  called  for  total 
divestment  from  South  Africa  by  the 
pension  board  at  May  and  June  meetings 
this  year,  with  a  total  of  22  annual  con¬ 
ferences  calling  for  stronger  economic 
pressures  against  the  apartheid  regime. 

Meeting  in  the  Madison  Hotel  here,  the 
pension  board  decided  that  in  addition  to 
requesting  American  corporations  with 
South  African  operations  to  “adopt  and 


Overseas  church  warned  about  unofficial  aid 

Accepting  Mission  Society  missionaries  might i rupture  relations'1  with  official  groups 


.  By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
,u.  Associate  Editor 

....  Two  overseas  churches  are  being 
warned  of  "ruptured  relationships”  if 
-they  go  through  with  their  plans  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  first  missionaries  from  the  un- 
official  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists. 

■  •  Ghana: 

The  president  of  the  Methodist  Church 
-received  a  firmly  worded  letter  late  in 
June  from  an  executive  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists’  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

The  letter  said  the  board  expects  the 
Ghana  church  to /respect  the  position  of 
United  Methodist  bishops  which  the  let¬ 
ter  indicated  is:  All  overseas  churches 
'  are  to  request  mission  personnel  only 
(through  the  official  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

Obtaining  support  from  an  unofficial 
UM  group  “will  rupture  relationships 
and  do  violence  to  the  United  Methodist 
.’Church,”  the  letter  suggested  (see  story 
below  right  for  additional  text). 
rj>  •  Colombia: 

The  College  of  Latin  American  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishops  decided  at  a  May  meeting 
in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  to  send  one 
.of  its  members  to  talk  with  leaders  of 
the  three  Methodist  congregations  in  Co¬ 
lombia. 

Bishop  Miguel  Hernandez  of  Monter¬ 
rey,  Mexico,  told  the  Reporter  he  hopes 
"to  go  in  September.  He  said  he  will  cau¬ 
tion  the  Methodists  in  Colombia  that  if 
they  go  ahead  and  receive  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  missionaries,  they  may  have  difficul¬ 
ty  relating  to  other  Latin  American 
^Methodists. 

"If  Colombia  goes  ahead  with  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society,  CIEMAL  (the  council  of 
Latin  American  Methodist  churches)  has 
nothing  else  to  do  there,”  the  bishop  said 
by  phone. 

- '  The  bishop  said  he  will  ask  the  Colom- 
•bians  not  to  take  sides  in  the  U.S.  denom- 
•ination’s  missional  dispute.  Accepting 
Mission  Society  missionaries  would  be 
taking  sides,  he  said. 

'*•  However,  Bishop  Roberto  Diaz  of  Cos- 
'*ta  Rica  came  to  the  United  States  this 
'month  to  complain  about  the  Latin 
American  bishops’  action.  He  told  the 
'  Reporter  the  action  was  a  result  of  Glob- 
'  al  Ministries  staff  members  “pushing” 
'the  bishops  to  side  with  the  board 
against  the  Mission  Society.  He  pressed 
'tiis  complaint  in  a  closed  session  with  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  College  of 
'^Bishops  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

’  Imperialism  charged,  denied 

Mission  Society  officers  reacted  angri- 
’  ly  last  week. 

J;‘  In  talks  with  the  Reporter,  they 
charged  Global  Ministries  with  “orches¬ 
trating”  the  Latin  American  action  and 
trying  to  intimidate  autonomous  Third 
World  churches  into  shutting  out  needed 
aid  from  the  Mission  Society. 

“They  (Global  Ministries)  are  practic¬ 
ing  imperialism  and  colonialism,"  said 
r/the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Peoria,  Ill., 
and  Mission  Society  chairman. 

No  agency,  bishop  or  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  the  right  to  tell  an  autonomous  over¬ 
seas  church  what  to  do,  Dr.  Gallaway 
said. 

United  Methodist  bishops  and  Global 
Ministries  are  "more  interested  in  pro¬ 
tecting  the  system  than  in  advancing  the 
6ospel,"  said  Dr.  Gallaway,  a  former 
I  ’chief  executive  of  the  denomination’s  old 
t’ “evangelism  board. 

,,J’  He  raised  the  specter  of  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  supporters  retaliating  financially 
against  the  denomination. 


Global  Ministries  officials  denied  to 
the  Reporter  that  they  are  trying  to  vio¬ 
late  the  autonomy  of  overseas  churches. 

In  the  case  of  the  Latin  American 
bishops,  “you  have  to  recognize  just  how 
independent  they  are;  we  can’t  tell  them 
anything,”  said  Peggy  Billings,  chief  of 
Global  Ministries’  overseas  missions  di¬ 
vision. 

She  and  two  bishops  from  Brazil  and 
Mexico  told  the  Reporter  that  a  Global 
Ministries  executive  present  at  the  May 


“The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  practicing 
imperialism  . . .  more 
interested  in  protecting 
the  system  than  ad¬ 
vancing  the  Gospel.” 

—Rev.  Ira  Gallaway 


meeting  in  Argentina  only  provided  in¬ 
formation  and  did  not  manipulate  the 
Latin  Americans’  actions. 

Ms.  Billings  said  the  direct  purpose  of 
the  Ghana  letter  was  twofold:  (1)  to  dis¬ 
courage  attempts  from  that  church  to 
relate  with  individual  U.S.  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  and  (2)  to  stress  the  importance 
of  Methodists  relating  to  each  other 
through  tried  and  proven  official  chan¬ 
nels  to  protect  every  church’s  autonomy. 

She  said  the  Gospel  can  be  advanced 
best  when  churches  of  different  nations 
avoid  getting  in  each  other’s  way  and  in¬ 
stead  use  mutually  recognized  channels. 

Missionaries  set  to  go  anyway 

Meanwhile,  the  Rev.  Max  and  Patricia 
Borah  are  in  Illinois,  awaiting  their  de¬ 
parture  for  Ghana  where  they  are  to 
help  train  Methodist  lay  pastors  and  do 
medical  ministry  as  Mission  Society  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

The  Rev.  Florencio  and  Maria  Guz¬ 
man  are  in  Monterrey,  Mexico,  awaiting 
their  trip  to  Colombia  where  they’ve 
been  asked  to  teach  members  of  the 
three  fledgling  congregations  and  plant 
new  churches. 

All  four  have  been  on  Mission  Society 
salary  since  a  special  “sending  forth” 
service  in  May  (see  UMR,  May  17). 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin  of  Atlanta,  soci¬ 
ety  president,  said  last  week  that  each 
country  will  have  at  least  one  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  soon. 

Nobody  in  either  church  has  indicated 
they  will  bow  to  "pressure"  and  rescind 
their  earlier  requests  for  help  in  raising 
local  leaders  and  building  the  church, 
Mr.  Maclin  said. 

Order  concerns  official  groups 

This  period  of  time  before  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  missionaries  actually  set  foot  on 
overseas  soil  is  a  crucial  one,  several 
leaders  of  official  church  organizations 
told  the  Reporter. 

Some  said  the  flurry  of  actions 
amounts  to  a  kind  of  last-minute  attempt 
to  point  out  the  dangers  of  setting  loose 
inside  world  Methodism  a  missionary 
force  not  sanctioned  by  a  denomination. 

Bishop  Hernandez  of  Mexico  told  the 
Reporter  that  once  Mission  Society  mis¬ 
sionaries  start  working  with  overseas 
churches,  they  will  create  a  “cradle  for 
battle.” 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  must 
resolve  this  debate  between  the  two  mis¬ 
sion  agencies  and  not  form  two  shock 
groups  to  come  into  Latin  America  and 
bring  division  to  us,”  he  said  by  phone. 
He  acknowledged  that  Latin  American 
Methodists  already  are  divided  by  dis¬ 


agreements  about  Liberation  Theology 
and  a  more  traditional  approach  to  min¬ 
istry. 

“If  the  Mission  Society  comes  into 
Latin  America,  it  will  provoke  another 
theological,  ideological  and  religious 
field  of  battle,”  the  bishop  said. 

‘Pluralism  may  be  dead’ 

Mission  Society  leaders  said  they  en¬ 
courage  all  overseas  Methodists  who 
seek  help  from  them  to  also  relate  to  of¬ 
ficial  structures  like  Global  Ministries 
and  CIEMAL.  They  blame  the  fear  of 
some  Latin  American  leaders  on  “faulty 
information”  provided  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  officials. 

They  said  they  had  begun  to  think  de¬ 
nominational  leaders  might  be  willing  to 
allow  peaceful  coexistence  in  the  church. 

They  cited,  for  example,  Ms.  Billings’ 
statement  after  the  society’s  May  “send¬ 
ing  forth”  service  that  the  society  had 
chosen  its  first  assignments  well  by 
avoiding  competition  with  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  And  they  mentioned  her  pledge  to 
Kenyan  Methodist  leaders  that  Global 
Ministries  would  be  willing  to  work  with 
anybody  to  fulfill  the  church’s  mission 
(see  UMR,  May  24). 

“We  were  very  encouraged,  and  I  was 
ready  to  write  (to  Global  Ministries  to 
explore  possible  joint  work)  until  we 
learned  of  their  blocking  actions,”  Mr. 
Maclin  said. 

He  said  the  Council  of  Bishops’  refusal 
to  allow  previously  assigned  bishops  to 
attend  the  society’s  "sending  forth”  ser¬ 
vice  was  another  discouragement. 


Dr.  Gallaway  said:  “The  doctrine  of 
pluralism  in  this  church  is  dead”  if  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  agencies  and  bishops  insist 
that  all  actions  by  United  Methodists 
have  to  go  through  official  channels. 

He  said  the  society  has  followed  the 
“rules”  advocated  by  denominational 
leaders  last  year:  wait  for  invitations 
from  an  overseas  Methodist  church  be¬ 
fore  sending  missionaries;  avoid  areas 
where  Global  Ministries  already  has  per¬ 
sonnel. 


“If  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  comes  into  Latin 
America,  it  will  pro¬ 
voke  another  theologi¬ 
cal  and  ideological  field 
of  battle” 

—Bishop  M.  Hernandez 


“Now  we  find  they’re  almost  threaten¬ 
ing  these  churches  not  to  relate  to  any¬ 
body  but  Global  Ministries,”  Dr. 
Gallaway  said.  “I  think  they’ve  been  to¬ 
tally  deceptive  with  us  and  have  acted  in 
a  fashion  that  is  indefensible  by  moral, 
ethical  and  Christian  standards. 

“The  tragedy  is  that  no  bishop  has 
been  willing  or  able  to  challenge  this 
raw  grab  for  power.” 

United  Methodist  congregations  and 
individuals  who  support  the  society  do  so 
as  a  supplementary  effort  in  addition  to 


supporting  official  agencies,  Dr. 
Gallaway  said. 

Society  now  ‘forced  to  compete’ 

"But  if  our  missionaries  are  blocked 
off,  we  may  not  have  any  choice  but 
compete,”  he  said. 

“From  here  on  out,”  Mr.'  Maclin  said, 
“we  won’t  announce  publicly  where 
we’re  sending  missionaries  until  the  peo¬ 
ple  already  are  there— we  don’t  want  the 
hassle  from  Global  Ministries.” 

Dr.  Gallaway  said  the  time  seems  to 
be  near  when  supporters  of  the  Mission 
Society  will  find  they  cannot  in  good  con¬ 
science  continue  also  to  give  money  to 
Global  Ministries. 

Until  now,  he  said,  the  church  of  every 
pastor  on  the  society’s  board  of  directors 
has  been  paying  100  percent  of  its  appor¬ 
tionments  for  official  church  programs. 

Ms.  Billings  told  the  Reporter  that  her 
public  reaction  to  the  Mission  Society’s 
criticisms  has  to  be  “no  comment.” 

“I  think  it’s  time  for  conversations  to 
take  place  within  the  framework  of  the 
dialogue  (among  the  Mission  Society, 
Global  Ministries  and  bishops)  mandated 
by  the  1984  General  Conference,"  she 
said,  adding  that  the  ground  rules  of  the 
meetings  which  have  been  taking  place 
for  a  year  was  that  the  parties  would  not 
talk  about  disagreements  publicly. 

She  said  she  was  not  reneging  on  earli¬ 
er  statements  which  society  leaders 
found  hopeful.  But  any  cooperation  must 
be  done  in  light  of  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  statement  that  Global  Ministries 
is  the  sole  missionary-sending  agency  in 
the  church,  she  said. 


adequately  implement  the  Sullivan  Prin¬ 
ciples,”  it  will  divest  from  companies 
that  either  refuse  to  adopt  the  Sullivan 
Principles  within  two  years,  or  fail  “to 
demonstrate  adequate  initiative  in  im¬ 
plementing  the  goals  of  the  Sullivan 
Principles.” 

The  board  action  specifies  that  com¬ 
panies  with  more  than  25  employees  in 
South  Africa  must  attain  and  maintain  a 
Category  I  (“excellent”)  or  Category  II 
(“some  progress”)  rating,  as  monitored 
by  a  firm  of  independent  consultants. 
The  two-year  timeline  is  dated  from 
July  11,  1985,  for  stocks  already  in  the 
portfolio;  others  will  have  two  years 
from  the  time  of  the  company's  addition 
to  the  board’s  portfolio. 

Stock  in  110  S.  African  firms 

The  legislation  will  affect  19  compa¬ 
nies  in  the  board’s  portfolio  that  do  not 
subscribe  to  the  Sullivan  guidelines,  offi¬ 
cers  said.  The  board  holds  stock  in  110 
corporations  that  do  business  in  South 
Africa. 

Gerald  “Jed"  Hornung,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  pension  board,  which  man¬ 
ages  the  largest  church  pension  fund  in 
the  U.S.,  said,  “We  would  have  no  lever¬ 
age  if  we  sell  our  shares  to  someone  who 
couldn't  care  less.  Then  we  would  have 
no  witness  at  all  in  South  Africa.” 

Mr.  Hornung  is  a  lawyer  who  was  an 
investment  manager  for  a  New  York 
firm  before  becoming  head  of  the  church 
pension  board  in  Evanston,  Ill.  He  said 
the  board’s  approach  to  the  divestment 
issue  is  in  accordance  with  the  church’s 
Social  Principles,  a  document  which  says 
“the  church  must  regard  nations  as  ac¬ 
countable  for  unjust  treatment  of  their  citi¬ 
zens  and  others  living  within  their  borders.  ’  ’ 

The  board  action  came  with  almost  no 
discussion  and  only  minor  amendments. 
Earlier,  church  activists  who  sought 
stronger  divestment  measures  pleaded 
their  case  to  the  board’s  Corporate  and 
Fiduciary  Responsibility  Committee. 

Process  ‘no  longer  adequate’ 

The  Rev.  George  McClain,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Methodist  Federation 
Social  Action,  a  liberal  caucus  within  the 
denomination,  told  the  committee  that 
his  organization  questions  "whether  the 
promotion  of  the  Sullivan  Principles  any 
longer  serves  as  responsible  stewardship 
of  our  church’s  economic  resources.” 
Unless  a  company  with  “enlightened” 
practices  is  “challenging  tooth  and  nail” 
the  structures  of  apartheid,  its  presence 
in  South  Africa  “adds  significant  eco¬ 
nomic,  technological  and  psychological 
support”  to  the  apartheid  system,  said 
Mr.  McClain. 

The  Rev.  Patricia  Townsend  of  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  N.Y.,  a  district  superintendent, 
said  that  although  she  felt  the  pension 
board  had  “gone  to  work  in  good  faith,” 
using  the  Sullivan  Principles,  “the  origi¬ 
nal  solution  is  no  longer  adequate.” 

Gloria  Kaul,  chair  of  the  responsibility 
committee,  said  the  board  is  in  “constant 
communication”  with  the  companies  in 
their  portfolio  with  dealings  in  South  Af¬ 
rica,  and  "sometimes  we  needle  them 
and  bring  pressure  to  bear  for  them  to 
live  up  to  Category  I  or  II.” 

Mr.  Hornung,  calling  the  pension 
board  "leaders  in  fighting  apartheid”  for 
almost  eight  years,  said  “we  need  better 
public  relations  to  make  our  perfor¬ 
mance  known.” 

Board  investors  must  walk  a  “tight¬ 
rope”  to  stay  in  compliance  with  Meth¬ 
odist  Social  Principles  while  being  “pru¬ 
dent  investors,”  he  said. 


Ghana  ‘broke  ranks’  after  personal  contacts 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  family  visit  to  Tulsa,  Okla.,  played  a 
key  role  in  the  fact  that  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Ghana  “broke  ranks”  in  world 
Methodism  and  asked  for  missionaries 
from  an  unofficial  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sions  group. 

Now  the  autonomous  African  church  is 
at  the  center  of  an  international  Method¬ 
ist  storm  (see  story  above). 

People  confused  about  the  fight  be¬ 
tween  United  Methodist  missions  agen¬ 
cies  may  find  some  interesting  insights, 
if  not  understanding,  by  looking  at  how 
the  Ghana  Church  got  embroiled. 

Two  groups  campaigning 

Leaders  of  the  official  and  unofficial 
missionary  agencies  have  been  criss¬ 
crossing  Africa  and  Latin  America,  each 
trying  to  win  over  local  Methodists  to 
their  position,  several  sources  said. 

Thus  far,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
appears  successful  in  persuading  most 
overseas  Methodists  that  the  only  way 
they  should  get  aid  from  United  Method¬ 
ists  is  through  the  official  board. 

But  the  churches  in  Ghana  and  Colom¬ 
bia  broke  ranks  last  winter. 

Both  churches  asked  for  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  help  after  special  personal  interac¬ 
tions,  the  Reporter  has  learned. 

For  example,  the  Mission  Society  be¬ 
gan  the  groundwork  in  its  relationship 
with  the  Ghana  church  last  December 
when  the  Rev.  Jacob  S.A.  Stephens  was 
visiting  his  son  at  Oral  Roberts  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Dr.  Stephens,  who  had  just  been  elect¬ 
ed  to  head  the  Ghana  Methodist  Church, 
talked  to  some  United  Methodists  in  Tul¬ 
sa  about  needs  in  training  lay  pastors. 

Global  Ministries  has  no  mission  per¬ 
sonnel  working  with  the  autonomous 
church  in  Ghana  which  was  started  by 
British  Methodists. 

Some  Tulsans  gave  Dr.  Stephens  the 


Mission  Society’s  phone  number. 

(The  Mission  Society  was  established  a 
year  ago  primarily  by  more  than  a  score 
of  pastors  of  large  UM  churches  who 
claimed  Global  Ministries  wasn’t  placing 
the  proper  emphasis  on  evangelism  or  on 
moving  the  church  into  new  areas.  They 
said  they  would  “supplement”  Global 
Ministries’  work,  filling  in  where  the  of¬ 
ficial  board  wasn’t  active.) 

Dr.  Stephens  ended  up  flying  to  Atlan¬ 
ta  and  visiting  with  the  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin 
at  the  Mission  Society  headquarters  for 
three  days.  Mr.  Maclin  previously  had 
lived  in  Ghana  as  part  of  his  long  career 
with  Global  Ministries  before  switching 
to  the  Mission  Society  last  year. 

Back  in  Tulsa,  he  interviewed  the  Rev. 
Max  and  Patricia  Borah  who  were  flown 
in  from  Illinois  by  the  Mission  Society. 
Dr.  Stephens  decided  they  were  what  he 
needed  and  asked  them  to  come  to  Gha¬ 
na,  Mr.  Maclin  told  the  Reporter. 

UM  officials  reject  dual  relations 

Dr.  Stephens  embarked  on  a  path  of 
using  Mission  Society  personnel  but  also 
relating  to  Global  Ministries  which  in¬ 
cludes  four  Ghana  projects  among  its 
Advance  Special  funds. 

He  asked  Mr.  Maclin  to  come  to  Gha¬ 
na  later  in  the  winter  to  preach  at  the 
service  of  his  installation  as  president, 
an  event  that  drew  thousands  of  Ghanans. 

Dr.  Stephens  also  asked  the  Rev. 
James  Lyles,  executive  in  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  Africa  department,  to  preach  at 
the  ordination  service  for  new  pastors 
later  this  summer. 

The  dual  relations  suited  the  Mission 
Society's  plan  of  action  but  apparently 
not  Global  Ministries'  or  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’  ideal  for 
mission  work. 

Working  with  several  bishops  during 
the  council’s  May  meeting.  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  officials  offered  to  send  the  Borahs 


to  Ghana  as  their  own  missionaries. 

The  Borahs  refused  to  go  as  Global 
Ministries  missionaries.  They  said  they 
were  disillioned  a  few  years  ago  when 
they  were  accepted  as  Global  Ministries 
missionaries  and  found  the  missionary 
orientation  sessions  basically  ignored 
the  evangelistic  part  of  missions. 

Mr.  Borah’s  bishop  then  refused  to  ap¬ 
point  him  to  go  as  a  Mission  Society  mis¬ 
sionary. 

The  Mission  Society  went  ahead  and 
assigned  him  to  Ghana  later  this  year. 

Mr.  Borah  had  to  take  a  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  from  his  Southern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference.  But  at  its  spring  meeting,  he 
got  a  public  hug  and  blessing  from  his 
bishop  and  a  standing  ovation  from  con¬ 
ference  members. 

Letter  gives  agency  position 

On  June  26,  Dr.  Stephens  received  a 
letter  from  Global  Ministries. 

Over  Mr.  Lyles’  signature,  the  letter 
referred  to  the  Episcopal  Address  to  the 
1984  General  Conference  and  action  tak¬ 
en  this  spring  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  stated  that  “personnel  and  program 
support  requests  should  come  to  and/or 
through  the  World  Division  (of  Global 
Ministries)  from  all  overseas  churches. 

“Requests  for  personnel  from  sub¬ 
units  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  solicitation  of  program  support  and 
personal  gifts  from  United  Methodists 
outside  our  official  structure  ruptures 
relationships  and  does  violence  to  the 
structure  and  connectionalism  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“As  a  member  of  the  Methodist  family 
and  judicatory  of  an  autonomous  church, 
we  respect  your  territory  and  integrity. 
We  therefore  ask  and  expect  no  less 
from  you. 

“Finally,  on  behalf  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  I  welcome  personnel  and  program 
support  requests  from  the  Methodist 


Church  in  Ghana  and  pledge  every  effort 
as  equal  partners  in  ministry  and  mis¬ 
sion,”  the  letter  concluded. 

‘Not  directly  against  Borahs’ 

Peggy  Billings,  head  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  World  Program  Division,  denied 
Mission  Society  accusations  that  the  let¬ 
ter  was  designed  directly  to  stop  the  Bo¬ 
rahs  from  arriving  at  their  assigned 
stations. 

Rather,  she  said,  it  emphasized  the 
importance  of  relating  only  through  offi¬ 
cial  channels. 

She  said  the  impetus  for  the  letter  was 
not  the  Borahs’  assignment  but  recent 
requests  mailed  by  Dr.  Stephens  to  a  few 
United  Methodist  bishops.  He  asked  the 
bishops  for  direct  relationships  between 
the  Ghana  church  and  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  bishops’  areas. 

"The  bishops  turned  the  requests  over 
to  us  so  that  we  could  let  him  know  that 
the  bishops  don’t  want  such  bilateral  re¬ 
lationships.  Rather,  the  bishops  want  to  re¬ 
late  to  overseas  churches  through  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,”  Ms.  Billings  said. 

The  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway  of  Peoria,  Ill., 
Mission  Society  chairman,  when  told  of 
Ms.  Billings’  explanation,  said  he  re¬ 
mains  cohvinced  Global  Ministries  in¬ 
tended  the  letter  to  block  the  Borahs.  He 
said  it  obviously  seemed  so  to  Dr.  Ste¬ 
phens  because  he  promptly  sent  a  copy 
of  it  to  the  Mission  Society. 

“If  ever  there  was  an  intimidating  let¬ 
ter,  that  was  one,"  Dr.  Gallaway  said. 

Ms.  Billings  said  Global  Ministries  has 
not  heard  from  Dr.  Stephens  in  response 
to  the  letter. 

Dr.  Stephens  could  not  be  reached  by 
phone  in  Ghana  last  week.  According  to 
family  members,  he  was  enroute  at 
UMR  press  time  to  the  United  States 
where  the  next  chapter  of  the  story  will 
unfold. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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Real  men  urged  at  congress  to  do  church  lay  ministry 
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By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

WEST  LAFAYETTE.  Ind. -Noting  a 
lot  of  confusion  among  United  Methodist 
men  as  to  what  it  takes  to  be  a  real  man 
and  a  real  Christian  today.  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma  Area)  assured 
5.620  men  that  it  is  still  relevant  “to 
waiK  in  me  tooisteps  oi  Jesus. 

Addressing  the  opening  plenary  of 
United  Methodist  Men  Congress,  the 
bishop  added.  "We  (men)  must  not  only 
find  the  good  news  for  ourselves,  but 
must  share  it." 

The  Rev.  Robert  Schuller  followed 
Bishop  Hardt  by  a  few  hours  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  told  the  men  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  "a  sleeping  giant”  whose 
greatness  is  contingent  upon  acquiring 
"great  men  with  great  minds,  a  great 
message  and  a  great  Master." 

The  California  minister,  best  known 
for  his  TV  ministry,  asserted,  "We’re  los¬ 
ing  our  men  in  the  mainline  churches, 
but  you  in  this  room  have  the  power  to 

Throngs  of  men— with  colorful  vests 
and  patches  to  identify  their  homes — get 
group  pictures  taken  in  the  midst  of  a 
conference  exploring  men’s  search  for 
identity  in  the  church. 


change  the  church  so  that  whole  world 
will  be  shaken.’ 

Taking  woman-dominated  places 

The  fourth  quadrennial  congress, 
meeting  on  the  Purdue  University  cam¬ 
pus  July  12-14,  pursued  the  theme:  Build¬ 
ing  M*1"  "f  Hope 


The  largest  gathering  ever  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Methodist  Men 
(UMM),  which  officials  say  has  grown  by 
15  percent  in  eight  years,  included  per 
sons  12  to  89  years  of  age  from  all  50 
states  and  many  foreign  countries. 
Officials  of  the  congress  said  its  aim  was 
to  give  men  "handles"  for  taking  their 


rightful  place  in  the  ministry  and  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  church,  areas  of  Christian 
service  that  have  been  dominated  by 
women. 

As  women  take  men’s  places  in  areas 
like  finance  committees  and  boards  of 
trustees,  said  a  California  layleader,  this 
frees  men  to  be  in  mission. 


Bishops  hear  more  nuclear  advice 

‘ Avoid  Reagan  focus,  shun  doomsday  rhetoric ,  address  consciences' 


Compiled  From  News  Services 

WASHINGTON  — A  special  nuclear 
crisis  panel  of  United  Methodist  bishops 
on  July  15-16  heard  13  hours  of  testimony 
from  25  persons  who  advised  how  they 
should  proceed  with  a  two-year  project 
to  involve  United  Methodists  in  peace¬ 
making. 

Most  experts  who  spoke  were  sharply 
critical  of  Reagan  administration  nucle¬ 
ar  policies. 

But  views  were  far  more  divergent 
than  the  heavily  condemnatory  speeches 
given  by  the  bishops’  consultants  to  the 
full  Council  of  Bishops  at  its  spring 
meeting  (see  UMR,  May  10). 

In  favor  of  the  President’s  position 
were  a  written  statement  by  U.S.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Defense  Caspar  W.  Weinberger 
and  testimony  by  a  U.S.  Air  Force  briga¬ 
dier  general  who  is  a  leader  in  a  local 
United  Methodist  congregation. 

Several  persons  advised  the  bishops 
against  producing  a  pastoral  letter  on 
nuclear  warfare  later  this  fall  that 
makes  opposition  to  President  Reagan 
its  focal  point. 

A  common  concern  of  most  church 
members  who  testified  was  that  the 
bishops  address  the  letter  primarily  to 
the  consciences  of  United  Methodists 
rather  than  to  government  leaders.  The 
bishops  hope  to  produce  a  letter  and  a 
study  document  that  will  involve  most  of 
the  9.2-million-member  denomination 
during  the  next  year. 

Testifying  before  the  six-member  pan¬ 
el  at  Foundry  United  Methodist  Church 
were  scientists,  specialists  who  have 
held  government  arms  control  posts, 
theologians,  psychiatrists,  members  of 
Congress,  peace  movement  activists, 
pastors  and  researchers. 

The  megaton  of  material,  along  with 


advice  from  UM  panels  set  up  in  various 
areas  across  the  nation,  will  be  gathered 
for  review  at  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  in  November. 

‘Don’t  dangle  over  Armaggedon’ 

Several  asked  the  bishops  to  shun 
doomsday  rhetoric. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  C.  Birch  of  UM-relat- 
ed  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  said. 
"Your  paper  should  not  dangle  us  over 
the  fires  of  Armaggedon  as  the  religious 
right’  does,  but  should  call  us  to  alterna¬ 
tives  short  of  the  end  of  the  age.” 

Professor  Stanley  Hauerwas  of  UM- 
related  Duke  University  School  of  Divin¬ 
ity  was  among  witnesses  urging  that  not 
all  blame  be  put  on  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  policies.  Instead,  he  urged  taking  a 
position  "for  the  long  haul  when  Pres. 
Reagan  is  no  longer  around  scaring  the 
hell  out  of  people." 

Jeanne  Vaughn  Mattison,  director  of 
the  American  Committee  on  East-West 
Accord  here,  warned.  "There  is  almost 
an  automatic  equasion  that  if  it  is  mili¬ 
tary  it  is  bad."  She  called  for  separating 
considerations  of  “usable,  conventional 
weapons"  and  nuclear  arms 

Referred  to  frequently  during  the  two 
days  was  Mr.  Reagan's  "Strategic  De¬ 
fense  Initiative,"  the  so-called  "Star 
Wars"  program.  It  was  widely  catigated 
as  an  incredibly  costly  program  with  in¬ 
herent  major  technological  shortcom¬ 
ings. 

Carl  Sagan,  scientist,  award-winning 
author  and  television  producer,  said  the 
nation’s  tendency  "is  to  find  a  technical 
fix  to  solve  technical  problems.  It  is  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  clear  there  is  no 
technical  fix  to  the  nuclear  arms  race.” 

On  the  other  hand.  Brig.  Gen.  Robert 
R.  Rankine  Jr.  charaterized  Star  Wars 


CLASSIFIED 
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order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
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GROUPS  OF  12  OR  MORE:  Famous  great  passion 
play-package  includes  $7  50  tickets,  lodging, 
swimming  and  meals  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm 
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(501)253-8418  today' 
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free  sample  copy  and  catalog  of  evangelism  mate¬ 
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FIRST  UMC.  WORTHINGTON.  MN.  is  seeking  a 

Srson  to  fill  the  position  of  Director  of  Christian 
lucation  and  Youth  Ministries.  Send  resume  by 
Aug  10.  1985,  to  Dr  H  R  Biederman,  408  11th  St  . 
Box  668,  Worthington.  MN  56187 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMMING  with  emphasis 

on  membership  development  and  strength  in  mu¬ 
sic  and/or  youth  ministry  Music  includes  pipe  or¬ 
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MINISTER  OF  VISITATION/EVANGELISM 
Half-time  position  in  rapidly  growing.  600-mem¬ 
ber  congregation  Contact  the  Rev  James  A.  Har- 
nish.  St  Lukes  United  Methodist  Church.  4851 
Apopka-Vmeland  Road.  Orlando.  FL  32819 


OCCASIONAL  INSTRl'CTOR(S)  for  three  courses 
in  United  Methodist  doctrine,  history  and  polity 
Minimal  degree  requirement:  M  Div;  advanced 
graduate  work  preferred.  Submit  letter  of  applica¬ 
tion  and  biographical  data  and  have  three  letters 
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D  MIN  PROGRAM  BY  ASBURY  Theological 
Seminary  to  be  offered  in  Pensacola,  FL.  January 
1986  All  classes  offered  on  site.  Contact  Edward 
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SEE-FEEL-LIVE  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND  for  10 
inspirational  days  Sponsored  by  Educational  Op- 
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eb.  23.  1986,  for  $1,398  For  information  and  free 
brochure,  write  Rev  Ernest  A.  Fritschle.  15011 
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SOUTH  PACIFIC-ORIENT.  Sept  23  New  Zea¬ 
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Brochure  available  Dr  Edward  Laux,  6247  An- 
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COME  WITH  US  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND'  Nov  12- 
20.  1985  10-day  deluxe  biblical  tour  for  only 
$1,299  Rev  Roberta  L  Williams.  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  9  N  Main  St.,  Mansfield.  MA 
02048  (617)  339-3560  Write  for  brochure  Arrange¬ 
ments  by  Travelink  Tours.  International 


RUSSIA  THIS  FALL'  American  odyssey  for  peace 
and  understanding.  23  days:  Sept  20-Oct  12.  1985 
Geneva.  Prague,  Lvov.  Kiev.  Yerevan,  Stalingrad. 
Moscow  Churches,  schools,  peace  committees, 
WCC,  U.N  .  concerts  and  free  time.  NYC  round 
trip  $1,995  led  by  Rev  and  Mrs  Richard  and  Jean 
Rodes,  USSR  lecturers,  peace  educators  All  ages 
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NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM  Growing  with 
Today's  Children  "  From:  Family  Education  En¬ 
terprises.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690 
Palm  Ave .  La  Mesa,  CA  92041  $10  text  and  guide. 

GUERRILLAS  OF  GRACE  PRAYERS  for  the 
Battle  by  Ted  Loder.  senior  minister.  The  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Germantown,  PA  Pray¬ 
ers  that  are  honest,  tough  and  grace-filled.  Useful 
in  liturgy  and  powerful  in  personal  reflection  and 
growth.  $10.95  includes  postage  LuraMedia.  10227 
AutumnView.  Suite  28.  San  Diego.  CA  92126  (619) 
578-1948 

FOR  SALE:  MAI  BASIC  FOUR  COMPUTER  sys¬ 
tem.  CPU  *  2  75-MG  Disk  drives.  224-KB  memory. 
Like  new  cond.  Have  outgrown  system.  Can  see  in 
operation  Contact  Joye  Wise.  East  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ence  office.  (216)  499-3972 

FOR  SALE:  50  GOLD  CHOIR  ROBES  and  50  dark 
green  choir  robes  Please  call  (214)  324-3661  for 
more  information  ! 

GOSPEL  THROUGH  EYES  of  cancer-surviving 
singer  poet.  Also,  compelling  musical  about  Jesus 
called  "The  Troublemaker  "  Free  audition  tape. 
Box  470203.  Fort  Worth.  TX  76147.  (817)  923-0716 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  HOUSE  FOR  SALE  Four 
bedrooms,  two  baths.  Bill  Culp.  Route  6.  Box  33. 
Mooresville.  NC  28115  (704)  664-2066. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  UNITED  METHODISTS, 
friends  and  families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation! 
Write  P.0  Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL  60204 

TRINITY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  1000 

W  Woodward  Ave..  Ruston.  LA  71270.  (318)  251- 
0750.  Part-time  organist  position  open  in  1,800- 
member  church  Instruments  include  a 
3-manual.  45-rank  Holtkamp  Position  involves  2 
morning  services  and  evening  adult  choir  rehears¬ 
al  Opportunities  for  teaching.  Salarv  around 
$7,000 

CHURCH  IN  MIAMI  DISTRICT  SEEKS  Youth 
young  adult  program  director  Requirements:  Col¬ 
lege  degree  in  Christian  education  or  equivalent 
experience,  ability  to  work  with  Hispanic  and  An¬ 
glo  communities.  Send  resume:  Palm  Springs 
United  Methodist  Church.  5700  W  12th  Ave..  Hiale¬ 
ah.  FL  33012  ! 

COUNTY-SEAT  CHURCH  HAS  an  opportunity  for 
a  Director  of  Youth  and  C  E  Please  send  vour  re- 
sumes  to  First  UMC,  P  O  Box  214,  Weatherford. 

TX  76086. 

VENICE.  FL- GRACE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  (1.700  members)  is  seeking  a  full-time  Di- 
rector  or  Minister  of  Children  and  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  GUMC. 
400  E  Field  Ave  .  Venice,  FL  33595.  Attn:  Bonnie 
Stuck 

REFUGEE  MINISTRY  IN  DALLAS.  CWS  agency 
directoi1  needed.  Responsibilities  sponsorship  de- 
velopment.  agency  administration  $18,000.  travel 
Open  to  retired,  job  sharing,  etc.  Resumes  Liz  De- 
villet.  4113  Junius.  Dallas  75246 

I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  NETWORK  with  pastors  who 
have  had  an  Outward  Bound  experience  Please 
write  me  at  Glenn  A  Young  Jr  Fairhaven  United 
Methodist  Church.  12801  Darnestown  Road.  Gaith¬ 
ersburg.  MD  20878 

COMPUTERIZE  YOUR  FINANCIAL  secretary 
Fully  tested  program  listing  in  MBasic,  documen- 
tation.  instructions— $29  95  Proven  on  churches 
from  100-1,000  members  Genesee  Valley  UMC,  70 
Bailey  Road  West  Henrietta.  NY  14586  (716)  458- 
5927 

FOR  SALE  A  B  DICK  STENCIL  MACHINE 
Used  for  church  bulletins,  etc.  Serviced  regularly, 
excellent  condition.  Stencil  supplies  included  $400 
or  best  offer  Call  Rawlinsville.  PA  (717)  284-4288 

as  one  "of  vigorous  research  focused  on 
advanced  defensive  technologies."  Such 
efforts,  he  said,  can  "provide  a  better 
basis  for  deterring  aggression  and  in¬ 
creasing  the  security  of  the  United 
States  and  our  allies.” 

Gen.  Rankine  is  Air  Force  special  as¬ 
sistant  for  the  Star  Wars  project.  In  pri¬ 
vate  life,  he  chairs  the  administrative 
board  at  Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Arlington,  Va. 

UM  general  asks  understanding 

In  a  personal  appeal  to  the  bishops, 
Gen.  Rankine  added:  "It’s  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  me,  as  a  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tian.  that  what  I’m  doing  be  seen  in  the 
church  as  war  prevention,  rather  than 
the  conducting  of  war."  He  said  he  hopes 
the  bishops  accept  the  idea  that  "prepa¬ 
ration  for  war  and  war  prevention  can 
go  hand-in-hand." 

Several  speakers  called  for  finding 
fresh  approaches  in  the  pastoral. 

“Your  challenge  is  to  rise  to  address 
the  moral  and  political  demands  of  our 
time,  not  to  repeat  old  responses  to  the 
conditions  of  other  times,”  asserted  Pro¬ 
fessor  Gene  Sharp  who  directs  the  Pro¬ 
gram  on  Nonviolent  Sanctions  at 
Harvard  University. 

Although  held  to  gather  opinions  on  a 
United  Methodist  statement,  the  meeting 
often  centered  on  a  previous  pastoral 
letter  on  nuclear  weapons-the  one  issued 
by  the  nation's  Catholic  bishops  in  1983. 

Edward  Doherty,  an  official  of  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Conference  criticized  parts 
of  his  own  bishops’  letter  and  urged  the 

Board  seeks 
homosexual 
definition 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DENVER— A  decision  about  a  self- 
avowed  homosexual  minister  has  been 
delayed  because  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference  board  in  charge  can’t 
decide  what  the  term  "self-avowed, 
practicing  homosexual"  means. 

Denominational  law  — adopted  in 
1984— prohibits  the  appointment  to  a 
clergy  assignment  of  any  "self-avowed, 
practicing  homosexual.” 

The  conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  is  having  to  decide  what  to  do 
about  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush.  Two  Rocky 
Mountain  ministers  filed  a  grievance 
about  his  reappointment  as  part-time 
pastor  of  the  87-member  St.  Paul's  UMC 
in  Denver  (see  UMR.  June  21). 

The  two  ministers  pointed  to  major 
stories  in  the  local  media  quoting  Mr. 
Rush  acknowledging  his  same-sex  orien¬ 
tation  and  his  marriage-like  relationship 
with  another  man.  They  contended  his 
lifestyle  is  not  consistent  with  the  1984 
General  Conference  action  on  clergy 
sexual  practice. 

Rev.  Keith  Watson,  chairman  of  the 
Board  on  Ordained  Ministry  said  the 
board  will  appoint  a  committee  to  pro¬ 
pose  a  definition  for  "self-avowed,  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexual."  That  definition  will 
be  taken  to  a  closed  session  of  the  annual 
conference  for  its  approval,  he  said. 

Mr.  Watson  told  UMNS:  "The  public 
may  feel  a  definition  is  easy.  We  found 
that  the  definitions  contained  in  the 
statement  of  complaints  were  not  ones 
we  could  accept.  We  had  no  other  ac¬ 
cepted  definitions  to  go  on. 

“Our  review  committee  saw  itself  as 
the  final  step  to  a  review  and  resolution 
of  a  grievance  rather  than  the  first  step 
toward  a  trial,"  he  said. 

In  its  ruling  Oct.  26.  1985,  the  Judicial 
Council  did  not  attempt  to  define  the 
term  "self-avowed,  practicing  homosex¬ 
ual"  According  to  the  conference 
board's  statement.  "This  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  decision  clearly  gives  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  authority  to  define  the  term." 

The  board  said  it  was  following  a  "de¬ 
liberate  process"  to  get  the  matter  be¬ 
fore  the  next  called  executive  session  of 
annual  conference  "to  be  sensitive  to  not 
only  the  individuals  in  this  case,  but  also 
the  implications  for  the  entire  church." 


United  Methodist  bishops  to  avoid  over¬ 
sights  in  the  Catholic  document. 

He  said  the  Catholic  bishops  failed  to 
address  the  issue  of  the  growing  “milita¬ 
rization  of  the  U.S.  economy”  in  either 
the  war-and-peace  document  or  the  re¬ 
cent  first  draft  of  their  pastoral  letter  on 
the  American  economy. 

Kermit  D.  Johnson,  a  retired  major 
general  and  former  chief  of  Army  chap¬ 
lains  who  has  converted  to  the  anti-nu¬ 
clear  cause,  said  the  United  Methodist 
letter  could  serve  as  a  “natural  sequel  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops’  letter.” 

While  praising  the  Catholic  bishop’s 
contribution  to  the  nuclear  debate,  Mr. 
Johnson  said  the  letter’s  “highly  qualified’ 
condemnation  of  nuclear  arms  “seems  to 
weaken  an  otherwise  bold  message.”  He 
said  the  starting  point  for  the  United 
Methodist  bishops  should  be  that  nuclear 
deterrence  itself  is  “immoral.” 

Contributing  to  this  report  were  Rob¬ 
ert  Lear  of  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  and  William  Bole  of  Religious  News 
Service. 


Doing  the  church’s  business  is  a  new 
role  for  men,"  he  said,  "instead  of  doing 
the  business  of  the  church. 

During  one  of  the  Bible  meditations  he 
led  in  the  plenary  sessions,  the  Rev. 
James  Buskirk  of  Tulsa  said,  “Too  many 
times  the  men  have  run  out  the  back 
door  of  the  church  and  left  the  women  to 
face  the  problems  caused  by  the  devil." 

The  largest  category  of  “infosessions" 
dealt  with  ways  men  can  be  in  ministry 
and  mission. 

The  next  largest  category  dealt  with 
spiritual  development  and  Christian  living. 

Two  sessions  concerned  men’s  roles  in 
women’s  issues:  “Men  and  the  Feminist 
Peace  Movement”  and  “Men’s  Coalition 
Against  Battering:  How  Men  Help  Per¬ 
sons  Who  Batter”. 

Spiritual  programs  boosted 

Relatively  few  sessions  had  to  do  with 
social  issues.  One  delegate  noted  approv¬ 
ingly  that  the  congress  placed  no  empha¬ 
sis  on  "social  justice,  just  evangelism." 
and  then  he  added,  "Evangelism  will 
bring  that  justice.” 

The  congress  launched  a  new  spiritual 
formation  program  for  United  Methodist 
Men  groups.  The  20-hour,  10-month 
“Spiritual  Journey  for  Men”  is  intended 
“to  help  men  who  are  tired  of  wading  in 
the  shallows  to  plunge  into  the  ocean 
depths  of  experience  with  God,”  said  Dr. 
Ross  Freeman,  secretary  of  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  and  developer-writ¬ 
er  of  the  program. 

The  program  is  based  on  research  car¬ 
ried  out  over  a  three  year  period  that  in¬ 
dicates  that: 

•  Men  grow  in  groups  better  than  alone; 

•  Men  follow  a  spiritual  road  map  bet¬ 
ter  than  they  can  grow  accidentally; 

•  Men  can  demonstrate  the  gospel  bet¬ 
ter  than  they  can  talk  about  it. 

Urging  the  men  to  go  home  and  start 
spiritual  formation  groups  in  September 
and  October,  Dr.  Freeman  said,  "Catch  a 
vision  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  United 
Methodist  men  discovering  what  it 
means  to  be  spiritually  mature,  a  vision 
of  men  moving  the  church  out  of  the 
building  into  the  world  and  spreading 
scriptural  holiness  over  this  land.” 

Two  ministry  and  mission  partner¬ 
ships  already  supported  by  the  United 
Methodist  Men  were  enlarged  upon  and 
ensured.  The  congress  officially  initiated 
a  campaign  which  is  projected  to  raise 
$1  million  in  24  months  for  the  United 
Methodist  Men  Foundation. 

This  fund  will  permanently  endow  the 
relatively  new  office  of  scouting  minis¬ 
try  and  the  prayer  ministry  partnership 
with  the  Upper  Room  that  was  begun  in 
1978.  At  that  time  the  United  Methodist 


Men  underwrote  a  WATS  line  for  the 
Living  Prayer  Center  and  began  to  act 
as  prayer  advocates  and  to  set  up  cove¬ 
nant  prayer  groups. 

The  men’s  group  entered  a  publica¬ 
tions  partnership  with  Upper  Room  at 
the  congress  whereby  United  Methodist 
Men  will  promote  and  distribute  devo¬ 
tional  and  spiritual  formation  materials 
published  by  Upper  Room  as  a  service 
and  as  a  money-raising  project.  Upper 
Room  publishes  the  pocket-size  spiritual 
formation  course  books. 

Scouting  promoted 

During  a  recognition  of  the  empnaais 
on  scouting  as  a  means  of  evangelism, 
the  men  were  told  that  scouting  offers, 
“as  fine  a  code  for  hunan  behavior  as  has 
been  written,  coming  straight  out  of  the 
Bible.” 

Federal  judge  Gerald  Bard  Yjoflat,  a 
Florida  layman  with  a  successful  record 
in  promoting  scouting,  urged  the  men  at 
the  congress  to  work  to  mobilize  the 
community  and  get  youth  into  scouting 
and  “clean  your  act  up"  and  show  them 
by  example. 

On  the  final  morning  of  the  congress 
Dr.  Buskirk  challenged  the  group  to  de¬ 
velop  a  relation  with  God  beyond  leaning 
on  him  in  times  of  weakness.  "People 
come  to  God  with  their  weaknesses  and 
sins,"  he  said,  "but  God  has  a  gospel  for 
the  gifted. 

"Let  Him  harness  your  strengths,"  he 
urged.  "If  we  can  bring  God  our 
strengths,  then  we  can  be  men  of  hope.". 

After  a  sermon  that  "played  on  the 
heartstrings,”  Dr.  Buskirk  invited  "those 
who  wish  to  give  gifts,  strengths,  self”  to 
"flip  up  our  seats  and  do  business  with 
God."  A  rustle  swept  like  a  wave  across 
the  great  hall  as  nearly  all  the  men 
turned  to  kneel  at  their  seats. 

In  the  final  plenary  of  the  congress, 
the  Rev.  Evans  Edgar  Crawford  encour¬ 
aged  the  men  to  "embrace  the  ethnic 
heritage  as  one  of  our  gifts.”  The  Black 
seminary  professor  urged  the  UM  men 
as  Christians  to  walk  in  the  Light  and 
then  to  live  like  men  who  are  at  home  in 
"daylight.” 

In  a  historic  step  for  the  men's  organi¬ 
zation  and  in  the  UM  Church,  a  40  min¬ 
ute  television  presentation  of  the  congress 
called  “Men  of  Hope”  was  made  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications. 

The  documentary  is  scheduled  to  be 
broadcast  on  July  28  at  8:00  p.m.  EDT.  It 
will  be  carried  on  Westar  4  Transponder 
12  direct  for  the  video  with  audio  carried 
on  6.2  and  6.8  carriers.  Any  satellite  dish 
may  be  tuned  to  receive  the  broadcast  or 
it  can  be  received  by  cable  on  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Acts  network. 


Traditional  family,  high  standard 
still  God’s  ideal ,  ‘ Good  News’  told 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.-A  group 
of  1,200  “evangelical”  United  Methodists 
were  told  last  week  not  to  go  to  ex¬ 
tremes  or  confuse  the  issues  concerning 
the  family  and  the  roles  of  its  members. 

"Both  sides  go  to  extremes,”  the  Rev. 
David  Seamands  said  at  the  annual  con¬ 
vocation  of  Good  News,  the  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus. 

The  four-day  convocation  focused  on  the 
Christian  family  in  today’s  world. 

"We  conservatives  go  to  extremes  and 
deserve  a  lot  of  the  criticism  we  get,” 
the  Asbury  Seminary  professor-counsel¬ 
or  said.  "We  take  things  that  came  after 
the  fall— pathological  submissiveness— 
and  call  it  God’s  chain  of  command  for' 
the  family." 

"I  think  this  is  equal  to  blasphemous 
heresy,”  Dr.  Seamands  said. 

"I  think,  too,  there  is  heresy  on  the 
other  side,"  the  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  added,  shifting  focus  to  the  so-called 
liberal  faction  of  the  church.  “Rewriting 
the  scripture  in  the  language  of  Ms  mag¬ 
azine  is  heresy,  too.” 

Noting  the  reality  of  millions  of  bro¬ 
ken  homes  and  other  problems  “ad  infi¬ 
nitum,"  Dr.  Seamands  said  these  things 
represent  brokenness,  a  fall  from  God. 

"Call  them  different  patterns,”  he 
said,  “but  don’t  call  them  alternate  life¬ 
styles  and  consider  them  as  God’s  plan.” 

People  in  these  situations,  he  said, 
speaking  from  years  of  counseling  hurt¬ 
ing  families,  feel  guilty  enough.  What 
they  need,  he  counseled,  is  a  message  of 
hope  that  God  can  take  fifth  or  sixth 
choice  and  make  it  good. 

"In  the  process,  we  should  never  lower 
the  ethical  standards  of  God’s  plan  for 
the  family,”  Dr.  Seamands  cautioned,  re¬ 
iterating  that  there  is  no  substitute  for 
God’s  plan  for  emotional  health,  spiritu¬ 
al  health  and  normal  development. 

Nostalgic  stroll  ‘defines’  home 

The  Rev.  Gordon  MacDonald,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Inter-Varsity  Christian  Fellow¬ 
ship.  gave  a  picture  of  a  Christian  home 
by  recounting  a  nostalgic  stroll  through 
a  house  with  his  wife  at  moving  time  and 
remembering  things  that  had  made  the 
house  a  home. 

The  primary  quality  of  the  home,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  MacDonald,  is  peace— not 
just  any  old  peace  but  the  peace  of 
Christ.  He  defined  a  home  as  a  bubble  of 
protection  from  the  hostility  of  the  world. 

The  kitchen  where  his  wife  had  made 
it  a  rule  for  the  family  to  spend  an  hour 
each  day  together  at  supper  reminded 
the  pair  of  the  need  for  families  to  spend 


time  with  each  other.  Suppertime  became 
an  hour  of  instructing  the  children  how  to 
hear  God’s  voice,  Mr.  MacDonald  said. 

The  daughter’s  bedroom  where  they 
had  comforted  her  in  her  fear  and  anxi¬ 
ety  after  she  saw  a  frightening  movie 
underscored  the  necessity  that  parents 
be  there  when  children  need  them. 

The  son's  bedroom  brought  to  the  fa¬ 
ther’s  mind  the  experience  of  sitting  in 
the  closet  with  the  son  after  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  communication  and  learning  to 
listen. 

The  living  room  reminded  him  of  the 
time  when  his  daughter  was  struggling 
with  a  decision  and  needed  help.  He  was 
able  to  be  available  without  imposing  his 
will  on  her  decision. 

Even  the  garage  evoked  family  mem¬ 
ories.  This  one  was  of  the  father’s  prepa¬ 
ration  of  the  son  for  taking  the  family 
car  for  the  first  time.  The  son  had  peace, 
Mr.  MacDonald  said,  because  his  men¬ 
tors  had  prepared  him  ahead  of  time.  He 
was  being  trained  and  released  to  grow 
and  mature. 

Advice  for  hurting  parents 

Another  speaker  spoke  of  her  experi¬ 
ence  with  the  sometimes  painful  process 
of  being  shaped  as  a  parent. 

With  a  bit  of  “straight-man”  humor, 
Margie  Lewis,  author  of  "The  Hurting 
Parent,"  shared  the  story  of  her  hurt 
when  a  son  left  home  and  didn’t  want  to 
be  found,  even  at  Christmas  time. 

She  charted  the  stages  of  the  hurting 
parent  through  the  negatives  of  isolation 
and  shame,  rejection,  anger,  guilt  and 
despair— alternating  with  the  positives 
of  fellowship,  acceptance,  unconditional 
love,  forgiveness,  and  hope.  All  were  un¬ 
dergirded  by  waiting,  she  said. 

Mrs.  Lewis  said  she  had  learned  to  be 
concerned  with  the  "what  now’s"  rather 
than  the  "how  to’s”  of  her  earlier  years 
as  a  parent. 

The  ultimate  question  every  hurting 
parent  has  to  ask,  she  said,  is  “Am  I  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  hurts  of  my  child  or 
about  myself— my  shame?" 

"The  strategy,"  Mrs.  Lewis  said,  "is 
not  to  draw  children  back  to  us.  We  need 
to  think  of  ourselves  as  changing  instru¬ 
ments,  not  instruments  of  change.  His 


love  is  what  will  draw  our  children  back 
to  us  and  us  to  them." 

In  his  second  address.  Dr.  Seamands 
gave  six  qualities  found  to  be  present  in 
a  remarkably  high  percentage  of  1,000 
"healthy"  families  surveyed  in  a  secular 
research  project  on  what  makes  for 
healthy  families.  He  said  the  qualities 
found  are  practical,  Biblical,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  characteristics  that  make  for  the 
growth  of  love  in  the  family. 

They  are:  (1)  expressing  appreciation, 
(2)  good  communication,  (3)  spending 
time  together,  (4)  cultivating  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  family,  (5)  high  value  on  reli¬ 
gion,  (6)  dealing  positively  and 
successfully  with  crises. 

Children  attending  the  convocation 
also  studied  the  family  and  made  crafts 
pertaining  to  children  and  the  home. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Bethea  opened  the 
convocation  with  an  optimistic  view  of 
the  resiliency  of  the  family  in  virtue  of 
its  being  ordained  by  God.  He  pointed 
out  that  American  people  are  highly  tra¬ 
ditional  and  that  90  percent  would  wel¬ 
come  emphasis  on  traditional  ties. 

—ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Fort  Worth  Truck  A/C 
Bus  &  RV  air  conditioning 

Quality  units  by  A/C  Industries 
Installed  &  Serviced 
(817) 332-1437 


NOW 

15-day  Holy  Land  tour— Retrace  footsteps 
of  Moses  from  Egypt  to  Israel  via  Mount  Si¬ 
nai  and  St.  Catherine's  Monastery.  Plus  Am¬ 
sterdam.  Vienna.  Cairo.  Luxor-Thebes  and 
seven  days  in  Israel  Bible-study  lecture 
briefs,  lectures  and  sharing  sessions  nightly 
Three  tours:  1)  Nov.  18.  1985  —  15  days  Holy 
Land-Egypt.  2)  Dec.  15,  1985  —  18  days  Holy 
Land-Egypt.  3)  Aug.  15,  1985-South  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  Mexico.  Directed  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Hanke 
and  Associates  (member  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference  of  UMC),  33  years  travel  experi¬ 
ence  in  Bible  lands.  Economy  priced  Write 
or  call  Dr.  H.  A  Hanke  or  Dr  Katherine 
Houp.  Asbury  College  Tour  Department. 
Wilmore,  KY  40390.  Phone:  (606)  858-3511 


A  Reminder 

Copies  of  the 
Native  American  issue  of 

alive  t 
new* 

(September/October  1  984) 
is  still  available  for  use  with 
churchwide  study. 

NATIVE  PEOPLES 
OF  NORTH  AMERICA 

"We  all  loved  it  and  agreed 
we’d  never  seen  a  finer  exam¬ 
ple  of  Indian  art,  poetry,  writ¬ 
ing  and  testimonies.” 

—Crying  Wind 
"Your  Native  American  issue 
is  rich/beautiful,  both  in  con¬ 
tent  and  design.  The  pairing 
of  art  work  and  text  is  excep¬ 
tional." 

— Marilou  Awiakta 

In  lots  of  10  or  more:  60  cents  each. 
Send  check  or  money  order.  We  pay 
postage. 

alive  t 
new^ 

Box  189 

Nashville,  TN  37202 
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Bells  herald  nuclear- war  protests 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Churches  in  many  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try  Aug.  5  will  ring  their  bells  every  two  seconds  for  one 
hour  beginning  at  7:15  p.m. 

In  Japan,  it  will  be  8:15  p.m.  Aug,  6,  the  time  when  the 
United  States  dropped  an  atomic  bomb  on  Hiroshima  40 
years  ago. 

The  bells  should  herald  what  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  outpourings  of  religious  anti-nuclear  sentiment 
.ever. 

Churches  and  synagogues  plan  to  mark  the  first  use  of 
nuclear  weapons  with  observances  ranging  from  memo¬ 
rial  services  for  the  Japanese  victims,  speeches,  and  ap¬ 
peals  for  stepped-up  disarmament  efforts  to  outright 
civil  disobedience  outside  nuclear  weapons  facilities. 

Many  of  the  observances  will  be  part  of  nationally  or¬ 
ganized  events. 

Fourteen  Japanese  atomic-bomb  survivors,  known  as 
Hibakushas,  will  make  a  70-city  tour  of  the  United 
States.  A  group  of  Roman  Catholic  bishops  and  a  sepa¬ 
rate  delegation  organized  by  mainline  Protestant  agen¬ 
cies  will  join  Christians  and  others  in  Japan  for 
anniversary  observances. 

Ribbon  to  wrap  Washington 

In  what  may  be  the  most  visible  event,  at  least  20,000 
women  are  expected  to  come  to  Washington  to  tie  a  gi¬ 
ant  ribbon  around  the  Pentagon,  the  White  House  and 
the  Capitol.  A  group  called  The  Ribbon  says  it  has  al¬ 
ready  collected  more  than  10  miles  and  18,000  segments 
of  ribbon  from  people  in  11  countries— including  the  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

The  planned  observances  illustrate  the  diverse  nature 
and  methods  of  the  religious  anti-nuclear  movement. 
For  instance,  many  church  groups,  including  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy,  plan  to  engage  in  tradi¬ 
tional  advocacy  by  issuing  appeals  for  a  U.S.-Soviet 
treaty  banning  the  testing  of  all  nuclear  weapons. 

At  the  same  time,  about  200  Christians  and  Jews  are 
expected  to  take  more  direct  action  and  illegally  tres¬ 
pass  on  the  grounds  of  a  major  nuclear  test  site  in  the 
Nevada  desert.  Announced  nuclear  tests  take  place 
there  every  two-to-three  weeks. 

For  four  days,  demonstrators  are  to  walk  two  by  two 
for  two  miles— into  the  heart  of  the  weapons  site  and 


across  a  white  painted  line  that  marks  the  forbidden 
territory  of  the  Nevada  Test  Site. 

Any  arrests  will  be  part  of  an  Aug.  4-9  "Desert  Wit¬ 
ness,”  which  will  involve  prayer,  fasting  and  worship  at 
the  test  site,  a  Rhode  Island-size  facility  near  Las  Vegas. 

"There  is  a  way  in  which  this  whole  project  is  crazy," 
said  Jim  Antal,  executive  director  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation,  one  of  eight  sponsoring  groups.  “It's  out 
in  the  desert  in  the  summer. 

“But  we  didn’t  pick  the  time.  That’s  when  the  bomb 
was  dropped.  And  we  didn’t  pick  the  place.  That’s  where 
the  testing  is  done." 

The  “desert  witness”  will  be  the  latest  in  a  series  of 
protests  at  the  test  site  that  date  to  the  late  1950s.  That 
was  when  legendary  religious  figures  such  as  Dorothy 
Day,  leader  of  the  Catholic  Worker  movement,  and  the 
Rev.  A.  J.  Muste,  a  pacifist  minister  and  former  leader 
of  the  reconciliation  fellowship,  took  part  in  the  actions. 

Friars  organized  ‘witness’ 

The  recent  wave  of  protests  at  the  site  wa6  sparked 
by  the  western  province  of  Franciscan  friars.  The  friars 
have  organized  a  spring  "Lenten  Desert  Experience" 
each  of  the  past  four  years. 

A  47-day  desert  gathering  last  spring  ended  in  the  ar¬ 
rests  of  21  Franciscans  and  other  protesters. 

Sponsoring  groups  include  Pax  Christi,  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  peace  organization;  Sojourners,  a  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  and  magazine  in  Washington;  Southern  Christian  Lead¬ 
ership  Conference;  and  the  Jewish  Peace  Fellowship. 

Participants  are  to  include  the  Rev.  Henri  Nouwen,  not¬ 
ed  Harvard  theologian  of  spirituality,  and  the  Rev.  Louis 
Vitale,  provincial  of  the  Franciscans’  western  region. 

Planned  observances  of  the  bombings  of  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki  will  reportedly  illustrate  efforts  by  reli¬ 
gious  groups  to  forge  closer  ties  between  the  Japanese 
and  Americans. 

Americans  visit  Japan 

Americans  will  also  visit  Japan.  Harold  and  Margaret 
Rickard,  who  worked  as  Methodist  missionaries  in  Japan 
from  1951  to  1981,  will  lead  a  July  29-Aug.  16  visit  by  13 
Christians  organized  by  the  reconciliation  fellowship  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

They  will  attend  disarmament  conferences  and  other 
anniversary  observances  in  Hiroshima,  Nagasaki  and 


Okinawa,  during  a  “tour  of  peace  and  reconciliation,” 
said  Mr.  Rickard,  a  United  Methodist  minister  who, 
with  his  wife,  runs  a  United  Methodist  peace-and-jus- 
tice  center  in  Denver. 

Mr.  Rickard,  67,  said  he  feels  no  discomfort  as  an 
American  visiting  people  on  whom  his  country  dropped 
a  bomb. 

"When  I  first  went  (in  1951),  I  had  misgivings."  he 
said.  "But  I  was  very  surprised  by  the  friendly  way  we 
were  greeted  in  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  People  there 
are  mostly  very  forgiving  about  that.  There  is  little  hos¬ 
tility  and  animosity.  What  people  are  concerned  about 
is  that  we  stop  the  nuclear  arms  race." 

Bishops  send  delegation 
At  the  invitation  of  Japanese  Roman  Catholic  bish¬ 
ops,  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  will 
send  a  delegation  of  prelates  yet  to  be  chosen,  said  Ed¬ 
ward  Doherty,  a  spokesman  for  the  bishops. 

In  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki,  the  American  delegation 
will  celebrate  memorial  masses  with  Japanese  bishops 
and  will  take  with  them  a  statement  by  Bishop  James 
Malone,  president  of  the  bishops’  council,  on  the  anni¬ 
versary,  said  Mr.  Doherty.1 

The  bishops'  conference  may  also  issue  a  separate  ap¬ 
peal  for  movement  toward  a  Comprehensive  Test  Ban 
Treaty,  he  added 

In  the  United  States,  Hiroshima  observances  are  to 
center  not  only  on  the  violence  of  nations  and  weapons 
but  also  on  that  of  individuals. 

Pax  Christi  is  asking  Roman  Catholics  to  take  a  pub¬ 
lic  "vow  of  non-violence”  in  which  they  pledge  to  re¬ 
frain  from  any  violent  behavior  and  language  for  one 
year  and  live  simply.  Pledge  forms  are  also  being  sent 
to  bishops. 

August  will  not  be  the  end  of  the  Hiroshima  obser¬ 
vances.  The  National  Council  of  Churches  plans  to  make 
the  anniversary  part  of  its  October  "Peace-with-Jus- 
tice,”  week.  It  will  include  a  tour  by  Hibakushas. 

And  the  threat  of  nuclear  war  is  not  to  be  the  only 
concern  raised  by  the  August  observances. 

Church  bells  will  ring  every  two  seconds  because— 
according  to  Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility,  which 
has  initiated  the  bell-ringing  campaign— spending  on 
the  arms  race  is  partly  responsible  for  someone  in  the 
world  dying  of  hunger  every  two  seconds. 
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TYRE,  Lebanon — Three  Shiite  Moslems,  masked  to  protect  their  identi¬ 
ties,  carry  weapons  while  on  patrol  near  Tyre  in  Southern  Lebanon.  The 
Moslems  in  war-torn  Lebanon  get  support  from  fellow  Shiites  in  other  na¬ 
tions.  Lebanonese  Christians,  on  the  other  hand,  reportedly  feel  isolated. 
They  see  no  support  from  Christians  anywhere  else. 

Lebanon  Christians 
feel  forgotten,  isolated 
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American  Indians  rediscover  native  rites,  fight  for  religious  freedoms 


By  BILL  KENKELEN 
Religious  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  current  at¬ 
tempt  by  Indians  to  fight  efforts  to  limit 
their  right  to  hunt  bald  eagles  is  hindered 
by  a  lack  of  understanding  of  Indian  spiri¬ 
tuality,  Native- American  leaders  say. 

At  the  same  time,  Indians  say  they  are 
undergoing  a  strong  religious  revival. 

Many  Americans  speak  of  Indian  reli¬ 
gious  practices  as  if  they  existed  only  in 
the  past,  Indian  leaders  observe. 

Compounding  this  misunderstanding  is 
the  radical  difference  between  Indian 
spirituality  and  Christianity,  Judaism  and 
other  more  dominant  religions,  they  note. 

Indians  believe  that  they  are  undergo¬ 
ing  a  fight  for  freedom  of  religion  that 
other  Americans  can  take  for  granted. 
They  hope  that  other  Americans  will 
come  to  understand  their  religion  and 
eventually  come  to  their  aid. 

"Indian  religions  just  don’t  get  the  re¬ 
spect  other  religions  do,  and  I  think  it’s  out 
of  ignorance,"  said  Karen  Funk  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Congress  of  American  Indians. 

She  said  that  well-established  churches 
in  the  United  States  sometimes  share  that 
ignorance  and  so  fail  to  add  their  muscle 
to  Indian  religious-freedom  struggles. 

Indians  rediscover  beliefs 

Indian  religion  in  the  United  States,  in 
fact,  is  undergoing  a  revival  that  some 
leaders  say  is  unprecedented  in  the  mod¬ 
ern  era  among  Indian  communities. 

"The  primary  theological  principle  of 
Indian  religion  is  that  the  land  is  sacred 
and  must  remain  free  to  breathe  without 
being  subject  to  the  constrictions  that 
desecrate  the  living  skin  of  Mother 
Earth,”  Indian  writer  Anita  Parlow  said. 

Almost  all  Indian  religions  have  mi¬ 
gration  stories  as  wrenching  as  the  jour¬ 
ney  of  the  Jews  out  of  Egypt.  The  Black 
Hills  of  the  Dakotas  are  as  sacred  to  the 
Dakota  Sioux  as  Jerusalem  is  to  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews. 

Beyond  that.  Indian  religion  is  based 


on  a  close  relationship  with  environ¬ 
ment,  a  relationship  that  Indians  say  few 
whites  have  shared  or  even  appreciate, 
though  it  has  been  glimpsed  in  the  work 
of  such  poets  as  William  Blake. 

Much  of  the  increasing  interest  in  In¬ 
dian  spirituality  among  Indians  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  nuclear  arms  race,  which 
some  Indian  spiritual  leaders  say  has 
spawned  distrust  and  cynicism  of  white 
notions  of  progress. 

End  of  white  civilization  nears 

One  prominent  Indian  spiritual  leader, 
Thomas  Banyaka,  travels  among  U.S. 
Indian  communities  repeating  Hopi  proph¬ 
ecies  that  the  end  of  white  civilization  is 
near. 

As  a  Hopi  elder,  Mr.  Banyaka  speaks 
for  the  oldest  continuously  practiced  be¬ 
lief  system  in  North  America. 

The  Hopi  believe  that  their  home  in 
northern  Arizona  is  the  spiritual  center 
of  the  world.  Unrelenting  pacifists,  they 
have  never  fought  a  War. 

Prudent  stewardship  of  their  land, 
they  believe,  is  responsible  for  good  order, 
good  weather  and  good  crops  throughout 
the  world. 

Elsie  Ricklefs,  tribal  chairwoman  of  the 
Hoopa  Tribe  in  Northern  California,  said 
the  religious  revival  among  her  people  is 
providing  the  motivation  to  seek  other 
goals,  such  as  economic  independence  and 
more  political  autonomy. 

She  said  it  has  also  sparked  such 
changes  as  less  alcoholism  and  more  In- 
dian-Indian  marriages  because  "people 
want  to  marry  people  who  appreciate 
the  same  things.  " 

The  increasing  interest  in  Indian  reli¬ 
gion  among  Indians  is  a  phenomenon 
common  throughout  the  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere,  with  Indians  in  such  countries  as 
Peru  and  Bolivia  reportedly  undergoing 
changes  similar  to  those  among  U.S.  In¬ 
dians. 

Emptiness  seen  in  society 

Joseph  Epes  Brown,  a  University  of 


Montana  professor  studying  the  religious 
revival  among  Indians,  speculates  that  it 
is  happening  because  “Indians,  though 
trying  to  sincerely  integrate  into  the 
white  man’s  world,  have  found  it  to  be  a 
world  of  diminishing  returns.”  He  said, 
"They  see  emptiness  in  it.” 

The  nuclear  arms  race,  he  said,  serves 
as  the  greatest  symbol  of  the  corruption 
of  white  civilization  to  Indians.  Yet  Indi¬ 
ans  are  not  rejecting  all  notions  of  pro¬ 
gress  and  returning  to  primitivism. 

It  is  a  return.  Dr.  Brown  said,  “to  pri¬ 
mal  values  that  it  is  encouraging  to  see 
happening  in  a  high-technological  society.  ” 

An  understanding  of  Indian  religion, 
Indian  leaders  say,  would  lead  to  more 
support  for  Indian  religious  freedom  ef¬ 
forts,  such  as  the  one  to  protect  their  ac¬ 
cess  to  bald  eagles. 

"The  eagle,”  said  Dr.  Bea  Medicine, 
an  Indian  anthropologist  in  Southern 
California,  “is  sacred  to  all  Indian  peo¬ 
ple  because  it  connects  us  to  the  sky  and 
everything  around  us.” 


And  eagle  feathers,  she  said,  have 
many  uses.  They  are  used  to  smooth  land 
to  make  it  sacred,  to  offer  a  child  to  the 
sun  when  it  is  named,  to  keep  Indians 
safe  when  they  travel. 

The  Hopi,  she  said,  place  an  eagle 
feather  on  the  navel  of  dead  people  so 
they  will  travel  to  the  underworld  and 
return  to  the  real  world  in  the  form  of 
clouds  that  bring  rain. 

Other  creatures  that  are  sacred  to 
various  Indian  tribes  in  the  United  States 
are  the  salmon,  buffalo,  fox,  hawk, 
shark,  snake,  deer,  squirrel,  moose, 

The  Muskogee  need  squirrels  for  cere¬ 
monial  uses  year  round.  The  Kickapoo 
need  deer  for  similar  reasons.  The  Semi- 
noles  in  Florida  use  panthers  for  medici¬ 
nal  and  ceremonial  purposes. 

The  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  of 
1978  was  passed  because  Indians  com¬ 
plained  that  their  religious  freedom  was 
continually  violated.  The  act  instructed 
federal  agencies  to  try  to  understand 
and  protect  Indian  religious  freedom. 


Dear  Deborah 


Variety  of  interpretations 
shed  light  on  6 temptation 9 


History  ofHym  ns 

Minister’s  daughter  writes 
‘Break  thou  bread  of  life’ 


Break  thou  the  bread  of  life, 

Dear  Lord,  to  me. 

As  thou  didst  break  the  loaves 
Beside  the  sea ; 

Beyond  the  sacred  page 
I  seek  thee.  Lord; 

My  spirit  pants  for  thee, 

O  living  Word. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Mary  Lathbury  wrote  the  hymn  in  the 
summer  of  1877  at  the  request  of  John  H. 
Vincent,  founder  of  the  Chautauqua  As¬ 
sembly. 

Originally  a  Methodist  camp-meeting 
site,  this  charming  setting  in  western 
New  York  among  the  rolling  hills  along 
the  shore  of  Lake  Chautauqua  provides  a 
beautiful  location  for  spiritual  renewal 
and  Bible  study. 

Begun  in  1874,  Chautauqua  was  in¬ 
tended  for  the  study  of  the  Bible  and 
Sunday-school  materials  and  methods.  In 
passing  years  that  scope  enlarged  to  en¬ 
compass  a  wider  fipld  of  adult  educa¬ 
tion,  including  music  and  drama.  Many 
of  America's  finest  teachers,  lecturers, 
musicians,  performers,  artists  and  dra¬ 
matists  appeared  at  Chautauqua. 

Miss  Lathbury,  daughter  of  a  Method¬ 
ist  preacher,  became  a  professional  art¬ 
ist.  She  wrote  excellent  prose  and  poetry 


for  children  and  young  people  and 
served  as  editor  of  publications  for  these 
age  groups  for  the  Methodist  Sunday 
School  Union. 

Each  summer  she  assisted  with  the 
work  of  the  Chautauqua.  Mr.  Vincent 
suggested  that  she  write  a  study  hymn 
for  the  Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scien¬ 
tific  Circle. 

She  wrote  two  stanzas  based  on  the 
biblical  account  of  Christ's  feeding  of  the 
multitude  as  recorded  in  Matthew  14:15- 
21.  She  drew  the  spiritual  lesson  from 
the  feeding  of  the  multitude  with  physi¬ 
cal  bread. 

Some  hymnals  include  two  additional 
stanzas  by  Alexander  Groves  written 
more  than  25  years  later.  Appropriately, 
Mr.  Groves’  stanzas  maintain  the  spirit 
and  theme  of  Lathbury’s  stanzas. 

The  tune  indelibly  associated  with 
Miss  Lathbury’s  words  was  composed 
the  same  year  as  the  words  by  William 
F.  Sherwin,  distinguished  music  educa¬ 
tor  who  served  as  music  director  for 
Chautauqua  He  served  on  the  faculty  at 
the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music 
in  Boston  and  was  respected  for  his  ex¬ 
traordinary  ability  in  organizing  and  di¬ 
recting  amateur  choruses. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Take  the  Name  of  Jesus  With  You  " 


Dear  Deborah: 

In  reference  to  the  letter  in  a  recent 
column  from  “Vic"  about  the  “Lead  us 
not  into  temptation”  portion  of  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  I  wish  to  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

This  portion  of  the  Latin  or  Spanish 
language  reads:"No  dos  dejes  caer  en 
tentacion”  and  translates  into  English, 
"and  don’t  let  us  fall  into  temptation.”  I 
am  attaching  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  ver¬ 
sion  taken  from  the  ritual  in  Spanish. 

I  have  explained  this  passage  to  many 
English-speaking  classes  and  congrega¬ 
tions.  I  myself  do  not  get  puzzled  by  it 
since  I,  with  my  knowledge  of  the  Span¬ 
ish  version,  see  it  differently.  I  wish  that 
this  phrase  could  be  changed  in  all  our 
English-language  materials,  since  we 
know  that  God  does  not  "lead”  us  into 
temptation. 

Andrew  P. 

Dear  Andrew: 

Thank  you  for  this  help  in  under¬ 
standing  this  phrase.  You  are  for¬ 
tunate  to  have  learned  early  this 
meaning.  We  can  all  learn  from  one 
another. 

Dear  Deborah: 

Regarding  your  answer  to  Vic,  Dr. 
Adam  Clark,  commentator,  explains  this 
phrase  as  "lead  us  not  into  sore  trial.” 

The  previous  verse,  Matthew  6:12  — 
“forgive  us  as  we  forgive’’— is  very  plain 
language. 

You  might  add  a  portion  of  Scripture 
to  your  answer.  James  1:13-15:  "Let  no 
man  say  when  he  is  tempted,  I  am 
tempted  of  God;  for  God  cannot  be 
tempted  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  He 
any  man;  but  every  man  is  tempted, 
when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own  lust, 
and  enticed.  Then  when  lust  hath  con¬ 
ceived  it  bringeth  forth  sin,  and  sin, 
when  it  is  finished,  bringeth  forth  death.” 

I  think  Jesus  was  tested,  not  terrtpted, 
for  he  had  no  inward  desire  for  the 
things  Satan  urged  him  to  do.  "God  can¬ 
not  be  tempted  with  evil.”  Neither  does 
God  tempt  us. 

God  allowed  Job  to  be  tested,  possibly 
for  years,  knowing  that  he  was  perfect  in 
his  heart,  upright,  feared  God  and 
shunned  evil. 

Jeremiah  20:12 — The  Lord  triest  the 
righteous. 


Hebrews  11:17—...  by  faith,  Abra¬ 
ham,  when  he  was  tried  .... 

You  did  well,  Deborah,  Thanks. 

Fred  L. 

Dear  Fred: 

You  said  it  very  well.  Thank  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL"  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


By  JAMES  OWEN 
Religious  News  Service 
As  the  civil  war  that  has  wracked  Leb¬ 
anon  for  nearly  10  years  continues  with 
new  twists  and  turns,  that  nation’s  Chris¬ 
tian  minority  feels  "isolated  and  aban¬ 
doned”  by  the  worldwide  Christian 
community,  said  three  U.S.  churchmen 
who  visited  Lebanon  July  8-12 
The  Rev.  Charles  Kimball,  director  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches'  Middle 
East  Office,  described  the  trip  as  a  "pas¬ 
toral  visit”  to  the  Christian  churches  of 
that  country— with  whom  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  have  had  a  long  history  of 
cooperation. 

Mr.  Kimball  was  accompanied  by  the 
Rev.  Dwain  Epps,  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil's  international  affairs  office,  and 
Dale  Bishop,  Middle  East  secretary  for 
the  United  Church  Board  for  World  Min¬ 
istries. 

We  went  to  remind  the  churches 
there  that  we  have  not  forgotten  them," 
Mr.  Kimball  said. 

Christians  show  little  support 

He  pointed  out  that  while  Moslems 
from  around  the  world  are  very  vocal  in 
their  support  of  Lebanese  Moslems,  the 
Christian  communities  have  been  rela¬ 
tively  mute  in  their  support  of  Lebanese 
Christians. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  Christian  families 
hae  been  uprooted  from  their  homes  in  the 
wake  of  the  protracted  civil  war  in  Leb¬ 
anon.  The  recent  withdrawal  of  Israeli 
troops  from  Lebanon  has  exacerbated  the 
displacement,  MR.  Kimball  said. 

The  National  Council,  through  Church 
World  Service,  its  relief  and  overseas  de¬ 
velopment  agency,  has  funneled  nearly 
$1  million  annually  to  ease  the  plight  of 
civil-war  victims  since  the  Israeli  inva¬ 
sion  in  1982,  Mr.  Kimball  said. 

These  funds  are  distributed  locally  by 
the  Middle  East  Council  of  Churches,  the 
U.S.  council's  longtime  ecumenical  part¬ 
ner,  he  said. 

Mr  Kimball  emphasized  that  Church 
World  Service  funds  are  used  to  support 
relief  efforts  to  Lebanese  regardless  of 
religious  orientation. 

"The  situation  in  southern  Lebanon  is 
smoldering,"  Mr.  Kimball  said.  "The  fu¬ 
ture  of  Lebanon  as  an  integrated  state, 
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and  as  a  nation  of  religious  coexistence, 
is  at  stake  here." 

Town  is  test  ease 

Of  special  interest  currently  is  the 
southern  Lebanese  town  of  Jezzine,  a 
predominantly  Christian  village  amid  a 
mainly  Shiite  Moslem  region.  The  reli¬ 
gious  tolerance  that  has  long  character¬ 
ized  the  area  is  threatened  by  the  grow¬ 
ing  influx  of  Christian  Lebanese  families 
that  flock  to  Jezzine  in  search  of  haven, 
Mr.  Kimball  said. 

“The  future  of  Jezzine  may  be  a  test 
case  for  the  future  of  Christianity  in  the 
region,"  predicted  Mr.  Kimball.  If  "Jez¬ 
zine  can  survive,"  he  added,  "then  so  can 
Lebanon." 

The  U.S.  churchmen,  in  addition  to  vis¬ 
iting  Lebanese  Christian  leaders  and 
churches,  also  met  with  Lebanese  politi¬ 
cal  leaders,  including  President  Amin 
Gemayel. 

Mr.  Epps  said  that  Lebanon’s  leaders 
are  "greatly  puzzled"  by  the  hostility  of 
the  U.S.  government  following  the  hos¬ 
tage  siege  of  TWA  Flight  847. 

“President  Gemayel  does  not  under¬ 
stand  the  American  impulse  to  punish  all 
of  Lebanon  because  of  an  extremist  few 
who  have  been  clearly  disavowed  by  the 
Lebanese  leadership,”  Mr  Epps  said. 

Mr.  Epps  was  referring  to  attempts  by 
the  Reagan  administration  to  enforce  a 
boycott  of  Beirut  International  Airport, 
primary  site  of  the  jet  hijacking  staged 
by  Shiite  Moslem  fundamentalists. 

More  recently,  the  U.S.  Congress  initi¬ 
ated  measures  that  may  sharply  curtail 
foreign  aid  to  Lebanon. 

Despite  these  developments,  Mr. 
Kimball  and  Mr.  Epps  believe  there  is  a 
basically  positive  attitude  toward  the 
United  States  among  most  Lebanese. 

"What  we  found  was  a  lot  of  frustra¬ 
tion  with  the  United  States  because  of 
the  Lebanese  desire  for  the  Americans  to 
use  their  influence  with  regional  powers 
(Syria.  Israel  and  the  Palestine  Libera¬ 
tion  Organization)  to  help  bring  peace 
about  in  Lebanon,"  Mr.  Kimball  said. 

"The  United  States  is  in  a  position  to 
encourage  some  positive  movement  to¬ 
ward  a  resolution  of  this  conflict.  The 
people  of  Lebanon  have  the  right  to  try 
to  put  their  country  together  again." 


Study  eyes  congregations,  communities 


"Varieties  of  Religious  Presence:  Mis¬ 
sion  in  Public  Life”  by  David  A.  Roozen, 
William  McKinney  and  Jackson  W.  Car- 
roll.  Pilgrim  Press,  $12.95.  Paperback, 
280  pages. 

By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 

This  eminently  readable  sociological 
study  of  urban  and  suburban  churches  in 
the  Greater  Hartford,  Conn.,  area  seeks 
to  delineate  the  various  ways  in  which 
congregations  relate,  or  fail  to  relate,  to 
the  communities  they  serve. 

To  do  that  the  authors— the  director 
and  associate  director  of  the  Hartford 
Seminary  Center  for  Social  and  Reli¬ 
gious  Research  and  the  research  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  United  Church  Board  of 
Homeland  Ministries— first  surveyed  the 
pastoral  leaders  of  the  400  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic,  Jewish  and  non-denom- 
inational  congregations  to  determine 
their  degree  of  mission  orientation. 

Analysis  of  the  resulting  question¬ 
naires  revealed  two  basic  types  of  con¬ 
gregations:  "this-worldly”  congrega¬ 
tions,  oriented  toward  public  issues  af¬ 
fecting  the  quality  of  life  for  others  and 
“other-worldly”  congregations,  oriented 
toward  people  salvation  and  preparation 
for  a  future  life. 

These  two  theological  views  of  the 
church  reflect  differing  answers  to  the 
question:  "What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?” 

The  study  further  separates  "this- 
worldly"  congregations  into  “civic”  and 
"activist"  categories. 


Although  both  are  concerned  about 
community  problems,  “civic"  congrega¬ 
tions  are  more  likely  to  provide  a  forum 
for  discussion  of  issues  but  encourage 
members  to  decide  upon  their  personal 
mode  of  action. 

“Activist”  congregations,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  more  likely  to  debate  issues, 
then  agree  on  a  concerted  course  of  ac¬ 
tion  to  influence  legislation  or  in  other 
ways  effect  change. 

Significantly  "civic"  congregations  of¬ 
ten  encompass  (and  survive)  more  diver¬ 
sity  of  opinion  because  discussion  stops 
short  of  forcing  adoption  of  a  plan  of  ac¬ 
tion. 

'  Other-worldly*'  congregations  also 
fall  into  one  of  two  categories:  "sanctu¬ 
ary”  or  “evangelistic.” 

The  sanctuary  congregation  is  homog¬ 
enous,  busy  with  many  church  programs,, 
concerned  with  its  own  spiritual  well-be¬ 
ing,  often  withdrawing  from  a  world  it 
views  as  evil  and  condemned. 

The  evangelistic  congregation  is  intent 
on  saving  those  outside  the  church  fam¬ 
ily  by  bringing  them  to  Christ.  Emphasis 
often  is  on  church  growth.  Members  of 
other  churches  may  be  looked  upon  as 
non-Christian  and  thus  in  need  of  salva¬ 
tion. 

To  study  how  these  four  types  of 
churches  function,  10  congregations— 
nine  Christian  and  one  Jewish— were  se¬ 
lected  for  intensive  study. 

Researchers  reviewed  the  history. 


growth,  membership  and  physical  plant 
of  each  church;  interviewed  the  pastors 
and  many  members  regarding  their  the- 
°l°gy.  goals,  attitudes  and  opinions;  at¬ 
tended  worship  services;  analyzed  their 
community-outreach  programs;  talked 
with  people  in  the  neighborhood  about 
their  view  of  the  congregation. 

Inevitably  many  readers,  both  clergy 
and  laity,  will  compare  their  churches 
with  those  covered  by  the  study  and  per¬ 
haps  find  ways  of  clarifying— and  even 
modifying— their  objectives,  strategies 
and  relationships  to  their  communities. 

The  authors  also  described  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  organization.  Center  City  Churches, 
whose  budget  and  staff  provided  a  broad 
spectrum  of  urban-mission  projects  far 
surpassing  anything  the  10  member 
churches  individually  could  support. 

When  the  authors  interviewed  civic 
and  political  leaders,  they  frequently 
were  told  that  churches  and  religious 
leaders  could  be  more  helpful  by  articu¬ 
lating  a  moral  framework  for  communi¬ 
ty  improvement,  including  a  religious 
presence  at  civic  meetings  and  greater 
willingness  to  associate  with  those  who 
are  not  “our  kind  of  people”! 

Doesn't  Christ  confront  us  with  this 
very  challenge  when  he  asks,  “Who  is 
your  neighbor”? 

Mr.  Conners  is  an  author  and  lay  theo¬ 
logian  whose  latest  book  is  "Lord.  Have 
You  Got  a  Minute ?" 
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Calling  All  Youth 


Attention  all  United  Methodist  youth 
Discover  Centenary  is  for  you! 

Come  to  Shreveport  and  spend  two 
days  as  the  guest  of  Centenary  College 
We  have  many  exciting  and  innovative 
experiences  to  share  with  you  about  life 
on  the  Centenary  campus  We  believe 
you'll  be  impressed! 

Discover  Centenary  is  designed  for 
Methodist  youth  at  the  junior  and  senior 
levels  of  high  school  and  will  take  place  on 
Sunday  and  Monday,  November  10  and 
1 1  The  purpose  of  the  event  is  to  fami¬ 
liarize  students  with  the  multifaceted 
prospects  of  Centenary  as  seen  through  a 
kaleidescope  of  programs  and  activities 
uniquely  blended  with  an  excellence  for 
academic  achievement 

Not  only  will  the  time  spent  on  cam¬ 
pus  give  a  feel  for  college  life  and  hope¬ 
fully  answer  many  questions,  but  other 
experiences  will  be  offered  For  instance, 
you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  attend 
two  classes  broadening  your  perspective 
of  the  academic  setting  Seminars  and 
booths  will  also  provide  a  glimpse  of 


other  activities  Throughoutyourstay.  you 
will  be  encouragerd  to  ask  questions  of 
students  staff,  and  professors 

All  arrangements  are  being  handled 
by  Centenary.  The  college  will  pay  for  the 
expenses  associated  with  the  event 
Transportation  will  be  provided  from 
Alexandria  Baton  Rouge,  Lafayette  Lake 
Charles  Monroe  New  Orleans  and  Ruston 
Registration  brochures  will  be  de¬ 
livered  to  Louisiana's  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  mid-September.  Please  ask 
your  pastor  for  one  If  you  are  interested 
and  would  like  further  information,  please 
call  Centenary's  Office  of  Admissions 
13 1 81  869-5131  or  the  Office  of  Church 
Relations  1318)  869-5108. 

Ask  yourself,  as  a  prospective  college 
student  these  questions  I )  What  is  it  like 
to  spend  a  day  on  a  college  campus? 
2)  What  is  the  value  of  a  I  iberal  arts  educa¬ 
tion?  3)  Why  should  I  go  to  a  United 
Methodist  College?  4|  What  financial  aid 
and  scholarships  are  available?  Then 
come  to  Discover  Centenary  for  the 
answers 


Honor  Code 

The  Honor  Code  makes  Centenary  College  one  of  the  most  unique  campus 
communities  in  the  South. 

Based  on  the  premise  that  honor  is  fostered,  not  forced  the  Honor  Code  is 
applicable  to  all  academic  work  It  states  "I  have  neither  given  nor  received  any 
unauthorized  aid  nor  have  1  seen  anyone  else  do  so." 

Students  administer  the  Honor  Code  through  an  Honor  Court  of  five  justices 
chosen  by  them  from  nominations  of  the  faculty  and  student  body.  The  Honor 
Court  also  periodically  publishes  a  booklet  containing  explanations  and  inter¬ 
pretations  of  the  code  and  its  implications 

The  Honor  Code— building  confidence  in  students  and  pride  in  all. 


Progoff  Workshop 
Slated  for  October 


For  the  third  time  in  two  years 
Centenary  College  and  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  are  pleased  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  co-sponsorship  of  the  highly 
successful  and  innovative  Progoff  1  ntensive 
I oumal  Workshop. 

The  event  is  calendared  for  October 
17-19  on  the  campus  of  Centenary 
College  and  is  open  to  all  ministers  and 
lay  persons  of  the  conference  Reverend 
Wallace  Chappell,  a  trained  consultant 
and  gifted  leader  of  the  series,  will  direct 
in  the  studies  again  this  year. 

The  Intensive  ] oumal  Workshop  is  a 
study  in  the  techniques  developed  by  Dr 
Ira  Progoff.  a  prominent  depth  psycholo¬ 
gist  author,  lecturer  and  researcher  It 
teaches  a  method  of  self-help  evaluation 
and  enrichment  which  enables  the  par¬ 
ticipant  to  progressively  restructure  his  or 
her  life  at  an  acceptable  tempo  and  in 
terms  realistic  to  both  limitations  and 
capabilities  It  is  in  this  atmosphere  that 
new  and  more  rewarding  prospectives 
can  be  achieved. 

Ira  Progoff s  teachings  have  been 
widely  accepted  and  highly  aclaimed  To 
date,  over  90,000  persons  have  exper¬ 
ienced  the  growth  process  Psychology 
Today  refers  to  as  "a  unique  tool ...  to  help 
focus  one  s  life" 


The  Intensive  Journal  Workshop  will  be 
offered  in  two  parts  The  first  is  entitled 
Life  Context  and  will  run  from  Thursday 
noon  through  Friday  morning.  October  1 7 
and  18.  The  second  session  is  entitled 
Process  Meditation  and  will  begin  Friday 
afternoon  and  close  at  noon  on  Saturday. 
October  18  and  19 

The  cost  of  the  entire  workshop  (both 
sessions)  is  $150.  Those  persons  who 
have  not  previously  participated  in  these 
studies  and  desiring  to  schedule  only  one 
session,  will  pay  a  fee  of  $90.  Those  who 
have  enrolled  in  the  workshop  during  a 
previous  year  and  want  to  take  only  one 
session,  will  pay  $80.  Students  and  senior 
citizens  will  qualify  for  a  25  percent  dis¬ 
count 

Registration  brochures  will  be  sent  to 
Methodist  ministers  throughout  the  state 
by  mid-August  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  the  Office  of 
Church  Relations  at  Centenary  College. 
PO.  Box  4188.  Shreveport  LA.  71134- 
1188.  or  by  calling  (318)  869-5108.  Lay 
persons  are  reminded  to  check  with  their 
ministers  or  district  superintendents  for 
further  details  as  the  date  approaches 
Also,  additional  information  will  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  regular  edition  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist 


New  Director  Named 


loeA  Simon  has  been  named  director 
of  scholarship  development  at  Centenary 
College 

A  graduate  of  LSU  with  a  B.S.  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  a  masters  in  history  and  econo¬ 
mics.  Joe  is  coming  to  us  from  LSU- 
Shreveport  where  he  has  been  director  of 
student  activities  He  succeeds  Andy 
Shehee,  who  is  leaving  the  field  of 
education  after  many  years  to  enter  pri¬ 
vate  business 

Joe  has  also  worked  at  the  University 
of  New  Orleans,  the  University  of  Arkan¬ 
sas.  and  LSU- Baton  Rouge 

He  is  active  in  the  community  and 


serves  on  the  boards  of  CODOFIL  and  the 
Shreveport  Summer  Music  Festival.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Red  River  Runners 
Association  and  is  a  coach  for  Towne 
South  Youth  Sports  His  church  is  St 
Luke  s  where  he  has  served  on  the  board, 
as  president  of  the  Methodist  Men.  and  as 
Stewardship  Chairman.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  John  Wesley  Lay  Ministry 
Counseling  Group 

As  director  of  scholarship  develop¬ 
ment  Joe  will  be  in  charge  of  establishing 
new  endowed  and  annually  funded 
scholarships  and  maintaining  current 
scholarships. 


Coming  Events ... 


Sept  12  . 

President's  Convocation 

Oct.  15  . 

Church  Council  Meeting 

Oct.  17-19  . 

Progoff  Workshop 

Nov  4-5 . 

Centenary  Choir  Rhapsody  in  View 

Nov.  10-11 

Discover  Centenary  for  Youth 

Vice  President  Darrell  Loyless  and  his  secretary,  Elaine  Hand 

Vice  President 
Teacher  First 


Vice  President  Darrell  Loyless  has  a 
long  and  distinguished  career  at  Centenary 
College  ..  both  on  the  faculty  and  as  a 
member  of  the  administrative  staff. 

Starting  out  in  1968  as  an  instructor  of 
government,  his  excellence  in  teaching 
earned  him  an  assistant  professorship  In 
1975.  after  receiving  his  Ph  D.  from  The 
American  University,  he  returned  to 
Centenary  as  associate  professor  and 
chairman  of  the  Department  of  History 
and  Government 

With  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Donald 
Webb  as  president  in  1977.  Dr.  Loyless' s 
teaching  days  were  over  —  for  awhile 
Dr.  Webb  chose  the  Texas  native  to 
head  his  Development  Program,  which 
includes  the  offices  of  alumni,  church,  and 
public  relations,  scholarship  develop¬ 
ment  the  annual  fund,  and  research  and 
records.  In  1980  Dr  Loyless  was  named 
vice  president  of  the  college  and  his 
duties  were  expanded  to  include  super¬ 
vision  of  buildings  and  grounds,  including 
some  17  buildings  and  65  wooded  acres 
In  the  past  8  years,  both  the  annual 


and  endowment  funds  have  steadily 
grown.  Major  renovations  have  been 
made  to  campus  facilities,  and  a  beauti¬ 
fication  program  for  the  grounds  was 
launched.  Alumni  and  church  involve¬ 
ment  have  increased  significantly. 

But  once  a  teacher,  always  a  teacher: 
Dr  Loyless' s  love  for  the  classroom  never 
waned  And  he  got  his  chance  to  briefly 
step  back  behind  the  lecturn  this  past  year 
when  he  taught  a  course  in  Centenary's 
new  MBA  program. 

"Teaching  is  always  a  rewarding  ex¬ 
perience  for  me."  said  Dr  Loyless  "And 
teaching  in  a  liberal  arts  college  has  the 
greatest  rewards.  The  liberal  arts  take  on  a 
special  meaning  at  the  church  related 
college.  It's  there  that  the  liberating  exper¬ 
ience  of  the  liberal  arts  is  a  part  of  the 
Wesleyan  task  of  combining  knowledge 
and  vital  piety.  All  of  us  at  Centenary,  both 
faculty  and  staff,  share  this  overall  ob¬ 
jective  of  making  our  students  clear  and 
critical  thinkers  who  have  a  well  grounded 
personal  and  active  faith.  What  could  be 
more  rewarding!" 


MORE 

After  four  months  of  debate  and  twice 
that  many  of  study,  the  Centenary  College 
faculty  has  adopted  a  tough  new  core 
curriculum,  setting  higher  standards  for 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  courses  re¬ 
quired  of  each  and  every  student 

The  new  required  courses  raise  the 
core  curriculum  from  45  semester  hours 
to  55  hours.  Students  must  now  take 
religion,  physical  education,  foreign  lan¬ 
guage  or  literature,  and  higher  level 
mathematics,  plus  additional  require¬ 
ments  in  English  literature,  advanced 
speech  and  writing  internships  with  area 
businesses,  and  a  senior  level  seminar 
which  integrates  department  studies 
through  a  major  paper  to  be  presented 
orally  and/or  a  comprehensive  exam 
given  by  the  department 

The  new  core  comes  after  much  study 
by  the  College's  Educational  Policy  Com¬ 
mittee.  chaired  thisyearby  Dr.  Don  Emler. 
Committee  meetings  were  open  to  all 
faculty  members,  he  said,  as  well  as  ad¬ 
ministrative  staff— particularly  in  the 
Office  of  Admissions  Centenary's  Recruit¬ 
ment  and  Retention  Committee  recom¬ 
mended  the  challenging  new  core  to  at¬ 
tract  and  maintain  students. 

The  new  requirements  go  into  effect 
in  the  fall,  (students  currently  enrolled 
may  choose  the  new  guidelines  or  con¬ 
tinue  under  the  current  requirements) 
The  new  degree  requirements  provide 
an  integrated  program  designed  to 
deepen  students'  knowledge,  stretch  their 
minds,  and  prepare  them  for  a  rich  cul¬ 
tural  life  and  productive  careers,  said  Dr. 
Dorothy  Gwin,  dean  of  the  College. 

The  new  core  curriculum  has  seven 
components: 

(1)  The  Collegial  Core— A  Common 
Experience 

Centenary  students  develop  an  in¬ 
tellectual  community  by  sharing 
several  academic  experiences.  All  stu¬ 
dents,  for  example,  read  common 
materials  such  as  The  Odyssey,  and  the 
Bible  as  literature,  and  attend  lectures 
and  concerts. 

(2)  High-Level  Proficiency  in  Communi¬ 
cation 

Every  Centenary  student  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  demonstrate  a  high  level  of  pro¬ 
ficiency  in  written  and  oral  communi¬ 
cation.  Communication  may  be  the 
most  important  determinant  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  all  professions  and  leadership 
positions. 

Peterson's  Guide 

Centenary  College  has  been  selected 
for  inclusion  in  Peterson's  Guide  to 
Competitive  Colleges,  a  listing  of  the 
most  competitive  colleges  in  the  United 
States.  Centenary  joins  136  other  insti¬ 
tutions  including  Amherst  Rice.  Vander¬ 
bilt  Tulane,  and  Rhodes  College,  to  name 
a  few.  The  selection  is  based  on  criteria 
such  as  grade  averages,  and  national  test 
scores  of  entering  students  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  students  who  go  to  graduate  schools 


Bishop's  Awards 

Three  North  Louisiana  Methodist  Churches  won  the  first  annual  Bishops  Awards  at  Centenary !  Night  Monday,  June  3,  in  the  Gold  Dome  The  awards 
recognize  the  small,  medium,  and  large  church  which  have  the  most  students  attending  Centenary  College.  The  winners  and  preseniors  include  ( left  to  right )  the 
Rev  Warren  Blakeman,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport;  Dr  Donald  A  Webb,  president  of  Centenary  College,  the  Rev,  Charles  B 
Humphreys.  Springhill  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Rev  Rupert  D.  Coles.  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Haughton,  and  Dr  Walter  Underwood, 
Bishop  Each  minister  was  given  a  $1000  scholarship  to  Centenary,  a  one-year  pass  to  all  academic,  cultural,  and  athletic  events,  and  an  engraved 
silver  font. 


CORE 

(3)  Breadth  of  Knowledge 

Centenary  students  study  topics  in 
the  humanities,  the  natural  and  social-' 
sciences,  and  the  fine  arts.  Students' 
thus  leave  Centenary  College  broadly 
educated. 

(4)  Depth  of  Knowledge 

Each  Centenary  student  will  study 
in  depth  in  one  major  area.  The  senior 
project  will  give  the  students  the 
opportunity  to  demonstrate  their 
command  of  their  chosen  field  by' 
pursing  a  topic  in  depth  and  then 
presenting  the  findings  to  their  peers 
and  professors 

(5)  The  World  of  Work—  Internships 

Each  Centenary  graduate  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  have  at  least  one 
internship.  These  internships  will 
help  students  make  career  choices 
and  also  allow  them  to  integrate 
theory  and  practice 

(6)  Interdisciplinary  and  Intercultural 
Learning 

Centenary  students  are  encouraged 
to  study  foreign  languages,  other  cul¬ 
tures,  and  topics  of  an  interdiscipli¬ 
nary  nature  during  both  the  January 
term  and  the  June  term  as  well  as 
during  the  regular  semesters  and 
summer  sessions, 

(7)  Health,  Recreation,  and  Physical 
Education 

Students  at  Centenary  College  take 
health  seriously.  Experiences  in  bet¬ 
ter  health  practices  and  lifetime 
sports  are  an  integral  part  of  the  total 
Centenary  experience. 

An  editorial  in  The  (Shreveport)  Times 
praised  Centenary  for  its  move  to  streng¬ 
then  the  core  "We  hope,  in  toughening  its 
list  of  required  courses,  that  Centenary  is 
leading  a  trend  other  area  colleges  anc 
universities  will  soon  follow.  The  new  core 
is  not  unrealistic  but  it  does  set  a  stan¬ 
dard  high  enough  to  challange  a  stu¬ 
dent—  to  provide  the  raised  expectations 
that  lead  to  raised  educational  results" 


In  Pursuit.. 

Since  the  Trivia  Pursuit  game  has 
been  such  a  popular  pastime  for  many  a 
get-together,  perhaps  a  sampling  o 
Centenary  trivia  will  spark  your  interest 
How  old  Is  the  Centenary  College 
Alumni  Association? 

Centenary  alumni  has  played  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  in  the  life  of  Centenary  for  ovei 
1 10  years  Without  loyal  and  enthusiastic 
alumni.  Centenary  would  not  boast  "the 
oldest  college  west  of  the  Mississippi." 
What  is  a  Class  Agent? 

A  Class  Agent  is  an  alum  who  serves 
as  a  communicator  for  the  College  by 
writing  two  letters  annually  to  his/her 
classmates.  These  letters  share  personal 
information  about  classmates  as  well  as 
keep  a  flow  of  information  about 
Centenary  to  alums.  Volunteers  are  now 
needed  for  the  fall. 

What  are  the  two  major  events  that 
bring  alumni  back  to  the  campus? 

The  first  is  Homecoming  which,  is 
usually  held  during  the  academic  year  in 
conjunction  with  a  basketball  game  The 
date  for  Homecoming  '86  is  February  22, 
and  plans  are  in  the  making  for  a  festive 
occasion.  The  focus  of  Homecoming  is  to 
bring  alumni  and  students  together  fora 
day  of  activities  designed  to  please  every¬ 
one  An  old-fashioned  parade  is  one  at¬ 
traction  being  planned  for  Homecoming 
"86.  Mark  your  calendars  and  celebrate 
with  us! 

The  second  event  is  Alumni  Weekend, 
usually  held  in  June.  A  very  successful 
weekend  culminating  in  Class  Reunions 
was  recently  held,  June  21  and  22.  Next 
year,  on  June  13  and  14.  the  classes  of 
1936;  1950.  51.  '52.  1961;  1970.  71.  72; 
and  1976  will  reunite.  Beginning  on  a 
Friday  with  a  Golf  Tournament  in  the 
afternoon  and  the  Annual  Awards  Ban¬ 
quet  in  the  evening,  honoring  the  Hall  of 
Fame  Award  and  Honorary  Alumni  Award 
recipients,  Alumni  Weekend  offers  a 
variety  of  activities  that  make  for  a  very 
special  weekend.  Alumni  are  the  yeast 
the  ingredient  that  brings  life  to  both 
Homecoming  and  Alumni  Weekend 

If  you  knew  the  answers  to  these  trivia 
questions,  then  you  are  well-informed, 
indeed.  As  Centenary's  history  continues 
to  unfold,  I  hope  you  will  remain  inter¬ 
ested  and  involved.  We  need  you! 

—Anita  Martin 
Director  of  Alumni  Relations 
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Methodist  Program 


To  Be  On  Satellite 


Four  hours  of  programming  will  be  telecast  each  Sunday  beginning  this  fall 
from  Alternate  View  Network  via  Galaxy  I,  Transponder  22,  described  by  AVN 
officials  as  the  number-one  satellite  providing  programs  for  cable  systems 
across  the  nation. 

The  programs  will  be  sent  to  the  satellite  from  the  studio  and  station  of 
AVN,  owned  and  operated  by  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 
Programs  will  be  scheduled  from  10:45  a  m.  and  2:45  p.m.  Eastern  Time. 

According  to  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  AVN  General  Manager,  the  contract  for 
Galaxy  I  use,  beginning  October  6,  will  cost  $135,000  for  the  first  year,  not 
including  expenses  for  program  production,  marketing,  salaries,  facilities  and 
equipment. 

The  Rev.  John  Fellers,  Senior  Minister  at  First  Church,  and  Louisiana  Area 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  have  praised  the  congregation  for  its  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  use  of  space-age  technology  to  share  the  Christian  message.  Bishop 
Underwood  said  he  hoped  that  AVN  can  find  ways  to  enable  the  entire 
denomination  to  move  forward  in  the 


Pictured  above,  left  to  right  are:  Gordon  Johnson,  Director,  Illinois  Department  of 
Children  and  Family  Services,  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  Rev.  Christopher  Rodgers,  Fa¬ 
ther  Curtis  Guillory,  Rev.  W.  M.  Myles,  Father  George  Clements,  Dr.  Alfred  Norris, 
Dr.  James  Hargett,  Father  Leonard  Olivier,  Clergy  Guest,  Rev.  Van  M.  Brass,  Rev. 
George  Hood. 


New  Organization  To 
Benefit  Neglected  Children 


Satellite  Academic  Teaching  Center, 
SAT,  Baton  Rouge. 

He  is  a  retired  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  having  served  several  churches  in 
Louisiana  and  Texas  and  taught  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  at  University  of  Texas  and  Ari¬ 
zona  State  University. 


Rev.  L.  E.  Philbrook 


Annual  Retreat — August  10th 


Louisiana  Methodist  Pastor 


Philbrook  As 


■  > 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


This  is  my  favorite  prayer.  It  has  been  helpful  to  me  and  I  want  to  share  it 
with  you. 


‘A  Prayer’ 


Oh,  God,  for  another  day,  for  another  morning, 

For  another  hour,  for  another  minute,  for  another  chance  to  live  and  serve 
Thee,  I  am  truly  grateful.  Do  thou  this  day  free  me: 

From  fear  of  the  future; 

From  anxiety  of  the  morrow; 

From  bitterness  toward  anyone; 

From  cowardice  in  face  of  danger; 

From  lazy  ness  in  face  of  work ; 

From  failure  before  opportunity ; 

From  weakness  when  Thy  power  is  at  hand. 

But  fill  me  with: 

Love  that  knows  no  barrier; 

Courage  that  cannot  be  shaken; 

Faith,  strong  enough  for  the  darkness; 

Strength  sufficient  for  my  tasks  ; 

Loyalty  to  Thy  kingdom’s  goal  ; 

Wisdom  to  meet  life’s  complexities; 

Power  to  lift  men  unto  Thee. 

Be  Thou  with  me  for  another  day  and  use  me  as  thou  wilt; 

In  Christ’s  name  I  pray .  Amen . 

Dr.  Wallace  Friday 

God’s  blessings  on  all  of  you. 


Rev.  Peter  Goode  of  Lurgan,  Northern 
Ireland. 


A  capacity  group  of  Shreveport  District  ministers  and  wives  gathered  recently  for 
a  dinner  cruise  aboard  the  River  Rose.  The  Fourth  of  July  celebration  was  planned 
for  fellowship  and  to  welcome  the  new  parsonage  families  to  the  district.  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Underwood  were  present  to  share  the  evening’s  activities. 


The  River  Rose. 


Calling  All  Methodist  Men 


All  Methodist  Men  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  called  to  gather  at  First 
UMC,  Pineville  on  Saturday,  August  io, 
for  the  11th  Annual  Men’s  Retreat. 

Registration  will  begin  at  9:15  a.m., 
with  the  first  session  at  10:00  a.m.  Lunch 
will  be  served  at  the  church  and  the  re¬ 
treat  will  close  before  5:00  p.m. 

The  men  of  the  conference  will  be 
blessed  by  hearing  one  of  Ireland’s  finest 
preachers,  Rev.  Peter  Goode,  who  will 
speak  both  morning  and  afternoon.  Rev. 
Goode  was  born  and  reared  near  Belfast, 
Northern  Ireland.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Methodist  University  in  Belfast  and  is  on 
exchange  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church  Pineville  until  August  18th. 
There  will  be  small  group  discussions 
and  a  business  meeting  with  the  election 
of  officers  for  1986.  This  will  be  a  day  of 


Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  former  president 
of  One  Church /One  Family  received  spe¬ 
cial  recognition  as  one  of  the  founding 
organizers  of  the  board.  Rev.  Alonzo  J 
Campbell,  secretary  of  the  organization, 
was  honored  as  an  active  board  partici¬ 
pant.  Other  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  attendance  were:  Rev. 
Freddie  C.  Henderson,  Rev.  Roger  D 
Lathan,  Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  and  Rev. 
Dan  Washington 


fellowship,  inspiration  and  instruction. 
All  men  are  urged  to  attend  whether  or 
not  they  are  a  part  of  an  active  local 
men’s  group. 

Registration  fee  is  five  dollars,  pay¬ 
able  upon  registration,  which  includes 
lunch. 

Program 

9:30  Registration  Begins 
10:00  General  Session  —  Church 
Sanctuary 

Presiding  —  Jack  Dew,  Conf. 
President 
Song  Service 
Leader  —  Fred  Tannehill 
Choir  —  Pineville  Men’s  Choir 
Purdue  Report(s) 

Retreat  Census 

Recognition  of  Churches,  Districts, 


Men’s  Clubs,  and  EMS  members 
present. 

Local  Club  Project  Reports 
Conference  Lay  Leader  —  H.  Blanchard 
Report  of  Nominating  Committee 
Speaker  —  Rev.  Peter  Goode. 

12:00  Lunch  —  Wilson  Watson  Building 
12:45  Election  of  1985-86  Conf.  Officers 
1:15  Small  Group  Sessions 
2:15  Small  Group  Sessions 
3:15  Small  Group  Sessions 
4:00  Closing  General  Session  — 
Sanctuary 

Presiding  —  Newly  Elected 
President  of  La.  Methodist  Men. 
Speaker  —  Rev.  Peter  Goode 
Communion  —  Adjourn 


The  Louisiana  Council  For  The  Adop¬ 
tion  of  Minority  Youth  was  recently  or¬ 
ganized  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
possibilities  for .  permanent  homes  and 
parents  for  neglected  children.  The  body 
continued  a  workshop  in  Baton  Rouge 
with  the  Illinois  Department  of  Family 
Services  and  the  Illinois  State  Board  of 
One  Church /One  Child  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Father  George  Clements,  founder 
of  the  niinois  Chapter. 


St.  Andrew’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  Groundbreaking 


St.  Andrew’s,  Baton  Rouge  celebrated 
the  Groundbreaking  of  phase  II  of  its 
master  plan,  a  13  classroom,  two  office, 
Educational  building  with  future  expan¬ 
sion  capabilities.  The  construction 
comes  at  a  good  time  as,  in  addition  to 
the  six  classes  in  the  existing  building, 
St.  Andrew’s  has  six  Sunday  School, 


classes  meeting  across  the  street  at  the 
Catholic  High  School. 

Members  of  the  Building  Committee 
pictured  above  are:  Bottom  row:  left  to 
right;  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  Harold 
Choate,  A1  Stalnaker.  Top  row:  Doug 
McCutcheon,  Bill  Youngblood  (chairper¬ 
son),  Margaret  Fiandt,  and  Sue  Nelson 


—  Persons  Churches  And  Events  — 


At  St.  Matthew's  UMC,  Metairie,  the 
youth  choir  from  St.  Paul  UMC,  El  Do¬ 
rado,  Arkansas  recently  gave  a  concert 
in  the  sanctuary.  The  church  members 
welcomed  the  choir  members  into  their 
homes  for  the  night.  Rev.  George  A. 
Duerson  is  pastor  of  St.  Matthew’s. 

Centenary-Fisher  UMC’s,  Franklin- 
ton,  will  soon  have  a  play  yard  for  the 
children.  Several  pieces  of  play  equip¬ 
ment  have  been  donated  by  the  church 
members. 

The  youth  of  FUMC,  Winnsboro  are 
going  to  Six  Flags  in  Dallas,  Texas  for 
their  summer  trip  on  August  7-9. 

The  congregation  of  Jefferson  UMC, 


Baton  Rouge  will  collect  funds  for 
World  Hunger  on  August  25th. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Ponchatoula  recently  held 
Vacation  Church  School.  There  were  83 
children  and  35  workers  enrolled. 

*  *  * 

Gilliam  UMC,  (Hosston-Gilliam- 
Belcher  Charge)  hosted  an  area-wide 
ecumenical  Vacation  Bible  School  on 
June  24-28.  Children’s  collections  plus 
donations  totalling  $503  was  sent  to  the 
Conference  Treasurer  for  famine  relief 
in  Ethiopia.  Rev.  Dick  Humphries  is 
pastor. 

Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  recently 
engaged  in  a  church-wide  tubing  trip 
down  the  Tangipohoa  River.  The  youth 


activity  was  sponsored  by  the  Family 
Ministries  Coordinator.  Rev.  Larry 
Stafford  is  pastor. 

Thirty  United  Methodist  Youth  Fel- 
lowshipers  and  Counselors  met  recent¬ 
ly  at  Springhill  UMC.  They  had  a 
program  about  making  decisions.  After 
the  meeting,  they  had  a  swimming  par¬ 
ty.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

Rev.  Doyle  Sanders  recently  led  the 
evening  service  at  FUMC,  Minden.  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  Bob  Burgess. 

*  *  » 

The  Palestine,  Pleasant  Grove  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  breakfast  was  held  July  21. 
The  guest  speaker  was  Dr.  Bernard 


Kaplan. 

Vacation  Church  school  will  be  held 
August  5-9  at  Carrollton  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans  with  special  recognition  at  the 
regular  church  service  on  August  11. 
Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade  is  pastor 
*  *  * 

“God’s  Angels,’’  a  study  and  fellow¬ 
ship  program  of  The  People  of  The 
Covenant  UMC  is  for  children  in  grades 
one  through  five.  The  group  meets  each 
Sunday  evening  at  the  church. 

The  Rayville  UMC  recently  gave  a 
reception  in  honor  of  Dr.  Burl  More¬ 
land  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  Dr.  More¬ 
land  is  the  new  District  Superintendent 
for  the  Monroe  District. 


Swaps  Places  With  Irish  Minister 


Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Pineville,  has 
exchanged  places  with  a  pastor  from 
Northern  Ireland.  Each  man  will  pastor 
the  other’s  church,  drive  the  other’s  car 
and  live  in  the  other’s  house. 

“We’re  going  to  exchange  everything 
but  our  wives  and  our  salaries,”  said 
Rev.  Pyles. 

Pyles  is  pastoring  in  Northern  Ireland; 
the  Rev.  Peter  Goode  of  Lurgan,  North¬ 


ern  Ireland  is  pastoring  FUMC,  Pine¬ 
ville. 

While  in  Ireland,  Pyles  is  living  in 
Goode’s  house  and  handling  the  Irish¬ 
man’s  pastoral  duties.  “He’ll  do  the  same 
here,”  Pyles  said. 

This  is  the  second  time  Pyles  has  gone 
to  Ireland  as  part  of  an  exchange.  The 
first  time  was  in  1977  when  he  was  pas¬ 
toring  a  church  in  Jennings.  (Provided 
by  Sidney  Williams,  Alexandria  Daily 
Town  Talk.) 


Cokesbury  to  Publish  New  Materials  for  Children 


Pictured  above  left  to  right  are:  Tanya  Fontenot,  Chris  Pourteau,  Adena  Frank, 
Benji  Guempel,  and  Michael  Driggs.  Rev.  Bill  Rowell,  pastor  is  shown  in  the  back. 


Young  Scouts  Observe  July  4  At  FUMC,  Eunice 


The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  will  begin  producing  a  new  series 
of  Children’s  Bible  stories  on  videotape. 
The  series,  “The  Greater  Adventure: 
Stories  from  the  Bible”  includes:  (1) 
Moses:  Let  My  People  Go;  (2)  David  and 
Goliath;  (3)  Joshua  and  the  Battle  of 
Jericho;  (4)  Noah  and  the  Ark;  (5) 
Sampson  and  Delilah;  (6)  Daniel  and  the 


Lion’s  Den. 

The  first  of  the  full-color  48-page  books 
will  be  available  in  October.  The  series 
portrays  the  adventures  of  three  modern 
young  persons  who  travel  back  to  Bible 
times.  James  Whitmore,  James  Earl 
Jones  and  Mariette  Hartley  are  among 
the  actors  and  actresses  who  will  lend 
their  voices  in  the  animated  videos. 


The  youth  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Eunice  observed  July  4  by  post¬ 
ing  the  United  States  Flag  and  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Flag  during  morning  worship 
Independence  Sunday  at  the  church. 


The  girls  are  members  of  Girl  Scout 
Troop  488  which  meets  at  the  church. 
The  boys  represent  a  Houston  Cub  Scout 
Pack  and  the  Eunice  Pack. 


Guest  Preacher 

Rev.  L.  E.  Philbrook,  right,  was  the 
guest  preacher  at  Ingleside  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge  on  July  14. 
Philbrook  is  Chief  Operations  Officer  of 
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Recorded  lyrics  have  gone  too  far  Staid  rituals  could  be  hurting  membership 
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The  popular  music  industry  has  gone 
too  far  in  its  use  of  filthy  language. 

That’s  the  opinion— which  we  share— 
of  the  Parents  Music  Resource  Center. 
That  group  of  Washington  women  is  fed 
up  with  the  sexually  and  violently 
suggestive  lyrics  and  scenes  in  many 
best-selling  records,  tapes  and  videos— 
which  have  become  descriptively  known 
in  the  industry  as  “raunch  and  roll.” 

We  join  the  parents  in  their  concern 
and  distress  that  their  children  are  being 
made  targets  of  "filth,  violence,  sado¬ 
masochism  and  explicit  sex"  when  they 
tune  in  their  favorite  radio  station  or 
watch  televised  videos. 

The  center— made  up  primarily  of 
wives  of  prominent  Washington-area  po¬ 
litical,  business  and  civic  leaders— is 
trying  to  pressure  the  recording  industry 
to  rate  record  content  much  like  the 
movie  industry  rates  its  products. 

Others,  both  within  and  outside  the 
music  industry,  are  suggesting  that  the 
song’s  lyrics  be  printed  on  record  jackets. 
Tliat  way  parents  and  children  can  at  least 
know  what  they  are  buying. 

Welcome  to  readers 
in  Jacksonville  Beach 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  600  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Beach  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jacksonville  Beach, 
Fla.  (Florida  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Jacksonville 
Beach,  we  say,  “Welcome."  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative  and  that  you  will 
join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Surprisingly,  with  all  the  concern  in 
church  circles  these  days  about  pornog¬ 
raphy,  little  has  been  heard  from  church 
groups  about  the  proliferation  of  sexual¬ 
ly  oriented  music. 

Yet,  it  is  likely  that  far  more  young 
people  are  exposed  each  day  to  the  vul¬ 
garity  of  rock  stars  like  Madonna  and 
Prince  than  ever  read  Playboy  or  Pent¬ 
house. 

It  is  frightening  to  ponder  how  wide¬ 
spread  exposure  to  such  twisted  verbal 
messages  could  be  shaping  the  attitudes 
of  young  people  toward  sexuality  in  par¬ 
ticular  and  human  relationships  in  gen¬ 
eral. 

As  Christian  parents  we  should  be  ac¬ 
tively  concerned  about  the  spread  of  such 
music  but  be  sensitive  in  our  response. 
Overreaction  to  what  our  children  listen 
to  and  view  could  easily  backfire  if  it 
drives  them  to  defend  the  music’s 
content  or  their  “right”  to  listen  to  it. 

We  also  have  a  responsibility  to  be  ac¬ 
curately  informed  about  the  impact  such 
entertainment  sources  can  have  on  the 
development  of  our  children.  While  there 
is  little  doubt  that  the  music  of  Elvis 
Presley,  the  Beatles  and  others  had 
definite  influence  on  the  lifestyle  of  past 
teen-age  generations,  the  impact  was  far 
less  severe  than  many  had  predicted. 

But  we  would  be  irresponsible  if  we 
did  not  react  at  all.  Showing  no  concern 
could  give  the  false  impression  that  we 
find  such  trash  acceptable. 

Instead,  we  should  talk  openly  with 
our  children  about  the  music  they  listen 
to.  We  should  do  so  in  light  of  scriptural 
teachings  to  respect  the  human  body  as  a 
“temple"  and  to  avoid  violence  in  human 
relationships. 

United  Methodists  should  also  urge  or¬ 
ganizers  of  the  conference  this  fall  on  ob¬ 
scenity  and  pornography  to  include  a 
concern  for  vulgar  rock  music  and  vid¬ 
eos  on  the  agenda.  Organizers  should  do 
so  with  an  eye  toward  giving  guidance  to 
parents  and  the  church. 

Local-church  groups  that  want  to  look 
into  this  topic  more  closely  in  the  mean¬ 
time  might  contact  the  Parents  Music 
Resource  Center  as  one  source  of  infor¬ 
mation.  Its  address  is  655  15th  St.,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20005. 


By  C.  E.  PEEPLES 

Why  is  the  United  Methodist  Church 
losing  members  when  some  churches  in 
depressed  areas  are  growing? 

Recently,  I  was  privileged  to  visit  a 
large  downtown  church  in  a  large  metro¬ 
politan  area.  The  temperature  outside 
was  near  a  record  high,  and  yet  the  con¬ 
gregation  at  the  second  morning  service 
overflowed  into  the  balcony. 

During  this  unique  summer  service, 
they  sang  some  Gospel  songs,  and  yet 
right  in  the  midst  of  these  melodies  was 
one  of  the  truly  great  hymns  of  Christen¬ 
dom.  The  words  were  printed  in  the  bul¬ 
letin,  and  the  congregation  joined 
fervently  in  singing  both. 

I  could  wish  only  that  a  member  of  the 
committee  to  select  the  songs  for  the 
new  hymnal  could  attend  this  church. 

Transition  unbelievable 

The  smooth  transition  from*  one  part 
of  the  service  to  the  other  was  almost 
unbelievable.  The  entire  congregation 
got  caught  up  in  one  great  act  of  wor¬ 
ship.  During  the  singing  of  the  Gospel 
songs  and  the  great  hymn,  the  choir  di¬ 
rector  sat  with  the  five  ministers.  The 
organist  never  stopped  playing  as  she 
moved  from  one  song  to  the  next. 

Later  the  congregation  stood  and 
cheered  when  the  young  pastor  was  wel¬ 
comed  back  for  his  sixth  year,  and  yet 
that  seemed  as  worshipful  as  a  fervent 
prayer. 

The  pastor  preached  an  attention-riv¬ 
eting  sermon  on  being  bom  again.  He  in¬ 
sisted  religion  gets  contagious  not  when 
we  talk  about  being  born  again  but  when 
we  experience  a  growing  Christian  expe¬ 
rience  and  when  our  lives  reflect  the 
great  values  of  our  Christian  faith. 

Then  to  my  amazement  I  noticed  that 
the  choir  was  to  sing  a  number  after  the 
sermon.  The  reason  was  soon  evident. 

Choir  music  moving 

The  choir  members  sang  a  unique, 
soul-stirring  arrangement  of  “When  The 
Roll  Is  Called  Up  Yonder.”  When  they 
finished,  all  of  us  felt  we  would  like  to 
join  again.  During  the  closing  hymn,  sev¬ 
eral  did. 


The  offering  was  taken  before  the  ser¬ 
mon.  Logically,  the  offering  would  be 
taken  after  the  sermon,  during  the  mo¬ 
ments  of  dedication  when  we  prove  our 
dedication  through  sacrificial  giving. 

Psychologically,  if  our  dominant  desire 
is  to  reach  the  unreached,  it  cannot  come 
at  a  more  unfortunate  time.  The  unreach¬ 
ed  instinctively  feel  that  it  is  a  faltering 
effort  to  slow  the  demise  of  a  dying 
church,  an  act  of  in-breeding  to  preserve 
a  remnant  of  a  church  the  secular  press 
continues  to  mention  as  losing  members. 

Illness  gives  opportunity 

May  I  mention  one  other  observation. 
Sometime  ago  I  remained  at  home  one 
Sunday,  a  flu  victim,  and  heard  two  tele¬ 
vision  ministers. 

The  first  preached  a  message  of  hope, 
turning  your  troubles  into  triumphs.  He 
aims  especially  at  the  one-half  that  the 


established  churches  are  not  reaching. 

His  sermons  are  arresting,  but  the 
worship  service  is  equally  inspiring.  He 
uses  a  couple  of  soloists  (without  guitars) 
who  sing  the  songs  meaningful  and  sa¬ 
cred  to  the  young  and  young  adults  and 
interviews  someone  who  has  done  much 
for  this  generation. 

This  preacher  probably  is  heard  by  as 
many  through  his  television  ministry  as 
attend  every  United  Methodist  church. 

That  same  morning  I  tuned  in  a  United 
Methodist  minister  who  preaches  to  a 
large  television  audience.  The  worship 
follows  the  traditional  service  used  by 
most  United  Methodist  churches. 

A  fine  choir  sang  a  hymn  written  by 
one  of  the  great  hymn  writers  whose  mu¬ 
sic  is  ageless  (and  certainly  that  is  one 
essential  function  of  our  church).  But  it 
probably  was  meaningful  to  a  third  of 
the  television  audience. 


The  service  struck  fire  when  the  con¬ 
gregation  sang:  “Our  fathers’  God,  to 
Thee,  Author  of  liberty,  To  Thee  we  sing; 
Long  may  our  land  be  bright,  With  free¬ 
dom’s  holy  light;  Protect  us  by  Thy 
might,  Great  God,  our  King.” 

Truly  that’s  one  of  the  great  prayers 
of  our  church.  Somehow  the  state  or  the 
military  is  more  successful  than  our 
church  in  using  such  tunes. 

Then  a  distinguished  looking  but  un¬ 
pretentious  minister  moved  to  the  pulpit. 
His  deep  convictions,  daring  and  re¬ 
markable  insights  enabled  him  to  preach 
with  the  effect  of  “time  bombs." 

His,  too,  is  a  growing  church  in  a  de¬ 
pressed  area. 

While  everyone  wants  an  orderly  ser¬ 
vice,  if  the  pulpit  emphasis  is  giving  way 
to  a  liturgical  emphasis  that  led  to  the 
decline  of  religion  in  England,  what  is 
the  future  of  United  Methodism? 


Churches  must  show  more  spiritual  zeal 
to  cure  sagging  attendance  at  worship 


By  RUBY  THREEWITT 

On  a  recent  Sunday,  the  pastor  enu¬ 
merated  the  myriad  reasons  the  parish¬ 
ioners  and  non-church  people  gave  for 
not  being  consistent  in  church  atten¬ 
dance  or  for  not  attending  at  all. 

The  reasons  were  as  many  and  varied 
as  the  individuals  concerned. 

His  conclusion  was  that  none  of  the  ex¬ 
cuses  were  valid  reasons  for  not  attend¬ 
ing  church  regularly  and  that  sporadic 
attendance  contributed  to  a  lukewarm 
Christianity. 

I  realize  this  situation  is  not  unique  to 
just  one  church.  I  have  read  the  same  list 
of  excuses  for  not  attending  church  in 
other  church  bulletins  and  heard  them 
discussed  in  meetings  by  other  pastors. 

Consequently,  perhaps  we  should  be 
searching  within  instead  of  without  for 
the  solution  to  non-attendance. 

Jesus  instructed  his  disciples,  “Feed 
my  sheep.”  He  didn’t  stipulate  how  many 
at  a  time  or  how  often. 

Jesus  had  no  formal  church.  He  as¬ 


sured  Peter,  the  rock,  that  upon  him  he 
would  build  his  church  because  of  Pe¬ 
ter’s  deep  inner  faith  and  belief  that  Je¬ 
sus  was  the  Christ  withour  needing  out¬ 
ward  proof. 

It  has  been  said  that  to  really  help 


eally  help  < 


Criticism  of  Freemasonry  shocks  readers 


To  the  Editor: 

The  article  “Freemasonry  comes  under 
fire”  in  the  July  5  Reporter  was  shocking. 

Some  of  the  finest  Christians  I’ve  ever 
known  were /are  members  of  one  or 
more  branches  of  the  Masonic  order.  Ev¬ 
ery  member  of  my  family  belonged  to  a 
Masonic  lodge  and/or  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star. 

It  was  good  to  read  the  interview  with 
Robert  L.  Dillard  of  Dallas,  Texas.  In 
this  connection,  if  you  would  do  some  re¬ 
search,  it  would  enlighten  you  to  discov¬ 
er  that  many  organizations,  with  high 
ideals,  purposes  and  Christian  principles, 
are  coming  under  attack  by  ignorant  fas¬ 
cists  and  communists. 

Some  of  these  fallacious  comments 
may  be  the  result  of  jealousy  because 
they  cannot  qualify  for  membership  in 
this  great  organization. 

I  am  very  thankful  and  proud  to  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Star  since  1927.  What  I  have  learned 
in  this  organization  has  helped  to 
strengthen  my  Christian  beliefs. 

Jewel  Burger  Hasty 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

God  bless  British  church 

To  the  Editor: 

May  God  bless  the  British  Methodist 
Conference  for  voicing  its  disapproval  of 
the  Freemasons  (see  UMR,  July  5). 

Many  years  ago  my  uncle— who  was 
an  ordained  pastor  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church— announced  he  was  with¬ 
drawing  his  membership  from  the 
Masonic  Lodge.  His  reason:  He  could  no 
longer  be  a  Mason  and  preach  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 
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Many  of  my  friends  who  were  Masons 
and  who  became  born  again  and  spirit- 
filled  have  also  left. 

In  my  lifetime,  I  have  seen  active  lay¬ 
men  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  at¬ 
tend  lodge  meetings  and  other  Masonic 
functions  when  those  meetings  conflicted 
with  their  church  duties.  Where  was 
their  loyalty? 

Recently,  I  sat  beside  a  friend  as  we 
listened  to  the  memorial  service  being 
conducted  in  the  funeral  home  by  her  de¬ 
ceased  husband’s  Masonic  order.  After  it 
was  concluded,  she  said  to  me,  “That 
didn’t  amount  to  much.” 

Robert  Dillard,  who  said,  “We’re  not  a 
secret  organization,  but  we're  an  organi¬ 
zation  with  some  secrets,”  is  just  about 
saying,  “This  isn’t  a  chocolate  cake;  it’s  a 
cake  with  some  chocolate  in  it.” 

I  sincerely  believe  if  every  bishop,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  pastor  and  active 
layperson  would  denounce  his  Masonry 
affiliations,  our  dying  church  would  be¬ 
gin  to  come  alive. 

My  appreciation  to  the  Reporter  for 
publishing  the  article.  May  great  glory 
to  God  be  the  result. 

Mildred  E.  Weller 
Boonsboro,  Maryland 

'You’ve  underestimated  us’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  issue  stating  that  “Freemason- 
ary  comes  under  fire”  (see  UMR,  July  5), 
I— and  many  more  of  our  congregation 
that  belong  to  the  Masons  —  feel  that  you 
have  underestimated  us. 

We  have  many  laymen  and  pastors 
that  belong  to  the  Masons. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  we 
wanted  to  enlarge  our  congregations  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  But  with  a 
write-up  from  someone  who  does  not 
give  readers  his  name,  I  wonder? 

We  feel  that  you  owe  us  a  retraction  of 
this  article. 

If  we  don't  get  any  consideration  on 
this  matter,  you  will  likely  see  a  consid¬ 
erable  decline  in  the  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  coming  months. 

James  E.  Potiseck 
Darragh,  Pennsylvania 

Numbers  make  case 

To  the  Editor: 

“Freemasonry  comes  under  fire”  ex¬ 
cited  my  curiosity  as  to  just  what  our 
small  church’s  status  was  with  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Fraternity  (see  UMR,  July  5). 

There  are  120  members  in  the  church  with 
less  than  10  Masons  in  the  membership. 

Further  research  revealed  that  65  per¬ 
cent  of  the  120  members  actively  sup¬ 
port  the  church  with  time  and  talent, 
while  80  percent  of  the  Freemasons  reg¬ 
ularly  support  the  church. 

With  these  figures  I  rest  my  case. 

J.  R.  Whitson 
Dallas  City,  Illinois 
Masons  use  Bible 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  appalled  to  read  about  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  British  Methodists  to 
their  members  that  they  not  become 
Freemasons  (see  UMR,  July  5). 

When  I  consider  all  the  issues  that  are 
of  concern  to  the  church,  it  greatly  dis¬ 
turbs  me  to  see  the  church  creating  a 
disturbance  over  something  as  insignifi¬ 
cant  as  the  religious  teachings  of  Free¬ 
masons. 

When  I  became  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge,  I  was  impressed  with  the  use  of 
Old  Testament  and  New  Testament 
Scriptures.  Later  I  became  a  member  of 
the  Consistory  and  was  deeply  moved  by 
the  14th  Degree,  which  is  almost  entirely 
scriptural. 


I  recently  petitioned  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Shrine.  I’m  not  disturbed 
by  Islamic  symbols  any  more  than  it 
bothers  me  to  cheer  for  Chief  Illiniwek 
representing  the  spirit  of  the  University 
of  Illinois  or  to  hear  Illinois  Wesleyan 
students  cry  "Oh  Zeus”  because  they 
happen  to  be  called  the  Titans. 

When  many  lay  people  in  the  church 
are  being  terribly  disturbed  because  of 
actions  of  some  of  our  major  boards  and 
agencies,  it  seems  to  me  we  are  making 
a  terrible  mistake  by  taking  on  another 
organization  that  has  done  many  fine 
things  in  the  name  of  charity  in  this 
country  and  abroad. 

Masons  may  not  be  perfect,  but  neither 
is  the  church.  There  is  much  that  pulls 
the  two  together  in  a  common  bond. 

I  have  found  some  of  my  best  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  affiliated  with  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Lodge  in  communities  I  have 
served.  Being  active  in  a  lodge  keeps  few 
masons  from  being  active  in  their 
church. 

I  believe  it’s  time  for  us  to  examine' 
our  priorities  more  carefully  and  to  quit 
upsetting  people  so  much  because  we 
choose  to  make  mountains  out  of  mole¬ 
hills  with  issues  that  will  not  really  have 
much  to  do  with  changing  the  world. 

John  E.  Muir 
Watseka,  Illinois 
Attacks  resented 
To  the  Editor: 

As  a  lifetime  Methodist  and  a  more 
than  50-year  Master  Mason,  I  strongly 
resent  the  stand  taken  by  the  Methodist 
Church  of  England  and  the  joining  in  by 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  of  re¬ 
printing  such  false  propaganda  and  un¬ 
truths  about  Freemasonry  and  its 
members  (see  UMR,  July  5). 

Gossip  and  false  attacks  on  a  person 
or  organization  that  cause  untold  harm 
are  about  as  easily  retracted  as  gather¬ 
ing  up  feathers  released  in  a  high  wind. 

We  have  been  admonished  to  “know 
the  truth,  and  the  truth  will  set  you  free” 
and  to  “do  unto  others  as  we  would  have 
them  do  unto  us.” 

Somewhere  down  the  line  some  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  have  lost  sight  of  these 
sayings. 

With  the  steady  decline  in  the  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
it  is  time  we  examine  some  of  the  things 
we  are  doing  and  get  back  on  the  right 
path  again  and  start  winning  souls  for 
Christ.  Robert  E  House 

Lake  Charles,  Louisiana 

Worry  about  membership 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  equal  interest  two  ar¬ 
ticles  in  your  July  5  issue:  “Bright  spots 
few  as  members  slide  accelerates"  and 
“Freemasonry  comes  under  fire.” 

I  would  think  Methodism  would  have 
grave  concern  with  the  first  and  no  in¬ 
terest  whatever  with  the  second. 

Since  birth  I  have  been  a  Methodist 
and  since  1948  a  Mason.  I  retired  in  1985 
after  being  employed  in  the  aviation  in¬ 
dustry  for  52  years. 

Being  both  a  Methodist  and  a  Mason 
has  served  me  well,  and  I  can  conceive 
of  no  reason  the  church  distrusts  the  oth¬ 
er  —  albeit  the  English  branch  express¬ 
ing  the  fear. 

Masonry,  though  not  a  religion,  is  reli¬ 
gious,  and  as  I  see,  it  supports  religion  in 
a  troubled  world.  For  that,  the  churches 
should  be  grateful  and  not  suspicious. 

The  condemnation  of  Masonry  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  can  easily  be 
explained  and  understood  by  the  joke: 
“There  is  a  high  wall  in  heaven  where  all 


denominations  are  on  one  side.  The  Cath¬ 
olics  are  on  the  other  because  the  Catholics 
believe  they  are  the  only  ones  there.” 

The  concern  with  the  element  of  se¬ 
crecy  is  childlike. 

I  can  hope  only  that  United  Methodism 
will  concentrate  on  the  methods  of  bring¬ 
ing  membership  back.  The  world  is  in 
great  need  of  spiritual  guidance. 

Craig  F.  Timmerman 
Coral  Gables,  Florida 

Other  ‘peace  ribbon’  cited 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Ribbon  of  Peace  is  a  noble  idea, 
but  we  already  have  a  Ribbon  of  Peace 
that  Justine  Merritt  and  her  supporters 
should  be  helping  and  encouraging. 

That  is  the  ribbon  of  NATO  forces  ex- 
tendimj  from  Norway  to  Turkey.  We  also 
have  a  second  ribbon  of  peace  extending 
across  South  Korea. 

Why  doesn’t  Mrs.  Merritt’s  group  use 
its  material  in  this  great  peace  effort, 
plus  the  time  donated,  to  sew  clothing 
for  the  poor  in  Africa,  Southeast  Asia 
and— yes— in  the  United  States?  Think 
of  the  effect  it  would  have  if  donated  in 
the  name  of  peace  between  nations! 

This  group  could  also  be  much  more 
effective  if  it  would  get  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  Norwegian,  Danish, 
German,  British,  Italian,  Spanish,  Greek, 
Turkish  and  South  Korean  servicemen 
who  are  holding  up  the  present  ribbons 
of  peace  and  thank  them  for  their  efforts 
to  maintain  peace  through  justice  and 
strength. 

Also,  they  could  send  letters  to  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  defense  and  the  NATO  head¬ 
quarters  in  Europe  and  to  all  the  people 
who  man  the  two  greatest  peace  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  free  world.  I  know  their 
dreams  and  desires.  They  truly  love  and 
want  peace.  I  have  suffered  with  them  in 
this  effort  for  many  years. 

William  Darien  Duncan 
Vero  Beach,  Florida 


alcoholic  quit  the! 
habit  one  has  to  be  a 
better  friend  than 
the  bottle.  That  takes 
a  lot  of  doing  in  all 
ways. 

In  the  same  sense, 

I  think  the  church 
has  to  offer  more 
zeal  and  honest  spiri-  Ruby  Threewitt 
tual  satisfaction  than  one  can  find  on  the 
outside. 

For  example,  does  one  experience 
more  spiritual  satisfaction  from  a  give- 
and-take  conversation  with  family  and 
friends?  Or  from  a  formal  church  setting 
listening  to  a  sermon  that  one  may  not 
concur  with  totally  or  even  in  part  but 
with  no  recourse  to  air  one’s  beliefs  and 
discuss  them? 

Another  example  may  be  sharing  time 
with  a  curious,  interested  child  and  being 
energized  by  the  child’s  unadulterated 
spiritual  energy  almost  to  the  point  of 
being  born  anew. 

I  believe  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the 


church.  It  must  offer  more  inspiring,  ful¬ 
filling,  spiritual  satisfaction  than  one  ex¬ 
periences  in  productive  time  with  family, 
friends  or  just  a  quiet,  restful  time  and 
space  to  know  oneself  and  truth. 

I  am  reminded  of  the  line  in  Luke, 
“Physician,  heal  thyself.”  Might  not  this 
philosophy  also  apply  to  the  church? 

Matthew  23  might  be  a  good  starting 
point  for  renewal  also.  Who  knows? 

When  the  healing  is  complete,  church 
attendance  may  cease  to  be  out  of  habit, 
tradition,  misplaced  duty  or  archaic 
guilt  trips  and  become  a  spontaneous 
and  joyful  occasion. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor  are  C.  E.  Peeples,  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference), 
and  Ruby  Threewitt,  a  member  of  West¬ 
moreland  United  Methodist  Church, 
Westmoreland,  Kan.  (Kansas  East  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
" Here  I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

World  events  help  change 
thinking,  acting  patterns 


By  ROBERT  L.  SHEFNER 

Recently  I  participated  in  a  discussion 
that  centered  around  God’s  actions  in 
history,  whether  God  was  still  at  work 
and,  if  so,  where? 

I  strongly  believe  that  God  is  active  in 
the  peaceful  demonstrations,  including 
the  arrests,  at  the  South  African  Embas¬ 
sy  over  the  past  months. 

I  am  proud  of  those  people  who  of¬ 
fered  themselves  as  witnesses  to  the 
twin  beliefs  that  apartheid  is  evil  and 
that  God  will  still  call  prophets  forth  to 
identify  and  stand  against  that  evil. 

In  my  own  faith  understanding  and  de¬ 
velopment,  a  number  of  significant 
events  have  served  to  move  me  out  of  an 
old  pattern  of  thinking  and  acting  into  a 
new  one. 

One  such  event  occurred  just  after  the 
1980  hostage  crises.  Like  many  around 
the  nation,  I  was  angry  and  frustrated 
with  a  foe  that  seemed  immune  to  either 
diplomatic  or  military  actions. 

Coming  out  of  a  military  and  national- 
security  background,  I  was  also  filled 
with  a  sense  that  our  national  pride  had 
been  insulted  and  that  we  had  to  do 
something  to  recover. 

My  proposed  response  was  to  threaten 
the  Iranian  people  with  complete  and  to¬ 
tal  annihilation  unless  our  citizens  were 
released. 

But  even  as  I  said  that,  I  was  struck 
with  the  enormous  inconsistency  between 
that  call  and  the  call  to  be  a  professed 
Christian— and  a  seminary  student. 

That  event  began  a  process  of  study, 
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prayer  and  discovery  that  has  served  to 
round  off  some  very  rough  edges  in  my 
development.  God  was  at  work  in  this 
event  and  moved  me  in  God’s  direction. 

God  is  at  work  in  the  acts  of  Christian 
witness  at  the  South  African  Embassy, 
and  I  have  been  moved  yet  again  in  the 
direction  that  God  would  have  me  go. 

The  invitation  to  attend  those  demon¬ 
strations  was  open  to  me.  I  should  have 
accepted,  yet  I  could  not  because  of 
where  I  work. 

And  I  am  struck  once  again  with  the 
inconsistency  of  the  call  to  action  and 
my  own  inaction  in  failing  to  join  with 
those  others  who  were  standing  with  God 
and  against  evil. 

God  leads,  and  I  follow— slowly,  hesi¬ 
tantly  and  often  times  reluctantly.  But 
God  has  led  others  there  before  me,  and 
they  become  helpers  as  I  see  ever  more 
clearly  the  direction  that  God  has  set  be¬ 
fore  me. 

I  see  God  in  those  that  demonstrate 
against  the  evils  of  exclusion,  and  I 
thank  God  for  them. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor.  Robert  L. 
Shefner,  is  a  member  of  Glenmont  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Wheaton.  Md., 
(Baltimore  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Men  sing  one  part  in  6 harmony  of  hope 5 


When  more  than  5,000  male  voices, 
like  a  gigantic  booster  club  for  Jesus,  vi¬ 
brated  through  the  huge  auditorium  at 
Purdue  University,  the  sound  gave  me 
goose  bumps. 

That  feeling  gave  one  answer  to  a 
question  I  heard  repeatedly  during  the 
United  Methodist  Men  Congress  in  West 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  July  12-14:  How  is  this 
congress  different  from  a  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  Women? 

Slight  differences  were  evident  from 
the  first,  more  in  style  and  emphasis 
than  in  purpose. 

The  men’s  congress  seemed  to  be  a 
cross  between  an  old-fashioned  revival 
meeting  and  a  Boy  Scout  Jamboree. 

The  meeting  took  a  scout  flavor  early 
on.  Boy  Scouts  helped  arrivals  with  lug¬ 
gage.  The  next  morning  scouts  and  adult 
UM  scout  leaders  (many  in  uniform) 
were  featured  in  the  plenary. 

A  subtle  difference  between  UM  Men 
and  UM  Women  showed  in  the  matter  of 
identification. 

Women  in  large  meetings  may  wear 
identifying  lapel  ornaments.  The  men 
carried  this  practice  a  little  farther  with 
matching  shirts  or  vests  (for  local  or 
conference  groups)  in  a  rainbow  of  col¬ 
ors  decorated  with  regional  patches. 
Some  even  wore  coordinating  caps. 

And  as  men  congregated -in  small 
groups  on  steps,  in  halls  or  in  the  student 
union  coffee  shops  to  talk,  they  traded 


patches,  lapel  buttons,  etc.,  brought  for  the 
purpose— a  custom  no  doubt  borrowed 
from  the  Boy  Scout  Jamboree  tradition  or 
perhaps  from  national  and  international 
gatherings  of  male  service  clubs. 

The  TRAG  (small  three-wheeled  mo¬ 
torcycle  adapted  to 
TRansportation  and 
AGricultural  needs 
of  undeveloped  coun¬ 
tries)  running  in  cir¬ 
cles  in  the  parking 
lot  and  the  nearby 
displays  of  a  Self- 
Help  Tractor  and 
water-drilling  rig  Roberta  Sappington 
were  not  what  I  would  expect  to  see  at  a 
meeting  of  UM  Women. 

Nor  would  I  expect  a  woman  to  come 
alone  to  a  national  meeting  by  bicycle  — 
especially  if  it  meant  making  a  seven- 
day,  400-mile  trip  like  Noel  E.  Taylor  of 
Grinnell,  Iowa,  or  even  a  two-day  trip 
from  Chicago  like  Dave  LaCognata. 

The  emphasis  in  the  plenaries  and  oth¬ 
er  sessions  seemed  to  be  more  on  evan¬ 
gelism  than  on  the  social  issues  so  often 
stressed  by  UM  Women. 

One  man  said  the  seven  worship  ser¬ 
vices  packed  into  the  two-day  meeting 
had  the  same  “amen’s"  and  "hallelu¬ 
jah's”  as  the  Evangelical  Association  of 
60  years  ago— the  same  atmosphere, 
same  stress,  same  fundamentals. 

Congress  participants  approached  wor¬ 


ship  with  the  same  uninhibited  enthusiasm 
usually  reserved  for  sporting  events. 

Not  only  did  they  applaud  the  special 
music  (practically  a  concert  for  each  ser¬ 
vice)  but  also  scripture  meditations  and 
sermons.  Standing  ovations  were  the  rule. 

Men  who  admitted  their  wives  had 
told  them  they  shouldn’t  even  sing  in  the 
bathtub  sang  with  gusto  old  favorites 
like  “Amazing  Grace”  and  “O  for  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing.”  Like  a  well- 
rehearsed  choir  they  followed  veteran 
director  Bill  Mann  in  making  each  hymn 
an  anthem. 

And  I  just  listened. 

Hearing  the  rich  tenor-bass  of  the 
men’s  singing  swell  through  the  great 
hall,  I  imagined  the  contrast  of  a  lyric 
soprano-alto  blend  of  a  comparable 
group  of  women.  Then  I  sensed  an  intrin¬ 
sic  difference  between  United  Methodist 
Men  and  United  Methodist  Women. 

I  had  been  warmly  received,  and  even 
included.  I  enjoyed  the  fellowship  and 
the  spirit  of  the  occasion. 

Still,  at  no  point  did  I  feel  that  I  was  a 
United  Methodist  man. 

But  as  women  have  talents  and  gifts 
our  church  needs,  likewise  men  have 
gifts  and  talents  they  can  contribute— 
some  of  them  different  from  ours. 

The  joint  effect  of  these  gifts  and  tal¬ 
ents  is  a  “harmony  of  hope”  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
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2  South  African  clerics  criticize  ‘state  of  emergency’ 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LONDON— Two  South  African  anti¬ 
apartheid  leaders,  both  Methodist  cler¬ 
gymen,  used  an  international  Christian 
peace  conference  in  London  last  week  as 
a  platform  to  denounce  their  govern¬ 
ment’s  recent  declaration  of  a  “state  of 
emergency.” 

That  government  action  was  taken 
July  20  to  squelch  opposition  to  the  South 
African  government’s  policy  of  legalized 
racial  separation  (apartheid). 

The  Rev.  Peter  Storey,  president  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa, 
said  his  government’s  action  is  the  “inev¬ 
itable  consequence  of  (its)  refusal  to 
heed  the  cries  of  the  oppressed,  the 
pleadings  of  enlightened  people,  the  con¬ 
sistent  opposition  of  the  Christian  church 
and  the  unanimous  judgment  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  community.” 

The  Rev.  Abel  Hendricks,  Mr.  Storey’s 
predecessor  as  head  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Southern  Africa,  asked,  “When 
will  those  in  power  in  South  Africa  learn 
that  suppressing  peaceful  efforts  and  re¬ 
sistance  against  apartheid  with  violence 


will  only  strengthen  the  spiral  of  vio¬ 
lence,  bloodshed,  sorrow  and  pain  in  our 
country?” 

When  the  state  of  emergency  was  de¬ 
clared,  Mr.  Storey  and  Mr.  Hendricks 
were  in  London  to  attend  a  peace  confer¬ 
ence  sponsored  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  At  the  time  of  their  statements, 
more  than  500  opponents  of  apartheid  in 
South  Africa  reportedly  had  been  arrest¬ 
ed. 

Mr.  Hendricks  said  that,  according  to 
information  he  had  received,  more  than 
200  people  were  being  arrested  daily. 

Previously  arrested  twice 

Mr.  Hendricks,  who  is  classified  under 
apartheid  as  a  “coloured”  person  and 
who  has  been  in  prison  twice  for  opposi¬ 
tion  to  his  government’s  policies,  pointed 
out  that  a  similar  state  of  emergency  in 
1960  did  not  stop  the  conflicts  caused  by 
apartheid. 

Instead,  he  said,  “South  Africa  finds  it¬ 
self  in  the  evil  grip  of  a  perpetual  unde¬ 
clared  state  of  emergency.” 

Mr.  Storey  said  it  was  probably  fortu¬ 
nate  that  he  was  in  England  because  his 


statement  might  have  been  suppressed 
or  censored  in  South  Africa.  He  also  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  1960  state  of  emergency. 

"South  Africa  is  back  in  those  dark 
days  again,"  he  said,  "with  a  govern¬ 
ment  reduced  to  the  desperate  measure 
of  martial  law.” 

In  his  statement  Mr.  Storey  told  South 
African  government  leaders,  "You  can¬ 
not  defend  a  country  indefinitely  against 
its  own  citizens.  An  indefensible  policy 
should  not  be  defended  any  longer. 

“No  more  human  lives  should  be  sacri¬ 
ficed  on  the  altar  of  apartheid.  This  is 
the  moment  to  admit  unreservedly  that 
apartheid  must  go.” 

Methodists  led  the  way 

Mr.  Storey  pointed  out  that  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Southern  Africa  was  the 
first  to  engage  in  civil  disobedience 
against  apartheid.  It  disobeyed  prohibi¬ 
tions  against  mixed  worship. 

Both  clergymen  said  they  were  “not 
sure"  what  effect  the  state  of  emergency 
was  likely  to  have  on  continuing  church 
opposition  to  apartheid. 


Both  men  said,  however,  that  it  is  im¬ 
perative  that  the  world  church  continue 
to  lead  the  international  community  in 
raising  peoples’  awareness  of  apart¬ 
heid’s  evil,  including  information  about 
what  is  happening  now  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Storey  said  that  “international  re¬ 
pugnance  for  the  sheer  immorality”  of 
apartheid  must  continue  to  be  expressed 
even  though  it  is  likely  to  be  responded 
to  in  a  “fairly  pugnacious”  manner  by 
South  African  leaders. 

He  said  he  favors  all  kinds  of  symbolic 
actions  because  the  “international  com¬ 
munity  has  a  short  memory.” 

Mr.  Storey  said  he  also  favors  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  so-called  Sullivan  Principles 
to  the  way  foreign  corporations  do  busi¬ 
ness  in  South  Africa,  even  though  those 
principles  are  "tame,”  representing  “the 
ways  any  decent  employer  would  treat  a 
work  force.-” 

Mr.  Hendricks  said  that  church  mem¬ 
bers  in  South  Africa  have  been  working 
on  a  strategy  to  deal  with  apartheid  but 
that  they  continue  to  need  “prayers  of 
support  and  identification  expressed  in  a 
tangible  way.” 


One  concrete  thing  that  the  church  can 
do,  Mr.  Storey  said,  is  to  publicize  the 
names  of  people  detained  by  the  South 
African  government  for  their  opposition 
to  apartheid. 

‘Naming  names’  will  help 

“Naming  names  helps  immensely,”  he 
said.  It  reminds  the  government  that 
those  people  have  not  been  forgotten  or 
ignored  despite  the  secrecy  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  security  measures  that  normally 
accompany  their  arrests. 

Mr.  Storey  mentioned  in  particular  the 
name  of  the  Rev.  Mvume  Dandale,  a 
Methodist  clergyman  who  was  reported¬ 
ly  arrested  3  a.m.  the  Sunday  following 
the  declaration  of  the  state  of  emergency. 

Ironically,  Mr.  Storey  said,  Mr.  Dan- 
dale  has  “played  an  absolutely  crucial 
and  pivotal  part  in  holding  down  vio¬ 
lence”  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Hendricks  — who  received  the 
World  Methodist  Council’s  peace  award 
in  1981— acknowledged  there  could  be 
some  danger  awaiting  him  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  upon  their  return  to  South  Africa  dur¬ 


ing  the  state  of  emergency.  That’s 
because  of  their  "coloured”  status. 

But,  he  said,  he  and  his  wife,  who  ac¬ 
companied  him  to  London,  had  made  a 
decision  many  years  ago  to  continue 
their  ministry  in  South  Africa  as  long  as 
possible. 

"We’re  staying  because  of  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  God  and  our  people,”  Mr. 
Hendricks  said.  "The  best  place  God  can 
use  us  is  there. 

“If  we  are  arrested  at  the  airport  and 
find  that  we  will  not  be  permitted  to  go 
home,  then  it  will  be  painful.  But  it 
would  be  painful  to  sit  safely  somewhere 
else  and  learn  about  the  200  of  my  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  being  detained  every  day.” 

Mr.  Hendricks'  remarks  condemning 
apartheid  were  made  during  a  peace 
conference  session  to  some  300  people  in 
Wesley’s  Chapel,  the  “mother  church”  of 
world  Methodism.  Mr.  Storey  shared  his 
statement  with  a  smaller  group  on  an¬ 
other  occasion. 

Both  men  closed  the  meetings  with 
similar  prayers:  “God  bless  Africa.  . . . 
Give  her  peace.  ” 


Worshipers 


Growing  fellowship  shows  concern  for  mem  bers  par.  status 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.— Thirty  years  ago, 
at  its  founding,  it  was  only  a  small,  in¬ 
formal  gathering  of  Methodist  musi¬ 
cians. 

But  when  the  successor  body,  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music  and  Other  Arts,  met  for  its  bienni¬ 
al  national  convocation  July  14-20,  it 
claimed  more  than  3,000  members  and 
“a  maturity  of  purpose  and  relationship 
with  the  church  and  with  each  other.” 

Some  1,000  members  turned  out— 350 
identifying  themselves  as  directors  of 
music,  another  175  as  organists,  180  as 
clergy,  etc.  Some  are  full-time  profes¬ 
sionals.  Others  are  part-timers  or  volun¬ 
teers.  All  are  leaders  of  worship  in  one 
way  or  another. 

Salaries  concern  members 

One  illustration  of  the  fellowship’s 
new  “maturity  of  purpose”  is  its  increas¬ 
ing  concern  over  appropriate  recognition 
and  compensation  for  its  members. 

Its  members  may  play  some  of  the 
grandest  organs  in  all  of  Christendom, 
direct  some  of  the  finest  choirs  or  cho¬ 
reograph  some  of  the  most  creative  li¬ 
turgical  dance.  But,  as  they  evidenced  in 
myriad  conversations,  when  payday 
comes  around;' they  typically  draw  the 
short  straw. 

One  woman  described  herself  as  the 
top-paid  children's  and  youth  choir  di¬ 
rector  in  a  major  eastern  city.  Her  sala¬ 
ry  for  part-time  work:  $3,000  per  year. 

Another  woman  said  she  would  love  to 
subscribe  to  the  leading  monthly  maga¬ 
zine  in  her  field  of  Christian  graphic  arts 
but  couldn’t  afford  the  annual  subscrip¬ 


tion:  $27  per  year. 

One  man  said  he  would  like  to  be  a 
member  of  his  local  chapter  of  the 
American  Guild  of  Organists  but 
couldn’t  afford  the  fee:  $35  per  year. 

The  fellowship’s  more  politically  as¬ 
tute  members  are  carefully  watching 
what  happens  to  the  role  of  diaconal 
ministers  in  United  Methodist  churches, 
since  some  fellowship  members  hold 
that  status  and  others  could  qualify. 

Others  want  annual  conferences  to 
come  up  with  a  meaningful  process  of 
certification  for  musicians  and  other  ar¬ 
tisans,  one  that  will  recognize  contribu¬ 
tions  of  part-time  or  even  volunteer 
workers  who  don’t  aspire  to  diaconal 
ministry. 

Still  others  want  local  church  staff- 
parish  relations  committees  to  devise 
ways  to  evaluate  and  properly  compen¬ 
sate  them  for  their  professional  services. 

"Even  if  you  are  actively  on  the  job  in 
the  church  only  an  hour  or  two  a  week,” 
one  speaker  said,  "the  congregation 
ought  to  appreciate  what  you  have  to  go 
through— typically  many  years  of  gradu¬ 
ate  study  and  private  practice— to  be 
prepared  to  do  what  you  do.” 

Signals  indicate  change 

The  fellowship  is  giving  several  sig¬ 
nals  that  its  members  won’t  accept  sec¬ 
ondary  roles  indefinitely. 

Within  the  past  year  the  fellowship  has 
hired  its  first  full-time  executive  secre¬ 
tary,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Henry,  an  ordained 
member  of  the  South  Carolina  confer¬ 
ence.  He  said  he  hopes  to  present  fellow¬ 
ship  members’  concerns  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

Membership  is  at  an  all-time  high.  The 


fellowship’s  newsletter,  until  now  mainly 
a  vehicle  for  sharing  tidbits,  has  a  new 
advisory  board  with  ambitious  aims. 

All  of  that  notwithstanding,  the  spirit 
of  this  convocation  ran  more  to  display¬ 
ing  banners  than  to  marching  under  them. 

And  the  1985  convocation  displayed 
the  fellowship’s  typical  exuberance  for 
innovative  worship  (twice  a  day,  often 
including  dance,  mime  and  audiovisual 
presentations)  and  workshops  ranging 
from  handbells  to  Holy  Eucharist. 

Incoming  president  Robert  Schillings 
minister  of  music  at  North  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Indianapolis,  while  speak¬ 
ing  of  the  fellowship’s  "increased  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  general  church,”  reminded 
members  that  the  fellowship’s  main  pur¬ 
pose  is  "to  foster  inspired  worship  of 
God." 

The  arts  are  important  in  fostering 
such  worship,  he  added,  because  "words 
alone  are  inadequate  to  express  our  feel¬ 
ings  toward  God.”  He  said,  "The  arts  add 
power  and  feeling  to  our  words.” 

Leaders  in  five-a-day  workshops  reit¬ 
erated  Mr.  Schilling’s  emphasis. 

One  leader  described  the  congregation 
as  “the  greater  choir”  of  the  worshiping 
community,  one  that  the  smaller,  orga¬ 
nized  choir  can  help  lead. 

Another  leader,  a  specialist  in  storytell¬ 
ing,  urged  his  workshop  participants  — 
mostly  clergy  —  to  remember  that  the 
most  effective  oral  interpretation  of  the 
Scriptures  is  "whatever  helps  the  World 
become  flesh  again  in  you." 

Organists  in  one  workshop  on  playing 
for  worship  services  were  reminded  not 
to  use  too  many  variations  in  pitch, 
speed,  harmonization  and  registration 
without  “warning”  the  congregation,  lest 


Letter  exchange 
builds  bridges 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WYOMING,  Ill.— The  Rev.  Robert  C.  Morwell  of  Wyo¬ 
ming  United  Methodist  Church  believes  that  the  similarities 
among  Christians  worldwide  can  form  the  bridge  that  leads 
to  global  peace. 

To  put  his  belief  into  action,  the  31-year-old  minister  and 
his  congregation  of  240  people  have  launched  a  pen-pal  pro¬ 
ject  with  the  Rev.  Helmuth  Seifert,  an  East  German  Method¬ 
ist  minister,  and  his  two  congregations  in  the  Berlin  area— 
Church  of  the  Redeemer  and  Eben-Ezer-Kapalle  Church. 

The  goal  is  to  show  members  of  the  three  congregations 
how  many  values  and  beliefs  they  have  in  common  because 
of  their  faith,  Mr.  Morwell  said. 

Letters  build  understanding 

“These  commonalities  give  us  some  understanding  about 
one  another  from  the  beginning  and  perhaps  a  head  start  on 
peace  because  as  Christians  we  all  worship  the  Prince  of 
Peace,”  Mr.  Morwell  said. 

Vaudra  Rushing,  program  counselor  of  the  Central  Illinois 
conference,  also  has  high  hopes  for  the  interchanges. 

“This  is  a  very  positive  project  because  once  we  get  to 
know  people,  our  attitudes  change  and  stereotypes  are  de¬ 
stroyed,”  she  said.  “Although  this  is  still  a  fairly  new  pro¬ 
ject,  I  hope  it  will  be  contagious  and  will  catch  on  with  other 
churches.” 

The  idea  originated  with  the  Central  Illinois  conference 
board  of  church  and  society.  Mr.  Morwell  is  a  member  of 
that  board,  and  his  church  was  the  first  church  to  start  the 
project. 

Initiated  in  the  fall  of  1984,  the  interchange  progressed 
from  letters  (written  in  English)  exchanged  between  the  pas¬ 
tors  to  Christmas  cards  and  photographs  exchanged  between 
children  of  the  churches. 

On  Easter  the  two  pastors  wrote  sermons  for  each  other 
and  delivered  them  during  their  respective  worship  services. 

Mr.  Morwell  said  prayer  needs  were  also  being  exchanged 
between  the  congregations. 

“We  send  Mr.  Seifert’s  churches  a  list  of  names  of  our  con¬ 
gregation  members  to  pray  for,”  Mr.  Morwell  said.  "He  also 
sends  us  a  list  of  people  to  pray  for  from  his  churches.  That 
list  includes  Mr.  Seifert’s  3-year-old  granddaughter,  Elmira, 
who  has  cancer.  Our  church  began  praying  for  her,  and  we 
passed  her  name  onto  the  the  Upper  Room  prayer  line. 

“This  way  Americans  all  over  the  country  are  praying  for 
this  little  East  German  girl  and  that  transcends  all  politics  and 
rancor.  That’s  the  strength  of  this  kind  of  communication.” 

Groups  to  get  involved 

In  the  near  future,  Mr.  Morwell  said  he  hopes  to  see  corre¬ 
spondence  started  between  the  women’s  groups  in  the 
churches  as  well  as  individuals. 

Mr.  Morwell  said  he  and  his  East  German  counterpart 
share  strong  anti-war  viewpoints. 

"Mr.  Seifert  wants  peace,”  Mr.  Morwell  said.  “He  knows 
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The  Rev.  Robert  C.  Morwell 

about  war.  "He  is  a  survivor  of  the  Dresden  (Germany) 
bombing  that  killed  some  135,000  persons. 

“Also  I  understand  that  the  East  German  Methodist 
Church  has  taken  an  independent  stand  against  the  deploy¬ 
ment  of  medium-range  missies  by  the  United  States  or  the 
Soviet  Union.  That’s  a  rather  gutsy  move. 

“The  idea  of  incinerating  the  planet  to  preserve  the  faith  is 
horrendous.  I’ve  heard  it  said  that  one  reason  we  have  the 
bomb  is  to  preserve  Christianity,  and  I  think  that's  blas¬ 
phemy.” 

Mr.  Morwell  said  the  correspondence  project  gives  peo¬ 
ple  ways  to  take  an  active  part  in  achieving  world  peace. 

"People  feel  like  helpless  spectators  watching  other  peo¬ 
ple  with  power  decide  whether  they  live  or  die,”  he  said.  “If 
peace  is  achieved,  it  won’t  be  because  diplomats  handed  it  to 
us  on  a  platter.  It  will  be  worked  for.  We  all  are  to  be  peace 
workers.  This  is  a  small  human  way  to  take  on  the  task.” 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


the  changes  be  more  disruptive  than 
worshipful. 

Another  workshop  leader  reminded  his 
audience— mostly  clergy— of  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  “re-membering”  the  body  of 
Christ  in  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion. 

Input,  feedback  given  on  hymnal 

The  final  afternoon  included  an  hour’s 
input  and  feedback  session  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  denomination’s  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee. 

Hymnal  Editor  Carlton  R.  Young  ap¬ 
pealed  to  fellowship  members  to  express 
their  feelings  about  what  should  or  should 
not  be  in  any  proposed  new  hymnal. 

To  help  offset  what  he  said  were  an 
average  of  "29  out  of  30  pieces  of  mail” 
admonishing  the  committee— sometimes 
in  harsh  words— not  to  change  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  hymns,  he  called  on  the  fellow¬ 
ship  to  express  “the  moderating  voice 
that  keeps  this  church  alive  and  well.” 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  had 
prepared  a  special  survey  form  for  fel¬ 
lowship  members,  asking  them  to  rate 
all  texts,  tunes  and  text/tune  “mar¬ 
riages”  in  the  entire  current  Book  of 
Hymns. 

Worship  services  during  the  convoca¬ 
tion  used  the  Book  of  Hymns,  the  official 
supplement  to  it  and  pieces  written  ex¬ 
pressly  for  this  convocation. 

The  fellowship  will  meet  in  1987  at 
Wake  Forest  University  in  Winston-Sa¬ 
lem,  N.C.,  and  in  1989  at  Claremont 
School  of  Theology  in  Claremont,  Calif. 
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SYRACUSE,  N.Y. — Three  special  aids  to  worship  are  evident  at  one  time 
in  this  service  during  the  biennial  convocation  of  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts.  The  Rev.  James  Carr  of  St. 
Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio  preaches  the  children’s 
sermon  while  Cherie  Byrnes  of  Syracuse  interprets  for  the  hearing  impaired. 
Behind  them  hangs  a  banner  by  Brydon  and  Beverly  V.  Shirk,  a  husband-wife 
team  of  professional  liturgical  artists. 


Colombia,  Ghana  church  leaders 
still  want  unofficial  missionaries 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Apparently  defying  wishes  of  many 
Methodist  officials  elsewhere,  leaders  of 
the  Methodist  churches  of  Ghana  and  Co¬ 
lombia  said  last  week  they  still  want  the 
missionaries  they  have  been  promised 
from  the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists  in  Atlanta. 

“We  are  autonomous;  we  can  relate  to 
whomever  we  want,”  the  acting  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Colombia  churches  said. 

The  head  of  the  Ghana  church  said: 
“What  is  the  point  of  turning  down  the 
missionaries?  I  needed  the  personnel,  and 
the  Mission  Society  came  to  my  aid.” 

Both  leaders  told  the  Reporter  they 
know  many  Methodist  officials  in  North 
and  Latin  America  are  trying  to  block 
the  unofficial  Mission  Society  (see  UMR, 
July  26). 

But  they  said  it  doesn’t  matter  to  them 
whether  the  United  Methodists  in  the 
Mission  Society  are  officially  recognized 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  long 
as  they  can  help  with  evangelism. 

Both  said  they  expect  two  missionaries 
apiece  to  arrive  from  the  Mission  Society 
very  soon. 

Ghanan  official  rejects  letter 

The  Rev.  Jacob  S.  A.  Stephens,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Ghana  in 
Africa,  said  he  rejected  the  assumptions 
of  a  June  letter  to  him  from  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

That  letter  said  he  would  “rupture  re¬ 
lations  and  do  violence”  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  by  accepting  mission 
help  from  any  group  other  than  Global 
Ministries. 

“I  sent  a  letter  back  this  week,”  Dr. 
Stephens  told  the  Reporter.  “I  said  my 
interest  is  not  to  rupture  relations  but  to 
evangelize  Ghana.” 

The  Ghana  church,  begun  by  British 
Methodists,  is  one  of  the  largest  Method¬ 
ist  denominations  in  the  world  with  some 
350,000  members. 

“I  said  in  the  letter  I  have  tried  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  many 
years,  asking  for  doctors,  teachers  and 
many  others,  and  it  didn’t  work,"  Dr. 
Stephens  said.  “So  now  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  comes  along  and  breaks  things  open. 

"I  ask  you,  if  Global  Ministries  can’t 
help  and  somebody  else  in  the  United 
States  can,  why  shouldn’t  we  take  it?  I 
don’t  see  any  reason  I  should  have  to  go 
through  a  bureaucratic  machine.  It 


doesn’t  seem  of  God  to  turn  down  help  in 
spreading  the  Gospel.” 

The  Global  Ministries  letter  pledged 
openness  to  receiving  mission  requests 
from  Ghana,  and  Dr.  Stephens  said  he 
would  continue  to  request  help  from  the 
board.  He  said  he  saw  no  conflict  in  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  both  the  official  and  the  un¬ 
official  agencies  working  side  by  side  in 
Ghana. 

Colombians  a  unique  group 

The  Colombian  Methodist  community 
is  a  tiny  one  in  unique  circumstances. 

The  Rev.  Louis  Correa,  head  of  the 
church  while  the  president  recuperates 
from  an  illness,  spoke  by  phone  last 
week  from  the  capital  city  of  Bogota. 

Mr.  Correa  said  Colombian  Methodists 
have  only  two  congregations  and  two 
“preaching  points”  with  about  170  "ac¬ 
tive,  baptized  adult  members”  and  60-to- 
70  children. 

Nearly  all  the  leaders  came  from  the 
Assemblies  of  God,  he  said. 

But  “around  70  percent  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  are  new  Christians  who  found  Christ 
in  the  Methodist  Church,”  he  said. 

The  church  organized  after  the  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  of  Cuba  came  to  Colombia 
in  1977  on  a  literacy  mission.  People  be¬ 
came  enthusiastic  about  Wesleyan  theol¬ 
ogy  and  the  breadth  of  support  that 
seemed  available  from  Methodists  in 
other  countries,  Mr.  Correa  said. 

Blocking  efforts  ‘won’t  sway’ 

Mr.  Correa  said  members  of  the  fledg¬ 
ling  Colombian  churches  don’t  feel  much 
in  common  with  most  official  Methodist 
organizations  with  which  they’ve  come 
in  contact. 

Thus,  he  said,  efforts  by  official 
groups  won’t  sway  the  Colombians  from 
receiving  Mission  Society  missionaries. 

He  said  several  Colombian  Methodists 
have  attended  meetings  conducted  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  CIE- 
MAL  (the  council  of  15  autonomous  Latin 
American  Methodist  denominations, 
which  doesn’t  include  the  Colombians). 

From  those  meetings,  the  Colombians 
have  formed  perceptions  of  the  two  or¬ 
ganizations  that  greatly  affect  their  de¬ 
cisions  about  missionary  relationships, 
Mr.  Correa  said. 

He  said  the  Colombians  perceive  that  the 
two  official  groups  mainly  work  with  social 
efforts,  economic  and  political  questions 
and  problems  of  church  connections.  "That 
just  isn’t  relevant  to  us,’’  he  said. 


The  Colombians  are  interested  almost 
exclusively  at  this  time  in  evangelism 
and  expanding  the  church,  and  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  appears  able  to  offer  the 
help  they  need  in  theological  training 
and  evangelism,  he  said. 

Right  to  choose  disputed 

The  right  of  the  Colombian  Methodists 
to  do  as  they  choose  is  not  universally 
backed  outside  Colombia. 

The  Reporter  has  learned  from  three 
Latin  American  bishops  that  they  regard 
the  Colombian  churches  as  a  CIEMAL  mis¬ 
sion. 

CIEMAL  was  involved  in  several  ways 
during  the  beginning  of  the  church,  but 
its  leaders  say  CIEMAL  has  not  recently 
offered  money  or  personnel.  That’s  be- 
cause  of  disagreements  among  the  Co¬ 
lombians  about  their  leadership. 

The  CIEMAL  position  has  been  that 
any  Methodist  mission  work  in  Latin 
America  must  be  done  under  CIEMAL’s 
coordination,  explained  Peggy  Billings, 
head  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
overseas  division. 

And  the  only  United  Methodists  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  CIEMAL  for  mission  work 
are  ones  provided  by  Global  Ministries. 
Brazilian  Bishop  Adriel  de  Souza  Mala 
told  the  Reporter  at  a  meeting  in  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Pa.,  last  month. 

The  bishop  said  that  position  is  based 
on  the  United  Methodist  1984  General 
Conference  action  stating  that  Global 
Ministries  is  the  denomination’s  sole  of¬ 
ficial  missionary-sending  agency. 

Ms.  Billings  acknowledged  that  the 
Colombia  churches  have  had  some  diffi¬ 
culties  involving  finances  in  their  rela¬ 
tions  with  CIEMAL.  “But  regardless  of 
what  happened,  that  doesn't  justify  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  the  United  States  (the 
Mission  Society)  seeing  Colombia  as 
their  mission  field,”  she  added. 

CIEMAL  gave  money  for  some  pre¬ 
fabricated  buildings  to  be  used  for  a 
small  school  and  for  sending  the  first  Co¬ 
lombia  Methodist  president  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  seminary  in  Monterrey,  Mexico. 

Late  last  year,  the  Colombians  had  a 
leadership  shakeup  that  resulted  in  the 
first  president  leaving  the  church. 

Mr  Carrea  said  the  president  was  ac¬ 
cused  of  moral  misconduct  including  fi¬ 
nancial  irregularity.  He  said  the  Colom¬ 
bian  leaders  hold  CIEMAL  responsible  for 
not  ensuring  that  the  money  CIEMAL 
provided  got  to  the  church. 
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Church  attitudes  help  suppress  reports  of  abuse 

NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in  a  - - - - - - - - -  -  *  «/ 


AUGUST  2,  1985 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  articles  on  family  violence— a 
problem  more  common,  even  among 
church  members,  than  most  Christians 
realize.  Subsequent  stories  will  offer  de¬ 
tails  on  abuse  of  spouses,  children  and 
the  elderly  and  tell  wbat  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  doing  in  response. 

By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

Beaten  spouses,  sexually  abused  chil¬ 
dren  and  neglected  elderly  parents  exist 
undetected  within  American  homes— 
even  within  Christian  homes. 

Because  the  violence  against  them  is 
undetected,  these  people,  estimated  in 
the  millions,  see  themselves  trapped 
within  their  own  families. 

Although  people  from  violent  fam¬ 
ilies— perpetrators  as  well  as  victims  of 
the  crimes— may  attend  Sunday  worship 
regularly  or  may  even  be  church  lead¬ 
ers.  the  victims’  need  to  cry  for  help  is 
muffled  by  the  fear  that  the  pastor  and 
congregation  will  reject,  condemn  or 
deny  their  problems. 

Along  with  members  of  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  United  Methodists  are  working 
to  help  local  churches  become  healing 
places  for  both  victims  and  for  perpetra¬ 
tors  of  family  violence. 

Understanding  needed 

“We  must  come  to  the  understanding 
that  church  families  are  not  immune  to 
family  violence,”  said  the  Rev.  Peggy 
Halsey,  staff  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  "Many  vic¬ 
tims  are  waiting  for  a  signal  that  their 
concerns  are  appropriate  ones  to  share 
with  the  church  community.” 

Ms.  Halsey  directs  the  mission  board’s 
Office  of  Ministries  with  Women  in  Crisis. 
The  five-year-old  program  helps  congre¬ 
gations  and  annual  conferences  under- 
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stand  women  in  crisis  and  develop  minis¬ 
tries  for  them. 

Crisis  situations  addressed  by  her  office 
range  from  divorce  to  loss  of  a  limb  and 
include  incarceration,  rape  and  prostitu¬ 
tion.  Ms.  Halsey  said  family  violence  is  a 
dominant  issue  handled  by  her  office. 

"Family  violence  is  more  common 
than  most  of  us  want  to  believe,”  she 
said.  "It  cuts  across  geographic,  eco¬ 
nomic,  racial,  gender  and  age  barriers 
and  occurs  in  an  alarming  number  of 
American  homes.” 

Ms.  Halsey  defined  violence  in  the 
home  as  physical  violence  (battering, 
child  abuse),  sexual  abuse  (marital  rape, 
incest),  psychological  abuse  (threats,  hu¬ 
miliation,  denigration,  isolation)  and  de¬ 
struction  of  property  and  pets  (usually 
belonging  to  the  victim). 

Violence  victimizes  vulnerable 

"Violent  acts  are  most  commonly  in¬ 


flicted  on  the  most  vulnerable:  women, 
children  and  the  elderly,”  Ms.  Halsey 
said.. 

“Statistics  from  the  private,  non-profit 
Center  for  Women  Policy  Studies  reveal 
that  every  year  at  least  1.8  million  wives 
are  beaten  by  their  husbands,  and  2,000 
children  die  as  a  result  of  abuse. 

"Some  15  million  Americans  alive  to¬ 
day  have  been  incest  victims  during 
their  childhoods.” 

Added  to  these  figures  is  the  estimate 
by  the  Center  for  the  Prevention  of  Sexu¬ 
al  and  Domestic  Violence  that  1  million 
elderly  people  are  abused  every  year  by 
people  supposed  to  be  their  primary  care 
givers,  usually  a  family  member. 

In  1982,  through  church  publications 
and  regional  offices,  Ms.  Halsey’s  office 
conducted  a  national  survey  among  United 
Methodist  lay  and  clergy  people  on  the 
crises  they  had  experienced.  More  than 
2,000  responses  were  received. 


Society  has  long  accepted  home  violence 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Murray  Straus,  a  longtime  researcher  in  family  violence, 
says  violence  in  the  home  has  a  long  history  and  many  causes. 

“Family  violence  has  been  an  epidemic  with  Americans  for 
centuries  because  it  is  a  part  of  our  historic  tradition  and  soci¬ 
etal  norms,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Straus  directs  the  Family  Research  Laboratory  at  the 
University  of  New  Hampshire  at  Durham.  He  has  studied 
family  behavior  for  15  years  and  has  written  several  books  on 
the  subject. 

“We  bring  people  up  in  ways  that  condition  them  to  accept 
physical  punishment,"  he  said. 

"For  example,  100  percent  of  the  parents  in  one  of  our  sur¬ 
veys  have  hit  their  3-year-old  children.  This  action  reinforces 
the  idea  that  those  who  love  you  hit  you.  And  it  provides  an  in¬ 
delible  link  between  love  and  violence.” 

Dr.  Straus  explained  that  a  link  exists  among  generations  of 
violent  people  because  violent  behavior  is  learned  within  the 
family. 

According  to  his  research,  many  people  who  grew  up  in 
homes  characterized  by  violence  in  turn  practice  violence  in 


their  adult  lives  and  pass  those  practices  on  to  their  children. 

Although  he  listed  stress  as  a  major  contributor  to  family 
violence.  Dr.  Straus  said  that  a  number  of  social  factors  also 
contributed  greatly.  A  profile  of  a  common  type  of  violent 
family  reflects  several  social  factors : 

•Age— Families  in  which  parents  are  under  age  30  are 
more  violent  statistically  for  every  form  of  violence  exam¬ 
ined. 

•Income— lowest  income  families  have  higher  rates  of 
family  violence. 

•Employment  status— Families  where  the  father  is  unem¬ 
ployed  or  employed  only  part-time  have  higher  rates  of  vio¬ 
lence. 

“Some  churches  have  gotten  involved  with  this  issue  in  re¬ 
cent  years  and  have  been  helpful,”  Dr.  Straus  said. 

“However,  other  churches  take  a  very  strong  stand  on  the 
belief  that  if  you  spare  the  rod,  you  spoil  the  child,  and  they 
try  to  beat  the  devil  out  of  their  children.’  But  being  a  parent 
doesn’t  always  mean  hitting.” 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Twenty-five  percent  of  respondents 
said  they  had  been  verbally  abused  by 
their  spouses.  Ten  percent  reported 
physical  abuse,  and  20  percent  said  they 
knew  a  family  member  or  close  friend 
who  had  been  abused  in  their  marriages. 

The  survey  also  indicated  that  one  of 
every  19  respondents  was  physically 
abused  as  a  child  and  that  one  in  14  was 
a  victim  of  incest. 

Church  plays  negative  role 

What  was  even  more  distressing  than 
the  statistics,  Ms.  Halsey  said,  were  the 
indications  of  negative  roles  played  by 
the  church. 

One  respondent  wrote:  “While  our 
children  were  still  small  and  I  was  being 
battered,  I  went  to  our  pastor  for  coun¬ 
seling.  I  realized  that  he  meant  well,  but 
he  laid  a  heavier  burden  of  guilt  on  me. 
His  advice  was  to  pray  harder,  have 
more  faith  and  be  grateful  for  my  six 
fine  children.” 

Ms.  Halsey  attributes  such  pastoral 
advice  to  family  violence  being  a  muted 
subject  in  many  churches. 

"We  have  not  heard  about  family  vio¬ 
lence  because  we  have  not  spoken  about 
it,”  she  said.  "Frequently,  clergy  ques¬ 
tioned  about  pastoral  contact  with  fam¬ 
ily  members  from  abusive  homes  will 
say,  ‘No  one  ever  comes  to  me  with  this 
problem.’ 

“He  or  she  then  draws  the  conclusion 
that  because  no  one  comes  forward  with 
the  problem,  the  problem  doesn’t  exist, 
and  therefore  the  church  need  not  con¬ 
cern  itself  with  ministry  to  violent  fam¬ 
ilies. 

“Yet  the  silence  is  not  an  indication  of 
the  absence  of  the  problem.  It  is  the  part 
of  the  systematic  denial  of  a  problem 
which  most  certainly  does  exist.” 

Victims  of  family  violence  are  pri¬ 
marily  women  and  girls,  Ms.  Halsay 
said.  Their  victimization  has  historically 
been  considered  insignificant  if  not  actu¬ 
ally  encouraged  or  condoned. 

“This  fact,  combined  with  society’s 
and  the  church's  tendency  to  blame  the 
victim,  has  kept  women  and  girls  silent 
about  the  abuse  they  have  suffered,"  she 
said. 

"This  persistent  silence  has  led  to 
painful  consequences  for  many.  Victims 
remain  isolated  in  their  suffering.  Pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  people  remain  oblivious  to 
their  members’  needs,  and  the  church 
continues  to  avoid  its  ministries  of  heal¬ 
ing,  prevention  and  advocacy.” 

Center  founded  in  response 

The  Rev.  Marie  Fortune,  a  United 
Church  of  Christ  minister,  first  noticed 
the  church’s  lack  of  involvement  in  fam¬ 
ily  violence  years  ago.  She  responded  by 
founding  the  Center  for  the  Prevention 
of  Dpmestic  Violence. 

In  the  eight  years  of  its  existence,  the 
Seattle-based  center  has  trained  more 


Victims  of  abuse  in  the  home— spouses,  children  and  the  elderly— live  un¬ 
detected  in  many  American  communities.  Abuse  can  take  three  forms:  phys¬ 
ical,  sexual  or  psychological. 


than  2,500  people  from  religious  commu¬ 
nities  nationwide  in  how  to  intervene  in 
violent  family  situations  and  how  to  di¬ 
rect  people  to  resources. 

"Family  violence  has  reached  epidem¬ 
ic  level  because  we  tolerate  it  attitudin- 
ally  and  religiously,”  Ms.  Fortune  said. 
"It  is  as  American  as  apple  pie  and  base¬ 
ball. 

"Don’t  pretend  these  things  don’t  hap¬ 
pen  to  good  Christian,  churchgoing  peo¬ 
ple.  Until  we  start  seeing  family  violence 
for  what  it  is  and  naming  it,  we  will  not  be 
able  to  address  it  for  what  it  is  —  sin.” 

Food  and  drink  play  a  role  in  family 
violence,  said  Jeanne  Deschner,  an  ac¬ 
tive  United  Methodist  laywoman,  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  social  work  at  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Arlington  and  au¬ 
thor  of  the  book  “The  Hitting  Habit.” 

“People  are  eating  and  drinking  their 
way  into  family  violence,”  she  said.  "In 
70  percent  of  violent  homes,  there  is 
someone  with  a  drinking  problem. 

“Medication  such  as  nasal  deconges¬ 
tant  also  makes  people  agitated,  and 
sugared  snacks  are  villains,  too.  At  least 
two  or  three  people  in  every  group  I’ve 
worked  with  admit  that  sugar  is  a  prob¬ 
lem  for  them.” 

That  problem— hypoglycemia  or  low 
sugar  count— makes  some  people  feel 
bad  or  violent  to  some  degree,  Dr. 
Deschner  said. 


“I  know  of  a  man  who  got  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  ate  a  pint  of  ice 
cream,”  she  said.  “After  eating  all  that, 
he  didn’t  feel  so  good,  so,  in  turn,  he  beat 
up  his  wife.” 

Dr.  Deschner  somewhat  facetiously 
added,  “The  body  is  a  temple  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  if  you  desecrate  the  temple, 
the  spirit  feels  grumpy." 

Bishop  Edsel  Ammons  (Ohio  West 
Area)  sees  a  high  potential  among  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  to  break  the  silence  that 
surrounds  family  violence. 

As  chairman  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Health  and  Welfare 
Department,  he  spoke  optimistically 
about  the  church’s  role  as  a  healing  re¬ 
source. 

"I  am  convinced  that  there  is  a  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  church  as  a  healing  com¬ 
munity,"  Bishop  Ammons  said.  “This 
resurrection  comes  as  we  re-evaluate 
the  church’s  development  of  small-group 
meetings  that  are  somewhat  like  the 
class  meetings  of  our  Methodist  past.  We 
have  lost  contact  with  that  and  are  feel¬ 
ing  regret. 

“I  believe  that  the  average  congrega¬ 
tion  is  interested  and  concerned  about 
family  violence,  but  I’m  not  sure  that 
they  are  willing  to  talk  about  it  and  take 
on  the  cause.  Yet  they  must  if  they  are 
going  to  be  a  Christian  community.” 


Good  news 


‘Evangelical’  caucus  gives  high  marks  to  Sunday-school  materials 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-A  review 
team  from  the  Good  News  caucus  has 
given  high  marks  to  recent  United  Meth¬ 
odist  curriculum  materials. 

The  citation  of  "encouraging”  results 
from  the  reviews  was  one  of  several 
signs  of  “good  news”  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  given  at  the  unofficial 
“evangelical"  caucus’s  annual  convoca¬ 
tion,  which  drew  1,200. 

The  denomination’s  materials,  despite 
some  problems  in  consistency,  are  stron¬ 
ger  biblically  and  theologically  than 
those  reviewed  six-to-eight  years  ago, 
said  the  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II, 
Good  News  chief  executive. 

“We  feel  that  the  leadership  of  the 
church  school  publishers  are  really 
expressing  a  desire  to  be  responsive  to  the 
whole  church,  including  the  evangelical 
constituency,”  he  said. 

The  survey  was  developed  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  curriculum  resources  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  nearly  60  reviewers 
were  suggested  by  Good  News  board 
members. 

More  ‘good  news'  cited 

In  a  speech  entitled  "The  good  news 
and  the  bad  news."  the  Rev.  Edmund 
Robb,  Good  News  board  member,  listed 
other  positive  signs: 

•  A  new  emphasis  on  evangelism  and 
church  growth  throughout  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

•  An  openness  in  seminaries  to  "evan¬ 
gelical"  views  and  the  appointment  of 


RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Securi¬ 
ty  and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's 
most  temperate  climates,  Northern  California 
LAKE  PARK  RETIREMENT  RESIDENCE  offers 
spacious  apartments,  comprehensive  health  care, 
delicious  meals,  security,  companionship  and 
much  more.  A  facility  of  California-Nevada  Meth¬ 
odist  Homes  For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette 
Speer,  Lake  Park,  1850  Alice  St.,  Dept.  MR,  Oak- 
land,  CA  94612  (415)835-5511. _ 
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several  “evangelical”  professors  recent¬ 
ly  to  seminary  posts.  That  is  in  contrast 
to  Dr.  Robb’s  critical  report  on  seminar¬ 
ies  given  to  Good  News  10  years  ago  that 
"caused  quite  a  stir”  and  helped  bring 
about  the  formation  of  A  Foundation  for 
Theological  Education. 

The  foundation  has  subsidized  training 
in  the  "finest  universities  in  the  U.S.  and 
abroad”  for  promising  young  scholars 
who  have  a  commitment  to  try  to  come 
back  to  United  Methodist  seminaries. 
Those  John  Wesley  Fellows  have  begun 
to  take  places  on  seminary  faculties 
(Yale,  Duke,  Asbury  and  Ashland,  Ohio, 
for  example). 

•The  emphasis  within  the  denomina¬ 
tion  on  spiritual  formation  and  small 
groups  and  particularly  the  work  of  the 
Upper  Room  (part  of  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship)  in  this  area. 

•A  revival  movement  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  across  America  and  the  world. 

“I  want  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  be  a  part  of  that  revival,"  Dr.  Robb 
said.  "Too  often  the  Holy  Spirit  is  work¬ 
ing  in  independent,  charismatic  churches 
that  aren’t  doing  anything  we  can’t  do. 
We  (‘Good  News’)  are  just  scriptural 
Christians  seeking  revival  in  our  church.” 

Dr.  Heidinger  announced  that  the  new 
four-color,  larger-page-size  format  of 
the  Good  News  magazine  had  been  well- 
received  and  that  the  board  had  ap¬ 
proved  increasing  frequency  from  six  to 
nine  issues  per  year. 

Evangelical  involvement  urged 

In  talking  about  the  denomination's 
“bad  news,”  Dr.  Robb  chastised  “evan¬ 
gelicals”  for  refusing  to  get  involved  in 
efforts  to  correct  problems. 

Non-involvement  is  one  of  the  “her¬ 
esies  of  evangelicals,”  he  said. 

Saying  that  some  have  shied  away 
from  the  “  ‘Good  News’  movement  be¬ 
cause  we  are  issue  oriented,”  Dr.  Robb 
pointed  out  the  need  for  the  evangelistic 
ministry  that  announces  the  good  news 
and  the  prophetic  ministry  that  speaks 
out  with  authority  to  the  world  and 
warns  of  God’s  judgment. 

He  said  he  was  concerned: 


•That  there  is  so  much  opposition 
from  church  leaders  to  an  alternate  mis¬ 
sion  society. 


•That  bishops  at  the  last  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  in  Seattle  embarrassed 
the  council  president  by  overruling  his 
appointment  of  representatives  to  the 
"sending  forth”  ceremony  of  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists. 

•  That  the  Council  of  Bishops  chose  to 
speak  against  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  (of  which  Dr.  Robb  is 
chairman)  regarding  the  April  16  inter¬ 
national  Conference  on  Religious  Liber¬ 
ty  (see  UMR,  April  26). 

•  That  the  special  nuclear  crisis  panel 
of  United  Methodist  bishops  in  Washing¬ 
ton  July  15-16  did  not  represent  all  views 
on  the  subject. 

•That  the  Rev.  James  Lawson,  who 
said  the  United  States  was  the  No.  1  ene¬ 
my  of  peace,  is  consultant  to  the  Council 
of  Bishops’  Nuclear  Crisis  Project. 

“I’m  afraid  the  bishops  of  our  church 
are  trying  to  run  the  world  but  at  the 
same  time  not  giving  leadership  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  Dr.  Robb 
said.  "An  ecclesiastical  office  does  not 
qualify  one  to  speak  on  every  conceiv¬ 
able  subject.” 

‘Gay'  concerns  told 
Dr.  Robb  called  attention  to  what  he 
said  is  a  gap  between  the  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  church  and  the  grass 
roots.  He  quoted  Bishop  Walter  Under¬ 
wood  (Louisiana  Area)  as  having  said 
that  at  the  two  council  meetings  he  had 
attended,  Bishop  Richard  Wilke’s  pre¬ 
sentation  at  the  May  meeting  was  about 
the  only  one  to  mention  the  local  church. 

“The  bishops  should  be  speaking  pro¬ 
phetically  to  the  church  and  evangelizing 
the  world  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,” 
Dr.  Robb  said. 


Dr.  Heidinger  said  the  Good  News 
board  in  its  meeting  just  before  the  con¬ 
vocation  expressed  appreciation  to  pas¬ 
tors  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  who  have  been  doing  what 
they  could  to  get  that  conference  to 
abide  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
legislation,  prohibiting  self-avowed, 
practicing  homosexuals  from  serving  as 
ministers. 

He  indicated  that  efforts  to  uphold 
that  legislation  are  not  an  antagonistic 
move  toward  homosexuals  but  have  been 
made  necessary  to  counteract  attempts 
to  legitimize  the  lifestyle. 

"Before  gay  rights,  I  didn’t  ask  people 
their  orientation  or  look  into  bedrooms 
to  see  what  was  happening,”  he  said. 

Attendance  at  the  convocation  was  the 
largest  in  six  years.  Three  continuing- 
education  events  enrolled  more  than  90 
pastors  and  laypeople. 

The  first  Good  News  Writers  Confer¬ 
ence,  run  in  conjunction  with  the  convo¬ 
cation,  enrolled  42  and  will  probably 
become  an  annual  event,  Dr.  Heidinger 
said. 

Good  News  will  come  out  with  two 
new  products  this  fall,  he  said. 

A  13-chapter  book  will  compile  arti¬ 
cles  run  over  the  last  two  years  in  Good 
News  magazine  on  Wesleyan  distinc- 
tives.  The  book  will  include  study  ques¬ 
tions  with  each  chapter. 

Volume  II  of  “Let  Your  Light  So 
Shine”  is  a  book  of  programs  and  devo¬ 
tions  for  evangelical  women.  It  is  meant 
to  be  used  as  a  supplementary  resource 
by  United  Methodist  Women  units. 

It  is  the  second  book,  Dr.  Heidinger 
said,  to  come  out  of  a  lengthy  history  of 
requests  for  an  alternate  study  for  wom¬ 
en  to  use  because  of  dissatisfaction  with 
Women’s  Division  program  material. 


the  church  today 

St.  Paul  seminary  names  worship  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 

Lovett  Weems  as  president  Dallas  beginning  Sept.l. 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (RNS)-The  Rev 
Lovett  Hayes  Weems,  Jr.,  has  been  elect¬ 
ed  president  of  St.  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy.  a  United  Methodist  seminary. 

Dr.  Weems,  38,  was  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Miss.,  before  becoming  vice-presi¬ 
dent  for  the  development  at  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Washington  in  1982. 

Dr.  Weems  assumed  the  St.  Paul  post 
Aug.  1,  succeeding  the  Rev.  William  K. 
McElvaney,  president  since  1973.  Dr. 
McElvaney  will  teach  preaching  and 


Videotaped  parables  discussion 
to  be  studied  by  UM  clergy 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  parable,  a 
popular  communications  technique  used 
by  Jesus  to  teach  moral  lessons,  will  be 
combined  with  modern  technology  this 
fall  for  a  series  of  continuing  education 
seminars  for  United  Methodist  clergy  in 
the  Western  United  States. 

The  clergy  will  meet  at  one  or' more 
locations  within  annual  conferences  Sept 
16.  30  and  Oct.  14,  28  to  share  via  satel¬ 
lite  in  discussions  related  to  the  parables 


UMC’s  ‘supreme  court’ 
faces  big  October  docket 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

TACOMA,  Wash.— The  longest  docket 
in  the  last  two  decades  will  confront  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  highest  court 
Oct.  23-26  during  its  semiannual  session. 

Fourteen  items  make  up  the  fall  dock¬ 
et.  Ten  of  those  issues  involve  provisions 
of  church  law  covering  ordained  cler¬ 
gy-appointments,  termination,  service 
on  annual  conference  boards  and  the 
“executive  session”  for  ministers  during 
each  annual  conference. 

Other  cases  deal  with  budgets,  the 
equalization  of  lay  and  clergy  members 
in  an  annual  conference  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  date  of  service  on  denominational 
agencies. 

Five  of  the  14  items  have  been  raised 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops.  Three  came 
from  the  West  Virginia  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Others  are  from  the  Alabama-West 


Florida,  Memphis,  Oregon-Idaho,  South 
Carolina  and  Southern  New  England 
conferences. 

Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond,  La.,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  church’s  nine-member  “su¬ 
preme  court,”  said  some  of  the  docket 
items  are  similar  enough  that  they  may 
be  combined  into  one  decision. 

During  most  Judicial  Council  sessions, 
dockets  consist  of  five  to  eight  items. 
Two  recent  meetings  have  been  canceled 
for  lack  of  cases. 

Besides  Mr.  Matheny,  other  council 
members  are  Florence  V.  Lucas,  Rose- 
dale,  N.Y.,  vice  president,  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Coffin,  Oklahoma  City;  the  Rev. 
Gene  E.  Sease,  Indianapolis;  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
bert  W.  Sweazy,  Lexington,  Ky.;  James 
M.  Dolliver,  Olympia,  Wash.;  Willard  H. 
Douglas  Jr.,  Richmond,  Va;  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  B.  Gundlach,  Springville,  N.Y. 
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otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

SOUTH  PACIFIC-ORIENT.  Sept.  23.  New  Zea¬ 
land,  Australia,  Singapore.  Bangkok,  Hong  Kong 
Brochure  available  Dr  Edward  Laux.  6247  An¬ 
napolis,  Dallas.  TX  75214  (214)368-7026 

GROUPS  OF  12  OR  MORE  Famous  great  passion 

play  package  includes  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  swim¬ 
ming  and  meals  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort, 
Eureka  Springs,  AR,  for  just  $20  each!  Call  (501) 
253-8418  today! 

GUERRILLAS  OF  GRACE  PRAYERS  for  the 
Battle  by  Ted  Loder,  senior  minister,  The  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Germantown,  PA.  Pray¬ 
ers  that  are  honest,  tough  and  grace-filled.  Useful 
in  liturgy  and  powerful  in  personal  reflection  and 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com- 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067 

AutumnView,  Suite  28.  San  Diego,  CA  92126  (619) 
578-1948. 

NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM  "Growing  with 
Today's  Children."  From  Family  Education  En- 

NET  RESULTS— A  monthly  newsletter  of  new 

ideas  in  evangelism  and  church  growth.  Write  for 
free  sample  copy  and  catalog  of  evangelism  mate¬ 
rials:  5001  Avenue  N.  Lubbock,  TX  79412 

Palm  Ave .  La  Mesa.  CA  92041  $10  text  and  guide. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  UNITED  METHODISTS, 
friends  and  families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation! 

COMPUTERIZE  YOUR  FINANCIAL  secretary. 

Fully  tested  program  listing  in  MBasic,  documen¬ 
tation,  instructions— $29.95.  Proven  on  churches 
from  100-1,000  members.  Genesee  Valley  UMC,  70 
Bailey  Road,  West  Henrietta,  NY  14586.  (716)  458- 
5927. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  7 
Whooping  Crane,  Rockport,  TX  78382 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

at  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe, 
LA.  1,300  members.  Salary  negotiable.  Position 
available  Immediately.  Send  resume  to  the  Rev 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  1901  Lexington,  Monroe.  LA 
71201. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  and  Pastoral  Care. 

In  one  of  nation's  most  attractive  and  rapidly 
growing  areas.  900-member  church.  30  hr/wk. 
Available  immediately.  Send  resume  to  or  contact 

Dr.  D  Clark  Thompson,  Port  St  Lucie  United 
Methodist  Church,  260  SW  Prima  Vista  Blvd.,  Port 

St.  Lucie.  FL  33452.  (305)  878-1155.  ! 

TRINITY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  1000 

W.  Woodward  Ave.,  Ruston,  LA  71270.  (318)  251- 
0750.  Part-time  organist  position  open  in  1,800- 
member  church.  Instruments  include  a 
3-manuaI/45-rank  Holtkamp,  Position  involves  2 
morning  services  and  evening  adult  choir  rehears¬ 
al.  Opportunities  for  teaching.  Salary  around 
$7,000 

ST.  JOHN'S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and  Young 
Adults.  1,500-member  church.  Salary  negotiable 
depending  on  education  and  experience.  Contact 
the  Rev  Joseph  Philbeck,  senior  pastor,  St.  John's 
United  Methodist  Church,  1800  Cypress  Gardens 
Road.  Winter  Haven,  FL  33880  \ 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 
Ministry  (organist  and  choir  director)  and  a  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  or  a  combination  of 
these  positions  for  700-member  church.  Moller  34- 
rank  pipe  organ;  4  choirs  and  2  bell  choirs.  Salary 
open  Send  resume  and  references  to  D  Keith 

TWO-MANUAL,  29-RANK  electropneumatic  pipe 
organ.  Rebuilt  1947  by  Estey  Organ  Co.,  adding  Es- 
tey  console  to  Steere  and  Sons  pipework  Currently 
in  use  Buyer  to  remove  by  9-15-85  $10,000  or  best 
offer  First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690  Palm 
Ave  .  La  Mesa.  CA  92041  Telephone  (619)  466-4163 

Box  1417.  Bluefield.  WV  24701  j 

YOUTH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  vigorous  youth  ministry  Applicants 
should  be  experienced  in  youth  and'  music  minis¬ 
try.  Send  resume  to  Webster  Hills  UMC,  Scott 
Pool,  219  Portland  Terrace,  Webster  Groves.  MO 
63119 

LARGE  HOUSE  FOR  SALE.  First  tier  on  Lake 
Pomme  de  Terre.  125  miles  south  of  K.C.,  MO.  Ide¬ 
al  for  groups  or  individual  Owner  finance 

20,  1985.  10-day  deluxe  biblical  tour  for  only 
$1,299  Rev  Roberta  L  Williams,  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  9  N  Main  St.,  Mansfield,  MA 
02048  (617)  339-3560  Write  for  brochure.  Arrange¬ 
ments  by  Travelink  Tours,  International. 

PART-TIME  POSITION  AS  DIRECTOR  of  music/ 
organist.  One  or  two  persons  needed.  Nashville- 
area  church.  1.200  members  Send  resume  to  Rev 
Adams,  2846  Lebanon  Road.  Nashville.  TN  37214 
Phone  (615)  883-2321  Salary  negotiable 
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Mission  Fairs 
Need  Your  Help 

The  Volunteers  In  Mission  Program,  Louisiana  Conference,  is 
planning  two  "Mission  Fairs,”  one  for  November  2nd  at  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston,  and  the  other  for  November  9th  at  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge.  Those  in  churches  throughout  the  Conference  who 
have  taken  work  groups  to  various  mission  projects  are  invited 
to  have  a  booth  in  both  of  the  "Mission  Fairs.”  If  interested, 
please  contact  Rev.  James  Poole,  Coordinator  of  V  I. M.  in  Loui¬ 
siana,  411  Second  St.,  Natchitoches,  LA  71457. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


To  some  this  column  may  appear 
irreverent,  to  others  irrelevant  —  but 
I  found  some  food  for  though  in  it. 

Invocation 

God,  in  the  game  of  Life,  you  know 
that  though  most  of  us  are  duffers,  we 
all  aspire  to  be  champions  with  many 
birdies  or  eagles.  Help  us,  we  pray,  to 
be  grateful  for  the  course,  including 
both  the  fairways  and  the  rough. 
Thank  you  for  those  who  have  made  it 
possible  for  us  to  tee  off.  Thank  you 
for  the  thrill  of  a  solid  soaring  drive; 
the  challenge  of  the  dogleg;  the  trail 
of  the  trap;  the  discipline  of  the  water 
hazard;  the  beauty  pof  a  cloudless 
sky;  and  the  exquisite  misery  of  rain 
and  cold.  Thank  you,  0  God,  for  the 
Master,  our  Pro,  who  shows  us  how  to 
get  the  right  grip  on  life;  to  slow  down 
in  our  backswing:  to  correct  our  crazy 


hooks 

down  in  humility;  and,  to  follow 
through  in  self-control.  May  he  teach 
us  also,  to  be  good  sports  who  will  ac¬ 
cept  the  rub  of  the  green;  the  penalty 
for  being  out  of  bounds;  the  reality  of 
lost  balls;  the  relevancy  of  par,  the 
dangers  of  the  19th  hole.  And  Lord, 
when  our  last  putt  has  dropped  into 
the  cup  of  the  last  open;  the  light  of 
our  last  day  has  faded  into  the  dark¬ 
ness  of  death;  though  our  trophies  be 
few,  our  handicaps  still  too  high  and 
the  hole-in-one  still  only  a  dream, 
may  we  be  able  to  turn  in  to  You,  our 
Tournament  Director,  at  the  great 
clubhouse,  an  honest  scorecard.  In  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  we  pray. 


EMLC  Informer 


“Funding  Criteria  For  EMLC  Pro¬ 
posals  through  The  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.” 

The  following  criteria  shall  govern  the 
funding  of  all  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  and  Minority  In-Service  Training 
proposals.  All  EMLC  Programs  shall: 

1.  be  related  to  one  or  more  of  the 
functions  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  and  shall  be  account¬ 
able  to  the  proper  unit  related  to  BHEM. 

2.  include  ethnic  minority  persons  in 
the  planning,  leadership  decision  making 
and  evaluations  at  all  levels  of  programs 
funded. 

3.  show  evidence  of  long-range  plan¬ 
ning,  goal  setting  and  prioritizing. 

4.  include  a  clear  plan  for  achieving 
objective^)  with  realistic  time  lines. 

5.  clearly  demonstrate  a  need  for  the 
program. 

6.  meet  EMLC  objectives  as  indicated 
in  the  appropriate  documents. 


7.  be  subject  to  consultation  and  re¬ 
viewed  by  division  staff  before  being 
submitted  to  the  Ethnic  Minority  Con¬ 
cerns  Committee. 

8.  include  a  budget  of  expenses  and 
anticipated  Income. 

9.  consider  funds  as  seed  and  support 
money  for  new  programs  rather  than  as 
permanent  funding. 

10.  be  endorsed  by  persons  represent¬ 
ing  an  appropriate  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  connectional  system. 

Purpose:  The  board  exists,  within  the 
expression  of  the  total  mission  of  the 
Church,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  pre¬ 
paring  and  assisting  persons  to  fulfill 
their  ministry  in  Christ  in  the  several 
special  ministries,  ordained  and  diaco- 
nal;  and  to  provide  general  oversight  and 
care  for  institutions  of  higher  education, 
including  schools,  colleges,  universities, 
and  theological  seminaries.  (Provided 
by:  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  CCOM  staff) 


Persons  Churches  And  Events 


Benton  UMC  Vacation  Bible  School 
was  recently  held  on  August  5-9  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Barbara  Colvin. 
Dr.  Charles  Roper  is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Oak  Park  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  held 
its  Vacation  Bible  School  July  15-19. 
One  hundred-twehty  seven  members 
gathered  in  Bible  Study  and  activities 
following  the  theme,  “In  the  Foot¬ 
steps  of  Jesus.”  The  Rev.  Bob  Bengt- 
son  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  youth  of  Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
New  Orleans,  recently  returned  from 
their  summer  trip  to  Chattanooga, 
Gatlinburg,  Bryson  City,  Nashville 
and  Mammoth  Cave.  Adult  attendants 
were  Michall  Wheelis  and  Chuck  Dud¬ 
ley. 

•  •  * 

The  annual  Ladies’  Day  Luncheon 
of  FUMC,  Mansfield  will  be  August 
14.  A  special  dinner  and  program  will 
be  scheduled  among  the  evening's 
events. 

•  •  • 

July  was  Visitation  Month  at  Noel 
UMC,  Shreveport.  Each  family  of  the 
church  received  a  friendly  visit  from 
another  member.  Informational  bro¬ 
chures  about  the  programs  and  minis¬ 
try  of  the  church  and  staff  were 
distributed.  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
is  pastor. 
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The  Roanoke  UMC  held  their  annu¬ 
al  Vacation  Bible  School  event  on 
July  1-5  with  the  theme,  “Footsteps  of 
Jesus.”  The  average  daily  attendance 
was  75.  The  Bible  School  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  5th  Sunday  singing  with 
the  Poe  family  from  Westlake,  La.  as 
featured  entertainers. 

*  *  * 

Members  and  friends  of  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC  recently  welcomed 
their  pastor,  Rev.  George  W.  Calvin, 
as  he  returned  to  serve  his  congrega¬ 
tion  and  the  Metro  Scotlandville  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  Community  for  the 
seventeenth  year. 

•  *  * 

Louisiana  Memorial  and  Port 
Barre  UMC's  participated  in  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School  from  July  29-August 
2.  Classes  were  scheduled  for  all  aged 
children  through  the  6th  grade. 

*  *  * 

Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital,  New 
Orleans,  is  sponsoring  an  Infant  CPR 
class  for  the  parents  of  newborns  on 
Thursday,  August  15th  at  7:00  p.m. 
The  class  is  designed  to  teach  parents 
how  to  save  a  life. 

•  •  * 

Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  now 
has  “Prayer  Request  Cards,”  on  the 
end  of  each  pew  in  the  sanctuary. 
Special  requests  are  put  in  the  offer¬ 
ing  plate  or  mailed  to  the  church  of¬ 
fice. 

University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  had 
80  children  to  attend  their  recent  Va¬ 
cation  Church  School  Session.  Excit¬ 
ing  activities  included  a  visit  from 
some  special  clowns,  a  helium  bal¬ 
loon  launch,  crafts  and  many  lessons 
on  the  power  of  love. 

•  •  * 

Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur, 
held  Vacation  Church  School  on  July 
22-26.  This  year’s  theme  was  “Living 
Together  in  Peace.” 

•  •  • 

The  youth  of  FUMC,  Many  recently 
sponsored  a  chicken  and  dressing  din¬ 
ner  in  the  church  fellowship  hall.  The 
funds  collected  from  the  dinner  went 
to  the  youth  for  their  church  activi¬ 
ties. 


Advance  Giving  Does  It  All 


Missionaries  Supported  By  The  Louisiana  Conference 


vance  represents  priority  needs  as  deter- 
.  rained  by  those  closely  involved  in  the 
project.  Each  project  has  a  specific  dol¬ 
lar  amount.  The  freedom  the  Advance 


churches  regarc 
situation  or  size. 
Advance  Givi j 


Mrs.  Carlos  Welch 


Ms.  Doretha  Brown 

Ms.  Doretha  Brown  is  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  in  Liberia,  Africa, 
where  she  serves  in  Monrovia  as  director 
of  a  hostel  for  young  people.  Born  in 
Ivanhoe,  Louisiana,  Ms.  Brown  graduat¬ 
ed  from  Dillard  University  and  did  grad- 
uate  work  at  Scarritt  College  in 
Nashville.  Before  going  to  Liberia,  she 
taught  junior  high  students  at  Sager 
Brown  School  in  Baldwin,  Louisiana. 


Rev.  and 

Carlos  and  Saroj  serve  as  coordinators 
of  the  Personnel  Development  Program 
in  Delhi,  India.  They  provide  coordina¬ 
tion  of  programs  which  are  for  personal, 
professional,  spiritual  and  physical  de¬ 
velopment  of  pastors  and  deaconesses  of 
the  Conference  and  for  the  staffs  of 
schools,  colleges  and  hospitals.  Born  in 
Kapadwanj,  Gujarat,  India,  Saroj  re- 


C.  Stanley  Maughlin 
A  former  lay  missionary  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Mr.  C. 
Stanley  Maughlin  spent  twenty  years  in 
Zaire,  where  he  cofounded  a  technical 
high  school.  Presently,  he  is  serving  as 
an  industrial  education  teacher  at  Red- 
bird  Mission,  Beverly,  Kentucky.  Joanne, 
his  wife,  also  works  at  Redbird  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference  as  a  Coordinator  of  Pro¬ 
grams. 


Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 

An  elder  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
Rev.  Hammond  is  a  professor  in  the 
Gbanga  School  of  Theology  in  Liberia. 
Her  responsibilities  include  counseling  of 
students  in  personal  and  educational 
problems.  Rev.  Hammond  received  her 
bachelor’s  degree  in  1976,  after  which 
she  did  her  seminary  training  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 


ceived  her  undergraduate  training  from 
Sanger  University  in  India,  and  her  grad¬ 
uate  work  was  done  at  Northwestern 
University  in  Chicago.  Rev.  Welch  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  at  Northwestern 
State  University,  Natchitoches,  Garrett 
Theology  Seminary  and  Northwestern 
University. 


Lawrence  Lauber 

Lawrence  Lauber  was  born  and 
reared  in  Kansas  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Wichita  State  University.  He 
came  to  McCurdy  in  1966,  where  he  has 
taught  English,  social  studies  and  reli¬ 
gion.  Larry  is  a  commissioned  Home 
Missionary  and  a  Diaconal  Minister. 
Sharon,  his  wife,  is  a  native  of  northern 
Illinois  and  is  also  a  teacher  at  McCurdy 
School,  where  she  has  taught  elementary 
and  high  school  music  and  served  as  li¬ 
brarian. 


It  has  been  said  that  the  Advance  is 
the  “biggest  little  bargain”  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  In  other  words,  for 
the  smallest  amount  of  money,  a  great 
amount  of  work  can  be  accomplished. 
For  more  than  35  years  the  Advance  has 
been  the  channel  of  second-mile  giving, 
after  world  service,  for  the  mission  out¬ 
reach  of  our  denomination.  The  Advance 
has  provided  a  channel  for  meeting  the 
needs  of  people  throughout  the  world.  It 
has  stood  the  test  of  changing  times  and 
changing  emphasis  in  the  Church. 

The  Advance  was  launched  during  the 
years  immediately  following  World  War 
n,  and  it  has  always  stood  for  caring, 
healing,  partnership  and  ministry.  Over 
the  past  three  decades,  the  Advance  has 
been  engaging  church  members  in  mis¬ 
sion  as  plans  are  formed  and  hopes  be¬ 
come  reality.  All  participants  share: 
those  who  plan,  those  who  give,  those 
who  pray  and  work  to  make  these  Chris¬ 
tian  hopes  real.  Participation  in  the  Ad¬ 
vance  is  a  commitment  of  faith  for  the 
human  community. 

Five  factors  go  to  make  Advance  giv¬ 
ing  ideal  for  United  Methodists. 

1.  The  Advance  is  the  official  channel 
for  designated  giving  by  United  Method¬ 
ists.  For  the  many  who  want  to  designate 
and  personalize  their  gift  and  decide 
where  and  for  what  it  will  go,  the 
Advance  is  ideal. 

2.  The  Advance  is  second-mile  giving. 
The  basic  channel  for  benevolence  is 
World  Service.  After  the  church  has 
made  provision  for  this  fund,  the  door  is 
wide  open  for  going  the  second  mile  for 
The  Advance. 

3.  The  Advance  is  the  growing  room 
for  benevolences  in  our  church.  There  is 

no  apportionment.  The  Ad- 


Advance 

provides  is  one  secret  of  its  continued 
growth. 

4.  The  Advance  is  100%  giving.  Your 
entire  gift  goes  where  you  designate  it. 
Nothing  is  taken  out  for  administration 
or  promotion.  Low  costs  of  the  Advance 
are  paid  from  other  funds. 

5.  The  Advance  makes  disciples  in 
partnership.  Those  who  give  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  are  linked  in  Christian  love  with 
those  who  receive  one’s  gifts  and  use 
them  for  Christ’s  own  work.  Though  dol¬ 
lars  may  flow  mainly  in  one  direction, 
all  receive  and  give;  all  are  in  mission 
together.  Often  times  letters,  prayers, 
gifts  of  love,  many  things  like  this  are 
exchanged  between  the  giver  and  the 
project. 

United  Methodists  throughout  the 
years  have  given  as  much  as  25  million 
dollars  a  year  to  this  program.  In  1984, 
the  Louisiana  Conference  gave  $382,905 
to  General  and  Conference  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials.  Throughout  the  years,  many,  many 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
have  found  that  Advance  giving  is  an  ex¬ 
citing  way  to  participate  in  the  Mission 
Program  of  Methodism.  Many  churches 
have  been  supporting  specific  projects 
over  the  years  in  far  away  Africa  and 
South  America  or  even  closer  to  home 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Continental 
United  States. 

Presently  there  are  ten  missionaries 
assigned  to  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Miss  Doretha  Brown  serves  in  Liberia; 
Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond,  Liberia;  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Hunt,  Malaysia;  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Carlos  Welch,  India;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Lauber,  Espanola,  New 
Mexico;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  Maughlin, 
Redbird,  Kentucky.  Additional  support  is 
needed  for  each  of  these  persons  as  they 
serve  in  these  various  capacities.  The 
amounts  needed  as  of  July  1  range  from 
$7,500  needed  for  Miss  Brown,  to  $74,000 
needed  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  Maugh¬ 
lin.  Presently  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  a  new  plan  whereby 
missionaries  and  congregations  can  join 
together  through  the  Advance  Program. 
This  new  emphasis  called,  “Covenant 
Relationship,”  goes  far  beyond  merely  a 
financial  one. 

To  be  involved  in  the  work  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  and  to  have  that  missionary  in¬ 
volved  in  the  mission  of  the  church  is  a 
mutual  relationship  called,  “Covenant.” 
A  missionary’s  covenant  responsibility  is 
to  share  with  the  congregation  fresh  and 
new  experiences.  This  may  occur  during 
the  exchange  of  letters  or  articles  and 
certainly  a  visit  to  the  local  church  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  of  time  that  the  mission¬ 
ary  is  on  furlough  in  the  United  States. 
Just  as  the  congregation  is  concerned 
about  the  missionary  as  a  person,  the 
missionary,  in  sharing  field  experiences, 
can  witness  to  the  importance  of  mission 
and  call  the  church  to  a  deeper  partici¬ 
pation  in  mission  in  the  local  community 
and  the  church. 

A  local  church,  by  agreeing  to  give  a 
minimum  of  $3.00  per  member  or  $1,000 
annually  toward  a  missionary  couple  or 
individual,  will  be  added  to  the  list  of 
participating  churches  and  become  a 
part  of  this  new  program  entitled,  “Cov¬ 
enant  Relationship.’’  This  amount  is 
within  the  reach  of  all  persons  and 
of  their  economic 

Giving  to  the  world  division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  enables 
churches  to  work  together  in  approxi¬ 
mately  70  countries  and  supports  more 
than  1,000  persons  in  mission  and  relates 
to  other  persons  and  to  many  projects  in 
evangelism,  training  for  church  leader¬ 
ship,  education,  agriculture,  church  ex¬ 
tension,  and  scholarships.  Through  the 
National  Division,  Advance  Giving  en¬ 
ables  churches  to  be  involved  in  projects 
throughout  the  50  states,  Puerto  Rico 
and  the  Virgin  Islands.  Many  of  these 
projects  give  churches  opportunities  to 
work  together  in  church  construction, 
leadership  development,  community  and 
congregation  outreach,  support  for  na¬ 
tional  missions  personnel,  child  and 
youth  programs  in  economic  develop¬ 
ment.  Whether  it’s  a  missionary  doctor 
at  a  hospital  in  India,  or  a  Hispanic  con¬ 
gregation  starting  a  day  care  center  in  a 
Texas  community,  or  an  Ohio  church  re¬ 
settling  a  destitute  refugee  family  — 
through  the  Advance  program,  individ¬ 
uals  and  churches  can  find  almost  any 
kind  of  project  that  interests  them. 

Churches  desiring  more  information 
about  the  "Covenant  Relationship”  or 
about  the  Advance  program  in  general 
may  do  so  by  calling  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York  at  (214)  870-3792 
or  by  contacting  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  office  at  (504)  346-1646  in 
Baton  Rouge.  The  Advance  believes  in 
the  miracle  of  the  loaves  and  fishes;  no 
matter  what  your  gift,  it  will  be  multi¬ 
plied.  Do  not  worry  about  the  size  of 
your  gift,  for  no  gift  is  too  small. 


School  of  Christian  Mission  A  Success 


The  School  of  Christian  Mission  for  the 
United  Methodist  Women  was  held  on 
the  Centenary  College  campus  in  July 
and  over  three  hundred  persons  attended 
one  of  the  two  schools.  The  theme  was 
“Creating  a  Future  with  Justice”  and 
Lottie  Palazzo  served  as  Dean  with  Ola 
Fisher,  Assistant  Dean.  The  very  capa¬ 
ble  faculty  led  the  group  throughout  the 
week. 

Music  was  led  by  Betty  Ferrington 
and  Alice  Story  with  morning  devotions 
by  Ella  Mae  Custer.  The  nurses  for  the 
two  schools  were  Eula  Wyatt  and  Mary 
Plants. 

Twenty  four  people  attended  on  Es¬ 
telle  Dameron  Scholarships.  These  are 
made  possible  each  year  by  a  fund  from 
the  local  units  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Dameron. 
Offerings,  contributed  at  both  schools  in 
the  amount  of  $1,670.00  will  be  sent  to 
the  Four  Corners  Native  American  Min¬ 


istry  in  Shiprock,  New  Mexico. 

A  fellowship  night,  led  by  Johnnye 
Butler  was  held  at  each  school  with 
many  attending  in  Indian  dress.  Audio¬ 
visuals  were  shown  by  Taylor  Phillips 
and  Dorothy  Abraham.  The  Learning 
Center  was  under  the  direction  of  Jane 
Scott  and  local  arrangements  were 
made  by  Patty  Lindsey  and  Linda  Shep¬ 
herd.  Program  Resources  were  present¬ 
ed  by  Lueburda  Myers;  Pat  Cobb  served 
as  Registrar;  Judith  Rountree  as  Trea¬ 
surer;  Virginia  Aswell  served  as  Hous¬ 
ing  Chairperson  and  Evelyn  Evans  was 
Secretary.  In  the  absence  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  Nell  Read,  Norma  Winegeart 
presided^ 

The  schools  were  each  concluded  with 
a  very  meaningful  service  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  entitled  “Hear  the  Creator’s 
Song”  and  led  by  Rev.  Annette  Sowell.  A 
volunteer  choir  sang. 


Fellowship  night. 


Faculty  of  School. 


Portion  of  School. 


Class  on  “The  Native  People  of  North 
America.” 


Ef/l'f  Or»«/x»xs^^ 

We  must  heal  our  Vietnam  wounds 

A  recently  released  Columbia  Univer-  who  had  gone  through  similar  events. 


sity  study  makes  clear  that  the  Vietnam 
War  has  left  unhealed  wounds  in  Ameri¬ 
can  society. 

We  United  Methodists  should  start  ful¬ 
filling  our  mandate  as  Christians  to  try 
to  heal  those  wounds. 

The  1 ‘A -year  study  found  that  veter¬ 
ans  of  heavy  combat  in  Vietnam  had 
higher  divorce  rates  and  suffered  more 
unhappiness  than  their  non-combat  coun¬ 
terparts. 

Further,  veterans  who  saw  combat  in 
Vietnam  generally  earned  $3,000  less  a 
year  than  troops  with  the  same  educa¬ 
tion  who  served  elsewhere  between  Aug. 
4,  1964,  and  May  8,  1975.  That’s  the 
“Vietnam  era.” 

The  study  attributed  these  problems  to 
a  “spillover  of  stress  effects  onto  the 
normal  functioning  of  everyday  lives." 

The  findings  seem  to  support  reports 
from  the  Veterans  Administration.  Offi¬ 
cials  there  say  they  are  counseling  about 
300,000  Vietnam-era  veterans  a  year. 
Most  problems  dealing  with  work  or 
family  relationships  result  from  “post 
traumatic  stress  syndrome." 

Health-care  professionals  working 
with  combat  veterans  say  the  nature  of 
the  Southeast  Asian  conflict  plus  public 
reaction  to  it,  including  that  by  many 
church  members  and  religious  groups, 
seem  to  have  compounded  the  adjust¬ 
ment  problems. 

Unlike  previous  combat  veterans,  of 
the  2. 3-million  troops  who  served  in 
South  Vietnam  many  made  abrupt  tran¬ 
sitions  from  a  battle  zone  to  a  nation  at 
peace.  They  had  no  time  to  “talk  out" 
their  wartime  experience  with  others 

Welcome  to  readers 
of  new  Houston  edition 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  700  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  St.  Philip’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Houston,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


Vietnam-era  veterans  on  average 
were  19  years  old.  Thus  they  were  not  as 
mature  as  their  World  War  II  counter¬ 
parts,  whose  average  age  was  26.  And 
Vietnam  veterans  fought  in  a  war  they 
didn’t  always  understand  and  the  public 
increasingly  didn’t  support. 

Once  they  got  home,  Vietnam  veterans 
often  faced  resentment.  They  had  to  sup¬ 
press  their  resulting  frustrations— and 
sometimes  feelings  of  guilt  about  their 
participation  in  the  war.  That  led  to  lat¬ 
er  behavior  problems  that  even  some 
veterans  of  other  conflicts  had  difficulty 
understanding. 

We  United  Methodists  have  done  little 
to  reconcile  the  8.9-million  Vietnam-era 
veterans  to  ourselves  or  society. 

Our  church  has  shown  commendable 
concern  for  those  who  experienced  the 
trauma  of  resisting  military  service  in 
what  they  considered  an  unjust  war.  But 
we  typically  have  shown  little  formal 
compassion  for  those  who  experienced 
the  trauma  of  obedient  service. 

The  1984  Book  of  Resolutions,  the  col¬ 
lection  of  denominational  positions  on 
current  issues,  carries  forward  a  call, 
adopted  by  the  1976  General  Conference, 
for  reconciliation  and  reconstruction  in 
Indochina.  That  plea  and  subsequent  ac¬ 
tions  for  reconciliation,  however,  have 
considered  only  Southeast  Asians. 

Somehow  in  our  advocacy  for  peace 
during  the  Vietnam  era  and  our  eager¬ 
ness  to  put  the  memories  behind  us  in  the 
years  since,  we  did  not  develop  an  ap¬ 
propriate  expression  of  compassion  for 
the  veterans  who  served  in  Indochina. 

Now,  10  years  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  that  situation  must  change.  It 
is  high  time  we  identify  those  Vietnam- 
era  veterans  within  our  churches  and 
communities.  We  should  respond  to  their 
needs  and  concerns,  particularly  their 
need  for  forgiveness  for  any  real  or 
imagined  guilt. 

Even  if  we  opposed  the  war  they 
fought,  we  should  let  veterans  know  we 
recognize  and  appreciate  the  sacrifices 
they  have  made.  As  Christians  we  must 
always  separate  our  feelings  toward 
events  and  people  involved  in  them. 

We  might  even  consider  following  the 
example  of  New  Mexico  Roman  Catholic 
churches.  They  observed  statewide  ser¬ 
vices  of  reconciliation  for  Vietnam  vet¬ 
erans  July  4. 

As  United  Methodists  we  should  do  all 
in  our  power  to  make  Vietnam  veterans 
feel  welcome  in  our  fellowship.  As  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  Christ’s  healing  love,  we 
should  forever  expand  our  concern  about 
war  to  all  victims  of  all  wars. 


..that  £)od 
and  you 
together 
can  Itandle 
any  bad  news/ 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Resolutions  deserve  more  care 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  we  had  a  set  of  procedures  and 
guidelines  so  that  James  A.  Simpson’s 
July  19  article  on  resolutions  might  be  as 
real  as  it  is  inspiring. 

Unfortunately,  too  often  what  I  have 
experienced  in  annual  conference  ses¬ 
sions  is  something  different.  Often  reso¬ 
lutions  are  pushed  back  until  the  last 
day.  While  time  is  limited  and  delegates 
are  weary,  someone  makes  a  motion  to 
limit  the  time  and  the  number  of  speak¬ 
ers  on  both  sides. 

Then  enormously  complex  social,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  moral  issues  are  debated 
“three  for”  and  “three  against."  A  vote 
is  then  taken,  but  on  what  basis?  Cer¬ 
tainly  not  on  the  basis  of  the  limited, 


My  Witness 


Ministry  of  children  leads 
to  a  new  spirit,  perspective 


By  MARGIE  MORRIS 

As  we  sang  the  benediction,  we 
clasped  hands  and  exchanged  warm 
smiles  with  others  in  the  congregation. 

This  morning’s  worship  left  no  one  un¬ 
touched.  During  the  hour,  we  explored 
our  relationships! 
with  each  other  and! 
the  world.  We  sensed  | 
new  possibilities 
ourselves.  We  felt| 
the  hope  of  renewal. 

We  acknowledged  | 
our  tasks  as  commit¬ 
ted  Christians.  We’ 
shared  spontaneous  Margie  Morris 
affirmations.  Our  voices  celebrated  the 
currently  popular  song,  “We  are  the 
World.” 

We  were  joined  in  love  and  prayer. 
How  renewed  and  enthusiastic  we  felt! 
Indeed,  we  had  experienced  worship  in  a 
very  unique  and  meaningful  way. 

A  powerful  spiritual  force  had  been 
activated!  The  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
grade  Sunday-school  classes  at  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Sherman, 
Texas,  had  given  us  a  remarkable  gift — 
themselves. 

Working  under  the  guidance  of  our 
minister  and  their  team  teachers,  class 
members  drew  from  their  own  experi¬ 
ences  and  their  own  concept  of  theology 
to  develop  a  service  so  powerful  God’s 
presence  was  persistently  evident. 

The  morning  was  an  investment  in  the 
abilities  of  9-,  10-  and  11-year-old  children 
to  prepare  and  lead  adults  in  worship. 


Some  served  as  greeters.  Others  read 
the  liturgy  aloud.  Some  played  host  to 
the  children’s  time,  and  others  collected 
the  offering.  Scripture  was  youthfully 
transformed. 

Precariously  clinging  to  my  compo¬ 
sure,  I  accepted  Communion  from  my 
10-year-old  son.  It  was  an  experience  I 
will  never  forget. 

The  entire  service  clearly  illustrated 
“the  ministry  of  the  child”— an  often 
overlooked  phenomenon.  Yet  when  we 
offer  children  the  opportunity  and  pro¬ 
vide  the  support,  their  capabilities  nur¬ 
ture  our  spirits  and  lead  us  to  fresh 
perspectives. 

There  are  many  ways  to  include  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  life  of  the  church.  We  strive 
to  provide  quality  Christian  experiences 
for  them.  And  that  is  good. 

But  let  us  not  neglect  the  abundance 
they  too  can  provide  the  church.  I  en¬ 
courage  others  to  look  for  ways  to  give 
children— not  the  chance  to  perform— 
but  the  opportunity  to  succeed  in  a  min¬ 
istry  of  their  own  making. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Margie 
Morris,  is  a  member  of  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church,  Sherman,  Texas 
(North  Texas  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two-typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


sketchy  debate.  Not  too  probably  on  the 
Bible,  which  is  not  quoted  that  often. 

One  concludes  that  too  often  the  vote 
comes  on  the  basis  of  what  prejudices 
people  bring  into  the  conference.  Is  that 
"announcing  the  vision  of  God’s  will”? 
Or  is  that  bordering  on  meaningless¬ 
ness? 

There  must  be  a  better  way  of  han¬ 
dling  resolutions  so  that  they  really 
mean  something  and  do  not  become 
cranked-out  proclamations  that  merely 
drive  thinking,  good  people  from  our 
church.  Do  your  readers  have  sugges- 
Uons?  Dwight  Sullivan 

Bisbee,  Arizona 

Issue  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  July  19  Reporter.  I 
always  find  something  of  interest,  but  I 
clipped  three  articles  that  time. 

That  was  such  a  good  picture  of  our 
bishop  (Leontine  Kelly,  San  Francisco 
Area).  Isn’t  she  great? 

Then  I  was  interested  in  Dave  Black¬ 
burn  and  the  TWA  flight  pilot.  I’d  say  we 
had  some  pretty  strong  testimony  in  that 

issue  Mary  Armstrong 

Dinuba,  California 

Wesley  caution  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

The  issue  that  concerns  me  is  that  our 
church’s  right  hand  seems  to  be  unaware 
of  what  our  left  hand  is  doing. 

Or,  to  be  more  blunt,  we  are  advocat¬ 
ing  church  growth  on  the  one  hand  while 
alienating  members  through  our  pro¬ 
posed  alterations  of  the  Book  of  Hymns. 

I  would  remind  the  hymnal  revision 
committee,  and  all  Methodism,  of  the 
words  of  John  Wesley.  This  quotation 
comes  from  the  preface  to  “A  Collection 
of  Hymns  for  the  ...  People  Called 
Methodists,”  as  published  in  1779: 

"Many  gentlemen  have  done  my 
brother  and  me  . . .  the  honour  to  reprint 
many  of  our  hymns.  Now  they  are  per¬ 
fectly  welcome  so  to  do,  provided  they 
print  them  just  as  they  are.  But  1  desire 
they  would  not  attempt  to  mend  them ; 
for  they  are  not  really  able.  None  of 
them  is  able  to  mend  either  the  sense  or 
the  verse.  Therefore  I  must  beg  them 
one  of  these  two  favours:  Either  to  let 
them  stand  just  as  they  are,  to  take 
them  for  better  for  worse;  or  to  add  the 
true  reading  in  the  margin,  or  at  least  at 
the  bottom  of  the  page;  that  we  may  no 
longer  be  accountable  either  for  the  non¬ 
sense  or  for  the  doggerel  of  other  men.” 

I  would  strongly  suggest  that  our  hym- 


Africa  Journal 

Ethiopia’s  good,  bad  news:  Rains  begin,  but  aid  still  needed 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  13th  in  a 
series  of  reflective  articles  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  during  a 
six-month  sabbatical  leave  in  Africa.  He 
returns  to  the  United  States  next  week. 

NORTHERN  SHOA  PROVINCE,  Ethi¬ 
opia— There  is  both  good  news  and  bad 
news  from  this  famine-ravaged  north¬ 
east  African  country. 

The  good  news  includes: 

1.  The  long,  devastating  drought  has 
been  broken.  Abundant  rainfall  is  now 
soaking  the  parched  earth  in  most  parts 
of  Ethiopia.  Heavy  rains  fell  during  each 
of  the  four  mid- July  nights  we  were  in 
Ethiopia,  and  we  were  told  this  same 
weather  pattern  had  prevailed  for  more 
than  a  week. 

2.  Fields  are  everywhere  being  plowed 
and  planted,  and  the  first  signs  of  new 
life  can  be  seen  springing  from  the 
ground.  Our  driver,  Fikra,  an  official  of 
the  Christian  Relief  and  Development 
Association,  described  as  “almost  unbe¬ 
lievable"  the  difference  in  the  land  now 
and  when  he  made  this  same  200-mile 
drive  from  Ethiopia’s  capital  city  of  Ad¬ 
dis  Ababa  just  a  couple  of  weeks  earlier. 

3.  There  is  ready  and  abundant  evi- 
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dence  that  food  relief  supplies  from  the 
United  States  is  reaching  its  intended 
destination  in  Ethiopia.  Most  church- 
sponsored  aid  is  channeled  through  the 
Christian  Relief  and 
Development  Associ- 
ation,  or  CRDA,  as  f 
most  people  here 
commonly  refer  to  it 

As  we  toured  six 
CRDA-sponsored  re¬ 
lief  camps,  we  com-  . 
monly  saw  boxes  of  K 
medicine  and  bags  of  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
food  marked  “furnished  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America." 

Supplies  donated  by  voluntary  agen¬ 
cies  in  Canada,  England,  Ireland,  West 
Germany,  the  Netherlands  and  Denmark 
also  were  readily  in  evidence.  Additional 
assistance  was  visible  in  the  form  of  per¬ 
sonnel  from  the  United  States.  Ireland, 
Denmark,  the  Netherlands  and  Japan. 

U.S.  church  donations  at  work 

We  stayed  for  two  nights  in  tents  at  an 
American-staffed  feeding  and  medical 
center  at  Geweha.  The  doctor  and  three 
nurses  there  are  supplied  by  Church 
World  Service  through  which  mainline 
Protestant  contributions  for  famine  re¬ 
lief  in  Ethiopia  were  channeled. 

(A  subsequent  article  will  describe  in 
greater  detail  life  in  these  camps  and  the 
work  there  of  church-sponsored  personnel.) 

4.  Starvation,  malnutrition  and  disease 
among  Ethiopia’s  people  are  being  eased 
by  the  outpouring  of  assistance  from 
church  groups  and  other  voluntary  orga¬ 
nizations  in  the  United  States  and  West¬ 
ern  Europe. 

We  did  not  see  the  masses  of  people 
trekking  aimlessly  along  the  highway  in 
search  of  food  and  shelter  that  were 
widely  reported  earlier  this  year. 

Instead  we  saw  large  masses  of  people 
trekking  to  the  feeding  centers.  There 
they  received  a  government-allotted 
supply  of  grain  and  such  supplementary 
food  and  medical  treatment  from  CRDA 
personnel  as  their  body  weight  and  other 
symptoms  indicated  were  needed. 

We  saw  many  continuing  evidences  of 
malnutrition  and  malnutrition-caused 
diseases  as  we  visited  the  various  feed¬ 
ing  centers.  In  most  cases  the  primary 
medicine  needed  to  restore  health  is 
food. 

The  CRDA-sponsored  feeding  centers 
are  geared  up  to  identify  and  supply  the 
appropriate  combination  of  nourishment 
needed  by  each  person. 

Mary  Hadley,  a  Quaker  nurse  from 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  acting  head  of  the 
Geweha  camp  staff,  said  we  would  need 
to  have  seen  the  same  mothers  and  chil¬ 
dren  a  few  weeks  previously  to  recognize 
how  much  their  health  had  improved. 

“Many  are  still  not  where  they  should 
be,”  she  said,  “but  have  moved  from  55- 
60  percent  of  normal  body  weight  to  80- 
90  percent.” 

At  60  percent  of  normal  weight  or  less, 
a  child  is  in  imminent  danger  of  starva¬ 
tion  and  is  highly  susceptible  to  killer 
diseases  such  as  measles,  pneumonia, 


kwashiakore  (protein  deficiency),  chol¬ 
era  and  tuberculosis. 

Two  small  children  died  during  our  days 
at  the  Geweha  camp.  Thousands  of  others 
have  been  spared  certain  death,  however, 
as  a  result  of  food  and  medical  assistance 
provided  by  American  Christians. 

The  bad  news 

1.  The  bad  news  from  Ethiopia  is  that 
the  current  rain  will  produce  no  food 
harvest  until  the  end  of  this  year.  That 
creates  the  danger  of  what  some  have 
called  a  “green  famine’’— people  starv¬ 
ing  from  lack  of  harvestable  food  while 
their  land  is  green  with  future  crops. 

Relief  officials  fear  that  reports  of 
rain  breaking  the  drought  in  Ethiopia 
will  cause  contributions  for  food  and 
medical  relief  to  diminish.  The  situation 
is  so  tenuous  that  any  such  curtailment 
before  the  harvest  in  December  or  Janu¬ 
ary  could  result  in  a  repeat  of  last  year’s 
massive  starvation. 

2.  In  some  parts  of  Ethiopia,  the 
drought-breaking  rains  have  come  in 
such  abundance  that  roads  and  bridges 
have  been  washed  out,  thus  hampering 
relief  efforts.  That  was  not  a  problem  in 
the  areas  where  we  visited. 

We  were  told  by  CRDA  officials,  how¬ 
ever,  that  it  is  a  serious  reality  in  some 
areas  south  of  Addis  Ababa  that  must  be 
overcome  by  expensive  airlifts. 

3.  Even  when  the  immediate  threat  of 
starvation  among  the  Ethiopian  popula¬ 
tion  is  eliminated,  there  will  remain  a 
need  for  massive,  long-term  rehabilita¬ 
tion  and  developmental  assistance,  for 
the  current  famine  conditions  will  al¬ 
most  certainly  be  repeated  in  the  future. 

Brother  Augustine  O’Keeffe,  a  Roman 
Catholic  from  Ireland  who  coordinates 
CRDA’s  multi-faceted  efforts,  said  that 
$500,000  worth  of  wheat  and  corn  seed 
have  been  purchased  and  distributed 
along  with  100,000  hoes  and  other  hand 
tools  for  farming. 

That  is  one  rehabilitation  effort  al¬ 
ready  being  supported  American  Chris¬ 
tians  through  Church  World  Service.  Mr. 
O’Keeffe— or  “Brother  Gus,”  as  most 
people  at  CRDA  refer  to  him— said  that 
it  is  difficult  to  concentrate  very  much 
on  long-term  development  projects  like 
digging  wells  or  devising  irrigation 
schemes  when  the  threat  of  death  by  mal¬ 
nutrition  and  disease  remains  immediate¬ 
ly  at  hand. 

I  asked  Brother  Gus  how  much  the 
highly  publicized  fund-raising  efforts  of 
groups  like  USA  for  Africa  (“We  are  the 
World")  can  be  expected  to  help.  He  said 
that  Harry  Belafonte  and  other  USA  for 
Africa  officials  had  come  to  Ethiopia  to 
meet  with  CRDA  officials  but  that  so  far 
no  money  had  been  contributed  to  the  re¬ 
lief  and  development  needs  of  Ethiopia. 

“I  expect  they  will  do  much  good 
eventually,  but  right  now  they  are  dis¬ 
covering  how  complicated  it  is  to  ensure 
that  donated  funds  for  relief  and  devel¬ 
opment  are  handled  efficiently  and  with 
integrity,"  he  said.  “I  won’t  be  surprised 
if  it  takes  them  a  good  while  actually  to 
begin  making  grants." 

I  asked  Brother  Gus  how  CRDA  is  able 


to  assure  church  members  in  the  United 
States  that  their  contributions  are  being 
used  for  the  intended  purpose. 

He  explained  that  relief  supplies  are 
first  checked  at  the  port  when  they  ar¬ 
rive  from  the  United  States  and  then  are 
shipped  to  CRDA’s  central  storage  area 
in  Addis  Ababa.  Supplies  are  then  allo¬ 
cated  and  transported  according  to  need 
to  specific  relief  centers  throughout 
Ethiopia. 

Since  most  of  the  food  arrives  in  Ethi¬ 
opia  prepaid,  a  major  part  of  CRDA’s 
budget  involves  transporting  it  to  where 
it  is  most  needed  in  Ethiopia. 

When  asked,  Brother  Gus  said  that  re¬ 
lations  between  CRDA  and  the  Ethiopian 
government  are  now  generally  coopera¬ 
tive.  He  said  he  believes  most  govern¬ 
mental  leaders  genuinely  wish  to  help 
those  who  are  in  need  and  that  they  ap¬ 
preciate  what  is  being  done  by  the 
church  and  other  organizations  in  the 
United  States  and  Europe. 

He  said,  for  example,  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  recently  agreed  to  allow  some 
shipments  of  food  to  Eritrea,  an  area  of 
northwestern  Ethiopia  where  forces  op¬ 
posing  the  government  are  strong  and 
where  aid  was  previously  denied. 

I  could  find  no  one  who  would  give  me 
an  “on  the  record”  answer  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  where  I  might  see  some  evidences 
of  humanitarian  assistance  from  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  and  other  countries  in  East¬ 
ern  Europe.  One  person  told  me  "off  the 
record"  that  an  official  answer  “is  im¬ 
possible  because  it  does  not  correspond 
with  who  the  government  says  are  our 
friends  and  our  enemies.” 

It  was  obvious  from  people  we  met— 
both  officially  and  in  the  relief  camps 
and  villages— that  most  Ethiopians  are 
fond  of  Americans. 

CRDA:  A  remarkable  ‘umbrella’ 

Seldom  have  I  seen  an  umbrella  orga¬ 
nization  that  functions  with  such  effi¬ 
ciency  and  cooperative  spirit  as  the 
Christian  Relief  and  Development  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Since  it  includes  mainline  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic,  Orthodox  and  Evan¬ 
gelical  Christian  groups,  I’m  inclined  to 
call  it  “broadly  ecumenical.”  Brother 
Gus  is  reluctant  to  accept  this  label, 
however,  because  CRDA  also  includes  as 
members  several  groups  with  no  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation. 

CRDA  coordinates  a  vast  array  of 
funds  donated  to  minister  to  human 
needs  in  Ethiopia  with  program  to  ad¬ 
dress  those  needs.  Both  in  incoming  and 
outgoing  funds  and  supplies  are  meticu¬ 
lously  audited. 

CRDA  also  coordinates  private  efforts 
with  those  of  the  Ethiopian  government. 

I  left  Ethiopia  feeling  uncommonly 
confident  that  a  dollar  contributed  to 
and  funneled  by  the  church  through 
CRDA  would  produce  at  least  a  dollar’s 
worth  of  benefit  for  people  in  need. 

Situation  in  summary 

Asked  to  summarize  for  American 
Christian  the  current  situation  in  Ethio¬ 
pia,  Brother  Gus  responded: 


1.  "Express  thanks  to  them  for  the  re¬ 
sponse  they’ve  made  to  date,  especially 
in  providing  food  relief. 

2.  “Indicate  that  the  response  for 
transportation  has  been  less  generous, 
and  that  it’s  vital  that  we  have  the  funds 
needed  to  transport  the  food  to  the  feed¬ 
ing  centers. 

3.  “Even  though  we’re  now  receiving 
rain,  food  and  medical  relief  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  needed  throughout  1985  and 
probably  at  a  reduced  level  into  1986. 

4.  “Rehabilitation  efforts  are  going 
forward  as  fast  as  available  funds  will 
allow. 

5.  “Long-term  development  is  going  to 
require  more  assistance  than  non-gov¬ 
ernmental  organizations  can  handle  by 
themselves.  Hence  a  facet  of  each  orga¬ 
nization’s  work  needs  to  be  encourage¬ 
ment  of  developmental  assistance  by 
governments.” 

*  *  * 

On  the  road  camp  from  the  feeding 
camp  to  Addis  Ababa,  I  became  aware 
of  an  incredulous  feeling  that  I  somehow 
missed  getting  to  see  the  worst  of  the 
Ethiopian  people’s  plight  as  colorfully 
portrayed  on  television  and  in  the  week¬ 
ly  newsmagazines. 

As  I  reflected  further,  I  realized  that  I 
should  feel  gratitude,  not  disappoint¬ 
ment,  at  having  missed  the  worst  of 
Ethiopia’s  tragedy.  Indeed,  I  should  feel 
elated  to  be  able  to  report  that  our 
church’s  efforts  combined  with  those  of 
many  others  are  succeeding  in  offering 
new  rays  of  hope  for  the  future  of  the 
Ethiopian  people. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  HI 


nal  revision  committee  refrain  from 
eliminating  or  altering  the  hymns  that 
have  come  to  be  loved,  that  have  become 
expressions  of  theology,  and  that  we  en¬ 
joy  singing.  Many,  many  people  would 
echo  John  Wesley’s  sentiments  in  this 
matter. 

Will  the  new  hymnal  be  a  positive  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  church  or  a  liability? 

Calvin  N.  Harrub.III 
Mount  Juliet,  Tennessee 

How  dare  they! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  can’t  believe  what  I’m  reading  (see 
UMR,  June  28). 

It  seems  the  hymnal  revision  commit¬ 
tee  is  nit-picking  to  the  point  of  making 
the  sublime  ridiculous.  How  dare  they 
change  words  the  lyricist  set  down! 

I  have  long  cherished  the  memory  of 
my  grandmother  singing  "In  the  Gar¬ 
den,”  “Softly  and  Tenderly,”  (already  re¬ 
moved  by  the  1966  committee)  as  she 
worked  in  her  home  and  garden.  In  spite 
of  the  hymnal  revision  committee’s  ab¬ 
surd  denouncement,  she  related  to  those 
words  and  music,  and  so  do  we. 

We  now  belong  to  a  fine  little  country 
church  but  formerly  were  members  in 
big-city  churches.  In  both  instances,  how¬ 
ever,  the  congregational  singing  is  the 
same. 

The  melodic,  old  hymns  are  sung  with 
enthusiasm,  joy  and  heartfelt  praise.  The 
unmelodic,  hard-to-follow  hymns  are 
sung  weakly  with  people  very  often 
missing  the  message  as  they  strive  to 
follow  the  music. 

Probably  the  largest  percentage  of  us 
are  not  language  and  music  majors,  and 
I  get  the  distinct  feeling  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  is  trying  to  “impress”  us  but  ac¬ 
tually  falls  painfully  short  of  the  mark. 

Would  that  they,  as  so  many  of  us, 
have  no  problem  with  the  comforting 
words  and  music  the  committee  is  fault¬ 
ing. 

Catherine  Appel 
Sabillasville,  Maryland 

Why  violate  law? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  headline  on  a  United  Methodist 
News  Service  article  in  the  July  12  Re¬ 
porter  should  read:  “Nine  UM  churches 
form  sanctuary  ‘network’  to  violate  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  of  America.” 

The  United  States  is  not  a  Christian 
nation.  It  is  a  political  entity  with  boun- 
dries  and  laws  to  protect  its  citizens.  Its 
officials  take  an  oath  of  office  to  uphold 
the  laws  of  the  country. 

I  would  estimate  that  70  percent  of  the 
voting  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
99  percent  of  the  officials  are  Christians 
or  consider  themselves  Christians.  Laws 
are  changed  or  modified  for  many  rea¬ 
sons  and  the  violation  of  Christian  ethics 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  overwhelming  rea¬ 
son.  Why  violate  the  law? 

I  am  an  active  member  of  a  congrega¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodists.  I  believe  in  law 
and  order  and  I  thank  God  that  I  live  in  a 
country  governed  by  people  of  like  opinion. 

J.  Chris.  Nielsen,  Jr. 
Lacombe,  Louisiana 

Gap  is  widening 

To  the  Editor: 

Over  the  years,  every  U.S.  president, 
at  least  since  Mr.  Eisenhower,  has  bene¬ 
fited  from  the  counsel  and  confidence  of 
religious  leaders. 

Almost  every  president  has  enjoyed  a 
close  liaison  with  a  recognized  leader  of 
Jewish,  Roman  Catholic  and  other  de¬ 
nominations  as  well  as  with  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham.  None  to  my  knowledge  has  enjoyed 
any  such  liaison  with  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman. 

I  know  of  no  major  congressional 
committee  chairman  who  communicates 
in  a  confidential  or  respectful  way  with 
United  Methodist  leaders. 

The  United  Methoctyst  hierarchy  is  es¬ 
tranged  from  its  government  and  from 
its  congregation— and  the  gap  is  widen¬ 
ing!  Politics,  not  the  Gospel,  is  driving 
them  apart. 

Among  the  hundreds  of  issues  that  oc¬ 
cupy  the  time  and  resources  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  and  other  parts  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  I  suggest  this 
one  be  addressed. 

The  government  leaders  and  the  con¬ 
gregations  may  have  the  Gospel  more 
nearly  right  than  the  church  hierarchy. 

Burt  L.  Talcott 
Bethesda,  Maryland 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Pastor  Robert  May  and  the  congregation  of  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  started  their  church  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  on  August  2,  1 985. 

In  their  first  issue,  the  pastor  writes  ‘‘a  New  Beginning  is  a  lesson  our 
God  has  given  us  throughout  the  Bible.” 

“New  beginnings  ore  for  the  asking 
.  . .  The  weekly  New  Horizon  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  Friday  and  will  help  us  all 
keep  better  informed  about  our  church , 
our  conference ,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  around  the  world.” 

“The  New  Beginning  in  periodical  form  Robert  May 

will  continue  to  be  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  our  church  cares  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  from  our  creator ,  who  makes  all  things  new." 

This  pastor  and  congregation,  along  with  over  350  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  have  "caught  the  vision"  of  the  value  of  new  beginnings  for  their 
ministry  of  information  through  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  church  edi¬ 
tion. 

For  more  information  about  Reporter  church  editions,  contact  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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World  peace: 


Global  Methodist  conference  considers  ‘day  after'  versus  '"here  and  now’’ 
as  contrasting  ways  of  understanding  problem  of  Christian  peacemaking 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LONDON  — Should  Christians  who 
seek  world  peace  focus  on  preventing  the 
“day  after”  devastation  of  an  exchange  of 
nuclear  weapons? 

Or  should  they  first  seek  the  social  jus¬ 
tice  needed  for  a  lasting  peace  by  trying 
to  alleviate  the  political  and  economic 
problems  of  “the  day  before’’— in  other 
words,  the  here-and-now? 

Or  should  Christians  acknowledge  the 
inevitable  necessity  of  addressing  the 
more  difficult  task  and  pursue  both  at 
the  same  time? 

Some  250  Methodists  from  around  the 
world  struggled  with  those  and  related 
questions  during  the  first-ever  peace 
conference  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council’s  committee 
for  evangelism  and  the  committee  for 
Social  and  economic  affairs. 

The  international  peace  assembly, 
“Peace  for  One  and  All,”  was  held  July 


23-29  at  City  University  and  Wesley’s 
Chapel,  the  “mother  church”  of  world 
Methodism.  Both  sites  are  near  Alders- 
gate  Street  in  London  where  Method¬ 
ism’s  spiritual  father,  John  Wesley,  had 
his  “heart-warming"  conversion  experi¬ 
ence  in  1738. 

Conversion  related  to  peace 

The  theme  of  conversion  as  it  relates 
to  peace  was  present  throughout  the 
week-long  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Walker  of  Australia,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Methodist  World  Evange¬ 
lism  Program,  in  his  opening  address  to 
the  conference,  said  Christians  must  be 
concerned  about  conversion  to  God  but 
also  about  conversion  to  a  concern  for 
peace. 

"Peace  with  God  and  world  peace  be¬ 
long  together,”  Dr.  Walker  said. 

“Reconciliation  with  God  is  a  prereq¬ 
uisite  of  enduring  peace  on  earth 
There  cannot  be  peace  at  the  circumfer¬ 


ence  of  life  while  disharmony  reigns  at 
the  center  of  life.” 

Stressing  the  need  to  unite  the  twin 
Wesleyan  themes  of  personal  salvation 
and  social  redemption,  Dr.  Walker  said 
that  the  world  "cries  out"  for  a  "world 
Christian  peace  movement  operating 
within  the  life  of  the  major  churches.” 

Dr.  Walker  said  such  a  movement 
would  begin  in  personal  loyalty  to  Jesus 
as  the  Prince  of  Peace  and  would  urge 
local  churches  to  become  "active  peace 
centers”  that  would  show  people  how  to 
witness  for  peace,  including  the  practice 
of  non-violence. 

The  general  assent  of  conference  dele¬ 
gates  to  Dr.  Walker’s  emphasis  was  re¬ 
flected  in  their  formulation  of  a  final 
"message”  to  "people  everywhere”  to 
join  in  a  “new  commitment  to  peace¬ 
making  and  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Prince 
of  Peace.” 

The  three-page  “message"  said  that 
“Peace  in  its  fullness  requires  restruc¬ 


turing  of  society  and  is  impossible  with¬ 
out  renewed  people.  A  just  society  requires 
men  and  women  of  justice.” 

Conference  organizers  expressed  hope 
that  the  message,  while  non-binding  on 
Methodists,  will  be  widely  distributed 
among  Methodist  churches,  ecumenical 
bodies  and  world  leaders  as  a  hoped-for 
impetus  to  a  widely-mobilized  peace  ef¬ 
fort. 

It  will  also  be  forwarded  to  the  gener¬ 
al  assembly  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  in  Nairobi  in  July  1986  for  con¬ 
sideration  as  an  "official”  statement  of 
that  body. 

While  there  was  little  disagreement  on 
the  need  for  a  dual  understanding  of 
Christian  conversion— to  Christ  and  to 
peace— there  was  less  agreement  among 
the  delegates  representing  32  nations 
and  six  continents  on  the  specific  kind  of 
conversion  most  needed  to  achieve 
“peace  with  justice.” 

Concerned  with  ‘day  after’ 

Representatives  from  developed  na¬ 
tions  were  primarily  concerned  with  the 
threat  of  “the  bomb”  and  the  need  for 
the  superpowers— the  United  States  and 
Soviet  Union— to  cooperate  in  prevent¬ 
ing  a  nuclear-devastated  “day  after.” 

Many  noted  that  the  peace  conference 
was  taking  place  in  a  week  which  saw 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  dropping  of 
the  first  atomic  bomb  on  Hiroshima 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Greet,  former  head 
of  the  British  Methodist  Conference,  said 
the  concept  of  nuclear  deterrence  should 
be  rejected  by  Christians  out  of  the 
deep,  passionate  belief  that  nuclear 
weapons  are  evil.” 

"Any  church  that  does  not  protest  the 
nuclear  arms  race  is  a  church  con¬ 
demned,"  he  argued. 

A  universal  rejection  among  Chris¬ 
tians  of  nuclear  weapons  would  require 
“a  conversion  to  a  totally  new  view  of 
how  God’s  world  should  be  managed,” 
Dr.  Greet  said. 

Regarding  the  need  for  the  church 
worldwide  to  renounce  nuclear  weapons. 
Dr.  Greet  said,  “I  am  looking  and  preach¬ 
ing  for  conversion  (to  the  cause  of  peace 
and  opposition  to  nuclear  weapons)  as 
ardently  as  any  Victorian  evangelist  who 
yearned  to  pluck  souls  from  the  fires  of 
hell.” 

World  War  III  said  ‘underway’ 

But  the  Rev.  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos, 


bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil, 
stressed  the  need  for  the  developed  na¬ 
tions  to  recognize  that  World  War  III  is 
“already  underway”  in  the  economic 
suffering  of  Third  World  nations. 

“Western  nations  must  recognize  that 
their  wealth  is  based  on  the  suffering  of 
the  poor  nations,  the  exploitation  of  the 
South,”  Bishop  Mattos  said.  “Conversion 
for  affluent  societies  means  to  renounce 
affluence.” 

Hence,  Bishop  Mattos  said,  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  peace  in  the  Third  World  is  not 
primarily  preventing  the  "day  after”  but 
addressing  the  injustices  of  the  “day  be¬ 
fore.” 

Third  world  people  therefore  cannot 
settle  for  "peace  at  any  price”— includ¬ 
ing  a  nuclear  stand-off  between  the  su¬ 
perpowers  —  if  that  would  mean  sacrifi¬ 
cing  “our  freedom  and  well-being,” 
Bishop  Mattos  said. 

Bishop  Mattos  added  that  a  passion 
for  evangelism  and  a  passion  for  social 
justice  are  inseparable  parts  of  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  message.  But,  he  said,  “to  evange¬ 
lize  our  people,  we  have  to  be  part  of  our 
people,  to  join  their  struggle”  for  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  justice. 

Will  we  reach  year  2000? 

Peace  conference  delegates  heard  nu¬ 
merous  other  speakers  deal  with  various 
aspects  of  peace-making,  non-violence 
and  issues  related  to  the  threat  of  nucle¬ 
ar  war. 

Dr.  Frank  Barnaby,  honorary  director 
of  the  World  Disarmament  Campaign, 
told  delegates  there  is  “a  very  great  risk 
we  won't  reach  the  year  2000”  if  the  nu¬ 
clear  arms  race  is  allowed  to  continue. 

He  said  Christians  should  press  gov¬ 
ernments  for  disarmament  and  to  focus 
on  the  use  of  defensive  weapons  for  na¬ 
tional  security.  And,  he  said,  we  “should 
encourage  with  all  our  strength”  peace 
education  that  shows  people  how  nuclear 
weapons  are  "driving  us  toward  world 
catastrophe.” 

Methodists  told  to  be  candid 

Dr.  Haviland  Houston,  head  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  called  on  Methodists  to  be 
candid  about  their  commitment  to  social 
involvement  even  if  doing  so  poses  prob¬ 
lems  for  evangelism. 

Quoting  a  Southern  Baptist  clergy¬ 
man,  Dr.  Houston  said  that  "evangelism 


is  not  tricking  people  into  signing  the 
policy  and  then  reading  the  small  print.” 
Instead,  she  said,  Christians  should  see 
that  their  evangelistic  efforts  include  the 
call  to  social  responsibility. 

Dr.  Houston  also  said  the  “world  needs 
mothering,”  a  role  the  church  should 
play.  Among  other  things,  she  said,  the 
church  as  mother  needs  "to  tell  the  boys 
with  their  nuclear  toys”  that  it’s  time  to 
“come  inside”  until  they  learn  to  get 
along. 

The  Rev.  Allan  Kirton,  a  Methodist 
clergyman  and  head  of  the  Caribbean 
Conference  of  Churches,  led  a  series  of 
Bible  studies. 

Mr.  Kirton  received  standing  ovations 
following  several  studies  in  which  he 
used  Old  and  New  Testament  scriptures 
and  his  experience  as  a  Third  World 
black  person  to  illuminate  the  urgency 
of  peace-making  for  Christians. 

‘We  need  to  become  active’ 

"The  encounter  with  God  immediately 
places  upon  the  believer  a  social  respon¬ 
sibility,”  Mr.  Kirton  said  at  one  point. 
“We  need  to  become  active  (in  the 
search  for  peace)  before  we  become  ra¬ 
dioactive.” 

Other  speakers  focused  on  problems  in 
different  regions  of  the  world,  including 
South  Africa  (see  UMR,  Aug.  2),  Europe, 
the  Pacific  islands  and  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land.  They  illustrated,  sometimes  in 
heart-rending  detail,  how  and  why  peace¬ 
making  and  an  end  to  nuclear  weapons 
are  urgently  needed. 

The  Rev.  Sione  Havea,  head  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Pacific  Islands, 
said  the  so-called  “jellyfish  babies”— 
children  born  without  arms  and  legs— 
suffered  from  genetic  defects  caused  by 
nuclear  testing  by  the  French  in  the  Pa¬ 
cific. 

"There  is  no  justice,  kindness  or  safety 
in  the  Pacific,”  Dr.  Havea  said. 

Most  conference  speakers  also  inter¬ 
acted  with  delegates  in  small-group  semi¬ 
nars  focusing  on  practical  approaches  to 
peace-making  in  specific  contexts,  includ¬ 
ing  the  church  and  the  political  arena. 

The  World  Methodist  Council,  the  par¬ 
ent  body  of  the  peace  conference’s  two 
sponsoring  groups,  was  organized  in  1851 
and  serves  as  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  views  among  some  50  million  people 
in  Methodist  and  and  Methodist-related 
churches  around  the  world. 


Open-air  preacher  mounts  his  6 Soper -box ’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LONDON— Delegates  to  the  World  Methodist  Peace  Con¬ 
ference  heard  the  Rev.  Lord  Donald  Soper,  British  Methodist 
clergyman  and  a  member  of  Britain’s  parliamentary  House 
of  Lords,  preach  in  the  “open  air”  a  la  John  Wesley  at  Al- 
dersgate,  one  of  the  shrines  of  world  Methodism. 


Lord  Donald  Soper  calls  for  “precise  delineation  of 
the  Gospel.’’  —photo  by steven  cartwright 


It  was  at  a  meeting  on  Aldersgate  Street  on  May  24, 1738, 
that  Wesley  experienced  his  conversion  when  his  heart  was 
“strangely  warmed”  while  listening  to  a  reading  of  Martin 
Luther’s  Preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans. 

Lord  Soper  told  the  delegates  that  if  Wesley  were  alive  to¬ 
day  he  would  be  preaching  peace  and  calling  for  radical 
changes  in  relationships  between  men  and  women.  He  said 
modern-day  descendants  of  Wesley  have  a  responsibility  to 
give  a  “clear  and  precise  delineation  of  the  Gospel”  —  like 
Wesley— or  “we’ll  be  undone.” 

The  82-year-old  clergyman  then  took  a  swipe  at  one  popu¬ 
lar  theological  trend,  saying  that  “liberation  theology 
doesn’t  liberate,  it  only  complicates.” 

“We’re  living  in  the  first  secular  age,”  Lord  Soper  said, 
“an  age  in  which  people  even  forget  the  name  of  the  church 
they  stay  away  from.” 

Lord  Soper  gained  a  widespread  reputation  as  one  of  Brit¬ 
ain’s  most  noted  and  controversial  clergymen  as  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  Kingsley  Hall,  a  London  inner-city  church.  For  nearly 
60  years  he  has  spoken  every  Sunday  on  a  wide  range  of  is¬ 
sues  in  the  “open  air”  at  London’s  Hyde  Park  and  every 
Wednesday  at  Tower  Hill,  often  to  the  jeers  of  hecklers. 

Some  200  peace  conference  delegates  and  onlookers— no 
hecklers  this  time— listened  to  Lord  Soper  reflect  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  John  Wesley’s  example  for  today.  They  then 
sang  “O,  For  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing,”  the  hymn  written 
by  John’s  brother,  Charles,  to  commemorate  their  conver¬ 
sion  experiences. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Child  abuse  abhorred  but  not  surprising  to  churches 


Special  programs  at  two  UM  congregations  offer  examples  for  help 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  another  in  the 
Reporter’s  series  of  articles  on  family 
violence  and  how  the  church  can  respond 
to  what  is  reported  to  be  a  national  “epi¬ 
demic”  of  such  violence. 

BY  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

Carol  is  a  United  Methodist  laywoman. 
She  is  also  an  abusive  parent.  Hers  is  a 
story  of  how  she  used  physical  violence 
against  her  infant. 

“The  extreme  anguish  and  guilt  as  an 
abusive  parent  haunted  me,”  as  I  experi¬ 
enced  stress  in  my  adult  life,”  she  said. 

“Through  my  prayer  life  and  contin¬ 
ued  participation  with  my  child  in  my 
own  congregation,  I  slowly  found  healing 
and  strength  to  go  on  from  a  very  dark 
period  in  my  family  situation.  How  I 
would  have  welcomed  someone  to  go  to 
for  help  at  a  time  when  my  needs  were 
so  great  I  could  not  help  myself!  I  did  not 
look  for  counsel  within  my  church  for 
fear  of  condemnation  for  being  the  per¬ 
son  I  was.  How  much  better  for  my  child 
if  that  had  been  possible.” 

She  shared  this  story  anonymously  in  a 
survey  of  crisis  situations  encountered 
by  United  Methodists. 

Stories  such  as  this  are  more  common 


tharr  most  people  think,  according  to  fig¬ 
ures  from  thfe  American  Humane  Associ¬ 
ation  in  Denver.  That  group  indicated 
that  in  1983  over  1.7  million  children 
were  maltreated  in  the  U.S.  Of  that  fig¬ 
ure,  3.4  percent  suffered  major  physical 
abuse,  23.7  suffered  minor  physical 
abuse  and  8.5  suffered  sexual  abuse.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  association’s  1976  survey  — 
the  most  recent  figures  available  —  2,000 
children  died  as  a  result  of  physical  abuse. 

The  Rev.  Peggy  Halsey  of  United 
Methodism’s  national  Office  of  Women 
in  Crisis  defined  physical  abuse  as  "any 
nonaccidental  injury  to  a  child.” 

“Reports  of  physical  abuse  of  children 
are  something  our  society  abhors,  yet 
when  we  look  at  our  attitude  toward 
child  rearing  the  fact  of  physical  abuse 
of  children  is  not  completely  surprising,” 
Ms.  Halsey  said. 

"Parents  are  held  responsible  for  their 
children’s  behavior,  and  physical  punish¬ 
ment  is  often  accepted  as  a  means  of 
teaching  and  controlling  a  child.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  too  often  the  line  between  a 
spanking  and  a  dangerous  beating  is 
crossed. 


Research  also  suggested  that  women 
may  physically  abuse  their  children  more 
than  men,  probably  a  result  of  the  pres¬ 
sures  and  frustrations  inherent  in  women 
spending  more  time  with  children  and 
being  held  solely  responsible  for  their 
children’s  development  and  behavior.” 

Scars  carried  for  life 

Experts  agree  that  sexual  abuse  of 
children,  whether  carried  out  once  or 
over  a  period  of  years,  leaves  mental 
and  emotional  scars  that  the  victims 
carry  for  life. 

The  Rev.  Glenn  M.  Balch,  pastor  of 
Brea  United  Methodist  Church  in  Brea, 
Calif.,  actively  works  to  break  the  si¬ 
lence  around  child  abuse  as  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  his  church’s  counseling 
center  which  includes  a  unit  on  sexual 
abuse  of  children. 

“Child  sexual  abuse  is  an  uncommonly 
common  thing,”  he  said.  “It  includes 
both  incest  and  sexual  molestation.  Sex¬ 
ual  assault  of  a  child  can  range  from  ex¬ 
posure  of  the  genitals,  body  touching  or 
caressing  to  intercourse.  It  knows  no  cul¬ 
tural,  economic,  social  or  religious  bar¬ 
riers.  It  rears  its  ugly  head  in  the  best 
families.” 

Dr.  Balch  explained  that  Brea  UMC 
opened  its  counseling  center  four  years 
ago  to  provide  a  wide  range  of  counsel¬ 
ing  services.  However,  three  fourths  of 
the  center's  counseling  is  done  with  sexu¬ 
al  abuse  victims  or  perpetrators.  Over 
those  years  the  center  has  helped  some 
300  persons,  the  majority  of  whom  were 
sexually  abused  children. 

The  center's  staff  includes  clinical 
psychologists,  counseling  psychiatrists, 
student  interns  from  local  hospitals  and 
Dr.  Balch,  who  has  a  Ph  D.  in  human  be¬ 
havior.  The  center  is  self-supporting  in 
that  it  charges  clients  various  fees  in  ac¬ 
cordance  to  what  they  are  able  to  pay. 
Its  annual  budget  is  $50,000. 

Legacy  of  guilt  and  shame 

“Sexual  abuse  is  not  a  pleasant  topic,” 
he  said.  "It  is  not  a  pleasant  experience. 
Guilt,  shame,  shattered  spirits  and  self¬ 
destructive  behaviors  are  its  legacy 
Abused  children  can  be  found  in  every 
city,  in  every  neighborhood,  in  every 
congregation.  To  deny  this  or  to  ignore 
the  warning  signs  is  to  help  perpetuate 
the  cycle  of  abuse.  Our  eyes  must  be 
opened  and  our  eyes  must  be  trained  to 
hear  the  silent  pleas  of  the  hurting  chil¬ 
dren  among  us.” 


Dr.  Balch  offered  some  warning  signs 
of  a  sexually  abused  child.  They  include 
low  self-esteem,  a  generalized  fear  of 
adults,  depression,  phobias  and  excessive 
sexuality  during  play  that  reflects  more 
knowledge  than  is  normal  for  a  child. 

Sandra  Sheldon,  director  of  the  Brea 
church’s  sexual  abuse  counseling  unit, 
wrote  about  the  role  of  the  church  in 
dealing  with  child  sexual  abuse  in  the 
December  1984  issue  of  Pastoral  Life 
magazine.  She  co-authored  the  article 
along  with  Dr.  Balch  and  Patricia  Poos, 
the  center’s  program  director. 

Topic  becomes  ‘hot’  to  media 

"Sexual  abuse  is  a  ‘hot’  topic  at  this 
time,  and  media  coverage  is  quite  com¬ 
prehensive,”  Ms.  Sheldon  said.  "This  has 
encouraged  many  churches  throughout 
the  country  to  speak  out  against  this 
problem,  and  this  is  good.  We  are  still 
concerned,  however,  with  the  seeming 
unwillingness  of  many  churches  at  local 
levels  to  deal  with  the  subject. 

“Ministers  and  clergy  who  do  not 
speak  out  often  advocate  ‘keeping  the 
family  together  at  all  costs,'  a  position 
which  is  often  the  reverse  of  what  is  ad¬ 
visable.  Family  stress  factors  which 
lead  to  incest  and  sexual  abuse  do  not  go 
away  simply  because  such  abuse  is  re¬ 
vealed. 

“It  is  important  that  the  church  sup¬ 
port  the  victims  and  encourage  all  fam¬ 
ily  members  to  seek  professional  help. 
Without  such  intervention,  the  probabili¬ 
ty  of  continued  and/or  future  victimiza¬ 
tion  is  extremely  high. 

Ms.  Sheldon  also  noted  that  in  order  to 
avoid  conflict  and  controversy,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  clergy  and  congregations  have 
“staunchly  supported  the  abusers  or  per¬ 
petrators  rather  than  rallying  behind  the 
victims.” 

Ms.  Sheldon  cited  a  case  that  involved 


parents  who  suspected  that  their  two 
children,  a  five-year-old  boy  and  a  sev¬ 
en-year-old  girl,  had  been  sexually  mo¬ 
lested. 

“It  was  revealed  that  the  grandfather, 
who  lived  with  the  family,  was  the  abus¬ 
er.  All  were  active  church  members,” 
she  said. 

‘Give  Grandpa  another  chance’ 

“Their  pastor  encouraged  the  family 
to  ‘let  the  kids  forget’  and  give  Grandpa 
another  chance’  to  prove  himself.  Three 
months  later  Grandpa  was  arrested  for 
molesting  four  girls  and  two  boys  in  the 
church  basement. 

“Some  members  of  the  congregation 
wrote  letters  on  Grandpa’s  behalf.  They 
wanted  Grandpa’s  family  to  ‘do  the 
Christian  thing  and  turn  the  other  cheek.’ 
Fortunately,  California  law  prevailed 
and  Grandpa  went  to  jail." 

Patricia  Poos,  program  director  of  the 
Brea  church’s  counseling  unit,  stressed 
the  need  for  educating  children  on  “good 
and  bad  touches”  in  an  article  on  child 
abuse.  Her  article  appeared  in  the  April 
issue  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society's  Engage/Social  Action  maga¬ 
zine.  She  co-authored  the  article  with  Dr. 
Balch  and  Ms.  Sheldon. 

“Parents  can  explain  that  there  are 
basically  two  kinds  of  touches:  good 
touches  and  bad  touches,”  said  Ms.  Poos. 
"A  good  touch  could  include  shaking 
hands,  a  quick  hug,  a  gentle  pat  on  the 
shoulder  or  back,  or  a  good  night  kiss  on 
the  forehead  or  cheek.  A  bad  touch  might 
include  being  hit  or  slapped,  touches  that 
make  one  feel  uncomfortable  or  ‘dirty.’ 

“Children  need  to  be  taught  that  they, 
too,  have  certain  rights  and  privileges. 
The  child  is  always  the  victim;  full  re¬ 
sponsibility  always  lies  with  the  perpe¬ 
trator.” 

While  Brea  UMC  for  the  most  part  fo¬ 
cuses  on  victims  of  child  abuse  at  the 


time  they  are  abused,  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tuscon,  Arizona, 
seeks  to  help  adults  who  were  incest  vic¬ 
tims  as  children. 

In  the  spring  of  1984  St.  Paul  UMC 
sponsored  a  series  of  10  weekly  sessions 
in  the  form  of  a  support  group  ministry 
for  some  12  women  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  surrounding  areas. 

Sondra,  a  42-year-old  counselor,  initi¬ 
ated  the  idea  for  the  support  group  while 
she  was  a  member  there  a  year  ago.  Two 
years  ago  she  learned  through  therapy 
that  for  most  of  her  life  she  had  re¬ 
pressed  from  her  own  consciousness  the 
fact  that  she  had  been  sexually  abused 
by  a  teacher  during  grade  school. 

“I’ve  been  a  strong  churchgoing  mem¬ 
ber  all  of  my  life."  Sondra  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  "My  strength  to  deal  with  the 
childhood  abuse  comes  from  my  faith, 
but  at  the  same  time  my  problems  in  ac¬ 
cepting  what  happened  to  me  are  related 
to  my  faith,  too.  It  came  to  the  surface 
only  after  counseling  for  other  problems. 

“The  subject  of  sexual  abuse  was 
raised  in  our  church  about  two  years  ago 
at  a  workshop  on  women’s  issues  led  by 
Peggy  Halsey  of  the  Office  of  Ministries 
with  Women  in  Crisis.  It  hit  me  at  that 
time  that  I  needed  the  support  of  my 
church  congregation  in  addition  to  the 
counseling  I  was  receiving." 

After  helping  form  the  suppport  group 
at  St.  Paul,  Sondra  put  together  a  project 
that  seeks  to  provide  advocacy  and  coun¬ 
seling  for  women  in  crisis  such  as  rape 
victims  as  well  as  those  with  child  abuse 
histories. 

"The  support  group  at  St.  Paul  meant 
so  much  to  me,  I  wanted  to  see  it  else¬ 
where,”  she  said. 

The  Rev.  Beth  Carey,  associate  pastor 
at  St.  Paul,  works  with  the  incest  support 
group.  “This  is  a  special  ministry  be¬ 
cause  it  developed  from  a  request  in  the 
congregation,"  she  said. 

Ms.  Carey  added.  “Once  the  church 
can  break  the  silence,  more  people  will 
step  forward  for  help.” 
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71201. 

weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067  | 

WANTED:  USED  HYMN  BOOKS  1966  (current 

edition)  for  growing  UM  church.  Contact  Pastor 
David  Conner.  Box  369,  Cedaredge,  CO  81413.  | 

NET  RESULTS -A  monthly  newsletter  of  new 

ideas  in  evangelism  and  church  growth.  Write  for 
free  sample  copy  and  catalog  of  evangelism  mate¬ 
rials:  5001  Avenue  N.  Lubbock.  TX  79412.  j 

CLERMONT,  FL-ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  of 

music.  Person  selected  will  be  in  charge  of  chan¬ 
cel  and  handbell  choirs.  Salary  negotiable.  Situat¬ 
ed  in  the  beautiful  lake  section  of  central  Florida. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 

Ministry  (organist  and  choir  director)  and  a  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  or  a  combinaUon  of 
these  positions  for  700-member  church.  Moller  34- 

Clermont  is  located  about  25  miles  from  Disney 
World  and  Orlando.  Please  send  resume  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  488.  Clermont, 

FL  32711 

rank  pipe  organ;  4  choirs  and  2  bell  choirs.  Salary 
open.  Send  resume  and  references  to  D.  Keith 
McKenzie.  PPRC  Chairperson.  Bland  Street  UMC. 
Box  1417,  Bluefield,  WV  24701. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

for  UMC  in  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Salary/benefits 
competitive.  First  UMC,  Box  8067,  Weslaco.  TX 
78596 

LARGBr'HOUSE  FOR  SALE.  First  tier  on  Lake 

Pomme  de  Terre.  125  miles  south  of  K.C.,  MO.  Ide¬ 
al  for  groups  or  individual.  Owner  finance. 

PEWS-USED  FOR  SALE.  40-14  ft.  long  and 
19—15  ft.  long.  Dark  stain,  blue  seat  upholstery, 
good  condition.  Will  sell  all  or  part  at  $100  each. 

COME  WITH  US  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND!  Nov.  12- 

20.  1985.  10-day  deluxe  biblical  tour  for  only 
$1,299  Rev.  Roberta  L.  Williams.  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  9  N.  Main  St..  Mansfield.  MA 
02048.  (617)  339-3560.  Write  for  brochure.  Arrange¬ 
ments  by  Travelink  Tours.  International. 

Also,  pulpit  furniture  for  sale.  First  Baptist 
Church.  Portland.  TX.  Call  (512)  643-6506  or  643- 
1081 

CHURCH  OF  2.100  MEMBERS  SEEKS  person 
with  demonstrated  skills  in  youth  ministry  for  full¬ 
time  position.  Creative,  mature  Individual  desired. 
'Compensation  package  includes  attractive  house. 
Send  resumes  to  Dr.  Bill  Moorer,  First  UMC.  2300 
Cgyntry  Club  Road.  Duncan,  OK  73533 

GUERRILLAS  OF  GRACE:  PRAYERS  for  the 
Battle  by  Ted  Loder.  senior  minister.  The  First 

ers  that  are  honest,  tough  and  grace-filled.  Useful 
in  liturgy  and  powerful  in  personal  reflection  and 
growth.  $10.95  includes  postage.  LuraMedia,  10227 
AutumnView,  Suite  28,  San  Diego.  CA  92126.  (619) 
578-1948 

DEFECTOR  OF  MUSIC/EDUCATION,  (ordained- 

/diaconal).  1,700-member  church.  Work  on  multi¬ 
ple  staff  including  full-time  Youth  Director  and 
Director  of  Leisure  Ministries  Extensive  music 
program  with  capable  staff  Excellent  children's 

NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM  "Growing  with 
Today's  Children."  From  Family  Education  En¬ 
terprises,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  4690 
Palm  Ave.,  La  Mesa.  CA  92041.  $10  text  and  guide. 

ers.  Newly  remodeled  education  facilities  with  ac¬ 
tivities  center.  Five  choral  groups,  three-octave 
handbell  program.  Salary  negotiable  depending  on 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  UNITED  METHODISTS, 
friends  and  families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation! 
Write  P.O.  Box  1021.  Evanston,  IL  60204 

sons  (Education/Program  and/or  Music).  Central 
United  Methodist  Church.  Meridian.  MS.  Contact 
Rev  Willard  Leggett  III.  (601)  693-1521.  Position 
available  Sept.  1. 

WANTED.  GRAND  PIANO.  Local  church  looking 

to  buy  used  grand  piano,  6-7  feet,  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Will  consider  instrument  in  need  of  limited 
repair.  Quality  sound  and  craftsmanship  impor¬ 
tant.  Will  pay  reasonable  price  for  the  right  instru¬ 
ment,  Call  (617)  343-7733  or  (603)  878-3581. 

THE  ULTIMATE  FUND  RAISER.  For  individ¬ 
uals.  churches,  schools,  missionary,  church  homes, 
etc  Represent  country's  fastest  growing,  long-dis¬ 
tance  telephone  service.  Sharp  &  Associates,  (800) 
325-4219  or  (606)  269-9663. 

Efforts  aim  at  preventing  child  abuse 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodists  on  a  national  and  local  church  level  are 
responding  to  the  alarming  rate  of  child  abuse  with  concern. 
Prevention  is  the  goal  for  two  such  responses. 

In  Palestine,  Texas,  the  St.  Stephen's  Society  of  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in  December  1984  started  "Wee- 
Care,"  a  program  designed  to  prevent  abuse  of  infants' 

The  20-women  volunteer  force  of  "WeeCare"  works  to  en¬ 
sure  that  every  mother  in  the  surrounding  county  who  deliv¬ 
ers  at  the  local  hospital  receives  support,  in  various  ways. 

That  support  comes  through  a  hospital  visit  24  hours  after 
the  baby  is  born  to  discuss  the  new  mother’s  feelings  and 
concerns,  a  follow-up  home  visit  in  which  the  volunteer 
brings  the  new  mom  a  gift  (donated  by  local  merchants)  and 
baby  care  information,  and  financial  assistance  if  needed. 

During  home  visits,  volunteers  observe  the  baby’s  condi¬ 
tion,  mother  and  child  interaction  and  whether  there  are  ob¬ 
vious  needs  which  must  be  met  to  ensure  the  well-being  of 
the  entire  family. 

Evelyn  Burry  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
working  on  a  national  level  to  get  churches  interested  and 
involved  in  similar  preventive  programs. 


"Every  parent,  every  adult,  has  the  potential  to  abuse  or  ne¬ 
glect  a  child  sometime,"  said  Ms.  Burry,  an  executive  with  the 
Discipleship  board’s  section  on  ministry  of  the  laity.  "But 
abuse  or  neglect  most  often  occurs  when  the  problems  and 
stresses  build  to  the  point  where  the  parent  (or  other  person 
who  is  responsible  for  a  child’s  welfare)  just  can’t  cope." 

In  the  brochure  entitled  “You  Can  Prevent  Child  Abuse 
and  Neglect,”  Ms.  Burry  highlights  several  program  ideas 
local  churches  can  adopt  that  are  designed  to  help  alleviate 
such  stresses  and  problems.  They  include  programs  for 
latch-key  children,  crisis  hot-line  for  adults  and  children, 
and  respite  care  for  families  that  include  persons  with  dis¬ 
abilities. 

As  advice  for  United  Methodists  concerned  about  child 
abuse  she  said  ."Look  for  people  who  have  a  need  and  want 
help,"  she  said.  “Don’t  become  overwhelmed,  look  at  the  sit¬ 
uation  and  get  involved  in  a  small  part.  Break  it  up  into 
manageable  chunks. 

"The  Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity  stands  ready  with 
resources  and  information  to  help  you.  Let  us  help  you  study, 
make  choices  and  act,"  she  added. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
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Sunday  School  ‘idea’  becomes  world- famed  center 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N  Y. -Look  what  two 
Methodist  men  started! 

The  main  thing  Lewis  Miller  and  the 
Rev.  John  Heyl  Vincent  had  in  mind  one 
cool  August  evening  111  years  ago  was 
an  international  "summer  school”  for 
Sunday  School  teachers  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  combining  recreation,  fellowship, 
study,  worship,  lectures  and  sermons. 

The  two  had  more-than-ample  stand¬ 
ing  to  attempt  this.  Vincent,  later  elect¬ 
ed  a  bishop,  directed  the  Sunday  School 
program  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  had  achieved  interdenomina¬ 
tional  eminence  by  pioneering  a  uniform 
lesson  system,  forerunner  to  today’s  in¬ 
ternational  lesson  series. 

Miller  was  an  outstanding  layman  in 
the  same  denomination.  A  wealthy  in¬ 
dustrialist  in  Akron,  Ohio,  he  had  devised 
the  “Akron  Plan"  for  Sunday  Schools,  a 
large  room  surrounded  by  classrooms 
that  could  be  separated  by  folding  doors. 

What  they  started  Aug.  4,  1874,  at  a 
Methodist  campmeeting  site  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Chautauqua  became  a 
movement  that  Theodore  Roosevelt  de¬ 
scribed  as  "America  at  its  best.” 

This  is  the  "mother  Chautauqua”  to  a 
number  of  smaller  summer-season  chau- 
tauquas,  some  continuing  with  United 
Methodist  connections  like  those  at 
Lakeside.  Ohio,  and  Ocean  Grove,  N.  J.  It 
also  indirectly  inspired  a  number  of  un¬ 
related  traveling-circuit  "tent  chautau- 
quas,”  most  of  which  folded  in  the  1930s. 

Never  lost  sight  of  purpose 

Today’s  multi-million-dollar,  850-acre 
Chautauqua  Institution  on  Lake  Chau¬ 
tauqua’s  wooded  shores  succeeds,  in  the 
opinion  of  its  president,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
L.  Bratton,  because  it  never  lost  sight  of 
the  founders'  purpose. 

“Despite  its  roots  in  Methodism,”  Dr. 
Bratton  said  during  an  interview  in  his 
office  overlooking  the  central  plaza, 
"Chautauqua  has  always  studiously 
avoided  denominationalism. 

“I  haven’t  the  foggiest  notion  of  the 
denominational  makeup  of  our  clientele. 
But  I  find  my  being  here  completely  con¬ 
gruent  with  why  I  entered  the  ministry, 
to  help  people  discover  the  consequence 
of  Jesus  in  their  lives." 

Dr.  Bratton  is  the  first  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  to  head  this  institution  in  80 


Methodists  started  ‘mother  Chataugua’ 


years.  A  native  of  western  New  York,  he 
came  back  in  1984  from  the  presidency 
of  Kansas  Wesleyan  University. 

History  pervades  place 

It  would  be  hard  to  stroll  Chautau¬ 
qua’s  brick  walks  or  its  narrow  lanes,  al¬ 
most  devoid  of  cars,  without  feeling  a 
sense  of  history.  The  predominant  old 
Victorian  homes,  tall  and  narrow,  placed 
tightly  together  and  magnificently  main¬ 
tained  for  the  most  part,  look  inviting 
with  their  white  wicker  chairs  on  front 
porches.  The  public  buildings— the  Am¬ 
phitheater,  Hall  of  Philosophy,  Hall  of 
Christ,  opera  and  drama  hall— challenge 
one  to  speculate  about  who  must  have 
lectured  here  or  performed  there. 

The  pace  is  unhurried  and  the  air  al¬ 
most  one  of  elitism— but  elitism  with  the 
intention  of  encountering  new  thoughts 
and  ideas.  One  experiences  Chautauqua 
best  by  drinking  deeply  from  its  concur¬ 
rent  streams  of  religion,  science,  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  arts. 

Distinguished  visitors  and  program 
figures  at  Chautauqua  have  included 
nine  U.S.  presidents,  12  presidential  can¬ 
didates,  and  musicians,  scientists,  minis¬ 
ters  and  literary  figures  too  many  to 
count  and  too  diverse  to  categorize.  Per¬ 
haps  the  most  famous  speech  made  from 
its  stage  was  by  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  in 
1936,  remembered  mainly  for  the  phrase, 
“I  hate  war.” 

Management  presents  paradox 

Dr.  Bratton  sees  the  management  of 
Chautauqua  as  something  of  a  paradox, 
beginning  with  the  fact  that  a  full-time 
staff  of  50  and  a  resident  population  of 
300  or  so  swells  to  700  employees  and 
10,000  constituents  at  any  one  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  nine- week  season  from  mid- June 
to  mid-August. 

Chautauqua’s  real  estate  also  makes 
Dr.  Bratton’s  point  about  paradox. 
Where  else,  in  such  a  short  walk,  from 
one  end  of  the  grounds  to  the  other,  can 
one  see  an  outdoor  lecture  hall  patterned 
after  the  Parthenon  of  ancient  Greece,  a 
renovated  162-room  19th  Century  Vic¬ 
torian  hotel  built  entirely  of  wood  and  a 
cluster  of  state-of-the-art  condominiums? 

More  than  100,000  persons  attend  dur- 


United  Methodists  have  four  sites 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.- United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  four  distinct  centers  at  Chau¬ 
tauqua  Institution. 

Hurlbut  United  Methodist  Church, 
built  in  1931,  houses  the  community’s 
only  permanent  religious  congregation. 
In  summer  its  members  disperse  to  other 
places  of  worship,  and  the  Hurlbut  build¬ 
ing  houses  Chautauqua  music  and  theater 
classrooms.  It  also  becomes  the  site  for 
Jewish  Sabbath  services.  It  is  named  in 
memory  of  the  Rev.  Jesse  Lyman  Hurl¬ 
but,  veteran  Chautauquan  and  famed 
author  of  "Story  of  the  Bible,”  familiar 
to  generations  of  children. 

The  United  Methodist  House,  one  of  16 
denominational  headquarters  buildings, 
dates  to  1888,  its  rebuilt  chapel  to  1955. 
It  hosts  9:30  a.m.  Sunday  services, 
Wednesday  afternoon  teas  and  Thursday 
evening  services.  Chautauqua  co- 
founders  John  Vincent  and  Lewis  Miller 
served  on  its  first  board  of  trustees.  A 
caretaker  couple  have  a  small  apart¬ 
ment  there  for  the  season,  and  a  second- 
floor  apartment  serves  each  United 
Methodist  chaplain  of  the  week.  It  has 
one  of  the  choice  locations  on  the  entire 
grounds,  adjacent  to  the  multi-purpose 


ing  a  summer,  paying  $2  million  to  pass 
through  tight  security  onto  grounds  fenced 
on  three  sides  and  bounded  on  the  other 
by  the  lake  (Chautauqua’s  property  ex¬ 
tends  about  two  miles  on  the  west  side 
of  the  18-mile-long  lake).  Some  people 
come  for  the  day  ($15),  others  for  the 
season  ($440  in  advance) .  Sundays  are  free. 

Persons  of  all  ages  and  all  economic 
levels  come  to  Chautauqua,  Dr.  Bratton 
says,  to  participate  in  “mainstream 
American  culture.”  The  season  is  limited 
to  nine  weeks  both  by  the  weather  —a 
late,  cool  spring  and  an  early,  cool  au¬ 
tumn— and  the  availability  of  summer 
employees— primarily  high  school  and 
college  youth. 

Dr.  Bratton  says,  “We  have  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  protect  the  historical  charm  and 
ambience  and  style  of  the  place  but  to 
present  the  best  in  culture,  to  be  stimu¬ 
lating  if  not  controversial  and  to  be  fu- 
turistically  oriented." 

Asked  if  Chautauqua  may  be  pricing 
itself  out  of  the  market,  he  responds  that 
he  considers  the  admission  fee  reason¬ 
able,  since  it  entitles  the  holder  to  virtu¬ 
ally  the  entire  varied  program.  The 
practice  of  charging  each  person  the 
same  all-inclusive  gate  fee  goes  back  to 
co-founder  Vincent’s  concept  of  a  “tu¬ 
ition”  to  attend  the  “summer  school”  he 
and  Miller  started. 


He  speaks  appreciatively  of  the  insti¬ 
tution’s  80-85  percent  return  rate.  Many 
are  third  or  fourth  generation  Chautau- 
quans,  perhaps  occupying  property  held 
by  their  families  before  the  turn  of  the 
century.  All  property  was  under  long¬ 
term  leases  until  the  1960s,  when  individ¬ 
ual  ownership  began.  Property  values 
reportedly  have  tripled  or  quadrupled  in 
recent  years;  taxes  have  risen  accord¬ 
ingly.  About  the  only  land  still  vacant  is 
on  the  north  end,  where  condominiums 
are  springing  up  to  the  consternation  of 
oldtime  Chautauquans. 

Returnees  span  generations 

While  many  Chautauquans  come  back 
because  this  is  their  getaway  or  their 
summer  home,  others  come  back  on  the 
strength  of  the  program  itself.  One  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife  have 
come  from  Virginia  each  year  for  37 
years— always  renting  but  always  re¬ 
newed,  they  say,  by  “the  cutting  edge”  of 
the  program. 

United  Methodists  can  claim  no  right 
of  ownership  at  Chautauqua  except  in 
four  locations  (see  story  below  left)  and  in 
an  unknown  number  of  private  resi¬ 
dences.  But  only  they  can  claim  a  spe¬ 
cial  sense  of  relatedness  to  its  origin. 

As  President  Bratton  stated  it,  “This 
institution  was  born  from  the  vision  of 
two  Methodists  who  saw  the  need  for 
church  workers  to  have  renewal  and 
growth  on  an  annual  basis.  If  it  were  not 
for  them,  this  institution  would  not  exist.” 


Chautauqua  Institution  is  an  all-ages  place.  The  nine-week  season  includes 
children's  school,  ballet  and  other  performing  arts,  worship  services  every 
Sunday  buoyed  by  a  200-voice  volunteer  choir,  and  daily  devotional  services. 


“hub”  Amphitheater.  A  sign  welcomes 
passersby  to  sit  a  spell  in  many  rocking 
chairs  on  the  huge  front  porch. 

Fenton  Memorial  Deaconess  Home  is 
free  to  any  United  Methodist  deaconess, 
with  a  capacity  of  nine  at  a  time  and  a 
limit  of  one  month’s  visit  per  summer. 
Built  by  Buffalo  industrialist  James  Fen¬ 
ton  in  1917  in  memory  of  his  mother  and 
wife,  the  home  belongs  to  the  Women’s 
Division,  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

United  Methodist  Missionary  Vacation 
Home,  whose  name  states  its  purpose, 
likewise  belongs  to  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion.  It  is  available  to  missionaries,  dea¬ 
conesses  and  ministers— both  active  and 
retired— and  to  salaried  personnel  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  spouses. 
The  home  accommodates  18  persons, 
limited  to  one  month’s  stay,  and  a  small 
daily  charge  covers  meals.  Its  lakefront 
location  is  one  of  the  most  choice  in  all 
of  Chautauqua,  due  in  no  small  part  to 
the  fact  it  was  once  the  summer  resi¬ 
dence  of  Alice  Studebaker  Carlisle.  Her 
father,  pioneer  auto  manufacturer  Clem¬ 
ent  Studebaker,  Sr.,  was  vice  president 
of  Chautauqua  and  served  briefly  as 
president  following  the  death  of  Lewis 
Miller  in  1899.  -JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Preachers 9  scientists ,  artists  highlight  week’s  activities 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Here  are  sketches  of  one  week  this 
season  at  Chautauqua: 

SUNDAY — Following  9:30  services  in 
most  of  the  16  denominational  houses 
on  Chautauqua’s  grounds  is  the  10:45 
community-wide  worship  service  in  the 
Amphitheater.  An  estimated  3,000  at¬ 
tend.  The  service  begins  with  a  200- 
voice  choir  singing  two  verses  from 
“The  Star-Spangled  Banner,”  selected 
especially  for  this  first  Sunday  after 
July  4. 

In  the  early  afternoon  is  a  45-minute 
walking  tour  of  Chautauqua’s  unique 
Palestine  Park  led  by  the  Rev.  Frank 
Laundry,  retired  pastor  of  Hurlbut 
United  Methodist  Church  on  the  Chau¬ 
tauqua  grounds.  Conceived  by  Chautau- 
qua’s  co-founder,  the  Rev.  John 
Vincent,  as  a  teaching  aid  for  Sunday 
School  teachers  and  laid  out  near  the 
lake’s  edge,  the  park  is  a  350-foot-long 
relief  model  of  Palestine  as  it  was  in 
New  Testament  times. 

At  vespers,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Forrest  Stith,  whose  New  York  West 
Area  includes  Chautauqua,  leads  his 
first  service  in  this  storied  place. 

Evening  services  begin  with  the  tra¬ 
ditional  singing  of  the  Chautauqua 
hymn,  “Day  is  Dying  in  the  West.” 
Written  for  the  Sunday  School  assem¬ 
bly  in  1878,  the  words  match  the  beau¬ 
tiful  quiet  close  of  a  day  of  worship. 
The  service  is  given  primarily  to  a 
mass  sing-along  of  major  portions  of 
Handel’s  Messiah. 

By  around  10  p.m.,  in  Chautauqua 
tradition,  the  grounds  are  quiet.  The 
night  is  cool.  A  blanket  feels  good,  and 
sleep  comes  easily. 

MONDAY— Bishop  Stith  leads  the  9:30 
a.m.  devotional  hour,  aided  by  Chau¬ 
tauqua’s  organist,  director  of  music 
and  select  chorus  of  35.  The  order  of 
service  would  be  familiar  to  most 
Protestants,  with  responsive  readings, 


choral  responses,  and  choral  music. 

The  devotional  ends  and  Chautau¬ 
qua’s  crew  goes  into  action.  The  Am¬ 
phitheater  stag£  is  quickly  converted 
from  a  worship  setting  to  a  lecture 
hall.  The  Christian  flag  draped  conspic¬ 
uously  from  the  ceiling  during  the  de¬ 
votional  disappears  into  the  rafters, 
leaving  only  discreet  American  and 
Christian  flags  in  stands  on  either  side 
of  the  wide  stage  and  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  flag  and  flags  of  its  member  na¬ 
tions  flying  in  their  permanent  posts 
atop  the  front  of  the  auditorium.  A  few 
persons  who  attended  morning  devo- 
tionals  drift  away,  but  many  more  ar¬ 
rive  for  the  lecture.  There’s  always  a 
lot  of  coming  and  going  at  Chautauqua. 

The  week’s  lecture  series  on  the 
theme,  “Science  and  the  Environ¬ 
ment,”  begins  with  former  U.S.  Sen. 
Gaylord  Nelson  of  Wisconsin.  He  will 
be  followed  on  successive  days  by  envi¬ 
ronmentalist  Alan  Gussow,  biochemist 
Robert  F.  Weaver,  astronomer  Patrick 
Osmer  and  psychologist  Sherry  Turkle. 

Following  his  lecture,  in  Chautauqua 
tradition.  Sen.  Nelson  answers  written 
questions  handed  up  to  him  from  the 
audience  of  1,500  or  so.  Most  are 
friendly. 

Elsewhere  on  the  grounds,  Chautau-: 
qua’s  all-ages  summer  school  is  operat¬ 
ing  at  full  tilt.  Eighty-five  children  are 
registered  in  the  children’s  school, 
which  officials  emphasize  is  neither  a 
Bible  school  nor  a  day  care  center  but 
a  center  of  early  childhood  education. 

Older  children  interested  in  general 
activities  are  at  the  boys’  and  girls’ 
clubs  down  the  lake.  Specially-talented 
youth  and  young  adults  study  in  Chau¬ 
tauqua’s  separate  schools  of  music,  art, 
dance  and  theater. 

Adult  classes  study  everything  from 
conversational  French  to  computers. 

Monday  afternoon  the  first  of  five 
Department  of  Religion  lectures  for 
the  week  is  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 


neth  Van  Wyk,  for  20  years  director  of 
education  at  California’s  Crystal  Ca¬ 
thedral.  To  his  audience  of  200  or  so  in 
the  open  air  Greek-replica  Hall  of  Phi¬ 
losophy,  he  relates  his  professional 
field  to  Chautauqua’s  founding  purpose. 

The  evening’s  cultural  program  at 
the  Amphitheater  features  Chautau¬ 
qua’s  youth  symphony  and  dance  stu¬ 
dio,  made  up  of  youngsters  from  all 
over  the  country  who  audition  for  the 
right  to  study  here  for  the  summer. 

TUESDAY— Chautauqua’s  new  presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  Dan  Bratton,  makes  his 
first  major  speaking  appearance  at 
Chautauqua,  leading  the  9:30  a.m.  de¬ 
votional  hour.  During  the  week,  the 
consensus  of  sidewalk  evaluations 
seems  to  be  that  Dr.  Bratton  made  an 
impressive  start  as  a  Chautauqua 
speaker. 

The  Chautauqua  Symphony  ends  the 
day  with  its  first  of  three  concerts  this 
week  in  the  Amphitheater. 

WEDNESDAY— The  main  event  is  an 
evening’s  debate  in  the  Amphitheater 
between  a  proponent  of  the  theory  of 
evolution  and  a  proponent  of  the  theory 
of  scientific  creationism.  The  two  de¬ 
baters  essentially  talk  past  one  anoth¬ 
er.  Near  the  end  of  the  scheduled 
question  and  answer  session,  one  full- 
lunged  Chautauquan  sitting  near  the 
upper  rim  of  the  hall  hollers,  “Get 
some  qualified  speakers!”  Light  ap¬ 
plause  follows.  At  Chautauqua,  such  in¬ 
trusion  is  a  right  of  participation,  not 
an  impertinence. 

THURSDAY— Department  of  Religion 
director  the  Rev.  William  Jackson  in¬ 
troduces  Dr.  Bratton  as  the  morning 
devotional  speaker,  saying  he  is 
pleased  with  the  new  president’s  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  religious  aspects  of  Chau¬ 
tauqua. 

The  afternoon  lecturer  in  the  Chau¬ 


tauqua  Literary  and  Scientific  Circle 
series,  author  Sherry  Turkle,  speaking 
about  children  and  computers,  draws 
an  overflow  crowd  (perhaps  1,000)  to 
the  warm,  sunny  Hall  of  Philosophy.  As 
if  expanding  on  her  new  book’s  subtitle 
(“Computers  and  the  Human  Spirit”), 
she  tells  of  her  research  interview  with 
one  12-year-old  computer  expert.  "Peo¬ 
ple  are  special,”  the  child  had  told  the 
Harvard  professor,  “because  they  cook 
and  have  babies  and  take  care  of  you.  I 
guess  people  are  the  only  ones  who  will 
go  to  church.” 

FRIDAY— The  evening  provides  a  bi- 
cultural  choice:  Singer/activist  Joan 
Baez  on  the  regular  program  in  the 
Amphitheater  or  the  season’s  first  op¬ 
era,  a  reserved-seat  (special  ticket) 
performance  of  “Carmen”  in  English. 
Both  play  to  near-capacity  audiences 
(5,000  or  so  for  Baez,  1,500  for  Carmen). 

SATURDAY— A  7:30  a.m.  fire  alarm 
alerts  the  volunteer  fire  department 
and  awakens  the  community.  The  cul¬ 
prit  is  a  faulty  alarm  in  a  nearby  ele¬ 
mentary  school.  Fire  safety  is  foremost 
in  the  minds  of  everyone  at  Chautau¬ 
qua,  considering  all  its  aged  structures. 

Otherwise  it’s  the  most  relaxed  day 
of  the  week,  with  a  chamber  music  pro¬ 
gram  for  adults  at  noon,  a  one-ring  cir¬ 
cus  for  all  ages  in  the  afternoon,  and  an 
evening  symphony  program  with  TV 
entertainer  and  puppeteer  Shari  Lewis. 
Tennis  courts,  golf  course  and  the  lake 
all  get  unusually  heavy  play  on  this 
warm  day. 

SUNDAY— Services  at  the  denomina¬ 
tional  houses  open  another  week.  The 
program  theme  for  the  week  is  “Hu¬ 
manities  and  the  Arts.”  Another  theme, 
another  set  of  speakers,  another  round 
of  cultural  programs  ...  in  short,  an¬ 
other  week  at  Chautauqua. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


make  their  congregations  grow 


Black  UMC 

By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA— In  the  face  of  steady  de¬ 
cline  in  United  Methodist  Church  mem¬ 
bership,  some  30  clergy  and  lay  persons 
from  that  same  number  of  predominant¬ 
ly  black  and  growing  congregations 
across  the  nation  assembled  in  Atlanta 
recently  to  discuss  their  role  in  stem¬ 
ming  the  tide. 

With  church  growth  on  their  minds 
and  tried  and  true  methods  for  produc¬ 
ing  such  growth  in  their  hands,  partici¬ 
pants  laid  the  ground  work  July  25-27  for 
a  larger  conference  on  black  church 
growth  and  development  scheduled  for 
June  1986  in  Atlanta. 

In  a  high-spirited  address  at  the  open¬ 
ing  session,  the  Rev.  Zan  W.  Holmes  of 


leaders  tell 

St.  Luke  “Community”  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  set  the  mood. 

“Black  United  Methodists  face  the 
challenge  of  whether  we  live  or  die,” 
said  Dr.  Holmes.  “A  good  case  can  be 
made  for  the  fact  that  we  have  chosen  to 
die  because,  since  the  elimination  of  the 
Central  Jurisdiction  (1968),  our  numbers 
have  not  increased  significantly. 

"But  life  is  possible;  we  have  seen 
signs  of  growth.  Therefore  we  have  as¬ 
sembled  people  from  some  of  the  grow¬ 
ing,  vibrant  churches  to  determine  if 
what  they  are  doing  can  enable  others  to 
experience  vibrant  church  life  and 
growth,”  he  continued. 

“We  want  to  package  it  and  share  it 
with  other  blacks  and  the  whole  church. 
What  we  have  is  not  only  good  for  us,  but 


what  helps 

it  is  good  for  the  entire  United  Methodist 
Church.  Growing  churches  have  learned 
how  to  be  black  and  Methodist,  too.  The 
two  look  and  feel  good  together  and  are 
good  for  the  larger  United  Methodist 
Church,”  he  said. 

Learning  experiences  shared 

The  idea  for  this  planning  session  as 
well  as  for  next  June’s  conference 
sprang  from  Dr.  Holmes.  He  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  visiting  with  and  sharing 
ideas  with  the  Rev.  Walter  L.  Kim¬ 
brough  and  laypersons  from  the  1,600- 
member  Cascade  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta  had  been  a  learning 
experience  for  him  as  well  as  for  his 
1,000-member  congregation.  In  1982  and 
1983  congregation  members,  choirs  and 


pastors  from  both  churches  took  turns 
visiting  one  another  for  annual  revival 
weeks. 

“St.  Luke  benefitted  from  those  expe¬ 
riences,  and  I  learned  that  congregations 
can  share  with  each  other.  I  wanted  to 
expand  this  exchange  of  ideas  and  I 
shared  my  thoughts  with  others  includ¬ 
ing  Dr.  Kimbrough,  the  Rev.  Cornelius  L. 
Henderson  of  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta  and  Dr.  Major  Jones 
(immediate  past-president  of  UM-relat- 
ed  Gammon  Theological  Seminary).” 

With  $5,000  grants  from  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
and  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
the  concerned  ministers  met  periodical¬ 
ly  to  design  the  planning  conference  and 
execute  it.  They  also  selected  a  mixture 
of  male  and  female,  lay  and  clergy  per¬ 
sons  from  growing  churches  of  all  sizes 
as  conference  participants. 

Sense  of  urgency  evident 

A  sense  of  urgency  permeated  the 
two-and-a-half  day  event  and  prevented 
it  from  being  a  brag  session.  Partici¬ 
pants  in  day-long  workshops  shaped  var¬ 
ious  methods  for  growth  into  eight 
models  such  as  “Making  Disciples”  and 
“Developing  Dynamic  Worship.”  Those 
will  be  presented  at  next  June’s  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Rev.  Martin  G.  McCain  of  Barnes 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Indianapolis 
led  a  workshop  on  stewardship.  He  told 
how  he  is  “making  great  strides”  to  de¬ 
velop  his  534-member  congregation  into 
a  giving  church. 

"One  major  dilemma  we  found  was 
that  stewardship  was  not  taught  in  the 
early  years  of  Christian  training.  For 
years  Barnes  UMC  and  many  other 
black  churches  relied  on  fish  fries,  chick¬ 
en  dinners  and  bake  sales  to  make  ends 
meet.  People  want  ‘baptism’  but  not 
baptism  of  their  resources,  such  as -time 
and  money,”  he  explained 


To  re-educate  his  congregation  Mr. 
McCain  began  to  provide  church  mem¬ 
bers  with  written  information  on  the 
church’s  finances,  reduce  food  fund  rais¬ 
ers  to  annual  events,  and  teach  a  system¬ 
atic  approach  to  giving. 

“I  found  the  education  task  hard  and 
lengthy  but  a  must.  Most  of  all,  we  must 
educate  our  congregations  in  the  biblical 
principles  of  giving.” 

Top  musicians  said  essential 

A  well  trained  musician  or  musical 
staff  is  essential  for  a  growing  church, 
said  Cynthia  Felder,  laywoman  and  di¬ 
rector  of  music  at  100-member  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Arlington, 
Texas. 

In  a  workshop  on  “Developing  Dynam¬ 
ic  Worship”  Ms.  Felder  told  the  group, 
"Music  in  the  black  church  is  first  and 
foremost.  We  must  recognize  it  as  an  im¬ 
portant  means  of  communication  and 
seek  qualified,  well  trained  musicians. 

“We’ve  been  fooling  ourselves  if  we 
say  that  the  pastor  and  stewardship  are 
all  there  is  to  church,”  said  Mrs.  Felder, 
who  also  is  the  lead  singer  for  “Joy,”  a 
national  gospel  group.  “Show  me  a  church 
that  is  not  singing  and  I’ll  show  you  a 
dying  church. 

“Every  black  United  Methodist 
Church  does  not  have  to  sing  gospel. 
Each  church  should  try  to  find  the  right 
type  of  music  for  its  interest;  if  not  it 
will  die.” 

New  member  training  stresssed 

Leading  a  workshop  on  “Making  Disci¬ 
ples,”  Dr.  Henderson  of  Atlanta’s  3,900- 
member  Ben  Hill  UMC  stressed 
new-member  orientation,  training  and 
assimilation. 

“The  goal  is  to  provide  the  training, 
the  setting,  the  atmosphere  and  the  prop¬ 
er  climate  for  church  members  to  ma¬ 
ture  and  grow  into  intelligent,  effective 
and  faithful  followers,  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  said. 


“In  order  to  do  this  at  Ben  Hill  all  new 
members  must  go  through  the  four  Sun¬ 
day  membership  classes  before  they  are 
considered  full  members.  Also,  each 
member  is  given  a  copy  of  the  church 
manual  and  urged  to  buy  a  copy  of  the 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  and 
read  it.” 

Dr.  Henderson  also  expressed  appreci¬ 
ation  for  the  numerous  modes  for  church 
growth  presented  at  the  conference  by 
saying,  “If  we  want  to  cut  off  the  mem¬ 
bership  decline  we  must  go  out  and 
make  disciples.  It  is  really  not  a  matter 
of  which  hymns  we  sing  or  how  we 
preach.  It’s  not  where  we  get  them  or 
when,  but  that  we  must  get  them  and 
thank  God  for  the  variety  of  approach¬ 
es.” 

Caution  urged 
on  Nicaragua 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK-Five  United  Methodist 
bishops,  including  three  who  visited  Nic¬ 
aragua  early  this  year,  were  among  a 
large  number  of  religious  leaders  releas¬ 
ing  a  statement  July  31  urging  the  Rea¬ 
gan  administration  to  use  restraint  and 
understanding  regarding  Nicaragua. 

Pointing  to  American  frustrations  re¬ 
lated  to  events  in  Lebanon  and  El  Salva¬ 
dor,  the  leaders  criticized  “tough  talk” 
by  the  administration  which  is  “seeking 
to  soften  American  opposition  to  sea  and 
air  strikes  against  Nicaragua.” 

Signing  the  statement  were  United 
Methodist  Bishops  C.P.  Minnick  Jr.,  Ra¬ 
leigh,  N.C. ;  Ernest  P.  Dixon,  San  Antonio, 
Texas;  and  Kenneth  W.  Hicks,  Topeka, 
Kan.,  who  were  members  of  a  team  sent 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  Nicaragua 
Jan.  14-19,  and  Bishops  Joseph  H.  Yeakel 
of  Washington  and  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  of 
San  Francisco. 
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Thanks  to  Agency  Service! 


When  you  let  professionals  who  know  the  United  Methodist 
Church  help  you  design  and  produce  your  development  and  pro¬ 
motion  campaigns  this  fall,  you'll  be  well  on  your  way  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  program.  Our  staff  has  several  decades  of  professional 


experience  producing  campaigns  in  all  media  (print,  film,  sound, 
and  video  tape)  in  advertising  agencies  and  in  the  Church. 

Because  we're  a  part  of  the  Church  we  can  work  within  your 
budget,  providing  more  for  less. 


Agency  Service  PO  Box  660275 
(214)630-6495  Dallas,  Texas  75266 

A  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council 


Write  or  call  today: 

Don  Small,  Kathy  Klimpel,  Ty  Curtis,  Jack  McGee 
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Clerical  Training 
Program  for  Clergy 

East  Louisiana  State  Hospital,  Jackson  is  offering  a  clinical  Training  Pro¬ 
gram  for  clergypersons  and  other  concerned  people.  This  course  is  accredited 
by  the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  The  fall  semester  of  sixteen 
(16)  Mondays  will  be  devoted  to  substance  abuse,  the  addictive  personality,  and 
the  twelve  (12)  core  functions  of  counseling  from  a  chemical  dependency  point 
of  view  Seminary  credit  and  C.E.U.s  are  provided 

Anyone  interested  should  contact  Rev  Walter  C.  Worthy,  Clinical  Supervisor 
and  Clinical  Chaplain  III  at  the  hospital.  Phone:  (504)  634-2651  extension  255  by 
August  19th.  Classes  begin  August  26th 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘From  E.  Campbell’ 


Ernest  Campbell’s  "Notebook”  is 
helpful  reading  for  all  pastors.  (P.O. 
Box  7.  New  York,  NY  10033  -  $8  usu¬ 
ally) 

In  the  current  issue  he  stimulates 
us  with  the  following: 

"He’s  so  slow  it  takes  him  an  hour 
and  a  half  to  watch  ‘Sixty  Minutes.’  ” 

“Freedom  of  choice  is  what  we 
have.  Freedom  from  choice  is  what 
we  want.” 

Layman  to  pastor  as  they  watch 
sanctuary  burn.  “The  church  is  not 
burning,  the  building  is.” 

"Some  preachers  are  like  profes¬ 
sional  knife  throwers  —  they  aim  to 
miss.” 

“In  the  beginning,  woman  came 
from  man.  But  now,  there  is  not  a 
man  alive  who  did  not  come  from  a 
woman.” 

"As  exciting  as  playing  slow-pitch 
with  a  beach  ball.” 

Dr.  Campbell  believes  the  Affirma¬ 
tion  of  Faith  should  follow  the  sermon 
and  he  quotes  one  used  by  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Plymouth, 
Michigan. 


“We  believe  that  God  created  and 
is  still  creating  and  that  we  are  called 
to  join  in  this  creation. 

We  believe  that  God  does  not  love 
us  because  Christ  died  for  us  but  that 
Christ  died  for  us  because  God  loved 
us. 

We  believe  that  God’s  Holy  Spirit 
of  love  still  sets  people  free  and  that 
God  calls  us  to  help  in  this  task  of  lib¬ 
eration. 

We  believe  that  the  church  is  a 
chosen  people,  not  chosen  for  its  own 
sake,  but  to  be  a  servant  of  God  for 
the  sake  of  the  world. 

We  believe  that  God’s  love  is  un¬ 
failing,  and  so  we  approach  the  future 
with  confidence.  Amen.” 

Billye  always  reminds  me,  “Don’t 
make  your  column  too  long.  It’s  good 
advice  for  all  preachers  who  write 
weekly  columns.  Most  of  them  are 
much  too  long. 

I  hope  this  one  isn’t. 


Persons  Churches  And  Events 


The  children  of  the  Dubach  United 
Methodist  Church  Vacation  Church 
School,  (right),  were  thrilled  when 
Smokey  The  Bear  came  into  their 
opening  session  to  tell  them  about  fire 
prevention  and  to  give  them  badges. 
There  were  32  children  enrolled  in  the 
school  with  an  average  attendance  of 
26.  Mrs.  Mary  Sue  Smith  was  the 
director. 

The  youth  of  Wilhite  UMC,  Monroe, 
have  repainted  the  church  sign,  indi¬ 
cating  its  founding  in  1891.  Rev.  E. 
Benjamin  Fant  is  pastor. 

Claiborne  UMC,  Monroe,  has  begun 
a  new  Bible  study  on  Wednesday 
nights  about  the  letters  of  Paul.  The 
study  encourages  the  use  of  many  Bi¬ 
ble  translations.  Rev.  E.  Benjamin 
Fant  is  the  teacher. 

*  •  • 

The  Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches, 
Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  June 
25-29.  An  annual  State  Rally  was  held 
June  14;  and  the  119th  Church  Anni¬ 
versary  will  be  held  August  18  at  4:00 
p.m.  The  Rev.  L.  Augustine  III  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  • 

Promotion  Sunday  at  St.  Mark’s 
UMC,  New  Orleans,  will  be  August 
25.  Attendance  pins  and  promotion 
certificates  will  be  awarded.  Several 
new  teachers  will  begin  teaching  the 
first  Sunday  in  September. 

A  new  Sunday  School  class  began 
at  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport.  The  class, 
taught  by  Chris  Middleton,  is  for  col¬ 
lege  students  only.  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Simmons  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Francis  Asbury  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  is  holding  revival  each  Sunday 
in  August.  The  theme,  “Renewing  the 
Vision,’’  is  being  taught  by  Rev. 
Kathy  Henderson. 

*  •  * 

The  youth  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  recently  held  an  overnight 
“lock-in”  at  the  church.  Twenty-six 
youth  and  their  counselors  attended. 
The  event  included  many  fun  activi¬ 
ties  such  as  a  scavenger  hunt.  Rev. 
Deborah  Drash  is  pastor. 


A  new  church  school  class,  “New 
Beginnings”  has  begun  at  University 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge  every  Sunday. 
The  class  is  for  couples  who  have 
been  married  in  the  last  few  years. 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Springhill  UMC  held  a  Hymnal  ded¬ 
ication  Service  on  August  4th.  The 
morning  service  was  celebrated  with 
singing  from  the  new  hymnal  “Hymns 
For  The  Family  of  God.” 

•  •  • 

The  Senior  UM  youth  of  FUMC, 
Amite  are  meeting  every  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon  for  Bible  Study.  The  study  is 
a  part  of  “Serendipity  Group  Bible 
Study.” 

•  •  • 

A  young  Adult  Bible  Study  has  been 
formed  at  Mangum  Memorial  UMC, 
Shreveport.  The  study  is  for  college 
aged  adults.  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of 
Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  had  a  men's 
breakfast  on  August  4th.  The  Rev. 
Larry  Stafford  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Mary  Winans  Wall  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Clinton  had  an 
exciting  Pentecost  Sunday  recently 
when  28  persons  were  added  to  the 
rolls  of  the  church.  That  day,  the 
membership  increased  by  10%  and 
these  new  members  are  equal  to  1%  of 
the  entire  population  of  the  town  of 
Clinton.  These  persons  —  children, 
youth  and  adults  —  became  members 
of  the  church  as  a  culmination  of  an 
international  visitation  by  the  church 
membership. 


Black  Youth  Convocation  Planned 


A  convocation  for  black  youth  and 
young  adults  of  the  Southeastern  and 
South  Central  Jurisdictions  will  be  held, 
Friday,  August  30th-Monday,  September 
2nd  at  Gulfside  Assembly  in  Waveland, 
Mississippi. 

The  theme  of  this  convocation  will  be, 
“A  Time  of  Renewal  and  Rededication.” 
The  convocation  will  be  enhanced  by 
youth  and  young  adults  participating  and 
being  a  part  of  leadership  development, 
Bible  study,  spiritual  renewal  and  Chris- 


Campus  Ministry  Sunday  Is  August  25 


The  People  Had 
A  Mind  To  Work 


By  the  time  you  are  reading  this,  Mitt 
and  Henrietta  Raiford  will  be  in  their 
new  home.  What  is  so  miraculous?  On 
June  11,  the  Raiford’s  100  year  old  home 
burned  to  the  ground,  and  with  it,  their 
savings.  Because  the  house  was  so  old, 
they  could  only  get  $5,000  worth  of  insur¬ 
ance  on  it.  Once  they  decided  what  they 
wanted  to  do,  things  began  to  happen.  At 
a  June  20th  meeting  of  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Council  of  Lee’s  Landing  Church,  it 
was  voted  to  make  $3,000.00  available  to 
the  Raiford’s  for  rebuilding,  and  Dennis 
and  Arthur  Norred  were  asked  to  be  in 
charge  of  the  re-building  process.  On 
Sunday,  June  23,  Dennis  Norred  sat  down 
with  the  Raiford’s  to  see  what  they 
wanted,  drew  the  plans,  and  ordered  the 
materials.  The  blocks  were  laid  for  the 
foundation  on  Wednesday,  June  26,  the 


nailing  of  wood  began  on  Thursday.  June 
27.  Consider  the  July  4  holiday  and  a  rain 
delay  of  delivery  on  materials,  and  you 
have  a  beautiful  new  home  completed  in 
two  weeks  time  with  volunteer  labor  and 
the  women  of  the  church  furnishing  a 
noon  meal  each  day. 

This  is  only  half  of  the  story.  The  Rai- 
fords  had  received  $9,000  in  donations 
from  churches,  organizations  and  indi¬ 
viduals.  Then  on  Saturday.  July  13,  at  the 
celebration  of  their  golden  anniversary, 
they  received  over  $2,000  on  a  beautiful 
money  tree. 

So  many  people  have  given  of  their 
time,  ability  and  money  in  achieving  this 
goal  because  the  people  had  a  mind  to 
work.  Rev.  Bill  Eubanks  is  pastor  at 
Lee’s  Landing. 


While  most  University  Campuses  are 
quiet  now,  they  are  preparing  for  the 
thousands  of  students  who  will  soon  be 
descending  upon  the  numerous  campuses 
around  our  state.  In  addition  to  our  own 
colleges  of  Centenary  and  Dillard,  there 
are  11  full-time  campus  ministers  at  the 
Louisiana  Universities.  Each  local 
church  is  asked  to  set  aside  Sunday,  Au¬ 
gust  25th,  as  Campus  Ministry  Sunday. 
Check  with  your  local  campus  ministry 
for  the  times  of  their  particular  “Open 
House.” 

You  can  help  make  this  a  great  begin¬ 
ning  for  your  church  and  the  numerous 
students  who  will  be  away  from  home 
and  in  your  community  this  year  by  do¬ 
ing  the  following: 

1)  Recognizing  the  college  students, 
faculty,  and  staff,  and  welcoming  them 
to  your  community  and  your  church. 

2)  Inform  them  of  Sunday  School 
classes. 

3)  Inform  your  greeters  and  ushers  to 
watch  for  these  new  people  for  the  first 
three  weeks  of  the  semester. 

4)  Give  the  students  information 
about  the  local  campus  ministry.  (You 
may  obtain  this  from  your  local  campus 
minister.) 

5)  Students  really  appreciate  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  participate  in  the  life  of  the  lo¬ 


cal  church.  There  are  many  thousands  of 
international  students  who  would  love  to 
have  a  host  family  to  visit  on  special  oc¬ 
casions  during  the  semester.  Both  host 
family  and  students  will  be  enriched  by 
this  experience.  Contact  either  your 
campus  minister  or  the  international 
student  office. 

6)  Send  a  list  of  all  your  students  to 
your  local  campus  minister.  Please  indi¬ 
cate  where  they  live.  If  they  don’t  attend 
the  local  campus,  the  campus  minister 
will  forward  the  address  to  the  proper 
campus  minister. 

7)  Keep  in  touch  with  your  local  cam¬ 
pus  minister  because  he-she  is  represent¬ 
ing  your  church  and  is  involved  in 
proclaiming  the  Gospel  message  in  the 
midst  of  the  academic  community. 

In  conclusion,  your  campus  minister 
and  your  state-wide  campus  ministries 
need  your  prayers,  your  presence,  your 
gifts,  and  your  service,  to  carry  on  this 
important  evangelism.  All  campus  min¬ 
isters  are  reminded  that  John  Wesley 
was  a  campus  minister.  The  Methodist 
Church  had  its  beginnings  on  the  campus 
at  Oxford  with  Charles  and  John  on  the 
Holy  Gub.  “Those  Methodists”  became 
the  Methodist  Societies  that  have  become 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  which 
we  are  all  a  part. 
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Seventh  Month  Financial  Report 

1985 

1984 

Fund 

Apportioned 

Received  percent 

percent 

4300 

Pension  (Dec.)  . 

701,021.00 

410,820.74 

58.60 

57.97 

4400 

D.S.Fund  . 

525,760.00 

322,812.97 

61.40 

56.72 

4500 

Episcopal  FD  . 

98.155.00 

64,268.37 

65.48 

59.19 

4600 

Equit.  Salary  . 

30,047.00 

20,372.23 

67.80 

64.23 

4700 

Temp.  Gen.  Aid  . 

10,022.00 

6,276.18 

62.62 

58.94 

4900 

Interdenom.  FD  . 

18,726.00 

9,442.52 

50.42 

46.30 

5000 

Gen.  Adm  Fund  . 

50,085  00 

28,604.78 

57.11 

53.47 

.  5100 

Jud.  Adm.  Fund  . 

19,036.00 

11,076.46 

58.19 

56.82 

5200 

La.  Conf.  Adm . 

425,631.00 

211,696.38 

49. 74 

46.29 

5500 

World  Service  . 

721,071.00 

358.691.54 

49  74 

45.90 

5600 

Min.  Ed  Fund  . 

260,375.00 

115,373.18 

44.31 

40.62 

5700 

Black  College  . 

121,183.00 

51,256.56 

42.30 

40.67 

5800 

Missional  PR  . 

100,148.00 

42,433.96 

42.37 

42.23 

5910 

SCJ  Sem.  Fund  . 

110,159  00 

44,190.93 

40.12 

5920 

Lydia  Patt.  FD  . 

29,036.00 

12,622.10 

43.47 

6000 

Gen.  Adv.  Spec . 

98,367.99 

6100 

Youth  Ser.  FD  . 

1,682.47 

6201 

One  Great  Hour  . 

34,792.42 

6202 

World  Comm.  Fund 

813.12 

6203 

Student  Day  . 

1,086.10 

6204 

Human  Rel.  Day  . 

8.161.39 

6300 

CH.  Ed.  Sunday  . 

372.75 

6400 

Min.  Emerg.  Fund  .... 

4,311.20 

6500 

Conf.  Specials  . 

223,714.29 

6600 

Centenary  . 

485,701.00 

180,332.33 

37.13 

38.21 

6700 

Wesley  FD . 

444,656.00 

169,645.32 

38.15 

38.01 

6800 

Dillard  Unv . 

53.082.00 

23,461.82 

44.20 

39.47 

6900 

Church  Ext.  FD . 

480,705.00 

159,449.76 

33.17 

32.25 

7000 

La.  Intch.  Conf . 

25.033.00 

10,573.39 

42.24 

42.12 

Total 

4,709,632.00 

2,626,703.25 

45.81 

47.85 

(Provided  by:  Nanci  Youngblood  —  Accounts  Receivable, 

Conference  Fi- 

nance  Office). 

Christian  Fellowship  Camp 

The  first  Christian  Fellowship  Camp  will  take  place  August  19-21.  The 
site  will  be  Camp  Beauregard  in  Pineville.  Each  Boy  Scout  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  meet  many  of  the  requirements  for  the  God  and  Country  Award. 
Instruction  for  other  religious  awards  will  also  be  available.  Boy  Scouts  from 
across  Louisiana  are  invited  to  participate.  The  cost  is  $12.00  per  Scout  which 
includes  meals  and  housing  in  Camp  Beauregard  facilities. 

For  further  information  contact:  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  Pastor,  Newman- 
St.  Mark  UMC’s,  P.  O.  Box  1866,  Alexandria,  La.  71301. 


Dr.  Orr  To  Lead 
Church  Growth  Conference 


tian  response  to  current  topics  with  par¬ 
ticular  reference  to  the  history  of  blacks 
in  Methodism. 

The  convocation,  which  begins  at  noon 
on  August  30th  will  cost  $75.00  per  person 
and  includes  meals,  housing  and  ma¬ 
terials.  More  information  regarding  this 
convocation  can  be  received  by  contact¬ 
ing  Dr.  Warren  G.  Booker,  Jr.,  Gulfside 
Assembly,  P.  O.  Box  27,  Waveland,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  39576. 


Simmons  Fills  r 
Position  At 
Centenary 
College 

Mark  W.  Simmons  has  been  named  Di¬ 
rector  of  Church  Relations  at  Centenary 
College.  The  announcement  was  made 
recently  by  Dr.  Darrell  Loyless,  vice 
president  of  the  college. 

Simmons  holds  a  B.S.  degree  in  busi¬ 
ness  administration  from  Louisiana 
Tech  University. 

As  director  of  church  relations  at  Cen¬ 
tenary,  Simmons  will  serve  as  the  liaison 
between  the  college  and  the  Methodist 
Church,  co-ordinating  educational  pro¬ 
grams  for  ministers  and  lay  people,  de¬ 
veloping  scholarships,  and  recruiting 
students. 


Mark  W.  Simmons 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70802 


Dr.  Robert  Orr  will  be  in  Louisiana  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Al¬ 
exandria  to  lead  a  Church  Growth  Con¬ 
ference  on  September  10th  from  8:30 
a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  This  conference  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Conference  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship.  All  pastors  are  encouraged  to 
attend  with  at  least  one  key  lay  person. 
The  cost  is  $20  per  church  plus  $7.50  for 
each  participant  to  cover  the  cost  of  a 
workbook. 

Dr.  Orr  is  Vice  President  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  for  American  Church  Growth  in 
charge  of  seminars  and  professional 
training.  He  was  formerly  the  Director 
of  the  Canadian  Branch  of  the  Institute 
and  prior  to  that  served  as  pastor  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Winnipeg.  Bob  is  a 
keen  leader  and  practitioner  in  the  field 
of  church  growth  putting  him  in  high  de¬ 
mand  as  a  church  Consultant,  guest 
speaker,  and  seminar  leader. 

Dr.  Orr  is  a  graduate  of  Winnipeg 
Theological  Seminary.  Prior  to  receiving 
his  M.A.,  he  attended  the  University  of 
Manitoba  and  received  his  B.R.E.  from 
Emmaus  Bible  College. 

Dr.  Orr  has  developed  a  series  of  three 
growth  task  force  study  manuals  on  “As¬ 
similating  New  Members,”  "Spiritual 
Gifts  and  The  Growing  Church,”  and 

—  Death  — 

Stella  Bonner  Johns,  spouse  of  the  late 
Rev.  Henry  S.  Johns,  died  July  24  in  War¬ 
saw,  Virginia.  She  was  101,  a  native  of 
Angelina  County,  Texas  and  resident  of 
Montross,  Virginia.  Religious  services  at 
FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  Gilbert  Wade.  She  is  survived  by  a 
daughter,  Mary  Bonner  Johns  Duggan, 
Montross. 


IKTmmmm 

Dr.  Robert  Orr 

“Master  Planning  for  Church  Growth." 
Presently  he  is  working  closely  with  a 
number  of  churches  in  a  special  two- 
year  emphasis  in  a  systematic  applica¬ 
tion  of  long-term  church  growth 
principles. 

Each  church  is  encouraged  to  prere¬ 
gister  so  that  adequate  facilities  can  be 
arranged.  Please  send  your  $20  registra¬ 
tion  fee  plus  the  names  of  those  attending 
to:  John  Sewell,  1255  Camelia,  Baker, 
La.  70714. 


Last  Reminder 

A  Sunday  School  Growth  and  Renewal 
Workshop  will  be  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  on 
August  24th  from  9:30  a.m.  until  4: 
p.m.  This  special  event  is  designed 
give  an  opportunity  to  develop  a  plan  for 
Sunday  school  growth  and  revitalization 
in  local  churches.  To  register  call  Cokes- 
bury  Educational  Services,  1-800/672- 
1789.  Cost  is  $20.00  per  person. 
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Editorials- 


Can  we  be  grateful  for  ‘the  bomb’? 


The  40th  anniversary  this  week  of  Ja¬ 
pan’s  surrender,  VJ  Day,  will  have 
prompted  poignant  memories  for  some 
of  World  War  U’s  end. 

For  those  who  were  not  alive  at  the 
time,  and  perhaps  even  many  who  were, 
the  anniversary  is  likely  to  have  passed 
with  little  notice. 

Nevertheless,  VJ  Day  has  ongoing  sig¬ 
nificance  for  all  of  us.  That’s  primarily 
because  of  events  earlier  in  August  1945 
that  led  directly  to  Japan’s  surrender— 
the  atomic  bombing  of  Hiroshima  and, 
three  days  later,  of  Nagasaki.  Thus,  the 
end  of  the  war  marked  the  beginning  of  a 
new  and  perilous  age  in  human  history. 

If  a  nuclear  weapon  is  ever  again  used, 
it  and  the  ones  that  would  surely  follow 
could  well  mark  the  end  of  that  history. 

Even  though  it  brought  an  end  to  the 
war— and  perhaps  saved  further  loss  of 
life  in  protracted  fighting— we  are  reluc¬ 
tant  to  assign  positive  value  to  the  use  of 
the  bomb.  Some  would  even  say  that  do¬ 
ing  so  would  be  blasphemous  in  light  of 
the  incredible  suffering  it  caused  and 
continues  to  cause  for  its  victims. 

But  in  one  sense  we  should  be  grateful 
for  what  happened  40  years  ago.  The 
dropping  of  atomic  bombs  was  a  sober¬ 
ing  preview  of  nuclear  force  and  the  ca¬ 
tastrophic  fate  that  could  await  the  earth 
if  that  force  is  not  brought  under  control. 

Without  that  awful  object  lesson  ending 
World  War  H,  the  world's  people  likely 
could  have  remained  unaware  of  the  awe 
some  destructive  power  now  in  the  hands 
of  at  least  five  nations.  Growing  awareness 
of  that  power,  due  in  part  to  the  testimony 
of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  survivors,  has 
been  a  likely  factor  in  preventing  a  fatal 
exchange  of  nuclear  weapons,  ending  not 


just  a  war  but  all  human  life. 

Mere  awareness  of  that  destructive 
power,  however,  is  no  guarantee  that  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  will  never  be  used  again. 
Among  other  things,  the  reality  of  hu¬ 
man  sin  makes  possible  the  potential  use 
of  those  weapons  despite  the  best  inten¬ 
tions  of  those  who  control  them. 

For  example,  as  long  as  we  as  individ¬ 
uals  and  as  nations  remain  unreconciled 
to  each  other  and  to  God,  the  possibility 
for  striking  out  at  our  enemies  with  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  remains  a  real  and  pre¬ 
sent  danger. 

Out  of  love  for  God  and  our  fellow  hu¬ 
man  beings,  those  of  us  in  the  church 
therefore  need  to  be  relentless  in  urging 
people  to  remember,  with  a  resolve  nev¬ 
er  to  repeat,  what  happened  40  years  ago 
in  Japan.  The  following  are  basic  actions 
we  should  take: 

•We  must  speak  loudly,  clearly  and 
frequently  about  the. planet-threatening 
peril  posed  by  nuclear  weapons  and  how 
inconsistent  that  peril  is  with  God’s  will 
for  human  life. 

•We  should  regularly  call  upon  all 
governments  to  renounce  the  use  and 
further  development  of  nuclear  weapons 
for  the  sake,  not  only  of  ourselves,  but  of 
generations  yet  unborn. 

•  At  the  heart  of  our  message  should 
always  be  the  call  to  each  person  to  re¬ 
pent  of  the  sin  that  keeps  us  from  living 
in  peace  with  ourselves  and  our  brothers 
and  sisters  on  earth. 

•And  we  should  include  in  all  future 
anniversaries  of  the  war’s  end  a  prayer 
of  thanksgiving  and  a  solemn  pledge  of 
commitment  that  the  last  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  to  be  used  were  in  August  1945. 
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Here  I  Stand 


It’s  time  Christians  quit  tossing  labels  around 


By  EMERSON  S.  COLAW 

The  July  8  Minneapolis  Star  Tribune 
carried  a  commentary  by  Michael  No¬ 
vak  headlined  "Religious  Left  Deserv- 
ingly  Fades  Into  Irrelevance.” 

I’m  aware  that  editors  give  head¬ 
lines  to  news  reports  and  columns.  A  col¬ 
umnist  may  appear  in  a  number  of  pa¬ 
pers,  and  the  headline  will  vary  widely. 

In  this  case,  however,  the  headline 
was  an  accurate  summary  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  column.  Mr.  Novak  had 
identified  some  people  and  the  causes 
they  espoused  and  concluded  they  were 
now  irrelevant  on  the  American  scene. 

As  I  read  Mr.  Novak’s  article,  I  had 
ambivalent  feelings.  He  had  placed  a 
label  on  some  rather  prominent  people 
with  whom  he  was  in  disagreement. 

I  wondered  if  any  of  us  wish  to  be  la¬ 
beled  by  others.  I  think  of  myself  as 
“moderate,”  “middle-of-the-road.” 
(Don’t  most  of  us!) 

Labeler  determines  label 

Labels  are  usually  in  the  eye  of  the 
beholder.  If  I  am  to  the  left  of  where 
you  are,  I  am  a  liberal.  If  I  am  to  the 
right,  then  I  am  a  conservative. 

I’m  not  too  sure  that  all  this  talk  of 
religious  left  and  religious  right  means 
very  much. 

The  Southern  Baptists  recently  had  a 
big  fracas  (according  to  the  press)  over 
whether  a  “liberal”  or  a  “fundamental¬ 
ist”  would  be  their  president.  From  the 
point  of  view  of  most  mainline  denomi¬ 
nations,  both  would  be  “conservative.” 


We  love  to  put  labels  on  each  other 
so  we  know  who  it  is  we  are  to  oppose 
or  support. 

United  Methodists  (a  large,  pluralis¬ 
tic  denomination)  are  expert  at  that. 
We  say,  "That  person  is  an  ‘evangeli¬ 
cal.’  ”  But  I  thought  all  Christians  are 
to  be  evangelical. 

We  point  toward 
another  and  say, 

“That  person  is  just 
a  tired,  old  ‘liber¬ 
al.’”  But  if  liberal 
means  being  open  to 
truth  and  having  a 
concern  for  justice, 
aren’t  all  Christians 
to  be  liberal? 

I  believe  it  was  C.  S.  Lewis  who  once 
said  that  a  favorite  trick  of  the  devil 
was  to  get  Christians  arguing  theology 
and  putting  labels  on  each  other.  Soon 
they  would  be  so  consumed  by  this  ef¬ 
fort  that  they  would  no  longer  have 
time  to  fight  “the  world,  the  flesh  and 
the  devil.” 

As  long  as  human  nature  prevails, 
we  will  have  differences  in  the  way  we 
perceive  and  express  truth.  I’m  not 
sure  one  way  is  more  right  than  anoth¬ 
er.  It  is  a  reflection  of  the  variables  of 
life. 

Christians  belong  to  one  family 

Remember,  anyone  who  names  the 
name  of  Christ  as  Lord  is  a  brother  or  a 
sister  in  the  Christian  faith.  We  belong 
to  each  other.  There  are  enemies 


enough  to  go  around  without  wasting 
our  spiritual  energies  fighting  each 
other. 

“Liberal,”  “conservative,”  “evan¬ 
gelical,”  "neoconservative”— I’ve  been 
called  all  of  these.  I’m  not  sure  any  of 
them  apply. 

I  received  a  letter  the  other  day 
from  a  colleague  expressing  concern 
that  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  was  polarizing 
over  issues  — between  “liberal”  and 
"conservative.”  I’m  not  too  sure  that  is 
happening. 

Of  course,  if  you  put  50  people  in  a 
room,  there  will  be  differences.  You 
won’t  get  them  to  agree  on  much  of 
anything. 

Our  experiences  differ.  We  aren’t  all 
committed  to  the  same  issue.  Some 
things  of  vital  interest  to  me  warrant 
only  mild  attention  from  others. 

But  love  for  the  church,  devotion  to 
Christ  and  a  commitment  that  every 
person  should  experience  life  in  its  full¬ 
ness  are  of  concern  to  all  the  bishops— 
and  to  every  Christian. 

Forget  labels 

Perhaps  it  is  time  to  quit  tossing  la¬ 
bels  around.  Since  few  of  us  are  com¬ 
fortable  with  all  the  labels  others  put 
on  us,  should  we  assume  they  are  any 
more  comfortable  with  what  we  put  on 
them?  I  doubt  it. 

I  am  "evangelical.”  I  believe  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  good  news! 

I  am  “conservative,”  for  I  believe 


there  are  truths  from  our  Judaeo- 
Christian  tradition  that  must  be  con¬ 
served. 

I  am  “liberal,”  for  I  do  not  believe 
any  one  denomination  nor  theological 
system  has  all  the  truth,  and  I  must  be 
open  to  truth  as  God  reveals  it  to  me, 
regardless  of  the  source. 

I  am  a  "neoconservative,”  for  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  can  be  open  to  truth  and  still  be 
committed  to  conserving  the  best  of  the 
past. 

Forget  the  labels.  There  is  good  news 
that  must  be  proclaimed.  Work  at  that. 

There  are  evils  that  need  to  be  de¬ 
stroyed.  Work  at  that. 

There  are  all  sorts  of  Christian  truth 
and  experiences  to  be  discovered.  Work 
at  that. 

If  we  do,  there  will  be  little  time  left 
for  labeling  and  fighting  each  other  in 
the  household  of  faith.  At  least  that  is  the 
way  I  see  it. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw, 
is  episcopal  leader  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  Minnesota  Area.  His  article  has 
been  reprinted  by  permission  of  the 
Reporter's  Minnesota  conference  edi¬ 
tion. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Peace  efforts  need  duel  emphasis  Does  mission  society  resemble  killer  bees? 

The  recent  World  Methodist  Deace  of  the  British  Methodist  Church,  stronelv  *  _  — 


The  recent  World  Methodist  peace 
conference  was  an  appropriate  and 
timely,  if  perhaps  unintended,  response 
to  the  40th  anniversary  of  World  War  II’s 
end,  including  the  atomic  bombing  of  Hi¬ 
roshima  and  Nagasaki  (see  UMR,  Aug.  9 
and  preceding  editorial). 

Among  other  things,  conference 
speakers  offered  a  sound  theological  ra¬ 
tionale  for  Christian  peace  efforts  that 
calls  for  an  emphasis  on  both  personal 
salvation  and  social  redemption. 

•Australian  Methodist  evangelist  Alan 
Walker  said  in  his  keynote  speech  that 
“peace  with  God”  and  a  concern  for  world 
peace  can  and  should  exist  together. 

We  agree.  Too  often  we  Christians  are 
made  to  feel  that  concerns  for  personal 
salvation  or  active  expressions  of  the 
“social  gospel”  are  mutually  exclusive. 
As  a  result,  many  sincere  Christians 
have  found  it  difficult  to  express  both 
concerns  at  the  same  time,  often  out  of 
fear  that  they  would  be  discredited  or 
dismissed  by  those  favoring  one  extreme 
view  over  the  other. 

Dr.  Walker  rightly  stressed,  however, 
that  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
prince  of  peace  and  to  peacemaking  can 
and  should  go  hand-in-hand. 

•  The  Rev.  Kenneth  Greet,  former  head 

Welcome  to  readers 
of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  edition 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  350  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  (Okla¬ 
homa  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Tulsa,  we  say, 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
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of  the  British  Methodist  Church,  strongly 
emphasized  the  need  for  an  active  peace 
witness  by  Christians  as  a  logical  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  decision  to  follow  Christ.  Dr. 
Greet  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  “any 
church  that  does  not  protest  the  nuclear 
arms  race  is  a  church  condemned.” 

It  would  be  presumptuous  for  Dr.  Greet 
or  anyone  to  claim  to  know  who  God  does 
and  does  not  condemn.  But  in  the  sense 
that  all  of  us,  churches  or  individuals,  are 
under  God’s  judgment  for  what  we  do  or 
fail  to  do  to  promote  world  peace,  Dr. 
Greet’s  words  are  a  strong  reminder  that 
we  will  be  “known  by  our  fruits”— by  God 
and  by  future  generations. 

We  are  grateful  for  Dr.  Walker’s  and 
Dr.  Greet’s  reminders  that  personal  sal¬ 
vation  and  social  redemption  belong  to¬ 
gether  in  the  church’s  peacemaking 
efforts.  It  would  be  refreshing  to  see 
both  emphases  more  consistently  shown 
in  the  preaching  of  our  clergy  and  the 
witness  of  our  lay  people. 


To  the  Editor: 

The  San  Francisco  Chronicle  carried 
the  following  story  recently: 

“A  swarm  of  ‘killer  bees’  that  origi¬ 
nated  in  Africa  has  been  found  in  a  hole 
near  a  Central  Valley  oil  field,  the  first 
such  discovery  in  the  United  States  .  .  . 

“A  skiploader  driver  found  the  swarm 
in  a  burrow  and  covered  them  with  as¬ 
phalt.  The  bees  were  reported  to  offi¬ 
cials  the  next  day  after  it  was  noted  that 
the  asphalt  appeared  to  be  disturbed. 


This  event  leads  me  to  wonder:  Has 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
confused  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  with  those  dreaded  "killer 
bees”  (see  UMR,  July  26)?  It  certainly 
looks  like  the  board  is  trying  to  bury  the 
Mission  Society  in  asphalt. 

Unfortunately,  even  asphalt  failed  to 
stem  the  tide.  Let  those  who  have  ears, 
hear! 

Thank  you  for  your  continuing  cover¬ 
age! 

Bob  Stoddard 
San  Mateo,  California 
Report  disappoints 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  reading  the  article  headlined 
“Overseas  church  warned  about  unoffi¬ 
cial  aid”  (see  UMR,  July  26).  The  whole 
article  was  a  disappointment  to  me. 

I  have  been  attending  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  since  April  1984. 1  have  not  offi¬ 
cially  joined,  but  I  do  tithe  our  earnings.  I 
also  am  a  contributor  to  the  missions. 

My  understanding  of  the  Gospel  is  that 
we  are  to  go  and  speak  the  "good  news"  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.  Nowhere  is  it  stated 
that  a  certain  group  of  people  have  the 
say  of  who  goes  where  and  when. 

I  would  say  whoever  has  the  means 
and  the  missionaries  to  send  should  be 
free  to  do  so.  After  all,  we  are  all  the 
body  of  Christ  and  His  church,  not  just 

On  the  UMR  Beat 
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Joyful  noises  on  others’  behalf 
may  help  water  ‘flower  of  peace’ 


Stephen  Swecker 


The  Rev.  Abel  Hendricks,  a  Methodist 
clergyman  and  South  African  anti-apart¬ 
heid  leader,  gave  me  the  following  note 
on  the  last  day  of  the  recent  World  Meth¬ 
odist  peace  conference  in  London: 

“The  hundreds  of  blacks  detained  un¬ 
der  South  Africa’s  emergency  may  not 
sing,  whistle  or  read  anything  except  the 
Bible  or  other  holy  books  .... 

“Rules  say  that  the  authorities  will  ac¬ 
cept  no  food,  drinks,  radios  or  musical 
instruments  sent  to  a 
detainee  by  anyone 
outside  . .  There  are 
punishments  for  a 
detainee  who  ‘sings, 
whistles  or  makes 
unnecessary  noise’ 
or  who  commits  any 
of  18  listed  viola¬ 
tions. 

"Please  continue  to  help  us  never  to 
allow  the  flower  of  peace  to  die.  We  are 
the  Risen  People.” 

(signed)  Freda  and  Abel 

I  was  not  surprised  that  Abel  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  what  "detention”  is  like  un¬ 
der  the  South  African  government’s 
existing  state  of  emergency.  As  one  who 
has  been  arrested  twice  for  his  opposi¬ 
tion  to  apartheid,  he  knows  too  well  the 
grim  inside  of  South  African  jails. 

Now  he  was  letting  me  know  what 
could  face  him  if  he  was  "detained”  a 
third  time  when  he  and  his  wife  returned 
home  from  London. 

Among  other  things,  he  no  longer 
would  be  able  to  sing  or  whistle— or  even 
make  a  joyful  "noise.” 

That  prohibition  applied  even  to  the 
great  hymns  of  the  church  that  he  had  been 
singing  so  lustily  with  other  peace  confer¬ 
ees  all  week  in  celebration  of  their  Chris¬ 
tian  oneness  and  common  hope  for  peace. 

The  physical  and  social  evils  of  legalized 


racial  separation  (apartheid)  are  many  and 
well-documented.  But  until  I  reflected  on 
Abel  Hendricks’  note,  it  had  not  occurred  to 
me  how  totally  demonic  a  policy  of  “sepa¬ 
ration”  can  become.  It  can  extend— or  try 
to— even  to  separating  a  person  from  deep 
personal  expressions  of  their  faith— like 
singing  “O  for  a  thousand  tongues”  or  whis¬ 
tling  “Amazing  grace.” 

That  thought  came  to  me  as  I  wor¬ 
shiped  safely  in  my  home  church  last 
week.  As  I  freely  sang  the  opening  hymn, 
it  hit  me  how  routinely  and  somewhat 
lackadaisically  I  was  doing  something 
that  Abel  Hendricks  might  be  suppress¬ 
ing  at  that  very  moment  for  fear  of  pun¬ 
ishment.  I  don’t  think  my  wife  saw  the 
tears  that  welled  up  in  my  eyes. 

It’s  not  clear  to  me  how  those  of  us 
concerned  about  peace  and  human  rights 
for  all  the  world’s  people  can  best  pro¬ 
ceed.  The  problems  are  so  complex  and 
at  times  overwhelming.  I  do  know  that 
Abel  Hendricks  himself  says  that  prayer 
is  one  of  those  acts  that  keeps  the  "flow¬ 
er  of  peace”  alive  even  when  nothing 
else  can  be  done.  I  believe  that. 

But  I  am  convinced  that  we  also  water 
that  fragile  flower  each  time  we  release 
our  joy  by  singing— or  whistling- the 
hymns  of  our  faith.  The  South  African  au¬ 
thorities  seem  to  know  that  and  fear  it. 

I’m  also  convinced  we  who  are  not 
jailed  or  threatened  with  detention  can 
give  the  flower  of  peace  an  extra  drop  by 
singing  a  notch  or  two  more  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  on  behalf  of  our  brothers  and  sisters 
in  South  Africa  and  elsewhere  who,  for 
whatever  reason,  cannot  do  the  same. 

As  the  Risen  People,  we  should  do 
no  less  than  sing  or  whistle  our  faith  as  we 
have  the  chance.  For  the  sake  of  those 
who  are  denied  that  privilege,  our  making 
of  joyful  noises  may  have  more  to  do  with 
peacemaking  than  we’ll  ever  know. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


one  select  group  of  men  and/or  women. 

If  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  cannot,  or  will  not,  send  missionar¬ 
ies  into  a  country  that  requests  them,  the 
board  should  praise  the  Lord  that  there 
are  other  groups  who  can  and  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  do  so. 

Helen  Smith 

Cambridge  Springs,  Pennsylvania 
Insight  shared 
To  the  Editor: 

May  I  share  with  my  sisters  and  broth¬ 
ers  who  are  troubled  about  the  mission¬ 
ary  enterprise  of  our  church  this  word 
from  Thomas  Merton: 

“If  we  love  our  ideology  and  our  own 
opinion  instead  of  loving  our  brother,  we 
will  seek  only  to  glorify  our  ideas  and 
our  institutions,  and  by  that  fact  we  will 
make  real  communication  impossible.” 

I  thank  the  editors  of  the  Reporter  for 
giving  us  information  so  evenly  and  sen¬ 
sitively. 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Mahomet.  Illinois 

I  was  truly  amazed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  truly  amazed  to  read  the  July  26 
articles  headlined  “Overseas  church 
warned  about  unofficial  aid”  and  “Ghana 
‘broke  ranks’  after  personal  contacts.” 

It  was  my  understanding  that  we  as  a 
church  were  all  working  together  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  in  all 
corners  of  the  world.  Now  I  see  part  of 
us  daring  another  part  to  even  try  to  be  a 
participant  in  the  great  commission! 

As  I  was  thinking  about  this  sad  state 
of  affairs,  a  portion  of  Scripture  came  to 
mind— Acts  5.  The  Sanhedrin  wanted  to 
kill  the  apostles  to  stop  them  from 
preaching  the  Good  News. 

A  very  wise  man  named  Gamaliel  gave 
them  the  following  advice,  and  I  quote  it 
from  the  Amplified  Bible,  verses  38-39: 

“Now  in  the  present  case  let  me  say  to 
you,  stand  off  (withdraw)  from  these 
men  and  let  them  alone.  For  if  this  doc¬ 
trine  or  purpose  or  undertaking  or  move¬ 
ment  is  of  human  origin,  it  will  fail— be 
overthrown  and  come  to  nothing.  But  if 
it  is  of  God,  you  will  not  be  able  to  stop 
or  overthrow  or  destroy  them;  you  might 
even  be  found  fighting  against  God!” 

Here  we  are,  2,000  years  later,  still 
trying  to  do  the  same  thing.  A  very  sad 
commentary,  is  it  not?  And  we  wonder 
why  people  are  leaving  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church! 

Nancy  M.  Wright 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Jesus’  purpose  forgotten 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  about  the  Mission  Society 
and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  (see  UMR,  July  26)  reminded  me  of 
the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees  badgering 
Jesus. 

We  are  forgetting  the  purpose  of  Je¬ 
sus’  mission  on  earth:  the  saving  of 
men’s  souls.  I  do  not  recall  Jesus  ap¬ 
pointing  one  set  of  mission  workers 
above  any  other.  We  are  just  to  go  and 
spread  the  word  of  His  life,  death  and 
resurrection. 

I  also  could  not  believe  the  article 
about  deciding  what  the  term  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual”  means. 
It  sounded  as  if  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  didn’t  want  to  follow  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  actions,  so  it  just  decided 
to  appoint  a  committee. 

Marjorie  Guthrie 
Hanoverton,  Ohio 

My  vote  was  clear 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  voting  delegate  to  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  I  am  disappointed  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Voting  on  issues  at  General  Confer¬ 
ence  took  much  prayer  and,  at  times,  ag¬ 
ony.  The  homosexual  issue  was  one  of 
those  prayerful  and  agonizing  moments. 

However,  when  it  came  time  to  vote,  I 
knew  what  I  was  voting.  I  voted  to  include 
the  legislation  that  prohibits  a  “self- 
avowed,  practicing  homosexual"  from  be¬ 
ing  appointed  to  a  clergy  assignment. 
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If  people  say  they  are  practicing  ho¬ 
mosexuals,  then  they  are  not  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted  as  candidates,  ordained  or 
appointed  to  serve  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

If  Julian  Rush  is  a  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual,  then  he  should  not  be  appointed.  I 
knew  what  I  was  voting  on  at  General 
Conference. 

Harry  F.  Foockle 
Springfield,  Missouri 

Action  shocks,  disgusts 

To  the  Editor: 

Well  I  am  finally  shocked  into  re¬ 
sponding  to  your  article  headlined 
“Board  seeks  homosexual  definition” 
(see  UMR,  July  26). 

Also  I  am  disgusted  in  general  that 
any  Christian— which  I  believe  United 
Methodists  to  be— would  give  any  sort  of 
consideration  to  the  approval  of  a  "self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual”  as  a 
member  of  our  clergy. 

Hasn’t  anyone  opened  the  Scriptures 
lately?  Try  Leviticus  18:22:  “You  shall 
not  lie  with  a  male  as  with  a  woman;  it  is 
an  abomination.”  In  this  same  chapter 
homosexuality,  incest  and  bestiality 
are  all  listed  as  perversions.  History  re¬ 
ports  the  fall  of  any  civilization  that  ac¬ 
cepts  these  practices  as  the  norm. 

Christ  came  to  tell  us  we  should  hate 
the  sin  but  love  the  sinner.  He  tells  us  to 
repent  of  our  sins  and  follow  Him. 

I  think  we  should  definitely  be  “sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  implications  for  the  entire 
church”  and  give  our  love,  but  not  accep¬ 
tance,  to  someone  as  mentally  ill  as  a 
homosexual.  Offer  these  sinners  a  new 
way  of  life  in  Christ. 

Name  withheld  by  request. 

La  Canada  Flintridge,  California 


Stand  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  a  staff  re¬ 
port  written  by  Roy  Howard  Beck  in  the 
July  19  United  Methodist  Reporter  con¬ 
cerning  border  clashes  between  Nicara¬ 
gua  and  Costa  Rica. 

Mr.  Beck  quoted  the  Rev.  Marion 
Woods,  a  longtime  missionary  to  Costa 
Rica,  several  times  regarding  his  testi¬ 
mony  about  Nicaragua  to  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting. 

I  wanted  to  support  Mr.  Woods’  stand 
regarding  Costa  Rica  as  a  more  useful 
model  of  democracy  for  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca  than  Nicaragua  and  join  him  in  de¬ 
ploring  Nicaragua’s  invasion  of  Costa 
Rica  by  both  land  and  sea. 

I  would  like  to  express  admiration  for 
Mr.  Woods’  work  and  for  his  willingness 
to  stand  and  be  counted  for  the  truth  as 
he  sees  it  regarding  Nicaragua  as  a 
threat  as  well  as  a  victim. 

Mary  Margaret  Novak 
San  Jose,  California 

Sanity  at  last! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  the  comments  of  the 
Rev.  Marion  Woods  about  the  situation 
in  Nicaragua  (see  UMR,  July  19).  At  last 
a  little  sanity  has  been  uttered. 

We  need  to  realize  that  the  Sandinis- 
tas,  for  all  their  original  idealism,  are 
not  the  hope  of  Nicaragua’s  future,  but 
then  neither  are  the  Contras.  The  long- 
suffering  people  of  that  tragic  land  de¬ 
serve  better  than  either. 

I  hope— and  I  pray— that  our  church 
will  support  real  and  genuine  justice 
with  peace  through  out  the  world. 

Wayne  B.  Parker 
Waurika,  Oklahoma 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Pastor  Robert  May  and  the  congregation  of  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  started  their  church  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  on  August  2,  1 985. 

In  their  first  issue,  the  pastor  writes  “a  New  Beginning  is  a  lesson  our 
God  has  given  us  throughout  the  Bible." 

“New  beginnings  are  for  the  asking 
.  .  .  The  weekly  New  Horizon  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  Friday  and  will  help  us  all 
keep  better  informed  about  our  church, 
our  conference,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  around  the  world." 

“The  New  Beginning  in  periodical  form  Robert  May 

will  continue  to  be  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  our  church  cares  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  from  our  creator,  who  makes  all  things  new." 

This  pastor  and  congregation,  along  with  over  350  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  have  "caught  the  vision"  of  the  value  of  new  beginnings  for  their 
ministry  of  information  through  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  church  edi¬ 
tion. 

For  more  information  about  Reporter  church  editions,  contact  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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Church  women  back  ‘peace  ribbon’ 
nuclear  bomb  observance  in  capital 
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By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON-Sharee  Kelly  stood 
in  the  hot  Washington  sun,  sweat  drip¬ 
ping  from  her  head  as  she  tied  together 
hundreds  of  intricately  designed  pieces 
of  cloth  known  as  “peace  ribbons.” 

Wrapped  around  her  colorful  skirt  and 
blouse  was  her  own  peace  ribbon  that 
she  had  embroidered  with  the  words, 
"Taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good.” 

“Life  is  delicious,”  declared  the  for¬ 
mer  home  economics  teacher  who  now  is 
a  minister  from  Loup  City,  Neb.  “God  has 
given  us  so  much  in  life  to  savor;  I  hate 
to  think  we  could  lose  it  with  the  drop  of  a 
bomb.” 

Gently  tied  Pentagon 

Mrs.  Kelly  was  one  of  15,000  people, 
predominantly  women,  who  brought 
their  best  handiwork  to  the  nation’s  capi¬ 
tal  to  “gently  tie  the  Pentagon  with 
love”  in  observance  of  the  40th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  dropping  of  the  first  atomic 
bomb  on  Hiroshima,  Japan. 

Church  Women  United,  a  national  or¬ 
ganization  of  500,000  Christian  women 
including  United  Methodists,  was  a  ma¬ 
jor  supporter  of  the  event.  An  unknown 
number  of  peace  ribbons,  estimated  to 
be  as  high  as  one  third,  came  from  local 
church  women’s  groups. 

Known  simply  as  “The  Ribbon,”  the 
project  was  a  grassroots  effort  started 
three  years  ago  by  a  Colorado  grand¬ 
mother  who  was  prompted  during  a  si¬ 
lent-prayer  retreat  to  “do  something 
peaceful  in  the  name  of  peace.” 

Justine  Merritt,  61,  says  she  got  the 
idea  following  the  retreat  to  circle  the 
Pentagon  with  creative  and  colorful  rib¬ 
bons. 

She  pursued  her  idea  via  a  newsletter 
to  several  hundred  friends.  Their  enthu¬ 
siasm  helped  turned  the  idea  into  a  na¬ 
tional  movement  for  peace  that  resulted 
in  25,500  pieces  of  cloth.  Each  ribbon  18 
inches  by  36  inches  depicted  in  words, 
art  or  combinations  the  theme:  “What  I 
cannot  bear  to  think  of  as  lost  forever  in 
a  nuclear  war.” 

Many  fabrics,  messages 
They  were  made  from  every  imagin- 
;  able  fabric,  including  denim,  lace,  satin 
;and  burlap.  Messages  stitched,  painted, 
embroidered  and  quilted  on  the  panels 
were  as  varied  as  the  artists  who  came 

•  from  all  50  states  and  12  foreign  coun- 

•  tries,  including  the  Soviet  Union. 

Many  ribbons  that  had  poured  into 
Washington  over  the  last  several  weeks 
were  displayed  at  churches  in  the  area. 

An  ecumenical  service  of  dedication 
Aug.  3,  the  day  before  the  unfurling  of  all 
25,500  tied-together  “peace  ribbons,” 
was  held  in  the  National  Cathedral.  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  several  of  the  world’s  re¬ 
ligions  including  Moslems,  Jews, 
Buddhists  and  Christians,  read  from  their 
respective  holy  books  about  God’s  pleas 
for  peace.  Officials  said  this  was  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  fact  that  peace  and  avoidance 
of  nuclear  war  are  not  exclusively  Christian 
issues. 

In  addition,  two  survivors  of  the  Hiro¬ 
shima  bombing  spoke  to  the  packed  au¬ 
dience  by  way  of  a  translator. 

The  next  day,  just  minutes  before 
most  Washington  church  services  began, 
the  three-hour  tying  of  the  13-plus  miles 
of  ribbon  began.  The  only  shortcoming 
was  that  there  were  too  few  people  to 
hold  the  5,500  extra  ribbons  that  poured 
into  the  city  in  the  final  days  before  the 
unfurling,  boosting  the  expected  number 
of  ribbons  from  20,000  to  25,500. 

Several  hundred  volunteers  from  the 
Washington  area  held  ribbons,  but  most 
ribbons  were  held  by  people  who  had 
made  them  and  journeyed  to  Washington 
to  display  them. 

Founder  goes  last 

The  total  25,500-piece  ribbon  was 
strung  from  the  west  steps  of  the  Capitol 
to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  to  the  Penta¬ 
gon.  The  final  ribbon  was  tied  in  place 
by  Mrs.  Merritt  at  the  Pentagon.  She 
used  her  own  ribbon— listing  342  names 
of  friends  and  United  States  officials  in¬ 
cluding  President  Reagan  and  Secretary 
of  Defense  Casper  Weinberger— all  peo¬ 
ple  she  would  most  hate  to  lose  in  a  nu¬ 
clear  war.  The  bespectacled  grand¬ 
mother  said  she  had  prayed  during  the 
entire  700  hours  it  took  to  make  her  rib- 

•  bon. 

Folk  singer  Tom  Chapin,  brother  of 
the  late  singer/composer  Harry  Chapin, 
and  60’s  war  protest  singer  Pete  Seeger 
entertained  at  each  of  the  three  sites. 
Their  performances  were  augmented  by 


testimonies  from  housewives  and  doc¬ 
tors  and  secretaries  and  school  teachers 
who  had  made  ribbons  for  the  event. 

"It’s  been  a  long  time  coming,”  said 
Joan  Horton,  a  pre-school  teacher  from 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Active  in  the  Vietnam 
war  protests  of  the  60s,  she  said  she  had 
been  looking  for  a  peaceful  way  to  pro¬ 
test  for  several  years  and  The  Ribbon 
proved  to  be  her  best  opportunity. 

An  active  Episcopalian,  Mrs.  Horton 
said,  “Women  tend  to  be  open  to  new 
ways  of  thinking,  and  protesting  with  all 
these  beautiful  ribbons  took  some  cre¬ 
ative  thinking.  I  think  it’s  going  to  make 
an  impression  . . .  it’s  not  your  run  of  the 
mill  protest  march.” 

Ribbon  officials  were  quick  to  point 
out  that  the  event  was  not  meant  to  be  a 
protest  but  rather  a  message  to  Wash¬ 
ington  and  the  world  that  a  nuclear 
bomb  would  destroy  everything  held  pre¬ 
cious  to  most  people. 

Mrs.  Kelly,  the  Nebraska  clergywo- 
man,  added,  “This  is  a  spirit  movement, 
I’m  sure,”  referring  to  the  fact  that  The 
Ribbon  sprang  from  a  grassroots  move¬ 
ment,  with  no  official  sponsorship,  no 
budget  and  no  formal  organization. 

“I  think  it’s  one  of  those  times  that 
God  is  working  through  His  people  to  get 
something  changed.  Another  one  of  those 
times  was  when  child  labor  was  stopped 
in  England  and  slavery  was  abolished  in 
the  United  States. 

"There  was  a  time  when  both  of  those 
things  were  accepted,  and  I  think  it’s 
God’s  time  to  put  an  end  to  war,”  she 
said. 


Carolyn  and  Kitty  Wilson  from  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  members  of  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Sisters  of  Charity  order,  dressed  in 
gym  shorts  and  running  shoes,  said  they 
made  ribbons  because  it  was  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  ^show  a  unity  with  other  women 
(outside  of  religious  orders)  over  the  nu¬ 
clear  buildup.” 

Elizabeth  Purchase,  a  76-year-old  re¬ 
tired  kindergarten  teacher  from  Kala¬ 
mazoo,  Mich.,  said  she  came  because 
“Jesus  said  ‘love  your  neighbor  as  your¬ 
self’  and  that  doesn’t  mean  threatening 
to  destroy  them.” 

She  said  she  saw  a  distinct  difference 
between  The  Ribbon  and  the  protest 
movement  of  the  60s.  "This  is  being  done 
in  a  gentle  spirit,  and  there  is  not  a  bit¬ 
terness  like  we  saw  during  the  Vietnam 
protests.” 

The  following  day,  more  than  100 
members  of  Church  Women  United  met 
at  Washington’s  Church  of  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  to  discuss  ways  to  follow  up  on  The 
Ribbon.  Tactics  discussed  included  dis¬ 
playing  ribbon  segments  in  local  librar¬ 
ies,  state  capitols  and  in  churches  and 
synagogues. 

Reflecting  on  The  Ribbon’s  success  in 
Washington,  United  Methodist  laywom- 
an  Liz  Workman  of  Conway,  Ark.,  who 
boasted  that  at  least  a  third  of  the  rib¬ 
bons  from  her  state  were  made  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  said,  “We’ve  still  got  a  big 
job  ahead  of  us  educating  people  that 
working  for  peace  is  patriotic. 

“For  too  long,  people  thought  you  weren’t 
patriotic  if  you  didn’t  support  a  huge  na¬ 
tional  defense.  That’s  just  not  true.” 


Bible  study  helps  guide 
new  panel’s  definition 
of  UM  ‘sense  of  mission’ 
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PHOTOS  BY  JOHN  GOODWIN 
WASHINGTON-Sharee  Kelly, 
clergywoman  from  Loup  City,  Neb., 
was  one  of  several  hundred  United 
Methodist  women  participating  in 
the  ecumenical  “peace  ribbon”  pro¬ 
ject.  Others  displayed  their  banners 
outside  the  Pentagon,  one  of  three 
major  federal  buildings  “wrapped” 
inside  the  13  miles  of  cloth. 

Segments  of  The  Ribbon  will  be  sent  to 
the  library  at  Texas  Women’s  University 
in  Denton,  Texas,  for  a  special  depart¬ 
ment  devoted  to  the  collection  of  materi¬ 
als  recording  the  emerging  history  of 
women. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— Too  many  United  Method¬ 
ists  participate  in  their  local  congrega¬ 
tions  with  no  real  sense  of  mission, 
members  of  a  special  new  churchwide 
commission  agreed  recently. 

Addressing  that  problem,  the  four- 
year  Commission  on  the  Mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  meeting  for 
only  the  second  time,  often  resembled  a 
neighborhood  Bible  study. 

The  theologically  diverse  group  of  24 
seminary  professors,  laypersons,  clergy 
and  bishops  spent  considerable  time 
probing  the  Scriptures  for  an  under¬ 
standing  of  mission  that  could  unite  and 
inspire  United  Methodists  toward  action. 

The  Rev.  Richard  A.  Thornburg  said 
United  Methodist  churches  too  often  are 
places  where  people  go  for  their  own 
nurture— study,  fellowship,  worship.  But 
the  nurture  isn’t  aimed  at  anything  be¬ 
yond,  he  said. 

“The  purpose  of  nurture  should  be  to 
prepare  us  for  mission,”  said  the  White 
Plains,  N.Y.,  pastor  at  the  July  31-Aug.  3 
meeting. 

Loss  of  central  mission  claimed 

The  denomination's  highest  legislative 
body  last  year  established  the  commis¬ 
sion  upon  the  advice  of  nearly  150  UM 
seminary  professors  concerned  about  the 
apparent  loss  of  a  central  mission  among 
United  Methodists. 

The  1984  General  Conference  also 
asked  the  commission  to  suggest  direc¬ 
tion  to  general-church  agencies  whose 
missional  work  may  have  failed  to  in¬ 
spire  and  even  may  have  alienated  some 
church  members  from  mission. 

Much  reference,  especially  in  small 
groups,  was  made  at  the  commission’s 
recent  meeting  to  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists.  Several 
persons  said  its  formation  is  an  example 
of  United  Methodists  going  outside  offi¬ 
cial  structures  to  recover  what  they  per¬ 
ceive  as  the  church’s  former  zeal  for 
missions. 

The  commission’s  chairman,  Bishop 
Emerson  S.  Colaw  (Minnesota  Area),  told 
the  commission  the  first  night:  “I  have 
been  very  concerned  about  the  increas¬ 
ing  polarization  in  our  church  about  mis¬ 
sions  related  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Mission  Society. 

“Some  of  our  hope  for  this  commission 
is  that  we  can  lessen  the  polarization  if 
we  can  find  a  common  mission.” 

The  Rev.  James  Logan  of  Wesley 
Theological  School  in  Washington  said 
his  research  suggests  that  the  church  lost 


Camp  helps  storm-scattered  kids  ‘pick  up  the  pieces 9 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  ferocious  tornados  of  May  31  scattered  many 
children  in  Pennsylvania,  exploding  their  towns, 
taking  their  homes  and  killing  relatives,  neighbors  or 
friends. 

Last  month,  Western  Pennsylvania  United  Method¬ 
ists  tried  to  pick  up  the  pieces  and  put  them  together 
again— with  the  strong  adhesive  of  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  children— regardless  of  religious  background— 
were  gathered  at  a  free  camp  July  21-27  under  the 
theme:  “God  is  not  the  author  of  confusion.” 

‘Went  right  at  them  with  Gospel’ 

Most  of  the  138  children  at  the  camp  had  no  church 
or  religious  background. 

That  changed  by  week’s  end,  said  Dennis  Blank,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Wesley  Woods  United  Methodist 
Camp  near  Erie. 

Besides  providing  extensive  professional  psycholog¬ 
ical  counseling,  “we  went  right  at  them  with  the  Gos¬ 
pel,”  Mr.  Blank  told  the  Reporter. 

"We  didn’t  pull  any  punches  with  the  parents  at  the 
beginning,”  the  layman  said.  "We  told  them  this  was 
not  a  tornado  camp  but  a  Christian  experience  for  kids 
in  tornado-stricken  areas.” 

Only  one  went  home  early. 

The  children  needed  to  make  some  sense  out  of  what 
had  happened  to  them,  he  said. 

Some  arrived  with  paper  bags  containing  all  the 
clothing  they  had. 

Most  had  been  living  with  relatives,  in  basements, 
attics  and  tents. 

Many  had  emotional  problems  manifested  in  night¬ 
mares,  bed-wetting  and  irrational  fear  at  the  slightest 
breeze,  Mr.  Blank  said. 

"We  wanted  them  to  know  that  God  doesn’t  make 
these  things  happen  to  them  but  wants  them  to  feel 
loved  and  secure,”  he  said. 


Most  of  the  children  were  transformed  by  the  end  of 
the  week,  he  said,  with  many  for  the  first  time  profess¬ 
ing  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

“I’ve  been  at  the  camp  since  1979,  and  this  probably 
was  the  most  meaningful  week  we’ve  had,”  Mr.  Blank 
said. 

‘Use  institutions  for  mission’ 

The  camp  experience  was  one  more  example  of  how 
United  Methodists’  wealth  of  institutions  helped  meet 
needs  quickly  and  in  a  sustained  manner  in  the  face  of 
a  disaster  (see  UMR,  June  14),  Mr.  Blank  said. 

Camps,  with  the  intensive  group  experiences  offered 
there,  can  enable  things  to  happen  with  children  that 
can  never  happen  inside  a  church,  he  said.  By  being 
willing  not  to  worry  too  much  about  “who  is  going  to 
pay,"  Western  Pennsylvania  UM  leaders  helped  many 
people  who  otherwise  wouldn’t  have  gotten  inside  a 
church,  he  said. 

He  called  on  camp  leaders  throughout  the  denomi¬ 
nation  to  be  more  creative  in  the  use  of  camps:  “So  of¬ 
ten  our  No.  1  concern  is  the  availability  of  money.  Our 
board  finally  had  to  say  that  if  we’re  about  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  mission  as  we  say  we  are,  we  need  to  step  out 
in  faith  and  do  it.” 

Local  and  area  news  media  eagerly  spread  advance 
word  about  the  free  camp,  said  Clara  Lou  Kerr,  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  communications  director. 

Interested  children  were  instructed  to  contact  the 
pastor  of  the  United  Methodist  church  in  their  commu¬ 
nity. 

More  than  40  adults  volunteered  to  help  during  the 
week,  including  child  psychiatrists  and  clinical  psy¬ 
chologists. 

Linda  Richards,  a  United  Methodist  and  physical  edu¬ 
cation  teacher  in  Erie,  Pa.,  with  a  masters  degree  in 
psychology,  volunteered  to  be  the  dean  of  the  week. 

Mr.  Blank  said  names  of  children  who  attended 
camp  have  been  given  to  United  Methodist  pastors 
who  will  receive  other  matenal  to  help  them  follow  up 
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Thanks  to  Agency  Service! 


When  you  let  professionals  who  know  the  United  Methodist 
Church  help  you  design  and  produce  your  development  and  pro¬ 
motion  campaigns  this  fall,  you'll  be  well  on  your  way  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  program.  Our  staff  has  several  decades  of  professional 


Agency  Service 
(214)630-6495 


PO  Box  660275 
Dallas,  Texas  75266 


experience  producing  campaigns  in  all  media  (print,  film,  sound, 
and  video  tape)  in  advertising  agencies  and  in  the  Church. 

Because  we're  a  part  of  the  Church  we  can- work  within  your 
budget,  providing  more  for  less. 

Write  or  call  today: 

Don  Small,  Kathy  Klimpel,  Ty  Curtis,  lack  McGee 


A  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council 


Child  ‘partners’  favored 


on  spiritual  and  emotional  needs  of  the  children  and 
their  families. 

“We  read  so  much  each  week  about  conflicts  within 
our  denomination  about  missions,”  he  said.  “Often 
there  is  so  much  mission  for  us  in  our  own  backyard 
and  we  don’t  see  it.” 

‘I’m  a  new  person’ 

Although  the  age  span— grades  4-12— was  much 
wider  than  usual,  the  children  became  a  cohesive 
group  quickly,  Mr.  Blank  said. 

The  ties  were  so  strong  that  the  camp  is  offering  a 
full-Saturday  reunion  in  October,  he  said. 

“We  taught  that  God  can  take  something  as  horrible 
as  a  tornado  and  make  something  beautiful  happen,” 
Mr.  Blank  said.  The  last  two  days  of  camp  seemed  to 
prove  it. 

When  an  invitation  was  given  during  the  Friday 
night  service  of  commitment  and  dedication,  he  said, 
“I  don’t  know  how  many  came  forward.  It  was  a  wave 
of  response.  I  lost  count.” 

During  the  final  service  the  next  morning,  nearly  all 
partook  of  Holy  Communion.  A  priest  had  been  invited 
to  serve  Roman  Catholics  in  the  group. 

Mr.  Blank  said  he  treasures  the  written  responses 
given  by  the  children  on  an  evaluation  form  at  the  end. 
To  the  question,  "How  has  this  experience  changed 
your  life,”  some  answered: 

“I’m  not  scared  of  tornados  anymore.” 

“I  accepted  Jesus  as  my  Saviour.” 

"The  camp  made  me  think  more  about  others  and 
less  about  me.” 

"I  love  Jesus  even  more  than  before.” 

“I’m  a  new  person.” 

From  an  11-year-old  boy  came  the  suggestion  that 
the  love  of  Christ  shown  through  the  actions  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  United  Methodists  was  the  glue  to  put  his 
shattered  world  back  together: 

“I  never  knew  people  could  love  me  who  didn’t  know 
me." 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  partnership  ministry 
between  children  and  the  church— in 
which  adults  learn  as  well  as  teach— 
may  be  the  best  prescription  for  lifeless 
congregations  and  dwindling  faith,  1,200 
United  Methodist  Christian  educators 
were  told  July  31. 

Marina  Herrera,  teacher  and  former 
delegate  to  the  United  Nations,  was  ada¬ 
mant  in  her  claims  about  “God’s  power, 
manifested  through  children.” 

She  told  the  group,  "We  need  to  allow 
children  to  unfold  naturally,  to  show  us 
the  beauty  of  God  and  God’s  creation. 
The  gardener  does  not  tell  the  seed  what 
to  do.  He  leaves  the  seed  alone— waters 
it  and  provides  good  soil— and  the  seed 
does  its  own  thing.” 

In  her  address  Dr.  Herrera,  a  native  of 
the  Dominican  Republic,  said  the  rebirth 
of  dying  denominations  is  in  large  mea¬ 
sure  dependent  upon  learning  from  and 
teaching  children  to  be  caring  Christian 
adults. 


A  Roman  Catholic  laywoman  and  di¬ 
rector  of  a  center  for  intercultural 
exchange,  Dr.  Herrera  chastised 
congregations  and  church  leaders  who, 
she  claims,  have  segregated  children  in 
worship  and  in  decision  making,  ignoring 
the  love  Jesus  expressed  for  children  in 
the  Gospel  of  Mark. 

“Children  can  go  to  church  and  never 
hear  that  Jesus  loved  them  so  much  that 
He  took  grown-ups  to  task  for  trying  to 
impede  their  coming  to  Him,"  said  Dr. 
Herrera.  "They  never  hear  that  we 
adults  must  become  like  children  to  en¬ 
ter  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

Dr.  Herrera’s  ideas  were  among  those 
presented  in  a  meeting  of  local  church, 
district  and  conference  coordinators  of 
children’s  ministry,  “Focus  *85,”  July  29- 
Aug.  2.  The  convocation,  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  com¬ 
bined  mime,  singing,  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  prayers  and  even  a  peace  quilt  in  an 
attempt  to  educate  educators  on  the  fin¬ 
er  points  of  children’s  ministry. 


a  sense  of  central  mission  in  the  1950s. 
Membership  began  a  still-unbroken  de¬ 
cline  a  few  years  after  that. 

‘Will  it  dance?’ 

The  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  a  Hou¬ 
ma,  La.,  pastor,  colorfully  addressed  a 
fear  apparently  held  by  many  of  her  fel¬ 
low  commission  members:  that  the 
group,  which  includes  top-flight  semi¬ 
nary  professors  with  distinguished  theo¬ 
logical  expertise,  might  produce  a  docu¬ 
ment  that  “says  all  the  right  things”  but 
doesn’t  move  local  congregations. 

“When  I  look  at  the  statement  on  mis¬ 
sion  that  we  write,  I’ll  ask:  Will  it  sing? 
Will  it  dance?  Will  it  preach?”  Ms.  Cot¬ 
ton-Winn  exclaimed. 

That  became  a  favorite  expression. 
Seminary  professors,  for  example,  would 
interrupt  intellectual  discourses  by  ask¬ 
ing,  “But  will  it  dance?” 

After  studying  John  Wesley’s  sermon, 
“On  God’s  Vineyard,”  many  members 
expressed  strong  feelings  that  a  recov¬ 
ery  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley’s  under¬ 
standing  of  mission  would  get  United 
Methodists  "dancing”  again  with  the  joy 
of  being  in  mission  in  the  1980s. 

In  a  very  preliminary  draft  of  a  mis¬ 
sion  statement  created  by  a  five-mem¬ 
ber  writing  team  on  the  meeting’s  final 
day,  mission  is  defined  as  containing 
three  inseparable  responsibilities: 

•  The  new  birth,  confronting  individ¬ 
ual  sins,  the  justification  of  individuals 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

•  Sanctification,  growth  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  and  all  its  social  implications. 

•  Reformation  of  the  nations  and  the 
church,  dealing  with  corporate  and  sys¬ 
temic  sin. 

Some  members  suggested  the  same 
conclusion  might  be  reached  by  slightly 
paraphrasing  the  original  mission  state¬ 
ment  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
two  centuries  ago:  To  reform  the  conti¬ 
nents  and  spread  scriptural  holiness 
across  the  lands. 

Radical  definition  considered 

During  the  last  evening,  commission 
members  became  animated  as  they  be¬ 
gan  to  discover  a  consensus  for  including 
what  they  considered  to  be  a  very  radi¬ 
cal  definition  of  mission. 

Specifically,  they  said  they  may  define 
mission  as  something  that  precedes  the 
church. 

In  other  words,  some  explained, 
Christ's  mission  already  is  in  process, 
and  the  church  is  called  to  join  it. 

"We’ve  got  to  say  something  radical 
because  our  world  is  radically  chang¬ 
ing,”  with  the  influence  of  U.S.  churches 
and  the  U.S.  government  waning  in  the 
world,  said  the  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a 
Los  Angeles  pastor.  He  earlier  had  said 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  blocked 
from  truly  joining  Christ’s  mission  be¬ 
cause  it  has  failed  to  confess  its  disobedi¬ 
ence  in  following  nationalism  instead  of 
Christ. 

"We  don’t  love  even  the  Russian  Chris¬ 
tians,”  said  Dr.  Lawson,  a  director  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen,  leader  of  North¬ 
ern  European  United  Methodists  and 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,  said  he  saw  the  radicalism 
in  a  different  way. 

If  mission  comes  ahead  of  bureaucra¬ 
cies,  that  would  mean  church  structure 
shouldn’t  stifle  mission  when  it  pops  up 
outside  the  structure,  Bishop  Borgen 
said.  (There  had  been  much  interest  dur¬ 
ing  the  meeting  about  reports  of  official 
church  pressure  on  overseas  churches 
not  to  accept  unofficial  Mission  Society 
missionaries.) 

The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Langford  of  Duke 
Divinity  School  in  North  Carolina  react¬ 
ed  with  an  excitement  that  several 
members  said  they  hoped  would  find  its 
way  into  the  final  statement  by  1988.  The 
idea  that  mission  precedes  the  church  is 
radical  only  in  terms  of  what  the  church 
has  been  in  recent  decades,  he  said,  but 
is  a  recovery  of  what  was  good  in  the 
1700s  for  Wesley. 

“The  Protestant  Reformation  was  a 
struggle  within  the  church,”  he  said. 
“But  I  don’t  believe  Wesley’s  ministry 
really  was  to  reform  the  church  but  was 
a  concern  for  the  lost  of  the  world.”  By 
putting  mission  ahead  of  the  church, 
United  Methodists  will  see  their  first  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  be  in  mission  to  a  world 
that  looks  so  similar  to  the  one  in  which 
Wesley  lived,  Dr.  Langford  said. 

Others  noted  that  1st  century  Chris¬ 
tians  were  involved  with  missions  before 
a  formal  church  actually  formed. 

Evangelism,  mission  considered 

Bishop  Colaw  pointed  to  the  large 
packet  of  articles,  books  and  digests  sent 
to  each  member  for  study  and  said  one 
passage  by  missiologist  David  J.  Bosch 
"helped  me  greatly  in  my  questioning  of 
how  we  can  avoid  schism.” 

In  it,  Dr.  Bosch  wrote  that  part  of  the 
friction  between  people  who  follow  the 
"evangelical"  and  "ecumenical”  philoso¬ 
phies  of  mission  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
both  groups  use  the  terms  "mission”  and 
"evangelism”  as  if  they  are  the  same 
word,  although  the  groups  mean  differ¬ 
ent  things  by  those  terms. 

Bishop  Colaw  said  Dr.  Bosch  had  a 
good  idea  by  suggesting  that  "mission” 
be  defined  as  something  much  broader 
than  evangelism  alone  and  entails  the 
whole  task  God  has  set  for  the  church  for 
the  salvation  of  the  world.  “Evangelism” 
would  be  defined  as  calling  people  to  re¬ 
pentance  and  faith  in  Christ,  a  task  that 
is  the  heart  of— but  not  the  totality  of— 
mission.  Dr.  Bosch  wrote. 
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Elderly  abuse  emerges  as  a  growing  concern  in  the  80s 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third  in  the 
Reporter’s  four-part  series  on  family  vi¬ 
olence  and  how  the  church  can  respond 
to  what  is  reported  to  be  a  national  “epi¬ 
demic"  of  such  violence. 

BY  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

The  form  of  family  violence  to  emerge 
most  recently  from  American  homes 
into  headlines  is  the  maltreatment  of 
older  persons. 

The  emergence  of  concern  for  elder- 
abuse  in  the  1980s  follows  the  emergence 
of  concern  in  the  1960s  for  child  abuse 
and  in  the  1970s  for  spouse  abuse. 

"The  United  Methodist  Church  is  mov¬ 
ing  to  address  this  area  of  family  vio¬ 
lence  as  fast  as  we  can  recognize  it,” 
said  the  Rev.  Bill  Carroll.  Mr.  Carroll  is 
chairman  of  United  Methodism’s  Task 
Force  on  older  persons,  a  24-member 
group  commissioned  by  the  1984  General 
Conference  to  assist  the  church  in  its 
role  of  ministry  to,  with,  for  and  by  older 
persons. 

“It  is  so  easy  for  us  to  overlook  this 
topic  and  say  that  it  is  not  here,  but  as  I 
work  with  elderly  people  from  all  social 
and  economic  backgrounds,  I  realize 
that  we’d  better  get  prepared  for  it” 

Mr.  Carroll,  a  retired  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister,  has  served  as  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  United  Methodist  Senior 
Services  of  Mississippi  in  Tupelo  for 
over  ten  years.  In  that  time,  he  told  the 
Reporter,  he  has  encountered  numerous 
cases  of  elder  abuse  ranging  from  ha¬ 
rassment  to  emotional  abuse. 

“For  example,  families  get  caught  in 
financial  problems  and  they  put  the 
pressure  on  momma  for  financial  re¬ 
sources,”  he  said. 

“In  a  few  instances  I’ve  run  across 
physical  abuse,  but  it  is  very  hard  to 
prove.  Rather  than  tackle  the  problem, 
our  agency  usually  provides  older  per¬ 
sons  caught  in  those  situations  with  other 
living  arrangements  and  move  them 
from  the  abusive  situation. 

“Older  people  often  say  as  a  matter  of 
pride  that  they  have  a  good  relationship 
with  their  children.  They  won’t  say,  for 
instance,  that  their  grandson  is  hitting 
them,  but  most  of  the  time  they’d  gladly 
move  to  another  living  arrangement  if 
offered. 

‘It  will  grow  soon’ 

“If  the  incidence  of  elder-abuse  is  not 
growing  yet,  it  will  soon,”  Mr.  Carroll 
predicted.  “More  families  are  being 
splintered  by  divorce  and  sometimes 
multiple  divorce,  and  the  elderly  mother 
and  father  can  get  lost  in  the  shuffle.” 

Assessing  United  Methodism’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  elder  abuse,  Mr.  Carroll  said 
that  to  his  knowledge  there  are  no  spe¬ 
cific  United  Methodist-sponsored  pro¬ 
grams  designed  to  prevent  elder-abuse 
Rather,  the  issue  is  being  addressed  by 
United  Methodist-sponsored  community 
centers  and  support  groups  designed  for 
the  elderly. 
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“I  think  it’s  best  to  include  elder- 
abuse  in  with  the  overall  concerns  for  el¬ 
derly  people  because  it  is  a  facet  of  total 
care  for  the  elderly,”  he  said. 

Church  sponsors  support  group 

An  example  of  United  Methodists  go¬ 
ing  to  work  on  behalf  of  elderly  persons 
can  be  found  in  McAllen,  Texas,  at  El 
Redentor  United  Methodist  Church. 

When  Guadelupe  Valdez,  a  spry  74- 
year-old  United  Methodist  laywoman, 
became  concerned  about  the  growing 
amount  of  elder-abuse  she  could  see 
among  other  elders  in  her  neighborhood 
in  McAllen,  she  talked  about  it  at  her  se¬ 
nior  citizens  group  meeting. 

Ms.  Valdez  is  a  founding  member  of 
that  senior  citizens  support  group  in  this 
Texas  town  near  the  border  with  Mexico. 
The  group  is  called  “Silver  Threads.” 
Headquartered  at  El  Redentor  UMC,  the 
group  was  started  in  March  with  finan¬ 
cial  support  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  interested  persons  like 
Ms.  Valdez. 

“The  purpose  of  the  group  is  to  work 
with  older  persons  and  keep  them  active 
and  alive  in  the  community,”  said  Ms. 
Valdez.  “A  lot  of  the  older  people  here 
stay  inside  and  they  feel  bitter  because 
they  feel  that  no  one  cares  about  them. 
Our  program  is  designed  for  us  to  help 
each  other.” 

Although  Silver  Threads  is  designed  to 
provide  social  interaction  and  informa¬ 
tion  for  older  persons  in  the  McAllen 
area,  according  to  Ms.  Valdez,  the  group 
has  been  an  invaluable  source  of  finding 
out  about  elders  who  are  in  abusive  situ¬ 
ations  and  of  helping  them. 

"As  a  result  of  our  time  together  we 
share  things  by  word  of  mouth.  That’s 
how  I  learned  about  the  abuse  in  our 
neighborhood.  One  elderly  woman’s 
daughter  was  taking  her  Social  Security 
check  and  spending  it. 

“In  another  instance  an  ill  woman’s 
son  was  taking  her  medication  from  her 
and  using  it  himself.  Consequently  the 
woman  had  to  make  frequent  trips  to  her 
doctor  for  more  pills.  Eventually  the 
doctor  became  suspicious  but  the  woman 
was  reluctant  to  discuss  the  situation. 

“They  feel  too  scared  of  their  sons  and 
daughters  to  do  anything.  But  members 
of  the  group  will  try  to  get  help  for  them 
by  calling  the  local  elder-abuse  agency. 
The  victims  fear  they’ll  be  put  out  of  the 
house  if  they  do  it. 


"This  program  is  all  about  being  eood 
neighbors,"  Ms.  Valdez  said.  “I  hope  to 
get  more  people  involved  because  we 
are  helping  each  other.” 

Root  causes  identified 

The  root  causes  of  elder  abuse  can  of¬ 
ten  be  attributed  to  ageism  or  a  looking 
down  on  persons  simply  because  they 
are  older,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Rev.  Paul 
Mays,  a  retired  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  and  seminary  professor.  He  is  the  re¬ 
searcher  for  the  denomination’s  task 
force  on  older  persons  which  Mr.  Carroll 
chairs.  He  told  the  Reporter  he  is  in  the 
early  stages  of  gathering  information 
concerning  older  United  Methodists  and 
that  statistics  and  results  from  his  stud¬ 
ies  would  not  be  available  for  several 
months. 

In  the  interim,  church  people  like  Dr. 
Mays  rely  upon  information  gathered 
from  secular  sources  to  understand  and 
work  to  prevent  elderly  abuse. 

Sociologists  and  behavior  specialists 
began  researching  elder-abuse  around 
1978.  The  U.S.  House  Committee  on  Ag¬ 
ing  deduced  in  1981  that  four  percent  or 
1  million  of  the  nation’s  elderly  men  and 
women  were  victims  of  abuse. 

Four  categories  noted 

Categorized  under  four  headings,  elder 
abuse  can  mean:  physical  abuse  or  caus¬ 
ing  bodily  harm;  psychological  abuse  or 
verbal  assault  and  threats;  material 
abuse  such  as  theft  or  misuse  of  money 
or  property;  and  medical  abuse  such  as 
witholding  of  medications  or  aids  such  as 
false  teeth  or  glasses. 

Experts  say  that  physically  and  men¬ 
tally  impaired  women  over  age  75  are 
most  likely  to  be  abused  because  they 
are  most  vulnerable.  Victims  typically 
live  with  their  abuser,  who  usually  is 
their  primary  caregiver  such  as  a  son, 
daughter  or  husband.  Also  older  women 
are  physically,  mentally  and/or  finan¬ 
cially  dependent  upon  that  family  mem¬ 
ber  in  most  cases. 

Further  research  indicates  that  the 
abuser  is  likely  to  be  under  severe  stress. 
The  abuser  may  view  the  elder  as  a 
source  of  stress  due  to  the  high  level  of 
physical,  emotional  and/or  financial 
support  required  for  their  care.  Or  they 
may  suffer  from  alcoholism  and/or 
mental  illness  and  drug  addiction. 

Other  factors  involved 

Researcher  Margaret  O’Rourke,  in  a 
publication  entitled  “Elder  Abuse:  The 
State  of  the  Art,”  listed  demographic 
and  societal  factors  that  may  lead  to  the 
stress  which  contributes  to  the  rise  of 
this  form  of  family  violence.  Noting  that 
people  are  living  longer  and  older  per¬ 
sons  are  the  fastest  growing  age  group  in 
America  (the  over-60  population  in¬ 
creased  seven-fold  between  1900  and 
1977)  she  cited  the  kinds  of  changes  in 
family  lifestyles  this  brings. 

“Today’s  middle-aged  adult  is  more 


likely  to  have  a  living  parent  than 
his/her  counterparts  in  previous  genera¬ 
tions,"  she  wrote.  "Additionally  since 
family  size  has  decreased  steadily  over 
the  past  hundred  years,  there  are  fewer 
adult  children  to  share  the  responsibility 
of  caring  for  a  frail  parent. 

“Care  of  the  frail  parent  has  custom¬ 
arily  been  the  responsibility  of  married 
daughters  or  daughters-in-law  who  were 
at  home  caring  for  their  children.  The 
fact  that  at  least  50  percent  of  all  mar¬ 
ried  women  are  in  the  labor  force  by 
choice  or  economic  necessity  means  that 
the  pool  of  able  and  willing  caretakers  has 
shrunk  at  a  time  when  the  number  of 
aged,  especially  the  very  aged,  has  in¬ 
creased.” 

Ms.  O’Rourke  also  cited  data  that  indi¬ 
cates  elder  abuse  is  sometimes  caused 
by  negative  attitudes  concerning  older 
people  or  ageism.  She  quoted  a  Harris 
Poll  in  which  the  image  of  older  persons 
in  America  is  that  of  "senile,  lonely, 
used-up  bodies  rotting  away  and  waiting 
to  die.” 

Another  theory  on  elder  abuse  identi¬ 
fies  it  as  a  cyclical  pattern  of  intergen- 
erational  abuse  with  parents  and  their 


children  abusing  each  other  throughout 
their  lifetimes.  Research  indicates  that 
children  who  abuse  their  parents  were 
most  likely  abused  by  them  as  children. 

Problem  considered  prevalent 

Ann  Wimberly,  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman  and  gerontologist,  considers 
elderly  abuse  a  "very  prevalent  prob¬ 
lem”  and  urges  churches  to  get  more  in¬ 
volved  in  its  prevention. 

"Churches  ought  to  have>  educational 
ministries  for  older  persons  and  their 
families  to  apprise  them  on  all  phases  of 
aging,”  said  Dr.  Wimberly,  who  formerly 
was  associate  professor  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  at  Oral  Roberts  University. 

“Churches  should  be  mediating  struc¬ 
tures  that  exist  between  the  family  and 
the  bureaucracy  to  communicate  and 
connect  the  family  with  agencies  and  in¬ 
stitutions  to  help  them  get  social  sup¬ 
port.” 

She  offered  the  following  advice  to 
concerned  pastors  and  lay  people: 

“We  should  be  on  the  lookout  for  ongo¬ 
ing  bruises  and  broken  bones  among  the 
elderly  people  we  come  in  contact  with. 
However,  older  persons  bruise  easily,  so 


be  careful  in  diagnosing  elder-abuse,” 
she  warned. 

"For  example  someone  may  help  an 
older  person  out  of  a  chair  and  need  to 
grip  their  arms  tightly  and  that  may 
leave  bruises. 

“Neglect  is  one  of  the  more  common 
forms  of  abuse.  It  occurs  when  the  adult 
child  knows  that  the  older  person  cannot 
take  care  of  himself  or  herself,  and  they 
willfully  do  not  check  up  on  them.  Ne¬ 
glect  also  means  knowing  that  an  elderly 
person  needs  some  cooking  or  cleaning 
done  and  the  responsible  person,  often  an 
adult  child  of  the  victim,  leaves  them  in 
dire  straits. 

“Older  persons  can  help  themselves  by 
reporting  abuse  they  have  received. 
However  in  many  cases  they  keep  quiet 
because  they  fear  reprisals  and  they 
make  excuses  for  the  family  member 
who  is  hurting  them. 

“Most  of  all,  older  people  need  to 
know  that  if  a  person  lays  their  hands  on 
them  it  is  not  right.  Just  like  children, 
who  in  some  instances  are  unable  to  pro¬ 
tect  themselves  and  become  vulnerable, 
elderly  persons  are  entitled  to  protection 
as  valued  persons.” 


‘Ageism’  often  leads  to  abuse  of  elderly 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Dancy,  a  consultant  to  the  Older  Adult  Ad¬ 
visory  group  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  sees  the  church  as  a  primary  place  to  work  toward 
developing  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of  older  adults. 

Thus,  he  adds,  the  church  can  help  in  breaking  down  the 
walls  of  ageism  by  promoting  greater  awareness  and  perhaps 
reducing  the  incidences  of  elder-abuse. 

A  self-styled  gerontologist/theologian,  Dr.  Dancy  said,  "We 
need  to  reeducate  our  congregations’  younger  members  about 
senior  citizens  and  the  aging  process.” 

Dr.  Dancy  is  an  assistant  professor  of  sociology  at  Norfolk 
State  University  in  Virginia. 

“There  are  too  many  negative  myths  around,  such  as  older 
people  can’t  learn  or  that  they  are  senile.  Our  attitudes  be¬ 
come  a  barrier  and  make  us  less  sensitive  to  the  problems 
facing  them  such  as  abuse. 

“Sometimes  churches  unintentionally  reinforce  those  myths 


the  church  today 


Grants  offered  to  help  churches 
reduce  risk  of  fire,  casualties 

EVANSTON  (UMNS)-  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  have  been  invited  to 
apply  for  grants  of  up  to  $5,000  each  to 
help  reduce  risk  of  loss  from  fire  or  oth¬ 
er  casualties. 

Money  for  the  grants  comes  from  the 
United  Methodist  Insurance  Trust,  a  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  denomination-wide  insurance 
program  sponsored  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
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by  always  keeping  the  various  age-related  church  groups  sep¬ 
arate.  We  need  more  inter-generational  activities  so  that  we 
can  learn  about  each  other. 

"Also,”  he  continued,  "churches  must  see  older  people  as  as¬ 
sets  and  not  as  liabilities.  We  should  not  always  ask  what  we 
can  do  for  them,  but  what  they  can  do  for  us,  because  we  don’t 
need  to  create  a  greater  sense  of  dependency  on  their  part. 

"But  before  church  members  can  move  receptively  toward 
working  with  older  persons  they  must  first  accept  the  reality 
of  their  own  aging.  Older  persons  remind  us  of  our  own  mortality, 
dying  and  death,  and  as  long  as  we  put  off  those  thoughts  we  feel 
like  we  can  live  forever,  ’  ’  he  added. 

Dr.  Dancy  also  suggested  that  churches  work  with  members 
of  all  ages  to  prevent  old  age  from  being  problematic  by 
sponsoring  retirement  planning  seminars,  advocacy  groups 
for  older  persons’  rights,  respite  care  for  primary  caregivers 
of  older  persons  or  day  care  centers  for  older  persons. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


(GCFA)  here.  The  trust  receives  its  funds 
from  churches  and  institutions  which  do¬ 
nate  voluntarily  all  or  a  portion  of  the 
annual  dividends  they  get  from  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  insurance  program. 

Deaf  UMs  want  cable 
to  close-caption  show 

MISHAWAKA,  Ind.  (UMNS)  — The 
eighth  annual  United  Methodist  Congress 
of  the  Deaf  held  July  21-23  urged  United 
Methodist  Communications  to  close-cap¬ 
tion  its  cable  television  series  scheduled 
to  begin  in  January  1986. 

The  agency  was  also  asked  to  feature 
deaf  ministries  in  its  programming. 

Nearly  200  people  attended  the  con¬ 
gress  including  those  deaf  all  their  lives 
(pre-lingual,  those  who  became  deaf  af¬ 
ter  they  learned  to  talk  (post-lingual),  in¬ 
terpreters  and  other  interested  in  deaf 
ministries. 

UM  secretaries’  association 
eyes  certification  by  1986 

CHICAGO  (UMR)-The  four-year-old 
Professional  Association  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Secretaries  has  moved  clos¬ 
er  to  an  official  certification  process  for 
its  members. 

The  association’s  executive  committee 
said  following  a  three-day  meeting  in 
late  June  that  it  hopes  to  start  certifying 
local  church  and  other  UM  agency  secre¬ 
taries  in  1986. 

Guidelines  specifying  what  qualifica¬ 
tions  applicants  must  meet  to  be  certi¬ 
fied  have  been  drawn  up.  The  process  is 
expected  to  be  similar  to  certification 
procedures  followed  by  other  groups  in 
the  denomination  including  Christian 
educators,  business  administrators,  and 
communicators. 

For  certification  purposes  the  associa¬ 
tion  is  related  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  plans 
consultations  on  mission  theology 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  hold  a  series  of  eight  consultations 
on  five  continents  to  hear  Methodist 
views  on  a  theology  of  mission. 

The  first  two  sessions  were  scheduled 
in  Harare,  Zimbabwe  (Aug.  11-13)  and 
Zurich,  Switzerland  (Aug.  26-29). 

Other  consultations  are  scheduled  for 
Singapore  (Nov.  6-8);  Omaha,  Neb.  (Nov. 
18-21);  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (Jan.  13-16);  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.  (Jan.  27-29);  and  San  Francis¬ 
co  (March  17-19). 

A  draft  will  be  presented  at  the 
board’s  spring  1987  meeting  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  in  conjunction  with  the  nation¬ 
al  convocation  on  mission. 


Given  up  for  dead 9  he  says 
6 God  had  something  for  me 9 


mam 


Charles  Graham  is  a  champion  skeet 
shooter  despite  physical  limitations. 

Hispanic  UMs 
hold  ‘listening’ 
talks  with  board 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK -The  United  Methodist 
National  Division  held  what  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  "primarily  a  listening  ses¬ 
sion”  at  the  first  National  Consultation 
on  Congregational  Development  in  His¬ 
panic  United  Methodist  churches. 

It  was  one  of  a  series  sponsored  by  the 
division’s  Congregational  Development 
Unit. 

The  Rev.  William  T.  Robinson,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  church  development 
and  renewal,  said,  "We  learned  there  is 
.  tremendous  population  growth  of  His- 
panics  in  the  Western  and  South  Central 
Jurisdictions.  Aside  from  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference,  we  have  not  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  opportunities  there. 

"As  the  National  Division  works  with 
annual  conferences  on  a  comprehensive 
mission  strategy,  we  will  be  urging  them 
to  strengthen  Hispanic  congregations  in¬ 
stead  of  focusing  only  on  Anglo  develop¬ 
ment,”  he  said. 

Four  major  concerns  were  expressed 
at  the  consultation,  according  to  Mr. 
Robinson: 

•  critical  need  for  recruiting,  training 
and  stategic  deployment  of  Hispanic 
pastors; 

•  unique  needs  of  Hispanic  churches  in 
terms  of  leadership,  stages  of  new 
church  development  and  redevelopment, 
mission  design,  Christian  education,  re¬ 
cruitment  evangelism,  stewardship  and 
workship; 

•  feeling  of  isolation  and  non-partici¬ 
pation  in  annual  conference  decision 
making; 

•  urgent  need  for  strong  Hispanic 
churches  to  meet  critical  needs  in  the 
growing  Hispanic  community. 


By  DICK  O'DONNELL 

“Three  times  they  almost  pronounced 
me  dead,”  said  Charles  “Chuck"  Gra¬ 
ham,  59,  a  retired  Air  Force  sergeant 
from  Wrightsown,  N.J. 

"Three  times  I  made  it  back.  The  way 
I  figure  it,  there  was  something  God 
wanted  me  to  do." 

In  December  1976,  Chuck,  a  United 
Methodist  layman,  was  seriously  injured 
in  a  car  crash  in  Carson  City,  Nev.  Ruby, 
his  wife  of  40  years,  walked  away  from 
the  accident.  But  for  Chuck  it  a  different 
story.  His  skull  was  smashed,  and  a 
blood  clot  clouded  his  brain.  He  survived 
after  three  close  encounters  with  death, 
but  his  left  side,  from  the  neck  down, 
was  paralyzed. 

“For  a  while,  I  may  have  felt  sorry  for 
myself,”  he  recalled  “Then  I  turned  to 
television.  But  how  much  television  can 
you  watch?  I  never  gave  up.  My  mother 
used  to  tell  me,  ‘Never  give  up,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  rough  the  going  gets.’  I’m  not  too 
proud  to  admit  I  prayed  when  I  was 
home  alone  sitting  there  in  that  wheel¬ 
chair.  I  prayed  a  lot.” 

Then  he  began  to  think  about  skeet 
shooting.  In  the  Air  Force,  while  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Europe,  he  had  been  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  skeet  shooting  team. 

“I  started  doing  shooting  from  my 
wheelchair,  and  I  had  only  one  good 
arm,”  he  said.  “At  first,  I  was  terrible.  I 
couldn’t  hit  a  thing.” 

For  two  years  he  practiced  skeet 
shooting  with  a  favorite  Winchester  101 
shotgun  he  had  owned  before  the  acci¬ 
dent.  As  time  went  by  he  began  hitting 
the  clay  pigeons  consistently.  By  then  he 
was  able  to  walk— and  shoot— with  the 
help  of  a  cane. 

In  1981,  Chuck  won  the  world  champi¬ 
onship  for  handicapped  skeet  shooters. 
He  hit  174  clay  birds  before  he  missed 
one.  Two  months  later  he  hit  239  birds 
out  of  250  in  the  world  skeet  shootoff. 
There  were  1100  shooters  in  the  competi¬ 
tion-all  able-bodied  except  for  Chuck. 


handicapped.  I  tell  them  if  I  can  do  it, 
they  can  do  it  too.  ‘Don’t  give  up  on  your¬ 
self.  God  is  on  your  side,’  I  tell  them.” 

“I  tell  them,  ‘Don’t  let  anybody  ever 
tell  you  you’re  crippled.  You  are  handi¬ 
capped.  You  are  crippled  only  when  you 
give  up  on  yourself.” 

Chuck  paused,  weighed  his  words 
carefully,  then  declared:  “I  believe  for 
some  reason  God  spared  me  because  he 
knew  I  could  take  it.  I  think  God  wanted 
me  to  pass  the  message  along  to  other 
handicapped  people  that  they  should 
never,  never  give  up.  Look  at  me.  I  al¬ 
most  died  three  times  after  that  acci¬ 
dent.  I  haven’t  died  yet.  I’m  still 
running.” 

Every  Sunday,  when  he  is  not  away 
visiting  V.A.  hospitals,  Chuck  attends 
services  at  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  North  Egypt,  a  short  drive  from  his 
home. 

“I  have  a  number  of  grandchildren  liv¬ 
ing  close  by,"  he  said.  “I  always  try  to 
take  one  of  them  with  me.  I  want  them 
to  learn  about  what  is  really  important 
in  life.  I  want  them  to  learn  about  God.” 

Mr.  O’Donnell  is  a  freelance  writer  in 
Bellevue,  Wash. 


Help  Wanted: 

Congregational  Development 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY:  Senior 
Administrator  for  all  loans  to  local 
churches,  including  supervision  of  field 
staff  in  the  Office  of  Loan  Administra¬ 
tion.  Position  requires  counseling  with 
local  churches  and  managing  applica¬ 
tions  for  loans  from  inception  to  payout. 
Candidate  will  need  some  experience 
in  local  church  building  program,  plus 
accounting/legal  or  lending  experience. 
Extensive  travel  and  relocating  to  New 
York  City  required. 


Chuck  came  in  second. 

Since  then  he  has  been  touring  mili¬ 
tary  hospitals  at  his  own  expense.  "I 
give  skeet  shooting  exhibitions,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  “And  I  talk  to  people  who  are 

Write  to:  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Gallon 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
United  Methodist  Church 

475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  320 

New  York,  New  York  10115 

CLASS 

IFIED  | 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  and  pastoral  care 
in  one  of  nation’s  most  attractive  and  rapidly 
growing  areas.  900-member  church.  30  hour/week. 
Available  immediately.  Send  Resume  to  or  con- 

600-MEMBER  COLLEGE  4'county-seat-town 
church  seeks  Youth  &  Education  Ministries  Direc¬ 
tor.  $16,000  plus  housing.  St.  John's  UMC,  Box  52, 
Georgetown,  TX  78627.  | 

tact  Dr.  D.  Clark  Thompson.  Port  St.  Lucie  United 
Methodist  Church.  260  SW  Prima  Vista  Blvd..  Port 

St.  Lucie.  FL  33452.  (305)  878-1155. 

ADMISSIONS.  GARRETT-EVANGELICAL  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  a  graduate  school  of  theology  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  located  on  the  cam- 
pus  of  Northwestern  University  in  Evanston,  IL. 
seeks  a  Director  of  Admissions.  M.Div.,  ordination 
and  United  Methodist  affiliation  desirable,  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  vita  and 
three  letters  of  reference  to  Dr.  Adolf  Hansen. 
2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201,  by  Sept. 

15. 1985.  AA/EOE. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  1.200-member 

church.  Part-time.  Salanr  negotiable.  Position 
available  immediately.  Contact  Rev.  H.  Fred 
Spencer,  senior  pastor.  Seminole  Heights  United 
Methodist  Churcn,  6111  Central  Ave..  Tampa.  FL 
33604  i 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

at  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  LA. 
1,300  members.  Salary  negotiable.  Position  avail¬ 
able  immediately.  Send  resume  to  the  Rev.  W. 
Dwight  Ramsey.  1901  Lexington,  Monroe,  LA  71201, 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth— The  Florin  United  Methodist  Church  seeks 
a  full-time  person  in  a  fast  growing  community 
and  supporting-caring  congregation.  Send  resume 
to  Dr.  A.  C.  Ubalde  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  28186,  Sacramen¬ 
to.  CA  95828. 

COME  WITH  US  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND!  Nov.  12- 

$1,299  Rev.  Roberta  L.  Williams,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  9  N.  Main  St.,  Mansfield.  MA 
02048.  (617)  339-3560.  Write  for  brochure.  Arrange¬ 
ments  by  Travelink  Tours,  International.  ! 

CHURCH  OF  2,100  MEMBERS  SEEKS  person 
with  demonstrated  skills  in  youth  ministry  for  full¬ 
time  position.  Creative,  mature  individual  desired. 
Compensation  package  includes  attractive  house. 
Send  resumes  to  Dr  Bill  Moorer,  First  UMC,  2300 
Country  Club  Road,  Duncan.  OK  73533. 

NEW  PARENTING_PROGRAM;  growing  with 

terprises,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690 
Palm  Ave.,  La  Mesa,  CA  92041.  $10  text  and  guide. 

THE  ULTIMATE  FUND  RAISER  for  individuals, 
churches,  schools,  missionary,  church  homes,  etc. 

LARGE  HOUSE  FOR  SALE.  First  tier  on  Lake 
Pomme  de  Terre,  125  miles  south  of  K.C.,  MO.  Ide- 

telephone  service.  Sharp  St  Associates.  (800)  325- 
4219  or  (606)  269-9663 

282-6440. 

COOK  RETREAT  Sc  CAMP  FACILITY  located  in 
the  beautiful  Black  Hills  is  looking  for  cooks. 
FT/PT  options  available.  Housing  provided.  Con-, 
tact  Dan  Wetterstrom,  Storm  Mountain  Center, 
1701  Keystone  Route,  Rapid  City.  SD  57701.  (605) 
343-4391. 

FOR  SALE:  20  SLEEVELESS  red  choir  robes,  20 
white  washable  tops,  one  with  gathered  cuff  for  di¬ 
rector  Please  call  (216)  784-0495  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 
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U.N.  women’s  forum 
finds  ready  agreement 
on  humanitarian  issues 


By  JAMES  T.  McHUGH 
Religious  News  Service 

In  the  early  morning  hours  of  July  27, 
after  prolonged,  intense  and  sometimes 
divisive  debate,  the  two-week  U.N.  Con¬ 
ference  on  Women  concluded  its  work  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya. 

The  conference,  composed  of  dele¬ 
gates  from  U.N.  member  states,  perma¬ 
nent  observers  and  non-governmental 
organizations,  had  reached  a  consensus 
on  its  basic  document,  “Forward-Look¬ 
ing  Strategies  of  Implementation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Women.” 

The  international  conference  was  the 
end  point  of  the  U.N.  Decade  for  Women, 
which  was  launched  at  a  similar  confer¬ 
ence  in  Mexico  City  in  1975,  and  the  doc¬ 
ument  reviewed  the  past  and  outlined  an 
agenda  up  to  the  year  2000  on  the  themes 
of  equality,  development  and  peace. 

Permeated  with  tensions 

The  1985  conference  was  permeated 
with  political  tensions  and  debates  about 
South  Africa,  Arab-Israeli  affairs  and  in¬ 
ternational  economic  problems,  espe¬ 
cially  the  disparities  between  developed 
and  developing  nations.  There  was  also 
an  airing  of  some  anti-American  senti¬ 
ment.  These  issues  constantly  threatened 
the  sought-after  consensus  that  had  elud¬ 
ed  the  1975  conference  and  the  mid-de¬ 
cade  conference  held  at  Copenhagen  in 
1980,  and  created  a  sense  of  frustration 
that  distracted  from  the  central  theme— 
the  advancement  of  women. 

But  they  are  the  global  problems  that 
occupy  world  attention,  especially  in 
United  Nations  debates,  and  ongoing  ad¬ 
vancement  in  every  sphere  of  human  af¬ 
fairs  will  be  forestalled  or  relativized 
while  these  problems  remain  unresolved. 

First  of  all,  looking  at  the  conference 
in  the  context  of  the  U.N.  Decade,  one 
could  see  real  progress.  The  women  del¬ 
egates  were  greater  in  number,  more 
conversant  with  the  issues,  more  articu¬ 
late  and  self-confident  in  the  debates, 
and  more  capable  of  focusing  in  and 
reaching  understanding  on  those  matters 
that  touch  the  daily  lives  of  women  and 
men  in  various  nations  and  cultures. 
Thus,  as  the  delegates  worked  their  way 
through  the  agenda,  agreement  came 
more  readily  on  humanitarian  concerns 
such  as  meeting  the  needs  of  poor  wom¬ 
en;  aging  women;  abused,  destitute,  mi¬ 
grant,  minority  and  indigenous  women; 
women  who  are  the  sole  supporters  of 
their  families,  and  physically  and  men¬ 
tally  disabled  women. 

While  the  specific  needs  of  these  wom¬ 
en  differ  from  country  to  country,  the 
delegates  agreed  that  a  more  enlight¬ 
ened  and  systematic  attempt  on  the  part 
of  governments  and  a  strengthening  of 
the  efforts  of  families  and  voluntary  or¬ 
ganizations  were  essential  to  meet  these 
special  needs. 

Differences  uncovered 

Discussion  of  the  basic  themes  — 
equality,  development  and  peace— un¬ 
covered  differences  among  the  dele¬ 
gates.  Generally  viewpoints  of  those 
from  the  developed  nations  contrasted 
sharply  with  those  of  the  developing  na¬ 
tions.  Occasionally,  discussion  surfaced 
differences  between  Western  nations  and 
those  in  the  Eastern  European  bloc.  So, 
for  instance,  there  was  general  agree¬ 
ment  on  the  need  for  equality  in  educa¬ 
tion,  payment  for  work,  improvement  of 
working  conditions,  access  to  profession¬ 
al  careers  and  political  life,  health  care 
and  the  role  of  law  in  removing  discrimi¬ 
nation  on  the  grounds  of  sex. 

Differences  appeared,  however,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  marriage,  family  life  and  sexual 
activity  and  what  were  referred  to  as 
the  changing  roles  of  women  and  men. 
For  example,  one  paragraph  stated,  “Le¬ 
gal  provisions  should  be  made  to  grant 
official  status  and  recognition  to  de 
facto  family  structures  that  have  not 
been  accepted  traditionally  and  to  elimi¬ 
nate  discrimination  against  unmarried 
women  and  their  children  born  out  of 
Wedlock.” 

.  It  was  immediately  recognized  that 
this  brief  sentence  involved  two  separate 
issues— legal  recognition  of  all  types  of 
“family  structures,”  including  homosex¬ 
ual  or  lesbian  unions,  and  fair  treatment 
pf  unwed  mothers  and  their  children. 
Delegates  from  some  Arab  countries 
called  for  elimination  of  the  entire  sen¬ 
tence  because,  in  their  view,  it  threat¬ 
ened  the  family  and  seemed  to 
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encourage  immoral  behavior;  i.e.,  out-of- 
wedlock  sexual  behavior. 

Delegates  from  some  Western  na¬ 
tions— Canada,  the  Netherlands  and 
some  Scandinavian  countries— support¬ 
ed  the  text  without  any  change,  arguing 
that  changes  in  the  traditional  family 
ought  to  be  encouraged  to  bring  about 
greater  equality.  Delegates  from  the 
Third  World  and  from  the  Vatican  called 
for  deletion  of  the  phrase  related  to 
changing  family  structures  and  support¬ 
ed  elimination  of  discrimination  against 
unwed  mothers  and  their  children. 

In  the  negotiations,  Russia  and  the 
United  States  joined  in  opposing  legal 
recognition  of  all  types  of  “family  struc¬ 
tures,”  and  the  Arab  nations  agreed  to  a 
change  of  wording  in  regard  to  unwed 
mothers  and  their  children  that  removed 
their  concern  about  encouraging  immo¬ 
rality.  The  final  text  then  read:  "Without 
prejudice  to  the  religious  and  cultural 
traditions  of  countries,  and  taking  into 
account  the  de  facto  situation,  legal  or 
other  appropriate  provisions  should  be 
made  to  eliminate  discrimination  against 
single  mothers  and  their  children.” 

’  The  differences  of  perception  in  re¬ 
gard  to  development  and  peace  were  not 
so  readily  or  clearly  resolved,  since  they 
were  seen  in  light  of  the  staggering  debt 
of  many  developing  nations  and  the 
worldwide  harmful  effects  of  the  arms 
race.  The  debates  at  least  allowed  ex¬ 
pression  and  understanding  of  the  im¬ 
pact  of  these  problems  on  the  lives  of 
women  in  the  Third  World. 

Beyond  the  socio-economic  concerns 
and  political  debates  were  the  cultural, 
religious  and  ethical  currents.  Religious 
and  ethical  viewpoints  were  frequently 
raised  by  some  of  the  nations  with  a 
strong  Moslem  or  Islamic  tradition. 

Will  enthusiasm  fade? 

The  1985  Nairobi  conference  marked 
the  end  of  the  U.N.  Decade  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Women.  Will  enthusiasm 
for  women’s  advancement  now  fade  with 
the  euphoria  of  the  meeting?  I  think  not. 

First,  many  of  the  planners  and  par¬ 
ticipants  were  already  suggesting  peri¬ 
odic  reviews  through  the  year  2000  with 
systematic  monitoring  by  U.N.  agencies, 
principally  the  U.N.  Commission  on  the 
Status  of  Women. 

Second,  the  forward-looking  strategies 
document,  adopted  by  consensus,  is  a 
wide-ranging  paper  addressed  to  govern¬ 
ments  and  policy-makers  about  specific 
policies ,  3 nd  programs  to  improve  the 
status  of  women.  It  reflects  a  good  deal 
of  preparatory  work  and  a  more  enlight¬ 
ened  understanding  of  the  needs  of  wom¬ 
en  in  various  nations,  cultures  and 
socio-political  situations.  Its  strength  is 
in  addressing  specific  problems  and  urg¬ 
ing  practical  solutions,  not  only  in  the 
developed  countries  where  the  women’s 
agenda  is  already  advanced  but  also  in 
the  Third  World  where  things  like  clean 
water,  immunization,  preventive  health 
care,  the  well-being  of  the  family  and 
improvement  of  working  conditions  to 
assist  women  in  meeting  family  respon¬ 
sibilities  are  primary  concerns. 

Third,  the  decade  of  concentrated  in¬ 
terest  and  activity  has  already  paid  rich 
dividends.  The  women  participants  at 
Nairobi  showed  themselves  to  be  politi¬ 
cally  alert  and  realistic,  and  they  ex¬ 
pected  to  return  home  and  pursue  the 
strategies  at  the  local  level.  They  were 
also  aware  that  they  are  a  new  and  via¬ 
ble  force  in  the  global  political  scene, 
and  they  can  be  expected  to  maintain  a 
visible  presence  and  reassert  women’s 
concerns  in  ongoing  political  debates. 

Finally,  although  concern  about  wom¬ 
en’s  involvement  in  policy-making  and 
administration  is  widespread,  one  bit  of 
caution  seemed  to  evolve  during  the  de- 
cade-long  process.  It  became  clear  that 
in  all  these  initiatives  and  strategies  a 
woman  must  be  seen  as  a  human  person 
with  fundamental  dignity  and  rights.  She 
is  not  simply  another  cog  in  the  econom¬ 
ic  machinery,  nor  are  her  rights  derived 
simply  from  performing  all  the  roles  and 
functions  that  men  perform. 

Msgr.  McHugh,  who  resides  at  Sacred 
Heart  Cathedral  in  Newark.  N.J.,  is  spe¬ 
cial  adviser.  Mission  of  the  Permanent 
Observer  of  the  Holy  See  to  the  United 
Nations. 


Late  ecumenist  Blake 
credited  with  ‘timing’ 
in  call  for  church  union 
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Film  wins  Christian  group  award 
CHICAGO— The  Christian  Film  Distributors  Association  recently  named 
“The  Sunshine  Factory”  best  children’s  film  of  1984.  The  film  was  written  by 
Terry  Zinn,  left,  United  Methodist  from  Oklahoma  City,  and  produced  by  Mi¬ 
chael  Meece  (right)  of  Dallas.  Mr.  Zinn's  puppet  character  is  Chadsworth. 

Aging  members  seen 
as  concern  for  religion 


Family-planning  vote  proves  disturbing 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  — Membership  in 
churches  and  synagogues  is  becoming 
predominantly  older,  but  ministries  are 
continuing  to  be  geared  largely  toward 
young  people,  according  to  participants 
at  a  July  conference  on  “Religion  and 
the  Images  of  the  Aging.” 

The  international,  interfaith  gathering 
tackled  such  tough  issues  as  how  to  be 
advocates  for  the  aged  as  a  group  while 
not  treating  all  elderly  people  as  though 
they  are  the  same,  balancing  real  depen¬ 
dency  needs  with  the  importance  of  be¬ 
ing  as  independent  as  possible,  and 
determining  how  much  responsibility 
adult  children  should  have  for  their  el¬ 
derly  parents  as  compared  with  their 
spouses  and  children. 

The  meeting  drew  some  25  persons  to 
the  Lincoln  Center  campus  of  Fordham 
University.  It  was  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Interfaith  Coalition  on  Aging, 
Fordham’s  Third  Age  Center  on  Geron¬ 
tology,  and  the  Opera  Pia  International 
for  Active  Aging,  based  in  Isernia,  Italy. 

Dr.  Thomas  Robb  of  Atlanta,  director 
of  the  Presbyterian  Office  on  Aging,  said 
church  people  tend  to  have  a  preference 
for  those  he  described  as  Y  A  VIS— young, 
attractive,  verbally  intelligent,  and  suc¬ 
cessful. 

Scared  of  getting  old 

Characterizing  the  attitudes  of  most 
American  Presbyterians,  he  said,  “We’re 
scared  as  hell  about  getting  old.  We  don’t 
want  to  get  old,  and  because  we’re  mod¬ 
erately  affluent  we  think  we  can  buy  our 
way  out  of  it.” 

In  the  four  years  since  his  office  was 
established,  Dr.  Robb  said,  it  has  per¬ 
suaded  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
to  declare  1983  the  Year  of  the  Older 
Person,  has  worked  with  Bible  scholars 
and  systematic  theologians  at  Pittsburgh 
Theological  Seminary  to  develop  a  focus 
on  aging  in  their  curricula,  and,  with  the 
church’s  women’s  organization,  has  de¬ 
veloped  a  project  under  which  retired 
persons  are  serving  in  volunteer  mission 
assignments. 

Dr.  Robb  said  the  slogan  of  the  volun¬ 
teer  program  is,  “The  Presbyterian 
Church  is  looking  for  a  few  good  old  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  give  us  two  years  of  their 
retirement.”  He  said  the  program  has 
nine  applications  on  file,  “including  one 
from  a  lady  in  Cyprus  who  keeps  volun¬ 
teering  to  do  mission  work  in  the  U.S.” 

Dr.  Leopold  Rosenmayr  of  the  L. 
Boltzmann  Institute  for  Social  Gerontol¬ 
ogy  and  Life  Span  Research  in  Vienna 
asked  whether  the  notion  of  aging  im¬ 
plies  “some  kind  of  specialization  of 
something  that  cannot  be  specialized.” 
He  expressed  the  fear  that  those  who 
work  with  the  elderly  will  forget  “the 
differences  of  human  problems”  by 
treating  all  aged  persons  as  though  they 
are  the  same. 

"All  of  us  in  our  church  organizations 
tend  to  be  afflicted  with  the  problem  of 
seeing  ourselves  in  terms  of  what  we 
do,"  said  Dr.  John  MacPherson  of  Anti- 
gonish,  N.S.,  vice-president  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Association  of  the  Knights  of  Malta. 
“We've  got  to  start  looking  at  our¬ 
selves,"  he  said,  “in  terms  other  than 
that  of  being  a  function.” 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON  — A  coalition  of  30 
mainline-Protestant  and  Jewish  agen¬ 
cies  have  denounced  as  "mind-blowing" 
a  vote  by  the  U.S.  House  of  Representa- 


Poem  of  the  week 
Recognition 

I  spat  a  word  into  the  air 
In  raging,  bitter,  deep  despair. 

Its  recoil  added  to  my  pain; 

Enraged,  I  hurled  it  out  again. 

How  many  times  would  it  return 
Ere  stubborn  pride  was  forced  to  learn 
My  word  could  only  injure  me 
Till,  kneeling  in  humility 
I  barely  breathed  it  to  the  air. 

And  someone  answered,  for  that  was 
prayer. 

-RUTH  PITCHER 


tives  to  cut  off  family  planning  aid  to  the 
United  Nations  as  a  step  against 
“forced"  abortions  in  China. 

The  religious  groups  criticized  a  July 
10  House  vote  to  eliminate  the  $40-mil- 
lion  U.S.  contribution  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions’  Family  Planning  Association, 
which  heavily  supports  the  Chinese' 
“one-child”  population  control  program. 

The  House  reacted  to  widespread  re¬ 
ports  that  the  Chinese  program  has  in¬ 
cluded  millions  of  forced  abortions  and 
sterilization  and  instances  of  infanticide. 

While  members  of  Congress  "thought 
they  were  voting  to  end  support  for  co¬ 
erced  abortions  in  China,"  the  religious 
groups  said,  the  action  would  actually 
lead  to  more  abortions  as  a  result  of 
fewer  family-planning  services  and  "will 
add  millions  of  hungry"  people. 

"The  religious  community  deplores 
the  equating  of  family-planning  services 
with  abortion  services."  said  the  groups, 
represented  by  the  Washington-based 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights. 


Susanne  Paul,  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said  the 
health  and  welfare  division  of  her  agen¬ 
cy  worked  with  other  non-governmental 
organizations  (NGOs)  on  a  health  plena¬ 
ry  at  the  UN  conference  on  women  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  in  July. 

One  question  her  agency  tried  to  inject 
into  the  Nairobi  conference,  Ms.  Paul 
said,  is  how  the  traditional  concept  of 
women  as  caretakers  of  the  elderly  can 
be  reconciled  with  women’s  rights.  “Do 
the  elderly  rights  and  women’s  rights 
clash  at  some  point?”  she  asked. 

Several  concerns  voted 

At  a  wrap-up  session,  participants 
voiced  several  concerns  to  be  presented 
to  the  International  Association  of  Ger¬ 
ontology  meeting  by  Msgr.  Charles  J. 
Fahey,  director  of  the  Third  Age  Center 
at  Fordham.  These  included: 

—  The  need  to  reach  out  to  elderly 
people  who  are  not  affiliated  with  reli¬ 
gious  institutions,  stressed  by  several 
participants. 

—  Taking  care  not  to  idealize  the  ag¬ 
ing  unduly.  "Some  of  them  are  pretty 
horrible  in  terms  of  the  things  they’ve 
done  to  each  other,”  Dr.  MacPherson 
said. 

—  Stressing  what  Dr.  Rosenmayr 
called  the  “emphasis  on  renewal  and  re¬ 
birth”  in  the  Judeo-Christian  tradition. 

'—  Realizing,  in  Dr.  Robb’s  words, 
that  “everyone  is  needy  and  everyone  is 
capable  of  giving,  and  there  needs  to  be 
a  mutuality.” 


Pontius'  Puddle 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Friends  and  colleagues 
of  the  Rev.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  the 
highly  influential  Presbyterian  ecumen¬ 
ist  who  died  July  31  at  age  79,  remember 
him  as  an  adroit  politician,  a  master  of 
timing,  a  “decent  human  being”  and  a 
visionary  who  was  ahead  of  his  peers  in 
seeing  where  the  church  needed  to  move. 

Dr.  Blake,  the  most  powerful  figure  in 
American  Protestantism  in  the  1950s  and 
1960s,  was  stated  clerk  of  the  major 
“northern”  Presbyterian  body  from  1951 
to  1966  and  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  from  1966  to 
1972.  He  was  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  from  1954  to  1957. 

Friends  remember  him  as  a  large  and 
physically  impressive  man  in  his  prime. 
He  played  guard  on  Princeton  Universi¬ 
ty’s  football  team  in  the  late  1920s. 

William  P.  Thompson,  former  stated 
clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
recalls  that  Dr.  Blake  “used  his  physical 
impressiveness  to  strengthen  his  leader¬ 
ship  opportunities.” 

Dr.  Blake  was  the  WCC’s  second  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  (chief  executive).  The 
first,  the  Rev  Willem  Visser ’t  Hooft,  a 
Netherlands  Reformed  churchman,  died 
just  four  weeks  earlier,  on  July  4,  at  age 
84. 

‘Father  of  COCU’ 

The  Rev.  Paul  Crow,  ecumenical  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  and  former  top  executive  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  said  that 
Dr.  Blake  must  be  credited  with  being 
the  “father  of  COCU,”  the  church  unity 
effort  launched  by  a  Sunday-morning 
sermon  Dr.  Blake  preached  at  Grace  Ca¬ 
thedral  in  San  Francisco  in  1960.  He  had 
been  invited  there  by  Episcopal  Bishop 
James  Pike  to  preach  during  a  National 
Council  of  Churches  meeting.  In  that 
famous  sermon  he  called  for  the  Presby¬ 
terian,  Episcopal,  Methodist  and  United 
Church  of  Christ  denominations  to  unite 
into  a  church  that  would  be  “both  catho¬ 
lic  and  reformed.” 

The  Rev.  Lewis  Wilkins,  a  Presbyteri¬ 
an  synod  staff  member  in  Indianapolis 
who  knew  Dr.  Blake  when  both  were  in 
Geneva,  stressed  that  “the  Grace  Cathe¬ 
dral  sermon  launched  a  phase  of  the  uni¬ 
ty  side  of  ecumenism  that’s  still  going 
on.  COCU  is  the  only  serious  church- 
union  effort  in  the  U.S.  that’s  ever  been 
sustained  so  long  across  confessional  di¬ 
visions.”  The  COCU  conversations  cur¬ 
rently  involve  nine  denominations. 

Even  though  Roman  Catholics  are  not 
involved  in  COCU  talks,  Dr.  Blake’s  in¬ 
fluence  was  felt  in  that  denomination. 
Cardinal  Bernard  Law  of  Boston,  who 
headed  the  U.S.  Catholic  bishops’  ecu¬ 


menical  committee  from  1968  to  1971 
and  was  a  friend  and  fishing  partner, 
said,  “Few  Christians  heard  the  prayer 
of  Jesus  “that  they  may  be  one”  so  in¬ 
tently  as  Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake.  And 
having  heard  it,  fewer  committed  them¬ 
selves  so  passionately  to  its  fulfillment." 

Great  sense  of  timing 

Both  Mr.  Wilkins  and  longtime  Pres¬ 
byterian  journalist  Janet  Harbison  Pen- 
field  of  Princeton,  N.J.,  suggested  that 
Dr.  Blake’s  finest  gift  may  have  been  his 
sense  of  timing.  “He  spoke  his  mind 
about  the  disunity  of  the  church  at  a  very 
psychological  moment,"  said  Ms.  Pen- 
field,  a  close  friend  of  Dr.  Blake  and  his 
wife  Jean. 

“And  he  spoke  his  mind  about  the 
scandal  of  segregation  in  the  society 
when  the  timing  was  right.  "  She  recalled 
when  he  was  arrested  in  Baltimore  for 
integrating  an  amusement  park  at  a 
time  when  such  action  was  widely  disap¬ 
proved  of  by  many  Presbyterians.  “He 
had  his  ducks  in  a  row.  He  knew  what  he 
was  doing  before  he  did  it  and  had 
rounded  up  clergy  support.  He  made  the 
cover  of  Time  for  that.  He  was  very  pho¬ 
togenic.  He  was  wearing  a  white  hat  for 
the  occasion,  and  he  made  them  (police) 
haul  him  into  the  paddy  wagon  in  front 
of  the  photographers.” 

Said  Dr.  Crow:  “A  lot  of  Presbyterians 
wanted  to  write  Gene  out  of  the  church 
for  his  strong  civil  rights  stands.”  Like¬ 
wise  controversial  was  his  leadership  at 
the  World  Council  in  launching  the  Pro¬ 
gram  to  Combat  Racism.  “He  had  a 
make-or-break  commitment  to  civil 
rights.” 

He  also  was  committed  to  making  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  a  truly  world 
body.  It  was  largely  through  Dr.  Blake’s 
persistence  that  large  numbers  of  Third 
World  churches  became  members  of  the 
council. 

More  than  a  football  player 

Frances  Smith,  a  United  Methodist 
press  officer  who  formerly  worked  for 
the  WCC  in  Geneva,  said  that  Europeans 
at  the  WCC  were  skeptical  at  Blake’s 
election,  doubting  that  he  was  a  serious 
person,  “because  they  had  an  image  of 
him  as  a  football  player.”  Also,  he  was 
not  the  linguist  his  predecessor,  Dr. 
Visser ’t  Hooft,  was.  The  council’s  first 
head  spoke  and  wrote  four  languages. 
But  Blake’s  “friendliness  and  openness 
won  them  over.” 

Dr.  Blake  was  generally  considered 
adroit  at  dealing  with  the  press.  “He 
was  not  afraid  of  journalists,"  said  Ms. 
Smith.  “He  used  the  press  successfully. 
He  always  had  time  to  talk  with  any 
journalist  who  wanted  an  interview.  He 
wanted  them  to  have  the  facts.” 


I'M  BOSHED.  I'VE.  BEEN  LOBBYING- 

on  the  phone  for  uoors-- 

CALLING  IN  OLD  DEBTS, 

USING-  HIGH  PRESSURE 
TACTICS. 


LINING-  UP 
VOTES  FOR 
THE  NATIONAL 


NO,  TEACHERS  FOR 
THE  NEW  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  YEAR. 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Heavenly  love’  gives  assurance 


Members  of  the  Religious  Abortion 
Rights  Coalition  include  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congre¬ 
gations,  the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A., 
the  United  Synagogue  of  America  and 
the  Christian  Church,  (Disciples  of 
Christ). 

Influential  in  the  House  vote  was  a  de¬ 
tailed  investigative  report  earlier  this 
year  by  the  Washington  Post.  It  said  that 
pregnant  women  in  China  who  have  one 
child  or  more  are  required  to  undergo 
abortions. 

Between  1979  and  1984.  the  Post  re¬ 
ported.  there  were  53  million  such  abor¬ 
tions  in  China,  about  one-fifth  of  them 
conducted  in  the  third  trimester  of  preg¬ 
nancy. 

The  forced  abortions  are  usually  done 
through  an  injection  of  lethal  drugs  into 
the  womb,  the  Post  said,  citing  also  rou¬ 
tine  strangulation  of  newborns  by  doc¬ 
tors. 


In  heavenly  love  abiding , 

No  change  my  heart  shall  fear: 
And  safe  is  such  confiding. 

For  nothing  changes  here: 

The  storm  may  roar  without  me. 
My  heart  may  low  be  laid: 

But  God  is  round  about  me, 

And  can  1  be  dismayed. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Anna  Waring,  a  native  of  Wales,  wrote 
this  hymn  when  she  was  27  and  published 
it  in  1850  in  a  small  collection  of  19 
hymns.  She  had  come  to  England  as  a 
teen-ager  and  lived  at  Bristol.  When  she 
was  19,  she  was  baptized  into  the  Church 
of  England. 

Known  as  a  gentle  person,  she  pos¬ 
sessed  a  quiet  yet  sparkling  sense  of  hu¬ 
mor.  She  learned  Hebrew  to  be  able  to 


read  and  study  the  Old  Testament  poetry 
in  the  original  language  and  established 
the  lifelong  habit  of  reading  the  Hebrew 
Psalter  each  day. 

The  hymn  is  written  in  the  spirit  of 
Psalm  23,  and  the  second  and  third  stan¬ 
zas  reveal  a  fairly  close  paraphrase  of 
the  Shepherd  Psalm. 

Few  hymn  writers  have  been  so  sensi¬ 
tive  and  shy  of  publicity  as  was  Anna 
Waring.  She  poured  her  heart  into  her 
hymn  writing,  but  little  is  known  about 
her  life  and  education. 

Her  later  years  were  given  to  philan¬ 
thropic  work,  and  she  spent  a  great  deal 
of  time  visiting  the  prisons  of  Bristol. 
She  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Dis¬ 
charged  Prisoners’  Aid  Society,  an  orga¬ 
nization  devoted  to  the  rehabilitation  of 
released  prisoners. 


The  first  appearance  of  several  of 
Anna  Waring’s  hymns  in  America  is 
credited  to  a  Unitarian  minister,  F.  D. 
Huntingdon,  in  a  hymnal  he  published  in 
Boston  in  1864. 

The  hymn  tune  commonly  associated 
with  these  words  is  called  "Nyland,"  a 
folk  melody  from  Finland  and  named  for 
one  of  the  Finnish  provinces.  It  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  1909  hymnal  published  by 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  the 
national  church  of  Finland. 

The  tune  was  first  used  with  “In  Heav¬ 
enly  Love  Abiding”  in  a  hymnal  pub¬ 
lished  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1927 
and  has  become  indelibly  associated 
with  this  hymn. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Tell  Me  the  Stories  of  Jesus" 


Dear  Deborah 


What  if  I  don’t  help  my  church  in  need? 


Dear  Deborah: 

There  are  times  when  I  get  a  phone 
call  from  someone  in  our  church  asking 
me  to  help  with  a  particular  project, 
but  I  don’t  always  have  the  time.  Then 
when  I  hear  the  project  is  floundering, 
I  feel  guilty.  What  can  I  do  about  this? 

S. 


Dear  S.: 

Try  to  understand  why  you  feel 
guilty.  Did  you  really  not  have  the 
time ?  Was  the  job  onerous?  Did 
you  like  the  way  you  were  asked? 


As  you  sort  this  out  you  may  feel 
more  guilt  —  but  that  can  be  infor¬ 
mative  also. 

If  you  really  did  not  have  the 
time  or  energy  for  that  task,  then 
why  not  help  think  of  others  who 
could  do  this  particular  job  and 
suggest  the  names  to  your  caller? 
Many  church  members  get  into  a 
pattern  of  asking  only  those  who 
have  done  a  good  job  in  the  past  or 
who  are  good  friends  of  theirs 
(with  whom  they  feel  comfortable 
and  like  to  work )  instead  of  reach¬ 


ing  out  to  ask  others.  This  is  the  in¬ 
nocent  way  that  cliques  are 
formed.  See  what  you  can  do  to  in¬ 
crease  participation  of  others  and 
your  guilt  may  well  be  assuaged. 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems 
in  living  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 
Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  let¬ 
ters.  Write  "Dear  Deborah,  PERSON¬ 
AL"  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 
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Heflin  UMC  Hosts  Children’s  Home 

Children  and  youth  from  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  were  treated 
to  a  day  of  horseback  riding  and  other 
outdoor  activities  on  July  17  at  the  rodeo 
arena  south  of  Minden.  Hosts  were  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Howard  Robinson  and  members  of 
the  Heflin  United  Methodist  Church.  Sev¬ 
eral  Baptist  neighbors  also  joined  along 
with  the  Methodists  in  making  the  day  a 
successful  one  for  the  children. 

Activities  included  horseback  riding, 
volleyball,  tug  of  war,  and  table  games. 
A  special  event  was  the  goat  throwing 
contest  with  prizes  given  to  the  children 
with  the  shortest  recorded  times. 

Food  was  donated  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  various  church  members,  and 
friends  from  the  community. 

Pastor  for  the  Heflin-Brushwood 
Charge  is  Rev.  Alvin  Mayo. 


Conference  Calendar 

August 

24  Sunday  School  Growth  &  Renewal  Workshop,  First  Church,  New  Orleans. 

25  Campus  Ministry  Open  House 
30-9/2  Family  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

September 

1  Seatbelt  Sunday 

3-5  Recertification  Laboratory  for  Lab  Leaders 

5- 6  Fall  Retreat  for  all  1st  &  2nd  Year  Candidates  for  Full  Connection,  Camp 

Istrouma. 

6- 7  Full  Commission  on  Religion  &  Race  Joint  Training  Event,  Mount 

Sequoyah 

8  Christian  Education  Sunday 
10  Church  Growth  Pastor’s  Seminar,  FUMC  Alexandria 

12  Continuing  Education  for  Ministers,  Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital,  New 
Orleans,  9:00a.m.-4:00p.m. 

13  Ministers'  Continuing  Education  Events  —  All  Districts,  8:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

14  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Meeting.  Alexandria 

14  Training  Workshop  for  Small  Membership  Churches,  10:00  a.m. ^1:00  p.m, 

Lake  Charles 

10-17  L.I.C.  Board  of  Directors,  Lumen  Christi  Retreat  Center,  Houma,  La. 

(2:30  p.m.  on  Nov.  16  until  1:00  p.m.  on  Nov.  17.) 

18  Conference  Council  Directors,  Dallas 

18  Board  of  Directors  for  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 

19  Executive  Committee,  SCJ,  Dallas 

19- 20  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries,  Dallas 

20  Board  of  Discipleship  Fall  Session,  FUMC,  Alexandria 

20- 21  UMW  Annual  Meeting,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

21  Training  Workshop  for  Small  Membership  Churches,  10:00  a.m. - 
4 : 00  p.  m. ,  Lake  Charles 

22-28  Family  Week  Observance 
24  Church  Secretary  Seminar,  Baton  Rouge. 

26  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

27-29  Lab  School,  Alexandria 

28  CSRW,  FUMC  Eunice,  10:00  a.m. 


EMLC  Informer 


Children  and  staff  all  had  a  turn  at  riding  the  horses. 


La.  Methodists  On  Radio  &  TV 

First  UM,  Lake  Charles:  9:30-10  a.m.  on  Sundays  on  Channel  29  and  in  May 
on  cable  channel  8.  It  is  a  program  of  music  and  preaching. 

First  UMC,  Minden:  10:50  a.m.  worship  service  telecast  live  each  Sunday  on 
local  cable. 

Firslt  UMC,  Shreveport:  11:00  a.m.  worship  service  is  telecast  on  KSLA-TV, 
channel  12,  and  Cablevision  channel  20  or  21  and  on  KWKH-AM. 

Lakeview  UMC,  Minden:  Will  soon  initiate  the  “Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Hour,"  which  will  begin  with  the  Adult  Church  School  Lessons,  produced  by  the 
Conference,  and  followed  with  either  the  talk  shows  provided  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  or  the  “Louisiana  Methodist  Magazine,”  if  it  is 
in  production.  The  same  tape  will  be  shown  on  Channel  12,  Wednesday  noon 
and  Fridays  at  5:00  p.m. 

First  United  Methodist,  Columbia:  Airs  on  radio  6  times  a  week.  Monday- 
Friday  at  11:30  a.m.,  on  KCTO  FM  103,  and  Sunday  at  8:30  a.m.  broadcast  of 
the  previous  Sunday’s  message  is  aired  on  KCTO  FM  103. 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette:  has  a  TV  program  every  Sunday  morning  at  9:00 
a.m.  on  KATC  Channel  3  in  Lafayette.  Tapes  are  available  at  Asbury,  for  each 
Sunday. 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport:  is  using  more  than  one  medium  to  reach 
viewers,  a)  The  TV  Magazine  program  titled,  “Reflections"  airs  weekly  on 
Tuesdays  from  9:30-10  a.m.  on  The  Community  Access  Channel,  Cablevision  6. 
Its  market  is  Shreveport,  Bossier  City,  and  New  Orleans.  They  also  advertise 
on  TV,  Radio  and  Billboards,  b)  A  live  Broadcast  on  KTVS  Channel  3,  an  ABC 
affiliate,  3  months  of  each  year.  This  year’s  quarter  includes  March,  April  and 
May.  The  program  airs  every  Sunday  from  11:00  a.m.  until  12:00  a.m.  c)A  30 
minute  edited  version  of  Sunday’s  service  is  aired  on  Cablevision  Channel  6, 
The  Community  Access  Channel,  every  Wednesday  night  at  9:30  p.m. 

Newman  UMC,  Alexandria,  is  on  radio  KCBE-FM  (102)  each  Sunday  Morn¬ 
ing  from  10:30  to  11:00  a.m.  The  program  includes  preaching,  music  and 
special  programs.  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  is  the  pastor. 

FUMC,  Berwick,  has  a  15  minute  taped  spot  each  Sunday  at  9:30  a.m.  over 
radio  KWKI-FM  (93.5).  Occasionally  the  10:30  morning  service  is  aired.  Rev. 
James  Mitchell  is  the  pastor. 


In  its  newsletter  of  July,  The  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  published  an  arti¬ 
cle  entitled,  “Some  Inaccurate  Assump¬ 
tions  About  The  Missional  Priority." 

Because  of  its  wealth  of  information, 
the  EMLC  Informer  will  share  this  arti¬ 
cle  with  you  in  two  parts.  The  following 
is  Part  I: 

Some  Inaccurate  Assumptions 
About  The  Missional  Priority 
—that  there  is  “one  place”  for  the  Mis¬ 
sional  Priority  Fund. 

There  is  not  just  “one  place"  for  the 
Missional  Priority  Fund.  The  fund  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  various  locations  throughout  the 
United  Methodist  connectional  system, 
from  the  annual  conferences  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  church  agencies. 

—that  the  Missional  Priority  means  only 
money. 

Although  money  is  a  large  part  of  the 
Missional  Priority  various  units  of  our 
United  Methodist  connectional  system 
have  made  and  are  making  available  re¬ 
sources  for  ethnic  minority  local 


churches  in  the  form  of  printed  materi¬ 
als  and  staff. 

The  staff  from  the  annual  conference 
to  the  general  church  are  available  for 
consultation  and  assistance  in  all  aspects 
of  the  Missional  Priority. 

—that  the  Missional  Priority  is  different 
from  EMLC. 

Last  quadrennium  EMLC  was  the  Mis¬ 
sional  Priority  and  this  quadrennium  the 
Missional  Priority  is  EMLC  Strengthen¬ 
ing  and  Developing  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  for  Witness  and  Mission. 

There  can  be  a  number  of  missional 
priorities,  for  a  quadrennium,  but  we 
have  only  one. 

A  missional  priority  raises  an  issue  of 
critical  need  for  work  of  the  whole 
church.  During  the  last  three  quadrenni- 
ums,  it  has  been  Strengthening  and  De¬ 
veloping  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church,  (with  the  added  emphasis  for  the 
1985-88  quadrennium)  for  Witness  and 
Mission. 

(To  be  continued  on  next  EMLC  col¬ 
umn.  Provided  by  Rev.  Roger  Latham, 
CCOM  staff.) 


Mini-School  Of  Missions 
To  Be  Held  August  18th 


The  United  Methodist  Church’s,  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  District  Council  on  Min¬ 
istry  and  the  United  Methodist  Women 
will  co-sponsor  a  Mini-School  of 
Missions,  Sunday,  August  18th  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Registration  will  begin  at  2:30 
p.m.  in  the  church  parlor. 

The  three  church-wide  studies  for  1985- 
86  will  be  presented.  Mrs.  Margaret  St. 


Amant  of  Baker  will  teach,  “Caring  For 
God’s  Earth”;  Mrs.  Leora  Trice,  from 
Dallas,  will  lead  the  study,  “Native 
Peoples  of  North  America";  and  Rev. 
Gilbert  Wade,  Baton  Rouge,  will  present 
the  biblical  study  on  “Daniel.” 

Study  books  and  resource  materials 
will  be  available.  All  interested  persons 
are  invited  to  attend. 


Asbury  UMC,  youth. 


Asbury  Youth  Work  at  Navajo  School 


A  group  of  30  high  school  youth  and 
counselors  from  Asbury  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Lafayette  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  two  week  summer 
workcamp  trip.  The  group,  led  by  Rev. 
Weldon  Bares,  spent  a  week  working  at 
the  Navajo  United  Methodist  Mission 
School  in  Farmington,  New  Mexico  The 
Lafayette  group  did  painting,  hung 
sheetrock,  farm  work,  carpentry,  etc. 
Besides  the  work  aspect  of  the  trip,  the 
youth  learned  much  about  Navajo  cul¬ 
ture  and  way  of  life  through  special  sem¬ 


inars  and  programs  presented  by  the 
Mission  School. 

On  the  return  to  Lafayette  the  Asbury 
group  went  shopping  in  Juarez,  Mexico, 
toured  Carlsbad  Caverns  and  spent  a  day 
of  fun  in  Six  Flags  over  Texas.  Lafayette 
Mayor,  Dud  Lastrapes,  had  appointed 
the  youth  group  “Ambassadors  of  Good¬ 
will”  from  the  people  of  Lafayette  to  the 
Navajo  Nation. 

The  youth  presented  a  special  report 
to  the  congregation  on  their  mission 
workcamp  trip  on  Sunday,  August  11. 


A  Message  From  Our  Lay  Leader 


‘Sheep  —  Sheep  —  Sheep’ 


Jesus  was  concerned  for  that  one  lost 
sheep.  One  sheep  is  important.  Our 
pastor  shepherds  are  in  the  most  part 
concerned  for  the  lost  sheep  in  their  con¬ 
gregational  flocks. 

We  as  other  sheep  ought  to  be  concern¬ 
ed  for  lost  sheep,  also.  In  fact,  we  need  to 


help  the  shepherd  search  for  the  lost. 
After  all,  that  lost  one  might  be  our  best 
friend  or  our  relative. 


Let  us  help  our  shepherd.  He  or  She 
needs  it. 


Hubert  Blanchard 


Position  Filled  At  Centenary  College 


Joe  A.  Simon  has  been  named  director 
of  scholarship  development  at  Centenary 
College.  The  announcement  was  made 
by  Dr.  Darrell  Loyless,  vice  president  of 
the  college. 

A  graduate  of  LSU  with  a  B.S.  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  a  masters  in  history  and  eco¬ 
nomics.  Simon  is  coming  to  Centenary 
from  LSU-S  where  he  has  been  director 


of  student  activities.  He  succeeds  Andy 
Shehee  who  is  leaving  the  field  of  educa¬ 
tion  after  many  years  to  enter  private 
business. 

As  director  of  scholarship  develop¬ 
ment,  Joe  will  be  in  charge  of  establish¬ 
ing  new  endowed  and  annually  funded 
scholarships  and  maintaining  current 
scholarships. 


Pictured  above,  left  to  right  are:  Juanita  Barker,  Rev.  August,  Marla  Gibbs  (  Flor¬ 
ence)  and  Cynthia  August. 


TV  Star  Visits  Winan  UMC 


Marla  Gibbs,  who  plays  the  inevitable 
Florence  in  the  popular  television  show, 
“The  Jeffersons,"  recently  attended  the 
Winan  UMC,  church  service  in  Franklin- 
ton. 


Ms.  Gibbs  has  relatives  in  Franklinton 
and  her  cousin,  Juanita  (Mrs.  B.  H.) 
Barker,  is  a  member  at  Winan  UMC. 
Dinner  was  provided  after  the  church 
service.  Rev.  Terrence  August  is  pastor. 


Pictured  above  are  the  St.  Luke-Simpson  Memorial  Ringers:  first  row  —  Left  to 
right  —  John  Landry,  David  Slade,  Drew  Gaudel;  second  row  —  Dale  Claudel,  Sarah 
Nelson,  Sharon  Matson,  third  row  —  Becky  Matson,  Cherie  Slade,  Lea  Bushnell,  and 
Derrick  Spell. 

St.  Luke’s  Handbell  Choir 
Attends  Festival  ’85 


The  Memorial  Ringers  Handbell  Choir 
of  St.  Luke's-Simpson  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  recently  returned  from  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee  where  they  participated 
in  an  outstanding  Festival.  Festival  ’85 
was  housed  on  the  campus  of  Belmont 
College  in  Nashville.  The  guest  conduc¬ 
tor  and  clinician  was  Donald  E.  Allured, 
nationally  known  handbell  composer  di¬ 
rector,  and  clinician. 


Festival  '85  was  a  learning  experience 
filled  with  good  times.  Young  people 
joining  together  as  well  as  people  of  all 
ages  from  a  6-state  area  who  had  as  a 
common  goal  the  “taking  of  the  Church" 
to  the  world  through  the  medium  of  mu¬ 
sic. 

The  Handbell  Ringers  were  involved 
in  intense  rehearsals,  classes,  work¬ 
shops,  and  performances. 


Family  Camp 

at  Camp  Istrouma 
Labor  Day  Weekend 
August  30-September  2 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond- 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
New  Orleans-Houma 
New  Orleans-SIidell  Districts 

Activities  for  the  family  include: 
Hiking,  volleyball,  and  much  more!!! 
For  information  and  applications  contact: 
Mr./Mrs.  Jim  Roper 
1191  St.  Tammany  Avenue 
Slidell,  La.  70458 
Phone  -  504-643-4925 
or  call 

J.  M.  Wilkes  -  504-261-2089 


1 


3 

W  IM  3  W  I 

x  >c  >  m 

*  -*  o  x  r 

m  -*>  H  | 

c  r~  >  r» 

m  o  rr  r  c 

t)  rr  </)  3 

c  5£  r  D 

X)  H  H  f 

-i  m  cr  rr 

3  I  X 

>  cj  r 

x  rr.  x 

-<  z  >  c 


c 

■F' 


cc  rr,  c 
r  z  m 
<  * 
c?  x  r~ 


CL 
r  x 
o  >  o 
i“  x  c 
-<  c 
o 
c 
c 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


32  NUMBER  12 

Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 

AUGUST  23,  1985 

The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘The  Sunday  School  and  1300’ 


September  is  Christian  Education 
month  across  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Annual  Conferences,  Dis¬ 
tricts,  and  local  churches  will  be  ob¬ 
serving  and  celebrating  this  vital 
function  of  the  church’s  ministry  in 
many  ways. 

I  believe  the  importance  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  is  clear  and  unequivo¬ 
cal.  No  other  ministry  of  the  church  is 
nearer  to  the  heart  of  what  we  do.  It 
undergirds  all  else  that  we  do  in  mis¬ 
sion,  worship,  evangelism,  and  social 
action. 

An  offering  will  be  taken  on  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  to  fund  training  enterprises 
for  our  Sunday  School  teachers  and 
leaders.  I  trust  that  every  church  will 
participate  in  this  opportunity.  This  is 
a  very  tangible  manner  for  us  to  ex¬ 
press  our  interest  in  the  Sunday 
School. 

A  great  debt  is  owed  to  the  volun¬ 
teers  and  professionals  who  make  our 
Sunday  School  program  what  it  is.  I 
encourage  every  church  to  hold  a 
Teacher  Appreciation  Banquet,  or 
some  other  appropriate  way  of  letting 
these  workers  know  how  important 
they  are  to  the  total  life  of  the  church. 


As  we  observe  Promotion  Day, 
Christian  Education  Month,  Teacher 
Appreciation  Banquets  and  functions, 
I  encourage  every  child,  youth,  and 
adult  to  be  a  part  of  our  learning  of 
the  Bible  and  our  faith. 

Sunday  School  is  important!  It  was 
important  to  our  ministry  at  St. 
Luke’s  in  Houston.  It  is  important  to 
your  church.  Your  blue  cards  report 
more  than  1300  new  members  since 
January.  We  can  already  see  the  ob¬ 
vious  correlation  between  church 
growth  and  the  emphasis  on  Sunday 
School. 

P.S.  —  Asbury,  Lafayette  is  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  our  conviction,  ten  new  Sun¬ 
day  school  classes,  with  over  200  new 
members  (see  story  on  this  page). 
Through  the  first  five  months  of  this 
year  Asbury  has  a  net  gain  of  95 
members,  the  largest  gain  in  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference,  although  the 
church  is  located  in  a  “no  growth" 
geographical  area. 


Teachers  Are  Important 


The  key  person  in  a  Sunday  School 
class  is  the  teacher.  He/she  plans  and 
executes  a  lesson.  His/her  relationship 
with  the  members  of  the  class,  young  or 
old,  sets  the  tone  for  all  that  takes  place. 

Of  course,  it  is  important  that  the 
teacher  have  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and 
the  faith.  But  far  more  important  is  the 
willingness  of  the  teacher  to  be  a  learner 
and  to  share  her/his  learning  with  oth¬ 
ers. 

Those  teachers  who,  over  the  years, 
leave  their  mark  on  persons,  are  the 
ones  who  had  a  deep  and  abiding  love 
and  concern  for  people.  I’m  convinced 
this  grows  out  of  their  relationship  with 
our  Lord.  That  relationship  is  what  they 
share. 

One  woman  I  remember  taught  jun¬ 
iors  for  50  years  in  a  small  church  in 
Northwest  Arkansas.  When  she  retired 
after  that  half  century  of  teaching,  she 
stated,  “I  never  promoted  a  student 
from  my  department  that  I  did  not  lead 
to  Christ.” 


To  instruct,  to  teach,  to  learn. 


Teachers  are  important!  As  they  share 
their  faith,  all  of  us  grow  in  the  love  and 
knowledge  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 


Children’s  Gass. 


‘Remember  Who 
You  Are’ 

Knowledge  Of  Our  Faith 

Is 

The  Future  Of  Our  Faith 

SEPTEMBER  8TH 
IS  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  SUNDAY 

Wesley  said,  "Let  us  unite  those  two  so  long  divided;  knowledge  and  vital 
piety.” 

More  than  sermons,  more  than  songs,  more  than  the  esthetic  pleasure  of 
buildings  and  steeples,  Christian  Education  is  the  womb  of  our  faith,  the 
foundation  of  our  future. 

To  know  who  we  are,  whose  we  are,  and  why  ...  to  know  how  we  came  this 
far  and  how  our  present  and  future  will  be  strengthened  and  undergirded  by 
our  faith  in  Jesus  the  Christ  . .  this  is  what  Christian  Education  is.  Here  is 
where  our  roots  grow  deep  and  strong. 


On  Sunday, 

ij 

September  8th  \ 


All  Louisiana  United  Methodist  congregations  are  urged  to  do  TWO  :| 
|  THINGS:  | 

|  (A)  RECEIVE  THE  SPECIAL  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  OFFERING.  5 
l|  (formerly  “Rally  Day”  offering)  |l: 

:•  This  annual  offering  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  us  all  to  finan-  i: 
|i  daily  underwrite  a  host  of  lab  schools,  workshops  and  teacher-training  i 
|j  seminars  for  the  entire  conference.  Every  penny  we  collect  is  kept  in  £ 
l|  Louisiana  for  Louisianans,  and  administered  by  the  Conference  Board  f 
i  of  Discipleship.  This  offering  will  be  returned  to  you. 

£  Give  freely  and  with  anticipation.  A  whole  year  of  training  our  teach-  I; 
j  ers  can  have  a  marvelous  ripple  effect  upon  us  all!  i. 

v 

:•  (B)  DESIGN  THE  ENTIRE  SERVICE  TO  HIGHLIGHT  THE  5 
¥  CHURCH  SCHOOL.  SI 

Is  Let  there  be  no  doubt  about  its  priority!  |i| 

*  Plan  your  own  installation  service  for  your  teachers.  Si 

:|  *  Design  the  sermon  around  Christian  Education.  I|: 

|  *  Have  a  church  school  open  house  j|l 

It  *  Let  teachers  and/or  class  members  of  various  age  levels  serve  as  |l| 

It  ushers  or  liturgists.  •!; 

j:  *  Schedule  a  reception  for  all  teachers  and  substitutes  after  wor-  :|: 

It  ship.  I;l 

It  *  Receive  the  Christian  Education  offering.  |l| 

i|:  *  Highlight  your  church  school. 

I;  All  pastors  send  offering  with  our  regular  monthly  remittance  re-  S 
;|  port  on  line  6300  marked,  “Christian  Education  Sunday,"  to  The  Con-  t 
i  ference  Office,  527  N.  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802.  |: 
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Members  of  the  Asbury  UMC  Sunday  School  classes  in  Lafayette. 


Ten  New  Sunday  School 
Classes  At  Asbury,  Lafayette 


Pictured  above  are  165  of  the  more 
than  200  members  of  the  ten  new  Sunday 
School  classes  at  Asbury  Church,  La¬ 
fayette. 

According  to  the  pastor.  Dr.  Ray 
Branton,  “The  formation  of  new  Sunday 
School  classes  is  definitely  an  important 
factor  in  the  revitalization  of  the  church. 
Our  new  classes  have  made  a  difference 


in  Asbury  church. 

During  the  first  five  months  of  1985, 
Asbury  has  recorded  A  net  increase  of 
any  church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
In  answer  to  a  question  about  the  popu¬ 
lation  growth  of  Lafayette,  Dr.  Branton 
replied,  "We  are  in  a  ‘no  growth’  geo¬ 
graphical  area  The  population  numbers 
are  virtually  flat  or,  at  best,  showing  a 
very  small  gain.  " 


Children’s  class  activities. 


Youth  activities. 


Adult  class. 


Ladies  class. 
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Hymn  survey  draws  loud  chorus  of  reader  response 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

One  thing  is  sure:  United  Methodists 
care  a  great  deal  about  their  hymnal. 

In  considerable  numbers  and  with 
equally  considerable  emotion.  Reporter 
readers  responded  to  the  unofficial  hym¬ 
nal  revision  survey  published  in  the  June 
7  issue 

As  of  the  July  1  deadline,  more  than 
2.400  pieces  of  mail  containing  about 
2.700  replies  had  been  received  to  this 
non-scientific  poll.  Six  weeks  after  the 
deadline,  responses  were  still  coming  in 
slowly— totaling  about  3,000. 

We  asked  four  questions: 

1.  What  one  hymn  in  the  present  (1966) 
Book  of  Hymns  would  you  want  to  be  cer¬ 
tain  is  retained  in  any  revised  hymnal? 

2.  What  one  hymn  not  in  the  present 
hymnal  would  you  like  to  add? 

3.  What  one  hymn  would  you  like  re¬ 
moved  from  the  present  hymnal? 

4.  Briefly,  what  words  of  advice  do 
you  have  for  the  committee  responsible 
for  recommending  changes  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  hymnal? 

Some  could  not  be  confined 

Some  readers,  in  their  eagerness  to  have 
some  say  about  the  hymnal  revision,  could 
not  confine  their  responses  to  one  each. 
Their  responses  have  not  been  tabulated. 

Others  wrote  lengthy  letters  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  via  the  Reporter  or  sent  results  of 
their  own  ‘  polls"  among  members  of  Sun¬ 
day-school  clases.  choirs  or  whole  congre¬ 
gations.  More  than  two  dozen  readers  sent 
poems,  music  manuscripts  or  both  for  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  committee. 

All  of  this  material,  whether  tabulated 
or  not,  will  be  shared  with  the  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee. 

Here  are  some  answers  readers  gave: 
By  an  overwhelming  number,  the 
hymn  most  favored  for  retention  in  the 
revised  hymnal  is  “How  Great  Thou 
Art."  That  agrees  with  findings  from  a 
more  scientific  sampling  last  spring  by 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
which  found  "How  Great  Thou  Art"  as 

Retain  from 

present  hymnal 

How  Great  Thou  Art . 653 

Amazing  Grace . .. . . . 280 

O  for  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing . 181 

The  Old  Rugged  Cross . 67 

Joyful,  Joyful,  We  Adore  Thee . 63 

Holy,  Holy,  Holy  — . 51 

What  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus . 46 

God  of  Grace  and  God  of  Glory . 45 

This  Is  My  Song,  O  God  of  Nations . 41 

A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God . 34 

Be  Thou  My  Vision . 34 

God  of  Our  Fathers,  Whose  Almighty 

Hand . . - . — 34 

This  Is  Mv  Father’s  World . 33 

Are  Ye  Able? . 29 

All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’  Name . 27 

Blessed  Assurance,  Jesus  Is  Mine . 22 

O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past  — . 22 


Methodists'  favorite  hv* *"" 

One  Reporter  reader  chose  it  because 
“the  congregation  really  sings  it  with 
gusto  and  meaning.”  Another  chose  it 
"because  God  really  IS  great!" 

What  no  previous  survey  had  found, 
though,  is  that  "How  Great  Thou  Art” 
may  also  be  United  Methodists'  least- 
liked  hymn. 

At  least  it  received  the  highest  reply 
to  the  "delete”  question  (see  Table  3). 

And  those  who  don’t  want  it  retained 
in  the  hymnal  have  fervent  reasons.  One 
said  it  contains  "too  much  pop  senti¬ 
ment."  Another  criticized  its  "hackneyed 
tune  and  saccharine  text.  Cannot  be  sung 
well  by  any  congregation." 

The  second-most-supported  hymn  for 
retention  in  the  Reporter  reader  response 
was  "Amazing  Grace."  That,  too.  coin¬ 
cides  with  the  Publishing  House  survey  In 
contrast  with  "How  Great  Thou  Art."  it 
had  only  four  readers  wanting  it  deleted. 

Many  people  who  named  “Amazing 
Grace"  favored  adding  the  verse  beginning. 
"When  we've  been  there  ten  thousand  years 
..."  But  not  even  this  widely  popular  text 
set  to  an  American  folk  tune  escaped  criti¬ 
cism.  One  reader  said,  “Needs  a  better 
tune  This  one  drives  me  up  the  wall." 

Only  two  other  hymns  rivaled  "How 
Great  Thou  Art"  as  the  object  of  sharp 
for/against  division. 

"The  Old  Rugged  Cross,”  with  67,  was 
the  fourth-most-favored  hymn  to  be  re¬ 
tained.  But  it  was  also  the  second-most-dis¬ 
favored  hymn,  with  120  saying  they  want  it 
deleted.  Put  another  way.  "The  Old  Rugged 
Cross"  had  a  net  vote  of  minus  53. 

"All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’  Name" 
was  favored  by  31  readers  but  was  tar¬ 
geted  for  deletion  by  61,  leaving  it  with  a 
net  vote  of  minus  30.  Several  said  that 
the  "Diadem"  tune  frequently  used  for 
this  hymn  is  pitched  too  high.  They  want 
that  tune  deleted,  not  necessarily  the 
hymn  itself. 

Hymn  most  supported 

The  hymn  most  frequently  supported 
for  addition  to  a  new  hymnal  is  "In  the 
Garden."  As  one  reader  explained,  "I 
think  it  has  earned  acceptance.”  Another 
reader,  one  of  several  who  cited  other 
denominations,  favored  it  “because  it 
has  personal  meaning  to  me.  Also  I  find 
it  in  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  hymnals. 
Why  not  ours?” 

But  this  hymn  has  its  detractors,  too, 
one  saying.  “Do  not  put  In  the  Garden' 
in  the  hymnal  or  any  of  those  selfish 
songs.” 

The  hymn  with  the  biggest  negative  net 
vote  was  “There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled  with 
Blood."  It  registered  favorable  mention 
from  only  four  readers  and  delete  respons¬ 
es  from  82  for  a  net  vote  of  minus  78. 

"Onward  Christian  Soldiers”  was  not 
far  behind,  with  seven  positive  votes,  78 
negative  votes  and  a  net  vote  of  minus 
71.  "Onward  Christian  Soldiers"  was  tar¬ 
geted  by  several  readers  as  being  among 
hymns  that  are  "too  militaristic." 

It  also  drew  one  of  the  most  strongly 
worded  responses  in  the  entire  sampling: 
“My  hatred  for  'Onward  Christian  Sol- 


Lord.'  Master’  and  King'  to  some  non¬ 
sexist  terms.  If  you  do.  you  will  make 
Methodists  a  laughing-stock  of  the  coun¬ 
try."  Another  said.  "Don't  be  preoccupied 
with  neutering  God  If  you  do.  I  believe  the 
Methodist  church  will  be  the  most  pitiful 
of  all  churches— and  the  laughing-stock  of 
all  atheists,  everywhere." 

On  the  other  side,  typically  in  milder 
words,  were  those  who  want  or  are  at 
least  open  to  inclusive  language.  One  re- 


Composite  ‘Score’  For  Hymns 


Add  (no I  in 

present  hymnal) 

In  the  Garden . 210 

Because  He  Lives . 182 

Great  Is  Thy  Faithfulness . 85 

Morning  Has  Broken . 68 

Sweeter  as  the  Years  Go  By . 42  spondent  who  wants  “Rise  Up.  O  Men  of 

To  God  Be  the  Glory . 37  God"  deleted  added,  "Use  inclusive  lan- 

They’ll  Know  We  Are  Christians  by  Our  gUage  for  both  humans  and  for  God." 

Love . • . 32  Many  readers  expressed  concern  over 

And  Can  It  Be  That  I  Should  Gain? . 30  what  any  hymnal  revision  might  do  to 

Lift  High  the  Cross . 23  the  church,  specifically  to  its  size.  But 

Love  Lifted  Me . 22 

Victory  in  Jesus . 22 

When  the  Roll  Is  Called  up  Yonder . 19 

Living  for  Jesus . 18 

Just  a  Closer  Walk  with  Thee . 15 

Help  Us  Accept  Each  Other . 13 

The  Lord's  Prayer . 13 

Count  Your  Many  Blessings . ......12 

The  Love  of  God . 12 

It  Is  Well  with  My  Soul . 11 

Church  in  the  Wildwood . 10 

Fill  My  Cup,  Lord . 10 

His  Eye  Is  on  the  Sparrow . 10 

We  Are  One  in  the  Spirit . 10 


diers’  is  so  intense  I'd  like  to  sign  my 
name."  (He  did  so,  even  though  the  Re¬ 
porter  had  not  asked  for  names  or  any 
other  personal  identification  of  readers). 
He  added,  “No  hymnal  should  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  include  'Onward  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers.'  EVER." 

The  strongest  language  and  the  sharpest 
divisions  among  respondents  involved,  not 
surprisingly,  language— specifically  the 
use  of  non-gender  or  “inclusive"  language 
and,  even  more  specifically,  any  sugges¬ 
tion  of  diminishing  the  use  of  male-gender 
names  for  God  and  Jesus. 

About  as  moderate  as  anyone  got  on 
that  subject  was  the  reader  who  said,  “I 
am  a  34-year-old  female  with  a  $20, 000- 
plus  job.  Please  leave  the  language  of 
the  old  hymns  as  it  is,  but  be  watchful  of 
using  inclusive  language  in  new  hymns.” 

Another  respondent  saw  the  storm 
brewing  and  wrote, “Inclusive  language 
will  cause  waves,  but  it  is  the  only  de¬ 
cent  thing  to  do.  So  when  the  'Storms  of 
Life  Are  Raging'  (#249),  may  God  stand 
by  the  committee.” 

Compromise  sought 

One  respondent  looked  for  a  compro¬ 
mise,  suggesting  “gender  substitutions  for 
traditional  hymns  should  be  given  as  foot¬ 
notes.  New  hymns  may  have  more  neuter' 
pronouns  and  may  in  time  prove  popular." 

More  typical  of  language  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  though  was  "Leave  language  alone!!! 
Who  gives  you  the  right  to  change  the 
words  to  a  hymn?  No  doubt  #1  on  your 
hatchet  list  will  be  Rise  Up,  O  Men  of 
God.’  I  will  pray  for  all  of  you  to  do  God's 
will."  Another  warned.  “Don’t  change  any 
words  or  the  Lord  will  be  angry." 

Others  were  more  concerned  with 
here-and-now  results. 

One  wrote,  “Do  not  change  the  words 


they  did  not  agree  on  the  solutions. 

One  wrote.  "As  a  long-time  church  or¬ 
ganist  (50  years),  I  believe  that  if  the 
new  hymnal  does  not  include  more  gos¬ 
pel  and  contemporary  music,  my  dear 
UMC  will  continue  to  lose  members." 

Another  wrote,  "Please  get  rid  of  19th 
century  dirges  with  convoluted,  obtuse 
and  archaic  language.  They  chase  away 
young  people  from  church!" 

Another  wrote,  "Please  don’t  go  over¬ 
board  on  the  'gospel  songs’  of  a  genera¬ 
tion  ago.  which  mean  nothing  to  our 
younger  people.  (Incidentally,  I’m  75 
years  old.)’’ 

Many  readers  had  colorful  images  of 
what  a  revised  hymnal  might  do  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists.  One  urged,  “Get  the  old- 
time,  joyful  hymns,  and  most  of  the  John 
Peterson  songs.  Let's  go  back  to  being 
shouting  Methodists.  Reverse  the  trend." 

Anotner,  seemingly  concerned  about  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee’s  process, 
advised,  "Please  do  not  rely  totally  on  mu¬ 
sicologists.  We  need  some  ‘foot-tappers'  on 
the  selection  committee.” 

A  frequent  question 

One  reader  asked  succinctly  what 
many  asked  in  more  words:  "Do  we  real¬ 
ly  need  a  new  hymnal?" 

Another,  seemingly  oblivious  to  several 
news  reports  about  the  committee's  work, 
asked,  “Who  are  the  committee?  Who 
asked  for  the  committee?  What  brought 
about  its  need?  Give  us  your  names." 

(The  Reporter  and  other  news  publica¬ 
tions  have  not  only  named  but  also  run  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 
The  committee  was  created  by  the  1984 


Delete 

from  hymnal 


How  Great  Thou  Art . 137 

The  Old  Rugged  Cross . 120 

There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled  with  Blood. .82 

Onward  Christian  Soldiers . 78 

All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’  Name . 61 

In  the  Bleak  Midwinter — . 41 

Ye  Watchers  and  Ye  Holy  Ones . 18 

Rise  Up,  O  Men  of  God . 12 

Pass  Me  Not,  O  Gentle  Savior . , . 11 
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frica  Journal 

Beggar  at  gate  gives  ‘Samaritan’  humbling  jolt 


EDITOR’S  NOTE— This  is  the  14th  in  a 
series  of  reflective  articles  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  relating 
to  experiences  during  his  just-completed 
six  month  sabbatical  leave  in  the  East 
African  nation  of  Kenya. 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  — My  self-imagined 
astuteness  in  judging  human  character 
received  a  series  of  humbling  jolts  dur¬ 
ing  recent  weeks. 

I  wrote  earlier  about  a  man  in  need— 
John— appearing  at  the  open  gate  to  our 
home  in  Nairobi  and  telling  me  a  convinc¬ 
ing  tale  of  misery  and  hard  luck  (see  UMR, 
May  3).  I  gave  him  the  money  he  said  he 
needed  to  transport  himself  and  his  family 
back  to  their  farm  60  miles  away  and  went 
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to  bed  knowing  how  the  good  Samaritan 
must  have  felt  after  doing  his  good  deed. 

During  the  weeks  that  followed,  I  was 
given  cause  to  wonder  if  our  neighbors 
weren't  wiser  after  all  in  keeping  their 
gates  closed  and  locked  at  all  times. 

A  couple  of  weeks  after  John's  initial  ap¬ 
pearance,  he  returned. 

His  family  was  now 
moved,  he  said.  He 
was  planting  his  gar¬ 
den,  but  he  was  still 
plagued  by  long  past 
due  debts  to  the  milk 
man  and  to  his  chil¬ 
dren’s  school.  Too,  he 
needed  something  to  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
live  on  until  his  crops  were  harvested. 

I  told  John  that  I’d  give  him  no  more 
money,  but  I’d  see  if  I  could  help  him  find 
some  work.  John  had  told  me  he  was  a 
painter.  So  I  arranged  for  him  to  paint 
some  Methodist-owned  property,  with  me 
paying  for  his  labor  through  the  manager. 
That  would  enable  John  to  earn  some 
money  and,  perhaps  more  important  get 
a  favorable  reference  for  future  work. 

An  unsolicited  gift,  sign 

About  the  same  time  I  received  an  un¬ 
solicited  letter  and  check  "to  help  with 
what  you  are  doing  in  Kenya”  from  a 
United  Methodist  Women's  group  in  East 
Texas.  It  was  stimulated  by  my  earlier 
“open  gate"  article  in  the  Reporter. 

I  took  this  gift  as  a  sign  that  I  should 
try  to  help  John  pay  his  past  due  milk 
bill  and  school  fees.  I  told  John  that  I 
would  not  give  him  the  money  but  would 
go  with  him  to  pay  these  debts. 

It  was  an  unforgettable  experience  for 
me  and  for  our  two  youngest  children  to 
drive  on  back-country  Kenyan  roads  not 
intended  for  an  automobile,  to  be  sur¬ 
rounded  by  scores  of  friendly  school  chil¬ 
dren,  most  of  whom  had  never  before  seen 
a  white  person;  and  to  meet  John’s  wife, 
four  children  and  extended  family  at  his 
home  in  Kenya's  Muranga  province. 

We  returned  to  Nairobi  late  that  evening 
satisfied  that  we  had  done  all  we  could— or 
should— to  help  John  and  his  family  get  a 
fresh  start.  Despite  my  emphatic  admoni¬ 
tions  to  John  that  he  must  make  the  most 
of  this  opportunity  and  appeal  to  me  for  no 
more  help.  I  had  the  uneasy  feeling  that  I’d 
not  seen  the  last  of  him. 

Sure  enough,  while  Dottie  and  I  were 
traveling  for  10  days  in  West  Africa.  John 
came  to  our  house  three  times.  Our  chil¬ 
dren  later  said  he  was  impatient  with  me 
for  not  being  available  when  he  needed  me 

Following  our  return.  I  inquired  about 
John's  painting  and  was  disappointed  to 


learn  that  it  was  just  barely  satisfactory. 

"He  seemed  in  too  big  a  hurry  to  get 
through,"  I  was  told.  With  these  reports  I 
started  to  realize  that  John  might  not  be 
what  he  said  he  was. 

A  few  days  later.  I  received  a  letter 
from  an  independent  missionary  who 
said  that  a  man  had  borrowed  $30  from 
him  over  a  year  ago  and  had  never  re¬ 
paid  it.  The  missionary  said  the  man  had 
given  him  my  name  and  address  and  told 
him  I  would  repay  his  debt.  The  man? 
You  guessed  it— John. 

That  night  I  wrote  John  a  letter  ex¬ 
pressing  disappointment  at  his  lack  of 
honesty  and  respect  in  dealing  with  at 
least  two  people  who  had  tried  to  help 
him  and  telling  him  if  he  ever  used  my 
name  again  in  this  way  I  would  report 
him  to  the  authorities. 

When  John  showed  up  at  my  home  a 
week  later  and  began  talking  about  his 
need  for  money  to  pay  the  dowry  so  he 
and  his  wife  could  be  officially  married, 
I  had  to  threaten  to  call  the  police  to 
convince  him  that  he  must  leave  imme¬ 
diately  and  not  return. 

That  was  an  unsettling  way  to  end  a 
well-meaning  effort  to  help  someone.  It 
was  especially  traumatic  for  our  kids  to 
hear  what  was  happening  between  their 
dad  and  this  “friend"  whose  home  and 
family  they  so  recently  had  visited. 

John  did  not.  I  am  sure,  set  out  to  be¬ 
come  a  professional  moocher  and  con 
man.  Sometime  during  his  life  he  ac¬ 
quired  a  taste  for  expensive  things  but 
not  the  earning  capacity  to  pay  for  them. 
Rather  than  adjusting  his  expenses  to 
match  his  income.  John  developed  the 
undisciplined  habit  of  spending  money  he 
didn't  have  and  then  begging  others  to 
bail  him  out. 

Although  he  has  the  intelligence  and 
ability  to  make  an  honest  living,  John 
has  become  pathetically  dependent  on 
handouts  from  those  who  will  listen  and 
respond  to  his  hard  luck  stories. 

A  universal  temptation 

At  root.  John's  problem  probably  is 
more  one  of  attitude  and  spirit  than  of  de¬ 
liberate  dishonesty  Few  of  us  can  claim 
to  be  completely  innocent  of  this  problem. 

Many  parents  so  shelter  their  children 
and  smother  them  with  things  that  mon¬ 
ey  can  buy  that  the  children  never  learn 
how  to  function  responsibly  on  their  own. 
Instead  of  teaching  self-reliance,  we  of¬ 
ten  encourage  ongoing  dependence— to 
the  detriment  of  ourselves  as  well  as  our 
offspring. 

Trying  to  live  beyond  one's  means  is  a 
universal  temptation  perhaps  best  illus- 


Name  of  Hymn 

Keep* 

Add 

Delete 

Total 

How  Great  Thou  Art 

635 

0 

-137 

516 

Amazing  Grace 

280 

0 

-4 

276 

Because  He  Lives 

0 

182 

0 

182 

O  for  a  Thousands  Tongues  to  Sing 

181 

0 

-2 

179 

Morning  Has  Broken 

0 

68 

0 

68 

The  Old  Rugged  Cross 

67 

0 

-120 

-53 

Joyful,  Joyful  We  Adore  Thee 

63 

0 

0 

63 

Holy,  Holy,  Holy 

51 

0 

0 

51 

What  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus 

46 

0 

-9 

37 

All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’  Name 

31 

0 

-61 

-30 

In  the  Bleak  Midwinter 

1 

0 

-41 

-40 

Onward  Christian  Soldiers 

7 

0 

-78 

-71 

There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled  with  Blood 

4 

0 

-82 

-78 

General  Conference,  given  a  four-year  bud¬ 
get  of  $335,428  and  instructed  to  create  a 
model  of  a  new  hymnal  for  action  by  the 
1988  General  Conference.  Production  costs 
are  borne  by  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House). 

Several  people  suggested  that  money 
spent  on  hymnal  revision  might  better  be 
spent  on  feeding  hungry  individuals  or  in 
other  mission  endeavors.  Others  suggest¬ 
ed  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  dis¬ 
band  or.  as  one  put  it.  “Fade  away."  One 
said.  "At  your  next  meeting,  conduct  one 
business  item— DISBAND!!!” 

Many  stopped  short  of  that  advice  but 
asked  the  committee  to  leave  the  present 
hymnal  alone.  “If  it  ain’t  broke,  don't  fix 
it"  was  the  admonition  of  a  few.  One 
who  questioned  the  need  for  a  revised 
hymnal  pleaded,  "I  haven’t  had  time  to 
sing  all  the  songs  in  the  old  one  yet." 

(The  current  hymnal,  approved  by  the 
1964  General  Conference,  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1966.  It  has  sold  6.4  million 
copies  to  date). 

Many  readers  assured  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee  members  that  they  are 
praying  for  them  "as  you  attempt  your 
awesome  task."  Several  thanked  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  the  committee  for  seeking 
their  opinions. 

Some  readers  indulged  in  a  bit  of  hu¬ 
mor.  One  wanted  to  include  “Dropkick 
me,  Jesus,  through  the  goal  post  of  life" 
as  one  way  to  compete  with  professional 
football.  Another  wanted  "easier  songs 
so  we  non-singers  can  sing  in  the  car  on 
our  way  home.” 

Committee  admonished 

The  committee  was  admonished  to 
avoid  “rock  and  roll”  or  “honky-tonk" 
songs  or  “all  those  jazzy,  so-called  gos¬ 
pel  songs.”  Other  readers  said  they  want 
"peppy"  hymns. 


The  Cokesbury  Hymnal,  familiar  to 
generations  of  United  Methodists  with 
sales  of  3.7  million  even  though  it  has 
never  been  widely  promoted,  was  the 
most  commonly  mentioned  model  out¬ 
side  the  current  Book  of  Hymns.  A  few 
readers  even  favored  adopting  it  as  the 
official  hymnal. 

Several  mentioned  "Hymns  for  the  Fam¬ 
ily  of  Man,"  a  contemporary,  non-denomi- 
national  collection.  Others  called  favorable 
attention  to  the  hymnal  of  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 

Several  suggestions  dealt  with  produc¬ 
tion  details.  The  most  common  sugges¬ 
tion— and  one  that  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  has  agreed  must  be  dealt 
with— is  that  pages  be  numbered  consec¬ 
utively  throughout  the  book. 

Several  people  didn't  want  the  book  to 
be  loo  heavy.  Others  want  better  bind¬ 
ings  than  those  in  the  current  books.  Sev¬ 
eral  requested  larger  print. 

Repeatedly  the  committee  was  remind¬ 
ed  that  the  hymnal  should  be  for  congre¬ 
gations,  not  for  choirs  or  professional 
singers,  and  that  needs  of  small-member¬ 
ship  churches  should  be  kept  in  mind. 

At  least  two  readers  were  mindful  of 
the  Reporter  as  the  source  of  the  inquiry. 

One  advised  the  committee's  editor.  Dr 
Carlton  R.  Young,  "Don't  pay  any  atten¬ 
tion  to  all  the  acrimonious  letters  to  the 
editor,  and  just  give  us  a  decent  selection 
that  you  feel  appropriate  to  honest  liturgi¬ 
cal  expression  as  we  enter  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry."  Another  advised.  “Ignore  the  cranks 
who  write  letters  to  this  paper." 

Cranks,  organists,  choir  directors,  ac¬ 
tivists,  feminists  or  just  plain  church 
members— whoever  they  are,  some  3,000 
of  them  took  the  time  to  speak  their 
minds  about  the  proposed  revision  of  the 
United  Methodist  hymnal.  One  thing  is 
sure:  They  care  about  it. 


Composer  choices  show  paradox 

Reporter  Staff  Special  elude  as  many  Wesley  hymns  as  possi- 

One  of  the  most  interesting  paradoxes  ble.  We  people  called  Methodist  need  to 
among  many  in  the  Reporter’s  hymnal  hear  and  sing-Wesley  theology  " 
revision  survey  shows  up  in  two  of  the  Another  said,  "Charles  Wesley’s  songs 
most*favored  hymns.  v  -*  are  so  good*  They  nre>so$piritual.  Be  sure 


trated  by  our  own  nation  "of,  by.  and  for 
the  people." 

Each  year  we  outspend  our  revenue  by 
sums  too  large  for  most  of  us  even  to 
imagine.  We  continue  to  delude  our¬ 
selves  with  the  belief  that  we  can  spend 
more  than  we  earn  when,  in  fact,  we  are 
mooching  off  future  generations  who 
will  have  to  face  the  consequences  of  our 
collective  lack  of  self-discipline. 

I  regret  my  inability  to  help  John  see 
the  need  to  become  self-reliant  but  not 
my  efforts  to  help  him.  My  losses  remain 
tolerably  small,  and  he  remains  a  miser¬ 
able  pauper.  I  would  rather  be  “taken” 
by  someone  like  John  than  to  risk  "pass¬ 
ing  by  on  the  other  side"  of  a  person  in 
dire  need  of  help. 

Our  gate  remains  open. 

*  *  * 

Another  incident  reported  in  a  previ¬ 
ous  column  is  on  its  way  to  a  more  en¬ 
couraging  conclusion. 

In  mid-March  I  spoke  by  a  telephone 
hookup  with  the  congregation  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Duncanville, 
Texas,  about  the  church's  work  in  Kenya. 

The  pastor  there  was  hopeful  this  pre¬ 
sentation  would  help  increase  his  con¬ 
gregation’s  mission  awareness  and 
commitment.  He  asked  me  to  describe 
some  particular  need  to  which  he  could 
challenge  his  congregation  to  respond. 

A  goal  of  $5,000  was  set  to  assist  the  con¬ 
gregation  in  Lare,  Kenya,  complete  con¬ 
struction  of  the  walls  and  roof  of  a  much 
needed  new  sanctuary.  Construction  had  to 
stop  in  1983  because  of  the  severe  drought. 

In  early  July  a  check  for  $5,712  from 
the  Duncanville  congregation  was  chan¬ 
neled  through  the  Advance  program  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
assistance  along  with  funds  raised  by 
members  of  the  Lare  congregation  will 
enable  the  new  building  to  be  completed 
in  time  to  be  dedicated  during  the  World 
Methodist  Conference,  which  meets  in 
Kenya  in  July  1986. 

This  experience  and  others  convince 
me  that  special  congregation-to-congre- 
gation  projects  of  this  type  are  among 
the  best  ways  to  develop  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  missional  outreach  Another  is 
the  sponsorship  of  work  groups  that 
bring  members  of  a  U  S.  congregation 
into  side-by-side  relationship  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  overseas  church. 

Such  "personalized"  approaches  to 
mission  outreach  appear  to  me  to  solidi¬ 
fy  rather  than  undermine  a  congrega¬ 
tion's  commitment  to  support  basic  but 
less  high  touch"  mission  askings  such  as 
World  Service. 

-SPURGEON  M  DUNNAM  III 


"Because  He  Lives”  by  the  contempo¬ 
rary  composer  Bill  Gaither  gained  182 
mentions  for  inclusion  in  any  new  United 
Methodist  hymnal.  That  was  by  far  the 
largest  response  for  any  hymn  from 
modern  times. 

Immediately  behind  "Because  He 
Lives”  in  number  of  mentions  was 
Charles  Wesley's  “O  for  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing,”  favored  by  181  respon¬ 
dents  for  retention.  Two  readers  asked 
that  it  be  deleted. 

Exact  tabulations  aren’t  available,  but 
Bill  Gaither’s  name  was  mentioned  fa¬ 
vorably  by  more  readers  than  any  other 
composer,  including  Charles  Wesley. 
Gaither  headed  a  long  list  of  modern 
writers  favorably  mentioned  including 
Fred  Kaan,  F.  Pratt  Green,  John  Peter¬ 
son,  Jim  Strathdee.  No  one  mentioned 
any  of  those  writers  unfavorably. 

That  was  not  true  of  Charles  Wesley. 
His  admirers  said  things  like  "Please  in¬ 


to  use  as  many  of  his  hymns  as  possible." 

His  detractors  said  things  like,  “Please 
reduce  many  of  Wesley’s  hymns,  which  are 
not  being  sung.  We  are  an  ecumenical 
church  now."  Another  said,  "Replace  50 
percent  of  difficult  Wesley  hymns  with  fa¬ 
vorites  from  Cokesbury  hymnal." 

One  reader  lambasted  two  people 
widely  represented  in  the  current  hym¬ 
nal  by  saying,  "Give  any  song  written  by 
Fanny  Crosby  a  decent  burial!  Give 
Charles  Wesley’s  songs  a  rest!" 

Crosby  also  was  the  target  of  this 
comment:  "Even  though  I  am  a  lifelong 
Methodist  (age  61),  I  have  been  tempted 
to  join  the  Episcopal  Church  to  escape 
the  kinds  of  hymns  we  are  subjected  to 
that  rarely  reflect  intelligent  thoughts, 
especially  those  by  Fanny  J.  Crosby.” 

In  her  defense,  one  reader  wrote  sim¬ 
ply.  “Leave  all  of  the  Fanny  Crosby 
hymns  in,  please.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


On  the  OMR  Rent 

Two  ‘crashes’  provide  takeoff 
for  reflection  on  church  priorities 


Roy  Beck 


Back  at  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Interna¬ 
tional  Airport  after  a  week  on  the  UMR 
beat  in  Chicago,  I'm  driving  out  onto  Tex¬ 
as  114. 

It’s  Saturday  morning.  All  four  east- 
bound  lanes  are  filled  with  slow-moving 
cars  passing  the 
charred  remains  of 
the  Delta  airplane 
that  slammed  into 
the  highway  last 
night  (Aug.  2). 

I  sense  more  than 
curiosity  in  the  faces 
of  these  motorists. 

It’s  not  just  the  130 
or  so  deaths  that  overwhelm  me  but  the 
thought  of  all  the  families  broken  along 
with  the  big  jet’s  fuselage 

I  can’t  help  but  think  of  the  broken  fam¬ 
ilies  I  saw  early  this  morning  back  in  Chi¬ 
cago  when  I  boarded  my  plane. 

I  knew  immediately  there  at  Chicago's 
O’Hare  Field  that  something  different 
was  occurring  from  the  usual  weekday, 
predominately  business  traveler  com¬ 
motion.  But  I  felt  the  explanation  proba¬ 
bly  was  more  complicated  than  simply 
the  high  number  of  children  waiting  to 
get  onto  planes. 

Using  some  off-duty,  journalistic 
eavesdropping.  I  began  to  realize  that  I 
was  witnessing  an  American  summer 
phenomenon. 

These  families,  rather  than  being  bro¬ 
ken  in  an  airline  crash,  had  been  broken 
in  a  more  conventional  way.  Most  of  the 
children  had  one  parent  sending  them  off 
and  another  parent  presumably  waiting 
at  a  distant  airport. 

Some  were  finishing  summer  stints  with 
“sometime"  parents.  Others  were  leaving 
the  security  of  their  usual  home  for  the 
unknown  emotions  of  reunions  with  non¬ 
custodial  parents  at  the  other  end. 


There  was  much  apprehension  in  the 
eyes  of  some  of  these  children.  Most 
faces  were  drawn.  They  clung  to  adult 
hands  until  the  last  minute.  Several  par¬ 
ents  were  talked  into  going  onto  the 
plane  to  help  children  get  situated.  As  a 
flight  attendant  began  to  close  the 
plane’s  door,  a  non-ticketed  mother  knelt 
in  the  aisle  hugging  two  crying  daugh¬ 
ters,  telling  them  the  time  with  their  fa¬ 
ther  would  be  fun  and  go  fast. 

The  plane  took  off  with  sullen  children 
sitting  between  adult  strangers,  heading 
for  a  parent  who  also  may  be  a  stranger. 

It  was  a  graphic  reminder  of  the  way 
we  treat  a  large  portion  of  our  children 
in  America,  whether  by  transcontinental 
or  transneighborhood  shuttles. 

I  think  of  that  now  as  I  look  at  the 
crashed  jet  and  see  National  Transporta¬ 
tion  Safety  Board  personnel  sifting  for 
clues  why  this  crash  happened,  in  order  to 
learn  lessons  about  how  to  keep  other 
airliners  safely  intact. 

Considering  the  emotional  carnage- 1 
saw  in  Chicago,  I  think  that  perhaps  we 
need  some  kind  of  National  Family  Safe¬ 
ty  Board  to  sift  through  the  family 
wreckage  and  use  the  findings  to  help 
other  families  remain  intact. 

Presbyterians  seem  to  be  pressing  fpr 
exactly  that  in  their  church.  A  recent  sur¬ 
vey  offered  101  choices  to  Presbyterian 
congregational  leaders.  Their  No.  1  choice 
for  priority  efforts  in  the  denomination 
was  to  enrich  family  life,  parenting  add 
marriages. 

Certainly,  the  church  needs  to  be  muth 
more  than  just  a  sympathetic  observer 
of  the  marital  crashes  and  their  victims. 
The  commonness  of  their  plight  should 
not  cause  us  to  assume  that  little  can  be 
done  to  help  more  children  grow  up  in 
unbroken  families. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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Even  ‘born -again  folk’  can  commit  spouse  abuse 

^ _  _  ......  i  .  .  .nm _ -tt  /-.on  he  ehnrt  nimnit  nri  usith  Ippn  a 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  This  is  the  last  in  the 
Reporter’s  series  of  articles  on  family 
violence  and  how  the  church  can  respond 
to  what  is  reported  to  be  a  national  "epi¬ 
demic”  of  such  violence. 

BY  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

Nice  people  do  it,  too.  warns  Jeanne 
Deschner. 

"It"  is  spouse  abuse,  and,  according  to 
Dr.  Deschner.  a  sociologist  and  specialist 
in  the  study  of  spouse  abuse,  preachers, 
deacons,  missionaries  and  born-again 
folk  can  be  spouse  abusers. 

Statistics  from  a  well-known  book  on 
family  violence.  "Behind  the  Closed 
Door,”  indicate  nationally  that  at  least 
1.8  million  wives  are  beaten  yearly  and 
that  a  "true  incidence  of  violence”  has 
occurred  within  50  to  60  percent  of  all 
American  couples. 

Other  data  indicate  that  one  in  every 
22  husbands  are  beaten  yearly.  (Howev¬ 
er,  researchers  admit  it  is  not  clear 
whether  husband  beating  is  a  mutually  vio¬ 
lent  tendency  acted  out  by  both  spouses 
or  self-defense.) 

Research  indicates  that  spouse  abuse 
is  often  the  most  common  form  of  fam¬ 
ily  violence  as  well  as  the  most  violent. 
It  can  take  on  verbal  and/or  physical 
forms.  It  can  mean  everything  from 
kicking  and  slapping  a  spouse  into  con¬ 
trol  to  using  constant  criticism,  intimi¬ 
dation  and  threats  to  subdue  that  person. 

‘They’re  in  your  church' 

Bringing  the  situation  close  to  home. 
Dr.  Deschner  said,  "If  you  have  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  200  members  at  your 
church  I  guarantee  at  least  four  of  the 
couples  are  in  a  battering  stage” 

Dr.  Deschner,  an  active  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laywoman.  is  professor  of  sociology 
at  the  University  of  Texas  at  Arlington. 
.She  recently  wrote  a  book  on  spouse 
abuse  called  "The  Hitting  Habit." 

Dr.  Deschner  believes  churches  can 
break  the  silence  that  surrounds  spouse 
abuse  by  becoming  a  primary  place  of 
help  for  battering  couples. 

"The  church  is  not  in  the  business  of 
condemnation,"  she  said.  "The  church 
has  the  potential  for  answers  and  posi¬ 
tive  redemption  in  the  spiritual  sense. 
Battering  couples  are  good  candidates 
for  renewal  and  rebirth  of  life.  Here’s  a 
i  mission  field  that’s  ripe." 

She  recalled  seeing  a  beaten  husband 
who  had  his  arm  in  a  sling  and  scratches 
down  his  face  and  remembered  his  lack 
of  hope.  “He  was  too  good  a  Christian  to 
complain."  she  said.  “I  believe  that  most 
people  will  turn  themselves  in  or  seek 
help  only  if  they  have  hope." 

The  hope  Dr.  Deschner  speaks  of  is 


counseling,  and  she  urges  churches  to  get 
involved  in  some  form  of  it.  For  the  past 
few  years  she  has  offered  counseling  for 
battering  couples  through  a  program  she 
designed  that  teaches  a  Christian  ap¬ 
proach  to  anger  control. 

"Among  other  things  I  teach  people 
how  to  love  their  enemies,  how  to  bless 
those  who  curse  them  and  to  be  strong 
and  assertive  about  it. 

"Churches  need  to  be  aware  of  such 
counseling  programming.  In  shelters  for 
battered  women  churches  are  getting  a 
bad  name  because  ministers  sometimes 
tell  women  in  those  shelters  to  ‘go  back 
home  and  improve  themselves.’  This 
advice  will  not  work  because  most 
battering  couples  lack  the  skills  to  settle 
their  problems  in  a  noncoercive  way. 
Until  they  get  therapy  they  cannot  be 
changed,”  she  said. 

She  said  common  symptoms  of  batter¬ 
ing  couples  include  unexplained  injuries 
and  couples  who  divorce  and  remarry  each 
other.  Couples  who  marry  very  young  are 
also  likely  candidates. 

Joint  discovery  made 

The  critical  need  for  the  church  to  be 
involved  with  victims  of  spouse  abuse 
was  a  "joint  discovery"  for  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  the  ministerial  staff  at 
Henderson"  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Erie.  Penn.  The  Rev.  Beth  Nelson,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor,  told  the  Reporter  that  once 
the  church  established  its  battered  wom¬ 
an’s  shelter  called  The  Refuge,  "we 
came  to  realize  that  the  abuse  we 
thought  we  were  going  to  help  neighbor¬ 
hood  people  with  was  also  in  our 
church." 

Located  in  inner-city  Erie.  Henderson 


UMC  has  operated  The  Refuge 
building  adjacent  to  the  church  since 
February  1985.  The  shelter  can  accom¬ 
modate  up  to  12  women  and  their  chil¬ 
dren.  It  is  staffed  by  associate  pastors, 
the  Rev  Doug  Thompson  and  Ms.  Nel¬ 
son.  a  US-2  (a  United  Methodist  short¬ 
term  youth  mission  worker)  and 
congregation  members  who  volunteer 
there  20  hours  per  week.  Grants  from 
United  Methodism's  Women  s  Division 
and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  boost  the  shelter's  $20,000  budget. 

"We  started  dreaming  about  such  a 
shelter  in  1981  because  we  wanted  to 
help  women  in  this  neighborhood,"  Ms. 
Nelson  said.  "We  noted  that  our  area  has 
the  highest  amount  of  public  housing  in 
the  city.” 

Ms.  Nelson  explained  that  many  wom¬ 
en  from  the  church  began  to  come  for¬ 
ward  for  help  for  themselves  or  friends 
and  relatives  once  the  ministerial  staff 
began  giving  signals  from  the  pulpit  that 
made  the  women  feel  comfortable  about 
discussing  their  situations. 

Spoke  out  against  violence 

“We  spoke  out  against  violence  in  our 
sermons."  she  said.  “We  suggested  that 
the  modern-day  example  of  the  person 
lying  beside  the  road  in  the  biblical 
Good  Samaritan'  passage  is  a  battered 
woman.  We  also  talked  about  not  laugh¬ 
ing  at  jokes  that  put  down  women,"  she 
said. 

Women  and  their  children  can  stay  at 
the  shelter  up\fo  two  weeks.  While  there 
they  receive  counseling  about  their  fu¬ 
ture,  referrals  to  job  and  housing  agen¬ 
cies.  and  emergency  clothing  and 
funding  programs. 

"We  counsel  them  on  their  lack  of  self 
esteem,  too."  Ms.  Nelson  said.  “So  often 
the  women  feel  they  deserve  the  beat¬ 
ings  and  mistreatment.  Then  is  a  good 
opportunity  for  the  counselors  to  say 
that  God  doesn’t  like  violence  and  to 
teach  them  about  the  wholeness  and  val¬ 
ue  of  all  God's  people. 

“Church  people  don't  realize  the  vast¬ 
ness  of  this  problem,”  she  said.  "The 
church  ought  not  be  silent  on  this  issue. 
We’ve  got  to  teach  that  violence  is  wrong 
and  the  answer  to  violence  is  separation 
until  the  reasons  for  the  problems  can  be 
solved.  Then  the  two  people  can  be  rec¬ 
onciled. 

T  don’t  believe  the  church  is  doing  its 
job  with  family  violence;  it  is  just  getting 
started.  I  am  appalled  at  some  things 
ministers  tell  beaten  women.  I  talked 
with  a  beaten  woman  who  told  me  her 
pastor  told  her  that  these  were  signs  of 
the  end  of  time  and  she  should  expect 
this." 

Ms.  Nelson  advised  ministers  to  be 


knowledgeable  about  women's  centers 
and  shelters  in  their  areas.  "Give  signals 
from  the  pulpit  that  confront  the  issue  of 
domestic  violence  and  have  a  plan  in 
mind  before  the  woman  comes  to  you." 
she  advised. 

‘Batterers’  receive  counsel 

The  Rev.  George  Miller,  pastor  of 
Good  Shepherd  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Green  Island.  N.Y..  takes  a  decidedly 
different  approach  in  helping  break  the 
silence  on  spouse  abuse.  Mr.  Miller  coun¬ 
sels  the  batterers  rather  than  the  vic¬ 
tims. 

"This  is  a  man’s  issue,  not  a  woman's." 
he  told  the  Reporter.  “If  men  didn’t  en¬ 
gage  in  it.  there  would  not  be  so  much  of 
a  problem. 

T  kept  reading  and  hearing  about 
wives  being  beaten  by  their  husbands 
and  children  being  beaten  by  their  fa¬ 
thers  until  I  decided  I  had  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  it.  I  surveyed  the  resources 
to  deal  with  family  violence  in  our  area 
and  discovered  that  there  were  all  types 
of  help  for  the  victims  but  that  there  was  no 
help  for  the  perpetrators." 

In  1982  Mr.  Miller  organized  the  Men's 
Coalition  Against  Battering  (MCAB). 
with  the  express  purpose  of  reducing  do¬ 
mestic  violence  in  society  through  pro¬ 
viding  men  with  non-violent  alternatives 
to  their  physical  and  psychological  bat¬ 
tering  of  women. 

Utilizing  his  ministerial  skills  and  ad¬ 
vanced  training  in  counseling.  Mr.  Miller 
enlisted  four  other  men.  also  trained 
counselors,  to  get  his  idea  off  the  ground 
For  two  years  the  coalition  provided 
counseling  to  abusive  men  in  12-week 
counseling  sessions  that  met  three  days 
weekly  at  the  church. 

According  to  Mr.  Miller  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  very  supportive,  and  members 
built  a  sound-proof  counseling  room  in 
the  church  for  the  coalition's  use. 

He  explained  that  the  group  was  not 
designed  to  provide  couples  with  coun¬ 
seling  or  work  for  the  reuniting  of  cou¬ 
ples.  "When  a  man’s  violence  is  under 
control  the  couple  or  family  then  may 
decide  tQ  seek  further  counseling 
through  other  agencies."  he  said. 


Although  the  coalition  in  1984  spun  off 
into  a  community-based  organization  op¬ 
erated  by  a  coalition  of  men  in  nearby 
Albany.  N.Y..  Mr.  Miller  is  still  deeply 
committed  to  this  cause.  He  has  devel¬ 
oped  a  self-help  program  for  batterers 
that  he  wants  to  train  United  Methodist 
ministers  to  use. 

Sharing  some  of  his  theories  on  why 
men  are  batterers,  Mr  Miller  said. 
"We've  trained  men  to  be  controllers, 
but  in  today's  -society  there  is  little  to 
control  except  the  family.  Women  are 
becoming  liberated  and  they  want  con¬ 
trol.  too.  Thus  control  of  the  family  can 
become  an  explosive  issue." 

Mr  Miller  feels  that  his  idea  of  train¬ 
ing  men  not  to  be  batterers  is  feasible 
from  a  dollars  and  cents  perspective. 

"The  abusive  man  can  go  through  two 
or  three  wives  and  up  to  one  dozen  chil¬ 
dren  by  constantly  remarrying.”  he  said 
"One  untreated  man  impacts  so  many 
lives. 

"Which  is  the  most  economically  sen¬ 
sible  way  to  help  the  situation?  Men 
don’t  need  babysitters;  most  can  pay, 
and  they  don't  need  shelters  similar  to 
those  for  battered  women. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  has  the 
ability  to  send  a  message  nationwide 
against  family  abuse.  We  need  to  raise  our 
men  differently  by  removing  the  sexism 
from  their  upbringing.  Boys  should  be 
taught  to  express  their  feelings.  The  men 
in  our  congregations  should  get  behind 
family  violence  issues,  and  every  church 
should  have  funds  in  its  budget  to  put  up  a 
woman  in  a  shelter. 

’Most  of  the  church's  resources 
against  family  violence  are  focused  on 
the  end  result,  but  much  of  the  problem 


can  be  short  circuited  with  teen  and  pre¬ 
marital  counseling.  But  with  so  many 
families  in  our  congregations,  violence  is 
already  ingrained." 

Causes  commonly  misunderstood 

In  the  book  “Crisis— Women's  Experi¬ 
ence  and  the  Church’s  Response."  co-au¬ 
thors  the  Rev.  Peggy  Halsey,  director  of 
United  Methodism's  Office  of  Ministries 
with  Women  in  Crisis,  and  former  staff 
member  Lee  Coppernoll  explained  that 
spouse  abuse  is  "widely  misunderstood 
and  often  the  abused  woman  is  blamed 
for  being  beaten  A  common  misconcep¬ 
tion  about  spouse  abuse  is  that  the  wom¬ 
an  being  beaten  asks  for  it  and  even 
desires  it. 

"Women  remain  in  an  abusive  rela¬ 
tionship  because  they  are  economically 
dependent  on  the  abuser  and/or  because 
they  have  nowhere  else  to  go  An  abused 
woman  may  find  it  difficult  to  sever 
emotional  ties  to  her  abusive  partner 
Often  leaving  an  abusive  spouse  is  made 
more  difficult  because  an  abused  woman 
is  likely  to  receive  messages  from  her 
family,  friends  and  community  that  it  is 
her  duty  to  stay  with  her  husband  even 
at  the  risk  of  her  physical  and  emotional 
well  being.” 

One  way  Ms.  Halsey  and  Ms.  Copper¬ 
noll  suggest  that  churches  get  involved  is 
through  developing  "safe  homes”  for 
battered  women  and  their  children.  In 
such  programs  families  volunteer  tem¬ 
porary  housing  for  women  and  children 
leaving  abusive  situations.  The  authors 
note  that  "safe  homes”  are  particularly 
appropriate  for  a  rural  community 
where  security  and  transportation  may 
be  drawbacks  to  finding  a  shelter 


‘Sanctuary’  trial  judge 
forbids  ‘religion’  defense 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
PHOENIX,  Ariz.  — Federal  District 
Judge  Earl  H.  Carroll  has  ruled  that  12 
church  sanctuary  workers  cannot  use 
their  religious  motivation  to  justify 
transporting  and  sheltering  Central 
American  refugees. 

Among  the  12  are  two  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  Peggy  Hutchison,  coordinator  of 
border  ministries  for  the  Tucson  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Ministries,  and  Philip  M 
Conger,  director  of  the  Tucson  Ecu¬ 
menical  Council’s  Task  Force  on  Cen¬ 
tral  America.  Other  defendants  include 
a  nun,  two  priests  and  two  Protestant 
ministers. 


The  judge  was  responding  to  motions 
by  government  and  defense  lawyers  ar¬ 
gued  in  six  days  of  pretrial  hearings. 

Government  motions  asked  that  no 
testimony  be  allowed  regarding  the  de¬ 
fendants’  religious  beliefs,  government 
policy  in  Central  America  and  interna¬ 
tional  law  bearing  on  U  S.  immigration 
policy. 

The  judge  refused  to  dismiss  the  case 
or  to  bar  the  use  of  over  100  hours  of 
secret  tape  recording  made  by  paid 
government  informers.  Some  of  the 
tapes  were  made  in  churches. 

The  trial  has  been  postponed  until 
Oct.  15. 


Public  relations 

UM  communications  agency  adopts  Tennessee  conference  theme  for  national  distribution 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

The  highly-lauded  public  relations  campaign  launched  by 
-  the  Tennessee  Annual  Conference  earlier  this  year  (see  Re¬ 
porter,  July  12)  has  been  adopted  for  national  distribution  by 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

The  campaign,  replete  with  full-color  billboards,  newspaper 
advertisements,  bumper  stickers,  30  and  60-second  radio  spots 
and  church  bulletin  covers,  will  be  available  to  all  United 
Methodist  churches,  districts  and  annual  conferences  by  Janu¬ 
ary  1986,  according  to  Bill  Richards,  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  United  Methodist  Communications. 

A  previous  public  relations  campaign,  built  around  the 
theme  “The  World  Is  Qur  Parish,"  was  shelved  in  favor  of 
Tennessee's  “Catch  the  Spirit”  project  because  “we  saw  that 
it  (Tennessee’s  campaign)  worked,"  Mr.  Richards  said. 

“The  Tennessee  conference  has  used  images  and  terminol¬ 
ogy  that  are  broadly  accepted  by  both  churched  and  un¬ 
churched  people,"  Mr.  Richards  said. 

“  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  is  a  non-threatening  term  and  it  has  a  lot 
of  movement.  It’s  short,  catchy  and  eye-appealing,”  he  said, 
adding  that  it  was  the  first  full-fledged  public  relations  cam¬ 
paign  ever  launched  by  a  United  Methodist  annual  conference. 

In  addition,  United  Methodist  Communications  has  decided 
to  name  its  new  TV  program,  set  to  begin  airing  in  January. 

.  "Catch  the  Spirit.” 

An  information  flier  will  be  sent  to  all  United  Methodist 
.  churches  in  the  fall,  Mr.  Richards  said,  explaining  what  cam¬ 
paign  tools  will  be  available  and  the  price  of  each.  All  order- 
.  jng  and  distribution  will  be  handled  through  the  UMCom 
,  office  of  Program  and  Benevolence  Interpretation  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  he  added. 

Success  exceeded  expectations 

The  Tennessee  media  campaign,  part  of  an  extensive  four- 
year  project  pioneered  by  the  annual  conference,  met  with 
greater  success  than  conference  officials  anticipated,  said 
Carolyn  Simms,  conference  coodinator  of  communications. 

The  catchy,  professionally  written  jingle  about  "catching 
the  spirit"  saturated  the  Nashville  radio  market,  running  six 


to  eight  times  each  day  on  11  stations  in  the  state  capital  city. 

Forty  billboards  with  “Catch  the  Spirit”  emblazoned  on  a 
sunrisen  background,  with  the  words  "The  United  Methodist 
Church"  underneath,  were  put  up  all  over  the  greater  Nash¬ 
ville  area. 

Church  bulletin  covers,  repeating  the  sunrise  scene  that 
people  were  seeing  on  highway  billboards,  were  probably  the 
most  ordered  item,  Ms.  Simms  said,  but  added  15.000  bumper 
stickers  were  also  ordered  by  churches  for  distribution. 

Churches  launch  local  campaigns 

The  conference  campaign  sparked  several  churches  to 
launch  their  own  local  campaigns  using  the  materials,  Ms. 
Simms  said. 

At  Bethleham  United  Methodist  Church,  south  of  Nashville, 
the  Rev.  Larry  Lane  said  he  used  the  materials  to  help  tell  the 
community,  as  well  as  church  members,  about  ministries  of 
the  church. 

During  the  six-week  "Catch  the  Spirit"  campaign  he  devot¬ 
ed  five  minutes  in  each  Sunday  morning  worship  service  for 
explaining  to  parishioners  how  their  church  was  “catching  the 
spirit”  with  such  projects  as  mothers’  day  out  day  care,  an  area 
relief  program  that  provides  food  and  clothing,  and  Vacation 
Bible  School. 

“I  had  one  couple  say  they  thought  we  (United  Methodists) 
sent  all  of  our  money  overseas  and  this  gave  us  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  show  them  how  their  contributions  were  being  used  local¬ 
ly,"  Mr.  Lane  said. 

In  Savannah,  Tenn.,  approximately  100  miles  southwest  of 
Nashville,  13  United  Methodist  churches  launched  a  joint 
"Catch  the  Spirit"  campaign— buying  a  billboard  together  and 
taking  out  radio  and  newspaper  ads.  A  $400  advertising  bud¬ 
get  bought  them  coverage  on  the  radio,  in  the  weekly  newspa¬ 
per  and  in  a  billboard,  said  the  Rev.  David  Miller  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

"It  was  exciting  to  see  our  church's  name  on  a  billboard  in 
the  center  of  town  and  on  the  bumper  stickers  of  so  many 
cars. 

"People  have  heard  too  much  negative  about  the  church 
lately.  This  made  them  feel  glad  to  say  they’re  United  Meth¬ 
odist.” 


The  Tennesse  Annual  Conference  will  get  a  small,  yet  unde- 
terminded,  percentage  of  sales  from  the  national  UMCom 
campaign,  Mr,  Richards  said.  "Nobody  is  trying  to  make  any 
money  off  this,  and  we’re  working  to  make  it  affordable  to  ev¬ 
ery  size  church.” 

Ms.  Simms  adds.  "There’s  something  for  everybody  in  it. 


NASHVILLE — One  of  40  billboards  put  up  around 
Nashville  by  the  United  Methodist  Tennessee  confer¬ 
ence  stands  out  alongside  a  major  commercial  street. 

‘Catch  the  Spirit 9 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Many  United  Methodists  will  get  their  first 
look  at  the  denomination's  upcoming  nationally  distributed  pub¬ 
lic  relations  campaign  when  the  new  30-minute  television  show 
"Catch  the  Spirit"  goes  on  the  air  in  January. 

The  cable-network  show  in  magazine  format  will  feature  indi¬ 
viduals.  local  churches  and  national  and  global  outreach  minis¬ 
tries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  says  its  executive 
producer,  Ben  Logan. 

"They  are  what  will  make  this  show  possible."  he  said. 

The  show’s  producers  admit  they  took  their  cue  for  its  name 
from  the  Tennessee  Annual  Conference  public  relations  cam¬ 
paign  (see  related  story)  because  it  was  short,  catchy  and  will 
be  easily  identifiable  with  advertising  campaigns  gearing  up  at 
the  same  time  under  the  same  theme  across  the  United  States. 

"We  re  going  to  use  a  variety  of  short,  fast-paced  features 
that  will  always  have  some  sort  of  values  or  religious  angle." 
Mr.  Logan  said.  Segments  in  a  given  show  will  probably  be  tied 
together  with  a  common  theme  and  will  use  United  Methodists 
almost  exclusively,  even  though  this  fact  might  not  be  men¬ 
tioned  on  the  show. 

"We  don't  want  this  to  turn  into  a  propaganda  piece  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church,"  Mr.  Logan  said. 

For  instance,  one  show  might  be  focused  on  parent  /child  re- 


The  larger  churches  (in  the  Tennessee  conference)  have  been 
able  to  order  billboards  and  buy  radio  time;  smaller  churches 
were  able  to  get  bumper  stickers  and  door  knob  hangers." 

For  further  information,  churches  may  write  or  call  Mr. 
Richards  at  810  12th  St..  South,  Nashville.  TN  37203-4744.  615- 
256-0530. 


t’NITED  METHODIST  COMMl'NICATIONS  PHOTO 

The  public  relations  theme  has  been  adopted  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  for  national  distribution,  in¬ 
cluding  a  cable  network  TV  show  beginning  in  January. 

to  hit  cable  TV 

lationships  and  might  teature  a  child  psychologist  or  pediatri¬ 
cian  who  is  United  Methodist  and  might  highlight  one  or  more 
United  Methodist  families,  he  said 

The  new  show  is  a  major  response  to  program  and  national 
funding  decisions  by  the  1984  General  Conference.  That  ses¬ 
sion  budgeted  $4.8  million  for  television-telecommunications 
over  the  four-year  period  1985-88  The  television- 
telecommunications  program  is  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  basic  World  Service  program  fund  and  will  be 
divided  equally  between  the  church's  national  communica¬ 
tions  arm.  known  as  United  Methodist  Communications,  and 
the  74  annual  conferences  for  their  own  telecommunications 
ministries. 

The  magazine-style  show  will  have  two  co-hosts  and  will 
feature  on-location  segments  sent  in  from  throughout  the 
church,  Mr.  Logan  said.  In  addition,  some  segments  will  be 
videotaped  in  studios  in  Nashville  and  New  York. 

"We're  looking  for  United  Methodists  who  are  living  out 
their  faith  in  an  extraordinary  way;  those  kinds  of  people 
don’t  always  make  the  six  o’clock  news,"  Mr.  Logan  said. 

Suggested  people  and/or  topics  can  be  submitted  to  the 
show's  producer:  Bruno  Caliandro.  475  Riverside  Dr..  Room 
1370,  New  York.  NY  10115.  212-663-8900. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Your  campaign's  a  success! 
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Printing 
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Delivery 

/ 
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/ 
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Budget 

✓ 
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Thanks 

to  Agency  Service! 

When  you  let  professionals  who  know  the  United  Methodist 
Church  help  you  design  and  produce  your  development  and  pro¬ 
motion  campaigns  this  fall,  you'll  be  well  on  your  way  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  program.  Our  staff  has  several  decades  of  professional 


experience  producing  campaigns  in  all  media  (print,  film,  sound, 
and  video  tape)  in  advertising  agencies  and  in  the  Church. 

Because  we're  a  part  of  the  Church  we  can  work  within  your 
budget,  providing  more  for  less. 


Agency  Service  PO  Box  660275 

(214)  630-6495  Dallas,  Texas  75266 

A  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council 


Write  or  call  today: 

Don  Small,  Kathy  Klimpel,  Ty  Curtis,  lack  McGee 
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Mission  group  to  follow  Bible  study  pattern 


Churches  invited  to  join  in  study 

The  new  Commission  on  the  Mission  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  inviting 
all  United  Methodists  to  study  along  with  it  as  it  seeks  to  determine  how  the 
church  should  join  Christ's  mission  in  the  world. 

The  1984  General  Conference  asked  the  commission  to  find  an  understanding  of 
mission  that  will  inspire  and  activate  the  denomination  and  each  local  congrega¬ 
tion. 

At  the  second  commission  meeting  (see  UMR,  Aug.  16),  many  members  said 
their  work  will  have  far  more  meaning  if  members  of  local  congregations  partici¬ 
pate  in  that  search  and  offer  suggestions  to  the  commission. 

Several  of  the  commission’s  leaders  have  suggested  that  Sunday  school  classes, 
Bible  studies  and  other  groups  read  the  same  materials  the  commission  is  reading 
as  it  probes  for  answers.  They  also  asked  that  such  groups  pray  for  the  commis¬ 
sion— “their  feedback  will  be  so  much  better  if  they  pray  first,"  one  member  said. 

The  accompanying  story  notes  the  Scriptures  that  guided  the  commission  at  its 
recent  meeting.  It  also  lists  other  materials  used  by  commission  members. 

The  next  commission  meeting  is  in  November.  Commission  leaders  said  United 
Methodists  who  study  along  with  the  group  will  be  told  of  additional  resources  as 
the  commission  works  through  its  task  before  preparing  its  report  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— The  most  popular  defini¬ 
tion  of  Christian  mission  for  United  Meth 
odists  probably  is  the  so-called  Great 
Commission  found  in  Matt.  28:19-20,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Mortimer  Arias,  Lat¬ 
in  American  author  and  scholar. 

But  United  Methodists  need  to  do  a  lot 
more  Bible  study  than  simply  reading 
that  passage  if  they  are  to  understand 
the  kind  of  mission  Jesus  intended  for  his 
followers.  Dr.  Arias  said. 

Dr.  Arias  was  speaking  to  the  24-mem¬ 
ber  Commission  on  the  Mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  which  had 
asked  him  to  come  as  a  one-time  consul¬ 
tant  to  lead  it  through  intensive  Bible 
studies  (see  ITMR,  Aug.  16).  Several 
members  said  disagreement  about  the 
nature  of  the  church’s  mission  is  dividing 
the  denomination. 

‘Jesus  said  teach  everything  . . .  ’ 

One  beginning  for  a  study  on  what  the 
Bible  says  about  mission  would  be  to  ex¬ 
amine  all  four  Gospels  for  how  they  re¬ 
cord  Jesus  calling  his  followers  to  mission 
after  the  Resurrection,  Dr.  Arias  said. 

Many  people  don’t  realize  that  the 
Gospels  contain  four  versions  of  what 
really  should  be  called  the  Last  Com¬ 
mandment  instead  of  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion,  he  said.  (See  also  Mark  16:15;  Luke 
24:46-49;  John  20:21.) 

In  John,  Jesus  says.  “As  the  Father 
has  sent  me,  even  so  I  send  you."  That 
means  one  must  look  at  the  way  Jesus 
lived  and  acted  throughout  the  Gospels 
to  know  how  to  be  in  mission.  Dr.  Arias 
said. 

Dr.  Arias  said  the  Matthew  account 
usually  has  been  distorted.  He  said  peo¬ 
ple  tend  to  emphasize  “Go  then  to  all 
peoples  everywhere  and  make  them  my 
disciples:  baptize  them  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit" 
and  then  quickly  read  over  the  next  line, 
“and  teach  them  to  obey  everything  I 
have  commanded  you.” 

“We're  supposed  to  teach.  Teach 
what?  ‘Everything  I  commanded  you!'  ” 
Dr.  Arias  said. 

Many  people  try  to  personalize  the 
Great  Commission  by  suggesting  that 
Jesus  intended  his  followers  to  teach  a 
plan  of  salvation,  he  said.  To  find  out 


what  Jesus  meant  by  "everything,”  a 
person  must  read  all  of  Matthew,  a  study 
that  will  make  it  clear  that  personal  sal¬ 
vation  is  only  one  part  of  what  Jesus 
taught,  Dr.  Arias  said. 

Kingdom  of  God  ‘central  theme’ 

The  central  theme  of  Jesus’  teaching 
in  Matthew— "and  no  scholar  doubts 
it"— is  the  Kingdom  of  God,  Dr.  Arias 
said. 

The  professor  led  the  group  through 
some  80  passages  of  Scripture  that  help 
explain  the  Kingdom  of  God  (study  groups 
can  find  them  by  looking  up  "Kingdom  of 
God”  in  a  Eible  concordance). 

Dr.  Arias  said  the  Kingdom  proclaimed 
by  Jesus  included  a  call  to  repentance, 
forgiveness,  conversion  to  Christ,  confron¬ 
tation  of  worldly  powers,  good  news  to  the 
poor  and  warnings  to  the  rich  and  power¬ 
ful. 

He  suggested  reading  Jesus’  procla¬ 
mation  of  his  mission  in  Luke  4:16-30  and 
comparing  it  to  Isaiah  61:1-2  and  58:6. 
The  Kingdom  of  God  "that  has  come, 
will  come  and  is  here"  as  preached  by 
Jesus  has  to  be  seen  in  light  of  the  model 
of  “jubilee  justice”  provided  in  Leviticus 
25:10;  Jeremiah  34:8,  15,  17  and  Ezekiel 
46:17,  Dr.  Arias  said. 

Earnest  discussion,  stirred  by  the 
studies,  permeated  nearly  all  moments 


of  the  three  days.  Deep  theological  dis¬ 
cussions  were  especially  common  in  the 
cafeteria  of  the  meeting  location,  a  sem¬ 
inary  and  headquarters  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  Divine  Word  Missionaries.  For 
example,  over  a  bowl  of  creamed  cu¬ 
cumbers,  Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  of  Swe¬ 
den  and  the  Rev.  John  Cobb  of 
Claremont  School  of  Theology  in  Los  An¬ 
geles  reached  the  height  of  a  discussion 
on  the  difference  between  the  forgive¬ 
ness  of  sin  and  the  forgiveness  of  sins. 

Bishop  Borgen  had  expressed  concern 
during  the  study  that  Dr.  Arias  might  be 
diminishing  the  importance  of  the  Luke 
version  of  the  Great  Commission  in 
which  Jesus  tells  his  disciples  simply 
"that  repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins 
should  be  preached  in  (Christ’s)  name  to 
all  nations." 

The  bishop  from  Sweden  presented  a 
paper  to  the  commission  suggesting  that 
United  Methodist  leaders  in  the  U.S.A. 
erroneously  have  put  concerns  about 
justice  (“fruits  of  the  faith")  ahead  of 
calling  of  people  to  repentance  and  for¬ 
giveness  (“roots  of  the  faith"). 

King,  Kingdom  ‘inseparable’ 

Dr.  Arias  said  the  proclamation  of  the 
King  (Christ)  and  the  Kingdom  cannot  be 
separated.  But  many  Christians  have 


tried  to  offer  a  King  without  a  Kingdom, 
he  said. 

Commission  members  led  each  other 
in  reflecting  on  the  church’s  mission  and 
their  own  task. 

Christine  Bush,  a  laywoman  from  Li¬ 
beria,  referred  to  Revelation  2:2-5  which 
salutes  the  church  at  Ephesus  for  its 
works,  toil  and  patient  endurance  but  ad¬ 
vises,  “This  is  what  I  have  against  you: 
you  do  not  love  me  now  as  you  did  at 
first." 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a  California 
pastor,  called  the  commission  to  look  at 
John  10:7-16  which  includes  Jesus’  state¬ 
ments  that  “I  am  the  door;  if  any  one  en¬ 
ters  by  me,  he  will  be  saved.  ...  I  am  the 
good  shepherd  (who)  lays  down  his  life 
for  the  sheep.  . . .  And  I  have  other  sheep, 
that  are  not  of  this  fold;  I  must  bring 
them  also  . . .” 

The  Rev.  E.  Ray  Throckmorton,  a 
Kentucky  pastor,  closed  the  meeting  late 
the  third  night  with  a  devotional  study  of 
Romans  12:1-5,  which  contains  the  cau¬ 
tion:  “I  bid  every  one  among  you  not  to 
think  of  himself  more  highly  than  he  ought 
to  think,  but  to  think  with  sober  judgment, 
each  according  to  the  measure  of  faith 
which  God  has  assigned  him." 

Other  material  read 

The  following  material  has  not  been 
endorsed  by  the  Commission  on  Mission 
but  was  part  of  the  reading  material 
that  stimulated  discussion  among  the 
theologically  diverse  members: 

•  “Mission  and  Evangelism:  Clarify¬ 
ing  the  Concepts,"  an  article  by  David  J. 
Bosch. 

•  “Mission  and  Evangelism:  An  Ecu¬ 
menical  Affirmation,"  a  study  guide  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  ($1). 

•  “On  God’s  Vineyard,”  a  sermon  by 
John  Wesley. 

•  "One  Mission— One  Purpose?”  a  pa¬ 
per  by  Bishop  Ole  Borgen. 

•  “The  Mission  of  the  Church,"  Para. 
106  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

Any  or  all  of  the  above  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  to  Norman  E.  Dewire, 
Secretary,  United  Methodist  Commission 
on  Mission,  601  W.  Riverview  Ave.,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio  45406. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


UM  agencies  to  weigh  S.  African  divestment 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
CHICAGO— Mobilization  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  investment  power  of  13  national  and 
international  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  against  apartheid  ra¬ 
cial  policies  in  South  Africa  was  mapped 
Aug.  13-14. 

The  action  is  directed  toward  U.S. 
banks  and  corporations  doing  business  in 
South  Africa.  Investment  portfolios  of 


the  13  agencies  have  a  market  value  of 
approximately  $2  billion.  $1.8  billion  of 
which  is  managed  by  the  General  Board 
of  Pensions. 

“It  is  no  longer  appropriate  to  be  pas¬ 
sive  or  inactive  investors,"  the  20  agency 
representatives  said  in  a  statement  re¬ 
leased  at  the  conclusion  of  the  consulta¬ 
tion.  “We  are  mandated  to  be  an  active 
voice  for  justice  in  South  Africa." 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Pastor  Robert  May  and  the  congregation  of  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  started  their  church  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  on  August  2,  1 985. 

In  their  first  issue,  the  pastor  writes  “a  New 
God  has  given  us  throughout  the  Bible." 

“New  beginnings  are  for  the  asking 
.  .  .  The  weekly  New  Horizon  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  Friday  and  will  help  us  all 
keep  better  informed  about  our  church, 
our  conference,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  around  the  world.” 

“ The  New  Beginning  in  periodical  form 
will  continue  to  be  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  our  church  cores  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  from  our  creator,  who  makes  all  things  new.” 

This  pastor  and  congregation,  along  with  over  350  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  have  "caught  the  vision"  of  the  value  of  new  beginnings  for  their 
ministry  of  information  through  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  church  edi¬ 
tion. 

For  more  information  about  Reporter  church  editions,  contact  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


Beginning  is  a  lesson  our 
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“The  book  of  Psalms,"  said 
Martin  Luther,  “is  the  Bible  in 
miniature." 

Now,  in  Living  Waters: 

Psalms  for  your  quiet  time 
with  God,  you  can  enjoy  this 
best  known  part  of  the  Old 
Testament  as  poetry, 
enhanced  by  full-color  photos 
and  illuminated  by  Prof.  E.  M. 
Blaiklock’s  perceptive 
comments. 

A01-223784.  S10.95 


Pncc  subject  to  change  Transportation  extra 
Add  sales  tax  if  applicable 
Satisfaction  guaranteed' 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY 
STORE,  OR  ORDER  TOLL-FREE: 
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The  recommendations  now  go  to  the 
individual  agencies  for  consideration  at 
their  meetings  starting  in  September.  At 
least  two  of  the  boards  are  developing 
policies  calling  for  some  divestments  of 
stocks  in  companies  doing  business  in 
South  Africa. 

Agency  representatives  suggested 
three  appropriate  strategies  for  dealing 
with  corporations— shareholder  advoca¬ 
cy,  selective  divestment  and  full  divest¬ 
ment. 

Corporations  in  which  the  boards  hold 
or  purchase  stocks  will  be  expected  to 
sign  the  Sullivan  Principles  and  make 
satisfactory  progress  to  higher  perfor¬ 
mance  categories  the  principles  stipu¬ 
late. 

Corporations  will  be  expected  to  dis¬ 
continue  sales  to  the  government  of 
South  Africa  of  materials  which  can  fa¬ 
cilitate  implementation  of  apartheid  laws 
and  to  place  a  moratorium  on  new  in¬ 
vestments  and  expansion  of  current 
operations. 

Further,  corporations  will  be  asked  to 
announce  a  time  for  withdrawal  from 
South  Africa  if  apartheid  laws  are  not 
repealed. 

In  the  financial  services  sector,  banks 
and  other  institutions  will  be  expected  to 
neither  make  no  new  loans  nor  renew 
existing  loans  to  the  South  African  gov¬ 
ernment,  to  discontinue  operations  in 
South  Africa,  and  be  encouraged  to 
neither  make  new  loans  nor  renew  exist¬ 
ing  loans  to  the  private  sector  in  South 
Africa. 

United  Methodist  general  agencies  are 
asked  to  give  preference  to  banks  and 
other  financial  institutions  which  adopt 
these  policies. 

The  banking  recommendations  reaf¬ 
firm  action  by  the  1980  General  Confer¬ 
ence  but  expand  that  mandate  by  includ¬ 
ing  all  financial  institutions. 

Individual  United  Methodists  are 
asked  to  take  the  South  Africa  issue  into 
account  in  their  personal  investment  de¬ 
cisions  and  to  write  companies  in  which 
they  are  shareholders,  whether  or  not 
those  firms  have  operations  in  South  Af¬ 
rica. 


Elimination  of  the  Krugerrand  South 
African  coin  as  “an  investment  or  per¬ 
sonal  adornment”  is  urged. 

Agency  representatives  also  called  for 
Congressional  approval  of  anti-apart¬ 
heid  legislation  expected  to  be  up  for  fi¬ 
nal  consideration  when  Congress 
reconvenes  in  early  September  and  for 
President  Reagan's  signature. 

The  United  Methodist  statement  is  the 
latest  in  a  series  of  actions  by  major  re¬ 
ligious  bodies  in  recent  weeks. 

In  May,  more  than  50  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  units  singled  out  for 
special  effort  12  “key  investors  in  apart¬ 
heid”  through  sales,  size  of  operations 
and  other  factors.  The  United  Methodist 
boards  of  Church  and  Society  and  Global 
Ministries  signed  that  statement. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ,  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Lutheran  Church  also  have  taken 
recent  actions  against  apartheid. 

The  1984  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  condemned  apartheid  in 
strong  terms  and  "encouraged”  denomi¬ 
national  agencies  and  instituions  to  with- 
draw  from  banks  and  divest  from 
corporations  doing  business  in  South  Af¬ 
rica. 

The  consultation  of  United  Methodist 
agencies  was  called  by  the  denomina¬ 
tions’s  chief  fiscal  agency,  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA),  at  the  request  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

In  an  emotion-laden  address,  the  Rev. 
Leon  Sullivan,  the  Philadelphia  Baptist 
minister  who  developed  the  controver¬ 
sial  principles  which  bear  his  name, 
pleaded  with  the  United  Mehtodists  "to 
stick  with  me"  during  the  next  two 
years. 

"We  believe  that  statutory  apartheid 
can  come  to  an  end  in  two  years,”  Mr. 
Sullivan  said.  “If  apartheid  is  not  statu¬ 
torily  ended  as  a  system,  I  will  call  for 
withdrawal  of  all  U.S.  companies." 

Opponents  of  the  principles  say  they 
have  little  effect  on  the  majority  of  the 
black  South  African  population. 


Southeastern  Jurisdiction  called 
to  seek  racially-inclusive  church 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.- Chairper¬ 
sons  of  Commissions  on  Religion  and 
Race  from  13  annual  conferences  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  approved  a  statement 
Aug.  8  calling  on  churches  in  the  region 
to  renew  efforts  to  create  a  racially  in¬ 
clusive  church. 

"The  public  school,  government,  in¬ 
dustry  and  athletics  of  our  region  have 
made  more  progress  than  we  have,"  the 
leaders  said.  "We  can  no  longer  urge 
those  outside  the  church  to  do  what  we  in 
the  church  have  not  done." 

The  group  acknowledged  progress  in 
race  relations  in  the  Southeast,  noting 
that  persons  are  no  longer  denied  en¬ 
trance  to  churches  because  of  the  color 
of  their  skin. 

They  also  expressed  appreciation  for 
dedicated  persons  of  all  races  “who  have 
attempted  to  live  the  sisterhood/ broth¬ 
erhood  that  Jesus  proclaims But  they 
reported  disappointment  at  the  inability 


to  make  the  concept  of  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness  a  reality  at  the  local  church  level. 

"Young  people  experience  more  con¬ 
tact  across  racial  lines  in  their  public 
school  experience,"  the  statement  con¬ 
cluded.  “There  is  often  more  interracial 
interaction  in  business  and  industry  than 
there  is  in  our  churches.  Too  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  participate  in  church  life 
without  having  serious  and  consistent 
contact  with  other  United  Methodists 
who  differ  racially." 

The  leaders  said  they  have  observed  a 
lack  of  commitment  to  the  goal  of  racial 
inclusiveness  and  an  absence  of  appreci¬ 
ation  and  joy  for  the  racial  diversity  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“The  evidence  is  undeniable.  The  ra¬ 
cial  membership  and  leadership  of  local 
churches  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  is  basically  the  same  as  it  was  be¬ 
fore  the  eradication  of  the  jurisdiction 
and  conference  structures  that  kept  us 
separated."  (The  former  Central  (black) 
Jurisdiction  was  eliminated  in  1968.) 
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TRAG  expansion  studied 

CONEMAUGH,  Penn. — The  Rev.  Raymond  Beal,  pastor  of  Summit  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church,  rides  the  TRAG  (Transportation  for  Agriculture) 
with  vacation  Bible  school  children  before  sending  the  machine  to  Zaire.  Mr. 
Beal  hopes  to  set  up  a  manufacturing  operation  for  TRAGS  in  nearby  Johns¬ 
town  if  response  is  great  enough.  TRAGS,  designed  by  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  Earl  Miner,  are  produced  exclusively  in  his  hometown,  Marshfield,  Mo. 


the  church  today 


TV  actor/clergyman  named 
to  UM  Communications  post 

NASHVILLE  — A  Los  Angeles-bred 
television  actor  and  graduate  of  a  United 
Methodist-related  seminary  has  been 
hired  as  an  associate  producer  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communicaitons. 

Hilly  Hicks,  who  received  his  doctor¬ 
ate  from  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Oalif.)  joined  UMCom's 
Nashville-based  production  team  Aug.  1. 

A  native  of  California,  Dr.  Hicks  was 
ordained  earlier  this  summer.  He  re¬ 
ceived  a  B.A.  degree  from  Occidental 
College  in  Los  Angeles  in  1972,  earned  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  in  1984  and  a 
doctorate  in  1985,  both  from  Claremont. 

As  an  actor  he  is  probably  best  known 
for  his  wprk  in  television  shows  and 
made-for-TV  movies.  His  credits  include 
"Roots,"  "M.A.S.H.”  “Friendly  Fire"  and 
“Attack  on  Terror:  The  FBI  vs.  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan.” 

He  will  appear  in  an  episode  of  "Hill 
Street  Blues”  this  fall. 

Seminar  to  support  commitment 
to  cross-racial  appointments 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— A  national  semi¬ 
nar  to  support  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  committment  to  appointment 
of  pastors  across  racial  and  ethnic  lines 
will  be  held  Sept.  11-12. 

The  session  is  sponsored  by  the  Center 
for  United  Methodist  Pastoral  Exchange 
at  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  At¬ 
lanta.  Retired  Bishop  Scott  Allen  is  di¬ 
rector  of  the  center. 

Each  of  the  74  annual  conferences  has 
been  asked  to  send  two  representatives 
to  the  meeting.  Several  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  bishops  will  be  among  the  pro¬ 
gram  leaders. 

UMC  minister  to  join 
theological  inquiry  center 

PRINCETON,  N.J.- United  Methodist 
minister  and  professional  singer  Steven 
Kimbrough  has  been  asked  to  join  the 
Center  of  Theological  Inquiry  in  Prince¬ 
ton  for  the  academic  year  1985-86. 


The  Center  of  Theological  Inquiry  was 
established  to  foster  research  and  study 
in  theology  and  related  fields,  particu¬ 
larly  science  and  religion.  Membership 
is  by  invitation  only  to  the  center  that  is 
connected  to  Princeton  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary. 

Dr.  Kimbrough,  a  member  of  the 
North  Alabama  Annual  Conference,  will 
do  research  in  the  area  of  "Charles  Wes¬ 
ley  as  Biblical  Interpreter”  based  on  the 
Wesley  poetical  material,  described  as 
the  largest  lyrical  English  language  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  Bible. 

Four  UMs  in  group 
to  teach  in  China 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Four  United 
Methodists  are  among  12  Christians  who 
will  teach  in  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  for  a  year.  This  group  is  the  first 
from  mainline  Western  churches  permit¬ 
ted  to  work  in  China  since  1949. 

The  United  Methodists  are:  Sally  Jo 
Day  of  Kempton.  Md.,  member  of  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC  in  Mt.  Airy;  Arba  Herr  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn..  member  of  Belle  Meade 
UMC.  working  in  West  Nashville  Parish; 
Ron  and  Leona  Dameron,  members  of 
Galt,  (Calif.)  UMC.  They  will  teach  En¬ 
glish  in  technical  colleges  in  Jiangsu 
Province  beginning  Sept.  1. 


Adult 

Membership 
Material 
for  United 
Methodists 

LEADER'S  NOTEBOOK  with  directions,  letters, 
forms  and  guides  for  development  and  imple¬ 
menting  new-member  classes,  transcripts  of  tope 
and  paper  by  Bishop  James  Thomas 
CASSETTE  featuring  presentations  by  Bishops 
Rueben  Job,  Judith  Croig,  Dr.  Haviland  Houston, 
Dr.  Robert  Tuttle  and  overview 
PARTICIPANT  FOLDERS  with  biographicol  sketch¬ 
es  of  persons  and  scenes  from  our  heritage, 
agenda  material 

Provides  structure  for  four  or  five  new-member 
sessions.  Proven  effective  over  9-year  period, 
Write  or  call  for  trial  examination  of  material. 
MEMBERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  RESOURCES 
Box  2671 .  North  Canton.  Ohio  44720 
_ (216)  499-6040 _ 


IpCBETHER 
I  I  IN  CHRIST 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  and  pastoral  care 
in  one  of  nation's  most  attractive  and  rapidly 
growing  areas  900-member  church.  30  hour  week 
Available  immediately  Send  Resume  to  or  con¬ 
tact  Dr  D  Clark  Thompson.  Port  St.  Lucie  United 
Methodist  Church.  260  SW  Prima  Vista  Blvd  .  Port 

St  Lucie.  FL  33452  (305)878-1155 

NET  RESULTS- A  monthly  newsletter  of  new 

ideas  in  evangelism  and  church  growth  Write  for 
free  sample  copy  and  catalog  of  evangelism  mate¬ 
rials:  5001  Avenue  N.  Lubbock.  TX  79412 

WANTED  USED  HANDBELL  SET  5-octave 
Contact  1st  United  Methodist  Church.  611  W  South 
St..  Alvin.  TX  77511  Telephone  (713)  331-3482 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynesville. 

NC  28786  (704)627-6067 

USED  CHOIR  GOWNS  AVAILABLE  from  First 
UM  Church.  Ephrata,  PA  17522  (68  N  Church  St  ). 

26  regular,  1  director's  plus  6  extras  needing  re¬ 
pairs.  Blue  (light)  with  ivory  stoles.  17  regular,  1 
director's  plus  12  extras  that  need  repairs.  Black 
with  ivory  stoles  Call  (717)  738-2465  mornings  or 
(717)  733-6033  evenings,  or  write  the  church  as 
above  Gowns  available  on  donation  basis. 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Securi¬ 

ty  and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates.  Northern  California.  Lake 
Part  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart- 
ments.  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more  A 
facility  of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes 
For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer.  Lake 
Park.  1850  Alice  St..  Dept  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612 
(415)835-5511 

NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM  Growing  with 
Today  s  Children  From  Family  Education  En¬ 
terprises.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  4690 
Palm  Ave  La  Mesa  CA  92041  $10  text  and  guide 

LARGE  HOUSE  FOR  SALE  First  tier  on  Lake 
Pomme  de  Terre.  125  miles  south  of  K  C  ,  MO  Ide¬ 
al  for  groups  or  individual  Owner  finance  (417) 
282-6440  ! 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Executive  director  for 
Southside  Community  Center.  San  Marcos.  TX  A 
United  Methodist  multi-service  neighborhood  so- 
clal  agency  Master's  degree  in  social  work  ad¬ 
ministration  or  similar  field  Comparable  work 
experience  acceptable  Working  knowledge  of 
Spanish  preferred  Salary  $14.000-$17.000  Re¬ 
sumes  to  Gregg  Echols,  Board  President.  518  S 
Guadalupe  San  Marcos.  TX  78666  Closing  date 
Sept  1.  1985. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists,  friends 
and  families:  It's  lime  for  Affirmation.  Write  P.0 
Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL  60204 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  NEEDED  Ex 
perience  in  public  relations,  fund-raising,  commu¬ 
nications  Travel  required  Contact 

Superintendent.  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference. 
Queendale  Center.  Beverly.  KY  40913 

CHURCH  OF  2.100  MEMBERS  SEEKS  person 
with  demonstrated  skills  in  youth  ministry  for  full- 
time  position  Creative,  mature  individual  desired 
Compensation  package  includes  attractive  house 
Send  resumes  to  Dr  Bill  Moorer.  First  UMC.  2300 
Country  Club  Road.  Duncan.  OK  73533 

POSITION  OPEN  Minister  of  children,  youth  and 

familv  Must  have  bachelor  s  degree  from  an  ac¬ 
credited  institution  and  two  years  of  professional 
experience  in  teacher  training,  curriculum  devel- 
opment.  organizational  management,  admmistra- 
lion  and  communications  Must  also  possess  a 
concise  vision  for  a  Christian  education  program 
with  a  foundation  in  biblical  theology,  both  Old 
and  New  Testaments  Resumes  to  Dr  David  Wil¬ 
kinson.  St  Francis  in  the  Foothills.  4625  E  River 
Road,  Tucson.  AZ  85718.  (602  )  299-9063  Salary 
range  $16,000  to  $18,000  plus  benefits  Applications 
accepted  until  Sept  8.  1985 

CHURCH  COMPUTER  PACKAGE  in  printed 
form  You  type  in  InfoStar  templates  Software 
for  membership,  pledge  accounting,  church  fi¬ 
nances,  attendance,  church  calendar  Only  $37.50 
Great  for  Kaypro  and  Sanyo  owners  IBM  version 
on  disk  with  tutorial  $333  Nova  Church  Software. 
Attn:  Ken  Bedell,  P.0  Box  548,  Richboro,  PA  18954 
(215)  860-1415.  Visa  and  Master  Card  accepted 
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The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘They  Do  Make  A  Difference’ 


Yvonne  Friche,  secretary  of  the 
Fellowship  Class  at  St.  Francisville 
United  Methodist  Church,  wrote  me  a 
letter  which  I  want  to  share  with  the 
readers  of  The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist. 

Dear  Bishop  Underwood, 

Church  signs  do  make  a  difference. 
On  Sunday  morning,  July  21st,  a  lady 
that  was  traveling  on  the  Mississippi 
Queen  saw  our  church  sign  down  by 
the  boat  landing  on  the  Mississippi 
River.  She  walked  to  church  that 
morning,  which  is  a  mile  or  two  from 
the  river,  and  attended  Sunday  School 
and  Worship  Service. 

A  couple  of  weeks  later,  our  class 
received  the  following  letter  from  her: 

Dear  Ladies, 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  friend¬ 
ship  and  fellowship  this  morning. 
I  can’t  tell  you  how  much  it  meant  to 
me  to  be  able  to  share  worship  with 
you  all. 


Of  course  my  own  church  feels  like 
family,  but  as  I  was  walking  up  the 
streets  of  your  town  I  felt  so  alone  — 
strange  town,  going  to  a  strange 
church  —  not  knowing  just  what  to 
expect  —  and  within  minutes  I  knew 
I  was  “home.”  I  have  thanked  God 
for  the  opportunity  to  hear  his  words 
through  Rev.  Babin  and  to  have  met 
you  ladies  and  your  choir. 

Thank  you  again  for  the  ride  back 
to  the  boat! 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Sharon 


Reports  like  this  one  and  others  that 
have  been  brought  to  my  attention 
emphasize  again  the  importance  and 
significance  of  letting  our  whereabouts 
be  known  as  United  Methodist  Churches. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


Roberts  UMC,  Denham  Springs, 
celebrated  its  Annual  Founder’s  Day 
Program  on  August  18th.  The  church 
was  established  in  1884.  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan  was  the  guest  speaker. 

•  *  * 

Art  classes  were  given  during  the 
month  of  August  at  FUMC,  Amite. 
The  Amite  Art  Club  sponsored  the 
classes  for  5th-8th  grades.  Mr.  Dennis 
Perrin  led  the  classes.  Rev.  Steven  M. 
Spurlock  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  St.  Francisville  UMC  held  its 
annual  sing-a-long  and  ice-cream 
party  on  Sunday,  August  18,  1985  in 
the  church  fellowship  hall.  Over  125 
members  attended  and  enjoyed  sing¬ 
ing  songs  from  The  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal  and  Cokesbury  Hymn  Book. 

*  *  * 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Gub  of  St. 
Paul’s  UMC,  Harahan,  recently  spon¬ 
sored  a  barbecued  chicken  dinner  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  worship  service.  The 
fundraiser,  which  netted  $400.00,  will 
help  pay  the  $702.00  pledged  by  the 
men  towards  the  Conference  Askings’ 
Church  Extension  Fund.  Rev.  Wesley 
Reagan  is  pastor. 

•  «  * 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of 
Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  had  a  men’s 
breakfast  on  August  4th.  The  Rev. 
Larry  Stafford  is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

Over  150  messages  to  God  were 


sent  up  by  balloons  to  help  celebrate 
the  closing  of  Vacation  Church  School 
of  FUMC,  Crowley.  Working  in  con¬ 
junction  with  FUMC  were  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  First  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  and  the  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church.  The  average  daily  atten¬ 
dance  was  125  children. 

*  •  • 

A  Shreveport  District  Education 
Workshop  will  be  held  on  September 
16  and  17  at  FUMC,  Bossier  City.  The 
sessions  for  both  nights  begin  at  6:45 
p.m. 

•  *  • 

A  Pancake  Breakfast  was  held  on 
August  25th  at  Lasseigne  Memorial 
UMC,  LaPlace.  The  Methodist  Men’s 
Fellowship  sponsored  the  event. 

•  *  • 

The  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport,  held  its 
Annual  Blood  Drive  on  August  18  in 
the  church  gym.  All  members  of  Noel 
who  participated  will  receive  the 
benefits  of  blood  replacement  credits 
through  a  Group  Blood  Assurance 
Plan. 

•  *  • 

St.  John  UMC,  of  New  Sarpy,  has 
purchased  and  erected  6  new  Church 
signs.  This  congregation  of  only  40 
members  financed  this  project  over 
and  above  their  regular  contributions. 
Already  they  have  had  several  new 
families  visit  their  church  because  of 
the  erection  of  these  signs.  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson  is  pastor. 


Woman’s  House  Gets 
New  Lease  On  Life 


Thelma  Toups’  house  was  falling  apart 
around  her.  But  one  Saturday,  Toups’ 
luck  changed  when  members  of  the  Mun- 
holland  Methodist  Church  in  Metairie, 
the  Elmwood  Kiwanis  and  the  Kiwanis 
Dawnbusters  got  together  to  help  the  80- 
year-old  Jefferson  resident  get  her  house 
in  order. 

“After  15  years  of  praying,  I  finally 
got  a  miracle  to  happen,”  said  Toups, 
whose  only  income  is  $313  a  month  from 
Social  Security. 

Connie  Rigg,  who  works  for  Habitat 
for  Humanity  Inc.,  a  non-profit  agency  in 
New  Orleans  that  helps  the  poor,  said 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


Toups  recently  called  her  at  the  office. 

"One  day  she  (Toups)  called,  telling 
me  about  all  the  problems  she  had  get¬ 
ting  help  to  repair  her  house,”  said 
Riggs,  a  parishioner  at  Munholland 
Methodist  Church.  “The  way  she  de¬ 
scribed  the  condition  of  her  home,  I 
couldn’t  believe  it  so  I  took  a  ride  out 
there  to  see  for  myself.  Well,  I  was 
shocked  that  she  (Toups)  could  live  the 
way  she  does.” 

Riggs  explained  Toups’  plight  to  the 
Mulholland  Men’s  Group. 

“I  presented  Mrs.  Toups’  situation  to 
them  (the  men’s  group)  and  some  of  the 
members  went  out  to  see  her  house," 
Riggs  said.  "Well,  it  didn’t  take  long  for 
the  group  to  unanimously  agree  to  help 
Mrs.  Toups  repair  her  house." 

“Our  church  does  a  lot  of  charitable 
work  throughout  the  year  to  help  the 
poor  and  needy  in  the  area.  Thelma 
Toups  certainly  is  one  of  those  people  we 
wanted  to  help.” 

“I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  happy 
look  on  her  (Toups’)  face  when  I  told  her 
we  were  going  to  get  together  and  help 
her." 


Purdue  ’85  Attended 


By  La.  Methodist  Men 


When  nearly  6,000  men  joined  in  sing¬ 
ing,  "Blessed  Assurance,”  the  tone  was 
set  for  the  fourth  annual  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men’s  Congress  at  Purdue  University 
July  12-14.  Among  those  present  for  this 
inspiring  event  were  37  men  from  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Traveling  by  bus,  with  every  seat  oc¬ 
cupied,  the  red  and  white  caps  worn  by 
those  traveling  to  Purdue  indicated  that 
Methodist  men  from  Louisiana  would  be 
joining  with  6,000  other  men  from 
throughout  the  country  participating  in 
this  national  event. 

Among  the  highlights  of  the  confer¬ 
ence,  one  remembers  the  address  of 
Robert  Schuller  as  she  stated  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  today  is  a 
“sleeping  giant.”  Stirred  to  action  it 
could  produce  in  our  time  the  most 
sweeping  spiritual,  social,  economic  and 
political  changes  in  the  History  of  the 
world.  The  other  speakers,  Dr.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  Dr.  James  Buskirk,  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Hardt,  all  gave  eloquent  testimo¬ 
ny  of  the  potential  and  the  resources  of 
United  Methodist  Men  as  men  of  hope.  In 
addition  to  these  stimulating  and  aspir¬ 


ing  addresses,  one  was  also  moved  by 
the  beautiful  music  of  Bill  Mann,  soloist 
Ralph  Freeman,  Pianist  Oris  Baldwin, 
Organists  Richard  Alegria  and  Glen 
Draper.  Among  the  comments  and  evalu¬ 
ations  made  by  the  men  included  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  “Our  fellowship  will  be  revitaliz¬ 
ed  as  we  evaluate  ‘Purdue  ’85’.”  “My  life 
will  be  changed  as  a  result  of  this 
experience.”  “It  was  a  moving,  ex¬ 
citing,  thrilling  experience  for  all  of  us.” 
"I  shall  be  very  anxious  to  make  the  trip 
again.”  “I  learned  new  leadership  skills, 
the  meaning  of  creative  worship,  better 
communication,  involvement  in  the 
group  process,  shared  leadership  and  lay 
witnessing,  above  all  I  heard  our  motto 
with  a  new  emphasis.” 

Perhaps  there  will  be  those  of  us  from 
Louisiana  who  will  return  to  Purdue  in 
1989  for  the  fifth  National  Congress  of 
Men.  Two  busloads  of  men  from  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  wearing  red  and 
white  caps,  gave  evidence  of  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  great  movement  now  sweeping 
across  the  country  that  we  live  by  faith, 
hope  and  love.  Such  was  the  impact  of 
"Purdue.” 


“One  of  our  best  retreats  ever”  was  an  often  heard  remark  after  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  Retreat  at  FUMC,  Pineville.  Presiding  was  S.  Jack  Dew,  Conference  Pres¬ 
ident  U.M.M.  (on  left).  The  featured  speaker,  Rev.  Peter  Good  (on  right)  is  an  Irish 
Pastor  from  Lurgan,  North  Ireland. 


Hospital  Offers  Seminar 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  New  Orleans  is  sponsoring  a  one- 
day  seminar  on  September  12th  around 
the  theme,  “Ministry  to  the  Grieving.” 
Leaders  will  include  Chaplain  Paul  G. 
Durbin,  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  at 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital, 


and  Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  Professor 
of  Psychology  and  Counseling  at  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

Cost  for  this  seminar,  including  lunch, 
is  $25.  Registration  is  to  be  made 
through  Pendleton  Hospital  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 


New  Land  For  A  New  Church 


The  New  Orleans  East  United  Methodist  Church,  the  newly  created  church  in  the 
New  Orleans/Slidell  District  is  growing!  Pictured  above  are  some  of  its  members  at 
their  new  iVi  acre  site.  The  church  is  now  meeting  at  Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital 
under  the  leadership  of  pastors  Doug  Cain  and  Randall  Campbell. 


United  Methodist 
Fall  Volleyball 

League 

A  coed  volleyball  league  for  Baton 
Rouge  area  UM  Churches  will  begin  Sep¬ 
tember  3.  The  fall  season  plays  on  Tues¬ 
day  nights  from  Sept. -Nov.  and  ends  the 
week  before  Thanksgiving.  Last  year, 
Blackwater,  Broadmoore,  First,  Ingle- 
side,  Istrouma,  Jordan,  St.  Andrews,  St. 
Luke’s,  and  St.  Pauls  UMC's  partici¬ 
pated.  For  more  information  about  the 
fall  league  contact  Gene  McPherson  at 
(504)  388-8085  or  (504)  272-4774. 


Correction 

There  was  a  mistake  printed  in 
the  August  16  issue  in  the  Seventh 
Month  Financial  Report  article.  The 
percentage  of  totals  for  1985  should 
read  47.85  and  1984  should  read 
45.81.  They  were  reversed  when 
printed.  Thank  you  for  your  atten¬ 
tion. 

Editor 


—  Death  — 

Mrs.  Henrietta  C.  Sartor,  wife  of  the 
late  Rev.  Warren  Sartor,  died  on  August 
21st.  Mrs.  Sartor  was  a  resident  of 
Shreveport. 


14  Youth  Work  10  Days  In  Jamaica 


Hours  before  the  sun  rose  July  17th,  a 
van  left  Alexandria’s  First  United 
Methodist  Church  parking  lot  headed  for 
the  New  Orleans  airport.  Inside,  19 
people  —  14  of  whom  were  teens  and  pre- 
teens  —  owned  tickets  to  Kingston, 
Jamaica. 

Paint  scrapers  rattled  inside  trunks  be¬ 
side  frisbees,  footballs  and  Vacation 
Bible  School  songsheets.  Forty  choir 
robes  and  accompanying  stoles  were 
neatly  packed  alongside  T-shirts,  jeans 
and  topsiders.  And  the  fruits  of  a  year’s 


worth  of  fundraisers  —  $12,000  —  made  it 
all  possible. 

Accompanying  the  youth  were  the  Rev. 
Larry  D.  Norman  and  counselors  Rod 
and  Lisa  Baronet,  Marie  Durham  and 
Janice  Williams. 

It  cost  approximately  $500  per  person 
to  make  the  trip.  To  raise  the  money, 
each  team  member  was  required  to  pay 
$75  and  to  man  an  eight-month-long 
blitz  of  fundraiser-dinners,  dances,  car 
washes,  talent  shows,  etc. 


Sunday  School  Lessons 
Videotaped  For  Fall 


Dr.  Peter  Harrington,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe, 
will  be  the  presenter  for  the  Internation¬ 
al  Sunday  School  Lessons  from  Septem¬ 
ber  —  November.  Dr.  Harrington 
prepared  13  lessons  on  videotape  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
Tom  Jackson,  of  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
and  Linda  Crum,  of  the  Conference  Staff, 
produced  the  program. 

A  '/j"  VHS  video  tape  containing  the 
lessons  for  the  Fall  quarter  will  be 
sent  to  the  churches  requesting  them. 
The  only  charge  will  be  for  postage.  The 
new  program  will  be  coordinated 
through  the  Conference  Office.  For  more 
information  contact  Dr.  Harvey  Wil¬ 
liamson  at  the  Conference  Office,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  La 
70802.  Phone  -  (504)  346-1646. 


Dr.  Peter  Harrington  is  the  Fall 
presenter  for  the  International  Sunday 
School  Lessons.  He  is  shown  above  being 
videotaped  by  Linda  Crum,  Conference 
Communications. 


United  Methodist  Men 
Conference  Retreat 


Attendants  shown  at  the  opening  session.  On  the  first  row,  left  to  right  are:  Bill 
Harris,  Second  Vice  President  of  the  Conference  UMM;  Ofney  Ellis,  newly  elected 
president,  and  Joe  Ellis  of  Winbourne. 


Approximately  160  men  including  143 
representing  32  active  Methodist  Men’s 
Gubs  from  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  gathered  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Pineville  on  August  10 
for  the  11th  Annual  Methodist  Men’s  Re¬ 
treat  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

The  opening  session  featured  reports 
on  club  projects  from  the  various  groups, 
suggestions  for  future  club  project,  and  a 
special  report  by  Tracy  Altag,  a  young 
man  who  attended  the  Fourth  National 
Congress  of  Methodist  Men  at  Purdue 
University  this  year  for  the  first  time. 
Rev.  Peter  Good,  Pastor  of  High  Street 
Methodist  Church  in  Lurgan,  Ireland, 
was  the  keynote  speaker.  His  message 
emphasized  the  “four  you's.”  The  you 
that  you  see,  that  others  see,  that  God 
sees,  and  that  you  can  become. 

There  were  6  small  groups  to  choose 
from  during  the  afternoon,  with  time  for 
any  one  person  to  attend  only  three.  The 
small  group  subjects  were:  “What  God  is 
doing  in  Irleand,”  —  Rev.  Peter  Good, 
“Lay  Witness  Mission,”  —  Dean  Card- 


well  —  leader;  “Key  To  Joy,”  Jack  Dew 
—  leader,  “The  Spirit  At  Work,”  Bob 
Goff  —  leader;  “Discipleship  Cele¬ 
bration,”  John  Tubb  —  leader;  “Abun¬ 
dant  Life  Mission,”  K.  D.  Hays  —  leader. 

The  group  led  by  Rev.  Peter  Good 
proved  to  be  a  popular  group  in  terms  of 
numbers  electing  to  visit  that  group 
Rev.  Good  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Good 
as  they  answered  questions  and  dis¬ 
cussed  the  current  situation  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

The  closing  session  recognized  the  new 
slate  of  officers  elected  to  serve  the  Con¬ 
ference  during  1986,  which  were:  Ofney 
Ellis  —  Baton  Rouge,  President;  Sam 
Poplus,  New  Orleans  —  First  Vice-Pres¬ 
ident;  Bill  Harris,  Baton  Rouge  —  sec¬ 
ond  Vice  President;  Irvin  Abraham, 
Lake  Charles  —  Secretary:  Mark  Solo¬ 
mon,  Lafayette  —  Treasurer;  Wads¬ 
worth  Davis,  New  Orleans  —  Chairman, 
Nominating  Committee;  John  Tubb,  Pin¬ 
eville  —  Program  Director;  Charles 
Goodgame,  Pineville  —  Retreat  Chair¬ 
man. 


Centenary  Awards  Honorary 
Degrees  To  Clergy  and  Laity 


At  its  last  graduation  services,  Cente¬ 
nary  College  awarded  degrees  to  some 
196  men  and  women.  In  addition  to  this, 
honorary  degrees  were  given  to  Rev. 
William  C.  Blakely,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Orleans-Houma  District, 
and  to  Mr.  Samuel  Miles  Sharp,  a  distin¬ 
guished  Methodist  layman  with  a  long 
history  of  service  to  the  church  and  to 
education.  Rev.  Blakely  received  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  Degree,  and 
Mr.  Sharp  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws. 

Rev.  Blakely  is  a  native  of  Arkansas 
and  a  son  of  the  parsonage.  After  gradu¬ 
ating  from  Centenary  College  in  1955,  he 
enrolled  in  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
SMU  and  received  his  Bachelor  of  Divin¬ 
ity  Degree  from  that  institution  in  1958 

Ordained  a  deacon  in  1957  and  an  el¬ 
der  in  1959,  Rev.  Blakely  has  always 
been  among  the  most  active,  energetic 
and  effective  ministers  ordained  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Over  the  years, 
Rev.  Blakely  has  been  a  hard  worker  for 
Centenary  College,  promoting  it  by  ac¬ 
tively  encouraging  young  people  in  the 
churches  that  he  has  served  to  enroll  in 
the  school  of  higher  learning. 

Samuel  Miles  Sharp  is  a  native  of  Ar¬ 
kansas,  having  received  his  Bachelor’s 
Degree  from  the  University  of  Arkansas. 
His  professional  career  has  included  po¬ 
sitions  with  East  St.  Louis  Light  and 
Power  Company,  Minnesota  Power  and 
Light  Company.  Central  and  Southwest¬ 
ern  Utilities  Company  of  Dallas,  and 
from  1932  until  his  retirement  he  was 
Vice  President  of  Engineering  Opera¬ 
tions  for  Southwestern  Electric  Power 
Company  of  Shreveport.  Mr.  Sharp  has 
long  been  a  distinguished  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  and  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  where 
he  has  been  a  generous  donor  to  the 


The  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely 


Mr.  Samuel  Miles  Sharp 


youth  department,  the  television  pro¬ 
grams  and  the  youth  ministry  of  that 
church.  His  principal  benefactors  have 
been  those  students  at  Centenary  who 
have  received  choir  scholarships  made 
available  by  him  and  Mrs.  Sharp 


A  Message  From  Our  Lay  Leader 


‘‘Sit  Down  — 

You’re  Rocking  The  Boat” 

I  have  a  message  for  my  friend. 
Bill.  He  owns  a  big  boat,  but  because 
of  my  size,  he  tells  me  to  sit  down 
right  in  the  middle  so  I  will  not  unbal¬ 
ance  (rock)  the  boat. 

The  problem  is  that  when  I  sit  in  the 
middle,  I  cannot  get  my  fishing  line  in 


the  water  to  fish. 

Isn’t  this  sort  of  true  when  we  are 
fishers  of  men?  If  we  just  sit  in  the 
middle  —  we  do  not  witness  (fish).  So, 
Bill,  I  want  to  fish  for  men.  I  am  just 
going  to  rock  the  boat  by  getting 
closer  to  the  water.  Jesus  and  I  might 
catch  something. 

Hubert  Blanchard 
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««««*  Edit  or  ia  Is 

Bishop  Tutu  &  Christian  loyalty 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


South  African  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu 
raised  a  few  eyebrows  last  week  by  de¬ 
clining  to  join  nine  other  anti-apartheid 
religious  leaders  in  a  meeting  with  South 
African  President  P.  W.  Botha  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Those  who  criticized  his  decision  said 
the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  recipient  was 
needed  in  such  meetings.  A  White  House 
statement,  for  example,  said  that  ‘‘a  re¬ 
fusal  of  any  party  to  meet  and  negotiate 
only  worsens  the  prospects  for  under¬ 
standing  in  South  Africa." 

Under  other  circumstances  we  might 
agree  with  that  assessment.  What  the 
White  House  and  other  critics  apparently 
misunderstood  or  ignored,  however,  is 
the  primary  reason  Bishop  Tutu  gave  for 
his  decision:  Mr.  Botha’s  stipulation  that 
he  would  not  meet  the  bishop  unless  he 
renounced  the  use  of  civil  disobedience 
to  oppose  apartheid. 

Bishop  Tutu  has  made  clear  on  numer¬ 
ous  occasions  that  he  would  not  surren¬ 
der  his  freedom  to  engage  in  non-violent 
disobedience  of  any  law  he  believes  con¬ 
tradicts  the  law  of  God. 

We  believe  Bishop  Tutu  made  the  right 


decision.  Mr.  Botha  did  not  require  any 
of  the  other  religious  leaders  to  make 
such  a  freedom-surrendering  pledge.  To 
the  credit  of  the  mainline  church  leaders 
who  met  with  Mr.  Botha,  they  said  there 
would  have  been  no  meeting  if  the  same 
demand  were  made  of  them. 

For  Bishop  Tutu  to  have  agreed  ex¬ 
plicitly,  or  even  implicitly,  to  Mr. 
Botha’s  terms  would  have  been  the  same 
as  saying,  "I  agree  to  obey  human  law 
even  when  I  know  God’s  law  commands 
otherwise."  That  would  have  made  a 
mockery  of  his  identity  as  a  Christian 
leader  whose  primary  loyalty  always 
should  be  to  God. 

As  Christians,  we  should  expect  no 
other  Christian  to  sacrifice  the  right  to 
follow  the  will  of  God  when  it  conflicts 
with  human  law— not  even  for  the  sake 
of  preserving  a  superficial  "peace.” 

Rather  than  crying  "peace,  peace" 
when  there  is  no  peace,  we  should  honor 
the  requests  of  our  South  African  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  by  praying  that  they 
might  be  strong  and  obedient  to  God  un¬ 
der  the  extraordinary  difficult  circum¬ 
stances  they  are  facing. 
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Age  changes  prayer  perspective 
toward  more  concern  for  others 


Stance  preserves  needed  option 


Bishop  Tutu’s  refusal  to  meet  with 
South  African  President  P.  W.  Botha, 
even  for  reasons  of  conscience,  risked 
damage  to  his  image  as  a  peacemaker 
(see  preceding  editorial).  Some  likely 
will  try  to  make  him  a  scapegoat  if 
peaceful  negotiations  continue  to  fail. 

In  light  of  the  outcome  of  Mr.  Botha’s 
Aug.  19  meeting  with  the  other  mainline 
religious  leaders,  such  an  assessment  of 
Bishop  Tutu’s  refusal  to  join  them  would 
be  superficial  and  grossly  unfair. 

Mr.  Botha  showed  in  that  meeting  the 
same  obstinacy  and  refusal  to  yield  on 
any  significant  point  that  he  demonstrat¬ 
ed  in  his  Aug.  15  speech  when  he  warned 
his  opponents:"Don’t  push  us  too  far." 

It  is  difficult  to  know  what,  if  any¬ 
thing,  will  “soften  the  heart  of  pharaoh’’ 
before  more  violence  is  unleashed  in 
South  Africa.  Violence  should  never  be 
viewed  as  an  appropriate  tactic  for 


Christians. 

But  it  appears  increasingly  unlikely 
that  Bishop  Tutu  or  anyone  else  will  be 
able  to  change  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment’s  unbending  mindset  with  words 
alone. 

Bishop  Tutu  is  therefore  right  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  option  of  non-violent  civil  dis¬ 
obedience-one  way  by  which  Christians 
traditionally  have  challenged  unjust 
laws. 

As  fellow  Christians  we  should  encour¬ 
age  Bishop  Tutu  and  others  not  to  turn 
too  quickly  or  uncritically  to  that  option. 
History  shows  that  even  non-violent  in¬ 
tentions  and  actions  often  have  violent 
consequences. 

Mindful  of  that,  we  also  should  pray 
that  the  time  has  not  already  passed  in 
which  non-violent  civil  disobedience 
might  produce  needed  change  in  South 
Africa. 
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By  WILLIAM  L.  CROW 

Many  years  ago  I  attended  a  church- 
school  course  entitled  "Exploring  Pray¬ 
er.”  It  was  taught  by  an  insightful 
minister. 

Some  14  people  were  in  the  group  to 
which  I  was  as¬ 
signed.  They  ranged 
from  age  20  to  60. 

One  of  our  early 
projects  was  to  re¬ 
search  patterns  of 
prayer  to  be  found  in 
the  maturation  of  an 
individual.  The  worn-  WBBKk  41 
en  interviewed  men,  William  Crow 
and  the  men  interviewed  women. 

In  reviewing  my  notes  concerning  one 
man,  the  following  evolution  of  prayer 
was  revealed: 

At  5  years— "Now  I  lay  me  down  to 
sleep.  I  pray  the  Lord  to  give  me  the  big¬ 
gest,  the  best,  the  most  wonderful  pre¬ 
sent  on  the  Christmas  tree  at  the  party 
tomorrow  night.  Please,  please,  God.” 

At  10  years— “Oh  God,  my  friend  has  a 
new  bicycle.  He  thinks  he’s  so  smart. 

God,  give  me  a  new  scooter— a  fast  mo¬ 
tor,  a  horn  and  a  light,  a  banana  seat  and 
a  radio.  I’ll  show  him.  Please,  God.” 

At  16  years— “Please,  God,  don’t  let 

Here  I  Stand 


my  girlfriend  notice  what  a  poor  dancer 
I  am.  Please.  God.  I  know  I  should  have 
gone  to  dancing  lessons  like  Mama  said, 
but  I  didn’t.  Don't  punish  me  now.  Make 
my  girlfriend  like  me.  Please,  God. 
Please,  God.  Amen.” 

At  27  years— "Oh,  God,  I  want  this 
promotion.  It’s  my  turn,  and  I  deserve  it, 
I  really  do.  I’ve  worked  hard,  you  know 
that.  It’s  important,  Lord.  I’ve  got  to 
have  it.  Please,  God." 

At  38  years— “Oh,  God,  oh,  God,  I 
know  I’ve  been  foolish.  I  don’t  want  to 
lose  my  wife.  I  know  I’m  not  doing  well 
in  my  work.  I  know  it.  I  need  your  help. 
Help  me,  Lord,  to  do  better,  above  all, 
help  me  to  live  a  worthy  life  in  spite  of 
my  foolish  ways.  Help  me  to  see  the 
light.  Oh,  God,  help  me.  For  Jesus  sake, 
help  me.  Amen." 

At  48  years— “Thank  you  God,  for  a 
good  life,  for  being  so  kind  and  generous 
to  a  very  unworthy  man  as  I  am.  Help 
me  to  find  your  ways  in  everything  I  do. 
Oh,  God,  bless  us  all.” 

At  60  years— “Oh,  God,  my  dear  wife 
of  35  years  has  been  killed  in  a  train  ac¬ 
cident.  That  switch  was  pulled  in  error, 
but  it  derailed  the  train.  I  know  it  was 
horrible.  It  was  not  your  will  that  my 
wife  should  die  like  that,  but  the  care¬ 


lessness  of  a  man— somewhere,  some¬ 
how.  It  was  not  your  will,  but  it  is  your 
will  for  me  to  live  on  in  spite  of  such 
tragedy.  Help  me  Oh,  God,  be  merciful 
to  me,  a  sinner.  I  loved  my  wife  so.  Now 
I've  lost  her.  Be  my  strength.  Oh,  my 
God,  my  God,  help  me.  For  Jesus  sake. 
Amen." 

At  72  years— "Our  heavenly  Father,  I 
can’t  thank  you  enough  for  a  good,  fruit¬ 
ful  life,  in  spite  of  my  foolishness,  the 
sorrow  and  the  tragedy.  My  great-grand¬ 
children  are  coming  for  a  few  days.  In 
memory  of  my  dear  wife— and  I  miss 
her  so— help  me  to  appreciate  all  the  joy 
and  beautiful  life  that  will  be  around  me. 
Thank  you  for  your  generosity  and  love 
for  me  and  mine.  Thank  you,  God,  thank 
you  so  much.  For  Jesus  sake.  Amen.” 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  William  L. 
Crow,  is  a  member  of  St.  Andrews  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  San  Antonio.  Tex¬ 
as  (Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Worship  leaders  need  to  check  their  direction 


Embarrassing  ‘debate’  mutes  truth 


•  It  was  almost  enough  to  make  one  em¬ 
barrassed  to  be  called  a  Christian. 

There  was  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  on 
national  TV,  fresh  from  a  five-day  “fact¬ 
finding”  trip  to  South  Africa,  calling 
Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  a  “phony."  Mr. 
Falwell  has  concluded  that  Bishop  Tutu 
does  not  represent  all,  or  even  most, 
South  African  blacks. 

Then  there  was  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jack- 
son,  also  on  TV  and  responding  to  Mr. 
Falwell.  Mr.  Jackson  compared  South 
African  President  P  W.  Botha  to  Hitler 
and  implied  that  Mr.  Falwell  would  be  a 
Hitler^upporter. 

It  is  entirely  legitimate  for  Christians 
to  disagree  with  one  another.  But  the 
way  in  which  we  express  our  disagree¬ 
ments  should  promote  responsible 
thought  and  action.  A  five  minute  “de¬ 
bate”  on  national  television  is  scarcely 
conducive  to  thoughtful  point-making. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Name-calling  and  personal  attacks  also 
generally  fail  on  that  score. 

That  failure  was  especially  regretta¬ 
ble  in  this  instance.  It  would  be  tragic  if 
any  viewer  of  the  TV  "debate"  were  to 
equate  Mr.  Falwell’s  scurrilous  and  un¬ 
justifiable  attack  on  Bishop  Tutu  with 
the  truth.  It  would  be  equally  tragic  if 
people  could  not  see  beyond  Mr.  Jack¬ 
son’s  rhetoric  to  the  validity  of  his  indig¬ 
nation  at  apartheid’s  evil. 

The  Falwell-Jackson  debacle  should 
remind  us  as  Christians  of  the  biblical 
warning  that  "the  tongue  is  a  fire" 
(James  3:6).  Our  words  can  briDg  both 
blessing  and  curse.  As  Christ’s  followers, 
we  should  at  all  times  use  our  words  to 
seek  truth  rather  than  to  “make  points” 
at  someone  else’s  expense. 

When  we  engage  in  the  latter  activity, 
we  serve  only  the  cause  of  discrediting 
Christianity  and  its  adherents. 


By  DEAN  B.  MCINTYRE 

I  recently  attended  the  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
biannual  convocation  of  the  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music 
and  Other  Arts  (see  UMR,  Aug.  2).  I 
came  away  with  a  mixed  bag  of  feelings 
ranging  from  elation  to  disappointment. 

The  worship  was  inspiring  and  innova¬ 
tive.  There  were| 
very  meaningful  mo¬ 
ments,  as  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  renewal  of  | 
baptismal  vows. 

There  was  plain,  I 
enjoyable  fellowship.  | 

And  there  were  use¬ 
ful  and  enlightening  | 
classes  on  such  di-  Dean  McIntyre 
verse  topics  as  lectionary  preaching,  li¬ 
turgical  dance,  children’s  sermons,  etc. 

Despite  the  high  points  and  useful  in¬ 
formation  gained  from  attending,  I  came 
away  probably  more  disturbed  with  the 
fellowship  organization  than  satisfied 
with  its  current  efforts. 

Fellowship  is  elitist 

I  believe  the  fellowship  is  essentially 
an  elitist  organization.  It  is  mostly  made 
up  of  members  with  years  of  education 
and  training  to  be  clergy,  vocal  and  in¬ 
strumental  directors,  organists,  singers, 
worship  leaders,  etc.  It  is  certainly  not 
made  up  of  common,  average  United 
Methodists  who  fill  our  pews  (or  so  we 
hope!)  each  Sunday. 

This  basic  difference  between  the 
membership  of  the  fellowship  and  the 
larger  United  Methodist  Church  is  easily 
illustrated  in  some  of  the  things  I  wit¬ 


nessed  or  participated  in  at  the  Syracuse 
convocation. 

1.  Carlton  Young,  editor  for  the  new 
hymnal,  appealed  for  the  fellowship  to 
be  a  balancing  voice  to  the  “29  out  of  30 
pieces  of  mail"  the  committee  was  re¬ 
ceiving  admonishing  it  to  proceed  cau¬ 
tiously  in  revising  the  language  of  our 
hymns. 

The  first  question  I  see  is  “Should  the 
role  of  the  fellowship  be  one  of  opposing 
the  will  expressed  by  the  majority  of 
grass-roots  United  Methodists,  or  should 
it  be  one  of  implementing  and  reflecting 
it?” 

Why  spend  time,  money? 

Second,  if  the  editor  of  the  new  hym¬ 
nal  is  going  around  the  country  drum¬ 
ming  up  support  for  a  particular 
theological  or  philosophical  bent,  why 
are  we  spending  so  much  time  and  mon¬ 
ey  filling  out  and  tabulating  question¬ 
naires,  submitting  lists  of  favorite 
hymns  and  other  assorted  activities,  os¬ 
tensibly  to  be  used  by  the  committee  in 
putting  the  new  hymnal  together?  Does 
the  voice  of  the  majority  count  for  any¬ 
thing? 

2.  This  same  elitist  approach  was  evi¬ 
denced  as  it  related  to  musical  taste  and 
propriety.  One  clergywoman  actually 
apologized  for  having  the  assembled 
congregation  sing  “Let  the  lower  lights 
be  burning”  (Book  of  Hymns,  No.  148)  at 
the  conclusion  of  her  sermon. 

Paul  Oakley,  workshop  leader  for  the 
seminar  in  gospel  and  evangelical  mu¬ 
sic,  characterized  “How  great  Thou  art,” 
United  Methodism’s  favorite  hymn,  as 


having  an  "arrogant”  refrain.  Mr.  Oakly 
said  what  we  are  really  saying  when  we 
sing  it  is  “By  the  way,  God,  you’re  really 
wonderful . . .  just  peachy.” 

Mr.  Oakley  also  characterized  “The 
old  rugged  cross”  as  “idolatrous"  and 
the  music  of  Bill  and  Gloria  Gaither  as 
“country  music”  unworthy  of  being  sung 
in  worship  and  certainly  unworthy  of  in¬ 
clusion  in  the  new  hymnal. 

3. 1  personally  found  the  use  of  mime, 
dance,  clowning  and  choral  speech  to  be 
thought-provoking  and  challenging.  But  I 
can’t  think  of  a  single  congregation  I 
have  served,  small  or  large,  from  New 
York  to  Florida— Iowa,  Texas,  Califor¬ 
nia  and  Oregon  — that  would  accept 
these  arts  as  worshipful— entertaining 
perhaps,  but  not  worshipful. 

4. 1  found  much  of  what  went  on  at  the 
convocation  to  be  ritualistic,  formalistic, 
perhaps  even  sterile.  Most  of  the  preach¬ 
ing  was  on  the  intellectual  side  and 
called  for  no  response  and  asked  for  no 
life-altering  decision  on  the  part  of  the 
congregation. 

Instructed  not  to  applaud 

The  first  day  we  were  instructed  not 
to  applaud  but  rather  to  offer  a  properly 
dignified  “Amen”  if  we  felt  moved  by 
something  in  worship.  I  felt  as,  if  I  was 
part  of  a  script  with  the  end  result  al¬ 
ready  known  by  everyone  present  and 
with  no  possibility  for  spontaneity  or 
serendipity. 

Most  disturbing  of  all,  because  of  the 
stature  of  the  leadership,  the  planning 
committee  and  the  national  attendance, 
the  sense  I  got  was  “This  is  how  we  do  it, 


Peace  conference  speakers  prove  ‘disillusioning’ 


To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  layman,  I  write 
to  express  dismay  and  disillusionment 
over  statements  by  two  speakers  at  the 
recent  world  peace  conference  in  Lon¬ 
don  (see  UMR,  Aug.  9). 

The  Methodist  bishop  of  Brazil,  the 
Rev.  Paulo  Ayers  Mattos,  is  quoted  as 
follows:  "Western  nations  must  recog¬ 
nize  that  their  wealth  is  based  on  the  suf¬ 
fering  of  the  poor  nations,  exploitation  of 
the  South.  Conversion  for  affluent  societ¬ 
ies  means  to  renounce  affluence." 

Aside  from  being  factually  incorrect, 
statements  such  as  these  trivialize  the  is- 
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sues.  They  do  so  by  compressing  complex 
problems  and  arriving  at  simplistic, 
“blame-somebody-else"  solutions  not  sup¬ 
ported  by  objective,  credible  evidence. 

The  pity  of  it  all  is  that  such  state¬ 
ments  actually  hinder  rather  than  ad¬ 
vance  sensible  solutions. 

Comments  in  much  the  same  vein  are 
credited  to  Dr.  Haviland  Houston.  The 
world  needs  "mothering,”  she  is  reported 
as  stating,  adding  that  the  “church  as 
mother"  needs  to  "tell  the  boys  with  the 
nuclear  toys”  that  it’s  time  to  come  in¬ 
side  until  they  learn  to  get  along. 

While  any  attempt  to  inject  humor 
into  such  a  serious  subject  as  nuclear 
disarmament  is  to  be  applauded,  it  is  not 
the  attempt  at  humor  but  the  thrust  of 
Dr.  Houston's  remarks  that  causes  disap¬ 
pointment. 

Despite  Bishop  Mattos'  and  Dr.  Hous¬ 
ton’s  political  beliefs,  no  one  can  serious¬ 
ly  claim  that  President  Reagan, 
Secretary  Shultz  or  any  of  the  U.S.  arms 
negotiators  take  so  lightly  their  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  nuclear  disarmament. 

It  is  no  laughing  matter  for  them  nor  is 
the  frustrating,  laborious,  time-consuming 
process  of  creating  a  valid,  verifiable 
agreement  with  a  nation  that  has  few 
equals  in  the  world  for  violations  both  of 
human  rights  and  of  solemn  treaties. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  leaders  of  many 
nations  do  not  share  the  sense  of  values 
that  are  United  States  ideals.  Events 
leading  up  to  World  War  II  taught  the 
world  lessons  about  the  price  to  be  paid 
for  unilateral  disarmament  and  Cham- 
berlainesqe  innocence  in  foreign  affairs. 

Surely  later  events  have  added  to  the 
knowledge  that  slogans  and  good  inten¬ 
tions  alone  cannot  secure  peace. 

The  road  to  peace  and  social  justice  is 
long  and  arduous.  It  is  not  made  easier  by 
holding  out  the  hope  of  simple  shortcuts. 

Murray  C.  Fincher 
■*>  Mandeville,  Louisiana 

Why  so  much  gloom? 

To  the  Editor: 

Stephen  Swecker’s  Aug.  9  article  head¬ 
lined,  “World  Peace:  Global  Methodist 
conference  considers  . .  peacemaking” 
quoted  Dr.  Frank  Bamaby  saying  there 
is  “a  great  risk  we  won’t  reach  the  year 
2000”  if  the  nuclear  arms  race  continues. 

Why  does  the  doctor,  and  others  who 
agree  with  him,  predict  such  false 
gloom?  Have  they  not  read,  or  do  they 
not  believe  God's  word? 

God  has  revealed  that  Jesus  will  not  re¬ 
turn  to  a  dead  planet.  Every  knee  will  bow 
and  every  tongue  (of  live  people)  will  con¬ 


fess  Jesus  is  God  at  His  coming  again. 

God  has  revealed  that  mankind  will  be 
in  the  midst  of  wiping  mankind  off  the 
face  of  the  earth.  But  it  will  not  happen. 

I  totally  agree  that  within  the  limits  of 
the  laws  under  which  we  live,  we  must 
advance  the  cause  of  peace.  I  agree  with 
Dr.  Bamaby  that  time  is  short.  Satan  is 
aware  his  time  is  short  and  is  stealing  all 
he  can,  killing  all  he  can  and  destroying 
all  (morals,  ethics,  families,  love,  peace, 
life,  etc.)  he  can. 

We  are  told  and  have  seen  for  our¬ 
selves  the  truth  that  young  people  are 
truly  afraid  they  will  not  grow  up  to 
have  children  of  their  own  because  of  the 
nuclear  war  threat. 

Unfortunately  the  church  has  added  to 
this  fear  by  using  the  young  in  demon¬ 
strations  and  by  its  teaching  of  them.  It 
has  neglected  to  remind  them  that  Jesus 
“casts  out  all  fear.” 

Yes,  we  have  a  social  responsibility, 
but  we  must  never  lose  sight  (especially 
if  time  is  short)  that  each  person  must 
have  already  confessed  Jesus  before  He 
comes.  For  those  who  don’t,  it  will  be  too 
late.  We  have  been  told  (commanded)  to 
"make  disciples." 

Arthur  A.  Reed 
Galena,  Ohio 

Article  revives  memories 

To  the  Editor: 

John  Lovelace’s  recent  articles  on 
Lake  Chautauqua,  N.Y.,  brought  vividly 
to  mind  several  visits  to  this  lovely  spot 
when  we  were  living  in  the  East  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  9). 

Thank  you  for  Mr.  Lovelace’s  recoun- 
tal  of  what  this  historic  summer  center 
offers  in  the  way  of  culture  and  religious 
uplift  even  today. 

Raymond  M.  Veh 
Thiensville,  Wisconsin 

Right  words  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord!  The  Rev.  Louis  Cor¬ 
rea  of  the  Colombia  Methodist  Church 
has  finally  said  the  right  words  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  2). 

In  referring  to  the  work  promoted  by 
the  board— which  deals  with  social  ef¬ 
forts,  economic  and  political  questions 
and  problems  of  church  connections— he 
says,  “That  just  isn’t  relative  to  us." 

There  is  no  question  that  these  issues 
are  important  and  must  be  dealt  with 
but  not  at  the  exclusion  of  evangelism 
and  church  growth. 

I  am  disappointed  with  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  with  the  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries  in  their  efforts  to  block 
and  subvert  the  work  of  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  have  always  been  a  strong  supporter 
of  the  mission  programs  of  our  church. 
At  present,  the  church  I  serve  is  support¬ 
ing  salaries  for  four  missionaries. 

We  plan  to  continue  to  do  so,  but  it  is 
becoming  more  difficult  all  the  time  be¬ 
cause  of  the  Global  Ministries  actions. 

I  wish  the  Council  of  Bishops  had  sup¬ 
ported  the  intention  of  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  in  wanting  to  cooperate  with  the 
Mission  Society.  It  is  much  better  to  work 
together  than  to  split  forces  and  make  oth¬ 
ers  choose  who  they  will  support. 

Jesus  said  to  His  disciples  when  they 
forbid  a  man  to  heal  in  the  name  of  Je¬ 
sus,  because  he  was  not  one  of  them,  “Do 
not  forbid  him;  for  he  that  is  not  against 
you  is  for  you.” 

I  do  hope  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  listen  to  the  local  church  and  to  the 
areas  of  the  world  requesting  missionary 
help  and  support. 

Harold  W.  Dellit 
Fort  Dodge,  Iowa 

Turf  fight  not  pretty 

To  the  Editor: 

The  attitude  of  our  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  our  bishops  re¬ 


garding  the  new  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists  seems  amazingly  pa¬ 
rochial  and  narrow. 

Essentially  what  they  are  saying  to  us, 
to  the  churches  overseas  and  to  the  world 
is  that  they  are  more  jealous  to  protect 
their  own  turf  than  they  are  zealous  to 
promote  the  Gospel.  What  a  petty  picture. 

George  Anderson 
Mitchellville,  Maryland 

Board  makes  sense 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  It  has  at  least  one  agency,  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions,  that  speaks 
intelligently  (see  UMR,  July  26). 

U.S.  companies  in  South  Africa  adher¬ 
ing  to  the  Sullivan  Principles  are  a  posi¬ 
tive  force  in  South  Africa  and  do  more 
for  the  blacks  than  those  who  decry  the 
evils  of  apartheid  but  do  nothing  more 
than  talk. 

I  suggest  that  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  clear  all  public  statements 
through  the  Board  of  Pensions. 

That  might  reduce  the  laity’s  embar¬ 
rassment  from  public  statements  and 
stands  taken  by  the  bishops,  agencies  and 
boards  of  the  church  and  somewhat  dimin¬ 
ish  the  rate  of  decline  in  membership. 

Dwight  Geiger 
Mission,  Kansas 
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and  this  is  how  you  should  be  doing  it  in  , 
your  church.” 

I  believe  the  fellowship  is  grossly  out 
of  step  with  our  church  membership  at  „ 
large.  It  has  become  just  one  more  na¬ 
tional  church  agency  (part  of  the  section 
on  worship  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis-  . 
cipleship)  that  is  largely  unrepresenta¬ 
tive  of,  and  hostile  to,  local  United 
Methodists. 

Who  does  it  serve? 

It  quite  possibly  serves  the  needs  of 
clergy,  musicians  and  worship  leaders  . 
who  are  quite  far  removed  from  the 
mainstream  of  our  membership.  But  in  . 
no  way  can  it  claim  to  serve  the  needs  of 
local  churches. 

At  a  time  when  our  church  so  desper¬ 
ately  needs  to  reverse  its  membership 
trends  through  spiritual  revitalization, 
evangelistic  zeal  and,  as  Paul  Oakley 
said  at  Syracuse,  making  the  “old,  old 
story”  become  “my  story,"  the  fellow¬ 
ship  needs  to  take  a  long,  hard  look  at 
where  it  is  now  and  where  it  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  lead  the  church  in  the  future. 

If  the  fellowship’s  self-proclaimed 
“maturity  of  purpose”  contributes  to 
further  membership  losses  and  alien¬ 
ation  of  grass-roots  members,  it  should  • 
be  terminated. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  Dean  McIntyre,  is  the  music 
director  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Clovis,  N.M.  (New  Mexico  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  , 
" Here  1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  , 
75266-0275. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  200  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Atascocita  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Humble,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference)  and  125 
member-families  of  the  Holy  Covenant 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Katy,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Humble  and 
Katy  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative  and  that  you  will 
join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 
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By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Even  though  total  membership  has 
been  dropping  each  year  since  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  beginning,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  steadily  at¬ 
tracting  members. 

Those  additions,  in  fact,  have  outpaced 
total  membership  losses  from  three  of 
four  causes  each  year  since  1976.  The 
one  exception  is  losses  by  death. 

An  analysis  of  membership  reports  to 
the  General  Council  of  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  shows  that: 

•The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  attracting  an  increasing  number  of 
members  on  transfer  from  other  denom¬ 
inations.  The  net  gain  of  transfers  in  as 
compared  with  United  Methodists  trans¬ 
ferring  out  to  other  denominations  has 
grown  from  5,079  in  1973,  the  first  year 
this  membership  category  was  tabulat¬ 
ed,  to  around  20,000  each  year  between 
1980  and  1983,  the  last  year  for  which 
complete  figures  are  available. 

•The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  adding  more  new  members  by  con¬ 
fession  of  faith  since  1976  than  it  has 
been  subtracting  inactive  members  by 
local  charge-conference  action.  The  dif¬ 
ference  has  accounted  for  a  net  gain 
each  year  between  3,600  in  1978  and 
24,000  in  1982.  That  includes  members 
from  confirmation  classes. 

•  The  United  Methodist  Church  has  re 
ported  each  year  since  1973  a  net  gain  of 
at  least  20,000  members  on  transfers 
from  one  local  United  Methodist  church 
to  another.  Membership  officials  attri¬ 
bute  this  “paper  gain”— admittedly  a 
statistical  impossibility  — to  former 
United  Methodists  returning  after  a  peri¬ 
od  of  inactivity.  Usually  these  “trans¬ 
fers"  had  been  removed  from 
denominational  totals  by  local  charge- 
conference  actions. 

Different  conclusions  drawn 

Observers  interpret  these  findings  dif¬ 
ferently. 

The  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  research  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  said  statistics  did 
not  support  critics  who  attributed  losses 
to  large  numbers  of  United  Methodists 
joining  other  denominations.  “The  great¬ 
er  membership  flow  is  toward  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  not  away  from 
it,”  he  said. 

Confession  of  faith  &  removal 
rates  per  1,000  for  1983 

Jurisdiction  confess  remove 

North  Central  27  27.9 

Northeastern  23.6  21.6 

South  Central  18.9  16.6 

Southeastern  17  J  13.6 

Western  34.3  42.6 

UMC  totals  22.2  20.7 

Source:  Generol  Board  of  Discipleship 

Book  gives  statistics 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— A  book  prepared  by 
the  United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries  gives  a  detailed  statistical 
picture  of  local-church  membership  by 
denomination  in  each  U.S.  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

“The  Handbook  on  Population  and 
Membership  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church”  comes  in  editions  for  each  annu¬ 
al  conference.  The  book  gives  a  county- 
by-county  breakdown  of  church 
membership  for  each  denomination. 


Bishnn  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area),  head  of  a  special  denominational 
committee  spearheading  membership 
growth,  said,  “I  think  it’s  quite  true  that 
our  churches  are  attracting  bewildered, 
disenchanted  Christians  from  both  the 
left  and  the  right. 

"Those  who  have  been  divorced,  those 
who  are  guilt-ridden  or  confused  by  (bib¬ 
lical)  inerrancy  have  been  drawn  by  the 
openness  and  warmth  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  concern  for 
people  and  their  needs.” 

But  the  Rev.  Lyle  Schaller,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  congregational- 
growth  consultant  with  the  Yokefellow 
Institute  in  Richmond,  Ind.,  disagrees. 

He  said  his  work  with  4,500  churches 
in  42  denominations  over  the  last  25 
years  made  him  think  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  losing  more  members 
to  other  denominations  than  its  statistics 
showed. 

“My  impression  is  that  a  lot  of  people 
are  carried  on  (membership)  rolls  but 
are  members  someplace  else,"  Mr. 
Schaller  said.  "I  have  encountered  a 
number  of  former  Methodists  now  at 
other  churches  that  didn’t  accept  letters 
of  transfer.” 

Consequently,  he  said,  these  people 
continue  to  be  carried  as  members  of 
United  Methodist  churches  because  those 
churches  were  never  notified  that  the 
members  had  made  a  membership 
change. 

Local  charge-conference  action  would 
be  necessary  to  remove  the  former 
members.  That  action  would  not  show  up 
in  the  transfer  category,  Mr.  Schaller 
noted. 

“I  think  we  are  losing  more  to  other 
denominations  than  we  are  gaining,” 
said  Mr.  Schaller,  author  of  numerous 
books  on  how  to  run  local  churches. 

Deaths  sap  membership 

Mr.  Schaller  called  the  death  statistic 
the  strongest  single  factor  in  the  United 
Methodist  decline. 

"We  are  growing  old,  and  replace¬ 
ments  are  not  coming  in  in  equal  num¬ 
bers,”  he  said. 

Between  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  formation  in  1968  and  1983,  to¬ 
tal  membership  fell  by  1.6  million.  Death 
claimed  1.9  million  members. 

The  combined  death  rate  per  1,000 
members  for  the  Methodist  and  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  churches  has  ris¬ 
en  from  9.95  in  the  1957-60  quadrennium, 
the  most  rapid  growth  period  in  recent 
history,  to  13  in  1983.  That’s  the  highest 
death  rate  ever  recorded  among  United 
Methodists,  Dr.  Hartman  said. 

Further,  total  membership  activity- 
losses  and  gains— reached  its  lowest 
point  in  40  years  during  1983,  Dr.  Hart¬ 
man  pointed  out.  The  947,341  “member¬ 
ship  transactions”  was  one-third  less 
than  the  average  1.48  million  recorded 
each  year  between  1957  and  1960. 

“I’m  not  sure  what  this  considerable 
decline  means,”  Dr.  Hartman  said.  “It 
could  mean  we’re  not  as  concerned 
about  bringing  new  people  in  or  remov¬ 
ing  people  from  the  rolls. 

“All  I  can  say  is  there  is  not  as  much 
activity.  Just  as  an  efficient  business  sit¬ 
uation  improves  through  more  sales,  you 
have  to  have  more  transactions  to  show 
gains." 

More  outreach  needed 

Dr.  Hartman’s  boss,  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones,  agreed  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  must  more  actively  reach  out  to  peo¬ 
ple  for  Christ  and  the  church. 


‘You  can’t  change  the  death  rate,” 
said  Dr.  Jones,  chief  executive  at  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  “So  you 
have  to  work  at  what  (membership  cate 
gories)  you  can  change. 

“We  need  more  outreach,  and  once  we 
add  new  members  on  profession  of  faith, 
we  need  to  love  and  nurture  those  people 
so  that  the  church  continues  to  be  impor¬ 
tant  in  their  lives.” 

Congregations  should  give  equal  atten¬ 
tion  to  restoring  inactive  members,  said 
Dr.  Jones,  a  member  of  Bishop  Wilke’s 
membership-growth  committee. 

“People  removed  by  charge-confer¬ 
ence  action  are  really  lost  several  years 
earlier  through  inactivity,"  he  said. 
“That  means  we  have  not  adequately 


their  lives. 

“We  (United  Methodist  churches)  have 
become  so  much  a  part  of  (modem)  cul¬ 
ture  that  people  don’t  miss  being  in 
church,”  said  the  emeritus  professor  of 
sociology  and  religion.  "Most  dropouts 
report  a  blandness  in  the  church.” 

Dr.  Hartman  said  dropouts  fit  into  five 
general  categories: 

•About  20  percent  disappear.  The 
church  loses  all  track  of  the  person. 

•  About  20  percent  remain  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  attend  no  church. 

•  About  20  percent  join  another  church 
in  the  community. 

•About  20  percent  move  to  another 
communitv  but  join  no  church 


Additions  by  confession  of  faith  &  removals  by  charge  conference 


Denominational  figures  show  a 
net  gain  (shaded  area)  of  new 
members  received  by  confession 
of  faith  over  inactive  members 
removed  by  charge-conference 
action  starting  in  1976 


—  —  —  —  Removed  by  charge  conference 
Received  on  confession  of  foith 
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nurtured  them  in  the  faith.”  •  About  20  percent  move  to  another 

The  Rev.  Earl  D.  C.  Brewer,  director  community  and  join  a  church  other  than 
of  the  Center  for  Religious  Research  at  United  Methodist. 

Candler  School  of  Theology,  said  people  "Of  those  who  remain  in  the  communi- 
drop  out  of  a  congregation  when  worship  ty,  the  20  percent  who  attend  no  church 

no  longer  fills  a  distinctive  purpose  in  have  the  potential  for  being  reclaimed," 

- — — —  Dr.  Hartman  said.  “The  20  percent  who 

n^Hth  rate  ner  1  OOO  move  and  don’f  join  a  church  make  up 

P  ’  #>  another  group  for  potential  membership, 

for  1983  by  jurisdiction  Better  follow-up  from  the  sending 

North  Central . .. . 13.6  church  might  help  us  reclaim  these  po- 

Northeastern . 13.2  tential  meml>ers.” 

SoutbCentral . 12.5  Mr  Schaller  said  Gallup  polls  show 

Southeastern . 12.5  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  the 

Western . 13.5  highest  percentage  among  mainline 

UMC . 13  Protestants  of  “unchurched”  members. 

c  _  .  _  That  means  they  attend  worship  services 

_ _  no  more  than  two  times  a  year. 
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Gains  from  other  denominations  &  losses  to  other  denominations 
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The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
received  more  members  (shaded 
area)  than  it  has  lost  to  other  de¬ 
nominations  since  1973. 
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Transfers  between  local  United 
Methodist  churches  add  a  net 
“paper  gain”  (shaded  area)  of  at 
least  20,000  a  year. 

Received  on  tronsfer  from  other 
UMCs 

—  —  'Removed  by  transfer  to  other  UMCs 
REPORTER  GRAPHS  BY  JOE  DEFAZIO 


Old  days: 


‘Golden  years’  of  congregational  development 
establish  false  benchmark  for  current  growth 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodists  often  recall  the 
1950s  and  early  1960s  as  the  golden  years 
of  membership  growth. 

Following  World  War  II,  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  and  other  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  all  recorded  steady  mem¬ 
bership  increases.  But  church  sociolo¬ 
gists  have  judged  that  period  as  a  time 
of  numerical  growth  without  corre¬ 
sponding  spiritual  revival. 

Consequently,  some  analysts  of 
growth  trends  generally  consider  the  pe¬ 
riod  a  false  benchmark. 

Superficiality  noted 

“It  is  true  that  in  the  1950s  we  had  a 
lot  of  superficiality,”  said  Bishop  Rich¬ 
ard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area).  “It  is  true 
that  today  one  price  we  are  paying  (in 
membership  development)  is  related  to 
that  superficiality. 

"We  went  to  people’s  homes  and  had 
them  sign  membership  cards.  Then  they 
never  showed  up  in  church,  and  we  never 
called  back.  But  we  had  more  numbers 
on  our  rolls.” 

As  a  result,  said  the  bishop  who  heads 
a  special  United  Methodist  committee 
studying  membership  growth,  many  pas¬ 
tors  now  say  that  numbers  aren’t  impor¬ 
tant. 

“That  hurts  us  in  two  ways:  in  the  sta¬ 
tistics  and  in  the  psychology  of  having 
experienced  that  superficiality,”  Bishop 
Wilke  said. 

The  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  research  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  said  he  thinks  re¬ 
jection  of  “the  numbers  game"  prompt¬ 
ed  churches  to  curtail  outreach 
programs  during  the  late  1960s  and 
1970s. 

“I  think  it’s  time  we  redefined  the  way 
we  use  numbers,”  Dr.  Hartman  said. 


"We  should  look  at  numbers  as  a  way  of 
measuring  our  whole  level  of  effective¬ 
ness  and  faithfulness  as  makers  of  disci¬ 
ples.  ” 

But  the  Rev.  Lyle  Schaller,  a  United 
Methodist  and  author  of  numerous  books 
on  how  to  run  local  churches,  disagrees. 

“I  think  growth  in  the  1950s  reflects 
what  was  the  priority  of  the  church  at 
that  time,”  said  the  United  Methodist 
minister.  “We  placed  a  pretty  high  prior¬ 
ity  on  evangelism  and  church  develop¬ 
ment  then. 

"Later,  our  priorities  changed.  But  in 
each  decade,  we  generally  get  what  we 
seek.” 

Growth  peaks  in  ‘65 

Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  churches  experienced  their 
highest  membership  growth  before  their 
union  in  1968.  Membership  of  the  two  de- 
nominations  reached  its  peak  of 
11,024,253  in  1965. 

The  two  predecessor  churches  added 
members  at  the  highest  rate  between 
1957  and  1960.  Growth  averaged  1.3  per¬ 
cent— or  125,000  members— a  year. 

"There  was  a  general  piety  during 
that  time,”  said  the  Rev.  Earl  D.  C. 
Brewer,  director  of  the  Center  for  Reli¬ 
gious  Research  at  Candler  School  of  The¬ 
ology.  “But  I  don’t  think  there  was  any 
great  spiritual  revival." 

The  economy  was  booming,  and  the 
suburbs  were  growing,  the  emeritus  pro¬ 
fessor  of  sociology  and  religion  said. 
Parents  of  the  post-war  baby-boom  gen¬ 
eration  began  joining  churches  so  their 
children  could  receive  religious  training. 

“Church  membership  was  part  of  the 
conventional  thing  to  do,”  Dr.  Brewer 
said. 

Consequently,  modern  culture  invaded 
the  church,  he  said.  That  was  unlike  a  re¬ 
vival  in  which  spirituality  spreads 


through  the  culture. 

During  the  1960s,  the  children  of  the 
1950s  began  rebelling  against  the  con¬ 
ventions  and  lifestyles  of  their  parents, 
Dr.  Brewer  said.  The  teen-agers  began 
pulling  away  from  the  church.  Many 
have  not  returned. 

Members  called  ‘fragile’ 

The  Rev.  Roy  Oswald  of  the  Alban  In¬ 
stitute,  a  non-denominational  church  re¬ 
search  and  consulting  organization  in 
Washington,  termed  many  who  became 
church  members  during  the  1950s  “frag¬ 
ile  Christians." 

“They  needed  to  be  fed  on  the  milk  of 
Christian  faith,”  said  the  Lutheran  min¬ 
ister.  “They  were  not  ready  for  the  meat 
that  was  offered  to  them  and  that  needed 
to  be  chewed,  especially  major  social  is¬ 
sues.” 

Those  issues  included  civil  rights  and 
the  Vietnam  War,  Mr.  Oswald  said. 

"Most  mainline  denominations  experi¬ 
enced  a  negative  impact  from  involve¬ 
ment  in  social  issues,"  he  said.  “The 
clergy  had  enormous  credibility  before 


that  time.  They  were  counted  on  as  sta¬ 
ble. 

"Then  church  members  saw  them 
demonstrating  in  Salem  (Ala.)  and 
breaking  the  law.  Sermons  began  hitting 
on  social  issues  like  integration.” 

During  the  Vietnam  War  years,  main¬ 
line  pastors  usually  expressed  tremen¬ 
dous  ambivalence  about  U.S. 
involvement,  Mr.  Oswald  said. 

"Many  people  were  not  ready  for 
that,"  he  said.  "Some  were  so  shaken 
that  they  left  and  have  not  come  back- 
even  today." 

United  Methodists  were  not  alone  in 
losing  members,  he  said.  Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians,  Lutherans,  American 
Baptists,  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
all  experienced  declines. 

But  churches  that  continued  an  “evan¬ 
gelical”  emphasis  and  whose  clergy 
were  not  as  involved  in  social  issues  did 
not  see  major  losses,  he  said.  Those 
churches  include  Southern  Baptists,  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  and  Church  of  God 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


1 984  vote  could  cost  members 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
The  1984  General  Conference  may 
have  taken  contradictory  actions  relat¬ 
ing  to  denominational  growth. 

At  least  that’s  the  implication  of  one 
church  researcher’s  observation. 

“Every  time  you  have  a  merger  or  a 
hymnbook  change,  you  see  a  lessening  of 
denominational  loyalty,"  said  the  Rev. 
Roy  Oswald,  director  of  training  and  field 
studies  for  the  non-denominational  Alban 
Institute  in  Washington.  "People  don’t  feel 
they  belong  to  that  new  church." 

The  diminished  identification  generally 
contributes  to  later  membership  losses. 


Methodists  join  meeting  with  President  Botha 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa- 
South  African  Methodist  leaders  partici¬ 
pated  with  leaders  of  other  denominations 
Aug.  19  in  a  meeting  with  President  P.  W. 
Botha  and  senior  members  of  his  cabinet. 

The  church  and  government  officials 
met  to  discuss  ongoing  unrest  in  the 
country  and  the  state  of  emergency  de¬ 
clared  last  month. 

The  president  and  the  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa 
were  among  nine  mainline  church  lead¬ 
ers  who  met  with  Mr.  Botha  in  the  face 
of  escalating  violence.  Both  the  Rev.  Pe¬ 
ter  Storey,  the  Methodist  president,  and 
the  Rev.  M.  S.  Mogoba,  the  church’s  sec- 
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retary,  were  quoted  prominently  in  vari¬ 
ous  news  account  of  the  meeting. 

In  a  news  conference  after  the  Aug.  19 
meeting,  Mr.  Storey,  who  is  white,  was 
quoted  as  saying  that  the  church  leaders 
had  attempted  to  impress  on  Mr.  Botha 
the  “desperate  need  at  this  time  for  dra¬ 
matic  action." 

‘Two  South  Africas’  described  * 

The  Methodist  leader  said  there  are 
“two  South  Africas,  and  there  are  two 
clocks  running  in  South  Africa,  the  one 
at  five  minutes  past  midnight  and  the 
other  at  not  long  before." 

"We  were  trying  to  represent  those  for 
whom  midnight  has  already  struck,”  Mr. 
Storey  said,  “. . .  the  South  Africa  where 
hopelessness  and  despair  have  given  way 
to  rage." 

In  a  telephone  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter,  Mr.  Storey  said  that  Mr.  Botha 
was  in  a  “combative  mood."  Mr.  Storey 
said  he  did  not  leave  the  meeting  with 
much  hope  for  change. 

However,  he  said,  the  meeting  was  “an 
opportunity  to  confront  the  president 
face  to  face  with  the  cries  of  the  people 
in  the  country.” 

“I  hope  we  planted  some  seeds  to  get 
him  in  touch  with  reality,"  Mr.  Storey  said, 
“but  the  ground  seemed  very  barren.  " 

Three  other  delegations  of  religious 
leaders  met  with  Mr.  Botha  on  the  same 
day  as  the  group  led  by  Anglican  Arch¬ 
bishop  Philip  Russell  and  including  Mr. 
Storey.  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner  Bishop 
Desmond  Tutu  had  decided  not  to  join 
the  delegation. 

The  first  delegation  to  see  Mr.  Botha 
was  headed  by  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell, 
the  Baptist  clergyman  from  Virginia 
who  heads  the  Moral  Majority  move¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Falwell  was  in  South  Africa 
leading  a  15-person  fact-finding  commis¬ 
sion  from  his  organization. 

Another  delegation  represented  con¬ 
servative  African  independent  churches. 

The  last  delegation  was  from  the 
large,  influential,  pro-apartheid  Neder- 
duitse  Gereformeerde  Kerk,  the  major 
white  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  Falwell,  after  his  meeting,  told 
the  reporters  he  was  glad  to  come  to  the 


conclusion  that  the  policy  of  the  South 
African  government  was  no  longer 
apartheid  but  reform. 

‘Not  gone  far  enough’ 

Mr.  Falwell  said  that  President  Botha 
had  not  gone  far  enough  in  a  recent 
speech  in  which  the  president  warned 
other  nations  not  to  try  to  pressure  South 
Africa.  Mr.  Falwell  said  he  believed 
South  Africa  should  change  faster  with¬ 
out  “committing  suicide.” 

Mr.  Falwell,  estimating  he  could 
reach  60-to-70-million  "born-again”  U.S. 
Christians,  said  his  aim  is  to  get  the 


American  public  involved  in  a  saturation 
letter-writing  and  telephoning  campaign 
to  head  ott  moves  in  the  U.S.  Congress  to 
remove  U.S.  investments  from  South  Af¬ 
rica.  That  matter  is  scheduled  to  be  vot¬ 
ed  on  Sept.  3. 

"We  will  make  a  reinvestment  appeal 
to  the  U.S.  public,”  Mr.  Falwell  said. 
"We  will  ask  them  to  buy  more  Kruger¬ 
rands  (South  African  coins).  We  will  ask 
them  to  buy  stock  in  companies  invest¬ 
ing  in  South  Africa.  We  will  ask  them  to 
get  involved  in  South  Africa.” 

Mr.  Storey  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
questions  the  grasp  Mr  Falwell  has  on 
reality  in  his  own  country,  therefore,  I 
have  trouble  giving  much  credibility  to 
his  grasp  of  reality  in  this  country." 

Three  weeks  before  President  Botha's 
meetings  with  the  religious  groups.  Bish¬ 
op  Tutu  offered  to  talk  directly  to  Mr. 
Botha  in  a  private  meeting  between  the 


two.  He  said  it  was  a  desperate  attempt 
to  “defuse  the  explosive  situation  in  the 
country."  However,  Mr.  Botha  rejected 
the  offer. 

The  president  also  stressed  that  he 
would  not  talk  to  black  leaders  or  church 
leaders  unless  they  condemned  violence 
and  civil  disobedience  as  strategies.  Ob¬ 
servers  sp**culated  that  the  president 
knew  Bishop  Tutu  would  not  do  that  be¬ 
cause  he  is  committed  to  keeping  civil 
disobedience  as  an  option. 

However.  Mr.  Storey  told  the  Reporter 
that  those  in  his  delegation  were  not 
asked  by  the  president  to  renounce  civil 
disobedience.  If  they  had  been,  he  said, 
"there  would  have  been  no  meeting.” 

This  story  was  compiled  by  Associate 
Editor  Stephen  L.  Swecker.  Hennie  Ser- 
fontein  of  Religious  News  Service  and 
Robert  Lear  of  United  Methodist  News 
Service  contributed  to  the  report. 


said  Mr.  Oswald,  a  Lutheran  minister. 

The  1984  General  Conference,  United 
Methodists’  highest  legislative  body, 
named  a  committee  to  study  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  new  hymnal  by  1990. 

The  conference  also  appointed  a  spe¬ 
cial  committee  to  work  on  increasing 
United  Methodist  membership  to  20  mil¬ 
lion  by  1992. 

The  Methodist  Church  last  introduced 
a  new  hymnal  in  1966.  The  Methodist  and 
the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
churches  merged  in  1968,  and  what  was 
then  known  as  The  Methodist  Hymnal 
was  adopted  as  the  official  hymnal  for 
the  new  denomination.  (Later  it  was  re¬ 
named  The  Book  of  Hymns.) 

Combined  membership  in  the  two  de¬ 
nominations  reached  its  peak  in  1965. 
The  total  has  been  falling  ever  since. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


New  Y  ork  UM  delegation  wants 
‘engagement’  policy  chief  fired 


South  African  President  P.  W.  Botha 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— After  13  days  in  South 
Africa,  a  United  Methodist  superinten¬ 
dent  has  called  for  the  resignation  of 
Chester  Crocker,  architect  of  the  Reagan 
administration’s  policy  of  "constructive 
engagement"  in  that  nation. 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  Metropolitan  New  York 
churches,  said,  "With  South  Africa’s  ex¬ 
periencing  the  worst  turmoil  in  its  histo¬ 
ry,  Mr.  Crocker's  destructive,  demonic 
policy  puts  a  muzzle  on  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  when  we  should  be  leading  the  in¬ 
ternational  community  in  condemning 
and  dismantling  the  repugnant  racist 
policy  of  apartheid.  ” 

Mr.  Crocker  is  assistant  secretary  of 
state  for  African  affairs. 

Mr.  Day  was  one  of  seven  members  of 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference  who  vis¬ 
ited  South  Africa  Aug.  3-16.  The  group 
consisted  of  four  whites  and  three  blacks. 

"If  white  South  Africans  were  dying  at 
the  rate  that  blacks  are,  the  State  De¬ 
partment  would  drop  constructive  en¬ 


gagement  in  favor  of  something  more 
effective,”  Mr  Day  said. 

The  Rev.  Linda  Thomas,  co-pastor  of 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
White  Plains,  N.Y.,  said  blacks  and  so- 
called  coloreds  (mixed-race  people)  she 
talked  to  about  church  people  and  others 
withdrawing  their  investments  from  com¬ 
panies  doing  business  in  South  Africa  said 
they  “would  be  willing  to  tighten  their 
belts  and  suffer  so  their  children  won’t  ex¬ 
perience  the  inhumanity  and  degradation 
of  not  being  treated  as  human  beings.  " 

A  South  African  Methodist  pastor 
asked  the  New  Yorkers  to  tell  U.S.  Chris¬ 
tians  to  learn  more  about  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  situation,  to  deepen  their  spirituality 
since  “prayer  is  the  key  to  resolving  the 
South  African  situation"  and  to  try  to 
persuade  President  Reagan  to  exert 
pressure  to  remove  the  state  of  emer¬ 
gency  imposed  last  month  by  South  Afri¬ 
can  President  P.  W.  Botha. 

The  pastor  also  suggested  an  exchange 
program  for  black  ministers  of  South  Af¬ 
rica  and  the  United  States. 


First  United  Methodist 
Midland,  TX 
Dr.  Charles  Lutrick 

Country  Club  United  Methodist 
Kansas  City’,  MO 
Rev.  C.  Bryan  Gilbreath 

First  United  Methodist 
Conroe,  TX 
Dr.  Lamar  E.  Smith 

Messiah  United  Methodist 
Plymouth,  MX 
Stan  Hanks 

Polk  Street  United  Methodist 
Amarillo,  TX 
Dr.  Clifford  Trotter 

AND  OTHERS... 

Thank  you  for  choosing 
The  Rogers  Company  and  our 

STEWARDSHIP  FJV’RKHMEYT 

program  to  raise  your  needed 
capital  funds. 


If,  like  these  fine  churches, 
your  church  needs  funds  for  any 
worthy  project,  call  us  or 
write;  we  can  help. 

THE 

DOG  im 
COMPANY 

10713  Plano  Rd.  *300 
Dallas,  TX  75238 

Texas  214-349-4174 
National  800-527-1354 
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Criticism  of  Masons 
sparks  heated  retorts 
in  U.S.  and  Britain 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo.— When  women 
were  first  appointed  district  superinten¬ 
dents  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
they  were  single. 

If  this  year's  crop  of  women  "DSs”  is 
any  indication,  the  trend  is  toward  mar¬ 
ried  women. 

This  discovery  was  made  by  24  women 
superintendents  of  United  Methodist  dis¬ 
tricts.  They  gathered  Aug.  2-5  for  fellow¬ 
ship  and  experience  sharing. 

The  Rev.  Lynne  Josselyn  of  Portland, 


Maine,  serving  the  last  year  of  her  six- 
year  term  as  superintendent,  reported. 

“I  was  struck  by  the  fact  that  in  the 
early  days,  only  two  of  the  seven  women 
DSs  were  married.  Of  the  women  named 
this  year,  seven  out  of  eight  are  married, 
several  to  other  clergy.” 

Since  more  married  women  are  being 
ordained,  she  said,  the  larger  pool  of 
available  women  accounts  for  the 
change. 

“Very  secure  and  capable  women  are 
being  named  to  the  post,”  she  said,  "peo¬ 


ple  with  recognized  skills  and  abilities. 
We  know  who  we  are  and  what  we  are 
about. 

"It  is  normal  and  natural  now  to  have 
women  superintendents.  The  cabinet  has 
a  different  attitude  when  there’s  a  wom¬ 
an  DS.” 

Disturbed  by  the  absence  of  a  repre¬ 
sentative  from  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction,  which  has  yet  to  name  a  woman 
as  district  superintendent,  the  group  re¬ 
solved  to  send  to  each  bishop  in  the  juris¬ 
diction  a  letter  calling  attention  to  the 
omission. 

Also  noted  was  the  absence  of  a  wom¬ 
an  of  color  from  an  Anglo  conference, 
although  the  Rev.  Myrian  Visot  has  re¬ 
cently  been  named  superintendent  in  the 
Puerto  Rico  conference. 

The  Rev.  Deanna  Bleyle,  former  su¬ 
perintendent  in  Wyoming  and  now  pas¬ 
tor  of  Green  Mountain  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Denver,  arranged  the  women's 
meeting. 

She  said  the  first  such  gathering  was 
in  conjunction  with  the  1983  clergywo- 
men's  consultation  in  Glorieta,  N.M.  The 
next  session  is  planned  for  a  day  before 
the  1987  clergywomen's  consultation. 

Ms.  Josselyn  said  the  group  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  amount  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  experienced  by  clergy  women. 

"It  is  taking  place  throughout  the 
country  in  local  churches,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  district  committees,”  she  said. 

"It  may  not  be  direct  sexual  harass¬ 
ment,  but  women  are  discouraged  in 
some  places  from  pursuing  a  vocation  in 


States  block  grants 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  — Regulations  in  five 
states  prevent  United  Methodist 
churches  from  applying  for  special 
grants  to  help  reduce  risk  of  loss  from 
fire  or  other  casualties. 

The  states  are  Alaska,  Kentucky,  Ha¬ 
waii.  Mississippi  and  Texas,  said  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration. 

The  denomination’s  central  treasury 
had  earlier  invited  local  churches  to  ap¬ 
ply  for  grants  up  to  $5,000  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  16). 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  report  by  the  British 
Methodist  Conference  advising  church 
members  to  reject  Freemasonry  as  incon¬ 
sistent  with  commitments  to  Christianity 
has  touched  off  criticisms  from  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States  and  from 
Methodists  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Rev.  Stephen  L.  Swecker,  associate 
editor  of  the  Dallas-based  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  which  has  a  national  circula¬ 
tion  of  more  than  500,000,  said  letters  to 
the  editor  responding  to  a  Religious  News 
Service  article  on  the  British  Methodist 
action  were  almost  all  negative. 

The  editors  had  received  "about  50” 
letters,  he  said,  more  than  most  items  in 
the  paper  generate,  "and  they’re  still 
coming  in.” 

"There  was  only  one  positive  letter, 
and  one  phone  call  that  applauded  it," 
Mr.  Swecker  said. 

One  reader,  John  E.  Muir  of  Watseka, 
Ill.,  wrote:  “When  I  consider  all  the  is¬ 
sues  that  are  of  concern  to  the  church,  it 
greatly  disturbs  me  to  see  the  church 
creating  a  disturbance  over  something 
as  insignificant  as  the  religious  teach¬ 
ings  of  Freemasons.” 

He  said  he  believed  "we  are  making  a 
terrible  mistake  by  taking  on  another  or¬ 
ganization  that  has  done  many  fine 
things  in  the  name  of  charity  in  this 
country  and  abroad.” 

Reporting  criticized 

Another  reader,  Robert  E.  House  of 
Lake  Charles,  La.,  identifying  himself  as 
a  lifetime  Methodist  and  more  than  50- 
year  Master  Mason,  said  he  resented 
both  the  British  action  and  the  U.S.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  newspaper’s  "reprinting 
such  false  propaganda  and  untruths.” 

He  said  that  “gossip  and  false  attacks 
on  a  person  or  organization  that  cause 
untold  harm  are  about  as  easily  retract¬ 
ed  as  gathering  up  feathers  released  in  a 
high  wind.” 

The  report  is  also  being  debated  in  the 
pages  of  the  British  church  press.  In  a 
letter  published  in  the  Methodist  Record¬ 
er,  an  independent  Methodist  weekly  in 
London,  Franks  Thewlis,  a  Sheffield  lay¬ 


man,  wrote:  "May  I  appeal  to  all  Free¬ 
masons  not  to  leave  us,  even  though  you 
may  feel  you  have  been  downgraded  by 
the  (Methodist)  conference  decision  as 
both  Methodists  and  Christians.  Try  not 
to  feel  hurt.  Don’t  give  away  to  those 
who  seem  determined  to  turn  Methodism 
into  an  exclusive  minor  sect.” 

Another  British  reader,  the  wife  of  a 
Mason,  wrote  that  she  had  stayed  away 
from  Sunday  worship  for  the  first  time 
in  her  memory  because  she  felt  the  con¬ 
ference  had  called  her  husband’s  integri¬ 
ty  into  question. 

"We  do  not  wish  to  leave  Methodism, 
but  it  seems  as  though  we  must  if  we  are 
not  to  compromise  our  beliefs,”  she 
wrote.  ". . .  Thankfully  our  faith  has  not 
diminished,  but  where  do  we  worship?” 

Report  costs  21  cents 

“The  Freemasonry  Report”  of  the 
British  Methodist  Conference  has  been 
published  as  a  six-page  booklet  by  the 
(British)  Methodist  Publishing  House.  It 
is  available  for  15  pence  (about  21  U.S. 
cents)  from  the  publisher,  whose  address 
is  Wellington  Road,  Wimbledon,  London 
SW  19,  8EU. 

The  British  report  said  Freemasonry 
has  been  condemned  by  some  on  the 
grounds  that  it  is  discriminatory. 

“Membership  is  restricted  to  men  who 
must  be  of  good  repute,  and  has  financial 
implications  which  cannot  be  met  by 
all,”  it  said.  "Other  forms  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  are  alleged;  for  example,  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  the  handicapped.  This 
includes  handicapped  members  and  men 
of  different  races  and  religions. 

"It  has  been  alleged  that  some  church 
business,  including  that  relating  to  the 
stationing  of  ministers,  has  been  dis¬ 
cussed  and  decided  informally  at  lodge 
meetings.  Such  practices,  if  they  occur, 
are  to  be  condemned.  The  business  of  the 
church  must  be  done  by  the  duly  named 
committees  of  the  church  ...  and  should 
not  be  settled,  however  informally,  any¬ 
where  else.” 

A  spokeswoman  for  the  British  Meth¬ 
odist  publishing  house  told  RNS  that 
4,000  copies  of  the  report  had  been  print¬ 
ed  and  about  a  thousand  orders  placed. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance 

WANTED  CLINICAL  CHAPLAIN  -  Wyoming 
State  Penetentiary  Rawlins,  WY,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Wyoming  Church  Coalition.  Full-time  po¬ 
sition  includes  administration  and  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination.  clinical  and  pastoral  counseling  and 
care,  interpretation  to  churches  and  communities 
Some  travel  required  Compensation  range 
$25,000-27.000  total  package  Qualifications  and 
requirements:  ordination  and  current  standing  in  a 
national  religious  denomination,  certification  or 
fellow  status  by  a  recognized  professional  chap¬ 
laincy  organization  is  preferred,  not  required;  in¬ 
stitutional  chaplaincy  experience  preferred.  Send 
resumes  and  references  to  the  Rev  Warren  Mur- 
phy.  P  O  Box  484.  Lander.  WY  82520  Application 
must  be  received  by  Nov  8.  1985.  for  a  starting 
date  of  Jan.  1. 1986.  Equal  opportunity  employer 

LARGE  HOUSE  FOR  SALE.  First  tier  on  Lake 
Pomme  de  Terre.  125  miles  south  of  K.C.,  MO  Ide¬ 
al  for  groups  or  individual.  Owner  finance.  (417) 
282-6440 

FREE  INFORMATION  on  new  parenting  pro¬ 
gram-including  video  and  drama  in  worship. 
From  Family  Education  Enterprises.  2320  E.  Lin¬ 
coln  Drive.  Phoenix.  AZ  85016  (602)  955-8554 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Securi¬ 
ty  and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates.  Northern  California.  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments,  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more  A 
facility  of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes 
For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer.  Lake 
Park,  1850  Alice  St .  Dept  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612 
(415)835-5511 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville. 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 

NET  RESULTS  — A  monthly  newsletter  of  new 
ideas  in  evangelism  and  church  growth.  Write  for 
free  sample  copy  and  catalog  of  evangelism  mate¬ 
rials:  5001  Avenue  N.  Lubbock.  TX  79412 

CHURCH  OF  2.100  MEMBERS  SEEKS  person 

with  demonstrated  skills  in  youth  ministry  for  full- 
time  position  Creative,  mature  individual  desired 
Compensation  package  includes  attractive  house 
Send  resumes  to  Dr  Bill  Moorer.  First  UMC,  2300 
Country  Club  Road.  Duncan.  OK  735^3 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists,  friends 
and  families:  It  s  time  for  Affirmation.  Write  P.O. 
Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL  60204. 

Warning  given  to  6  charismatic  s’ 


By  KATHY  KRUGER 

WICHITA,  Kan.  — More  than  1,300 
United  Methodists  attending  the  sev¬ 
enth  annual  National  Conference  on  the 
Holy  Spirit  Aug.  8-11  were  warned 
against  becoming  so  "filled  with  God” 
that  they  overlooked  or  alienated  peo¬ 
ple  needing  forgiving  grace. 

In  his  keynote  address  at  "Alders- 
gate  ’85,”  the  Rev.  Tommy  Tyson  of 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C.,  director  of  New  Life 
Ministries,  also  warned  participants 
not  to  consider  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
as  "spiritual  merit  badges.” 

"Being  baptized  in  the  Holy  Spirit 
doesn’t  make  you  better  than  any  other 
human  being,”  he  declared.  "It  just 
makes  you  better  than  you  were.” 

Dr.  Tyson  called  for  mending  the  sepa¬ 
ration  that  exists  between  people  as  well 
as  with  God  and  encouraged  the  tearing 
down  of  barriers  existing  between  rich 
and  poor,  educated  and  uneducated. 

Thirty-nine  states  were  represented 
by  participants  in  the  conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship.  Their  number 
grew  to  2,500  for  the  final  evening  wor¬ 
ship  service  at  Wichita’s  Century  II  Ex¬ 
hibition  Hall. 

Arms  waved 

Arms  were  often  raised,  and  hands 


were  clapped  joyfully.  Corporate  and  in¬ 
dividual  prayers  were  offered  silently 
and  aloud  as  worship  leaders  directed 
and  people  gathered  in  small  groups. 

There  was  some  praying  in  tongues, 
but  it  was  usually  done  softly  or  in  small 
groups.  Tears  of  joy  and  sorrow  flowed 
as  people  responded  to  altar  calls  for 
those  seeking  inner  healing  and  for  com¬ 
mitments  to  determine  “what  we  have 
that  belongs  to  the  poor.” 

During  the  healing  service  on  the  fi¬ 
nal  night,  many  people  lay  on  the  floor 
"slain  in  the  Spirit”  after  praying  for 
healing  with  the  session's  leader,  Fran¬ 
cis  MacNutt  of  Clearwater,  Fla.,  or 
with  teams  of  counselors  in  the  softly 
lighted  auditorium. 

Repeatedly  the  speakers  followed 
the  tone  set  by  Dr.  Tyson  and  urged 
those  filled  with  the  Spirit  not  to  sepa¬ 
rate  themselves  from  others  in  the 
body  of  Christ. 

Theme  of  the  event  came  from 
Ephesians  4:4:  "There  is  one  body  and 
one  Spirit,  just  as  you  were  called  to 
one  hope  when  you  were  called.”  Par¬ 
ticipants  were  also  encouraged  to  use 
their  gifts  for  ministering  to  people’s 
physical  and  spiritual  needs. 

The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Tuttle,  E.  Stan¬ 
ley  Jones  professor  of  evangelism  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  led  two  all-con- 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

"What  if  the  current  charismatic  re¬ 
newal  should  prove  more  than  just  a 
passing  fad?"  United  Methodist  theolo¬ 
gian  Albert  Outler  asked  an  audience 
in  1971. 

He  suggested  then  that  the  “offbeat" 
charismatics  "with  their  evangelical 
concerns  for  conversion,  with  their 
charismatic  baptisms  and  tongues  and 
with  their  courageous  commitments  to 
reform  in  both  church  and  society”  just 
might  be  the  harbingers  of  the  Third 
Great  Awakening. 

In  a  recent  interview  Dr.  Outler  said 
the  charismatic  renewal  movement  is 
actively  more  widespread  now  within 
the  various  denominations  than  in  the 
early  ’70s  when  it  was  more  a  “herd.” 

Movement  has  moderated 

“It  is  my  impression,”  he  said,  “that 
the  movement  has  moderated  some  of 
its  first  extremes  and  has  matured 
somewhat.  In  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  they  see  it  as  deeper,  more  inten¬ 
sifying.  They  call  it  spiritual  formation. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
not  been  as  deeply  and  widely  affected 
by  the  movement  (as  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church),  but  it  has  been  a  leaven 
among  the  more  evangelical  types  and 
has  been  linked  with  the  rising  interest 
in  covenant  groups  and  base  communi¬ 
ties  now  stressed  in  our  seminaries.  I 
think  it  is  widening  the  spiritual  com¬ 
munity  increasingly.” 

The  term  "charismatic”  was  defined 
by  a  workshop  leader  at  a  recent  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Holy  Spirit  conference  as 
meaning  "open  to  the  gifts  of  the  Spir¬ 
it-believing  the  gifts  (such  as  healing, 
prophecy,  speaking  in  tongues,  discern¬ 
ment)  did  not  die  with  the  last  apostle.” 

Of  these  gifts,  another  leader  in  that 
conference  said,  the  gift  of  tongues  has 
been  "inordinately  sought  and  inordi¬ 
nately  rejected.” 

The  “renewal”  part  of  the  name,  char¬ 
ismatic  leaders  said,  is  used  more  now 
than  "charismatic”  because  of  the  nega¬ 
tive  image  created  by  some  early  ex¬ 
cesses  and  errors  of  the  movement  (such 
as  insisting  on  speaking  in  tongues  as  ev¬ 
idence  of  being  “Spirit-filled”). 

Early  Methodists  accused 

Relating  to  the  supernatural  aspects 


ference  teaching  sessions. 

"We  are  open  not  just  to  those  who 
have  our  particular  understanding  of 
the  working  of  the  Spirit  but  to  all 
United  Methodists,”  he  said.  "Our  con¬ 
viction  is  that  this  movement  will  be 
one  catalyst  for  revival  but  only  one.” 

"Charismatics,”  he  added,  will  never 
be  able  to  accomplish  renewal  of  the 
church  alone.  He  called  on  conferees  to 
be  reconcilers  and  urged  them  to  prac¬ 
tice  humility,  gentleness  and  kindness. 

Approaches  the  same 

Dr.  Tuttle  said  the  social  and  person¬ 
al  gospel  are  the  same  sides  of  the  coin. 

"Gifts  are  to  be  used  in  ministry,”  he 
said.  “We  can’t  afford  to  keep  taking 
that  stuff  in  and  not  putting  it  out.  The 
Holy  Spirit  equips  us  with  the  power  to 
do  the  stuff  of  the  Gospel,  healing  the 
sick,  casting  out  demons,  feeding  the 
hungry,  clothing  the  naked.  You  step 
out  in  ministry,  and  the  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  surface.” 

Before  the  celebration  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  at  the  conference’s  close,  the 
Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones  told  worshipers, 
"The  worst  problem  in  the  church  to¬ 
day  is  accepting  the  gift  God  has  given 
us  because  we  want  to  keep  earning  it 
ourselves. 

"If  we  freely  accept  God’s  gift,”  the 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Board 


of  Discipleship  said,  "our  lives  will  be 
changed.  God  requires  us  to  accept  the 
gift  and  then  to  give  the  gift  to  others. 
God  didn’t  say  share  the  gift.  He  said 
give  the  gift." 

Dr.  Jones  was  one  of  several  Board 
of  Discipleship  staff  members  on  the 
program.  The  Renewal  Services  Fel¬ 
lowship  is  affiliated  with  the  board. 

Four  90-minute  seminars  were  held 
during  the  conference.  Topics  ranged 
from  intercessory  prayer  and  prayer  in 
the  face  of  adversity  to  stewardship, 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  ministries. 

Aldersgate  '85  was  sponsored  by  Re¬ 
newal  Services  Fellowship  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Division  of  Worship  and 
Devotional  Life  of  the  Kansas  West  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Commission  on  Disci¬ 
pleship.  All  $50,000  of  expenses  were 
provided  by  offerings  and  registration 
fees  and  through  supporters  of  the 
fellowship  group. 

Aldersgate  ’86  will  be  in  Savannah, 
Ga.,  Aug.  7-11. 

Ms.  Kruger,  who  wrote  this  story  for 
United  Methodist  News  Service,  is 
communications  specialist  for  the 
Kansas  West  conference  and  editor  of 
that  conference's  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Review. 


Holy  Spirit  movement 
has  matured,  spread 


of  the  “gifts  of  the  Spirit”  and  the  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  charismatics.  Dr.  Outler 
noted  that  in  the  1740s  early  Methodists 
were  accused  of  being  enthusiasts  and 
hysterics.  There  were  a  great  many 
psychic  phenomena,  he  said. 

"Wesley  was  puzzled  by  this  but  took 
it  as  an  instance  of  the  Pentecostal 
Spirit,”  he  said. 

In  the  the  Second  Great  Awakening, 
Dr.  Outler  said,  all  revivals  and  camp 
meetings  had  charismatic  phenomena, 
but  those  were  later  lost  with  the  grad¬ 
ual  loss  of  emphasis  on  holiness. 

“What’s  going  on  now  seems  to  be 
deeper,  more  widespread  (than  the  pre¬ 
vious  charismatic  ‘awakenings’)  and 
more  durable,”  Dr.  Outler  said.  "It  is 
more  likely  to  last  from  one  generation 
to  the  next.” 

It  is  difficult  to  know  to  what  extent 
charismatic  renewal  is  going  on  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  or  how  many 
United  Methodists  are  “charismatic,” 
leaders  of  a  recent  United  Methodist 
conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  said. 

According  to  a  Gallup  poll  about  two 
years  ago,  1.7  million  United  Methodists 
(18  percent)  identified  with  the  charis¬ 
matic  movement  and  its  Holy  Spirit  em¬ 
phasis,  said  Dr.  Ross  Whetstone, 
executive  director  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Renewal  Services  Fellowship. 

(The  fellowship  is  an  affiliate  body  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Dr. 
Whetstone  helps  plan  and  present  Holy 
Spirit  conferences  on  local,  district, 
conference  and  national  levels  and  rep¬ 
resents  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  ecumenical  charismatic  renewal 
movement.) 

More  frequent  meetings  staged 

The  large  national  charismatic  con¬ 
ferences  of  the  '60s  and  70s,  which 
drew  from  3,000  to  5,000  people,  Dr. 
Whetstone  said,  have  given  way  to  in¬ 
creased  but  smaller  conferences  in¬ 
volving  more  people  overall. 

"Charismatics  are  coming  out  of  the 
closet,”  Dr.  Whetstone  said.  In  some 
places  the  hierarchy  of  the  church  is 
very  open,  he  added,  as  a  concession  to 
the  pluralism  of  the  church.  In  other 
places,  he  added,  leaders  have  been 
"burned”  by  unwise  actions  of  those 
calling  themselves  charismatics. 

Since  Jan.  1,  Dr.  Whetstone  said.  Re¬ 
newal  Services  Fellowship  has  helped 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

SHREVEPORT,  La. — During  the  United  Methodist  Conference  on  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  Church  Renewal  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Discipleship,  Dr.  Ross  Whetstone,  executive  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Renewal  Services  Fellowship,  opens  his  workshop 
on  “Speaking  in  Tongues”  with  group  singing. 


with  the  44  United  Methodist-sponsored 
“Holy  Spirit”  conferences.  In  some  annu¬ 
al  conferences  the  gatherings  are  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  conference  council  on 
ministries,  by  the  bishop  or,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  recent  conference  in  Louisiana,  by 
the  conference  board  of  discipleship. 

Bishop  William  B.  Grove  (West  Virgin¬ 
ia  Area)  sponsored  a  Holy  Spirit  confer¬ 
ence  in  May  for  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  and  plans  another  for  1986. 

Bishop  Grove  told  the  Reporter  there 
is  an  emphasis  throughout  the  whole 
Christian  church  on  renewal." People 
who  have  this  hunger  and  need  (for 
charismatic  renewal)  should  have  it 
met  in  the  United  Methodist  Church,” 
he  said. 

Bishop  Grove  said  he  hoped  the  Holy 
Spirit  conferences  in  his  episcopal  area 
would  contribute  to  the  spiritual  re¬ 
newal  of  the  church. 

Fellowship  runs  conference 

The  United  Methodist  Renewal  Ser¬ 
vices  Fellowship  conducted  the  Holy 
Spirit  conference  that  Bishop  Grove 
sponsored  and  made  a  presentation 
characterized  by  Bishop  Grove  as 


"theologically  wholistic,  balanced  and 
very  responsible.” 

The  fellowship’s  presentation,  he 
said,  avoids  the  tendency  toward 
schisms  that  this  kind  of  ministry  often 
has  fostered. 

The  purpose  of  the  Louisiana  Holy 
Spirit  event,  said  Louisiana  Area  Bish¬ 
op  Walter  Underwood  in  his  opening 
address,  was  to  learn  more  about  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

“The  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  the 
bishop  said,  “is  the  least  understood  of  all 
the  doctrinal  traditions  of  the  church." 

In  the  North  Alabama  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  the  Renewal  Services  Fellow¬ 
ship  recently  completed  12  district 
conferences  entitled  "Witness  in  the 
Power  of  the  Spirit.”  Their  purpose, 
said  the  fellowship’s  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  was  to  “lift  up  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  the  Holy  Spirit  and  evangelism.” 

"The  line  between  renewal  and  evan¬ 
gelism  is  blurring,"  Dr.  Whetstone  said. 
“Many  people  see  these  as  the  same. 
There  is  an  implicit  assumption  by 
many  leaders  of  the  church  that  unless 
we  are  empowered  and  motivated  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we’re 
dead  in  the  water.” 


Man  sentenced  to  death 
for  murder  of  UMC  worker 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

MANCHESTER,  Tenn.-The  Georgia 
man  convicted  of  murdering  a  United 
Methodist  Communications  staff  mem¬ 
ber  on  New  Year’s  Day  has  been  sen¬ 
tenced  to  die  in  the  electric  chair  Jan.  1. 

Gregory  Thompson,  23,  of  Marietta, 
Ga.,  was  found  guilty  Aug.  17  of  stabbing 
Brenda  Blanton  Lane  to  death. 

An  eight-man,  four-woman  jury  delib¬ 
erated  only  15  minutes  before  reaching 
its  verdict. 

The  same  Coffee  County  Circuit  Court 
jury  spent  three  hours  Aug.  22  deciding 
whether  to  sentence  Mr.  Thompson  to 
death  or  life  in  prison  for  the  first-de¬ 
gree  murder  conviction. 

Mr.  Thompson’s  attorneys  offered  no 
defense  on  their  client’s  behalf.  Instead, 
they  admitted  in  opening  statements 
that  he  did  not  deny  having  killed  Mrs. 
Lane  and  concentrated  on  persuading 
the  jury  to  spare  their  client’s  life. 

“We  didn’t  put  on  any  witnesses,”  at¬ 
torney  Doyle  Richardson  told  the  jury  in 
closing  arguments.  "What  else  is  there  to 
say?” 

Testimony  offered  by  the  state  showed 
that  Mr.  Thompson  and  his  15-year-old 
girlfriend,  Joanne  McNamara,  also  of 
Marietta,  came  by  bus  to  Shelbyville, 
Tenn.,  Dec.  29  to  visit  friends  of  the  Mc¬ 
Namara  family. 

When  the  friends  called  police  Jan.  1 
to  report  Miss  McNamara  as  a  runaway, 
the  pair  fled,  eventually  ending  up  at  a 


More  married  women  named  superintendents 


shopping  center.  There  they  first  met 
Mrs.  Lane. 

“I  told  Joanne  to  ask  her  where  the 
hospital  was,”  Mr.  Thompson  said  in  a 
statement  to  police  after  his  arrest.  He 
said  he  sneaked  behind  Mrs.  Lane  and 
“put  a  knife  to  her  throat  and  told  her  to 
get  into  the  car.” 

They  got  into  Mrs.  Lane’s  car  and 
drove  20  miles  to  a  remote  dead-end 
road. 

"I  told  Joanne  and  the  woman  to  get 
out  of  the  car,"  Mr.  Thompson  said  in  his 
statement.  “I  told  Joanne  to  walk  away. 
I  stabbed  the  woman  in  the  back." 

Pathologist  Charles  Harlan  testified 
that  Mrs.  Lane  was  stabbed  four  times  in 
the  back,  two  of  the  wounds  penetrating 
her  lungs. 

The  pair  was  arrested  the  next  day  in 
Marietta  after  Mrs.  Lane’s  car  was 
found  abandoned  and  burned  on  a  city 
street. 

Miss  McNamara  is  scheduled  to  stand 
trial  on  charges  of  first-degree  murder 
at  a  later  date. 

Mrs.  Lane,  28,  had  been  an  employee 
of  United  Methodist  Communications  in 
Nashville  since  March  1983.  She  was  to 
have  received  a  promotion  to  associate 
director  in  the  agency’s  public  relations 
office  when  she  returned  from  the  holi¬ 
day  vacation  Jan.  2,  the  day  after  she 
was  murdered. 


the  ministry.  Women  beginning  their 
candidacy  are  discouraged  if  they  are 
married  to  clergypersons.  ” 

That  first  happened  in  the  1960s,  she 
recalled. 

"People  said  you  can’t  become  a  min¬ 
ister  because  that  would  jeopardize  your 
husband’s  career,”  Ms.  Josselyn  said. 
"Now  it’s  happening  again. 

"We  know  sexual  harassment  happens 
in  the  secular  world,  but  we  don’t  like  to 
admit  we  have  it  in  the  church.  We  try  to 
forget  it  and  not  mention  it,  but  it  has  an 
impact  on  people’s  lives  and  we  need  to 
get  it  out  in  the  open.” 

Participants  agreed  that  specific  ex¬ 
amples  of  such  discrimination  should  be 
taken  to  conference  and  national  com¬ 
missions  on  the  status  and  role  of  women. 

The  superintendents  also  resolved  to 
ask  women  in  their  conferences  to  write 


the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  about 
the  importance  of  using  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage. 

"The  new  hymnal  must  be  include  lan¬ 
guage  and  imagery  that  relates  to  all 
persons,”  said  Ms.  Josselyn.  "We  need 
variety  so  every  person  can  relate  to  a 
number  of  hymns.” 


DR.  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN 

Invites  you  on  one  of 
his  1985  Tours  — 

HOLY  LAND  &  CAIRO,  EGYPT 
OCTOBER  13-22 
AUSTRALIA,  NEW  ZEALAND 
and  HAWAII 
NOV.  23-DEC.  08 


These  are  Deluxe  tours  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meols  per  day,  expert  guides, 
finest  buses,  friendly  fellowship  of  delightful  people.  The  people  on  these  tours  will  be  from 
several  states,  representing  various  church  denominations.  Many  life-time  friendships  are 
formed.  Dr.  Allen  goes  each  day  on  the  bus  and  at  night  lectures  as  opportunity  permits. 
Mrs.  Mildred  Parker  is  co-host  of  the  tours. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York 
For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
Transco  Tower 
P.  O.  Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 
Or  call,  713/439-4072 
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St.  Lukes  UMC 
Spends 
Busy  Summer 

The  summer  months  have  been  busy 
and  exciting  for  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Children  who  participated  in  Va¬ 
cation  Church  School  made  a  banner  of 
their  hand  prints,  in  honor  of  Bishop  Un¬ 
derwood,  to  commemorate  his  first  year 
as  Bishop  of  Louisiana  (see  photo).  Other 
activities  have  included  a  Prayer  Vigil, 
the  formation  of  a  new  Young  Adult  Sun¬ 
day  School  class  (to  begin  Sept.  8),  and 
“Appreciation  Day”  for  teachers  at 
three  neighborhood  schools.  Also,  a  new 
Cub  Scout  pack  has  begun  meeting  at  the 


Rev.  Deborah  Drash  is  pastor, 
i  in  photo.) 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘An  Historic  Event’ 


Friday,  September  13,  could  well 
be  the  most  important  date  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  it  even  might  be  a 
significant  date  in  American  Method¬ 
ism. 

For  the  first  time  a  Continuing 
Education  Program  for  all  clergy  in 
Louisiana  will  be  beamed  by  satellite 
to  each  district.  It  will  be  the  first  in 
a  series  of  professionally  designed 
Continuing  Education  events  aimed 
at  addressing  clergy’s  professional 
needs  not  covered  in  the  average 
seminary  experience. 

Persons  all  over  America  will  be 
watching  and  listening  also  as  they 
tune  their  "dishes”  to  Westar  IV, 
Channel  10  from  10:00  a.m.  to  12:00 
noon  and  Westar  IV,  Channel  6  from 
1:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

We  have  abolished  “preachers 
meetings”  in  Louisiana,  but  only  with 
the  understanding  that  these  superior 
and  “never  before  offered”  opportu¬ 
nities  are  to  be  considered  manda¬ 
tory. 


I  have  personally  requested  an  at¬ 
tendance  sheet  from  each  district  su¬ 
perintendent.  Only  the  death  or  a 
serious  illness  of  a  family  member 
will  suffice  as  an  excuse  to  be  absent, 
or  some  providential  occurance  be¬ 
yond  one’s  control. 

There  will  be  six  such  events  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  year,  and  all  will  be  of 
equal  importance,  but  this  first  one  is 
special  just  because  it  is  the  first  one. 

Our  guest  trainer  and  teacher,  Dr. 
Somers  White,  is  absolutely  the  finest 
in  America  in  his  field  and  my  expec¬ 
tation  for  all  of  us  who  are  clergy 
cannot  be  too  strongly  expressed.  I 
expect  this  one  day  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  for  each  of  us. 

I  write  this  in  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  so  that  the  laity  can  know 
of  this  important  event  and  can  give 
cooperation  and  assistance  to  their 
clergy  who  will  be  absent  from  their 
regular  duties  on  that  day. 


September  20th-21st . . .  Lafayette 


12th  Annual  Meeting  of  United  Methodist  Women 


Two  Louisiana  Pastors 
Attend  Orientation  Clinic 


Rev.  James  O.  Evans,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  New  Orleans,  and  Rev. 
Maynard  Roily  Walker,  associate  pastor 
of  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  have  attended  a 
two-week  orientation  clinic  of  the  Bethel 
Series.  This  series,  an  international  Bible 
study  program,  was  held  July  28th-Au- 
gust  9th.  It  was  administered  by  the  Adult 
Christian  Education  Foundation. 

Orientation  clinics  are  attended  by 
pastors  and  Christian  Education  direc¬ 


tors,  who  return  to  their  churches  to 
train  lay  teachers.  The  teachers,  in  turn, 
present  an  overview  study  of  scriptures 
to  adult  members,  which  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  continuing  adult  study. 

Since  1959,  more  than  5,500  congrega¬ 
tions,  representing  over  56  separate  de¬ 
nominations,  have  involved  nearly  one 
million  lay  teachers  and  students  in  the 
Bethel  Series. 


Executive  Skills  Workshop 
To  Be  Held  September  13th 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in¬ 
augurates  a  new  first  for  the  Church.  It 
is  a  program  of  continuing  education  lor 
pastors.  It  is  a  first  in  the  sense  that  it  is 
focused  on  the  administrative,  and  man¬ 
agement  skills  needed  by  the  pastor  in 
the  contemporary  church.  It  is  a  first  in 
the  sense  that  this  and  no  other  denomi¬ 
nation  has  used  the  medium  of  television 
for  training  on  the  scale  projected. 

Originating  from  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport,  the  event 
will  be  televised  across  the  conference  to 
United  Methodist  ministers  meeting  in 
District  settings.  A  telephone  hookup 
will  facilitate  the  participation  of  pas¬ 
tors  attending  outside  Shreveport. 

Dr.  Somers  H.  White,  president  of  a 
management  consultants  firm  in  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Arizona,  will  be  our  first  presentor. 
His  area  of  discussion  will  be,  “How  to 
Be  Twice  As  Effective  With  Half  The  Ef¬ 
fort.”  A  former  State  Senator  from  Ari¬ 
zona,  Dr.  White  began  his  career  with 
the  Executive  Training  Program  of 
Chase  Manhattan  Bank.  He  was  the 
youngest  bank  president  in  America  for 
any  bank  located  in  a  major  metropoli¬ 
tan  center.  Somers  has  taught  manage¬ 
ment  and  executive  skills  to  leaders  in 
over  400  of  the  Fortune  500  list  of  Ameri¬ 
can  companies. 

The  Continuing  education  program 
will  be  telecast  September  13th.  At  each 
District  site  a  minister  will  preach  to  the 


Dr.  Somers  H.  White 
assembled  clergy.  This  will  be  critiqued 
using  evaluation  sheets  provided  by  the 
District  Superintendent.  The  telecast 
will  follow  immediately. 

Other  programs  in  this  series  will  in¬ 
clude  time  management  with  Dr.  Robert 
Paul,  interpersonal  conflict  with  Dr. 
Speed  B.  Leas,  and  motivation  and  lay 
involvement  with  Dr.  Marlene  Wilson. 

Cost  to  the  pastors  will  be  $10  per 
event.  This  will  be  paid  to  the  respective 
District  Offices.  One  half  CEU  will  be 
available  for  each  of  the  first  three 
events.  One  CEU  will  be  available  for 
the  Marlene  Wilson  program. 


Persons  Churches  And  Events 


The  Luling  UMC  welcomed  five 
new  members  during  the  months  of 
June  and  July. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr.  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  FUMC,  Many,  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  July.  Rev.  Dean  has 
recently  retired  from  the  ministry 
and  is  now  living  in  Shreveport. 

*  *  * 

The  young  couple’s  Sunday  School 
Gasses  of  The  St.  Timothy  UMC, 
Mandeville,  held  a  church-wide  yard- 
sale  on  August  24th.  All  proceeds 
were  contributed  to  the  church  bud¬ 
get.  Rev.  Gene  Finnell  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Vacation  Church  School  at  Munhol- 
land  UMC,  Metairie,  was  held  in  July. 
During  the  week,  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  children  and  forty-nine  adults 
came  together  to  learn  what  it  really 
means  to  work  together  and  to  learn 
about  mission  and  about  living  as 
Christians.  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
is  pastor. 

The  Young  Singles  Calss  of  Univer¬ 
sity  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  gathered  for 
a  Potluck  dinner  in  August.  Each  par¬ 
ticipant  brought  their  favorite  dish 
for  the  event. 

*  *  * 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  New  Or¬ 


leans,  honored  Rev.  Henry  Dorsey 
who  retired  from  the  staff  of  the 
church  in  July.  A  reception  was  held 
following  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  is  pastor. 

Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President  of  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  Blanchard  UMC  in  a  recent  ser¬ 
vice.  He  spoke  on  the  topic,  “Commu¬ 
nion  aDd  the  Transforming  Spirit.” 
Rev.  John  Johns  is  pastor. 

Rev.  Doug  Williams,  Chaplain  at 
the  Methodist  Children's  Home  of 
Ruston,  was  guest  speaker  at  Grace 
UMC,  Ruston  in  a  recent  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Rev.  Larry  Miller  is  pastor. 

The  Administrative  Board  and 
Council  on  Ministries  of  FUMC,  Tal¬ 
lulah  met  in  August  to  introduce  the 
Full  Outreach  Program.  Rev.  Ray- 
mon  Warren  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport  held  a 
Country  Store  Workshop  on  August 
27.  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs  is  pastor. 

FUMC,  Amite,  held  a  United 
Methodist  Men  s  Breakfast  on  August 
1st  for  their  regular  breakfast  meet¬ 
ing.  Rev.  Steven  M.  Spurlock  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


Last  Chance! 

Copies  of  Bishop  Goodson's 
Tapes  Are  Still  Available  for  $5.00 
per  set.  When  the  present  supply  is 
exhausted,  there  will  be  no  more. 
Order  today  from: 

Communications  Office 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 

Please  include  your  name  and 
address. 


JNewVideo  Tape 

A  new  informative  video  tape  en¬ 
titled,  “Lydia  Patterson  Institute 
Story”  is  now  available  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  Resource  Center.  Churches 
are  urged  to  use  this  tape,  free  of 
charge,  to  help  promote  the  work 
and  mission  of  Lydia  Patterson  and 
to  become  better  acquainted  with 
this  institution  and  the  work  they  do 
in  El  Paso,  Texas. 
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United  Methodists 

The  World  Is 
Our  Parish 

AN  INTERPRETATION  OF 
CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  FOR 
THE  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Introduction 


Everyone  knows  that  without  ade¬ 
quate  financial  resources  the  church 
is  limited  in  its  ability  to  provide  a 
sustained  ministry  capable  of  meet¬ 
ing  the  diverse  needs  of  persons.  A 
strong  financial  base  can  be  obtained 
by  any  church  that  emphasizes  the 
importance  and  the  significance  of 
Christian  stewardship.  Stewardship 
education  is  simply  helping  persons 
understand  the  meaning  and  implica¬ 
tions  of  Christian  stewardship  for  all 
of  life.  The  task  of  the  Christian  stew¬ 
ard  is  to  discover,  identify,  manage 
and  share  what  God,  through  grace, 
gives  by  word  and  spirit. 

For  a  period  of  four  weeks  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  United  Methodist  will  carry  re¬ 
source  materials  available  for 
Methodist  clergy  and  laity  who  have 
the  responsibility  of  underwriting  the 
financial  program  of  a  church.  Many 
of  us  do  not  un¬ 
derstand  the  pur- 
fifeL  pose  of  the  money 

that  goes  beyond 

fsTeWArDSHiPour  local  church 
Vv  V'v\/\  t0  the  District'  t0 

1  —  the  Annual  Con¬ 

ference  and  to  the 
%  General  Church. 

It  is  hoped  that 
through  this  book¬ 
let  one  might  have  a  clearer  under¬ 
standing  of  the  purposes  of  each 
cause  and  the  money  that  is  required 
for  the  various  programs  and  organi¬ 
zations  within  Methodism. 

We  United  Methodists,  and  espe¬ 
cially  the  Louisiana  Conference,  have 
one  of  the  finest  benevolent  programs 
of  any  church  in  the  world.  As  you 
spend  time  reading  these  pages,  it  is 
our  hope  that  you  will  catch  a 
glimpse  of  our  guest  church  at  work 
in  the  world  today. 

To  better  understand  the  terminol¬ 
ogy  of  the  church  as  it  deals  with  fi¬ 
nances,  the  following  terms  and  an 
explanation  of  each  may  be  helpful  to 
you. 


The  Twelfth  Annual  Meetin^f  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  will  convene  in  the  sanctuary  of 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  La¬ 
fayette  on  Friday,  September  20th,  at 
1.00  p.m. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  conference 
is  “NEW  BEGINNINGS.”  Guest  speaker 
for  this  event  will  be  Mrs.  Carolyn  M. 
Marshall  of  Veedersburg,  Indiana,  who 
is  presently  the  president  of  the  Women’s 
Division  for  the  1984-88  quadrennium. 
Mrs.  Marshall  received  her  Bachelor  of 
Science  Degree  in  Business  Administra¬ 
tion  from  Drake  University,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  her  Doctor  of  Public  Service 
Degree  from  DePaul  University,  Green- 
castle,  Indiana.  She  has  a  very  impres¬ 
sive  record  of  service  not  only  to  United 
Methodist  Women,  but  to  the  entire  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Reports  will  be  given  by  various  lead¬ 


ers  regarding  the  work  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  within  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  as  well  as  throughout  the 
General  Church.  Worship  services  for 
this  event  will  be  conducted  by  Rev. 
Carolyn  P.  Brannon,  pastor  of  the  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur. 
The  closing  Service  of  Worship  will  be 
one  of  Holy  Communion  administered  by 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Area.  Special  music  will  be  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  Chancel  Choir  of  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Two  days  of  worthwhile  events  will 
make  up  this  Annual  Meeting.  All  ladies 
throughout  the  Conference  are  invited  to 
attend  and  may  register  by  sending  the 
$10  registration  fee  to  Mrs.  Margie  Dun- 
nington,  115  Brentwood  Blvd.,  Lafayette, 
LA  70503. 


Gary  Willis  Recommended  For  Candidacy 


At  a  special  called  session  of  the  Charge  Conference  in  the  Arcadia  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Gary  D.  Willis,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Terry  Willis  of  Arcadia,  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Arcadia  PPR  Committee  as  a  candidate  for  the  Christian  ministry. 

Gary  is  the  second  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Willis,  to  enter  the  Methodist  ministry.  He 
is  a  senior  at  Louisiana  Tech,  and  will  be  enrolled  in  Seminary  training  in  1986. 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  District  Superintendent,  presided  over  the  session. 

St.  Paul’s  Monroe  , 
Participates  In  Summer  Work  Camp 


1.  BENEVOLENCES 
This  is  money  given  to  the  church 

“for  others.” 

2.  APPORTIONMENT 
This  is  an  amount  of  money  allo¬ 
cated  to  a  local  church  by  the  General 
Conference,  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence,  Annual  Conference,  or  by  the 
District  in  order  to  support  mission 
and  ministry. 

3.  FAIR  SHARE 

A  suggested  amount  of  money  re¬ 
quested  from  a  local  church  by  the 
Annual  Conference,  or  District,  in  or¬ 
der  to  provide  funds  for  a  much  need¬ 
ed  project  or  ministry.  • 

4.  OFFERING 

A  free-will  offering  taken  on  a  spe¬ 
cial  Sunday  in  each  local  church  for  a 
specific  need  or  projects.  This  could 
be  for  a  local  church  program,  a  Dis¬ 
trict  program,  Conference  program, 
or  General  program. 

5.  ADVANCE  SPECIAL  § 

This  requests  second-mile  giving  •: 

“for  others”  that  a  local  church  can  j: 
take  on  once  it  has  accepted  that  •: 
which  has  been  asked  of  it  for  church  j: 
benevolences.  The  General  Church,  as  j: 
well  as  the  Annual  Conference,  sug-  j: 
gests,  worthy  benevolences  (that  have  :• 
been  approved  for  Advance  Special  :• 
giving)  for  consideration  by  a  local  :• 
church.  £ 

6.  LOCAL  CHURCH  DECIMAL 

The  Conference  Council  on  Finance  :• 
and  Administration  recommends  a 
formula  that  is  used  by  the  Confer-  •: 
ence  for  the  apportionments  given  to  •: 
the  local  churches.  It  is  composed  of  •: 
the  following:  j: 

One-half  on  the  basis  of  membership. 
One-half  on  the  basis  of  these  six  £ 
columns: 

Paid  other  current  expenses,  etc.  :j 

Church  School:  Lesson  materials, 
supplies,  administration,  etc. 

Pastor’s  salary  paid 
Associate’s  salary  paid 
Travel  allowance  total  paid  £ 

Utility  pad 


St.  Paul’s  participants  left  to  ngnt  are: 
Jim  Moore,  Barbara  Moore,  Janie  Rada, 
Rev.  Jack  Phelps.  Glenn  Jordan,  Rev. 
Don  Wineinger. 

The  project  was  for  an  American  Indian 
United  Methodist  congregation  in  Bro¬ 
ken  Bow,  Oklahoma.  The  Church,  Nanih 
Chito  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
means  “Big  Hill”  in  English,  needed  help 
with  the  construction  of  a  20  X  40  foot, 
fellowship  hall. 

The  project  was  completed  in  three 
working  days  by  employing  pre-fabricat- 
ed  building  components  designed  and 
pre-built  by  members  of  the  Monroe 
church.  The  cost  (excluding  the  founda¬ 
tion)  was  subscribed  and  the  building 
constructed  by  St.  Paul’s  and  friends  of 
the  church  with  the  able  cooperation  and 


The  completed  project  is  the  new  fel¬ 
lowship  hall.  Its  measurements  are 
20'  X  40'. 

assistance  of  the  Indian  church  members 
themselves. 

It  was  a  tremendous  shared  experi¬ 
ence  of  labor,  fellowship,  worship,  com¬ 
munity,  and  Christian  love.  Jim  Moore  is 
chairman  of  the  missions  work  area  and 
Jack  Phelps,  Associate  Pastor,  was  the 
advising  staff  member.  W.  Dwight  Ram¬ 
sey  is  the  senior  minister. 

NOTE:  The  building  is  not  yet  (pom- 
plete.  If  any  church  is  interested  in  as¬ 
sisting  this  congregation,  please  contact 
Rev.  James  Poole,  Louisiana  Conference 
VIM  Coordinator. 


On  the  Inside  .  .  . 

Anthropologist  Darrell 
Whiteman  explains  what  it 
means  to  live  in  another  culture. 
It’s  all  part  of  an  experiment  in 
orientation  for  new  United 
Methodist  missionaries.  See 
picture  and  stories  on  Page  4. 


Journal  Corrections 

The  response  to  the  1985  Confer¬ 
ence  Journal  has  been  good!  If  any 
errors  are  found,  you  are  urged  to 
call  them  to  our  attention  by  using 
the  “correction  sheet”  found  in  the 
back  of  the  Journal. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70802 
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Editorial 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Are  the  ‘Moonies’  Christians? 


The  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon’s  recent  re¬ 
lease  from  prison  has  refocused  public 
attention  on  the  Unification  Church, 
which  he  founded  in  Korea  in  1954. 

Mr.  Moon’s  return  to  public  life  has 
been  accompanied  by  disturbing  signs  of 
the  Unification  Church’s  seeking  to  repre¬ 
sent  itself  as  an  orthodox  Christian  body. 

Of  particular  concern  to  Christians 
should  be  three  separate,  but  progres¬ 
sive,  instances  in  which  the  “Moonies” 
recently  secured  direct  or  indirect  en¬ 
dorsements  from  mainline  Christians. 

•In  the  spring,  the  Rev.  Henry  0. 
Thompson,  a  faculty  member  of  the  Uni¬ 
fication  seminary  near  New  York  City 
and  a  retired  United  Methodist  minister, 
was  quoted  in  a  promotional  brochure 
sent  from  Unification  headquarters  to 
300,000  clergy.  Mr.  Thompson  said  Unifi¬ 
cation  theology  is  simply  a  ‘‘new  synthe¬ 
sis”  of  Judeo-Christian  ideas  that  have 
gone  to  Korea  via  American  missionar¬ 
ies  and  returned  to  America  in  “differ¬ 
ent  forms.” 

•The  week  before  Mr.  Moon’s  release, 
Richard  Quebedeux,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  scholar  and  consultant  to  the  Uni¬ 
fication  Church,  announced  plans  for 
several  ecumenical  events  under  Unifi¬ 
cation  auspices.  Mr.  Quebedeux  said  the 
Unification  Church’s  growing  ecumeni¬ 
cal  network  could  eventually  provide  an 
“alternative”  to  the  World  and  National 
councils  of  churches. 

•Upon  Mr.  Moon’s  release,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Lowery,  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  head  and  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergyman,  defended  Mr. 
Moon  as  a  target  of  racism  and  a  victim 
of  religious  oppression.  Mr.  Lowery 
spoke  to  some  1,700  clergy  and  political 
leaders  gathered  in  Washington  Aug.  20 
to  show  support  for  Mr.  Moon. 

In  the  first  two  of  these  instances,  it 
appears  self-evident  that  the  views  of 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


these  men  are  influenced  by  their  pres¬ 
ence  on  Mr.  Moon’s  payroll. 

It  is  nevertheless  difficult  to  under¬ 
stand  how  any  Christian  could  uncriti¬ 
cally  endorse  Mr.  Moon  or  his  “church.” 
Such  actions  blur  the  huge  differences 
between  the  Unification  Church  and  or¬ 
thodox  Christianity. 

One  doesn’t  have  to  study  Unification 
theology  in  great  depth  to  see  this  differ¬ 
ence.  One  basic  teaching,  for  example,  is 
that  Jesus  did  not  complete  the  work  of 
salvation  during  His  time  on  earth.  In¬ 
stead,  Mr.  Moon  is  viewed  by  his  follow¬ 
ers  as  God’s  “new  messiah”  sent  for  that 
purpose. 

That  is  the  same  as  saying  the  Resur¬ 
rection  was  an  illusion  and  that  God 
failed  through  Jesus  to  “reconcile  the 
world  unto  himself." 

Such  claims  should  be  clearly  identi¬ 
fied  for  what  they  are— heresy— and  re¬ 
jected.  Those  who  make  such  claims  are 
at  best  naive  and  at  worst  cult  leaders. 
Their  teachings  are  dishonest,  if  not  dan¬ 
gerous.  They  certainly  can  make  no  le¬ 
gitimate  claim  to  be  “agents  of  Christian 
unity.” 

As  Christians,  we  should  be  grateful 
for  new  insights  into  our  faith  that  can 
result  when  Christians  from  other  cul¬ 
tures  share  with  us  their  understanding 
of  the  Gospel.  We  should  be  open  to  re¬ 
ceiving  God’s  truth  from  all  sources,  in¬ 
cluding  non-Christian  ones.  And  we 
should  be  willing  to  defend  the  human 
and  civil  rights  of  all  people  regardless 
of  their  religious  identity— even  if  they 
are  followers  of  Mr.  Moon. 

But  despite  their  well-oiled  efforts  to 
suggest  otherwise,  we  should  clearly  rec¬ 
ognize  and  teach  that  the  Unification 
Church  and  Mr.  Moon  are  not  “one  of 
us.”  They  cannot  properly  be  accorded  a 
Christian  identity  that  their  actions  and 
their  teachings  refute. 


SEPTEMBER  6,  1985  . 


Here  I  Stand 

Viet  veterans 9  healing 
begins  in  local  church 


WASHINGTON  Thu  Rev  0|._  m.  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

R  S  My°ng  Moon  k»sses  a  trophy  that  was  pre- 
sented  to  him  by  Idaho  state  Rep.  Deiter  Boyer  (left)  following  the  Unifica¬ 
tion  Church  founders  Aug.  20  release  from  prison.  Some  1,700  clergymen 
and  political  leaders  attended  the  gathering  in  support  of  Mr.  Moon  Mr 
Moon  s  return  to  public  life  has  been  accompanied  by  signs  his  “church"  is 
seeking  credibility  as  an  orthodox  Christian  body  (see  related  editorial  at 


Family  violence  articles  helpful  to  church 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  Sheron  Patterson  for 
writing  the  series  of  articles  on  abuse 
and  to  compliment  her  on  them  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  2,  9, 16  and  23). 

My  experience  on  the  Battered  Spou¬ 
se/Sexual  Assault  Hotline  leads  me  to 
believe  we  must  recognize  these  prob¬ 
lems  in  our  churches. 

Several  times  I  have  had  people  talk 
about  the  person  accused  of  the  crime  as 
being  a  “church  deacon,”  and  one  senses 
they  want  him  treated  with  special  pro¬ 
tection  because  of  that.  I  am  especially 
pleased  with  the  Aug.  9  issue  because  of 
that. 

Lorraine  L.  Wright 
Owings  Mills,  Maryland 

Well  done! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  Sheron  Patterson’s  very 
fine  article  on  "Elderly  Abuse”  in  the 
Aug.  16  Reporter!  Well  done  and  most 
helpful.  Jack  j-j  pjeacocjl 

Austin,  Texas 

Don’t  glorify  guns 

To  the  Editor: 

How  painful! 

As  I  opened  the  Aug.  16  issue,  casually 
searching  for  Sheron  Patterson's  series 
on  the  church’s  response  to  the  pervasive 
violence  in  our  society,  there  was  a  pho¬ 
tograph  of  a  man  with  a  gun  pointed 
straight  at  the  viewer! 

Yes,  the  articles  were  not  connected, 
and  yes,  the  gun  was  part  of  a  sport.  But 
surely  we  can  celebrate  God’s  help  in 
surviving  and  overcoming  a  handicap 
without  glorifying  the  gun! 

Barbara  Williams 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Report  on  other  abuses 

To  the  Editor: 

Sheron  Patterson’s  recent  series  on 
the  abuse  of  children,  wives  and  the  aged 
repeats  what  most  people  have  already 
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been  barraged  with  by  the  media.  Per¬ 
haps  the  ways  Christians  can  help  have 
been  beneficial  if  imitated. 

Before  the  series  is  completed,  please 
include  at  least  one  article  on  abuse  in 
school  classrooms.  The  National  Educa¬ 
tion  Association  and  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Teachers  can  give  you  the 
appalling  statistics  of  abuse  of  both  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers  by  both  students  and 
teachers. 

Another  kind  of  classroom  abuse  has 
been  exposed  by  the  federal  Department 
of  Education’s  hearings.  Phylis  Shafley’s 
book  “Child  Abuse  In  the  Classroom’” 
has  excerpts  from  that  sworn  testimony. 

Do  more  than  mimic  the  media.  Go  on 
to  expose  abuse  in  all  places,  of  all  kinds, 
at  all  times,  etc. 

John  L.  Terneus 
Yukon,  Oklahoma 

Hymn  article  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  appreciated  John  Lovelace’s 
articles  and  surveys  regarding  the  new 
hymnal  so  much  I  hesitate  to  mention  a 
concern  about  his  Aug.  23  article. 

The  reader  might  infer  that  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  allotted  $335,428  to  devel¬ 
op  a  new  hymnal,  presumably  from 
World  Service  funds. 

In  fact,  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  and  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  jointly  proposed  a  budget  of  that 
amount  and  also  proposed  that  the  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  provide  those  funds,  which 
the  General  Conference  accepted. 

Questions  about  whether  a  new  hym¬ 
nal  is  needed  could  become  more  heated 
than  necessary  if  people  believed  their 
World  Service  offerings  were  providing 
the  $335,428. 

Again,  I  appreciate  Mr.  Lovelace’s  ar¬ 
ticles  but  wanted  to  make  certain  the 
funding  source  was  clear. 

Robert  K.  Feaster 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Africa  articles  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  deep  per¬ 
sonal  appreciation  of  the  observations  by 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  of  the  various 
countries  he  has  visited  in  Africa. 

In  light  of  the  Africa  Development 
Fund,  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  Mr. 
Dunnam ’s  writings  be  put  in  a  booklet 
form  for  study  by  local  churches. 

I  continue  to  appreciate  the  Reporter 
and  the  vast  and  varied  happenings  and 
ministries  you  cover.  An  informed  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  is  a  more  responsive  Chris-  _ 
tian! 

Lionel  P.A.  Muthiah 
New  Rockford,  North  Dakota 

Editorial  bombs 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Aug  16  editorial— "Can  we  be 
grateful  for  the  bomb’?”— was  a  good 
statement  about  the  danger  nuclear 
weapons  pose  for  humanity  and  our 
planet.  I  agree  that  it  is  our  Christian  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  resist  the  use  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  nuclear  weapons. 

Missing  is  the  call  for  us  at  the  same 
time  to  encourage  every  country  that 
possesses  nuclear  weapons  systematical¬ 
ly  to  eliminate  all  of  them  under  the 
scrutiny  of  some  international  body. 

Missing  also  is  any  acknowledgment 


surrender  before  the  bombs  were 
dropped  (why  two?)  and  that  government 
leaders  in  this  country  knew  it. 

I  do  not  believe  any  of  us  should  per-, 
petuate  the  assumption  that  the  bombs 
"led  directly  to  Japan’s  surrender”  when 
there  is  a  serious  question  about  that. 

The  August-September  1985  issue  of 
"Sojourners”  magazine  has  an  article 
entitled  "The  Hiroshima  Decision”  that 
challenges  the  assumption  you  have 
made.  I  hope  you  and  others  will  read  it 
and  at  least  acknowledge  the  debate. 

Charles  Winkler 
Wichita,  Kansas 

What’s  in  a  word? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  on  Chuck' Graham  has  in¬ 
spired  me  to  write  myijrst  letter  to  yoif 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  16).  The  question  is 
“What’s  in  a  word?” 

Chuck  is  quoted,  "Don’t  let  anybody 
ever  tell  you  you’re  crippled.  You  are 
handicapped.” 

That  took  me  back  to  the  time  that  In¬ 
terior  Secretary  James  Watt  lost  his  job 
because  he  called  someone  crippled. 

At  about  that  time  I  heard  an  inter¬ 
view  of  Bill  Veeck,  formerly  active  in 
baseball.  He  was  asked  how  he  managed 
with  his  handicap.  He  replied,  "I’m  not 
handicapped.  I’m  crippled,  but  I’m  not 
handicapped!” 

I  wonder  how  much  of  the  inclusive 
language  problem  really  results  from 
our  biased  understanding  of  words. 

J.  R.  Behrman 
Lafayette  Hill,  Pennsylvania 

Don’t  be  so  hard  on  us 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  July  26  lead  editorial, 
Mr.  Testrake  had  three  previous  trage¬ 
dies  in  his  life  that  helped  lead  him  to  de¬ 
velop  a  relationship  with  God  that  now 
sustains  him  during  times  of  crisis. 

So  don’t  be  so  hard  on  the  majority  of 
other  folks  out  there  who  wait  until  time 
of  crisis  to  establish  a  relationship  with 
God  that  will  sustain  them  during  trying 
and  difficult  times. 

Most  of  the  churches  today  are  not 
training  grounds  for  helping  people  de¬ 
velop  relationships  with  God  that  will 
sustain  them  during  times  of  crisis. 

Martha  Sue  Ledger 
Germantown,  Tennessee 

Reformers  to  do  harm 

To  the  Editor: 

Isn’t  it  about  time  the  unctuous  re¬ 
formers  among  us  faced  reality? 

Ignoring  the  racial  problems  at  home 
after  120  years  of  failed  emancipation, 
like  Don  Quixote  they  go  prancing  off  to 
a  strange  land,  such  as  South  Africa. 
There  they  are  bound  to  do  far  more 
harm  than  good. 

How  the  Russians  must  be  rubbing 
their  hands  in  glee!  Virgil  A  Kraft 

Evanston,  Illinois 

Musicians  need  church 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reference  to  the  Aug.  2  arti¬ 
cle  headlined,  "Worshiper.  Growing  fel¬ 
lowship  shows  concern  for  members’ 
pay,  status.” 

As  every  pastor  knows,  many  business 
and  professional  people  give  service  to  the 
church  without  thought  of  recompense. 

Lawyers  serve  capably.  Accountants 
audit  books  and  serve  as  treasurers.  Sec¬ 
retaries  give  free  service  to  their 


church.  Public-school  teachers  lead 
classes  in  the  Sunday  school. 

The  church  needs  these  talented  musi¬ 
cians  to  enhance  the  worship  services. 
However,  it-  needs  to  be  pointed  out  that 
the  musicians  need  the  church. 

I  move  that  the  denomination  pass  a 
ruling  forbidding  the  use  of  instruments 
and  vocal  soloists  at  worship  for  one 
year.  Then,  let  us  see  who  fares  better— 
the  church  with  its  congregational  acap- 
pella  singing  or  the  unemployed  musi¬ 
cians  with  nowhere  to  use  their  talents. 
Robert  M.  Vowler 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

That’s  ridiculous 

To  the  Editor: 

Jt  is  ridiculous  that  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Annual  Conference  board  “can’t  de¬ 
cide  what  the  term  ‘self-avowed, 
practicing  homosexual’  means,”  (see 
UMR,  July  26). 

If  it  wasn’t  so  pathetic,  it  would  be 
down  right  laughable. 

I’m  sure  Satan  is  laughing! 

Marjorie  W.  Bieber 
China,  Texas 


By  GEORGE  A.  GILLAND 

Sometime  between  June  1969  and  June 
1970,  somewhere  between  Cu  Chi  and  the 
Cambodian  border,  in  some  dusty  bunker 
or  muddy  hole,  a  wall,  real  or  imagined, 
was  built  between  me  and  thee. 

For  the  last  15  years  of  my  life,  I’ve 
been  trying  to  take  it  down.  I  was  so  glad 
to  read  the  Reporter’s  Aug.  9  editorial 
showing  that  someone  else  was  also  try¬ 
ing.  I  want  to  raise  some  questions  about 
the  method  for  tearing  the  wall  or  walls 
down,  for  reconciling  Vietnam  veterans  to 
themselves,  to  Christ  and  to  the  church. 

First,  I’m  not  sure  that  there  will  be 
any  working  out  of  a  national  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  Vietnam  veterans  and  the 
church  at  the  general-jurisdictional-or- 
annual-conference  levels. 

I  question  whether  legislative  bodies, 
regardless  of  how  representative,  can  be 
effective  instru¬ 
ments  of  reconcilia- 1 
tion  given  their 
reasons  for  being 
and  the  nature  of  [ 
their  being.  Any  pro¬ 
nouncement  of  for¬ 
giveness  of  sins  “real 
or  imagined”  by  the 
general  church  George  Gilland 
would  probably  not  be  received  very 
well  by  Vietnam  veterans. 

Given  the  general  church’s  position  on 
the  war  and  its  silence  with  regard  to  Viet¬ 
nam  veterans  and  their  readjustment  prob¬ 
lems  after  1972-75,  the  general  church  is  all 
but  eliminated  from  the  role  of  being  an 
“active  agent"  of  reconciliation. 

Training,  awareness  encouraged 

At  the  same  time,  there  are  some 
things  that  the  church  at  the  annual-con¬ 
ference  level  can  encourage.  Those 
things  have  primarily  to  do  with  pasto¬ 
ral  training  and  awareness. 

My  real  feeling  is  that  any  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  Vietnam  veterans  and  the 
church  must  be  hammered  out  where  it 
always  has  been  hammered  out:  in  the 
local  church  with  good  pastoral  care. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  pastors  have 
always  had  the  difficult  task  of  minister¬ 
ing  to  the  nation’s  returning  veterans.  Pas¬ 
tors  have  been  involved  in  reconciling 
Vietnam  veterans  to  themselves,  to  Christ 
and  the  church  ever  since  the  first  veter¬ 
ans  began  returning  home. 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  providing  pasto¬ 
ral  care  to  Vietnam  veterans  has  been  the 
absence  of  any  real  help  in  addressing  the 
special  concerns  and  needs  of  veterans. 
Pastors  have  been  forced  to  rely  on  skills 
learned  in  seminary  and  refined  in  the  nor¬ 
mal  pastoral  work  of  the  church. 

To  remedy  that  deficiency,  I  recom¬ 
mend  some  things  that  I  believe  might  be 
helpful  even  at  this  late  date. 

First,  I  recommend  three  books  relat¬ 
ed  to  Vietnam  veterans  and  their  identi¬ 
ty.  They  are  “Home  from  the  War: 
Vietnam  Veterans  Neither  Victims  nor 
Executioners”  by  Robert  Jay  Lifton, 
“Touched  With  Fire”  by  John  Wheeler 
and  "A  Long  Time  Passing"  by  Myra 


MacPherson.  They  all  come  from  differ¬ 
ent  perspectives. 

That  is  important  because  Vietnam 
veterans  have  what  I  like  to  call  a  strong 
sense  of  “corporate  individuality.”  There 
is  a  strong  sense  of  belonging  to  a  larger 
community  or  grouping.  At  the  same  . 
time,  there  is  an  almost  fanatical  resis¬ 
tance  to  stereotyping. 

I  am  coming  to  believe  more  and 
more  that  the  most  important  thing  to 
Vietnam  veterans  and  their  reconcilia¬ 
tion  is  the  “story.” 

I  was  visiting  with  a  Vietnam  veteran 
some  time  ago.  Eight  years  before  our  vis¬ 
it,  he  had  attempted  to  tell  a  portion  of  his  ' 
“story”  to  his  wife.  The  story  dealt  with 
the  killing  of  an  elephant  in  a  desperate 
situation  but  in  a  rather  humorous  way. 

His  wife  did  not  understand  the  story 
nor  his  need  to  tell  it  to  her.  She  certain¬ 
ly  did  not  appreciate  his  almost  hysteri¬ 
cal  laughter.  Rather,  she  launched  into 
what  he  described  as  an  hourlong  lecture 
on  what  he  had  killed  being  a  member  of 
an  endangered  species. 

The  veteran  withdrew,  shut  up  and  did 
not  speak  to  anyone  about  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  event  of  his  life,  Vietnam,  for 
eight  years. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Marriage  gives  new  meaning 
to  eating  yogurt  at  midnight 


of  the  argument  that  Japan  was  ready  to 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new  edition  in  Beaver  Falls,  Pa 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read-  the  church’s  members, 
ers  about  750  member-families  of  the 
Chippewa  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  (Western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Annual  Conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 


To  our  new  readers  in  Beaver  Falls 
we  say,  “Welcome."  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  church  paper  interesting 
and  informative  and  that  you  will  join 
with  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter." 


For  the  past  30  years  I’ve  played  the 
part  pretty  well. 

I  went  to  bed  when  I  felt  sleepy,  got  up 
just  in  time,  bought  a  new  dress  whenever 
I  needed  it  and  a  new  car  when  I  didn’t. 

I  ate  yogurt  for  dinner  standing  in  the 
middle  of  my  kitchen  floor— often  at  mid¬ 
night— and  shelled  out  $30  a  month  on 
skin-care  products.  And  I  spent  my  eve- 
nings  at  the  gym  and  my  weekends  fixing 
”!  gourmet  dinners  for 
expectant  beaus. 

A  couple  of  years 
back,  I  filled  a  back¬ 
pack  with  clothes 
and  spent  six  months 
tramping  across  Eu¬ 
rope,  the  Soviet 
Union,  Israel  and 
Susan  Aguren  Egypt. 

I  was  single.  And  for  better  or  worse  I 
prided  myself  on  that  status. 

My  response  to  marriage  bordered  on 
gloating.  I  was  proud  of  my  indepen¬ 
dence.  I  had  experienced  far  too  much 
liberty  to  begin  accounting  for  my  time, 
my  checkbook  and  my  feelings. 

Like  the  world  around  me,  I  wanted  it 
all— love  and  attention  when  I  felt  like 
it,  independence  when  I  needed  it. 

I  justified  my  lifestyle  by  saying  that  I 
had  not  found  anyone  worth  exchanging  it 
for.  Only  my  very  best  friends  knew  that 
underneath  it  all,  I  too  eventually  wanted 
to  marry— when  the  right  man  came 
along— and  yes,  even  have  a  family. 

It  had  been  an  easy  facade  to  hide  be¬ 
hind.  But  how  God  hates  facades.  And 
how  God  must  cringe  when  we  take  our 
life’s  directions  into  our  own  hands. 

In  so  many  other  areas  of  my  life,  I 
submitted  to  the  Lord’s  direction.  When  I 
chose  my  profession,  made  career  moves 
and  major  decisions,  I  sought  the  Lord’s 
direction  and  waited  for  open  doors. 

Nonetheless,  it  was  new  and  a  little 
awkward  when  I  began  taking  my  new¬ 
found  relationship  to  God  as  well.  But 
month  after  month  the  doors  opened  a 
little  wider. 

Suddenly,  I  began  to  realize  that  the 
man  that  had  entered  my  life  was  every¬ 
thing  I  had  held  out  for:  kind,  mature, 
settled,  wise  and,  most  of  all,  a  lover  and 
doer  of  the  Gospel. 

Was  I  ready— finally— to  exchange 
my  freedom  for  life  with  this  man?  Was 
I  willing  to  clear  away  part  of  my  messy 
bathroom  counter,  open  up  my  check¬ 
book  and  succumb  to  letting  him  know 
when  I  wouldn’t  be  home  at  6  o’clock? 

You  bet. 


At  our  wedding  last  month,  we  had 
friends  rise  from  the  congregation  and 
read  Scriptures  that  were  important  to  us. 

One  of  the  most  meaningful  came 
from  Ecclesiastes  4: 

“For  if  they  fall,  one  will  lift  up  his 
fellow;  but  woe  to  him  who  is  alone  when 
he  falls  and  has  not  another  to  lift  him 
up.  Again  if  two  lie  together,  they  are 
warm;  but  how  can  one  be  warm  alone? 
And  though  a  man  might  prevail  against 
one  who  is  alone,  two  will  withstand  him. 
A  threefold  cord  is  not  quickly  broken.” 

Eating  yogurt  with  somebody  else  in 
the  middle  of  the  kitchen  at  midnight  is  a 
lot  more  fun— and  meaningful. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Stories  need  to  be  heard 

When  I  came  along,  we  exchanged 
some  catch  words.  Then  the  story  burst 
from  him.  With  it  came  acceptance,  re¬ 
lease  and  healing.  Pastors  need  to  be 
able  to  hear  and  accept  the  stories  of 
Vietnam  veterans. 

To  begin  to  be  able  to  do  that,  I  would 
like  to  suggest  some  stories  in  the  form 
of  reading  material. 

I  recommend:  “Everything  We  Had” 
by  A1  Santoni,  “Bloods”  by  Wallace  Ter¬ 
ry,  “Charlie  Company:  What  Vietnam 
Did  to  Us”  by  Peter  Goldman  and  Tony 
Fuller  and  “The  Thirteenth  Valley”  by 
John  M.  Del  Vecchio. 

There  are  also  two  movies  that  could 
be  invaluable  for  the  learning  experi¬ 
ence  of  pastors  and  concerned  laypeople. 

“Coming  Home”  has  the  most  authentic 
presentation  of  Vietnam  Veteran  rage  that 
I  have  ever  experienced,  other  than  my- 
own.  That  rage  has  to  be  faced,  handled 
and  dealt  with  before  veterans  can  move 
on  to  reconciliation  and  wholeness. 

The  other  movie  is  “The  Deerhunter,” 
the  classic  Vietnam  veteran  movie 
What  is  important  to  recognize  about 
“The  Deerhunter”  is  that  it  is  not  about 
the  Vietnam  War.  It  is  about  Vietnam 
veterans  and  their  return. 

The  symbols  in  the  movie  are  quite 
powerful.  An  interpreter  of  those  sym¬ 
bols  could  be  very  helpful  in  the  use  of 
the  movie  as  a  training  aid  or  learning- 
experience  for  church  people. 

Reconciliation  must  happen  at  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  level.  It  must  happen  between 
parishioners  and  pastors.  The  annual- 
conference  may  become  involved  by  en¬ 
couraging  and  scheduling  training 
opportunities  for  its  pastors. 

Vietnam  veterans  are  involved  in  the 
church  as  laypeople,  ministers  and  heal¬ 
ing  professionals.  If  the  church  and  pas¬ 
tors  are  concerned  about  healing  an 
impasse  and  aiding  in  the  healing  of  peo¬ 
ple,  I  encourage  you,  them,  us,  to  check 
out  the  possibilities. 

You  also  need  to  know  that  in  reading 
this  story,  you  have  aided  me  and  others 
in  taking  a  few  more  bricks  down  from 
our  walls.  Thanks. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is-  ■ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor.  the  Rev.  George  A.  Gilland.  is 
pastor  of  Highland  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Elmer  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Altus,  Okla.  (Okla¬ 
homa  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


There's  Something  SPECIAL 
About  World  Service 
Special  Gifts 


World  Service  Special  Gifts 
offer  nine  ways  to  designate 
your  giving  to  special  ap¬ 
proved  ministries  of  your 
church. 

Among  the  nine  approved 
projects  are  one  internship 
and  two  scholarship  programs, 
three  media  ministries,  two 
projects  to  build  ecumenical 
understanding  and  a  program 
to  preserve  annual  conference 
records. 


Do  something  SPECIAL. 


Give  to 

World  Service  Special  Gifts. 

For  more  information,  contact: 
United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations.  1200  Davis  St..  Evan¬ 
ston.  IL  60201-4195. 

WORLD  SERVICE 

6PECIRLI 
l/TDom  GIFT6I 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— The  distinction  of  having 
the  most  penalized  college  football  pro¬ 
gram  in  history  now  belongs  to  a  univer¬ 
sity  with  “Methodist”  in  its  name. 

Southern  Methodist  University’s  latest 
conviction  for  rules  violations  in  recruit¬ 
ing  high  school  athletes  has  garnered  a 
barrage  of  negative  national  attention— 
but  mostly  on  the  sports  pages. 

Almost  no  media  attention  has  been 
focused  on  the  school’s  United  Methodist 
tie  or  questioned  the  church’s  moral  in¬ 
fluence  on  it.  There  has  been  little  public 
response  from  United  Methodist  leaders 
regarding  the  SMU  scandal. 

The  Reporter  sought  to  fill  in  those 
gaps  in  calls  to  a  number  of  United 
Methodist  leaders  last  week. 

Several  leaders  said  they  are  deeply 
upset  at  what  SMJU’s  troubles  may  do  to 
the  image  of  all  UM  schools. 

SMU's  “national  outlaw”  image  (as 
one  sportswriter  phrased  it)  raises  ques¬ 
tions  about  whether  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  real  influence  at  its 
schools,  they  said. 

"Many  of  our  institutions  just  aren’t 
much  affected  by  the  church’s  values,” 
one  bishop  said. 

A  few  church  leaders  suggested  SMU 
might  need  to  consider  shutting  down  its 
perennially  powerful  football  program 
before  the  whole  school  is  tainted  by  it. 


Some  others  said  they  believe  the  foot¬ 
ball  program  can  be  controlled  and  that 
implications  of  the  scandal  at  SMU  are 
limited  to  the  athletic  department. 

More,  though,  said  the  scandal  is 
symptomatic  of  a  problem  much  broad¬ 
er  than  athletics  or  SMU:  too  many  UM- 
related  institutions  have  society’s 
values— not  the  church’s— at  their  core. 

Those  leaders  called  for  the  church  to 
be  more  assertive  of  its  values. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  (the  denomination’s  high¬ 
er  education  oversight  group)  last  week 
decided  to  devote  part  of  the  senate’s 
next  meeting  to  determine  how  it  can 
both  promote  and  police  ethics  in  all  en¬ 
deavors  of  UM-related  schools  (see  box). 

SMU  on  probation  six  times 

SMU  is  the  fourth  largest  of  128  UM- 
related  schools. 

It  is  owned  by  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  of  the  church.  All  10  of  the  juris- 
diction’s  bishops  serve  on  SMU’s 
85-member  Board  of  Trustees.  One  sits 
on  the  16-member  Board  of  Governors 
created  by  the  trustees  to  do  most  de¬ 
tailed  decisionmaking. 

The  Reporter  was  able  to  get  inter¬ 
views  with  seven  of  the  10  bishops  as 
well  as  other  church  leaders. 

All  people  interviewed  said  they  are 
sick  at  SMU’s  inability  — after  being 
caught  repeatedly— to  abide  by  rules. 


University  Senate  to  hold 
session  on  schools 9  ethics 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  denomination’s 
University  Senate  is  scheduled  to  con¬ 
sider  setting  up  criteria  and  policing 
mechanisms  for  ethical  conduct  at 
United  Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities,  its  staff  executive  said 
last  week. 

The  new  penalties  levied  against 
Southern  Methodist  University  by  the 
National  Collegiate  Athletic  Associa¬ 
tion  last  month  “created  the  environ¬ 
ment  for  the  discussion,”  said  the  Rev. 
Julius  Scott,  a  former  college  president 
and  now  head  of  the  church’s  division 
of  higher  education. 

In  the  past,  the  University  Senate  has 
acted  quickly  to  monitor,  inspect  and 
censure,  if  necessary,  UM-related 
schools  because  of  fiscal  mismanage¬ 
ment  or  the  lowering  of  academic  stan¬ 
dards,  Dr.  Scott  told  the  Reporter. 

But  the  senate  hasn’t  had  procedures 
for  dealing  with  schools  whose  prac¬ 


tices  “block  the  clear  witness  to  Chris¬ 
tian  mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  he  said. 

At  a  regularly  scheduled  meeting 
last  week,  the  University  Senate’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  decided  to  make 
ethical  concerns  a  major  agenda  item 
at  the  senate’s  next  meeting  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  he  said. 

“We  talked  quite  a  bit  about  this  and 
felt  that  we  can’t  let  the  NCAA  be 
more  moralistic  than  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,”  Dr.  Scott  said. 

"This  is  not  just  about  SMU’s  football 
problems.  We  have  another  school, 
Westminster  College  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
that  has  been  censured  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Association  of  University  Profes¬ 
sors.  It  shut  down  one  day,  reopened 
the  next  under  a  new  name  and  hired 
back  only  some  of  the  tenured  professors. 
Some  of  our  schools  have  been  hit  with 
suits  on  sexual  harassment  and  discrimi¬ 
nation.  ’  ’  -  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


SMU  last  month  was  slapped  with  the 
severest  penalties  in  National  Collegiate 
Athletic  Association  history  for  36  re¬ 
cruiting  violations  mainly  tied  to  alumni 
“boosters”. 

That  was  the  sixth  time  since  1958  and 
the  fourth  time  since  1974  that  SMU  foot¬ 
ball  has  been  placed  on  probation. 

Among  the  penalties,  it  is  barred  from 
bowl  games  for  two  seasons,  from  TV 
broadcasts  one  season  and  from  giving 
any  football  scholarships  next  year  and 
only  a  limited  number  the  following  year. 

The  latest  NCAA  investigation  began  in 
March  1983  while  SMU  still  was  on  proba¬ 
tion  from  the  last  set  of  infractions. 

Some  major  violations  of  recruiting 
rules  occurred  after  SMU  was  told  it  was 
under  investigation.  One  player’s  family 
was  given  $5,000  and  moved  to  Dallas 
where  the  unemployed  father  was  pro¬ 
vided  a  job. 

‘Something’s  out  of  control’ 

“It  makes  me  wonder  why  we  bother 
to  continue  to  say  it  is  a  Methodist  school 
and  own  it  if  we  are  not  going  to  have 
more  control  over  it,”  said  the  president 
of  the  denomination’s  division  of  higher 
education. 

“I  can’t  understand  why  SMU  can’t  get 
its  act  together.  It  has  been  found  guilty 
so  many  times,”  continued  Nancy  Car- 
ruth,  a  laywoman  from  Bunkie,  La. 

Although  SMU  officials  have  empha¬ 
sized  that  the  latest  violations  are  the 
work  of  alumni  and  not  of  staff,  many 
United  Methodists  last  week  were  saying 
it  is  hard  to  believe  repeated  violations 
would  occur  if  there  weren’t  something 
wrong  with  the  general  ethical  climate 
surrounding  the  school. 

“Sixth  violation?  That’s  horrendous,” 
said  the  Rev.  Julius  Scott,  executive  of 
United  Methodists’  national  office  of 
higher  education  in  Nashville. 

“Something  is  out  of  tontrol  at  SMU," 
he  said. 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  (Kansas  Area) 
told  the  Reporter:  “Not  just  SMU  but  a 
number  of  our  institutions  including  hos¬ 
pitals  have  been  infiltrated  or  overcome 
by  society’s  standards  of  winning— in 
sports,  business,  international  affairs. 

“The  alumni  apparently  forgot  or  nev¬ 
er  learned  what  the  school  stands  for.  I 
get  the  feeling  that  students  at  SMU 
hardly  realize  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  any  connection  to  the 
school,”  he  said. 

Climate  of  wealth  at  fault? 

Perhaps  the  Dallas  climate  idealizing 
success  and  wealth  is  to  blame  for 
SMU’s  being  in  trouble  so  often,  some 
bishops  said. 

Several  bishops  said  real  control  over 


Southern  Methodist  University  Presi¬ 
dent  Donald  Shields  is  credited  with 
moving  ethical  concerns  toward  center 
of  United  Methodists’  fourth  largest 
school.  But  his  and  others’  inability  to 
halt  repeated  violations  of  sports  rules 
has  caused  some  church  leaders  to  ques¬ 
tion  if  winning  is  top  value  at  SMU. 

SMU  resides  among  wealthy  Dallas  busi¬ 
nessmen  who,  as  one  bishop  put  it, 
“mean  well  but  don’t  stress  higher  ethi¬ 
cal  values  the  way  the  church  would." 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area)  said  he  hopes  the  current  athletic 
scandal  will  give  impetus  for  the  church 
to  pay  more  attention  to  its  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  institutions  and  specifically  for 
the  SMU  Board  of  Trustees  to  become 
more  than  a  report-hearing  group. 

He  noted  that  United  Methodist  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  delegates  every 
four  years  have  the  power  to  accept 
SMU’s  nominees  for  the  Board  of  Trustees 
or  to  name  their  own.  The  latter  is  a  power 
not  exercised  in  a  long  time,  he  said. 

“The  jurisdiction  doesn’t  know  how  to 
exercise  its  leadership,"  he  said. 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  (Missouri  Area) 
said  he  is  bothered  by  the  emphasis  on 
choosing  trustees  who  have  money  or 
who  can  get  money.  "All  our  institutions 
need  some  of  those  people,  but  there  also 
is  a  need  for  other  kinds  that  the  church 
might  suggest.” 

Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  (North¬ 
west  Texas-New  Mexico  Area)  said  he  is 
willing  to  wait  and  see  if  the  current 
group  controlling  SMU  is  tough  enough 
in  demanding  and  setting  a  high  moral 
climate. 

“There  has  been  a  movement  over 
several  years  to  put  the  power  in  the 
hands  of  Dallas  business  leaders  on  the 
Board  of  Governors,”  he  said.  “They  are 
power  people  who  give  a  lot  of  money.  If 
you  decide  to  play  the  power  game  with 


UMC  minister  takes  lead  against  Klan 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STATESVILLE,  N.C.-A  history  of  heavy  Ku  Klux 
Klan  activity  in  this  town  of  20,000  prompted  one  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  to  do  more  about  it  than  just 
shake  his  head  in  disgust. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Young,  senior  pastor  of  Broad 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  has  organized  an  in¬ 
terracial,  ecumenical  group  of  church  and  community 
leaders  to  “do  something"  about  the  Klan. 

In  July  the  group  issued  a  “resolution  of  conscience 
and  concern”  that  spoke  against  Klan  activities  in 
Statesville,  45  miles  north  of  Charlotte,  N.C. 

“The  Klan  does  not  represent  this  community,”  Dr. 
Young  said.  “However  we  feel  that  our  area  (Iredell 
County)  has  a  negative  image  due  to  the  frequent 
amount  of  Klan  activity  here.  According  to  ‘Klan- 
Watch,’  an  Atlanta-based  group  that  monitors  national 
Klan  activities,  Iredell  County  has  had  80  to  84  Klan- 
related  incidents  in  the  past  four  years,  which  is  the 
highest  in  the  United  States. 

“Most  recently  the  Klan  burned  crosses  near  the 
homes  of  two  black  families  in  the  area  and  fired  gun¬ 
shots  into  the  home  of  another  black  family. 

Klan  mentality  protested 

“Our  document  states  that  we  protest  the  mentality, 
philosophy  and  position  of  the  Klan,”  he  said.  “And  we 
hope  the  resolution  will  precipitate  others  to  take  a 
public  position  against  the  Klan.  When  one  is  hurt,  we 
all  are  hurt. 

"We  are  speaking  against  the  Klan  because  of  its 
sinful  nature,”  Dr.  Young  explained.  “They  seek  to  ex¬ 
alt  one  group  of  people  over  another,  and  no  one  has 
the  right  to  degrade  or  belittle  others.  Any  such  ac¬ 
tions  or  attitudes  are  contrary  to  the  will  of  God.  God 
has  made  all  persons  in  the  image  of  God.” 

The  20  church  and  community  leaders  who  initiated 


the  resolution  included  five  other  United  Methodist 
ministers  as  well  as  Southern  Baptist,  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  ministers,  members  of 
the  city’s  chamber  of  commerce,  sheriff  and  police  de¬ 
partments  and  a  representative  from  the  school  board. 

According  to  Dr.  Young  each  group  member  is  to 
take  the  document  back  to  his  or  her  respective  orga¬ 
nization  for  adoption.  Thus  far  the  Statesville  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  and  the  city  council  have  adopted 
the  resolution. 

G.  Daniel  Hearn,  president  of  the  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce,  was  a  part  of  the  group  that  wrote  the  resolu¬ 
tion.  He  told  the  Reporter,  “We  want  a  positive  image 
of  Statesville.  We  have  a  situation  with  the  Klan  that 
can  tarnish  that  image,  and  it  was  time  to  take  a  look 
and  see  what  needed  to  be  done.” 

Wide  effect  expected 

Mr.  Hearn,  an  active  United  Methodist  layman,  is 
enthusiastic  about  the  resolution  and  is  making  plans 
for  it  to  have  far-reaching  effects.  “I  want  the  resolu¬ 
tion  to  be  a  catalyst  all  over  the  state,”  he  said.  "We 
will  be  sharing  it  with  other  chambers  of  commerce  in 
North  Carolina,  just  as  members  of  our  city  coun¬ 
cil  will  share  the  resolution  with  other  North  Carolina 
city  councils." 

The  administrative  board  of  1,250-member  Broad 
Street  UMC  also  has  adopted  the  document,  Dr.  Young 
said.  “My  congregation  responded  very  positively  to 
the  resolution.  Members  said  they  are  pleased  that  we 
are  speaking  for  them.  A  lot  of  people  are  opposed  to 
the  Klan  but  haven’t  been  given  the  opportunity  to  say 
so.  They  can  respond  with  a  loud  and  clear  voice  by 
approving  this  resolution.  A  lot  of  folks  have  been 
waiting  for  this  chance. 

“Law  enforcement  officials  tell  us  that  Klan  mem¬ 


bers  who  gather  in  our  area  are  coming  from  other 
places.  Perhaps  the  resolution  will  influence  people 
who  allow  the  Klan  to  meet  on  their  property  to 
change  their  minds.  Also  it  may  give  Klan  members 
some  food  for  thought  to  reflect  on  their  involvement. 
We’d  be  pleased  if  our  voices  affected  them  and  they 
decreased  in  numbers  and  activity.” 

Dr.  Young,  50,  admitted  that  this  was  his  first  time 
to  take  a  public  stance  against  the  Klan.  But  he  added 
that  he  has  been  an  outspoken  advocate  for  racial  in¬ 
clusiveness  for  many  years.  Prior  to  his  appointment 
to  Broad  Street  church  two  years  ago  he  served  as 
dean  of  the  chapel  at  UM-related  Duke  University  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  10  years. 

Newspaper  article  helped 

He  told  the  Reporter  that  he  was  prompted  to  orga¬ 
nize  the  group  by  an  article  in  the  "Charlotte  Observ¬ 
er”  newspaper 

"One  reporter  attended  several  local  Klan  meetings 
and  wrote  about  his  experiences  in  a  series  of  articles. 
The  reporter’s  closing  sentence  in  the  final  article  was 
challenging,”  he  recalled.  “In  effect  the  writer  said,  "If 
Klan  activity  is  not  the  will  of  the  good  people  then  the 
good  people  should  speak  up.’  That’s  what  the  resolu¬ 
tion  is  trying  to  get  people  to  do.” 

Dr.  Young  said  that  organizing  the  group  also  taught 
him  another  lesson.  “The  amazing  thing  to  me  was 
that  all  of  the  people  asked  to  participate  were  eager 
to  respond.  I’ve  been  told  this  is  a  landmark  coming 
together  for  this  city.  It’s  good  when  the  church  can 
reach  out  to  deal  with  substantive  issues  and  find  oth¬ 
ers  ready  to  join  us.  Maybe  we  should  have  others  join 
us  more  often  rather  than  taking  the  ‘Lone  Ranger’ 
style.  There’s  a  good  lesson  to  be  learned  by  working 
together." 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


them,  you  have  to  be  prepared  to  lose 
their  money.  But  I’ll  put  morality  over 
money  if  that’s  what  is  needed.” 

Halt  football  if  in  way’ 

If  the  football  program  continues  to 
get  in  the  way  of  SMU  President  Donald 
Shields’  efforts  to  emphasize  quality  edu¬ 
cation,  Bishop  Handy  said,  “we  may 
have  to  shut  football  down. 

“I’m  a  sports  nut.  But  if  we  can’t  con¬ 
trol  the  alumni,  we  may  have  to  do  like 
Tulane  University  and  the  University  of 
San  Francisco  when  they  had  problems 
and  just  abolish  the  sports  program.” 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area) 
said  he  wanted  to  speak  against  the  idea 
that  only  the  bishops  represent  the 
church  on  boards  like  SMU’s.  Half  the 
SMU  trustees  have  to  be  United  Method¬ 
ists.  Every  one  of  them,  mostly  layper¬ 
sons,  ought  to  understand  the  church’s 
values  and  represent  those  values  on  the 
board,  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

Bishop  Handy,  however,  said  he  fears 
few  United  Methodists  on  the  SMU  board 
even  realize  they  are  chosen  to  be  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  church’s  values  because 
they  are  nominated  by  the  board  and  not 
the  church. 

Bishop  Hicks  (Kansas  Area)  said  the 
fact  that  some  alumni  guilty  of  the  re¬ 
cruiting  violations  are  United  Methodists 
illustrates  “the  great  void  in  our  denomi¬ 
nation  between  being  a  member  of  our 
churches  and  being  influenced  by  the 
Christian  values  of  our  church’s  heri¬ 
tage.  Too  many  of  our  laypersons  have 
trouble  knowing  what  discipleship  to  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  means.” 

Ethics  said  moving  to  center 

Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oliphint  (Houston 
Area)  said  it  should  be  expected  that  any 
UM-related  school  would  have  the  high¬ 
est  ethical  standards  in  its  conduct  and 
teaching. 

One  of  the  sources  of  pain  from  the  re¬ 
cent  sports  problems,  he  said,  is  that  the 
bishops  have  been  increasingly  pleased 
with  President  Shields'  efforts  to  make 
the  church’s  tie  to  SMU  meaningful  and 
to  move  ethical  concerns  to  the  center  of 
teaching. 

“I  don’t  want  people  to  get  the  idea 
that  the  bishops  are  not  concerned  or 
don’t  have  a  voice,”  Bishop  Oliphint  said, 
noting  that  the  bishops  have  pressed 
President  Shields  for  two  years  on  in¬ 
creasing  church  ties. 

The  bishops  gave  Dr.  Shields,  presi¬ 
dent  since  1980,  high  marks  for  meeting 
with  them  and  telephoning  and  writing 
for  advice  on  ethical  issues. 

The  Rev.  John  Deschner,  on  the  facul¬ 
ty  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU, 
said  he  believes  the  football  scandal  is 
not  indicative  of  a  trend  at  SMU  but, 
rather,  goes  against  a  recent  trend  of 
stressing  ethical  values  in  education. 

President  Shields  last  fall  asked  Dr. 
Deschner  to  present  a  paper  on  “SMU: 


The  Meaning  of  its  Church  Relatedness 
and  Independence.” 

Dr  Shields  told  the  Reporter  last  week 
that  he  affirms  the  paper  as  a  standard 
for  the  school  and  Dr.  Deschner’s  state¬ 
ment  that  SMU  should  be  a  place  where 
people  “get  their  values  in  order.” 

Dr.  Shields  said  another  example  of 
the  school’s  attempt  to  be  true  to  its 
United  Methodist  roots  is  the  recent  es¬ 
tablishment  of  two  endowed  chairs  of 
ethics  which  will  inform  studies  in  all 
SMU’s  schools. 

‘Don’t  broadbrush  SMU,  Dallas’ 

The  SMU  president  acknowledged  the 
university  is  guilty  of  the  athletic  viola¬ 
tions  charged  to  it  and  deserves  to  be 
punished. 

But  he  said  it  is  unfair  to  use  a  “broad¬ 
brush”  to  paint  the  whole  university  or 
the  Dallas  "climate”  because  of  the  lack 
of  integrity  of  a  few  alumni. 

He  was  asked  why  anybody  should 
have  confidence  in  promises  that  SMU 
will  keep  its  house  in  order  when  similar 
promises  a  few  years  ago  have  been  bro¬ 
ken  by  alumni  willing  to  help  SMU  get 
what  one  bishop  called  “the  best  ama¬ 
teur  athletes  money  can  buy." 

“We  thought  we  were  fastidious 
enough  last  time,”  Dr.  Shields  answered. 
"But  this  time  we’ve  had  more  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  alumni  and  board  of 
governors  to  make  clear  the  importance 
of  integrity  in  the  athletic  program.  " 

He  noted  that  many  people  would  feel 
that  he  was  more  serious  about  prevent¬ 
ing  repeats  of  recent  history  if  he  fired 
the  head  football  coach  or  the  athletic 
director. 

"I  have  examined  them  extensively 
for  possible  involvements  in  the  viola¬ 
tions  and  found  none,"  Dr.  Shields  said. 

"I  would  lack  integrity  if  I  fired  them 
when  I’m  convinced  they  are  innocent. 
But  I  would  do  it  in  a  minute  if  it  is  es¬ 
tablished  they  did  have  involvement.” 

Bishop  John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area)  and  Bishop  Oliphint  were 
especially  strong  in  stating  they  believe 
the  violations  will  stop. 

Bishop  Russell  is  the  only  official 
church  representative  on  the  Board  of 
Governors.  He  declined  to  talk  about 
how  the  board  views  the  current  situa¬ 
tion  because  "all  our  meetings  are  confi¬ 
dential." 

But  he  said  the  main  difference  this 
time  from  last  in  ensuring  an  athletic 
program  with  integrity  is  the  impact  of 
severe  penalties  and  the  threat  of  the 
NCAA’s  new,  so-called  gas  chamber 
rule.  Under  that  rule,  a  school  like  SMU 
would  be  forced  to  shut  down  its  football 
program  for  two  years  if  it  gets  in  trou¬ 
ble  while  still  on  probation  from  other 
infractions. 

President  Shields  said  he  would  not  wait 
for  the  NCAA  if  more  problems  occur:  “I 
want  the  Methodist  community  to  know 
that  we  take  these  matters  seriously.” 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 
In  this  1981  photo,  the  Rev.  Abel  Hendricks  (left)  receives  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  peace  award  from  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary,  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council.  Dr.  Hale  and  other  world  church  leaders  have  protested  the 
Aug.  29  arrest  of  Mr.  Hendricks  on  unspecified  charges  related  to  racial  un¬ 
rest  in  his  native  country  of  South  Africa. 


Powerful  testimony 

that  God  provides  steady 
navigation  through  stormy 
seas. 

Nuclear  winter .  .  .  Latin  Ameri¬ 
ca  ..  .  divorce  .  .  .  child  abuse.  . 
and  on  and  on.  The  world  is  an 
uncertain  place. 

But  William  H.  Hinson,  senior 
pastor  of  the  largest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  anywhere,  shows 
the  “wordly-weary”  that  uncer¬ 
tainty  and  doubt  can  be  over¬ 
come.  In  Solid  Living  in  a 
Shattered  World,  Hinson 
demonstrates  how  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  are  fresher  and  more 
relevant  than  anything  out  of  Time  magazine. 
Only  God,  he  says,  can  provide  that  oft- 
sought  but  seldom-found  pillar  of  stability  ;  he 
can  instill  confidence  in  the  midst  of  despair 
for  any  who  listen  to  him. 


Cokesbury 


Hinson’s  new  book  is  an  important  rallying 
call  for  Christians  everywhere  who  seek  to 
have  their  lives  transformed  into  beacons  of 
certainty  and  wholeness.  Abingdon. 
A01-390486.  $8.95 
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World  Methodist  leaders  ‘indignant’  over  arrests 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C. -Officials 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  voiced 
the  “indignation  of  Methodists  the  world 
over”  Aug.  28  at  the  arrest  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  of  the  Rev.  Abel  Hendricks,  twice 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  and  recipient  of  the 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award. 


NEW  YORK— Protestant  leaders  in 
the  United  States  and  South  Africa  and 
at  least  18  members  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
have  issued  strong  denunciations  of  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  for  his  criticisms  of 
Anglican  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  Jo¬ 
hannesburg. 

Statements  reiterating  church  support 
of  the  Nobel  Prize-winning  black  bishop 
and  condemning  apartheid  were  issued 
by  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Beyers  Naude,  general 
Secretary  of  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches;  Bishop  Philip  Cousin,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
in  the  U.S.,  and  the  Rev.  Avery  Post, 
president  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

The  statements  came  in  response  to 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Falwell  during 
and  after  his  five-day  trip  to  South  Afri¬ 
ca.  Mr.  Falwell,  who  called  Bishop  Tutu 


News  accounts  received  in  the  United 
States  said  Dr.  Hendricks  and  14  others 
were  taken  into  custody  as  police,  swing¬ 
ing  whips  and  clubs,  waded  into  approxi¬ 
mately  3,000  demonstrators  in  a 
mixed-race  township  near  Cape  Town. 

The  march  had  been  called  by  the 
Rev.  Allan  Boesak  in  support  of  Nelson 
Mandela,  imprisoned  South  African 


a  phony,  said  that  during  his  tour  of  the 
country,  during  which  he  visited  with 
President  P.  W.  Botha,  he  had  "yet  to 
find  one  person— black,  white,  coloured 
or  Indian— who  wants  disinvestment." 

In  Washington  18  Republican  mem: 
bers  of  Congress  accused  Mr.  Falwell  of 
committing  an  “abomination”  by  wrap¬ 
ping  the  South  African  system  of  racial 
apartheid  in  “the  robe  of  Christianity.” 

In  a  tough  statement,  the  moderate 
Republicans  denounced  the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority  leader  for  his  support  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  South  Africa  and  his  attacks 
on  Bishop  Tutu. 

Using  religious  language,  the  lawmak¬ 
ers  continued:  “To  clothe  apartheid  in 
the  robe  of  Christianity  is  an  abomina¬ 
tion-one  good  people  cannot  ignore  and 
will  not  accept.  No  element  of  the  Ju- 


black  leader.  The  detention  of  the  15 
came  on  the  heels  of  the  arrest  Aug.  27 
of  Dr.  Boesak,  president  of  the  World  Al¬ 
liance  of  Reformed  Churches  and  one  of 
South  Africa’s  best  known  non- white 
leaders. 

Officials  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
(WMC)  called  for  Dr.  Hendricks’  “im¬ 
mediate  release”  and  his  “restoration  to 


deo-Christian  philosophy  can  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  justification  for  apartheid. 

In  South  Africa,  Dr.  Naude,  in  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  U.S.  church  council,  said: 
“(Dr.  Falwell’s)  uncritical  support  of  the 
policies  of  the  South  African  government 
could  be  excused  as  mere  ignorance  if  it 
were  not  for  the  awful  realities  of  theSouth 
African  situation  that  he  glosses  over. 

“Did  Dr.  Falwell  not  read  a  single  pa¬ 
per  when  he  was  here?  Did  he  not  hear  of 
the  daily  deaths,  the  shootings,  the  beat¬ 
ings  by  the  police,  the  escalating  vio¬ 
lence  of  these  days?"  asked  the  South 
African  churchman.  “If  he  did,  should  he 
not,  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  have 
made  at  least  some  reference  to  the 
suffering  of  this  land?  Or  does  he  despise 
our  people?  The  word  of  God  warns  of 
false  prophets  who  call  ‘Peace,  peace 
when  there  is  no  peace.’  ” 


his  ministry  in  Cape  Town.” 

Signed  by  retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  Atlanta 
and  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale  of  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  the  statement  asked  for  the  “sup¬ 
port  of  all  governments”  in  behalf  of  Dr. 
Hendricks.  Bishop  Cannon  chairs  the 
WMC  Executive  Committee,  and  Dr. 
Hale  is  general  secretary  of  the  council 
which  has  more  than  60  member 
churches  in  90  countries. 

"We  are  equally  troubled  and  con¬ 
cerned  at  the  arrest  of  Allan  Boesak  who 
heads  a  sister  world  communion,”  the 
WMC  statement  said. 
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RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  inilial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth- 
erwise  approved  in  advance _ 

DIRECTOR  WESLEY-RANKIN  Community  Cen- 
ler  Dallas.  TX  Skills:  management  of  personnel, 
volunteers,  physical  plant,  finances,  programs  til 
ages  Effective  fund-raising  Experience  this  or 
related  field  Bilingual  Eleanor  Lydick,  413  Ridge- 
haven,  Richardson,  TX  75080. 

VACATION  COTTAGE  FOR  RENT  -  Two-bedroom 

log  cottage  in  the  Great  Smokev  Mountains  (Maggie 
Valley.  NC)  Night  $50  Week  $300  Picture  on  re¬ 
quest  Mike  and  Brenda  Cox.  (803)  963-5333 

DIHECTOR  t.F  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  2.500-member  church  with  large,  active  church 
school  Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  Oct.  1 
Send  resume  to  Curl  Olson.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P  O  Box  707.  Longview  TX  75606 
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Mission  board  experiments  in  orientation 

New  missionaries  have  cross-cultural  exchanges  in  Third  World 


By  ROBERTA  B  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

MONTERREY.  MEX.-The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
World  Division  recently  tried  an  experi¬ 
ment  in  missionary  orientation. 

Rather  than  give  final  training  to  its 
new  missionaries  in  the  usual  setting  of 
an  ecumenical  training  center  near  New 
York,  the  division  arranged  three  weeks 
of  cross-cultural  living  in  this  northern 
Mexican  capital  city. 

Such  experiences  as  siesta  (given  a 
"five-star"  rating  by  participants),  cold 
showers  (when  there  was  water)  and  a 
casual  sense  of  time  (speakers  and  buses 
arriving  late,  what  should  have  been  45- 
minute  trips  taking  two  hours)  became 
part  of  a  "cram  course”  intended  to  pre¬ 
pare  16  new  missionaries  for  service  in 
the  Caribbean,  Central  America.  Africa, 
and  Asia. 

First  in  Third  World  country 

This  was  the  missionary  sending  agen¬ 
cy’s  first  attempt  at  missionary  orienta¬ 
tion  in  a  Third  World  country.  It  was 
hosted  at  the  Juan  Wesley  Seminary  by 
the  Frontier  Conference  of  the  autono¬ 
mous  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico. 

In  this  non-English  environment,  cul¬ 
ture  shock— a  major  topic  covered  in  the 
three- week  session— became  immediate¬ 
ly  real  as  the  five  couples,  their  respec¬ 
tive  young  children,  and  the  six 
unmarried  men  making  up  the  group 
struggled  to  adapt  to  differences  in  food 


and  to  August  heat  without  air-condition¬ 
ing. 

The  cross-cultural  setting  was  rein¬ 
forced  in  the  daily  participant-directed 
worship  which  included  songs  in  Spanish 
as  well  as  English.  Spirited  group  sing¬ 
ing  of  these  and  a  seemingly  inexhaust¬ 
ible  number  of  hymns  and  spirituals 
characterized  the  frequent,  sometimes 
long,  rides  in  chartered  school  buses  to 
visit  such  places  as  homes  for  boys  or 
the  Salvation  Army  or  to  attend  a  typi¬ 
cal  Mexican  "day  in  the  country,”  or  to 
worship  in  a  small-town  church. 

The  orientation  curriculum  also  re¬ 
flected  the  location.  For  example,  a 
Mexican  economist  spoke  to  the  group 
on  the  Mexican  economy.  This  supple¬ 
mented  a  U.S.  economist’s  presentation 
of  an  overview  of  global  economics  and 
of  the  economics  pertaining  to  each 
country  to  which  the  new  missionaries 
will  go. 

In  addition  to  topics  like  theology  of 
mission,  relationships  with  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  with  supporting 
churches,  and  practical  matters  like  vi¬ 
sas  and  health,  the  course  touched  on 
such  local  specifics  as  the  Mexican  edu¬ 
cational  system.  This  was  introduced  as 
an  example  of  Third  World  education. 

"Like  most  Third  World  countries,” 
university  professor  Ruth  Hernandez 
told  the  missionaries,  "Mexico  has  a 
very  young  population— over  50  percent 
of  the  population  being  under  20." 

The  legal  educational  requirement  in 


Mexico,  she  said,  is  ninth  grade,  “but 
that  doesn’t  happen."  Although  Mexico 
has  made  a  strong  effort  to  get  educa¬ 
tion  to  all  children,  she  said,  even  in 
Monterrey  (where  schools  are  relatively 
accessible  and  may  run  three  four-hour 
shifts  a  day)  two  percent  of  the  children 
do  not  go  to  elementary  school. 

Warnings  given  of  culture  shock 

In  a  series  of  lectures  on  cross-cultur¬ 
al  living,  anthropologist  Darrell  White- 
man  told  the  group  of  new  missionaries 
that  culture  shock  is  an  occupational  dis¬ 
ease  of  missionaries  and  other  people 
suddenly  transported  abroad  to  live  in 
another  culture. 

After  the  initial  excitement  of  being 
overseas,  the  exotic  becomes  frustrat¬ 
ing,  said  Dr.  Whiteman,  a  former  United 
Methodist  missionary  who  teaches  cul 
tural  anthropology  at  Asbury  Theologi 
cal  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

Although  seldom  fatal,  culture  shock 
can  bring  on  cancer,  suicide,  nervous 
breakdowns  and  other  debilitating  condi¬ 
tions,  said  Dr.  Whiteman.  It  can  cause 
missionaries  to  give  up  and  go  home. 

The  primary  cause  of  culture  shock, 
he  said,  is  the  anxiety  that  comes  from 
losing  all  familiar  signs  of  social  inter¬ 
action-language  and  "the  thousand  and 
one  ways  we  pick  up  on  what  to  do." 

Interpretations  of  facial  and  hand  ges¬ 
tures  vary  from  culture  to  culture,  and 
even  such  a  basic  function  as  how  to  "use 

Orientation 
ends  lengthy 
entry  steps 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
The  16  new  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  who  completed  training  recently  in 
Monterrey,  Mexico  (see  story  above)  in¬ 
cluded  seven  pastors,  among  them  two 
husband-and-wife  pastoral  couples. 

One  couple  will  be  serving  five 
churches  on  the  West  Indies  island  of  An¬ 
guilla.  The  other  is  working  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  with  CEPAD  (The  Evangelical 
Committee  for  Aid  to  Development),  a 
Protestant  development  organization  in 
Nicaragua  that  receives  some  funding 
from  United  Methodists. 

A  pastor  and  his  wife  will  serve  a 
church  in  Panama,  and  an  unmarried 
pastor  will  be  a  youth  minister  in  Pana¬ 
ma’s  Chiriqui  district.  Another  unmar¬ 
ried  pastor  will  teach  in  a  seminary  in 
Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa. 

Medical  missionaries  made  up  the 
next  largest  group  with  five— a  doctor 
couple  who  will  go  to  Taiwan,  a  doctor- 
nurse  couple  who  will  work  in  Zaire,  and 
an  unmarried  doctor  going  to  Zimbabwe. 

Two  missionary  pilots  headed  to  Zaire 
and  Nigeria  and  an  accountant  who  will 
be  field  treasurer  in  Zaire  completed  the 
group. 

Some  of  the  new  missionaries  went  di¬ 
rectly  from  the  orientation  session  in 
Monterrey  to  their  respective  assign¬ 
ments  in  Central  Anjerica.  Although  all 
assignments  have  been  made,  some  will 
be  going  later— one  in  September,  anoth¬ 
er  in  November,  one  couple  next  sum¬ 
mer-all  pending  completion  of  other 
professional  or  personal  commitments. 

Orientation  is  last  stop 

The  orientation  was  the  last  of  several 
steps  involved  in  becoming  a  World  Divi¬ 
sion  missionary  under  the  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

The  formal  process  begins  with  a  let¬ 
ter  of  inquiry  to  the  Mission  Personnel 
Resources  Program  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
candidate  is  then  asked  to  complete  and 
file  an  application. 

If  the  application  is  evaluated  favor¬ 
ably  by  the  personnel  office,  references 
are  requested.  At  this  point,  candidates 
are  advised  that  the  complete  process 
might  take  as  much  as  two  years. 

The  goal  of  the  personnel  office  is  that 
within  three  months  after  submitting  an 
application  the  promising  candidate  will 
attend  a  five-day  introduction  to  mis¬ 
sion.  Most  new  missionaries  at  the  re¬ 
cent  orientation  had  attended  the 
mission  vocation  event  in  Nashville  in 
January  or  one  held  at  Stony  Point,  N  Y., 
in  May.  About  70  missionary  candidates 
attended  the  two  events. 

At  the  present  rate  of  applications  for 
missionary  service,  three  such  events  a 
year  are  necessary.  A  third  one  will  be 
held  in  December  in  Kansas  City. 

These  events  include  interviews  and 
psychological  testing  as  a  part  of  the 
screening  of  applications.  Candidates 
are  also  given  an  overview  of  what  it 
would  be  like  to  be  a  missionary. 

At  this  point  in  the  process,  some  can¬ 
didates  may  receive  recommendations 
of  courses  to  take— language  study  or 
specialized  training  such  as  tropical 
medicine,  as  may  be  appropriate. 

Matching  skills,  requests 

The  most  difficult  and  time-consuming 
part  of  the  process,  according  to  Anne 
Unander,  who  directs  the  orientation 
training  program,  is  working  out  the  as¬ 
signments— matching  skills  with  requests 
and  arranging  details  such  as  visas. 

As  soon  as  placement  is  made  and  the 
candidate  is  free  of  other  commitments, 
the  candidate  becomes  a  member  of  the 
World  Division  staff  and  goes  on  the  di-( 
vision's  payroll. 

Although  the  normal  contract  for  mis-, 
sionaries  with  the  Board  of  GJobal  Mini% 
tries  is  three  years,  most 'of  the  new 
missionaries  at  the  recent  orientation 
said  their  commitment  was  to  long-term 
service. 

-ROBERTA  B  SAPPINGTON 


the  bathroom”  follows  cultural  rules 
which  are  not  universal,  he  said. 

Language  shock,  changes  in  routine, 
changes  in  relationships  and  inability  to 
understand  what  is  going  on  at  the  deep¬ 
er  levels  of  the  culture  all  contribute  to 
stress,  he  said. 

According  to  Dr.  Whiteman,  another 
source  of  stress  is  unrealistic  expecta¬ 
tion  by  missionaries  themselves  coupled 
with  an  unrealistic  public  image  of  what 
a  missionary  is. 

Most  Americans  are  task  oriented,  he 
explained.  If  missionaries  are  in  a  place 
like  the  Solomon  Islands  and  have  to 
spend  up  to  80  percent  of  their  time  on 
just  surviving  (handling  every  day  de¬ 
tails  like  keeping  clean  that  take  more 
time  in  a  jungle  than  in  a  modern  tech¬ 
nology  environment),  that  leaves  little 
time  to  do  the  work  they  were  sent  to  do. 
Dr.  Whiteman  said. 

He  pointed  out  that  many  missionaries 
get  sick  in  the  first  year  as  a  result  of 
stress.  Illness  may  take  the  form  of  a 
low  grade  cold  that  won’t  go  away  or  a 
chronic  headache,  fatigue,  or  high  blood 
pressure. 

Culture  must  be  understood 

The  missionary’s  work  is  dependent  on 
his  or  her  understanding  of  the  host  cul¬ 
ture,  Dr.  Whiteman  said,  and  on  the  per¬ 
son’s  becoming  bicultural  rather  than 
operating  on  the  periphery  of  the  culture 
as  many  earlier  missionaries  may  have 
had  to.  Only  recently  has  the  discipline 
of  anthropology  (the  science  of  man,  in¬ 
cluding  social  relations,  culture  and  re¬ 
lation  to  God)  begun  to  be  applied  to 
missionary  training  to  help  missionaries 
understand  the  culture  and  become  bi¬ 
cultural,  he  said. 

Dr.  Whiteman  stressed  the  necessity 
for  new  missionaries  to  "bond"  or  devel¬ 
op  a  family  closeness  with  persons  in  the 
new  culture  during  the  first  two  weeks  in 
that  culture.  He  compared  the  process  to 
the  bonding  of  a  new  baby  with  its  moth¬ 
er  and  father  in  the  first  few  hours  after 
birth. 

To  bond  or  develop  an  identification 
with  persons  in  the  new  culture,  he  said, 
the  new  missionary  must  become  vul¬ 
nerable  and  dependent  on  persons  in  that 
culture  almost  as  a  baby  is  dependent  on 
its  parents. 

The  bonding  concept  contrasts,  he 
said,  to  former  practices  of  the  new  mis¬ 
sionary  going  first  to  a  mission  com¬ 
pound  where  other  missionaries  take 
over  easing  the  new  missionary  into  the 
culture  and  thereby  prevent  or  delay 
considerably  the  new  missionary’s  bond¬ 
ing  with  persons  in  the  host  culture. 

"What  Dr.  Whiteman  said  was  abso¬ 
lutely  essential,  especially  the  bonding 
concept,"  said  a  missionary  who  went 
through  more  typical  Global  Ministries 
orientation  in  1984.  “Our  class  went  out 
last  year  knowing  none  of  that,  and  as  a 
result  a  lot  of  us  did  not  bond.” 

All  time  spent  together 

The  missionary  orientation  “class  of 
1985”  spent  the  entire  three  weeks  to¬ 
gether,  sharing  almost  all  experiences. 
By  contrast  members  of  previous  orien¬ 
tation  classes  had  less  time  together.  An 
example  is  the  class  of  1984,  whose 
members  were  sent  out  to  different  New 
York  City  churches  for  weekends,  partic¬ 
ipated  one  week  in  a  missionary  confer¬ 
ence  with  a  large  group  of  returned 
missionaries,  and  for  another  week  went 
to  different  parts  of  a  "global  village"  at 
the  ecumenical  mission  training  center 
at  Stony  Point,  N.Y.,  near  New  York 
City. 

The  high  point  of  the  1985  orientation, 
according  to  a  number  of  participants, 
was  a  shared  weekend  experience  of  a 
kind  impossible  under  the  format  and  lo¬ 
cale  of  previous  orientations  at  Stony 
Point. 

On  their  first  Sunday  in  Mexico,  the 
group  attended  a  small  Methodist  church 
in  a  village  two  hours  by  bus  out  of  Mon¬ 
terrey.  The  congregation  gave  the  vis- 
tors  a  traditional  Mexican  welcome  by 
waving  their  bulletins. 

Then,  in  what  one  person  described  as 
almost  a  commissioning  service,  the 
group  was  called  to  the  altar  by  Bishop 
Miguel  Hernandez,  episcopal  leader  of 
the  host  conference.  As  the  bishop 
prayed  for  the  new  missionaries,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  placed  hands  on 
each  one. 

The  service  was  followed  by  a  dinner 
prepared  by  members  of  the  church. 
Hugs  and  kisses  of  Christian  love 
abounded  during  the  farewell. 

"It  was  a  very  meaningful  time  even 
though  we  didn’t  understand  it  all,”  said 
one  of  the  new  missionaries  echoing  the 
group's  unanimous  affirmation  of  this 
cross-cultural  experience  during  reflec¬ 
tion  and  evaluation  the  last  day. 

At  the  end  of  the  orientation,  partici¬ 
pants  appeared  to  feel  they  had  been  ad¬ 
equately  prepared  for  the  mission  field, 
some  stating  emphatically,  "I’m  ready 
to  go." 

It  is  too  early  to  know  whether  the  ori¬ 
entation  will  be  held  again  in  Monterrey 
or  any  other  cross-cultural  setting  next 
year,  said  board  staff  member  Anne  Un¬ 
ander  who  coordinated  the  event. 

It  was  more  difficult  to  hold  the  orien¬ 
tation  in  Monterrey  than  in  the  U.S.,  Ms. 
Unander  said,  but  less  expensive.  The 
fact  that  they  were  guests  gave  them 
less  control  over  arrangements,  she  said, 
and  the  unaccustomed  heat  dictated  a 
less  intense  schedule. 

"I  think  the  experience  had  a  lot  of 
value  in  helping  people  get  in  touch  with 
the  feeling  of  cross-cultural  living,"  she 
added. 

That.  Ms.  Unander  pointed  out,  had 
been  the  main  purpose  in  moving  the  ori¬ 
entation  to  Monterrey— to  experience 
cross-cultural  living  rather  than  just 
talking  about  it. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

During  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  recent  orientation,  anthropologist 
Darrell  Whiteman  helps  new  World  Division  missionaries  understand  the 
characteristics  and  effects  of  different  culture  systems  in  one  of  a  series  of 
lectures  on  cross-cultural  living. 
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the  church 
today 

UMs  join  Peace  with  Justice 
celebrations  across  the  U.S. 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)-United 
Methodist  congregations  across  the  na¬ 
tion  are  expected  to  take  part  Oct.  19-25  in 
the  annual  National  Week  for  Peace  with 
Justice  sponsored  by  a  variety  of  re¬ 
ligious  bodies. 

Sponsors,  including  three  United 
Methodist  units,  say  the  week  provides 
the  occasion  for  a  rededication  to  the 
principles  set  forth  in  a  passage  from  the 
Old  Testament  book  of  Isaiah:  “Integrity 
will  give  peace,  justice  will  give  lasting 
security." 

More  than  20,000  local  groups  across 
the  nation  took  part  in  the  1984  obser¬ 
vance  and  organizers  project  a  greater 
number  this  year.  Events  will  include 
ecumenical  worship  services,  public  vig¬ 
ils,  workshops  and  training  seminars, 
prayerful  civil  disobedience  and  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  education  programs. 

Publishing  House  transfers 
materials  to  UMC  archives 

NASHVILLE— In  an  effort  to  help 
centralize  historical  resources  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  is  transfer¬ 
ring  an  estimated  85,000  pounds  of  archi¬ 
val  materials  from  its  library  to  the 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  in  Madison,  N.J. 

Items  to  be  transferred  include  such 
artifacts  as  a  letter  written  by  John 
Wesley  dated  Nov.  29,  1774,  to  Sarah 
James,  daughter  of  Captain  John  James 
of  Bristol,  Va.,  and  a  letter  from  Francis 
Asbury  to  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Harris  dat¬ 
ed  Oct.  16, 1811. 

An  original  Wedgewood  bust  of  Wesley 
along  with  some  of  his  original  works  will 
also  be  sent. 

Computer  Circuitwriter  Network 
to  begin  transmitting  Oct.  1 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  proposed 
national  computer-based  communica¬ 
tions  network  will  offer  United  Method¬ 
ists  the  opportunity  for  rapid  interactive 
communication  with  members  and  lead¬ 
ers  all  over  the  country 

Established  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  (UMCom),  the  Circuitwriter 
Network  is  expected  to  begin  Oct,  1  Ser¬ 
vices  will  include  an  electronic  bulletin 
board;  electronic  mail  for  sending 
memos  and  responses;  training  materi¬ 
als  on  how  to  use  the  system  and  Tele¬ 
talk.  a  system  newsletter. 

The  $40  yearly  cost  of  joining  the  net¬ 
work  includes  instructions,  a  user  direc¬ 
tory  and  a  subscription  to  Teletalk 
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6  Alter  natives’  Christmas 
group  has  UM  backing 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

What  were  the  results  of  Americans’ 
spending  $25  billion  on  Christmas  gifts 
for  family  and  friends  last  year? 

"Too  often  . . .  heavy  hearts  and  a 
surplus  of  trash,"  says  Harriette  Gris¬ 
som,  a  staff  member  of  Alternatives,  a 
United  Methodist-supported,  not-for- 
profit  Christian  organization. 

The  Alternatives  organization,  based 
in  Ellenwood,  Ga.,  encourages  less- 
commercialized  celebrations  of  the 
Christmas  season. 

Since  1980,  Alternatives  has  worked 
with  congregations  to  challenge  the 
commercialization  of  Christmas  by  of¬ 
fering  study  materials,  filmstrips  and 
other  creative  resources  for  use  in  con¬ 
gregations  and  homes.  The  material 
emphasizes  a  Christ-centered  Christ¬ 


mas  celebration  instead  of  commer¬ 
cialism  and  tinsel,  Ms.  Grissom  said. 

Alternatives’  resources  include  wor¬ 
ship  aids,  church  bulletin  inserts,  post¬ 
ers  and  four-session  study  guides 
aimed  at  each  of  the  following  groups: 
young  children,  older  children,  youth 
groups,  adult  groups  and  international 
groups. 

Alternatives  is  "supported  financial¬ 
ly  and  endorsed"  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Discipleship,  said  the 
Rev.  Karen  Greenwaldt,  director  of  de¬ 
velopment  for  young  adult  and  singles 
ministries  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  Alternatives.  The  Board 
of  Discipleship  works  with  Alternatives 
in  promoting  materials  which  this  year 
include  an  award-winning  film  entitled 
"Have  Yourself  a  Merry  Little  Christ¬ 
mas.” 


University,  church 
receive  gift  of  land 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

GEORGETOWN,  Texas-A  multi- 
million-dollar  gift  to  United  Methodist- 
related  Southwestern  University  and 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  both  in 
Georgetown,  was  announced  recently. 

John  Thatcher  Atkin,  a  retired 
Georgetown  businessman,  1925  alumnus 
of  Southwestern  and  a  member  of  First 
Church  for  70  years,  gave  his  250-acre 
family  farm  near  Leander,  Texas,  to  the 
two  institutions.  The  farm,  in  the  Atkin 
family  more  than  125  years,  lies  along  a 
rapidly  developing  highway  corridor. 

University  officials  say  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  the  land  will  represent  the 
largest  individual  gift  from  an  alumnus. 

Ownership  of  the  land  will  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Southwestern  in  January.  The 
university  will  then  convey  $600,000  to 
First  UMC  for  construction  of  an  educa¬ 
tional  activities  building  to  be  named  af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Atkin  and  his  wife  Geneviene, 
who  died  in  January  1985. 


Finding 

Tough  Solutions 
to  Tough  Problems 


Many  problems  aren’t  this  easy  to 
solve.  For  example,  a  factory  may 
have  20  job  openings  and  2,000  ap¬ 
plicants.  Apartment  buildings  filled 
with  families  lack  utilities.  A  single 
doctor  serves  5,000  patients. 

We  live  in  the  midst  of  need  for 
economic  development  And  United 
Methodists  can  help.  Your  gifts 
through  the  Advance  can  find  solu¬ 
tions  to  problems  that  confront 
people  daily. 

Give  the  gift  that  transforms  lives. 
Support  the  Community  Economic 
Development  Fund  Advance 
11982146-0.  Remember: 

100  percent  of  your  gift  to 
the  Advance  goes  to  the 
project(s)  you  choose. 

IfTPom 


§j 


"Looking  To  You 
For  Help” 


ANGELA  HEMBROM.  o  child  of  Indio, 
is  eager  to  be  sponsored.  She  was  re¬ 
cently  accepted  at  the  Shantl-Niloy 
Home,  which  meons,  'Abode  of  Peace. ” 
Her  father  suffers  from  leprosy.  Her 
mother  works  very  hard  to  try  to  meet 
the  family’s  needs.  Yet  they  remain 
poverty-stricken. 

If  you  wish  to  sponsor  Angela,  you  will 
receive  her  photo,  information  on  her 
life,  address  and  news  about  the  home 
where  she  is  receiving  care.  The  spon¬ 
sorship  fee  is  only  $13  a  month  —  less 
than  444  A  DAY. 

WORLDS  CHILDREN,  INC.,  is  o  Chris 
tian,  non-profit  organization,  approved 
by  the  U.S.  government,  and  all  dona¬ 
tions  are  tax  deductible.  In  1984,  90.4% 
of  funds  received  were  sent  overseas  for 
the  children.  Each  sponsor  receives  an 
audit  copy.  No  contracts  are  signed,  and 
a  sponsorship  con  last  for  any  length  of 
time.  The  sponsorship  fee  provides  the 
child's  food,  clothing  and  other  necessi¬ 
ties  of  life,  The  child  is  fed  spiritually  as 
well  as  physically. 

Won't  you  help  Angela  or  another 
child  like  her?  Many  are  waiting  for 
news  that  someone  cares.  Individuals, 
families,  church  and  civic  groups  spon¬ 
sor  children  and  report  that  few  experi¬ 
ences  in  life  can  match  the  joy  of  helping 
one  of  His  needy  children. 

Please  write: 


I  with  to  tpontor  o  child  where  the 

need  It  greateit _ . _ . — .  .  .  , 

Encloted  it  payment  lor  lint  month 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

J  Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box 
2979,  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880. 


|  Street 

Stole  and  Zip  _ 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘MBWA’ 


The  sequel  to  “In  Search  of  Excel¬ 
lence”  is  “A  Passion  For  Excellence.” 
I  recommend  it  to  you,  not  for  its  in¬ 
sights  into  the  skill  of  management, 
but  for  its  theology. 

For  example,  it  recommends 
MBWA  or  “management  by  wander¬ 
ing  around.”  Translated  into  theol¬ 
ogy,  that  means,  “listen  to  your 
church  members,  find  out  what  they 
are  thinking,  discover  what  they  are 
doing  in  the  various  worlds  where 
they  live  and  work,  walk  in  their 
shoes,  know  their  needs.” 

One  reason  we  clergy  sometimes 
lack  credibility  is  because  we  seem  to 
live  in  a  different  world  that  does  not 
exist  to  them,  a  world  far  removed 
from  their  own  daily  experience. 

The  reverse  is  true.  The  laity  would 
do  well  to  wander  around  and  observe 


the  clergy’s  world.  They  might  be 
supposed  to  know  what  that  world 
looks  like,  a  world  that  includes  the 
best  and  the  worst  of  life,  that  encom¬ 
passes  the  entire  spectrum  of  human 
action  and  reaction. 

It  is  not  possible,  but  it  would  be  re¬ 
vealing  if  the  pastor  could  spend  a 
few  days  doing  the  job  of  each  of 
his/her  parishioners  and  if  each  pari- 
shoner  could  follow  their  minister 
around  for  a  seven  day  period. 

Understanding,  trust,  empathy,  and 
love  are  important  ingredients  for 
mutual  service,  sharing  and  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  ministry  of  Christ  in  the 
world. 


1000  Club  Call  for 
New  Orleans  East  Church 


The  new  multi-ethnic  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  New  Orleans  East  has  been 
chosen  as  the  recipient  of  all  three  of  the 
1000  Club’s  1985-1986  call.  A  new  multi¬ 
ethnic  church  in  New  Orleans  East  has 
long  been  a  dream  of  the  New  Qr- 
leans/Slidell  District.  Thanks  to  the  vi-~ 
sionary  leadership  of  Dr.  Stone  W. 
Caraway,  D.S.,  Amy  Ward,  District 
Board  of  Mission  Chairperson  and  Murry 
Fincher,  Design  Team  Chairman,  that 
dream  is  now  a  reality. 

New  Orleans  East  is  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  area  of  New  Orleans.  It  is  a  racially 
mixed  area  that  is  3:2,  white  to  black. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  commit¬ 
ted  to  establishing  a  multi-ethnic  church, 
with  multi-ethnic  clerical  and  lay  lead¬ 
ership  in  this  area. 

On  March  10,  1985  the  first  worship 
service  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Caraway 
and  Rev.  Cain  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  with  a  congregation 
of  fifty  present  and  a  fine  choir  from  St. 
Andrew  United  Methodist  Church. 

Four  and  a  half  acres  of  choice  prop- 


Fundraiser  For  Nursing  Home 


The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  is 
sponsoring  a  Luncheon  Fashion  Show  on 
Saturday,  September  28th,  1985  at  12:00 
noon  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Bayou 
Plaza  Hotel,  4040  Tulane  Avenue,  New 
Orleans. 

The  latest  in  fall  fashions  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  Ms.  Harriet  Stafford  of  Krauss 
Company,  Ltd.  We  invite  your  group  or 
church  to  share  in  this  great  fellowship. 


The  Luncheon  and  Fall  Fashion  Show  is 
a  fund-raising  activity  which  our  organi¬ 
zation  will  be  engaged  in  as  a  benefit  for 
the  Nursing  Home.  The  donation  is  $16 
-  per  person.  Registrations  for  tables  of 
10  persons  may  be  made  and  must  be 
paid  for  in  advance. 

For  further  information,  please  call 
943-9639  -  282-2126  or  283-1465. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


Trinity  UMC,  Shreveport,  added 
Bible  Study  to  its  regular  Wednes¬ 
day  night  services. 

The  new  Bible  study,  for  adults, 
will  follow  the  devotion  at  6:30  p.m. 
Rev.  E.  J.  Martin  is  pastor. 

The  congregations  of  Many  and 
Bayou  Site  UMC's  would  like  to  ex¬ 
press  their  appreciation  to  Rev. 
Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr.  who  has 
preached  for  them  during  July  and 
August  because  of  the  pastor's  ill¬ 
ness.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Louis  M.  Cop- 
page,  Jr.  suffered  a  heart  attack  on 
June  17th  and  returned  to  the  pul¬ 
pit  on  September  1st. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Crowley  held  their  second 
annual  Fall-Get-Together  on  Sun¬ 
day,  September  8th.  Fellowship, 
food  and  entertainment  was  provid¬ 
ed.  Rev.  Spiller  Milton  is  pastor. 


The  Bayou  Scie  UMC  held  a 
Nominating  Committee  Meeting  on 
September  3rd.  Anyone  interested  in 
joining  a  committee  attended  the 
meeting. 


The  Cherub  (4-5  year  olds),  Joy  — 
(1-3  grade)  and  Wesley  (4-6  grade) 
Singers  of  Blackwater  UMC,  Baker, 


met  on  September  8th.  The  group 
plans  to  have  a  promising  new  year. 

FUMC,  Slidell  will  return  to  its 
Wednesday  Night  Supper-N-Study 
program.  The  evening  will  include 
food,  fellowship  and  classes! 

University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
gave  special  recognition  to  all  of  its 
church  school  leaders  on  August 
25th.  The  special  day  was  also  rec¬ 
ognized  as  Promotion  Day  in  which 
children  were  promoted  to  their 
new  fall  classes. 

The  Chancel  Choir  of  Noel  UMC, 
Shreveport  held  a  workshop  on  Au¬ 
gust  24th-25th.  They  are  now  pre¬ 
paring  for  next  year's  music.  Rev. 
Charles  B.  Simmons  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Memorial  UMC,  Bastrop,  has 
purchased  a  Trag  to  be  sent  to 
Khammon,  India.  The  TRAG 
(Transportation  Agriculture)  is  a 
simple  vehicle  designed  to  do  the 
simple  tasks  of  hauling  people  and 
products.  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones  is 
pastor. 

Sixteen  youth  from  Ringgold 
UMC  recently  went  to  Lake  DeGray 
in  Arkansas  for  a  retreat.  Mrs.  Peg¬ 
gy  Robertson  was  their  counselor. 
Rev.  Don  Morgan  is  pastor. 


FALL  YOUTH  CONVOCATION 

‘;nn  _ ™  _ 


October  5th  is  the  date  of  it.  Baton 
Rouge’s  Broadmoor  UMC  is  the  place  of 
it.  Youth  and  their  adult  counselors  are 
the  who  of  it.  Fall  Convocation  is  the 
what  of  it.  It  is  a  gathering  of  concerned 
junior  and  senior  high  youth  in  a  day 
long  session  to  celebrate  youth  minis¬ 
tries. 

Dr.  John  Braden,  Conference  Youth 


4 500  Junior  and  Senior  High  Yo 

Director  announced  that  the  featured 
speaker  and  entertainer  are  Mary  Anne 
Hofstad  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Lindsey 
Williams  of  Nashville.  Ms.  Hofstad  will 
be  leading  the  assembly  in  an  under¬ 
standing  of  Positive  Peer  Pressure  Mr. 
Lindsey  will  be  leading  in  concert  and 
worship. 

Ms.  Hofstad  is  associated  with  the 
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erty  have  been  purchased  as  a  future 
church  site  for  the  new  church  by  the 
N.O. /Slidell  District  and  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

In  June  Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell  was 
appointed  to  assist  Rev.  Cain  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  church.  Rev.  Camp¬ 
bell's  appointment  has  strengthened  the 
'  commitment  to  multi-ethnic  ministry 
that  has  been  a  part  of  the  design  of  this 
church  since  the  beginning.  It  now  has  a 
functioning  Sunday  School,  choir,  has  co¬ 
sponsored  an  ecumenical  evening  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School  of  150  persons  and  is 
moving  on  toward  chartering  in  the  fall. 

Presently,  this  new  regional  church 
has  thirty  members  and  is  growing 
weekly  in  numbers,  outreach,  and  minis¬ 
try. 

The  1000  Club  is  pleased  to  support 
this  new  congregation  and  its  ministry  in 
New  Orleans  East.  Interested  persons 
can  be  a  part  of  this  project  by  joining 
the  1000  Club  through  the  District  Of¬ 
fices. 


United  Methodists 

The  World  Is 
Our  Parish 

AN  INTERPRETATION  OF 
CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  FOR 
THE  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 


J.  This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  in¬ 
s'  formational  material  concerning  the 
financial  program  of  United  Method¬ 
'S:  ism.  _ 

LOUISIANA  ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
APPORTIONMENTS 
>:  Approximately 

ninety  percent  of 
the  budget  of  lo- 
cal  churches  in 
the  Louisiana 
|j:  Conference  is 
£  paid  on  local 
•j:  church  expendi- 
■:  tures,  Advance 

•  Specials,  and  free-will  offerings 

•  while  approximately  ten  percent 
j,  of  the  local  church  budget  is  paid  on 
•:  Conference  and  General  Church  ap- 
:  portionments. 

j:  Apportioned  funds  from  the  Gener- 

al  Conference,  Jurisdictional  Confer- 
:•  ence  and  Annual  Conference  are  as 
•:  follows: 

l.THE  PENSION  FUNDS 
Pension  funds  are  the  source  of 
■:  pensions  for  retired  ministers  and 
::  surviving  spouses  of  retired  ministers 
■:  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
$  2.THE  DISTRICT  SUPERINTEN 
DENTS'  FUND 

Out  of  this  fund  the  Conference 
:  pays  the  salaries,  utilities,  travel. 

:  MPP/CPP  pension  payments,  one- 
:■  half  hospitalization  insurance,  and 
other  miscellaneous  expenses  of  the 
nine  district  superintendents  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

3.  THE  EPISCOPAL  FUND 

This  fund  provides  for  the  adminis¬ 
trative  costs,  salaries,  expenses,  and 
pensions  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Church 

4.  THE  EQUITABLE  SALARY 
FUND 

Proceeds  from  this  fund  go  to  un¬ 
derwrite  the  minimum  salary  scale 
for  pastors  of  the  Conference,  thus 
guaranteeing  a  minimum  wage  for 
all  ministers  who  are  full-time. 

5. THE  TEMPORARY  GENERAL 
AID  FUND 

Over  a  period  of  several  years,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  merged  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  order  to  elimi¬ 
nate  separate  racial  structures.  The 
Church  at  large  assumed  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  help  the  annual  conferences 
involved  with  their  financial  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  pensions  and  minimum 
salaries.  The  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  receives  over  $50,000  each 
year  from  the  General  Church  Fund 
for  our  Pension  and  Equitable  Salary 
Conference  programs. 

6.  THE  INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
COOPERATION  FUND 
The  monies  re¬ 
ceived  through 
this  fund  go  to 
support  those 

General  Church  _ 

activities  which  are  ecumenical  in 
nature.  This  is  United  Methodism  in 
mission  with  other  Christian  com¬ 
munions  witnessing  to  the  world. 

7.  THE  GENERAL  ADMINISTRA 
TION  FUND 


)N  FUND 


This  fund  underwrites  ministries 
essential  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  These  include  the  cost  of 
holding  the  General  Conference,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration,  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Archives  and  History  and 
other  such  funds  necessary  for  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  General  Church 

8.  THE  JURISDICTIONAL  ADMIN- 
ISTRATION  EXPENSE  FUND 
The  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  of 

which  we  are  a  part,  supports  an  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary,  the  work  of  the  Ju¬ 
risdictional  Council  on  Ministries  and 
other  jurisdictional  committees  and 
councils  from  the  income  received 
from  this  fund.  The  fund  also  pays  the 
cost  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
and  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  to 
the  Conference. 

9.  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
ADMINISTRATION  FUND 

This  fund  is  used  primarily  for  the  : 
operation  and  the  function  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  It  includes  the  ex-  : 
penses  of  the  Annual  Conference,  the  : 
joint  office  expense,  the  Episcopal  j 
Committee,  Conference  Council  on  : 
Ministries  Program  Expense  Fund.  : 
United  Methodist  Foundation  ex-  : 
penses,  upkeep  and  maintenance  of  : 
Area  Office  Building,  etc.,  and  other  : 
such  items  that  are  necessary  for  the  •: 
operation  of  the  entire  Conference  :: 

10.  THE  DISTRICT  ADMINISTRA-  5 
TION  FUND 

Each  district  apportions  a  district  j: 
budget  that  includes  upkeep  and  j: 
maintenance  of  district  parsonages,  •: 
district  office  expenses,  and  special  :• 
district  missions  and  ministries.  :• 

11.  THE  WORLD  SERVICE  FUND  ji 

AND  CONFERENCE  BENEVO-  S 
LENCES  j tit-  //  n 

a.  The  World  Wor/tl ?^vjce 
Service  Fund  rep¬ 
resents  the  basic 
program  and  be¬ 
nevolence  fund  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Through  the  World  Service  Fund, 
every  member  may  participate  in 
church  member  may  participate  in 
thousands  of  ministries  carried  on  in 
mission  fields  around  the  world  by 
our  denomination  in  the  name  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.  In  addition  to  this,  it  pro¬ 
vides  support  for  most  general 
agencies  of  our  Church. 

b.  Louisiana  Conference  Benevo¬ 
lence  Fund  is  the  basic  fund  that  un¬ 
derwrites  the  program  cost  of  the 
Annual  Conference.  Items  included  in 
this  budget  are  the  program  boards 
and  agencies  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  other  items  of  importance  to 
the  life  of  the  Conference  as  a  whole 

12.  THE  MINISTERIAL  EDUCA¬ 
TION  FUND 

Monies  received  here  provide  a 
way  to  prepare  tomorrow’s  ordained 
and  diaconal  ministers,  and  help 
them  fulfill  their  calling  more  effec¬ 
tively.  Twenty-five  percent  of  the 
amount  raised  in  an  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  remains  with  that  Conference 
for  its  own  use. 


uth  To  Gather  in  Baton  Rouge’ 

Chemical  Dependency  Unit  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  Medical  Center.  This  group  has 
developed  an  outstanding  program  of 
support  for  all  youth  using  positive  peer 
pressure. 

Mr.  Lindsey  is  a  free  lance  guitarist 
and  singer.  He  has  recently  been  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Rich  Bonfim  ministries.  He 
was  the  youth  leader  at  the  recent  Duna- 
mis  ’85  in  Shreveport. 

The  recent  retreat  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries  made  the 
plans  for  the  Fall  Convocation.  Each 
District  was  challenged  to  bring  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  55  youth  and  adults  to  the  Con¬ 
vocation.  Several  districts  have  set 
higher  goals  for  themselves. 

Registration  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m. 

Lindsey  Williams  will  be  in  concert  at 
10:30  a.m.  Ms.  Hofstad  will  speak  at  11:30 
a.m.  The  workshop  will  begin  after  lunch 
with  participants  choosing  two  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  workshops  for  the  afternoon.  The 
Convocation  will  conclude  at  4:00  p.m. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $7.50  per  person. 
Registration  forms  and  information 
have  been  sent  to  each  church  in  the 
Conference.  Registrations  must  be  in  by 
September  25th. 

Information  concerning  travel  pools 
will  be  available  through  the  District 
Youth  Coordinator. 


Lindsey  Williams 

Alexandria  —  Kathy  Deitzel 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  —  Pleasant 
Sibley 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  —  John  Guyer 
Lake  Charles  —  Bobbie  Murphy 
Monroe  —  Bill  Willis 
New  Orleans-Houma  —  Larry  Lewis 
New  Orleans-Slidell  -  Joey  Hageson 
Ruston  —  Roland  Reed 
Shreveport  —  Kemper  Smith 


Camping  in  Louisiana 


The  Lake  Charles  District  1985  Junior  High  Camp. 


district  Elementary  II  was  held  at  Camp  Brewer  August  5-9  with 
41  campers,  directed  by  Terral  Lowe  and  Steven  Bearden  The  theme  for  the  camp 
was  Stewardship  of  God  s  Creation.”  One  day  was  observed  as  "World  Hunger  '  day 
and  the  sacrificial  offering  was  $61.60.  6  y 


The  Elementary  III  Tri-District  Camp  was  held  July  29-August  2,  1985  at  Caney 
Conference  Centre.  There  were  78  Campers  and  20  Staff  Members.  Rev.  Ray  Holt 
and  Rev.  John  Johns  were  the  Deans. 
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Volunteers  In  Mission 


These  youth  and  their  adult  counselors 
from  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  Louisiana 
traveled  to  Navajo  Methodist  Mission 
School  in  Farmington,  New  Mexico  to 
participate  in  a  summer  work  camp  ex¬ 
perience  in  June  and  July. 

During  the  work  camp  program,  these 
ambitious  people  adapted  themselves  to 
the  job,  be  it  painting,  roofing,  sidewalk 
construction,  building  repairing,  or  farm 
work.  Students  of  the  Navajo  Mission 
Academy  worked  along  with  the  camp¬ 
ers,  sharing  in  the  work  as  well  as  lei¬ 
sure  time  activities. 
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SMU,  ethics  and  the  church’s  role 


It  is  encouraging  to  see  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  express  serious  concerns 
about  the  widely-publicized  football  re¬ 
cruiting  scandal  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  (see  UMR,  Sept.  6). 

Leaders  contacted  by  the  Reporter  ex¬ 
pressed  disappointment,  frustration  and 
even  outrage  that  a  school  owned  by  the 
denomination’s  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  has  repeatedly  violated  recruiting 
rules  set  by  the  National  Collegiate  Ath¬ 
letic  Association  (NCAA). 

The  latest  violations  resulted  in  SMU 
being  put  on  probation  for  the  sixth  time 
since  1958  and  the  fourth  time  since  1974. 
Most  of  the  current  infractions  involved 
illegal  monetary  payments  to  players 
and  their  families  by  alumni  “boosters" 
of  the  school’s  football  program 

Incredibly,  the  most  recent  violations 
occurred  after  SMU  was  told  it  was  be¬ 
ing  investigated  by  the  NCAA  and  after 
the  school’s  administration  gave  assur¬ 
ances  it  was  going  to  great  lengths  to 
prevent  future  violations.  Any  further  vi¬ 
olations  could  result  in  SMU  athletic 
programs  being  shut  down  by  the  NCAA. 

This  situation  at  United  Methodism's 
fourth  largest  school  casts  a  moral  shad¬ 
ow  on  every  person  and  institution  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  United  Methodist  Church.  It  is 
causing  thoughtful  church  members  as 
well  as  church  leaders  to  raise  a  number 
of  soul-searching  questions. 

How  could  so  scandalous  a  situation 
occur  at  a  church-owned  and  governed 
institution? 

Scandal  has  wider 
significance  than 
football  and  SMU 

We  agree  with  those  who  contend  that 
the  football  recruiting  scandal  at  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University  is  symptomatic 
of  a  problem  much  broader  than  one 
school  and  its  football  program  (see  pre¬ 
ceding  editorial). 

That  problem  is  the  gradual  replace¬ 
ment  of  governing  values  drawn  from 
the  Christian  faith  with  non-Christian 
values. 

In  most  cases  there  are  no  “good 
guys"  and  "bad  guys”  in  this  erosion  of 
values.  It  is  a  slow  process  that  tends  to 
occur  as  any  church-related  institution 
broadens  its  goals,  its  outlook  and  its 
support  base  from  those  on  which  it  was 
founded. 

Denominations  like  United  Methodism 
which  take  pride  in  being  tolerant  of  di¬ 
verse  views  are  especially  susceptible  to 
such  an  erosion  of  values.  Many  church- 
related  schools,  hospitals  and  homes 
probably  are  vulnerable  to  the  accusa¬ 
tion  that  they  no  longer  reflect  distinctly 
Christian  values  in  their  policies  and  ac¬ 
tions. 

That  would  be  the  case,  for  example, 
where  discriminatory  personnel  prac¬ 
tices  are  rationalized  as  unavoidable  in 
"the  real  world.” 

Even  well-meaning  members  of  local 
church  boards  are  guilty  at  times  of 
thinking  and  acting  more  on  the  basis  of 
worldly  standards  of  “  reasonableness” 
than  on  the  basis  of  Christian  ethical 
standards. 

Fortunately,  the  leaders  of  most 
church-related  institutions  are  not  con¬ 
fronted  by  a  specific,  highly  visible  crisis 
in  which  Christian  values  clearly  are 
contradicted.  No  one  can  predict,  howev¬ 
er,  when  such  a  crisis  might  arise. 

An  SMU-like  predicament  should  not 
have  to  occur  before  an  institution’s 
leaders  deal  with  what  it  means  to  be  re¬ 
lated  to  the  church.  A  church’s  institu¬ 
tions  speak  more  eloquently  of  the 
church’s  faith  and  character  than  most 
sermons. 

Leaders  of  an  institution  related  to  the 
church  have  an  obligation  to  respect  and 
reflect  the  church’s  ethical  commit¬ 
ments.  The  experience  at  SMU  should 
remind  us  all  of  the  need  for  “eternal 
vigilance"  by  those  charged  with  over¬ 
seeing  church-related  institutions. 
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Are  those  responsible  for  governing 
SMU  less  concerned  than  the  NCAA  with 
honesty  and  fair  play? 

Is  moral  leadership  evidenced  by  the 
decision  of  SMU’s  leaders  to  lay  the  en¬ 
tire  blame  for  this  latest  scandal  at  the 
feet  of  nine  unnamed  "boosters"? 

Do  the  repeated  scandals  at  SMU  sup¬ 
port  the  contention  of  some  that  modern- 
day  United  Methodism  has  grown 
morally  and  spiritually  wishy-washy? 

Has  the  church  allowed  this  institution 
to  be  captured  by  a  4 “winning  at  all  costs” 
mindset  that  contradicts  the  church’s 
own  mission  and  message? 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks,  episcopal  lead¬ 
er  of  the  church’s  Kansas  Area,  at  least 
partially  answers  these  questions.  He  ob¬ 
served  that  some  alumni  "forgot  or  nev¬ 
er  learned  what  the  school  stands  for.” 
Students  at  SMU  “hardly  realize  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  any  con¬ 
nection  to  the  school,”  he  said. 

If  that  is  so,  it  is  time  for  church  lead¬ 
ers  involved  in  the  governance  of  SMU  to 
insist  with  new  clarity  and  force  that 
Christian  values  undergird  all  the 
school’s  activities. 

What  would  this  mean?  It  assuredly 
would  not  mean  using  ecclesiastical  au¬ 
thority  to  transform  a  great  university 
into  a  doctrinally  regulated  Bible  college 
for  young  adults.  Such  an  effort  would  be 
inconsistent  with  United  Methodism's 
tradition  of  promoting  free  inquiry  and 
academic  excellence  in  an  atmosphere 
where  Christian  values  are  upheld  and 
exemplified. 

When  such  an  atmosphere  has  deterio¬ 
rated  at  a  church-related  school,  the 
first  finger  of  blame  cannot  properly 
point  at  the  students  or  the  alumni. 
Those  elected  to  govern  the  institution 
and  those  hired  to  carry  out  its  purposes 
must  accept  responsibility. 

Leaders  of  at  least  two  major  univer¬ 
sities,  including  one  that  is  church-relat¬ 
ed,  have  shut  down  sports  programs  in 
recent  years  when  other  efforts  to  "clean 
up  their  act”  failed.  We  are  grateful  that 
at  least  one  United  Methodist  leader  on 
SMU’s  Board  of  Trustees  has  raised  such 
drastic  action  as  a  possibility  of  last  re¬ 
sort. 

Similarly  drastic  action  could  involve 
changes  in  the  slate  of  persons  elected 
every  four  years  by  the  church  to  SMU’s 
Board  of  Trustees.  This  could,  in  turn, 
affect  those  who  are  delegated  responsi¬ 
bility  for  governing  the  school’s  ongoing 
activities. 

The  recognition  that  such  steps  could  be 
taken  should  provide  SMU’s  leaders  with 
added  incentive  for  insuring  that  "Chris¬ 
tian  values"  are  as  surely  a  standard  for 
measuring  success  as  "academic  excel¬ 
lence"  and  “fiscal  responsibility.” 

Toward  that  end,  United  Methodist 
bishops  and  others  involved  in  the  gover¬ 
nance  of  SMU  have  a  special  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  insuring  that  the  school’s 
administration,  faculty,  students  and 
alumni  "know  what  the  school  stands 
for."  They  should  also  emphasize  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  rightfully 
determined  that  the  school  will  conduct 
all  its  business  honestly  and  in  a  climate 
of  Christian  integrity. 

Those  of  us  who  are  not  directly  in¬ 
volved  in  the  school’s  governance  should 
nevertheless  express  our  concerns  and 
our  support  for  those  who  believe  that 
“Methodist"  should  be  more  than  a  word 
to  go  with  SMU’s  middle  initial. 


HELLO,  m.  4MITU— 
I'VE  COME  TO 

invite  vou 
to  OUR  CHURCH 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
MOT  A  CHANCE. 

I'M  MAO  AT  A 
CHURCH  MEMBER 
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Here  I  Stand 

Why  do  we  ignore  the  Sabbath? 


WELL,  WEU  C£R- 
TAlNLY  TRS  TO 
MAKE  7HIN6S 
RlCrHT.  WHAT  WAS 
THE  PROBLEM  ? 


PON'7  SOTHER- 
HAPPENEP  YEARS 
AOO  /M  ANOTHER 
CHURCH  TH 
ANOTHER  STATE 


By  LUNDY  HOOTEN 

Not  too  many  years  ago,  so  I  have 
been  told,  there  was  a  campaign  in  Ohio 
to  do  away  with,  or  substantially  alter, 
the  state's  "Blue  Laws”— laws  that  re¬ 
quire  most  stores,  shops  and  businesses 
to  be  closed  at  least  one  day  a  week,  usu¬ 
ally  Sunday.  Blue  laws  typically  restrict 
the  sale  of  certain  categories  of  alcohol¬ 
ic  beverages  on  Sunday. 

According  to  what  I  have  been  told, 
the  campaign  to  repeal  that  state’s  Blue 
Laws  failed  in  large 
part  because  of  thel 
efforts  of  the  Ohio1 
Council  of  Churches 
and  the  Ohio  AFL-I 
CIO.  Ohio  Methodists 
were  actively  in¬ 
volved  working  in 
and  with  both  orga¬ 
nizations. 

The  term  “Blue  Law"  comes  from  the 
blue  paper  on  which  the  New  Haven, 
Connecticut  Puritan  community  printed 
its  laws  regarding  dress,  the  Sabbath, 
and  other  matters.  Although  I  am  not  a 
Puritan,  I  still  believe  that  no  one  should 
be  forced  to  work  on  his  or  her  Sabbath. 

As  Protestant  Christians  we  have  tra¬ 
ditionally  set  aside  Sunday  as  our  princi¬ 
pal  day  of  worship.  It  has  become,  in 
many  ways,  our  Sabbath.  It  is,  in  fact, 
difficult  for  a  Protestant  to  receive  Holy 
Communion  regularly  on  any  day  other 


Lundy  Hooten 


than  Sunday.  This  is  largely  a  result  of 
our  Puritan  heritage.  We  even  some¬ 
times  call  Sunday  “the  Lord’s  Day.”  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Christians  can  receive  the 
sacrament  on  other  days  of  the  week 
since  their  masses  are  not  scheduled  ex¬ 
clusively  on  Sunday. 

The  word  "Sabbath"  comes  from  a  He¬ 
brew  word  meaning  "to  cease  to  do,"  or 
"to  rest."  It  was  a  time  to  relax  and  re¬ 
fresh  oneself  from  the  labors  and  wor¬ 
ries  of  the  week.  It  was  a  time  to  spend 
in  one’s  home  with  one’s  family  and  also 
with  one’s  God— to  lay  one’s  burdens 
down.  It  was  never  intended  to  be  a  sad 
or  burdensome  duty. 

When  Jesus  said  that  the  Sabbath  was 
made  for  man,  not  man  for  the  Sabbath, 
He  meant  that  the  Sabbath  was  intended 
to  be  a  gift  from  God  to  men  and  women, 
the  gift  of  a  day  of  rest,  a  day  of  peace 
and  relaxed  joy. 

This  is  a  gift  we  need  very  much  in  our 
lives  and  in  our  hurried,  hectic,  increas¬ 
ingly  24-hour,  seven  day  a  week  society. 

I  believe  that  we  need  the  Fourth 
Commandment  more  than  ever,  as  a 
people,  a  church  and  a  nation.  Yet  it  is 
the  commandment  which  we  quite  possi¬ 
bly  ignore  more  than  all  the  others.  In 
fact,  we  don’t  usually  even  pay  it  lip  ser¬ 
vice. 

Of  course  there  are  exceptions  to  the 
Fourth  Commandment.  These  involve 
matters  of  health  and  public  safety,  of 


life  and  death  (even  the  life  and  death  of 
animals)  and  there  are  exceptional  siUh 
ations  involving  farming,  war  etc.  But 
these  and  other  exceptions  should  never 
become  the  rule.  If  that  happens,  then 
we  lose  the  battle  and  also  lose  one  of 
God’s  great  gifts  and  one  of  His  greatest 
blessings. 

I  believe  that  it  is  time  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  other  Christians  to 
develop  a  theology  that  includes  the  Sab¬ 
bath:  a  theology  of  the  Sabbath. 

As  Christians  we  speak  out  on  so  many 
issues  from  abortion  to  immigration, 
from  parimutuel  betting  to  child  abuse 
and  pornography.  All  of  these  admitted' 
ly  are  very  serious  issues. 

But  why  do  we  continue  to  ignore  the 
Sabbath?  After  all,  it  is  one  of  the  Ten 
Commandments. 

“ Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con 
tributor.  the  Rev.  Lundy  Hooten , 
pastor  of  St.  John  UMC.  Rio  Grande 
City.  Texas  (Southwest  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double1 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Worship  leaders  are  no  longer  in  touch 


To  the  Editor: 

Dean  B.  McIntyre  has  written  one  of 
the  most  important  columns  the  Report¬ 
er  has  carried  in  a  long  time  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  30). 

He  did  a  masterful  job  in  pointing  out 
that  when  it  comes  to  worship,  much  of 
our  leadership  has  lost  touch  with  the 
rank  and  file  of  our  denomination. 

Mr.  McIntyre  chose  to  use  the  term 
“elitist”  to  describe  the  attitude  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Wor¬ 
ship,  Music  and  Other  Arts— and  indeed 
this  is  accurate.  It  seems  there  is  a  con¬ 
centrated  effort  being  made  by  a  few 
highly  educated,  highly  placed  persons  to 
push  us  Methodists  away  from  our  tradi¬ 
tional  heart-felt,  enthusiastic,  preaching 
and  singing  oriented  worship. 

There  is  high  irony  in  the  fact  that 
many  of  these  so  called  "reforms"  are 
pushed  for  the  purpose  of  making  wor¬ 
ship  "relevant”  to  modern  people,  espe¬ 
cially  the  young.  But  the  truth  is  that 
modern  persons,  especially  unchurched 
young,  arjs  avoiding  our  churches  like  the 
plague.  * 

With  all  due  respect,  they  can  keep 
their  mime,  liturgical  dance,  vestments, 
15-minute  "story"  sermons  from  the  lec¬ 
tionary,  elaborate  responses  and  written 
prayers,  and  above  all  their  "inclusive 
language." 

We  in  Kernville  will  gladly  keep  our 
extemporaneous  prayers,  our  lack  of  lit¬ 
urgy  and  vestments,  our  toe-tapping  gos¬ 
pel  hymns,  our  30-minute  expository 
sermons,  our  Scripturally-based  images 
of  God  as  Father  and  Lord— and  espe¬ 
cially  our  double-digit  annual  growth 
rate. 

James  S.  McGhee 
Kernville,  California 


Pay  attention! 

To  the  Editor: 

Is  there  any  way  we  can  get  a  copy  of 
Dean  McIntyre's  Aug.  30  "Here  I  Stand” 
article  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts— and 
into  their  minds  and  hearts  as  well— be¬ 
fore  they  proceed  with  a  new  hymnal? 

Mr.  McIntyre  trenchantly  expresses 
what  every  United  Methodist  I  know 
wants  to  get  across  to  the  hierarchy. 
May  they  pay  attention  to  his  last  para¬ 
graph  in  particular. 

Nan  G.  Mealy 
Conroe,  Texas 

Don’t  we  know  mission? 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  read  the  Aug.  16  article  head¬ 
lined  "Board  of  Global  Ministries  plans 
consultations  on  mission  theology,”  I 
can’t  help  wonder  what  kind  of  planning 
is  taking  place  at  our  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

I  find  it  very  disconcerting  to  think 
that  the  very  organization  that  has  been 
given  the  responsibility  to  direct  the 
mission  program  throughout  the  world 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church  now 
finds  itself  in  the  position  of  having  to 
hold  consultations  on  five  continents  to 
hear  Methodist  views  on  a  theology  of 
mission. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Methodist  church 
learning  that  the  mission  for  the  church 
came  out  of  Scripture,  the  teachings  of 
Jesus.  So  what  has  changed?  Have  we 
come  so  far  that  theology  now  becomes 
more  important  than  what  we  have  been 
reading  from  the  Scriptures?  I  pray  not. 

I  find  it  very  hard  to  believe  that  it 

My  Witness 


takes  a  theological  study  to  understand 
what  God  had  in  mind  for  His  disciples 
when  He  had  Jesus  tell  them  in  Matthew 
24:14:  “And  this  gospel  of  the  Kingdom 
shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a 
witness  to  all  nations,”  especially  when 
Jesus  had  already  instructed  them  in  the 
sermon  on  the  mount  to  seek  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness 
and  our  earthly  needs  would  be  met. 

Or  didn’t  He  really  mean  it  in  Mat¬ 
thew  28:19-20  when  He  told  the  disciples 
to  “teach  all  nations. .  .to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you.”  I’m  sure  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  means  well  but  I  think  I’ll  hold  to 
this  kind  of  teaching. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  find  out  how 
much  money  will  be  spent  to  hold  these 
consultations.  I  wonder  if  that  informa¬ 
tion  can  be  made  available? 

James  W.  Short 
Flat  Rock,  Michigan 

Beggar  column  instructive 

To  the  Editor: 

Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  “Beggar  at 
gate. . .”  is  very  interesting  to  me  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  23).  Congratulations  to  him 
for  sharing  that  Story 

Many  of  us  who  have  worked  in  the 
field  have  had  similar  experiences.  His 
use  of  the  story  is  important  to  all  Chris¬ 
tians  who  wish  to  help  people  in  the  "de¬ 
veloping  countries.”  Many  of  those 
countries  are  reflections  of  their  people, 
most  of  whom  are  like  the  Johns  depict¬ 
ed  in  Mr.  Dunnam’s  story. 

To  help  John  with  his  finances,  he 
rightly  went  with  John  and  put  the  mon¬ 
ey  in  the  hands  of  the  creditor.  There  is  a 
terrific  lesson  there  for  all  Christians 
trying  to  do  good  for  those  literally  help- 


Working  vacation  turns  into  ‘modern-day  Psalm’ 


stry  with  Children: 
Id,"  were  strangers 
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By  SANDRA  LEWMAN 

In  the  scheme  of  things,  a  vacation 
built  on  workshops,  curriculum, 
networking  and  learning  would  seem 
hardly  a  vacation  at  all. 

Besides,  the  people  I  would  be  with  in 
Nashville  at  ‘‘Focus  ’85:  The  National 
Conference  on  Ministry  with  Children: 
The  Word,  The  World,"  were  strangers 
from  another  part  of  I 
the  country.  To  I 
many  around  me.  it  I 
seemed  more  like  | 
work. 

I  found,  however, 
that  even  before  1 1 
registered  for  the  1 
workshops,  my  plans 
for  slinking  into  the  Sandra  Lewman 
background  and  becoming  a  sponge 
would  not  work. 

I  became  a  part  of  the  dance  liturgy  of 
worship.  Action,  not  passivity,  was  the 
key  word.  The  leaders  of  the  workshops 
were  genuinely  caring,  extremely  well- 
prepared  and.  thank  God.  humorous! 

Each  workshop  provided  much  per¬ 
ceptiveness  about  children,  information, 
resources  and  ideas  with  more  than 
enough  to  conceptualize  new  programs 
for  months!  The  conference  could  easily 
have  turned  into  a  stiff,  legalistic  series 
of  classes.  But  the  caliber  of  those  who 
work  for  or  with  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  would  not  allow  it. 

In  fact,  my  deepest  insights  came  as 
Jesus  spoke  to  me  through  worship.  We 
were  assembled  from  all  over  the  world, 
truly  strangers  except  for  the  green 
badge  that  identified  us,  in  one  sense,  as 
Focus  '85  attendees  and,  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  as  followers  of  the  Master. 

We  knew  at  a  glance  the  answer  to  the 
often-asked  question:  Who  do  you  belong 
to?  The  Worship  Planning  Team,  from 
liturgist,  cantor,  dance  liturgist,  organist 
and  preacher  combined  to  envelope  1200 
of  us  in  the  velvet  arms  of  love. 

Love  was  expressed  through  the 
haunting  voice  of  Judy  Leohr— filled  at 
times  with  both  joy  and  sorrow.  Love 
was  experienced  as  Rosalie  Branigan 
choreographed  the  intangible  depths  of 
the  heart  to  dance,  enriching  worship 
with  her  gifts. 

Love  was  present  as  Michael  Williams 
told  us  the  new/old  story— the  Word- 
enabling  the  Scripture  passage  to  jump 


off  the  page  through  his  lips  and  become 
alive  in  our  minds. 

And  love  was  everywhere  as  Bishop 
McConnell  led  us  through  worship  so 
very  humanly,  sharing  with  gentleness, 
fierceness  and  humor,  life  itself. 

As  it  turned  out,  the  superbly  done 
workshops  became  secondary  to  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  1200  Christians  united  in 
God’s  love.  We  became  a  family  con¬ 
cerned  about  it’s  children,  touching, 
sharing,  learning  and  growing  together. 


In  the  last  morning  worship,  as  com¬ 
munion  was  being  received  by  many,  the 
organist,  Daniel  Stokes,  played  through 
several  hymns. 

When  he  came  to  "Blessed  Assur¬ 
ance,”  we  began  to  hum.  Imagine  the 
gentle  hum  of  1200  people.  And  then, 
softly,  we  sang,  although  we  had  been 
asked  not  to.  But  how  to  contain  the  won¬ 
der  that  Jesus  is  yours? 

No,  finally,  the  joy  could  not  be  with¬ 
held  any  longer  and  we  sang  out,  fully, 
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beautifully,  united  in  the  Lord.  It  was  a 
modern-day  Psalm.  In  the  end,  the 
“work”  vacation  became  one  in  which 
my  soul  danced,  my  heart  freely  sang, 
and  my  mind  was  calmed  by  renewing 
grace.  Such  was  the  power  of  the  Lord  at 
Focus  ’85! 

This  week's  contributor.  Sandra  Lew- 
man.  is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in  West- 
borough.  Mass.  (Southern  New  England 
Conference). 


‘Silent  language 9  communicates  faith  influence 


When  two  members  of  a  volunteers-in- 
mission  team  and  I  recently  walked  into 
a  "deposito"  (a  store  selling  mainly  bot¬ 
tled  drinks  and  ice)  in  a  small  town  near 
Monterrey,  Mexico  we  were  greeted 
with  a  question. 

"Are  you  with  a  church?"  the  propri¬ 
etor  asked. 

That  opened  the  way  to  tell  him  we 
United  Methodists.  We  told  him  we  were 
part  of  a  group  from  | 

Iowa  doing  construc¬ 
tion  and  holding  va-  I 
cation  church  school 
in  the  nearby  San 
Juan  Methodist  | 

Church. 

What  was  there  1 
about  us  that  prompt-  1 
ed  the  store  owner's  Roberta  Sappington 
question?  What  might  that  question  tell  us 
about  our  Christian  witness? 

These  questions  lay  in  the  back  of  my 
mind  as  I  continued  to  help  with  the 
shopping  and  food  preparation  for  the 
group  of  18  youth  and  adults.  I  remem¬ 
bered  similar  questions  that  had  opened 
conversations  with  shopkeepers  on  pre¬ 
vious  visits  to  Mexico  with  other  mission 
teams. 

Something  about  us  apparently  made 
people  think  we  were  with  a  church,  do¬ 
ing  the  Lord’s  business.  Some  possible 
explanations  occurred  to  me. 

For  example,  in  shopping  with  mission 
teams  in  earlier  summers,  I  had  often 
been  questioned  about  why  we  were 
there,  what  we  were  doing  and  how  long 
we  would  be  staying.  Perhaps  word  had 
gotten  around  we  were  back  and  that 
was  why  he  asked. 

Or.  one  day  the  owner  of  a  bakery 


warmly  welcomed  the  shopping  crew  of 
two  high  school  girls  and  myself.  He 
showed  us  through  the  bakery  and  al¬ 
lowed  the  girls  to  take  pictures. 

In  addition  to  the  bread  we  bought,  we 
went  away  with  freshly  baked  cookies 
and  a  small,  beautifully  decorated  cake, 
gifts  from  the  baker  and  his  wife. 

Why  was  the  baker  so  cordial?  Per¬ 
haps  it  was  because  the  girls  showed 
enough  respect  for  the  relatively  conser¬ 
vative  culture  of  the  host  country  to 
change  from  their  working  clothes  (cool 
shorts)  into  pretty  pastel  dresses  before 
going  out  to  shop.  I  am  sure  that  played 
a  part  in  the  respect  with  which  we  were 
treated. 

With  that  in  mind,  I  then  realized  that 
wherever  we  went,  a  "silent  language" 
seemed  to  transcend  cultural  differ¬ 
ences. 

That  "language"  of  small  actions  and 
courteous  gestures  spoke  louder  than 
words.  To  some,  at  least,  that  language 
communicated  that  we  were  Christians. 

How  deceptively  easy,  then,  it  is  to 
witness,  I  thought.  And  what  a  frighten¬ 
ing  responsibility  it  places  on  us  as 
Christians. 

Once  again  I  was  reminded  that  it  is 
not  necessarily  what  we  say  that  draws 
others  to  Christ.  More  often,  people  are 
drawn  to  Him  through  us  by  the  "silent 
language"  we  "speak”  through  our  ac¬ 
tions,  conscious  and  unconscious,  in  ordi¬ 
nary,  everyday  situations. 

Then  a  sobering  thought  occurred  to 
me.  The  way  our  Christian  faith  influ¬ 
ences  our  attitudes  and  actions  inevita¬ 
bly  gets  communicated  to  others. 

Whether  it  is  positively  or  negatively. 


we  are  always  witnessing  through  a  "si¬ 
lent  language”  of  which  even  we  may 
not  be  aware.  It  is  the  language  of  what 
we  are. 

-ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 
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less  people  in  so  much  of  the  hungry 
world.  We  can’t  just  feed  them.  Feet 
them  we  must,  but  we  must  literally 
force  them  to  help  themselves. 

I  have  enjoyed  the  series  of  reports  by 
Mr.  Dunnam.  They  have  been  excellen 
and  should  give  the  readers  a  better  per¬ 
spective  on  the  great  field  of  what  we 
can  do  in  the  mission  field  to  bring  help 
to  the  great  mass  of  those  so  badly  need¬ 
ing  help. 

Vance  Austin 
Walnut  Creek,  California 

Labels  attacked 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Colaw  is  correct  when  he  in¬ 
sinuates  that  Satan  has  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  right  where  he/she  wants  it 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  16).  We  are  so  preoccu¬ 
pied  with  labels  and  caucus  groups  that 
we  spend  our  time  and  resources  attack¬ 
ing  each  other  rather  than  the  evils  that 
pervade  our  society. 

If  we  could  move  beyond  concern  for 
our  own  special  interest,  whether  it  be 
theological,  ethnic,  gender,  or  whatever, 
we  could  move  towards  being  Christ’s 
servants.  Then  as  committed  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  we  could  destroy  evil  and 
call  others  to  be  disciples, 

John  R.  Butchko 
South  Amherst,  Ohio 

Thanks  for  article 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  Susan  Carroll  Aguren’s 
Aug.  16  article  featuring  Sharee  Kelley 
from  our  Nebraska  Conference.  The  arti¬ 
cle  was  well  written  and  a  good  reflec¬ 
tion  of  The  Ribbon  event. 

Daniel  R.  Gangler 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 

How  woefully  uninformed 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reply  to  Mr.  Duncan’s  Aug.  2 
letter  about  the  Ribbon  of  Peace  demon¬ 
stration  at  the  Pentagon  on  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  atomic  bombing  of 
Hiroshima. 

Mr.  Duncan  is  woefully  uninformed. 

Women  of  this  nation  have  continuing 
programs  of  service  for  clothing  and 
blankets,  for  food  and  supplies.  Check 
with  Church  World  Service  for  one  sup¬ 
port  group. 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Duncan  feels  that 
women  do  not  have  a  role  in  the  deci¬ 
sion-making  that  will  bring  peace. 
Theirs  is  only  to  accept  what  is  done  by 
the  nations’  leaders. 

The  record  of  horrible  wars  that  all 
have  endured  and  the  acceptance  of  the 
nuclear  armament  business  are  not 
good. 

“Maintain  peace  through  justice  and 
strength?”  Unfortunately,  they  do  not  al¬ 
ways  go  together. 

Doris  W.  Davis 
Robinson,  Illindis 
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CENTRALIA,  Penn.— The  sign  tells  the  story,  an¬ 
nouncing  both  a  welcome  and  the  closing  service  at 
Centralia  United  Methodist  Church  last  summer  after 
the  church’s  members  voted  to  close  the  church.  A  fire 
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raging  underground  in  an  abandoned  coal  mine  had 
sent  noxious  fumes  to  the  surface,  forcing  most  parish¬ 
ioners  to  move  to  nearby  towns.  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  preached  at  the  church’s  final  service. 


Church  succumbs  to  old  flames 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
CENTRALIA,  Penn  — Fire  from  an 
abandoned  coal  mine  that  has  raged 
underground  beneath  Centralia  for  22 
years  has  claimed  another  victim:  Cen¬ 
tralia  United  Methodist  Church. 

Although  the  60-year-old  white 
frame  church  is  still  standing,  the 
membership  of  its  congregation  has 
dwindled  from  over  100  to  less  than  10 
in  the  past  two  years.  People  have  relo¬ 
cated  their  homes  and  businesses  away 
from  the  eastern  Pennsylvania  town 
where  carbon  dioxide  gas  had  been 
seeping  into  basements  and  spreading 
into  other  areas  for  several  years. 

The  fire,  thought  to  have  started  as  a 
trash  fire  that  spread  throughout  the 
mine,  has  been  impossible  to  extinguish 
despite  repeated  attempts  to  flood  the 
shaft  with  slurry,  a  watery  mixture  of 
insoluble  matter. 

Because  our  congregation  had 
dwindled,  we  had  to  make  a  decision: 
either  to  close  down  voluntarily  or 
have  the  bishop  declare  the  church 
abandoned,”  said  the  Rev.  Westcoat 
Sandlin,  the  church's  final  pastor. 

The  eight-member  congregation  vot¬ 
ed  to  close  the  church  and  accept  an  of¬ 
fer  from  a  federal  relocation  program 
that  paid  $63,000  for  the  church.  The 


$29,500  offered  for  the  parsonage  is  be¬ 
ing  contested,  however,  because  it  is 
not  enough  to  secure  a  comparable 
home  in  a  nearby  area,  Mr.  Sandlin 
said. 

Congress  in  1984  allotted  $42  million 
for  the  Centralia  Fire  Relocation  Pro¬ 
ject  under  the  Relocation  Assistance 
Act  of  1970,  explained  Mr.  Sandlin,  who 
is  a  lawyer  as  well  as  a  minister.  The 
federal  government  took  over  responsi¬ 
bility  because  it  was  impossible  to  find 
a  single  coal  mine  company  or  individ¬ 
ual  who  claimed  ownership  of  the  land, 
he  said. 

Money  offered  in  settlement  is  being 
held  in  escrow  until  the  church’s  board 
of  trustees  decides  how  it  will  be  spent. 
Normally,  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  a 
United  Methodist  church  revert  to  the 
conference  council  on  ministries,  but 
Mr.  Sandlin  said  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  and  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  cabinet  “don’t  want  to  tell 
us  what  to  do  with  the  money.” 

Former  members  of  Centralia  UMC 
have  been  helped  to  relocate  to  resi¬ 
dential  areas  of  their  choosing— most 
to  adjoining  areas,  but  some  to  as  far 
away  as  California.  Mr.  Sandlin  said. 

Most  remaining  members  of  Centra¬ 
lia  will  relocate  to  the  three  other  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  churches  in  the 
immediate  area,  Mr.  Sandlin  said. 

Since  the  Centralia  congregation  was 
given  rights  to  salvage  anything  of  val¬ 
ue  from  its  condemned  building,  most 
memorabilia  and  furnishings  will  be 
given  to  the  Church  of  the  Resurrection 
United  Methodist  in  the  West  Chester 
district,  75  miles  away. 

The  Church  of  the  Resurrection,  less 
than  a  year  in  existence,  was  chosen  to 
receive  the  furnishings  and  $15,000 
from  unrestricted  funds  of  Centralia 
UMC’s  endowment  — accumulated 
through  the  years— to  be  used  in  its 
building  fund  because  it  is  a  new  and 
struggling  congregation,  Mr.  Sandlin 
said. 

Members  of  the  Church  of  Resurrec¬ 
tion  spent  a  day  dismantling  Centralia 
UMC,  spent  the  night  and  had  break¬ 
fast  the  next  day  with  the  few  remain¬ 
ing  members  of  the  church. 

A  decision  should  be  made  in  the 
next  few  months  about  how  the  $63,000 
will  be  disseminated,  Mr.  Sandlin  add¬ 
ed. 

"This  was  a  very  emotional  decision 
for  the  people  of  Centralia.”  Mr.  Sand¬ 
lin  said.  “It  was  an  extended  grief  pro¬ 
cess  but  they  are  ready  to  go  on  now.". 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


All  UM  churches  on  stale’s  coast 
suffer  Hurricane  Elena  damage 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

JACKSON,  Miss  — Chain  saws  were  due 
to  replace  Bible  commentaries  in  the 
hands  of  United  Methodist  clergy  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  in  early  September  as  the  mop- 
up  from  Hurricane  Elena  gained  speed 

Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan  of  the  Jack- 
son  Area  said  Sept.  4  a  scheduled  "school 
of  applied  ministry"  would  be  called  off 
and  "we  will  apply  ministry  to  the  needs 
of  people”  in  the  Gulf  Coast  regions  bat¬ 
tered  by  hurricane  winds  and  rain  and 
accompanying  tornadoes. 

"We’ll  knock  on  doors  and  say:  Hey, 
do  you  want  us  to  help  you?’  "  the  bishop 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service.  The 
general  damage  that  could  run  into  the 
hundreds  of  tnillions  of  dollars  included 
losses  at  United  Methodist  churches, 
parsonages  and  other  properties. 

"There’s  not  a  single  church  on  the 
coast  that’s  not  damaged,”  the  bishop 
said. 

Apparently  hardest  hit  were  churches 
in  Gautier  and  Pascagoula,  Miss.  Bishop 
Morgan  said  the  Gautier  church  might 
have  to  be  razed  and  replaced  because  of 
structural  damage.  In  Biloxi,  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  conference  Seashore  Assembly  suf¬ 
fered  extensive  damage,  but  an  adjacent 
retirement  home  was  reported  to  have 
"come  through  pretty  well.”  At  Wave- 
land,  Miss.,  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  Gulfside  Assembly  sustained  some 
missing  shingles,  doors  blown  from  their 
hinges  and  uprooted  trees  but  escaped 
the  brunt  of  the  storm. 

Across  the  region,  gaping  holes  in 
roofs,  shattered  glass,  rain-soaked  interi¬ 
ors  and  uprooted  trees  were  a  common 
sight. 

Even  with  the  losses,  the  Rev.  Clint 
Gill  of  Gulfport,  superintendent  of  the 
Seashore  District,  said,  "I  think  we  were 
very  fortunate  to  come  off  as  well  as  we 
did.” 

A  similar  evaluation  was  voiced  by 
the  Rev.  J  Fred  Toland  Jr.,  a  pastor  in 
Mobile,  Ala.,  who  chairs  the  United 
Methodist  disaster  response  commission 
in  the  North  Alabama  and  Alabama- 
West  Florida  Conferences.  “It  looks  like 
we  really  have  been  spared  a  great  deal 
of  damage,”  Mr.  Toland  said  after  a  pre¬ 
liminary  assessment  of  the  situation. 

At  the  South  Brookley  Church  in  Mo¬ 
bile,  the  Rev  Frank  Furr  had  a  file  of 
waterlogged  sermons  and  a  badly  dam¬ 
aged  library  on  his  hands  after  rain 
poured  through  a  hole  torn  in  the  roof  of 
his  study. 

Mr.  Toland  said  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Dauphin  Island,  where  prop¬ 
erty  losses  ran  into  the  millions,  had 
some  broken  windows.  A  dollar  value  on 
the  total  loss  of  United  Methodist  prop¬ 
erty  was  not  available  immediately,  nor 
was  a  measure  of  psychological  suffer¬ 
ing  as  the  storm  wandered  back  and 


Rumpled  giant  advocates  ‘principles’ 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
CHICAGO— Striding  about  the  room, 
once  banging  a  water  pitcher  on  the  lun¬ 
cheon  table  for  emphasis,  the  rumpled 
-giant  of  a  black  preacher  is  a  powerful 
advocate  for  his  cause. 

For  more  than  a  decade,  the  “cause” 
for  the  Rev  Leon  Sullivan  has  been 
fighting  apartheid  and  trying  to  improve 
the  lot  of  black  South  African  workers 
through  a  set  of  “principles”  which  U.S. 


corporations  doing  business  in  that  trou¬ 
bled  land  agree  to  implement  in  their  op¬ 
erations. 

It  has  been  a  bumpy  road  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  the  pastor  of  Zion  Baptist 
Church  in  Philadelphia  said  in  a  mid-Au¬ 
gust  address  to  a  United  Methodist  gath¬ 
ering.  The  two  dozen  representatives  of 
13  national  and  international  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  met  to  discuss  how  best 
to  marshal  their  $2  billion  in  invest¬ 
ments  against  South  Africa's  apartheid 


November  mailing  across  UMC 
to  explain  public  relations  plan 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE— A  comprehensive  packet 
on  the  newly-selected  “Catch  the  Spirit" 
national  United  Methodist  public  relations 
project  (see  Reporter,  July  12  and  Aug.  23) 
will  go  out  to  all  churches  in  mid-Novem¬ 
ber. 

Bill  Richards,  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  said,  “We’ve  been  deluged  with 
calls  (about  the  campaign)  and  we're 
working  as  fast  as  we  can  on  a  packet 
that  will  outline  it  in  detail."  he  said.  The 
campaign  will  be  the  first  full-fledged, 
multi-media  public  relations  project  of- 
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fered  to  the  denomination,  Mr.  Richards 
said. 

A  companion  campaign  based  on  the 
theme,  "The  World  is  our  Parish,”  will 
continue  to  be  offered  as  an  “internal” 
public  relations  project.  "Originally  we 
thought  we  could  use  it  on  a  national  scale 
outside  the  United  Methodist  Church,  but 
people  don’t  know  what  the  term  ("The 
World  is  our  Parish”)  means.  We  don't 
want  to  use  in'  language  on  a  general  au¬ 
dience."  Mr.  Richards  said. 

“  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  is  more  universally 
appealing.  It  has  more  action  . . .  more 
activity.  If  we  can  get  them  (non-United 
Methodists)  into  the  church  with  ‘Catch 
the  Spirit’  . . .  later  on  down  the  road  we 
can  introduce  them  to  The  World  is  our 
Parish,’  ”  Mr.  Richards  said. 

The  “Catch  the  Spirit"  media  cam¬ 
paign,  developed  and  used  by  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Annual  Conference  before  its 
adoption  for  national  use,  utilizes  news¬ 
paper  ads,  church  bulletin  covers,  a  ra¬ 
dio  jingle,  doorknob  hangers  and  outdoor 
billboards.  A  new  United  Methodist  tele¬ 
vision  show,  expected  to  go  on  cable  in 
January,  has  also  been  named  “Catch 
the  Spirit.” 

"The  World  is  our  Parish"  campaign 
"logo"  or  identification  mark  features 
outlined  figures  representing  different 
races.  The  term  "The  World  is  our  Par¬ 
ish”  is  an  adaptation  of  John  Wesley's 
claim  that  "The  world  is  mv  parish.” 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Oct.  .11 -Nov.  2 

Managing  the  Future:  Taking  Charge  of  Change 
This  continuing  education  event  is  co-sponsored 
bv  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Urban  Ministries 
Network  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  Examin¬ 
ing  the  changing  face  and  future  of  religious  com 
munities  both  domestically  and  internationally 
Faculty:  Joe  A.  Slicker,  Presbyterian  clergvper- 
son.  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Faith  and  Life 
Community  in  Dallas.  Texas  Mr  Slicker  does  re¬ 
search  in  futuring  for  the  Institute  of  Cultural  Af¬ 
fairs  Tex  S.  Sample,  professor  of  church  and 
society.  St  Paul  School  of  Theology  Dr.  Willis 
Harman,  president  of  the  Institute  of  Noetic  Sci¬ 
ences  and  social  scientist  for  16  years  with  Stan¬ 
ford  Research  Institute  1  0  CEU.  $200  (includes 
room,  board  and  all  lectures)  Enrollment  limit:  20 
participants  who  must  be  registered  by  Oct  1 
Contact  Dr  Stewart  Whitney.  205  E  Ninth.  Kan¬ 
sas  City.  MO  64106  Phone  (816)  842-3484 


system  of  racial  separation. 

Principles  bear  his  name 

Dr.  Sullivan  said  he  devised  the  con¬ 
troversial  principles  which  bear  his 
name  after  conversations  in  1975  with 
representatives  of  the  emerging  trade 
union  movement  in  South  Africa.  He  had 
been  a  director  of  General  Motors  for 
four  years  and  during  that  time  had 
"passionately  made  efforts”  to  get  GM 
out  of  South  Africa. 

Those  attempts  did  not  draw  "one  iota 
of  encouragement”  he  told  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  "As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  did  not 
even  get  a  post  card  from  a  black 
preacher  in  America  supporting  me." 

After  devising  the  statement  of  princi¬ 
ples,  "it  took  me  two  years,  after  travel¬ 
ing  throughout  America,  to  get  12 
companies  to  agree  to  observe  the  prin¬ 
ciples."  Dr.  Sullivan  recounted 

“But  I  said  then  that  a  ripple  can  be¬ 
come  a  wave  that  can  become  a  tide 
I  held  to  my  principles  in  spite  of  opposi¬ 
tion  from  the  right  and  opposition  from 
the  left  because  I  believed  and  I  knew 
that  I  was  doing  the  work  of  God. 

"I  am  a  black  Baptist  preacher.  That 
is  what  I  am,  that  is  my  mission  and  that 
is  where  I  am  coming  from.  And  if  you 
can’t  see  what  I  do  in  the  context  of  my 
mission  for  Jesus  Christ,  you  miss  me  " 

Integrated  conditions  sought 

The  principles,  which  have  been  ex¬ 
panded  four  times,  call  for  non-segregat- 
ed  working,  eating,  comfort  and  locker 
facilities;  fair  practicies  and  equal  pay 
for  all  workers;  initiation  of  training 
programs  to  increase  the  number  of  non¬ 
whites  in  supervisory  and  administrative 
jobs;  improvement  in  living  conditions 
outside  work;  and  support  for  the  ending 
of  all  apartheid  laws,  among  other 
things. 

As  of  Oct.  25,  1984,  128  corporations 
with  operations  in  South  Africa  had 
signed  the  Sullivan  Principles.  Perfor¬ 
mance  of  companies  in  meeting  the  stan- 
dards  is  audited  annually  by  the 
consulting  firm  of  Arthur  D.  Little.  Inc. 

The  signatory  companies  provide 
about  66,000  jobs,  but  an  aide  of  Dr  Sul¬ 
livan’s  told  the  United  Methodists  here 
that  the  economic  impact  of  those  jobs 
affects  at  least  eight  times  that  many 
persons. 

Critics  of  the  principles,  some  of  them 
United  Methodists,  say  the  principles  do 
not  go  far  enough  and  that  total  disin¬ 
vestment  by  the  companies  is  the  only 
answer,  no  matter  what  the  immediate 
impact  on  black  South  Africans.  Failing 
disinvestments,  the  critics  say,  stock¬ 
holders  in  these  companies  should  divest 
their  holdings. 

The  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action,  an  independent  group  within 
United  Methodism,  has  been  one  of  the 


forth  through  the  Eastern  Gulf  region 
during  the  Labor  Day  weekend. 

“There’s  never  been  a  hurricane  that 
did  what  this  one  did,"  said  Mr.  Toland. 
He  offered  the  opinion  that  the  psycho¬ 
logical  effects  could  be  extensive  for 
people  who  moved  out,  then  returned  to 
their  homes  when  the  storm  appeared  to 
be  headed  elsewhere,  only  to  be  forced  to 


once  again. 

Bishop  Morgan  said  an  initial  check  of 
$10,000  was  being  sent  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to  aid 
victims  of  the  storm.  The  possibility  of  a 
statewide  fund  appeal  among  the  United 
Methodist  churches  was  being  considered, 
according  to  the  Rev.  T.  Jerry  Mitchell, 
Jackson  Area  disaster  coordinator. 


Unitarian  leader  attacks 
Boy  Scouts  for  required 
belief  in  ‘Supreme  Being’ 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON-The  head  of  the 
Unitarian  Church  has  attacked  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  for  denying  promo¬ 
tion  to  a  scout  who  refused  to  affirm 
belief  in  God  as  a  "Supreme  Being." 

Fifteen-year-old  Paul  Trout  of  Shep- 
herdstown,  W.  VA.,  received  notice 
last  spring  that  he  would  be  refused 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  Life  Scout. 

In  a  letter  to  the  boy’s  parents.  BSA 
chief  executive  Ben  H.  Love  said, 
"Youth  and/or  adult  members  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  must  meet  cer¬ 
tain  membership  requirements.  One  of 
these  requirements  is  belief  in  a  Su¬ 
preme  Being.” 

The  boy’s  parents  have  protested  the 
decision,  arguing  that  neither  the  BSA 
handbook  nor  registration  materials 
require  explicit  belief  in  God  as  a  con¬ 
dition  of  membership. 

William  F.  Schultz,  president  of  the 
170,000-member  Unitarian  Universalist 
Association,  criticized  the  promotion  de¬ 
nial  as  a  violation  of  religious  liberty 
In  a  letter  to  the  Boy  Scouts  chief,  he 
said  the  organization  was  seeking  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  “religious  test  for  member¬ 
ship  and  excluding  a  whole  host  of 
young  people,  including  some  Unitari¬ 


an  Universalists,  who  consider  them¬ 
selves  religious  people  but  who  do  not 
speak  of  their  faith  and  spirituality  in 
terms  of  God. 

“Such  a  religious  test  .  raises 
questions  as  to  whether  the  Scouts 
ought  to  receive  government  funds  or 
utilize  government  properties,"  he 
said. 

Dr  Schultz  continued  that  although 
Mr  Trout  "is  willing  to  speak  of  God,’ 
he  does  not  conceive  of  God  as  ‘Su¬ 
preme  Being.’  ”  He  asserted  that  "in 
this  respect  he  is  in  exceptionally  good 
company.” 

Not  only  do  most  Eastern  religions 
have  "far  less  hierarchical  notions  of 
deity  than  the  Scouts  do,  even  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition,  particularly  in  its  more 
mystical  manifestations,  offers  consid¬ 
erable  support  for  Mr  Trout  s  wariness 
of  God’s  supremacy.  Dr.  Schultz  said. 

"And  even  Jesus  might  have  difficul¬ 
ty  qualifying  if  he  held  to  his  opinion 
that  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  within 
you,’  ”  the  Unitarian  leader  told  the 
Scout  official. 

“The  business  of  the  Boy  Scouts."  he 
added,  "is  not  theology,  but  developing 
leadership  skills  in  young  people.  The 
Scouts  should  stick  to  that.  ” 


Basic  guidelines  suggested 
for  new  hymnal  language 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE  — Although  "Father,” 
“Lord,"  and  “King"  may  be  retained  in 
traditional  hymns,  a  language  subcom¬ 
mittee  recommends  inclusive  language 
and  the  elimination  of  “unnecessarily  re¬ 
peated"  masculine  pronouns  for  the  De¬ 
ity  in  the  proposed  United  Methodist 
hymnal. 

Among  recommendations  to  the  25- 
member  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
are: 

•  that  all  texts  be  tested  by  the  "Wes¬ 
ley  quadrilateral ’—Scripture,  tradition, 
experience,  and  reason— the  basic  doc¬ 
trinal  guidelines  for  United  Methodist 
beliefs; 

•  that  old  and  new  hymns  written  in 
traditional  language  use  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  to  describe  "persons  in  the  assem¬ 
bly,  the  community  and  the  world"; 

•that,  if  possible,  the  poet’s  original 
traditional  language  in  reference  to  God 
be  retained,  but  substitutions  be  made 
for  “unnecessarily  repeated  gender, 
metaphors,  nouns  and  pronouns” ; 

•  that  language  considered  racially, 
ethnically  or  otherwise  discriminatory, 
in  accord  with  the  church’s  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  as  stated  in  The  Book  of  Discipline, 


be  altered  or  deleted. 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  editor  for 
the  proposed  new  hymnal,  said  that 
these  guidelines,  along  with  others,  have 
been  forwarded  to  more  than  700  grass¬ 
roots  consultants  across  the  denomina¬ 
tion  for  comment  and  criticism. 
Guidelines,  with  accompanying  com¬ 
ments,  will  be  returned  to  the  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee  to  be  considered  for 
adoption  at  this  mid-October  meeting. 

Dr.  Young  explained  that,  concerning 
inclusive  language,  the  subcommittee 
and  its  consultants  want  to  retain  the 
beauty,  tradition  and  meaning  of  the 
hymns  while  remaining  sensitive  to  con¬ 
cerns  about  messages  conveyed  in  the 
text. 

He  stressed,  however,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  “will  not  be  creating  new  hymns 
with  new  meanings  under  the  guise  of  re¬ 
writing  hymns.  If  we  decide  that  a  text  is 
unacceptable,  we  will  drop  it  or  replace 
the  text  with  a  new  one.  We  will  respect 
a  poet’s  work ." 

The  language/ theology  subcommittee 
will  continue  its  work,  pending  approval 
by  the  entire  revision  committee,  Dr. 
Young  said.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  is  set  for 
Oct.  14-15  in  Chicago. 


Leon  Sullivan 

most  vocal  critics  of  the  Sullivan  Princi¬ 
ples. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  group's  “Social 
Questions  Bulletin”  claims  that  "the  vast 
majority  of  blacks  are  worse  off  now 
than  they  were"  when  the  principles 
were  adopted. 

The  1984  General  Conference  "encour¬ 
age^)  United  Methodist  agencies  to  di¬ 
vest  from  corporation  doing  business  in 
South  Africa." 

Among  staunchest  backers  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  has  been  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Pensions,  which  man¬ 
ages  an  investment  portfolio  with  a  mar¬ 
ket  value  of  $1.8  billion. 

Pensions  board  backs  principles 

Board  officials  say  the  pensions  agen¬ 
cy  has  played  "an  important  role  in  en¬ 
couraging  as  many  as  50  companies  to 
sign  the  principles.  In  the  board’s  opin¬ 
ion,  divestment  would  mean  losing  im¬ 
portant  leverage  in  the  fight  against 
apartheid. 

In  his  remarks  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ists,  Dr.  Sullivan  said  that  if  “apartheid 
is  not  statutorily  ended  (in  two  years),  I 
will  call  for  the  withdrawing  of  all 
American  companies  ...  a  total  embar¬ 
go  of  South  Africa  by  the  United  States.” 

The  apartheid  fighter  asserted  that 
the  principles  which  bear  his  name 
"have  done  more  to  bring  about  revolu¬ 
tionary  changes  in  industrial  relations  in 
South  Africa  than  anything  else  that  has 
happened  in  that  country  .  .  in  300 
years.” 

His  voice  breaking  with  emotion,  he 
told  them,  "I  still  think  there  is  hope  . . . 
if  the  major  forces  in  South  Africa  will 
stand  up  against  apartheid.  Very  few 
people  believe  that,  but  I,  as  a  Christian, 
am  supposed  to  believe  that,  and  I  do  be¬ 
lieve  it.” 


World  Council  pleased 
by  first  responses  to  BEM 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  first  batch  of  offi¬ 
cial  church  responses  to  the  landmark 
ecumenical  document  "Baptism,  Eucha¬ 
rist  and  Ministry”  is  "constructive,  en¬ 
thusiastic  and  encouraging,”  said  a 
World  Council  of  Churches  spokesman  in 
a  telephone  interview  from  Stavanger, 
Norway. 

The  World  Council’s  Faith  and  Order 
Commission,  meeting  in  Stavanger  in  a 
low-key  plenary  session  recently,  has 
given  close  attention  to  the  40  official  re¬ 
sponses  received  to  date,  said  Marlin 
Van  Elderen,  editor  of  the  WCC's  month¬ 
ly  magazine.  One  World. 

Deadline  for  denominational  respons¬ 
es  is  Dec.  31,  and  the  large  majority  of 
the  WCC’s  310  member  churches  have 
not  yet  expressed  their  judgment  on  the 
BEM  document,  the  culmination  of  a 
half-century’s  work  by  Catholic,  Ortho¬ 
dox  and  Protestant  theologians.  Non- 
WCC  churches  involved  in  the  Faith  and 
Order  unit,  including  Roman  Catholics, 
were  also  asked  to  respond. 

The  Stavanger  meeting,  attended  by 
120  members  from  57  countries,  is  the 
first  Faith  and  Order  plenary  since  the 
1982  meeting  in  Lima,  Peru,  where  the 
BEM  document  was  completed.  Nearly 
all  major  church  traditions  were  repre¬ 
sented.  including  12  Roman  Catholics 
who  are  full  members  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission.  Sixteen  Americans 
are  on  the  commission,  and  the  meeting 
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has  been  chaired  by  the  commission’s 
American  moderator,  the  Rev.  John 
Deschner  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Dallas. 

Criticisms  of  the  Lima  document  in¬ 
clude  indications  from  Reformed  bodies 
that  they  believe  the  importance  of 
Scripture  in  worship  is  not  sufficiently 
stressed  in  the  BEM  paper 

Other  troubling  issues,  said  Mr.  Van 
Elderen,  include  differing  views  of  the 
churches  on  ordination  of  women  and  the 
apostolic  succession.  The  issue  of  rebap¬ 
tism  has  arisen,  he  said,  in  churches  that 
believe  baptisms  by  some  other  churches 
were  not  valid. 
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‘Edelweiss’  benediction  called  a  no-no 


Broadway  publisher  debates  court  action  over  use  of  popular  tune 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Putting  religious  words 
to  secular  tunes  is  a  practice  that  dates 
back  centuries.  But  congregations  across 
the  country  have  incurred  the  displea¬ 
sure  of  a  New  York  music  firm  by  sing¬ 
ing  a  sacred  benediction  text  to  the 
Broadway  show  tune  "Edelweiss.” 

The  late  Richard  Rogers’  melody  and 
the  late  Oscar  Hammerstein,  Jr.’s  lyrics, 
written  in  1959  for  “The  Sound  of  Mu¬ 
sic,"  are  “wedded,"  and  churches  that 
use  the  tune  with  a  different  set  of  words 
are  violating  copyright  laws,  say  the 
managers  of  the  successful  Broadway 
show  team’s  musical  estate. 

Sources  in  three  denominations— the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.A.)  and  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)— say  that 
the  number  of  congregations  using  the 
“Edelweiss”  tune  with  benediction  texts 
which  has  spontaneously  spread  across 


the  country  cannot  be  easily  estimated. 
In  the  most  common  version  sung,  the 
words  begin,  "May  the  Lord,  mighty 
Lord,  bless  and  keep  you  forever." 

Rumors  of  lawsuit  circulated 

Rumors  that  the  Rogers  and  Hammer- 
stein  estate  had  filed  three  major  law¬ 
suits  against  churches  for  $160,000 
apiece  circulated  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  musicians,  but  RNS 
has  been  unable  to  confirm  that  any  liti¬ 
gation  is  in  process. 

Bruce  Gold,  the  New  York  attorney 
retained  by  Chappell  Music  Company, 
administrators  of  musical  rights  for 
Rogers  and  Hammerstein  works,  said, 
"It's  difficult  for  me  to  confirm  or  deny 
that  any  litigation  may  be  in  process  or 
threatened.  I  don't  believe  in  trying  a 
matter  in  the  press.  That  doesn’t  serve  a 
client’s  interests.” 

Mr  Gold  did  acknowledge,  however. 


that  his  offices  have  communicated  with 
"a  number  of  churches"  about  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  song’s  copyright.  "If  you  can 
resolve  something  in  an  amicable  way, 
behind  the  scenes,  you’re  more  likely  to 
do  that  rather  than  by  raising  a  fuss  and 
letting  it  be  known  in  the  press,"  he  said. 

"Any  use  without  permission  will  be 
met  with  an  appropriate  objection,"  he 
said.  Mr.  Gold  said  he  had  been  instruct¬ 
ed  by  his  client  that  the  melody  is  pro¬ 
tected  by  copyright  in  the  U.S. 

“But  there  are  colors  of  grey,”  said 
the  lawyer.  An  older  copyright  law  ap¬ 
plied  only  to  "public  performances  for 
profit,"  but  the  current  law  eliminates 
the  words  "for  profit.”  Copyright  viola¬ 
tions  involving  performances  for  profit 
are  still  looked  upon  as  more  serious 
than  nonprofit  uses,  he  said. 

It’s  not  stoppable 

Noting  the  widespread  occurrences  of 


Executive  director  and  founder  of  the  California 
Parks  Ministry  the  Rev.  Ralph  Bolick,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  (left)  spends  most  of  his  summer  going  between 


the  33  parks  that  the  ministry  serves.  Among  regular 
duties  of  parks  chaplains  is  simply  talking  with  camp¬ 
ers  like  the  unidentified  man  with  Mr.  Bolick. 


State  parks  provide  places  for  ministry 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

How  many  "preaching  places"  ac¬ 
commodate  Episcopal,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist,  United  Methodist.  Assembly  of 
God  and  Lutheran  pastors  all  in  one 
space? 

Thirty-three  sites  in  the  woods, 
beaches  and  mountains  of  California’s 
massive  state  park  system  have  done 
just  that,  playing  host  to  ministers 
from  some  two  dozen  denominations 
this  summer. 

"Our  parish  is  800  miles  long.”  said 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Bolick.  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  California  Parks  Ministry. 
The  retired  United  Methodist  heads  the 
non-denominational  ministry  repre¬ 
senting  26  denominations  and  utilizing 
200  pastors  from  around  the  state. 

Ministers  who  serve  this  parish-in- 
the-wild  are  as  varied  as  the  several 
million  people  who  camp  in  the  na¬ 
tion’s  largest  state  park  system,  he 
contends. 

There  to  proclaim  Gospel 

"We  re  there  to  proclaim  the  Gospel 
in  a  time  and  place  when  most  people 
won’t  ordinarily  take  time  out  to  wor¬ 
ship,”  he  said.  "We  don't  care  about 
church  affiliation  or  style  .  just  a 
willingness  to  take  the  message  of 
God’s  greatness  into  the  parks." 

"The  parks  are  a  perfect  religious 
setting  . . .  What  better  place  is  there 


to  talk  about  God's  power  and  His 
beautiful  creations?" 

The  program  is  based  on  a  simple 
format,  Mr.  Bolick  said.  Ministers  and 
their  immediate  families  are  provided 
a  campsite— complete  with  tent,  cook¬ 
ing  equipment  and  lanterns— for  one  to 
two  weeks. 

Park  chaplains  on  call 

Park  chaplains  are  expected  to  be  on 
call  by  park  rangers  to  handle  such 
emergencies  as  delivering  a  death  no¬ 
tice  or  comforting  families  in  the  case 
of  medical  emergencies  or  persons  be¬ 
ing  lost  in  the  park 

Ministers  (and  their  families,  when 
possible)  are  asked  to  walk  through 
campsites  on  Saturday  nights  to  greet 
campers  and  invite  them  to  church  the 
following  day. 

On  Sundays,  park  chaplains  lead  in¬ 
terested  campers  in  an  informal 
church  service  that’s  usually  45  min¬ 
utes  long  and  consists  of  several  hymns 
and  a  short  devotional-type  sermon. 

All  Christian  ministers  are  eligible  to 
participate,  Mr.  Bolick  said,  and  there 
is  a  constant  need  for  more  ministers 
because  some  170  California  state 
parks  are  not  being  served. 

Ministry  serves  largest  system 

With  more  than  200  state  parks,  Cali¬ 
fornia  has  the  largest  state  park  pro¬ 
gram  in  the  country.  Between  45  and  50 


million  camper-days  are  recorded  in 
these  parks  each  year,  he  said. 

The  program  started  with  seven  "pi¬ 
lot”  park  sites  and  has  expanded  into 
33  parks,  he  said.  Sixty  percent  of  the 
$32,000  budget  for  administrative 
costs,  campsite  equipment,  and  wor¬ 
ship  bulletins  is  financed  by  Kiwanis 
Clubs  of  California  and  private  dona¬ 
tions.  "Very,  very  little”  comes  from 
the  denominations,  Mr.  Bolick  said. 

Ministers  stay  “on  call” 

The  Rev.  Herbert  Christ,  pastor  of 
College  Park  Presbyterian  Church  in 
San  Diego  started  with  the  program  at 
its  inception  and  recalls  several  in¬ 
stances  when  he  has  been  able  to  minis¬ 
ter  beyond  the  Sunday-morning 
service. 

“Once,  a  couple  was  busted  for  drugs 
at  a  campsite,  and  I  was  asked  to  help 
find  temporary  homes  for  their  chil¬ 
dren  . . .  Another  time  I  was  awakened 
in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  a  woman 
who  had  lost  one  of  her  kids,  and  I  took 
her  to  the  ranger.” 

He  tells  of  another  time  when  he  did 
some  on-the-spot  marriage  counseling 
and  coincidentally  saw  the  couple  the 
following  year— happily  married  with 
a  newfound  faith  in  God  and  their  mar¬ 
riage.  he  said. 

"We  encourage  people  to  drop  by  the 
campsite,”  Mr.  Christ  says.  “Most  of  us 
are  open  to  that  kind  of  counseling." 


the  church  today 


First  grants  designated 
from  UM  Asian  American  fund 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMNS)— The  first 
four  grants  from  the  Asian  American 
Endowment  Fund  within  United  Method¬ 
ism  have  gone  to  two  individuals,  a  sem¬ 
inary  and  a  local  church. 

The  grants  are  a  feature  of  the  fund 
launched  by  the  denomination's  Asian 
American  caucus  in  1980  to  support  a 
seven-point  program  of  ministries 
among  Asian  American  constitutents.  In¬ 
cluded  is  the  beginning  of  new  congrega¬ 
tions.  enlisting  clergy,  and  expanding 
community  services. 


Indiana  Adventists  sue 
to  retain  tax  exemptions 

INDIANAPOLIS  (RNS)— The  Indiana 
Association  of  Seventh-day  Adventists 
has  filed  suit  against  the  state  board  of 
tax  commissioners  to  keep  property  off 
tax  rolls  in  three  counties. 

The  suits  were  filed  in  Hamilton.  Hen¬ 
dricks  and  Owen  counties  after  the  state 
board  upheld  findings  by  the  local  county 
boards  of  review  in  denying  the  Advent¬ 
ists'  request  to  renew  church  property 
exemptions. 

Property  affected  by  the  state  agen¬ 
cy's  rulings  is  assessed  at  $303,170,  in¬ 
cluding  $285,320  for  a  complex  near 
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Cicero  in  Hamilton  County,  where  the 
Adventists  own  a  church,  school,  indus¬ 
trial  building,  bookstore,  private  resi¬ 
dences  and  farmland. 

New  editor  named 
for  ministry  magazine 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)- Eugene  C.  Roehl- 
kepartain,  23.  has  been  named  to  edit  the 
clergy  journal  The  Christian  Ministry, 
published  six  times  a  year  by  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Century  Foundation  in  Chicago.  His 
title  will  be  editorial  coordinator. 

Mr.  Roehlkepartain,  whose  name  was 
Partain  before  his  marriage  in  June, 
grew  up  in  Tanzania,  the  son  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries.  A  graduate  of  Bay¬ 
lor  University  with  a  degree  in  journal¬ 
ism  and  religion,  he  became  an  assistant 
editor  of  the  foundation’s  other  publica¬ 
tion,  the  liberal  weekly  Christian  Centu¬ 
ry,  last  year,  and  will  continue  in  that 
post. 

Newspaper  founded  by  Moon 
followers  suspends  publication 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  New  York 
City  Tribune,  a  daily  newspaper  founded 
by  followers  of  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung 
Moon,  suspended  publication  following 
its  Aug.  26  issue. 

The  paper’s  owners,  News  World  Com¬ 
munications,  Inc.,  said  the  paper  will  re¬ 
sume  publication  Jan.  1,  1986,  after  a 
four-month  hiatus  to  reorganize  the  pa¬ 
per  and  move  to  a  new  printing  plant  on 
Long  Island  with  a  high-speed,  full-color 
press  and  satellite  transmission.  The 
company  owns  two  other  papers,  The 
Washington  Times  and  the  Spanish-lan- 
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guage  Noticias  del  Mundo,  which  has 
both  New  York  and  Los  Angeles  editions. 

Newspaper  management  claims  that 
their  is  no  financial  or  editorial  connec¬ 
tion  between  News  World  Communica¬ 
tions  and  the  Unification  Church.  The 
company  was  founded  by  followers  of 
Sun  Myung  Moon,  head  of  the  church. 
The  paper  has  given  far  more  extensive 
and  favorable  coverage  than  other  New 
York-area  dailies  to  Mr.  Moon's  activi¬ 
ties,  including  his  recent  release  from 
prison,  where  he  was  held  after  being 
convicted  on  charges  of  violating  in¬ 
come-tax  laws  (see  Reporter,  Sept.  6). 

Former  Army  chief  of  chaplains 
Lutheran  G.  W.  Hyatt  dead  at  69 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  Ger- 
hardt  W.  Hyatt,  former  U.S.  Army  chief 
of  chaplains,  died  Aug.  30  at  Arlington 
(Va.)  Hospital  after  suffering  two  heart 
attacks.  He  was  69  years  old. 

Mr.  Hyatt  was  second  vice-president 
of  the  2.7-million-member  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  who  joined  the  Army  as  a 
chaplain  and  first  lieutenant  in  1945, 
rose  to  become  a  major  general.  He  was 
chief  of  chaplains  from  1971  until  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  the  Army  in  1975. 

Alcoholism  workshop  planned 
for  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 

KANSAS  CITY-Recognizing  that 
clergy  are  often  the  first  non-medical 
professionals  from  whom  alcoholism-af¬ 
fected  persons  seek  help,  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology  has  scheduled  a  workshop 
Oct.  18  entitled  "Alcoholism:  Coping  and 
Intervention  Strategies." 

The  workshop,  co-sponsored  by  the 
Missouri  West  conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  is  designed  for  pas¬ 
tors  and  will  be  staffed  by  personnel 
from  the  National  Council  on  Alcoholism 
in  Kansas  City  and  other  professional 
care-givers  in  the  field  of  alcoholism 
treatment. 


the  use  of  "Edelweiss"  which  the  Rogers 
and  Hammerstein  heirs  object  to,  he 
said,  "It’s  not  the  kind  of  thing  that’s 
stoppable.  The  damages  you  would  de¬ 
rive  are  minimal.  You  could  win  the 
point  as  a  matter  of  principle,  but  it 
would  cost  you  a  lot  of  money  to  do  it.  If 
I  had  my  druthers,  there 'd  be  nothing  to 
prevent  them  (churches)  from  singing  it 
as  a  matter  of  practicality."  Objecting 
to  copyright  violations  involves  matters 
of  law  rather  than  practicality,  and  car¬ 
rying  out  his  clients’  wishes,  he  said. 

Mr.  Gold  gave  two  examples  of  using 
a  song  without  the  owner’s  permission 
that  would  be  most  likely  to  incite  strong 
objections  or  action:— “if  you  included  it 
(the  song)  in  a  book  that  is  disseminated 
or  sold”  or  "if  a  church  is  the  subject  of  a 
TV  or  radio  broadcast.” 

Charles  Mathes  of  Williamson  Music 
Co.,  publishers  of  Rogers  and  Hammer- 
stein’s  music,  said  he  believed  some 
churches  were  acting  out  of  ignorance. 
"Some  people  think  the  tune  is  an  old  Ba¬ 
varian  folk  song.  But  as  you  may  know, 
“Edelweiss”  was  written  in  1959.  It  was 
the  last  song  Oscar  Hammerstein  wrote 
before  he  died." 

Mr.  Mathes  said  his  firm  frequently 
receives  requests  to  use  different  lyrics 
to  Mr.  Rogers’  tune.  "Our  policy  is  to 
deny  all  such  requests,”  he  said.  “The 
families  believe  that  the  work  should  not 
be  tampered  with  in  any  way." 

Even  when  Richard  Rogers  was  alive, 
the  only  instance  in  which  he  gave  per¬ 
mission  for  a  tune  he  wrote  to  be  used 
with  different  words  was  the  time  he  al¬ 
lowed  Clairol  to  run  an  ad  that  changed 
the  words,  “I’m  gonna  wash  that  man  • 
right  outta  my  hair,”  to  “I’m  gonna  wash 
that  gray  right  outta  my  hair.” 

Mr.  Mathes  said  when  violations,  by 
churches  or  others,  come  to  his  compa¬ 
ny’s  attention,  “We  take  the  necessary 
steps.  We  call  them  up  and  inform 
them."  The  "Edelweiss"  situation  is  a 
problem,  he  acknowledged.  “It’s  inno¬ 
cence  on  people’s  parts.  People  have 
done  it  independently.  It’s  not  a  formal 
movement.  But  one  cannot  allow  these 
things,  or  you  lose  your  right  to  the  song. 
It  (widespread  violation)  could  threaten 
the  status  of  the  copyright.”  Under  cur¬ 
rent  laws,  the  copyright  to  a  song  is  in 
effect  for  75  years. 

Church  receives  warning 

The  Rev.  Henry  Bowden,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles,  La.,  said  his  congregation  fre¬ 
quently  used  the  “Edelweiss”  tune  with 
religious  words  until  they  were  told  it 
was  illegal.  “We  called  the  publishing 
company  and  were  told  vehemently  not 
only  that  it  was  illegal,  but  that  we 
would  be  prosecuted,"  he  said.  He  said  a 
representative  of  the  publisher  told  him 
that  several  suits  already  had  been  filed. 

“It  was  like  a  wake  in  this  congrega¬ 
tion  when  they  told  us  we  couldn’t  use  it 
anymore,"  Mr.  Bowden  said.  "I  even  of¬ 
fered  to  pay  them  (the  company)  royal¬ 
ties.  But  after  we  knew  it  was  a  breach 
of  copyright  laws,  we  were  not  going  to 
do  it  if  they  don't  want  us  to  do  it.” 

The  Rev.  Tom  Wood,  an  official  at  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  Di¬ 
vision  of  Homeland  Ministries,  said, 
“Lots  of  Disciples  are  doing  it.  It’s  safe 
to  say  that  many  of  our  congregations 
are  using  that  tune  with  their  own  devel¬ 
oped  words.  I  happen  to  know  of  two  in 
Indianapolis,  one  in  California  and  one  in 
Illinois.” 

Melva  Costen  of  Atlanta,  editor  of  a 
new  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  hymn- 
book  now  in  process,  said  she  had  heard 
the  "Edwelweiss”  benediction  used  in 
several  Presbyterian  churches.  Lucy 
Hair,  a  Presbyterian  musician  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  who  confirmed  that  use  of 
the  tune  was  common  among  Presby¬ 
terians,  said  she  was  not  surprised  that 
the  copyright  owners  are  raising  objec¬ 
tions.  “When  you’re  dealing  with  ASCAP 
and  Rogers  and  Hammerstein  (on  a 
copyright  infringement),  you're  in  trou¬ 
ble,"  she  said.  (ASCAP,  the  American  So¬ 
ciety  of  Composers,  Authors  and 
Publishers,  is  a  union  concerned  with 
protecting  the  rights  of  songwriters.) 

A  United  Methodist  musician  in  Texas 
who  asked  that  his  name  not  be  used 
said.  “Don’t  tell  anybody.  If  they’re  tak¬ 
ing  people  to  court,  we  don’t  want  them 
to  know  we’re  doing  it.  My  Lord,  every¬ 
body  in  the  world  sings  the  thing.  We’ve 
still  got  it  in  our  music  library,  and  we 
go  on  a  kick  and  sing  it  every  once  in  a 
while.”  His  church  might  be  a  particular 
target,  he  said,  since  its  services  are 
broadcast  on  television. 

Bishop’s  brothers 
change  political  ties 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Abel  Muzorewa  of  Zimbabwe  says 
that  an  Associated  Press  report  from 
Harare  that  his  sons  had  quit  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  political  party  was  in  error. 

Ernest  and  Gwinyai  Muzorewa,  who 
announced  that  they  were  joining  the 
ruling  party  of  Prime  Minister  Robert 
Mugabe,  are  the  bishop’s  younger  broth¬ 
ers.  not  his  sons,  said  the  Methodist  lead¬ 
er. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  s  party  lost  all  three 
of  its  seats  in  Zimbabwe’s  parliament  in 
recent  elections.  The  bishop,  who  heads 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe.  was  a  transitional  prime  minister 
for  several  months  during  the  time  the 
country,  formerly  known  as  Rhodesia, 
was  moving  from  colonialism  to  inde¬ 
pendence. 

The  bishop  is  in  Nashville  on  a  three- 
month  leave  from  his  church  duties, 
studying  at  Scarritt  College.  He  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  return  to  Zimbabwe  in  Novem¬ 
ber 
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PADUCAH,  Ky. — Steps  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Paducah 
present  a  challenge  to  handicapped  people,  as  Tom  Emerson,  chairman  of 
the  church’s  administrative  board,  discovers.  Mr.  Emerson  is  not  handi¬ 
capped,  but  he  recently  spent  time  in  a  wheelchair  to  learn  how  difficult  ac- 
cess  to  his  church  is  to  handicapped  people.  Trinity  UMC,  like  many  others 
in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  is  observing  “Access  Sunday”  Oct.  20. 


‘Access  Sunday’  notes 
obstacles  by  churches 
to  fullest  participation 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Large,  imposing  stairways  leading  up 
to  many  United  Methodist  churches  can 
be  the  objects  of  admiration.  They  can 
also  be  obstacles  to  faithful  Christians 
worshipping  regularly. 

The  church's  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
has  taken  the  lead  to  help  the  entire  de¬ 
nomination  identify  such  obstacles  and 
to  remove  the  difficulties  they  create  for 
people  with  handicapping  conditions. 
The  jurisdictional  leaders  are  taking  se¬ 
riously  the  1984  General  Conference  call 
for  all  United  Methodist  churches  to  set 
aside  an  annual  "Access  Sunday”  as  a 
time  to  recognize  "the  gifts,  as  well  as 
the  needs,  of  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions." 

Aged  and  handicapped  people  particu¬ 
larly  can  find  such  things  as  stairways  to 
be  a  hindrance  to  going  to  church,  says 
the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Pitzer,  director  of 
the  Southeastern  Methodist  Agency  for 
the  Retarded,  a  division  of  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction’s  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Other  handicapping  conditions  such  as 
loss  of  hearing,  visual  impairments  and 
mental  retardation  are  other  deterrents 
to  church  attendance  that  his  office 
hopes  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  UM 
congregations  Oct.  20  when  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  recognizes  "Access 
Sunday.” 

"Some  (physically  handicapped)  peo¬ 
ple  won’t  go  to  church  if  it  means  climb¬ 
ing  stairs.”  he  said.  The  effort  can  be  too 
much  of  a  physical  strain,  or  they  may 


be  too  embarrassed  to  have  people  see 
them  struggle  to  get  up  the  stairs,  he 
said. 

United  Methodist  churches  across  the 
nation  are  encouraged  on  "Access  Sun¬ 
day”  to  recognize  their  members  with 
handicapping  conditions.  But  they  are 
also  encouraged  to  take  a  look  at  their 
church’s  facilities  to  see  how  accessible 
they  are  to  handicapped  persons,  Mr. 
Pitzer  said. 

“Not  all  churches  can  afford  to  put  in 
elevators  (for  physically  handicapped) 
but  any  church  can  enlarge  the  type  id 
its  bulletin  for  the  elderly  or  the  visually 
impaired.  For  15  cents  a  copy,  it’s  a 
small  thing,  but  it  says,  ‘We  care  and  we 
want  you  to  continue  to  be  a  part  of  out 
congregation,’  ”  he  said. 

Mr.  Pitzer  and  an  Episcopalian  semi¬ 
nary  student,  Jan  Robitscher,  who  is 
blind,  have  written  a  suggested  service 
of  worship  for  "Access  Sunday”  along 
with  three  "sermon  starters”  and  sug¬ 
gested  hymns  and  Scripture  verses  for 
the  day. 

The  Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  distributed  "Access  Sunday” 
materials  to  all  United  Methodist  con¬ 
ferences  outside  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction. 

Further  information  about  "Access 
Sunday,"  the  suggested  service  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  the  sermon  starters  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  calling  Mr  Pitzer  at  (404) 
659-8809. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES  51  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion  525  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  510  additional  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance 

WANTED  CLINICAL  CHAPLAIN  -  Wyoming 

Stale  Penitentiary.  Rawlings.  WY.  in  conjunction 
with  the  Wyoming  Church  Coalition.  Full-time  po¬ 
sition  includes  administration  and  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination.  clinical  and  pastoral  counseling  and 

POSITION  AVAILABLE -CONSULTATION  ON 
Church  Union:  General  Secretary  for  Strategy  &  In¬ 
terpretation  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  is  seeking  a  person  to  fill 
the  new  position  of  General  Secretary  for  Strategy 
&  Interpretation  This  position  will  require  knowl¬ 
edge  of  and  commitment  to  the  ecumenical  move¬ 
ment  and  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union  The 
person  in  this  position  will  have  the  responsibility 
to  develop  and  implement  strategies  of  communi¬ 
cation  and  interpretation  so  that  the  current  pro- 

Some  travel  required  Compensation  range 
525.000-27.000  total  package  Qualifications  and 
requirements:  prdination  and  current  standing  in  a 
national  religious  denomination,  certification  or 
fellow  status  by  a  recognized  professional  chap¬ 
laincy  organization  is  preferred,  not  required;  in¬ 
stitutional  chaplaincy  experience  preferred.  Send 
resumes  and  references  to  the  Rev  Warren  Mur¬ 
phy.  PO  Box  484.  Lander.  WY  82520  Application 
must  be  received  by  Nov  8,  1985.  for  a  starting 
date  of  Jan  1. 1986  Equal  opportunity  employer. 

stood  and  claimed  by  the  member  churches  For 
this  task  there  will  be  needed:  knowledge  of  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  communications,  management  skills, 
biblical  and  theological  competence,  solid  rootage 

FREE  INFORMATION  on  new  parenting  pro¬ 
gram-including  video  and  drama  in  worship. 
From  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E  Lin¬ 
coln  Drive.  Phoenix.  AZ  85016  (602)955-8554 

in  her  his  own  church  tradition,  experience  in  con¬ 
ference  committee  planning,  skills  in  public  speak¬ 
ing  as  well  as  editing  writing,  commitment  to 
collegial  working  style,  willingness  and  ability  to 
travel  extensively  A  salary  range  beginning  at 
532.500  (plus  benefits)  is  envisioned  A  final  figure  is 
open  to  negotiation  based  on  qualifications  and  ex¬ 
perience.  Deadline  for  all  applications  is  Oct.  1, 1985 
Please  address  Search  Committee.  Consultation  on 
Church  Union.  228  Alexander  St..  Princeton.  NJ 
08540  The  Consultation  on  Church  Union  is  an 
equal-opportunity  employer 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references.  7 
Whooping  Crane.  Rockport.  TX  78382 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  insigne  The  standard  6-foot  cross  is  2-inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze 

The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane  paint 
on  '-inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available 
Mounting  brackets  included  Inquire  of  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne.  Suite  280.  World  Trade  Center.  San 
Francisco.  CA  94111  Or  call  (415)  398-4605 

DIRECTOR.  WESLEY-RANKIN  Community  Cen- 
ter,  Dallas,  TX.  Skills:  management  of  personnel, 
volunteers,  physical  plant,  finances,  programs  all 
ages  Effective  fund-raising  Experience  this  or 
related  field  Bilingual  Eleanor  Lydick,  413  Rid- 
gehaven.  Richardson.  TX  75080 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  5145  week.  5400  four 
weeks  Clavton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynesville. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  2.500-member  church  with  large,  active  church 
school  Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  Oct  1 
Send  resume  to  Curt  Olson.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  707.  Longview.  TX  75606. 

WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE  TREASURER -De¬ 
greed  accountant  needed  as  treasurer  for  Wisconsin 
Annual  Conference  Must  be  Christian,  experienced, 
mature,  motivated  and  have  excellent  communica- 

PASSION  PLAY  SKI  TRIP  Christian  Charter  Ser¬ 
vice  1st  class  directly  into  destination.  Airfare 
and  accommodations  Also  Executive  Flying  Club 
membership  available  Miss  Tavlor.  (214)490-1855 

tions  skills  Send  resume  to  Horace  Grooms.  6417 
Shenandoah  Way.  Madison.  WI  53705 

PLAN  YOUR  NEXT  RETREAT  OR  SEMINAR  at 

Kavanaugh  Center  near  Louisville.  KY.  Rural  set- 

DO  YOU  NEED  A  UMC  YOUTH  WORKER  with 
five  years  full-time  experience  and  demonstrated 
skills'*  I've  worked  in  large  and  medium-size  con¬ 
gregations  with  proven  success.  Send  correspon¬ 
dence  to  Youth  Director.  1305  Heritage  Road  East. 
Normal.  IL  61761 

ting  Modern  lodge  7505  Kavanaugh  Road.  Crest- 
wood.  KY  40014  (502)241-9091 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  OR  ORGANIST 
wanted  by  1.700-member  church  in  southwest 
Florida  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  and  photo 

with  strong  emphasis  on  childrens  ministries 
needed  for  growing,  active  350-member  church 
Position  to  begin  Jan.  1  1986  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to  Mrs  Carla  Tipton.  Epworth  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  1406  W  Blodgett  SL.  Carls¬ 
bad.  NM  88220 

SUSANNA  WESLEY  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  is  seeking  administrative  assistant  to  work 
with  pastor  in  membership  assimilation,  visita¬ 
tion.  Christian  education  Successful  applicant 
should  possess  college  degree  with  emphasis  in 

SPECIAL  OFFER  Before  And  After  Al- 

dersgate.  52-page  book  about  fascinating  Wesley 
family  and  rise  of  American  Methodism,  by  Elea¬ 
nor  Darnall  Wallace  Bicentennial  keepsake  Lim¬ 
ited  quantity  Only  52  plus  51  postage  handling 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  1630  Hinman  Ave 
Evanston  IL  60201 

field  Prefer  1-2  years  ministry  experience.  Indi¬ 
vidual  must  express  creativity,  have  beliefs  com¬ 
patible  with  United  Methodist  theology  Direct 
applications  to  Rev  Susan  Mitchell.  7220  Asbury 
Drive  Topeka.  KS  66614  EOE  M  F  H. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
for  rapidly  growing  church  of  over  1,000  members 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists,  friends 

and  families:  It's  lime  for  Affirmation  Write  P  O. 
Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL  60204 

near  Orlando  FL.  Send  picture  and  resume  to  San- 
lando  United  Methodist  Church.  1890  W  SR  434, 
Longwood.  FL  32750  (305)  339-1266 
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The 

Bishop’s 
Corner 

‘A  Lesson  From  A  Dallas  Cowboy’ 


This  week  I  read  the  story  of  Bur¬ 
ton  Lawless,  the  former  Dallas  Cow¬ 
boy  football  star.  Football  players 
will  remember  that  he  was  seriously 
injured  by  a  5000  pound  plow  which 
fell  on  him  and  nearly  severed  his  spi¬ 
nal  column. 

He  was  saved  from  death  by  his  ex¬ 
cellent  physical  condition  especially 
his  superb  strength  in  the  neck  and 
the  shoulders  attained  through  a  dis¬ 
ciplined  weight  lifting  program. 

For  seventeen  days  he  was  totally 
paralyzed  but  after  many  months  of 
rigorous  rehabilitation,  he  has  recov¬ 
ered  most  of  his  bodily  functions. 

The  importance  of  the  story,  how¬ 
ever,  lies  in  his  testimony.  Said  he:  "I 


discovered  something  I  have  never 
known  before  and  that  is,  the  most 
important  possessions  in  life  are  rela¬ 
tionships.  My  priorities  have  all  been 
wrong.  Playing  football  wasn’t  the 
most  important  thing  as  I  had  once 
thought.  Money  and  material  things 
were  also  of  secondary  significance. 
The  most  important  things  in  life  are 
the  relationships  one  has  with  family, 
friends  and  God.” 

How  true!  Thank  you  Mr.  Lawless 
for  reminding  us  of  a  lesson  we  all 
should  learn. 


FUMC,  Mansfield  Observed 
Teacher  Appreciation  Day 


On  Sunday,  August  25th,  the  Education 
Commission  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mansfield,  held  a  special  Teach¬ 
er  Appreciation  Day  in  conjunction  with 
annual  promotion  activities.  The  theme 
for  the  day  was  “Teachers  are  the  apple 
of  God’s  eye.”  The  theme  was  accented 
by  apple-shaped  name  tags  for  all  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  church.  New  teachers  received 
a  green  apple,  and  the  experienced 
teachers  received  a  red  one. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  is  now 
broadcast  on  KQXL  106  FM  radio  sta¬ 
tion  every  Sunday  from  11  a.m.-12 
noon.  Rev.  Leonard  L.  Haynes  Jr.  is 
pastor. 

St.  Luke’s-Simpson  UMC's,  Lake 
Charles,  have  started  a  new  adult 
Sunday  School  class  and  the  pastor, 
Dr.  Thomas  Dunbar,  will  be  the 
teacher. 

•  •  • 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  held 
its  last  service  in  the  present  sanctu¬ 
ary  on  September  1st.  The  remodel¬ 
ing  of  the  present  sanctuary  will 
begin  immediately  with  the  congre¬ 
gation  meeting  in  Anderson  Hall  dur¬ 
ing  this  period  of  renovation.  Rev.  H. 
Warren  Blakeman  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Society  of  Distinguished  Amer¬ 
ican  High  School  Students  announced 
today  that  4  students  from  FUMC, 
Gueydan  have  been  selected  as 
members  in  its  honor  society  for  1985. 
The  students’  sponsor,  FUMC,  was 
presented  with  the  Society’s  National 
Appreciation  Award  for  "assiduous 
devotion  to  the  development  and  en¬ 
couragement  of  student  leaders.” 

Henning  Memorial  Methodist  Men 
met  on  September  4th  for  a  dinner. 
Food,  fellowship,  and  a  program  was 
provided.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter  is 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  is 
celebrating  its  Homecoming  on  No¬ 
vember  17th.  Carrie  Vecher  Martin 
and  Ida  Sensley  Phillips  are  Chair¬ 
person  and  Co-Chairperson  for  the 
celebration.  Inez  Chrisentery  is  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Special  Events  Commit¬ 
tee.  Rev.  Ken  Fisher  is  pastor. 

The  Jackson  UMC  will  celebrate  its 
Homecoming  on  September  22.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  service,  special  recognition 
will  be  given  to  the  rooms  in  the  new 
education  building.  A  dinner  on  the 
grounds  will  follow  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice.  Dr.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker.  Rev.  Joe  Hoover 
is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Magnum  Memorial  UMC, 


Provencal  UMC  had  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  and  helpful  weekend  Family 
Cany).  There  were  42  present,  (some 
shown  above),  and  that  becomes 
a  more  notable  number  when  you  re¬ 
alize  that  the  church  has  only  50 
members.  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper  is 
pastor. 


Shreveport,  recently  began  a  pro¬ 
gram  called  “King’s  Kids  Hour.’’ 
Each  Sunday  afternoon  all  children 
ages  1-5  will  enjoy  cartoons,  puppet 
shows  and  games.  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 
is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

The  DeQuincy  UMC  is  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  Perfect  Attendance  Cam¬ 
paign.  Those  who  complete  3  months, 
6  months,  and  one  year  of  perfect  at¬ 
tendance  in  Church  School  will  be 
recognized  and  awarded  quarterly. 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  older  adults  of  Live  Oak  UMC, 
Watson,  recently  had  a  special  day  at 
Camp  Istrouma.  Presentations  in¬ 
cluded:  Opportunities  To  Be  In  Mis¬ 
sion;  Travel  and  Home  Projects;  and 
Crafts.  A  special  covered  dish  lunch 
was  provided.  Rev.  Brady  Foreman  is 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria,  will  hold 
a  Men’s  Covered  Dish  Supper  on 
Tuesday  September  24th.  Rev.  Jim 
Jones  is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

Rick  Bonfim,  an  evangelist  of  Ath¬ 
ens,  Georgia,  will  lead  a  three  day  re¬ 
vival  at  Live  Oak  UMC  in  Angie,  La. 
starting  September  22.  Rev.  Robert 
N.  Brown  is  pastor. 


_ 


Sunday  School  Teachers  Workshop  Being  Planned 
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AN  INTERPRETATION  OF 
CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  FOR 
THE  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 


Pictured  above  standing  by  the  apple 
tree  are:  left  to  right,  Dr.  Gerald  Rich¬ 
ardson,  pastor;  Mrs.  Betty  Ryan,  Educa¬ 
tion  Coordinator;  and  Mrs.  Sally  Turner, 
Sunday  School  Superintendent. 


This  is  the  third  in  a  series  of  infor¬ 
mational  material  concerning  the  fi¬ 
nancial  program  of  United 
Methodism.  Listed  below  is  a  continu¬ 
ation  of  apportioned  funds  from  the 
General  Conference,  Jurisdictional 
Conference  and  Annual  Conference 
which  were  published  in  last  week’s 
;  issue: 

13.  THE  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND 
This  fund  supports  our  twelve  pre- 
:  dominantly  black  colleges  Method- 
:  ism  has  one  of  the  largest  groups  of 
|  black  colleges  related  to  any  protes- 
•  tant  denomination. 

|  14.  THE  MISSIONAL  PRIORITY 
FUND 

This  fund  ad- 
|  dresses  the  needs 
and  purposes  de- 
veloped  by  the 
church’s  four  eth- 
nic  minority 
groups  —  Asian  and  Pacific  Islander, 
Black,  Hispanic  and  Native  Ameri¬ 
can.  Each  Annual  Conference  may  re¬ 
tain  up  to  fifty  percent  of  the  receipts 
for  its  own  use. 

15.  THE  SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURIS¬ 
DICTION  SEMINARY  FUND 

This  fund  is  for  endowed  ministeri¬ 
al  scholarship  funds  for  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  (5/6  of  fund)  and 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  (1/6  of 
fund).  The  income  from  these  funds 
will  be  used  in  perpetuity  for  ministe¬ 
rial  education. 

16.  THE  LYDIA  PATTERSON  INSTI¬ 
TUTE  FUND 

Located  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  our 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  owns  this 
:  school.  This  college  preparatory  ju- 
:  nior  and  senior  high  school  is  the  only 
:  United  Methodist  predominantly  His- 
:  panic  educational  institution  remain- 
:  ing  in  the  United  States, 
i  17.  THE  ARCHIVES  BUILDING 
FUND 

This  fund  is  a  special  four-year 
fund  to  provide  an  Archives  Building 
at  Drew  University  for  the  archives 
of  Methodism. 


18  CENTENARY  COLLEGE 

This  is  our  own  church-related  col¬ 
lege  in  Louisiana  which  provides  a 
quality  education  in  a  Christian  atmo¬ 
sphere  for  the  young  people  who 
choose  to  attend  this  school  of  higher 
learning. 

19  DILLARD  UNIVERSITY 

Dillard  University,  located  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  is  the  recipient 
of  aid  from  this  fund  of  our  Annual 
Conference. 

20  WESLEY  FOUNDATION  — 
CAMPUS  MINISTRIES 
Proceeds  from 

this  fund  go  to 
support  the  work 
and  the  ministry 
of  our  Wesley 
Foundation  cen¬ 
ters  on  campuses 
across  our  state. 

Salaries  of  the  Directors  and  opera¬ 
tional  budgets  are  paid  for  from  these 
funds. 

21.  THE  GULFSIDE  ASSEMBLY 
Gulfside,  held  in  trust  by  an  inter¬ 
racial  board  of  trustees,  is  a  United 
Methodist  institution  located  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  in  Waveland,  Missis¬ 
sippi.  It  is  the  site  for  many  retreats, 
youth  gatherings  and  other  activities 
of  the  church  in  Texas,  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi. 

22. THE  CHURCH  EXTENSION 

FUND 

Monies  received  from  this  fund  en¬ 
able  Methodists  in  Louisiana  to  sup¬ 
port  the  purchase  of  new  church  sites, 
as  well  as  to  participate  in  the  revi¬ 
talization  ministry  of  existing  congre¬ 
gations. 

23. THE  LOUISIANA  INTER¬ 

CHURCH  CONFERENCE 

More  than  twenty-one  Christian 
communions  in  Louisiana  participate 
in  this  ecumenical  group  that  stresses 
Christian  unity,  Christian  life  and 
Christian  mission.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  one  of  the  strong 
supporters  of  this  ecumenical  or¬ 
ganization. 


During  the  fall  of  1985  and  in  the  years 
1986  and  1987.  a  series  of  Teacher  Train¬ 
ing  Workshops  are  being  held  across  the 
United  Methodist  Church  under  the 
theme,  "Sunday  School  Teacher:  Gifted 
and  Called.”  One  of  these  events  will  be 
held  in  Baton  Rouge  at  Broadmoor  UMC, 
10230  Mollylea,  from  9  a  m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
on  October  26th. 

The  workshop  will  open  with  a  plenary 
session  and  a  keynote  address  on  the 
theme  “Gifted  and  Called.”  Approxi¬ 
mately  three  hours  of  the  day  will  be 
spent  in  age  level  groups  for  teachers  of 
young  children,  teachers  of  youth,  and 
teachers  of  adults.  Approximately  one- 
and-one-quarter  hours  of  the  day  will  be 
spent  in  enrichment  groups  dealing  with 
a  wide  range  of  topics,  such  as  the  teach¬ 
ers’  own  spiritual  journey,  the  pastor  as 
Bible  teacher,  planning  a  year-round 
program  of  teacher/ training,  and  other 
workshops  to  be  determined. 

The  workshop  is  designed  for  new  or 
experienced  Sunday  School  teachers, 
clergy,  Christian  educators,  chairper¬ 
sons  of  education,  church  school  superin¬ 
tendents,  and  other  interested  persons. 
As  participants  focus  on  the  special  gifts 
they  bring  to  teaching,  they  will  gain 
practical  how-to  information  for  im¬ 
proving  teaching  skills.  Models  of  good 
teaching  by  age-levels  will  be  presented. 


Persons  will  be  affirmed  with  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  personal  enrichment. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  Section  on  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  and  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  and  Cokesbury  Educational 
Services  are  sponsors  of  the  event. 

Leaders  for  the  event  will  be:  Sid 
Fowler,  an  editor  in  the  Youth  and  Adult 
Resources  Development  Department, 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  (GBOD);  Roy 
Ryan,  Executive  Director,  Church 
School  Teacher/Leader  Training.  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Christian  Education,  GBOD; 
Douglas  Meyer,  Director  of  Children’s 
Ministries,  First  UMC,  Dallas;  and  Gina 
Gilland  Osenbach,  Associate  Council  Di¬ 
rector,  Southwest  Texas  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries. 

To  gain  maximum  benefit  from  the 
workshop,  churches  are  encouraged  to 
send  at  least  four  persons,  allowing  for 
representation  in  each  of  the  age  groups. 

Tuition  for  the  workshop  is  $20  per 
person;  and  $15  per  person  for  three  or 
more  registering  from  the  same  church. 
This  includes  all  workshop  materials,  trav¬ 
el,  and  expenses  for  leadership.  Partici¬ 
pants  are  asked  to  bring  a  sack  lunch. 
Drinks  will  be  available. 

To  register  call  toll-free  1-800-672-1789 
or  use  the  registration  form  below. 


Sunday  School  Teacher:  Gifted  and  Called  Workshop 
REGISTRATION  FORM 

Baton  Rouge,  LA,  October  26 
E17-138636 

$20.00  per  person;  $15  per  person,  three  or  more  from  same  church 


o  Charge  to  Cokesbury  Account  No_ 
Cokesbury  Account  Name _ 


Address_ 


City/State/Zip_ 


--Brynme  Phrae_ 


Church  Represented— 


Additional  Registrants  (name  and  addresses  I 


-o  Check  payable  CoVcesbttry  - 
Complete  and  mail  today  to  Cokesbury  Educational 
Services,  P.O  Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202,  or 
phone  toll-free,  1-800-672-1789. 


Volunteers  In  Mission 
Have  Busy  Summer 


Advance  Specials 

Methodists  have  come  to  know  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  as  second-mile  giving. 
Advance  Special  gifts  have  several 
features  that  appeal  to  donors. 

Voluntary,  in¬ 
volving  no  appor¬ 
tionment.  (Such 
as  the  Ethiopian 
Hunger  Crisis, 
etc.) 

Second-mile 
giving,  providing  ‘ 
a  wide  channel  for  mission  giving  af¬ 
ter  World  Service  has  been  accepted 
and  paid  in  full. 

Specific  missionary  projects  to  be 
decided  upon  by  the  donor  or  local 
church. 

A  new  concept  has  emerged  in  the 
relationship  of  churches  through  Ad¬ 
vance  Giving.  It  is  the  concept  of  dis¬ 
ciples  in  partnership.  As  disciples  in 
partnership,  all  are  in  mission,  all  are 
peers  in  carrying  out  the  work  of 
Christ,  whoever  they  might  be.  The 
:  Advance  becomes  an  adventure  of 
;  giving  and  receiving  across  frontiers 
:  of  geography,  race,  language  and  cul- 
:  ture. 

:  1.  GENERAL  ADVANCE  SPECIALS 

Gifts  are  designated  by  the  donor 
•  (individual,  church,  or  group)  to  such 
5  specific  projects  of  the  World  and 
:•  National  divisions  or  the  United  Meth 
\  odist  Committee  on  Relief  of  the  Gen¬ 


eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  £ 
have  been  approved  by  the  Advance  v 
Committee  and  the  General  Council  £ 
on  Ministries.  For  1981-84  the  special  £ 
programs  on  Africa  and  World  Hun-  £ 
ger  have  received  financial  support  £ 
through  general  Advance  funds.  The  £ 
Advance  program  provides  an  oppor-  :• 
tunity  for  the  mutual  experience  of  £ 
giving  and  receiving. 

2.  CONFERENCE  ADVANCE  £ 

SPECIALS 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  £ 
has  designated  the  following  as  Con-  £ 
ference  Advance  Specials. 

a.  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  £ 

b.  Conference  Disaster  Relief  Fund  £ 

c.  Dulac  Community  Center  £ 

d.  Lafon  Home 

e.  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  £ 

Home  £ 

f.  Louisiana  Methodist  World  Hun-  £ 
ger  Scholarship  (FISH) 

g.  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  £ 

h.  New  Orleans  Metro  Ministries  £ 

i.  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  £ 
Hospital 

j.  Peoples  Community  Center  £ 

k.  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  £ 

l.  Shreveport  Metro  Ministries  £ 

m.  Revolving  Loan  Fund 

n.  Spanish  Speaking  Ministries  in  £ 

New  Orleans  £ 

o.  Felicity  Urban  Outreach  Pro-  £ 

gram.  £ 


Reports  come  to  us  that  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  a  program  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  has  had  a  rather  busy,  but 
profitable  summer.  Nearly  1500  persons 
from  throughout  the  Jurisdiction  have 
been  involved  in  various  work  projects 
this  summer. 

Most  of  these  groups,  made  up  of 
youth  and  adults,  have  been  involved  in 
the  work  of  volunteers  in  many  different 
ways.  Groups  at  Four  Corners.  New 
Mexico,  for  instance,  participated  in  the 
construction  of  a  new  parsonage  at  Win¬ 
dow  Rock,  Arizona.  17  work  teams  par¬ 
ticipated  in  work  at  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Mission  Conference,  and  a  group 
from  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Monroe  constructed  a  fellowship  hall 
for  the  Ninah  Chito  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Oklahoma  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference.  Some  18  work  teams  helped  in 
much-needed  repairs  at  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  in  El  Paso.  They  were  involved 
in  everything  from  repairing  of  window 
screens  to  stripping  and  waxing  the 
gymnasium  floor.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  work  of  these  volunteers  saved  the 
school  over  $40,000  in  repairs  this  past 

Mark  Your 
Calendars  Now! 

The  Conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  are  sponsoring  a  one-day 
seminar  at  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
entitled,  “How  To  Make  A  Difference: 
Influencing  Community  Leaders  And  So¬ 
cial  Structures.” 

This  workshop  will  be  held  on  Satur¬ 
day,  October  19th,  from  9:30  a  m.  until 
3:00  p.m.  and  will  present  specific  strat¬ 
egies  to  bring  about  constructive  change 
in  crucial  social  issues.  Knowledgable 
and  concerned  church  leaders  can  learn 
to  lead  effective  Christian  negotiation 
with  community  leaders  as  a  result  of 
attending  this  event. 

Keynote  speakers  will  be  Dr  Tex 
Sample  of  the  St.  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Kansas  City  and  Dr.  George  Ogle 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety.  In  addition  to  this,  four  workshops 
will  be  offered  dealing  with  specific  con¬ 
cerns.  Registration,  including  lunch,  will 
be  $10.00 


summer.  One  work  team  from  Austin, 
Texas  went  as  far  as  Alaska  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  construction  of  a  church 
building  in  that  state. 

All  in  all,  103  work  teams,  totaling 
1,545  persons,  volunteered  their  time  and 
their  services  and  much  of  the  expense 
involved  in  the  work  being  done  through¬ 
out  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  this 
summer. 

Now  is  the  time  for  work  teams  to 
make  plans  for  the  summer  of  1986.  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  Mission  is  open  to  anyone  who 
is  willing  to  give  his  or  her  skills  and 
witness  to  assist  in  sharing  the  total  gos¬ 
pel  with  the  total  person  where  the  need 
is  and  the  invitation  has  been  extended. 
All  ages  are  invited  to  go:  young  people, 
adults,  retirees,  anyone  who  is  interested 
in  giving  of  their  time  and  their  service 
to  help  others.  Those  interested  in  be¬ 
coming  involved  in  a  work  team  in  1986 
are  encouraged  to  contact  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  Office.  6155  Samuell 
Blvd.,  Dallas,  Texas  75228.  Churches  in 
Louisiana  are  urged  to  begin  now  to 
make  plans  for  a  week,  two  weeks,  a 
month  or  even  longer  in  helping  others 
throughout  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Important 

Notice! 

There  are  NO  MORE  tapes 
available  of  Bishop  Goodson's 
sermons  at  Annual  Conference. 
Please  DO  NOT  send  money  or 
order  forms.  Thank  you. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G  Williamson. 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70802 
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‘God  talk’  and  the  Bible’s  truth 


Some  recent  remarks  by  William  F 
Schultz,  head  of  the  Unitarian  Universal- 
ist  Church,  should  raise  the  hackles  of 
Christians  (see  UMR,  Sept. 13). 

Mr.  Schultz  took  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  to  task  for  denying  promotion 
last  spring  to  a  Scout  who  refused  to  af¬ 
firm  belief  in  God  as  a  “supreme  being.” 
He  said  the  Scout  was  "in  exceptionally 
good  company.”  Some  parts  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition  support  the  youth's  "wari¬ 
ness  of  God's  supremacy,”  Mr.  Schultz 
said. 

"Even  Jesus  might  have  difficulty 
qualifying  (for  Boy  Scout  membership)  if 
he  held  to  His  opinion  that  “the  Kingdom 
of  God  is  within  you.’  ” 

Understandably,  Mr.  Schultz  is  not  a 
Christian  and  should  not  be  expected  to 
reflect  a  Christian  viewpoint.  He  should 
get  his  facts  straight,  however,  if  he  is 
going  to  purport  to  represent  Christian 
teachings. 

Instead,  Mr.  Schultz’s  public  character¬ 
ization  of  Christian  tradition  and  Jesus’ 
teachings  is  misleading  and  should  be  re¬ 
futed  in  the  interest  of  the  truth. 

The  effect  of  the  Unitarian  leader’s 
comment  is  to  trivialize  the  nature  of 
God  as  revealed  in  the  Bible  and  in 
Christian  experience. 

He  implies  that  Jesus'  teaching  about 
the  Kingdom  of  God  "within"  denies  the 
transcendent  reality  of  God  apart  from 
human  experience.  By  Mr.  Schultz’s  log¬ 
ic,  God  could  mistakenly  be  thought  of  as 
merely  a  human  creation.  Taken  to  its 
extreme,  that  view  leads  to  the  false 
conclusion  that  God  is  just  an  “illusion" 
conjured  up  to  explain  the  unexplain¬ 
able. 


By  contrast,  a  dominant  theme 
throughout  the  Bible  is  a  creator  God 
whose  reality  is  independent  of  human 
thought  or  belief.  In  the  biblical  view, 
God  is  the  One  Who  gives  both  life  and 
meaning  to  human  existence:  "In  Him 
was  life  and  that  life  was  the  light  of 
men"  (John  1:4). 

Hence,  Christians  primarily  identify 
God  as  "goodness”  and  as  "love."  In  fact, 
that  "wondrous”  love  and  goodness  were 
what  Jesus  revealed  as  the  presence  of 
“God’s  kingdom"  at  work  in  human  life. 
In  His  teaching,  God’s  kingdom  is  partic¬ 
ularly  present  in  loving  human  relation¬ 
ships  and  in  faithful  efforts  to  obey  God’s 
will. 

Without  that  understanding  of  our  de¬ 
pendence  on  God  as  One  Who  is  “in  but 
not  of”  the  world,  we  humans  are  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  a  false  estimation  of  our  own 
powers  and  goodness.  History  is  replete 
with  catastrophic  examples  of  those  who 
have  "overreached”  by  assuming  a  god¬ 
like  identity  for  humans  in  place  of  a  re¬ 
verence  for  the  one  true  God. 

Belief  in  the  transcendent  reality  of 
God  is  essential  to  maintaining  a 
healthy,  realistic  perspective  on  human 
life,  including  both  our  positive  possibili¬ 
ties  and  our  sinful  limitations. 

As  Christians,  we  should  actively  re¬ 
sist  those  who  make  public  statements 
that  distort  Christian  teachings  for  what¬ 
ever  reason.  We  should  also  be  on  the 
lookout  in  our  own  lives  for  signs  that  we 
have  slipped  into  a  less-than-Christian 
way  of  thinking  about  the  basic  tenets  of 
our  faith.  That  includes  the  danger  of  ac¬ 
cepting  a  view  of  God  that  is  smaller 
than  the  truth  revealed  by  Jesus. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Time  cover  stories  dramatically  show 
contrasting  views  of  American  society 
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I  SIMMER  LOR P, 
BUT  WHY  PO  1 
NEVER  COME  TO 
A  BOIL? 


By  JACK  M.  TUELL 

Not  many  ministers  make  the  cover  of 
Time.  Two  who  did,  21  years,  3  months 
and  25  days  apart,  are  Bishop  Gerald 
Kennedy  and  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell. 

Whatever  appearing  on  Time’s  cover 
means,  it  is  clear  that  the  21  years  between 
covers  has  been  characterized  by  a  shift 
in  popular  following. 

The  Kennedyesque  vision  of  Christian 
faith  was  marked  by  — 

reason,  intellectual 
integrity,  profound 
but  understated 
evangelistic  passion,  WE7'  ^  ,) 
and  Christian  social  \ 

concern  and  involve¬ 
ment. 

The  Falwellian 
view  of  Christianity  JackTuell 

is  characterized  by  diminution  of  the 
role  of  reason,  contempt  for  the  intellec¬ 
tual,  a  simplistic  evangelistic  appeal  and 
a  shallow  social  concern  capitalizing  on 
the  fears  of  the  white  middle  class. 

The  rise  in  popularity  of  the  Falwell 
faith  over  these  21  years  has  coincided 
with  a  drastic  fall  in  the  qualities  of 
love,  compassion,  caring,  sharing  and 
peace  seeking  in  our  own  society.  For 
example: 

1.  In  1964,  a  majority  of  people  op¬ 
posed  the  death  penalty.  Today,  75  per¬ 


cent  favor  it.  Even  politicians  who  have 
opposed  it  are  scrambling  to  get  on  the 
bandwagon. 

2.  In  1964,  a  civil  rights  bill  was  en¬ 
acted  putting  the  majesty  of  the  federal 
government  behind  justice  for  all.  To¬ 
day,  that  same  government  is  doing  all  it 
can  to  eviscerate  and  dismantle  those 
hard-won  gains. 

3.  In  1964,  a  war  on  poverty  occupied 
center  stage  as  we  sought  to  alleviate 
the  pain  of  the  ill  fed  and  the  ill  housed. 
Today,  expenditures  for  people’s  needs 
are  being  cruelly  cut  back  while  enor¬ 
mous  armament  increases  plunge  us  into 
record  deficits  that  could  destroy  us. 

4.  In  1964,  we  still  believed  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  and  the  need  for  an  interna¬ 
tional  forum  for  preserving  the  peace. 
Today,  we  treat  the  U.N.  with  contempt 
and  put  in  its  place  a  jingoistic  national¬ 
ism  that  sneers  at  international  courts 
and  forums  we  once  proudly  sponsored. 

What  is  happening?  Revenge,  greed 
and  selfishness  appear  to  be  the  order  of 
the  day.  This  growing  phenomenon  has 
coincided  with  the  growth  of  a  religious 
view  that  gives  its  blessing  to  it  all. 

Two  incidents  in  the  lives  of  these  two 
men  illustrate  the  contrast. 

In  1957,  Bishop  Kennedy  led  a  fight  to 
replace  some  Los  Angeles  school-board 
members  whose  ultraconservative  views 


threatened  public  education.  He  then  ac¬ 
cepted  a  place  on  the  state  board  of  edu¬ 
cation  where  he  continued  his  efforts  on 
behalf  of  free  and  humane  public  educa¬ 
tion  for  all. 

In  1985,  Jerry  Falwell  went  to  South 
Africa  where  he  stood  up  for  the  blatant¬ 
ly  racist  Botha  regime,  accused  Nobel 
Laureate  Desmond  Tutu  of  being  a  pho¬ 
ny  and  came  back  to  America  with  the 
message,  “Buy  Krugerrands." 

Will  the  people  of  this  country  really 
buy  Falwellian  religion?  In  the  short  run 
some  obviously  have.  In  the  longer  run,.  I 
cannot  believe  that  this  gross  and  mon¬ 
strous  distortion  of  faith  can  prevail. 

We  as  members  of  the  body  of  Christ 
are  here  for  the  long  run.  Let  us  not  be 
discouraged  by  passing  trends  of  our  de¬ 
cade,  but  let  us  learn  from  them.  Let  us 
commit  ourselves  anew  to  Christ,  the 
head  of  the  church,  and  may  our  love  for 
God  and  God’s  creation  lead  us  to  build' a 
church  that  truly  reflects  God’s  will  for 
our  time. 

‘'Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  is  the 
episcopal  leader  of  United  Methodism’s 
Los  Angeles  Area. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Falwell- Jackson:  There’s  ‘another  issue’ 


Historic  hit  underscores  a  point 


By  his  own  admission  Cincinnati  Reds 
player-manager  Pete  Rose  is  not  the 
most  gifted  person  ever  to  play  baseball. 
He  certainly  is  not  the  equal  in  overall 
skill  and  impact  on  the  professional 
sport  as  the  legendary  Ty  Cobb. 

But  last  week  Pete  Rose  connected  for 
the  4,192th  hit  of  his  baseball  career. 
That  broke  a  57-year-old  record  many 
thought  might  never  be  broken— the  one 
for  the  most  major  league  hits  ever.  The 
record  was  previously  held  by  Ty  Cobb. 

Remarkable  perseverance  was  re¬ 
quired  for  a  moderately  gifted  player  to 
attain  this  feat.  In  fact,  those  of  us  who 
are  Christians  should  be  instructed  by 
that  perseverance— if  for  no  other  rea¬ 
son  than  to  learn  better  how  to  live  out 
our  Christian  calling 

Part  of  that  perseverance  is  in  the  en¬ 
ergy  and  enthusiasm  Pete  Rose  has 
shown  for  playing  the  game.  It  is  no  co¬ 
incidence  that,  throughout  his  23-year 
career,  he’s  had  the  nickname,  "Charlie 
Hustle.” 

Would  that  more  of  us  could  show  a 
similar  "gusto”  as  we  undertake  our  re¬ 
sponsibilities  as  Christians.  That  in¬ 
cludes  putting  more  of  our  best  energies 
into  the  activities  and  outreach  efforts  of 
our  church.  It  also  includes  giving  more 
"quality  time"  to  traditional  disciplines 
such  as  Bible  study  and  prayer. 

Even  more  remarkable  is  the  44-year- 
old  Rose's  determination  to  “keep  on 
keeping  on”  in  his  chosen  occupation. 

Would  that  more  of  us  who  are  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ  might  show  similar  perse¬ 
verance  in  responding  to  the  demands  of 
Christian  discipleship.  One  can  only 
imagine  what  some  of  the  results  might 
be. 

With  perseverance  in  the  face  of  “hard 
times,”  how  many  marriages  might  sur¬ 
vive  that  otherwise  dissolve? 

How  many  congregations  would  make 
a  life-transforming  impact  on  their  own 
members  as  well  as  on  the  surrounding 
community? 

Or,  how  much  more  effective  would 
our  witness  for  peace  and  human  rights 
be  if  it  were  apparent  to  world  leaders 
that  our  concern  is  not  just  a  momentary 
fad  but  a  long-term  commitment? 

Theological  tradition  holds  that  perse¬ 


verance  is  “the  state  of  continued  grace” 
as  opposed  to  a  momentary  or  tempo¬ 
rary  experience  of  God’s  presence. 

If  we  as  Christians  were  to  exhibit 
that  "continued  grace"  in  our  various  en¬ 
deavors  with  the  same  dedication  Pete 
Rose  gave  to  pursuing  Ty  Cobb’s  record, 
the  benefits  to  ourselves,  our  world  and 
to  God’s  kingdom  might  never  show  up 
in  a  record  book.  But  they  would  pre¬ 
dictably  be  a  force  for  good  beyond  any 
human  measure. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  your  evenhanded  edito¬ 
rial  headlined,  ““Embarrassing  debate’ 
mutes  truth”  concerning  the  recent  rhet¬ 
oric  of  Jerry  Falwell  and  Jesse  Jackson 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  30). 

I  contrast  your  balance  with  editorials 
that  have  appeared  in  our  local  media 
calling  Mr.  Falwell  a  "Stooge  for  South 
Africa’s  Botha.”  Certainly  Mr.  Falwell 
owed  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  an  apology 
for  referring  to  him  as  a  “phony,”  and  I 
am  grateful  he  has  offered  the  bishop  his 
regrets  and  an  explanation. 

However,  there  is  another  issue  that  I 

Africa  Journal 


think  needs  to  be  raised.  The  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson  appeared  on  “Good  Morning 
America”  and  lashed  Mr.  Falwell.  Mr. 
Jackson  also  made  sensational  com¬ 
ments  about  the  situation  at  the  Harvard 
Divinity  School.  I  wonder  if  Mr.  Jackson 
is  the  right  man  for  that. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  Mr. 
Jackson  called  Jews  a  bunch  of  "Hy- 
mies”  and  said  New  York  is  “nothing  but 
a  Hymietown.”  I  don’t  recall  any  editori¬ 
als  appearing  at  that  time  referring  to 
Jesse  Jackson  as  a  stooge  for  the  anti- 
Semitists. 

Nor  so  far  as  I  know  was  Jerry  Fal- 
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EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  14th  in  a 
series  of  reflective  articles  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  regard¬ 
ing  experiences  during  his  recently  com¬ 
pleted  six-month  sabbatical  leave  in 
Africa. 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Anyone  having  a 
special  experience  faces  the  danger  of 
assuming  everyone  else  should  “go  and 
do  likewise.”  Those  who  have  profound 
religious  experiences  often  succumb  to 
this  danger.  I  recognize  a  similar  danger 
for  a  minister  returning  from  a  period  of 
sabbatical  leave  in  another  country. 

As  I  look  back  on  our  family’s  six 
months  in  Africa,  it  is  clear  to  me  that 
some  would  not  benefit  from  such  an  ex¬ 
perience.  The  popu¬ 
larity  of  books  and 
lectures  on  “clergy 
burnout”  makes  me 
equally  sure,  howev¬ 
er,  that  there  are 
thousands  of  minis¬ 
ters  who  would 
greatly  benefit  from 
such  a  change  of  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
pace  and  scenery.  So  would  their  congre¬ 
gations,  and  possibly  the  whole  church. 

The  academic  world  has  long  recog¬ 
nized  that  sabbaticals  are  sufficiently 
good,  both  for  the  individual  and  for  the 
institution,  to  build  them  in  to  the  basic 
structure  of  academic  life.  Our  church 
recently  adopted  a  similar  provision  for 
bishops  to  take  a  study/renewal  leave 
every  few  years. 

Although  our  Book  of  Discipline  also 
makes  provision  for  other  clergy  to  take 
periods  of  sabbatical  leave,  the  practical 
effect  of  our  ministerial  assignment  sys¬ 
tem  is  to  discourage  rather  than  encour¬ 
age  its  use. 

In  the  typical  situation,  the  minister  is 
expected  to  give  up  his  present  appoint¬ 
ment  with  the  promise  of  returning  to  an 
equivalent  appointment  the  following 
year.  Numerous  horror  stories  are  float¬ 
ing  around,  however,  about  ministers 
who  followed  this  procedure  and  were 
permanently  dazed  by  what  was  consid¬ 
ered  "equivalent”  when  they  returned. 
Consequently,  most  ministers  never  seri¬ 
ously  even  consider  taking  a  sabbatical. 

The  uniqueness  of  my  position  made  it 
both  harder  and  easier  for  me  than  for 
the  typical  pastor  to  plan  an  extended 
renewal  leave.  After  16  years  in  the 
same  pressure-filled  ministry,  few  ques¬ 
tioned  the  desirability  of  my  taking  such 
a  time  apart.  But  how  could  anyone  else 
be  expected  to  "fill  my  pulpit"  for  very 
long  without  all  I’d  worked  for  coming 
undone  (Hercules  complex). 

An  even  more  threatening  question 
probably  lurked  in  my  subconscious: 
Suppose  those  filling  in  for  me  do  so  well 
that  they  discover  I  really  am  dispens¬ 
able? 

Such  fears  probably  are  inevitable 
when  one  approaches  the  unknown.  It 
took  me  three  to  four  years,  even  after 
deciding  that  I  needed  a  sabbatical,  to 
feel  secure  about  leaving  and  letting  go. 
How  much  more  threatening  it  would 
have  been  if  I’d  left  knowing  I'd  have  to 
return  to  another  unknown  new  situation 
rather  than  to  a  familiar  one. 

•  *  • 

I  never  fully  adjusted  to  the  “preach¬ 
ing  schedules”  of  the  churches  in  Kenya 
and  other  countries  with  a  British  colo¬ 
nial  background.  However,  temporary 
use  of  a  variation  of  that  approach  might 
allow  our  church  to  move  from  discour¬ 
agement  to  encouragement  of  sabbati¬ 
cals  for  ministers  who  need  them. 


It  is  rare  for  any  pulpit  in  Kenya  to  be 
occupied  by  the  same  preacher  two 
weeks  in  a  row.  That  pattern  is  neces¬ 
sary  since  the  number  of  congregations 
far  exceeds  the  number  of  ordained  min¬ 
isters.  But  the  same  “rotating  preacher” 
procedure  is  followed  even  where  one 
pastor  is  assigned  to  serve  one  congrega¬ 
tion. 

“People  here  would  find  it  tiresome?  to 
hear  the  same  preacher  every  Sunday,”  I 
was  told  by  a  church  leader,  “and  they 
would  identify  the  church’s  ministry  too 
much  with  the  ideas  and  personality  of 
one  person." 

•  •  • 

I’m  still  not  persuaded  that  variety  is 
a  more  important  value  than  continuity. 
I  am  convinced,  however,  that  few  con¬ 
gregations  would  fold  or  even  seriously 
falter  if,  following  a  period  of  careful 
planning,  their  pulpits  were  filled  for  a 
four-to-six-month  period  by  a  mixture  of 
associate  pastors,  ministers  on  special 
appointment  and  lay  pastors  while  the 
pastor  took  a  period  of  sabbatical/renewal 
leave. 

The  congregation’s  lay  leaders  likely 
would  grow  stronger  from  helping  the 
pastor  think  through  the  way  in  which  his 
sabbatical  could  be  spent  most  profitably 
and  by  their  need  to  assume  greater  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  church’s  life  and  pro¬ 
gram  during  hsis  or  her  absence.  They 
would  benefit  later  from  the  perspective 
of  a  re-energized  returning  pastor. 

At  least  that  is  the  way  it  has  seemed 
to  work,  by  analogy,  for  me  and  for  the 
Reporter.  The  Reporter  organization 
benefited  from  the  time  I  was  not  in  Dal¬ 
las  trying  to  be  “Hercules.”  I’m  no  long¬ 
er  willing  to  play  that  role. 

•  *  * 

If  your  minister  has  been  involved 
continuously  in  pastoral  assignments  for 
15  to  25  years,  he  or  she  probably  should 
at  least  consider  taking  a  sabbatical.  If 
that  minister  has  been  serving  your  con¬ 


gregation  for  five  years  or  longer, 
chances  are  that  a  brief  period  of  sepa¬ 
ration  would  prove  anew  for  all  con¬ 
cerned  that  "absence  makes  the  heart 
grow  fonder." 

There  are  many  ways  a  person  might 
profitably  spend  a  sabbatical.  Our  expe¬ 
rience  has  reconfirmed  the  wisdom  of 
spending  ours  among  church  people  in  a 
different  land  and  culture. 

The  insights  gained  from  our  hosts 
will  affect  the  way  we  think  and  live  the 
rest  of  our  days.  They  enhance  our  ap¬ 
preciation  of  so  much  that  we  take  for 
granted  in  the  United  States— such  as 
clean  water,  enclosed  houses,  plentiful 
food,  accessible  health  care  and  finan¬ 
cial  resources  sufficient  to  let  us  make 
many  choices  about  how  we  will  live. 

Our  African  experiences  also  have 
reinstilled  in  us  some  values— such  as 
simplicity,  sharing  our  possessions  more 
generously  with  others  and  taking  time 
to  know  and  care  for  the  people  around 
us— that  are  easily  lost  amid  the  pace 
and  complexity  of  American  life. 

Perhaps  most  important  is  the  renew¬ 
ing  effect  living  among  Christians  in  Af¬ 
rica  had  on  our  faith.  It  was  inspiring  to 
witness  their  consistent  dependence  on 
God  for  life’s  needs.  They  have  exempli¬ 
fied  anew  for  us  that  great  spiritual  rich¬ 
es  often  are  found  among  people  with 
little  material  wealth. 

The  most  visible  daily  reminder  of 
how  we  have  changed  probably  is  our 
family  makeup.  We  left  as  five— a  num¬ 
ber  that  often  seemed  too  large  to  care 
for  all  our  individual  wants.  We  returned 
as  six— not  as  the  result  of  a  biological 
accident  but  of  a  quite  intentional  deci¬ 
sion  to  share  our  home  and  the  abundant 
educational  opportunities  that  are  lack¬ 
ing  in  most  of  the  world  with  our  newly 
acquired  17-year-old  “Kenyan  daugh¬ 
ter,”  Irene. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


My  Witness 

Visits  to  dynamic  congregations 
can  be  spiritually  invigorating 


By  SUE  CALDWELL 

Earlier  this  summer,  while  in  Dallas 
visiting  our  family,  my  sister  and  I  at¬ 
tended  St.  Luke  Community  United 
Methodist  Church. 

That  worship  experience  is  one  of  the 
highlights  of  my  religious  experience. 
The  St.  Luke  congregation  is  so  alive! 

The  prayer  part  of  the  service  was 
prefaced  by  15  minutes  of  sharing  by  the 
members  of  their  “joys,"  sorrows  and 
needs  they  knew  of  for  others.  That  pre¬ 
pared  our  hearts  to  approach  the  altar 
rail  to  kneel  and  meet  God. 

The  morning  announcements  included 
those  who  were  moving  away  and  other 
personal  sharing  time.  Discussion  of 
church  activities  was  also  shared. 

The  singing  was  fabulous.  The  men 
were  the  choir  that  day,  and  their  power¬ 
ful  contribution  to  the  worship  cannot  be 
overstated. 

The  sermon  was  a  powerful,  dramatic 
and  compassionate  lesson  in  its  message 
to  the  congregation.  I’ll  never  again  read 
of  the  woman  touching  Jesus'  robe  and 
being  healed  without  recalling  it. 

I  noted  on  the  back  of  the  bulletin  that 
10  Bible  study  groups  meet  -each  week. 
We  were  told  the  groups  studied  the 
Scriptures  printed  in  the  lectionary  that 
would  be  used  in  the  sermon  for  the  next 
week’s  sermon 


None  of  these  activities  are  impossible 
for  any  congregation  to  incorporate  into 
its  own  church  life.  Not  every  pastor  can 
emulate  St.  Luke’s  style,  but  everyone 
can  show  enthusiasm  for  worshiping 
God.  That  I  believe  is  generated  by  the 
pastor. 

I  encourage  United  Methodists  to  visit 
other  congregations— especially  those 
that  are  dynamic  and  growing. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Sue  Cald¬ 
well.  is  a  member  of  Chapelwood  United 
Methodist  Church.  Lake  Jackson.  Texas 
( Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275 


AW  about  it? 

Our  Lord  went  about  doing  good, 

As  did  His  disciples,  devout . . . 

But  today  many  of  us  are  content 
With  just  going  about . . . 

-RUTH  M.  WALSH 


well  invited  to  appear  on  the  morning 
news  or  at  the  Harvard  campus  to  lash 
Jesse  Jackson  in  sensational  ways. 

Apparently  in  the  social  state  of  our 
day,  Mr.  Falwell  is  a  safe  target  while 
Mr.  Jackson  is  not.  Thank  you  again  for 
your  fairness.  J.  L.  Penfold 

Eaton,  Colorado 

A  prayer  for  Mr.  Falwell 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  feeling  rather  frustrated  a  few 
weeks  ago  after  watching  "Nightline” 
with  Jesse  Jackson  and  Jerry  Falwell. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Jerry  Falwell’s  vi¬ 
sion  is  quite  clouded.  The  following  pray¬ 
er  has  helped  to  ease  my  frustration: 

Dear  Lord, 

Grant  Jerry  Falwell  a  five-year  leave 
of  absence.  During  this  time,  please  give 
Jerry  Falwell  a  shack  to  live  in— a  one- 
room  shack  with  no  plumbing  or  elec¬ 
tricity.  Then,  dear  Lord,  take  away 
Jerry  Falwell’s  right  to  vote  and  his 
right  to  assemble  and  his  right  to  speak. 

Next,  dear  Lord,  let  Jerry  Falwell’s 
son  and  daughter  be  arrested  for  being 
involved  in  a  peaceful  demonstration. 
Then  let  Jerry  Falwell  be  laid  off  from 
his  job  because  he  asked  for  the  right  to 
vote. 

Dear  Lord,  please  open  Jerry  Fal- 
well’s  eyes,  so  that  he  might  see.  Open 
Jerry  Falwell’s  mind  that  he  might  un¬ 
derstand.  Finally,  open  Jerry  Falwell’s 
heart  that  he  might  receive  your  true 
and  everlasting  love. 

Then,  dear  Lord,  ask  Jerry  Falwell  if 
he  still  thinks  that  President  Botha 
should  have  five  years  to  change  the 
apartheid  government. 

Thank  you  for  hearing  my  prayer. 
Amen. 

Carolyn  J.  Haag 
Warrensburg,  Missouri 

Article  sickens,  angers 

To  the  Editor: 

While  reading  Roy  Beck’s  commen¬ 
tary  in  the  Aug.  23  Reporter  on  the 
“tragedy  of  broken  homes,”  I  found  my¬ 
self  becoming  increasingly  sickened  and 
angered  by  the  ignorance  of  his  position. 

I  fully  agree  with  one  point  that  I  be¬ 
lieve  Mr.  Beck  was  trying  to  make.  The 
church  needs  to  make  every  effort  to  ‘en¬ 


rich  family  life,  parenting  and  mar¬ 
riages.  Families  in  trouble  and  couples 
in  trouble  ought  to  be  a  high  priority  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Yes,  much 
can  be  done  to  combat  the  staggering  di¬ 
vorce  rate  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Beck’s  awareness  of  the  problem 
is  commendable.  But  his  perceptions  of 
the  one-parent  family  and  description  of 
the  children  of  divorce  are  contrived,  in¬ 
correct  and,  unfortunately,  typical  of  the 
ignorance  that  pervades  not  just  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  much  of 
"married  America.” 

I  do  not  condone  divorce  nor  take  it 
lightly.  Single  parenting  is  a  tremendous 
responsibility.  And  we  in  the  church  need 
to  put  forth  efforts  to  improve  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  family  life.  For  example,  let’s  edu¬ 
cate  young  people  on  how  they  can 
prepare  for  marriage.  Let’s  teach  pres¬ 
ently  marrieds  how  to  maintain  a  loving 
relationship. 

But  let’s  also  educate  ourselves  about 
single  parent  families  so  that  we  don’t 
add  to  their  burdens  with  dramatic  and 
incorrect  descriptions  that  perpetuate 
prejudiced  images  of  sullen,  apprehen¬ 
sive  children  growing  up  in  “broken 
homes"  rather  than  "unbroken  families.” 
Colleen  O’Hare 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

Thanks  for  sensitivity 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  to  Roy  Howard  Beck  for 
such  an  insightful  and  sensitive  article 
headlined  "Two  ‘crashes’  provide  takeoff 
for  reflection  on  church  priorities”  that 
appeared  in  the  Aug.  23  issue. 

I  have  thought  for  years  that  it  is  high 
time  we  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
begin  phasing  out  the  segregation  of 
family  members  in  our  denomination. 
We  place  everyone  into  neat,  nice  com¬ 
partments  of  children,  youth,  men  and 
women’s  work  when  we  should  put  more 
emphasis  on  the  human  family. 

Ideally,  a  local  church  is  a  family.  The 
sooner  we  learn  to  live  together,  work 
together  and  pray  together  as  a  family 
unit,  the  sooner  we  will  better  under¬ 
stand  one  another  and  the  sooner  the 
Kingdom  of  God  will  come. 

Billy  J.  Cox 
Louisville,  Kentucky 


BUSY  PEOPLE 
NEED  A  QUICK  FIX 


Wise  judgment  rests  on  hard  facts. 
As  a  leader  in  your  religious  com¬ 
munity,  you  need  information.  You 
need  it  quickly  and  in  convenient 
form. 
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Study  says  regionalism  divides  United  Methodists 
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By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  — Two  Duke  Divinity 
School  professors  contend  that  the  9.3- 
million-member  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  has  members  in  97  per¬ 
cent  of  U.S.  counties,  is  so  divided  by  re¬ 
gional  tensions  that  it  is  "not  one  church 
but  seven." 

In  a  21-page  study,  “The  Seven 
Churches  of  Methodism,”  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  L.  Wilson  and  the  Rev.  William  H. 
Willimon  say  that  for  the  past  15  years 
Methodism  has  tried  to  ignore  its  region¬ 
al  differences,  emphasizing  instead  dif¬ 
ferences  of  race,  language  and  gender, 
and  promoting  women  and  minorities  to 
leadership  roles. 

In  an  interview  Dr.  Willimon  said  he 
and  his  colleague  feel  that  their  denomi- 
hation’s  regional  diversities  needed  to  be 
discussed  openly.  “If  we  don't  recognize 
it  and  talk  about  it,  it  will  affect  the 
church  in  odd  ways.”  The  report,  said 
Dr.  Willimon,  combines  research  and 
opinion,  containing  both  statistical  data 
from  church  agencies  and  “impressionis¬ 
tic  observations.” 

The  denomination’s  black,  Native 
American,  Hispanic  and  Asian  members 
in  the  United  States  account  for  only  4 
percent  of  total  members,  the  authors 
note.  “While  these  groups  are  receiving 
the  majority  attention  of  the  general 
boards  and  agencies,  their  small  num¬ 
bers  will  continue  to  limit  their  impact 
on  the  church,  particularly  at  the  local 
level.” 

May  be  potentially  divisive 

Regional  differences,  they  argue,  may 
be  a  far  greater  source  of  unrest  in 
Methodism  than  racial  ones  and  "may  be 


so  potentially  divisive  that  the  church, 
remembering  the  struggles  of  the  past, 
prefers  to  ignore  them.” 

Does  the  report  suggest  that  the 
church  should  cater  to  regional  con¬ 
cerns,  and  put  aside  efforts  to  empower 
ethnic  minority  persons  and  women?  No, 
Dr.  Wilson  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service.  “I  think  all  we’re  saying  is  that 
while  racial  and  gender  lines  are  there 
in  the  church,  regional  lines  also  are 
there.  And  the  church  has  failed  to  ad¬ 
dress  those.  Some  of  these  divisions  are 
age-old,  and  church  leadership  still  ig¬ 
nores  them." 

As  for  the  growing  number  of  or¬ 
dained  women  in  the  denomination,  the 
scholars  believe  it  is  too  early  to  predict 
their  eventual  impact.  “It  is  not  clear 
whether  (they)  will  constitute  a  national, 
self-conscious  group  or  whether  they  will 
identify  with  the  regional  churches.” 

Dr.  Wilson,  a  sociologist,  is  research 
professor  of  church  and  society  at  the  di¬ 
vinity  school.  Dr.  Willimon,  a  former 
pastor,  is  dean  of  the  chapel  at  Duke 
University.  A  specialist  in  preaching, 
worship  and  pastoral  care,  he  is  profes¬ 
sor  of  the  practice  of  Christian  ministry 
at  the  divinity  school. 

The  two  Methodist  writers  argue  that 
although  some  conflicts  in  the  church 
“appear  on  the  surface  to  be  over  ideolo¬ 
gy,  polity  or  between  racial  and  cultural 
differences,  the  underlying  causes  may 
be  regional  differences." 

‘Accountability’  is  regional,  too 

Debates  over  “accountability”  of  gen¬ 
eral  church  agencies  are  actually  re¬ 
gional  battles,  say  the  professors. 
Two-thirds  of  executive  and  professional 
staff  members  of  the  UMC’s  general 
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boards  and  agencies  are  members  of  an¬ 
nual  (regional)  conferences  in  the  North 
and  Midwest,  according  to  one  study, 
with  24  percent  coming  from  New  En¬ 
gland  or  the  industrial  Northeast.  But 
boards  of  managers  for  these  agencies 
are  selected  on  the  basis  of  regional 
membership,  and  40  percent  of  funding 
for  the  agencies  and  their  programs 
comes  from  the  churches  in  the  South 
and  Southwest. 

Regionalism  has  a  long  history  in  the 
denomination,  the  report  notes.  Western¬ 
ers  and  easterners  had  church  disputes 
in  the  early  1800s,  and  the  church  suf¬ 
fered  a  north-south  schism  preceding  the 
Civil  War— a  split  into  two  separate 
churches  that  was  not  mended  until  1939. 
Even  with  that  merger,  regionalism  was 
embedded  in  church  structures  with  a 
system  of  five  regional  jurisdictions  plus 
one  nongeographical  black  jurisdiction, 
later  abolished. 

More  regionalism  came  into  play 
when  the  Methodist  Church  merged  in 
1968  with  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church,  whose  membership  was  con¬ 
centrated  in  mid-Atlantic  and  Midwest 
regions. 

But  regionalism  is  "rarely  discussed 
openly,”  say  the  authors,  because  lead¬ 
ers  want  to  maintain  unity.  “National 
church  leaders  and  bureaucrats  tend  to 
perceive  regionalism  as.  a  threat  to 
churchwide  funds  and  programs.” 

Describing  seven  distinct  regions  of 
United  Methodism,  Drs.  Wilson  and  Wil¬ 
limon  find  the  church  to  be  healthiest  in 
the  South  and  Southwest  and  weakest 
and  most  pessimistic  in  New  England 
and  the  industrial  Northeast. 

The  “seven  churches  of  Methodism," 
as  described  by  Drs.  Wilson  and  Willi¬ 
mon,  include: 

•"The  Yankee  Church,”  or  Methodism 
in  New  England.  The  area,  never  a 
Methodist  stronghold,  has  traditionally 
had  high  proportions  of  Catholics  and 
Congregationa lists,  and  only  2.2  percent 
of  American  Methodists  live  in  the  re¬ 
gion. 

The  authors  contend  that  New  En¬ 
gland  Methodism  faces  “a  crisis  of  seri¬ 
ous  proportions,"  losing  18  percent  of  its 
members  in  12  years,  "tinkering  with  ec¬ 
clesiastical  machinery,”  and,  in  one  in¬ 
stance,  reacting  to  an  oversupply  of 
clergy  by  admitting  only  women  and 
black  men,  but  no  additional  white  men, 
into  the  ministerial  ranks. 

"What  will  be  the  price  Yankee  Meth¬ 
odism  pays  for  its  penchant  for  concern 
with  clerical  and  institutional  concerns 
over  congregational  concerns?”  they 
ask. 

•  “The  Industrial  Northeastern 
Church”  is  in  the  region  often  referred  to 


as  'smokestack  America.”  It  was  the 
stronghold  of  Methodism’s  northern  wing 
during  the  almost  century-long  period 
When  the  church  was  split  in  two  but  in 
the  authors’  view  is  no  longer  the  pace¬ 
setter  for  the  rest  of  the  denomination. 
Problems  in  the  region  include  an  inabil¬ 
ity  to  attract  blacks  into  membership, 
declining  church  membership,  and 
marked  losses  of  members  in  urban 
churches  that  were  once  prestigious  and 
influential  but  are  now  hard-pressed  to 
survive.  Such  churches  once  “tended  to 
set  the  standard"  in  giving  and  preach¬ 
ing  for  the  denomination.” 

Some  parts  of  the  Northeast  have 
strong  churches,  but  they  are  outside 
major  metropolitan  centers,  meaning 
that  Methodism  in  the  area  “is  in  grave 
danger  of  becoming  a  minor  denomina¬ 
tion."  Failure  to  address  causes  of  de¬ 
cline  or  to  reverse  the  trend  makes  the 
church  "a  victim  of  a  bleak  sociological 
determinism,"  say  the  authors. 

•  "The  Church  South,”  the  southeastern 
region  of  Methodism,  is  the  church's 
“most  cohesive”  part  and  tends  to  be 
traditional  in  theology  and  style.  UMC 
membership  in  the  region  is  3  million— 
larger  than  many  national  denomina¬ 
tions.  Although  outnumbered  by  South¬ 
ern  Baptists,  United  Methodists  in  the 
South  “don’t  feel  like  a  minority."  Al¬ 
though  black  and  white  church  struc¬ 
tures  have  been  merged,  they  remain 
“culturally  separate."  says  the  report. 


But  with  the  accomplishment  of  integra¬ 
tion  in  the  South,  the  southern  church  no 
longer  feels  defensive  and  “the  chief  of 
sinners.” 

•"The  Midwest  Church"  is  strong,  sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  South  in  numbers  of 
members.  But  while  membership  has  re¬ 
mained  stable  in  towns,  it  has  dropped  in 
large  metropolitan  areas,  especially 
central  cities.  As  in  the  Northeast,  many 
large  midwestern  congregations  have 
declined  in  membership. 

Drs.  Wilson  and  Willimon  regard  mid- 
western  Methodism  as  “traditional  at 
the  grass  roots”  but  led  by  avante-garde 
clergy.  This  section  elected  the  first 
woman  bishop  in  the  church  in  1980  and  a 
second  in  1984;  three  of  its  bishops  are  black. 

•  “The  Southwest  Church”  is  the  only 
region  where  the  church  has  shown  a  net 
membership  increase  since  1970.  “A  kind 
of  boom  mentality  permeates  the  region 
and  the  church,”  say  the  authors.  The  re¬ 
gion  has  26  UMC  congregations  with 
more  than  3,000  members,  and  most  of 
the  fastest-growing  churches  in  the  de¬ 
nomination.  Southwest  Methodists’  opti¬ 
mism  contrasts  sharply  with  a  "fortress 
mentality”  in  some  regions. 

But  if  the  Southwest  Church  has  a  seri¬ 
ous  problem,  it  is  in  the  failure  to  reach 
the  large  influx  of  Hispanic  persons,  the 
Duke  professors  claim. 

•  ‘‘The  Frontier  Church”— including 


churches  in  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Mon¬ 
tana  and  Utah— is  sparsely  populated 
but  is  seen  by  the  authors  as  displaying  a 
“frontier  spirit”  and  “self-reliance."  A 
factor  for  United  Methodists  and  other 
churches  in  the  region  is  the  burgeoning 
and  aggressive  presence  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints,  whose 
dominance  in  some  communities  can 
make  Methodists  feel  like  an  isolated 
minority.  The  authors  characterize 
Frontier  Church  Methodists  as  a  “hardy 
breed"  who  minister  in  a  "sometimes 
hostile  environment." 

•  "The  Western  Church,”  though  locat¬ 
ed  in  a  region  of  growing  population,  is 
losing  membership,  say  the  scholars. 
Church  school  attendance  in  particular 
is  characterized  as  "a  disaster." 

"At  some  point,”  they  write,  “the 
Western  Church  seems  to  have  decided 
to  drop  the  church  school  as  a  vibrant 
part  of  church  life."  Leadership  in  the 
area  is  liberal  (the  region  elected  a  black 
woman,  a  Mexican  national  and  a  Japa- 
nese-American  as  its  new  bishops 
in  1984),  but  the  liberal  leadership  “does 
not  reflect  the  entire  constituency.”  An 
indication  of  conservatism  is  found,  say 
the  authors,  in  the  report  that  more 
United  Methodists  are  enrolled  at  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  a  conservative  school  in  the  Re¬ 
formed  tradition,  than  at  the  more  liber¬ 
al  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Calif.,  a  United  Methodist  institution. 


‘Growth’  workshop  told  to  gain  ‘commitments  to  Christ 
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By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

FLORENCE,  Ky.  — Christians  must 
recapture  their  commitment  to  serving 
Christ  before  they  will  be  motivated  to 
proclaim  their  faith  to  others. 

That  was  the  message  nearly  200  par¬ 
ticipants  repeatedly  heard  during  a  pilot 
church-growth  workshop  for  mainline 
denominations  Sept.  5-7. 

But  even  though  bringing  new  people 
to  Christ  is  an  important  obligation  for 
all  Christians,  it  is  not  any  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  other  responsibilities  of  disci- 
pleship,  agreed  workshop  leaders  the 
Rev.  Herb  Miller  and  Rev.  Ed  Beck. 

Growing,  healthy,  vital  churches  prac¬ 
tice  a  balanced  ministry,  said  Mr.  Miller, 
executive  director  of  the  National  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Association  of  the  Christian 
•Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  the  work¬ 
shop  sponsor.  They  devote  equal  atten¬ 
tion  to  evangelism,  to  meeting  human 
physical  needs  and  to  social-political  ac¬ 
tion. 

"You  can’t  just  concentrate  on  one,” 
Mr,  Miller  told  clergy  and  laypeople 
from  10  Protestant  denominations  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Unfortunately,  he  said,  mainline  de¬ 
nominations  like  the  Disciples,  United 
Methodists  and  Presbyterians— the  three 
largest  contingents  at  the  workshop— 


have  emphasized  social  action  or  mis¬ 
sions  at  the  expense  of  evangelism  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  20  years.  That  has  allowed 
membership  to  decline  and  weakened 
the  foundation  of  ministry  and  outreach 
in  those  denominations,  he  said. 

"God  works  through  people,”  said  Mr. 
Miller,  author  of  numerous  books  on 
church  growth.  “Therefore,  evangelism 
is  the  launch  pad  for  other  ministries.  If 
it  doesn't  work,  nothing  else  will.” 

Key  lies  in  ‘whom  we  follow’ 

Mr.  Beck,  an  evangelism  executive  in 
the  former  Methodist  Church,  said  he  be¬ 
lieves  members  of  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  must  get  back  in  touch  with  the 
“bare  essentials”  of  a  Christ-centered 
faith. 

"The  key  to  our  faith  is  whom  we  fol¬ 
low,  the  personhood,  the  incarnation  of 
our  Lord,"  Mr.  Beck  said.  “No  matter 
what  we  each  believe  (based  on  different 
biblical  interpretations),  that  is  where 
we  must  start." 

That  belief  motivates  Christians  not 
only  to  make  disciples  but  to  feed  the 
poor,  heal  the  sick  and  help  the  needy, 
said  the  senior  pastor  of  Sunrise  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo. 

Christians  truly  begin  to  fulfill  their 
obligations  as  Christ’s  disciples  only 


when  they  risk  proclaiming  their  faith  to 
others  and  living  their  faith  through  so¬ 
cial  action,  Mr.  Beck  said.  That  two¬ 
pronged  requirement  separates  true 
Christians  from  good  people  with  reli¬ 
gious  attitudes. 

Fortunately,  Mr.  Miller  said,  renewal 
movements  have  independently  sprung 
up  in  mainline  Protestant  denominations 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the 
past  few  years.  These  movements  are 
aimed  at  returning  evangelism  to  parity 
with  other  forms  of  outreach. 

Two  main  terms  defined 

Mr.  Miller  makes  a  distinction  be¬ 
tween  evangelism  and  evangelization. 

Evangelism  involves  primarily  using 
words  to  proclaim  the  good  news  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  he  said.  Evangelization  in¬ 
volves  using  both  words  and  actions  to 
tell  people  about  Jesus  Christ  in  ways 
that  help  them  form  a  deep  and  lasting 
relationship  with  Him.  That  relationship 
prompts  them  to  become  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  His  church,  committed  to  helping 
with  His  work  in  the  world. 

Mainline  churches  need  to  refine  their 
theology  to  include  evangelization,  Mr 
Miller  said. 

"Evangelization  is  not  just  getting 
people  to  sign  up  as  church  members," 
he  said  “Most  of  us  got  our  fill  of  that  in 


the  1950s.  Then  we  got  people  to  sign  the 
order,  but  they  never  came  to  pick  up 
the  product.” 

Recognition  by  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  of  evangelization’s  importance 
comes  at  an  opportune  time,  Mr.  Miller 
said.  Research  shows  that  non-church 
members  are  interested  in  religion.  That 
interest  is  especially  keen  among  adults 
under  age  40.  Many  of  those  young  adults 
are  actively  shopping  for  a  church. 

Shoppers  show  no  brand  loyalty 

A  lack  of  denominational  loyalty  dis¬ 
tinguishes  these  potential  members  from 
young  adults  of  the  1950s.  Mr.  Miller 
said.  Mainline  denominations  have  relied 
on  that  loyalty  to  maintain  membership. 

‘‘We’re  in  the  post-denominational 
era,"  Mr.  Miller  said.  “People  don’t  care 
what  name  is  on  the  sign  on  the  church 
lawn.  They  judge  a  church  by  other  fac¬ 
tors." 

Those  potential  church  members  are 
seeking  a  friendly  church  with  programs 
that  meet  their  personal  and  family 
needs,  Mr.  Miller  said.  They  want  a 
church  within  a  15-minute  drive  from 
home  with  a  pastor  they  can  relate  to. 

Mainline  denominations,  because  of 
their  de-emphasis  on  evangelism  during 
the  1960s  and  1970s,  are  at  a  disadvan¬ 
tage  in  attracting  these  potential  mem¬ 


bers,  Mr.  Miller  said.  That's  because 
members  of  more  “conservative"  de¬ 
nominations  have  a  long  tradition  of  per- 
sonally  reaching  out  to  non-church 
members. 

Six  questions  asked 

Mainline  congregations  must  answer 
six  basic  questions,  Mr.  Miller  said,  to 
determine  if  they  are  really  motivated 
to  compete  for  non-church  members:  Do 
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they  want,  seek,  invite,  welcome,  involve 
and  nurture  company? 

Mr.  Miller  said  the  81-year-old  Nation¬ 
al  Evangelistic  Association,  based  in 
Lubbock,  Texas,  developed  the  three-day 
workshop  after  requests  from  mainline 
churches  for  help  responding  to  those 
and  other  evangelization  questions. 

The  event  is  divided  into  three  inde¬ 
pendent  but  complementary  modules. 
Those  modules  teach  nuts-and-bolts 
techniques  for  planning  and  executing 
evangelization 

Disciples  accounted  for  about  62  per¬ 
cent  of  those  in  attendance.  United 
Methodists  added  nearly  20  percent. 
Presbyterians  constituted  about  6  per¬ 
cent. 

Other  participants  were  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics,  Lutherans,  Episcopalians,  Moravi¬ 
ans.  Quakers,  Mennonites,  Anglicans  and 
members  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

“The  leadership  is  multidenomina- 
tional  by  design,”  Mr.  Miller  said. 

A  second  program  like  the  one  in  Flor¬ 
ence  is  scheduled  for  Decatur,  Ill.,  Nov. 
7-9  Mr.  Miller  and  the  Rev.  George 
Hunter,  a  United  Methodist  from  Asbury 
Theological  School,  will  lead  that  event. 

A  third  workshop,  also  led  by  Mr. 
Miller  and  Mr.  Hunter,  is  scheduled  for 
October  1986  in  San  Antonio.  Texas. 


Calls  on  first-time  visitors  6 vital 9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FLORENCE,  Ky.— Churches  can 
guarantee  more  new  members  if  people 
from  the  congregation  will  just  visit 
first-time  worship  visitors,  a  church 
growth  consultant  maintains. 

“If  you  want  to  put  your  energy  into 
just  one  thing  that  will  increase  addi¬ 
tions,  then  change  your  behavior  toward 
first-time  worship  visitors,”  said  the 
Rev.  Herb  Miller,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Evangelistic  (Association  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

Research  done  among  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Georgia.  Mr.  Miller  said,  showed 
that  85  percent  of  first-time  visitors 
would  come  back  the  next  week  if  some¬ 
body  from  the  congregation  made  a 
brief,  personal,  get-acquainted  visit 
within  36  hours  of  the  church  service. 

About  60  percent  would  return  if  the 
visit  were  made  within  72  hours,  he  said. 
The  number  falls  to  15  percent  if  the  vis¬ 
it  is  not  made  until  six  days  later. 

Pastors  making  the  calls  instead  of 
laypeople  cuts  all  the  percentages  in 
half,  noted  Mr.  Miller,  author  of  numer¬ 
ous  books  on  church  growth. 

"We  are  a  nation  of  church  shoppers, 
and  we  are  looking  first  of  all  for  a 
friendly  church,”  he  said.  "That’s  why  a 
call  by  a  church  member  is  so  impor¬ 
tant.  Calling  is  caring. 


“Pastors  are  not  as  effective  on  calls 
because  people  are  looking  for  a  sign  of 
friendliness.  People  are  smart  enough  to 
know  that  the  pastor  is  on  the  payroll. 
He’s  supposed  to  do  things  like  visit." 

But  church  members  have  to  make  an 
effort  to  stop  at  a  visitor's  home,  Mr 
Miller  said.  That  effort  communicates  a 
concern  and  an  acceptance  that  many 
church  shoppers  are  seeking. 

Mr.  Miller  describes  these  15-to-20- 
minute  visits  as  “relational  calls.”  The 
goal  is  simply  to  establish  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  visitor  and  invite  him  or 
her  to  come  back  to  church. 

The  caller  does  not  confront  the  visi¬ 
tor  with  questions  about  "being  saved" 
or  press  for  a  decision  to  follow  Christ, 
Mr.  Miller  said. 

Some  "conservative"  denominations 
practice  that  type  of  calling,  Mr.  Miller 
acknowledged.  It  has  proved  successful 
for  them.  But  negative  reactions  to  the 
confrontational  style  prompted  many 
mainline  Protestants  to  shy  away  from 
any  type  of  calling. 

Fear  of  having  a  door  slammed  in 
their  face  is  the  key  reason  most  main¬ 
line  church  members  don't  make  calls, 
Mr  Miller  said.  But  research  by  the 
American  Institute  for  Church  Growth 
has  found  that  only  6  percent  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation  consider  a  call  by  a  church  mem¬ 


ber  to  be  other  than  helpful. 

On  the  other  hand,  66  percent  consider 
calls  helpful,  and  28  percent  find  them 
somewhat  helpful,  Mr.  Miller  reported 
The  survey  measured  reactions  to  con¬ 
frontational,  not  relational,  calls,  he 
pointed  out. 

“We  have  an  American  public  far 
more  interested  in  church  life  than  we 
know.”  Mr.  Miller  said.  "But  we  are 
making  our  decision  (about  calling) 
based  on  just  6  percent.”  « 

Making  visits  is  not  new  among  main¬ 
line  denominations,  Mr.  Miller  said.  A 
1957  Gallup  poll  found  that  27  percent  of 
all  Americans  had  made  a  call  for  their 
church  at  least  once.  But  soon  after  that 
date,  mainline  churches  got  out  of  the 
practice. 

Instead,  he  said,  many  churches  began 
practicing  "architectural  evangelism.” 
That  approach  maintained  that  fine 
buildings  would  attract  church  mem¬ 
bers.  Therefore,  congregations  in  "nice 
buildings"  could  wait  for  new  members 
to  come  to  them. 

"But  if  you  are  not  organized  to  reach 
out,  you  are  not  organized  to  grow,”  Mr. 
Miller  said.  “You  can’t  just  wait  at  the 
sheep  shed  for  the  strays  to  wander  in. 
You  have  to  go  out  looking  and  extending 
the  caring  hand  of  love.” 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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W orld  anairs  panel  sharpens  Africa  aim 
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The  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens:  “South  Africa  now  has  a  children’s  war.  The 
church  must  be  very  clear  where  it  stands.” 

UM  theologian  heads  plans 
for  world  faith,  order  talks 

document  has  been  translated  into  al¬ 
most  30  languages.  Dr.  Deschner  said. 

Responses  received  from  more  than  40 
churches  are  “surprisingly  positive,”  he 
added.  An  evaluation  of  the  responses,  to 
be  made  by  the  commission,  will  go  to 
the  Fifth  World  Conference. 

“We  also  hope  to  have  the  text  of  a 
document  on  ‘The  Unity  of  the  Church 
and  the  Renewal  of  Human  Communi¬ 
ty,’  ”  he  said.  The  document  will  address 
theologically  the  long-standing  question 
of  the  relationship  between  church  unity 
and  Christian  action  on  pressing  social 
issues. 

The  third  study,  on  the  apostolic  faith, 
“is  moving  ahead  but  will  probably  not 
be  ready  for  the  churches  until  well  into 
the  1990s."  Dr.  Deschner  predicted. 

In  his  moderator’s  address.  Dr. 
Deschner  reminded  the  120-member 
commission  that  Faith  and  Order  is  "not 
simply  a  committee,  but  a  historical 
movement  . .  to  bring  the  churches  into 
ecumenical  conversation  with  one  anoth¬ 
er."  The  commission  celebrated  its  75th 
birthday,  recalling  that  in  1910  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  plan  the  first 
world  conference,  eventually  held  in 
1927. 

Sometimes  described  as  the  world’s 
most  comprehensive  Christian  theologi¬ 
cal  forum,  the  Faith  and  Order  Commis¬ 
sion  draws  members  from  57  countries 
and  includes  a  dozen  Vatican-named 
participants  and  a  few  non-WCC  bodies 
as  well  as  representatives  of  the  WCC’s 
membership.  Commissioners  are  theolo¬ 
gians,  pastors  and  church  officials. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

STAVANGER,  Norway— Planning  for 
the  first  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  in  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centu¬ 
ry  began  here  this  summer. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  meeting 
Aug.  13-25  under  the  moderatorship  of 
the  Rev.  John  Deschner.  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  announced  that  the  Fifth  World 
Conference  will  be  held  in  March  1989  at 
a  site  to  be  determined.  The  last  such 
gathering  was  in  Montreal,  Canada,  in 
1963. 

Dr.  Deschner,  a  professor  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  Texas,  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service  that  a 
call  to  the  conference  will  go  to  the 
WCC’s  310  member  churches  this  fall. 

Three  studies  now  in  the  works  will 
provide  the  major  themes  for  the  world 
conference,  he  added.  First  and  best 
known  of  the  studies  is  the  convergence 
document  on  Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry  (BEM),  hailed  at  the  1983  Van¬ 
couver  Assembly  by  Protestants,  Ortho¬ 
dox  and  Roman  Catholics  alike.  The 

‘Peace  Ribbons’ 
going  to  USSR 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Forty-two  pieces  of  the  25,000-piece, 
15-mile  Peace  Ribbon  that  encircled  the 
nation’s  capital  last  month  (see  Reporter. 
Aug.  16)  will  be  taken  to  the  Soviet  Union 
Sept.  20  by  United  Church  of  Christ  min¬ 
ister  Richard  Rodes  of  Columbia,  Md. 

Mr.  Rodes,  his  wife,  Jean,  and  40  other 
people,  including  three  children,  will  tour 
the  Soviet  Union  as  part  of  “Peace  Odys¬ 
sey  ’85”— a  privately  sponsored  tour 
aimed  at  studying  the  peace  and  culture 
of  the  USSR. 

Four  United  Methodists  are  part  of  the 
three-week  trip  that  will  visit  Geneva, 
Switzerland;  Prague,  Czechoslovakia; 
and  Moscow,  Kiev  and  Volgograd  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

The  Peace  Ribbon,  a  massive  grass¬ 
roots  peace  project  started  by  a  Colorado 
grandmother,  resulted  in  the  25,000  18- 
inch  by  36-inch  panels  being  tied  together 
to  demonstrate  each  artist’s  depiction  of 
the  Ribbon  theme:  “What  I  would  hate  to 
lose  most  in  a  nuclear  war." 

Several  ribbons  were  sent  to  the  “tie- 
in"  from  the  Soviet  Union,  but  the  42  rib¬ 
bons  going  to  Russia  have  all  been  made 
by  people  in  the  United  States,  Ms.  Rodes 
said. 

The  ribbons  will  be  given  to  churches, 
individuals  and  peace  groups  in  the  Sovi¬ 
et  Union  in  memory  of  Samantha  Smith, 
the  “peace  ambassador"  who  journeyed 
to  the  Soviet  Union  two  years  ago  on  in¬ 
vitation  of  President  Andropov  and  was 
killed  in  a  plane  crash  last  month  in 
Maine,  Ms.  Rodes  said. 

After  The  Ribbon  celebration  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  artists  were  given  the  option  of 
retaining  their  ribbons  or  allowing  them 
to  go  on  display  in  Chicago  at  the  Peace 
Museum.  Remaining  ribbons  will  go  to 
Texas  Woman’s  University  in  Denton, 
Texas,  to  be  added  to  a  collection  of  ma¬ 
terials  recording  the  emerging  history  of 
women. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  United  Methodist 
“kitchen  cabinet”  on  international  af¬ 
fairs  last  week  probed  for  ways  to  stay 
ahead  in  the  anti^apartheid  campaign 
against  South  Africa. 

Members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Joint  Panel  on  International  Affairs: 

•  Decried  the  "weakness"  of  President 
Reagan’s  sanction  measures  against 
South  Africa  . . .  called  for  pressure  on 
Congress  to  do  more. 

•  Lamented  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  "dragging  its  feet"  in  divesting 
stock  in  South  Africa-related  businesses 

.  suggested  a  series  of  divestment  ac¬ 
tions  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  suggested  these  be  highly 
publicized. 

•  Talked  of  the  need  to  interpret 
mounting  violence  among  South  African 
blacks. 

Years  ahead  of  the  headlines 

For  19  years  the  joint  panel  has  met 
semi-annually  in  the  United  Methodist 
center  across  the  street  from  the  United 
Nations. 

During  much  of  that  time,  the  30  or  so 
staff  executives  and  directors  of  two  UM 
general  agencies  were  among  the  few 
groups  consistently  planning,  praying 
and  prodding  for  a  summer  such  as  this 
one,  when  South  Africa’s  system  of  legal¬ 
ized  racial  segregation  would  be  exposed 
daily  on  front  pages  of  newspapers  na¬ 
tionwide. 

Last  week,  some  joint  panel  members 
expressed  pleased  astonishment  at  the 
sustained  U.S.  media  attention  and  the 
fact  that  President  Reagan  had  taken 
some  direct  action  against  apartheid. 

/But  most  time  was  spent  discussing 
new  strategies  on  South  Africa  as  well  as 
little-known  issues  joint  panel  members 
hope  to  help  popularize. 

The  joint  panel  has  no  official  status  in 
the  church.  But  its  work  in  studying  is¬ 
sues  and  creating  strategies  for  action 
generally  signal  directions  to  be  taken  . 
on  international  issues  by  the  General 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  of 
Church  and  Society.  Joint  panel  mem¬ 
bers  are  leaders  of  both  those  agencies. 

What  happens  when  whites  die? 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Global  Ministries,  said  he  is  con¬ 
cerned  whether  United  Methodists  and 
other  Americans  will  continue  to  stand 
firm  against  the  white  minority  govern¬ 
ment  of  South  Africa  when  whites  begin  to 
die  as  a  result  of  the  black  unrest. 

Thus  far,  most  deaths  have  been 
among  black  South  Africans. 

Several  panel  members  talked  of  the 
need  to  provide  different  perspectives  to 
news  reports  that  emphasize  black-vs.- 
black  violence. 

“You  have  to  look  at  who  the  blacks 
(being  fought  by  black  liberationists) 
are,"  said  the  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens,  head  of 
the  Global  Ministries  Africa  missions 


program.  They  are  blacks  who  have  co¬ 
operated  with  whites  and  "are  being 
killed  because  they  are  traitors  to  their 
people.” 

Dr.  Nugent  said,  "I  think  the  church 
already  is  out  of  the  action  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca.  The  church  is  sticking  with  non-vio¬ 
lence,  but  the  people  are  armed.  The 
action  now  is  in  the  labor  movement." 

Dr.  Nugent  asked  what  will  happen  to 
the  church’s  talk  of  non-violence  "when 
the  blacks  really  turn  it  on  and  the  vio¬ 
lence  hits  the  whites?” 

Dr.  Bivens  criticized  U.S.  news  media 
for  not  making  it  more  clear  that  the  un¬ 
rest  in  South  Africa  is  a  "children’s 
war,"  and  the  victims  of  white  retaliation 
are  children. 

“The  children  have  told  their  parents, 
‘You  are  afraid.  You  stay  home  and  we 
will  fight  and  die,’  ”  he  said.  “We  must  be 
clear  where  we  stand  in  this  war  and 
make  certain  our  country  does  not  support 
the  oppressors  against  the  children.” 

Divided  over  pensions  action 

Panel  members  were  divided  in  their 
reaction  to  the  recent  decision  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  to 
divest  stock  in  corporations  with  busi¬ 
ness  in  South  Africa  if  those  corporations 
don’t  adhere  to  the  Sullivan  Principles. 
The  principles  (see  Reporter,  Sept.  13) 
call  for  corporate  behavior  that  uplifts 
black  employees  and  that  rejects  all 
forms  of  discrimination  while  operating 
in  South  Africa. 

Several  panel  members  said  a  few 
years  ago  they  never  would  have  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  Board  of  Pensions  would 
put  such  a  social  concern  above  financial 
interests.  They  suggested  the  recent  pen¬ 
sions  board  action  should  be  considered 
a  big  step  forward. 

Others  said  they  were  deeply  troubled 
by  the  pension,  board’s  refusal  to  press 
all  corporations  to  get  out  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca  and  to  divest .  i  any  who  don’t. 

“The  United  rations  says  apartheid 
is  terrorism,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
McClean  of  Church  and  Society’s  staff. 
The  Board  of  Pensions  is  saying  "the  ter¬ 
rorism  needs  to  be  reformed”  instead  of 
abolished,  he  complained. 

Such’  behavior  is  not  uncharacteristic 
of  “our  Methodist  Church  which  was  ter¬ 
ribly  silent  throughout  the  Africa  inde¬ 
pendence  movements,”  Dr.  Bivens  said. 

Dr.  Bivens  said  UM  agencies  also  need 
to  monitor  carefully  actions  of  the  multi¬ 
racial  Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa. 
He  said  the  church  there  has  had  a  spotty 
record  in  trying  to  shed  itself  of  the 
apartheid  culture.  He  said  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  often  has  challenged  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  Methodists’  actions,  such  as  “a  few 
years  ago  when  they  still  had  an  apart¬ 
heid  salary  system  that  paid  white  pas¬ 
tors  considerably  more  than  blacks.” 

Zimbabwe  aid  needed 

United  Methodists  who  want  to  con¬ 
tribute  further  toward  collapse  of  South 
Africa’s  apartheid  system  need  to  press 


the  church  today 


WCC  adds  seven 
new  member  churches 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  Geneva- 
based  World  Council  of  Churches  has  ac¬ 
cepted  seven  new  member  denominations, 
bringing  its  total  membership  to  310.  Six 
of  the  seven  are  African.  They  will  offi¬ 
cially  become  members  in  six  months,  if 
no  current  WCC  member  church  raises 
objections. 

The  seven  include  The  Methodist 
Church  in  Zimbabwe,  a  40.000-member 
denomination  with  British  roots. 

Princeton  seminary  schedules 
three-day  Texas  event 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Princeton 
Theological  Seminary  will  sponsor  a 
continuing  education  event  Oct.  29-Nov. 
1  at  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Fort 
Worth. 

The  seminar,  open  to  clergy  and  laity 
of  all  denominations,  will  feature  studies 
in  the  book  of  Jeremiah  led  by  Dr.  J.  J. 
M.  Roberts,  professor  of  Old  Testament 
at  Princeton,  and  Bible  studies  from  the 
book  of  James  led  by  Suzanne  P.  M.  Ru- 
diselle,  associate  director  of  Princeton 
seminary’s  continuing  education  center. 

UM  church’s  TV  network 
links  U.S.,  South  Africa 

SHREVEPORT.  La.  (UMNS)  — The 
Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  in  Shreveport  for 
the  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Baptist  Church,  was  interviewed  live  by 


South  African  journalists  on  the  Alter¬ 
nate  View  Network  Sept.  3. 

The  transatlantic  uplink  was  a  first 
for  the  network,  founded  by  and  located 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  here, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Curtis  A.  Cham¬ 
bers,  general  manager. 

The  network  was  created  in  1982,  cul¬ 
minating  more  than  25  years  of  televi¬ 
sion  ministry  by  First  Church.  Its 
facilities  include  a  complete  studio  and 
uplink  earth  station  to  communication 
satellites.  It  is  the  only  facility  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States  operated  by  a 
mainline  church  congregation,  according 
to  Dr.  Chambers. 

Caucus  plans  to  protest 
pensions  board  investments 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— The  independent 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action 
caucus  plans  a  “public  witness”  outside 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  of¬ 
fices  Sept.  27. 

The  demonstration,  scheduled  as  part 
of  the  federation’s  national  meeting,  is  to 
protest  the  pension  board’s  continuing 
investments  in  corporations  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  South  Africa. 

Federation  chief  executive  the  Rev. 
George  McClain,  in  a  press  statement, 
said  the  public  demonstration  is  planned 
because  meetings  last  summer  between 
delegations  from  the  federation  and  the 


pensions  board  "resulted  in  no  changes 
in  the  board’s  position.” 

Pastor  authors  book 
on  religious  writing 

DUMONT,  Iowa— The  Rev.  Marvin  E. 
Ceynar,  pastor  of  Dumont’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  the  author  of  a 
book,  "Writing  for  the  Religious  Mar¬ 
ket.”  to  be  published  in  January  1986  by 
C.S.S.  Publishing  Co.  of  Lima,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Ceynar  is  founder  and  director  of 
Interstate  Religious  Writers  Association 
and  has  taught  creative  writing  to  pas¬ 
tors. 

Hawaiian  UMs  commend 
Episcopalians’  new  leader 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.  (RNS)-Church 
leaders  in  Hawaii  who  have  worked  with 
Bishop  Edmond  Lee  Browning  in  the  is¬ 
lands  expressed  elation  in  telephone  in¬ 
terviews  at  his  election  to  head  the 
Episcopal  Church  but  said  he  will  be 
hard  to  replace  in  the  Hawaii  diocese 
and  the  ecumenical  community  there. 

The  Rev.  James  Swenson  of  Honolulu, 
current  Methodist  superintendent,  said, 
"He  has  taken  forceful  stands  on  nuclear 
arms  and  nuclear  waste  and  he’s  been  a 
pastor  to  his  priests.  He’s  shown  much 
concern  for  persons  at  the  lowest  end  of 
the  spectrum— especially  impoverished 
street  people." 


CLASSIFIED 

EXCITING  NEW  ZEALAND.  AUSTRALIA.  FIJI 
April  8-30.  1986  For  brochure:  Rev  Wayne  Wil¬ 
liams,  1420  Newport  Ave.,  San  Jose.  CA  95125 
(408)  294-9796  or  (408)  978-5275 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Securi¬ 
ty  and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates.  Northern  California.  Lake 
Park  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart- 
ments.  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A 
facility  of  Califorma-Nevada  Methodist  Homes. 
For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer.  Lake 
Park.  1850  Alice  St..  Dept  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612 
(415)835-5511  ! 

VENICE.  FL- GRACE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  (1.700  members)  is  seeking  a  full-time  di¬ 
rector  or  minister  of  children  and  youth  minis¬ 
tries.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  immediately 
to  GUMC.  400  .E  Field  Ave..  Venice.  FL  33595. 
Attn.:  Mrs  Pat  Linkous. 

FREE  INFORMATION  on  new  parenting  pro- 

gram  —  including  video  and  drama  in  worship. 
From  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E  Lin¬ 
coln  Drive.  Phoenix,  AZ  85016  (602)  955-8554 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
for  rapidly  growing  church  over  1.000  members 
near  Orlando.  FL  Send  picture  and  resume  to  San- 
Undo  United  Methodist  Church.  1890  W  SR  434. 
Longwood.  FL  32750  (305)  339-1266. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com- 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Gayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynesville. 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 

WANTED  CLINICAL  CHAPLAIN -Wyoming 
State  Penitentiary.  Rawlings.  WY.  in  conjunction 
with  the  Wyoming  Church  Coalition  Full-time  po- 
sltion  includes  administration  and  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination.  clinical  and  pastoral  counseling  and 
care,  interpretation  to  churches  and  communities. 
Some  travel  required  Compensation  range 
$25,000-27,000  total  package  Qualifications  and 
requirements:  ordination  and  current  standing  in  a 
national  religious  denomination;  certification  or 
fellow  status  by  a  recognized  professional  chap¬ 
laincy  organization  is  preferred,  not  required;  in¬ 
stitutional  chapUincy  experience  preferred  Send 
resumes  and  references  to  the  Rev  Warren  Mur¬ 
phy,  P.0  Box  484.  Lander.  WY  82520  Application 
must  be  received  by  Nov  8.  1985,  for  a  starting 
date  of  Jan.  1. 1986  Equal  opportunity  employer 

CHURCH  OF  500  with  high  quality  youth  and  mu¬ 

sic  programs  seeking  highly  aualified  youth  and 
music  directors.  Part  time.  Will  consider  combin¬ 
ing  positions  Salary  negotiable  Send  resumes  to 
Robert  Flint.  Christ  UMC.  6200  Gibson  SE.  Albu¬ 
querque.  NM  87108 

WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE  TREASURER  -  De¬ 

greed  accountant  needed  as  treasurer  for  Wisconsin 
Annual  Conference  Must  be  Christian,  experienced, 
mature,  motivated  and  have  excellent  communica¬ 
tion  skills.  Send  resume  to  Horace  Grooms.  6417 
Shenandoah  Way.  Madison,  WI  53705  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  2.500-member  church  with  large,  active  church 
school  Salary  negotiable  Position  open  Oct.  1 
Send  resume  to  Curt  Olson.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  707  Longview.  TX  75606 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists,  friends 
and  families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation  Write  P  O 
Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL  60204 

British  Methodists  rally 
in  defense  of  Freemasonry 


From  Religious  News  Service 

BIRMINGHAM,  England-British 
Methodists  who  are  also  Freemasons  are 
rallying  in  defense  of  their  secret  world¬ 
wide  movement  and  intend  to  challenge 
the  ruling  by  the  British  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  that  Freemasonry  is  incompati¬ 
ble  with  Christianity. 

Methodist  Masons  from  all  over  Brit¬ 
ain  are  indicating  they  will  attend  a 
semi-private  special  meeting  in  this 
Midlands  city  Sept.  24.  They  say  they  in¬ 
tend  to  counter  the  allegedly  inaccurate 
findings  of  an  official  conference  inquiry 
into  Freemasonry. 

The  Methodist  Masons  also  plan  to 
send  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  the  Rev.  Christopher  Hughes 
Smith,  seeking  reconciliation  and  to 
“undo  the  damage  that  has  been  done.” 

The  move  is  thought;  to  be  unprece¬ 
dented  for  both  church  and  Freemason¬ 
ry.  The  Methodist  president  and  the 
Masons'  grand  secretary  have  both  been 
informed  of  the  pending  rally,  and  a  lim¬ 


ited  number  of  ordinary  church  men  and 
women  will  be  allowed  to  attend. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  British  Method¬ 
ist  Conference  ruled  that  Methodists 
should  not  be  members  of  the  Masonic 
movement.  Those  who  are  members 
were  urged  to  reconsider  their  member¬ 
ship.  Masons  in  both  Britain  and  the 
United  States  have  found  themselves  un¬ 
der  increasing  attack. 

Leading  the  counterattack  here  is  a 
loyal  Methodist  layman  who  has  been  a 
Freemason  nearly  40  years.  "What  we 
want  to  do  is  to  reconcile  our  position 
with  the  church,”  says  Ronald  Harris, 
who  lives  just  outside  Birmingham.  "A 
great  deal  of  hurt  has  been  caused  to 
faithful  Christians.” 

The  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  one  of  the 
leading  Masonic  temples  in  the  Mid¬ 
lands,  and  Mr.  Harris  says  he  has  invited 
a  representative  of  the  denomination’s 
national  weekly,  the  Methodist  Record¬ 
er,  to  report  on  the  unusual  proceedings. 


Congress  and  the  Administration  to  give 
more  aid  to  the  so-called  frontline  states, 
Dr.  Bivens  said. 

Those  countries  nearest  South  Africa, 
such  as  Zimbabwe  and  Zambia,  need  ex¬ 
tra  help  to  make  up  for  economic  losses 
they  may  suffer  if  the  United  States  and 
other  nations  impose  stiff  economic 
sanctions  against  South  Africa,  Dr.  Bi¬ 
vens  said. 

Arguments  against  sanctions  often  in¬ 
clude  the  claim  that  the  sanctions  will 
hurt  black-governed  neighboring  nations 
which  have  economies  partly  dependent 
on  South  Africa’s,  Dr.  Bivens  said. 

If  the  United  States  will  give  those 
neighboring  states  extra  aid,  he  said, 
they  can  weather  the  repercussions.  He 
said  he  was  pleasantly  surprised  recent¬ 
ly  to  have  a  U.S.  diplomat  tell  him  pri¬ 
vately  that  he  thinks  it  is  important  to 


help  land-locked  Zimbabwe  get  its  prod¬ 
ucts  to  markets  if  South  Africa  cuts  off 
transportation  across  its  borders. 

Zimbabwe  is  one  of  the  few  nations  in 
Africa  that  exports  food,  said  Norma 
Kehrberg,  head  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  the  word  must  be 
spread  that  the  presidents  of  the  "front¬ 
line  states”  met  in  August  and  said  they 
support  sanctions  against  Africa  despite 
the  economic  consequences  to  them¬ 
selves. 

They  pledged  support  to  each  other,  Dr. 
Nugent  said.  For  example,  Zimbabwe 
committed  25,000  soldiers  to  go  to  Mozam¬ 
bique  to  secure  a  railroad  line  against  pos¬ 
sible  South  Africa  retaliation.  "If  that 
happens,  we’ll  have  trouble  interpreting 
that  this  is  not  an  invasion”  by  Zimba¬ 
bwe’s  Marxist  government,  he  said. 


People  in  the  news  .  .  .  ] 

State’s  youngest  Supreme  Court  judge  guided  by  Christian  principles 

Missouri’s  youngest  Supreme  Court 


judge  in  modern  times  is  also  an  active 
United  Methodist  layman. 

Thirty-three-year-old  Edward  D.  Rob¬ 
ertson  Jr.  of  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  state’s  high  court  this 
summer  by  Missouri  Gov.  John  Ashcroft. 

But  law  is  not  the  only  subject  on  the 
mind  of  this  young  judge.  Mr.  Robertson 
says  his  Christian  faith  influences  his  ac¬ 
tions  in  and  out  of  the  courtroom 

Mr.  Robertson’s  Christian  convictions 
led  him  to  study  for  the  United  Methodist 
ministry  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas  prior  to  law  school.  However, 
those  studies  lasted  only  one  year  be¬ 
cause  he  wanted  to  study  law,  too. 

"I  had  to  make  a  major  decision— law 
or  theology.  It  was  a  very  difficult  deci¬ 
sion.  I  weighed  how  I  could  have  an  im¬ 
pact  with  my  life.  I  figured  I  could  be  a 
good  layperson  with  a  law  degree.” 

The  judge’s  attempt  at  being  a  “good 
layperson”  is  quite  successful,  says  the 
Rev.  Geoffery  Posegate,  pastor  of  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jefferson 
City,  where  Mr.  Robertson,  his  wife,  Re¬ 
nee,  and  two  sons  are  active  members. 

"Chip  is  a  very  valuable  member  of 
this  congregation,”  Mr.  Posegate  said, 
referring  to  Mr.  Robertson  by  his  well- 
known  nickname.  "He  fills  the  pulpit  as 
a  lay  speaker,  has  taught  an  adult  Sun¬ 
day  school  class,  is  a  member  of  the 
worship  committee  and  the  board  of 
trustees. 

"He  is  very  committed  to  the  Lord  and 
he  lives  a  life  that  is  powerfully  in¬ 
formed  by  a  strong  Christian  faith.  He  is 
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Edward  D.  Robertson  Jr. 
very  congruent  as  a  layperson  and  as  a 
lawyer.” 

Prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Robertson,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Missouri 
law  school  at  Kansas  City,  served  as  the 
state’s  deputy  attorney  general. 

Despite  his  accomplishments  at  an 
early  age,  Mr.  Robertson  said  he  never 
“plotted”  his  career  path. 

"The  good  Lord  put  me  in  a  position  to 
make  a  difference.  Now  I  want  to  be  the 
best  supreme  court  judge  I  can.  And  if 
you  do  your  best  with  the  talent  God  has 
given  you  then  he’ll  look  out  for  you,”  he 
said. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
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Teenaged  girl  sentenced  to  life 
in  UMCom  staff  member  murder 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

MANCHESTER,  Tenn.— A  Marietta, 
Ga.,  teenager,  who  stood  by  while  her 
boyfriend  stabbed  United  Methodist 
Communications  staff  member  Brenda 
Blanton  Lane  to  death  New  Year’s  Day, 
was  sentenced  Sept.  6  to  life  in  prison. 

Joanne  Elizabeth  McNamara,  who 
turned  16  only  a  few  days  earlier,  plead¬ 
ed  guilty  to  felony  murder  in  Coffee 
County  Circuit  Court.  Felony  murder 
carries  an  automatic  life  sentence,  leav¬ 
ing  her  eligible  for  parole  in  about  30 
years. 

In  the  plea-bargain  agreement,  the 
Bedford  County  kidnapping  and  armed 
robbery  charges  against  her  were 
dropped,  saving  her  25  to  30  years’  pris¬ 
on  time.  Miss  McNamara,  who  has  an  18- 
month-old  daughter,  had  admitted  she 
stood  by  while  her  boyfriend,  Gregory 
Thompson,  23,  stabbed  the  28-year-old 
Ms.  Lane  four  times  with  a  rusty  butcher 
knife. 

The  pair  kidnapped  Mrs.  Lane  from  a 
Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  shopping  center  park¬ 
ing  lot  Jan.  1  and  drove  her  to  a  secluded 
area  in  Coffee  County  where  she  was 
killed  and  her  car  was  taken. 

Mrs.  Lane  was  a  staff  member  in  UM- 
Com’s  Public  Relations  office,  a  former 
newspaper  reporter  and  Bedford  Coun¬ 
ty’s  Young  Woman  of  the  Year  in  1982. 

Jurors  deliberated  only  15  minutes  be¬ 
fore  convicting  Mr.  Thompson  of  first- 
degree  murder  on  Aug.  17.  He  faces 


death  in  the  electric  chair  on  Jan.  1, 
1986. 

Miss  McNamara  was  transported  to  the 
state  Women’s  Prison  in  Nashville.  As 
she  left  the  courtroom  following  her 
guilty  plea,  Ms.  McNamara  told  Ms. 
Lane’s  relatives— seated  on  the  front 
row  of  the  courtroom— that  she  was 
“awful  sorry.” 

Mrs.  Lane’s  father,  Sam  Blanton, 
thanked  her,  and  his  wife  took  Miss  Mc¬ 
Namara's  hand  as  the  teen-ager  walked 
toward  the  door. 


A  colloquy  on  spiritual 
growth  &  social  responsibility 

JAMES  ARMSTRONG 

and 

M.  SCOTT  PECK 

Colloquists 

THEOLOGY  AND 
LIBERATION 

November  4  -  7,  1985 
Lake  Junaluska  Assembly 

For  further  information  write  The 
Lake  Junaluska  Intentional  Crowth 
Center,  PO  Box  546,  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska,  N.  C. 28745 
Call:  1-800-222-4936 


Now  you  can  learn  how  to  better  experience 
God’s  presence  through  prayer! 


New  Sunday  school  studies  now 
available:  Teach  Us  to  Pray  for 
children;  Practicing  Prayer  and  Praise 
for  youth;  and  Teach  Me  to  Pray  for 
adults. 

For  more  information,  or  to  place 
your  order: 

— Visit  or  phone  your  Cokesbury 
store 

— Call  or  write  your  Cokesbury 
Service  Center,  201  Eighth  Ave., 
So.,  Nashville,  TN  37202;  phone 
615-749-6113 

-Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789 
(8-4,  M-F) 
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Cokesbury 
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‘Here’s  To  Eddie’ 


Eddie  met  us  at  the  door.  He  un¬ 
loaded  our  trunk  and  escorted  us  to 
our  room.  He  got  ice  for  us  and  set 
the  thermostat  to  Billye’s  pleasure. 
He  welcomed  us  to  the  hotel  and  told 
us  about  all  the  marvelous  facilities 
available.  He  showed  us  how  to  use 
the  phone  to  call  for  whatever  we 
wished.  He  insisted  that  he  would  be 
available  at  all  times  to  make  our 
stay  comfortable  and  enjoyable. 

The  next  three  days  I  had  opportu¬ 
nity  to  observe  Eddie.  Whatever 
needed  doing  he  did  it.  He  dusted  the 
furniture,  helped  in  the  restaurant, 
assisted  people  to  their  cars,  held  the 
door  open  for  all  and  was  always  ver¬ 
balizing  a  cheery  greeting  and  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  put  the  customer  first. 

I  found  out  that  Eddie  had  started 
as  a  minor  employee  in  the  dining 
room  and  had  worked  up  to  his  pre¬ 
sent  job  of  Bell  Captain.  He  was  obvi¬ 
ously  the  most  efficient  and  well  liked 
employee  of  the  hotel  and,  when  we 
left,  I  told  him  thanks  with  a  generous 
gratuity  and  offered  the  prophesy  that 
in  ten  years  he  would  own  the  hotel. 

What  did  Eddie  have  that  im¬ 
pressed  me  so?  He  loved  his  job.  That 
was  obvious.  He  loved  people  sincere¬ 
ly.  That  was  apparent.  He  was  willing 


to  do  whatever  task  was  at  hand,  re¬ 
gardless  of  whether  it  fit  his  “job  de¬ 
scription.”  He  didn’t  watch  the  clock. 
I  noted  that  he  stayed  overtime  when 
there  was  something  to  be  done.  He 
also  had  the  "graces”  of  life.  He  had 
"class,"  courtesy,  gentleness.  There 
was  no  arrogance  or  self-righteous¬ 
ness,  no  “hidden  agenda,”  no  inner  in¬ 
security,  no  suspicion  that  he  would 
be  mistreated. 

Next  time  I  go  to  Alexandria  I  will 
stay  at  the  same  place,  primarily  be¬ 
cause  of  Eddie  and  I  will  visit  with 
the  manager  personally  to  express  my 
appreciation  for  this  remarkable 
young  man. 

We  clergy  and  laity  would  be  well 
served  if  we  possessed  the  qualities  of 
Eddie.  I  doubt  if  he  is  more  than  25 
years  of  age  but  he  possesses  a  matu¬ 
rity  and  a  security  and  a  motivation 
that  all  of  us  should  have. 

Here’s  to  Eddie,  who  put  the  cus¬ 
tomer  first  and  himself  last  and  who 
should  have  been  included  in  the  book 
"A  Passion  For  Excellence.” 

Thanks,  Eddie,  and  may  your  tribe 
increase. 


Celebrate  World  Communion 
Sunday,  October  6 


This  year’s  theme  for  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday  is  "Sharing  The  Loaf.” 
When  we  join  millions  of  other  Chris¬ 
tians  around  the  world  in  celebrating 
World  Communion  Sunday  on  Oct.  6,  we 
experience  what  it  means  to  belong  to  a 
worldwide  fellowship  of  believers. 

We  not  only  share  the  cup  and  loaf  at 
Christ’s  table;  we  also  share  Christ’s 
mission  and  ministry  with  other  Chris¬ 
tians  in  our  local  church,  our  community 
and  the  world. 

The  World  Communion  Sunday  offer¬ 
ing,  for  example,  supports  three  educa¬ 
tional  ministries  of  our  church  — 
Crusade  Scholarships  for  graduate  stu¬ 
dents,  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  for 
undergraduates  and  Ethnic  Minority  In- 
Service  Training. 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  Program,  in 
continuous  operation  since  1940,  supports 
graduate  training  for  persons  from  over¬ 
seas  and  for  ethnic  minority  persons 
from  the  United  States.  The  program  re¬ 
ceives  50  percent  of  the  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday  offering  and  is  administered 
*  by  the  Crusade  Scholarship  Committee. 


‘Persons  Churches  and  Events’ 


A  new  young  adult  group  will  meet 
at  St.  Luke's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  The 
group  will  consist  of  high  school  grad¬ 
uates,  college  students  and  young  pro¬ 
fessionals  —  ages  18-33.  Their  Sunday 
School  class  will  meet  at  9:15  a.m. 
each  Sunday.  Rev.  Deborah  Drash  is 
pastor. 

*  •  * 

Carrollton  UMC,  New  Orleans,  cel¬ 
ebrated  its  100th  year  on  August  25th 
with  a  gala  evening  which  was  at¬ 
tended  by  former  members  and  pas¬ 
tors.  Two  members  holding  the 
longest  membership  dating  back  to 
1905  and  1910  were  in  attendance. 
They  were  Miss  Emma  and  Helena 
Kuntz,  sisters.  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade 
is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

St.  Timothy  UMC,  Mandeville,  cele¬ 
brated  its  10th  birthday  on  September 
22nd.  The  special  speaker  was  Rev. 
Don  McDowell,  the  founding  pastor  of 
St.  Timothy.  The  present  pastor  is 
Rev.  M.  Eugene  Finnell. 

•  •  * 

The  Magnum  Memorial  UMC, 
Shreveport,  held  revival  on  Septem¬ 
ber  15th-18th.  Dr.  Ed  Robb,  Evange¬ 
list  of  the  Texas  Conference,  led  the 
services.  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur, 
began  a  new  Bible  Study  program  on 
September  8th.  The  sessions  will  meet 


3  days  a  week.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  prepared  a  special  dinner 
for  the  adult  church  school  classes  to 
get  acquainted.  The  dinner  was  held 
on  September  15th.  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 
is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Lake  view  UMC,  Shreveport,  has 
continued  its  Bible  Studies  each 
Wednesday  at  9:30  a.m.  for  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  and  6:30  p.m.  for  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs  is 
pastor. 

*  •  * 

Springhill  UMC  will  celebrate  its 
Homecoming  on  September  29th. 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Mayo  will  be  among 
the  former  pastors  attending.  Rev. 
Charles  B.  Humphreys  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  UMW  of  both  the  Istrouma  and 
Winbourne  UMC’s  have  jointly  spon¬ 
sored  a  Bible  Study  on  1st  and  3rd 
Tuesdays  of  each  month.  The  first 
study  was  held  on  September  17th. 
Rev.  Carol  Winn  is  the  teacher. 

•  •  • 

The  Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
has  started  a  Drama  group.  Classes 
meet  every  Sunday.  Five  sessions  will 
be  held  this  fall.  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 
is  pastor. 


District  Revitalization  Meetings  Scheduled 


Rev.  Ted  McEachern,  Director  of  the 
Association  of  Christian  Training  and 
Services,  will  be  meeting  with  each  Dis¬ 
trict  Committee  on  Local  Church  Revi¬ 
talization  during  the  month  of  October. 
Rev.  McEachern  will  be  helping  the  dis¬ 
trict  committees  prepare  to  aid  local 
churches  in  revitalizing  their  ministry 
and  mission. 

Each  committee  has  been  going 
through  the  preliminary  stages  of  data 
gathering  that  is  essential  to  understand¬ 
ing  the  conditions  within  which  revital¬ 
ization  can  take  place.  Rev.  McEachern 
will  instruct  committee  members  and 


other  key  persons  on  the  interpretation 
of  this  data  and  the  formulation  of  strat¬ 
egies  for  revitalization. 

An  optional  format  for  these  meetings 
is  being  offered  to  each  committee.  The 
original  plan  called  for  Rev.  McEachern 
to  visit  targeted  areas  that  were  of  spe¬ 
cial  concern  to  the  districts  on  the  day  of 
their  scheduled  meetings,  and  to  have 
the  training  session  in  the  evening.  The 
optional  plan  calls  for  an  all  day  meet¬ 
ing  requiring  about  six  hours  of  actual 
training  time.  This  option  would  not  al¬ 
low  time  for  Rev.  McEachern  to  visit  the 


targeted  areas,  but  the  information  gath¬ 
ered  on  these  areas  would  be  used  in  the 
training  process. 

All  local  churches  and  pastors  are 
urged  to  cooperate  with  their  District 
Committee  on  Local  Church  Revitaliza¬ 
tion  in  gathering  data  and  examining 
their  individual  situations.  Our  goal  is  to 
help  each  church  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  be  a  strong  and  vital  witness  for 
Christ.  This  can  only  happen  when  every 
church  and  pastor  are  committed  to  the 
task  of  revitalization. 


The  meeting  dates  are  as  follows: 
October 

15  Shreveport 

16  Ruston 

17  Monroe 

18  Alexandria 

21  New  Orleans/Houma 

22  New  Orleans/Slidell 

23  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 

24  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

25  Lake  Charles 

More  information  regarding  these 
meetings  can  be  obtained  from  Rev.  Ed 
Boyd,  First  Church,  Shreveport,  or  from 
the  District  Superintendent. 
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United  Methodists 

The  World  Is 
Our  Parish 


AN  INTERPRETATION  OF 
CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP  FOR 
THE  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
This  is  the  fourth  and  last  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  informational  material  con¬ 
cerning  the  financial  program  of 
United  Methodism. 


Your  last  year’s  World  Communion 
Sunday  offering  made  it  possible  for  al¬ 
most  900  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  to 
be  given  to  United  Methodist  undergrad¬ 
uates. 

Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  —  which 
receive  35%  of  the  World  Communion 
Sunday  Offering  —  are  administered  by 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

In-Service  Training 

Persons  who  are  already  serving  or 
preparing  to  serve  their  church  find  that 
Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training 
grants  help  them  to  gain  experience  in  a 
church-related  occupation  or  supervised 
ministry. 

The  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Train¬ 
ing  Program  also  funds  internships  for 
ethnic  minority  seminary  students  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  ordained  ministry  and  for 
institutional  chaplaincy. 

The  program  receives  15%  of  the 
World  Communion  Sunday  offering  and 
is  administered  by  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 


Special  Giving  Through 
Special  Days 

The  General  Church  and  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  have  set  aside  certain 
days  when  United  Methodists  are 
asked  to  give  particular  attention  to 
the  needs  of  persons  and  groups  in 
and  around  the  world.  We  are  called 
to  make  a  special  offering  for  these 
needs  in  the  local  church.  The  Admin¬ 
istrative  Board  or  Council,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  and  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  should 
be  involved  in  the  planning  and  the  in¬ 
terpretation  for  promotion  of  these 
special  days  with  a  special  offering. 

1.  GENERAL  CHURCH 

OFFERINGS 

a.  Human  Relations  Day 

An  annual  observance  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  Epiphany  for  which  a  spe¬ 
cial  offering  received  is  dedicated  for 
projects  of  a  reconciling  nature.  For 
1985-88  the  offering  will  be  divided  as 
follows:  United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Service  (thirty-five  percent  of  re¬ 
ceipts),  Community  Developers  (sixty 
percent),  and  Policy-Community  Re¬ 
lations  (five  percent). 

b.  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

The  One  Great 

Hour  of  Sharing 
offering  in  Lent  * 
goes  entirely  to  j 
the  United  Meth-|_ 
odist  Committee  u;.  _ 

on  Relief.  It  pro-  MlSSIOnS 
vides  a  major  source  of  funds  for 
programs  of  emergency  relief,  re¬ 
habilitation,  refugee  resettlement, 
and  renewal  of  life  as  UMCOR  re¬ 
sponds  to  human  need  on  behalf  of  the 
Church. 

c.  World  Order  Sunday 

World  Order  Sunday  is  observed 
during  the  liturgical  season  of  Pente¬ 
cost.  An  offering  is  received,  and  the 
receipts  are  to  be  used  for  Peace  with 
Justice  projects:  one-half  for  such 
ministries  in  the  annual  conference, 
and  one-half  for  Peace  with  Justice 
Ministries  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

d.  World  Communion  Offering 

One-half  of  the 

World  Commu¬ 
nion  Offering  fi¬ 
nances  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Board  of  Global  / 

Ministries,  en¬ 
abling  young 
adults  from  this 
country  and  aboard 
to  pursue  postgraduate  studies.  Thir¬ 
ty-five  percent  is  allocated  to  an 
Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship  Program 


New  Appointments  Announced 


jnd  fifteen  jpercent  to  an  Ethnic  Mi¬ 
nority  In-Service  Training  Program, 
both  administered  by  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

e.  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

Students  who  might  otherwise  fail 
to  get  a  college  education  are  helped 
by  scholarship  grants  or  loans  from 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  In  a  re¬ 
cent  year,  the  fund  benefitted  nearly 
600  students. 

2.  CONFERENCE  SPECIAL  DAYS 

AND  OFFERINGS 

a.  Good  Samaritan  Offerings 

This  offering  is  taken  in  all 
churches  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  It  goes  to  support 
the  work  of  Lafon  Home,  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Method¬ 
ist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Community  Center  and  Retired 
Ministers’  Homes. 

b.  Christian  Education  Day  Offering 

This  is  an  offering  usually  taken  in 

the  month  of  September,  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  program  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  within  the  bounds  of  the  Louis¬ 
iana  Conference.  These  funds  make 
possible  many  of  the  special  educa¬ 
tional  and  training  events  of  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

c.  Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Foundation 

The  purpose  of  this  organization  is 
to  receive  gifts,  legacies  and  be¬ 
quests,  and  to  administer  the  same 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  agencies,  institutions,  local 
churches  and  causes  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Louisiana.  It 
also  is  to  carry  on  an  effective  pro¬ 
gram  of  encouraging  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple  in  Louisiana  to  be  good  stewards 
of  their  present  and  future  resources. 

Youth  Service  Fund 

This  voluntary  giving  program 
challenges  youth  to  assume  financial 
responsibility  for  the  programs  of 
United  Methodist  National  Youth  Min¬ 
istry  Organization,  as  well  as  for 
Annual  Conference  youth  programs. 
Thirty  percent  of  the  income  is  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  and  seventy 
percent  is  administered  by  Confer¬ 
ence  Councils  on  Youth  Ministries 
within  the  Annual  Conference. 

Emergency  Appeals 

Occasions  do  arise  which  call  for 
an  emergency  appeal  from  United 
Methodists.  In  such  instances,  the 
church  must  respond  very  quickly  to 
an  emergency  wherever  it  might  be. 
Church-wide  and  Conference  emer¬ 
gency  appeals  are  made  upon  autho¬ 
rization  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration,  or  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  appointments: 

Alexandria  District 

Newman-St.Mark's  —  Reverend  Wil¬ 
bur  G.  Davis,  Sr.,  effective  October  1, 
1985. 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 
Center-Darlington  —  T.B.S. 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 

Plaquemine  —  Reverend  John  R. 
Scott-Welch,  effective  October  1. 

Southern  University  Campus  Ministry 
-  T.B.S. 

Lake  Charles  District 
Kinder-Oberlin-Bazile  —  T.B.S. 
Raymond-Elton  —  Reverend  Paul  Single¬ 
tary  (LP),  effective  October  1. 

Lake  Charles:  University  Associate  — 
Reverend  Eskel  Tatum  (R),  effective  Oc¬ 
tober  1. 

Monroe  District 

Delhi  —  Reverend  Douglas  Milliron 
(LP),  effective  October  1. 

Epps-Pioneer-Floyd  —  Reverend  John 
Raines  (LP),  effective  September  1. 

New  Orleans-Houma  District 
Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel  — 
Reverend  Sam  Reaves  (OD)i  effective 
October  1. 


Kenner,  First  —  Reverend  Doug  de- 
Graffenreid,  effective  October  1. 

Mt.  Zion  —  Reverend  Leslie  P.  Norris, 
effective  August  1. 

Parker  Memorial  —  place  with  Napo¬ 
leon  Avenue  to  form  the  Napoleon  Ave- 
nue-Parker  Memorial  Charge,  Reverend 
Melvin  Turnage,  effective  September  1. 

Patterson-Bayou-Vista  —  Reverend 
Johnny  Higginbotham,  effective  Septem¬ 
ber  1. 

New  Orleans-Slidell  District 

Reverend  Alonzo  Campbell  —  Bethany, 
effective  September  1. 

Shreveport  District 

Mooringsport  —  Reverend  George 
Cunningham,  effective  October  1. 
Changes  In  Conference  Relationships 

Frank  Chlastak  (LP)  —  discontinued, 
effective  September  30. 

Gary  Cook  (LP)  —  moved  to  Vermont, 
effective  August  14. 

Daniel  Grove  —  leave  of  absence,  ef¬ 
fective  September  1. 

Dwight  Huff  (LP)  —  discontinued,  ef¬ 
fective  August  11. 

John  Locascio  (LP)  —  appointed  to  at¬ 
tend  school  (Candler  School  of  Theology). 

L.  Deen  Thompson  —  surrendered  cre¬ 
dentials,  effective  August  21 


EMLC  Informer 

"Some  Inaccurate  Assumptions  About  The  Missional  Priority"  Part  II 


In  its  newsletter  of  July,  The  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  published  an  arti¬ 
cle  entitled  “Some  Inaccurate  Assump¬ 
tions  About  the  Missional  Priority.” 

Because  of  its  wealth  of  information, 
the  EMLC  Informer  will  share  this  arti¬ 
cle  with  you  in  two  parts.  The  following 
is  Part  II.  (Part  I  was  published  in  the 
August  16  issue.) 

—  that  ethnic  local  churches  can  only 
seek  financial  aid  through  the  Missional 
Priority  Funds. 

There  are  other  sources  of  funds  that 
are  available  throughout  our  connection- 
al  system.  In  the  Operational  Manual  for 
the  Missional  Priority,  under  annual  con¬ 
ference  guidelines  for  funding  is  this 
statement  number  9.  Missional  Priority 
Funds  are  available  in  addition  to,  not  in 
lieu  of,  existing  funds.  All  conferences 
are  available  to  the  entire  conference 


constituency.  There  are  other  existing 
funds  on  the  general  agency  level  also. 

—  that  local  churches  cannot  apply  to 
a  general  agency. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  ac¬ 
cepts  applications  from  a  local  church, 
but,  that  local  church  application  has 
gone  through  the  system  for  endorse¬ 
ments  from  the  District  Superintendent, 
the  CCOM  Director  and  the  Conference 
Missional  Priority  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee. 

—  that  there  is  one  criteria  when  ap¬ 
plying  for  Missional  Priority  Funds. 

Each  agency  whether  it  be  an  annual 
conference  or  a  general  agency  has  its 
own  criteria  for  disbursing  its  portion  of 
the  Missional  Priority  Funds.  Due  dates 
for  the  application  proposals  are  differ¬ 
ent  according  to  the  agency.  (Provided 
by  Rev.  Roger  La  than,  CCOM  Staff.) 


Asbury  UMC  Opens  Harbor  House 


Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  “Harbor  House”  singles  ministry. 


After  months  of  painting  and  remodel¬ 
ing,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette  held  its 
open  house  for  the  “Harbor  House’’  re¬ 
cently  (Aug.  25, 1985). 

The  multi-purpose  facility,  located  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  church,  will  provide  much- 
needed  space  to  accompany  the  church's 


ftrtfftif  *b! 


An  Important 
Announcement 

The  Outdoor  Ministries  Committee 
reports  that  negotiations  for  a  con¬ 
ference  site  for  a  retreat  center  have 
not  yet  reached  a  place  to  warrant  a 
called  session  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

As  soon  as  a  concrete  recommen¬ 
dation  is  reached,  the  Conference 
will  be  informed. 

Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed, 
Committee  Chairperson 


rapidly  growing  ministry  for  single 
adults.  The  facility  will  also  be  utilized 
by  the  church  youth  btble  study  group 
and  the  “Mother’s  Day  Out”  program. 

In  addition,  the  “Harbor  House”  will 
be  used  for  the  increasingly  popular 
state-wide  'Singles  Conference.”  which 
the  church  has  sponsored  in  the  fall  for 
the  last  three  years  in  a  row.  The  confer¬ 
ence  will  be  held  at  Asbury  on  Octo¬ 
ber  25th-27th. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70802 
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How  should  we  view  differences? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


SEPTEMBER  27,  1985 


Is  it  a  blessing  or  a  curse  to  learn  that 
our  denomination  is  perhaps  best  defined 
not  as  one  church  but  as  seven  separate, 
geographically  defined  churches? 

A  study  containing  this  conclusion— 
“The  Seven  Churches  of  Methodism"— 
suggests  striking  differences  in  belief, 
outlook  and  practice  between  United 
Methodists  in  different  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try  (see  UMR,  Sept.  20). 

This  revelation  may  be  disconcerting 
to  those  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
who  still  bask  in  the  reunion  of  Method¬ 
ism’s  northern  and  southern  branches  in 
1939  and  the  addition  of  “United”  to  their 
denominational  name  with  the  Methodist- 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  union  of 
1968.  It  may  also  provide  a  needed  dose 
of  truth  about  what  that  and  other  main¬ 
line  denominations  have  become. 

The  study  does  more  to  confirm  than 
to  challenge  the  typical  view  that  our  re¬ 
gional  differences  are  more  a  curse  than 
a  blessing.  Those  differences  surface  in  a 
wide  range  of  issues  with  predictably  di¬ 
visive  effects. 

But  suppose  United  Methodist  Christians 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States  were 
to  begin  using  such  differences  as  a  basis 
for  understanding  and  cooperation  rather 
than  for  conflict  and  division? 

That’s  been  our  approach  during  re¬ 
cent  years  with  racial  and  sexual  differ¬ 
ences.  We’ve  based  that  approach  on 
intentional  efforts  to  change  attitudes 
and  actions  on  the  solid  biblical  perspec¬ 
tive  that  we  are  all  valued  parts  of  the 
one  Body  of  Christ. 

Why  not  develop  a  similar  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  what  we  can  learn  from  parts  of 
Christ’s  Body  in  geographical  areas  out¬ 
side  our  own  rather  than  looking  at  peo¬ 


ple  and  ideas  from  other  regions  in 
negative  stereotypes? 

Why,  for  example,  shouldn't  congrega¬ 
tions  in  areas  where  the  church  is  declin¬ 
ing  in  membership  look  for  leadership 
and  assistance  from  those  areas  where 
the  church  is  experiencing  growth? 

Similarly,  why  shouldn’t  congrega¬ 
tions  having  difficulty  reaching  out  to 
people  from  different  racial  and  ethnic 
groups  learn  from  those  in  other  regions 
that  have  succeeded  in  translating  inclu¬ 
siveness  from  a  dream  into  a  reality? 

The  predictable  result  of  such  learning 
and  cooperation  across  regional  lines 
would  be  a  more  effective  witness  by  the 
whole  church  and  by  individual  Chris¬ 
tians  to  God’s  will  for  human  life.  That 
witness  is  diminished  or  negated  when¬ 
ever  a  false  sense  of  “regional  pride”  or 
negative  stereotypes  prevent  construc¬ 
tive  “cross  fertilization”  from  occurring. 

We  as  Christians  should  acknowledge 
that  differences— including  those  that 
are  racial,  sexual  and  material  as  well 
as  regional— are  inherent  in  the  Body  of 
Christ.  We  should  be  realistic  about  their 
potential  for  dividing  the  Body  and  hin¬ 
dering  our  witness  to  the  Gospel. 

To  that  end,  we  should  welcome  the 
“seven  church”  study  as  a  needed  aid  to 
self-understanding  and  to  surfacing  is¬ 
sues  that  decrease  our  effectiveness  as 
Christ’s  followers. 

We  also  should  recognize  that  our  dif¬ 
ferences  in  makeup  and  outlook,  region¬ 
al  or  otherwise,  should  be  shared  and 
appreciated  as  fully  as  possible  for  what 
they  are:  evidences  of  the  richly  diverse 
ways  in  which  God  discloses  Himself  to 
the  world. 


_  Africa  Journal 

UMC  in  Liberia  reflects  mission  dilemmas 


World  events  &  Christian  reflection 


Where  in  the  church  does  reflection  on 
world  events  occur  in  light  of  Christian 
beliefs  and  ethical  principles? 

We  were  left  with  that  question  after 
reading  about  recent  discussions  of 
South  Africa  by  a  high-level  panel  of 
church  leaders  (see  UMR,  Sept.  20). 

The  Joint  Panel  on  International  Af¬ 
fairs  consists  of  staff  executives  and  di¬ 
rectors  of  United  Methodism's  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  These 
leaders  meet  semiannually  to  study  and 
propose  church  action  regarding  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  international  issues. 

It  was  disconcerting  to  detect  little  in¬ 
kling  in  the  discussions  of  why  Chris¬ 
tians,  as  such,  should  even  care  about  the 
issues  that  were  raised. 

The  absence  of  any  distinctively  Chris¬ 
tian  perspective  was  reflected  in  numer¬ 
ous  statements  and  the  assumptions 
appearing  to  underlie  them. 

One  top  denominational  leader  was 
quoted,  for  example,  as  saying:  “I  think 
the  church  already  is  out  of  the  action  in 
South  Africa.  The  church  is  sticking  with 
non-violence,  but  the  people  are  armed. 
The  action  now  is  in  the  labor  movement." 

The  same  leader  wondered  aloud: 
What  will  happen  to  the  church’s  talk  of 
non-violence  “when  the  blacks  really 
turn  it  on  and  the  violence  hits  whites?” 

Missing  from  the  group’s  discussion 
was  any  hint  of  our  church’s  consistent 
belief  that  Christians  should  deplore  vio¬ 
lence  as  a  means  of  resolving  differ¬ 
ences.  Similarly  lacking  was  any 
expression  of  concern  about  how  U.S. 
Christians  might  support  and  encourage 
those  Christians  in  South  Africa  who  are 
daily  risking  their  lives  in  non-violent 
opposition  to  apartheid. 

Those  people  include  such  international¬ 
ly  known  church  leaders  as  Bishop  Des¬ 
mond  Tutu.  They  also  include  Methodist 
District  Superintendent  Abel  Hendrix,  who 
remains  locked  in  a  South  African  jail  fol¬ 
lowing  his  arrest  at  the  site  of  a  recent 
anti-apartheid  demonstration. 

Yet,  virtually  the  only  reference  to  the 
church  in  South  Africa  during  the  meeting 
was  a  statement  questioning  its  integrity. 

The  international  affairs  panel  is  not 
the  only  forum  in  the  church  where  self¬ 
consciously  Christian  thinking  appears 


to  be  lacking.  In  numerous  other  settings 
church  leaders  seem  unable,  unwilling  or 
even  embarrassed  to  bring  Christian 
teachings  overtly  to  bear  on  "real 
world”  issues— as  though  doing  so  would 
mark  us  as  naive  idealists. 

Some  may  contend  that  it  is  not  the 
purpose  of  the  Joint  Panel  on  Interna¬ 
tional  Affairs  to  engage  in  theological 
reflection.  But  if  this  group  doesn’t  re¬ 
flect  theologically  about  the  issues  under 
discussion,  who  will? 

Why  would  such  reflections  not  be  a 
natural  part  of  any  gathering  of  church 
leaders?  How  can  we  expect  Christian 
laypeople  to  take  the  church’s  official 
statements  seriously  if  they  are  not 
clearly  formulated  and  articulated  on 
the  basis  of  biblical  principles  and  past 
church  statements. 

We  believe  much  of  the  distrust  of 
church  leaders  by  grass-roots  members 
would  be  reduced  if  our  leaders  would 
consistently  offer  well-reasoned  Christian 
grounds  for  their  actions  and  proposals. 
Such  leaders  command  the  respect  of  even 
those  who  disagree  with  their  views. 

Since  the  opportunity  to  exercise  such 
leadership  was  passed  up  during  the 
Joint  Panel  on  International  Affairs 
meeting,  we  hope  our  leaders  will  seize 
the  similar  opportunity  to  do  so  at  the 
upcoming  Global  Ministries  and  Church 
and  Society  fall  board  meetings. 

Numerous  international  situations— 
South  Africa  prominently  among  them— 
cry  out  for  careful  reflection  and  con¬ 
certed  action  among  those  of  us  who  find 
our  identity  as  followers  of  Christ. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  15th  in  a 
series  of  reflective  articles  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  regard¬ 
ing  experiences  during  his  recently  com¬ 
pleted  six-month  sabbatical  leave  with 
his  family  in  Africa. 

MONROVIA,  Liberia  — It  is  nearly 
4,000  miles  from  Nairobi,  Kenya,  in  East 
Africa  to  this  city  on  Africa’s  west  coast. 
But  that  is  the  least  of  differences  be¬ 
tween  life  in  Liberia  and  Kenya. 

East  Africa  is  high  and  cool  with  mod¬ 
erate  rainfall.  Most  of  the  land  is  culti¬ 
vated,  and  most  of 
the  people  are  poor 
but  hard-working. 

The  country  is  gov¬ 
erned  by  civilians. 

The  economy  is  rela¬ 
tively  stable. 

Most  Kenyans  are 
Christians,  and  the  „  ^ 

culture  is  strongly  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
influenced  by  Christian  values.  Corrup¬ 
tion  is  dealt  with  harshly. 

Liberia,  by  contrast,  is  sea-level,  low 
and  hot.  Average  annual  rainfall  is  250 
inches.  Most  of  the  land  is  uncultivated 
jungle  even  though  large  numbers  of 
people  are  poor  and  idle.  A  corrupt  civil¬ 
ian  government  was  forcibly  displaced 
in  1980  by  a  military  government  that 
has  proved  to  be  equally  corrupt  and 
also  inept. 

The  economy  is  in  shambles.  Vast 
numbers  of  people  survive  on  the  bribes 
they  receive  to  perform  services  that 
should  be  covered  by  their  salaries. 
Since  the  salaries  of  public  workers  are 
seldom  paid,  it  is  disconcerting  but  un¬ 
derstandable  why  corruption  has  be 
come  a  deeply  ingrained  part  of 
Liberia’s  way  of  life. 

Christian  witness  difficult 

How  does  the  church  function  in  such  a 
situation?  “It  is  very  difficult,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  United  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur 
Kulah,  "but  we  are  not  without  hope.” 

Most  Liberians  still  cling  to  tradition¬ 
al  tribal  religious  beliefs  more  than  a 
century  after  missionaries  and  former 


American  slaves  began  arriving  in  this 
country  with  the  Christian  faith.  Today, 
United  Methodism  has  the  largest  mem¬ 
bership  of  any  church  in  Liberia,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Bishop  Kulah,  and  influence 
greater  than  its  numbers. 

That  standing  has  emboldened  the 
bishop  to  deplore  government  corruption 
and  to  question  government  policies 
from  the  pulpit  on  several  occasions.  De¬ 
spite  some  veiled  threats,  Bishop  Kulah 
says  the  church’s  strength  is  sufficient  to 
discourage  government  persecution  of 
church  leaders.  The  result  is  a  relation¬ 
ship  of  “benign  neglect”  between  church 
and  government  leaders.  The  bishop  ad¬ 
mits,  however,  that  it  is  difficult  to  teach 
virtues  like  honesty  and  unselfishness  in 
a  social  setting  that  routinely  rewards 
dishonesty  and  self-seeking. 

Petrodollars  pose  stiff  challenge 

The  Liberian  church  simultaneously 
faces  several  other  problems,  Bishop 
Kulah  said.  The  church’s  missionary 
founders  laid  a  solid  foundation  for  the 
spread  of  Christianity  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  they  did  not  develop  sufficient  fi¬ 
nancial  undergirding  to  sustain  those 
ministries  in  later  times  of  lessening 
mission  support.  That  missional  burden 
includes  sponsorship  of  a  sizeable  per¬ 
centage  of  the  country’s  schools,  several 
clinics,  a  hospital  and  a  leprosy  rehabili¬ 
tation  center. 

As  United  Methodism  in  Liberia  faces 
an  uphill  struggle  financially,  Bishop 
Kulah  said  Islam-promoting  petrodol¬ 
lars  are  pouring  into  the  country  and  be¬ 
ing  used  to  build  hospitals  and  schools. 
“The  things  we  once  did  to  attract  people 
to  Christianity  are  what  the  Moslems  are 
doing  here  today,”  Bishop  Kulah  said. 
“Many  of  the  best  schools  in  Monrovia 
are  now  Moslem. 

“In  the  future,  the  large  percentage  of 
our  population  who  are  neither  Chris¬ 
tians  nor  Moslems  eventually  are  going 
to  go  one  way  or  another.  It  is  embar¬ 
rassing  for  us  to  be  the  oldest  and  largest 
Christian  denomination  in  Liberia  and 
not  to  be  able  to  keep  pace.  And  we  must 
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MONROVIA,  Liberia— United  Methodist  agricultural  missionary  Bill 
Whitfield  stands  beside  a  boat  made  by  workers  at  Decoursey  Agricultural 
Project  in  Liberia  from  a  large  tree  they  felled  when  clearing  away  thick 
jungle,  A  variety  of  crops  now  is  being  cultivated  at  Decoursey  under  Mr. 
Whitfield’s  leadership.  They  are  transported  across  a  river  in  the  boat  for 
use  at  another  United  Methodist  center.  The  same  task  previously  required  a 
50-mile  trek  by  pickup  because  of  the  absence  of  bridges  in  the  area. 


‘Moonies’  stand  proves  helpful 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  really  enjoyed  and  appreciated  your 
editorial  headlined  “Are  the  ‘Moonies’ 
Christians?"  (see  UMR,  Sept.  6). 

It  clarified  the  beliefs  of  the  Unifica¬ 
tion  Church,  and  I’m  sure  it  helped  many 
readers  to  realize  that  Christianity  and 
the  beliefs  of  the  Unification  Church  are 
in  no  way  similar 

At  the  same  time,  however,  it  helped 
us  to  realize  that  we  should  be  open  to 
receive  God's  truth  from  all  sources,  as 
you  stated, 

I  think  it  would  be  so  helpful  to  me 
and  probably  many  other  readers  if  you 
could  do  a  series  of  editorials  on  other 
religions.  It  may  help  us  all  to  get  more 
insight  on  different  beliefs  and  religious 
practices  that  occur  around  the  nation. 

Linda  G.  Crum 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
I  don’t  agree  U.S.  is  enemy 
To  the  Editor: 

Because  the  statement  of  James  Law- 
son,  made  before  the  Council  of  Bishops 
last  spring,  to  the  effect  that  the  United 
States  is  the  No.  1  enemy  of  world  peace 
continues  to  be  a  concern,  I  offer  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

I  was  present  when  he  made  the  state¬ 
ment. 

First,  I  do  not  personally  agree  with 
the  statement. 

Second,  I  turned  to  the  three  bishops 
sitting  closest  to  me  and  asked  their 
opinion.  None  of  the  three  accept  the 
statement  as  true. 

Subsequently.  I  have  talked  with  an 
additional  15  to  18  of  my  colleagues  to 
find  that  none  of  them  agree  with  that 
statement. 

I  have  made  no  survey.  Beyond  the 
above  facts  I  do  not  know  how  many  of 
the  bishops  would  agree  with  or  disagree 
with  Mr.  Lawson  at  that  point.  But  some 
conclusions  seem  firm: 

a.  Many  of  the  bishops  do  not  believe 
that  the  United  States  is  the  No.  1  enemy 
of  world  peace. 

b.  Something  that  is  said  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  bishops  does  not  imply  that  such 
is  the  position  of  the  bishops. 

c.  Bishops  should  and  do  try  to  hear 
and  consider  all  sides  of  issues.  The 
speakers  at  the  spring  meeting  of  the 
council  were  but  some  of  many  on  the 
matter  of  peace  making  that  will  be 
heard. 


It  would  have  been  more  helpful  if 
people  could  have  heard  Mr.  Lawson's 
statement  in  the  context  of  all  he  was 
saying. 

I  add  my  own  further  comment.  Many 
people  believe,  and  I  do,  that  America 
should  be  one  of  the  most  effective  of  all 
nations  on  behalf  of  world  peace  because 
of  the  influence  of  its  Hebrew-Christian 
traditions,  because  of  its  cherished 
struggle  for  freedom  and  because  of  its 
enormous  blessings. 

Even  though  I  affirm  many  great 
forces  for  peace  from  within  our  land,  I 
am  saddened  by  our  bent  toward  vio¬ 
lence,  by  many  of  our  dealings  with  oth¬ 
er  nations  and  by  the  role  we  carry  out 
in  the  escalation  of  the  armaments  race. 

Monk  Bryan 

Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 

Different  view  offered 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  Aug.  30  “Here  I  Stand"  col¬ 
umn  by  Dean  McIntyre.  My  impression 
of  the  church  musicians’  convocation— 
which  I  also  attended— is  quite  different 
from  his. 

It  is  easy  to  respond  to  Mr.  McIntyre 
in  defense  of  the  musicians’  fellowship 
on  each  point  he  made.  As  the  director- 
organist  of  a  small  United  Methodist 
Church  for  30  years,  I  have  found  the  fel¬ 
lowship  to  be  of  immense  help  in  fulfill¬ 
ing  my  sense  of  ministry. 

The  fellowship  is  designed  as  an  orga¬ 
nization  to  give  new  ideas  and  inspira¬ 
tion  to  all  who  are  involved  in  the 
planning  and  executing  of  the  weekly 
worship  service. 

Since  a  large  majority  of  the  member¬ 
ship  comes  from  small-to-medium  size 
churches,  I  feel  the  fellowship  is  serving 
the  grass-roots  membership  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

That  the  fellowship  has  grown  by 
some  2,000  members  since  1983  speaks  to 
me  of  the  need  of  churches  to  avail 
themselves  of  innovative  and  imagina¬ 
tive  avenues  of  expressions  of  worship 

I  have  introduced  many  new  ideas 
from  the  convocations  I  have  attended, 
and  my  congregation  has  rarely  reacted 
negatively.  Indeed,  the  church  members 
have  welcomed  new  expressions,  and  the 
ministers  who  have  served  the  church 
during  this  time  have  also  been  most 
supportive. 

I  believe  the  United  Methodist  Church 


will  become  a  monument  to  the  past  if 
the  worship  leaders  are  afraid  of  intro¬ 
ducing  innovative  ideas  for  today’s  gen¬ 
eration.  Sterling  Rainey 

San  Rafael,  California 

Classified  ad  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

The  following  classified  ad  has  ap¬ 
peared  regularly  in  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  for  several  months: 

"Gay  and  lesbian  United  Methodists, 
friends  and  families:  It’s  time  for  Affir¬ 
mation.  Write  P.O.  Box  1021,  Evanston, 
IL  60204.” 

A  short  time  ago  our  local  church’s  lay 
leader  spoke  of  his  objection  to  this  ad. 
Since  then  others  have  asked  me  about  it. 

You  indicate  that  paid  ads  are  screened 
before  acceptance  but  are  not  editorially 
endorsed.  We  know  that  the  Reporter 
maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of 
the  denomination’s  general  boards  or 
agencies.  You  seek  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  to  provide  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  United  Methodism. 

Is  the  Reporter’s  acceptance  of  the 
above  classified  ad  "consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism"  in  light 
of  sections  402.02  and  906.12  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline ?  Section  402.02  states  that 
"the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching”  and  that 
self-avowed,  practicing  homosexuals  ho¬ 
mosexuals  are  not  accepted  as  candi¬ 
dates,  ordained  as  ministers  or 
appointed  to  serve  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Section  906.12  states  that  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  shall  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  ensuring  that  “no  board, 
agency,  committee,  commission  or  council 
shall  give  United  Methodist  funds  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 

The  classified  ad  promotes  "Affirma¬ 
tion"  or  seeks  to  promote  the  "affirma¬ 
tion"  of  the  homosexual  lifestyle.  Is  that 
not  outside  the  parameters  of  United 
Methodism’s  pluralism  and  inconsistent 
with  our  pluralism?  I  believe  you  should 
not  run  this  paid  ad. 

Certainly  there  needs  to  be  a  ministry 
of  compassion  to  the  homosexual  com¬ 
munity  but  not  one  that  approves  or  pro¬ 
motes  the  lifestyle  of  the  homosexual. 

Theodore  R.  Ochs 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 


not  only  find  ways  to  maintain  ourselves 
but  to  grow.” 

How  to  ensure  church's  future 

A  blue-ribbon  committee  of  Liberian 
lay  leaders  was  created  a  couple  of 
years  ago  to  address  these  needs.  After 
weighing  alternatives,  committee  mem¬ 
bers  decided  to  pursue  construction  of  a 
12-  to  15-floor  office  building  in  down¬ 
town  Monrovia.  The  committee’s  chair¬ 
man,  Lamark  Cox,  said  the  new  building 
would  replace  the  church’s  present,  ag¬ 
ing  office  building  and  provide  a  base  to 
maintain  and  expand  the  church’s  minis¬ 
tries  into  the  21st  century. 

Mr.  Cox  said  the  building  would  pro¬ 
ject  a  positive  public  image  for  United 
Methodism.  The  floors  not  used  by  the 
church  would  be  leased,  thereby  provid¬ 
ing  income  to  help  pay  for  the  building 
and  also  underwrite  some  of  the  Liberi¬ 
an  church's  missional  efforts. 

A  request  for  $2  million  was  made  to 
the  UM  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  help  with  the  building’s  construc¬ 
tion.  That  led  to  a  team  of  people  being 
sent  from  the  United  States  early  this 
year  to  evaluate  the  project’s  feasibility. 
They  raised  serious  concerns  about  the 
building’s  projected  $12-million  cost  and 
the  precedent  that  would  be  set  by  the 
mission  board  providing  support  for  a 
commercial  real  estate  venture. 

Fears  were  expressed  about  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  secure  adequate  loans  from  Liberi¬ 
an  banks  to  finance  the  bulk  of  the 
project  because  of  the  country’s  political 
and  economic  instability.  Doubts  also 
were  voiced  about  the  willingness  of 
American  United  Methodists  to  provide 
support  for  such  a  project. 

Project  scaled  back 

As  a  result,  the  Liberian  church’s  spe¬ 
cial  committee  has  scaled  its  plans  back 
to  an  eight-story  building  with  a  $5.6- 
million  price  tag.  At  the  same  time, 
some  resentment  has  developed  toward 
the  mission  board. 

"When  the  church  here  was  under  the 
control  of  the  U.S.  church,  missionaries 
moved  into  the  country’s  interior  and 
raised  the  people’s  hopes  by  establishing 
religious,  educational  and  medical  insti¬ 
tutions,"  Bishop  Kulah  said.  “As  leader¬ 
ship  shifted  from  the  U.S.  to  the  church 
here,  we  were  left  with  these  commit¬ 
ments  but  not  the  resources  needed  to 
carry  them  out.  Now  that  we  have  devel¬ 
oped  our  own  plan  for  ensuring  the  fu¬ 
ture,  the  U.S.  church  seems  reluctant  to 
support  us.  The  impression  we  get  is  that 
American  Christians  think  we  don’t 
know  what  we’re  doing,  and  that  we 
aren’t  capable  of  managing  this  kind  of 
big  venture.” 

A  second  high  level  team  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  officials  visited  Liberia  in  May. 
Team  members  expressed  support  for 
the  Liberian  church’s  desire  to  become 
financially  self-sufficient  but  concern  as 
to  whether  the  building  project  would 
accomplish  that  aim. 

Several  questions  remain 

Several  questions  about  the  project’s 
feasibility  and  potential  for  support  re¬ 
main  a  source  of  tension  between  “par¬ 
ent”  and  “offspring”  churches: 

Can  American  United  Methodists  see 
support  for  an  investment  intended  to 
generate  income  as  “mission"? 

Can  Global  Ministries  afford  to  be¬ 
come  involved  in  so  costly  a  venture  in 
one  country  in  light  of  its  commitments 
in  so  many  other  countries? 

How  can  the  mission  board  deny  sup¬ 
port  for  such  a  project  without  appear¬ 
ing  to  contradict  its  commitment  to 
support  local  initiative  and  control  of 
former  mission  churches? 

If  this  project  cannot  be  supported, 
what  alternative  forms  of  help  can  the 
American  church  provide  the  Liberian 
church  to  carry  on  and  expand  the  minis¬ 
tries  started  there  by  American  mission¬ 
aries? 

Such  are  the  dilemmas  of  trying  to  be 
“in  mission”  in  an  era  when  former  mis¬ 
sion  stations  are  struggling  to  become 
mature,  self-sufficient  churches  in  their 
own  right  while  continuing  to  rely  heavi¬ 
ly  on  financial  support  from  abroad. 

If  the  scaled  down  building  proposal  is 
received  by  Global  Ministries  before  the 
board’s  fall  meeting,  it  will  be  on  the 
agenda  for  further  discussion  and,  it  can 
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MONROVIA,  Liberia—  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  of  Liberia  de¬ 
scribes  the  challenge  of  being  a  Christian 
leader  in  a  country  with  serious  econom¬ 
ic  problems  and  rampant  corruption:  “It 
is  very  difficult,  but  we  are  not  without 
hope.” 

be  hoped,  some  sort  of  constructive  reso¬ 
lution. 

*  *  * 

A  tight  schedule  prevented  us  from 
seeing  much  of  the  church’s  work  outside 
Monrovia.  We  found  an  oasis  of  conge¬ 
niality  amid  the  Liberian  capital’s  de¬ 
pressing  filth  and  corruption  at  the 
United  Methodist  Guest  House.  It  is  a 
modest  but  clean  facility  on  the  shores  of 
the  Atlantic  ocean.  It  may  be  the  best 
hotel  in  town. 

The  Guest  House  is  managed  by  Jim¬ 
mie  Whitfield,  whose  husband.  Bill,  is  an 
agricultural  specialist.  The  Whitfields 
are  two  of  nine  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Liberia  from  the  United 
States.  They  served  previous  terms  in 
Tanzania  and  Nigeria.  In  each  case  Bill’s 
task  was  to  teach  modern  agricultural 
methods  so  that  local  people  could  pro¬ 
duce  enough  food  to  satisfy  their  own 
needs  and  gain  income  from  selling  the 
surplus. 

That  is  a  particular  need— and  chal¬ 
lenge— in  Liberia,  where  farming  tradi¬ 
tionally  has  been  looked  upon  as  a  lowly, 
undesirable  profession.  In  previous 
years,  large  rubber  plantations  and  iron- 
ore  mines  provided  ample  income  to 
purchase  food  imports  from  abroad.  The 
slump  in  the  American  auto  industry  has 
reduced  the  demand  for  both  rubber  and 
steel,  however,  and  created  an  urgent 
demand  for  Liberians  to  produce  more 
of  their  own  food. 

Impressive  agricultural  project 

Mr.  Whitfield  took  us  through  an  in¬ 
credibly  heavy  tropical  rainstorm  to  De¬ 
coursey— one  of  five  agricultural 
projects  the  church  currently  is  sponsor¬ 
ing.  Workers  there  have  cleared  several 
acres  of  jungle  and  turned  it  into  a  gar¬ 
den  where  a  variety  of  crops  are  grown. 
We  saw  several  bags  of  healthy  egg 
plant  harvested,  loaded  onto  Bill’s  pick¬ 
up  and  taken  back  to  Monrovia  to  be 
sold. 

He  also  showed  us  a  dugout  boat  made 
by  Decoursey  workers  from  a  huge  tree 
that  was  cut  down  as  the  land  was 
cleared.  It  will  be  used  to  transport  har¬ 
vested  crops  a  few  hundred  yards  across 
a  river  for  use  and  marketing  at  another 
United  Methodist  center.  Since  there  is 
no  bridge  across  the  river,  the  same 
crops  previously  had  to  be  transported 
some  50  miles  by  truck  at  great  expense 
in  time  and  gasoline. 

We  admire  Bill  Whitfield’s  work.  He  is 
helping  people  use  their  own  hands  and 
minds  to  help  themselves.  Equally  im¬ 
portant,  he  is  illustrating  the  importance 
of  doing  one’s  best  to  improve  a  situation 
that  must  at  times  seem  hopeless  instead 
of  being  immobilized  by  it. 

Despite  all  the  problems  in  Liberia, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  making  a 
decided  difference  in  the  lives  of  many 
people.  In  large  part  that  is  because  of 
missionaries  we  help  to  support  through 
our  tithes  and  offerings  to  our  local 
church. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Pew  Cushions 
from 

Cokesbury. 


Your  choice  of 

•  straight  or  curved;  welt¬ 
ed  or  body  form 

•  tufted  with  buttons  or 
plain  without  buttons 

•  cotton  velour,  nylon  tempo,  or 
nylon  face  with  a  cotton/rayon 
back 

•  variety  of  fabric  colors 


Samples  available  upon  request.  Budget  terms.  Call  for  price 
quotes.  _ 

(g)  Cokesbury 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER: 


201  Eighth  Ave..  South 
RO  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 
Phone  615/749-6113 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burllngam'e.  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692  3562 


Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account.  .American  Express,  visa, 
or  MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Friday.  8  4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time  For  personal 
service,  call  your  Cokesbury  store. 
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Hunger  appeals  provide  incentive 


Advance  giving  hits  record  high 


By  FAYE  WILSON-BEACH 

By  Aug.  30,  1985,  giving  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  totaled  $24,414,965,  less  than  $1 
million  away  from  1984  total  receipts. 
With  gifts  totaling  approximately  $2 
million  monthly,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  a 
new  record  for  the  General  Advance  will 
be  set  this  year. 

Two  campaigns  —  the  Bishops’  Ap¬ 
peal  for  Hunger  in  Africa  and  the  Ethio¬ 
pia  Food  Crisis  appeal  —  netted  $12.3 
million.  Because  of  the  response,  monies 
are  already  at  work  providing,  not  only 
food,  but  also  equipment,  seeds  and  tech¬ 
nology.  In  Nigeria,  for  example,  funds 
have  gone  to  dig  village  wells;  in  Mali, 
agricultural  production  cooperatives  are 
being  established.  Assistance  has  been 
given  to  help  resettle  refugees  in  Chad, 
and  $1.3  million  has  been  allocated  for 
special  personnel  to  work  in  programs  to 
alleviate  hunger  on  a  long-term  basis. 

More  than  $5  million  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  for  Ethiopia  alone.  Of  the  $5.8  mil¬ 
lion  received,  $3.7  million  has  already  been 
distributed  for  hunger  relief,  along  with 
thousands  of  tents,  blankets,  seeds  and 
tools.  Money  has  been  given  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  water  resources.  Three 
thousand  metric  tons  of  maize,  wheat, 


sorghum  and  teff  (Ethiopian  grain)  seeds 
were  bought  and  distributed,  and  50,000 
rehabilitation  packets  (consisting  of 
axes,  pickaxes,  machetes,  shovels,  sick- 
els  and  plows)  were  purchased. 

Resources  are  needed  to  fund  long- 
range  programs  designed  to  make  coun¬ 
tries  such  as  Ethiopia  and  Sudan  capable 
of  sustaining  their  population.  One  such 
project  is  "Save  the  Rivers  of  the  Sahel.'' 
The  three  great  rivers  of  the  Sahel  —  the 
Niger,  the  Senegal  and  the  Gambia  — 
originate  in  the  nation  of  Guinea  where 
much  forest  land  has  been  cleared.  In  or¬ 
der  for  the  rivers  to  remain  viable,  thus 
ensuring  water  for  agricultural  produc¬ 
tion,  forest  cover  must  be  renewed  by 
immediate  seeding  and  planting. 

The  generosity  of  United  Methodists  is 
overwhelming.  Advance  income  reports 
show  that  general  giving  to  other  Ad¬ 
vance  projects  is  being  maintained. 
Even  though  World  Program  Division  in¬ 
come  has  decreased,  this  is  largely  due 
to  a  drop  in  receipts  for  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development. 

The  Advance,  with  its  1,700  projects 
and  special  appeals  and  emphases,  re¬ 
mains  one  of  the  best  ways  to  make  sure 
that  your  mission  dollars  are  sent  and 


spent  in  accordance  with  your  concerns. 
No  gift  is  too  small  when  your  love  and 
prayers  go  with  it. 

(Article  adapted  from  UMCOR  Update: 
Africa  Challenge  and  August  1985  Ad- 


PHOTO  BY  JOHN  TAYLOR 
vance  Income  Report) 

Wilson-Beach  is  coordinator  of  consulta¬ 
tive  services,  Mission  Education  and 
Cultivation  Program  Department,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


ADMNCE 


THE  ADVANCE 

United  Methodist  Second-Mile  Giving 


How  to  live 
Ion  $100  a  year;: 

£  1.  Take  out  the  furniture,  except  £ 
£  for  a  few  old  blankets,  a  kitch-  £ 
£  en  table  and  a  chair.  £ 

£  2.  Take  away  all  the  clothing,  ex- 
£  cept  for  the  oldest  dress  or  suit  £: 
£  for  each  member  of  the  family 
£  and  a  shirt  or  blouse.  Leave  one 
£  pair  of  shoes  for  the  head  of  the  £ 
£  family.  £ 

£  3.  Empty  the  refrigerator  and  £ 
:•  pantry,  except  for  a  small  bag  £ 
£  of  flour,  some  sugar  and  salt,  a  £ 
j:  few  potatoes  for  tonight’s  din-  £ 

£  ner,  a  dish  of  dried  beans.  £ 
;j  4.  Dismantle  the  bathroom,  shut  £ 
£  off  the  water,  remove  the  elec-  £ 
£  trie  wiring. 

£  5.  Take  the  house  away  and  move  £: 
£  the  family  into  the  toolshed.  £ 
£  6.  Remove  all  the  other  houses  in  £ 
£  the  neighborhood  and  set  up  in  £ 
£  its  place  a  shantytown.  £ 

£  7.  Cancel  all  subscriptions  to  £ 
£  newspapers,  magazines  and  £ 
£  book  clubs.  There  is  no  great  £ 
£  loss  as  your  family  is  illiterate.  £ 
£  8.  Move  the  nearest  clinic  or  hos-  £ 
£  pital  two  to  four  hours  away.  £ 
£:  9.  Throw  out  the  bankbooks,  stock  £ 
£  certificates,  pension  plans  and  £ 
£  insurance  policies  and  leave  £ 
£  your  family  a  cash  hoard  of  $5.  £ 
£  10.  Give  the  head  of  the  family  £ 
£  three  tenant  acres  to  cultivate.  £ 
£  11.  Lop  off  15  to  30  years  in  life  ex-  £ 
£  pectancy.  £ 

£  The  more  you  count  the  blessings  £ 
£  you  have,  the  less  you  crave  the  lux-  £ 
£  uries  you  haven’t.  >: 

?  1 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from  •: 
£  “The  Name  of  the  Game,”  April  £ 
£  1983,  General  Board  of  Global  Min-  £ 
£  istries) 


At  Upper  Sand  Mountain  Parish 


Prayer  request  brings  8,000-pound  answer 


By  PAUL  RUARK 

RAINSVILLE,  Ala. 

—  When  you  pray 
for  food  and  receive 
8,000  pounds  of  fresh 
green  beans,  you 
are  likely  to  believe 
that  God  answers 
prayer. 

Such  an 
swer”  came  to  staff 
persons  at  a  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  mis¬ 
sion  recently.  “Food 
was  in  such  short 
supply”  a  spokesman  recalled,  that  “we 
did  not  know  where  we  would  get  food”  for 
everyone  needing  help. 

Their  sudden  fortune  was  a  result  of 
the  multifaceted  ministry  of  the  Upper 
Sand  Mountain  Parish  here.  A  coopera¬ 
tive  of  10  local  churches  in  rural  north¬ 
eastern  Alabama,  the  parish  has  a 
combined  membership  of  700  United 
Methodists.  According  to  the  Rev.  Dor¬ 
sey  H.  Walker,  director,  "the  parish  con¬ 
cept  provides  for  a  more  effective  and 
efficient  use  of  the  members  and  other 
church  resources.”  Before  the  parish 
was  established  in  1969,  many  of  the  par¬ 
ticipating  congregations  had  suffered  a 
dilemma  facing  numerous  small-mem¬ 
bership  churches:  possessing  a  wealth  of 
ideas  but  having  limited  people  and  dol¬ 
lars  to  carry  them  out. 

One  major  target  of  the  parish’s  ef¬ 
forts  is  hunger.  Aided  by  the  Advance, 
the  North  Alabama  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Society  of 
St.  Andrew  (Potato  Project),  other  local 
congregations  and  government  agencies, 
the  parish  this  year  has  distributed  225 
tons  of  potatoes,  24  tons  of  corn  and 
eight  tons  of  green  beans!  That  was  for 
the  first  eight  months  of  the  year,  with 


the  fall  harvest  approaching,  more  con¬ 
tributions  are  anticipated.  Recipients 
have  included  United  Methodist  and  oth¬ 
er  community  centers,  local  church  food 
pantries,  missions,  soup  kitchens  and  ur¬ 
ban  ministries  in  Alabama,  Georgia  and 
Tennessee.  The  donations  —  from  area 
farmers  —  have  been  quality  produce, 
deemed  unmarketable  because  seeds 
were  mixed  improperly  (in  the  case  of 
the  green  beans),  or  there  was  an  over- 
supply  (potatoes)  or  the  ears  were  not 
fully  formed  (corn). 

Because  the  produce  is  freely  given, 
any  expense  is  for  truck  transportation 
from  the  farms  to  area  churches,  which 
serve  as  distribution  sites.  The  cost  of 
transportation  sets  the  price  of  produce 
at  2  to  4  cents  a  pound. 

Another  effort  to  combat  hunger  is  the 
parish’s  “Gardens  of  Plenty”  community 
gardening  program,  which  last  year  pro¬ 
duced  $242,000  worth  of  food  for  families 
on  low  or  fixed  incomes.  Produce  was  ei¬ 
ther  used  fresh  or  canned  for  future  dis¬ 
tribution.  That  all  came  about  because 
of  a  $160  contribution  for  seed,  fertilizer 
and  canning  supplies. 

Hunger  is  not  the  only  concern  of  the 
Upper  Sand  Mountain  Parish.  Its  out¬ 


reach  embraces  many  aspects  of  com¬ 
munity  and  church  life.  Cooperatively 
the  10  congregations  accomplish  tasks 
which  none  of  them  could  do  alone.  Oth¬ 
er  facets  of  the  parish’s  ministry  have 
included: 

•  Christmas  toy  distribution  to  more 
than  200  children  from  low-income 
families; 

•  Day  camp,  a  week-long,  outdoor 
experience  for  50  church  and  com¬ 
munity  children; 

•  Medical  and  day-care  services  for 
migrant  families; 

•  A  solar  energy  project  offering  in¬ 
structing  in  building  solar  green¬ 
houses,  water  heaters,  food  dryers 
and  heat  collectors; 

•  A  thrift  store  which  sells  inexpen¬ 
sive  clothing  to  persons  in  need; 

•  Transportation  services,  especial¬ 
ly  for  older  adults;  and 

•  Work  camps  to  assist  residents  in 
repairing  their  homes. 

Director  Walker  outlined  the  three 
primary  objectives  of  the  parish:  to 
strengthen  small-membership  churches 
through  internal  and  cooperative  plan¬ 
ning,  to  address  human  need  by  furnish¬ 
ing  linkages  with  various  community 
service  agencies,  and  to  serve  as  a  cata¬ 
lyst  in  uniting  people  to  deal  with  issues. 

Thanks  to  United  Methodists  sharing 
through  the  Advance,  those  goals  are  be¬ 
ing  met,  and  the  lives  of  children,  youth 
and  adults  are  being  enriched. 

UPPER  SAND  MOUNTAIN  PARISH  — 
#722760-6 

Ruark  edits  the  “United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate”  newspaper  of  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Conference. 
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Guest  editorial 

Where  in  the  world  is  God? 

By  TWICE  MORRISON 

Near  Ou  Dong,  an  old  Cambodian  provincial  capital,  the  countryside  is  still 
littered  with  spent  bullet  shells  from  the  intense  fighting  that  raged  in  that  re¬ 
gion  during  the  tragic  civil  war  five  years  ago. 

Today  children  scour  the  fields,  retrieving  empty  brass  casings.  They  bring 
the  spent  shells  to  small  cottage  foundries  where  women  and  older  children, 
using  the  simplest  of  tools,  melt  and  recast  them  into  little  bells.  The  bells  are 
used  to  adorn  the  harnesses  of  oxen,  the  animals  indispensable  to  agriculture 
and  transportation  in  Kampuchea  (formerly  Cambodia). 

It  is  significant  that  across  the  countryside  where  the  sounds  of  gunfire 
ripped  the  pastoral  quiet,  today  you  can  hear  the  gentle  ringing  of  bells  as  the 
oxen  go  about  their  work. 

Shells  into  bells:  inspiring  evidence  of  the  transformation  God  makes  possi¬ 
ble  in  every  human  situation. 

Certainly,  Church  World  Service  (CWS)  has  been  God’s  agent  of  hope  in 
Kampuchea.  I  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  how  CWS  has  worked  with  other  hu¬ 
manitarian  agencies  to  bring  that  strife-torn  nation  from  the  brink  of  starva¬ 
tion  at  the  beginning  of  1980,  to  70  percent  self-sufficiency  in  food  production  by 
.  the  summer  of  of  1982. 

The  Khmer  Rouge,  a  communist  force  led  by  Pol  Pot,  was  ousted  five  years 
ago  by  another  communist  regime.  Not  until  the  defeat  of  Pol  Pot  did  the  rest 
of  the  world  know  the  horrors  that  occurred  between  1975-79  while  he  was  in 
power.  A  nation  of  9.5  million  people  was  reduced  to  6.5  million. 

Across  from  the  hotel  where  our  CWS  delegation  stayed  was  a  vacant  lot, 
grown  high  with  weeds.  A  Roman  Catholic  cathedral  had  stood  there.  Pol  Pot’s 
forces  removed  it  stone  by  stone  so  no  vestige  of  a  church  was  left.  Between 
30,000  and  40,000  Roman  Catholic  priests  and  communicants  were  put  to  death. 
No  visible  Christian  community  is  left  in  Kampuchea. 

CWS  staff  members  took  us  to  the  Interrogation  Center  in  Phnom  Penh 
where  Pol  Pot  had  imprisoned  the  nation’s  intellectuals.  There  were  blood 
stains  still  on  the  floor  beneath  the  cots. 

Where  is  God  in  a  nation  so  decimated,  whose  spiritual  foundations  have 
been  so  weakened? 

I  found  one  answer  at  a  CWS  project  on  the  Mekong  River.  Pol  Pot  had  di¬ 
verted  the  water,  destroying  the  irrigation  systems.  Now  CWS  is  helping  to  re¬ 
build  those  canals.  The  work  is  directed  by  a  hydraulic  engineer  who  is  a 
Presbyterian  layman  from  Cuba.  What  a  heartening  sight  to  see  a  Cuban 
Christian  teaching  young  Kampucheans  to  operate  the  bulldozer  and  dragline 
obtained  by  Church  World  Service  with  the  help  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  German  Christians.  That  is  a  global  mission  in  action,  a  sermon 
preached  in  loving  acts  of  Christian  service. 

Amid  all  the  devastation  of  Kampuchea,  I  came  away  with  that  peculiarly 
Christian  hope  that  enables  us  to  sing,  “Though  the  wrong  seems  oft  so  strong, 
God  is  the  ruler  yet.  ” 

God  goes  before  us  in  every  human  situation.  We  are  called  to  be  witnesses 
to,  catalysts  for,  enablers  of  God’s  loving  presence  that  already  is  there. 

Christians  believe  in,  work  toward,  hope  for  a  world  where  swords  are  beat¬ 
en  into  plowshares,  where  spears  are  turned  unto  pruning  hooks.  I  have  al¬ 
ready  seen  shells  made  into  bells. 

Morrison  is  a  member  of  the  national  advisory  committee  of  Church  World 
Service.  She  is  a  member  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from  CWS  Connections  magazine,  July  1984) 


G)mmunity  Economic  Development 
projects  teach  self-help  skills 

OURS  serves  upstate  New  York 

By  KAY  BATEMAN  TUCKER  progressed  to  the  point  where  she  could 


DELHI,  N  Y.  -  "At  OURS,  our  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  help  people  help  themselves,” 
says  Mary  Collins,  executive  director  of 
the  Otsego  Urban-Rural  Self-Develop¬ 
ment  Association  of  Delaware  County 
here.  The  organization  serves  a  popula¬ 
tion  in  and  around  Oneonta,  a  city  of 
15,000  in  upstate  New  York.  In  the  10 
years  since  its  incorporation,  OURS  has 
sought  to  meet  community  needs  as  they 
have  become  evident  and,  in  so  doing, 
has  continued  to  grow. 

Major  ministries  now  offered  include 
a  parenting  center,  help  for  battered 
women,  home-care  services,  a  single- 
room  occupancy  program  for  the  home¬ 
less,  and  Agree,  a  mediation  center.  A 
counseling  project  for  Vietnam  War  vet¬ 
erans  was  recently  begun. 

A  staff  of  14,  which  includes  eight 
part-time  workers,  oversees  the  pro¬ 
grams,  and  a  pool  of  25  home  health 
aides  are  called  upon  as  needed. 

OURS’  self-development  philosophy 
works  in  many  ways,  says  the  director. 
For  example,  a  young  mother  attended 
self-help  sessions  at  the  parenting  cen¬ 
ter,  learning  the  most  basic  skills.  “She 

Rural  Maine  gets 

By  BEVERLY  J.  ABBOTT 

SALEM,  Maine  —  The  brochure  reads: 
“Serving  Jesus  Christ  and  the  people  of 
rural  Maine.” 

That’s  a  capsule  description  of  the  role 
which  the  United  Methodist  Economic 
Ministry  (UMEM)  plays  here.  The  re¬ 
gion,  abundant  in  natural  beauty,  has 
only  a  few  small  wood  industries.  Unem¬ 
ployment  and  underemployment  are  ma¬ 
jor  problems. 

Since  1969,  the  UMEM  has  offered  a 
variety  of  ways  to  help  the  people  im¬ 
prove  their  economic  situations.  The 
Family  Thrift  Shop  employs  persons  to 
sell  low-cost  clothing  and  household 
items  to  community  residents.  A  cottage 
industry  provides  jobs  for  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  learning  furniture  refinishing 
and  repairing  skills.  Home  crafts  such  as 
Christmas  wreaths  and  caned  and  uphol¬ 
stered  products  are  marketed  through 
catalog  sales.  Other  components  of  the 


handle  her  own  life  and  take  care  of  her 
children.  Now  she  does  some  volunteer 
work  herself.  She  comes  in  and  helps 
here.  That  makes  it  all  worthwhile,”  Col¬ 
lins  notes. 

The  organization  relies  heavily  on  vol¬ 
unteers,  along  with  part-time  workers, 
to  stay  within  its  budget.  A  staff  member 
says,  "I  wear  a  dozen  hats,  sometimes, 
during  the  course  of  a  day.  ’’  Community 
members  regularly  contribute  time  and 
services,  and  several  programs  operate 
out  of  donated  space,  explains  Collins. 

She  concedes  that  running  such  varied 
ministries  on  a  small  budget  is  a  real 
challenge.  “It  would  be  very  hard  if  we 
didn’t  have  such  a  sense  of  family  here. 
We  have  a  terrific  staff  and  give  each 
other  a  lot  of  support.  That  really 
helps.” 

OTSEGO  URBAN-RURAL  SELF-DEV¬ 
ELOPMENT  ASSOCIATION  OF  DEL¬ 
AWARE  COUNTY,  DELHI,  N.Y.  — 
#341620-7 

Tucker  edits  “The  Voice,”  the  Wyoming 
Conference  publication. 

UMEM  attention 

UMEM  are  a  food  closet  and  a  summer 
gardening  program. 

Five  years  ago,  the  UMEM  became 
the  sponsoring  agency  for  the  Shadagee 
Housing  Project  for  older  adults  in  Phil¬ 
lips,  Maine. 

You  have  an  opportunity  to  get  in¬ 
volved  in  the  United  Methodist  Econom¬ 
ic  Ministry  by  giving  to  this  Advance 
Special.  In  addition  to  financial  support, 
individual  volunteers  and  work  teams 
from  across  the  United  States  perform 
an  important  service  here  by  helping  to 
restore  houses  and  by  assisting  with  oth¬ 
er  community  needs. 

•  *  * 

UNITED  METHODIST  ECONOMIC 
MINISTRY  IN  SALEM,  STRONG, 
MAINE  — #311870-4 

•  •  • 

Abbott,  the  Maine  Conference  council  di¬ 
rector,  formerly  served  as  a  mission 
interpreter  for  the  UMEM. 


UMCOR  reaches  out  in  compassion,  love  and  hope 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  Program  Department 
(General  Board  of  Global  Ministries)  was 
formed  in  1940  in  response  to  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  people  during  World  War  II.  It  was 
a  "voice  of  conscience”  expressing  the 
church’s  concern  for  disrupted  and  dev¬ 
astated  lives.  From  a  small  beginning, 
UMCOR  has  expanded  its  ministry  into 
more  than  80  countries  and  now  provides 
approximately  $12  million  annually  to 
ministries  of  compassion. 

UMCOR’s  ministry  is  carried  out 
through  a  worldwide  network  of  national 
and  international  church  agencies  which 
cooperate  in  the  task  of  alleviating  hu¬ 
man  suffering.  Our  denomination’s  work 
through  UMCOR  is  far  too  extensive  to 
describe  on  this  page.  Briefly  summa¬ 
rized  below,  however,  are  three  UMCOR 
programs. 

Assistance  Program  and  Rehabilitation 
for  Urban  Slums  and  Rural  Poor,  India 
—  #212367-1 

Aid  is  provided  by  the  Council  of  Re¬ 
lief  and  Rehabilitation  (CORAR)  of  The 
Methodist  Church  in  India  for  communi¬ 
ty  outreach: 

•  Furnishing  health  care,  nutritional 
help,  clean  water,  electricity,  sanita¬ 
tion,  youth  projects  and  sewing  classes  in 
four  slum  areas  in  Bombay; 

•  Offering  literacy  education,  voca¬ 


tional  training  and  health  care  in  three 
villages  and  an  urban  slum  in  Lucknow: 
and 

•  Focusing  on  literacy  drives  and  vil¬ 
lage  development  in  several  other  ar¬ 
eas. 

Ecuador  Applied  Nutrition  Program  — 
#722100-6 

This  is  an  integrated  approach  to  re¬ 
duce  malnutrition  among  rural  people. 
In  cooperation  with  government  and  pri¬ 


vate  agencies,  the  project  stresses  the 
needs  of  low-income  farm  families  on 
the  Santa  Elena  Peninsula.  Special  at¬ 
tention  is  given  to  nutritional  needs  of 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years. 

Seven  thousand  people  benefit  from 
community  gardens  and  health  clinics 
and  have  formed  pig  and  chicken  coop¬ 
eratives.  They  are  using  the  services  of 
technical  resources  available  through 
area  institutions.  The  goals  are  to  trans¬ 


fer  responsibility  and  resources  to  local 
government  and  private  agencies  and  to 
continue  training  programs  through  ex¬ 
ample,  verbal  and  written  information, 
and  the  use  of  radio  broadcasts. 

Relief  and  Development  Program  of 
Christian  Care,  Zimbabwe  —  #199781-5 

Christian  Care  is  the  service  arm  of 
the  Zimbabwe  Christian  Council.  Its  30 
full-time  staff  members  and  80  volun¬ 
teers  conduct  relief  and  development  ac¬ 
tivities  through  eight  local  communities 
scattered  throughout  the  country.  Work 
includes  labor-intensive  water  develop¬ 
ment,  assistance  in  agricultural  develop¬ 
ment  and  housing  construction  for  42 
resettlement  groups,  drought  and  agri¬ 
cultural  aid,  market  gardening,  rehabili¬ 
tation  of  former  prisoners  of  conscience 
through  self-help  projects  and  micro- 
community  programs. 

A  supplementary  feeding  effort  is  co¬ 
sponsored  with  other  agencies.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  food  bank,  medical  ministries  and 
distribution  of  clothing,  blankets  and 
medicine  are  in  operation.  Christian 
Care  also  works  with  older  adults  in  ru¬ 
ral  areas  and  with  refugees.  Develop¬ 
ment  education  and  vocational  training, 
including  assistance  with  school  fees,  are 
available  for  ex -combatants,  former  de¬ 
tainees,  war  victims  and  their  depen¬ 
dents. 
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For  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work 

New  film  shows  African  ministries 


By  FAYE  WILSON-BEACH 

The  setting  is  Jerusalem.  The  main 
character  is  Nehemiah.  The  scene  shows 
the  gates  of  Jerusalem  being  rebuilt:  the 
sheep  gate,  the  valley  gate  and  the  fish 
gate. 

The  setting  is  Africa.  The  main  char¬ 
acters  are  members  of  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Sierra  Leone,  Zimbabwe, 
Angola  and  Liberia.  The  scene  shows  the 
building  of  churches,  schools,  parson¬ 
ages,  hospitals  and  homes. 

The  outcome  is  the  same:  “So  built  we 
the  wall;  and  all  the  wall  was  joined  to¬ 
gether  . . .  for  the  people  had  a  mind  to 
work.”  (Nehemiah  4:6,  KJV). 

If  one  word  could  describe  church 
work  in  Africa  today,  it  probably  would 
be  “explosion.”  Nowhere  else  is  the 
church  adding  so  many  new  members 
and  converts  with  such  intensity.  It  is 
this  explosion  —  of  church  growth  and 
expansion  —  that’s  the  subject  of  an  Ad¬ 
vance  film,  scheduled  for  release  in 
March  1986. 

Whenever  people  speak  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  they  talk  about  partnership.  In 
fact,  the  Advance  logo  —  two  hands 
clasped  or  intertwined  —  symbolizes  the 
joining  of  hearts,  hands  and  dollars  to 
advance  the  cause  of  Christ  in  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world.  It  is  part¬ 
nership,  through  the  Advance,  that  is 

Food,  jobs 
evolve  from 
Haiti  center 

By  DONALD  E.  COLLIER 

PETIT  GOAVE,  Haiti  —  Grace  was 
named  for  the  grace  of  God.  Grace  is  a 
large  black  and  white  cow!  Grace  is  un¬ 
usual  because  she  is  the  first  animal 
born  from  an  artificial  insemination  pro¬ 
gram  conducted  here  by  the  Christian 
Institute  for  Rural  Life. 

The  institute  is  part  of  the  Petit 
Goave  circuit  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Haiti.  The  circuit  numbers  50  preach¬ 
ing  stations  and  is  served  by  two  pastors 
and  40  lay  preachers. 

The  artificial  insemination  program 
has  begun  providing  more  productive 
cows  for  the  people  of  the  area.  Native 
cows  were  producing  about  three  quarts 
of  milk  a  day;  the  cows  resulting  from 
this  program  are  producing  three  gal¬ 
lons  of  milk  a  day! 

Other  programs  of  the  center  benefit- 
ting  the  Haitian  people  include  tree- 
growing  and  corn-planting  projects.  Tree 
seedlings  are  begun  at  the  center  and, 
when  ready  for  transplanting,  are  given 
to  local  people.  After  several  years,  the 
mature  trees  are  cut  and  sold  for  lum¬ 
ber.  A  portion  of  the  proceeds  is  returned 
to  the  center  to  fund  the  continuation  of 
the  project.  High  quality  seed  com  is 
given  to  residents  by  the  center.  The 
crop  that  results  helps  feed  their  fam¬ 
ilies  and  provides  a  salable,  income-pro¬ 
ducing  product. 

Pastor  Marco  Depostre  Sr.  has  re¬ 
tired,  but  he  continues  to  supervise  the 
work  of  the  center.  And  he  continues  to 
preach  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  regu¬ 
larly  in  the  churches  of  the  Petit  Goave 
circuit.  His  eyes  sparkle  as  he  talks  of 
the  work  of  the  church;  his  voice  echoes 
the  pride  he  feels  in  the  work  accom¬ 
plished  through  the  center.  His  appear¬ 
ance  reflects  the  strength  of  the  people 
of  Haiti  as  they  become  partners  in  mis¬ 
sion  with  United  Methodists  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
Program  Department. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  INSTITUTE  FOR 
RURAL  LIFE,  PETIT  GOAVE,  HAITI 
— #418375-5 


church,  a  hospital,  a  primary  and  sec¬ 
ondary  school,  a  nutrition  center  and  a 
teachers’  college. 

Miracles  happen  as  a  result  of  the  nu¬ 
trition  center.  Malnutrition  is  still  one  of 
the  world’s  leading  killers  of  children  un¬ 
der  the  age  of  five.  Mothers  bring  their 
children  to  the  center  and  stay  there  two 
to  three  weeks  while  the  children  receive 
care  and  the  mothers  receive  nutrition 
training. 

At  the  schools,  academic  and  agricul¬ 
tural  training  are  combined  so  that  food 
production  in  Zimbabwe  can  continue  to 
rise  amid  the  ever-pending  threat  of 
drought  and  the  increasing  numbers  of 
Mozambican  refugees. 

In  the  film  you  will  see  churches  and 
parsonages  being  built.  You  will  see 
where  churches  need  to  be  built  because 
temporary  structures  in  new  settlements 
are  overflowing.  You  will  meet  a  pastor 
who  serves  14  churches. 

Partnership  .  growth  .  .  congrega¬ 
tional  development  .  leadership  train¬ 
ing  all  because  “the  people  had  a  mind  to 
work.” 

Editor’s  note: 

The  new  Advance  film,  tentatively  ti¬ 
tled  “For  the  People  Had  a  Mind  to 
Work,”  will  be  released  in  March  1986.  It 
will  be  available  for  purchase  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  or  may  be 
borrowed  from  annual  conference  film 
libraries  and  EcuFilm.  Watch  The  Inter¬ 
preter  magazine  and  upcoming  pastors' 
mailings  for  additional  information. 

Sharing  changes  lives 

•  In  1950  the  average  life  expectancy  in 
the  lower-income  countries  was  35. 
Today  it  is  57. 

•  In  1960  in  developing  countries,  pri¬ 
mary  school  education  was  not  avail¬ 
able  to  most  children.  Today  six  out 
of  10  attend  school. 

•  In  1913  hundreds  of  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  died  from  smallpox.  Today  health 
officials  believe  that  it  has  been 
eradicated  from  the  earth. 

•  Between  1955  and  1975,  the  people  of 
Africa,  Asia  and  Latin  America 
brought  into  production  350  million 
acres  of  new  farmland.  This  is  more 
than  the  entire  present  cropland  in 
the  U.S.,  Canada,  Japan  and  western 
Europe  combined. 

Christians  helped  make  these  changes. 
United  Methodists  —  sharing  through 
the  Advance  —  helped! 


helping  to  erect  and  repair  church  facili¬ 
ties  in  Sierra  Leone  and  Zimbabwe.  It  is 
partnership  that  is  providing  bicycles, 
motorcycles  and  other  items  for  pastors 
who  are  shepherding  10  to  14  churches, 
separated  by  vast  distances.  It  is  part¬ 
nership  which  is  bringing  medical  care 
to  areas  without  doctors  and  trained 
medical  personnel. 

One  scene  in  the  film  will  depict  the 
work  of  Dr.  Lowell  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Gess. 
Former  United  Methodist  missionaries 
in  Nigeria  and  Sierra  Leone,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Sierra  Leone  to  carry  out  a 
medical  ministry  in  opthamology.  The 
Kissy  Eye  Clinic  is  part  of  an  expansive 
medical  ministry  at  the  Brown  Memori¬ 
al  United  Methodist  Church,  a  complex 
which  houses  a  maternal,  prenatal  and 


antenatal  unit. 

Based  in  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone,  the 
clinic  is  the  only  place  in  the  country 
where  eye  surgery  is  performed.  The 
Gesses  spend  three  months  of  every  year 
there  and  while  in  the  U.S.  recruit  other 
doctors  to  volunteer  two  or  more  weeks 
a  year. 

They  work  in  full  partnership  with  Si¬ 
erra  Leoneans  who  staff  the  clinic;  there 
is  an  optician,  a  receptionist,  a  nurse  and 
an  orderly.  U.S.  work  teams  helped  build 
the  clinic  and  the  apartment  above  it. 

Another  film  segment  will  focus  on  the 
work  of  the  Nyadire  United  Methodist 
Centre  in  Zimbabwe.  Partnership  is 
shared  in  terms  of  mission  personnel  and 
financial  support  for  new  classrooms 
and  dormitories.  The  facilities  include  a 


Use  of  the  newly  designed  fish  bank,  a  creation  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  Program  Department,  will  encourage  persons  to  participate  in  the  World 
Hunger/Poverty  Mission  Emphasis.  Churches  will  be  provided  with  up  to  500  of  the 
easily  assembled  banks  upon  request.  Write  to  the  Service  Center,  7820  Reading  Road, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45237 .  photo  by  archie  Hamilton 


Advance  offers  exciting  opportunities 


“The  Advance  is  the  official  program 
within  The  United  Methodist  Church  (ex¬ 
cept  for  World  Service  Special  Gifts  and 
programs  of  United  Methodist  Women) 
through  which  support  may  be  designat¬ 
ed  for  projects  approved  by  the  Advance 
Committee.”  (The  Book  of  Discipline  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  —  1984. 
Par.  914) 

It  is  "second-mile”  giving,  after  World 
Service.  United  Methodist  individuals, 
local  churches  and  other  groups  may 
designate  their  gifts  to  approve  proj¬ 
ects,  called  “Advance  Specials,”  in  the 
following  areas: 

•  National  Program  Division,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries; 

•World  Program  Division,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries; 

•  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  Program  Department,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries; 

•  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund  (#008233-0  H-T); 


•  World  Hunger/Poverty  Mission  Em¬ 
phasis  (#982920-4); 

•  Community  Economic  Development 
Fund  (#982146-0);  and 

•  Conference  and  District  Advance 
Specials. 

The  Advance  is  guided  by  the  Advance 
Committee  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  which  elects  a  director  of  the 
Advance.  The  chairman  of  the  Advance 
Committee  is  Bishop  Felton  May,  Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa.  The  director  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance  is  the  Rev.  William  T.  Carter, 
New  York. 

This  tabloid  was  prepared  by  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Program  and  Benevolence  In¬ 
terpretation,  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  and  the  Mission  Education 
and  Cultivation  Program  Department. 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Or¬ 
der  additional  copies  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications,  1200  David  Street., 
Evanston,  IL  60201-4195.  The  cost  is  six 
for  $1.50,  50  for  $5,  100  for  $8,  1,000 
for  $65. 


For  further  information  about  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  contact  the  Advance  Office. 
Room  1316,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  NY  10115,  (212  )  870-3790.  Also  get 
in  touch  with  your  conference  or  district 
secretary  of  global  ministries,  or  your 
jurisdictional  field  representative:  North 
Central  —  Dwight  S.  Busacca.  Epp  Hall, 
Room  4,  10  E.  School  Ave.,  Naperville, 
IL  60540  (312)  357-0170;  Northeastern  - 
Alice  Trost,  1  Diana  Place.  Troy,  NY 
12180,  (518)  279-9009;  South  Central  - 
Kenneth  B.  McIntosh.  1928  Ross  Ave., 
Dallas,  TX  75201,  (214)  373-1554;  South¬ 
eastern  —  Camille  Funk  and  Harry 
Newman,  159  Ralph  McGill  Blvd.  N.E., 
Atlanta,  GA  30365.  Room  404,  (404)  659- 
0002;  and  Western  —  David  H.  Black¬ 
burn,  625  Hamilton  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  CA 
94301,(415) 321-0136. 

The  editors  of  this  tabloid  welcome 
comments  and  concerns.  Please  write  to 
United  Methodist  Communications  at  the 
Evanston  address. 
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Our  gifts  make  mission  happen 


The  Advance  program  is  for  everyone 


By  BARBARA  DUNLAP-BERG 
In  a  parable,  Jesus  compared  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  to  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed  which  a  man  sowed  in  his  field.  "As 
a  seed,”  Jesus  said,  “mustard  is  smaller 
than  any  other;  but  when  it  has  grown  it 
is  bigger  than  any  garden-plant;  it  be¬ 
comes  a  tree,  big  enough  for  the  birds  to 
come  and  roost  among  its  branches.” 
(Matthew  13:32,  NEB) 

In  much  the  same  way,  small  gifts  to 
the  Advance  reap  big  results.  The  “seed” 
that  our  church  has  provided  is  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  the  37-year-old  program  of  “sec¬ 
ond-mile”  giving  to  missions  —  second 
mile  because  the  first  mile  in  benevo¬ 
lence  giving  is  World  Service. 

For  several  reasons,  the  Advance  has 
proven  increasingly  popular  among 
United  Methodists.  Consider,  for  exam¬ 
ple: 

•  The  Advance  is  designated  giving. 
For  those  who  wish  to  personalize 
their  contribution,  deciding  to 
whom  it  will  go.  the  Advance  is 
ideal. 

•  The  Advance  is  entirely  voluntary. 
It  requires  no  asking  or  apportion¬ 
ment. 

•  The  Advance  is  100  percent  giving. 
Your  contribution  goes  where  you 
designate.  Nothing  is  used  for  ad¬ 
ministration  or  promotion. 

•  The  Advance  creates  disciples  in 
partnership.  Through  the  Advance, 
United  Methodists  learn  of  human 
needs  at  home  and  around  the 


world.  And  through  the  Advance, 
you  can  help  meet  those  needs. 

Certainly,  large  gifts  to  the  Advance 
are  needed.  But  so  are  small  gifts.  And 
giving  is  truly  measured  in  love,  not  in 
dollars. 

How  to  participate 
in  the  Advance 

Study  the  needs.  Discuss  the  projects. 
Decide  which  program  God  wants  you  to 
support  through  the  Advance.  For  local 
church  and  annual  conference  credit, 
send  your  gift  through  your  local  church 
treasurer.  Contributions  will  then  be  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Advance  Treasurer, 
GCFA,  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1439, 
New  York,  NY  10115.  Include  the  project 
name  and  code  number. 

Here’s  additional  help 

Get  the  complete  story  in  Partnership 
in  Missions  1985-86:  Catalog  of  General 
Advance  Specials  (#4393).  Ask  your  dis¬ 
trict  or  conference  mission  secretary  or 
order  for  $3  from  the  Service  Center, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820 
Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  OH  45237. 

For  personal,  immediate  help,  contact 
the  Advance  Office,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  1316,  New  York,  NY  10115,  (212) 
870-3790. 

Special  emphases  of  the  Advance 
during  the  1985-88  quadrennium 

Africa  church  growth  and  develop¬ 


ment,  community  economic  develop¬ 
ment,  emerging  missionary  needs,  and 
world  hunger  and  poverty  are  receiving 
special  attention  during  this  quadrenni¬ 
um.  Contributions  of  any  size  may  be 
given  to  the  following  categories  related 
to  these  emphases: 

•  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment 

General,  008233-0  H-T 

Leadership  Development, 
008233-0  B-T 

Evangelism,  008233-0  A-T 


Church  Growth/Establishment 
of  New  Churches  and  Repairs, 
008233-0  A-N 

Community  Economic  Develop¬ 
ment  ($162,500  per  year  asking), 
982146-0 

$2  Million  Fund  (for  emerging 
missionary  needs) 

Emerging  Personnel  Needs, 
008986-5  H-Z 

Emerging  Program  Needs, 
008986-5  H-T 

World  Hunger/Poverty  (unlimited 
asking),  982920-4 


‘Onion  lady’  finds  unique  calling 


Mississippi  ministry 
meets  variety  of  needs 


By  RAYFORD  WOODRICK 

GREENVILLE,  Miss.  -  Working  in 
an  area  of  the  Mississippi  River  delta 
where  unemployment  already  exceeds 
10.9  percent,  the  Delta  Resources  Com¬ 
mittee  Inc.  (DRC)  is  making  an  impact 
on  the  pervasive  problems  of  hunger, 
poverty  and  economic  distress.  The  non¬ 
profit  corporation  is  chartered  to  serve  a 
nine-county  region  in  the  northwestern 
quadrant  of  the  state. 

The  committee  had  its  beginnings  14 
years  ago,  after  a  series  of  devastating 
tornadoes  hit  the  area.  A  Disaster  Relief 
Committee  was  formed  to  deal  with  var¬ 
ious  issues,  including  reports  of  unneces¬ 
sary  delay  and  discrimination  in 
delivering  housing  and  other  human  ser¬ 
vices.  Seeing  a  continuing  need  to  com¬ 
bat  the  gamut  of  difficulties  confronting 
residents,  the  Disaster  Relief  Committee 
became  the  Delta  Resources  Committee. 

An  interdenominational  community 
service  and  action  organization,  the  DRC 
is  sustained  primarily  by  grants  and  vol¬ 
untary  contributions  from  congregations 
and  individuals.  Its  approach  is  self-help 
and  self-development,  working  with  peo¬ 
ple  to  eliminate  the  underlying  causes  of 
poverty,  discrimination  and  injustice,  as 
well  as  to  meet  emergency  needs. 

The  committee  seeks  also  to  be  an  ad¬ 
vocate,  helping  persons  to  relate  to  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  agencies.  It  provides 
counseling  in  budgeting  and  nutrition  as 
well  as  domestic,  personal  and  spiritual 
needs. 

The  DRC  works  in  economic  develop¬ 
ment,  training  and  employing  persons 
referred  by  the  Mississippi  Delta  Council 
for  Farmworkers.  Other  ministries  in¬ 
volve  voter  registration,  educational 
counseling  and  scholarship  supplements, 
and  political  assertiveness  training 
which  encourages  people  to  become  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  democratic  process. 

The  committee’s  administrative  of¬ 
fices  are  housed  in  a  converted  private 
residence.  The  Friendship  Community 


Center,  located  several  blocks  away,  is 
the  site  for  youth  activities,  Bible  studies 
and  a  used  clothing  center. 

The  DRC  enjoys  the  support  of  area 
churches,  community  groups  and  agen¬ 
cies.  Discussion  is  under  way  for  the 
committee  to  be  designated  as  a  clear¬ 
inghouse  for  emergency  requests,  deal¬ 
ing  with  hunger  and  other  special  needs. 

Ministering  to  the  poorest  section  of 
the  state,  the  Delta  Resources  Commit¬ 
tee  seeks  to  bring  a  measure  of  relief, 
enabling  people  to  survive  and  develop¬ 
ing  human  resources.  It  addresses  severe 
economic,  political  and  educational  un¬ 
derdevelopment,  especially  in  the  Black 
community. 

DELTA  RESOURCES  COMMITTEE 
INC.,  GREENVILLE,  MISS.  -#762198-6 

Woodrick  edits  the  “Mississippi  (Confer¬ 
ence)  United  Methodist  Advocate.” 


By  BONNIE  PASTEUR 

DE  KALB,  Ill.  —  Juanita  Roland  — 
the  “onion  lady”  —  plants  3,000  to  4,000 
onions  each  year.  And  with  each  onion 
she  plants,  Roland  says  a  prayer  for  a 
specific  person  or  church  program. 

Roland  explained  the  history  of  her 
planting  projects.  “I  started  when  they 
had  an  earthquake  in  Alaska  in  about 
1964,”  she  said.  “I  thought,  ‘What  can  I 
do  to  send  some  money?’  I  didn’t  have 
any  money  [to  send],  but  there  was  a  gar¬ 
den,  so  I  sold  produce.” 

Roland  and  her  husband  Russell  live 
on  a  160-acre  farm,  where  she  has  a 
small  garden. 

“About  10  years  ago  I  started  growing 
onions  for  . . .  missions,”  Roland  contin¬ 
ued.  “When  I  would  plant  an  onion,  I 
would  pray  for  someone  or  something.  In 
the  fall,  [the  onions]  were  sold  at  the  mis¬ 
sion  banquet  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  proceeds  would  go  to¬ 
ward  a  project.” 
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She  starts  work  in  April  and  finishes 
within  a  few  weeks.  In  August,  the  Span¬ 
ish  onions  are  ready  to  be  pulled,  bagged 
and  sold. 

Roland  attends  the  Malta  (Ill.)  United 
Methodist  Church  and  is  an  active  par¬ 
ticipant  in  church  functions.  She  is  espe¬ 
cially  interested  in  the  opportunity  to  be 
involved  in  missions  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance.  “There  is  always  someone  [who] 
needs  something,”  she  explained. 

There  are  more  than  400  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  Northern  Illinois  Conference, 
and  Roland  plants  an  onion  in  the  name 
of  each  pastor  and  each  church.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  she  plants  onions  and  prays  for 
United  Methodist  missionaries  and  other 
projects. 

Of  her  labor  of  love,  Roland  said,  “I 
really  enjoy  it.  It’s  a  time  of  joy,  of  com¬ 
fort.  There  is  need  everywhere.  All  we 
need  to  do  is  reach  out.” 

(Condensed  and  reprinted  with  permis¬ 
sion  from  the  DeKalb  Daily  Chronicle, 
July  7, 1985) 


Ghana  seminary  requests  tractor  for  community  development  effort 


By  K.  ASANDAH-OKYERE  and 
S.  ASANTE-ANTWI 

Hunger  is  no  stranger  to  the  people  of 
Ghana.  A  lengthy  drought  and  an  unex¬ 
pected  influx  of  Ghanaians  expelled 
from  Nigeria  have  contributed  to  the 
famine  affecting  much  of  the  country. 

Through  United  Methodist  Advance 
gifts  to  Trinity  College,  Ghana,  the  crisis 
is  being  eased.  Yet,  additional  assistance 
is  needed. 

Trinity  College  is  the  united  seminary 
for  training  Protestant  clergy  in  Ghana. 

Two  years  ago  the  college  found  itself 
in  a  serious  food  and  financial  situation. 

To  help  cope  with  the  crisis,  we  start¬ 
ed  two  projects.  The  first  one  was  a  col¬ 
lege  bakery,  completed  in  1984.  As  a 
result,  our  bread  costs  have  been  re¬ 
duced  by  75  percent. 

The  second  project  is  the  Trinity  Col¬ 
lege  Welfare  Farm  for  which  we  are 
seeking  assistance  in  the  form  of  farm 


equipment.  We  have  a  total  land  area  of 
70  acres.  The  residential  portion  covers 
19  acres,  and  the  remaining  51  acres  of 
arable  land  is  suitable  for  growing  cas¬ 
sava,  maize  and  other  vegetables. 

Last  year  we  cultivated  15  acres  of 
maize.  This  furnished  half  of  our  re¬ 
quirements.  Maize  constitutes  about  one- 
third  of  the  student  diet.  There  is  no  way 
that  we  could  have  survived  the  academ¬ 
ic  year  without  this  important  support 
from  the  farm. 

We  contracted  with  a  nearby  agricul¬ 
tural  project  to  plow  and  cultivate,  and 
the  rest  of  the  work  was  done  by  stu¬ 
dents.  This  year,  with  great  effort  and 
cost,  we  were  able  to  have  the  land 
tilled,  and  we  planted  maize  and  beans. 

What  we  need  now  is  a  tractor  with 
accessories.  This  would  permit  us  to  cul¬ 
tivate  25  acres,  increase  our  yield  and 
allow  students  more  time  for  theological 
study. 


The  agricultural  project,  which  has 
been  providing  tractor  services,  works  in 
35  communities  with  only  two  tractors. 
If  we  had  a  tractor,  we  could  offer  ser¬ 
vices  at  moderate  cost  to  neighboring 
farmers. 

Our  students  are  enthusiastic  about 
the  farm  and  have  been  working  several 
hours  a  week  free  of  charge.  We  hope 
that  these  future  pastors  will  encourage 
their  congregations  to  establish  similar 
farms  to  help  feed  the  community  and  to 
raise  funds  for  other  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  development  projects. 

TRINITY  COLLEGE  WELFARE  FARM, 
GHANA  —  #008956-8  E-0 

Asandah-Okyere  directs  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Church  Leadership  and  serves  as 
interim  farm  manager  at  Trinity  Col¬ 
lege.  Asante-Antwi  is  vice-principal  of 
the  college  and  chairman  of  the  Trinity 
Welfare  Fund  Committee. 
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1 986  targeted  to  end  member  decline 

Bishops’  growth  committee  identifies  first  step  toward  doubling  total 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

IRVING,  Texas— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  must  end  its  21-year  member¬ 
ship  decline  in  1986,  a  special  committee 
on  membership  growth  decided  Sept.  15. 

Only  by  taking  that  first  step  could  the 
denomination— with  more  than  10  mil¬ 
lion  members  worldwide— begin  moving 
toward  the  goal  of  doubling  its  member¬ 
ship  by  1992,  members  of  the  panel  said. 
The  1984  General  Conference  set  that 
goal. 

The  14-member  committee,  appointed 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  map  out 
growth  strategies,  further  challenged  the 
church  to  show  a  net  membership  in¬ 
crease  of  50,000  for  1987  and  100,000  for 
1988.  Those  figures  equal  roughly  a  0.5 
percent  growth  rate  for  1987  and  a  1  per¬ 
cent  rate  for  1988. 

Those  goals  are  not  as  modest  as  they 
sound,  said  Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Ar¬ 
kansas  Area),  chairman  of  the  member¬ 
ship-growth  group.  Figures  from  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  show  that 
membership  has  fallen  annually  by  an 
average  0.9  percent  since  1975. 

“It  (reversing  membership  trends)  is 
like  someone  in  debt,”  Bishop  Wilke  said. 
“First  you  must  pay  the  interest  before 
you  begin  retiring  the  principal.  Then 
you  have  to  change  your  lifestyle  (so  you 
don’t  get  into  debt  again). 

Local  goals  must  be  set 

As  part  of  that  “lifestyle  change,”  the 
special  committee  called  upon  each  lo¬ 
cal  congregation,  annual  conference  and 


jurisdiction  to  set  realistic,  reachable 
goals  for  membership  growth  during 
1986  and  beyond. 

To  do  nothing  more  than  halt  the  mem¬ 
bership  slide,  committee  members  noted, 
each  of  the  denomination’s  more  than 
38,000  congregations  would  have  to  show 
a  net  gain  of  two  members.  For  the 
church  to  grow  by  1  percent,  each  congre¬ 
gation  would  have  to  record  net  gains  of 
five  to  seven  members  over  the  next 
three  years. 

But  during  1983  (latest  official  statis¬ 
tics  available)  only  28.9  percent  of  local 
churches  received  at  least  five  new 
members  by  confession  of  faith,  the  Rev. 
Warren  J.  Hartman  told  the  committee. 

Another  37.6  percent  added  no  new 
members  by  confession  of  faith,  said  Dr. 
Hartman,  director  of  research  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Further,  24.1  percent  of  churches  had 
no  preparatory-member  lists,  and  42 
percent  had  no  constituency  lists,  Dr. 
Hartman  reported. 

Preparatory  members  are  baptized 
children  younger  than  19  who  have  not 
taken  vows  of  church  membership.  Con¬ 
stituents  include  unbaptized  children  and 
all  adults  older  than  19  who  are  not  con¬ 
gregation  members  but  for  whom  the 
church  exercises  pastoral  care. 

“My  friends,”  Dr.  Hartman  said,  “if 
you  don’t  have  a  prospect  list,  it’s  pretty 
hard  to  know  who  you’re  going  after.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  chief  of 
research  at  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  told  the  panel  that  county-by¬ 
county  census  data  compiled  by  his 


agency  shows  potential  church  members 
in  each  of  the  3,151  U.S.  counties. 

Congregations  must  reach  out 

“Every  congregation  needs  to  be  a 
missional  congregation,”  said  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
“Each  has  to  be  evangelical  by  definition 
and  look  forward  to  bringing  in  new 
members  as  part  of  the  life  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.” 

The  Global  Ministries  National  Divi¬ 
sion  is  helping  annual  conferences  devel¬ 
op  master  plans  for  congregational 
growth  and  planting  new  churches,  Mr. 
Nugent  said.  Twenty-six  conferences 
have  completed  or  are  completing  those 
master  plans. 

The  National  Division  is  adding  three 
staff  members  to  work  with  local  church 
leaders  in  various  regions  to  start  new 
churches,  Mr.  Nugent  said.  The  mission 
board  will  recruit  and  deploy  laypeople, 
trained  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  to 
serve  as  actual  church  planters. 

Bishop  James  Thomas  (East  Ohio 
Area)  said  local  churches  should  under¬ 
stand  that  they  were  not  seeking  new 
members  just  to  add  numbers  to  the 
United  Methodist  roster.  Rather,  he  said, 
churches  have  a  responsibility  to  share 
the  Gospel  and  bring  people  into  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Christ. 

Several  committee  members  said  pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  leaders  in  each  congregation 
should  be  made  to  account  for  a  church’s 
failure  to  bring  new  people  to  Christ. 

“If  we  deal  with  the  question  of  how  a 


6 Hotline 9  may  help  track  members 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  Church  may 
soon  have  a  more  immediate  way  to 
keep  track  of  members  who  move. 

The  special  committee  on  member¬ 
ship  growth  appointed  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  directed  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  Sept.  15  to  develop  a  reloca¬ 
tion  “hotline”  and  a  network  for  contact¬ 
ing  United  Methodists  who  have  moved. 

That  nationwide  toll-free  number 
would  give  “sending”  local  churches  a 
central  place  to  call  to  alert  potential 
“receiving”  congregations  that  a  United 
Methodist  was  moving  to  their  areas. 

The  agency  will  present  a  plan  for  the 
telephone  and  follow-up  system  at  the 
committee’s  February  meeting,  said  the 
Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Discipleship  chief 
executive. 

Immediate  calls  to  a  national  reloca¬ 
tion  center  would  allow  the  denomina¬ 
tion  to  hold  thousands  of  members,  said 
Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area), 
chairman  of  the  special  committee. 
That’s  because  timely  notice  of  new  ar¬ 
rivals  would  allow  local  churches  to  con¬ 
tact  people  quickly. 

Research  has  shown  that  unless  a 
church  contacts  a  perspective  member 
within  a  week,  the  call  doesn’t  have 
much  impact,  the  bishop  noted. 

Currently,  about  2,500  United  Method¬ 
ists  move  each  week,  said  James  H.  Snead 
Jr.,  chief  of  the  United  Methodist  Men  Sec¬ 
tion  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

About  half  of  those  people  do  not  join 
another  United  Methodist  church,  he 
added. 

Since  1981  the  United  Methodist  Men 
have  run  a  computer  operation  in  Nash¬ 
ville  called  “Moving  United  Methodist 
Members.”  It  sends  written  notices  of 
new  United  Methodist  arrivals  to 
churches. 

The  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  one  of 


the  Discipleship  staff  members  who  will 
work  on  the  project,  said  he  did  not  know 
what  final  form  the  board’s  effort  might 
take  but  that  it  would  build  on  the  men’s 
program. 

Mr.  Snead  said,  “The  biggest  fallacy 
with  the  (current)  program  is  that  we 
(United  Methodists)  are  very  congrega¬ 
tional  when  it  comes  to  membership.  We 
generally  don’t  think  about  people  after 
they  move  until  it’s  time  to  remove  their 
names  by  charge  conference  action. 
That’s  generally  seven  years  later.” 

When  a  congregation’s  member 
moves,  local  churches  are  supposed  to 
send  a  card  immediately  either  to  a 
church  at  the  person’s  destination  or  to 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Mr.  Snead 
said. 

The  men’s  section  will  send  a  three- 
part  card  within  48  hours  after  it' re¬ 


ceives  a  relocation  notice  to  a  church  in 
the  ZIP  code  area  closest  to  the  mem¬ 
ber’s  new  home. 

If  the  men’s  section  computer  can’t 
determine  the  closest  church,  the  card 
goes  to  the  district  superintendent  for 
distribution,  Mr.  Snead  said.  About  50 
percent  of  the  notices  follow  that  course. 

In  addition,  the  men’s  section  sends  a 
card  to  the  member  notifying  him  or  her 
that  the  local  United  Methodist  church 
has  been  informed  of  the  arrival,  Mr. 
Snead  said.  That’s  so  the  person  can  ex¬ 
pect  a  call. 

The  church  at  the  relocation  destina¬ 
tion  is  supposed  to  return  one  part  of  the 
card  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Mr. 
Snead  said.  That  tells  the  result  of  the 
follow-up  call.  About  30  percent  of  those 
follow-ups  are  returned,  he  said. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


pastor  succeeds  (in  an  appointment), 
some  very  visible  major  factors  are  how 
has  the  church  school  grown  and  how 
many  people  have  come  into  the  church 
on  profession  of  faith,”  said  Roger  Bur¬ 
gess,  chief  executive  of  United  Methodist 
Communications.  “We  have  lost  that 
kind  of  accountability.  That  is  key.” 

Bishop  George  Bashore  (Boston  Area) 
said  local  church  members  as  well  as  the 
church  hierarchy  should  take  pastors 
and  lay  leadership  to  task  if  the  congre¬ 
gation  doesn’t  grow. 

"I’m  wondering  if  it  wouldn’t  motivate 
the  pastors  more  to  have  the  laity  on 
their  cases,  not  the  power  structure,” 
Bishop  Bashore  said. 

Other  strategies  proposed 

Besides  calling  for  local  growth  goals 
and  plans,  the  special  committee  out¬ 
lined  14  other  specific  strategies. 

Those  included  developing  a  national 
telephone  “hotline”  and  a  network  of 
contacts  in  every  local  church  to  follow 
up  on  members  who  relocate  (see  related 
story  at  left),  helping  seminaries  train 
new  ministers  for  church  growth,  and  in¬ 
tensifying  recruitment  of  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  people  for  ordained  and  diaconal 
ministries  to  provide  leadership  in  new 
communities. 

Even  by  following  all  these  strategies, 
the  denomination  will  probably  not 
reach  its  20-million  member  goal,  com¬ 
mittee  members  acknowledged. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  called  the  fig¬ 
ure  a  symbol  of  what  United  Methodists 
should  be  striving  for. 

“It  tells  us  we  should  be  twice  as  ef¬ 
fective  as  we  are,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “If 
we  have  100  members,  we  should  have 
200.  It  is  not  laughable.  It’s  a  challenge 
to  our  sluggishness. 

“If  we  had  been  growing  over  the  past 
21  years  the  way  we  should,  we  would 
have  been  close  to  20  million  right  now.” 

Bishop  Wilke  said  the  committee 
would  “hold  to  the  20-million  mandate  as 
a  challenge.”  The  committee  would  then 
set  its  goal  toward  that  end,  “challeng¬ 
ing  the  entire  church.” 

“Our  task  is  primarily  to  motivate,” 
the  bishop  said.  “We  cannot  tell  little 
churches  of  110  members  to  grow.  But  if 
we  can  shed  the  spotlight  on  the  issue, 
people  will  figure  out  what  to  do.  We 
don’t  need  strategies  as  much  as  we  need 
the  visions  and  the  power  (of  Christ).” 
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Three  churches  catch  spirit 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
When  the  United  Methodist  Church 
launches  its  multimedia  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  public  relations  campaign  in 
January,  it  won’t  be  the  first  to  use  the 
slogan— or  something  close  to  it. 

The  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas  is  using  “Catch  the  Spirit”  for  a 
five-year  Sunday-school  development 
campaign.  It  started  earlier  this  year. 

Oak  Cliff  Assembly  of  God  in  Dallas 
is  using  a  brilliant  multicolored  "Catch 
Our  Spirit”  scrawled  at  an  upward  tilt 
on  billboards,  bumper  stickers,  news¬ 
paper  ads.  The  theme  is  also  used  for 


radio  spots. 

Bill  Richards,  director  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  said  he  was  unaware  that  any 
other  churches  were  using  similar 
campaign  themes. 

"We  ran  a  title  search  through  the 
appropriate  federal  agency  in  Wash 
ington  and  were  cleared  right  away” 
for  using  'Catch  the  Spirit,’  ”  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  nationwide 
campaign  was  adopted  from  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Annual  Conference,  which  used 
"Catch  the  Spirit”  on  a  regional  basis. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Church  trial  finds  minister  guilty 


Quake  relief  planned 
from  Mexico  disaster 


Compiled  from  News  Services 
Communities  and  churches  across  the 
United  States  almost  immediately  began 
to  collect  funds  for  victims  of  the  Sept. 
19  killer  earthquake  in  Mexico. 

Meanwhile  most  denominational  relief 
agencies  in  the  United  States  were  wait¬ 
ing  for  more  complete  information  be¬ 
fore  providing  aid.  They  said  downed 
power  and  telephone  lines  hindered  ef¬ 
forts  to  assess  the  extent  of  the  tragedy 
and  the  nature  of  aid  needed.  In  addition, 
they  cited  the  traditional  Mexican  reluc¬ 
tance  to  accept  aid  from  outsiders  as  a 
possible  hindrance  to  relief  efforts. 

The  office  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  had  beer,  unable  to 
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enable  us  to  stand  up 
to  life  in  an  upset 
world,  to  live  today  and 
like  it,  have  faith  for 
tough  times,  and  a  zest 
for  living.  ff 

Max  Merritt  Morrison 

author  of  the  best  seller 
Never  Lose  Heart 

NOW!  Standing  Up  To  Life 
by  Max  Morrison  uplifts 
and  inspires  with  55 
short,  readable  chapters 
about  facing  the  problems 
of  everyday  life  with 
fortitude  and  confidence. 

What  others  have  to  say  about  Standing  Up  To  Life: 

"III  my  opinion  Mux  Morrison  is  one  of  the  most  creative  writers  and  lecturers 
I  have  ever  known...  this  is  a  book  I  would  have  expected  him  to  produce." 

Norman  Vincent  Peale  | 

“This  Ixxjk  is  a  guide  of  life  for  young  <6  old  based  on  experience  and  divine  wisdom." 

Monsignor  James  Hourihan  I 

"I  have  literally  been  in  awe  of  his  almost  mystical  ability  to  reveal  the  qualities 

required  in  each  of  us  to  live  without  anxiety."  „  ,  „  , 
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This  book  makes  a  thoughtful  gift  for  friends,  relatives,  and  especially  yourself! 
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reach  the  office  of  Bishop  Alejandro 
Ruiz,  episcopal  leader  of  the  Central 
Conference  of  the  Mexican  Methodist 
Church. 

UMCOR  disaster  relief  coordinator 
Gary  Bekofske  said  United  Methodists 
could  send  contributions  for  earthquake 
relief  to  UMCOR,  Advance  Special  No 
982450  and  asked  that  they  be  designated 
“Emergency  Relief,  Mexico  Earth¬ 
quake.” 

Church  World  Service,  disaster  agency 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  was 
sending  an  ecumenical  delegation  to 
Mexico  to  bring  back  a  report,  he  said. 

The  Catholic  Relief  Services  told  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service  the  agency  would 
commit  $50,000  for  initial  emergency  as¬ 
sistance  to  earthquake  victims.  The  re¬ 
lief  organization  was  sending  a  team  to 
evaluate  the  need  for  further  aid,  ac¬ 
cording  to  spokeswoman  Jane  McMillan. 

According  to  Norman  S.  Marshall,  na¬ 
tional  commander  of  the  Salvation  Army 
in  the  United  States,  undamaged  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  buildings  in  Mexico  would  be 
used  as  shelters,  and  food,  clothing  and 
medical  assistance  would  be  given  to  the 
extent  of  the  Army’s  resources.  The 
Army’s  territorial  headquarters  for 
Mexico  and  Central  America  is  in  Mexi¬ 
co  City. 

A  spokesman  for  World  Vision  said  the 
organization  had  approved  $1  million  for 
disaster  relief  and  was  waiting  only  for 
a  go-ahead  from  thp  Mexican  govern¬ 
ment.  The  non-denominational  agency 
normally  has  a  staff  of  50  in  Mexico 
City. 

A  spokesman  for  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  said  he 
hoped  that  in  determining  the  extent  of 
immediate  or  long-range  need,  U.S.  poli¬ 
cy  makers  would  take  into  account  the 
“double  crisis”  of  the  earthquake  on  top 
of  Mexico’s  worst  economic  crisis  in  60 
years. 

World  Relief  Service,  an  organ  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals, 
said  it  was  trying  to  ascertain  the  safety 
of  evangelical  missionaries  stationed  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  quake. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

Missioners  just  miss 

At  least  one  group  of  United  Methodists 
from  the  United  States  narrowly  missed 
getting  caught  in  the  earthquake.  The  12 
members  of  a  short-term  mission  team 
from  the  Holston  Annual  Conference 
were  returning  home  when  the  first 
tremors  shook  Mexico  City.  They  were 
preparing  to  board  an  American  Airlines 
flight  after  nine  days  in  the  area.  One 
member  of  the  group  said  the  flight  took 
off  quickly,  refueled  during  an  un¬ 
scheduled  stop  in  Alcapulco,  Mexico,  and 
landed  at  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  airport 
on  schedule.  The  12  got  home  that  same 
evening. 


Combined  from  News  Services 

SILVER  SPRING,  Md.-For  the  first 
time  in  denominational  history,  a  United 
Methodist  trial  court  last  week  found  a 
male  minister  guilty  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment. 

Although  many  supporters  of  women’s 
rights  lauded  the  outcome,  many  black 
United  Methodists  charged  racism  in  the 
trial  of  the  Rev.  John  P.  Carter,  who  is 
black. 

With  charges  of  sexual  harassment 
and  racism  for  a  background,  the  trial 
drew  widespread  public  attention,  in¬ 
cluding  front-page  coverage  in  the 
Washington  Post. 

The  denomination’s  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  and  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  moni¬ 
tored  the  trial.  Afterward,  rather  than 
commenting  separately  based  on  their 
respective  concerns  about  rights  of 
women  and  rights  of  racial  minorities, 
they  were  reportedly  hoping  to  agree  on 
a  joint  statement  about  the  trial. 

Of  Mr.  Carter’s  five  accusers,  three 
women  are  black  and  two  white. 

Both  the  Baltimore  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence’s  committee  on  investigation  that 
convened  the  trial  and  the  trial  court  (or 
jury)  were  racially  mixed. 

Worked  on  conference  staff 

The  13-member  trial  court  of  Mr.  Car¬ 
ter’s  clergy  peers— seven  women  and  six 
men— suspended  him  from  the  ministry 
for  three  years. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  staff 
and  supervised  a  program  for  the  poor  in 
Washington. 


Before  Mr.  Carter,  36,  can  be  reinstat¬ 
ed,  the  court  said,  he  must  give  public 
confession,  ask  for  forgiveness  of  the 
church  and  the  five  women  who  initiated 
the  harassment  charges,  and  undergo 
counseling. 

Mr.  Carter  maintained  his  innocence 
on  nearly  every  detail  of  the  charges. 
His  counsel  said  the  verdict  would  be  ap¬ 
pealed. 

Shortly  after  the  verdict  was  an¬ 
nounced,  Mr  Carter’s  wife,  Deborah, 
walked  up  to  Baltimore  Area  Bishop  Jo¬ 
seph  Yeakel,  who  is  white;  called  him  a 
racist;  and  said,  “You  have  ruined  the 
reputation  of  a  black  man.  This  is  not 
over.” 

(Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  of  the 
West  Virginia  Area  presided  over  the  tri¬ 
al.) 

Some  of  Mr.  Carter’s  supporters  said 
relations  between  black  and  white  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  the  Baltimore  confer¬ 
ence  (which  includes  Washington)  have 
been  damaged  irrevocably. 

Conference  officials  have  denied  that 
matters  of  race  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  trial. 

Harassment  described 

The  Rev.  Miriam  H.  Jackson,  counsel 
for  the  church,  expressed  the  feelings  of 
those  who  supported  the  verdict.  The 
proceedings  show,  she  asserted,  that 
“women  are  equal  and  can  take  their  full 
place  in  the  church  without  being  sexual¬ 
ly  harassed  by  male  clergy  and  other 
men  in  the  church.” 

The  five  women  who  brought  charges 
testified  that  Mr.  Carter  continually 
made  sexual  jokes  and  insinuations,  en¬ 


gaged  in  sexual  conversations  and  on  oc¬ 
casions  in  unwanted  touching,  and 
sought  sexual  favors. 

When  such  overtures  were  rejected, 
the  women  said,  the  programs  in  which 
they  were  working  suffered  a  loss  of  his 
support  and,  in  some  cases,  delays  of 
paychecks.  One  woman  claimed  Mr. 
Carter  offered  to  help  her  get  a  job  if  she 
would  have  sex  with  him. 

About  30  witnesses  testified  during  the 
weeklong  trial,  which,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Carter,  was  open— but  only  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists.  The  defense  counsel  in¬ 
troduced  a  number  of  character 
witnesses,  including  several  prominent 
black  ministers  in  the  conference. 

Mr.  Carter  spent  almost  two  hours  on 
the  witness  stand  and  testified  he  never 
had  advocated  "open  marriages"  nor 
talked  about  multiple  sex  partners  as  a 
gift  from  God.  as  had  been  alleged. 

The  jury  found  Mr.  Carter  guilty  of  vi¬ 
olating  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  by  a  vote  of  12-0  with  one 
abstention.  It  voted  10-3  to  acquit  him  on 
a  second  charge  of  immorality.  Nine 
votes  were  needed  for  decisions. 

The  Rev.  Hal  Henderson,  who  is  black 
and  chairs  the  conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  said  the  trial  “has 
set  the  cause  of  race  relations  back 
10  years  and  created  a  climate  detrimen¬ 
tal  to  the  cause  of  justice.” 

Bishop  Yeakel  invited  people  of  the 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference  to  a  ser¬ 
vice  of  “worship  and  dialogue”  Sept.  28 
as  a  means  of  “opening  up  again  the  dia¬ 
logue  that  for  a  time  has  had  to  close 
down." 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 


She’s  MADD  about  drunk  drivers,  and  she’s  doing  a  whole  lot  about  it! 


When  35-year-old  Janet  Ames  talks  to 
offenders  in  the  county-sponsored  drunk 
drivers’  class  in  Fresno,  Calif.,  she 
leaves  a  room  full  of  aching  hearts  and 
wet  eyes. 

“I  just  tell  them  my  story— that  a 
drunk  driver  slaughtered  my  very  best 
friend,”  Mrs.  Ames  said.  "I  tell  them 
how  we  used  to  sit  up  nights  and  giggle 
in  the  seventh  grade.  I  tell  them  how  she 
made  my  veil  for  my  wedding  dress.  . 

"And  one  night  a  23-year-old  drunk 
driver  ran  a  red  light  and  hit  her  car 
broadside.  She  died  90  minutes  later.” 

That  was  five  years  ago,  and  Mrs. 
Ames,  a  part-time  homemaker  and 
mother  of  two,  was  determined  to  “do 
something— anything"  to  honor  her  best 
friend’s  memory. 

Six  months  after  the  accident,  follow¬ 
ing  “some  serious  soul  searching."  Mrs 
Ames,  an  active  laywoman  at  Sierra  Vis¬ 
ta  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fresno, 
read  an  editorial  in  The  Fresno  Bee 
about  a  group  in  Sacramento  called 
"Mothers  Against  Drunk  Drivers.”  Their 
aim  was  to  educate  the  public  on  the 
dangers  of  drinking  and  driving. 

Mrs.  Ames  phoned  the  founder,  Candy 


Janet  Ames 

Within  five  days,  Mrs.  Ames  had  started 
the  first  MADD  chapter  outside  its 
founding  community  of  Sacramento. 

Today  there  are  320  MADD  chapters. 
Mrs.  Ames,  who  has  served  as  chair¬ 
woman  of  Sierra  Vista  UMC’s  social  con¬ 
cerns  committee,  director  of  the  church 
finance  campaign  and  chairwoman  of 


and  organizing  the  MADD  chapter.  Most 
of  her  volunteer  church  work  was  done 
before  she  was  30  years  old 

"I  believe  the  church  is  one  of  the  best 
places  to  right  a  wrong,  and  I  learned  a 
great  deal  when  I  chaired  the  social  con¬ 
cerns  committee  about  doing  this  sort  of 
thing,"  she  said. 

Her  local  church  has  been  one  of 
M ADD’s  best  supporters,  she  said.  Four 
members  of  the  church  serve  on  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  board,  and  two  or  three  special 
offerings  are  taken  each  year  at  the 
church  for  MADD’s  projects. 

Mrs.  Ames  and  her  team  of  several 
hundred  volunteers  in  Fresno  spend  their 
time  counseling  with  victims  of  drunk 
drivers  and  speaking  to  high  school 
classes,  civic  organizations  and  churches 
about  the  dangers  of  drinking  and  driv¬ 
ing.  Last  year  she  and  the  local  law  en¬ 
forcement  agency  made  a  videotape  on 
the  subject  that  is  shown  before  each 
speaking  engagement. 

"When  I  speak  to  the  drunk  drivers'  of¬ 
fenders  class,  I  tell  them  that  no  matter 
how  it  sickens  me  to  think  what  got  them 


Lightner,  and  volunteered  her  help,  helped  prepare  her  for  public  speaking 


the  Council  on  Ministries,  continues  as  there  {  would  never  want  them  t0  have 
executive  director  of  the  Fresno  chapter. 

She’s  convinced  her  church  leadership 


to  lose  their  best  friend  the  way  I  did,” 
she  said. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


( 


PAGE  4 

UM  curriculum  panel 
withholds  its  approval 
of  mission  study  books 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


.  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  annual  series  of  ecumenical  study 
books  heavily  relied  on  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  schools  of  mission  has  lost 
official  approval  for  use  in  UM  Sunday 
school  classes,  at  least  for  1986-87. 

The  disapproval  action  by  the  church’s 
official  curriculum  agency  moves  to  a 
new  and  more  official  stage  a  controver¬ 
sy  that  has  been  building  for  several 
years  concerning  the  balance  of  the  pro¬ 
vocative  studies. 

The  books  are  used  in  an  estimated 
20,000  to  25,000  local  UM  congregations 
each  year. 

The  most  common  use  is  by  United 
Methodist  Women  groups  related  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York  City. 

Disapproval  for  the  same  materials’ 
use  in  Sunday  schools  was  by  the  Curric¬ 
ulum  Resources  Committee*  administra¬ 
tively  related  to  both  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  the  General  Board  of 
Publications  in  Nashville. 

One  reason  cited  for  disapproval  of 
the  1986-87  study  books  was  a  feeling 
that  they  failed  adequately  to  present 
differing  Christian  viewpoints  on  pro¬ 
vocative  topics  (see  story  below). 

Global  Ministries  officials  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  they  still  intend  to  use  the  study 
books  as  primary  resources  in  the  1986- 
87  United  Methodist  Women  mission 
schools. 

They  also  expressed  concern  that  the 
disapproval  will  strip  church  schools  of 
virtually  the  only  official  mission  re¬ 
sources  available.  They  acknowledged, 
however,  that  only  a  small  percentage  of 
church  schools  use  the  material. 

Ecumenical  change  sought 

The  head  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  mission  schools  emphasized  that 
the  Curriculum  Resources  Committee 
has  no  responsibility  for  or  authority 
over  what  United  Methodist  Women  use 
in  their  mission  schools. 

But  the  curriculum  committee  has 
committed  itself  at  least  indirectly  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  change  the  style  of  future  ecu-" 
menical  study  books  so  those  books  will 
meet  official  United  Methodist  curricu¬ 
lum  standards  set  by  that  committee. 

(The  UM  curriculum  committee  has 


two  representatives  on  the  ecumenical 
group  that  picks  topics  and  authors  for 
the  study  books.  Global  Ministries  typi¬ 
cally  has  around  10  representatives.) 

In  its  most  concrete  form,  the  curricu¬ 
lum  committee’s  recent  action  will  re¬ 
move  mention  of  the  1986-87  study  books 
from  all  UM  catalogs  and  planning 
books  from  which  local  congregations' 
church  schools  choose  curriculum. 

The  unapproved  books  are  on  the  1986- 
87  themes,  “Crossroads  in  Southern 
Asia”  and  “Technology  in  Tension  with 
Human  Values.” 

The  committee  at  its  May  meeting 
pledged  itself  to  explore  with  other  parts 
of  the  church  the  possibility  of  United 
Methodists  publishing  their  own  mission 
education  materials  “in  harmony  with 
our  policies.” 

Books’  balance  a  concern 

The  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young  Jr.,  curric¬ 
ulum  committee  staff  executive,  said 
committee  members  feel  the  ecumenical 
books  have  a  style  of  representing  only 
one  point  of  view.  That  style,  he  said,  is 
inconsistent  with  United  Methodist  plu¬ 
ralism. 

The  21-member  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  has  been  asked  for  many 
years  to  approve  the  mission  studies  so 
church  school  classes  can  use  them.  But 
in  recent  years  the  ecumenical  study 
books  have  drawn  intense  criticism  from 
some  United  Methodists  who  consider 
the  books  politically  and  theologically 
imbalanced  and  too  sociological. 

The  committee  in  recent  years  has  be¬ 
gun  to  look  at  the  mission  study  books 
much  more  closely,  Dr.  Young  said. 

The  committee  is  charged  by  church 
law  with  determining  what  material  is 
officially  approved  curriculum  for 
church  schools.  The  committee  cannot 
prohibit  UM  groups  from  using  unap¬ 
proved  material,  either  in  church  schools 
or  in  mission  study  groups. 

Mission  illiteracy  ‘will  worsen’ 

The  curriculum  committee’s  actions 
continue  a  regrettable  direction  of  the 
church,  said  Betty  Thompson,  head  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Mission  Education  and  Cultivation  De¬ 
partment. 
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SMU  president  writes 
alumni  on  sports  case 
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Pro-Earih  and  Slone,  of  Suniral  stand  out  as  virtually  the  only  mission 
”a*er“  °"  *he  1985-86  ecumenical  mission  study  themes  among  official 
United  Methodist  curriculum  for  church  schools. 


Differences  in  ‘style’  lead 
to  concern  on  study  books 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  style  of  United  Methodist  study  is 
at  the  core  of  concerns  about  the  widely 
used  ecumenical  mission  study  books 
published  by  Friendship  Press  (see  story 
above). 

That  raises  the  question:  What  quali¬ 
fies  as  a  style  of  study  consistent  with 
United  Methodist  standards? 

A  study  must  honor  the  pluralism 
within  the  denomination,  says  the  Rev. 
H.  Claude  Young  Jr.,  editor  of  United 
Methodist  curriculum  resources. 

He  explains:  "The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  marvelous  mixture  of  people 
under  one  denominational  umbrella. 

“If  our  curriculum  touches  on  a  con¬ 
troversial  topic,  we  try  to  see  that  all  re¬ 
sponsible  points  of  Christian  view  are 
presented.” 

That  doesn’t  mean  an  author  can’t 
take  a  position  or  that  all  points  of  view 
are  considered  equal,  he  says. 

And  if  the  collective  wisdom  of  church 
leaders  has  helped  establish  an  official 
United  Methodist  position  on  an  issue, 
that  position  is  given  prominence  in  a 
study,  Dr.  Young  says. 

“But  even  then,  we  present  other 
points  of  view,”  he  says. 

The  idea  is  to  present  United  Method¬ 
ists  with  responsible  options  and  let 
them  do  their  own  inquiry  and  make 
their  own  decisions,  he  says. 

Dr.  Young  is  the  staff  executive  for 
the  21-member  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  responsible  for  determining 
what  curriculum  is  consistent  with  the 
United  Methodist  approach  to  study  and 
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is  thus  approved  for  use  in  UM  church 
schools. 

The  committee  decided  in  May  that 
the  two  Friendship  Press  mission  books 
for  1986-87  are  not  consistent  with  the 
United  Methodist  style,  Dr.  Young  says. 

The  committee,  while  strongly  and 
warmly  affirming  Friendship  Press  and 
its  attempts  to  deal  with  difficult  sub¬ 
jects  in  a  meaningful  way,  disapproved 
the  books  themselves  because  the 
Friendship  Press  studies  “generally  re¬ 
flect  just  one  point  of  view  to  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  other  responsible  Christian 
views,"  Dr.  Young  explained. 

The  committee  nonetheless  voted  to 
encourage  United  Methodists  to  study 
the  subjects  of  the  unapproved  books— 
southern  Asia  and  technology. 

For  three  or  four  years  the  committee 
has  refused  to  approve  th*»  vouth  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  Friendship  Press  studies,  Dr. 
Young  says.  That  is  why  the  committee 
has  been  working  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  develop 
the  committee’s  own  youth  mission  stud¬ 
ies  (see  story  above). 

Even  while  concern  over  youth  mate¬ 
rials  was  being  addressed,  criticism 
heightened  over  the  1985-86  adult  study 
books  currently  in  use.  The  curriculum 
committee  sent  pointed  criticisms  to 
Friendship  Press  about  the  books. 

The  book,  Pro-Earth,  on  the  mission 
study  theme  Taking  Care  of  God’s  Earth, 
is  particularly  lacking  in  relating  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  Great  Commission  (Matthew 
28),  the  committee  told  Friendship 
Press. 

In  its  official  complaint  about  the 
study  book.  Stories  of  Survival,  on  the 
theme  of  Native  Peoples  of  North  Amer¬ 
ica.  the  curriculum  committee  gave 
even  more  insight  into  what  it  wants. 

It  said  the  study  book  reflects  “no  con¬ 
cern  for  persons  who  are  outside  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  committee  suggested  that  a  mis¬ 
sion  study  about  Native  Americans 
should  include  some  information  on  “(1) 
how  evangelism  and  discipling  are  done 
in  the  context  of  Native  American  cul¬ 
ture,  (2)  the  contributions  of  Native 
American  Christians  to  the  larger  Chris¬ 
tian  community,  and  (3)  the  story  of 
Christian  missions  among  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans.  including  what  Christian  groups 
are  presently  at  work  among  Native 
Americans.” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


"We  regret  that  the  curriculum  com¬ 
mittee  has  made  its  decision  because 
that  means  the  little  bit  of  mission  edu¬ 
cation  emphasis  in  our  church  school 
materials  will  disappear,”  she  said. 

She  said  the  ecumenical  series  has 
been  almost  the  only  mission  material 
approved  for  church  school. 

Despite  impressive  educational  efforts 
by  United  Methodist  Women  through  the 
years,  the  denomination  is  full  of  "mis¬ 
sion  illiterates,"  she  told  the  Reporter. 

The  curriculum  committee's  actions 
threaten  to  worsen  the  mission  illitera¬ 
cy,  she  said. 

Predecessor  agencies  to  the  Boards  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Discipleship  used 
to  work  together  on  mission  curriculum 
that  supplemented  the  ecumenical  stud¬ 
ies,  Ms.  Thompson  said. 

The  1972  General  Conference  gave  the 
task  entirely  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
without  providing  funding.  Since  then, 
Ms.  Thompson  said,  reference  to  mis¬ 
sions  in  church  curriculum  has  virtually 
disappeared  except  for  the  ecumenical 
study  books. 

Past  generations  had  a  clear  under¬ 
standing  of  the  worldwide  Christian 
community  that  is  not  present  in  the 
same  way  among  United  Methodists  to¬ 
day,  she  said. 

Ms.  Thompson  said  she  is  pleased  to 
have  begun  working  with  the  curriculum 
committee  on  some  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  mission  material  for  youth.  That  ma¬ 
terial  may  be  ready  early  next  year,  she 
said. 

The  ecumenical  mission  study  series 
books  are  published  by  Friendship  Press 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
New  York  City. 

Topics,  authors  and  outlines  for  the 
books  are  approved  by  a  committee  with 
representatives  from  25  denominations. 

United  Methodist  representatives, 
coming  as  they  do  from  different  agen¬ 
cies,  appear  to  have  differing  views 
about  the  study  books,  the  Reporter 
found. 

Dr.  Young  said  the  Curriculum  Re¬ 
sources  Committee’s  two  representa¬ 


tives  have  been  instructed  to  seek 
vigorously  to  have  the  Friendship  Press 
study  books  represent  a  multiplicity  of 
responsible  Christian  points  of  view 
about  whatever  subjects  or  topics  are 
addressed. 

But  Global  Ministries  officials  said 
they  have  not  considered  joining  the  cur¬ 
riculum  committee’s  crusade  and  re¬ 
main  satisfied  with  the  current  style  of 
the  books. 

They  said  Global  Ministries  remains 
committed  to  the  ecumenical  series. 

Style  decision  an  ecumenical  one 

The  Rev.  Ward  Kaiser,  staff  executive 
for  the  Friendship  Press  books,  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  the  multiple-point-of-view 
style  of  study  of  the  United  Methodist 
curriculum  committee  differs  from  the 
Friendship  Press  emphasis.  He  said  the 
books  are  not  intended  to  give  a  total 
overview  of  a  topic  but  to  present  the 
"cutting-edge  thinking”  on  an  issue. 

Leaders  of  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en— whose  members  account  for  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  ecumenical 
Friendship  Press’s  sales— also  have  re¬ 
jected  the  suggestion  that  the  books 
should  balance  different  perspectives. 

Points  of  view  different  from  the 
study  books’  are  readily  available 
through  the  newspapers  and  magazines 
commonly  read  by  the  people  involved  in 
the  studies,  they  said. 

Missions  officials  also  point  out  that 
some  of  the  information  people  say  is 
missing  in  the  books  can  be  found  in  arti¬ 
cles  published  as  supplemental  material 
in  Global  Ministries’  two  magazines,  Re¬ 
sponse  and  New  World  Outlook. 

Ms.  Thompson  said:  “The  themes  and 
materials  never  satisfy  all  the  constitu¬ 
ent  members  of  the  Friendship  Press 
family.  But  in  an  ecumenical  process, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  give  and  take.” 

Dr.  Young  said  he  believes  the  UM 
curriculum  committee  has  a  chance  of 
success  on  the  Friendship  Press  commit¬ 
tee  because  the  pluralistic  style  of  study 
advocated  by  his  committee  is  better 
suited  for  an  ecumenical  audience. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— The  president  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  has  sent  letters  to 
the  school’s  alumni  offering  “back¬ 
ground  and  reflections”  on  the  school’s 
latest  recruiting  rules  violations  and  re¬ 
sulting  sanctions  by  the  National  Colle¬ 
giate  Athletic  Association. 

In  the  letter,  President  Donald  Shields 
elaborated  on  several  points  reported 
earlier  (see  UMR,  Sept.  6).  He: 

•Told  alumni  that  “what  was  done  in 
SMU’s  name  in  breaking  National  Colle¬ 
giate  Athletic  Association  rules  is  totally 
unacceptable  and  has  brought  embar¬ 
rassment  to  the  university." 

•Outlined  actions  taken  to  prevent 
SMU  from  violating  NCAA  rules  again 
(it  has  been  punished  six  times  since 
1958). 

•Said  the  severe  penalties  levied 
against  SMU  were  “expected  and  ac¬ 
cepted." 

•Said  SMU  will  encourage  and  help 
the  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Associa¬ 
tion  to  investigate  other  schools  for  vio¬ 
lations,  but  “at  no  time  have  we 
suggested  that  the  wrongdoings  of  other 
institutions  somehow  justify  our  own 
misdeeds.” 

•Asked  alumni  to  keep  the  athletic 
problems  in  the  perspective  of  a  univer¬ 
sity  otherwise  achieving  high  standards. 

•Asked  alumni  to  rededicate  them¬ 
selves  to  the  “values  which  have  made 
our  university  strong.” 

Some  alumni  boosters  of  SMU’s  foot¬ 
ball  team  were  at  the  center  of  recruit¬ 
ing  violations  that  recently  led  to  SMU’s 
being  hit  with  the  most  severe  penalties 
in  college  sports  history. 

SMU  is  the  fourth  largest  of  128  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  schools  and  is 
unique  in  that  one  of  the  church’s  five  ju¬ 
risdictional  conferences  —  the  South  Cen- 
tral— has  ownership  of  and  the  right  of 
control  over  the  university. 

President  Shields  wrote  to  alumni  that 
the  35  recently  announced  sports  viola¬ 
tions  ranged  from  the  “unconscionable 
to  the  highly  technical.” 


Statement  of  the 
College  of  Bishops 
South  Central  Jurisdiction 
United  Methodist  Church 
Sept.  12, 1985 

"We  commend  the  recent  state¬ 
ment  made  by  President  Shields  to 
the  alumni  and  friends  of  SMU  re¬ 
garding  the  NCAA  sanctions  of  the 
football  program  of  the  university. 

“His  statement  expressing  the  uni 
versity’s  embarassment  reflects  our 
own  deep  regret  for  this  violation  of 
NCAA  regulations  and  the  universi¬ 
ty's  commitment  to  integrity  and  high 
ethical  standards  in  all  its  relation¬ 
ships.  We  especially  commend  him 
and  express  our  full  confidence  in  his 
leadership  of  the  university  which  is 
extremely  important  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  people. 

“We  have  reviewed  current  actions 
of  the  president  and  the  Board  of 
Governors  and  believe  that  proper 
steps  are  underway  to  correct  the 
causes  of  the  infractions.  We  are  par¬ 
ticularly  impressed  by  the  immediate 
acts  of  compliance  which  have  al¬ 
ready  been  initiated,  and  the  assur¬ 
ance  of  aggressive  observance  of  both 
spirit  and  letter  of  NCAA  rules. 

“As  bishops  of  the  church  and  trust¬ 
ees,  we  pledge  our  continued  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  future  implementation  of 
these  actions.  While  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  is  regrettable,  United  Method¬ 
ists  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  great 
accomplishments  of  this  institution. 
We  are  proud  of  the  richness  and  va¬ 
riety  of  the  academic  programs  and 
the  contribution  which  SMU  makes  to 
the  world.” 


two  assistant  coaches  and  subsequently 
fired  one  for  violating  rules  SMU  had  es¬ 
tablished  before  the  imposition  of  the 
NCAA  sanctions. 


Keep  athletics  in  perspective 

But  he  asked  alumni  to  keep  the  ath¬ 
letic  problem  in  perspective:  “The  life  of 
SMU,  its  values  and  central  purposes  are 
unimpeded. 

"Virtually  all  of  these  violations  were 
associated  with  the  activities  of  a  very 
limited  number  (nine)  of  our  football 
program  boosters.  It  was  not  an  ‘alumni 
problem,’  and  we  recognized  that  from 
the  beginning. 

"In  addition,  it  is  important  to  note 
that  these  violations  involved  no  breach 
of  law,  that  they  did  not  violate  the  aca¬ 
demic  integrity  of  the  university  and 
that  they  did  not  centrally  involve  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  athletic  staff.  Significantly, 
of  the  many  student  athletes  now  com¬ 
peting  on  our  intercollegiate  football 
squad,  not  one  was  implicated  in  the 
NCAA  findings.” 

Among  corrective  actions,  President 
Shields  said  SMU  has: 

•  Disassociated  six  boosters  from  the 
athletic  program,  four  permanently. 
Three  others  have  been  temporarily 
barred  from  recruiting. 

•  Substantially  reduced  the  salaries  of 


Journey  to  the  Holy  Land 

Randel  and  Ruth  Butler  of  Travis  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas,  are  the  tour  hosts  for  a  tra¬ 
vel/study  program  to  the  Holy  Land 
with  Educational  Opportunities  Inc. 
Join  us  on  this  exciting  and  unusual 
journey  to  the  Holy  Land.  Ten  days 
from  New  York  at  the  low  cost  of 
$1,098  Departure  date  is  Jan.  20,  1986. 
Optional  extensions  Two  CEUs  are  of¬ 
fered  Cali  (512)  226-8341. 


Hymnal  committee  meets 
with  Wesleyan  authorities 

DALLAS  (UMNS)  — Consultants  to 
United  Methodism's  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  are  reviewing  hymns  by 
John  and  Charles  Wesley  and  other  his¬ 
toric  authors  for  guidance  in  drafting  the 
next  United  Methodist  hymnal  and  wor¬ 
ship  book. 

The  first  of  three  consultations  to 
study  hymns  by  the  Wesleys  and  others 
met  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas  Sept.  12.  The  purpose,  said  hym¬ 
nal  editor  Carlton  R.  Young,  is  to  review 
the  nearly  9,000  texts  composed  by  John 
and  Charles  Wesley  (including  about  80 
texts  in  the  present  Book  of  Hymns). 

The  consultations,  which  include  theo¬ 
logians  and  members  of  the  25-member 
revision  committee,  will  suggest  addi¬ 
tions  and  deletion  of  texts  based  on  stud¬ 
ies  of  Wesleyan  theology  and  the  needs 
of  modern  United  Methodist  Christians. 
The  committee  is  to  present  a  proposed 
new  hymnal  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Car  accident  kills 
district  superintendent 

OLEAN,  N.Y.  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Bar¬ 
bara  McCagg  Maines,  first  womin  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  Western  New 
York  Annual  Conference,  was  killed  in 
an  automobile  accident  Sept.  10.  She  was 
62. 

Her  husband,  Harry,  who  was  also  in 
the  car,  sustained  injuries  and  was  hospi¬ 
talized  in  Medina.  The  two  occupants  of 
the  other  car,  a  boy,  17,  and  a  girl,  16, 
were  treated  and  released. 

Ms.  Maines  was  ordained  in  1979  and 
became  superintendent  of  the  Olean  Dis¬ 
trict  in  1983. 

Workshops  for  health  care 
professionals  scheduled 

DAYTON.  Ohio  (UMNS)— Two  concur¬ 
rent  workshops  for  health  care  profes¬ 
sionals,  Sept.29-Oct.  2  in  Galveston. 
Texas,  have  been  announced  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries. 

“Corporate  Restructure  as  a  Strategic 


the  church  today 


Planning  Mechanism:  Is  It  for  You?”— 
sponsored  by  the  association’s  Aging 
Section -is  designed  for  administrators, 
trustees,  long-range  planners  and  legal 
counsel  for  homes  for  the  aging. 

The  other  workshop,  ‘‘Enhancing 
Quality  of  Life  as  a  Care  Team”  is  de¬ 
signed  for  personnel  involved  in  long¬ 
term  care  and  social  and  activity  work 
in  health  and  welfare  institutions. 

International  groups  look 
at  theology  of  mission 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  content  of 
Christian  witness  and  the  context  for 
evangelism  and  service  were  examined 
in  variety  and  depth  at  two  international 
consultations  on  theology  of  mission  held 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  during  August. 

The  first  consultation  convened  in 
Harare,  Zimbabwe,  Aug.  11-13  and  the 
second,  near  Zurich,  Switzerland  Aug. 
26-28.  The  two  colloquies  were  the  first 
of  eight  to  be  held  on  five  continents  to 
garner  information,  opinion  and  experi¬ 
ences  for  use  in  developing  a  board 
statement  on  the  theology  of  mission. 

Other  consultations  this  year  are  in 
Singapore  (Nov.  6-8)  and  Omaha,  Neb. 
(Nov.  18-21).  Plans  for  a  Latin  American 
consultation  in  late  November  or  early 
December  have  not  been  completed. 
Three  consultations  next  year  are  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (Jan.  13-16);  Memphis, 
Tenn.  (Jan.  27-29);  and  San  Francisco 
(March  17-19). 

Wife  of  Global  Ministries 
staffer  object  of  wide  search 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)-Barbara  Buck 
Newman.  55,  wife  of  a  field  representa¬ 
tive  for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  has  been  the  object  of 
a  massive  police  search  in  western 
North  Carolina  since  she  disappeared 
from  her  home  in  Atlanta  in  early  Sep¬ 
tember. 

The  wife  of  Harry  A.  Newman,  who 
represents  the  board  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction.  Ms.  Newman  was  last  seen 
the  evening  of  Sept.  4.  sitting  on  the  steps 
of  the  library  in  Kings  Mountain,  N.C. 


Three  days  later  the  sheriff  of  Cleveland 
County  (N.C.)  found  her  purse  four  or 
five  miles  from  town  on  Highway  74.  In 
it  was  her  identification,  glasses  and  $85. 
Ms.  Newman  was  about  to  begin  her  se¬ 
nior  year  at  Candler  School  of  Theology 
in  Atlanta.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  were 
missionaries  to  Bolivia  for  the  Global 
Ministries  board  from  1968  to  1976. 


•  Established  “clear  guidelines  rela¬ 
tive  to  absolute  compliance  with  NCAA 
rules  and  regulations  for  everyone  asso¬ 
ciated  with  our  athletic  programs.  Any 
deviation  by  any  person  will  result  in  the 
severest  action,  as  has  been  demonstrat¬ 
ed  recently.” 

Because  of  past  problems,  he  said,  • 
SMU  already  had  “stringent  restric¬ 
tions  on  alumni  boosters  concerning 
such  things  as  their  appearance  at  foot¬ 
ball  practices. 

The  Reporter  earlier  talked  with  sev¬ 
en  of  the  10  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
bishops  (see  UMR,  Sept.  6).  All  10  sit  on 
SMU  s  board  of  trustees.  Among  the 
bishops'  responses  were  expressions  of 
frustration  over  the  seemihg  inability  to 
maintain  an  ethical  climate  around  the 
SMU  football  program,  concern  about 
whether  alumni  got  a  clear  understand¬ 
ing  of  church-supported  values  while  stu¬ 
dents  and  confidence  in  Dr.  Shields' 
leadership. 

Bishops  issue  statement 

After  receiving  Dr.  Shields’  letter  to 
alumni,  the  bishops  jointly  released  a 
statement  commending  the  letter  and 
expressing  confidence  in  his  leadership 
(see  box). 

Dr.  Shields'  letter  to  alumni  did  not 
specifically  mention  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  or  SMU’s  church  connection 
but  spoke  of  the  importance  of  “value- 
oriented  education.”  He  noted  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  recent  addition  of  two  endowed 
chairs  of  ethics  and  human  values  as  a 
"reflection  of  the  importance  we  place 
on  this  subject  in  all  aspects  of  universi¬ 
ty  life.” 

But  just  the  presence  oi  inese  chairs 
is  not  enough,"  the  president  said.  “All  of 
us— faculty,  students,  alumni  and  uni¬ 
versity  administrators— need  to  rededi¬ 
cate  ourselves  to  the  values  which  have 
made  our  university  strong.” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  |1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion  |25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

LIBRARY  DIRECTOR— Current  opening  for  di¬ 
rector  of  theological  research  library/rare  book 
repository  of  major  university.  Faculty  status, 
salary  competitive,  comparable  library  experi¬ 
ence  highly  desirable.  Resumes  to  Dr  Leroy  T. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  2,500-member  church  with  large,  active  church 
school.  Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  Oct.  1, 
Send  resume  to  Curt  Olson,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.  O.  Box  707,  Longview,  TX  75606. 

Howe,  chair,  The  Bridwell  Library  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M.U.,  Dallas, 
TX  75275,  by  Nov.  1,  1985.  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Title  IX/Affirma- 
tive  Action  employer. 

WANTED:  CLINICAL  CHAPLAIN- Wyoming 

State  Penitentiary,  Rawlings,  WY,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Wyoming  Church  Coalition.  Full-time  po¬ 
sition  includes  administration  and  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination,  clinical  and  pastoral  counseling  and 
care,  interpretation  to  churches  and  communities. 
Some  travel  required.  Compensation  range 
$25,000-27,000  total  package.  Qualifications  and 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  current  giving 
sought  by  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference. 
Christian  stewardship  resource  person  to  local 
churches,  institutions,  boards  and  agencies,  with 
emphasis  on  development  of  programs  to  increase 
current  financial  giving.  Salary  up  to  $30,000.  Send 
resume  to  Conrad  Page  Jr..  451  Valley  Road,  Et- 
ters.  PA  17319.  Oct  31  deadline 

requirements:  ordination  and  current  standing  in  a 
national  religious  denomination;  certification  or 
fellow  status  by  a  recognized  professional  chap¬ 
laincy  organization  is  preferred,  not  required;  in¬ 
stitutional  chaplaincy  experience  preferred  Send 

SKI  COLORADO!  Condominium  for  rent  in  beauti¬ 

ful  mountain  village  of  Breckenridge.  Walk  to 
lifts,  restaurants,  shopping.  Sleeps  6.  Lowest  rates 
available  Please  call  early  to  reserve.  (303)  770- 
4750. 

phy,  P  O  Box  484,  Lander,  WY  82520.  Application 
must  be  received  by  Nov.  8.  1985,  for  a  starting 
date  of  Jan.  1, 1986  Equal  opportunity  employer. 

FIFTEEN  11 -FOOT  PEWS,  seat  100  adults.  Blue- 

green  padded  seats  and  backs,  light  oak  trim.  $100 
each  plus  shipping.  Call  (305)  746-8116.  Del  Coyle. 

SUSANNA  WESLEY  UNITED  METHODIST 

.  Church  is  seeking  administrative  assistant  to  work 
with  pastor  in  membership  assimilation,  visita¬ 
tion.  Christian  education  Successful  applicant 
should  possess  college  degree  with  emphasis  in 
theology,  education,  social  work  or  comparable 
field.  Prefer  1-2  years  ministry  experience  Indi¬ 
vidual  must  express  creativity,  have  beliefs  com¬ 
patible  with  United  Methodist  theology.  Direct 
applications  to  Rev  Susan  Mitchell,  7220  Asbury 
Drive,  Topeka,  KS  66614  EOE  M  F  H 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR.  CCOM,  PNW  Confer¬ 
ence,  Focus  on  discipleship  ministries  with  empha¬ 
sis  on  camping,  youth  and  education.  Equal 
opportunity,  affirmative  action  employer  Contact 
Edgar  Hersh.  2112  3rd  Ave„  Suite  300,  Seattle,  WA 
98121  1 

FOR  SALE:  50  gold  choir  robes  and  50  dark  green 

choir  robes  Please  call  (214)  324-3661  for  more  in¬ 
formation 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  4  Young  Adult  Minis- 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists,  friends 

and  families:  It’s  time  for  Affirmation.  Write  P  O 
Box  1021,  Evanston.  IL  60204 

tries  Ful|-time  position  Will  include  some  respon¬ 
sibility  for  church  school  program,  recruitment 
and  training.  Serve  as  resource  person  for  entire 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /Pro¬ 

gram  1.100-member  church  seeking  director  o( 
program  and  Christian  education  with  interest  in 
youth  ministry.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  qualifi¬ 
cations  and  experience.  Prefer  at  least  certifica- 

located  in  northern  suburbs  of  Washington.  D.C 
Send  resume  by  Nov  15.  1985.  to  Dr  Joe  D.  Ser- 
gent.  pastor.  Millian  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  13016  Parkland  Drive,  Rockville.  MD 
20853  For  further  information,  call  (301)  946-2500. 

NE  Vivion  Road.  Kansas  City,  MO  641  lT  Phone 
(816)  452-2939  ! 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 

Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138.  Waynesville 

NC  28786.  (704)627-6067 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  educa¬ 
tion— Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  Mesa,  AZ 

and  experience  required.  Responsible  for  children, 
youth  and  adult  ministries  Salary  and  benefits 
competitive.  Position  available  immediately  Send 
resume  to  Dr  C  Edwin  Daniel.  2024  E.  University 
Drive,  Mesa.  AZ 85203.  <602  )  964-8747.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
at  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  LA. 

1,300  members  Salary  negotiable.  Position  avail¬ 
able  Immediately  Send  resume  to  the  Rev  W. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  1901  Lexington.  Monroe.  LA  71201. 

SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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An  audience  of  Methodist  Ministers  in  the  Shreveport  area  viewing  the  telecast. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘Thanks  Delta’ 


In  August  I  had  to  go  to  Washington 
for  a  committee  meeting  and  return 
by  way  of  Shreveport  to  speak  at  a 
seminar.  My  plane  reservations  en¬ 
abled  me  to  make  both  meetings  but 
just  barely. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  Delta  flight 
No.  350  was  delayed  an  hour  in  leav¬ 
ing  Washington  which  made  it  virtu¬ 
ally  impossible  to  make  the  plane 
change  in  Atlanta.  However,  there 
was  nothing  I  could  do  about  it  and  I 
learned  long  ago  to  carry  my  paja¬ 
mas  and  razor  with  me  on  board  in  a 
flight  bag.  I  tried  not  to  imagine  how 
or  when  I  would  ever  see  my  checked 
luggage. 

On  the  flight  to  Atlanta  the  pilot 
and  stewardesses  kept  assuring  us 
that  they  would  make  every  effort  to 
hold  up  our  connecting  flights.  I  ap¬ 
preciated  their  compassion  but  doubt¬ 
ed  that  they  could  deliver.  I  had  had 
fifty  minutes  to  make  my  flight  to 
Shreveport  and  we  were  already 
more  than  an  hour  late. 

However,  when  the  plane  touched 
down  in  Atlanta,  the  pilot  announced 
that  those  with  connecting  flights 
were  to  deplane  as  fast  as  possible 
and  follow  the  directions  of  the  Delta 
personnel  stationed  just  outside  the 
parked  airplane. 

As  I  walked  into  the  waiting  area  a 
man  with  Delta  asked  my  destination 
and  instructed  me  to  walk  to  the 
nearest  exit,  go  through  the  door, 
down  the  steps  and  out  on  to  the  tar- 
mac  where  Delta  station  wagons 
would  be  waiting.  Sure  enough,  a 
driver  was  waiting  to  open  the  locked 
door  from  the  terminal  and  put  me  in 
a  station  wagon.  He  then  sped  me 
across  the  runway,  while  dodging 


planes  and  trucks  and  baggage  cars. 
On  the  other  side  I  got  out  of  the  car, 
someone  opened  the  locked  door  into 
the  terminal  and  directed  me  up  the 
steps  to  my  waiting  plane.  I  arrived 
in  Shreveport  only  about  45  minutes 
late  and  in  plenty  of  time  to  give  my 
address  to  the  seminar. 

I  have  logged  a  few  thousand  miles 
on  airplanes  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  world.  I  have  experienced  my 
share  of  the  discourtesies  that  occur 
and  have  been  rewarded  with  some  of 
the  most  courteous  people  I  have  ever 
met.  However,  at  no  time  have  I  ever 
known  such  "customer  first  service” 
as  that  accorded  me  by  Delta. 

The  experts  say  that  Delta  is  one  of 
the  two  best  managed  airlines  in  the 
world  and  Delta  management  teaches 
employees  that  the  customer  always 
comes  first. 

It  is  a  lesson  that  every  congrega¬ 
tion,  every  layperson  and  every  pas¬ 
tor  should  know.  When  we  put  the 
"customer  first”  we  give  visible  evi¬ 
dence  of  our  commitment  to  what  Je¬ 
sus  taught  about  the  primacy  of 
people. 

In  the  Louisiana  Conference  “our 
business  is  people”  —  God’s  people, 
and  also  the  Godless  people.  If  we 
will  truly  love  people  enough  to  put 
them  first  a  lot  of  questions  about 
theology  and  worship  and  ethics  and 
administration  will  already  be  an- 
,  .syered. 

Thanks  Delta,  and  the  next  time  I 
fly,  it  will  be  with  the  airline  that 
puts  people  first. 


Dillard  University  Celebrates  The 
Episcopacy  of  Bishop  Underwood 


An  ecumenical  convocation  in  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  episcopacy  of  Bishop  Wal¬ 
ter  L.  Underwood  and  United  Methodism 
in  Louisiana  will  be  held  October  6th  at 
4:00  p.m.  in  Lawless  Memorial  Chapel  at 
Dillard  University. 

In  making  the  announcement  of  the 
convocation,  President  Samuel  DuBois 
Cook  referred  to  the  University’s  histori¬ 
cal  relationship  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  its  continuing  support  by  the 
church.  Dillard’s  forerunner,  New  Or¬ 
leans  University,  was  founded  in  1869  by 
the  Freeman’s  Aid  Society  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  A  large  portion  of  Dillard’s 
operating  budget  comes  from  the 
Church. 


"The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  extraordinarily  generous  to  us,”  Dr. 
Cook  said.  The  convocation  will  dramati¬ 
cally  illustrate  just  how  much  Dillard 
values  and  covets  that  relationship. 

The  convocation  will  be  ecumenical, 
with  representatives  from  various  reli¬ 
gious  denominations  and  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches. 
Bishop  Underwood  will  speak  and 
preach.  There  will  also  be  a  procession 
composed  of  United  Methodist  Church 
ministers  in  Louisiana,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  cabinet  in  Louisiana,  representa¬ 
tives  of  other  church  denominations,  and 
lay  people. 


— Deaths — 


Rev.  Frank  Clemons  Lankford  of  Rus- 
ton,  La.  died  on  September  17,  1985  at 
the  age  of  76.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Dorothy  Jeannette  Lankford. 


Rev.  Luman  E.  Douglas  of  Baton 
Rouge,  died  on  September  12, 1985  at  the 
age  of  75.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  El¬ 
eanor  K.  Douglas. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


The  Youth  Department  of  Ingleside 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  present  a 
film  series,  “How  to  Really  Love 
Your  Teenager,”  starting  October  6th. 
The  series  includes  four  films  which 
will  be  shown  each  Sunday  for  four 
weeks.  Rev.  Fred  0.  Shirley  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Shreveport, 
sponsored  a  special  course  entitled, 
"Major  League  Methodism”  during 
the  month  of  September.  The  last  se¬ 
ries,  ‘‘Playing  Ball,"  will  be  held  on 
September  29th.  The  pastor,  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Simmons,  led  the  series. 

Southern  Pacific  Transportation 
Co.  with  Mrs.  Adelaide  Lohrke  have 
set  up  a  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund 
at  Boston  University  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Lohrke’s  late 
husband,  Eugene  Stanley  Lohrke.  The 
Memorial  Fund  is  now  endowed  and  a 
student  from  the  New  Mexico  Confer¬ 
ence  is  receiving  financial  aid  during 
this  academic  year  (1985-1986.)  This 
scholarship  is  available  to  any  stu¬ 
dent,  from  any  Conference,  who  is  en¬ 
tering  the  ministry. 


The  FUMC,  Ponchatoula  held  a 
Teacher  Appreciation  Banquet  on  Sep¬ 
tember  25th.  The  speaker  for  the 
evening  was  Rev.  James  Evans,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  New  Orleans. 
Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  pastor  of 
FUMC,  Ponchatoula. 

*  *  * 

The  FUMC,  Haynesville  recently 
held  a  special  Family  Night  covered 
dish  fellowship  hour.  A  special  pro¬ 
gram  was  provided.  Rev.  George  A. 
McVay  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

FUMC,  Many  held  a  "Family  Out¬ 
ing  At  Southern  Leisure”  on  Septem¬ 
ber  29th.  Activities  included  games, 
food  and  fellowship.  The  chairperson 
was  Kenneth  Ammons.  Rev.  Louis  M. 
Coppage,  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

Bishop  Underwood  gave  the  keynote 
address  for  the  Capital  Area  United 
Way  1985  Annual  Campaign  Luncheon 
on  September  17th.  The  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Great  Hall  at  the  Bellmont 
Hotel  in  Baton  Rouge  with  over  900 
workers  in  attendance. 


TV  Enters  Arena  of 


Clergy  Training 


By  jan  McDonald/ 
State-Times  Church  Editor 
Baton  Rouge 

Louisiana  Methodists  started  last  week 
paving  the  way  for  a  new  era  in  church 
leader  training,  one  which  involves 
state-of-the-art  television  equipment  and 
top-notch  experts  in  their  fields. 

The  pilot  program,  broadcast  from  the 
studios  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  was  beamed  to  the 
Weststar  4  communications  satellite. 
From  there  it  was  picked  up  at  various 
points  in  the  state  where  about  450  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
gathered  for  the  four-hour  training  ses¬ 
sion. 

But  it  was  not  limited  to  Louisiana 
alone.  Because  of  the  estimated  1  million 
satellite  dishes  in  the  United  States,  the 
conference  was  open  to  anyone  having 
access  to  such  a  receiver. 

Walter  Underwood,  bishop  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference,  said  one  man  called 
from  the  Midwest  during  the  show.  He 
tuned  in  after  the  program  started, 
wanted  to  know  what  it  was  and  said  he 
was  going  to  continue  watching  it. 

“It”  was  the  first  in  a  series  of  pro¬ 
grams  planned  by  the  conference  to  pro¬ 
vide  quality  continuing  education  for 
clergy,  said  Underwood. 

Until  now  each  of  the  nine  districts  in 
the  state  provided  its  own  training,  but 
the  quality  of  the  training  provided  often 
was  inconsistent.  This  new  project  com¬ 
bines  the  resources  of  all  the  districts. 


Speaking  for  the  first  program  was 
Somers  White,  one  of  the  foremost  man¬ 
agement  consultants  in  the  United 
States,  said  Underwood,  and  often  called 
on  by  business  firms  around  the  world. 
His  topic  of  "Management  Effective¬ 
ness”  had  as  its  theme,  "How  to  do  twice 
the  work  in  half  the  time.” 

White  never  before  had  spoken  to  an 
audience  solely  composed  of  clergy.  Un¬ 
derwood  said  this  project  opened  new 
avenues  for  the  speaker  as  well  as  for 
the  conference.  Many  of  White’s  man¬ 
agement  techniques,  however,  are 
adaptable  to  clergy,  and  having  six 
months  to  prepare  for  the  broadcast, 
White  tailored  his  comments  to  his  audi¬ 
ence’s  needs. 

The  program  had  a  live  audience  in 
Shreveport,  but  other  ministers  through¬ 
out  the  state  were  able  to  ask  questions 
directly  of  the  speaker  during  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Underwood  advised  his  46  fellow  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishops  of  the  program  and 
encouraged  them  to  tune  in.  He  is  hoping 
that  other  conferences  will  join  with 
Louisiana  to  provide  even  more  quality 
training  for  all  church  personnel. 

He  envisions  such  quality  program¬ 
ming  to  be  available  to  clergy  all  over 
the  world. 

In  planning  the  series,  Underwood  said 
a  design  team  was  set  up  to  find  out 
where  help  was  needed  and  avoid 
themes  which  already  are  handled  in  the 
seminaries.  The  final  step  was  to  identi¬ 


fy  the  best  person  in  the  country  to  cover 
each  topic. 

The  second  in  the  series  to  be  broad¬ 
cast,  scheduled  Nov.  25,  will  feature 
Robert  Paul  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  will 
focus  on  time  management. 

Preliminary  response  to  the  pilot  pro¬ 
gram  was  “fantastic,”  said  Underwood, 
especially  from  the  live  audience  in 
Shreveport.  The  ministers  gathering  in 


other  parts  of  the  state  lacked  that  feel¬ 
ing  of  spontaneity  and  that  will  be 
worked  on  before  the  next  program,  he 
said. 

Other  speakers  planned  for  the  clergy 
training  include  Speed  Leas  of  New  York 
City  on  conflict  management  and  Mar¬ 
lene  Wilson  of  Denver  on  volunteer  man¬ 
agement. 


Bishop  Underwood  welcomes  Dr. 
Somers  H.  White  to  the  Alternate  View 
Network  (AVN)  studios  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 


Jack  Easterwood,  Chief  Engineer  for 
AVN,  readies  the  equipment  for  the  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  Event  on  satellite. 

(ALL  PHOTOS  BY  DON  McDOWELL) 


‘Council  On  Ministries  1990  —  Search  for  Excellence’ 

Conference  Leaders  To  Hold  Annual  Planning  Event 


On  Friday,  October  11th,  program 
planners  from  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  gather  at  First  Church, 
Alexandria,  for  the  task  of  establishing 
pregfaTn^Tprojects  and  priorities  for  the' 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  the 
years  ahead.  This  meeting  has  become 
known  as  the  Annual  Program  Planning 
Event  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  and  involves  more  than  60  persons 
who  are  members  of  this  Council,  both 
laity  and  clergy. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  event  is, 
"Council  on  Ministries  1990  —  Search  for 
Excellence.”  The  morning  session,  which 
begins  at  10:00  a.m.,  will  be  a  futuring 
and  strategizing  session  led  by  Dr.  Bar¬ 


rie  Richardson,  Dean  of  the  School  of 
Business  at  Centenary  College. 

Dr.  Richardson  has 
agement  consultant  for  more 
years,  working  with  industry  and  busi¬ 
ness  in  helping  them  to  evaluate  their 
needs  and  to  accomplish  their  goals  and 
purposes.  He  has  just  recently  been  in¬ 
stalled  as  the  Samuel  Guy  Sample  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Business  Administration  at 
Centenary  College. 

The  afternoon  session  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries  will  be  given  over  to  hear¬ 
ing  reports  from  various  committies  re¬ 
garding  their  work.  Following  this  Dr. 


Braden  will  lead  the  group  in  program 
coordinating.  It  is  during  this  time  that 
the  various  chairpersons  of  the  boards 


the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

The  day’s  activities  will  be  led  by  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Simmons,  Chairperson  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  All  members  of  the  Conference 
boards  and  agencies,  as  well  as  District 
Representatives  for  the  nine  districts  of 
the  Conference,  will  be  attending  this 
session  of  the  Council  on  Ministries  and 
working  together  for  the  planning  and 
the  implementation  of  programs  deemed 
helpful  to  the  churches  of  Louisiana. 


Dr.  Barrie  Richardson 


Bishop  Underwood  Dedicates 


District  Sunday  School  Teachers 


Pictured  above,  left  to  right  are:  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Rev.  Doug  de  Graffenreid,  Bish¬ 
op  Walter  Underwood,  Rev.  Bill  Blakely  and  Rev.  Larry  Lewis. 


First  UMC,  Alexandria  In  COM  Retreat 

Over  seventy  five  persons  gathered  Sun¬ 
day,  September  15th,  for  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  COM  planning  event.  Represented 
were  youth,  young  adults,  adults,  new 
members,  long  time  members,  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  COM  and  Administrative 
Board. 

Kent  Kilbourne  set  the  tone  for  the 
event  with  some  fun  and  sharing.  Tracy 
Arnold  led  the  group  in  projecting  possi¬ 
ble  goals.  John  Braden  then  assisted  the 
group  in  setting  priorities.  Following 
this,  each  person  went  to  an  assigned 
planning  group  in  which  the  goals  and 
priorities  were  developed  into  action 
plans.  These  were  then  reported  back  to 
the  larger  group. 

All  this  was  done  in  three  and  a  half 
hours!  Youth  pin  up  program  proposals. 


A  Message  From  A  Layman 

‘What’s  Right  With  The  United  Methodist  Church’ 


Sunday  evening,  September  8,  1985, 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood  led  the  New 
Orleans  Houma  District  in  their  Church 
School  Rally  night.  The  service  was  held 
at  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  Special  music  was  provid¬ 
ed  by  a  combined  youth  choir  from  sev¬ 
eral  churches  in  the  District.  Larry 
Lewis,  the  Director  of  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion  at  Gretna  UMC,  gave  a  report  on  the 
good  happenings  in  the  church  schools  in 
our  District.  The  Bishop  was  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker.  Rather  than  preaching,  he 
"spoke  from  the  heart"  on  the  impor¬ 


tance  of  the  church  school  in  the  life  of 
the  individual  as  well  as  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 

Following  his  message,  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  led  in  a  service  of  teacher  and 
worker  dedication.  The  evening  conclud¬ 
ed  with  a  reception  given  in  honor  of  the 
teachers. 

Pictured  here  with  Aurora’s  senior 
pastor,  W.O.  Lynch,  are  the  participants 
in  the  worship  service:  Rev.  Doug  de 
Graffenreid,  Bishop  Underwood,  District 
Superintendent  Bill  Blakely,  and  Larry 
Lewis. 


A  lot  has  been  written  lately  about 
what’s  wrong  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  I  like  to  think  about  what’s  right 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church,  such 
as: 

1.  Its  service  to  humanity  by  meeting 
the  needs  of  humanity  through  Pastoral 
Counseling,  Lay  programs  —  UMW,  UMM, 
Prayer  Groups,  and  other  church  spon¬ 
sored  events. 

2.  Education  —  by  teaching  children, 
youth,  and  adults  how  to  live  life  to  its 
fullest.  The  business  of  the  church  is  to 
teach  the  Christian  Faith  and  it  is  doing 
that.  In  the  game  of  life,  too  many  of  us 
are  playing  ‘Trivia  Pursuit.’  We  can 
change  through  Christian  Education. 

3.  Mission  of  the  Church  —  John  Wesley 
said  ‘The  World  Is  My  Parish.’  Jesus  told 
his  followers  ‘to  go  into  all  the  world.’ 
We  are  our  brother’s  keeper.  We  give  to 
world  service  for  the  world's  humanity. 
The  church  is  on  nobody’s  side,  but  hu¬ 
manity’s  side. 

4.  Jesus:  Our  faith  in  Christ  is  wnai  * 


right  with  our  church.  Jesus  said  ‘Thou 
art  Peter  and  upon  this  rock  (faith)  I  will 
build  my  church  and  the  gates  of  hell 
shall  not  prevail  against  it.’  If  we  ever 
leave  this  rock,  then  we  can’t  serve 
enough  suppers,  play  enough  games,  or 
have  enough  parties  to  save  the  world  or 
even  ourselves.  There  are  enough  Chris¬ 
tians  to  save  the  world  if  we  are  Chris¬ 
tian  enough. 

O.W.  (Red)  Marrs 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70802 


Important  Announcement 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  and  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
have  designated  Sunday,  October  13th,  as  the  day  for  Louisiana  Methodists  to 
receive  a  special  offering  for  Mexican  earthquake  relief. 

Church  treasurers,  please  mark  monies  for  Mexico  Disaster  Fund,  No.  523- 
5002,  and  send  on  monthly  remittance  report  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802. 
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Follow-up  calls  show  church  cares 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


OCTOBER  4,  1985 


Is  your  church’s  membership  growing 
or  declining?  If  the  latter,  and  you  want 
to  do  something  about  it,  consider  how 
visitors  at  worship  services  are  treated. 

The  Rev.  Herb  Miller,  head  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Evangelistic  Association  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  says 
that  churches  wanting  to  grow  should  be¬ 
gin  by  making  prompt  follow-up  calls  on 
first-time  visitors  (see  UMR,  Sept.  20). 

Mr.  Miller  says  that  85  percent  of  those 
who  receive  a  get-acquainted  visit  from  a 
lay  member  within  36  hours  of  the  church 
service  return  the  following  Sunday. 

“If  you  want  to  put  your  energy  into  just 
one  thing  that  will  increase  additions,  then 
change  your  behavior  toward  first-time 
worship  visitors,”  Mr.  Miller  says. 

The  primary  reason  he  gives  for  the 
positive  response  to  such  visits  is  simple: 
"Calling  is  caring.” 

That  cryptic  counsel  is  more  than  a 
superficial  slogan.  It  should  make  equal¬ 
ly  good  sense  both  to  those  who  place  a 
high  priority  on  the  church’s  numerical 
growth  and  to  those  who  are  concerned 
about  declining  membership  but  are 
fearful  of  playing  a  "numbers  game.” 

Those  who  consider  numerical  growth  a 
necessary  result  of  responding  faithfully 
to  the  Christian  mandate  should  recognize 
the  practical  wisdom  of  personal  follow¬ 
up  calls  on  first-time  visitors. 

Face-to-face  calls  let  people  know 
they  are  noticed  and  welcome.  Calls  re¬ 
flect  the  “personal  touch”  that  most  peo¬ 
ple  are  seeking  in  a  church. 
Congregations  that  exhibit  such  individ¬ 
ual  care  are  almost  certain  to  gain  new 
members  and  retain  existing  ones. 

Those  who  shun  the  idea  of  seeking 
“growth  for  growth’s  sake”  should  see  an 
intentional  program  of  visitor  follow-up 
as  one  basic  way  of  obeying  our  Lord’s 


mandate  to  love  our  neighbors. 

Merely  by  their  presence  in  church— in 
spite  of  the  natural  anxiety  one  feels  when 
entering  a  group  of  strangers— visitors 
are  announcing  a  desire  to  be  part  of  a 
Christian  faith  community.  In  many  in¬ 
stances,  they  are  coming  out  of  a  deep 
need  to  hear  a  healing  word  or  to  find  a 
desperately  sought  meaning  for  their  life. 

A  personal  call  is  tangible  evidence  to 
such  people  that  the  congregation  they 
visited  understands  Christian  "outreach” 
not  as  an  abstract  idea  but  as  an  active 
expression  of  love  for  God  and  concern 
for  people. 

In  light  of  such  obvious  benefits,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  why  regular  visits 
to  worship  visitors  is  not  as  natural  a 
part  of  every  congregation’s  life  as 
hymns,  prayers,  sermons  and  offerings. 

Yet  steadily  declining  membership 
figures  and  frequently  heard  complaints 
that  "no  one  from  the  church  ever  called 
on  me— not  even  the  pastor”  suggest 
that  this  area  is  one  where  far  too  many 
congregations  are  missing  the  boat. 

Surely  making  visits  is  one  relatively 
simple  solution  that  the  national  commit¬ 
tee  seeking  ways  to  reverse  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  membership  decline  over  the  past 
two  decades  will  want  to  consider  empha¬ 
sizing. 

Is  there  any  good  reason  why  your 
congregation,  if  it  is  not  already  doing 
so,  should  not  immediately  initiate  a 
program  of  calling  on  those  who  visit 
your  worship  services? 

Even  if  your  church  does  not  have  vis¬ 
itors  every  Sunday,  regular  visitation  of 
existing  members  would  establish  a 
needed  "caring  and  calling  habit.”  Such 
habits  create  a  community  of  faith  and 
caring  to  which  existing  members  and 
visitors  alike  will  want  to  belong. 
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Here  I  Stand 
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By  MARCIA  L.  KRUEGER 

Many  hospitals  are  facing  financial 
problems  because  of  improved  health 
care,  shorter  stays,  more  out-patient  ser¬ 
vices  and  escalating  costs. 

I  am  100  percent  for  well-educated 
doctors  and  well-equipped  hospitals. 
Nevertheless,  I  do  not  believe  that  illness 
should  be  regarded  as  a  natural  state.  I 
think  we  are  meant  to  be  well. 

What  better  place  to  teach  "wellness 
awareness”  than  in  our  sometimes  under 
used  church  buildings?  Why  not  use  them 
as  healing  centers  by  using  trained  laity 
and  professionals  to  teach? 

We  are  aware  that  disease  (“dis-ease” 
of  the  body)  is  actually  our  body’s  way  of 
solving  a  problem  or  signaling  that 
something  is  not  right.  But  just  eliminat¬ 
ing  the  symptoms  is  not  enough.  Our 
body  is  more  than  a  machine  that  we  can 
take  in  for  a  tuneup  when  it  is  out  of 
whack. 

There  is  a  balance  needed  for  wellness 
in  four  major  areas  of  our  life:  physical, 
spiritual,  emotional  and  mental.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  these  are  areas  that  churches 
can  appropriately  address  and  provide 
education  to  help  prevent  illness. 

When  one  of  these  areas  is  disturbed, 
there  is  a  good  chance  that  disease  will 
take  hold  of  us. 


Even  doctors  are  recognizing  this  fact 
and  encouraging  people  to  take  responsi¬ 
bility  for  their  lives  instead  of  waiting 
for  something  to  happen  to  them  and 
then  expecting  a  doctor  to  "fix  it.” 

I  am  coordinator  for  the  wellness  as¬ 
sociation  in  my  community.  It  was  start¬ 
ed  less  than  a  year 
ago  by  a  Congrega¬ 
tional  minister  from 
Wisconsin.  In  his  for¬ 
mer  church,  a  well¬ 
ness  association  was , 
formed  that  is  still 
very  successful. 

Having  worked 
with  that  one,  he  had  Marcia  Krueger 
the  desire  and  knowledge  to  start  one  in 
my  community.  It  is  set  up  as  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  through  his  church. 

We  pay  the  teachers  and  some  staff 
positions.  I  develop  workshops,  publicize 
them,  find  qualified  teachers,  put  out  a 
newsletter,  take  registrations  and  attend 
to  numerous  other  details. 

The  workshops  have  been  well  attend¬ 
ed,  indicating  an  interest  and  a  need  for 
them.  Some  of  our  workshops  carry  con¬ 
tinuing-education  credits. 

Some  topics  that  we  have  had  or  that 
are  on  our  agenda  include:  nutrition, 
touch  healing,  stress  reduction,  love, 


My  Witness 


laughter,  biofeedback,  acupressure,  col¬ 
or  and  music  therapy,  dream  interpreta¬ 
tion,  dealing  with  criticism, 
self-esteem— just  to  name  a  few.  Sug¬ 
gestions  keep  pouring  in. 

Healthy  human  beings  need  to  recog¬ 
nize  body  signals  and  create  the  kind  of 
life  they  want  rather  than  merely  react¬ 
ing  to  what  "happens”  to  them.  They 
need  to  express  emotions,  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  others  and  to  create  close  rela¬ 
tionships.  They  need  to  live  life  fully, 
aware  that  life  is  a  precious  gift  from 
our  Creator. 

I  urge  churches  seriously  to  consider 
developing  similar  programs.  I  am  de¬ 
lighted  to  see  the  "wellness”  concept 
taking  root  in  other  parts  of  the  nation 
and  to  see  the  church  take  its  rightful 
place  in  the  “people  care”  community. 

Read  the  many  accounts  in  the  New 
Testament  to  see  that  Jesus  was  quite 
concerned  with  healing  and  the  well-be¬ 
ing  of  the  people  around  Him. 

Wellness  was  a  large  part  of  our 
Lord’s  ministry.  Shouldn’t  it  be  included 
in  ours  today? 

This  week's  contributor,  Marcia  L. 
Krueger,  is  a  member  of  Evangelical 
United  Methodist  Church,  Brainerd, 
Minn.  (Minnesota  Annual  Conference )> 


Is  our  faith  only  a  means  of  ignoring  reality? 


What  should  hymnal  committee  do? 


If  you  were  a  member  of  the  committee 
responsible  for  revising  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Book  of  Hymns  and  knew  your  ef¬ 
forts  were  likely  to  result  in  some  people 
leaving  the  church,  what  would  you  do? 

In  case  you  missed  it  a  few  weeks 
back,  one  church  growth  consultant 
thinks  that  is  likely  to  be  the  situation 
facing  the  denomination’s  hymnal  revi¬ 
sion  committee  (see  UMR,  Aug.  30). 

The  Rev.  Roy  Oswald  of  the  Alban  In¬ 
stitute  in  Washington  said  that  “every 
time  you  have  a  merger  or  a  hymnbook 
change,  you  see  a  lessening  of  denomina¬ 
tional  loyalty.”  That  diminished  loyalty 
contributes  to  later  membership  losses, 
Mr.  Oswald  said. 

The  steady  decline  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  membership  during  the  20  years  since 
the  current  hymnal  was  introduced  has 
resulted  from  a  complex  set  of  factors. 
Those  include  a  lost  sense  of  identity  on 
the  part  of  some  who  feel  the  church 
they  joined  no  longer  exists.  Quite  likely 
the  "new  hymnal”  introduced  then  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  decision  of  some  to  leave. 

Given  the  likelihood  of  the  same  thing 
happening  after  the  proposed  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  new  hymnal  in  1990,  it  is  under¬ 
standable  why  some  might  question  the 
wisdom  of  making  a  change.  However,  if 
that  same  logic  were  used  by  previous 
generations,  we  would  still  be  using  a 
19th-century  hymnbook— if  we  used  one 
at  all. 

Our  most  realistic  hope  and  expectation 
is  that  the  present  hymnal  revision  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  aware  of  the  potentially 
negative  results  of  their  efforts  and  con¬ 
sider  how  to  minimize  them.  Without  sen¬ 
sitivity  to  those  who  feel  they  “have  not 
left  the  church  but  the  church  has  left 
them,”  the  goal  of  doubling  our  member¬ 
ship  seems  all  the  more  ludicrous. 

With  that  sensitivity,  we  can  hope  that 
the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  will  be 
able  to  combine  the  “old  with  the  new”  so 
that  our  next  hymnbook  preserves  as  fully 
as  possible  our  church’s  rich  musical  heri¬ 
tage  and  includes  the  best  modern-day 
compositions  glorifying  God. 

And  we  can  hope  that  United  Method¬ 


ists  who  have  come  to  look  upon  the  pre¬ 
sent  hymnal  as  a  “old  friend”  will  be 
able  to  recognize  many  similarities  in  its 
successor  and  be  tolerant  of  the  musical 
needs  and  tastes  of  others  when  unwel¬ 
comed  changes  are  encountered. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  DIANA  STRICKLAND 
Is  having  faith  in  God  just  a  simple 
way  of  ignoring  reality?  I  often  wonder 
that  as  I  pray  for  my  own  healing. 

I  have  had  a  chronic  illness  involving 
much  pain  for  eight  years.  At  age  21,  I 
have  seen  many  doctors  in  various  hospi¬ 
tals,  and  I’ve  taken  several  types  of 
medications  and  treatments.  I’ve 
prayed,  and  I’ve  been  prayed  for  by  oth¬ 
ers.  God  works  much  in  me,  but  I’ve  nev¬ 
er  experienced  a  "total  healing”  by  my 
standards. 


We  are  told  to  pray  believing  that  we 
receive  what  we  pray  for.  When  I  pray 
for  healing,  I  believe 
that  I  am  well,  but  I 
still  have  the  pain. 

That  seems  con¬ 
tradictory.  But  then, 
even  though  I  know 
God  has  promised 
me  healing  and  it  did  | 

not  seem  to  come,  _ 

still  cannot  discredit  Diana  Strickland 
God.  So  I  just  say  "in  God’s  time."  That 


comforts  me,  but  I  think  it’s  a  cop-out. 

By  natural  forces,  I  know  my  bones 
and  joints  are  deteriorating.  But  by  my 
prayers  and  faith  in  God,  I  do  not  believe 
that  He  would  let  my  body  become  use¬ 
less  to  me. 

Is  faith  blinding? 

Is  my  faith  making  me  blind  to  what  is 
really  happening?  Or  is  God’s  idea  of 
healing  the  same  as  mine? 

Through  the  years  I  have  experienced 
a  true  healing  in  my  attitudes  and  my 


SMU  scandal  coverage  kicks  off  response 
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To  the  Editor: 

It  struck  me,  as  I  read  the  Sept.  13  Re¬ 
porter,  that  one  of  the  questions  raised  in 
an  editorial  is  answered  in  one  of  the 
news  articles  on  the  following  page. 

In  your  first  editorial  headlined, 
“SMU,  ethics  and  the  church’s  role,”  you 
raise  the  question:  "How  could  so  scan¬ 
dalous  a  situation  occur  at  a  church- 
owned  and  governed  institution?”  The 
concluding  paragraph  of  the  article 
“  ‘Edelweiss’  benediction  called  a  no-no 
seems  to  give  a  pretty  good  answer  to 
the  question.  The  paragraph  reads: 

“A  United  Methodist  musician  in  Tex¬ 
as  who  asked  that  his  name  not  be  used 
said,  ‘Don’t  tell  anybody.  If  they're  tak¬ 
ing  people  to  court,  we  don't  want  them 
to  know  we're  doing  it.  My  Lord,  every¬ 
body  in  the  world  sings  the  thing.  We’ve 
still  got  it  in  our  music  library,  and  we 
go  on  a  kick  and  sing  it  every  once  in  a 
while.'  His  church  might  be  a  particular 
target,  he  said,  its  services  are  broad¬ 
cast  on  television." 

Here,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  same  atti¬ 
tude,  ethical  stance  and  practice  that  un¬ 
derlies  the  difficulties  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

The  university  is  reflecting  a  system 
of  values  and  practices  that  seems  to  be 
going  on  throughout  the  church  and  soci¬ 
ety  in  which  it  is  set.  That  does  not  ex¬ 
cuse  it  or  make  it  right,  but  it  reminds  us 
that  the  problem  is  more  systemic  than 
we  might  first  think. 

Willful  violation  of  a  copyright  law  be¬ 
cause  we  get  a  kick  out  of  it  and  every¬ 
body  does  it  seems  to  be  just  an  echo  of 
the  athletic  departments  that  justify  re¬ 
cruiting  practices  on  the  grounds  that 
everybody  does  it  and  that  it  is  the  only 
way  to  win. 

Thanks  for  a  continually  informative 
and  challenging  publication. 

Donald  L.  Frank 
Eau  Claire.  Wisconsin 

Tacky,  unworthy  effort 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Sept.  13  editorial  headlined  "SMU, 


ethics  and  the  church’s  role”  strikes  me 
as  a  tacky  bit  of  moralizing  that  would 
have  been  deplored  even  at  compulsory 
chapel  on  Southern  Methodist  Universi¬ 
ty’s  campus  50  years  ago.  It  was  inap¬ 
propriate  and  unworthy  of  today’s 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

While  enjoying  your  judgmental  urge, 
how  did  you  overlook  an  issue  of  signifi¬ 
cance:  the  punishment  of  current  under¬ 
rates,  student  athletes  and  future 
letic  scholarship  candidates  for  the 
past  actions  of  alumni  and  other  sports 
enthusiasts? 

The  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation’s  brand  of  “honest  and  fair 
play?”  Don’t  call  up  "Christian  values” 
and  “Christian  integrity”  as  synony¬ 
mous. 

Real  sports,  those  NCAA  people.  Pun¬ 
ish  the  kids.  They’re  easy.  Please  don’t 
suggest  the  church  should  also  be  this  un¬ 
ethical.  David  L.  Kittrell 

Bella  Vista,  Arkansas 

Thanks  for  coverage 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  for  Roy  Beck’s  fine  arti¬ 
cle  on  the  collegiate  athletic  cheating  by 
Southern  Methodist  University  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  6).  First  Vanderbilt’s  steroid 
scandal  and  now  SMU’s  36  recruiting  vi¬ 
olations! 

Small  wonder  that  God  may  consider 
letting  the  United  Methodist  Church  go 
out  of  business,  as  one  of  the  10  bishops 
on  the  Southern  Methodist  board  of 
trustees  has  said.  Surely  the  mission  of 
the  bishops  on  the  board  should  be  to 
stress  the  highest  ethical  standards  in 
conduct  and  teaching. 

Or  at  least  the  bishops  should  referee 
and  blow  the  whistle. 

Joe  Wood 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

School  hasn’t  had  chance 

To  the  Editor: 

You  would  think  that  once  the  Nation¬ 
al  Collegiate  Athletic  Association  had  is¬ 
sued  an  official  letter  declaring  its 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


investigation  of  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  closed  and  that  letter  had  fol¬ 
lowed  an  intensive  inquiry  lasting  nearly 
three  years  that  resulted  in  the  most  se¬ 
vere  sanctions  in  the  history  of  that  or¬ 
ganization,  the  university  would  have  a 
fair  chance  to  get  its  act  together. 

Obviously  that  is  not  the  case  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  6).  Even  though  the  official  report 
did  not  reflect  on  members  of  the  current 
team,  we  have  a  weekly  newspaper  "serv¬ 
ing  the  United  Methodist  Church"  quoting 
an  unnamed  bishop  as  referring  to  those 
same  young  men  as  “the  best  amateur 
athletes  money  can  buy.” 

Repeatedly  throughout  the  same  article 
a  typical  reference  is  to  trustees  “who 
have  money  or  who  can  get  money." 

According  to  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  “All 
our  institutions  need  some  of  those  peo¬ 
ple,  but  there  also  is  a  need  for  some  oth¬ 
er  kinds  that  the  church  might  suggest." 

Surely  he  does  not  mean  to  imply  it  is 
impossible  to  have  men  of  substance 
serving  as  trustees  who  are  not  also  men 
of  integrity,  so  what  really  is  the  thrust 
of  his  comments  and  the  article  itself? 

In  my  opinion,  irresponsible  articles 
such  as  these  could  create  a  climate  in 
which  SMU  could  not  attract  leading  busi¬ 
nessmen  to  serve  on  its  official  boards.  I 
would  hope  those  members  of  the  clergy, 
both  identified  and  those  unnamed  sources 
for  the  article,  would  agree  that  would  be 
an  unfortunate  result. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
those  who  would  serve  it  should  be  a  part 
of  the  healing  process  instead  of  scatter¬ 
ing  inflammatory  comments  of  others 
about  SMU’s  “national  outlaw”  image  as 
the  Reporter  has  done  in  quoting  still  an¬ 
other  unnamed  sportswriter. 

John  W.  Worsham 
Houston,  Texas 

More  than  sports  involved 

To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Howard  Beck’s  Sept.  6  article  on 
Southern  Methodist  University  gives  in¬ 
sight  into  more  than  a  sports  scandal. 

The  bishop  who  sits  on  the  board  of 


governors  stonewalls  inquiries  into  that 
board’s  viewpoint  by  asserting  that  “all 
our  meetings  are  confidential.” 

With  few  exceptions,  the  bishops  on  the 
SMU  board  of  trustees  point  accusingly  at 
laypeople,  wealth,  alumni,  society’s  stan¬ 
dards,  etc.,  rather  than  admit  their  failure 
to  exercise  effective  leadership. 

Some  of  these  lame,  self-serving  excuses 
come  from  critics  of  society's  institutions 
who  concentrate  on  selected  socioeconomic 
and  political  issues  throughout  the  world 
while  their  denomination  withers  away  in 
their  own  backyard. 

I’m  beginning  to  understand  why  the 
arrogance  and  elitism  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  continues  un¬ 
challenged  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Harold  Haskins 
Puyallup,  Washington 

Why  change  hymnals? 

To  the  Editor: 

This  constant  need  to  update  the  hym¬ 
nal  is  a  nuisance! 

The  last  update  left  out  good  hymns 
and  ruined  others.  What's  wrong  with  the 
tried  and  true? 

Leone  P.  Whitney 
Goshen,  New  Hampshire 


We  must  all  help  build  our  churches 


Every  other  Sunday  morning  I  stand 
outside  my  mother’s  Sunday-school 
classroom,  waiting  for  the  class  to  end 
so  I  can  take  her  home  and  we  can  spend 
the  rest  of  the  day  together. 

Usually,  as  the  door  opens,  I  step 
briefly  inside  and  WBK3T 
greet  longtime  r  { 
friends  of  the  family. 

Then  I  glance  at  the 
lectern  where  my 
late  father  spent 
many  years  as  the 
class  teacher  and  at 
the  piano  where  my 
mother  still  serves 
as  class  pianist— slowed  but  not  stopped 
by  arthritic  hands 

Understandably,  this  room  and  this 
church  in  which  my  parents  held  member¬ 
ship  for  so  long  are  special  places  to  me. 

One  recent  Sunday  morning  as  I  wait¬ 
ed  in  the  hallway,  I  saw  a  young  couple, 
babe-in-arms,  approach  the  church  of¬ 
fice. 

"Where’s  the  nursery?”  the  young 
mother  asked.  I  took  that  as  a  clear  sig¬ 
nal  that  they  were  new. 

I  saw  the  church  secretary  step  out 
quickly,  smiling  at  the  arrival  of  these 
newcomers.  As  she  guided  them  past  me 
on  the  way  to  the  nursery,  I  barely  sti¬ 
fled  my  impulse  to  stick  out  my  hand 
and  say,  "Hi,  my  name  is  John  Lovelace. 


I’m  not  a  member  here,  but  my  mother 
and  dad  helped  build  this  church." 

Of  course  I  didn’t  do  it.  Why  should  I 
intrude  on  their  potential  new  life  in  this 
church?  Why  should  they,  perhaps  antici¬ 
pating  their  future  in  this  church,  need 
an  impromptu  minilesson  on  local 
church  history,  especially  by  one  who 
knows  of  it  only  secondhand? 

So  my  after-the-fact  message  to  this 
young  couple  and  to  others  like  them 
who  may  join  churches  or  already  be  in 
churches  all  over  the  country  is  this: 

Someone— in  fact,  a  whole  bunch  of 
someones— built  this  church  before  you 

Christ  established  the  church  and  des¬ 
ignated  Peter  as  the  rock  upon  which  He 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  400  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Boerne,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  conference),  300  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Highlands  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Highlands,  Texas 
(Texas  conference)  and  250  member- 
families  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Keller,  Texas  (Central  Texas 
conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 


wouid  build  His  church,  but  each  of  us,  in 
our  time,  must  continue  to  build  it. 

And  you,  my  anonymous  young  couple, 
will  be  asked  to  accept  that  responsibil¬ 
ity  as  a  part  of  your  membership  vows. 
You  will  be  expected,  by  your  prayers, 
presence,  gifts  and  service,  to  take  your 
place  as  a  part  of  “the  rock”  upon  which 
the  church  continues  to  be  built. 

Some  of  us  have  the  additional  oppor¬ 
tunity,  in  effect,  to  practice  those  same 
vows  of  church  membership  in  our 
places  of  work.  I  believe  we  on  the  staff 
of  these  newspapers  do  just  that.  In  fact, 
I  wouldn't  mind  being  remembered  by 
these  five  words:  “He  helped  build  the 
church.”  -JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Boerne,  High¬ 
lands  and  Keller,  we  say,  "Welcome.” 
We  hope  you  will  find  your  new  church 
paper  interesting  and  informative  and 
that  you  will  join  with  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  such  col¬ 
umns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


Can  We  Send  More 
Missionaries? 


Since  July  1984  Bill  Whitfield  from  Arkansas  has  served  as  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  in  Liberia,  working  with  his  wife,  Jimmye,  as  an 
agricultural  coordinator.  They  are  part  of  the  Emerging  Personnel  Needs 
program  of  the  World  Program  Division. 

Bill  applies  his  special  skills  to  helping  small  farmers  become  self- 
sufficient  in  food  production.  He  and  Jimmye  coordinate  five  large 
agricultural  projects.  Bill’s  immediate  goal  is  to  develop  a  cooperative 
and  a  credit  union  for  the  farmers. 

More  Missionaries  Requested 

Churches  throughout  the  world  are  calling  for  more  missionaries. 
But  funds  are  not  available  for  their  support  because  these  new 
emerging  needs  would  exceed  the  two  thirds  of  the  regular  budget  of 
the  World  Program  Division  allocated  for  current  missionary  support. 

It’s  Up  To  You 

So  the  Advance  seeks  to  raise  $2  million  annually  for  four  years. 
This  sum  will  enable  approximately  30  more  missionaries  to  be  sent 
overseas  for  three  years. 

There  are  requests  for  theological  professors,  physicians,  pastoral 
couples,  high  school  teachers,  a  pilot,  a  farm  manager  and  a  nurse, 
among  others.  Your  gift  of  any  amount  to  Emerging  Personnel  Needs 
through  the  Advance  can  help  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
find  and  send  committed  persons  to  serve  in  partnership  with  Christians 
in  other  lands. 

Designate  your  gifts  to  Emerging  Personnel  Needs:  008986-5  H-F. 

For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit,  send  your  gift  through  your 
local  church  treasurer.  Gifts  will  then  be  forwarded  to:  Advance  GCFA,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1439,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


WORLD  PROGRAM  DIVISION 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


ability  to  cope  with  pain.  And  I’ve  expe¬ 
rienced  great  peace,  joy  and  an  aware¬ 
ness  of  God’s  presence.  Could  that  be 
God’s  healing  for  me:  that  I’m  able  to 
have  an  abundant  life  in  Him  despite  my 
pain? 

Let  us  suppose  that  God  knows  what 
He  is  doing.  After  all,  only  God  knows 
what  is  in  my  future.  What  God  allows  in 
my  life  is  perfect  preparation  for  His 
plans  for  me.  Considering  my  human¬ 
ness,  perhaps  that  is  the  best  way  God 
can  get  through  to  me. 

Life  isn't  dull 

Whatever  the  reason  may  be  for  this 
boot-camplike  training,  it  certainly 
keeps  life  from  being  dull.  I  will  not  stop 
hoping  for  a  total  healing.  But  in  the 
meantime,  I  seek  God’s  will  for  now. 

I  do  not  think  God  minds  my  questions. 
But  I  do  believe  that  one  day  when  my 
life  on  earth  is  over  and  I  go  to  be  with 
Him,  He  will  explain  everything  to  me. 
"Now  I  know  in  part;  then  I  shall  under¬ 
stand  fully,  even  as  I  have  been  fully  un¬ 
derstood.” 

When  I  see  clearly  the  reason  for  my 
pain,  I  may  even  feel  privileged  that  God 
allowed  me  to  suffer  for  His  purposes. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Diana  Strick¬ 
land,  is  a  member  of  Woodlands  United 
Methodist  Church,  Woodlands,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


‘Caretaker’  keeps  old  organ  going 

PHILADELPHIA,  Pa— When  the  133-year-old  organ  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Philadelphia  broke  down  three  years  ago,  layman 
and  Drexel  University  electrical  engineering  student  John  Davis  offered 
to  fix  it.  He  ended  up  spending  1,000  hours  to  repair  the  four-story  instru¬ 
ment  which  has  approximately  2,500  pipes.  Mr.  Davis,  now  a  full-time  en¬ 
gineer  with  IBM,  is  still  the  official  caretaker  of  the  organ,  considered  the 
second  oldest  three-keyboard  pipe  organ  in  the  United  States. 


UM  ‘covenants’  with  Nicaraguans  fall  short 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— A  large-scale,  church- 
to-church  program  between  United 
Methodists  and  Nicaraguans— advocat¬ 
ed  by  United  Methodist  leaders  starting 
last  spring— has  failed  to  get  off  the 
ground. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Perez  of  the  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  mission  section  of  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  reported 
that  no  Nicaraguan  Christians  have  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  proposal. 

Many  UM  agencies  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  last  spring  urged  United  Methodist 
congregations  and  annual  conferences  to 
form  covenant  relationships  with  Nica¬ 
raguan  Christian  groups. 

"I  suspect  the  Nicaraguans  are  seek¬ 
ing  to  find  if  they  can  do  it,  given  the  small 
size  of  the  Nicaraguan  denominations  and 
the  large  size  of  ours,”  Mr.  Perez  said. 


Nicaragua  has  no  Methodist  churches. 

Despite  quite  a  bit  of  evidence  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  and  annual 
conferences  being  ready  to  form  cove¬ 
nant  relationships,  Mr.  Perez  said  he  is 
asking  that  they  not  seek  ties  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  on  their  own  but,  rather,  wait  for 
Global  Ministries  to  find  Nicaraguans 
willing  to  participate. 

Mr.  Perez  said  Nicaraguan  church 
groups  are  so  busy  just  maintaining  their 
ministry  in  the  midst  of  a  country  torn 
by  war  and  the  near-collapse  of  the 
economy  that  ‘‘it  would  be  very  hard  on 
the  churches  there”  if  congregations  and 
annual  conferences  tried  to  form  ties  on 
their  own. 

“We  need  central  coordination,”  he 
said,  suggesting  that  churches  relate  to 
the  Nicaraguans  only  through  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

The  General  Boards  of  Global  Minis¬ 


tries  and  of  Church  and  Society  last 
spring  voted  to  urge  United  Methodists 
to  form  covenant  relationships  with  Nic¬ 
araguans  to: 

(1)  Pray  for  one  another. 

(2)  Gain  face  to  face  relationships 
through  the  sending  of  delegations  back 
and  forth. 

(3)  Learn  from  the  Nicaraguans  “those 
things  which  might  enhance  our  biblical 
understandings  for  witness  and  mission.  ” 

(4)  Provide  opportunities  for  sharing 
material  necessities  which  the  Nicara¬ 


guans  need  to  survive. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  called  for  similar  action. 

Many  annual  conferences  then  com¬ 
mitted  themselves  to  establishing  such 
relationships. 

Organizations  proposing  the  covenant 
ties  also  condemned  U.S.  government 
opposition  to  Nicaragua’s  Sandinista 
government.  The  church-to-church  pro¬ 
gram  was  seen  by  the  groups  proposing 
it  as  a  way  to  to  build  a  foundation  for 
peace. 


By  FRANCES  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— In  response  to  news  of 
two  devastating  earthquakes  in  Mexico, 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  has  sent  a  grant  of  $15,000  for  emer¬ 
gency  relief  to  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Mexico. 

On  Sept.  25  Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of 
the  committee,  indicated  her  agency  was 
committed  to  raising  $100,000  of  the 
$500,000  appeal  launched  by  Church 
World  Service,  relief  and  development 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
A  team  of  three  persons  has  been  sent  to 
Mexico  to  assess  the  needs  and  discuss 
response  of  the  ecumenical  agency  with 
church  officials  in  Mexico. 

Western  diplomats  familiar  with  Mex¬ 
ico  say  the  death  toll  may  run  as  high  as 
10,000.  Estimates  of  the  number  of 
homeless  vary  from  31,000,  the  govern¬ 
ment  figure,  to  250,000.  An  estimated 
7,000  buildings  were  damaged,  450  of 
which  were  destroyed. 

Missionary  reports  on  losses 

Telephone  calls  from  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionaries  outside  the  capital  to 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  offices  in 
New  York  indicate  no  loss  of  life  among 
Methodist  clergy  or  the  missionary  com¬ 
munity. 

However,  several  Methodist  families 
have  lost  loved  ones.  Two  clergy  fam¬ 
ilies  lost  their  homes  and  most  of  their 
personal  possessions,  according  to  a 
Sept.  25  phone  call  from  missionary 
Muriel  Henderson.  Several  church  mem¬ 
bers'  homes,  apartments  or  condomini¬ 
ums  were  damaged  or  destroyed. 

Both  the  Gante  Church,  mother  church 
of  Mexican  Methodism,  and  the  Balderas 
Church  have  been  closed  by  government 
order  until  civil  engineers  can  inspect 
them,  she  said.  Sixteen  columns  of  the 
Gante  Church— formerly  a  Catholic  mon¬ 
astery— are  said  to  be  cracked.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  Methodist  Church  will  conduct 
inspections  of  all  church  facilities  in  the 
city. 

The  Churubusco  Methodist  Church  is 
serving  as  reception  and  distribution 


point  for  all  medicines  coming  from 
around  the  world.  In  the  church  base¬ 
ment,  supplies  are  sorted,  classified  and 
dispatched  to  medical  centers  through¬ 
out  the  city,  according  to  Ms.  Henderson. 

Five  Methodist  churches  — Anahuac, 
Morelos,  Aztecas,  Ramos  Millan  and 
Balbuena— are  serving  as  emergency 
shelters  for  the  homeless,  providing 
lodging  and  food.  Balbuena  Church  pro¬ 
vides  the  central  kitchen  for  the  rescue 
teams  working  to  dig  out  Juarez  Hospi¬ 
tal.  The  Ramos  Millan  Church  is  the  cen¬ 
ter  for  coordinating  youth  volunteers 
helping  with  the  relief  effort. 

Seminary  students  help  search 

Immediately  after  the  first  quake  on 
Sept.  19,  Methodist  seminary  students 
helped  search  for  survivors  at  the  devas¬ 
tated  Hotel  Principado  across  the  street 
Students  continue  to  work  in  the  general 
relief  effort  and  facilitate  communica¬ 
tion  through  the  use  of  citizens  band  ra¬ 
dio  and  messenger  service.  Students  also 
carry  out  a  “listening  ministry”  in  the 
shelters  as  disaster  victims  talk  about 
the  loss  of  family,  friends  and  homes. 

The  ecumenical  publishing  house, 
Casa  Unida.  lost  its  warehouse  in  the 
first  quake. 

Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz,  leader  of  the 
autonomy  church's  Central  Area,  was 
in  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
quakes  attending  a  meeting  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  immediately  returned  to 
Mexico  City  and  toured  the  churches  to 
determine  the  extent  of  damage. 

Missionaries  in  Mexico  C*ty  supported 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  are  Cheri  White,  working  in 
an  ecumenical  family  counseling  pro¬ 
gram;  Jose  Luis  Velazco,  at  the  Christian 
publishing  house;  Ronna  Case  and  Ted 
Jennings,  teachers  at  the  Methodist  sem¬ 
inary.  and  James  and  Doris  Long,  in  a 
church  communications  program.  All 
the  missionaries  were  reported  unhurt. 

United  Methodists  wishing  to  help 
quake  victims  should  mark  their  contri¬ 
butions  “Mexico  Earthquake  Disaster” 
#523500-2. 


Women’s  agency  raps  6 regional  church 9  study 


Journalists  going  to  Africa 
on  Global  Ministries  tour 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK -Ten  United  Methodist 
journalists  will  get  a  chance  to  see 
church-related  projects  in  Africa  and 
check  their  perceptions  with  those  of  Af- 
'  rican  journalists  during  a  study  tour 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Before  leaving  New  York  the  five  men 
and  five  women  will  have  a  two-day 

•  press  briefing  with  international  special¬ 
ists.  The  three-week  tour,  which  begins 
Nov.  4.  will  divide  into  two  subgroups  to 

•  visit  three  countries  each.  One  subgroup 
will  travel  in  Sudan,  Zaire  and  Burundi; 
the  other  will  visit  Zambia,  Zimbabwe 


and  Mozambique.  They  will  reunite  for  a 
seminar  with  African  journalists  in  Nai¬ 
robi,  Kenya. 

Tour  participants  come  from  five  an¬ 
nual  conference  newspapers,  the 
church’s  Spanish-language  program 
journal,  the  publication  of  Black  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Church  Renewal,  the  official 
church  news  service  and  a  national  radio 
network. 

Participants  will  include  editors  of 
two  United  Methodist  Reporter  annual 
conference  editions,  Clara  Lou  Kerr  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Western  Pennsylvania 
conference,  and  Jan  Lichtenwalter  of 
Baltimore,  Md..  Baltimore  conference. 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

TECHNY,  Ill.  — United  Methodism's 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  has  lambasted  the  recently  re¬ 
leased  study  on  United  Methodist  region¬ 
alism  (see  UMR  Sept.  20). 

In  other  action  commission  members 
agreed,  after  lengthy  discussion,  to  do  a 
study  of  a  different  sort — to  determine 
whether  there  are  linkages  between  ho¬ 
mophobia  (fear  of  homosexuals)  and  sex¬ 
ism. 

“Implicit  and  subtle  racism  and  sex¬ 
ism”  were  two  charges  hurled  at  the  re¬ 
gionalism  study  by  the  commission  at  its 
fall  meeting  Sept.  19-22.  The  21-page 
study  also  came  under  fire  because,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  commission,  it  “places 
heavy  emphasis  for  membership  loss  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
hands  of  women  and  ethnic  persons.” 

The  study,  “The  Seven  Churches  in 
Methodism,”  was  written  by  Duke  Divin¬ 
ity  School  professors  William  Willimon 
and  Robert  Wilson. 

The  study  by  professors  Wilson  and 
Willimon  contends  that  although  the  9.3 


million-member  denomination  has  mem¬ 
bers  in  97  percent  of  U.S  counties,  it  is 
divided  by  regional  tensions  and  in  fact 
“is  not  one  church  but  seven.” 

Further,  the  researchers  state  that  for 
the  past  15  years  Methodism  has  tried  to 
ignore  its  regional  differences,  choosing 
instead  to  emphasize  “differences  of 
race,  language  and  gender  and  promot¬ 
ing  women  and  minorities  to  leadership 
roles." 

Three  ‘root  problems’  labeled 

During  closing  hours  of  the  four-day 
meeting,  commission  member  Charles 
H.  Stewart  III  presented  an  analysis 
which  identified  what  he  called  three 
"root  problems"  of  the  Duke  study. 

The  study,  he  said,  has  neither  an  ex¬ 
plicit  unifying  argument  nor  a  single  re¬ 
search  question  to  address;  it  has  an 
unsystematic  examination  of  evidence, 
thus  inappropriate  in  a  study  that  pur¬ 
ports  to  address  systemic  differences 
among  the  “Seven  Churches”;  and  its 
methods  of  data  gathering  are  anecdotal 
and  informal. 

Mr.  Stewart,  a  professor  of  political 


Open  itineracy: 


Bishop  hopes  pulpit-exchange  strategy 
will  help  make  CMC  policy  a  reality 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 
ATLANTA— Retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  recently  unveiled 
the  strategy  that  he  hopes  will  move  the 
church  toward  open  itineracy— that  is, 
appointment  of  pastors  to  churches  with¬ 
out  regard  to  race,  ethnic  origin  or  sex. 

Open  itineracy  has  been  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  official  policy  since  1976.  But 
Bishop  Allen  acknowledged  that  it  has 
not  been  very  successful.  He  estimates 
that  about  260  of  the  37,000  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  have  pastors  serving 
cross-racial  appointments. 

His  strategy  for  change  hinges  on 
short-term  pulpit  exchanges  across  ra¬ 
cial  lines  involving  white  and  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  clergy  and  congregations.  Such 
exchanges  could  range  in  length  from  a 
few  weeks  to  a  few  months.  Some  might 
involve  two  congregations  in  the  same 
community;  others  might  represent  a 
broader  geographical  area. 

He  proposes  to  implement  that  strate¬ 
gy  through  the  Center  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Pastoral  Exchange,  which  the 
Council  of  Bishops  last  year  named  him 
to  head.  The  center  is  based  at  UM-relat- 


ed  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  At¬ 
lanta. 

“We  are  taking  recommendations 
from  district  superintendents  for  minis¬ 
ters  for  the  exchange  program,  and  I 
hope  to  start  the  exchanges  in  early 
1986,"  he  said. 

Conferences  send  representatives 

To  get  the  strategy  rolling,  the  center 
invited  two  representatives  from  each  of 
the  74  United  Methodist  conferences  to 
Atlanta  in  mid-September  for  the  first 
seminar  on  open  itineracy. 

Bishop  Allen  told  participants  that  the 
proposed  cross-racial  pulpit  exchanges 
would  be  similar  to  pulpit  exchanges  co¬ 
ordinated  for  several  years  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  bringing  British 
Methodist  pastors  to  American  pulpits 
and  vice  versa. 

He  explained,  "The  short-term  ex¬ 
changes  which  we  propose  are  designed 
to  prepare  local  churches  for  full-time 
cross-racial  appointments,  create  a  cli¬ 
mate  of  inclusiveness  within  the  local 
churches  and  perhaps  usher  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  appointing  ministers  to  churches 
without  regard  to  race. 


Seven  Steps  to  Achieve 

VICTORY  OV€R  STRCSS 


A  practical  spiritual  guide  for  finding  happi¬ 
ness  and  coping  with  the  stresses  of  daily  living. 

The  Reverend  Robert  E.  Stevens  is  Associate 
Pastor  and  Director  of  Prayer  Ministries  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas. 


You  may  order  the  cassette  for  $8.50  from  STRESS.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  1320  Main.  Houston.  Texas  77002. 


Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen 

"While  some  bishops,  including  my¬ 
self,  have  made  occasional  appointments 
of  ministers  across  racial  lines— through 
carefully  planned  maneuvering  in  most 
instances— we  have  not  come  through 
with  a  real  deep  sense  of  fulfillment  and 
meaningful  accomplishment  of  open 
itineracy.”  the  bishop  added. 

“My  guess  is  that  for  a  long  time  to 
come  very  few  local  churches  will  initi¬ 
ate  the  process  of  open  itineracy.  It  has 
to  start  with  the  bishops  and  cabinets.” 

Not  working  so  far 

The  bishop  then  cited  two  reasons  why 
he  believes  open  itineracy  has  not 
worked. 

He  said  the  United  Methodist  ministe¬ 
rial  appointment  system  in  effect  as¬ 
signs  ethnic  pastors  to  ethnic  churches 
and  white  pastors  to  white  churches. 
Secondly  he  said  local  churches  are  not 
challenged  enough  with  the  idea  of  ra¬ 
cially  inclusive  ministries. 


As  starters  toward  remedying  these 
problems,  the  center  offers  numerous 
other  services  to  clergy  and  laypersons 
in  preparation  for  the  short-term  pulpit 
exchanges. 

One  such  service  is  an  attempt  to 
“sell"  the  concept  of  inclusiveness  to 
cabinets  or  other  interested  groups.  An¬ 
other  is  to  offer  a  preliminary  training 
event  in  which  persons  primarily  in¬ 
volved  in  a  proposed  pastoral  exchange 
would  meet  at  the  Atlanta  Center  for 
orientation  and  dialogue  prior  to  the  ex¬ 
change.  These  would  include  the  pro¬ 
spective  exchange  pastor  and  the 
pastor/parish  relations  committee  from 
the  church  that  is  accepting  him  or  her. 

Addressing  the  seminar  on  open  itiner¬ 
acy.  Barbara  Thompson,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  underscored  the  need 
for  open  itineracy  in  light  of  its  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  United  Methodist  1985-88 
missional  priority  of  Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  local 
church  for  Witness  and  Mission. 

"Open  itineracy,  as  a  strategy  of  the 
missional  priority,  opens  possibilities  for 
leadership  development,”  she  said.  “It 
demonstrates  to  potential  candidates 
that  there  truly  is  the  opportunity  to  uti¬ 
lize  all  the  gifts  available  and  that  there 
is  a  need  for  talented,  creative,  but 
above  all  committed  persons  to  enter  the 
United  Methodist  ministry. 

Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  president  of  histori- 
cally-black  Gammon  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  said,  “More  and  more  black 
students  see  that  black  pulpits  of  worth 
are  already  filled.  If  a  seminary  gradu¬ 
ate  sees  that  he/she  can  only  go  to  one 
level,  they'll  be  intimidated  by  that. 
Open  itineracy  can  remove  those  limita¬ 
tions." 

Concurring,  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trot¬ 
ter,  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
added,  "There  is  no  possibility  of  recruit¬ 
ing  young  ethnic  minority  ministers  with¬ 
out  open  itineracy.  Ethnic  youth  will  not 
invest  eight  to  ten  years  preparing  for  a 
career  that  seems  to  have  no  openings.” 


science  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  chairs  the  commission's  unit 
on  monitoring  and  research. 

The  commission  is  contacting  Duke 
Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  to  ask 
if  the  study  represents  the  official  stance 
of  that  school.  Also  the  commission  is 
asking  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  and  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  to 
give  the  study  "close  attention.” 

Kiyoko  Kasai  Fujiu,  a  member  of  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  general  sec¬ 
retariat,  told  the  Reporter  that  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  response  to  the  study  is  not  a 
broadside  address  "but  a  narrow  analy¬ 
sis  in  relation  to  our  mandate  of  moni¬ 
toring  for  sexism  and  its  linkages  to 
racism.” 

Homophobia  study  planned 

The  48-member  commission  will 
spend  a  day  of  its  spring  meeting  study¬ 
ing  whether  homophobia  hurts  the 
church  through  its  linkage  with  sexism 
and  if  it  does  hurt  the  church,  in  what 
ways. 

The  decision  to  make  this  study  was 
reached,  however,  after  a  lengthy  dis¬ 
cussion  that  put  the  commission’s  “con¬ 
sensus  style”  to  the  test.  (The 
commission,  since  its  inception  in  the 
early  1970s,  has  attempted  to  follow  the 
consensus  method  of  making  group 
decisions,  seeking  to  agree  as  nearly  as 
possible  but  allowing  for  dissents). 

When  two  commission  members. 
Charles  Lamar  of  Owenboro,  Ky.,  and 
Jim  Waterfield  of  Canadian,  Texas,  dis¬ 
agreed  with  the  idea  of  the  study  of  ho¬ 
mophobia,  they  ‘‘stood  outside  the 
consensus."  And  in  the  hour-long  discus¬ 
sion  that  followed,  one  commission 
member  asked  why  homophobia  was  a 
women's  issue.  He  received  a  variety  of 
answers. 

Ressie  Bass  of  Miami,  Fla.,  said  that 
after  she  had  spoken  at  the  1980  General 
Conference  in  support  of  a  churchwide 
study  on  human  sexuality,  she  was  criti¬ 
cized  by  members  of  her  delegation  and 
subsequently  labeled  by  others  as  a  ho¬ 
mosexual.  She  offered  this  as  evidence 
that  homophobia  needs  to  be  studied  by 
the  commission. 

Mr.  Stewart,  who  authored  the  com¬ 
mission’s  response  to  the  study  of  United 
Methodist  regionalism,  said  male  friends 
had  concluded  he  was  "gay"  because  he 
“supported  women  in  the  church  in 
whatever  role  they  wanted.” 

Patricia  Broughton,  editor  of  the  com¬ 
mission's  bulletin.  The  Flyer,  who  identi¬ 
fied  herself  as  a  lesbian  for  the  first  time 
in  a  commission  meeting,  said  she  felt 
protected  by  the  commission's  non-dis- 
criminatory  personnel  policy. 

Ms.  Broughton,  who  is  not  a  United 
Methodist,  indicated  that  during  her  six 
years  of  working  for  the  commission  she 
has  spoken  with  "numbers  of  lesbians, 
both  clergy  and  lay,"  within  the  denomi¬ 
nation  who  are  "at  great  risk  solely  be¬ 
cause  of  their  sexual  orientation.’’ 

According  to  a  United  Methodist  News 
Service  report  of  the  meeting.  Ms 
Broughton  continued,  “They  (the  lesbi¬ 
ans)  are  less  than  whole  people,  spiri¬ 
tually  and  professionally,  because  they 
can't  claim  their  partner  relationship 
and  can’t  speak  of  their  . . .  understand¬ 
ing  of  themselves  as  Christians  because 
they  would  lose  jobs  and  friendships." 

She  told  her  audience  that  the  com¬ 
mission  is  to  be  an  advocate,  catalyst 


and  monitor  on  behalf  of  all  women. 

(Later,  commission  president,  the  Rev 
Sharon  Howell  told  the  Reporter,  "The 
issue  at  stake  is  the  study  of  homophobia 
and  how  it  links  to  sexism.  There  is  no 
movement,  no  undercurrent  in  terms  of 
advocacy  for  lesbianism.”) 

United  Methodist  News  Service  also 
reported  that  Ms.  Howell  responded  to  a 
question  concerning  paragraph  906.12  in 
the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline 
and  how  it  affected  the  commission’s 
study  of  homophobia  That  paragraph 
prohibits  use  of  denominational  funds  to 
"promote  the  acceptance  of  homosexual¬ 
ity." 

Ms.  Howell  said  the  commission  was 
“open  to  defining  for  the  whole  church 
the  difference  between  advocacy  and 
education. 

“Advocacy  is  the  predetermination  of 
support,"  she  said.  “Education— which  is 
what  we  are  struggling  with— is  coming 
to  a  better  understanding  and  knowledge 
of  an  issue.  Advocacy  doesn't  always 
come  from  education.  We  are  not  deal¬ 
ing  with  homosexualty.  but  the  fear  of  it 
and  all  the  implications.” 

In  another  session  commission  mem¬ 
bers  were  introduced  to  feminist  spiritu¬ 
ality  in  a  workshop  led  by  the  Rev 
Emile  Townes,  an  ethicist  on  the  faculty 
of  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Evanston.  Ill.,  and  the  Rev.  Ju¬ 
dith  Smith,  an  associate  world  editor  of 
the  Upper  Room. 

"Feminist  spirituality  is  coming  to  an 
awareness  of  who  we  are  as  children  of 
God  by  paying  attention  to  the  variety  of 
experiences  of  women,"  said  Ms 
Townes. 
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A  call  to  be  on  the  front  lines  of 
evangelism,  leadership  develop¬ 
ment  and  church  growth  in  Africa  is 
offered  to  every  United  Methodist 
through  the  Africa  Church  Growth 
and  Development  Fund  (#008233-0 
H-T). 

Christian  congregations  are  grow¬ 
ing  rapidly  on  the  African  continent. 
Nowhere  else  is  there  such  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  preach  the  Word,  win  per¬ 
sons  for  Jesus  Christ  and  enrich  the 
lives  of  millions  of  people 

Support  the  Africa  Church  Growth 
and  Development  Fund:  Advance 
#008233-0  H-T.  Re¬ 
member:  100  percent 
of  your  gift  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  goes  to  the  proj¬ 
ect  you  choose. 
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UMCOR  sends  aid 
to  Mexico  churches 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Satellites  link  clergy  education  projects 

Louisiana  conference,  general  agencies  use  similar  skills,  varied  content 
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By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Two  experiments  that  began  last 
month  using  satellite  hook-ups  for  clergy 
continuing  education  might  lead  to  a 
new  meaning  for  “the  United  Methodist 
connection.” 

At  least  that's  part  of  the  thinking  be¬ 
hind  the  two  independent  projects. 

One  was  developed  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  the  only  church  unit 
with  satellite  connection  and  reception 
equipment.  The  other  involves  United 
Methodist  Communications,  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
United  Methodist  seminaries  and  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Western  Jurisdiction. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
and  the  Louisiana  conference  are  shar¬ 
ing  technical  information  about  their 
two  experiments. 

Content  developed  independently 

But  the  denominational  agencies  and 
the  Louisiana  conference  have  developed 
the  content  and  approach  of  their  pro¬ 
grams  separately,  sources  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  Nashville  said. 

"My  dream  is  for  all  74  annual  confer¬ 
ences  to  go  together  to  develop  continu¬ 
ing-education  programs  for  all  clergy  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,”  said  Bishop  Walter  Underwood 
(Louisiana  Area).  He  conceived  the  idea 


of  tying  the  Louisiana  conference’s  nine 
districts  together  for  clergy  profession¬ 
al-development  instruction  by  satellite. 

The  denominational  agencies  are  test¬ 
ing  a  similar  concept,  said  Ed  Gossard  of 
the  United  Methodist  Communications 
staff  in  Nashville.  The  agencies  are  de¬ 
termining  if  satellite  transmissions  can 
effectively  and  economically  link  people 
from  wide  geographical  areas  for  joint 
training  sessions. 

Roger  Burgess,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  said 
he  shares  Bishop  Underwood’s  enthusi¬ 
asm  about  the  potential  for  satellite  con¬ 
nections.  But  he  said  he  thinks  much 
more  testing  is  needed  before  the  total 
church  can  decide  if  it  can  effectively 
use  the  technology. 

“We  have  found  in  our  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  experiments  that  the  cost  of  sat¬ 
ellite  communication  in  organization, 
time  and  money  has  meant  that  we  have 
had  to  go  slowly,”  Mr.  Burgess  said. 

Management  consultant  featured 

The  Louisiana  conference  launched  its 
effort  Sept.  13  with  a  four-hour  presenta¬ 
tion  on  management  and  human  rela¬ 
tions  by  a  corporate  management 
consultant. 

As  part  of  the  program,  the  consultant 
answered  questions  telephoned  to  a  cen¬ 
tral  operator  and  then  read  to  him. 


The  conference  has  scheduled  other 
satellite  sessions  in  November  and  Feb¬ 
ruary. 

The  Louisiana  conference  completes 
its  connection  through  facilities  at  the 
Alternate  View  Network,  an  arm  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  La.,  and  the  Weststar  IV  sat¬ 
ellite.  Bishop  Underwood  said  he  did  not 
have  a  final  price  tag  on  the  transmis¬ 
sions. 

Because  of  different  priorities  through¬ 
out  the  church,  Bishop  Underwood  ac¬ 
knowledged,  all  annual  conferences  may 
not  want  to  join  Louisiana’s  continuing- 
education  enterprise.  But  he  thinks  that 
his  conference,  using  the  facilities  in 
Shreveport,  could  produce  six  national 
training  programs  a  year  for  around 
$150,000. 

Within  the  next  18  months,  Bishop  Un¬ 
derwood  said,  the  conference  plans  to  use 
satellite  technology  to  connect  zone  meet¬ 
ings  of  laity  and  clergy  at  the  46  confer¬ 
ence-owned  satellite  reception  points. 

Four  programs  scheduled 

The  experiment  in  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  transmitted  the  first  of  four  pro¬ 
grams  Sept.  16  and  Sept.  30.  All  four  are 
built  around  the  theme  "A  Parable  and 
20th  Century  Ministry."  The  others  are 
scheduled  for  Oct.  14  and  28. 


Pastors  gather  at  11  sites -in  Califor¬ 
nia,  Colorado,  Hawaii,  New  Mexico,  Mon¬ 
tana  and  Washington  — for  five  hours. 
Each  Western  Jurisdiction  conference  ar¬ 
ranged  to  use  satellite  reception  points  al¬ 
ready  in  their  areas,  Mr.  Gossard  said. 
One,  for  instance,  is  in  a  bowling  alley. 

The  groups  start  by  watching  a  30- 
minute  videotape,  sent  to  the  meeting 
site  in  advance,  Mr.  Gossard  said.  Then 
participants  begin  a  90-minute  dialogue 
by  satellite. 

"The  audio  is  completely  interactive," 
Mr.  Gossard  said.  "That  means  the 
groups  can  hear  each  other  as  well  as 
the  speaker  in  Nashville." 

United  Methodist  Communications  is 
using  the  satellite  connection  facilities  of 
the  Baptist  Telecommunications  Net¬ 
work  in  Nashville  and  the  Spacenet  I  sat¬ 
ellite,  Mr.  Gossard  said.  He  estimated 
the  cost  for  transmitting  the  four  pro¬ 
grams  at  $11,000.  Most  of  that  money 
comes  from  the  $4-million  television- 
telecommunications  fund  established  by 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

The  denominational  agencies  had  orig¬ 
inally  sought  to  use  the  Shreveport  facil¬ 
ities,  said  Curtis  Chambers,  chief  of  the 
Alternate  View  Network  at  First  UMC, 
Shreveport.  But  a  scheduling  conflict 
Sept.  28  in  Shreveport  led  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  officials  to  use 
the  Southern  Baptist  satellite  uplink. 


Panel  reminds  TV 
censorship  possible 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  — Probably  only  the 
threat  of  prior  censorship  will  get  the  TV 
industry  to  "clean  up  its  act”  and  protect 
children  from  unremitting  exposure  to 
violence  and  violent  sex  on  television, 
the  head  of  a  National  Council  of 
Churches  panel  said  here. 

At  a  press  conference  where  more 
than  two  dozen  recommendations  from  a 
two-year  NCC  study  were  unveiled,  the 
Rev.  James  M.  Wall  of  Chicago,  who 
chaired  the  council’s  study  group  on  “Vi¬ 
olence  and  Sexual  Violence  in  Film, 
Television,  Cable  and  Home  Video,” 
said,  “We  are  living  in  a  society  of  the 
stick  and  the  carrot.” 

Just  as  the  movie  industry  started  its 
ratings  system  only  under  threat  of  cen¬ 
sorship,  those  responsible  for  excessive 
violence  on  home  TV  screens  are  likely 
to  change  their  policies  only  if  they  be¬ 
lieve  that  “serious  consequences  will  fol¬ 
low”  if  they  do  not,  said  Mr.  Wall. 

The  committee’s  48-page  report  said 
ending  deregulation  of  the  TV  industry 
and  restoring  the  Federal  Communica¬ 
tions  Commission’s  role  as  overseer  of 


“A  Burden 
to  Her  Mother” 
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Sonia  is  a  twin,  abandoned  by  her 
mother  when  she  was  only  two  months 
old.  The  mother  kept  Soma’s  twin  brother 
but  gave  away  Sonia  because  she  was  too 
poor  to  raise  both  children  and  Sonia 
would  become  a  burden  to  her. 

The  kindly  Christian  staff  at  Mount 
Saint  Joseph  Orphanage.  India,  has  cared 
for  Soma  until  now.  offering  her  to 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN  INC.  for  sponsor¬ 
ship. 

You  could  help  Soma,  or  another  child 
like  her.  by  becoming  a  sponsor  Full  in¬ 
formation  will  be  sent  to  you  on  the  life  of 
the  child  prayerfully  chosen  for  you  to 
help  name,  address,  photo,  life  history. 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  only  $13  a 
month — less  than  44  cents  each  day. 
WCI  is  a  Christian,  non-profit  organization, 
approved  by  the  U  S  government,  and  do¬ 
nations  are  tax  deductible  In  1984. 
90.4%  of  all  funds  received  were  sent 
overseas  for  children’s  food,  clothing  and 
other  needs. 

The  children  are  fed  spiritually  as  well 
as  physically  The  sponsorship  can  last  for 
any  length  of  time. 

Won’t  you  open  your  heart  to  Soma  or 
another  needy  child?  They  have  little  hope 
for  tomorrow  unless  someone  cares. 

Please  write: 


[ 


WORLD'S 

CHILDREN 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child  whoro  fho 

need  is  groolost _ 

Enclosed  is  payment  tor  first  month 


Street _ _ 

Stale  ond  Zip _ ■ 

Writ#  to:  Mr*.  Carol  lv#y,  P.  O.  Box 
'  2979.  Wint#r  Haven,  Fla.  33880. 


the  broadcast  industry  are  the  keys  to 
solving  the  problem  of  violence  and  sex¬ 
ual  violence  on  television.  Such  severe 
measures  are  the  only  way,  said  the  pan¬ 
el  members,  to  require  broadcasters, 
whose  primary  motive  is  profit,  to  exer¬ 
cise  "social  obligations"  to  reduce  vio¬ 
lence  in  their  programming. 

Mr.  Wall,  editor  of  Christian  Century 
magazine,  stressed  that  his  10-member 
committee  is  opposed  to  the  idea  of  cen¬ 
sorship  and  is  more  concerned  about  the 
dissemination  of  programs  that  contain 
excessive  sexual  violence  than  with  halt¬ 
ing  their  production.  "We  don’t  envision 
elimination  of  all  such  media,”  he  said. 
“We’re  asking  the  industry  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  with  how  they  dispense  the  materi¬ 
al,  so  that  children  are  protected  from 
being  exposed  to  it.” 

Ten  years  ago,  he  noted,  a  National 
Council  of  Churches  study  group  would 
have  focused  on  its  opposition  to  censor¬ 
ship.  But  changes  in  media  standards  re¬ 
garding  the  degree  of  violence, 
especially  sexual  violence,  shown  on  the 
screen  have  created  a  situation  that  cre¬ 
ates  new  threats  to  society,  especially  to 
women  and  children. 

Cable  TV  is  the  “new  kid  on  the  block” 
in  the  media  world,  said  Mr.  Wall.  With 
the  availability  of  more  explicit  sexual 
and  violent  films  on  cable  stations,  "the 
networks  are  edging  closer  to  what  is 
available  on  cable,"  he  said,  adding  that 
programmers  at  the  major  networks 
"are  aware  that  for  viewers  cable  is  only 
a  turn  of  the  dial  away.” 

At  hearings  in  Washington,  Los  Ange¬ 
les  and  New  York,  the  study  panel  heard 
testimony  from  researchers,  educators, 
government  officials,  film  and  TV  indus¬ 
try  people  and  representatives  of  advo¬ 
cacy  groups.  According  to  the  report, 
research  has  shown  a  strong  correlation 
between  violence  in  the  media  and  ag¬ 
gressive  behavior  by  some  viewers. 

“Each  TV  network,”  said  the  report, 
“has  only  one  ultimate  objective— to  win 
the  largest  number  of  viewers  during  ev¬ 
ery  half  hour  of  every  day.  The  ratings 
drive  is  the  economic  reality  which  in 
many  ways  lies  at  the  root  of  the  prob¬ 
lem,  at  least  in  television.” 


Member-only  church  trial 
irks  secular  journalists 


From  Religious  News  Service 

SILVER  SPRINGS,  Md.— Because  of 
a  new  United  Methodist  church  law, 
the  Washington  Post  had  to  violate  its 
own  policy  in  order  to  cover  the  recent 
church  trial  of  a  minister  on  charges  of 
sexual  harassment. 

Writers  from  several  publications 
complained  during  the  trial  about  what 
they  considered  an  affront  to  journalis¬ 
tic  traditions  caused  by  the  1984  church 
law. 

The  new  United  Methodist  law  says 
that,  at  the  discretion  of  the  person  ac¬ 
cused,  a  trial  may  be  open  to  observers 
but  only  persons  who  are  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  (Such  a  trial  may  be  closed,  also 
at  the  discretion  of  the  person  accused). 

Papers  had  to  scramble 

Use  of  the  limited-open  option  sent 
publications  scrambling  to  find  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  staff  who  were  United 
Methodists  so  they  could  cover  the  trial 
of  the  Rev.  John  P.  Carter. 

The  trial,  which  received  wide  public 
newspaper  coverage  despite  the  mem- 
bers-only  limitation,  ended  with  a  con¬ 
viction  by  a  panel  of  seven 
clergywomen  and  six  clergymen  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  27).  Some  non-United  Meth¬ 
odist  journalists  later  told  of  having  en¬ 
tered  the  ‘‘court  room”  at  Good 
Shepherd  United  Methodist  Church 
without  being  asked  to  prove  church 
membership. 

Original  reporter  not  UM 

"I  can’t  think  of  another  instance  in 
which  the  paper  let  a  news  source  de¬ 
termine  which  reporter  would  cover 
the  story,”  said  a  Washington  Post  re¬ 
gional  editor  who  covered  the  trial  be¬ 
cause  she  was  the  only  Methodist 
available  for  the  assignment.  The  re¬ 
porter  originally  scheduled  to  do  the 
story  was  told  by  church  officials  she 
would  not  be  allowed  in  since  she  was 
not  affiliated  with  the  denomination. 

Laura  Sessions  Stepp,  Maryland  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Post,  said,  “If  the  NAACP 
said  their  meeting  could  only  be  cov¬ 
ered  by  a  black,  or  a  senatorial  candi¬ 
date  would  speak  only  to  a  particular 
reporter,  we  wouldn’t  agree  to  that. 


“We  raised  the  question  with  the 
bishop,  both  at  my  level  and  at  the 
managing  editor’s  policy  level.  They 
(church  leaders)  said  it  was  an  internal 
church  policy,  and  we  couldn’t  argue 
with  that. 

The  paper  went  ahead  and  covered 
the  story  under  the  restrictions,  Ms. 
Stepp  said,  “because  it  was  a  story  that 
had  enough  significance  in  terms  of 
women’s  rights  and  race  relations  that 
we  decided  we’d  first  get  the  story  and 
second  worry  about  the  implications” 
of  acquiescing  to  the  church  policy. 

Until  1984,  the  denomination’s  Book 
of  Discipline  said  nothing  about  open¬ 
ing  a  trial.  Traditionally,  church  trials 
have  been  closed  unless  the  defendant 
asked  that  they  be  open.  The  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  added  a  provision  that 
codified  that  tradition  but  limited  ob¬ 
servation  to  United  Methodists. 

New  church  law  questioned 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  (West 
Virginia  Area),  who  presided  over  the 
trial  since  the  resident  bishop,  under 
church  law,  is  not  allowed  to  preside, 
said  the  new  law  needs  to  be  examined. 
"It  doesn’t  help  our  relationship  with 
the  media,"  he  said. 

Jan  Lichtenwalter,  editor  of  the 
UMC’s  Baltimore  conference  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  and 
church  liaison  to  non-church  media 
covering  the  trial,  said  she  thought  that 
the  rule  forced  some  newspapers  to 
send  “people  who  were  not  the  best 
qualified  to  cover  the  trial.”  She  noted 
that  the  suburban  Montgomery  County 
Journal  sent  a  photographer  who  was 
United  Methodist  to  write  about  the  tri¬ 
al,  since  the  reporter  assigned  to  the 
beat  was  not  a  member  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  "It  would  have  been  better  to 
ask  reporters  to  show  valid  press  cre¬ 
dentials  to  be  admitted.” 

Robert  Lear  of  Washington,  a 
spokesman  for  the  official  denomina¬ 
tional  United  Methodist  News  Service, 
•said  the  policy  was  "ridiculous”  be¬ 
cause  "it  discriminates  against  news 
media  on  the  basis  of  religious  prefer- 


Bishops  expect  first  draft 
of  nuclear  pastoral  letter 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  — The  first 
draft  of  a  pastoral  letter  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  on  “the  nu¬ 
clear  crisis  and  the  pursuit  of  peace"  is 
expected  to  be  before  the  bishops  when 
they  meet  Nov.  11-15  in  Wichita,  Kans. 

A  committee  headed  by  Bishops  C.P. 
Minnick  Jr.  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  and  C.  Dale 
White  of  White  Plains.  N.Y.,  met  Sept. 
16-17  to  review  preliminary  work  on  the 
pastoral  letter  and  an  accompanying 
"foundation  document."  It  is  expected 
the  final  draft  will  be  before  the  bishops 
in  the  spring  of  1986. 

The  pastoral  letter  and  accompanying 
documents  are  intended  to  provide  the 
base  for  what  the  bishops  hope  will  be  a 
major  study  of  the  issue  in  congregations 
across  the  9.2-million-member  church. 

Merger  priorities  offered 
for  three  black  colleges 

HOUSTON— Trustees  of  three  histori- 
cally-black  Methodist-related  colleges  in 
Texas  will  receive  recommendations  in 
November  for  the  schools’  merger. 

A  steering  committee  from  the  three 
schools  is  recommending  the  merger  fol¬ 
lowing  a  study  by  the  Academy  for  Edu¬ 
cational  Development,  based  in 
Washington 


the  church  today 


THE  CARING  MINISTRY 

A  proven  way  to  establish  and  main¬ 
tain  a  Caring  Ministry  in  your  church. 
For  more  information,  contact  Harold 
Travis  at  (713)  485-1466  or  P.  O. 
Box  96,  Pearland,  Texas  77588. 


In  order  of  priority,  the  committee  fa¬ 
vors  these  merger  plans: 

1. The  three  colleges  merge  in  Austin 
on  the  campus  of  Huston-Tillotson  Col¬ 
lege,  related  to  both  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  the  United  Church  of 
Christ. 

2.  The  three  merge  on  a  new  campus 
to  be  built  in  Houston. 

3.  (a).  Texas  College,  related  to  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Wiley  College,  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  merge  in  Tyler  on  the 
Texas  College  campus. 

(b).  Texas  College  and  Wiley  College 
merge  in  Marshall  on  the  Wiley  College 
campus. 

The  recommendations  will  go  to  a 
trustees’  meeting  Nov.  8. 

Native  American  UMs  share 
faith  with  ‘traditionalists’ 

MOUND.  Minn.  (UMNS)-Native 
American  United  Methodists  and  some 
who  practice  traditional  Indian  religions 
came  together  to  talk  about  their  faith 
experiences  Sept.  11-15. 

“In  One  Spirit,"  was  the  first  of  sever¬ 
al  planned  efforts  to  examine  similar¬ 
ities  between  Christianity  and  some 
traditional  religious  practices  and  dispel 
common  misconceptions  about  the  rigid¬ 
ity  of  Christian  faith. 

Grants  offered  to  help 
elderly  persons  live  at  home 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  new  series  of 
grants  to  non-profit  organizations  that 
help  elderly  people  continue  to  live  at 
home  has  been  announced. 

Seven  foundations  have  launched  the 
new  "Living-at-Home"  program,  which 


will  make  available  as  much  as  $350,000 
over  a  three-year  period  to  at  least  12 
organizations  operating  in  cities  with  the 
largest  number  of  elderly  people. 

Betty  Letzig,  president  of  the  National 
Interfaith  Coalition  on  Aging,  which  has 
endorsed  the  program,  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service:  "This  is  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  church-based  programs 
interested  in  expanding  their  outreach  to 
elderly  people  to  connect  with  other  so¬ 
cial  service  agencies  to  apply.” 

Archives  agency  hears  uses 
of  technology  to  ‘trace  past’ 

MADISON.  N.J.  (UMNS)— Today’s 
technology  is  being  used  increasingly  to 
keep  track  of  United  Methodism's  past, 
the  denomination’s  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History  was  told  Sept.  20-22. 

L.  Dale  Patterson,  who  manages  the 
commission’s  new  data  processing  pro¬ 
gram,  reported  that  computer  equip¬ 
ment  acquired  earlier  this  year  is  in 
operation.  Within  five  years,  Dr.  Patter¬ 
son  said,  it  is  expected  that  the  system 
will  be  able  to  track  materials  from  the 
time  they  are  first  received  at  the  agen¬ 
cy's  headquarters  on  the  campus  of 
Drew  University  here. 

He  said  he  was  unable  to  estimate  the 
number  of  individual  items  in  such  a  sys¬ 
tem,  but  that  the  program  was  being  de¬ 
signed  to  handle  well  into  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  entries. 

Materials  continue  to  pour  into  the 
center  from  national  and  international 
boards  of  the  church,  the  Rev.  William  C. 
Beal,  the  commission’s  archivist,  report¬ 
ed.  In  the  past  year  more  than  1,400  cubic 
feet  of  records  and  papers  have  been  re¬ 
ceived. 


SHREVEPORT,  La. — Bishop  Walter  Underwood  (Louisiana  Area)  begins 
the  Sept.  13  satellite  transmission  to  the  nine  districts  in  the  Louisiana  con¬ 
ference.  The  continuing-education  presentation  for  ministers  originated 
from  the  studio  of  the  Alternate  View  Network  in  Shreveport.  The  network 
belongs  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 

NCC  panel  questions 
council’s  new  leader 
on  media  ‘integrity’ 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  National  Council  of 
Churches  committee  persistently  ques¬ 
tioned  the  council’s  chief  executive,  the 
Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  and  one  of  his  key 
deputies  in  a  day-long  meeting  Sept.  18 
for  a  commitment  that  the  NCC’s  infor¬ 
mation  agency  will  be  able  to  report 
council  news  “with  integrity”  after  a 
proposed  reorganization  takes  place. 

After  two  question-and-answer  ses¬ 
sions  with  Dr.  Brouwer  and  the  Rev. 
Martin  Bailey,  the  NCC’s  information 
committee,  apparently  reassured  by  the 
answers  it  received,  gave  tentative  ap¬ 
proval  to  a  reorganization  that  would 
put  Mr.  Bailey,  a  former  church  maga¬ 
zine  editor,  in  charge  of  the  information 
office  and  the  council’s  research  arm,  in 
addition  to  a  role  he  was  hired  for  last 
May. 

Job  description  given 

At  that  time  he  was  named  to  a  top 
deputy  post  to  manage  the  NCC’s  and  Dr. 
Brouwer’s  relations  with  the  NCC  Gov¬ 
erning  Board  and  the  council’s  31  mem¬ 
ber  churches.  Mr.  Bailey’s  proposed  title 
is  “associate  general  secretary  for  me¬ 
dia  and  member  services.”  A  written  job 
description  indicates  that  he  will: 

•Supervise  offices  of  news  services, 
broadcast  news,  interpretation,  research 
and  governing  board  services. 

•  Direct  the  council’s  public  relations, 
advise  Dr.  Brouwer  on  issues  affecting 
"public  image,"  and  oversee  preparation 
of  news  releases  and  public  statements. 

•  Be  the  council’s  liaison  with  member 
churches. 

•  Provide  any  other  assistance  needed 
by  the  general  secretary  in  dealing  with 
member  churches  and  the  public. 

The  revamping  of  the  information  of¬ 
fice  is  one  piece  of  a  larger  reorganiza¬ 
tion  that  has  been  in  the  planning  stages 
for  more  than  two  years.  The  restruc¬ 
ture  got  underway  in  earnest  shortly  af¬ 
ter  Dr.  Brouwer  became  general 
secretary  of  the  council  Jan.  1.  Plans  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  information  committee 
must  be  scrutinized  by  two  other  panels 
before  they  are  put  in  place. 

The  committee,  which  met  for  more 
than  an  hour  in  executive  session  on  per¬ 
sonnel  matters,  received  resignations 
from  J.  Warren  Day,  who  has  headed  the 
information  office  for  more  than  a  de¬ 
cade  as  assistant  general  secretary  for 
information,  and  Dina  Morello,  a  press 
aide,  who  has  joined  the  staff  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  America  as  assistant 
director  of  its  news  office.  Mr.  Day,  who 
has  not  announced  career  plans,  told 
RNS  he  had  been  planning  to  leave  the 
agency  for  more  than  a  year  and  that  he 
did  not  resign  under  pressure. 

Registration  ‘off  the  record’ 

Mr.  Day’s  resignation  was  repeatedly 
referred  to  by  committee  members  in 
the  portion  of  the  meeting  open  to  the 
press  as  "off  the  record,"  although  news 
of  his  departure  was  widely  discussed  in 
NCC  circles  before  the  announcement. 

In  the  lengthy  exchange  with  Dr. 
Brouwer  and  Mr.  Bailey,  committee 
members,  many  of  them  news  or  public 
relations  specialists  for  NCC  member 
denominations,  asked  whether  the  re¬ 
structuring  proposed  by  Dr.  Brouwer 
would  allow  for  full  and  accurate  report¬ 
ing  of  council  news.  Members  also  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  the  public  relations  and 
news  components  of  Mr.  Bailey’s  job  de¬ 
scription  were  incompatible. 

After  the  questioning  session,  the  com¬ 
mittee  agreed  to  "affirm  the  basic  thrust 
of  the  proposal  but  wishes  to  be  more  in¬ 
volved  in  the  proposal  than  we  have  been 
so  far.”  One  member,  Gary  Rowe,  who  is 
associated  with  Cable  News  Network 
(CNN)  in  Atlanta,  argued  for  using  the 
word  “acquiesce"  rather  than  “affirm.” 

In  an  interview  following  the  meeting, 
chairman  Phil  Jenks,  editor  of  the 
American  Baptist  newspaper  in  Valley 
Forge,  Pa.,  said  in  answer  to  a  question 
that  the  process  was  a  bit  unusual  in  that 
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Dr.  Brouwer  had  hand-picked  a  person 
for  the  job  in  question,  rather  than  seek-’ 
ing  applicants  through  an  advertised 
search  process. 

During  discussion  of  the  information 
office’s  independence,  Irwin  Smallwood 
a  United  Church  of  Christ  layman  and  an 
editor  of  the  Greensboro  (N.C.)  Daily 
News,  said,  “Our  journalistic  integrity  is 
based  on  doing  the  Lord’s  work  in  public 
Any  time  we  go  private,  we’re  suspect.” 

Political,  press  function 

Mr.  Rowe  commented,  “My  problem 
is  that  there  is  both  a  political  and  a 
press  function  here.  This  committee  is 
mindful  of  trying  to  keep  the  news  func¬ 
tion  finely  honed." 

The  chief  executive  said  his  rationale 
for  putting  “member  services”  and  com¬ 
munications  in  the  same  job  was  that 
“our  members’  perception  of  the  council 
is  determined  95  percent  by  the  public 
media,"  and  damaged  by  distortions  in 
the  press. 

Mr.  Bailey,  56,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister,  was  a  consultant  to 
Church  World  Service,  the  council’s  re¬ 
lief  arm.  and  launched  its  periodical 
“CWS  Connections"  before  his  election  in 
May  as  an  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Protestant  and  Orthodox  council. 
From  1972  to  1983  he  was  editor  of  .A.D. 
magazine,  a  joint  venture  of  the  UCC 
and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  ceased  publication  in  1983. 
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Notice 

The  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  would  like  to  call  to  your  atten¬ 
tion  an  error  in  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  1985  Journal.  On  page  269, 
Article  VI:  Conference  Rules,  1.  APPORTIONMENTS.  Rule  No.  1  should  read: 

All  Conference  apportionments  shall  be  annually  apportioned  to  each  local 
church  through  the  application  of  a  decimal  to  be  derived  from  the  following 
factors  taken  from  the  last  published  Journal  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

A.  One-half  on  the  basis  of  membership 

B  One-half  on  the  basis  of  the  following  six  columns  in  the  local  church 
pastor’s  annual  report: 

1)  Current  expenses  for  program  (#35) 

2)  Other  current  expenses  (#36) 

3)  Pastor's  salary  paid  (#38b) 

4)  Associates’  salary  paid  (#39b) 

5)  Utilities  paid  (#40c) 

6)  Travel  allowance  paid  (#41c) 

This  is  the  same  basic  rule  which  has  been  used  for  a  number  of  years. 
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Not  For  Sale 
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A  few  days  ago  I  rose  very  early  to 
make  a  plane  at  the  Baton  Rouge  air¬ 
port.  As  I  drove  out  Highway  110  try¬ 
ing  to  stay  awake  my  attention  was 
arrested  by  the  vehicle  just  in  front 
of  me. 

It  was  a  very  old  pickup  truck.  I’m 
guessing  it  was  about  a  1938  Chevro¬ 
let  half-ton.  The  paint  had  long  ago 
faded  into  a  dull  colorless  finish.  It 
was  impossible  to  know  the  original 
color.  It  was  a  ‘junker’  all  the  way 
from  bumper-to-bumper.  But  in  the 
back  window,  printed  neatly  on  an 
eight  inch  pasteboard  sign,  were  the 
words  NOT  FOR  SALE. 

I  chuckled  as  I  followed  him  to¬ 
ward  the  airport  and  then  I  was 
struck  by  the  seriousness  of  this  inci¬ 
dent.  The  truck  really  wasn’t  for  sale. 
The  owner  and  the  truck  had  been 
good  friends  for  47  years.  The  truck 
had  been  faithful  and  dependable  and 
the  owner  wasn’t  about  to  let  that 
pickup  sit  in  someone  else’s  drive¬ 
way.  It  would  be  a  sin  to  sell  that 
truck.  It  was  “NOT  FOR  SALE." 

Some  things  in  life  just  aren’t  for 
sale. 

The  wristwatch  given  to  me  by 
cherished  friends,  is  not  for 
sale. 

The  inexpensive  souvenir  given 
me  by  the  young  Czech  is  not 
for  sale. 


Centenary  To  Host 
Progoff  Workshop 


On  October  17th-19th,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  along  with  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  will  sponsor  the  inno¬ 
vative  and  highly  successful  Progoff  In¬ 
tensive  Journal  Workshop  for  the 
ministers  and  the  laity  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

This  educational  event  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  College  by  the  Rev.  Wal¬ 
lace  Chappell,  trained  consultant  and 
gifted  leader  of  the  series.  Because  of  its 
success,  this  will  be  the  third  time  in  two 
years  that  portions  of  this  program  have 
been  offered  to  the  Conference. 

The  Intensive  Journal  Workshop  is  a 
unique  study  in  the  techniques  developed 
by  Dr.  Ira  Progoff,  a  prominent  depth 


psychologist,  author,  lecturer  and  re 
searcher.  It  teaches  a  method  of  self 
evaluation  and  enrichment  which  en¬ 
ables  the  participant  to  progressively  re¬ 
structure  his  or  her  life  in  terms  realistic 
to  both  limitations  and  capabilities.  It  is 
in  this  atmosphere  that  new  and  more 
rewarding  prospectives  can  be  achieved. 

The  Intensive  Journal  Workshop  will 
be  offered  in  two  parts.  The  first  is  enti¬ 
tled  Life  Context  and  will  run  from 
Thursday  morning  through  Friday  morn¬ 
ing,  October  17th  and  18th.  The  second 
session  is  entitled  Process  Meditation 
and  will  begin  Friday  afternoon  and 
close  Saturday  afternoon,  October  18th 
and  19th. 


North  Highlands 
UMC  Dedication 


On  Sunday,  July  14th,  North  Highlands 
UMC  held  their  dedication  service  with 
Dr.  Odell  Simmons  as  guest  preacher. 
The  worship  service  and  ceremony  of 
“burning  the  mortgage”  was  followed  by 
a  luncheon.  Rev.  John  Scarf  is  shown 
burning  the  mortgage. 


A  one  day  workshop  on  how  clergy  and 
lay  leaders  can  bring  about  significant 
change  in  state-wide  concerns  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Saturday,  October  19th  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  The  workshop,  entitled  “How  To 
Make  A  Difference:  Influencing  Commu¬ 
nity  Leaders  and  Social  Structures,”  is 
sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Louisiana  Interfaith  Conference.  The 
registration  fee  of  $10.00  includes  lunch. 

The  workshop  will  begin  promptly  at 
9:30  a.m.  with  registration  and  coffee  at 
9  a.m.  The  closing  hour  will  be  3:00  p.m. 
Principal  leader  of  the  workshop  will  be 
Dr.  Tex  Sample,  Professor  of  Church  and 
Society  and  Director  of  Continuing  Edu¬ 
cation  at  the  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  Dr.  Sample  works  and 
teaches  in  the  areas  of  theological  ethics, 
sociology  of  religion,  power,  social 
change  and  social  class.  He  is  a  frequent 
consultant  for  churches  and  for  business 
and  government  organizations.  His  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  dynamic  and  able  speaker  on 
change  strategies  is  well  established. 
Louisiana  is  indeed  fortunate  to  learn 
from  his  expertise  and  experience. 

Dr.  Sample’s  presentations  in  the 
morning  will  focus  on  the  principles  of 
empowerment  and  specific  strategies  of 
empowerment.  Empowerment  is  the 


term  defining  how  effective  negotiation 
with  community  and  governmental  lead¬ 
ers  can  be  achieved  by  a  concerned  con¬ 
stituency  with  adequate  knowledge  of 
issues  and  constructive  tactics.  Follow¬ 
ing  lunch  at  the  church,  four  two-hour 
workshops  will  be  held,  each  applying  to 
a  specific  concern  the  strategies  dis¬ 
cussed  in  the  morning. 

The  workshops  will  consist  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  topics  and  leaders: 

Unemployment  —  led  by  Dr.  George 
Whitfield,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor 
and  Administration,  Louisiana  Office  of 
Employment  Security,  Baton  Rouge. 

Quality  Education  —  led  by  Mr.  Har¬ 
old  Suire,  Vice-President,  Education  Di¬ 
vision,  Baton  Rouge  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Environmental  Concerns  —  Mr.  Dale 
Givens,  Assistant  Secretary,  Office  of 
Water  Resources,  Louisiana  Department 
of  Natural  Resources. 

The  Plight  of  the  Small  Farmer  —  led 
by  Dr.  Mark  Lang,  Assistant  Professor 
of  Agricultural  Economics,  Louisiana 
State  University,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  experts  participating  in  this  activ¬ 
ity  offer  a  valuable  opportunity  for 
Methodists  to  strengthen  their  capabili¬ 
ties  in  leading  our  communities  in 
achieving  important  gains  for  quality  of 
life. 


Jurisdictional  Event  For  Associate 


Members  And  Local  Pastors 


‘The  Potato  Project’  — 
A  Good  Mission  Program 


Workshop  On 
Community  Concerns 


The  extensive  involvement  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  urgent  mis- 
sional  situations  is  not  as  well  known  as 
it  should  be.  Yet,  all  across  this  country 
our  church  has  significant  ministries 
which  address  human  needs  in  rural  ar¬ 
eas,  as  well  as  in  the  inner  city.  Many  of 
these  agencies  depend  heavily  upon  vol¬ 
unteers  who  work  on  a  daily  basis  to  pro¬ 
vide  necessary  help.  Such  a  program  of 
help  throughout  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  called,  “Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion.”  In  1984,  thousands  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  volunteers  participated  in 
“Volunteers  in  Mission”  projects,  serv¬ 
ing  in  desperately  needed  situations  as 
doctors,  dentists,  technicians,  builders, 
teachers  and  ministers  without  any  re¬ 
muneration.  Last  year,  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odists  provided  more  “volunteers  in 
mission”  than  any  previous  year,  and  the 
interest  in  such  a  program  continues  to 
grow  throughout  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 

In  order  to  better  acquaint  the  Meth¬ 
odists  of  Louisiana  concerning  this  im¬ 
portant  program,  two  Mission  Fairs  will 
be  held  in  November.  The  first  is  No¬ 


vember  2nd  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston,  and  the  second  will  be 
held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  November  9th.  These 
one-day  events,  beginning  at  9:45  a.m. 
and  concluding  at  3  o’clock,  are  designed 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  information 
concerning  the  opportunities  available  to 
Louisiana  Methodists  through  “Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission.”  An  explanation  of  the 
program  will  lead  off  the  activities  for 
this  one-day  event,  followed  by  an  after¬ 
noon  of  viewing  the  various  Mission 
Booths  headed  up  by  Louisiana  people 
who  have  become  involved  in  various 
mission  projects. 

Anyone  interested  in  missions  and  par¬ 
ticipating  in  these  Mission  Fairs  is  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend  the  one  nearest  them.  There 
is  no  cost  whatsoever  to  the  participant 
except  for  the  noon  luncheon.  These  fairs 
will  give  basic  information  as  to  how  one 
can  become  involved  in  “Volunteers  in 
Mission,”  and  will  afford  persons  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  discuss  work-team  projects 
with  those  who  have  participated  in  such 
in  the  past. 


Small  Membership  Church 
Workshops  Underway 


The  letter  opener  on  my  desk  is 
not  for  sale. 


The  silver  calendar  is  not  for 
sale. 


My  relationship  with  some  very 
wonderful  human  beings  is  not 
for  sale. 


My  happiest  memories  are  not 
for  sale. 


The  joy  that  has  come  in  my 
moments  of  self-giving  is  not 
for  sale. 


My  experience  of  unconditional 
love  is  not  for  sale. 

My  Christian  faith  is  not  for 
sale. 


Make  your  own  list.  Right  now  take 
a  pen  and  write  down  those  possessions 
not  for  sale.  It  will  do  for  you  what  it 
did  for  me  —  remind  me  of  what  is  of 
primary  value  in  my  life. 


Mr.  Harold  Squire 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
has  designed  a  training  workshop  for 
clusters  of  small-membership  churches 
in  Louisiana.  This  one-day  event  is  for 
the  purpose  of  motivating,  stimulating 
and  training  church  leaders  in  the  small 
church. 

During  the  workshop,  church  leaders 
are  asked  to  consider  the  good  things 
that  are  happening  in  their  church  and  to 
dream  concerning  what  they  would  like 
to  see  happen  in  the  future  throughout 


their  congregation.  In  the  afternoon, 
work  areas  are  conducted  to  give  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  area  of  the  Administrative 
Council,  Church  School  Leaders,  Teach¬ 
ers,  Education  Work  Area  Persons  and 
the  Missional  Priority  of  United  Method¬ 
ism. 

These  workshops  are  conducted  by 
members  of  the  Council  on  Ministries’ 
staff,  which  includes  Mrs.  Carolyn  Pow¬ 
ell,  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Dr.  John  Braden 
and  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson. 


Alexandria  District  Lab  School 


Dr.  George  Whitfield 


Dr.  Harvey  G.  William-  A  partial  group  of  the  churches  in  the  northern  sec- 
son  outlining  the  day’s  tion  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  meeting  at  Elizabeth 
agenda  to  the  participants  United  Methodist  Church, 
of  the  workshop. 


Thirty  four  persons  received  certifica¬ 
tion  at  the  recent  District  Laboratory 
School  held  in  Alexandria  September 
27th-29th.  Rev.  Carl  Bray  and  Mrs.  Pat 
Hogan  were  co-leaders  of  a  District  De¬ 
sign  Team  who  were  responsible  for 
planning  and  implementation. 

Over  one  hundred  children,  youth  and 
adults,  were  involved  in  the  weekend  ex¬ 
perience.  Sixteen  hours  of  intensive 
training,  planning,  teaching,  and  evalua¬ 
tion  were  completed. 

Funding  for  the  project  was  provided 
by  the  Christian  Education  Sunday  Of¬ 
fering,  supplemented  by  district  and  lo¬ 
cal  monies. 

Laboratory  is  the  best  form  of  teacher 
training  available  to  local  churches. 
Theory  and  methods  are  tested  in  actual 
classroom  situations.  These  are  then 
evaluated  in  terms  of  how  to  improve. 


Lab  Leaders:  Don  Cottrill,  John  Bra¬ 
den,  Jo  Biggerstaff,  Dorlis  Glass,  Kathy 
Hinkle,  Larry  Lewis.  Not  pictured  — 
Carl  Bray,  Dean. 


Lake  Charles  District  UMW 
Attends  Leadership  Event 


The  Lake  Charles  District  UMW  Mis¬ 
sion  Team  participated  in  a  district 
leadership  development  event  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri  September  6th-8th.  Seven¬ 
teen  district  teams,  each  representing  a 
conference  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  met  for  the  three  day  program, 
"Share  The  Vision  —  Say  Yes!” 

The  purpose  of  the  event  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  training  for  district  leaders  to 
strengthen  leadership  skills,  enrich  un¬ 
derstandings  of  global  mission,  affirm 
the  role  of  the  districts,  and  to  provide 
basic  orientation  to  theology,  structure 
and  connectionalism  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  and  to  the  program  and  responsibil¬ 
ities  of  United  Methodist  Women.  It  also 
provided  a  time  to  foster  an  exchange  of 
creative  ideas  across  boundaries  of  ge¬ 
ography,  age  and  race. 


Lake  Charles  District  UMW  members 
attending  were:  Betty  Carlin,  District 
President,  Betty  Rowell,  Mary  Lou 
France,  Seola  Callahan,  Geraldine  Bush- 
nell,  Lucille  Campbell,  Geneva  Bell, 
Tammy  Milton  and  Margaret  Ford.  Mary 
Lou  Blakeman,  also  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  was  a  member  of  the  Core 
Planning  Group  and  leadership  team. 

—  Deaths  — 

Rev.  Ruel  H.  Allen,  a  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  liv¬ 
ing  in  Longview,  Texas,  died  Friday,  Oc¬ 
tober  4, 1985. 

Rev.  Carl  T.  Wethers,  a  retired  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
residing  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  died 
Friday,  October  4, 1985. 


“Church  Growth  in  the  Small  Member¬ 
ship  Church”  is  the  theme  of  a  two-day 
regional  workshop  for  the  National  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Associate  Members  and  Local 
Pastors,  November  11-12  at  the  Center 
for  Christian  Renewal  in  Oklahoma  City. 

This  is  the  second  annual  jurisdiction¬ 
al  workshop  designed  especially  with  the 
continuing  education  needs  of  associate 
members  and  local  pastors  in  mind.  It  is 
sponsored  by  NFAMLP,  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  Cokesbury  Educational 
Services. 

Specific  goals  for  the  workshop  in¬ 
clude  affirming  the  pastor’s  role  in  help¬ 
ing  small  membership  churches  grow; 
exploring  biblical  and  theological  under¬ 
standings  of  church  growth;  examining  a 
variety  of  alternatives  for  church 
growth  and  evangelism  in  the  small 
membership  church;  and  sharing  in  the 
supportive  fellowship  of  peers  in  minis¬ 
try. 

The  workshop  will  begin  at  1:00  p.m. 
and  conclude  with  lunch  the  following 


day.  Pre-registration  for  the  event  is  $20 
if  received  two  weeks  prior  to  the  event; 
$25  thereafter.  This  includes  workshop 
leadership  and  participant  materials. 
Spouses  of  full  time  participants  may  at¬ 
tend  the  workshop  free  of  charge. 

One  CEU  (Continuing  Education  Unit) 
will  be  granted  after  full  attendance  at 
the  workshop. 

For  more  information  call  Cokes- 
bury’s  toll  free  number  —  1-800-672- 
1689. 

Mexican  Earthquake 
Relief  Offering 

This  Sunday,  October  13th,  Louisiana 
Methodists  will  be  receiving  a  special  of¬ 
fering  for  Mexican  earthquake  relief. 

Church  treasurers  are  reminded  to 
mark  their  monies  for  Mexico  Disaster 
Fund,  No.  523-5002  and  send  their  remit¬ 
tances  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802. 


If  your  church  is  looking  for  a  worth¬ 
while  mission  project,  you  might  want  to 
consider  becoming  a  part  of,  “The  Pota¬ 
to  Project.” 

Since  its  inception  in  June  of  1983, 
“The  Potato  Project”  has  grown  at  a  diz¬ 
zying  pace.  The  simplicity  of  the  concern 
and  the  effectiveness  of  the  program 
have  caught  the  imagination  of  congre¬ 
gations  across  our  nation. 

This  project,  an  Advance  Special  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  was  start¬ 
ed  by  two  Methodist  ministers  and  is  a 
produce  salvage  program  that  provides 
direct  food  relief  to  our  nation’s  poor 
while  addressing  one  of  the  major  causes 
of  hunger  —  food  waste.  This  two-prong 
attack  on  hunger  is  responsible  for  dis¬ 
tributing  millions  of  pounds  of  potatoes 
to  hungry  Americans  in  a  nationwide  di¬ 
rect  relief  effort.  Any  church  can  be¬ 
come  involved  by  being,  “a  Potato 
Project  partner,”  by  providing  money  to 
cover  the  cost  of  shipping  these  potatoes 
to  various  food  banks  across  the  United 
States. 


A  new  VHS  videotape,  approximately 
15  minutes  in  length,  dramatically  tells 
the  story  of  “The  Potato  Project.’’ 
Churches  may  secure  this  free  of  charge 
from  the  Resource  Center  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office.  Your  church  is  encouraged 
to  consider  this  as  an  Advance  Special 
and  become  involved  in  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  hunger  programs  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70802 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


‘Edelweiss’  news  raises  chorus  of  response 


To  the  Editor; 

We  have  now  reached  an  ultimate 
"low”  in  the  history  of  human  behavior. 

I  refer  to  the  recent  legal  action  taken 
against  church  congregations  to  "stop” 
further  singing  of  a  hymn  using  words 
written  into  the  melody  of  Edelweiss  from 
Sound  of  Music  (see  UMR,  Sept  13). 

We  now  learn  that  Edelweiss  was  never 
an  old  Austrian  folk  song,  which  we  were 
encouraged  to  believe.  The  melody  and 
lyrics  are  the  brain-children  of  the  Rod¬ 
gers  and  Hammerstein  musical  team. 

Therefore,  their  estate,  managers,  pub¬ 
lishers,  attorneys,  after  many  years— 
during  which  our  church  congregations 
enjoyed  singing  that  beautiful  melody  as 
a  benediction—  now  decide  we  are 
"stealing”  their  “property.”  We  must  halt 
our  thievery  or  pay  their  price. 

Well,  we  do  understand  the  laws  of 
copyright  become  involved.  Therefore, 
our  money-grubbing  lawyer  fraternity  is 
once  again  hot  on  the  trail  for  some  ex¬ 
tra  shekels. 

However,  to  us  more  simple  folk,  it 
would  seem  that  both  “creators”  and 
“owners”  of  Edelweiss  could  very  easily 
waive  all  their  “rights"  and,  by  so  doing, 
enjoy  a  sense  of  great  honor  and  deep 
gratification  that  their  song  has  now  be¬ 
come  a  beloved  hymn  sung  in  chorus  by 
many  thousands  of  good  people  during 
church  services  rather  than  threaten  to 
stamp  down  their  own  beautiful  melody. 

In  these  times— these  fearful,  unruly, 
egotistic  and  very  self-interested  times— to 
deny  and  stop  the  singing  of  a  hymn  in  our 
churches  must  surely  rank  as  the  ultimate 
"low”  within  our  woeful  human  family. 

Harry  A.  Maclaren 
Gretna,  Louisiana 

Who  wrote  lyrics? 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  in  the  Sept.  13  is¬ 
sue  by  Jean  Caffey  Lyles  headlined 
“  Edelweiss’  benediction  called  a  no-no”: 

It  seems  to  me  the  late  Oscar  Ham¬ 
merstein  Jr.  was  in  error  saying  he 
wrote  the  lyrics.  He  was  just  smart  to 
copyright  it  in  the  United  States  in  1959. 


Point  is  clear 

To  the  Editor: 

One  of  my  parishioners  handed  me 
this  hastily  drawn  sketch  (at  right)  in 
response  to  the  article  concerning  the 
practice  of  using  Edelweiss  as  a  clos¬ 
ing  tune  in  our  worship  services  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  13).  I  thought  it  too  good 
not  to  forward  to  you. 

The  point  it  makes  is  clear.  John 
and  Charles  Wesley  both  frequently 
gave  Christian  words  to  common 
tunes  as  a  means  of  bringing  the  reli¬ 
gion  to  the  people.  I  fail  to  see  how 
the  use  of  Edelweiss  as  a  tune  for 
whatever  Christian  wording  may  be 
attached  can  do  anything  but  endear 
the  populace  to  the  tune  that  all  free¬ 
ly  recognize  belongs  to  Rodgers  and 
Hammerstein. 

Alvin  C.  Ross 
Hill  City,  Kansas 


I  must  remind  you,  Charles,  that  your 
use  of  O  How  My  Ale  Drinking  Flask 
Doth  Leak  os  a  tune  for  your  new  hymn , 
O  For  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing,  is  a  vi¬ 
olation  of  the  copyright  law  to  that 
tune,  owned  by  the  English  Brewing 
Association.  It  is  against  the  law,  and 
you  could  be  sued. 


In  1941  The  Edelweiss  Chapter  of  the 
Sons  of  Herman,  Houston,  sang  Edelweiss 
in  German  and  then  in  English.  I  am 
sure  members  must  have  done  that  for 
years  before  1941.  It  was  an  old  chapter. 

I  was  told  that  it  was  an  ancient  Ba¬ 
varian  German  prayer. 

Ritta  Preston 
Austin,  Texas 

‘Moonies’  aren’t  Christian 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  read  and  discussed  your  edito¬ 
rial  (see  UMR,  Sept.  6),  my  Sunday 
school  class  strongly  and  unanimously 
feels  that  the  Unification  Church  (Moon- 
ies)  must  not  be  regarded  or  accepted  as 
a  branch  of  Christianity! 

Non-Christians  hear  the  word 
“church”  in  the  name  and  are  led  astray 
to  be  lost  forever.  That  is  not  God's  will 
for  anybody.  Neither  is  “brain  washing!” 

God’s  holy  Word  says:  “The  righteous¬ 
ness  of  God  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
for  all  who  believe.  For  there  is  no  dis¬ 
tinction;  since  all  have  sinned  and  fall 
short  of  the  glory  of  God,  they  are  justi¬ 
fied  by  His  grace  as  a  gift,  through  the 


redemption  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus” 
(Roman  3:22-24  RSV). 

“Therefore  since  we  are  justified  by 
faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Through  Him  we 
have  obtained  access  to  this  grace  in 
which  we  stand,  and  we  rejoice  in  our 
hope  of  sharing  the  glory  of  God”  (Ro¬ 
mans  5:1-2  RVS). 

And  finally  and  plainly:  (Galations  1:9 
RSV)  “As  we  have  said  before,  so  now  I 
say  again,  if  anyone  is  preaching  to  you 
a  gospel  contrary  to  that  which  you  re¬ 
ceived?  let  him  be  accursed.” 

The  Unification  Church  is  not  a  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  It  is  a  cult. 

Howard  Robin 

New  Holland,  Pennsylvania 

More  direct  action  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

On  your  Sept.  6  editorial  “Moonies,” 
what  are  you  as  a  Christian  newspaper 
planning  to  do?  Sit  on  your  duff  and  do 
nothing? 

You  could  immediately  contact  every 
United  Methodist  bishop,  have  them  send 


out  petitions  to  have  Mr.  Moon  sent  back 
to  where  he  came  from  and  have  them 
signed  by  every  church  in  their  district. 

The  petition  should  be  called  "One 
more  strike  against  the  devil.” 

Mrs.  Ernest  Anglley 
Duncan,  Oklahoma 

Same  conclusion  reached 

To  the  Editor: 

Readers  of  the  editorial,  “Are  the 
‘Moonies’  Christians?”  on  the  Unification 
Church  (see  UMR,  Sept.  6)  may  wish  to 
do  further  reading  on  that  body. 

The  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA  has  developed  a  study 
paper  based  on  a  careful  analysis  of  the 
Unification  Church. 

The  study  is  unique  in  that  it  relied 
solely  on  the  documents  of  the  church  it¬ 
self.  In  its  sensitive  but  critical  evalua¬ 
tion,  the  commission  concluded  that 
"The  Unification  Church  cannot  properly 
be  called  a  Christian  Church.” 

The  paper  emerged  from  a  felt  need  of 
local  and  state  councils  of  churches  and 
other  ecumenical  agencies  who  were 
faced  with  a  decision  regarding  the  ad¬ 
mittance  of  the  Unification  Church  into 
their  own  membership. 

The  paper  sells  for  $2  and  can  be  or¬ 
dered  from  the  Commission  on  Faith  and 
Order,  Room  872,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 
New  York,  New  York 

Journal  keeps  me  posted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  kept  up  with  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s 
sabbatical  experiences  through  his 
splendid  “Africa  Journal.’’  His  time 
away  certainly  paid  off,  not  only  for  the 
Dunnam  family  but  for  those  who  have 
read  his  articles. 

Mr.  Dunnam  makes  a  strong  case  for 
“sabbaticals  for  clergy”  when  purpose 
and  scheduling  can  be  agreed  upon  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  20). 

Durwood  Fleming 
Dallas,  Texas 


Africa  Journal 

Mission  work  matches  ideal  in  Sierra  Leone 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  16tb  in  a 
series  of  reflective  articles  by  Reporter 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  regard¬ 
ing  experiences  during  his  recently  com¬ 
pleted  six-month  sabbatical  leave  with 
his  family  in  Africa. 

FREETOWN,  Sierra  Leone— Where 
does  the  reality  of  Christian  missionary 
outreach  most  nearly  match  the  ideal 
described  by  church  mission  officials? 
As  I  reflect  on  this 
question,  this  West 
African  nation 
comes  to  mind. 

Even  during  a 
brief  visit  to  Sierra 
Leone,  we  encoun¬ 
tered  American  mis¬ 
sionaries  carrying 
out  a  variety  of  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
tasks— including  one  assigned  to  serve 
as  an  evangelist. 

We  saw  a  unique  church-sponsored 
clinic  staffed  by  medical  volunteers 
from  the  United  States. 

We  saw  local  churches  reaching  out 
into  the  surrounding  community  with 
schools  for  children  and  occupational 
training  for  adults. 

We  learned  of  a  work  team  planning 
to  come  from  an  annual  conference  in 
the  United  States  to  build  a  parsonage 
for  the  pastor  of  a  congregation  in  one  of 
Freetown’s  poorest  neighborhoods. 

We  even  met  a  minister  from  Sierra 
Leone  who  spent  a  good  part  of  last  year 
as  a  missionary  to  United  Methodists  in 
the  United  States. 

We  saw  Sierra  Leone’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishop,  Thomas  Bangura,  offer  strong 
pastoral  leadership  during  a  four-day 
seminar  for  the  church’s  pastors  at  the 
inland  city  of  Bo. 
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He  struck  a  theme  there  we  had  not 
heard  very  often  or  very  forcefully  from 
church  leaders  in  Africa:  Christian  min¬ 
isters  must  be  willing  to  offer  prophetic 
as  well  as  priestly  leadership  including, 
at  times,  openly  challenging  governmen¬ 
tal  corruption. 

Church  a  former  EUB  mission 

Bishop  Bangura  is  a  huge  man  with  a 
smile  and  heart  to  match  the  rest  of  his 
size.  In  his  office  in  the  six-floor  UMC 
Building,  he  described  how  the  church  in 
Sierra  Leone  had  started  as  a  mission 
from  the  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church. 

When  that  denomination  and  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  merged  in  1968,  the  mission 
became  an  independent  church.  A  decade 
later  the  church  decided  it  would  be  more 
comfortable  as  an  annual  conference  re¬ 
lated  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

One  of  the  bishop’s  assistants  took  us 
out  to  Musselman  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  vital  congregation  in  an  im¬ 
poverished  area  of  Sierra  Leone’s  capi¬ 
tal  city.  There  we  saw  an  aging  but 
well-built  church. 

A  half  block  away  we  saw  the  founda¬ 
tion  being  laid  for  a  parsonage  funded  by 
the  San  Carlos  United  Methodist  Church 
in  San  Diego,  Calif.  A  16-member  work 
team  from  that  church,  including  build¬ 
ers,  electricians,  engineers  and  medical 
specialists,  was  slated  to  come  to  erect 
the  parsonage  shortly  after  our  visit. 

Up  the  hill  from  the  parsonage  is  a 
UMC-sponsored  school  where  we  were 
politely  mobbed  by  curious  students.  Be¬ 
cause  of  a  shortage  of  facilities,  the 
school’s  1,300  students  are  divided  into 
two  groups,  with  one  attending  in  the 
morning  and  the  other  in  the  afternoon. 

It  seemed  obvious  to  us  that  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  group’s  time  in  Sierre  Leone 
would  involve  much  more  than  helping 
one  pastor  and  his  family  have  a  decent 
place  to  live  near  their  church. 

It  also  would  foster  the  church's  total 
involvement  in  the  lives  of  people  around 
the  Musselman  church,  most  of  whom  are 
manual  laborers  and  petty  traders.  It  like¬ 
ly  also  would  have  a  life-changing  effect 
on  the  members  of  the  work  team— a 
speculation  confirmed  by  the  group’s  lead¬ 
er  following  the  team’s  return. 

An  innovative  healing  ministry 

We  visited  Brown  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  nearby  suburb  of 
Kissy  and  were  impressed  by  its  day 
school,  its  training  program  for  women  and 
especially  the  Kissy  Eye  Clinic  it  houses. 

Dr.  Knute  Guldjord,  an  opthamologist 
and  Lutheran  layman  from  Bremerton, 
Wash.,  was  dealing  one  by  one  with  a  long 
line  of  patients  with  eye  problems  the  day 
we  were  there.  He  was  taking  most  of  a 
month  away  from  his  private  practice  in 
the  United  States  to  staff  the  clinic. 

Remarkably,  Dr.  Guldjord  was  not 
there  as  part  of  any  structured  mission 
but  because  he  had  met  the  clinic’s 
founder.  Dr.  Lowell  Gess,  at  a  medical 
convention  and  agreed  to  come  as  a  vol¬ 
unteer  (see  related  story  about  Dr.  Gess 
and  the  clinic  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Dr.  Guldjord  spoke  appreciatively  of 
the  clinic’s  equipment  and  facilities.  He 
said  it  is  the  only  clinic  in  Sierra  Leone 
where  all  types  of  opthomological  treat¬ 
ment  are  available,  including  surgery. 

Asked  why  he  accepted  Dr.  Gess’  invi¬ 
tation.  Dr.  Guldjord  said,  "We  all  like  to 
feel  we  are  doing  something  worthwhile 
in  life  and  doing  God’s  will.  I  feel  a  very 
deep  relationship  to  God  as  I  use  my  tal¬ 
ents  here  among  these  people.  " 

We  took  a  five-hour,  rain-soaked  van 
ride  to  Sierra  Leone's  interior  with  Bish¬ 


op  Bangura  and  several  ministers. 

Along  the  way  we  were  amazed  by  vast 
amounts  of  uncultivated  land.  We  had  be¬ 
come  accustomed  to  East  Africa  where 
the  dense,  land-hungry  population  culti¬ 
vates  virtually  every  available  acre. 

Farming  ‘not  attractive’ 

“Farming  was  not  presented  as  an  at¬ 
tractive  way  of  earning  a  living  by  Euro¬ 
pean  colonialists,”  Bishop  Bangura  said. 
“They  taught  that  ‘good  work’  was  look¬ 
ing  for  gold  and  diamonds  or  working  in 
an  office  for  a  salary,  not  working  in  a 
field.  We’re  still  having  to  live  with  the 
consequences  of  that  attitude.” 

After  our  late  afternoon  arrival  at  the 
UMC’s  Bible  Training  and  Vocational  In¬ 
stitute  at  Bo,  Bishop  Bangura  called  the 
gathering  of  40  to  50  ministers  together. 

In  some  ways  it  seemed  very  much 
like  ministers  meetings  I’ve  attended  in 
other  settings.  This  one  will  stand  out  in 
my  memory,  however,  because  it  was 
conducted  by  candlelight  (no  electricity) 
and  because  of  the  bishop’s  statement 
that  "ours  is  the  only  denomination  in  Si¬ 
erra  Leone  providing  this  kind  of  con¬ 
tinuing  education  help  for  pastors."  A 
fitting  reminder,  I  thought,  of  how  we 
tend  to  take  such  basic  gifts  for  granted. 

Need  for  prophetic  ministry  cited 

The  focus  of  this  seminar,  Bishop  Ban¬ 
gura  said,  is  equipping  pastors  to  be  pro¬ 
phetic  in  their  ministry,  using  the  Old 
Testament  book  of  Amos  as  the  text. 

The  minister  leading  the  evening  de¬ 
votion  soon  showed  that  this  theme  was 
more  than  window  dressing.  He  de¬ 
clared:  "Ours  has  become  a  society  of 
grabbing,  grabbing,  grabbing.  . . .  Many 
of  our  leaders  have  lied,  stolen  and  even 
killed  to  lay  up  for  themselves  treasures 
on  earth. 

"We  have  condoned  the  corruption  of 
our  society  for  too  long.  We  have  a  voice. 
Let  us  use  it  to  speak  out  in  selfless  ser¬ 
vice  to  God.” 

A  similar  chord  was  struck  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning  by  another  devotion  leader 
who  said: 

“We  must  declare  that  God’s  plumb 
line  extends  down  into  the  world  today 
on  governments,  which  tread  on  the 
downtrodden,  and  on  people  who  pretend 
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BO,  Sierra  Leone— United  Methodist 
Bishop  Thomas  Bangura  of  Sierra  Leone 
strikes  a  characteristic  pose  during  a 
seminar  earlier  this  year  in  which  minis¬ 
ters  were  urged  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  Old  Testament  prophet  Amos  when 
circumstances  demand  it. 


to  be  godly  and  then  go  into  the  market 
and  sell  scarce  rice  and  gasoline  at  an 
immoral  price.  We  should  leave  here 
prepared  to  preach  fearlessly.” 

I  saw  and  heard  of  numerous  evi¬ 
dences  of  corruption  in  Sierra  Leone, 
though  to  a  much  lesser  extent  than  in 
our  previous  stop  in  Liberia.  I  asked 
Bishop  Bangura  if  the  choice  of  Amos  as 
a  focal  point  for  this  event  was  acciden¬ 
tal  or  intentional. 

“Amos  is  very  relevant  to  our  situa¬ 
tion,”  the  bishop  said.  “We  in  the  church 
probably  have  not  spoken  out  as  often  or 
as  forcefully  as  we  should  have  in  the 
past.  We’re  trying  to  equip  our  ministers 
to  do  a  better  job  in  the  future.” 

A  depressing  situation 

The  bishop  and  others  described  a  de¬ 
pressing  situation  in  Sierra  Leone:  short¬ 
ages  of  gasoline,  rice,  foreign  exchange, 
a  government  basically  unresponsive  to 
public  opinion  and  an  aging  head  of  state 
who  did  not  come  to  power  by  popular 
ballot  and  isn’t  likely  to  transfer  power 
voluntarily  to  anyone  else. 

The  situation  is  ripe  for  a  military 
coup,  and  everyone  knows  it.  This  knowl¬ 
edge  is  a  major  part  of  the  general  at¬ 
mosphere  in  which  the  church  must 
work. 

Until  changes  in  the  government  oc¬ 
cur,  Bishop  Bangura  said  the  church’s 
role,  in  addition  to  speaking  out  more 
forcefully  for  public  integrity  and 
against  dishonesty,  is  to  identify  those 
people  in  public  life  who  can  be  trusted 
and  to  hold  them  up  as  models. 

UM  missionary/evangelist  found 

During  the  course  of  the  seminar,  I 
was  surprised  to  meet  the  Rev.  Dale  Ep- 
ple,  a  United  Methodist  missionary  from 
East  Ohio  assigned  to  Sierra  Leone  as  an 
evangelist. 

In  all  the  debate  about  "mission  phi¬ 
losophy”  during  the  past  year  or  so.  I’ve 
heard  our  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  repeatedly  accused  of 
being  “anti-evangelism.” 

I  don’t  recall  hearing  anyone  point  out 
that  the  same  mission  board  does  still 
fund  and  assign  American  missionaries 
to  serve  as  evangelists  when  they  are  re¬ 
quested  by  an  overseas  church. 

Mr.  Epple  said  his  responsibility  is  to 
evangelize  people  and  plant  new 
churches  in  the  northern  part  of  Sierra 
Leone.  He  said  he  was  contacted  about 
the  possibility  of  serving  under  the  new 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists. 

“I  have  no  hostility  to  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  and  agree  with  many  of  their  goals, 
but  I  could  see  no  reason  to  turn  from  a 
structure  that  is  working  effectively  and 
has  a  long  tradition  of  support  from  the 
church  here,"  Mr.  Epple  said. 

Ironically,  the  placement  of  Mr.  Epple 
and  his  Liberian  wife  was  made  possible 
when  another  couple  originally  sched¬ 
uled  to  assume  the  evangelist’s  role  de¬ 
cided  to  accept  an  assignment  elsewhere 
with  the  Mission  Society. 

Mr.  Epple's  work  is  going  very  well, 
he  said,  and  he  sees  the  continuing  need 
for  a  combination  of  overseas  missionar¬ 
ies  and  indigenous  evangelists  working 
together  if  the  best  possible  results  are 
to  be  produced. 

Bishop  Bangura  agrees.  With  “one  or 
two  exceptions"  he  says  the  missionaries 
sent  by  the  UMC  to  Sierra  Leone  have 
been  very  dedicated  and  effective.  In 
fact,  the  bishop  believes  the  church  in  Si¬ 
erra  Leone  would  be  helped  by  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  at  least  two  more  missionaries: 
another  evangelist  and  a  doctor. 

“We’ve  been  told  though  that  there’s  a 
limit  to  the  number  which  can  be  sent," 
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My  Witness 

Does  UM  network 
include  therapist? 


By  DANIEL  E.  BONNER  JR. 

My  wife  and  I  always  knew  United 
Methodism  was  "connectional.”  Nearly 
three  years  ago,  we  learned  firsthand 
how  that  connection  upheld  our  family 
and  our  tiny  2-pound  baby. 

Today  we  hope  that  connection  can  be 
the  means  of  discovering  the  person  she 
needs  on  her  road  to  self-reliance:  a 
physical  therapist. 

Our  daughter,  Angela,  was  born  three 
months  prematurely  and  spent  11  V* 
weeks  in  neonatal  intensive  care.  During 
that  time,  our  local  church  sustained  us 
with  their  prayers  and  love  and  shared 
tears  during  our  long  stretches  of  uncer¬ 
tainty  over  Angela’s  survival  and  long¬ 
term  prospects. 

And  our  "connection"  with  our  brother 
and  sister  clergy  throughout  our  confer¬ 
ence  operated  over  miles  and  time  to 
make  God’s  love  a  reality— even  beside 
a  struggling,  13-inch-long  baby’s  hospital 
bed. 

Our  district  superintendent  and  bishop 
came  there  as  well  to  assure  us  of  their 
concern.  And  our  conference’s  health  in¬ 
surance  paid  every  bill,  so  our  worries 
about  Angela  would  not  be  compounded 
by  fear  of  the  $60,000  cost. 

She  made  it!  Today  our  blond,  brown¬ 
eyed  girl  gives  love  to  everyone  she 
meets,  locally  and  throughout  the  con¬ 
nection.  She  has  won  the  hearts  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  the  United  Methodists  from 
Canada  and  the  midwestern  states  who 
spend  their  winters  worshiping  with  us  in 
Texas’  tropical  Rio  Grande  Valley. 

She  attends  our  toddler  class  in  church 
school,  sings  Jesus  loves  me  and  prays 
every  night  for  all  those  to  whom  she’s 
connected  by  love  and  faith. 

Angela  has  cerebral  palsy.  Not  un¬ 
common  among  premature  babies,  this 
condition  resulted  in  her  case  from  a 
brain  hemorrhage  shortly  after  birth 


that  disrupted  the  signals  between  her 
brain  and  her  extremities. 

She  is  spastic  (stiff)  and  has  trouble  re¬ 
laxing  her  legs  enough  to  stand  and 
walk.  Her  intelligence  is  normal,  as  are 
her  senses.  Most  important,  she  has 
made  significant  progress  during  her 
early  childhood  because  of  dedicated 
speech,  occupational  and  physical  thera¬ 
pists  who  work  on  what  she  can  do. 

Now  the  only  physical  therapist  work¬ 
ing  with  children  in  our  city  of  100,000 
people  has  retired.  Our  clinic  has 
searched  in  vain  for  nearly  one  year  for 
a  replacement.  Can  our  connection  help? 

Is  there  someone  reading  these  words 
who  is  a  physical  therapist  or  knows  one 
who  would: 

(1)  serve  a  clinic  and  school  with  pa¬ 
tients  from  birth  to  21  for  a  competitive 
salary; 

(2)  live  in  our  valley- both  magic, 
with  beach  and  year-round  temperate 
climate,  but  also  tragic  and  missional  in 
its  poverty  and  need  for  compassionate 
professionals  to  “bind  up  the  broken 
hearted,”  including  handicapped  chil¬ 
dren; 

(3)  give  our  special  child  and  her  hun¬ 
dreds  of  counterparts  a  chance  for  a 
self-reliant  life  by  early  intervention? 

We  believe  and  hope  someone  in  our 
connection  is  the  right  one  to  hear  God’s 
call  and  ours  to  this  special  ministry. 
Please  let  us  hear  from  you. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  for  the  Christian  life. 
The  Rev.  Dan  E.  Bonner  Jr.  is  pastor  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Brownsville,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas 
Conference).  Responses  to  Dr.  Bonner’s 
article  will  be  forwarded  to  him. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 
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FREETOWN,  Sierra  Leone— Local  workers  prepare  the  foundation  for  a 
new  parsonage  for  the  Musselman  United  Methodist  Church  as  curious 
youngsters  who  attend  the  UM-sponsored  school  nearby  watch.  The  parson¬ 
age  was  funded  by  the  San  Carlos  United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Diego, 
Calif.,  and  built  by  members  of  a  work  team  from  that  congregation  who 
spent  three  weeks  in  Sierra  Leone  during  August.  The  new  parsonage  will 
enable  the  pastor  and  his  family  to  live  near  the  church  in  the  heart  of  a  pov¬ 
erty-stricken  community  to  which  the  church  is  seeking  to  minister. 


he  said. 

Although  reluctant  to  complain  about 
a  generally  positive  relationship,  Bishop 
Bangura  said  there  are  nagging  irrita¬ 
tions,  one  of  which  is  a  lack  of  personnel 
in  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  New 
York  office  with  an  African  outlook. 

“All  three  officers  there  who  relate  to 
Africa  are  Americans,”  he  said.  “When 
there  are  vacancies,  they  don’t  even  ad¬ 
vertise  outside  the  U.S.  This  makes  us 
feel  as  though  we  still  are  treated  differ¬ 
ently  than  our  counterparts  in  the  U.S.  I 
think  this  difficulty  would  be  helped  if 
we  had  at  least  one  African  on  the 
board’s  Africa  staff.” 

Another  kind  of  missionary 

I  met  yet  another  kind  of  missionary 
among  the  ministers  at  Bo:  the  Rev.  Da¬ 
vid  Bockeri,  a  UM  district  superinten¬ 
dent  in  Sierra  Leone  who  spent  10 
months  of  1984  in  the  United  States,  eight 
of  them  in  the  Northwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference. 

His  tasks:  to  develop  mission  aware¬ 
ness  among  those  who  lack  it,  to  raise 


mission  awareness  among  those  who 
have  lost  it  and  to  extend  mission  aware¬ 
ness  among  those  who  already  have  it. 

Was  that  “reverse  mission”  a  success? 
“I  traveled  to  every  part  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  and  received  a  wonderful  recep¬ 
tion,”  Mr.  Bockeri  Said.  “I  saw  many 
evidences  of  increased  mission  aware¬ 
ness  during  our  months  there.” 

Bishop  Bangura,  Mr.  Epple  and  Mr. 
Bockeri  all  agree:  There  is  a  continuing 
need  for  missionary  outreach  “both  to 
and  from  the  U.S.” 

To  that  I  would  add  a  hearty  “amen." 

We  were  positively  impressed  by  the 
vast  majority  of  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  we  met  during  our  travels  in 
Africa.  We  were  equally  inspired  by  the 
faith  and  dedication  of  the  many  United 
Methodist  leaders  we  met  who  are  con¬ 
temporary  outgrowths  of  the  missionary 
movement. 

Christians  in  the  United  States  have  as 
much  to  learn  from  them  about  life  and 
faith  as  we  have  to  teach  and  share  with 
them. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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‘Vital  church’  signs  cited 

Bishop  says  growth  follows  meeting  personal  needs 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  congregations  hav¬ 
ing  trouble  attracting  and  holding  mem¬ 
bers  must  risk  spending  money  on  pro¬ 
gram  improvements  if  those  churches 
expect  to  grow,  a  retired  bishop  studying 
church  revitalization  said  recently. 

"If  a  church  improves  the  quality  of 
its  ministry,  its  programs  and  all  the 
other  accoutrements  associated  with  a 
revitalized  church,  then  quantitative 
growth  will  follow,”  retired  Bishop  Roy 
C.  Nichols  said  to  a  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  church-growth  workshop. 

The  former  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Pittsburgh  and  New  York  Areas  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  research  and  demonstration 
project  on  local  church  revitalization 
through  1988  for  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Rejuvenating  a  church  program  in  the 
face  of  declining  membership  and  lag¬ 
ging  attendance  may  take  "sacrificial 
stewardship,”  Bishop  Nichols  said. 

But  he  said  he  would  guarantee  that  if 
a  church  identifies  and  organizes  to  meet 
spiritual  and  social  needs  within  its  com¬ 
munity,  new  members  would  come.  Peo¬ 
ple  gravitate  toward  organizations  that 
meet  their  need,  he  said.  Therefore,  revi¬ 
talized  churches  must  keep  identifying 
needs  and  looking  for  ways  to  meet  those 
needs. 

Vital  program  areas  identified 

Bishop  Nichols  said  that  initial  re¬ 
search  for  his  church  revitalization  pro¬ 
ject  shows  that  local  churches  lacking 
vitality  almost  always  need  to  beef  up 
seven  program  areas: 

•  children  and  youth  ministries; 

•  worship; 

•  preaching; 

•  small-group  fellowship; 

•  congregational  care; 

•  special  ministries  to  various  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  congregation  and  communi¬ 
ty; 

•  counseling. 

Most  vital  congregations  maintain 
prospect  lists  of  children  not  attending 


churches,  Bishop  Nichols  said,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  those  churches  aggressively  seek 
ways  to  involve  those  youngsters. 

"They  make  (advance)  calls  on  Satur¬ 
day  mornings,”  he  said.  “They  offer  to 
pick  up  children  and  take  them  home 
again.” 

Church-school  programs  in  those 
churches  include  learning  poems,  prac¬ 
ticing  skits  or  preparing  short  plays  for 
presentations  every  few  months,  Bishop 
Nichols  said. 

“That’s  so  you  have  things  to  invite  the 
parents  to  seasonally,”  he  said.  “The  kids 
then  become  little  evangelists.  You  in¬ 
volve  the  parents  through  the  children.” 

Declining  churches  often  have  no 
church  school  or  ministry  for  children, 
Bishop  Nichols  noted.  That’s  because  the 
congregation  members  are  usually  older 
and  have  no  young  children. 

The  bishop  said  those  churches  should 
compare  the  local  school  population  to 
the  number  of  youngsters  involved  in 
area  churches.  The  difference  is  the  po¬ 
tential  for  ministry. 

Teen-agers  provide  another  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  outreach,  Bishop  Nichols  said. 

“I’m  very  much  concerned  that 
churches  need  to  bring  youth  social  ac¬ 
tivities  within  the  confines  of  the 
church— even  if  that  means  having  a  se¬ 
curity  guard  at  the  door,”  he  said. 

"Youth  need  to  develop  their  own 
crowd.  But  now  they  are  being  pulled 
into  lifestyles  they  don’t  necessarily 
want  because  they  have  no  options.” 

Church  leaders  need  to  recruit  leaders 
for  youth  groups  and  plan  programs 
very  carefully,  Bishop  Nichols  said. 
That’s  because  bad  experiences  in  youth 
groups  could  drive  young  people  away 
from  the  church. 

Worship  must  praise  God 

Worship  in  vital  churches  praises  God 
and  inspires  people  through  music,  con¬ 
gregational  involvement,  ritual  and 
preaching,  Bishop  Nichols  said. 

“In  a  lot  of  places  we’ve  forgotten  that 
Christianity  is  a  religion,’’  he  said. 
"We’ve  got  the  form  of  godliness,  but  the 


power  is  not  there.  We  have  lost  the  im¬ 
mediate  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Church  services  that  are  tied  too  tightly 
to  regular  rituals  or  that  present  a  cele¬ 
bration  like  entertainment  limit  the  spon¬ 
taneity  of  a  religious  experience,  he  said. 

Preaching  in  vital  churches  is  almost 
always  biblically  based,  Bishop  Nichols 
said.  The  messages  enhance  the  under¬ 
standing  of  God’s  will  and  motivate  peo¬ 
ple  to  do  that  will. 

"It’s  my  belief  that  unless  the  preach¬ 
ing  is  biblically  based,  the  largest  seg¬ 
ment  of  what  constitutes  the  church  is 
not  going  to  have  the  encounter  with  the 
Bible  it  needs  to  have,”  he  said. 

Vital  congregations  usually  involve 
congregation  members  in  small  classes 
that  meet  once  or  twice  a  week,  Bishop 
Nichols  said.  These  classes,  sometimes 
called  a  "school  for  Christian  living,” 
meet  for  six  to  eight  weeks  at  a  time  and 
treat  specific  topics  identified  as  com¬ 
munity  needs. 

Examples  include  personal  financial 
management,  Bible  studies  and  how  par¬ 
ents  can  deal  with  teen-age  sexual  devel¬ 
opment,  he  said. 

"The  small  groups  get  people  attuned 
to  the  church  as  a  teaching,  learning, 
caring  place,”  Bishop  Nichols  said. 
"They  are  also  a  way  of  doing  evange¬ 
lism  because  you  advertise  the  program 
in  the  community.” 

Other  small  groups  form  a  compre¬ 
hensive  care  system  in  vital  congrega¬ 
tions,  the  bishop  said. 

In  these  programs  various  laypeople 
are  trained  to  keep  track  of  a  small  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  congregation,  he  said.  These 
laypeople  usually  greet  people  in  their 
group  each  Sunday,  call  on  people  who 
have  missed  two  Sunday  services,  share 
times  of  sorrow  or  joy  with  group  mem¬ 
bers  and  inform  the  minister  of  any  pas¬ 
toral  needs. 

“The  goal  is  to  draw  more  people  into 
the  fellowship  of  the  church,"  Bishop 
Nichols  said.  “The  leaders  are  trained  to 
see  that  no  members  or  constituents  are 
overlooked,  neglected,  left  out  or  lost." 

Special  ministries  to  the  singles,  shut- 
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Church  and  Society 
boycotts  Campbell, 
postpones  on  grapes 


Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols 

ins,  the  elderly  or  residents  of  local 
health-care  facilities  involve  vital  con¬ 
gregations  in  their  own  communities, 
Bishop  Nichols  said,  by  forcing  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  reach  outside  itself. 

Many  of  these  programs,  particularly 
in  smaller  churches,  are  done  in  cooper¬ 
ation  with  local  ecumenical  church  coun¬ 
cils,  he  said. 

Vital  churches  generally  provide 
members  a  place  to  turn  for  immediate 
help  with  anxieties  of  modern  living,  the 
bishop  said. 

Counselors,  usually  trained  lay  volun¬ 
teers,  make  no  attempt  to  be  psycholo¬ 
gists,  he  said.  They  just  do  what  they 
can.  If  people  need  more  help,  the  coun¬ 
selor  refers  them  to  an  appropriate 
agency. 

Using  standards  based  on  these  seven 
areas,  Bishop  Nichols  has  asked  officials 
in  each  annual  conference  to  nominate 
model  churches  as  “vital  congrega¬ 
tions.”  By  contrast,  church  leaders  in 
five  specific  areas  have  been  asked  to 
identify  five  or  six  churches  that  need 
revitalization. 

Bishop  Nichols  said  he  would  include  a 
profile  of  each  model  church  in  the  book 
that  will  result  from  his  project. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Boycotts  and  rumors 
of  boycotts  dominated  the  fall  meeting 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

By  the  end  of  the  four-day  meeting 
Oct.  2-5,  the  denomination’s  social  action 
agency  had  endorsed  a  boycott  of  Camp¬ 
bell  Soup  Co.  products.  But  Church  and 
Society  directors  also  rejected  a  strong 
recommendation  from  one  of  their  own 
committees  to  boycott  table  grape  grow¬ 
ers  who  employ  non-union  labor 

The  boycott  action  against  Campbell 
is  non-binding  on  church  members  and 
contained  no  specific  suggestions  for  im¬ 
plementation. 

The  action  climaxed  more  than  four 
years  of  board -supported  efforts  to  pro¬ 
mote  three-way  collective  bargaining  in¬ 
volving  Campbell,  the  Farm  Labor 
Organizing  Committee  and  farmers  in 
Ohio  and  Michigan  who  raise  crops  for 
Campbell.  (Annual  conferences  in  those 
states  have  not  endorsed  a  similar  boy¬ 
cott.) 

But  instead  of  endorsing  a  boycott  of 
non-union  table  grapes,  board  members 
voted  to  support  reconciliation  efforts 
underway  by  the  United  Methodist  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada  Annual  Conference  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  These  efforts  aim 
to  reconcile  church  members,  grape 
growers  and  workers  and  “others  in  the 
agricultural  community”  involved  in  on¬ 
going  labor  disputes  within  California’s 
table  grape  industry. 

Action  taken  despite  progress 

Neither  action  came  without  arduous, 
time-consuming  debate.  Nearly  two 
hours  was  spent  in  the  plenary  session  on 
the  grape  boycott  alone. 

Board  members  sought  in  both  cases 
to  balance  three  things:  (a)  concern  for 
underpaid  farm  workers;  (b)  recognition 
of  the  often-well-meaning  efforts  of 


Fundamentalists 

Professor  says  ‘orderliness  of  life’  helps  attract  many  to  ‘Bible’  churches 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

The  "orderliness  of  life”  in  fundamen- 
alist  churches  is  attracting  large  num- 
ers  of  people  each  year,  particularly 
rom  suburban  areas,  says  an  Emory 
Jniversity  professor  of  sociology  and 
heology. 

The  result,  she  added,  is  a  growing 
umber  of  fiercely  independent  "Bible” 
hurches  that  adhere  to  strict  fundamen- 
alist  beliefs. 

"Fundamentalists  tend  to  look  at  the 
rorld  as  chaotic,"  says  Nancy  Ammer- 
nan,  a  seminary  professor  at  United 
iethodist-related  Candler  School  of 
'heology  in  Atlanta. 

Dr.  Ammerman  based  her  remarks  on 
ier  recently-completed  doctoral  disser- 
ation.  Her  dissertation  followed  a  three- 
rear  study  of  fundamentalism  and  in 
>articular  on  an  independent  "baptistic” 
:hurch  in  Connecticut. 

She  says  her  conclusions  back  up  the 
[eneral  understanding  that  in  most  fun- 
lamentalist  churches  half  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  grew  up  in  extremely  conser¬ 


vative  or  fundamentalist  churches  and 
half  were  “converted"  into  fundamental¬ 
ism. 

"They’re  looking  for  someone  or  some¬ 
thing  to  provide  a  detailed  plan  of  order 
and  meaning  to  life  . . .  and  they  find  that 
plan  in  the  literal  words  of  the  Scripture 
. . .  which  are  often  interpreted  by  earth¬ 
ly  authorities,  especially  the  pastor.” 


Looking  for  ‘yes/no’  answers 

In  suburban  areas,  where  so  much 
"worldliness,”  temptation  and  greed  sur¬ 
rounds  them,  these  people  are  anxious 
for  someone  to  rise  up  and  say  “yes”  or 
"no”  and  they’re  finding  it  in  fundamen¬ 
talist  churches,  she  said  in  an  interview. 

People  drawn  into  these  mostly-inde- 
pendent  churches  are  not  necessarily 
coming  in  large  numbers  from  mainline 
denominations,  she  contends.  Instead, 
their  growth  is  from  a  combination  of 
“former  mainliners,”  the  non-churched 
and  the  once-churched. 

“That’s  not  to  say  there  aren’t  plenty 
of  Methodists  and  Presbyterians  who  are 
becoming  more  fundamentalists  in  their 
thinking  and  leaving  their  denomina¬ 


tions.  A  lot  are,  but  a  lot  of  others  are 
becoming  more  fundamentalistic  and 
they’re  staying  (in  their  respective  de¬ 
nominations)  in  hopes  of  reforming  those 
denominations  away  from  what  they  see 
as  growing  liberalism,"  the  Southern 
Baptist  laywoman  and  professor  of  soci¬ 
ology  and  religion  says. 

Those  people  are  known  as  "tradition¬ 
alists,”  she  explains. 

When  specifically  asked  about  any 
flight  from  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  fundamentalism,  the  professor  esti¬ 
mated  the  number  was  “probably  very 
small.” 

“Sure,  a  lot  of  people  are  leaving  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  it’s  probably 
to  go  nowhere,”  she  contends.  “The  funda¬ 
mentalist  churches  are  drawing  small 
numbers  from  all  the  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  but  from  no  one  in  particular.” 

Believe  in  Bible  literally 

Dr.  Ammerman  defines  fundamental¬ 
ists  as  “people  who  believe  unequivocally 
in  the  literal  meaning  of  the  Bible.  The  Bi¬ 
ble  is  central  to  who  they  are,  and  virtual¬ 
ly  every  decision  is  made  around  it.” 


Nancy  Ammerman 

[Time  magazine,  in  a  recent  cover  story 
on  fundamentalism,  adds  another  dimen¬ 
sion  to  the  definition:  "Fundamentalists 
. . .  have  a  spirit  of  militant  resistance  to 


‘Market’  changes  threaten  family  magazine 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— "The  Christian  Home," 
award-winning  magazine  published  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  will 
cease  publication  with  the  summer  issue 
of  1986  unless  7,000-plus  subscriptions 
are  added  before  the  end  of  November. 

That  was  the  word  given  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship  executive  com¬ 
mittee  in  Nashville  Oct.  2-3. 

The  family-oriented  magazine,  was 
begun  in  1897  and  which  once  had  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  200,000,  has  dropped  to  less 
than  30,000  despite  a  promotion  effort 
several  months  ago  by  its  parent  agency, 
the  board’s  Upper  Room  section.  The 
magazine,  formally  published  by  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  of  the 
board,  is  designed  to  enrich  Christian 
marriages  and  family  life  by  providing 
information,  advice,  moral  support  and 
devotional  resources  to  help  parents  nur¬ 
ture  their  family’s  Christian  faith. 

To  date  this  year  the  magazine  has  op¬ 
erated  on  a  $166,500  deficit,  said  Bishop 
Calvin  McConnell,  chairman  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  section  on  The  Upper  Room. 

“This  follows  the  trend  that  says  this 


kind  of  magazine  is  not  what  parents  are 
looking  for,”  the  bishop  lamented.  “It  is 
critical  that  we  find  out  what  the  Ameri¬ 
can  public  is  looking  for  in  a  family 
magazine.” 

‘Coffin  not  nailed  yet' 

“We  haven’t  nailed  the  lid  on  the  coffin 
yet,”  said  Janice  Grana,  world  editor  of 
The  Upper  Room.  A  recent  marketing 
strategy  “might  possibly”  bring  in  the 
needed  subscriptions  to  keep  the  maga¬ 
zine  in  operation,  she  said.  She  added, 
however,  that  a  consulting  firm  told  her 
it  would  be  easier  to  market  a  new  prod¬ 
uct  (magazine)  than  to  re-market  the  old 
magazine. 

Other  Discipleship-related  publication 
news  was  not  so  bleak.  Three  major  pub¬ 
lications  saw  increases:  “Youth,”  the 
magazine  for  teenagers,  was  up  to  40,000 
in  circulation;  the  tabloid  on  church 
school,  “People  to  People,”  is  up  to 
240,000;  and  the  Bible  study  series  “Jesus 
Christ”  is  getting  “tremendous  re¬ 
sponse,”  said  Bishop  Kern  Eutsler, 
chairman  of  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee. 

The  Rev.  Claude  Young  defended  the 


Seven  Steps  to  Achieve 

VICTORY  OV€R  STR€SS 


A  practical,  spiritual  guide  for  finding  happi¬ 
ness  and  coping  with  the  stresses  of  daily  living. 

The  Reverend  Robert  E.  Stevens  is  Associate 
Pastor  and  Director  of  Prayer  Ministries  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas. 


You  may  order  the  cassette  for  $8.50  from  STRESS,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1320  Main,  Houston,  Texas  77002. 


Curriculum  Resources  Committee’s  re¬ 
cent  refusal  to  approve  the  1985-86  annu¬ 
al  series  of  ecumenical  study  books  on 
mission  published  by  Friendship  Press, 
publishing  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  (see  UMR,  Sept.  27). 

Mr.  Young,  editor  of  United  Methodist 
church  school  publications,  said  some 
misunderstandings  had  resulted  because 
people  thought  “there  was  some  animos¬ 
ity  between  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  there  is  not.  We 
just  want  to  fill  in  the  gaps  not  covered 
by  Friendship  Press.”  Dr.  Young  had  to 
leave  the  meeting  early,  and  there  was 
no  discussion  of  his  report. 

Debate  sprang  up  on  another  topic 
when  the  Rev.  Ray  Sells,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  board,  announced  a  pilot 
program  to  send  new  bishops— and,  lat¬ 
er,  clergy  and  lay  people— to  Mexico  to 
study  congregational  life  in  another  cul¬ 
ture. 

"In  the  process  of  discovering  other 
heritages  we  often  discover  our  own,”  he 
said. 

Dale  Waymire,  a  layman  from  the 
Oklahoma  conference,  questioned  wheth¬ 
er  the  bishops  needed  to  be  going  on  a 
“junket  for  Jesus.” 

The  program  was  defended  by  several 
people,  lay  and  clergy,  who  said  they  had 
experienced  greater  spiritual  growth 
from  the  church  outside  of  the  United 
States  than  at  any  other  time  in  their 
lives.  Despite  the  criticism,  all  19  bish¬ 
ops  elected  in  1984  are  expected  to  go  to 
Mexico  in  January  1986  to  start  the  pilot 
program. 

Staff  document  disputed 

A  three-sentence  “Vision  Statement” 
and  a  14-point  set  of  goals  for  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship  came  under  fire 
after  executive  committee  members 
questioned  whether  Discipleship  staff 
should  be  writing  such  goals  without  in¬ 
put  from  directors. 

Discipleship  staff  members  had  taken 
12  days  to  work  up  the  goals  which  were 
intended  to  give  direction  to  and  build  a 


structure  of  accountability  for  staff 
members,  according  to  Mrs.  Grana, 
spokeswoman  for  the  staff. 

The  goals  eventually  were  approved 
by  the  executive  committee  “in  princi¬ 
ple"  with  the  stipulation  that  the  full 
board  be  given  the  opportunity  to  cri¬ 
tique  them  and  have  them  reevaluated 
and  rewritten  by  Discipleship  staff  be¬ 
fore  the  board  meets  in  February. 

The  executive  committee  also: 

•  Voted  unanimously  to  continue  total 
divestment  of  board  funds  in  stocks  of 
companies  doing  business  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca. 

•Approved  a  national  gathering  on 
revitalizing  the  church  through  Sunday 
school  extension.  The  gathering  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1987  would  tie  in  with  several  simi¬ 
lar  regional  events. 

•  Learned  that  Scouting  units  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Churches  jumped  22  per¬ 
cent  over  the  last  year,  while  records 
indicate  a  loss  of  six  percent  in  Scout 
units  having  other  than  United  Methodist 
sponsorship.  The  jump  was  attributed  to 
the  United  Methodist  Men’s  national 
sponsorship  of  UM-related  Scouting  pro¬ 
grams  and  to  a  series  of  recent  “Bishops’ 
Dinners”  where  various  bishops  have 
helped  promote  getting  new  troops  formed. 

Bishops  delay  letter 
on  nuclear  armament 

A  committee  of  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  has  decided  to  extend  the  timetable 
for  its  controversial  Nuclear  Crisis  Pro¬ 
ject. 

The  committee  had  planned  to  release 
a  draft  of  a  pastoral  letter  for  public  re¬ 
view  this  fall  and  get  final  approval  on  a 
letter  by  the  end  of  the  year 

Bishop  Dale  White  (New  York  Area), 
chairman  of  the  seven-bishop  commit¬ 
tee,  told  Religious  News  Service  the 
committee  needs  more  time  to  examine 
the  complexities  of  the  arms  race. 

He  said  the  committee  is  mailing  con¬ 
fidential  drafts  to  the  other  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops. 


anything  in  church  or  society  that  is 
thought  to  conflict  with  scriptural  com¬ 
mands,"  the  magazine  said.] 

What  draws  those  people  into  such  non¬ 
bending  adherence  to  their  religion?  Dr 
Ammerman  cites  a  number  of  factors. 

“Potential  fundamentalists  are  look¬ 
ing  for  order  and  direction,  so  their  eyes 
are  open  to  what  fundamentalism  offers. 
Secondly,  members  of  fundamentalist 
churches  strongly  believe  in  proselytiz¬ 
ing  and  are  often  influenced  by  family 
and  friends.” 

Sociologists  generally  agree  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fundamentalist  churches  is  swell¬ 
ing,  but  keeping  tabs  on  them  has  been 
difficult,  she  says. 

“Fundamentalist  churches  tend  to  be 
fiercely  independent,”  she  explains 
“They  think  the  only  valid  expression  is 
the  local  church.  They  don’t  believe  in 
the  universal  Church  and  shun  keeping 
accurate  records  on  their  membership,” 
she  says. 

More  professional  people  join 

Once  considered  to  be  the  “poor  man’s 
religion,”  fundamentalism  is  no  longer 
made  up  largely  of  the  working  class, 
she  says.  A  growing  number  of  profes¬ 
sional  people  are  joining  fundamentalist 
forces,  she  contends. 

“For  a  lot  of  people,  even  highly  edu¬ 
cated  people,  the  modern  world  is  awful¬ 
ly  complicated.  There  are  too  many 
decisions  to  make,  and  they’re  looking 
for  someone  with  the  answers.  Funda¬ 
mentalist  churches  say  they  have  those 
answers— in  the  Bible,”  she  says. 

Having  found  such  “order  and  direc¬ 
tion”  to  their  lives  in  church,  they  begin 
to  build  their  world  around  the  church, 
sometimes  at  the  expense  of  family  and 
friends,  she  noted. 

“They  often  begin  a  process  of  re-writ¬ 
ing  their  biographies,”  Dr.  Ammerman 
explains.  “A  sort  of  ‘before  I  was  a 
Christian  . . .  and  after  I  became  a 
Christian.’ 

“They  will  make  a  tremendous  dis¬ 
tinction  between  their  ‘old’  and  new’ 
lives,”  she  says.  They  draw  firm  bound¬ 
aries  between  themselves  and  the  out¬ 
side  world  — between  “saved”  and 
“unsaved”  individuals  and  between 
“Christian"  institutions  and  “worldly” 
ones. 

New  church  becomes  ‘family’ 

"Their  new  church  becomes  their  fam¬ 
ily,"  she  explains.  "People  they  used  to 
be  comfortable  with,  who  are  oftentimes 
active  Christians  in  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions,  are  thought  to  have  too  many  ‘sec¬ 
ular  interests,’  ”  she  says. 

Fundamentalists  insist  on  being  ex¬ 
tremely  careful  about  who  they  asso¬ 
ciate  with.  "They  insist  that  Christians 
should  be  identifiably  different,  and  they 
often  set  themselves  apart  at  work  or  in 
the  neighborhood,”  she  says. 

"That’s  not  to  say  their  alienation 
hinders  their  work.  In  fact,  fundamental¬ 
ists  make  extremely  good  workers  be¬ 
cause  they  see  their  role  as  submitting  to 
authority.  In  the  long  run  they  tend  to 
prosper  financially,”  she  explains. 

Dr.  Ammerman  concluded  by  saying 
that  even  though  fundamentalism  has 
enlarged  and  strengthened  its  institu¬ 
tions  such  as  Christian  resorts,  Christian 
radio  stations  and  Christian  Bible  col¬ 
leges,  "its  very  changelessness  makes  it 
vulnerable  to  the  demands  of  a  world 
that  lives  by  different  rules.” 


landowners  and  large  corporations,  and 
(c)  unintended  effects  that  boycotts  can 
have  on  innocent  parties. 

The  vote  to  boycott  Campbell  products 
came  despite  reports  by  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  staff  members  of  recent  progress 
in  the  complicated  ten-year  dispute  be¬ 
tween  Campbell,  the  farm  workers’ 
union  and  farm  owners  who  grow  cu¬ 
cumbers  and  tomatoes  for  Campbell. 

The  three  disputing  parties  agreed  in 
May  to  a  new  “understanding”  that  out¬ 
lines  a  process  for  resolving  their  differ¬ 
ences,  according  to  Dr.  George  Ogle, 
program  officer  of  the  agency’s  social 
and  economic  justice  department. 

The  "understanding”  is  “an  unexpect¬ 
ed  and  creative  change  of  direction”  that 
presents  “the  potential  for  a  break¬ 
through  in  the  long  dispute,”  Dr.  Ogle 
said  in  a  written  analysis  of  the  situa¬ 
tion. 

Nevertheless,  the  Rev.  Susan  Davies 
of  Pleasant  Dale,  Neb.,  chairperson  of 
the  board's  social  and  economic  justice 
department,  said  the  boycott  is  needed 
because  the  new  agreement  is  “not  per¬ 
fect.”  Among  other  things  the  agreement 
“doesn’t  guarantee  that  three-way  bar¬ 
gaining”  will  take  place,  she  said. 

Pressure  still  needed 

The  Rev.  Richard  Parker  of  New 
York,  N.Y.,  echoed  a  similar  concern.  He 
pointed  out  that  a  boycott  at  this  time 
will  "keep  pressure  on  the  Campbell 
Soup  Co.”  to  come  to  the  bargaining  ta¬ 
ble. 

However,  the  Rev.  Richard  Looney  of 
Johnson  City,  Tenn..  called  on  the  board 
to  delay  boycott  action  until  the  Spring 
1986  board  meeting  when  “we  can  see 
how  the  new  understanding'  is  work¬ 
ing.” 

“I  think  the  proposal  (to  boycott)  is 
short-sighted  and  is  asking  for  an  injus¬ 
tice  in  the  name  of  justice,”  Mr.  Looney 
said. 

Mr.  Looney’s  call  for  a  delay  was  nar¬ 
rowly  defeated.  The  subsequent  vote  to 
endorse  the  boycott  passed  by  a  2-1  margin. 

The  boycott  resolution  included  "mes¬ 
sages"  to  both  the  Farm  Labor  Organiz¬ 
ing  Committee  and  farm  owners  urging 
them  to  give  the  “understanding”  pro¬ 
cess  a  “chance  to  succeed.”  The  resolu¬ 
tion  also  said  the  boycott  endorsement 
would  be  “reconsidered”  at  the  Fall  1986 
board  meeting.  However,  it  did  not  lay 
out  specific  circumstances  that  would 
end  the  need  for  the  boycott. 

Counter  proposal  made 

The  committee’s  proposal  to  join  the 
United  Farm  Workers  in  a  boycott  of 
non-union-picked  table  grapes  was  coun¬ 
tered  with  a  motion  by  board  member 
Russell  Walker  of  Patterson,  Calif.,  that 
the  board  support  locally  initiated 
church  efforts  to  reduce  labor-manage¬ 
ment  tensions,  including  the  resolution 
by  the  California-Nevada  conference 
church  and  society  board. 

"A  boycott  should  be  a  last  resort,” 
Mr.  Walker  said  “We’ve  not  done  all  we 
can  do.”  He  added  that  a  boycott  at  this 
time  "would  not  help  but  hurt”  innocent 
parties. 

At  one  point  in  the  late-night  debate  on 
the  grape  boycott,  it  appeared  that 
board  members  were  hopelessly  divided 
between  those  calling  for  a  boycott  and 
those  wanting  to  avoid  “going  over  the 
head”  of  one  annual  conference  social 
action  board. 

The  deadlock  was  broken  when  the 
Rev  Kathy  Talley  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  suc¬ 
cessfully  moved  inclusion  of  a  clause 
from  the  California  board’s  resolution 
requesting  church  and  society  boards  in 
other  conferences  to  encourage  United 
Methodist  growers  to  “bring  pressure” 
on  other  growers  to  support  fair  elec¬ 
tions  and  collective  bargaining  that  “re¬ 
sults  in  signed  contracts.  " 

Board  members  also  received  an  up¬ 
date  on  the  progress  of  a  task  force  set 
up  to  develop  guidelines  for  future 
church  endorsements  of  boycotts.  They 
were  told  that  a  series  of  church-wide 
hearings  on  the  proposed  guidelines  will 
be  held  during  the  next  several  months. 

In  the  last  ten  years  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  has  been  in¬ 
volved  in  four  boycotts. 

(Reports  on  other  actions  taken  at  the 
recent  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
meeting  will  appear  in  a  subsequent  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter). 


CLASSIFIED 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786  (704  )  627-6067 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  position  available  at 

The  Children’s  Home,  a  United  Methodist  agency 
providing  residential  group  child  care.  Nomina¬ 
tions  and  applications  are  welcome  through  Oct. 
22,  1985  Send  to  Children's  Home  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  c/o  Allan  Rohrbaugh.  1001  Reynolda  Road, 
Winston-Salem.  NC  27104 


DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  CHRISTIAN  edu¬ 

cation  needed  for  4,200-member  church  with  large, 
active  church-school  program.  Salary  negotiable 
Position  open  Jan.  1  Send  resume  to  Dr  Kenneth 
R  Reed.  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church. 
10230  Molly  lea.  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70815. 


FOR  SALE:  50  gold  choir  robes  and  50  dark-green 

choir  robes  Please  call  (214)  324-3661  for  more  in¬ 
formation 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR.  CCOM.  PNW  Confer¬ 

ence  Focus  on  discipleship  ministries  with  empha¬ 
sis  on  camping,  youth  and  education  Equal 
opportunity,  affirmative-action  employer  Contact 
Edgar  Hersh.  2112  Third  Ave..  Suite  300.  Seattle. 
WA  98121 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  Pro¬ 
gram  1. 100-member  church  seeking  director  of 
program  and  Christian  education  with  interest  in 
youth  ministry  Salary  negotiable  based  on  qualifi¬ 
cations  and  experience  Prefer  at  least  certifica¬ 
tion  Send  resume  or  contact  Dr  Ken  Lutgen.  1321 
NE  Vivion  Road.  Kansas  City,  MO  64118  Phone 
(816)452-2939 


FOR  SALE:  Folding  machine  and  mimeograph 

machine  Price  is  negotiable'  Please  call  Faith 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Champaign.  IL,  at 
(217  )  359-3631  and  ask  for  Patti 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTEh 

Small  churches  too  often  ‘sitting  liens’ 

Love  of  intimacy  and  own  kind  said  no  excuse  for  lack  of  reaching  out  to  others 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN  "sitting  hen”  approach  to  gaining  new  - — - - - OUl  10  OtUerS 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

KISSY,  Sierra  Leone— Dr.  Knute  Guldjord.left,  an  opthamologist  and  Lu¬ 
theran  layman  from  Bremerton,  Wash.,  examines  the  eyes  of  a  man  with  se¬ 
vere  cataracts  at  the  UM-sponsored  Kissy  Eye  Clinic.  The  full-service  clinic 
was  founded  by  Dr.  Lowell  Gess,  a  former  United  Methodist  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Sierra  Leone  who  now  lives  in  Alexandria,  Minn.  The  clinic  is 
staffed  year  round  by  doctors  like  Dr.  Guldjord  who  volunteer  to  contribute 
a  month  of  their  time  and  talent. 

Minnesota  vision  gives 
sight  in  Sierra  Leone 


(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  See  Africa  Journal 
on  Page  2  for  more  about  the  church  in 
Sierra  Leone. ) 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
ALEXANDRIA.  Minn.  — Dr.  Lowell 
Gess.  an  ordained  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  and  ophthalmologist,  has  a  vision 
for  health  care  far  beyond  his  northwest 
Minnesota  locale  of  7,000  population. 

It  extends  thousands  of  miles  to  the 
west  coast  of  Africa. 

The  64-year-old  Dr.  Gess  spent  more 
than  12  years  in  Nigeria  and  Sierra  Le¬ 
one  as  a  missionary  doctor  in  the  ’50s, 
’60s  and  70s  on  four  three-year  tours  of 
duty  with  what  now  is  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

In  addition  to  serving  in  board-related 
medical  clinics,  he  and  his  wife  Ruth,  a 
registered  nurse,  operated  a  mobile  eye 
clinic  and  “traveled  around  Sierra  Leone 
and  Nigeria  examining  eyes  and  per¬ 
forming  surgeries.” 

Annual  3-month  missionaries 

In  1975  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gess  took  a  leave 
of  absence  from  full-time  missionary 
work  to  establish  a  medical  practice  in 
Alexandria,  Minn.  But  the  couple  decid¬ 
ed  later  that  year  that  they  should  return 
to  Sierra  Leone  annually  for  three 
months  to  continue  their  mobile  eye  clin¬ 
ic.  They’ve  done  so  every  year  since. 

About  two  years  ago  Dr.  Gess  expand¬ 
ed  their  ministry  by  establishing  the 
Kissy  United  Methodist  Church  Eye  Clin¬ 
ic.  Kissy  is  a  suburb  of  Freetown,  capital 
of  Sierra  Leone. 

“Our  mobile  eye  clinic  was  set  up  at  a 
medical  center  at  Kissy,  and  there  were 
simply  too  many  people  for  us  to  help,” 
Dr.  Gess  said.  “Officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Sierra  Leone  no¬ 
ticed  the  overflow  of  people  and  they 
wanted  to  make  the  mobile  clinic  per¬ 
manent.  They  also  felt  it  would  be  help¬ 
ful  to  have  the  clinic  near  Freetown, 
which  has  a  population  of  500,000  and  at 
that  time  had  no  eye  doctor.” 

According  to  Dr.  Gess,  Sierra  Leone 
United  Methodist  officials  provided  the 
necessary  land,  an  architect  to  design 
the  building  and  undying  support  for  the 
project.  He  added  that  eye  clinics  are 
very  expensive  and  require  a  large  fi¬ 
nancial  outlay.  “For  example,”  he  said, 
“at  any  one  time  we  may  have  $250,000 
worth  of  lenses  on  our  shelves. 

"The  clinic  is  funded  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Advance  Special  or  ‘second-mile 
giving,’  and  donations  from  individuals 
and  United  Methodist  churches  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  Wisconsin  and  Ohio,”  Dr.  Gess  ex¬ 
plained. 

Much  of  the  medicine,  equipment  and 
optical  lenses  are  donated  from  the  man¬ 
ufacturers,  and  the  Gesses  have  contrib¬ 
uted  some  $30,000  of  their  own  money  to 
the  clinic’s  expenses. 

Doctors  volunteer  for  one-month 

A  unique  feature  of  the  Kissy  UMC 
clinic  grew  out  of  necessity.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Gess  are  unable  to  be  there  full  time.  As 
a  result.  Dr.  Gess  has  recruited  a  pool  of 


eye  doctors  who  are  also  Christians  to  go 
there  from  the  United  States  on  a  month¬ 
ly  basis  as  volunteers.  Each  of  13  eye 
doctors  has  volunteered  one  month  of 
service  to  the  clinic,  and  they  are  sched¬ 
uled  through  May  1987.  Six  Christians 
from  Sierra  Leone  assist  the  doctors  as 
support  and  medical  personnel. 

“Our  greatest  need  now  is  for  a  doctor 
who  is  willing  to  spend  several  years 
there  in  ministry,”  Dr.  Gess  said. 

Cataract  surgery  is  the  most  common 
operation  performed  at  the  clinic,  but 
Dr.  Gess  quickly  added  that  “evangelis¬ 
tic  work  goes  on  there,  too.  We  have  dai¬ 
ly  prayer  and  devotions  with  our 
patients,  and  they  are  quite  enthusiastic 
about  it,  even  though  some  are  animistic 
or  Moslem.  We  also  always  have  prayer 
with  our  patients  before  surgery. 

“It  is  a  very  contagious  thing  when  the 
staff  is  alive  with  the  Christian  faith,”  he 
said.  "We  feel  we  have  the  best  message 
to  proclaim.” 

Dr.  Gess  explained  that  eye  problems 
are  common  in  many  African  countries 
due  to  such  factors  as  malnutrition. 
“Without  the  proper  vitamins  the  eyes 
become  soft.  I’ve  seen  cases  in  some 
children  where  the  eyes  actually  melt 
away.  Also  there  is  ‘river  blindness,’ 
caused  by  bacteria  found  in  some  rivers. 

I  have  been  to  villages  where  half  of  the 
residents  are  blind  because  of  it,”  he 
said. 

Fees  at  the  clinic  are  based  on  the  pa¬ 
tients’  ability  to  pay.  Due  to  the  low 
overhead,  costs  are  relatively  low.  For 
example,  surgery  to  remove  cataracts 
and  implant  lenses  in  the  eye  may  cost 
$l,500-$2,000  in  the  U.S.  But  the  Sierra 
Leone  clinic  patients  pay  only  $7-9. 

‘Real  Christians  share’ 

Dr.  Gess  holds  a  bachelor  of  divinity 
degree  from  the  former  Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Naperville,  Ill. 

Prior  to  attending  medical  school,  Dr. 
Gess  spent  four  years  as  pastor  at  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  churches  in  Min¬ 
nesota.  He  also  served  as  a  pastor  during 
his  first  years  as  a  physician  in  Minneso¬ 
ta. 

Very  proud  of  his  combined  careers, 
Dr.  Gess  eagerly  speaks  of  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  two.  “Presenting  the 
gospel  from  a  pulpit  or  a  surgical  am¬ 
phitheater  is  the  same  to  me,”  he  said. 
“My  life  is  one  of  commitment.  My  call 
or  my  ministry  is  to  be  in  medical  mis¬ 
sion.” 

Dr.  Gess  and  his  wife  have  been  mar¬ 
ried  39  years  and  are  active  members  of 
Alexandria  UMC.  They  also  have  six 
children.  The  two  oldest  sons  are,  re¬ 
spectively,  an  ophthalmologist  and  an 
optometrist  on  staff  at  the  clinic  in  Alex¬ 
andria.  Two  other  sons  recently  graduat¬ 
ed  from  Fuller  Theological  Seminary  in 
Pasadena.  Calif. 

“My  wife  and  I  became  missionaries 
in  response  to  those  in  need,”  he  said. 
"Jesus  healed  the  sick,  and  we  feel  a 
similar  call  to  do  our  part.  We  aren’t 
really  Christians  until  we  share  what  we 
have  with  others.” 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga. -Intimacy 
and  personal  contact  may  be  among  the 
strengths  in  small-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches,  but  that  doesn’t  excuse 
those  churches  from  Christ’s  “Great 
Commission”  to  “go  into  all  the  world.” 

That  was  the  message  from  the  Rev. 
James  Cowell,  director  of  new-congre¬ 
gational  development  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  to  the  recent  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
National  Fellowship  of  Associate  Mem¬ 
bers  and  Local  Pastors. 

“No  church— whether  it  has  seven,  70 
or  7,000  members— can  be  excused  from 
The  Great  Commission,”  he  told  the  68 
pastors  from  25  conferences. 

The  10-year-old  fellowship  of  asso¬ 
ciate  members  and  local  pastors  met  at 
Epworth  by  the  Sea,  a  United  Methodist 
retreat  center  owned  by  the  South  Geor¬ 
gia  Annual  Conference.  This  Georgia  is¬ 
land,  now  a  popular  tourist  spot,  is  one  of 
the  few  places  where  John  Welsey 
preached  in  the  "new  world”  in  1736. 

This  year’s  meeting  theme  was 
"Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  in  the 
Small  Membership  Church.” 

“I  don’t  believe  every  small  church 
ought  to  become  a  large  church,”  Dr. 
Cowell  continued.  But  members  eventu¬ 
ally  die  or  move,  he  said,  and  if  there  is 
not  some  type  of  ongoing  evangelism, 
the  congregation  of  the  small  church  will 
soon  experience  the  same  major  decline 
that  the  rest  of  the  denomination  has 
seen. 

Small-church  membership  generally 
remains  steady,  he  said,  and  does  not 
gain  or  lose  large  numbers  of  people. 

Bo  Peep,  hen  approaches  nixed 

The  fellowship’s  vice  president,  the 
Rev.  Abe  Boykins  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  said 
small-membership  churches  have  been 
guilty  for  too  long  of  avoiding  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  evangelism  and  of  practicing  the 


“sitting  hen” 
members. 

"The  mother  hen  is  like  the  small 
church.  She  scratches  out  everything 
that  s  not  comfortable  or  familiar 
around  her  and  she  sits  tight  on  her  own 
kind,"  Mr.  Boykins  said. 

Dr.  Cowell  admitted  that  small 
churches-defined  as  having  200  mem¬ 
bers  or  less  and  usually  in  rural  set- 
tings-have  peculiar  problems.  But  he 
told  the  pastors  that  they  must  abandon 
the  “Little  Bo  Peep"  approach  to  church 
growth  and  take  on  the  "Good  Shepherd" 
attitude  that  will  risk  losing  99  "sheep” 
to  find  a  single  lost  one. 

Other  approaches  to  outreach  in  small 
membership  churches  that  Mr.  Cowell 
stressed  include: 

•Teaching  people  in  the  church  to 
share  their  faith  and  verbalize  the  differ¬ 
ence  Christ  is  making  in  their  lives. 

•  Making  worship  an  exciting  time, 
perhaps  by  personalizing  the  service  and 
making  each  person  feel  honored  that 
they  are  there. 

•  Starting  a  vacation  Bible  school. 

•Starting  confirmation  classes.  (He 

noted  that  58  percent  of  all  UM  churches 
do  not  sponsor  confirmation  classes). 

•  Establishing  small  groups  for  pray¬ 
er  and  study  in  homes. 

•  Emphasizing  spiritual  formation 
among  lay  members. 

Special  pastors  have  special  gifts 

“We  can’t  reach  out  to  others  unless 
we’re  well  grounded  in  our  own  spiritu¬ 
ality,"  Mr.  Cowell  said,  adding  that  all 
the  above-mentioned  suggestions  help 
laypeople  become  “grounded  in  their 
own  faith”  as  well  as  prepare  them  to 
share  that  faith  with  the  unchurched.  He 
said  he  prefers  the  “coffee  cup”  ap¬ 
proach  to  evangelism,  where  clergy  and 
lay  people  work  the  message  of  their 
faith  into  everyday  conversation. 

Such  work  generally  is  enhanced  by 


Associate  members,  local  pastors  explained 

have  any  formal  college  education  be¬ 
fore  they  enter  the  course  of  study  pro¬ 
gram.  A  local  pastor  is  licensed  to 


There  are  6,000  associate  members 
and  local  pastors  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  estimates  the  Rev.  Robert 
Kohler,  director  of  the  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

They  tend  to  be  “second  career”  per¬ 
sons  who  got  their  calling  to  the  minis¬ 
try  late  in  life  and  are  not  able 
financially  to  quit  their  present  jobs  to 
attend  seminary,  he  explains.  Instead, 
they  opt  to  take  a  course  of  study  at  an 
approved  United  Methodist-related 
seminary. 

Most  of  these  6,000  persons  serve 
churches  in  rural  or  sparsely  populated 
areas,  and  approximately  half  of  them 
hold  down  jobs  in  addition  to  their  min- 
istry,  Mr.  Kohler  says. 

Local  pastors  are  not  required  to 


serve  a  specific  charge.  Associate 
members,  on  the  other  hand,  must  have 
at  least  60  hours  of  college  work  and 
are  subject  to  itinerate  (be  moved  by 
the  bishop). 

The  National  Fellowship  of  Asso¬ 
ciate  Members  and  Local  Pastors 
works  to  increase  the  visibility  of  its 
members.  Its  purpose  is  twofold:  to 
provide  fellowship  for  its  members  and 
to  provide  them  with  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  suited  to  their  particular  (small 
church)  needs. 

Interested  persons  should  contact  the 
fellowship’s  president:  the  Rev.  James 
Davidson,  1911  Franklin,  Keokuk,  Iowa 
52632. 


local  pastors  and  associate  members  of 
the  clergy  (see  box)  who  are  crucial  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  commitment 
to  provide  each  church  with  a  pastor, 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  Kohler,  director  of 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

“There  is  solid  research  to  indicate 
that  they  bring  an  incredible  number  of 
people  into  the  church  on  profession  of 
faith,”  Mr.  Kohler  said. 

Why?  “These  people  know  the  people 
in  their  church.  They  work  with  them  ev¬ 
ery  day  as  car  mechanics  or  alongside 
them  at  the  factories.  They  think  nothing 
of  going  out  and  riding  a  tractor  for  a 
couple  of  hours  with  a  farmer,”  said  the 
Rev.  Leonard  Eberhardt,  manager  of 
educational  services  at  Cokesbury.  (This 
year’s  meeting  was  coordinated  by 
Cokesbury  Educational  Services  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House.) 

“They  have  a  keen  sense  of  their  call¬ 
ing  into  the  ministry  and  it  drives  them,” 


UM  committee  lauds  Reagan  tax  reform 
for  more  equity  to  poor  working  families 

From  United  Methodist  News  S#*rvirp  al. _ _  .  ~ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Tax  reform  propos¬ 
als  by  the  Reagan  administration  have 
received  support  from  a  unit  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  for  improving  fam¬ 
ily  life  for  poor  working  families. 

“We  believe  [these  recommendations] 
provide  greater  equity  than  current  law 
or  other  tax  proposals,”  for  poor  work¬ 
ing  families,  the  church’s  Committee  on 
Family  Life  said  in  a  statement  issued 
Sept.  27. 

Committee  members  “affirmed”  the 
family  tax  provisions  contained  in  what 
is  known  as  “Treasury  II”  on  the  basis  of 
information  provided  by  the  bipartisan 
House  Select  Committee  on  Children, 
Youth  and  Families. 

“Our  particular  concern  is  for  low-in¬ 
come  working  families  and  single-parent 
households  and  the  effect  of  these  tax 
proposals  on  their  children,”  the  United 
Methodist  committee  said.  “The  admin¬ 
istration’s  current  proposal  for  tax  re¬ 
form  will  help  all  families,  especially 
poor  working  families  with  children.” 

Specifically,  the  Committee  on  Family 
Life  pointed  to  recommended  changes 
that  would  increase  the  standard  deduc¬ 
tion,  the  personal  exemption  amount, 
and  the  earned  income  tax  credit. 

While  generally  affirming  the  family 
tax  part  of  “Treasury  II”  as  applied  to 
working  families  and  single-parent 
households,  the  Committee  on  Family 
Life  called  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
administration’s  decision  to  convert  the 
dependent  care  tax  credit  to  a  deduction. 

“We  believe  this  change  would  penal¬ 


ize  unfairly  the  poor  and  those  who  do 
not  itemize  deductions,”  the  committee’s 
statement  said.  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke 
(Arkansas  Area),  who  chairs  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Family  Life,  said  that  “in  the 
midst  of  all  the  talk  about  money  and 
budget  deficits,  we  have  to  look  at  what 
tax  proposals  do  to  marriage  and  to  chil¬ 
dren  among  the  working  poor.” 

The  committee  statement  said  that 
“we  live  in  a  day  when  one  can  work  40 
hours  a  week,  get  merit  raises,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  course  of  five  years  [move]  from 
living  above  the  poverty  line  to  existing 
below  it.  That  situation  has  happened  to 


millions  of  poor  families.  Their  income 
increased  slightly  over  the  past  four 
years  with  better  economic  times,  but 
their  taxes  increased  by  58  percent. 

“Unfortunately  the  tax  cut  of  1981  was 
not  applied  to  poor  families,  and  has  in 
fact  increased  the  likelihood  of  low-in¬ 
come  families’  being  taxed  into  pover¬ 
ty.” 

Other  members  of  the  committee  issu¬ 
ing  the  statement  are  the  Rev.  E.  Esco 
McBay,  Nashville,  executive  secretary 
and  an  executive  of  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship;  and  the  Rev.  Robert  S.  Kohler  of 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  . 


Mr.  Kohler  added.  “Many  of  them  gave 
up  good  jobs;  their  families  make  sacri¬ 
fices  because  the  pastors  may  be  work¬ 
ing  two  jobs,  but  they  feel  like  they’ve 
got  a  call  and  they’re  going  to  fullfill  it.” 

Church-start  possibilities  raised 
Mr.  Kohler  says  the  church  doesn’t 
take  enough  advantage  of  the  talents  of 
these  local  pastors  and  associate  mem¬ 
bers.  “Suppose  we  take  that  bundle  of 
energy  and  give  them  some  education  on 
new  church  growth.  They  know  the  tech¬ 
niques  of  winning  souls.  They  know  how 
to  operate  on  low  budgets  and  they’ve 
got  a  fervor  for  what  they’re  doing  that 
can’t  be  compared  to  that  of  anyone 
else,”  Mr.  Kohler  continued. 

“If  we  trained  the  best  of  our  local 
pastors  . . .  moved  them  into  a  communi¬ 
ty  that  needed  a  United  Methodist 
church  and  let  them  go  to  work,  I  believe 
we’d  see  results,”  he  said. 

The  men  and  women  associate  mem¬ 
bers  and  local  pastors  focus  on  their 
gifts  and  their  services,  Mr.  Kohler  said. 

“I  have  the  ability  to  bridge  quickly,” 
says  the  Rev.  Myrna  E.  Halstead,  asso¬ 
ciate  member  from  Fulton,  N.Y.  (Cen¬ 
tral  New  York  conference).  “People  tell 
me  ‘you’re  one  of  us,’  ”  the  former  home¬ 
maker  and  bookkeeper  says. 

“We’re  simple  people  and  I  know 
that. . .  but  I  enjoy  listening  to  a  person  I 
don’t  have  to  struggle  to  understand,” 
she  added. 

The  Rev.  David  Pierce,  a  local  pastor 
from  Wagersville,  Ala.,  said  he  main¬ 
tains  a  “complete  peace”  about  what 
he’s  doing.  “No  church  told  me  I  ought  to 
go  into  the  ministry.  I  got  my  calling 
from  the  Lord.” 

Four  regional  workshops  similar  to 
the  national  meeting  will  be  held  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  Nov.  18-19;  Oklahoma 
City,  Nov.  11-12;  Morgantown,  W.Va. 
Nov.  11-12,  and  Biloxi,  Miss.,  Feb  10-11. 

For  more  information,  call  Cokes- 
bury’s  toll-free  number  1-800-672-1789. 


Leader  appointed 
to  write  document 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO— Ecumenical  and  United 
Methodist  understandings  of  ministry 
were  explored  by  the  Commission  for  the 
Study  of  Ministry  at  its  third  meeting. 
The  31-member  group  was  authorized  by 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

The  commission  developed  an  outline 
for  a  theological  document  which  is  to  be 
written  by  a  team  headed  by  the  Rev. 
Gerald  Moede,  a  United  Methodist  who 
is  staff  executive  for  COCU.  The  first 
draft  of  the  document  will  be  considered 
by  the  full  commission  at  its  next  meet¬ 
ing  Feb.  21-23  in  Atlanta. 


Hispanics  re-unite  across  border  for  centennial 


Special  to  the  Reporter 
MONTERREY,  Mexico  — Hispanic 
United  Methodists  from  Texas  and  Meth¬ 


odists  from  northern  Mexico  recently 
celebrated  their  joint  centennial. 

In  November  1885,  the  Methodist  Epis- 


RIO  GRANDE  CONFERENCE  UMR  PHOTO  BY  JOSE  L.  PALOS 

MONTERREY,  Mexico— The  choir  of  the  Rio  Grande  City,  Tex.,  United  Methodist 
Church  sings  at  the  joint  centennial  celebration  of  the  UMC’s  Rio  Grande  Conference 
and  the  Frontier  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico. 


copal  Church  South  organized  Methodist 
work  among  Hispanics  in  Texas  and  in 
the  northern  part  of  Mexico  into  a  single, 
bi-national  conference.  The  members  of 
that  conference  were  divided  at  the  U.S.- 
Mexico  border  in  1930  when  Mexican 
Methodists  formed  their  own  autono¬ 
mous  church. 

In  the  all-day  centennial  celebration 
some  60  representatives  of  the  UMC’s 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference  met  with 
representatives  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Mexico’s  Frontier  Conference  in  the 
Iglesia  Metodista  La  Trinidad  (Trinity 
Methodist  Church). 

Episcopal  leaders  from  the  two  con¬ 
ferences,  United  Methodist  Bishop  Er¬ 
nest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  of  the  Rio  Grande  and 
Southwest  Texas  conferences  and  Bishop 
Miguel  Hernandez  of  the  Mexican 
church’s  Frontier  Conference,  preached 
at  the  evening  service. 

Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz  of  the  Mexican 
church's  Central  Conference  preached  at 
the  morning  worship  service.  His  episco¬ 
pal  area  formerly  included  both  Mexican 
conferences. 


New  Upper  Room  Books 

_ for  Fall  1985 

The  Upper  Room  Disciplines,  1986 

wrii^lcTewl^  deV°ti0nS  from  carefully se,erted 

Shaped  by  the  Word 

The  Power  of  Scripture  in  Spiritual  Formation 
by  M.  Robert  Mulholland,  Jr. 

A  much-needed  look  at  the  forces  in  our  culture  that  work  aaainst  our 
receiving  Scripture  as  God’s  living  Word.  ICN  610486  $7  95  oaoer 

Praying  for  Jennifer  '  K  K 

An  Exploration  of  Intercessory  Prayer  in  Story  Form 
by  John  B.  Cobb,  Jr. 

A  fictionalized  account  of  one  teenager's  fight  for  life  that  helDS  to 

U5N  *6  09 267 , ^4^ 5°pap e r  * ^  ^ 

Journeying  Through  the  Days,  1986 
A  Calendar/Journal  for  Personal  Reflection 
A  beautiful  inspirational  aid  for  those  who  wish  to  pursue  journalino 

WhatWieTHeart  Already  Knows  ^  6°5911'  $1°'95' Spira'  bi"di"9 
Stories  of  Advent,  Christmas,  and  Epiphany 
by  Phyllis  A.  Tickle 

FUnZ'tWn«T  aPd  tend6r  St0rieS  °f  °ne  family's  life  in  rural  Tennessee 
that  offers  new  meaning  and  insight  into  the  Advent,  Christmas 
and  Epiphany  seasons.  ICN  613094,  $5.95,  paper 
I'm  Only  One  Person,  What  Can  I  Do? 
by  J.  Harry  Haines 

An  inspiring  collection  of  true-life  stories 
from  around  the  world  showing  how 
one  person  can  make  a  dramatic 
difference  in  the  lives  of  others. 
ICN  605156,  $5,95,  paper. 

Available  at  Cokesbury 
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Peace  with 

Justice  Week 

Oct  19-25,  1985 

Integrity  will  give  peace, 
justice  give  lasting  security. 
My  people  will  live  in  a 
peaceful  country. 

(Isaiah  32:17-18) 
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‘A  Tenor  At  81’ 


I  like  listening  to  National  Public 
Radio,  usually  while  in  my  automo¬ 
bile.  One  night  recently  I  heard  a  su¬ 
perb  tenor  in  a  beautiful  aria.  The 
volume  was  turned  low  so  I  would 
“feel  the  mood”  but  not  be  distracted 
by  the  sound  and  I  almost  missed  the 
important  significance  of  this  musi¬ 
cal  experience.  The  announcer  re¬ 
ported  that  the  tenor  was  81  years 
old. 

How  I  wish  I  could  hear  him  sing  it 
again.  I  failed  to  even  hear  his  name 
but  the  lesson  was  impressed  on  my 
mind  and  heart. 

Some  days  I  feel  better  than  I  did 
at  age  25  and  other  days  my  desire  is 
for  rest,  relaxation  and  retirement. 
But  the  81  year  old  man  with  the 


great  tenor  voice  reminded  me  that 
God  did  not  create  us  for  receiving 
but  for  giving.  And  it  is  probably  the 
giving,  the  desire  to  contribute  some¬ 
thing  to  the  world,  that  keeps  us  alive. 

At  age  81,  tenors  are  not  supposed 
to  be  able  to  sing.  Basses  shouldn’t  ei¬ 
ther,  but  usually  the  bass  voice  lasts 
longer  than  the  tenor.  In  fact,  no  one 
can  sing  at  81  (according  to  the  text¬ 
book)  but  there  is  one  who  can  and 
does. 

He  fulfills  one  of  my  favorite  texts, 
“Stay  alive  as  long  as  you  live.” 

That’s  what  I  intend  to  do.  I  hope 
you  do  also. 


United  Methodist  Women  Elect  New  President 


Presidents:  from  left  to  right:  Carolyn 
Marshall  —  President  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion;  Virginia  Laskey  —  Former  Presi¬ 
dent  Women’s  Division  and  Janelle 
McCammon  —  President  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women. 


Newly  elected  officers  are,  (back  row), 
from  left  to  right:  Willa  Mae  Kimbrough, 
Emily  Wiley,  Lorraine  Sparks  and  Sally 
Turner.  (Front  Row),  from  left  to  right, 
Johnnye  Butler,  Pat  Cobb,  Janelle 
McCammon  and  Marian  Eggerton. 


National  Meeting  On  Revitalizing 
The  Church  Underway 


Staff  Prep  ares  For  Fall  Taping  Series 


Mr.  Tom  Jackson,  Director  of  Televi¬ 
sion  Ministries  for  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is  shown 
joining  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  and  Dr. 
John  Braden  in  preparation  for  taping 
scheduled  events  this  fall.  Mr.  Jackson 
will  be  assisting  in  the  development  of 
the  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  the  winter 
quarter,  creating  a  documentary  for 
use  across  the  general  church  on  the 
growth  of  the  Sunday  School  in  Louisiana 
and  taping  other  specials  for  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries.  Mr.  Jackson 
and  Linda  Crum,  of  the  CCOM  Commu¬ 
nications  office,  recently  completed  tap¬ 
ing  the  fall  quarter  International  Lesson 
Series. 


Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon  of  Lafayette 
was  elected  Conference  President  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  at  their  meet¬ 
ing  at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lafayette.  She  succeeds  Mrs.  Nell 
Reed  of  Farmerville  who  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  her  four  year  term  as  President. 
Over  550  were  registered  for  the  three 
day  meeting.  Others  elected  to  serve 
with  Mrs.  McCammon  were  Mrs.  Sally 
Turner  of  Mansfield,  Secretary;  Mrs. 
Johnnye  Butler  of  Franklinton,  Coordi¬ 
nator  for  Christian  Global  Concerns; 
Mrs.  Lueburda  Myers  of  Shreveport, 
Secretary  of  Program  Resources;  Mrs. 
Pat  Cobb  of  New  Orleans,  Chairperson 
Committee  on  Membership;  Mrs.  Emily 
Wiley  of  Lafayette,  Chairperson  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nominations.  Also  elected  to 
the  Committee  on  Nominations  were  Ms. 
Willa  Mae  Kimbrough  of  Clinton,  Mrs. 
Lorraine  Sparks  of  Monroe,  and  Mrs. 
Marian  Eggerton  of  New  Orleans. 

The  newly  elected  President  of  the 
Womens’  Division,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Mar¬ 
shall  of  Indiana  was  the  keynote  speak¬ 
er.  An  offering  of  $1275.00  was  collected 
and  sent,  in  her  honor,  to  the  Centennial 
Fund.  This  special  fund  will  be  used  to 
help  develop  new  programs  to  address 
the  needs  of  women  and  children  in  our 
world  today. 

Contributions  to  the  Mission  Candle 
amounted  to  over  $10,300.00  and  enabled 


Rev.  Lester  Nance  of  Farmerville 
makes  special  presentation  to  Mrs.  Nell 
Reed,  retiring  President, 
the  candles  to  burn  and  support  the  mis¬ 
sion  work  for  five  hours  and  eighteen 
minutes. 

Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon  led  the  Worship 
services  and  Dr.  Ray  Branton  was  host 
pastor. 

The  closing  Service  of  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion  was  celebrated  with  Bishop  Walter 
L.  Underwood  bringing  the  message  and 
the  choir  from  Camphor  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  rendering  special 
music. 

The  1986  Annual  Meeting  was  invited 
to  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Al¬ 
exandria. 


The  Conference  Research  and  Planning* 
Committee  Held  Successful  Meeting 


Shown  above,  from  left  to  right,  Dr. 
John  Braden,  Mr.  Tom  Jackson  and  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson. 


Pictured  are:  from  left  to  right.  Dr.  Duane  Euwers,  Dr.  Kirk  McNeil,  Bishop  Wal- 
ter  Underwood,  Rev.  David  Hazelwood  and  Dr.  John  Braden.  P 


The  Research  and  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
met  under  the  chairmanship  of  Roger 
Guissinger  on  September  27th.  This  was 
-he  second  meeting  of  the  new  commit¬ 
tee  for  the  quadrennium. 

The  committee  spent  a  major  portion 
of  the  day  developing  purpose  statement 
and  establishing  priorities.  The  group  de¬ 
termined  that  it  would  divide  work  into 
three  areas:  1)  purpose  2)  research  and 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


The  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  delivered  the  Bishop  Roland 
Payne  lectures  at  Gbarnga  School  of 
Theology  in  Liberia,  West  Africa,  the 
first  week  of  October. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland,  pastor  of 
University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  was 
guest  speaker  at  a  series  of  sermons/ 
lectures,  “Spiritual  Disciplines  — 
Means  of  Grace”  for  a  three-day 
event,  October  13,  14,  15  at  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  New  Orleans.  Dr.  Woodland 
was  elected  as  delegate  to  General 
Conference  by  his  fellow  pastors. 

•  •  * 

The  Magnum  Memorial  UMC, 
Shreveport  recently  had  World  Hun¬ 
ger  Banks  set  up  in  the  Sunday  School 
Hall.  Each  church  member  was  en¬ 
couraged  to  take  a  bank  home  and  set 
it  on  the  family  dining  table.  Each 
time  a  meal  was  eaten,  the  family 
was  to  make  a  deposit  in  the  Hunger 
Bank.  All  banks  will  be  returned  to 
the  church  on  October  27th  and  con¬ 
tributed  to  World  Hunger.  Rev.  Lael 
S.  Jones  is  pastor. 


The  Methodist  Men  of  Noel  UMC, 
Shreveport,  held  a  special  men’s  lun¬ 
cheon  on  September  24th.  Dr.  Charles 
B.  Simmons,  pastor,  was  the  speaker. 

*  *  • 

The  FUMC,  Minden,  offered  a  spe¬ 
cial  On  Death  and  Dying”  seminar  in 
early  October.  Ms.  Rose  Daigle,  asso¬ 
ciate  Professor  of  Sociology  at  La. 
Tech  was  the  teacher.  Rev.  Robert 
Burgess  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Seventy-seven  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowshipers  and  Counselors 
collected  515  V,  pounds  in  canned 
goods  for  needy  families.  "The  Way 
Out  Weigh  In  Project"  was  recently 
conducted  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mansfield  Dr.  C.  Gerald 
Richardson  is  pastor. 

Dr  Allen  Jernigan  was  the  guest 
preacher  at  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  University  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge  on  September  29th.  Dr  and 
Mrs.  Jernigan  have  served  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  China  and  Malaysia.  The 
pastor  of  University  UMC  is  Rev.  J. 
Philip  Woodland. 

•  •  • 

The  FUMC,  Amite  Council  on  Min¬ 


istries  held  their  annual  church  plan¬ 
ning  meeting  on  October  2nd.  The 
pastor,  Steven  M.  Spurlock  chaired 
the  meeting. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  host¬ 
ed  a  special  evening  for  women  on 
September  19th.  The  guest  speaker 
was  Ms.  Melanie  Barnes,  Make-Up 
and  Beauty  Consultant  with  “Beauty 
For  All  Seasons. ’’  Rev.  Deborah 
Drash  is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Munholland  UMC,  New  Orleans 
held  a  Fashion  Show  on  October  10th. 
All  donations  and  proceeds  were  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans.  Rev.  C.  Richard  Haff- 
pauir  is  pastor  of  Munholland. 

•  *  * 

Sunday,  October  13th  was  Teacher 
Appreciation  Sunday  at  Lakeview 
UMC,  Shreveport.  A  covered  dish  lun¬ 
cheon  was  served  following  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  New  Orleans,  has 
finished  two  sessions  with  14  people 
completing  the  20  hour  two  weekend 
studies  in  an  evangelistic  training 
program  equipping  lay  people  for 
ministry.  The  goal  of  the  sessions  was 
to  equip  persons  who  relate  effective¬ 
ly  with  people  to  make  a  call  that  will 
be  meaningful  and  meet  their  spiritu¬ 
al  needs.  Rev.  James  O.  Evans,  pas¬ 
tor,  led  the  training. 

•  •  • 

In  early  September,  Quitman  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  dedicated  their 
new  Maas-Rowe  Electronic  Carillon. 
Dr  Henry  Blount,  Ruston  D.S., 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  and 
led  the  congregation  in  a  dedication 
litany.  A  meal  was  served  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  immediately  following 
the  service.  Rev.  Gordon  Smith  is 
pastor. 

*  •  • 

Jack  Dew,  President  of  State  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  presented  the  UMM  pro¬ 
gram  to  a  group  assembled  at  the 
Blanchard  United  Methodist  Church 
From  that  group,  11  men  formed  the 
charter  organization  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  Blanchard.  There 
were  18  men  present  at  the  first 
meeting  on  September  29th.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  were  elected:  Roy 
Gage  -  President;  Antoine 
Freadaway  —  Vice  President;  and 
Doug  Vouvaughan  -  Secretary-Trea¬ 
surer. 


Members  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  and  the  Bishop's  Staff  met 
Monday,  September  30th  to  plan  a  na¬ 
tional  meeting  on  revitalizing  the  church 
through  the  Sunday  School. 

Representing  the  General  Board  were: 
Duane  Euwers,  Kirk  McNeil,  and  David 
Hazelwood.  Meeting  with  them  were 
Bishop  Underwood  and  Dr.  John  Braden. 

Plans  were  discussed  which  would 
bring  together  laity  and  clergy  in  a  na¬ 
tional  meeting  designed  to  give  hands  on 
experiences  for  revitalizing  the  local 
church. 


Concern  for  the  meeting  grew  out  of: 

1)  National  interest  in  Sunday  School 
growth  which  is  happening  in  Louisiana: 

2)  Bishop  Underwood's  conviction  that 
the  best  way  to  revitalize  the  church  is 
through  the  Sunday  School. 

The  national  meeting  is  projected  for 
the  winter  of  1987.  It  will  utilize  both  on 
site  training  and  teleconferencing. 

Plans  will  be  developed  by  a  design 
team  selected  by  the  General  Board 
Further  information  will  be  released  at 
a  later  date  by  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 


3)  priorities. 

A  consensus  formed  among  the  mem¬ 
bers  that  they  wanted  to  search  out 
unique,  challenging  and  contemporary 
ministers  for  the  Annual  Conference.  As 
these  are  adopted  by  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  and  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  it  is  hoped  that  these  would  give 
guidance  and  direction  to  planning  done 
by  other  boards  and  agencies. 

The  committee  will  meet  again  in  No¬ 
vember  to  update  its  work. 


Centenary’s 
Contribution  To 


Latest 

The  Church 


Pictured  above  are:  left  to 
right.  Dr.  David  Trickett,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Research  and  Planning 
Committee,  and  Roger  Guissin¬ 
ger,  chairman. 


Pictured  above  are  the  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Research  and  Planning  in  session  at 
Baton  Rouge. 


The  Resource  Team  of  the  Centenary 
School  of  Church  Careers  is  available  to 
churches  in  Louisiana  to  bring  new  ideas 
and  resources  to  the  places  that  they  vis¬ 
it;  provide  “models,”  initiate  inspiration; 
produce  enthusiasm;  meet  specific  ex¬ 
pressed  needs;  to  be  good  representa¬ 
tives  of  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers;  and  to  provide  learning  experi¬ 
ences  for  themselves  from  the  churches. 

Each  member  of  the  Resource  Team 
has  special  talents  and  gifts  which  they 
freely  offer  and  utilize.  They  are  a  di¬ 
verse  group,  but  when  they  work  togeth¬ 
er,  it  is  easy  for  them  to  accomplish 
their  purpose  by  resourcing  retreats, 
worship  services,  workshops,  UMYF 
programs  and  outdoor  activities. 

The  group  consists  of  five  talented 
members  who  come  together  as  an  ef¬ 
fective  team.  Roger  Templeton,  a  sopho¬ 
more  from  Lottie,  Louisiana,  has  been 


President  of  the  Conference  Youth  Team 
and  Youth  Director  at  North  Highlands 
United  Methodist  Church.  LaNell  Kea- 
hey,  a  senior  from  Jacksonville,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  has  worked  at  Summer  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  as  Youth  Di¬ 
rector  and  Director  of  Children’s  Minis¬ 
tries.  Denise  Bedard,  a  senior  from 
Lewisville,  Texas,  has  experience  in  in¬ 
terpretive  dance,  clowning,  and  outdoor 
activities.  Ann  Beaty,  a  senior  from 
Spring,  Texas,  and  Sue  Joiner,  a  junior 
from  Garland,  Texas,  are  returning  for  a 
second  year  on  the  team  contributing  ex¬ 
perience  in  planning  retreats  and  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

For  more  information,  and  to  arrange 
dates  for  a  visit  by  this  team,  please  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Bert  Scott,  Church  Careers  Of¬ 
fice,  P.O.  Box  4188.  Shreveport,  LA 
71134-0188,(318)  869-5156. 


Billboards  Help  Identify  Broadmoor  UMC 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  has  eight  brightly  painted 
billboards  up  around  the  church’s  main 
membership  area.  The  billboard  has  a 
picture  of  the  church,  along  with  the  po¬ 
sitioning  statement  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  —  "More  Than  An 
Hour  A  Week"  on  it. 

The  Communications  Committee  —  in 
charge  of  the  design  of  the  boards  — 
feels  that  the  billboards  are  great  for  the 
membership’s  sense  of  identity  with  the 
church.  Members  feel  that  people  in 
the  area  need  to  know  that  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  is  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  church  there  for  them. 

The  statement  “More  Than  An  Hour  A 
Week”  means  many  things  to  many  peo¬ 
ple.  And  the  appeal  of  the  billboards  is 


very  promising. 

New  boards  are  being  planned  for  the 
month  of  November. 


VCS  and  Youth  Service  Fund 


Rayne  Memorial  UMC  held  its  Vaca- 
tion  Church  School  in  mid-August. The 
average  attendance  per  day  was  171. 
However,  one  of  the  greatest  results 
from  the  program  was  the  contribution 


made  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund  in  honor 
of  the  youth  who  assisted  in  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Eighteen  youth  took  part  in  the 
VCS  as  helpers.  The  mission  offering  for 
YSF  amounted  to  $376.22. 


From  Our  Lay  Leader 

“High  Spirited  Horses’’ 


Have  You  Registered 
For  The  Sunday  School  Teacher 
Gifted  &  Called  Workshop? 


This  is  an  important  event  to 
be  held  on  October  26th  at  the 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.  This 
one-day  teacher  training  event 
is  for  all  membership  size 


churches.  Cost  is  $20.00  per  per¬ 
son.  Call  your  registration  in  to¬ 
day  by  using  the  toll-free 
Cokesbury  number.  1-800-672- 
1789,  from  8  to  4,  Monday 
through  Friday. 


I  am  not  a  big  admirer  of  horses.  But  I 
have  a  fellow  worker  who  trains  horses 
as  a  sideline.  She  is  always  talking  about 
horses.  She  says  horses  are  similar  to  hu¬ 
mans.  Some  sulk,  some  pitch  and  rare 
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up,  some  are  docile,  some  are  lazy,  but 
some  are  high  spirited  and  like  to  prance 
and  hold  their  heads  up  high  and  are  im¬ 
pressive.  It  would  be  nice  if  we  Christian 
work-horses  could  hold  our  heads  up 
high,  prance  and  let  others  know  that  we 
are  glad  to  be  working  horsemen  for  Je¬ 
sus-  Hubert  Blanchard 

^  The  Louisiana  Conference 
EMLC  Convocation 

to  be  held  on  November  15th-16th  at 
Camphor  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  More 
details  in  next  issue  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodist. 
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‘Edelweiss’  ban:  A  sad  commentary 
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We  share  the  dismay  of  readers  who 
recently  learned  their  congregation 
could  be  sued  for  singing  a  benediction  to 
a  well-known  show  tune  (see  UMR  •‘Let¬ 
ters,”  Oct.  11). 

Publishers  of  Edelweiss,  a  song  from 
the  popular  Rodgers  and  Hammerstein 
musical  The  Sound  of  Music,  say  they 
will  sue  churches  for  violating  copyright 
laws  if  they  do  not  stop  using  the  tune 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  13). 

The  prospect  of  such  suits  is  a  sad 
commentary  on  our  times. 

The  publishers  apparently  are  within 
their  rights  legally.  But  the  prospect  of 
their  filing  thousands  of  suits  against  local 
churches  that  end  worship  services  with 
the  Edelweiss  benediction  is  unlikely. 

The  publishers  say  they  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  protect  their  interests  and 
those  of  songwriters.  Their  livelihoods 
are  tied  to  income  derived  from  copy¬ 
righted  material.  Unrestricted  or  un¬ 
compensated  use  of  such  material  denies 
them  rightful  control  of  the  ‘fruits"  of 
their  labor. 

We  consider  it  preposterous,  however, 
to  suggest  that  such  interests  are  signifi¬ 
cantly  threatened  in  this  instance.  Church 
use  of  the  Edelweiss  tune  in  worship  ser¬ 
vices  does  not  compete  with  its  commer¬ 
cial  use  or  reputation.  Nor  does  church 
use  produce  financial  benefits  that  are 
lost  to  the  publishers  or  composers. 

What  is  lost  by  denying  churches  the 


use  of  the  Edelweiss  tune  is  something 
far  more  important  than  financial  profit: 
the  spontaneous  and  unselfish  enjoyment 
of  an  act  of  human  creativity.  That  loss 
is  all  the  greater  since  the  tune  was  be¬ 
ing  used  to  enhance  the  worship  of  God. 

It  is  tragic  when  unnecessary  restric¬ 
tions— legal  or  financial— are  placed  on 
the  use  of  something  that  lifts  the  human 
spirit  and  enriches  human  life. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  a  “laborer  de¬ 
serves  his  wages,”  including  proper  con¬ 
trol  over  the  use  of  his  work.  But  when 
those  "wages"  cannot  reasonably  be  said 
to  be  threatened,  denying  a  responsible 
and  edifying  use  of  someone's  work  is 
short-sighted  and  selfish  and  not  "good 
business." 

Out  of  a  basic  commitment  to  honesty 
and  respect  for  the  law,  churches  accus¬ 
tomed  to  using  the  Edelweiss  tune  with¬ 
out  proper  permission  should  cease  to  do 
so.  Given  the  popularity  of  the  Edelweiss 
benediction  in  countless  churches  across 
the  country,  however,  efforts  should  be 
made  to  find  a  legal  means  by  which  it 
may  be  so  used. 

One  possibility  would  be  for  our 
church’s  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  to 
explore  the  feasibility  of  acquiring  rights 
to  the  tune  for  use  in  the  new  hymnal.  If 
the  benediction  were  published  there,  it 
automatically  and  legally  would  be 
available  for  congregational  use. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Church  must  resist  trend  toward  cutting 
child  welfare  to  reduce  federal  deficit 

Rl  lAUrC  n  inmnn,.  rx  ,  .  **  ** 


By  JAMES  P.  ARCHIBALD 

Much  of  our  heritage  as  United  Meth¬ 
odists  shows  a  concern  for  social  wel¬ 
fare.  particularly  the  welfare  of 
children.  That  concern  must  be  empha¬ 
sized  today  if  we  are  to  encourage  our 
nation  to  be  a  responsible  steward  of  the 
world’s  resources  that  we  in  the  United 
States  have  inherited. 

Unfortunately,  allowing  American 
children  to  be  malnourished — or  even 
die— is  a  means  by  which  some  people  in 
our  country  apparently  would  try  to  re¬ 
duce  the  federal  deficit. 

Before  dismissing  that  assertion  as  the 
words  of  a  fanatic,  don't  discount  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  fact  that,  in  the  past  four 
years,  federal  programs  for  children 
have  been  cut  by  18  percent  while  the  de¬ 
fense  budget  has  increased  by  86.1  per¬ 
cent.  Sixty-six  percent  of  Aid  to  Families 
of  Dependent  Children  is  for  children. 

I  contend  that  aid  is  a  necessary  in¬ 
vestment  to  enable  children  of  needy 
families  to  mature  and  contribute  to  so¬ 
ciety  in  a  way  that  reflects  the  image  of 
God.  Yet  the  national  trend  has  been  to 
permit  children  to  be  victimized. 

For  example,  school  breakfasts  and 

My  Witness 


lunches  and  child-care  and  feeding  pro¬ 
grams  have  been  reduced  nationally  by 
29  percent  ($5  billion)  in  the  past  three 
years.  Numerous  proposals  are  now  be¬ 
ing  considered  in  Congress  for  further 
cuts  despite  food  cost  increases. 

Response  reflects  trend 

The  response  of  my  own  community, 
which  is  in  one  of  the  wealthiest  counties 
in  the  nation,  reflects 
the  effects  of  this  na¬ 
tional  trend. 

For  almost  20 
years,  neighborhood 
churches  have  oper¬ 
ated  a  program  to 
provide  emergency 
assistance  to  local 
residents.  A  few 
years  ago,  we  discovered  there  were  in¬ 
creasingly  large  numbers  of  families  for 
whom  a  bag  of  groceries  was  not  an  ade¬ 
quate  means  of  help— because  homeless 
people  have  no  place  to  cook  that  food. 

The  churches  responded  with  a  soup 
kitchen  to  provide  a  balanced  meal  ev¬ 
ery  evening.  The  proud,  prosperous  resi¬ 
dents  insisted  that  the  need  did  not  exist 


What  is  lost  by  denying  churches  the  available  for  congregational  use.  •  _  A  ■■  _ 

NCC  headed  in  one  right  direction  Christ  s  love  lives  at  Lovely  Lane 

.  .  .  _  Bv  JAMES  A.  LAWI.F.Y  .Inst  a  month  hofnro  tha  Da1>:  „„  _ 


A  recent  meeting  between  the  Rev. 
Arie  Brouwer,  new  chief  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  and  the 
NCC’s  information  committee  suggests 
the  embattled  ecumenical  organization 
may  be  headed  in  at  least  one  right  di¬ 
rection  (see  UMR,  Oct.  4). 

Members  of  the  committee,  represent¬ 
ing  NCC  member-denominations,  persis¬ 
tently  questioned  Dr.  Brouwer  about  his 
proposal  to  reorganize  the  agency's  infor¬ 
mation  office.  Their  primary  concern  was 
whether  the  restructured  office  would  be 
able  to  report  NCC  news  “with  integrity.” 

Committee  members  eventually 
agreed  to  "affirm  the  basic  thrust"  of 
Dr.  Brouwer’s  proposal.  But  they  also 
made  clear  they  wanted  to  be  “more  in¬ 
volved”  in  implementing  the  proposal 
than  they  were  in  its  development. 

Such  assertiveness  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  is  a  refreshing  change.  In  the 
past  the  tendency  was  toward  detached 
acceptance  by  denominational  represen¬ 
tatives  of  NCC  staff  proposals. 

That  lack  of  strong  denominational 
representation  has  been  one  major  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  NCC’s  lack  of  credibility  and 
trust  among  many  grass-roots  church 
members.  That  lack  became  painfully 
evident  two  years  ago  following  so- 
called  "investigations”  of  the  NCC  by  the 
Readers'  Digest  and  60  Minutes.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  many  disaffected  members  of 
mainline  churches  called  anew  for  their 
denominations  to  "get  out  of  the  NCC." 

Members  of  the  NCC’s  information 
committee  appear  to  have  taken  to  heart 
one  lesson  from  that  experience.  A  will¬ 
ingness  on  the  part  of  representatives 
from  member-denominations  to  ask 
probing  questions  about  proposed  NCC 
actions— and  to  be  part  of  the  planning 
process  for  those  actions— is  essential 
for  ensuring  that  the  agency  keeps  faith 
with  its  member  bodies. 

At  least  some  of  the  credit  for  encour¬ 
aging  more  member  involvement  prop¬ 
erly  belongs  to  the  NCC’s  new  chief 
executive. 

Dr.  Brouwer’s  direct,  take-charge  style 
of  leadership  is  likely  to  rub  some  people 
the  wrong  way.  But  it  also  seems  likely  to 
promote  needed  involvement  in  and  own¬ 
ership  of  NCC  policies  and  programs. 

Supporters  and  critics  alike  should  re¬ 
frain  from  passing  premature  judgment 
on  the  "new"  NCC,  including  its  new  top 
official  and  his  reorganized  information 
office.  The  former  should  find  ways  to  be 
"loving  critics”  who  are  capable  of  af¬ 
firming  as  well  as  finding  fault.  The  lat- 


KEPI 


<131 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M 
Dunnam  III;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Strickland,  Circulation  Direc 
tor;  Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller,  Con 
ference  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions,  Kay  Fielder. 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Roy  Beck, 
Douglas  Cannon.  Roberta  Sapping 
Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Editors; 
Susan  Aguren,  Sheron  Patterson,  Staff 
Writers;  Production:  Sharon  Foley 
Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500). 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  News¬ 
paper  Division,  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas,  Texas 
75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  138-year  tradition  of 
the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper  The  Reporter 
maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination's 
general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does 
serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  annual  con¬ 
ferences  that  publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opinions 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  the 
conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent 
the  views  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff  Signed 
letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the  views  of  the 
author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter 
staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before  acceptance  but 
are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone.  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 
Individual  subscriptions:  $12  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition:  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request 
Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 


ter  should  refrain  from  unfairly 
stereotyping  council  leaders  and  actions. 

Until  an  ecumenical  agency  that  is 
clearly  superior  comes  along,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  deserves  our 
support.  It  provides  a  needed  national 
witness  to  the  spirit  of  Christian  unity 
and  a  means  for  churches  to  do  togetner 
tasks  that  could  not  be  done  as  effective¬ 
ly  alone. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JAMES  A.  LAWLEY 
In  July  of  this  year  I  was  the  director 
of  a  Missouri  West  Annual  Conference 
travel  camp  called  The  Youth  Heritage/ 
Mission  Tour. 

We  were  scheduled  to  travel  east  to 
visit  historical  sites  of  our  denomination 
and  mission  project  sites.  At  night  we 
would  roll  sleeping  bags  out  on  the  floor 
of  sister  congregations  of  the  United 
Methodist  family. 


Just  a  month  before  the  trip  our  Balti¬ 
more  connection  ran  into  a  snag.  In  al¬ 
most  desperation  I  called  Lovely  Lane’s 
800  restoration  line. 

I  was  referred  to  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Emora  T.  Brannon,  who  listened  to  my 
problem  and  then  said,  "We  would  love 
to  have  you  stay  here.” 

I  never  dreamed  how  truly  gracious 
and  sincere  that  invitation  was.  When  we 
arrived  we  were  welcomed  as  warmly 


Do  something  with  church  study 

e  Editor?  Tho  Phnclnn  lifn  ilAmAnJn  ...k  ^  1 If  v  mm 


To  the  Editor: 

To  say  the  least,  I  was  thrilled  to  read 
of  the  study  by  William  Willimon  and 
Robert  Wilson  on  the  "Seven  Churches  of 
Methodism"  (see  UMR,  Sept.  20). 

That  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
lost  members  by  the  thousands  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  for  20  years  our  fastest  growing 
state,  is  a  blunt  and  sad  statement  on  our 
leadership  in  the  church. 

And  to  speak  of  leadership  is  also  to 
speak  of  our  seminary  training,  which  in 
many  cases  is  graduating  people  who 
know  not  how  to  offer  the  “bread  of  life” 
to  their  congregations. 

Unfortunately,  our  seminaries  are 
closed  shops  in  which  the  general  church 
has  little  control. 

Perhaps  a  heavy  dose  of  southern 
leadership  into  the  hierarchies  of  United 
Methodism  may  be  a  step  in  the  right  di¬ 
rection  to  reversing  our  ever-onward  de¬ 
cline.  My  hat  is  off  to  William  Willimon 
and  Robert  Wilson  for  a  very  timely 
study.  Now  let  us  do  something  with  it! 

Mark  Mildren 
Buffalo,  Missouri 

We  are  better 

To  the  Editor: 

Robert  L.  Wilson  and  William  H.  Willi¬ 
mon  may  be  right  in  their  conclusion 
that  Yankee  Methodism  will  pay  a  price 
for  "its  concern  with  clerical  and  institu¬ 
tional  concerns  over  congregational  con¬ 
cerns”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  20). 

But  it  is  also  true  that  Southern  New 
England  Conference  was  composed,  in 
the  old  days,  of  white  male  ministers. 
We  now  have  a  substantial  number  of 
women  and  minority  clergy.  We  are  bet¬ 
ter  for  that  fact,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  at 
work  in  New  England! 

John  Ambler 

Framingham,  Massachusetts 

Analysis  is  simplistic 

To  the  Editor: 

While  I  agree  with  some  of  what  Bish¬ 
op  Jack  Tuell  said,  his  analysis  is  overly 
simplistic  (see  UMR,  “Here  I  Stand," 
Sept.  20). 

He  seems  to  want  to  set  the  era  of  the 
1960s.  which  he  considers  “good,” 
against  the  "bad"  and  selfish  1980s.  But 
the  facts  don't  back  him  up. 

In  1964  military  spending,  both  as  a 
percentage  of  the  federal  budget  and  as 
a  percentage  of  the  gross  national  prod¬ 
uct,  was  higher  than  in  1984. 

By  the  same  token,  social  spending  in 
1964  was  far  lower  as  a  percentage  of 
the  federal  budget  and  the  gross  national 
product  than  in  1984. 

Also,  the  present  federal  government 
stands  resolutely  for  the  concept  of  civil 
rights  as  understood  in  the  1960s,  which 
was  that  there  should  be  no  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  race  as  we  work  for  a 
"color-blind"  society. 

What  it  opposes  is  a  doctrine  of  civil 
rights  that  appeared  later  that  encour¬ 
ages  discrimination  based  on  race.  I’m 
referring  to  the  doctrine  of  quota-based 
"affirmative  action,"  which  some  under¬ 
stand  as  "reverse  discrimination.” 

Bishop  Tuell  is  right  in  saying  that 
Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy's  view  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  life  is.  in  many  ways,  a  better 
one  than  Jerry  Falwell’s.  But  he  dishon¬ 
estly  exaggerates  his  case  by  trying  to 
condemn  the  1980s  and  exalt  the  1960s. 

In  most  cases  "golden  ages"  exist  only 
in  the  minds  of  people  who  seek  to  use 
selective  aspects  of  the  past  to  advance 
their  debatable  agendas  in  the  present. 

Marc  Rogers 
Scranton.  Kansas 

A  masterful  presentation 

To  the  Editor: 

The  masterful  presentation  by  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell  should  remind  us  again  of 
our  church's  highest  priority  (see  UMR. 
Sept  20).  Tne  apostle  Paul  proclaimed  it 
in  I  Corinthians  13:13:  “the  greatest  of 
those  is  love.” 


The  Christian  life  demands  what  may 
seem  as  contradictions.  One  is  integri¬ 
ty— the  determination  to  be  true  to  our 
convictions. 

The  other  is  tolerance— the  love  and 
appreciation  of  those  with  whom  we  dif¬ 
fer.  Our  tolerance  should  be  extended  to 
protect  the  right  to  have  and  express 
that  differing  conviction. 

Contrary  to  the  Falwells,  Bennetts  and 
Meeses  of  contemporary  political  pro¬ 
nouncement,  the  founding  fathers  did 
very  definitely  prescribe  that  religious 
freedom  be  constitutionally  protected 
from  political  influence  or  political  in¬ 
terference.  This  position  would  seem  to 
e  been  the  inevitable  reaction  to  cen- 
.  es  of  religious  oppression  both  before 
and  during  American  colonization. 

The  authors  of  our  Constitution  and 
Bill  of  Rights  did  not  represent  a  recog¬ 
nizable  or  definable  religious  persuasion. 
At  the  time  of  our  nation’s  founding,  few¬ 
er  than  30  percent  of  its  citizens  claimed 
church  membership. 

The  religious  diversity  of  our  country 
has  continued  to  grow.  That  seems  to 
disturb  some  of  those  with  strict  denomi¬ 
national  orientation  who  would  deny  the 
wealth  of  evidence  provided  by  histori¬ 
cal  scholars  and  the  correctness  of  great 
jurors  who  have  interpreted  history. 


That  religious  expression  has  flour¬ 
ished  under  our  adherence  to  state- 
church  separation  is  evidenced  by 
church  attendance  and  the  nearly  60  per¬ 
cent  of  today’s  Americans  who  claim 
church  membership. 

Charles  Painter 
Austin,  Minnesota 


Keep  up  good  articles 

To  the  Editor: 

The  series  of  articles  by  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  has  been  very  enlightening 
and  helpful  to  me.  I  appreciated  espe¬ 
cially  his  report  on  Ethiopia  and  the  re¬ 
assurance  that  money  funneled  by  the 
church  through  the  Christian  Relief  and 
Development  Association  is  reaching 
people  in  need. 

I  also  appreciated  Roberta  B.  Sap- 
pington’s  fine  article  in  the  Sept.  6  issue 
on  our  Global  Ministries  World  Divi¬ 
sion’s  experiments  in  orientation  in  a 
Third  World  country. 

Articles  such  as  these  serve  to  main¬ 
tain  my  enthusiasm  for  our  United  Meth- 
odists’  continuing  involvement  in 
Christian  mission. 

Since  I  became  a  Methodist  in  1940, 
the  inspiring  leadership  within  the  Wom¬ 
an's  Society  of  Christian  Service,  and 
now  United  Methodist  Women,  has  been 
my  greatest  source  of  personal  evangeli¬ 
zation. 

Through  our  Women’s  Division  the 
program  resources,  the  spiritual  renew¬ 
al  experienced  in  schools  of  mission  and 
the  informed,  compassionate  concern  for 
all  God's  peoples  have  made  me  grateful 
to  be  a  part  of  a  community  committed 
to  serve  others  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

I  thank  God  for  the  continuing  out¬ 
standing  leadership  within  our  United 
Methodist' General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  And  I  hope  that  we  shall  enjoy 
more  articles  about  its  work  throughout 
the  world. 

Evelyn  Burns 
Norway,  Maine 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


It  would  be  great  if  church  were 
4 the  perfect  cure 9 — or  would  it? 
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Roy  Beck 


Out  on  the  UMR  Beat  shuttling  from 
one  national  church  meeting  to  another. 
I’m  crawling  onto  one  of  those  tiny  com¬ 
muter  planes. 

I’m  tired.  Think  I’ll  divert  my  thoughts 
with  this  inflight  airline  magazine. 

What’s  this?  A  two-page  color  ad  with 
the  tantalizing  headline:  “The  perfect 
cure  for  an  imperfect  world." 

I  wonder  if  the  church  bigshots  in 
Nashville  and  New  York  have  seen  it. 
Everywhere  I  travel  for  the  Reporter, 
church  people  are 
talking  about  the 
world’s  imperfec¬ 
tions  and  looking  for 
a  cure. 

Ah,  the  picture 
covering  most  of  the 
ad  is  inviting.  A  red- 
orange  sunset  re¬ 
flects  off  lagoons, 
inlets  and  an  ocean.  A  sailboat  heads  to¬ 
ward  the  staples  in  the  middle  of  the 
magazine. 

The  type  down  at  the  bottom  describes 
the  "perfect  cure"  as  buying  a  home  at 
Sailfish  Point. 

“From  the  moment  you  arrive  at  Sail- 
fish  Point,  you  begin  to  recover  from  the 
world  you  left  behind,"  the  ad  reads. 
"Pressure  and  tension  go  out  with  the 
tide.  Pleasure  becomes  your  only  priori¬ 
ty.  For  as  much  as  this  secluded  peninsu¬ 
la  is  an  escape  from  things  you  grow 
tired  of.  it  is  also  an  escape  to  things  you 
love." 

No  wonder  the  church  isn’t  curing  the 
world.  It’s  doing  exactly  the  wrong 
things,  if  this  ad  is  to  be  believed. 

Every  time  I  try  to  leave  the  world  be¬ 
hind,  my  church  forces  me  to  look  at  oth¬ 
er  people  in  the  world  whose  "only 
priority"  is  not  pleasure  but  eating.  Or 
whose  priority  is  the  freedom  to  live  in 
peace,  to  vote  or  to  practice  religion. 

Our  mail  suggests  a  lot  of  people 


blame  the  Reporter  for  messing  up  its 
readers’  "secluded  peninsula."  Instead  of 
giving  only  stories  that  make  you  feel 
good,  we  also  include  stories  that  may 
challenge  you. 

We  re  not  trying  to  make  you  angry. 
But  our  job  is  to  cover  the  church.  And 
the  United  Methodist  Church  just  keeps 
saying  no  matter  how  tired  we  are  of 
hearing  about  the  problems  of  family 
abuse,  pornography,  poverty,  racism, 
sexism,  materialism,  violence  and  — 
well,  how  else  can  I  say  it  —  sin,  we  serve 
a  God  who  calls  us  to  seek  more  for  our 
imperfect  world  than  “only  pleasure." 

Most  of  us  have  moments  when  we 
long  for  our  church  and  our  faith  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  kind  of  cure  this  real-estate  ad¬ 
vertisement  advocates.  The  ad  offers  a 
sanctuary  with  a  private  golf  course,  a 
seawalled  marina,  an  elegant  country 
club— "all  on  a  point  of  land  only  a  few 
can  share.  " 

That  reminds  me  of  a  play  the  Cove¬ 
nant  Players  used  to  do.  An  irritated 
man  repeatedly  complains  to  a  hostess 
about  being  bored.  She  suggests  he  play 
with  his  yacht,  his  pool,  his  tennis  court 
and  on  and  on.  He  says  he  is  tired  of  all 
those  things.  "Everything  is  just  too  per¬ 
fect,"  he  says.  "Heaven  isn’t  what  it’s 
cracked  up  to  be.  It’s  so  boring.  I’d  rath¬ 
er  they’d  sent  me  to  hell  to  break  this 
monotony  "  The  hostess  replies:  “But, 
sir,  that’s  where  you  are!" 

I  may  not  agree  with  the  details  or 
even  the  philosophy  of  everything  said 
by  my  fellow  United  Methodists  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  our  world.  I  may  long  for  re¬ 
spite  from  the  head-swimming  list  of 
complicated  problems  some  church 
leaders  insist  on  confronting.  But  I’m 
thankful  for  a  church  with  the  view  that 
Christ's  "cure"  thrusts  me  headlong  into 
the  middle  of  the  world  rather  than  help¬ 
ing  me  escape  from  it. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


as  if  we  were  arriving  at  home. 

If  you  have  ever  traveled  with  a  group 
of  47  teenagers,  you  know  there  are 
many  things  to  do.  Every  single  one  of 
our  needs  was  met  or  I  was  given  friend¬ 
ly,  capable  assistance  in  making  the  nec¬ 
essary  arrangements. 

Make  no  mistake 

I  want  every  United  Methodist  to  un¬ 
derstand  and  make  no  mistake  about  it: 
Lovely  Lane  is  not  a  dead  building. 
There  is  a  caring,  capable  staff  carrying 
out  a  challenging  ministry. 

The  afternoon  and  evening  we  were 
there  the  building  was  alive  with  activi¬ 
ties,  besides  what  they  were  doing  to 
host  us. 

We  slept  on  the  floor  of  a  beautiful 
room  behind  the  sanctuary  but  we  were 
given  access  to  the  entire  building. 

The  sexton  allowed  several  youth  to 
fulfill  a  dream  playing  the  organ  in  that 
magnificent  sanctuary.  Some  played 
basketball  in  the  gym;  some  took  a  medi¬ 
tative  stroll  through  part  of  the  museum. 
Others  joined  in  a  local  folk  dancing 
group  in  the  fellowship  hall.  Several 
waited  their  turn  in  the  office  to  call 
home.  And  a  few  just  sat  quietly  in  the 
sanctuary. 

Night  was  a  blessing 

To  a  person,  including  me,  this  night  in 
our  denomination’s  mother  church  was  a 
real  blessing. 

The  name  Lovely  Lane  conveys  so 
much  that  is  significant  in  our  past.  And 
yet  it  felt  so  good  to  be  there  and  experi¬ 
ence  the  aliveness  of  Christ’s  love  in  the 
present. 

Most  of  us  agree  that  Lovely  Lane  is 
the  single  most  important  historical 
shrine  of  American  Methodism.  I  cannot 
understate  the  impact  upon  teenagers 
that  find,  because  of  a  faithful  past,  we 
can  face  the  present  with  courage  and 
the  future  with  hope. 

The  scaffolding  is  up  around  the  tower 
now,  so  maybe  we  will  not  lose  this  great 
spiritual  and  physical  landmark.  I’m 
told  that  now  the  restoration  work  is  ac¬ 
tually  beginning  to  show,  private  secular 
sources  of  funding  are  more  likely  to 
come  forward.  I’m  thankful  for  that. 

But  it  saddens  me  to  think  that  evi¬ 
dently  the  people  of  our  denomination 
are  not  aware  of  what  they  will  lose  if 
Lovely  Lane  falls. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Lawley.  is  pastor  of  First  UMC 
in  Kearney.  Missouri  (Missouri  West  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


in  their  community  and  that  those  we 
would  serve  would  be  drawn  out  of  the 
inner  city. 

When  the  facility  opened,  however, 
even  we  were  surprised  by  the  number 
of  young  people  who  had  been  educated 
in  our  local  schools  who  came  with  their 
children  to  be  fed. 

Ironically,  the  religious  community 
has  become  polarized  around  the  abor¬ 
tion  issue.  But  those  who  so  loudly  con¬ 
demn  abortion  have  yet  to  address 
problems  of  childbirth  and  infant  care 
among  low-income  people. 

Yet  one  out  of  20  pregnant  women  in 
America  receives  either  no  prenatal 
care  at  all  or  none  until  the  final  three 
months  of  pregnancy. 

Babies  born  to  mothers  without  prena¬ 
tal  care  are  three  times  more  likely  to 
have  low  birth  weights.  And  a  low-birth- 
weight  baby  is  20  times  more  likely  to 
die  or  to  have  serious  handicapping  con¬ 
ditions. 

Other  disturbing  facts 

Other  facts  related  to  the  national 
trend  are  similarly  disturbing: 

•About  a  third  of  the  poor  people  in 
America  are  children.  Yet  only  about 
one-fourth  of  the  poor  children  receive 
any  assistance  from  the  Aid  to  Families 
with  Dependent  Children  program. 
That’s  fewer  than  were  being  served  10 
years  ago. 

•  In  all  but  four  states,  public  assis¬ 
tance  brings  the  family  income  up  to 
only  75  percent  of  poverty  level.  Half  of 
the  states  encourage  poverty-stricken 
couples  to  divorce  or  separate  by  man¬ 
dating  that  no  aid  will  be  given  if  both, 
parents  are  unemployed  while  living  to- ; 
gether. 

•Although  the  number  of  employed 
mothers  in  our  country  who  have  chil-  • 
dren  under  age  6  increased  to  52  percent 
by  March  of  1984,  in  27  states  there  were 
fewer  children  in  day-care  programs 
than  there  were  in  1981. 

Numbers  will  increase 

Predictably,  the  number  of  children 
left  on  the  streets  or  in  unattended 
homes  will  increase  as  proposed  national 
budget  cuts  further  reduce  the  number 
of  child-care  facilities. 

Critical  conditions  seem  to  exist  on  ev¬ 
ery  horizon  where  poor  children  need  to 
be  served.  Administration  proposals  for 
the  upcoming  federal  government  fiscal 
year  would  result  in  huge  cuts  affecting 
children— who  have  already  sustained 
serious  reductions. 

Is  that  really  the  way  to  reduce  the 
federal  deficit? 

It  isn’t  enough  to  say,  "Parents  should 
do  better.”  Such  attitudes  will  not  feed, 
educate  or  develop  the  potential  of  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  no  control  over  their  en¬ 
vironment. 


Scriptures  oppose  trend 

The  Scriptures  certainly  do  not  sup¬ 
port  the  national  trend. 

For  example,  Matthew’s  version  of  the 
parable  of  the  lost  sheep  begins  with  a 
command:  “See  that  you  do  not  despise  one 
of  these  little  ones.”  It  ends  with  an  obser¬ 
vation:  “So  it  is  not  the  will  of  my  Father 
who  is  in  heaven  that  one  of  these  little 
ones  should  perish”  (Matthew  18:10-14 
RSV). 

Whether  "little  ones”  is  interpreted  to 
mean  children  or  people  of  little  social 
prominence,  the  Scriptures  are  speaking 
to  us. 

Christian  people  should  not  be  content 
with  a  national  trend  that  does  not  en¬ 
courage  all  the  potential  God  intends  for 
each  human  life  or  that  tolerates  condi¬ 
tions  under  which  “the  least”  of  God’s— 
and  our— children  suffer. 

"Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  James 
P.  Archibald  is  pastor  of  Good  Shepherd 
United  Methodist  Church,  Silver  Spring, 
Md.  (Baltimore  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 
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Sanctuary  movement  put  ‘on  trial’ 

Two  groups  eye  points  about  sheltering  aliens  in  contrasting  ways 
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By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON-The  sanctuary 
movement  was  put  “on  trial”  in  con¬ 
trasting  ways  in  early  October  by  two 
groups  meeting  several  blocks  apart  in 
the  nation's  capital. 

Members  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  spent 
the  first  evening  of  their  Oct.  2-to-5  meet¬ 
ing  listening  to  a  “defense”  of  efforts  by 
churches  in  this  country  to  provide  “sanc¬ 
tuary"  (shelter)  for  illegal  aliens,  mostly 
Guatemalans  and  Salvadorans. 

Two  days  later,  the  Institute  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Democracy  sponsored  a  one- 
day  seminar  on  sanctuary  that  presented 
a  cross  section  of  viewpoints  but  was 
dominated  by  critics  of  the  same  church- 
based  sanctuary  movement. 

While  the  two  diverse  groups  may 
have  reached  different  “verdicts”  in 
their  “trials,”  the  two  groups  had  a  com¬ 
mon  interest  in  focusing  on  sanctuary  at 
this  time.  That  interest  is  the  actual  trial 
of  12  church  workers,  including  two 
United  Methodists,  for  giving  sanctuary 
to  Central  American  refugees. 

The  real  trial  is  scheduled  to  begin 
Oct.  22  in  Tucson,  Ariz.  Many  observers 
view  that  trial  as  having  important  im¬ 
plications  for  key  church-state  issues. 

General  Conference  support  cited 

During  the  Church  and  Society  board's 
session,  Leonard  Slutz,  an  attorney  from 
Cincinnati,  reminded  his  fellow  mem¬ 
bers  that  the  denomination’s  1984  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  adopted  three  resolutions 
supporting  churches  that  provide  sanctu¬ 
ary. 

Mr.  Slutz  also  reminded  board  members 
of  their  vote  at  the  March  1985  meeting  to 
join  a  suit  to  stop  deportation  of  people 
seeking  sanctuary  and  to  halt  prosecution 
of  those  providing  sanctuary. 

The  board  then  viewed  an  hourlong 
videotape,  The  Sanctuary  Church,  based 
on  the  actual  experience  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Germantown,  Pa. 

First  UMC’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ted 
Loder,  said  on  the  tape  that  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  movement  is  a  “public,  not  a  secret, 
activity”  to  help  people  who  face  life- 
threatening  situations  if  returned  to 
their  homeland  and  to  bring  attention  to 
U.S.  policy  in  Central  America. 

He  said  that  99.6  percent  of  Central 
Americans  brought  up  for  deportation 


Conflicting  claims. 


.  .  .  made  at  UM  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  session: 

•  99.6%  of  Central  Americans 
brought  up  for  deportation  conse¬ 
quently  are  deported. 

•  Sanctuary  is  the  only  practical  al¬ 
ternative  for  many  illegal  aliens. 

•  Deportation  threatens  refugees 
with  persecution  or  death  in  their 
home  country. 


.  made  at  session  of  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy: 

•  27%  of  Central  Americans 
brought  up  for  deportation  in  last 
three  years  have  been  deported 

•  Illegal  aliens  have  several  legal 
alternatives  to  avoid  deportation. 

•  No  evidence  exists  that  depor¬ 
tees  face  persecution  or  death  in 
their  home  country. 


hearings  are  subsequently  deported  from 
this  country. 

One  reason  for  such  a  high  percentage, 
Mr.  Loder  said,  is  that  most  people  fac¬ 
ing  deportation  hearings  do  not  have  fi¬ 
nancial  resources  to  use  the  legal 
process  for  seeking  asylum  (protection 
from  being  returned  to  one’s  homeland) 
or  resettlement  opportunities  as  legally 
recognized  refugees. 

No  real  ‘process’  available 

Thus,  Mr.  Loder  said,  it  is  “mislead¬ 
ing”  to  suggest  that  a  process  is  "avail¬ 
able”  to  illegal  aliens  who  seek  refugee 
status.  That,  he  said,  makes  sanctuary 
the  only  alternative  for  many. 

The  Guatemalan  man  being  sheltered 
with  his  wife  and  child  in  Mr.  Loder’s 
church  appeared  in  the  tape  wearing  a 
bandana  to  hide  his  identity.  He  said  that 
if  he  were  deported  to  his  homeland,  “it 
would  only  be  a  matter  of  time  before  I 
was  hunted  down  and  killed.” 

Mr.  Loder  and  others  said  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  movement’s  efforts  to  protect  such 
people  are  not  illegal  but  comply  with  a 
law  they  claim  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  ignores  for  politi¬ 
cal  reasons,  the  U.S.  Refugee  Act  of 
1980. 

In  a  resolution  passed  two  days  later, 
the  board  affirmed  sanctuary  as  a 
“deeply  rooted  church  tradition”  and  de¬ 
nounced  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 
for  prosecuting  people  involved  in  pro¬ 
viding  sanctuary  to  refugees  fleeing  po¬ 
litical  persecution. 

The  Refugee  Act  of  1980  defines  a  refu¬ 
gee  as  one  who  has  left  his  or  her  home¬ 


land  and  who  has  a  "well-founded  fear  of 
persecution"  or  a  similar  fear  that  life  or 
freedom  would  be  threatened  if  deported. 

However,  much  of  the  dispute  between 
sanctuary  supporters  and  opponents 
arises  because  the  Refugee  Act  does  not 
define  “well-founded  fear  of  persecu¬ 
tion”  or  state  how  probable  some  harm 
to  one’s  life  or  liberty  must  be. 

Not  surprisingly,  much  of  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  movement  seminar  sponsored  by  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  confusion  involving  precise¬ 
ly  that  question. 

Speaking  to  an  ecumenical  audience  of 
100  at  that  meeting,  Roger  Conner,  head 
of  the  non-profit  Federation  for  Ameri¬ 
can  Immigration  Reform,  gave  a  five- 
point  refutation  of  the  sanctuary 
movement’s  interpretation  of  the  1980 
Refugee  Act. 

First,  Mr.  Conner  said,  the  term  "well- 
founded  fear  of  persecution”  is  a  way  of 
making  a  distinction  between  people 
who  are  -  threatened  by  "random  vio¬ 
lence”  common  around  the  world  and 
those  who  are  likely  to  be  singled  out  for 
persecution. 

He  said  the  law  cannot  reasonably  be 
stretched  to  apply  to  every  person  who 
wants  to  avoid  returning  to  a  dangerous 
situation,  as  he  said  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  appears  to  advocate. 

INS  is  not  political  arm 

Second,  Mr.  Conner  said  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  is  not  merely  a  political  arm  of 
the  Reagan  administration.  He  pointed 


Agency  begins  anti-alcohol  effort 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON -United  Methodism’s 
social-action  agency  took  steps  Oct.  2  to 
5  to  act  on  a  mandate  from  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  regarding  the  use  of  al¬ 
cohol. 

A  General  Conference  resolution  di¬ 
rected  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  to  “affirm  in  an  intentional  way 
and  with  renewed  zeal  the  support  of  ab¬ 
stinence  from  alcohol"  and  to  “support 
educational  programs  encouraging  ab¬ 
stinence.” 
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In  response,  Church  and  Society  board 
members  adopted  a  resolution  to  set  up 
a  four-person  task  force  to  “collect  data 
and  resource  materials  and  develop  a 
plan  of  action  to  meet  the  mandate  of 
the  General  Conference." 

The  resolution  called  for  the  “plan  of 
action”  to  be  presented  to  the  board  at 
its  Spring  1986  meeting. 

Board  members  also  approved  a  simi¬ 
lar  resolution  to  “collect  data  and  re¬ 
source  materials”  regarding  lotteries. 
That  will  enable  the  agency  to  "assist 
those  annual  conferences  who  desire 
help  in  defeating  lottery  initiatives.” 

Reporting  on  a  recommendation  the 
board  made  in  the  spring  that  annual 
conferences  form  "covenant  relation¬ 
ships"  with  churches  in  Nicaragua,  Don¬ 
na  Boe  of  Pocatello,  Idaho,  said  the 
agency  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Nicaragua  expressing 
"eagerness"  to  establish  such  relation¬ 
ships. 

Ms.  Boe  said  efforts  were  being  made 
to  find  “base  communities”  in  Nicaragua 
to  be  part  of  the  covenanting  process. 
She  also  reported  that  church-sponsored 
trips  to  Nicaragua  have  “dropped  off" 
during  the  last  year. 

In  other  action,  Church  and  Society 
board  members  adopted  resolutions: 

•criticizing  U.S.  Senate  bill  1200  on 
immigration  procedures  and  calling  for 
corrective  action  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  on  companion  bill  3080  to 
“strengthen  the  moral  and  ethical  con¬ 
tent"  of  the  proposed  legislation; 

•  protesting  alleged  discrimination 
against  Puerto  Rican  prisoners  in  vari- 

Symposium  to  look 
at  church  of  future 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— A  symposium  on 
the  church  of  the  future  will  be  conduct¬ 
ed  Oct.  31  through  Nov.  2  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology.  The  three-day  study 
session  will  examine  the  changing  face 
and  future  of  religious  communities  in 
the  United  States  and  abroad. 

The  symposium,  co-sponsored  by 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Urban  Minis¬ 
tries  and  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology, 
will  be  led  by  three  futurists.  Each  spe¬ 
cializes  in  projecting  trends  in  culture, 
economics  and  politics. 


ous  state  and  federal  penitentiaries; 

•joining  friend-of-the-court  briefs  in 
civil-rights  court  cases  in  Arizona  and 
Missouri; 

•  promoting  efforts  to  understand  and 
address  problems  related  to  the  effects 
of  acid  rain;  and 

•seeking  funding  to  enable  the  social- 
action  agency  to  expand  advocacy  ef¬ 
forts  related  to  public-policy  work  on  the 
"rural  crisis." 

The  board  also  received  a  report  of 
the  Infant  Formula  Task  Force  that  told 
of  efforts  to  monitor  how  well  infant  for¬ 
mula  manufacturers  are  observing  the 
World  Health  Organization  code. 

The  report  concluded  that  companies 
such  as  Nestle  that  market  infant  formu¬ 
la  in  Third  World  countries  “have  made 
the  greatest  progress  in  the  area  of  la¬ 
beling." 

Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  (San  Francisco 
Area)  noted  that  roughly  50  percent  of 
all  companies’  labels  now  contain  a 
statement  saying  that  breast  milk  is  the 
best  source  of  infant  nutrition. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


out  that  immigration  officials  and  immi¬ 
gration  judges  "are  career  civil  servants 
who  will  be  in  office  long  after  Mr.  Rea¬ 
gan  is  gone." 

Besides,  he  said,  the  immigration 
agency  has  granted  asylum  to  people 
critical  of  Mr.  Reagan,  something  it 
would  hardly  do  if  it  were  a  "political 
tool"  of  the  president. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Conner  indirectly  re¬ 
futed  Mr.  Loder’s  claim  to  Church  and 
Society  board  members  of  the  percent¬ 
age  of  Central  Americans  deported. 

Mr.  Conner  said  that  in  the  last  three 
years  only  27  percent  have  been  re¬ 
turned.  Many  who  have  been  turned 
down  for  asylum  are  having  their  ap¬ 
peals  reviewed,  he  said. 

Third,  Mr.  Conner  said  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  to  support  claims  by  the  sanctuary 
movement  that  “thousands”  are  being 
deported  to  their  death  in  Guatemala 
and  El  Salvador. 

Amnesty  International,  which  he  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  highly  regarded  monitoring 
agency,  has  disclaimed  figures  attribut¬ 
ed  to  it  that  30  percent  of  those  deported 
are  killed. 

Fourth,  there  is  no  evidence  to  support 
claims  that  people  receiving  sanctuary 
will  be  tortured  or  killed  if  they  are  de¬ 
ported,  Mr.  Conner  said.  n 
Finally,  he  said  it  is  not  true,  as  sanc¬ 
tuary  supporters  claim,  that  there  is  no 
alternative  except  “to  break  the  law  in 
obedience  to  a  higher  law.” 

By  saying  that  the  church  has  the  right 
to  decide  who  will  enter  the  country,  the 
sanctuary  movement  "is  proposing  a 
policy  that  will  not  realistically  work,” 
Mr.  Conner  said. 

It’s  ‘morally  objectionable 

Another  speaker  at  the  religion  and 
democracy  group’s  seminar.  Laura  Die¬ 
trich,  a  U.S.  State  Department  official 
responsible  for  overseeing  political  asy¬ 
lum  issues,  said  it  is  "morally  objection¬ 
able’’  that  the  sanctuary  movement 
people  are  "using  aliens  who  are  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  U.S.  legal  system  and  its  op¬ 
tions  to  further  their  political 
objectives.”  That  goal  is  to  discredit  the 
Reagan  administration’s  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  policy. 

Another  speaker,  the  head  of  the  ethics 
and  foreign  policy  program  of  the  Carne¬ 
gie  Foundation’s  Council  on  Religion  and 
International  Affairs,  Bruce  Nichols,  said 
the  sanctuary  movement  is  not  being 
faithful  to  a  basic  Christian  principle. 

The  basic  movement  of  the  Christian 
faith  is  to  bring  good  out  of  evil,”  Mr 
Nichols  said.  “The  sanctuary  movement 
has  replaced  this  with  the  view  that  good 
and  evil  are  locked  in  perpetual  conflict." 

Among  other  things,  he  said,  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement  view  becomes  a  "basic 
challenge  to  the  idea  that  church  and 
government  can  cooperate  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  society." 

Phillip  Wheaton,  coordinator  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  sanctuary  committee  in  Washington, 
disagreed.  Mr.  Wheaton  said  that  the 
Tucson  trial,  for  example,  is  "against 
North  Americans  who  have  befriended 
South  Americans." 

As  the  importance  of  “fraternity”  be¬ 
tween  North  and  South  emerges,  he  said, 
“this  can  only  be  for  the  ultimate  good  of 
our  nation."  He  said,  “The  trial— and  the 
sanctuary  movement— is  calling  our  na¬ 
tion  to  its  senses." 

The  final  speaker  at  the  institute  semi¬ 
nar,  Kerry  Ptacek  of  the  Presbyterian 
Lay  Committee,  said  Mr.  Wheaton's  kind 
of  thinking  was  merely  a  "resuscitation 
of  liberation  theology"  that  paints  the 
U.S.  as  an  imperialist  state  and  sees  all 
Marxist-based  movements  as  having 
popular  support. 


PHOTO  BY  DWAYNE  LEE  KELSEY 

FLINT,  Mich. — Ninety-year-old  Clarence  Schoup,  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men  at  Lincoln  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  bakes  little 
meat  pies  called  “pasties.”  The  meat  pies  once  sustained  miners.  The 
creations  now  help  sustain  a  congregation’s  active  ministry. 

Meat  pies  hold  recipe 
for  menu  of  ministry 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FLINT,  Mich  — The  answer  is:  the 
men’s  meat  pies. 

The  question  is:  How  does  the  366- 
member  Lincoln  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  pay  all  expenses  for  members  to 
attend  national  United  Methodist  Men 
and  United  Methodist  Women  meetings? 

It  sent  its  youth  on  an  American  Meth¬ 
odist  Bicentennial  tour. 

It  pays  mission  pledges,  buys  new 
choir  robes  and  maintains  an  adjunct 
chapel  for  vacationing  people 

All  that  and  more  is  possible  because 
of  a  unique  fund-raising  project  by  the 
men’s  fellowship  that  recently  started  its 
ninth  year.  The  men  make  and  sell  meat 
pies  called  pasties  (pronounced  PASS- 
teez). 

Following  miners  tradition 

The  popular  dish  was  introduced  to 
Michigan  by  Cornish  immigrants  from 
England.  They  worked  in  mines  in  the 
state’s  mineral-rich  Upper  Peninsula. 
Each  pasty  was  a  self-contained  meal  a 
miner  could  carry  to  work. 

Now  the  Lincoln  Park  men.  using  as¬ 
sembly-line,  mass-production  tech¬ 
niques,  turn  out  1,000  to  1,250  of  the  meat 
pies  in  two  days. 

The  pasty-making  process  begins 
when  some  25  to  30  retirees  meet  at  the 
church  on  Friday  morning  to  cut  up  veg¬ 
etables— potatoes,  onions  and  rutabaga 

After  the  vegetables  are  pared  and 
diced,  the  'first-shift’’  men  set  some 
aside  to  make  soup  for  lunch. 

(At  one  recent  work  day,  lunch  includ¬ 
ed  a  birthday  cake  honoring  90-year-old 
Clarence  Schoup,  one  of  the  most  faithful 
workers  and  the  oldest  in  a  group  that 
includes  several  octogenarians). 

After  lunch  other  workers  begin  pre¬ 
paring  the  pasties  for  baking. 

Nine  people  can  assemble  and  bake 
150  pasties  an  hour,  said  Ivan  Love. 
United  Methodist  Men  president. 

Two  men  make  dough  (using  about  250 
pounds  of  flour  and  48  three-pound  cans 
of  shortening  a  month).  Several  roll  out 
the  dough  and  cut  it  into  10-inch  circles. 

Two  other  men  spoon  the  filling— veg¬ 
etables  and  chili-ground  chuck  roast  — 
onto  half  the  circle  and  fold  the  other 
half  over  the  top  to  make  a  half-moon 
shape. 


Crimping  the  pasty  crust  edges  togeth¬ 
er  is  the  last  and  most  difficult  step,  says 
pastor  Dwayne  Lee  Kelsy.  “If  it  isn’t 
done  right,  the  pies  come  open.”  he  said 

The  men  assemble  and  bake  pasties 
until  about  9  p.m. 

At  5  a.m.  Saturday,  younger  members 
of  the  men’s  fellowship  begin  taking  up 
where  the  retirees  left  off. 

Telephone  orders  for  the  14-ounce  pas¬ 
ties,  priced  at  $1 .50  each,  start  coming  to 
the  church  office  several  days  in  ad¬ 
vance.  On  "pasty  day  "  people  come  from 
all  over  town  to  pick  up  the  hot  pies,  and 
by  early  Saturday  afternoon  all  the  pas¬ 
ties  are  usually  sold. 

All  groups  get  finger  in  pie 

The  men's  fellowship  realizes  a  net 
profit  of  from  $1,000  to  $2,000  for  about 
450  volunteer  man  hours  for  each  month¬ 
ly  two-day  project,  Mr  Love  said. 

The  project  runs  from  September 
through  April  (through  May  if  there  is  a 
pressing  need  for  funds  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Bicentennial  youth  tour  in  1984).  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  uncomfortably  high  heat  of 
the  ovens,  pasty-making  is  discontinued 
in  the  summer. 

The  Lincoln  Park  men  began  making 
pasties  about  eight  years  ago  using 
member  Richard  Jenkins’  family  recipe 
The  success  of  the  flaky-crusted,  meaty 
pasties  soon  prompted  a  need  for  more 
workers. 

And  other  groups  in  the  church  re¬ 
quested  an  opportunity  to  help  make  the 
pies  and  to  share  in  the  profits.  So  mak¬ 
ing  pasties  became  a  "shared  project.” 

A  different  group  in  the  church  is  des¬ 
ignated  each  month  to  help  with  the  pro¬ 
ject  and  to  share  the  profits. 

Although  members  of  the  groups  des¬ 
ignated  for  the  month  help  with  the 
pasty-making,  the  men's  organization 
gives  general  leadership,  purchases  the 
supplies  and  provides  an  experienced 
work  cadre  to  oversee  the  project. 

Two  months’  profits  per  year  are  des¬ 
ignated  for  upkeep  of  the  church's  re¬ 
treat  property  and  a  chapel  for  summer 
visitors  on  the  Boif  Blanc  Island  in 
northern  Michigan. 

Mr  Love  reports  that  the  pasty  pro¬ 
ject  adds  more  than  $8,000  per  year  to 
the  ministry  and  mission  of  the  church. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


P oil:  retain  male  hymn  words  for  God 


Seven  Steps  to  Achieve 

VICTORV  OV€R  STRESS 


A  practical ,  spiritual  guide  for  finding  happi¬ 
ness  and  coping  with  the  stresses  of  daily  living. 

The  Reverend  Robert  E.  Stevens  is  Associate 
Pastor  and  Director  of  Prayer  Ministries  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas. 


You  may  order  the  cassette  for  $8.50  from  STRESS ,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1320  Main.  Houston.  Texas  77002. 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

A  survey  measuring  a  cross  section  of 
United  Methodist  membership  has  found 
general  support  for  retaining  masculine 
references  to  God  in  songs  for  a  new 
hymnal. 

The  poll  conducted  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
shows  mild  agreement  with  the  panel’s 
proposal  to  make  language  about  people 
more  inclusive  (see  chart). 

Overall,  the  survey  of  480  “reader- 
consultants”  found  “modest  but  not  ex¬ 
travagant  support"  for  five  language 
guidelines  being  considered  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  said  the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young, 
hymnal  editor. 

Dr.  Young  said  he  would  share  the  sur¬ 
vey  findings  with  the  25  committee 
members  this  week  in  Chicago.  He  gave 
a  report  on  the  survey  during  an  Oct.  7 
meeting  of  religion  newswriters  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

The  “reader-consultants"  represent 
annual  conferences.  United  Methodist 
seminaries  and  church-music  circles. 

The  editor  characterized  the  survey  as 
the  "most  accurate,  on-site  voice  of  opin¬ 
ion"  of  United  Methodist  membership  on 
hymn  language. 

General  agreement  reported 

Reaction  to  three  other  statements 
about  language  use,  reported  Oct.  10 
from  Nashville  by  Gary  Smith,  editorial 
manager  for  the  hymnal  revision  pro¬ 
ject,  showed  that  the  299  reader-consul¬ 
tants  who  had  responded  by  Oct.  8: 

•  Were  slightly  more  than  indifferent 
about  substitutions  for  masculine  or 
feminine  descriptions  for  the  church, 
natural  objects,  nature  or  virtues. 

•Strongly  agreed  that  all  hymn  texts 
should  be  tested  against  John  Wesley’s 
standards  of  Scripture,  experience,  tra¬ 
dition  and  reason. 


Overall 

Laywomen 

Laymen 

Clergywomen 

Clergymen 

In  what  the  hymnal  edi¬ 
tor  called  the  “most  accu¬ 
rate.  on-site  voice  of 
opinion"  of  UM  member- 

Change  hymns 
to  use  inclusive 
language  about 
people. 

Mildly 

Agree 

(6.3) 

Indifferent 

(5.4) 

Indifferent 

(4.9) 

Strongly 

Aqree 

(7.8) 

Agree 

(6.7) 

ship,  reader-consultants 
registered  their  responses 
on  o  one-to-nine  scale.  The 
numbers  matched  these  de¬ 
scriptions: 

1 .  very  strongly  disagree 

Keep  poets’ 
original  language 
about  God  . 

Agree 

(6.8) 

Agree 

(7.5) 

Agree 

(7.1) 

Mildly 

Agree 

(5.6) 

Agree 

(6.7) 

3.  disagree 

4.  mildly  disagree 

5.  indifferent 

6.  mildly  agree 

7.  agree 

8.  strongly  agree 
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9.  very  strongly  agree. 

•Strongly  agreed  that  hymns  with 
language  that  discriminates  or  is  other¬ 
wise  not  in  accordance  with  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  should  be  al¬ 
tered  or  deleted. 

Responses  from  various  categories  of 
participants  showed  some  marked  dif¬ 
ferences. 

For  example,  on  the  use  of  inclusive 
language  for  all  references  to  people, 
clergy  women  strongly  agreed,  but  lay- 
women  were  slightly  more  than  indiffer¬ 
ent.  Clergy  men  registered  only  mild 
agreement,  but  laymen  indicated  more 
indifference  than  women. 

Ethnic-minority  participants,  both 
clergy  and  lay,  showed  mild  agreement. 

Women  clergy  voice  strong  view 

The  support  from  women  clergy  for 
altering  or  deleting  hymns  with  lan¬ 
guage  that  discriminates  was  the  stron¬ 
gest  for  any  question  in  the  survey. 
Laywomen.  on  the  other  hand,  just 
agreed  with  that  statement. 

But  laywomen  solidly  agreed  with  re¬ 
taining  original  forms  of  address  for  God 
in  hymns.  Responses  from  women  minis¬ 


ters  indicated  slightly  more  than  indif¬ 
ference. 

Ethnic-minority  laypeople  agreed 
even  more  strongly  with  retaining  tradi¬ 
tional  references  for  God. 

Laymen  tallied  the  most  negative 
opinion  on  any  question— mild  disagree¬ 
ment  with  substitutions  for  male  and  fe¬ 
male  characterizations  of  the  church, 
objects,  nature  and  virtues 

Nearly  one  in  three  questionnaires 
carried  detailed  written  comments,  said 
Laurel  Steinhice,  a  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  staff  member.  She  compiled 
a  report  on  the  opinions  expressed  in 
those  comments  for  committee  mem¬ 
bers 

“The  greatest  consensus,"  Ms  Stein¬ 
hice  said,  "was  that  inclusive  people  lan¬ 
guage  should  be  used  anywhere  it  could 
be  without  being  destructive  to  the  (mu¬ 
sical)  work." 

Many  written  comments  indicated 
strong  concern  for  maintaining  poetic 
meter,  avoiding  jarring  or  awkward 
work  choices  and  maintaining  the  "sin- 
gability”  of  lyrics,  she  said. 

Remarks  about  references  to  God 


showed  much  wider  opinions  and  much 
stronger  emotions.  Ms.  Steinhice  said. 

“If  there  was  a  consensus,"  she  said. 
4  it  was  that  God  language  and  imagery 
should  not  be  drastically  revised  in  older 
hymns  but  that  newer  hymns  should  re¬ 
flect  the  inclusiveness  of  the  church  and 
create  an  overall  balance." 

Dr.  Young  said  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  is  trying  to  enlist  as  many  as 
700  “reader-consultants."  They  will  help 
keep  the  panel  in  touch  with  feelings  of 
the  denomination’s  membership. 

Bishops  have  been  asked  to  appoint 
seven  people  from  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  Dr  Young  said  Each  appointment 
represents  a  class  of  lay  or  clergy  mem¬ 
bership  within  the  conference. 

Other  reader-consultants  represent 
various  academic  disciplines  in  the  13 
United  Methodist  seminaries,  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  and  the  Federation  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship.  Music  and 
Other  Arts,  Dr.  Young  said. 

Mr  Smith  said  70  of  the  74  annual  and 
missionary  conferences  in  the  United 
States  have  submitted  names  of  repre¬ 
sentatives. 
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Radio  program  links 
west  New  York  UMs 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NORTH  SYRACUSE.  N.Y.-One 
year  ago  the  Rev.  Dan  Moore 
dreamed  of  linking  United  Methodists 
in  the  numerous  towns  and  cities  of 
the  western  New  York  region  with  a 
radio  ministry. 

Today  the  dream  is  reality. 

Mr.  Moore  produces  and  plays  host 
to  Journal  of  the  Air.  That  prerecord¬ 
ed  radio  program  highlights  innova¬ 
tive  ministries  at  local  United 
Methodist  churches  in  western  New 
York.  The  program  is  heard  every 
Sunday  on  at  least  eight  commercial 
radio  stations  throughout  the  three 
annual  conferences  that  compose 
what  is  known  as  the  New  York  West 
Area. 

Mr.  Moore,  a  32-year  old  United 
Methodist  minister  and  experienced 
radio  producer,  said  he  designed  the 
15-minute  radio  program  to  have  a 
three-pronged,  positive  punch. 

"It  is  a  fast-paced,  magazine  style 
program,"  he  said.  "It  includes  inter¬ 
views  I’ve  done  with  western  New 
York  United  Methodists  concerning 
creative  ministries  taking  place  in 
their  churches,  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  United  Methodist  news  and  a 
three-to-four  minute  devotion  from 
Bishop  Forrest  Stith  of  the  New  York 
West  Area." 

Meeting  gives  cue 

Mr.  Moore  took  his  cue  for  the  ra¬ 
dio  ministry  from  a  Central  New 
York  pastor's  school  in  September 
1984. 

"We  discussed  the  lack  of  commu¬ 
nication  within  the  New  York  West 
Area,"  he  said.  "We  noted  two  prob¬ 
lems:  People  in  the  pews  didn't  know 
the  leaders,  and  a  parochialism  with¬ 
in  the  churches  prevented  members 
from  seeing  themselves  as  a  part  of 
United  Methodism’s  connectional  sys¬ 
tem. 

"I  figured  that  the  resurgence  of 
the  radio  could  link  people  in  the  area 
and  inform  them  of  church  news  out¬ 
side  the  area.  Also  we  were  welcom¬ 
ing  a  newly  elected  episcopal  leader, 
Bishop  Forrest  Stith  to  the  area,  and 
a  radio  ministry  could  serve  to  intro¬ 
duce  him  to  more  people.” 

The  radio  ministry  moved  closer  to 
reality  in  June  1985  after  the  three 
annual  conferences  of  the  New  York 
West  Area— Western.  Northern  and 
Central  New  York  — approved  the 
idea. 

Mr  Moore  was  given  the  part-time 
special  appointment  as  producer  of 
the  New  York  West  Area  radio  minis¬ 
try.  He  was  also  appointed  as  youth 
minister  at  Andrews  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  North  Syra¬ 
cuse. 

Equipment  no  problem 

Finding  equipment  for  the  ministry 
was  no  problem.  Mr.  Moore  owns 
“Pilgrimage  Productions  Inc.,”  an 
audio  productions  company  he  start¬ 
ed  in  1983. 

The  production  studio  and  his 
$10,000  worth  of  equipment  are  in  the 
basement  of  Andrews  Memorial 
UMC.  Mr.  Moore  conducts  interviews 
with  local  church  people  on  location 
and  does  the  final  tape  editing  in  the 
studio. 

Bishop  Stith  has  been  a  supporter 
of  the  radio  ministry  since  its  idea 
stage,  Mr.  Moore  said. 


Dan  Moore 

"We  want  to  spread  the  message 
that  a  lot  is  happening  in  our 
churches  through  the  love,  grace  and 
guidance  of  Jesus  Christ,"  Bishop 
Stith  told  the  Reporter.  "We  also 
want  to  be  an  evangelistic  tool. 

"We  noticed  that  negative  images 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  were 
presented  a  few  years  ago  in  the  tele¬ 
vision  program  60  Minutes  and  in 
Reader's  Digest  magazine,  and  we 
wanted  to  show  the  positives. 

"Also  we  saw  a  tremendous  need 
for  communications  in  our  area  to 
tell  the  United  Methodist  story  to 
United  Methodists  and  others." 

The  bishop  termed  communications 
the  "paramount  issue"  in  the  area  be¬ 
cause  of  its  size  and  isolation. 

"The  program  blankets  the  New 
York  West  Area,”  he  said.  “It  is  heard 
in  such  western  New  York  cities  as 
Utica,  Jamestown,  Buffalo.  Syracuse 
and  Rochester." 

Businesses  sponsor  show 

United  Methodist  business  people 
are  helping  underwrite  the  costs  of 
these  broadcasts.  Air  time  at  the  var¬ 
ious  commercial  stations  ranges  from 
$25  to  $30  for  15  minutes. 

Sponsors  are  grouped  in  threes  and 
divide  the  costs  evenly.  Sponsors  have 
included  a  car  dealer,  a  funeral-home 
director  and  a  retirement-home  owner. 

Before  Mr.  Moore’s  assignment  in 
North  Syracuse,  he  served  the  Dundee 
and  Starke  United  Methodist  churches 
in  Dundee,  N.Y.,  for  three  years. 

During  that  time  he  produced  and 
played  host  to  a  local  radio  series  on 
the  meaning  of  Christmas.  He  is  also 
a  producer  and  coordinator  for  "Word 
and  Music,"  a  music  and  script  ser¬ 
vice  for  radio  ministries  provided  by 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

"I  believe  that  when  ideas  and  sto¬ 
ries  of  people's  faith  in  action  are 
shared,  there  is  a  cross  fertilization  in 
God's  field,"  he  said.  "We  can  sow 
seeds  with  each  other.  That’s  the  in¬ 
tentional  plan  behind  this  (radio)  min¬ 
istry.” 

Describing  himself,  Mr.  Moore 
said,  “I’m  a  Christian  who  went 
through  seminary  intending  to  be  a 
parish  minister,  who  discovered  that 
God  had  other  things  in  mind,  specifi¬ 
cally  a  ministry  in  a  slightly  different 
key. 

"I  can't  separate  my  skills  from 
my  faith.  I  believe  God  has  a  purpose 
for  my  talents." 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
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Image  efforts  need  careful  design 

Common  mistakes  can  ruin  PR  campaigns ,  communicators  told 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— Local  churches  and  an¬ 
nual  conferences  that  launch  public-rela¬ 
tions  campaigns  need  to  be  careful  not  to 
blow  their  efforts  (or  their  budgets)  with 
two  common  mistakes. 

Parker  Duncan,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  and  president  a  Charlotte,  N.C.. 
advertising  agency,  delivered  that  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
Fellowship  of  Communicators  recently. 

"Churches  get  carried  away  with  who 
they  would  like  to  be  instead  of  who  they 
really  are.”  Mr.  Duncan  said.  "And  it 
doesn’t  take  a  potential  member  very 
long  to  discover  it." 

The  second  mistake  churches  usually 
make,  he  said,  is  trying  to  hit  the  entire 
population  and  not  zeroing  in  on  a  par¬ 
ticular  market. 

"Too  many  churches  start  a  cam¬ 
paign,  and  they  want  to  reach  every¬ 
body,"  he  said.  "Well,  you  can’t  do  that. 
You  end  up  reaching  nobody." 

The  advertising  executive  suggested 
instead  that  churches  take  segments  of 
the  population  and  focus  on  it  for  several 
months  at  a  time. 

Target  specific  audiences 

For  instance,  he  said,  if  a  church  is 
trying  to  reach  out  to  single  parents  in 
the  community,  the  campaign  ought  to 
be  geared  directly  to  them  and  what  the 
church  can  offer  in  the  way  of  day  care, 
Sunday-school  classes  for  the  parents 
and  projects  aimed  specifically  at  them. 

In  another  quarter,  the  church  might 
throw  its  momentum  into  a  campaign 
aimed  at  older  adult  ministries,  said  the 
president  of  Parker.  Finch  and  Welch 


Advertising  Agency.  Still  another  might 
appeal  to  teen-agers. 

The  result  should  be  a  church  made  up 
of  more  than  just  young  families  or  re¬ 
tired  people,  he  said.  The  cross  section 
should  benefit  from  the  variety. 

"A  Gallop  poll  a  few  years  back 
showed  that  the  majority  of  people  knew 
what  the  United  Methodist  Church  was, 
but  nobody  knew  what  we  stood  for,”  Mr. 
Duncan  said.  To  address  the  problem, 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  designed  a  television  ad  aimed 
directly  at  telling  young  adults  what  the 
church  stands  for. 

The  ad  asked  the  viewer  "Do  you  be¬ 
lieve?"  Then  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Creed  was  slowly  revealed  on  the  screen. 
The  closing  words  of  the  commercial 
were  "We  do  too.  The  United  Methodist 
Church." 

"The  results  were  incredible,"  Mr. 
Duncan  said.  "We  did  our  own  study  one 
year  later,  and  there  was  a  fourfold  in¬ 
crease  in  understanding  of  who  United 
Methodists  are." 

Sold  on  TV 

Mr.  Duncan  extolled  the  virtues  of  ad¬ 
vertising  on  television  as  the  most 
"broadly  reachable"  medium. 

"Let’s  face  it,"  he  said.  "Everybody 
watches  TV.  Young  adults  don’t  read 
newspapers  anymore.  They  watch  TV. 
Older  adults  spend  a  great  deal  of  time 
watching  TV  and  so  do  young  children 
and  teen-agers." 

Churches  ought  to  be  right  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  TV  advertising,  he  said. 

“I  say,  if  you  want  to  reach  a  huge 
number  of  people,  buy  time  on  Miami 
vice,"  he  said.  "You’ve  got  the  numbers 
watching  you." 


The  Western  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  has  been  involved  in  produc¬ 
ing  commercials  for  television  for  sever¬ 
al  years  and  has  advertised  locally 
during  the  Super  Bowl  and  was  a  co¬ 
sponsor  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Conference 
basketball  tournament. 

Communicators  attend  workshop 

The  southeastern  communicators 
were  meeting  as  part  of  a  workshop  to 
help  them  learn  how  to  build  and  devel¬ 
op  annual-conference  and  local-church 
public-relations  campaigns. 

Experts  from  radio,  television,  news¬ 
paper  and  advertising  markets  in  the 
Nashville  area  spoke  to  the  group  during 


the  workshop  Oct.  3  to  5. 

The  denomination’s  United  Methodist 
Communications  will  launch  a  nation-  , 
wide  “Catch  the  Spirit”  public  relations,- 
campaign  in  early  1986.  And  while  som,e  ;< 
churches  may  choose  to  pick  up  on 
theme,  Mr.  Duncan  said  the  workshop 
was  primarily  aimed  at  developing  indi- , 
vidual  campaigns. 

Bill  Richards,  director  of  public  rela-c 
tions  for  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  said  a  packet  would  be  mailed  to.- 
every  United  Methodist  pastor  in  mid*. 
November  with  samples  or  a  brochure:' 
showing  what  would  be  available  for.' 
churches  who  want  to  plug  into  the 
"Catch  the  Spirit"  campaign. 


Ad  executive  gives  advice 
on  dealing  with  agencies 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Is  your  local  church 
ready  to  kick  off  its  own  public-relations 
or  advertising  campaign? 

Emily  Baxter,  account  executive  with 
Erick  Erickson  Advertising  Agency  in 
Nashville,  the  firm  that  developed  and 
handled  the  Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  "Catch  the  Spirit”  campaign,  re¬ 
cently  offered  this  advice  to  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Fellowship  of 
Communicators  about  dealing  with  ad¬ 
vertising  agencies: 

•  Describe  your  local  church’s  philoso¬ 
phies  and  your  denomination’s  philoso¬ 
phies  to  the  advertising  agency.  Briefly 
assess  the  political,  social  and  economic 


Race  panel  asks  agencies  to  sell 
stock  in  firms  with  S.  African  ties 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  commission  monitoring  racial 
issues  has  called  on  13  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  denominational  agencies  to 
divest  holdings  in  companies  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  South  Africa. 

"There  are  times  when  the  United 
Methodist  Church  must  speak  and  act  in 
a  unified  and  singular  way,"  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  said  Sept.  29. 

“The  dismantling  of  institutionalized 
racism  is  non-negotiable;  that  is  the  bot¬ 
tom-line  issue  in  South  Africa." 

In  commending  actions  taken  within 
the  9.2-million-member  church  to  use  the 
power  of  investments  to  oppose  apart¬ 
heid,  the  commission’s  statement  added: 

"It  appears  that  in  some  instances,  a 
concern  for  legal  and  fiduciary  responsi¬ 
bility  supersedes  our  affirmation  of  the 
God-given  dignity  of  our  black  and  Col¬ 
ored  (mixed-race)  sisters  and  brothers  in 
South  Africa." 

Other  business  at  the  commission's 
semiannual  meeting  Sept.  27  though  30 
included  a  request  that  the  commission’s 
officers  “initiate  dialogue"  with  the 
Revs.  Robert  L.  Wilson  and  William  H. 
Willimon,  professors  at  Duke  Divinity 
School  at  Durham,  N.C. 

The  two  recently  published  a  paper 
saying  that  the  denomination  in  reality 
is  seven  regional  churches  and  that  at¬ 
tention  in  recent  years  has  been  focused 
on  race,  language  and  gender  groups 


while  tending  to  ignore  regional  differ¬ 
ences. 

"The  suppositions  upon  which  this  . . . 
research'  paper  is  predicated  beg  for 
careful  analysis,’’  said  Barbara  R. 
Thompson,  the  Religion  and  Race  gener¬ 
al  secretary  in  her  report  to  the  direc¬ 
tors.  "The  diversity  which  we  celebrate 
appears  to  be  transformed  into  division 
which  the  authors  denigrate. 

"Sometimes  it  is  an  appropriate  strat¬ 
egy  to  ignore  a  nuisance  and  hope  it  will 
go  away.  But  our  love  for  this  church 
and  for  all  our  brothers  and  sisters  man¬ 
dates  that  we  diagnose  this  problem." 

The  denomination’s  Commission  on 


the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  earlier  in 
September  criticized  what  it  called  rac¬ 
ist  and  sexist  statements  in  the  paper. 

Mrs.  Thompson,  elected  earlier  this 
year  as  chief  staff  executive  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race,  was  in¬ 
stalled  formally  during  a  ceremony  in 
Rankin  Chapel  at  Howard  University, 
her  alma  mater. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  of  Seattle, 
commission  president,  said  during  an  in¬ 
stallation  homily  that  the  "evil  and  sin  of 
racism  still  lives  in  our  church  and  soci¬ 
ety." 

He  continued,  “We  have  the  potential 
of  bringing  about  change  for  the  good  of 
all  persons.” 


Unofficial  social-action  caucus 
urges  pension  board  to  divest 


climate  of  your  marketing  area. 

•Look  at  advertising  or  public-rela¬ 
tions  activities  of  the  "competition."  Is  it 
something  you  want  to  copy  or  make  jlr 
special  effort  to  be  different  from?  •** 
•Determine  what  your  church’s  pre< 
sent  "market  share"  is  in  the  communi¬ 
ty- 

•Establish  goals  and  objectives.  What 
is  the  most  important  thing  you  want 
your  advertising  or  public-relations  to 
accomplish?  If  there  is  more  than  one 
objective,  list  goals  in  order  of  impor¬ 
tance.  •;<* 

•Define  your  target  audience  and  bd*’ 
specific  in  demographic  terms  such  as*’ 
age,  income,  marital  status,  etc. 

Ms.  Baxter  said  a  small  committed’ 
should  represent  the  church  with  the  ad-' 
vertising  agency.  Otherwise,  valuable-' 
time  would  likely  be  spent  disagreeing  in-’ 
the  agency’s  office  over  concepts  and 
ideas.  .  *.■* 

Advertising  agencies  can  usually  buy  * 
large  blocks  of  time  for  several  custom*  ’ 
ers  and  thus  lower  "across  the  board"! * 
commercial  time  at  radio  and  television- 1 
stations,  she  said.  The  same  is  true  for 
outdoor  advertising  and  placing  con*  • 
tracts  with  printers  and  typesetters. 

Advertising  agencies  can  offer  “tricks!* 
of  the  trade"  that  churches  generally  * 
will  not  be  aware  of.  she  said.  An  exam*  • 
pie  was  how  her  company  might  buy 
time  for  six  solid  weeks  for  a  client  on., 
radio,  skip  two  weeks  and  then  buy  time 
every  other  week  for  some  time. 

“After  the  first  six  weeks,  their  mes-.. 
sage  is  established,  and  even  though  - 
some  time  has  lapsed  between  commer¬ 
cials,  the  general  public  will  remember 
it  immediately  and  assume  the  advertis¬ 
ing  has  been  constant,”  she  said. 


Christian  Booksellers  Convention 
accused  of  peddling  ‘Jesus  junk* 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)-The  annual 
Christian  Booksellers  Convention  "has 
-become  nothing  more  than  a  money¬ 
making  religious  flea  market  of  Jesus 
Junk"  and  should  be  discontinued,  says 
the  editor  of  a  West  Coast-based  evan¬ 
gelical  magazine  in  an  editorial  lashing 
out  at  the  Christian  Booksellers  Associa¬ 
tion. 

Writing  in  The  Wittenburg  Door,  a  bi¬ 
monthly  that  mixes  satire  and  serious 
commentary  about  evangelicalism,  edi¬ 
tor  Mike  Yaconelli  charged  that  the  CBA 
has  become  "an  embarrassment  to  all  of 
Christian  publishing.  " 

Creationism  and  materialism 
discussed  at  Nobel  conference 

ST  PETER.  Minn.  (RNS)-A  Nobel 


the  church  today 


laureate  in  medicine  denounced  creation 
science  and  rejected  the  warning  of  an 
ethicist-theologian  against  a  materialist 
view  of  life  at  the  11th  annual  Nobel 
Conference  at  Gustavus  Adolphus  Col¬ 
lege.  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Luther¬ 
an  Church  in  America. 

Dr.  Salvador  Luria,  who  received  a 
Nobel  Prize  in  1969  for  experiments  in 
genetic  engineering,  described  creation 
science  as  "the  propagation  of  the  belief 
that  the  words  of  Genesis  are  to  be  liter¬ 
ally  interpreted  in  the  place  of  geology 
and  biology  and  physics." 

But  Dr.  J  Robert  Nelson,  a  widely 
known  United  Methodist  ethicist  and 
theologian,  warned  in  his  lecture  that  a 
materialistic  view  of  life  common 
among  scientists  "is  at  least  as  perilous 
to  humanity  as  it  is  beneficial." 

In  a  panel  discussion  later.  Dr.  Luria 
said  Dr.  Nelson  had  gone  "as  far  as  he 


CLASSIFIED 

REACH  YOUR  GROWTH  POTENTIAL  with 
"Seven  Principles  of  Christian  Development." 
Send  (3  tor  booklet  to  ChrisUan  Development  In¬ 
stitute.  1601  Mimosa  Park  Rd.,  No.  157,  Dept  107, 
Tusacalooaa.  AL  35405 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  YOUTH / CHRISTIAN 
education  needed  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Deming.  NM  600-member  church.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable,  according  to  qualifications.  Position 
available  immediately  Send  resume  to  Steven  T 

NAVAJO  MISSION  ADMINISTRATOR -Ninety- 

Chappell.  Pastor,  1020  S  Granite.  Deming.  NM 
88030  | 

located  in  Farmington.  NM.  is  seeking  an  adminis¬ 
trator  to  plan,  direct  and  coordinate  relationships 
with  the  Navajo  Academy  (college  preparatory 
high  school  for  gifted  Navajo  students),  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  with  the  Navajo 
community;  responsibility  for  student  dorm  life. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

at  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe. 
LA  1,300  members  Salary  negotiable.  Position 
available  immediately  Send  resume  to  the  Rev. 

W  Dwight  Ramsey,  1901  Lexington,  Monroe,  LA 
71201 

chapel  and  spiritual  life  program.  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  resource  development,  farm  land  use.  social 
service  programs,  work  camp  and  volunteer  rela¬ 
tions.  and  supervision  of  property  maintenance 
and  improvement  and  personnel,  financial  man¬ 
agement  and  fund-raising  Applicants  are  required 
to  have  a  masters  degree  in  school  administration 
or  equivalent  college  degree,  minimum  of  two 

SAVE  TIME.  MONEY'  Please  anyone  with  the  gift 
of  laughter'  The  book  Even  the  Angels  Must 
Laugh  Sometimes.'  true  stories  of  humor  s  sneak 
attacks  on  worship  services,  is  a  proven  day 
brighlener  Already  in  its  2nd  big  printing,  it  is 
available  for  $4  75.  including  shipping,  from  Fern- 
dale  House.  Dept  B  Box  1029  Ferndale.  CA  95536. 

CA  residents  add  6'/  tax 

school  or  a  church  agency;  knowledge  of  Native 
American  and/or  Navajo  culture  and  history,  and 
be  able  to  effectively  communicate  the  Christian 
faith  Salary  is  negotiable,  and  benefits  are  good 
Interested  persons  should  send  a  resume  to  Na¬ 
tional  Division.  GBGM.  475  Riverside  Drive.  Room 

DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  CHRISTIAN  edu¬ 
cation  needed  for  4.200-member  church  with  large, 
active  church-school  program  Salary  negotiable. 
Position  open  Jan.  1  Send  resume  to  Dr  Kenneth 

R  Reed.  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church. 
10230  Mollylea,  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70815. 

325,  New  York  NY  10115 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Securi- 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  7 
Whooping  Crane.  Rockport,  TX  78382 

ty  and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most 
temperate  climates,  Northern  California.  Lake 
Part  Retirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apart¬ 
ments,  comprehensive  health  care,  delicious 
meals,  security,  companionship  and  much  more  A 
facility  of  Californla-Nevada  Methodist  Homes 

For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette  Speer.  Lake 
Park.  1850  Alice  St.,  Dept  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612 
(415)  835-5511 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists,  friends 
and  families;  It's  time  for  Affirmation  Write  P  O 
Box  1021,  Evanston.  IL  60204 

could  to  convince  me  to  give  up  the  ways 
of  a  .  materialist,  but  he  didn't  suc¬ 
ceed." 

Former  Methodist  congressman 
to  head  ‘separation’  group 

WASHINGTON-James  C.  Corman,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  and  20-year 
veteran  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives.  was  recently  elected  president  of 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State. 

Mr.  Corman  represented  the  San  Fer¬ 
nando  Valley  of  California  in  Congress 
from  1961  to  1981  and  spoke  out  strongly 
against  several  church-state  issues,  in¬ 
cluding  government-mandated  school 
prayer. 

Marines  charge  deception 
in  burial  service  for  fetuses 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)-U.S.  Marine 
Corps  officials  say  they  were  tricked 
into  providing  a  color  guard  for  a  burial 
service  for  the  remains  of  more  than 
16,000  aborted  fetuses. 

Maj.  Bill  Wood,  public  affairs  officer 
of  the  4th  Marine  Division,  said  the  Ma¬ 
rines'  participation  in  the  Oct.  6  burial 
service  in  a  Los  Angeles  cemetery  was 
not  deliberate.  The  Marines  were  in¬ 
formed  three  times  that  a  military  color 
guard  was  needed  for  burial  of  a  Viet¬ 
nam  combat  veteran,  he  said. 

When  the  officer  in  charge  arrived,  he 
found  “a  large  crowd  of  high-ranking  po¬ 
litical  figures  and  the  media,”  said  Maj. 
Wood.  "He  knew  he  was  not  supposed  to 
be  involved  but  decided  to  remain  and 
not  cause  a  scene."  A  eulogy  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  was  read  at  the  service. 

UM  pastor  outspoken  protester 
against  hospital  abortions 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)-As  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  began  its  fall  session,  the 
Rev.  St.  George  Crosse,  pastor  of  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  St.  Matthews  United 
Methodist  Church,  stood  outside  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital  in  Baltimore  as  an  out- 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
EVANSTON,  Ill.— “The  divestment 
train  is  pulling  out  of  the  station,  and  we 
want  you  to  be  on  it,”  the  Rev.  Marti  S. 
Zimmerman,  co-chairwoman  of  United 
Methodism’s  social-action  caucus,  told 
officials  of  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  Sept.  27. 

Ms.  Zimmerman  was  one  of  five  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  who  discussed  South 
African  investment  with  Gerald  K.  Hor- 
nung,  general  secretary  of  the  pension 
board,  and  other  representatives  of  the 


spoken  protester  of  abortions  performed 
daily  by  the  medical  center  and  made  le¬ 
gal  by  the  high  court  in  1973. 

Joined  by  more  than  100  members  of 
his  congregation,  Mr.  Crosse  was  among 
Protestant  pastors  in  many  cities  across 
the  country  who  took  part  in  a  nation¬ 
wide  protest  Oct.  5  against  hospitals  that 
perform  abortions. 

According  to  the  Washington-based 
Christian  Action  Council,  which  orga¬ 
nized  the  demonstrations,  2,000  pastors 
in  300  cities  joined  in  the  actions  aimed 
at  persuading  hospitals  to  stop  perform¬ 
ing  abortions. 

CBS-television  to  feature 
UM-related  food  projects 

BIG  ISLAND,  Va.— CBS  television  will 
air  a  half-hour  special  Nov.  24  on  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  St.  Andrew,  a  special  ministry 
related  to  the  United  Methodist  Virginia 
conference. 

The  program  will  be  devoted  to  the 
Potato  Project  and  the  Harvest  of  Hope, 
two  hunger  ministries  of  the  Society  of 
St.  Andrew.  Much  of  the  footage  was 
shot  in  July  when  44  high  schoolers  were 
responsible  for  salvaging  more  than 
70,000  pounds  of  potatoes  for  shipment  to 
food  banks  and.  from  there,  for  distribu¬ 
tion  to  poor  people.  Otherwise  the  pota¬ 
toes  would  have  been  left  in  the  fields  to 
rot. 

The  30-minute  segment  will  be  on  the 
CBS  program  For  These  Times. 

American  Lutherans  get 
first  woman  senior  pastor 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)-The  Rev.  June 
Nilssen,  53.  was  installed  Oct.  6  as  senior 
pastor  of  an  1.800-member  Lutheran 
congregation  in  Milwaukee  whose  staff 
includes  four  male  associate  pastors. 

Ms.  Nilssen.  ordained  in  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  will  lead  Ascension 
Lutheran  Church,  a  congregation  of  the 
American  Lutheran  Church  on  Milwau¬ 
kee's  south  side.  She  is  the  first  woman 
called  as  senior  pastor  for  an  American 
Lutheran  parish 


agency. 

The  unofficial  caucus  held  a  vigil  at 
the  agency.  Before  the  vigil  federation 
members  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
marched  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  to  the  United  Methodist  head¬ 
quarters  bearing  signs  reading:  "I  don’t 
want  to  retire  on  blood  money,”  IBM  — 
Partner  in  Apartheid"  and  "God’s  Time 
is  Now!  Divest!" 


A  new  dimension  in  church  stationery  Raised 
printing  that  looks  like  engraving  Beautiful1  Write 
lor  kit  showing  quality  type  laces  colors  and 

prices  As *  about  our  calling  card  service 


THE  CARING  MINISTRY 

A  proven  way  to  establish  and  main¬ 
tain  a  Caring  Ministry  in  your  church. 
For  more  information,  contact  Harold 
Travis  at  (713)  485-1466  or  P.  O. 
Box  96,  Pearland,  Texas  77588. 
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Hie  Potato  Project 

Society  of  St.  Andrew  gift  cards  allow  you 
to  give  a  unique  gift  in  honor  of  that  spe¬ 
cial  person  on  your  gift  list.  When  a  gift  of 
$10  or  more  is  given  to  the  Society  of  St 
Andrew,  an  original  card  will  be  sent  to  the 
individual  in  whose  honor  the  gift  has 
been  given  It's  a  perfect  way  to  share  the 
true  spirit  of  our  Lord's  birth  with  those 
you  love 

Send  Gilts  to  Society  of  St.  Andrew 
P.O.  Bo*  329  •  Big  Island,  VA  24526 

(We  are  a  United  Methodist  Advance  Special) 


Yours  Free! 


This  brochure  suggests  12  ways  to 
avoid  costly  errors  in  estate  plann¬ 
ing.  A  careful  reading  might  make  a 
big  difference  in  the  size  of  your 
estate. 

For  a  free  copy,  complete  and 
return  the  coupon  below. 


Name _ 

Address  _ 

City _ 

State _ 


.Zip  


The  National  Methodist  Foundation 
P.O.  Box  871 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 


GLORIETA 

Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  1 3  through 
April  14 

Ski  3  full  days  at  Santa  Fe  Ski 
Area  or  Sandia  Ski  Area  for 
$154.00  per  person.  Four 
nights'  lodging  lor  4  per 
room,  8  meals,  3  day  lilt 
ticket,  equipment  rental 
and  instructions,  if  de¬ 
sired.  A  cross-country 
ski  package  available 
Jan-Mar. 


Outstanding  Bible  study  provided  in  the 
evenings. 

MORE  INFORMATION  contact  Glorieta  Baptist 
Conference  Center,  Box  8.  Glorieta.  NM 
87535.(505)  757-6161. 

Not  available  December  24  &  25. 
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Value  volume  lists  18  UM  schools  } 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE -Eighteen  United  Methodist-related 
colleges  and  universities  have  earned  places  in  a  new 
directory  listing  the  best  values  in  college  education. 

Best  Buys  in  College  Education  by  Edward  B.  Fiske 
and  Joseph  M.  Michalak,  New  York  Times  education 
writers,  lists  221  four-year  colleges  that  the  authors 
think  offer  high-quality  education  at  below-average 
prices. 

The  Rev.  Julius  S.  Scott,  chief  executive  for  United 
Methodist  higher  education,  applauded  the  18  UM-re- 
lated  schools  listed  along  with  all  128  schools  related 
to  the  denomination. 

‘.‘It’s  good  to  note  our  schools  are  getting  this  kind  of 
recognition,”  Dr.  Scott  said.  "They  are  doing  an  out¬ 
standing  job,  not  only  academically  but  existentially. 
They  provide  a  caring,  concerned  environment  in 
which  people  are  nurtured.” 

Shopping  list  provided 

The  book  offers  an  alphabetical  listing,  including  tu¬ 
ition  costs,  special  programs,  degrees  offered,  and  en¬ 
rollment  of  schools  considered  among  the  best  buys  in 
college  education. 

Mr.  Michalak  told  United  Methodist  News  Service 
that  the  book  generally  is  a  guide  for  middle-income 
families  shopping  for  colleges. 

He  said  he  considers  the  schools  chosen  “a  pretty 
good  deal  for  the  price.”  He  explained.  “We’re  not  sug¬ 


gesting  that  each  of  these  schools  is  as  good  as  an  Ivy 
League  school,  but  we  are  saying  that  for  several 
thousand  dollars  less,  these  schools  have  good  faculty, 
facilities  and  programs." 

To  find  the  bargain  schools,  co-authors  did  a  prelim¬ 
inary  review  of  2,000  institutions  in  46  states.  They 
narrowed  the  list  to  450  public  and  private  colleges 
and  universities  and  then  polled  students,  faculty  and 
administrators  about  the  schools. 

The  criteria  for  top-flight  "bargain”  colleges  includ¬ 
ed: 

•  faculties  in  which  at  least  60  percent  of  the  teach¬ 
ers  have  earned  doctorates; 

•  overall  selectivity  in  admissions; 

•  good  alumni  acceptance  rate  in  graduate  schools; 

•  total  costs,  based  on  1984-85  figures,  below  the  na¬ 
tional  average  of  $9,500  for  private  colleges  and  $4,900 
for  public  schools. 

Black  schools  left  out 

The  book  omits  all  but  two  of  the  more  than  100  his¬ 
torically  black  colleges  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Scott  called  that  “regrettable.”  He  said  that  at 
least  three  or  four  of  the  12  historically  black  United 
Methodist  colleges  that  ‘‘are  doing  an  exemplary  job 
were  not  included.” 

“This  kind  of  oversight  points  out  the  need  for  in¬ 
cluding  blacks  and  other  consultants  who  are  familiar 


with  the  black  institutions  in  any  national  study.”  Dr. 
Scott  said.  “  Otherwise,  the  perspective  is  very  limit¬ 
ed.” 

Mr.  Michalak  admitted  the  omission  of  black  col¬ 
leges  was  one  problem  in  the  book.  But  he  claimed 
that  many  black  colleges  “Tack  the  financial  stability 
and  strong  faculties"  cited  at  other  schools  listed. 

Still,  he  said,  “We’ve  been  made  aware  of  several 
schools— including  black  colleges— which  probably 
should  have  been  included,  and  we'll  be  looking  at 
them  in  any  follow-up  book  we  do." 

18  institutions  listed 

The  United  Methodist-related  colleges  included  in 
the  study  are: 

Adrian  (Mich.)  College;  Albion  (Mich.)  College;  Al¬ 
bright  College,  Reading,  Pa.;  Birmingham-Southern 
College,  Birmingham,  Ala.;  Centenary  College  of  Loui¬ 
siana.  Shreveport,  La.;  Cornell  College,  Mount  Vernon, 
Iowa;  Davidson  (N.C.)  College; 

Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ark.;  Millsaps  College, 
Jackson,  Miss.;  Mount  Union  College,  Alliance,  Ohio; 
Nebraska  Wesleyan  University,  Lincoln;  North  Central 
College,  Naperville,  Ill.;  Ohio  Northern  University, 
Ada;  Randolph-Macon  College,  Ashland,  Va.;  South¬ 
western  University,  Georgetown,  Texas;  University  of 
Puget  Sound,  Tacoma,  Wash.;  Willamette  University, 
Salem,  Ore.;  and  Wofford  College,  Spartanburg,  S.C. 


Right  habits? 


Critics  say  actions  of  Nobel  winner  hurt  women,  social  activists 


By  JIM  CASTELLI 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-Mother  Teresa  of 
Calcutta,  the  1979  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
winner  revered  for  her  commitment  to 
ser.ying  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  is  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  growing  underground  rumblings 
that  she  is  being  used— willingly  or  un¬ 
willingly— to  undermine  progressive 
women  and  social  activists  within  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

•But  the  75-year-old  nun  remains,  in  the 
words  of  one  priest,  “an  untouchable 
symbol.”  Even  Roman  Catholics  who  do 
not  hestitate  to  criticize  Pope  John  Paul 
II  in  public  shy  away  from  talking  about 
Mother  Teresa  on  the  record. 

-Mother  Teresa’s  defenders  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  the  head  of  the  Missionaries  of 
Charity  is  traditional.  But  they  argue 
that  she  is  not  responsible  for  what  oth¬ 
ers,  on  the  left  or  the  right,  say  about 
her. 

Appearances  cause  concern 

The  major  cause  for  concern  was 
Mother  Teresa’s  appearance  June  18  at  a 
conference  on  "Women:  The  Hope  of  the 
World,”  sponsored  by  the  conservative 
National  Catholic  Coalition,  which  has 
ties  to  Phyllis  Schlafly. 

Mother  Teresa  has  also  appeared  be¬ 
fore  other  conservative  groups  like  the 
American  Family  Institute,  which  has 
ties  to  Sen.  Jesse  Helms,  R-N.C. 

Speakers  at  the  June  conference  em¬ 
phasized  passive  roles  for  women.  Mrs. 
Schlafly  said  that  feminism  “encourages 
women  to  rank  their  own  self-fulfillment 
above  every  other  value,  including  the 
personal  care  of  their  own  children.  " 

.In  contrast,  she  said,  “The  big  major¬ 
ity  of  Catholics  in  our  nation  share  . .  . 
fundamental  pro-family  values.  That’s 
the  reason  the  two  most  admired  Catho¬ 
lics  of  the  ’80s  are  Pope  John  Paul  II  and 
Mother  Teresa.” 

*  Several  Roman  Catholic  sources  have 
charged  that  the  person  who  sets  Mother 
Teresa’s  U.S.  schedule  — the  regional 
representative  of  her  Missionaries  of 


Mother  Teresa 

Charity  in  the  Bronx,  Sister  Priscilla  — 
has  close  ties  to  conservative  Catholics 
like  Mrs.  Schlafly.  That  allegedly  influ¬ 
ences  the  activities  included. 

Sister  Priscilla  is  out  of  the  country. 
But  another  nun  at  her  office,  Sister  Do- 
minga,  said  that  /Mother  Teresa  picks 
through  speaking  invitations  put  before 
her  by  Sister  Priscilla  and  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  decides  which  invitations  will  be 
accepted. 

Still  one  American  close  to  Mother  Te¬ 
resa  said  the  nun’s  appearances  before 
conservative  groups  “are  becoming  a 
matter  of  question  among  Catholics.” 
The  source  said  Roman  Catholics  want 
to  know  "Is  this  what  Mother  Teresa 
stands  for?” 

Letter  draws  fire 

A  number  of  nuns  are  also  concerned 
about  comments  Mother  Teresa  made  in 
a  letter  to  Archbishop  John  Quinn  of  San 
Francisco,  head  of  a  Vatican-ordered 
study  of  religious  orders  in  the  United 
States. 

"There  has  been  such  disturbance  in 
the  religious  life  of  sisters,  all  due  to 
misguided  advice  and  zeal,”  Mother  Te¬ 
resa  said  in  the  letter,  which  was  distrib¬ 


uted  to  all  U.S.  bishops. 

A  third  area  of  concern  involves  the 
tension  between  charity  and  justice. 
Some,  such  as  the  liberal  National  Coali¬ 
tion  of  American  Nuns,  say  that  Mother 
Teresa  offers  a  dramatic  example  of 
charity.  But  she  does  not  see  the  need  for 
structural  change  in  society. 

As  a  result,  critics  say,  conservatives 
« are  setting  her  up  as  a  model  for  every¬ 
one  to  follow  at  the  expense  of  work  for 
structural  change. 

Similar  criticisms  were  made  in  an 
article  several  years  ago  in  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Century.  Linda-Marie  Delloff,  man¬ 
aging  editor  of  the  magazine,  said  the 
most  mail  the  Century  has  received  dur¬ 
ing  her  time  there  was  criticism  of  the 
article.  It  faulted  Mother  Teresa  for  not 
dealing  with  structural  change. 

An  upcoming  issue  of  the  magazine 
will  carry  a  new  article  praising  Mother 
Teresa,  Ms.  Delloff  said. 

Others  have  set  Mother  Teresa  up  as 
the  only  acceptable  model  for  social  ac¬ 
tion.  For  example,  the  Rev.  Richard 
John  Neuhaus,  a  neoconservative  Lu¬ 
theran  pastor  and  writer,  has  argued 
that  “the  Catholic  Church  is  better 
served  by  Mother  Teresa  than  by  Er¬ 
nesto  Cardenal,"  a  priest  who  is  part  of 
the  Sandinista  government. 

In  1984  an  unsigned  document  distrib¬ 
uted  and  widely  believed  to  have  been 
written  by  Thomas  Pauken,  then  direc¬ 
tor  of  ACTION,  the  federal  agency  coor¬ 
dinating  volunteer  programs,  attacked 
the  Campaign  for  Human  Development, 
the  U.S.  bishops’  anti-poverty  program, 
for  funding  community  organizations. 
The  document  argued  that  church  money 
should  instead  be  given  to  people  like 
Mother  Teresa. 

Critics  attacked 

One  person  who  has  gone  public  with 
concerns  about  Mother  Teresa  is  Sister 
Camille  D'Arienzo,  associate  professor 
of  communications  at  Brooklyn  College 
and  a  columnist  for  the  Tablet.  Brook¬ 
lyn’s  diocesan  newspaper.  Several  years 


History  of  Hymns 

Verse  fits  tune  written  50  years  before 


l  God  himself  is  with  us: 

•  Let  us  now  adore  him. 

•  And  with  awe  appear  before 

'  him. 

",  God  is  in  his  temple, 

*,  All  within  keep  silence. 

.*  And  before  him  bow  with 

•  reverence. 

;  Him  alone. 

I  God  we  own ; 

To  our  Lord  and  Savior 

1  Praises  sing  forever. 

I  By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

!  Gerhard  Tersteegen  wrote  this  Ger- 
nian  hymn  in  1729  when  he  was  32. 

'His  father,  a  merchant,  had  died  when 
h£  was  6,  and  the  family  financial  situa- 
tibn  would  not  afford  him  a  university 
education. 

'Following  his  conversion  at  age  16,  he 
spent  whole  days  and  nights  in  fasting 
and  prayer.  He  permitted  himself  one 
mbager  meal  a  day,  and  the  money  he 
saved  was  given  to  the  poor. 

He  was  drawn  into  himself,  and  the 
world  outside  with  its  noise  and  com¬ 
mercial  activity  repelled  him. 

For  five  years  he  experienced  deep 


spiritual  depression,  but  an  experience 
of  grace  in  1724  brought  him  peace  and 
light.  He  made  a  new  covenant  with  God 
and  signed  it  with  his  own  blood. 

From  this  time  to  the  end  of  his  life,  he 
devoted  his  energies  to  religious  work 
and  literary  activities. 

He  provided  for  his  physical  needs  by 
making  and  selling  silk  ribbons.  At  his 
loom  he  worked  10  hours  each  day,  then 
prayed  for  two  hours.  That  was  followed 
by  two  hours  writing  and  discussing  spir¬ 
itual  matters  with  friends. 

While  he  lived  apart  from  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  Germany,  Tersteegen 
made  no  effort  to  set  up  a  new  sect.  He 
simply  lived  the  quiet  life  of  a  celibate 
and  ascetic. 

Tersteegen  published  a  collection  of 
hymns  in  1729,  in  which  this  hymn  ap¬ 
peared.  God  Himself  Is  With  Vs  was 
written  to  fit  a  tune  by  Joachim  Neander 
that  had  appeared  almost  50  years  earli¬ 
er. 

The  hymn  with  Neander’s  tune  ap¬ 
pears  in  many  hymnals  in  our  day  and  is 
a  reminder  of  a  devout  Christian  who  ex¬ 
pressed  earnestly  his  worship  in  these 
stanzas. 


He  and  the  friends  who  joined  him  at  this 
humble  cottage  in  spirit  and  practice  were 
called  by  their  neighbors  “Die  Stillen  im 
Lande"  (the  quiet  folk  of  the  land), 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"7  Will  Sing  of  My  Redeemer'' 


ago,  she  responded  to  a  New  York  Daily 
News  reporter  asking  questions  about 
Mother  Teresa. 

“I  said  I  was  concerned,”  Sister  D’Ar- 
ienzo  recalled,  “that  she  was  doing  a  dis¬ 
service  to  sisters  everywhere  by  letting 
the  media  and  some  factions  of  the  male 
clerical  church  use  her  as  a  model  for  all 
sisters.  I  have  no  quarrel  with  what  she’s 
doing,  but  we  also  need  people  at  the  top 
changing  the  situation.” 

After  the  article  appeared  and  was 
carried  by  wire  services,  Sister  D’Ar- 
ienzo  said,  she  was  criticized  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  diocesan  newspapers  and  received 
hundreds  of  letters,  many  telling  her 
“you  deserve  to  burn  in  hell." 

She  has  concluded  that  "some  people 
are  too  protective  of  a  heroine  to  hear 
any  criticism  of  her.” 

Mother  Teresa  still  has  her  defenders. 
Homer  Jack,  secretary  of  the  World  Con¬ 
ference  on  Religion  and  Peace,  wrote  to 
The  Christian  Century  arguing  that 
Mother  Teresa,  like  Albert  Schweitzer,  is 
criticized  for  not  doing  something  she 
never  set  out  to  do. 

Attitude  explained 

In  Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta:  A  Biog¬ 
raphy.  the  Rev.  Edward  Le  Jolly,  a  Jesu¬ 
it  who  is  Mother  Teresa’s  spiritual 
adviser,  said: 

“The  Missionaries  of  Charity  try  to 
change  the  hearts  of  people,  as  did  John 
the  Baptist:  the  hearts  of  those  in  power 
and  of  the  rich,  by  their  example,  their 
pleadings,  their  prayers.  The  political 
systems,  the  social  structures  are  not 
their  concern.  They  leave  these  matters 
to  those  able  to  speak  with  wisdom  and 
competence  on  the  matter  of  govern¬ 
ment.  But  they  remind  those  in  power  of 
the  dignity  and  rights  of  the  poor.” 

In  another  biography,  Such  a  Vision  of 
the  Street:  Mother  Teresa — The  Spirit 
and  the  Work,  Eileen  Egan,  a  long-time 
co-worker  of  Mother  Teresa  and  founder 
of  the  U.S.  branch  of  Pax  Christi,  an  in¬ 
ternational  Catholic  peace  organization, 
offered  this  anecdote: 

“In  many  interviews,  she  alluded  to 
the  matter  of  giving  fish  to  the  poor  to 
eat  in  contrast  to  giving  them  a  fishing 
rod  so  that  they  could  feed  themselves. 
Her  reply  was,  ‘Our  people,  so  many 
can’t  stand.  They  are  hungry,  or  they  are 
diseased  and  disabled.  Still  less  are  they 
able  to  hold  the  rod.  What  I  do,  I  give 
them  the  fish  to  eat,  and  when  they  are 
strong  enough,  we’ll  hand  them  over  to 
you,  and  you  give  them  the  rod  to  catch 
the  fish.’  ” 
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Fast  protests  South  African  apartheid 
CAPETOWN,  South  Africa — Roman  Bishop  Charles  Albertyn  (left)  joins 
Dr.  Ivan  Toms  on  the  steps  of  St.  George’s  Cathedral.  Dr.  Toms  fasted  at  the 
Anglican  church  from  Sept.  23  to  Oct.  7  to  protest  racial  injustice  and  mili¬ 
tary  conscription  in  South  Africa.  Bishop  Albertyn  attended  an  Oct.  3  inter¬ 
denominational  service  at  the  church  about  these  issues. 

Dear  Deborah 

Smokers-aid  organization 
helps  kick  cigarette  habit 


Dear  Deborah: 

Relative  to  your  column  on  "He  Won’t 
Quit  Smoking,  "  I  am  forwarding  a  clip¬ 
ping  from  today’s  local  paper. 

I  believe  the  organization  described  in 
the  clipping  may  be  of  invaluable  help  to 
one  who  can’t  quit  smoking!  As  you  will 
see,  the  clipping  describes  "Smokers 
Anonymous,"  a  new  organization  that  in 
this  area  is  being  aided  by  local 
churches. 

Ralph  T. 

Dear  Ralph: 

I  had  not  heard  of  this  group  or¬ 
ganized  along  the  same  lines  as  Al¬ 
coholics  Anonymous.  As  the  author 
of  the  article  suggests.  AA  meetings 
have  often  been  held  in  smoke-filled 
rooms  as  heavy  drinkers,  trying  to 
refrain  from  alcohol,  reach  for  a  cig¬ 
arette  instead. 

1  congratulate  your  church  and 
others  in  your  area  for  playing  host 
to  and  encouraging  such  groups  to 
form  and  meet  on  the  premises. 

Isn't  it  sad  that  so  many  who  were 
alcohol  dependent  are  enslaved  to 
tobacco,  which  is  simply  one  other 
way  to  shorten  one's  life  span ? 

See  your  yellow  pages  for  this  or¬ 
ganization.  or  contact  AA  for  infor¬ 
mation  about  it. 


12  church  and  community  workers 
start  assignments  in  variety  of  jobs 


Dear  Deborah: 

A  woman  in  our  church  corners  me  ev¬ 
ery  time  she  sees  me  to  unload  her  prob¬ 
lems  (of  which  there  are  a  great  many) 
to  the  point  that  I  have  missed  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  the  program  of  our 
woman's  group. 

Now.  one  side  of  me  says  that  listening 
is  part  of  why  I  am  there  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian— to  be  a  caring  person  and  help 
those  with  special  needs.  The  other  side 
of  me  says  she  is  being  a  nuisance  and  I 
should  tell  her  so. 

Where  is  the  answer? 

M.S. 

Dear  M.S.: 

You  are  in  a  bad  situation.  1  think 
you  can  find  a  middle  ground  solu¬ 
tion. 

When  next  she  approaches  you, 
tell  her  at  once  that  you  have  only  a 
minute  to  talk  (or  listen),  then  break 
away  when  that  time  is  up.  Only  a 
most  insensitive  person  or  one  who 
is  in  need  of  professional  help  would 
fail  to  catch  on  in  time. 

Let  her  draw  her  own  conclusions. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL"  P  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 


Panel  eyes  church’s  future  role 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON.  Ohio -The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  role  in  building  the  21st  cen¬ 
tury  was  a  major  focus  Oct.  3  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries’  Advisory 
Cbmmittee  on  Futures. 

The  committee  developed  ideas  for  a 
proposed  study  of  "The  Church  for  the 
21$t  Century." 

'5juch  a  study  is  needed,  committee 
ruejnbers  said,  to: 

;>help  the  United  Methodist  Church 
bebome  alert  to  the  developing  issues; 

"attain  leadership  in  society  to  affect 
emerging  trends; 

•aid  church  members  in  confronting 
the  future; 

•secure  a  commitment  to  action  by 
United  Methodists: 


•  energize  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  serve  as  a  catalyst  in  building 
the  21st  century. 

The  committee  determined  that  a  pro¬ 
posed  process  to  help  local  churches 
should  go  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  proposal  would  include  re¬ 
ports,  models  and  media  resources. 

Thomas  Sine.  Seattle.  Wash.,  a  teach¬ 
er.  author  and  consultant  on  the  future, 
told  the  committee  that  the  internal 
trends  of  declining  numbers  and 
"graying  membership"  have  as  much 
impact  on  what  the  church  can  do  to 
minister  in  the  world  as  do  the  external 
factors  of  the  church's  environment. 

Dr.  Sine  called  for  the  creation  of 
demonstration  churches  to  serve  as  pat¬ 
terns  of  ministry  for  their  congregations. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK -Richard  will  be  doing 
housing  rehabilitation  in  rural  North 
Carolina. 

Sandy  left  a  bank  job  to  work  for  the 
church  in  a  rural  parish  30  miles  from 
the  Canadian  border. 

Dwaine  will  encourage  Missouri 
churches  to  do  prison  ministry. 

Claire,  a  minister’s  wife,  discovered 
she  could  do  full-time  mission  outreach 
in  her  own  hometown. 

These  are  four  of  the  12  new  church 
and  community  workers  hired  by  the  na¬ 
tional  mission  arm  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  The  12  constitute 
the  largest  number  of  such  workers 
hired  in  many  years,  said  Betty  Purkey, 
executive  secretary  in  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion. 

Church  and  community  workers  do  a 
wide  variety  of  jobs,  Ms.  Purkey  said. 
The  work  ranges  from  service  to  de¬ 
prived  people  and  advocacy  on  their  be¬ 
half  to  strengthening  small  churches 
through  leadership  development,  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  community  outreach. 

Men,  women  answer  call 

Nine  of  the  new  workers  are  women. 
Three  are  men. 

Some  have  worked  as  volunteers  in 
community  projects  and  now  move  into 
paid  positions.  Others  have  done  Chris¬ 
tian  education  for  years  and  find  they 
are  needed  by  cooperative  parishes  link¬ 
ing  several  small  churches. 


At  least  two  women  are  embarking  on 
new  midlife  careers. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Connelly  and  his 
wife,  Brenda,  have  just  moved  from  Mis¬ 
souri  to  Lumberton,  N.C.,  where  she  is 
executive  director  of  the  Robeson  Coun¬ 
ty  Church  and  Community  Center. 

Mr.  Connelly,  a  local  pastor  on  volun¬ 
tary  location  from  the  Missouri  East  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  will  do  housing 
rehabilitation  from  the  center  and  assist 
in  community  development  with  two  Na¬ 
tive  American  communities  in  South 
Carolina. 

The  Connellys  are  the  first  married 
couple  employed  as  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  workers. 

Secular  job  ‘dissatisfying' 

When  Sandy  Welke,  a  Nebraskan,  be¬ 
came  dissatisfied  with  her  bank  job,  her 
minister  put  her  in  touch  with  a  Nebras¬ 
ka  church  and  community  worker.  The 
latter  encouraged  Sandy  to  finish  college 
and  do  an  internship  in  church  and  com¬ 
munity  work. 

Now  she’s  going  to  God’s  Country  Co¬ 
operative  Parish  in  the  Marquette  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Minnesota. 

Dwaine  Morgan,  a  layman  who  direct¬ 
ed  Christian  education  for  churches  in 
Kansas  and  Arkansas,  felt  called  to  mis¬ 
sion.  With  the  encouragement  of  his  pas¬ 
tor.  he's  gone  to  the  Office  of  Creative 
Ministries  in  Columbia,  Mo.  He’ll  work 
with  churches  statewide  on  prison  minis¬ 
try  and  other  issues. 


Claire  J.  Lovelace,  whose  husband  is  a 
pastor  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  had  always 
assumed  she  couldn’t  be  a  church  and 
community  worker  because  her  husband 
was  a  minister. 

However,  she  felt  she  had  a  call  to 
full-time  mission.  When  a  position  in  the 
Knoxville  Cooperative  Parish  became 
vacant,  she  agreed  to  do  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  with  these  small-membership 
churches  and  to  help  them  do  outreach  in 
low-income  neighborhoods 
Henry  Grizzle  is  going  from  Virginia 
to  Oregon  to  work  with  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  the  Klamath  Basin  Cooperative 
Ministry. 

Jocelyn  Roper,  a  community  develop¬ 
er  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  is  going  to  the 
staff  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Re¬ 
newal  in  Dayton. 

Carlene  Triplett,  a  deaconess  from 
Bennettsville,  S.C..  will  be  working  with 
a  cluster  of  small,  rural,  black  churches 
in  the  Cheraw  Area  Group  Ministry 
Kathryn  L.  Mitchem.  a  church  and 
community  worker  who  does  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  recruitment,  said  she  publicized 
the  program's  needs  in  mission  satura¬ 
tion  events,  through  campus  ministers, 
in  a  mass  mailing  to  district  mission  sec¬ 
retaries  and  in  a  message  to  the  Nation¬ 
al  Christian  Education  Fellowship  The 
record  enrollment  was  the  result 
Of  the  eight  positions  still  vacant.  Ms 
Purkey  said,  three  are  in  rural  settings, 
two  in  urban  areas  and  three  in  special¬ 
ized  ministries. 


Birth-control  effort 
in  school  divides 
religious  leaders 

From  Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO— A  program  that  pro¬ 
vides  pills  and  other  birth-control 
devices  to  students  at  a  public  high 
school  has  divided  religious  leaders 
in  Chicago. 

The  program  at  Du  Sable  High 
School  is  the  first  birth-control  pro¬ 
gram  in  a  Chicago  school.  It  has 
been  picketed  by  the  Pro-Life  Ac¬ 
tion  League  and  Moral  Majority 

Those  groups  regard  the  effort  as 
'  giving  promiscuity  an  implicit 
stamp  of  approval.” 

The  program  has  been  criticized 
by  Roman  Catholic  Cardinal  Joseph 
Bernardin  "There  is  good  reason  to 
doubt  that  more  and  better  contra¬ 
ceptive  information  and  services 
will  make  major  inroads  in  the 
number  of  teen-age  pregnancies," 
he  said. 

In  contrast,  the  program  is  being 
supported  by  the  Rev.  William  A. 
Johnson,  a  Baptist  minister. 

At  that  time,  he  said,  the  birth 
rate  in  the  school  was  70  births  per 
1,000  female  students,  but  it  is  now 
26  per  thousand 

Officials  of  the  Du  Sable  school 
said  no  parents  had  registered  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  birth-control  pro¬ 
gram.  Some  students  have 
reportedly  said  their  parents  en¬ 
couraged  them  to  get  the  birth-con¬ 
trol  materials. 
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From  The  Executive  Director: 


Editor’s  Note:  The  following  two  articles  on  planned  giving  opportunities  were  prepared  by  members  of  the  newly 
formed  MCH  Development  Task  Force.  We  thank  them  for  their  valuable  contribution  to  our  program. 


TERREL  J.  DEVILLE 

I  would  like  to  discuss  a  problem 
which  currently  exists  in  child  care  pro¬ 
grams  in  Louisiana  and  perhaps  other 
area  as  well.  Naturally  we  are  affected 
by  this  problem. 

Child  care  is  in  a  financial  squeeze. 
The  ones  who  feel  this  squeeze  the  most 
are  the  children.  As  I  write  this,  I  am  re¬ 
minded  that  last  week  I  had  to  turn  down 
appeals  on  10  children.  Why?  Because  we 
were  full.  What  is  worse  is  that  I  had  no 
place  to  refer  them. 

The  temporary  (I  trust  it  is  tempo¬ 
rary)  slack  in  financial  support  of  child 
care  facilities  is  due  to  three  primary 
factors.  First  there  has  been  a  cutback  in 
public  money  available  through  state 
and  federal  programs.  In  addition  there 
are  changes  currently  being  made  in  the 
tax  laws  which  tend  to  make  charitable 
giving  less  attractive.  And  finally,  the 
wonderful  outpouring  of  financial  sup¬ 
port  to  recent  world  hunger  appeals  has 
decreased  the  flow  of  support  to  local 
charitable  causes.  The  first  two  reasons 
are  regrettable.  The  third  reason  is  one 
in  which  I  am  proud  of  our  Methodist 
people  for  their  response  to  global  needs. 
Nevertheless,  there  is  a  shortage  of 
funds  available  for  child  care  programs. 

We  at  MCH  are  caught  in  a  bind  of  be¬ 
ing  asked  to  serve  children  who  cannot 
be  served  by  other  agencies  because  of 
lack  of  funds,  while  at  the  same  time,  we 
are  finding  less  money  available  to  serve 
those  children  who  are  already  in  our 
program.  This  is  a  most  uncomfortable 
position  to  find  ourselves  in  since  we 
clearly  see  so  many  children  in  need  of 
services.  Since  January  l,  1985  we  have 
had  well  over  200  referrals.  Fortunately, 
we  have  been  able  to  serve  100  of  these 
children,  many  of  them  being  served  in 
emergency  care. 

What  can  we  do  to  serve  the  others? 
We  at  MCH  are  proposing  to  our  Board 
of  Directors  to  allow  us  to  increase  our 
total  capacity  by  eight  children.  We  are 
also  proposing  to  make  changes  in  our 


program  which  would  intensify  our  ser¬ 
vices  to  those  youth  in  residential  care, 
thereby  allowing  us  to  serve  them  in  a 
shorter  length  of  time.  We  are  also  pro¬ 
posing  to  increase  our  services  in  areas 
where  cost  is  less  such  as  foster  care  and 
outreach  family  counseling. 

What  can  you  do  to  help?  Please  assist 
us  by  staying  aware  of  the  child  care  sit¬ 
uation  and  our  financial  needs.  Besides 
supporting  us  financially,  talk  us  up  in 
your  local  church  and  community.  Edu¬ 
cate  your  friends  as  to  the  needs  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth. 

You  can  also  help  by  considering  tak¬ 
ing  a  child  into  your  home  through  foster 
care.  One  of  the  district  superintendents 
of  our  church  recently  opened  his  home 
to  a  child.  He  and  his  wife  are  parents 
once  again  after  rearing  four  of  their 
own  children.  If  you  can’t  serve  as  a  fos¬ 
ter  parent  perhaps  you  know  someone 
who  could.  Tell  them  about  us. 

Thank  you  for  your  financial  support, 
as  well  as  your  prayers.  Together  we 
will  continue  to  meet  the  needs  of  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  families. 


Wilburn  Named  New 


Life  Insurance: 

A  Great  Way  To  Give 


By:  ROY  WINDSOR  AND 
HOLLIS  DOWNS 

A  gift  of  life  insurance  to  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  may  ac¬ 
complish  more  than  just  a  donation  of 
money.  The  unique  property  of  life  insur¬ 
ance  is  that  it  usually  pays  much  more  to 
the  beneficiary  than  the  amount  paid  in. 
This  property,  the  ability  to  make  a  larg¬ 
er  gift  than  may  otherwise  be  feasible, 
combined  with  Federal  Tax  Deductions, 
makes  life  insurance  a  very  attractive 
charitable  gifting  method. 

Life  insurance  policies  gifted  may  be 
either  existing  life  insurance  policies  no 
longer  need  for  other  purposes  or  a  new 
policy.  An  existing  policy  may  be  gifted 
outright  for  its  present  value,  or  premi¬ 
ums  continued  to  increase  the  ultimate 


value.  A  new  policy  may  be  gifted  and 
premiums  continued  in  the  future  or,  a 
single  premium  sufficient  to  sustain  the 
policy  for  life  may  be  used.  Whether  an 
old  or  new  policy  is  gifted,  Federal  Tax 
Deductions  are  allowable  for  the  value 
of  the  gift. 

In  recent  years,  life  insurance  policies 
have  changed  dramatically.  Today’s  pol¬ 
icies  provide  far  greater  benefit  for  less¬ 
er  premium  dollars.  These  policies 
feature  attractive  interest  rates  and  are 
far  more  flexible  than  older  forms  of  life 
insurance. 

Life  insurance;  A  great  way  to  give. 
Please  call  your  agent  for  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  many  advantages  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  and  to 
you. 


For  more  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  and/or  contributions; 
please  contact: 


Terrel  J.  Deville 
900  S.  Vienna 
P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  La.  71273-0929 
Phone:  (318)  255-5020 
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Income  Tax  and 
Charitable  Giving 


By:  DON  McGEHEE,  CPA 

The  authors  of  the  Federal  Income 
Tax  laws  have  carefully  provided  tax 
deductions  for  philanthropy  so  that  more 
persons  will  be  encouraged  to  make  all 
types  and  amounts  of  gifts  to  charitable 
child  caring  agencies  and  other  qualified 
programs. 

If  these  contributions  were  not  made, 
government  would  have  to  get  additional 
revenue  from  taxation  to  fund  the  expen¬ 
ditures  for  public  purposes  which  volun¬ 
tary  contributions  now  make  possible. 

Presently,  both  individuals  and  corpo¬ 
rations  can  obtain  tax  deductions  for 
gifts  to  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 
An  individual  can  deduct  contributions 
up  to  50%  of  his  adjusted  gross  income, 
and  a  corporation  10%  of  its  taxable  in¬ 
come. 

If,  in  a  particular  year,  either  has  rea¬ 
son  to  give  an  amount  exceeding  its  cur¬ 
rent  deductable  limits,  the  excess  can  be 
carried  over  into  the  following  years  for 
deducting  there. 

Gifts,  whether  large  or  modest,  war¬ 
rant  careful  thought  and  planning.  In 
most  instances  their  nature  and  extent 
should  be  determined  in  the  light  of  the 
individual’s  over-all  estate,  i.e.,  in  an  or¬ 
derly  program  to  insure  that  the  fruits  of 
one’s  labors  are  maintained  and  utilized 
for  benevolent  purposes  in  accordance 
with  the  interest  and  desires  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  concerned. 

Gifts  During  Lifetime 

A  person  interested  in  helping  children 
may  find  it  practical  and  economical  to 
give  some  of  his  property  to  his  family 
and  to  a  fully  qualified  charitable  agen¬ 
cy,  like  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
while  he  is  living  so  that  his  estate  will 
be  smaller,  and  so  that  he  can  enjoy  the 
tax  benefits  of  the  gifts  whle  he  is  living. 
He  can  arrange  certain  gifts  now,  but  re¬ 


tain  the  use  of  his  gift  (a  residence,  for 
instance)  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Gifts  made  by  will  are  known  as  testa¬ 
mentary  gifts.  Such  gifts  are  distin¬ 
guished  from  gifts  made  during  the  life 
of  a  donor,  usually  referred  to  as  inter 
vivos  gifts.  Gifts  made  by  will  to  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  are  deduct¬ 
ible  in  determining  the  taxable  estate. 
The  deduction  for  estate  tax  purposes 
for  testamentary  gifts  to  the  Home  is  un¬ 
limited.  Thus,  the  deduction  for  such  a 
gift  to  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
coupled  with  other  deductions  and  the 
exemption  allowed  by  the  estate  tax  law, 
may  leave  no  estate  to  be  taxed. 

In  many  instances  a  person  will  want 
to  provide  adequately  for  another  indi¬ 
vidual  during  the  lifetime  of  the  other  in¬ 
dividual,  and  at  his  death  to  have  the 
remainder  of  the  assets  of  the  estate  go 
to  the  Methodist  Children’s  home.  This 
may  be  accomplished  in  your  will  by 
providing  that  all  or  part  of  your  estate 
will  go  to  a  Trustee  to  pay  the  income 
from  the  trust  property  to  the  particular 
individual  during  his  lifetime,  and  at  his 
death  to  pay  over  the  trust  property  to 
the  home.  In  this  manner,  only  the  value 
of  the  life  income  interest  of  the  particu¬ 
lar  individual  is  subject  to  estate  tax. 
The  value  of  the  remainder  interest 
(which  will  go  to  the  home  at  the  individ¬ 
ual’s  death)  is  not  subject  to  estate  taxes 
in  your  estate. 

If  your  estate  consists  of  a  substantial 
amount  of  property  for  which  there  is  no 
ready  market,  it  may  have  to  be  dis^ 
posed  of  at  a  sacrifice  in  price  in  order 
to  pay  estate  taxes.  By  leaving  such 
property  to  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  its  value  will  be  deductible  in  cal¬ 
culating  estate  taxes,  thus  reducing  es¬ 
tate  taxes  and  preventing  the  problem  of 
insufficient  cash  with  which  to  pay  es¬ 
tate  taxes  at  your  death. 


Oklahoma  Administrator 


School  Year  Opens  In  New  Facility 


The  1985-86  school  year  has  begun,  and 
half  of  the  MCH  residents  have  a  new 
school  home.  Approximately  35  children 
and  youth  are  attending  classes  in  How¬ 
ard  Education  Center  on  the  MCH  cam¬ 
pus  this  fall. 

The  new  facility  which  was  dedicated 
September  1,  provides  classes  for  stu¬ 
dents  whose  educational  needs  are  better 
served  in  a  small  highly  supervised 
classroom  setting  instead  of  larger 
classes  in  the  local  schools.  About  one 
half  of  the  junior  high  and  senior  high 
students  are  attending  the  specially 
structured  classes.  In  addition,  there  is 
one  elementary  class,  as  well  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  class  for  students  in  the  evaluation 
and  emergency  shelter  programs. 

The  center  is  named  for  the  late  Lo- 
raine  Nobles  Howard,  a  local  business¬ 
woman  and  friend  of  Methodist 
Children’s  Home.  The  facility  was  con¬ 
structed  with  funds  earned  by  a  large  be¬ 
quest  left  to  MCH  in  her  will.  The 
building  contains  six  classrooms,  two  of 
which  can  function  as  self-contained 
classes,  as  well  as  a  large  library  and  of¬ 
fice  space.  The  facility  is  located  on 
White  Street  and  is  immediately  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  Holt  Activities  Center.  The 
cafeteria  and  gymnasium  in  the  activi¬ 
ties  center  are  used  by  the  educational 
program  on  a  daily  basis. 


For  the  last  three  years  Evelyn  has 
been  the  MCH  Coordinator  of  Education¬ 
al  services.  She  holds  a  master’s  degree  in 
elementary  education  and  is  a  certified 
school  librarian.  Evelyn's  most  recent 
task  at  MCH  was  establishing  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  Howard  Education  Center 
which  began  operation  this  September. 

Gary  received  his  B.A.  degree  from 
Louisiana  Tech  and  has  attended  numer¬ 
ous  continuing  education  workshops  in 
the  field  of  child  care.  He  was  recently 
consecrated  as  a  certified  lay  speaker 
for  the  Grace  Church  in  Ruston.  Gary  is 
an  avid  genealogist  and  recently  served 
as  president  of  the  North  Louisiana  Ge- 


Shown  above,  Mr.  Terrell  Deville,  Executive  Director,  presents  gifts  to  the  new 
Oklahoma  Administrator  and  his  wife,  Gary  and  Evelyn  Wilburn. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  lost  two 
valuable  employees  as  of  October  1.  On 
that  date,  Gary  Wilburn,  former  Admin¬ 
istrator  of  Direct  Care  at  MCH,  began 
his  new  duties  as  Administrator  of  the 
Oklahoma  Boys  Ranch  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Gary  had  been  with  MCH  since  1972 
when  he  and  his  wife,  Evelyn,  joined  the 
staff  as  child  care  supervisors  in  James 
House.  Prior  to  coming  to  MCH  the  Wil¬ 
burns  had  been  houseparents  at  Hillcrest 
Children’s  Home  in  Hot  Springs,  Arkan¬ 
sas. 


nealogical  Society. 

The  Oklahoma  Boys  Ranch  is  one  of 
three  residential  child  care  facilities  op¬ 
erated  by  the  Board  of  Children  and 
Youth  Services  of  the  Oklahoma  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  ranch  which  has  a  capacity  for  48 
boys  is  located  at  Gore,  Oklahoma  about 
30  miles  southeast  of  Muskogee. 

The  Wilburns  and  their  daughters,  Re- 
bekah,  10,  and  Amanda.  5,  will  be  missed 
by  their  friends  at  MCH  and  the  Ruston 
community.  We  will  wish  them  the  very 
best  in  their  new  home  and  new  work. 


Rev.  Henry  Blount  was  the  featured  speaker  at  the  Septem¬ 
ber  1st  Dedicatory  Service. 


A  modern,  well  equipped  library  serves  the  school  and  other 
campus  residents  as  wells. 


The  elementary  classroom  is  designed  to  function  as  a  self 
contained  unit. 


Allen  To  Head  Child  Care  Center 


John  Allen,  Associate  Director  of 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  was  elected 
President  of  the  Louisiana  Association  of 
Child  Care  Agencies  at  its  annual  lun¬ 
cheon  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge  on  June 
25th.  LACCA  is  composed  of  36  non-prof¬ 
it  licensed  community  agencies  across 
Lousiana  which  serves  neglected, 
abused,  and  emotionally  disturbed  chil¬ 
dren.  Allen  was  elected  to  the  top  posi¬ 
tion  after  serving  as  secretary  this  past 
year. 

LACCA  agencies  cooperate  with  one 


another  in  working  to  maintain  quality 
standards  in  the  residential  child  care 
field.  The  association  also  works  closely 
with  officials  in  the  Louisiana  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Human  Resources 
and  the  Department  of  Corrections.  Both 
of  these  departments  place  children  for 
residential  care  in  LACCA  agencies. 
Elected  along  with  Allen  to  serve  the 
1985-86  term  were  Bruce  Bird  of  Associ¬ 
ated  Catholic  Charities  of  New  Orleans 
as  Vice  President;  Joan  Carrithers  of 
Baton  Rouge  Youth,  Inc.  as  Secretary; 


and  Richard  Winder  of  Milne  Boys’ 
Home  of  New  Orleans  as  Treasurer.  Out¬ 
going  president  is  Bernadine  Fontana  of 
Youth  House  of  Ouachita  in  West  Mon¬ 
roe. 


Allen  who  has  been  with  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  since  1971  is  married  to 
the  former  Linda  Stratton  and  has  two 
children.  He  is  a  member  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Ruston  and  is  active  in  the 
Lincoln  Parish  Deputy  Sheriff’s  Reserve. 


Coordinator  of  Educational  Services,  Bill  Gullatt,  leads  so¬ 
cial  studies  class  for  junior  high  students. 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
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‘Read  While  You  Cruise’ 


Between  Baton  Rouge  and  La¬ 
fayette  Billye  and  I  passed  a  car 
traveling  at  a  very  slow  rate  of  speed 
and  containing  one  lone  occupant.  As 
we  passed  it  seemed  strange  that  the 
driver  should  be  going  so  slow  on  this 
fine  four  lane  stretch  of  highway.  As 
we  passed  we  could  see  that  the  driv¬ 
er  was  reading  the  morning  newspa¬ 
per  as  it  lay  spread  out  full-length 
across  the  steering  wheel.  Apparent¬ 
ly,  he  had  put  the  car  on  cruise  con¬ 
trol  and  slowed  down  to  make  it 
easier  for  digesting  the  latest  news. 

Although  I  do  not  approve  of  his  ig¬ 
noring  highway  safety  rules  I  do  ad¬ 
mire  his  ingenuity  and  his  desire  to  be 
fully  informed  on  current  events. 
Some  of  us  aren’t  that  anxious  to  read 
the  morning  newspaper  and  are  less 
knowledgeable  than  we  should  be. 

The  human  brain  has  almost  end¬ 
less  capacity  for  innovation  and  in¬ 
vention  and  creativeness.  For  some  of 
us  our  creative  juices  have  dried-up 
as  a  result  of  someone  remarking 
that  our  drawing  of  a  horse  does  not 
look  like  a  horse  or  our  attempts  at 
building  a  playhouse  fall  short  of  a 
carpenter’s  skill.  We  get  “put-down” 
for  our  wild  ideas  and  so  we  are  care¬ 
ful  not  to  verbalize  them  again. 
Someone  laughs  at  our  creative  at¬ 
tempt  to  inject  a  “new  twist”  to  an 
old  idea  and  thereafter  we  make  sure 
our  ideas  ate  traditional  and  pedes¬ 
trian. 


I  wish  I  could  “free”  both  laity  and 
clergy  in  Louisiana  to  let  the  adrena¬ 
line  flow  and  rediscover  the  latent 
creative  juices.  I  can  assure  you  there 
is  one  person  who  won’t  “put  you 
down”  or  laugh  at  your  wild  idea. 

In  the  church  it  isn’t  “business  as 
usual”  anymore  and  the  sooner  we 
learn  that  the  old  way  of  doing  things 
may  not  be  sacred  the  sooner  we  can 
“get  on”  with  the  renewal  of  the 
church.  Also  it  may  not  “work”  any¬ 
more  which  is  a  rather  convincing 
reason  for  not  doing  it  anymore. 

God  gave  us  a  brain.  Let  it  do  its 
work.  God  gave  us  imagination.  Let 
us  imagine.  God  gave  us  the  capacity 
for  creative  thinking.  Let’s  recover 
the  freedom  to  do  it. 

God  is  the  same  yesterday,  today, 
and  forever,  but  we  aren’t  and  the 
world  isn’t  and  the  church  isn’t.  The 
problems  are  different  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  are  different  so  it  stands  to 
reason  that  the  solutions  may  be  dif¬ 
ferent. 

I  am  continually  sending  "trial  bal¬ 
loons”  your  way.  How  about  sending 
some  my  way.  Yesterday  I  got  a  real¬ 
ly  good  one  from  Ed  Boyd.  Send  me 
yours.  And  keep  talking  back  to  me 
about  your  perception  of  the  ideas  I 
“send  up.” 


Conference  Calendar 

October 

18  Local  Church  Revitalization  District  Meeting,  Alexandria  District 

19  Conference  Board  of  Church  &  Society  Workshop,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
9:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

19  UMW  District  Elect  Training  Session,  Alexandria 

20  World  Order  Sunday 

21  Local  Church  Revitalization  District  Meeting,  New  Orleans-Houma 
District 

21-24  “Autumn  Time”  (Retiree  Event),  Mt.  Sequoyah 

22  Local  Church  Revitalization  District  Meeting,  New  Orleans-Slidell  Dis¬ 
trict 

23  Local  Church  Revitalization  District  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District,  Headquarters  Building 

24  Local  Church  Revitalization  District  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District 

25  Local  Church  Revitalization  District  Meeting,  Lake  Charles  District 

25  Theological  Reflection  Day  for  2nd  Year  Candidates 

26  Teacher  Training  Workshop,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

28  Biographical  Update  to  be  sent  to  all  Seminarians 

28-31  "Seniors  at  Sequoyah,”  Retiree  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

31  Communications  Committee,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  1:30  p.m. 


November,  1985 

1  World  Community  Day 

2  VIM  Fair,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  9:45  a.m. 

4-5  Spiritual  Formation  Retreat,  Lake  Charles  District  at  District  Camp 
8-10  Junior  High  Retreat,  Camp  Istrouma 
9  VIM  Fair,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:45  a.m. 

10-11  Discover  Centenary 

11  "My  Job  Training"  Event,  FUMC,  Covington,  7:00  p.m. 

12  "My  Job  Training"  Event,  FUMC.  New  Orleans,  7:00  p.m. 

13  "My  Job  Training"  Event,  FUMC,  Houma,  7:00  p.m, 

15  Research  &  Planning  Committee,  Headquarters  Building,  9:30  a.m. 

15-16  EMLC  Convocation,  Camphor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
15-17  Junior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Center 
19-22  Continuing  Education  for  Ministers,  Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital, 
New  Orleans,  9:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

23  Bishop  meets  with  Black  Ministers,  Prince  Murat,  Baton  Rouge 
24-30  National  Bible  Week 

24  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

25  Ministers'  Continuing  Education  Events  -  All  Districts,  8:30  a.m.-3:30 

p.m. 

28  Thanksgiving  Day 


FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  Celebrates 
Birthdays  of  2  Musicians 


Sunday  October  27th,  1985,  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
will  celebrate  the  300th  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  J.S.  Bach  and  G.F  Handel. 
First  United  Methodist  Church  is  partici¬ 
pating  in  this  celebration  throughout  the 
year  with  a  series  of  concerts.  The 
fourth  in  this  series  will  be  Sunday,  Octo¬ 
ber  27th  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary. 


This  will  be  a  performance  by  the  Motet 
Choir  with  orchestra  of  the  Coronation 
Anthems  No.  1  and  2  written  by  Handel. 
These  two  exciting  works  of  Handel  will 
be  complimented  by  a  performance  of 
the  Handel  Organ  Concerto  Op.  7,  No.  7 
by  Mrs.  Franklin  Poole.  The  program  is 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Franklin  P. 
Poole,  Minister  of  Music. 


November  1 5th- 1 6th  1 985 


EMLC  Convocation  Planned 
For  Louisiana  Conference 


EVANGELISM 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Buford  is  pastor 
of  Brooks  Memorial  UMC,  Jamai¬ 
ca,  New  York.  He  formerly 
served  as  Director  of  Evangelism 
with  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship. 


EMLC  ORGANIZATION 
AND 

STRUCTURE 

Dr.  David  L.  White  is  Assistant 
General  Secretary-Missional  Pri¬ 
ority  Section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  South  Indiana  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries. 


STEWARDSHIP 

Dr.  Lavon  Kincaid,  Sr.  is  Pas¬ 
tor  of  Union  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  St.  Louis  Mis¬ 
souri.  He  formerly  served  as  Di¬ 
rector  of  Stewardship  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


“Developing  and  Strengthening  The 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church:  For  Wit¬ 
ness  and  Mission,”  the  theme  for  the 
1985-1988  EMLC  quadrennium,  is  also 
the  Convocation’s  theme. 

The  Keynote  speaker  for  the  event 
will  be  Dr.  David  L.  White,  Assistant 
General  Secretary-Missional  Priority 
Section  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  South 
Indiana  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  His  workshop  topic  will  be  “EMLC 
Organization  and  Structure.” 

Registration  for  the  EMLC  Convoca¬ 
tion  will  begin  at  6:00  p.m.  on  Friday, 
November  15th.  Later  that  evening,  the 
workshop  leaders  will  be  honored  with  a 
reception.  Along  with  Dr.  White,  another 
featured  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Lavon  Kin¬ 
caid,  Sr.,  Pastor  of  Union  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  St.  Louis  Mis¬ 
souri.  He  formerly  served  as  Director  of 
Stewardship  with  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Dr.  Kincaid  will  lead  the 
morning  worship  on  Saturday,  Nov.  16th 
at  8:15  a.m.  His  workshop  topic  will  be, 
“Stewardship.”  Special  workshops  will 
be  held  at  9:30,  10:30  and  11:30  a.m.  on 
Saturday.  The  closing  worship  service 
will  be  held  at  2:00  p.m.  with  Dr.  Edward 


E.  Buford  as  special  speaker.  Dr.  Buford 
is  Pastor  of  Brooks  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jamaica,  New  York. 
He  formerly  served  as  Director  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  with  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship.  His  workshop  topic  will  be  on 
“Evangelism.” 

The  purpose  of  the  EMLC  Convocation 
is  to  provide  training  and  initiate  moti¬ 
vation  for  local  church  officers  and  to 
provide  guidance  and  information  to 
participants  as  the  Missional  Priority  is 
the  main  focus.  Coordinator  for  the 
event,  Rev.  Roger  La  than  of  the  CCOM 
staff,  says  the  main  purpose  of  the  event 
is,  “to  equip  and  strengthen  local  church 
leaders  in  the  areas  of  Evangelism, 
Stewardship  Organization  and  Struc¬ 
ture.” 

The  Convocation  is  designed  for  all 
United  Methodist  Pastors,  chairpersons 
of  local  church  Administrative  Boards, 
Council  on  Ministries  %  Religion  and 
Race,  finance,  Stewardship  leaders, 
evangelism  leaders;  lay  leaders  and 
other  interested  persons. 

All  interested  persons  please  complete 
the  registration  form  below  and  mail  to 
Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan  at  the  listed  ad¬ 
dress. 


f - 

|  Registration  Form  | 

I  EMLC  Convocation  | 

I  November  15-16,  1985  I 

I  Name _ _ _ — - 

1  Telephone - . - — —  j 

j  Address  _ _ j 

I  City  - - . -  I 

I  Church _ I 

I  Office  in  Local  Church - 

I  Please  return  your  registration  form  by  November  1,  1985  to:  ; 

•  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan  j 

I  527  North  Boulevard  | 

!  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  | 


Fall  Youth  Convocation  Shows  Good  Turnout 


Lindsey  Williams  leads  a  small  group 
session. 


o 


Rev.  Willis  Dear  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  leads  a  group 
session  discussion. 


The  Fall  Youth  Convocation  was  held 
at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  on  October  5  with  over  350 
youth  and  adults  in  attendance.  Mary 
Ann  Hofstad,  a  native  of  Baton  Rouge 
and  education  graduate  of  L.S.U.,  was 
the  keynote  speaker.  Lindsey  Williams,  a 
former  guitarist  with  the  Rick  Bonfirm 
Ministries  of  Athens,  Georgia,  per¬ 
formed  in  concert. 

Small  group  topics  were:  “That’s 


Life,”  led  by  Kathy  Deitzel  and  Larry 
Lewis;  “Personal  Faith  Journey,”  led  by 
Roger  Lathan  of  CCOM,  "Personal  Bible 
Study,”  led  by  Rev.  Ed  Dilworth  of 
CCOM  and  "Take  Charge  of  Your  Life,” 
led  by  John  Guyre.  Rev.  Willis  Dear  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  led  in  small  group  discussion  and 
Pat  Bollinger,  president  of  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  introduced 
the  program.  (All  photography  by  Rev. 
Roland  Reed). 


‘A  Day  Apart’  for  United  Methodist  Women 


A  small  group  session  takes  a  snack  break. 


Baton  Rouge-Hammond  UMM  Purchase  Trag 


Several  years  ago,  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District  United  Methodist 
Men  purchased  a  TRAG  (a  three  wheel 
front  drive,  8  Horse  Power  vehicle.)  The 
machine  is  strong  enough  to  do  simple 
tasks  that  take  much  time  and  labor  if 
done  by  hand  or  on  foot.  It  can  also  be 
driven  in  wooded  or  land  areas  in  which 
a  pick-up  truck  cannot  travel.  The  trag 
is  used  worldwide  by  missionaries  or 
churches  who  help  people  with  outdoor 
construction  needs. 

Charlie  Pearce  was  asked  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  trag  to  different  interested 
churches  and  try  to  get  more  trags  to  be 
sent  to  the  developing  countries  of  the 
Third  World.  For  more  information  con¬ 


tact  Charlie  Pearce,  10488  Gerald  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70815,  phone  —  504- 
272-3436. 


Charlie  Pearce  demonstrates  the  trag 
to  different  Louisiana  churches. 


By  REV.  DEBORAH  DRASH 
St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Enthusiastic  soprano  and  alto  voices 
swelled  to  the  hymn,  “Lord  I  want  to  Be 
a  Christian,"  to  begin  the  “Day  Apart”  at 
Camp  Istrouma  for  United  Methodist 
Women  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District.  The  theme  of  the  morning  re¬ 
treat  was,  “Women  Along  the  Journey,” 
and  was  led  by  the  Rev.  Kathy  Hender¬ 
son,  pastor  of  the  Francis  Asbury  UMC. 

Speaking  about  the  need  for  spiritual 
discipline  in  our  lives,  Rev.  Henderson 
shared  with  the  group,  “The  Spirit  meets 
us  where  we  are.  We  need  more  than  a 
moment  of  grace  —  more  than  just  once 
a  month  when  we  gather  as  God’s  people 
at  the  Communion  table  to  receive  the 
Means  of  Grace.’  We  can  experience 
this  grace  daily  through  our  time  alone 
with  God.’’  The  retreatants  learned 
about  and  shared  creative  spiritual  re¬ 
sources  such  as  forms  of  prayer,  devo¬ 
tional  Bible  study,  and  means  of  building 
up  and  celebrating  the  Christian  Com¬ 
munity.  Every  year,  each  district  in  our 
conference  sponsors,  "A  Day  Apart”  ac¬ 
tivity,  similar  to  this  retreat,  for  its 
United  Methodist  Women. 


Walking  the  “Suspended  Bridge"  at 
Camp  Istrouma,  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  "Day  Apart,” 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70802 


Don’t  Forget  the  Mission  Fairs 


Two  Mission  Fairs  designed  to  give 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  information 
about  the  opportunities  available 
through  “Volunteers  in  Mission”  will  be 
held  in  November.  The  first  is  scheduled 
for  Trinity  Church  in  Rusion  on  Novem¬ 


ber  2nd,  and  the  second  will  be  at  First 
Church  Baton  Rouge,  November  9th. 
Both  begin  at  9:45  a.m.  and  end  at  3:00 
p  m.  Bring  a  car-load  from  your  church 
and  attend  the  “Fair.” 


PAGE  2 

Should  church  use  4PR’  methods? 


Sales  people  are  commonly  advised  to 
"sell  the  sizzle,  not  the  steak"— in  other 
words,  promote  an  enticing  image  of 
their  product  and  not  the  product  itself. 

Can  that  same  technique  appropriate¬ 
ly  be  used  to  get  more  people  involved  in 
the  church? 

That  question  grows  out  of  recent  dis¬ 
cussions  about  the  use  of  advertising 
methods  to  promote  church  involvement 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  27  and  Oct.  18). 

It  takes  on  more  urgency  as  one  con¬ 
siders  the  denomination-wide  public  re¬ 
lations  campaign  being  planned  by 
United  Methodism’s  national  communi¬ 
cations  agency. 

The  campaign,  scheduled  to  begin  in 
early  1986,  is  built  around  the  slogan, 
"Catch  the  Spirit."  Plans  call  for  the  slo¬ 
gan  to  be  available  in  a  variety  of  ap¬ 
pealing  formats— full-color  billboards, 
bumper  stickers,  radio  spots,  bulletin 
covers,  etc.— to  expand  and  enhance  the 
church’s  public  image. 

United  Methodism’s  continuing  mem¬ 
bership  losses  as  well  as  other  symptoms 
of  institutional  decline,  however,  make  it 
hard  to  understand  how  the  catchy,  eye- 
and  ear-appealing  slogan  — the  "siz¬ 
zle”— reflects  what  is  actually  occurring 
throughout  our  denomination. 

Consequently,  we  hope  those  planning 
this  campaign  will  take  pains  to  see  that 
answers  to  questions  like  the  following 
are  provided: 

What  is  the  "spirit”  to  which  the  slo¬ 
gan  refers? 

How  and  where  can  it  be  “caught”? 

What  can  be  expected  to  happen  when 
one  “catches  the  Spirit”? 

What  evidence  is  there  that  our  church 
is  helping  people  to  “catch"  it? 

How  does  the  Cross  of  Christ  relate  to 
“catching  the  spirit"? 

How  does  the  campaign  propose  to 
deal  with  both  God’s  grace  and  His  call 
to  sacrificial  service? 

Such  questions  are  not  meant  to  throw 
cold  water  on  a  constructive  effort  but 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


rather  to  encourage  reflection  on  its 
depth  and  meaning. 

Intentionally  or  not,  the  church  is  in¬ 
volved  in  "public  relations”  at  all  times 
by  what  it  is  doing  and  not  doing.  Its 
message  is  too  often  lost  in  a  world  bom¬ 
barded  by  media  hype  of  relatively  un¬ 
important  things,  many  of  which  are 
contrary  to  Christian  values. 

So  it  is  vital  that  the  church  find  re¬ 
sponsible  and  effective  ways  to  let  its 
light  "shine.” 

But  we  agree  with  United  Methodist 
layman  and  advertising  executive, 
Parker  Duncan,  who  warns  that 
churches  sometimes  "get  carried  away 
with  who  they  would  like  to  be  instead  of 
who  they  really  are.” 

Mr.  Duncan  says  it  "doesn’t  take  a  po¬ 
tential  member  very  long  to  discover” 
the  discrepancy  between  what  a  church 
says  it  is  and  what  it  actually  is. 

Hence,  we  must  be  careful  to  promote 
what  we  really  are  and  not  merely  an 
appealing  image  of  our  church. 

A  catchy  public  relations  campaign 
might  make  members  and  non-members 
alike  temporarily  feel,  good  about  our 
church.  But  if  the  campaign  does  not 
clearly  reflect  that  it  is  “in  touch”  with 
the  church’s  historical  and  current  iden¬ 
tity,  it  is  unlikely  to  be  perceived  as  be¬ 
lievable  or  to  produce  lasting  positive 
results. 

We  believe  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tianity  has  much  to  offer  persons  in  our 
society,  its  many  problems  notwith¬ 
standing.  We  applaud  efforts  to  help  the 
church  carry  out  its  ministries  and  tell 
its  story  more  adequately. 

But  we  need  to  recall  that  the  church’s 
best  public  relations  rarely  result  from 
"image  polishing"  or  "selling  the  sizzle” 
or  promoting  itself.  The  best  ‘PR’’ 
comes  from  simply  living  and  sharing 
God’s  story  in  community  with  one  an¬ 
other  and  with  open  hearts  and  out¬ 
stretched  hands  to  those  outside  the 
church’s  fellowship. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


OCTOBER  25,  1985 


By  HAVILAND  C.  HOUSTON 

A  rather  quiet  change,  but  one  deserv¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  all  United  Method¬ 
ists,  occurred  after  the  1984  General 
Conference.  The  488-page  1984  Book  of 
Resolutions  —  quite  a  formidable  but 
very  usable  volume— came  out  with  a 
significantly  different  format  from  its 
predecessors. 

Previous  editions  of  the  Book  of  Reso¬ 
lutions,  published  each  General  Confer¬ 
ence  since  1968,  included  resolutions 
approved  at  that  particular  General 
Conference.  They  also  included  an  index 
of  resolutions  from  previous  General 
Conferences. 

According  to  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
all  resolutions  remain  valid  until  re¬ 
scinded  or  superseded  by  General  Con¬ 
ference  action.  However,  United 
Methodist  members  could  not  go  to  one 
resource  that  made  all  valid  resolutions 
since  1968  easily  available  for  reference, 
study  or  support  for  action. 

Valid  resolutions  combined 

Prior  to  the  1984  General  Conference, 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
and  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  determined  that  the  denomination 
should  have  all  these  valid  resolutions 
recorded  in  one  document. 

Working  closely  together  to  provide  an 
accurate  compilation  of  the  resolutions, 
staff  members  from  the  Publishing 
House  and  Board  produced  the  1984 
Book  of  Resolutions  soon  after  General 
Conference  ended.  The  new  format  ar¬ 
ranged  the  resolutions  chronologically 
and  included  a  topical  index  for  easy  ref¬ 
erence. 

This  1984  Book  of  Resolutions  is  a  sig¬ 
nificant,  meaty  resource  for  local  United 
Methodist  churches.  In  it  our  denomina¬ 
tion  speaks  clearly  about  many  of  the 


UMC’s  ‘Book  of  Resolutions9  should  be 
a  stimulus  to  church  reflection 9  action 


pressing  issues  of  our  day,  including  such 
broadly  ranging  issues  as  Central  Amer¬ 
ica,  alcohol  and  drugs,  capital  punish¬ 
ment,  South  Africa,  gambling,  gun 
control,  rural  life  issues  and  world 
peace. 

The  Book  of  Resolutions,  which  in¬ 
cludes  statements  on  206  topics,  gives 
support,  encouragement  and  guidance  to 
United  Methodists  already  involved  in  a 
host  of  issues.  It  also  can  stretch  our 
thought  and  stimulate  our  action  on  oth¬ 
er  issues  crying  out  for  Christian  in¬ 
volvement. 

Social  Principles  complemented 

Proposed  resolutions  come  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  from  individuals,  local 
churches,  annual  conferences  and/or 
general  agencies.  The  General  Confer¬ 
ence  then  considers  each  resolution  and 
votes  it  “up  or  down."  These  resolutions 
complement  or  enlarge  upon  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Social  Principles 
statement,  which  appears  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  1984  Book  of  Resolutions  as 
well  as  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

Earlier  this  year  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  produced  a  new  se¬ 
ries  of  study  leaflets  titled  Faithful  Wit¬ 
ness  on  Today's  Issues  designed  to 
complement  the  Book  of  Resolutions. 

These  35  leaflets  present  the  major  is¬ 
sue  areas  on  which  the  church  has  spo¬ 
ken.  Each  leaflet  includes  pertinent 
resolutions,  relevant  biblical  passages, 
historical  background,  related  Social 
Principles  statements  and  suggested  ad¬ 
ditional  resources. 

Pamphlets  regularly  used 

Church  school  classes,  weekday  study 
groups,  United  Methodist  Women,  United 
Methodist  Men,  youth  groups  and  indi¬ 


viduals  are  regularly  using  these  study 
pamphlets. 

I  urge  United  Methodists  individually 
and  in  groups,  carefully  to  consider  and 
study  the  resolutions  of  the  church  in  the 
spirit  of  prayer  and  within  the  context  of 
biblical  and  theological  reflection. 

In  one  way  the  Book  of  Resolutions 
says  to  the  church,  “Don’t  let  the  world 
around  you  squeeze  you  into  its  own 
mold,  but  let  God  remold  your  mind 
from  within”  (Phillips).  However,  in  an¬ 
other  way  the  Book  of  Resolutions  is  our 
gift  to  the  world!  It  invites  people  to 
hope! 

(The  Book  of  Resolutions  is  available 
from  Cokesbury  for  $6.95.  A  complete 
set  of  the  Faithful  Witness  pamphlets  is 


‘Affirmation’  ad  opponent  backed,  rebuffed 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  add  my  influence  and  sup¬ 
port  to  the  position  Theodore  R.  Ochs 
took  in  his  letter  published  in  the  Sept.  27 
issue  regarding  the  advertisement  for 
Affirmation,  the  unofficial  caucus  for 
gay  and  lesbian  people. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Ochs  that  it  appear^ 
to  be  inconsistent  with  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  for  the  Reporter  to  run  such  an  ad. 

I  am  senior  minister  of  a  2,700  member 
church  and  we  weekly  send  the  Reporter 
into  1,200  homes.  I  have  been  prompted 
to  write  this  letter  because  I  continue  to 
have  leading  lay  people  express  their 
concern  about  seeing  this  ad  over  the 
past  few  months. 

The  Reporter  and  its  staff  are  doing  a 
splendid  job  and  I  am  one  hundred  per¬ 
cent  in  support  of  the  fine  efforts  you  are 
making  to  inform  United  Methodists 
across  our  great  church.  I  would  applaud 
and  support  a  policy  that  would  deny  an 
advertisement  to  any  group  that  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  says  is  incompatible  with  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching. 

Sewell  Woodward,  Jr. 

Lexington,  Kentucky 

Don’t  remove  ad 

To  the  Editor: 

Of  all  the  angry,  judgmental  letters 
that  appear  in  our  denominational  publi¬ 
cations,  the  ones  that  distress  me  most 
are  those  attacking  gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple. 

I  know  that  nothing  I  say  is  likely  to 
change  the  attitudes  of  people  who  seem 
to  hate  and  fear  homosexual  people  so 
much.  I  personally  think  the  church  is  as 
wrong  about  this  issue  as  it  was  for  a 
long  time  about  slavery  and  about  wom¬ 
en’s  roles. 

The  church  is  not  only  hurting  these 
excluded  people,  but  it  is  denying  itself 
the  potential  service  and  enrichment 
that  many  gifted  and  deeply  committed 
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gay  Christians  long  to  offer. 

I  hope  the  editors  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  will  not  commit  still  an¬ 
other  cruel  act  of  exclusion  by  refusing 
to  carry  the  classified  ads  from  Affirma¬ 
tion  as  advised  by  your  correspondent 
Theodore  Ochs  (see  UMR,  Sept.  27).  It  is 
a  tribute  to  the  Affirmation  members 
that  they  maintain  a  loyalty  and  love  for 
a  denomination  that  has  officially  con¬ 
demned  them. 

Martha  McKnight 
Plainfield,  Indiana 

Ad  is  contrary  to  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

Today’s  generation  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  may  include  gay  and  lesbian  life¬ 
styles.  but  those  lifestyles  are  certainly 
not  consistent  with  New  Testament  di¬ 
rectives  for  the  lifestyle  of  a  Christian. 

Homosexuality  was  as  much  in  evi¬ 
dence  during  the  early  church  as  it  is  in 
our  lifetime,  and  those  who  practiced  it 
were  warned  that  they  would  receive  in 
themselves  the  due  penalty  for  their  per¬ 
version.  God  is  not  mocked,  and  sexual 
perversion  today  is  certainly  resulting  in 
“due  penalty." 

Romans  1:20  NIV  states  that  men  (and 
women)  are  without  excuse,  and  Romans 
1:21-32  NIV  is  very  explicit  in  denounc¬ 
ing  evil  and  every  kind  of  wickedness. 
Romans  1:26-27  NIV  zeros  in  on  homo¬ 
sexual  sin  particularly.  Those  who  cur¬ 
rently  practice  these  lifestyles,  be 
warned  by  reading  I  Corinthians  6:9-10 
NIV. 

In  view  of  these  biblical  admonitions,  I 
take  exception  to  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  including  in  its  classified  ads 
one  that,  by  its  very  inclusion,  already 
affirms  the  lifestyles  of  gay  and  lesbian 
United  Methodists. 

The  letter  from  the  writer  from  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pennsylvania  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
27),  concerning  this  ad  echoed  the 
thoughts  and  convictions  of  many  people 
reading  the  Reporter.  It  may  also  be 
said  that  people  outside  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  could  certainly  interpret 
such  an  ad  as  condoning  and  encourag¬ 
ing  the  homosexual  lifestyle. 

I,  too,  believe  that  you  should  not  run 
this  ad. 

Gladys  Lee  Loll 
Wahpeton,  North  Dakota 

Pluralism  oddly  defined 

To  the  Editor 

Theodore  R.  Ochs  seems  to  have  an 
odd  definition  of  pluralism.  His  letter  in 
the  Sept.  27  issue  suggests  that  he  de¬ 
fines  pluralism  as  anyone  with  whom  he 
agrees,  a  feeling  which  seems  to  be 
spreading  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Mr.  Ochs  might  care  to  know  that 
many  members  of  Affirmation  are  not 
only  not  engaged  in  "the  practice  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality"  (whatever  that  may  be), 
but  are  quite  simply  not  homosexual  at 
all. 

If  no  one  worked  to  change  the  system, 
we'd  still  be  worshiping  in  a  segregated 
church. 

And,  why  quote  the  Discipline  para¬ 
graphs  referring  to  ordination  and  the 
Council  on  Finance  to  an  independent 
newspaper? 

Mr.  Ochs  asks.  Is  the  Reporter’s  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  (Affirmation)  ad  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  pluralism  of  United 
Methodism  . . .?'  ”  The  answer  is  "Yes!" 

Cliveden  Chew  Haas 
Milpitas.  California 

Laypeople  are  upset 

To  the  Editor: 

The  laypeople  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  very  upset  about  the  classi¬ 
fied  ad  in  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er. 

The  ad  “Gay  and  Lesbian  U.M.. 
friends  and  families,  "is  definitely  out 


of  place  in  a  church  paper. 

With  warnings  from  the  Bible  about 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  surely  a  church 
paper  should  not  advertise  this  lifestyle. 

Our  young  people  have  enough  worldly 
influence  from  television,  radio,  movies 
and  magazines.  Surely  they  should  be 
able  to  pick  up  a  Christian  paper  without 
this  type  of  ad  in  it. 

Mabel  Gobeli 
Alliance,  Ohio 

Isn’t  study  advocacy? 

To  the  Editor: 

When  a  member  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  asked  if 
its  proposed  study  of  "homophobia”  vio¬ 
lated  the  rule  against,  using  church  funds 
to  advocate  homosexuality,  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  president  replied,  “Advocacy  is  the- 
predetermination  of  support.  Educa¬ 
tion.  . .  is  coming  to  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  an  issue. . .  We  are  not  dealing 
with  homosexuality  but  fear  of  it  and  all 
the  implications”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  4). 

But  isn’t  the  study  of  “homophobia” 
alone  an  implied  advocacy,  because  its 
approach  is  unbalanced  and  its  trust 
slanted? 

What  would  seem  to  be  a  more  bal¬ 
anced  approach  is  a  study  of  both  “ho¬ 
mophobia”  and  “homomania.”  A  truly 
objective  study  seeking  better  knowl¬ 
edge  on  “homophobia”  would  also  listen 
to  a  growing  number  of  people  testifying 
to  their  freedom  from  fear  of  homosex¬ 
uality  by  being  delivered  from  homosex¬ 
ual  practice  by  the  power  of  Jesus 
Dwight  Sullivan 
Bixbee,  Arizona 

Column  yes,  editorial  no 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  had  to  write  to  commend  Rober¬ 
ta  Sappington ’s  “On  the  UMR  Beat”  col¬ 
umn  on  "silent  language”  evangelism 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  13).  I  think  it  was  Albert 
Schweitzer  who  once  said:  "Example  is 
not  the  most  important  thing;  it  is  the 
only  thing.” 

To  some  preachers  — and  I  am  a 
preacher— it  may  seem  to  be  an  exag¬ 
geration,  but  I  find  “lifestyle”  and  “body 
language”  absolutely  vital  parts  of  our 
evangelism.  Right  on,  Roberta! 

I  almost  wrote  to  comment  on  your 
Sept.  6  editorial  headlined,  “Are  the 
Moonies’  Christians?”  but  didn’t  get  to 
it.  I  am  not  supportive  of  most  of  their 
theology  or  much  of  their  practice,  but  I 
still  do  not  like  your  editorial  nor  the 
caption  under  the  photo  next  to  it.  I  note 
your  omission  of  Jerry  Falwell,  who  was 
the  main  speaker  at  the  banquet  in  sup¬ 
port  of  Mr.  Moon’s  case— not  his  theol¬ 
ogy,  etc.. 

Likewise,  your  photo  caption  makes  no 
mention  of  just  what  the  trophy  present¬ 
ed  by  Idaho  Representative  Deiter  Boyer 
was  for. 

Unlike  Roberta  Sappington  s  article.  I 
found  the  tone  of  your  “Moonies”  piece 
troublesome.  The  innuendos  may  not  be 
either  American  or  Christian.  Further¬ 
more.  I  still  doubt  that  Mr.  Moon’s  reli¬ 
gion  would  be  very  attractive  aside  Ms. 
Sappington’s  “silent”  evangelism  ap¬ 
proach. 

Robert  P  Longenecker 
Philadelphia.  Pennsylvania 

Editorial  was  timely 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  thanks  for  your  very 
timely  editorial  in  the  Sept.  27  issue  of 
the  Reporter  headlined,  "How  should  we 
view  differences?” 

Geographical  and  other  differences  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  should  add 
to  our  awareness  that  we  are  truly  a 
part  of  the  universal  church  of  God— the 
Body  of  Christ. 

Our  rich  Methodist  heritage  calls  us  to 
bear  witness  to  the  love  of  God  among 
people  of  diverse  cultures  and  back¬ 


available  for  $15  from  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources  for  Church  and  Society,  P.O.  Box 
871, 1908  Grand  Avenue,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202). 

“Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  Haviland  C.  Houston,  is 
General  Secretary  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  based  in  Washington,  D.  C.. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  l  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

Cuba’s  revolution  should 
not  stir  Christian  anxiety 


By  CARL  SOULE 

I  wish  to  bear  witness  to  the  new  life 
in  Cuba  that  both  Christians  and  Marx¬ 
ists  enjoy  under  the  leadership  of  Fidel 
Castro. 

Before  1959,  the  year  of  the  revolution, 
public  schools  were  poor  in  quality  and 
many  children  had  no  education  at  all. 
Now  all  schools  are  public.  Standards 
are  high  and  attendance  is  strictly  en¬ 
forced. 

All  education  from  the  first  grade 
through  graduate  school  is  free.  Those 
graduating  from  uni¬ 
versities  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  dedicate 
several  years  to  ser¬ 
vice  in  communities 
where  they  are  need¬ 
ed. 

Before  1959,  there 
were  many  poor  peo-  f 
pie  in  the  slums  of  Carl  Soule 
cities  and  the  countryside  who  lacked 
good  food.  Now  a  system  of  rationing 
and  price  fixing  gives  everyone  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  sufficient  food. 

The  slogan  of  a  quart  of  milk  for  every 
child  and  elderly  person  daily  at  a  low 
price  has  been  realized.  In  the  province 
of  Havana,  300  million  quarts  of  milk  are 
produced  yearly  by  scientifically  man¬ 
aged  farms. 

Shortly  after  the  revolution,  half  the 
doctors  of  Cuba,  most  of  whom  practiced 
in  Havana,  migrated  to  the  United 
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States,  leaving  3,000  in  the  nation.  Medi¬ 
cal  schools  have  now  provided  Cuba  with 
20,000  doctors  and  Third  World  countries 
with  1,500  physicians. 

By  2000  the  government  expects  to 
have  10,000  Cuban  doctors  overseas. 
Cuba  now  has  the  lowest  infant  mortal¬ 
ity  in  Latin  America,  15  per  1,000  live 
births. 

A  leader  in  the  Ecumenical  Council  of 
Cuba  told  23  Floridian  church  leaders  in 
Cuba  earlier  this  year:  “Please  have  a 
little  patience  with  our  government.  For 
500  years  both  Catholics  and  Protestants 
in  Cuba  were  conservative  and  reaction¬ 
ary. 

"The  government  has  been  tolerant  of 
our  past.  Now  there  is  a  healing  of  old 
wounds.  Relations  have  greatly  im-  ' 
proved.  We  are  hopeful  about  our  future, 
not  hopeless.  The  revolution  is  only  26 
years  old.  Don’t  be  so  anxious  about  our 
situation.” 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Carl  Soule, 
is  a  member  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  Leesburg,  Fla.  (Florida  confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Radio  game  winner’s  ‘of  course9 
provides  a  lesson  in  stewardship 


grounds.  A  church  whose  founder  pro¬ 
claimed,  "The  world  is  my  parish”  could 
not  be  true  to  itself  if  it  were  narrow  or 
provincial  in  its  Christian  witness. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  Methodist  heri¬ 
tage  is  enriched,  and  made  more  mean¬ 
ingful,  when  we  reach  out  in  faith  to  all 
people,  whoever  and  wherever  they  may 
be. 

We  can  rejoice  and  thank  God  for  a 
sense  of  mission  that  keeps  us  reaching 
out  to  others,  in  love  and  concern,  in  the 
name  of  Christ. 

Nuell  C.  Crain 
Dallas,  Texas 

So  sue  us! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  heard  the  Edelweiss  blessing  70  years 
ago  that  Richard  Rodgers  copyrighted  in 
1959  (see  Reporter,  Sept.  13  and  Oct.  18). 

I  think  every  Christian  should  use  it 
every  chance  they  can  so  lawyers  could 
sue  the  millions  of  us  instead  of  the 
churches.  What  a  glorious  day  that 
would  be  seeing  millions  of  Christians 
being  sued  in  court. 

John  E.  Mears 
Centreville,  Maryland 

I’m  tired  of  the  griping 

To  the  Editor: 

Gripe!  Gripe!  Gripe!  Gripes  about  the 
mission  board.  Gripes  about  the  pastor. 
Gripes  about  the  music  and  the  liturgy. 
Gripes  abut  the  hymn  book  committee. 
Gripes  about  the  Fellowship  for  Worship. 

I  have  just  finished  reading  my  copy 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  and 
again  am  dismayed  that  everyone  that 
writes  to  the  editor  is  griping  about 
something  or  someone.  I  want  to  gripe 
about  the  gripers. 

I  for  one  wish  to  affirm  the  diversity 
and  the  experimentation  occurring  in  our 
beloved  church.  Study,  experimentation, 
reflection,  dialogue  are  all  so  very  impor¬ 
tant  if  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  to 
proclaim  the  whole  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  Gospel  is  not  just  liturgy  and  sacra¬ 
ments,  it  is  not  just  evangelism,  it  is  not 
just  pentecostalism,  it  is  not  just  social  ac¬ 
tion.  The  whole  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
takes  all  of  these  seriously. 

I  am  grateful  that  the  church  is  strug¬ 
gling  to  proclaim  the  whole  Gospel  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  and  that  we  are  no  longer 
limited  by  the  model  of  the  church  of  50 
years  ago,  or  of  100  years  ago,  or  of  the 
middle  ages.  I  am  grateful  to  be  a  part 
of  that  journey. 

This  is  my  gripe:  I  am  tired  of  all  the 
self-satisfied  people  that  know  all  the 
answers  already  and  have  closed  ears  to 
the  winds  of  the  Spirit.  This  does  not 
mean  that  I  am  against  dialogue  or  even 
arguments,  but  rather  I  want  to  beg 
these  be  done  in  the  spirit  of  gracious¬ 
ness.  You  could  be  wrong 

Jerry  Milleson 
Mankato.  Kansas 


Dan  Louis 


As  I  prepare  to  come  to  the  Reporter 
office  each  morfting,  I  listen  to  a  local 
“all  news”  radio  station.  One  morning 
recently  the  routine  of  creating  the  per¬ 
fect  knot  with  my  tie  was  interrupted  by 
the  cadence  of  Dallas  Cowboy  quarter¬ 
back  Danny  White  shouting  an  "audible.” 

(For  those  not  schooled  in  football  ter¬ 
minology,  an  "audible”  is  a  changing  of 
the  original  play  called  in  the  huddle  af¬ 
ter  the  players  line  up  to  play.) 

The  radio  announcer  quickly  informed 
listeners  that  the  IjTi_ 

10th  caller  to  the  ra¬ 
dio  station  saying 
they  had  heard  the 
audible  would  win 
$1,000.  The  event 
was  an  ordinary  ra¬ 
dio  promotion  game 
designed  to  build  the 
listening  audience.  A 
few  moments  later  the  same  announcer 
told  us,  “We  have  a  winner!  ” 

He  immediately  “went  live”  and  pop¬ 
ped  the  usual  questions  at  the  woman  who 
was  the  lucky  caller.  What  is  your 
name?  Do  you  know  you  have  won 
$1,000?  What  are  you  going  to  do  with 
the  money? 

I  was  totally  unprepared  for  her  an¬ 
swer.  Without  hesitation  she  responded: 
“Well,  of  course  the  first  $100  goes  to  the 
church.” 

My  surprise  at  her  answer  was  enough 
that  I  only  vaguely  remember  how  she 
said  the  balance  of  the  $1,000  would  be 
spent. 

I  was  impressed  by  the  suggestion  of  a 
tithe  commitment  on  the  part  of  the  win¬ 
ner.  However,  it  was  the  self-confident, 
no-deliberation,  no-reservations  way  in 
which  she  said  "of  course. . .’’  that  really 
had  the  greatest  impact  on  me. 

There  was  no  self-righteousness  in  her 
voice,  just  a  simple  matter-of-fact  tone 
as  if  to  say,  "Isn’t  that  what  everyone 
would  do?" 

Unfortunately,  you  and  I  both  know 
that  "everyone”  doesn’t  hold  that  kind  of 
commitment  to  return  some  of  the  rich¬ 
es  that  come  our  way  from  God. 

Most  of  us  probably  could  admit  that 
if  we  were  so  fortunate  as  to  win  $1,000 
just  by  making  a  telephone  call  we 
would  not  likely  think  first  of  contribut¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  it  to  the  church.  If  we 
had  entertained  that  thought  then  we 
probably  would  contend  that  we  needed 
to  see  how  far  the  $1,000  was  going  to 


go  —  then  “if  there  is  any  left  over ..." 

This  incident  serves  to  remind  me  of 
how  difficult  it  is  to  make  a  no-reserva¬ 
tions  commitment  to  regarding  material 
things  that  come  to  us  as  being,  first  of 
all,  God’s  goods  which  are  entrusted  to 
our  care. 

Such  a  commitment  would  include  as 
its  first  implication  the  sharing  of  what 
we  have  received— in  time,  talent,  and 
material  goods— to  the  accomplishment 
of  God’s  work  in  this  world  in  which  we 
spend  a  brief  time. 

What  knowledge  or  realization  does  it 
take  for  anyone  of  us  to  make  that  kind  of 
commitment?  In  a  follow-up  telephone 
conversation  I  asked  the  contest  winner— 
who  didn’t  want  to  be  named— how  she 
came  to  such  a  commitment.  “Oh,  that’s 
easy,”  she  said.  "God  has  done  so  much  for 
me  it  only  seems  right.” 

-DAN  J.  LOUIS 


LOWEST 

COST 

METHOD  OF 
PERMANENT 
FINANCING 

The  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation  and 
Share,  Inc.  have 
developed  a  plan 
of  capital  financing 
that  will  save  money 
and  motivate  your 
church. 

CALL  TODAY! 


10  MEMORABLE  DAYS  IN 

ISRAEL  •>  *1398 

Leaves  Feb.  23.  Includes:  Travel,  hotels  and  2  meals  daily. 

Based  on  double  occupancy 

Educational  Opportunities,  Inc.  Sponsors  Convention 
With  World  Renown  Biblical  Scholars 
Theme:  “Jesus,  His  Life,  His  Time,  His 
Land,  His  Hebrew  Faith. 

Contact  Rev.  Ernie  Fritschle 
15011  Redondo  Dr.,  Victorville.  CA  92392 
(619)  245  7902  Days  -245-5030  Eves. 
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Zimbabwe  bishop  says  he’s  out  of 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE-United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  Zimbabwe,  on  a 
three-month  study  leave  at  Scarritt  Gradu¬ 
ate  School  in  Nashville,  made  public  Oct. 
15  that  he  has  resigned  as  president  of  the 
United  African  National  Council.  He  had 
led  that  political  party  since  1971. 

In  a  Sept.  25  letter  to  party  leaders  the 
bishop,  60,  said  he  would  devote  full  time 
“to  the  ecclesiastical  needs  of  the  church 


and  its  mission  in  the  world.” 

The  bishop  said  he  had  received  no  re¬ 
action  from  Africa  to  his  announcement 
about  retiring  from  politics. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  was  the  first  black 
prime  minister  of  the  southern  African 
nation  once  called  Rhodesia. 

The  resignation  letter  was  one  of  two 
released  in  this  country  through  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

The  other  letter,  dated  Oct.  5,  went  to 
Zimbabwean  Prime  Minister  Robert  S. 


Mugabe,  Bishop  Muzorewa 's  long-time 
political  opponent. 

One  intent  of  that  letter,  the  bishop 
said,  “was  to  let  him  (Mr.  Mugabe)  know 
I  would  no  longer  be  coming  to  him 
speaking  as  a  politician.” 

The  bishop  said  his  only  office  would 
be  as  leader  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  episcopal  leader  said  the  timing 
of  his  announcement  had  no  special  sig¬ 
nificance. 


In  July  his  party  lost  the  three  seats  it 
had  controlled  in  the  Zimbabwean  parlia¬ 
ment  since  1980. 

“I  didn’t  want  to  wait  this  long,”  Bish¬ 
op  Muzorewa  said.  “If  I  had  been  home,  I 
probably  would  have  done  it  (resigned 
from  politics)  two  months  ago.  The  pos¬ 
sibility  of  staying  (longer  in  the  United 
States)  made  it  important  that  I  do  it 
now.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  he  was  think¬ 
ing  about  asking  the  Council  of  Bishops 


‘Hell  Town’  rent  aids 
UM  ethnic  minorities 


Robert  Blake  as  Father  Noah  “Hardstep”  Rivers  leans  against  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles,  home  of  his  TV  series.  The  pugna¬ 
cious  priest  draws  attention  to  the  plight  of  urban  poor  but  also  draws  cleri¬ 
cal  criticism  for  relying  more  on  his  own  strong  arms  than  those  of  God. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

When  Father  Noah  "Hardstep”  Rivers 
tries  to  help  down-and-outers  in  NBC’s 
Hell  Town  TV  series,  it’s  fictitious. 

But  the  rent  the  show’s  producers  pay 
for  using  the  United  Methodist  church 
where  the  series  is  filmed  is  bringing 
some  real  help  to  ethnic  minority  people 
in  the  Los  Angeles  area  near  the  church. 

And  some  of  the  rent  is  helping  in  the 
defense  of  church  workers  in  the  “sanc¬ 
tuary”  movement  who  are  on  trial  in 
Tuscon,  Ariz.,  for  sheltering  illegal 
aliens  from  Central  America,  according 
to  a  missions  coordinator  of  Los  Angeles 
District  United  Methodists. 

The  fictitious  Father  Hardstep  proba¬ 
bly  would  approve  of  the  way  the  United 
Methodists  are  spending  the  money. 

Robert  Blake,  who  plays  the  maverick 
priest,  has  been  saying  in  several  recent 
interviews  that  he  created  the  series 
partly  because  he  wanted  to  raise  the 
consciousness  of  Americans  about  urban 
poverty.  He  said  he  wanted  poor  people 
to  enter  Americans’  living  rooms  along 
with  the  usual  TV  fare  of  upper  middle 
class  folks. 

Mr.  Blake  also  says  he  likes  to  shake 
up  the  establishment  figures  ("the 
suits”),  especially  when  it  means  cham¬ 
pioning  the  cause  of  an  underdog.  United 
Methodist  leaders  have  a  certain  reputa¬ 
tion  for  that,  too. 

Popularity  keeps  money  flowing 

The  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
which  is  depicted  as  a  Roman  Catholic 
church  in  Hell  Town  is  owned  by  United 
Methodism’s  Los  Angeles  District.  As 
long  as  Hell  Town  remains  in  produc¬ 
tion,  the  district  will  receive  thousands 
of  dollars  in  rent. 

The  structure— the  insides  of  which 
have  been  converted  into  TV  sets— has 


been  condemned  by  the  city  for  not 
meeting  earthquake  standards,  and  its 
Filipino  congregation  has  more  or  less 
permanently  moved  to  share  a  building 
with  predominantly  white  First  UMC  of 
Alhambra. 

The  Rev.  Dar  Ell  Weist,  administra¬ 
tor-coordinator  of  the  Los  Angeles  Mis¬ 
sionary  and  Church  Extension  Society, 
said  rents  should  total  around  $60,000 
this  year  if  the  series  continues. 

After  Hell  Town  garnered  a  sizeable 
audience  last  winter  as  a  made-for-TV 
movie,  it  was  picked  up  by  NBC  as  a  se¬ 
ries  for  at  least  two  months  this  fall. 
Production  finished  on  the  first  segments 
about  a  month  ago,  Dr.  Weist  said. 
Viewership  has  been  high  enough  that 
the  production  company  is  set  to  begin 
shooting  three  more  episodes,  he  said. 

Dr.  Weist  said  most  of  the  rent  money 
is  used  to  provide  salary  support  for 
ministers  in  ethnic  minority  churches 
and  to  help  some  of  those  churches  de¬ 
velop  programs  in  mission  to  their  com¬ 
munities. 

Concerns  raised 

Mr.  Blake’s  portrayal  of  a  priest  has 
drawn  some  criticism  as  being  more  like 
his  Baretta  cop  series  than  like  true-life 
adventures  of  a  clergyman. 

Some  Reporter  readers  have  com¬ 
plained  that  Mr.  Blake’s  character  is  too 
salty  and  obviously  vulnerable  to  the 
world’s  temptations. 

Others,  like  the  Rev.  David  S.  Cooney, 
have  decried  violence  in  the  series. 

Mr.  Cooney,  pastor  of  Emory,  Md., 
UMC,  wrote  in  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference  edition  of  the  Reporter  that 
he  was  initially  delighted  that  a  clergy¬ 
man  would  actually  be  the  star  of  a  TV 
series.  But  the  delight  was  shortlived,  he 
said. 

"The  inevitable  happened,’’  Mr. 


Cooney  wrote.  “The  priest  solved  prob¬ 
lems  just  like  all  the  other  heroes  of  Hol¬ 
lywood— violently.  Vocation  makes  little 
difference.  When  the  going  got  tough, 
Blake  relied  on  his  strong  arms  instead 
of  God’s. 

“The  message  was  painfully  clear. 
The  peaceful,  loving  cleric  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  friend  in  times  of  calm  and  minor 
turmoil.  But  the  real  helper  has  fists  and 
the  ability  to  use  them. 

“I  am  not  surprised  really.  ...  No 
script  writer  would  allow  Robert  Blake 
to  say,  ‘You  may  kill  me  but  I  will  not 
kill  you.’  Power  through  suffering  and 


reconciliation  may  sell  Bibles  but  not 
movie  tickets  or  prime  time  TV,”  the 
Maryland  pastor/reviewer  said. 

Clergy  consultant  advocated 

Dr.  Weist  said  the  main  complaint  he 
has  heard  came  from  Los  Angeles  clergy 
who  said  they  wish  Mr.  Blake’s  produc¬ 
tion  company  would  hire  a  clergy  con¬ 
sultant  to  help  the  show  be  a  little  more 
authentic. 

“Some  episodes  like  the  one  with  the 
goat  and  the  little  boy  have  been  quite 
sensitive,”  he  said.  “But  others  leave  you 
shaking  your  head  saying  it  couldn’t  hap¬ 
pen  like  that.” 

Dr.  Weist  said  he  was  pleased  that  the 
production  company  had  asked  the  Rev. 
Roland  Brammeier,  the  local  United 
Methodist  district  superintendent,  for  coun¬ 
sel  on  some  urban  issues  religious  groups 
are  confronting. 

Mr.  Blake  acknowledged  in  an  Associ¬ 
ated  Press  interview  this  month  that  Fa¬ 
ther  Hardstep  is  not  meant  to  be  like  a 
real  priest.  A  real  priest  like  that  quickly 
would  get  a  summons  from  his  bishop,  he 
said. 

Nonetheless,  Mr.  Blake  said  he  creat¬ 
ed  a  show  revolving  around  a  priest  be¬ 
cause  he  wanted  to  do  something 
spiritual.  “There’s  never  been  a  success¬ 
ful  show  on  radio  or  television  about  re¬ 
ligion  or  spirituality,”  he  said.  “NBC  told 
me  that  ‘our  computers  tell  us  this  show 
doesn’t  have  a  prayer  in  hell.’  ” 

Asked  if  he  considers  himself  a  spiri¬ 
tual  person,  Mr.  Blake  answered:  “Yeah, 
I  think  I  am.  I  don’t  think  all  of  this  is 
some  sort  of  accidental  joke.  I’m  not  a 
regular  churchgoer.  I  was  raised  in  the 
Catholic  church  until  I  was  15,  but  I  don’t 
go  any  more.” 

He’s  hoping,  however,  to  continue 
spending  a  lot  of  his  workdays  in  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church. 


UM  churches  co-star  with  Dylan ,  Kleenex,  Motown 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.— In  this  town,  any  building  with  a 
spire  can  aspire  to  a  film  career. 

TV  shows  and  movies  may  not  devote  much  time  to  reli¬ 
gion,  but  they  often  need  churches  for  bit  parts. 

United  Methodist  churches  in  the  vicinity  have  been  win¬ 
ning  their  share  of  screen  tests. 

Los  Feliz  United  Methodist  Church  was  chosen  for  a  cam¬ 
eo  role  in  a  potential  TV  special  when  somebody  from  the 
“industry”  drove  by  and  liked  its  “natural”  looks. 

“They  said  they  liked  our  facade  because  it  immediately 
looks  like  a  church  to  anybody  in  any  part  of  the  country,” 
said  the  pastor. 

The  small  congregation,  however,  isn’t  exactly  average. 
The  pastor  is  a  woman,  the  Rev.  Holly  Reinhart-Marean, 
and  the  members  sometimes  worship  together  but  usually 
divide  themselves  between  services  in  Korean  and  English. 

The  hour-long  TV  special  made  at  Los  Feliz  UMC  is  a 
string  of  Motown  music  videos  that  uses  period  music  to  fol¬ 
low  the  life  of  a  red  Mustang  convertible  car  for  20  years, 
Ms.  Reinhart-Marean  said.  Los  Feliz  UMC  appears  early  in 
the  video  as  a  black  Baptist  church  in  Detroit  where  a  bride 
and  groom  are  given  the  shiny,  new  car  in  1965. 

The  Asbury  UMC  building  in  Los  Angeles  has  been  work¬ 


ing  fulltime  as  a  Catholic  church  in  the  NBC  series  Hell 
Town  (see  story  above). 

And  just  a  mile  from  Los  Feliz  UMC,  First  UMC  of  Holly¬ 
wood  is  a  veteran  actor. 

“We  just  had  a  crew  in  the  sanctuary  filming  a  wedding 
scene  for  a  Kleenex  commercial,”  a  church  secretary  said 
when  the  Reporter  called. 

For  years,  all  Sunday  school  rooms  at  Hollywood’s  First 
UMC  have  been  equipped  for  weekday  use  as  rehearsal 
rooms. 

The  church  has  a  large  auditorium  that  can  accommodate 
major  production  rehearsals. 

The  congregation  has  an  administrator  to  juggle  schedules 
and  payments  that  accrue  from  various  uses  of  the  building. 

The  church’s  gymnasium  played  an  important  role  in  the 
blockbuster  hit  movie,  Back  to  the  Future.  More  recently, 
Bob  Dylan  used  the  gym  for  his  first  music  videos. 

When  the  Night  Comes  Falling  From  the  Sky  features  Dy¬ 
lan  performing  at  the  gym  for  a  dance.  Emotionally  Yours 
picks  up  after  the  dance  with  Dylan  alone  in  the  gym. 

The  structure  of  First  UMC,  Holloywood,  was  built  for  a 
congregation  once  numbering  in  the  thousands.  Today,  wor¬ 
ship  services  draw  around  200,  but  membership  and  atten¬ 
dance  is  reported  rising  again. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


200  present  hymns  tentatively  deleted 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

CHICAGO  — The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  passed  an 
important  checkpoint  Oct.  14-15  when  it 
finished  reviewing  the  hymns  portion  of 
the  current  (1966)  Book  of  Hymns. 

Of  the  book’s  500-plus  hymns,  more 
than  300  are  tentatively  listed  for  reten¬ 
tion.  Another  200  or  so  are  listed  tenta¬ 
tively  for  deletion,  based  mainly  on  their 
apparent  low  usage. 

The  committee’s  editor,  the  Rev.  Carl¬ 
ton  R.  Young,  said  the  new  book  appears 
on  its  way  to  being  “the  most  radical  de¬ 
parture  from  traditional  Methodist  hym- 
nody  since  the  Civil  War.” 

He  defended  the  number  of  penciled- 
out  deletions  by  saying,  “If  we  don’t  de¬ 
lete  at  least  200,  it’s  not  a  revision.” 

80  ethnic  hymns  slated 

Dr.  Young,  summing  up  the  meeting, 
said  the  committee  is  “on  the  way”  to  an 
inclusive  hymnal. 

The  committee  agreed  in  principle  to 
include  80-plus  hymns  from  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  supplements  to  the  current  hym¬ 
nal.  These  include  60  Negro  spirituals 
and  other  songs  from  the  black  tradition 
from  Songs  of  Zion;  16  from  Celebremos, 
representing  the  Hispanic  tradition;  six 
from  Hymns  from  the  four  Winds,  repre¬ 
senting  the  Asian-American  tradition, 
and  one  representing  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  tradition. 

These,  added  to  the  proposed  reten¬ 
tions,  total  over  400  hymns  proposed  for 
inclusion  in  the  revised  hymnal. 

The  entire  hymn  output  of  Charles  and 
John  Wesley  remains  to  be  reviewed  as  a 
separate  category,  and  other  popular 
sources  of  Methodist  hymnody,  including 


the  Cokesbury  hymnal,  are  yet  to  be  re¬ 
viewed. 

All  hymns  under  consideration  must 
pass  several  more  checkpoints,  including 
language,  before  the  committee  can  fi¬ 
nally  approve  them. 

Language  guidelines  adopted 

The  committee  adopted  guidelines  to 
measure  language  of  traditional  hymns, 
which  Dr.  Young  defined  primarily  as 
language  based  on  the  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Bible  (1611)  or  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  (1549).  The  1984  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  instructed  the  Hymnal  Re¬ 
vision  Committee  “to  respect  the 
language  of  traditional  hymns"  in  the 
current  book. 

A  unified  definition  of  “respect”  has 
eluded  the  25-member  committee.  None¬ 
theless,  the  Wesleyan  quadrilateral  of 
Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and  experi¬ 
ence  and  "sensitivity  to  our  participation 
in  the  ecumenical  church”  were  estab¬ 
lished  as  basic  tests  for  language  of  tra¬ 
ditional  hymns. 

Inclusive  forms  of  address  are  to  be 
used  for  persons.  And  “the  poet’s  origi¬ 
nal  language”  for  God— all  three  per¬ 
sons— is  to  be  used  “in  most  instances,” 
substituting  for  “unnecessarily  repeated 
gender  metaphors,  nouns  and  pronouns.” 

Texts  of  traditional  hymns  will  be  ex¬ 
amined  to  determine  what  they  state  or 
imply  about  “care  of  God’s  creation,” 
human  rights,  international  understand¬ 
ing  and  cooperation,  eradication  of  war 
and  establishment  of  justice  and  peace. 
Language  of  traditional  hymns  which  is 
judged  discriminatory  or  not  in  accord 
with  the  United  Methodist  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  “should  be  altered  or  deleted,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  guidelines. 

These  guidelines  apply  only  to  tradi¬ 


tional  hymns  or  new  hymns  written  in 
traditional  language.  Other  guidelines 
will  be  established  to  measure  language 
of  new  material  to  be  considered  by  the 
committee. 

In  addition  to  adopting  language 
guidelines,  the  committee  established  a 
subcommittee  to  recommend  where, 
within  the  book’s  overall  hymn  section 
structure,  certain  hymns  might  be 
placed. 

A  proposed  structure  chart  recom¬ 
mended  the  hymn  section  be  divided  into 
five  parts  with  the  working  titles  of: 

•  The  glory  of  God. 

•  The  grace  of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  The  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

•  The  community  of  the  church. 

•  A  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth. 

1989  sales  eyed 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
which  has  the  responsibility  to  publish  and 
promote  any  new  hymnal,  presented  a  de¬ 
tailed  promotion  and  production  plan, 
complete  with  deadlines. 

The  Publishing  House’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  Robert  Feaster,  said  plans  are 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  1988 
General  Conference  will  adopt  the  Hym¬ 
nal  Revision  Committee  report.  The  re¬ 
port  is  expected  to  feature  the  entire 
contents  of  the  proposed  hymnal  with  a 
paperback  cover  rather  than  permanent 
hardboard. 

The  Publishing  House  is  shooting  for 
first-year  (1989-90  fiscal  year)  sales  of 
2.5  to  3  million  copies.  The  current  hym¬ 
nal  sold  some  3  million  copies  in  its  first 
year. 

Following  the  pattern  begun  in  its  first 
meeting  in  1984,  the  committee  heard 


from  invited  consultants. 

Bringing  the  ecumenical  perspective 
was  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

Ms.  Powers  offered  the  committee  a 
list  of  “do’s”  and  “don’ts.”  Among  other 
things,  she  admonished  the  committee: 

•  "Don't  try  to  satisfy  everyone.  You 
are  pedagogues,  not  politicians.” 

•Don’t  approach  the  assignment  “as 
if  marketing  is  your  primary  concern. 
You  are  teaching  the  Christian  faith,  not 
denominationalism.  ” 

•  Do  comb  other  hymnals  for  the  best 
that  is  in  them. 

•Give  the  same  attention  to  today’s 
writers  as  to  Wesley.  “Contemporary 
writers  wear  no  denominational  labels.” 
She  named  several,  including  Fred  Pratt 
Green,  Brian  Wrenn  (who  addressed  the 
committee  the  following  day)  and  Fred 
Conn. 

•  Include  a  minimum  of  hymns  which 
focus  on  popular  piety. 

•  Include  a  greater  variety  of  hymns, 
including  eucharistic  (communion) 
hymns  “which  are  celebrative  rather 
than  penitential.” 

She  said  she  hoped  the  committee 
would  give  the  1988  General  Conference 
an  interim  report  and  ask  for  a  four-year 
extension  to  complete  its  task.  Asked  lat¬ 
er  during  a  question  and  answer  period 
to  explain  what  she  thought  would  be 
gained  by  that,  she  said,  “You  can  ex¬ 
plore  more  options  . . .  help  the  church 
become  accustomed  to  your  task  ...  in¬ 
clude  more  people  in  your  study.”  She 
said  an  additional  four  years  would  also 
>help  the  committee  “learn  in  an  ecu¬ 
menical  dialogue  and  grow  together.” 


politics 

to  extend  his  three-month  study  leave 
into  a  six-month  sabbatical.  He  said  he 
wanted  to  use  the  additional  time  to 
work  on  a  book  based  on  his  biblical 
studies  while  at  Scarritt. 

The  current  study  leave  is  scheduled 
to  end  in  mid-November. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  his  departure 
from  politics  would  allow  his  ministry  to 
“return  to  where  I  was  serving  before 
the  country  invited  me  into  political 
leadership." 

He  emphasized  that  he  had  not  sought 
political  influence.  He  said  he  had  reluc¬ 
tantly  responded  to  the  call  of  the  Rho¬ 
desian  people  in  1971. 

“But  I  am  not  shutting  my  mouth  on 
justice,”  Bishop  Muzorewa  said.  "If  I  am 
asked  about  an  issue,  I  will  give  a  piece  of 
my  mind.  I  will  talk  about  justice  not  as 
the  leader  of  a  party  but  as  a  church 
leader.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  he  did  not  know 
if  his  comments  might  lead  to  his  arrest 
when  he  returned  to  Zimbabawe 

“I  just  live  as  I  go,”  he  said.  “If  they 
(government  officials)  arrest  me,  they 
arrest  me.  If  not,  I  do  my  work.  They  are 
unpredictable.” 

The  Mugabe  government  once  de¬ 
tained  the  bishop  without  charges  for 
nearly  a  year. 

Not  deserting  party 

In  a  two-page  letter  to  his  party’s 
leadership,  Bishop  Muzorewa  said  he 
wanted  the  members  to  know  he  wasn’t 
"deserting"  them. 

"But  I  want  to  assure  you  that  I  am 
doing  this  in  good  faith  as  an  absolutely 
necessary  step  to  take  at  this  stage  in  the 
political  development  of  our  country,” 
he  wrote. 

Mr.  Mugabe  has  been  striving  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  one-party  political  system, 
Bishop  Muzorewa  said.  The  bishop  urged 
party  members  to  remain  “faithful  and 
loyal  to  the  party’s  central  ideas  or  polit¬ 
ical  philosophy  of  seeking  our  freedom 
and  democracy  in  a  non-violent  man¬ 
ner.” 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  he  was  leaving 
Zimbabwean  politics  “with  a  sad  and 
bleeding  heart.” 

Political  oppression  charged 

That  was  not  because  he  wasn’t  prime 
minister,  he  wrote,  “but  because  I  am 
leaving  you  with  a  country  . .  where, 
even  as  I  write  this  letter,  some  of  you 
continue  to  suffer  violent  recrimina¬ 
tions.” 

Those  recriminations  include  “des¬ 
truction  of  your  personal  property,  loss 
of  jobs,  life  and  all  forms  of  freedoms 
that  we  hoped  would  have  been  obtained 
'by  liberation,”  he  wrote. 

In  the  three-page  letter  to  Mr.  Mu¬ 
gabe,  Bishop  Muzorewa  urged  the  prime 
minister  to  implement  civil  liberties  that 
black  leaders  had  envisioned  after  white 
rule  ended  in  1979. 

Missouri-area  bishop 
‘can’t  lose’  in  Series 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS— This  year’s  all-Missouri 
baseball  World  Series  (St  Louis  vs.  Kansas 
City)  could  have  put  self-described  “sports 
nut”  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  in  a  bind. 

But  he  didn’t  let  it  “I  can’t  lose,"  he  said. 

The  bishop  said  he  roots  for  both  the 
American  League  champion  Kansas  City 
Royals  and  the  National  League  champi¬ 
on  St.  Louis  Cardinals  during  the  regular 
season. 

The  Cardinals’  home  is  in  the  Missouri 
East  conference,  the  Royals’  in  the  Mis¬ 
souri  West.  Bishop  Handy  supervises  both 
conferences  as  head  of  the  Missouri  Area. 

The  bishop  said  he  "all  but  prayed  for” 
an  Missouri  championship.  But  he  said 
church  business  away  from  the  state 
would  prevent  him  from  seeing  any  of 
the  games  in  person. 

“I’ll  have  to  watch  all  the  games  on 
TV  like  most  folks,”  Bishop  Handy  said. 
“Maybe  that’s  better  for  me. 
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Peggy  Hutchison  Philip  Willis-Conger 

Trial  takes 
ironic  twist 

Sanctuary  defense 
to  use  secret  tapes 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

TUCSON,  ARIZ. -The  trial  set  to  be¬ 
gin  this  week  of  12  church  workers— in¬ 
cluding  two  United  Methodists  indicted 
for  giving  sanctuary  to  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  refugees— took  an  unexpected  and 
ironic  twist  even  before  the  trial  began. 

During  pretrial  hearings  on  Oct.  14, 
federal  prosecutors  said  they  would  not 
use  as  evidence  tape  recordings  of 
church  meetings  where  sanctuary  plans 
were  being  discussed.  The  tapes  were  se¬ 
cretly  made  by  paid  government  infil¬ 
trators. 

An  earlier  court  ruling  permitting  the 
tapes  to  be  used  as  evidence  had  been 
harshly  criticized  by  church  representa¬ 
tives  as  a  serious  breach  of  church-state 
separation. 

The  decision  not  to  use  the  tapes  was 
particularly  surprising  because  Donald 
Reno,  the  special  assistant  U.  S.  attorney 
in  charge  of  the  prosecution,  had  said  he 
would  build  his  case  primarily  on  them. 

Ironically,  defense  attorneys  now  say 
they  probably  will  enter  the  tapes  as  evi¬ 
dence  themselves.  Attorney  Bob  Hirsh 
told  U.  S.  District  Court  Judge  Earl  Car- 
roll,  “We  feel  the  tapes  will  show  that  no 
conspiracy  existed.  " 

Peggy  Hutchison  and  Philip  Willis- 
Conger  are  the  United  Methodists  among 
the  12  defendants.  Ms.  Hutchison  specu¬ 
lated  that  the  decision  not  to  use  the 
tapes  resulted  from  the  realization  by 
government  attorneys  that  the  record¬ 
ings  contained  information  that  would 
damage  the  government’s  case. 

Ms.  Hutchison,  who  has  read  tran¬ 
scripts  of  the  91  tapes,  said  they  contain 
recordings  of  refugees  studying  the  Book 
of  Exodus  and  telling  stories  about  their 
lives  as  refugees,  conditions  in  their 
homeland  and  why  they  came  to  the 
United  States. 

“The  prosecution  probably  just  decid¬ 
ed  it  did  not  want  to  open  all  of  that  up 
to  the  jury,”  Ms.  Hutchison  said. 

The  Rev.  John  Fife,  a  Presbyterian 
minister  from  Tucson  and  a  defendant  in 
the  case,  said,  "I  think  Mr.  Reno  realized 
the  tapes  made  our  case  and  not  his.” 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  profes¬ 
sor  of  Christian  ethics  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
in  Washington,  said,  “It  was  an  absolute 
outrage  to  tape  sessions  in  the  first 
place.  I’m  pleased  they’re  apparently 
not  going  to  use  them.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  added,  however,  that  he 
is  “still  outraged”  that  government  at¬ 
torneys  are  going  to  rely  “on  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  a  paid  informant  who  lied  about 
his  reason  for  being  in  the  church.  That 
was  basically  dishonest  and  not  the  kind 
of  relationship  that  should  exist  between 
the  church  and  the  state.” 

In  earlier  testimony  given  to  the  court, 
Dr.  Wogaman  said  that  "if  even  one  item 
derived  from  secret  infiltration  of  the 
churches  is  received  into  evidence  in  the 
present  case,  the  churches  of  America 
will  be  on  notice  that  they  now  confront 
a  new,  unseen  danger  to  their  liberties, 
and  the  law  enforcement  agencies  will 
be  given  license  to  proceed  much  more 
deeply  on  this  dangerous  path.” 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Advanced  studios  equip  young  men 
and  women  lor  ministry  in  pastoral, 
missionary,  evangelistic  and  educa¬ 
tional  service  to  serve  the  Church,  to 
reach  the  world  with  the  compassion 
of  Christ.  Choose  Asbury.  Get  an 
edge  on  excellence  in  ministry. 
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Ordaining  women  said  more  important  than  unity 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Managing  Editor 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— The  proposed  offi¬ 
cial  34-page  United  Methodist  response 
to  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  histor¬ 
ic  document,  Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry,  is  on  its  way  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

If  the  bishops  leave  the  response  more 
or  less  intact,  the  world  ecumenical  body 
will  learn  that  United  Methodists  don’t 
accept  every  jot  and  tittle  of  the  document 
the  world  body  adopted  in  1982  in  Lima, 
Peru  —  never  mind  that  it  was  50  years  in 
the  making  and  never  mind  that  the  WCC 
agency  which  completed  it  is  chaired  by  a 
United  Methodist,  the  Rev.  John  Deschner 
of  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

The  WCC  will  learn  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  take  particular  exception  to  the 
world  council’s  understanding  of  the  or¬ 
dination  of  women. 

The  United  Methodist  response  finds 
the  WCC  statement  on  this  subject  “re¬ 
grettably  equivocal.” 

“On  this  issue  a  deep  gulf  separates 
the  churches  which  ordain  women  to 
ministry  from  those  which  do  not,”  the 
United  Methodist  response  says.  "Just  as 
the  Roman  Catholic  and  Orthodox 
churches  have  allowed  no  concession  to 
ordaining  women,  we  Wesleyans  allow 
no  refusal  to  do  so  . . .” 

The  WCC  has  not  asked  its  member 
communions  to  adopt  Baptism,  Eucha¬ 
rist  and  Ministry  but  simply  to  “receive” 
the  document  into  their  own  denomina¬ 
tional  lives. 


The  Council  of  Bishops  had  asked  the 
denomination’s  ecumenical  agency,  for¬ 
mally  named  the  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns,  to  lead  the  United  Methodist  study 
of  the  document  and  to  draft  a  response. 

The  ecumenical  agency  completed  its 
assignment  by  adopting  the  proposed  of¬ 
ficial  response  during  its  Oct.  11-13 
semiannual  meeting. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

EVANSTON,  Ill— Two  women  who  op¬ 
erated  separately  under  assumed  identi¬ 
ties  played  unusual  roles  during  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ecumenical  agency  semian¬ 
nual  meeting  (see  story  above) . 

One  is  a  nationally-known  Presbyteri¬ 
an  laywoman,  Dorothy  Barnard  of  St. 
Louis.  What  made  Ms.  Barnard’s  contri¬ 
bution  unusual  was  that  she  had  been  the 
official  United  Methodist  delegate  at  the 
recent  General  Convention  of  The  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Coming  from  a  tradition  which  does 
not  have  bishops,  she  described  in  color¬ 
ful  detail  the  Episcopalians’  election  of 
their  new  presiding  bishop,  the  Rev.  Ed¬ 
mond  Lee  Browning  of  Hawaii. 

She  said  she  was  ribbed  by  Presbyteri¬ 
ans  attending  the  Episcopal  convention 
as  official  observers  of  their  own  tradi¬ 
tion.  "They  saw  the  ‘United  Methodist’ 
on  my  badge  and  thought  I  had  sold  out,” 
she  said,  laughing. 


The  Council  of  Bishops  has  scheduled 
one  hour  during  its  Nov.  11-15  meeting  in 
Wichita,  Kan.,  to  receive  the  report  from 
the  ecumenical  agency.  Also  the  bishops 
will  hear  three  of  their  own  number  ana¬ 
lyze  the  individual  sections  of  the  WCC 
document:  Bishop  George  Bashore  of  the 
Boston  Area  on  baptism,  Bishop  Lloyd 
Knox  of  the  Birmingham  Area  on  eucha- 
rist  (communion),  and  Bishop  David 


Ms.  Barnard,  an  ordained  elder  in  her 
local  church,  Bonhomme  Presbyterian 
Church  in  St.  Louis,  was  moderator  (pre¬ 
siding  officer)  of  her  denomination’s  an¬ 
nual  assembly  in  1981-82.  One 
commission  member  told  Ms.  Barnard 
that  her  representing  United  Methodism 
at  the  Episcopal  convention  was  “the 
most  impressive  ecumenical  thing  we 
have  done  in  a  long  time.” 

She  and  another  non-United  Methodist, 
Bishop  Vinton  Anderson  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  are  full 
voice-and-vote  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
by  virtue  of  1984  General  Conference  ac¬ 
tions  creating  two  ecumenical  positions 
on  the  agency. 

The  other  unusual  contribution  to  the 
ecumenical  agency  was  an  evening’s  en¬ 
tertainment  by  a  United  Methodist  dea¬ 
coness,  Margie  Brown. 


Lawson  of  the  Wisconsin  Area  on  minis¬ 
try. 

The  strongest  exception  which  the 
United  Methodist  draft  takes  to  Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry  is  on  the  issue  of 
ordination  of  women: 

“So  strongly  are  we  ..convinced  that 
God  is  calling  both  women  and  men  to 
ministry,  and  that  willingness  to  ordain 
women  is  required  if  we  are  to  remain 


She  is  a  professional  clown  and  mime, 
working  on  a  doctoral  degree  from  the 
Graduate  Theological  Union  in  Berkeley, 
Calif. 

Creating  a  clown’s  greasepaint 
“mask”  even  as  she  talked,  she  told  Bi¬ 
ble  stories  ranging  from  Genesis  to  Rev¬ 
elations.  She  illustrated  some  stories 
with  slides  of  black  and  white  shots  from 
old  movies.  She  identified  a  picture  of 
the  Marx  brothers  as  “Peter,  Andrew, 
James  and  John”  and  a  picture  of  The 
Three  Stooges  as  “three  lesser-known 
disciples.”  Other  pictures  showed  Laurel 
and  Hardy,  W.  C.  Fields,  Mae  West  and 
Charlie  Chaplin  as  various  biblical  char¬ 
acters. 

She  interspersed  her  performance 
with  solos  and  group  songs,  the  most  sur¬ 
prising  of  which  matched  the  words  of 
“Amazing  Grace”  to  the  tune  better 
known  as  "Ghost  Riders  in  the  Sky.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


faithful  to  our  understanding  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  that  we  cannot  allow  any  prospect 
that  ordination  of  women  could  be  given 
up  for  the  sake  of  unity.” 

In  discussion  on  this  section,  one  com¬ 
mission  member  declared,  "I  am  not  go¬ 
ing  into  union  with  the  Greek  Orthodox 
and  leave  my  sister  clergy  behind.”  An¬ 
other  member  said  the  issue  is  not  gen¬ 
der  but  mutual  recognition  of  ministries. 
(Historically,  Catholic  and  Orthodox 
churches  have  not  ordained  women  to 
the  ministry). 

Gender  is  the  clear  point,  however,  in 
one  other  United  Methodist  exception  to 
the  WCC  language.  The  United  Methodist 
document  says  Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry  "was  written  in  traditional  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Church  . . .  restricted  at  cer¬ 
tain  points  to  a  masculine  and 
male-dominated  vocabulary.  This  not 
only  restricts  the  concept  of  ordained 
ministry  to  men,  but  it  conveys  a  sexist 
image  of  God.” 

Other  issues  in  the  WCC  document 
which  concern  United  Methodists  were 
identified  for  the  ecumenical  agency  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  a  veteran  of 
ecumenical  service  including  work  on 
the  WCC  staff  and,  as  of  this  year,  head 
of  the  Institute  of  Religion  at  the  Texas 
Medical  Center  in  Houston.  Dr.  Nelson 
was  principal  drafter  of  the  agency’s  34- 
page  response. 

The  Nelson-committee  draft  adopted 
by  the  ecumenical  agency  found  much  to 
commend  in  Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry.  The  WCC  document  is  de¬ 


scribed  as  representing  “a  significant 
convergence  of  belief  and  theological  un¬ 
derstanding”  by  Christians. 

The  denomination’s  ecumenical  agen¬ 
cy  expressed  pleasure  with  the  wide 
range  of  United  Methodist  response  to 
the  WCC  document.  According  to  the 
document,  these  included  discussions  by 
local  churches,  seminary  professors,  an 
appointed  theological  task  force,  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section  on  Wor¬ 
ship,  and  the  general  commission  itself. 

In  addition  to  final  action  on  the  World 
Council  document,  the  United  Methodist 
ecumenical  agency  also  received  two 
major  documents  from  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union.  A  report  on  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  actions  regarding  these  two  propos¬ 
als  will  appear  in  a  subsequent  issue  of 
the  Reporter. 

In  other  business  the  commission  cele¬ 
brated  the  ministry  and  mourned  the 
loss  of  the  Rev.  Warren  Jacobs.  Mr.  Ja¬ 
cobs,  an  associate  general  secretary 
with  special  portfolio  for  Christian-Jew- 
ish  relations,  died  in  July  of  a  heart  at¬ 
tack  at  age  41. 

The  commission  also  thanked  another 
associate  general  secretary,  Naomi  P.F. 
Southard,  who  leaves  Nov.  1  to  become 
staff  head  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Asian  American  United  Methodists. 

A  search  process  has  begun  to  replace 
the  two  associates.  The  losses  reduced 
the  commission’s  professional  staff  to 
two— General  Secretary  Robert  Huston 
and  Associate  General  Secretary  Jeanne 
Audrey  Powers. 


Women  perform  6 assumed  identity 9  roles 


Pornography  conference  ready 
for  tensions,  seeks  registrations 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  uneasy  coalition  of  liberal  femi¬ 
nists  and  conservative  evangelicals 
sponsoring  the  United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ence  on  “Pornography,  Violence  and 
Christian  Values”  is  trying  to  fill  the  150 
participant  spaces  still  available  for  the 
two-day  conference. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  and  representatives  of  liberal  and 
conservative  United  Methodist  groups 
together  have  planned  the  Nov.  22-23 
conference  on  the  campus  of  Asbury  Col¬ 
lege  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 

There  is  space  available  for  300  par¬ 
ticipants  but' only  150  people  have  regis¬ 
tered  so  far,  said  Dr.  Beverly  Jackson, 
director  of  the  department  of  human 
welfare  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety. 

Determining  how  many  are  coming 
has  been  made  a  bit  difficult  by  the  fact 
that  the  Good  News  caucus  of  "evangeli¬ 
cals”  and  the  National  Federation  for 
Decency  have  sent  out  their  own  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  official  registration. 

The  150-registration  estimate  is  based 
on  returns  to  those  groups  and  the  Board 


of  Church  and  Society. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  director  of 
the  National  Federation  for  Decency  and 
one  of  the  members  of  the  planning  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  conference,  said  the  dif¬ 
ferent  mailings  were  done  “because  we 
all  have  different  people  on  our  mailing 
lists  and  we  were  able  to  reach  more 
people.” 

He  said  the  separate  brochures  did  not 
indicate  that  the  groups  were  competing, 
but  were  simply  an  effort  "to  track 
which  constituencies  our  attendance  is 
coming  from.  The  forms  all  ultimately 
go  back  to  the  board.” 

The  effort  to  put  on  the  conference  has 
had  other  tensions,  something  planners 
say  probably  should  be  expected  consid¬ 
ering  their  diversity. 

“We  are  very  different  types  of  groups 
trying  to  pull  something  off  together  for 
a  change,"  James  S.  Robb,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Good  News,  told  Religious 
News  Service. 

The  choice  of  speakers  may  also  have 
caused  some  friction.  "Everybody’s  not 
going  to  like  every  speaker,”  said  Dr. 
Jackson. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion  $25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Blind  ad 
$10  00  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY.  Southern 

Methodist  University  announces  the  following 
opening:  Associate  Director  of  the  Intern  Pro¬ 
gram.  Principal  responsibility  is  supervising  and 
counseling  ministerial  interns  in  their  approved 
placements  in  local  churches  or  agencies  M.  Div. 
or  other  relevant  Master's  degree  required.  Non- 
tenurable  faculty  status.  Salary  negotiable  Posi¬ 
tion  open  as  of  June  1.  1986  Address  inquiries  and 
applications  to  Prof.  H.  Neill  McFarland.  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  S.M.U.,  Dallas.  TX  75275  by 
January  15.  1986  Southern  Methodist  University  is 
an  equal  opportunity/Title  IX/affirmative  action 
employer 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  NEEDED  for  1600  member 
church.  Emphasis  on  membership  development 
and  care.  Excellent  opportunity  to  develop  a  com¬ 
prehensive  membership  program.  Salary  negotia- 
ble.  Send  resume  to  Rev  W.  O  Lynch.  Jr..  Aurora 
UMC,  3300  Eton.  New  Orleans.  LA  70114 

CHURCH  OF  2400  members  needs  Business  Man¬ 

ager  Supervisory  skills,  organizational  ability,  fa- 
milairitv  with  accounting,  and  computer  desired. 
Church  experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to  Pastor,  1799  Woodland  Hills.  King- 
wood.  TX  77339.  ! 

•  FREE:  GULBRANSEN  MODEL  E  electronic 

church  organ.  Good  condition;  some  stops  need 
work.  Manufacture  date:  ca.  1958.  Covenant  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  20301  Pleasant  Ridge  Drive, 
Gaithersburg,  MD  20879!"  ! 

PART-TIME  POSITION  -  Mutual  Ministry  Coor- 

dinator  for  University  of  South  Florida  Liberal 
Arts  Degree  required,  oral  and  written  communi¬ 
cation  skills,  commitment  to  total  ministry  of 
church,  spiritual  maturity  and  enthusiasm.  Prima¬ 
ry  responsibility  interpreting  and  promoting  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  in  local  church  community  Position 
available  immediately  Write:  Dr.  Paul  Johnson. 
CTR  2551-USF.  Tampa.  FL  33620 

FOR  SALE  -  1980  Model  5  Elliott  Addressing  Ma- 
chine  —  Electronic  selectivity,  storage  unit  20 
stencil  trays,  supplies.  $300  00,  flexible.  Contact 
Business  Manager  (214)  327-9351.  ; 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  per  week,  $400 
four  weeks,  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynes- 
ville,  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067 

FREE  INFORMATION  ON  new  parenting  pro¬ 
gram  —  including  video,  and  drama  in  worship 
From:  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E  Lin¬ 
coln  Drive,  Phoenix.  AZ  85016  (602)  955-8554 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodist  friends 

and  families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation!  Write  P  O. 
Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL  60204.  | 

A  COUNTRY  CHRISTMAS”  craft  bazaar  featur¬ 
ing  baby  items,  personalized  gifts.  Christmas 
goodies,  baked  goods,  more  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  November  9.  9:00—2:00.  300  North  Gal- 
loway.  Mesquite.  TX. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  Scott's  Run  Settle¬ 
ment  House,  Inc  located  in  Osage.  WV  Scott's 
Run  Settlement  House  is  a  project  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  A  college  degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  is  necessary  All  applications  will  be  accept¬ 
ed  regardless  of  race,  sex  or  color  For  more 
information  write:  Mrs.  Pearl  Kyre.  416  Kentucky 
Avenue.  Fairmont,  WV  26554 

ASSISTANT  TO  SR  PASTOR  Responsibilities  in 
visitation,  young  adult  ministries,  etc.,  in  a  vital, 
growing.  1500  member  church  in  downtown  Tam¬ 
pa  Send  resume  to  Hyde  Park  UMC.  500  W  Platt 

St  Tampa.  FL  33606.  c/o  Dr  Richard  W  Rohrer 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music  and  V  outh  for 

growing  church  of  550  members  Position  open 
June  1  Send  picture  and  resume  to  St.  John  United 
Methodist  Church.  2160  Griffith  Avenue  Owens- 
boro.  KY  42301 

ISRAEL  $749  APRIL  22  Second  week  optional  ex- 
tention  visits  many  Old  Testament  sites  and  Eilat 
possibly  Sinai.  John  Vorwerck.  5303  Todd.  Balti¬ 
more,  MD  21206 

NAVAJO  MISSION  ADMINISTRATOR  Ninety- 
year-old  educational  mission  to  the  Navajo  people 
located  in  Farmington,  NM  is  seeking  an  adminis¬ 
trator  to  plan,  direct,  and  coordinate:  relationships 
with  the  Navajo  Academy  (college  prepatory  high 
school  for  gifted  Navajo  students),  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  with  the  Navajo  community; 
responsibility  for  student  dorm  life,  chapel  and  spiri¬ 
tual  life  program.  Christian  education  resource  de¬ 
velopment  farm  land  use.  social  service  programs, 
work  camp  and  volunteer  relations;  and  supervision 
of  property  maintenance  and  improvement  and  per¬ 
sonnel  financial  management  and  fund  raising.  Ap¬ 
plicants  are  required  to  have  a  masters  degree  in 
school  administration  or  equivalent  college  degree; 
minimum  of  two  years  experience  of  administering 
a  secondary  school  or  a  church  agency,  knowledge  of 
Native  American  and/or  Navajo  culture  and  histo¬ 
ry  and  be  able  to  effectively  communicate  the 
Christian  faith.  Salary  is  negotiable  and  benefits  are 

Sood.  Interested  persons  should  send  a  resume  to; 
lational  Division  GBGM.  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  325,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


SKI  COLORADO!  CONDOMINIUM  for  rent  in 

beautiful  mountain  village  of  Breckenridge.  Walk 
to  lifts,  restaurants,  shopping.  Sleeps  6  Lowest 
rates  available.  Please  call  early  to  reserve  (303) 
770-4750  


WILLIAMSBURG,  VA  UMC  seeks  Program  Direc¬ 

tor/Educator  for  January,  1986  1600  members. 
College  town.  Competitive  benefit  package.  Send 
resume  to  Search  Committee,  P  O  Box  BB,  23187. 
Church  will  send  descriptive  data 


CHURCH  &  COMMUNITY  WORKER  -  UMC  out¬ 
reach  program  with  refugees,  youth,  community. 
National  BOGM  funded.  Send  resumes  Project 
Outreach.  1520  Broad  St..  Providence.  RI  02905 


POSITION  OF  PROGRAM  Director  available  at 

The  United  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Jackson. 
Mississippi.  Apply  by  resume  only  Salary  will  be 
dependent  on  academic  training,  experience, 
background  and  expertise  of  the  candidate.  Dead¬ 
line  for  receiving  resume  is  November  15,  1985 
Position  to  be  filled  by  January  1,  1986  Reply  to 
Board  President  Allen  Bailey.  P.  O.  Box  36,  Jack- 
son,  MS  3920(1 


PUBLICATIONS  COORDINATOR  AND  Adminis¬ 
trator's  Secretary  3000  member  congregation  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  final  preparation  of  weekly 
newsletter  for  camera  /press.  Some  editing  and 
clip-art  work.  Responsbile  for  word  processing 
and  other  secretarial  tasks  for  Church  Business 
Administrator  Handles  all  administrative  aspects 
of  weddings.  Salary  range  512.000  to  $13,000  plus 
benefits.  Letter  application  with  3  references  to 
Adminstrator.  Pine  Castle  United  Methodist 
Church.  731  E  Fairlane  Ave  .  Orlando.  FL  32809 
RNs  NEEDED  FULL-TIME.  Full  benefits.  ADNs 

and  BSNs  accepted.  Call  Mrs  Nester  (606)  598- 
5135.  Redbird  Mountain  Medical  Center.  Beverly, 
KY  40913. 


ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  for  Church 

and  Community  Ministries,  with  M.P  responsibil¬ 
ity.  Contact  Baltimore  Conference  COM  Director. 
5124  Greenwich  Avenue,  Baltimore,  MD  21229 
(301)  233-7300  by  November  1. 


FOR  SALE  BALDWIN  Cinema  III  Theater  Organ, 

solid  walnut  Four  years  old  Like  new.  $7  000  Call 
Sandra  Smith  (504)  766-6406  


FOR  SALE:  50  GOLD  choir  robes  and  50  dark 
green  choir  robes.  Please  call  (214)  324-3661  for 
more  information 

DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  Christian  Educa¬ 

tion  needed  for  4200  member  church  with  large, 
active  church  school  program  Salary  negotiable 
Position  open  January  1  Send  resume  to  Dr  Ken¬ 
neth  R  Reed.  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church.  10230  Mollylea.  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70815 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  needed  at 
St  Paul  s  United  Methodist  Church.  Monroe.  LA 
1,300  members  Salary  negotiable  Position  avail¬ 
able  immediately  Send  resume  to  the  Rev  W 
Dwight  Ramsey.  1901  Lexington.  Monroe.  LA 
71201. 


APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 
for  services.  Sally  &  El  Ministries.  P  O  Box  3031, 
Shiremanstown.  PA  17011  Members  National  As¬ 
sociation  United  Methodist  Evangelists  For  fur¬ 
ther  information  call  or  write  (717)  761-2378 


In  negotiations  over  the  conference 
program,  conservative  co-sponsors 
agreed  to  scheduling  Edward  Donner- 
stein,  a  research  scholar  at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Wisconsin,  as  a  speaker  only 
because  they  did  not  know  much  about 
him,  said  Mr.  Robb.  Later,  he  said,  they 
learned  that  “the  X-rated  videocassette 
industry  of  Australia  sent  him  on  a  tour 
of  that  country  lobbying  for  permissive 
laws  on  pornography.  He  has  also  gotten 
grants  from  the  Playboy  Foundation.  His 
view  is  that  pornography  is  O  K.  if  it’s 
not  violent. 

"That  could  be  a  legitimate  position,” 
he  added,  “but  it’s  not  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  position.  Our  position  is  that  all 
pornography  is  demeaning,  especially  to 
women.” 

Dr.  Jackson  said  the  planners  are  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  possibility  of  tensions 
erupting  between  participants  who  ap¬ 
proach  pornography  from  different  van¬ 
tage  points.  They  have  adapted  a  set  of 
guidelines  first  used  at  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  women’s  meeting  for  NGOs  (non¬ 
governmental  organizations)  as 
operating  procedures  at  the  Wilmore 
meeting. 

They  include  “respect  for  one  anoth¬ 
er’s  experience  and  views,"  efforts  to 
find  "a  common  goal  in  diversity,”  and  a 
rule  of  thumb  that  “the  major  portion  of 
time  should  be  devoted  to  discussion.” 
The  guidelines  also  specify  that  “each 
participant  should  have  the  chance  to  ex¬ 
press  his  or  her  views,”  that  “group  lead¬ 
ers  should  ensure  that  the  guidelines  are 
followed,”  and  finally  that  if  following 
the  guidelines  proves  impossible,  "lead¬ 
ers  may  call  for  a  pause  to  negotiate,  or 
formally  close  the  session.” 

Mr.  Robb  said  that  he  believed  agree¬ 
ment  among  the  sponsoring  groups  on 
the  subject  of  pornography  was  substan¬ 
tial,  though  they  have  skirmished  in 
church  meetings  over  other  issues. 

“My  impression  is  that  the  feminists 
and  the  people  like  us  (members  of  Good 
News  and  other  evangelicals)  agree  that 
pornography  is  bad  for  about  the  same 
reasons,”  he  said.  “It’s  demeaning  to 
women,  destructive  of  the  family,  and  it 
hurts  children.  It’s  only  a  lunatic  fringe 
that  thinks  it  doesn’t  matter  if  people 
are  exposed  to  these  things." 

The  cooperation  of  liberal  and  conser¬ 
vative  United  Methodists  in  sponsoring 
such  a  conference  is  demonstrating,  he 
said,  "that  the  fight  against  pornography 
is  not  an  ideological,  narrow  issue.  It’s  a 
fight  on  which  all  Christians  should  be 
able  to  agree.” 

Persons  desiring  more  information  or 
to  register  can  write  to  Dr.  Jackson, 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  100  Mary¬ 
land  Ave.  NE,  Washington  D.C.  20002. 


For  20  years  the  Commission  on  Religion  in  Appala¬ 
chia  has  worked  to  help  proud  Appalachians  find  their 


own  solutions  to  the  poverty  that  pervades  their  region 
covering  parts  of  several  states. 


Churches  fight  Appalachia  poverty 


From  Religous  News  Service 

LANCASTER,  Pa.— Breathitt  County 
lies  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  a  rural,  poverty-stricken  corner 
of  the  Bluegrass  State  that  has  been 
raped  by  strip  miners. 

But  Nancy  Cole,  a  65-year-old  moun¬ 
tain  woman,  hasn’t  let  that  get  her  down. 
She  and  her  neighbors  have  built  a  com¬ 
munity  center  and  have  established  com¬ 
munity  gardens  so  people  in  the  area 
would  have  something  to  eat.  They’ve 
also  built  homes. 

In  St.  Paul,  in  the  rugged,  mountain¬ 
ous,  southwest  corner  of  Virginia,  the 
Rev.  John  Rausch,  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  has  established  a  cooperative  that 
makes  blouses  and  shirts.  Forty-five 
workers  and  their  families  own  the  co-op 
and  support  themselves  from  its  pro¬ 
ceeds. 

A  power  company  in  Eastern  Ohio  told 
50  families  that  they  would  have  to  de¬ 
posit  thousands  of  dollars  before  the 
company  would  sell  them  electricity. 
Laura  Yeomans  and  her  Appalachian 
Ohio  Public  Interest  Coalition  persuaded 
the  state  public-utility  regulators  to  re¬ 
ject  the  electric  company’s  unreasonable 
requirements. 

All  of  these  projects  in  the  Appala¬ 
chian  region  of  the  United  States  were 
funded  by  a  little-known  ecumenical  co¬ 
alition  of  United  Methodists,  other  Prot¬ 
estants,  Roman  Catholics  and  Jews— the 
Commission  on  Religion  in  Appalachia. 


Modest-living  millionaire  leaves 
nearly  $4  million  to  UM  missions 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK -A  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  who  died  in  September  at  age  93 
left  about  $4  million  to  the  church. 

Cecil  C.  Lewellen  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Fla.,  left  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  $3. 75-million  for  mission 
work.  His  local  congregation.  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  St  Peters¬ 
burg,  received  $250,000. 

"We  are  grateful  for  Dr.  Lewellen’s 
gift  and  for  the  way  he  planned  his  finan¬ 
cial  affairs  so  that  Christian  witness 
may  be  strengthened  for  years  to  come,” 
said  the  Rev.  Randy  Nugent,  Global  Min¬ 
istries  chief  executive. 

"The  nurture  of  Dr.  Lewellen  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  churches  where  he  worshiped  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  strength  of  United 
Methodism's  connectional  system.  The 
example  of  modest  living  and  steward¬ 
ship  set  by  Dr.  Lewellen  is  a  reminder  of 
the  deep  commitment  of  the  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  mis¬ 
sion.” 

In  1977  Dr.  Lewellen  gave  $158,000  in 
stock  to  build  the  main  building  of  the 


Leesburg  Life  Enrichment  Center  of  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference.  The  grant 
honored  his  late  wife,  Tillie  Ernest 
Lewellen. 

Since  his  wife’s  death  in  1975,  Dr. 
Lewellen  lived  modestly  in  a  small 
apartment,  cooking  his  own  meals  and 
baking  his  bread.  His  social  life  centered 
around  Christ  Church.  He  helped  cook 
the  weekly  fellowship  suppers,  served  as 
usher  and  belonged  to  the  Fellowship 
Church  School  Class. 

Dr.  Lewellen,  who  retired  in  1946  as 
vice  president  of  a  chemical  company  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  managed  his  family  farm 
and  other  investments.  He  had  been  a 
Methodist  since  1926,  holding  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Palmyra  and  Mexico,  Mo., 
churches  before  transferring  to  the  Flor¬ 
ida  church  in  1968. 

Born  in  Laddonia,  Mo.,  May  8,  1892,  to 
a  farm  couple.  Dr.  Lewellen  attended  a 
private  academy  and  later  a  public  high 
school.  In  1914  he  entered  a  business  col¬ 
lege  in  St.  Louis  and  studied  bookkeeping 
and  stenotype. 


This  year  it  is  celebrating  its  20th  anni¬ 
versary. 

"The  commission  is  a  cooperative  or¬ 
ganization  that  ties  together  18  religious 
denominations  and  10  state  councils  of 
churches  in  a  ministry  directed  at  pover¬ 
ty  in  the  13-state  Appalachian  region,” 
explained  the  Rev.  Max  Glenn,  a  Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ  minister  and  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  first  director. 

The  commission  was  one  of  the  first 
large-scale  experiments  in  ecumenism 
in  the  United  States,  said  Shelley  Fara- 
baugh,  head  of  the  Catholic  Committee 
on  Appalachia,  the  major  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  group  in  the  commission. 

The  group  has  protested  Reagan-ad- 
ministration  cutbacks  of  federal  pro¬ 
grams  that  have  helped  Appalachia,  he 
said.  Those  programs  included  black- 
lung  benefits,  Supplemental  Security  In¬ 
come,  food  stamps  and  Medicaid. 

The  commission  also  tries  to  teach 
people  in  the  churches  that  support  the 
organization  about  Appalachia  and  the 
problems  there,  Mr.  Glenn  said. 

“The  money  for  CORA  comes  from  the 
denominations’  national  boards,’’  he 
said.  “But  the  main  purpose  of  CORA 
has  always  been  to  empower  the  people 
of  Appalachia  to  take  control  of  their 
own  lives  and  to  reverse  the  exploitation 
of  people  in  Appalachia  by  outsiders, 
something  that’s  been  going  on  for  a  long 
time  in  Appalachia." 

The  ecumenical  group  did  that  by 
completely  changing  the  way  ministry  is 
conducted  in  the  Appalachian  region,  he 
said. 

"Before  CORA,  the  various  religious 
denominations  sent  workers  into  Appala¬ 
chia,  but  they  came  from  the  church’s 
national  offices  to  do  something  for 
these  ‘poor  people,’  ”  Mr.  Glenn  said.  "It 


was  a  very  paternalistic  approach. 
CORA  organized  local  churches,  dioceses 
and  other  local  religious  groups,  rather 
than  bringing  in  ‘outsiders.’  ” 

Mr.  Glenn  said  two  events  led  to  the 
commission’s  founding: 

•  John  F.  Kennedy’s  1960  presidential 
campaign  trip  to  West  Virginia,  which 
brought  to  national  television  for  the 
first  time  the  poverty  in  the  region. 

•  A  massive  study  by  the  Ford  Founda¬ 
tion  that  showed  Appalachia  lagging  far 
behind  the  rest  of  the  country  in  educa¬ 
tion  and  standard  of  living. 

Sensitive  that  many  of  the  commission’s 
projects  have  been  located  in  Central 
and  Southern  Appalachia  (the  headquar¬ 
ters  is  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.),  the  group’s 
directors  are  opening  an  office  in  Zanes¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  to  serve  Northern  Appala¬ 
chia— New  York,  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio. 

“Many  problems  in  that  area  are  simi¬ 
lar-high  unemployment,  strip  mining,  a 
great  amount  of  land  ownership  by  out¬ 
siders,”  Mr.  Glenn  said. 

Over  the  years  the  commission  has 
been  responsible  for  many  success  sto¬ 
ries  in  Appalachia.  “But  the  main  goal 
has  always  been  to  help  the  people  to 
help  themselves,”  Mr.  Glenn  said. 


RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST 
Security  and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's 
most  temperate  climates.  Northern  California 
LAKE  PARK  RETIREMENT  RESIDENCE  offers 
spacious  apartments,  comprehensive  health  care, 
delicious  meals,  security,  companionship  and 
much  more  A  facility  of  Califorma-Nevada  Meth¬ 
odist  Homes.  For  a  brochure,  call  or  write  Lenette 
Speer.  Lake  Park.  1850  Alice  St..  Dept  MR.  Oak¬ 
land.  CA  94612  (415)  835-5511  _ 


INTRODUCTORY  KIT  $15 
BOX  77 

EL  PASO  ARK  72045 
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A  National  Meeting 
for  Conference  Leaders 
in  Age  Level  and 
Family  Ministries 


TO 

LOVE 
YOUR 
NEIGHBOR 

Sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
January  23-25, 1986  Nashville,  Tennessee 
For  more  information,  contact: 

Charlene  Johnson 

Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity 

General  Board  of  Discipleship 

P.O.  Box  840 

Nashville.  TN  37202 

(615)  327-2700 


© 


COME 

WITH  ME 

December  1-8, 1985 


COPENHAGEN 


All  for 

$595 


Includes: 

Air  fare 
6  nights  hotel 
City  tours 
Breakfasts 


Harriet  Pierce 
304  S.  Ferry  St. 
Ludington,  Mi.  49431 

Send  $125  deposit 
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Dillard  Honors  Bishop  Underwood  and  Louisiana  Methodism 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘Halloween  Dis-Invitation’ 


Yesterday  I  received  an  invitation 
to  a  Halloween  Party.  It  was  a  clever 
orange  card  with  a  black  cat  on  the 
front. 

Inside  was  DATE _ TIME - 

PLACE  _  GIVEN  BY  _ ,  fol¬ 

lowed  by  the  caricature  of  a  ghost 
and  a  pumpkin. 

However,  none  of  the  blanks  were 
filled  in.  No  date,  no  time,  no  place, 
no  indication  of  who  is  hosting  the 
party.  I  looked  on  the  envelope  for  a 
city  but  the  ink  had  been  ‘smeared.’ 

I’m  really  disappointed.  It’s  been  a 
long  time  since  I’ve  been  to  a  Hallow¬ 
een  Party  and  I  really  want  to  go.  But 
if  I  don’t  know  where  or  when,  then 
I’m  ‘stuck’  to  sitting  by  the  TV  or 
reading  a  book. 

Did  the  person  who  invited  me  real¬ 
ly  want  me  to  come?  Did  he/she  de¬ 
vise  a  way  to  invite  me  and  at  the 
same  time  make  sure  I  wouldn’t  be 
there?  Did  he/she  just  forget  to  fill  in 
the  blank? 

It’s  not  unusual  — 

A  song  with  words  that  have  no 
meaning  — 


A  sermon  that  leaves  you  with  a 
“what  am  I  supposed  to  do?” 

A  catalogue  with  beautiful  ‘goodies’ 
to  order  but  no  address 
(It  happened  to  me) 

A  committee  that  meets  but  never 
acts 

A  person  who  talks  but  never  does 
anything 

A  friend  who  invites  you  to  dinner 
“sometime” 

A  church  that  prays  for  the  ‘lost’  but 
never  cares  enough  to  ‘win’  them 
for  Christ 

The  list  is  endless  and  all  of  us  are 
guilty.  We  need  both  words  and  deeds, 
both  faith  and  action,  both  invitation 
and  clear  directions  on  how  to  get 
there. 

It’s  something  to  think  about. 


P.S.  I  hope  every  congregation  will 
receive  an  offering  for  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund  in  November. 


St.  Timothy  UMC 
Celebrates  10th  Anniversary 


St.  Timothy  in  Mandeville,  celebrated 
its  10th  anniversary  on  Sunday,  Septem¬ 
ber  22nd.  St.  Timothy  was  chartered  on 
September  21st,  1975,  for  the  first  new 
congregation  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  in  almost  20  years.  Over 
those  10  years,  the  membership  has 
grown  to  660.  The  church  is  a  vital  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  community,  providing  lead¬ 
ership  and  participation  in  such 
programs  as  Operation  Mainstream,  a 
literacy  program,  and  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity,  which  offers  home  repair  for 
persons  in  the  area. 

Rev.  Don  McDowell,  founding  pastor 
of  St.  Timothy,  preached  on  the  occasion 
and  is  pictured  here  with  his  wife  Caro¬ 
lyn  and  Gene  and  Kathi  Finnell,  Pastor 
and  Director  of  Education  and  Youth  re¬ 
spectively  at  St.  Timothy.  They  are  pic¬ 
tured  behind  a  rather  large  anniversary 
cake,  which  along  with  balloons,  music, 
dinner  and  an  enthusiastic  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  congregation  made  for  a  very 


festive  occasion. 


“St.  Timothy  has  established  a  won¬ 
derful  tradition  over  these  10  years,” 
said  Bob  Williamson,  Lay  Leader,  “and 
we  look  forward  to  being  a  dynamic, 
alive,  growing  congregation  for  years  to 
come.” 


Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
honored  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 
and  United  Methodism  during  an  ecu¬ 
menical  convocation  on  the  campus  Sun¬ 
day,  October  6. 

Activities  began  with  a  processional  of 
university  administrators  and  trustees, 
ministers  and  representatives  of  various 
religious  denominations,  city  and  state 
government  officials,  and  lay  people. 
During  the  convocation,  greetings  were 
delivered  by  New  Orleans  Civil  Sheriff 
Paul  Valteau  (a  1969  Dillard  graduate); 
Student  Government  Association  Presi¬ 
dent  Samuel  Bret  Sanders;  and  Dr.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  General  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
First  Vice-President  of  the  Dillard  Board 
of  Trustees.  Each  pointed  to  the  signifi¬ 
cant  ties  between  Dillard  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  each  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  Bishop  Underwood’s  dedication  to 
excellence  and  his  commitment  to  the 
church  and  to  higher  education. 

Dillard  has  a  historical  relationship 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church.  One 
of  its  predecessor  institutions,  New  Or¬ 
leans  University,  was  founded  by  the 
Freedman’s  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist 


Church. 

The  University  presented  Bishop  Un¬ 
derwood  with  the  first  Medal  of  Honor  in 
its  history.  In  making  the  presentation, 
Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  president  of 
Dillard,  said: 

“Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  we 
honor  you  today  not  only  for  what  you 
are,  not  only  for  your  magnificent 
achievements  as  a  servant  of  God  and 
humankind,  and  not  only  for  your  re¬ 
markable  life,  but  also  for  what  you 
continue  to  aspire  to  be,  your  haunt¬ 
ing  ideals,  daring  dreams,  and  soar¬ 
ing  aspirations.  As  Dr.  Benjamin  E. 
May  stated,  ‘Man  is  really  what  his 
dreams  are.  Man  is  what  he  aspires  to 
be.  Man  is  the  ideals  that  beckon  him 
on.  Man  is  the  integrity  that  keeps 
him  steadfast,  honest,  and  true.  Tell 
me  what  you  aspire  to  be,’  concluded 
Dr.  Mays,  ‘and  I  will  protect  your 
future.’ 

"So  we  also  honor  you  today,  Bishop 
Underwood,  for  your  vision,  your 
dreams,  your  ideals,  your  lofty  aims, 
your  noble  goals  of  striving,  your  in¬ 
tolerance  of  complacency,  your  pro¬ 
phetic  imagination  and  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  things  as  they 


are,  and  your  creative  restlessness. 
You  are  not  one  to  stand  still,  rest  on 
your  laurels,  mark  time,  or  bow  to 
the  deadly  forces  of  inertia,  stagna¬ 
tion  and  self-satisfaction.  Innovative, 
creative,  dynamic  and  inspired,  you 
are  always  going  somewhere.  Re¬ 
sponding  to  a  heightened  sense  of 
duty  and  a  great  vision,  you  are  con¬ 
stantly  in  search  of  the  higher  possi¬ 
bilities  of  history,  culture  and  destiny. 
Your  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. 

“You  are  gifted  with  an  inquiring 
mind,  an  exciting  imagination  and  a 
nobility  of  spirit.  You  are  multi-di¬ 
mensional:  Prophet,  ecclesiastical 
statesman,  administrator,  scholar, 
author,  concerned  citizen,  pastor,  pul¬ 
piteer,  friend,  agent  of  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  spirit,  and  mover  and  shaker.  You 
are  a  great  soul. 

“Your  life  reflects  the  unity  and  con¬ 
tinuity  of  faith  and  learning,  educa¬ 
tion  and  piety,  academic  excellence 
and  moral  integrity,  exploration  and 
affirmation,  knowledge  and  acknow¬ 
ledgement,  cognitive  power  and  wis¬ 
dom. 

“Timothy  Dwight  had  great  souls 
like  you  in  mind  when  he  wrote  the 
immortal  hymn:  ‘I  Love  Thy  King¬ 


dom  Lord.’  The  Kingdom  of  God  is  the 
great  passion  of  your  life,  your 
‘magnificent  obsession.’  Thank  you 
for  your  life  and  for  your  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

"Therefore,  as  President  of  Dillard 
University,  and  by  virtue  of  the  au¬ 
thority  vested  in  me  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  I  am  honored  and  delighted 
to  present  to  you  the  first  Medal  of 
Honor  ever  given  by  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty  since  its  founding  in  1869,  with  all 
the  rights,  privileges  and  responsibil¬ 
ities  appertaining  thereto.’’ 

During  a  far-reaching  address,  the 
Bishop  called  attention  to  four  realities 
that  condition  the  times  that  we  live  in. 
Those  realities  are  (1)  that  human  beings 
will  live  and  work  in  space;  (2)  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  genetic  engineering;  (3)  the  en¬ 
larging  possibility  of  artificial 
intelligence  (computers  and  machines 
that  can  talk);  and  (4)  the  possibility  of 
humans  self-destructing  (the  prolifera¬ 
tion  of  nuclear  weapons). 

Following  the  convocation,  President 
and  Mrs.  Cook  hosted  a  reception  in  hon¬ 
or  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Underwood,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  other 
guests. 


Dr.  Elton  C.  Harrison,  Vice-President  for  Academic  Affairs  and  Administration  at 
Dillard  University,  points  to  the  medal  of  honor  given  to  Bishop  Underwood  as  Dr. 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  President  of  Dillard,  looks  on. 


A  portion  of  the  Ecumenical  group  of  clergy  attending  the  Convocation  held  in 
Lawless  Memorial  Chapel  on  the  campus  of  Dillard  University. 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Underwood  in  conversation  with  a  couple  admiring  the 
medal  of  honor  bestowed  upon  him  by  Dillard  University. 


Shown  in  the  receiving  line  following  the  Convocation  are  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  and 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Underwood.  The  lovely  reception  hosted  in  the  garden  area  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Cook’s  home. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


Wesley  Challengers  Sunday  School 
Class  of  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria, 
sent  in  a  summary  of  their  thoughts 
and  comments  to  the  Committee  on 
Our  Theological  Task.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  is  presently  dealing  with  the  doc¬ 
trinal  statements  found  in  Paragraph 
57  and  59  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
This  concluded  eight  weeks  of  study. 
Rev.  James  Jones  is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  pastor  of 
FUMC,  Lake  Charles,  is  given  special 
recognition  for  driving  the  7  secretar¬ 
ies  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  to  the 
volunteers  and  Communication  semi¬ 
nar  held  in  Baton  Rouge  in  late  Sep¬ 
tember. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Fay  Barr  Hartung,  pastor  of 
Marian  UMC,  taught  a  study  of  the 
book  of  Daniel  at  a  meeting  hosted  by 
the  UMW  of  FUMC.  Winnsboro  in 
early  October.  The  day-long  meeting 
included  a  “get  acquainted"  coffee 
break  and  a  noon  buffet  luncheon. 

*  *  * 

Mary  L,  Poole  has  been  appointed 
as  the  new  organist  of  FUMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Mrs.  Poole  is  the  wife  of  the 
minister  of  music  at  FUMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  She  received  her  bachelor's 


degree  in  music  from  the  University 
of  Mississippi  and  a  master’s  in  sacred 
music  from  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  New  York  City. 

*  *  * 

The  youth  from  the  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  have  designed 
“Advent  Devotional  Calendars  to 
raise  money  for  missions  and  a  sum¬ 
mer  trip.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  pastor.  Rev.  Deborah  Drash 
at  (504)  272-0850. 

*  •  * 

The  month  of  October  was  claimed 
“Octoberfest”  at  Broadmoor  UMC 
Shreveport.  It  was  a  continuing  edu¬ 
cation  event  designed  to  promote 
Christian  growth  and  fellowship  for 
those  who  were  seeking  a  more 
meaningful  life. 

*  *  * 

FUMC,  Lafayette  moved  into  their 
redecorated  sanctuary  on  Sunday, 
October  20th.  A  special  service  enti¬ 
tled,  “A  Ritual  For  a  New  Day."  was 
led  by  the  pastor,  .lev.  Ira  Robinson. 

In  late  July,  the  Monroe  City  Coun¬ 
cil  voted  to  change  the  name  of  Mon¬ 
roe’s  Civic  Center  Expressway  to  Lea 
Joyner  Memorial  Expressway. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Man- 
gum  UMC,  held  their  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  on  October  14th.  Rev.  Lael  S. 
Jones  is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  Morningside  UMC,  Shreveport, 
is  planning  extra  fund  raising  activi¬ 
ties  for  the  future.  The  church  rum¬ 
mage  sale  was  held  October  4th  and 
5th.  Also,  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  will  hold  a  Bazaar  on  November 
15th-16th.  Rev.  Jim  Constable  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

Springhill  UMC  has  a  new  16mm 
movie  projector.  The  new  projector 
will  be  of  great  assistance  to  use  in 
the  children  and  youth  ministries.  The 
Inspiration  Class  and  memorial  gifts 
have  supported  the  cost  of  the  projec¬ 
tor. 

*  *  * 

Cinderella  Murray,  former  UMYF 
president  at  Round  Grove  Church, 
also  secretary  of  the  church  school 
and  a  member  of  the  administrative 
council  was  recently  crowned  Miss 
Southern  University  of  Shreveport. 
Miss  Murray  is  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Charlene  Murray  and  the  late  Authur 
Murray  Sr.  Rev.  J.  A.  Grayham  is 
pastor  of  Round  Grove  UMC. 


Three  scholarships 
established  at  Centenary 


Three  new  scholarships  have  been  es¬ 
tablished  at  Centenary  College,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Joe  Simon,  Director  of  Scholarship 
Development. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Sharp  have  es¬ 
tablished  a  $25,000  annual  scholarship 
fund  for  members  of  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Choir.  The  yearly  awards  are  based 
on  merit  and  need. 

The  Jane  A.  Davies  Endowed  Scholar¬ 
ship  was  established  recently  with  a  gift 
of  $5,000  dollars  added  to  the  late  Mrs. 
Davies’  annual  scholarship.  The  award  is 
made  to  a  student  in  the  Church  Careers 
Program. 

The  Lucille  Sexton  Class  Endowed 
Scholarship  was  established  by  David  J. 
Billeiter  in  memory  of  his  wife,  LaTeele 

—  Death  — 

Reverend  Walter  Barabin,  age  78, 
minister  of  Mallalieu  and  Mt.  Zion  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist .  Churches  in  the  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  District,  died  on  Octo¬ 
ber  25th.  The  funeral  service  was  held  on 
October  28th  in  St.  Martinville.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife,  Helen  and  four  chil¬ 
dren  —  Juliet  —  26;  Judith  —  24;  Julian 
—  24;  and  Marcus  —  19. 


Shipley  Belleiter.  Income  from  the  $5,000 
endowed  scholarship  will  be  awarded  to 
a  worthy  student  majoring  in  music 
For  more  information  on  these  or 
other  scholarships,  please  contact  Mr. 
Simon  at  (318)  869-5143. 


Mission  Study  Tapes 

Thanks  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women,  we  now  have  avail¬ 
able  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Audio-Visual  Resource  Center, 
two  'A -inch  VHS  videotapes  of 
"The  United  Methodist  Women's 
Mission  Study  1985-86." 

The  tapes  include  three  twen¬ 
ty  minute  segments  featuring 
the  three  mission  studies  which 
were  presented  at  the  UMW 
School  of  Christian  Missions  held 
in  July. 

The  three  topics  for  the  stud¬ 
ies  are:  "Bible  Study  —  the  book 
of  Daniel,"  “Caring  For  God's 
Earth,"  and  “The  Native  Ameri- 


Correction 


Please  note  in  last  week’s  issue  of 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  that 
the  article  entitled,  “EMLC  Convo¬ 
cation  Planned  For  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference."  did  not  include  the  place  of 
the  event.  The  Convocation  will  be 
held  at  Camphor  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  8600  Scenic  High¬ 
way.  Baton  Rouge  on  November  15- 
16.  We  apologize  for  any  inconven¬ 
ience  this  error  may  have  caused. 

—  Editor 
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Women’s  ordination:  No  compromise 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Where  do  you  draw  the  line  between 
reasonable  and  unreasonable  sacrifice 
for  the  cause  of  Christian  unity? 

United  Methodism's  ecumenical  agen¬ 
cy  faced  that  question  recently  while 
considering  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  landmark  document  aimed  at 
expressing  theological  consensus  on 
“baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  25). 

The  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  an¬ 
swered,  in  effect,  that  the  line  must  be 
drawn  "on  matters  of  basic  theological 
integrity."  It  cited  one  specific  case  in 
point  that  will  be  considered  surprising 
in  some  quarters:  the  ordination  of  wom¬ 
en. 

The  United  Methodist  agency  criti¬ 
cizes  the  WCC  document  for  containing 
"regrettably  equivocal”  language  about 
ordaining  women  to  serve  as  Christian 
ministers.  The  United  Methodist  re¬ 
sponse  proposed  by  the  agency  is  un¬ 
equivocal: 

“So  strongly  are  we  convinced  that 
God  is  calling  both  women  and  men  to 
ministry,  and  that  willingness  to  ordain 
women  is  required  if  we  are  to  remain 
faithful  to  our  understandings  of  the 
Gospel,  that  we  cannot  allow  any  pros¬ 
pect  that  ordination  of  women  could  be 
given  up  for  the  sake  of  unity.” 

We  consider  this  response  appropriate 
and  trust  that  the  Council  of  Bishops  will 
endorse  it  when  considering  the  proposed, 
essentially  affirmative  34-page  United 
Methodist  response  to  the  WCC  docu¬ 
ment  later  this  month. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  WCC 
document’s  “regrettably  equivocal”  lan¬ 
guage  on  this  issue  was  an  effort  to  avoid 
offending  two  major  Christian  commu¬ 
nions  that  do  not  permit  women  to  be  or¬ 
dained:  the  WCC’s  member-communions 
from  the  Orthodox  tradition  and  the  non- 
member  but  close  observer  Roman 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Catholic  Church. 

The  Orthodox  churches  are  old  and 
valued  members  of  the  world’s  most  in¬ 
clusive  ecumenical  organization.  They 
contribute  a  great  heritage  to  world 
Christianity,  as  do  the  Roman  Catholics. 

Protestantism  is  not  the  only  way  to 
understand  and  practice  the  Christian 
faith.  As  the  WCC’s  founding  chief  exec¬ 
utive  said  many  years  ago,  that  body 
would  amount  to  little  if  it  were  made  up 
only  of  Protestants. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the 
Orthodox  churches  not  only  consider  the 
ordination  of  women  anthema  but  in 
many  countries  where  Orthodox  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  strong,  the  systematic  subjuga¬ 
tion  of  women  is  taken  for  granted. 

In  this  instance,  the  Orthodox 
churches  need  to  be  confronted  with  the 
experiences  and  the  convictions  of  a  wid¬ 
ening  group  of  Protestant  Christians: 
God  doesn’t  limit  calls  to  the  ministry  to 
men.  People  hearing  and  responding  to 
God’s  call  should  not  be  impeded  by 
God’s  church. 

The  effort  to  bring  Christians  together 
requires,  and  is  worth,  a  considerable 
amount  of  "going  along  to  get  along.” 
But  each  denomination  seriously  com¬ 
mitted  to  that  cause  also  must  retain  the 
right  to  draw  a  line  that  it  cannot  cross 
without  compromising  something  basic 
to  its  understanding  of  the  Christian  Gos¬ 
pel. 

The  Orthodox  churches  and  others 
have  exercised  this  option  on  numerous 
issues  and  occasions.  Why  should  United 
Methodists  hesitate  to  express  convic¬ 
tions  just  as  deeply  held? 

All  Christians  who  know  the  richness 
that  women  bring  to  the  church’s  minis¬ 
try  should  join  us  in  commending  United 
Methodism’s  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  for  saying  “this  far  and  no  far¬ 
ther”  on  this  issue. 


_  Here  I  Stand 

Informed  lay  input  could  help  pastor  selection 


By  CHARLES  W.  BROCKWELL  JR. 

American  Methodist  laity  have  sought 
an  active  consultative  role  in  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  their  preachers  since 
Thomas  Taylor  wrote  to  John  Wesley  in 
1768. 

Taylor  asked  Wesley  for  a  preacher  to 
be  sent  to  America  and  suggested  the 
name  of  “Mr.  Helton.”  Wesley  sent  Rich¬ 
ard  Boardman  and  Joseph  Pilmore! 

Some  160  years  later  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  authorized  "pastoral 
relations  committees.”  Since  1976,  the 
Book  of  Discipline  has  had  a  detailed 
section  on  “appointment  making"  (Para¬ 
graphs  530-532). 

There  we  read  that  “Consultation— 
with  the  pastor  and  the  pastor-parish  re¬ 
lations  committee— is  both  a  continuing 
process  and  a  more  intense  involvement 
during  the  period  of  change  in  appoint¬ 
ment”  and  that  “Consultation  is  not 
merely  notification.” 

Genuine  consultation  with  the  laity  de¬ 
pends  upon  pastor-parish  relations  com¬ 
mittees  having  reliable  information 
about  clergy.  Uninformed  consultation 
would  be  “mere  notification.” 

The  committees  receive  some  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  district  superintendent 
and  the  bishop,  and  they  use  various  oth¬ 
er  ways  of  learning  about  ministers’ 
backgrounds  and  qualifications. 

A  suggested  method 

How  can  a  committee  obtain  reliable 
independent  evaluations  of  ministers  in 
a  fair  and  open  manner?  Here  is  one  sug¬ 
gested  method  for  gathering  the  sort  of 
information  that  will  enable  informed 
consultation: 

1)  The  pastor-parish  relations  commit¬ 
tee  should  compile  annually  a  list  of  all 
ministers  in  the  annual  conference 
whose  salaries  are  in  the  “moving 


range”  of  the  salary  for  their  charge 
(Salary  is  not  the  sole  criterion,  of 
course,  but  it  is  the  normative  beginning 
point). 

2)  The  committee  should  assign  those 
names  to  members 
for  information 
gathering. 

3)  Committee 
members  can  be 
alert  for  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  observe  these  1 
ministers  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  performance  of 
professional  duties.  Charles  Brockwell 

4)  Committee  members  should  seek 
evaluations  of  the  professional  work  of 
these  ministers  from  people  who  have 
worked  with  them  or  been  under  their 
pastoral  care. 

5)  Committee  members  should  assure 
individuals  of  confidentiality,  if  the  eval¬ 
uators  want  that,  and  should  have  more 
than  just  one  or  two  sources; 

6)  Neither  the  evaluations  thus  gained 
nor  their  discussion  in  committee  should 
result  in  any  committee  file  or  minutes. 

7)  Evaluation  sharing  meetings  should 
be  held  with  the  pastor’s  knowledge,  but 
the  pastor  shall  not  be  present. 

8)  The  process  must  be  updated  each 

year  so  that  the  pastor-parish  relations 
committee  will  be  able  to  engage  in  in¬ 
formed  consultation  in  the  event  of  unex¬ 
pected  developments.  «' 

Role  must  be  remembered 

Whether  this  or  some  other  process  is 
employed,  the  committee  must  always 
remember  that  its  role  is  consultative.  It 
is  advisory  to  the  bishop  and  cabinet. 

The  Discipline  cannot  guarantee  that 
anyone’s  judgment  is  good,  but  it  does 
guarantee  that  the  judgment  of  the  bish¬ 
op  is  final.  In  the  long  run  the  committee 


must  accept  the  appointment  that  is 
made. 

Would  what  I  am  calling  "informed 
consultation”  result  in  the  collection  of 
unfair  characterizations  of  ministers, 
making  the  appointive  process  more 
stressful  but  even  less  successful  than  it 
is  now? 

There  may  be  some  potential  for  such 
a  development.  But  I  suspect  that  the 
fear  of  a  bad  result  reflects  clerical  mis¬ 
giving  more  than  it  reflects  lay  unsophis¬ 
tication  or  hbuse. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  see  major  advan¬ 
tages  for  our  appointive  system  if  pastor- 
parish  relations  committees  develop 
strategies  to  enable  informed  consultation. 

First,  informed  consultation  will  bring 
greater  openness  to  the  appointive  pro¬ 
cess. 

Clerical  elitism  has  been  a  mark  of 
mainline  American  Methodism  since 
some  lay  preachers  accepted  Wesley’s 
canonically  irregular  ordinations  and  es¬ 
tablished  a  cadet  branch  of  Anglicanism 
as  a  church  in  this  country. 

Manipulation  of  consultation  through 
control  over  the  sources  of  information 
in  the  appointive  process  is  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  clerical  elitism. 


Indeed,  a  nationally  known  United 
Methodist  minister  and  church  consul¬ 
tant  has  advised  affluent  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations  on  how  to  position 
themselves  for  success  in  the  itinerant 
sweepstakes.  He  advises  rewarding  their 
pastors  so  liberally  that  in  effect  they 
create  an  ecclesial  fiefdom,  immune 
from  itinerancy. 

Informed  consultation  is  an  antidote 
for  that  kind  of  connectionally  corrosive 
"Realpolitick.” 

Finally,  a  process  of  informed  consul¬ 
tation  would  give  more  laypeople  more 
interest  in  and  knowledge  about  more 
pastors. 

That  would  strengthen  the  covenant  in 
an  annual  conference,  reinforce  the  bond 
of  unity  that  is  one  of  our  means  of  grace 
and  encourage  acceptance  of  the  de¬ 
mands  that  Wesleyan  connectionalism 
makes  upon  ministers  and  congregations 
alike. 

Stated  succinctly,  informed  consulta¬ 
tion  is  one  more  way  in  which  we  United 
Methodists  can  make  another  stage  in 
our  special  progress  toward  trusting  the 
people  to  be  the  church. 


Sophistication  would  grow 

Second,  I  think  that  another  result  of 
informed  consultation  would  be  greater 
sophistication  about  and  appreciation 
for  the  itinerant  system  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism. 

While  leaders  speak  of  conferences  as 
a  form  of  covenant  and  preach  up  con¬ 
nectionalism,  those  traditional  terms  of 
United  Methodist  tribal  cohesion  often 
seem  to  be  heard  as  rationalizations  for 
coercion. 

System-wise  laity  look  for  ways  to  ex¬ 
ploit  the  appointive  process  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  congregations. 

My  Witness 


“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Brockwell 
Jr.,  is  professor  of  history  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Louisville  and  visiting  professor 
of  Methodist  studies  at  the  Louisville 
Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary.  Dr. 
Brockwell  is  a  clergy  member  of  the 
Louisville  Annual  Conference  and  at¬ 
tends  St.  Matthews  United  Methodist 
Church,  St.  Matthews,  Ky. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  l  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Homophobia  study  shows  panel  has  lost  grip  God  changed  my  whole  life 

when  He  led  me  to  church 


To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  actions  of  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  criti¬ 
cizing  the  study  "The  Seven  Churches  in 
Methodism”  and  deciding  to  study  homo¬ 
phobia  are  evidence  that  the  commission 
has  lost  its  grip  on  reality  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  4). 

No  doubt  commission  members  hope 
their  criticisms  of  the  study  can  change 
the  fractionalizations  that  are  happening 
in  United  Methodism.  And.  no  doubt,  a 
study  of  homophobia,  sexism  and  its 
linkages  to  racism  will  lead  to  viable, 
workable  solutions  to  those  age-old  hu¬ 
man  conditions. 

We  then  can  pass  some  more  high- 
sounding  resolutions  at  General  Confer¬ 
ence  that  will  save  the  world  from  the 
evils  that  threaten  to  undo  us.  All  the 
while,  we’re  undoing  ourselves. 

And,  while  we  spend  our  money  on 
such  nonsense,  the  world  continues  to  go 
to  “hell  in  a  hand  basket." 

It  reminds  me  of  the  story  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  priests  arguing  vehement¬ 
ly  with  each  other  over  how  many  angels 
could  be  placed  on  the  point  of  a  needle 
as  the  Russian  revolution  raged  in  the 
streets  outside  the  cathedral. 

The  commission’s  outrage  at  William 
Willimon  and  Robert  Wilson  is  tanta¬ 
mount  to  the  emperor  blaming  the  little 
boy  for  being  naked. 

After  we  have  a  study  of  homophobia, 
let’s  have  a  study  of  the  fear  of  homo¬ 
phobia.  We  could  call  it  a  study  of  phobo- 
homophobia! 

Bert  Clayton 
San  Antonio.  Texas 

Why  not  examine  fear? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  a  portion  of  the  article 
headlined  “Women’s  agency  raps  ‘re¬ 
gional  church’  study”  in  the  Oct.  4  issue 
of  the  Reporter: 

Why  not  homophobia?  It  seems  to  me 
we  are  taught  of  the  Scriptures  to  fear 
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anything  that  causes  us  to  miss  the  mark 
of  God’s  best  for  us. 

Fear  is  not  always  a  bad  or  negative 
thing.  I  have  taught  my  children  to  fear 
anything  that  destroys  or  distorts  God’s 
intentions  for  His  people. 

The  focus  of  fear  in  regards  to  homo¬ 
phobia  is  not  the  individual  who  chooses 
a  life  contrary  to  God’s  best.  The  focus 
is  the  philosophy  that  says: 

"It  is  OK  to  ignore  1,900  years  of 
Scripture,  Christian  teaching  and  tradi¬ 
tion.  It  doesn’t  matter.  Don’t  worry 
about  what  God  wants.  Do  your  own 
thing.” 

I’ll  tell  you  what  scares  me.  It's  clergy 
who  have  become  so  accommodating  to 
the  world  that  they  can  no  longer  decide 
what  “self-avowed,  practicing  homosex¬ 
ual”  means. 

I  may  be  just  a  country  preacher,  but 
I’ve  got  enough  sense  to  understand  plain 
English.  Ran(Jy  Hodgson 

Mooreland,  Oklahoma 

Stand  shows  bad  theology 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Sept.  20  editorial  “  ‘God  talk’  and 
the  Bible’s  truth”  was  neither  good  jour¬ 
nalism  nor  good  theology. 

I  object  to  the  statement  “Mr.  Schultz 
is  not  a  Christian.’’  The  Unitarian 
Church  shares  our  Christian  heritage. 
Many  Unitarians  consider  themselves 
Christians,  and  it  isn’t  the  Reporter’s 
place  to  say  they’re  not. 

The  editor’s  theology  seemed  to  sup¬ 
port  Mr.  Schultz’s  point.  What  sense  does 
it  make  to  talk  about  "goodness  and  love 
. . .  apart  from  human  experience?” 

A  journalist  worth  his  salt  should  be 
aware  that  anything  “taken  to  its  ex¬ 
treme”  can  be  made  to  look  silly.  The  is¬ 
sue  Mr.  Schultz  was  raising  (about  the 
Boy  Scouts)  was  a  worthy  subject.  The 
Reporter  would  have  done  better  to  stick 
to  the  issue. 

Finally,  the  Reporter  asked  "How  im¬ 
portant  is  it  that  Christians  correct  . . . 
misstatements  of  Christian  teachings 
such  as  the  one  commented  on?”  That 
sounds  incredibly  self-serving.  Who  died 
and  left  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
in  charge  of  doctrinal  purity? 

Richard  Gressman 
Salisbury,  Missouri 


Scout  shows  conviction 

To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  given  a  lot  of  thought  to  the  Boy 
Scout  discussed  in  your  editorial  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  20). 

What  does  a  Boy  Scout  who  doesn’t  be¬ 
lieve  in  God  say?  That  is  a  dilemma. 

What  this  young  man  seems  to  have  Sabbatical  idea  praised 
going  for  him  is  the  courage  of  integrity  To  the  Editor: 


would  be  hostile. 

This  is  no  time  to  be  critical  of  one  an¬ 
other.  This  is  a  time  for  all  who  love  God 
and  wish  to  obey  his  Word  to  stand  to¬ 
gether  in  mutual  love  and  respect. 

John  B.  Warman 
Friendship,  Maryland 


in  the  face  of  consequence.  He  is  able  to 
state  what  he  believes  he  is  seeing  as 
truth  in  his  life  at  this  time. 

Rules  and  regulations  of  inclusiveness 
and  exclusiveness  based  on  religious  in¬ 
terpretation  trouble  me.  They  seem 
more  like  theological  doctrine  than  our 
relying  on  the  power  of  God,  a  faith  in 
His  time  and  place. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  there  is  a  need 
to  share  one’s  personal  faith  and  ask 
some  questions. 

Faith  is  not  always  seen  or  realized 
until  it  is  drawn  upon  and  discovered. 
Faith  comes  from,  lies  within  and  is  be¬ 
yond  what  we  are  just  as  people. 

The  questions  that  need  to  be  asked 
are:  1)  Why  or  what  are  the  reasons  we 
need  to  understand?  2)  Who  is  the  exam¬ 
ple?  3)  Where  is  this  boy  now? 

Margaret  Mayberry 
Weed,  California 

Masons  have  few  secrets 

To  the  Editor: 

The  controversy  over  Masonry  and  the 
church  is  of  interest  to  me. 

I  am  a  United  Methodist,  and  I  am 
proud  of  it.  I  am  a  Mason,  and  I  am 
proud  of  it. 

What  I  do  not  understand  is  why  Ma¬ 
sonry  is  referred  to  as  a  "secret  order." 

There  is  no  secret  as  to  who  we  are. 
We  are  quick  to  tell  you. 

There  is  no  secret  as  to  what  we  do. 
We  are  prone  to  boast. 

There  is  no  secret  about  what  we  be¬ 
lieve.  We  affirm  it  boldly. 

We  do  not  publish  our  rituals,  but  they 
contain  no  secret  that  is  not  available  to 
anyone  who  would  read  the  Bible.  Our 
rituals  are  solidly  based  on  Scripture. 

I  can  understand  why  a  church  body 
that  wished  to  dictate  to  its  members 
would  be  disquieted  by  an  order  that  en¬ 
courages  men  to  study  and  ponder  the 
Scriptures,  but  I  do  not  understand  why 
any  branch  of  the  Methodist  movement 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


I  am  writing  to  commend  Spurgeon 
Dunnam’s  article  “Would  a  sabbatical 
benefit  your  pastor?”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  20). 

Our  family  spent  25  years  working  in 
theological  education  and  community 
development  with  the  Ecumenical  Insti¬ 
tute/Institute  of  Cultural  Affairs. 

We  have  lived  and  worked  with  many 
other  cultures,  including  black  neighbor¬ 
hoods  on  Chicago’s  Westside,  the  East 
End  of  London  and  rural  villages  in 
Hong  Kong,  Taiwan  and  the  Philippines. 

We  feel  it  is  very  important  for  to¬ 
day’s  citizens  to  learn  what  it  means  to 
live  and  work  in  one  world. 

As  it  was  necessary  for  a  concerned 
leader  in  America  to  move  (existentially, 
imaginarily  and  in  many  cases  actually) 
to  the  black  ghettos  of  this  country  in  the 
1960s,  we  feel  it  is  imperative  that  those 
concerned  with  the  future  of  this  planet 
experience  the  issues  confronting  us  in 
the  Third  World. 

I  applaud  Mr.  Dunnam’s  recommen¬ 
dation  for  sabbaticals  to  be  taken  in  such 
settings.  Frank  V.  Hilliard 

Chicago,  Illinois 

America  has  no  natives 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  Roy  Beck’s  comments  in  the 
Sept.  27  Reporter  on  Stories  of  Survival, 
which  is  the  study  book  for  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  mission  study. 

My  question  is  why  did  Mr.  Beck  keep 
using  the  term, "Native  Americans?”  I 
assume  he  is  referring  to  the  American 
Indians.  Surely  he  knows  they  are  not  na¬ 
tives! 

Surely  he  knows  that  Homo  sapiens 
are  not  indigenous  to  North  America. 
The  ancestors  of  who  we  today  call  Indi¬ 
ans  came  from  Asia.  Even  today,  culture 
and  physical  features  are  common. 

Please  let  us  not  further  ignorance.  It 
is  like  calling  all  Caucasians  “Anglos.” 

Esther  L.  Munsterman 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 


Ad  doesn’t  cloud  picture  of  friendship 


The  face  peering  out  from  a  full-page 
ad  in  Newsweek  was  almost  as  familiar 
to  me  as  that  of  my  father. 

There  smiling  broadly  and  wearing  his 
clerical  collar  was  my  boyhood  pastor, 
my  inspiration  for  entering  the  ministry, 
the  one  for  whom  our  son  is  named. 

There,  in  a  paid  advertisement  in  the 
national  news  magazine,  was  the  Rev. 
Stacy  Groscup— toting  a  rifle  and  tout¬ 
ing  the  virtues  of  (gasp)  the  National  Ri¬ 
fle  Association. 

I  swallowed  hard.  My  pleasure  at  the 
sight  of  Stacy’s  face  in  a  national  maga¬ 
zine  was  mixed  with  my  long-standing 
antipathy  toward  the  NRA  for  its  un¬ 
bending  opposition  to  gun-control  legis¬ 
lation. 

The  NRA  has  seemed  to  me  to  be 
more  concerned  with  opposing  limita¬ 
tions  on  a  dubious  "right  to  bear  arms” 
than  with  reducing  human  suffering  re¬ 
lated  to  the  virtually  uncontrolled  avail¬ 
ability  of  firearms. 

I  wasn't  bothered  by  the  ad  s  image  of 
Stacy  as  a  sportsman  and  a  hunter.  His 
prowess  as  a  marksman  is  legendary. 
He’s  the  only  person  I  know  who  can 
shoot  an  aspirin  tablet  out  of  the  air  with 
a  bow  and  arrow. 

But  his  glowing  testimony  to  the  good 
sportsmanship  and  the  concern  for  na¬ 
ture  that  he  says  the  NRA  promotes  did 
not  change  my  uncharitable  feelings 
about  that  organization. 


Stephen  Swecker 


My  first  impulse  was  to  write  to 
Stacy.  I  would  tell  him  what  a  surprise  it 
was  to  open  up  Newsweek  and  see  his 
picture,  what  a  nice  memento  for  our 
son  Stacy  to  put  in  his  scrapbook,  etc. 

But  I  would  also  tell  him  how  disap¬ 
pointed  I  was  with 
his  promotion  of  the 
NRA.  Although  I 
knew  he  could  not 
rescind  the  ad,  I 
would  hope  he  might 
consider  publicly  dis¬ 
associating  himself 
from  the  NRA’s  mis¬ 
guided  opposition  to 
gun  control. 

I  couldn’t  write  the  letter.  I  was  para¬ 
lyzed  by  contradictory  feelings:  love  for 
a  man  who  has  deeply  influenced  my  life 
for  good,  despair  over  his  public  identifi¬ 
cation  with  a  group  whose  cause  I  de¬ 
plored,  at  least  insofar  as  I  understood 
that  cause. 

I  looked  again  at  Stacy’s  picture  in  the 
ad.  I  saw  the  familiar  crinkles  around 
his  compassionate  eyes.  I  could  almost 
hear  his  infectious  laughter  arising  from 
the  lifelike  smile  that  glowed  from  the 
page. 

That  is  not  a  man  who  would  knowing¬ 
ly  advocate  anything  that  would  cause 
another  person  harm,  I  thought.  To  the 
contrary,  that  is  as  good  a  person  as  I 
know,  a  modern-day  disciple  of  Christ. 


I’m  sure  ne  intended  to  endorse  the  posi¬ 
tive  side  of  the  NRA  and  not  its  contro¬ 
versial  aspects. 

It’s  difficult  to  describe  the  sense  of 
shame  I  suddenly  felt.  It  was  painful  to 
realize  that,  for  a  time,  I  had  been  will¬ 
ing  to  let  my  feelings  about  an  “issue” 
take  priority  over  the  trust  and  common 
faith  of  a  long  friendship. 

Friends,  according  to  Aristotle,  are 
those  who  take  pleasure  in  each  other’s 
company,  who  are  useful  to  one  another 
and  who  share  a  common  vision  of 
what's  good. 

If  there  is  any  worldly  advantage  we 
as  Christians  can  claim,  perhaps  it  has  to 
do  with  that  third  element.  As  those  who 
share  a  common  vision  of  God’s  grace 
and  love,  we,  more  than  most,  should  be 
able  to  transcend  conflicts  that  arise 
from  less-than-ultimate  concerns  — in¬ 
cluding  our  positions  on  gun  control  and 
other  social  issues. 

Perhaps  I’ll  get  to  talk  with  Stacy 
some  day  about  gun  control  or  a  similar¬ 
ly  burning  topic.  Based  on  past  experi¬ 
ence,  it  will  be  a  “useful"  conversation, 
and  we  ll  enjoy  each  other’s  company. 

But  even  if  that  conversation  never 
takes  place,  or  if  we  never  agree  on 
some  issues  close  to  our  hearts.  I  trea¬ 
sure  the  bond  we  share  as  spiritual 
brothers  and  as  witnesses  to  the  vision  of 
a  God  we  both  love. 

-STEPHEN SWECKER 


By  AMELIA  C.  RICHARDSON 

I  know  thoughtful,  responsible  folks 
who  spend  weeks  visiting  different 
churches  before  they  decide  which  one  to 
join. 

Not  me.  I  just  picked  the  one  closest  to 
my  new  house  10 
years  ago. 

God  knew  what  He 
was  doing.  That 
church  has  changed 
my  life. 

I’m  a  member  of 
Hyde  Park  Commu¬ 
nity  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Amelia  Richardson 

My  conversion  didn’t  happen  all  at 
once,  and  I’m  sure  it’s  not  complete.  For 
many  years  it  was  gently  nurtured  at 
Hyde  Park  Community  by  fine  worship 
experiences,  Bethel  Bible  study,  United 
Methodist  Women  activities  and  by  indi¬ 
viduals  who  accepted,  encouraged,  and 
cared  about  me. 

Then  two  specific  events  converged  to 
conclude  my  change  from  a  side-lines, 
self-centered  Christian  to  an  involved, 
striving-to-be-God-centered  Christian. 

Church  makes  possible 

Both  experiences  were  made  possible 
for  me  by  my  church.  The  first  was  a 
"Walk  to  Emmaus"  spiritual  retreat. 
There  God  and  I  shook  hands  over  the 
fence  of  doubt,  and  I  committed  myself 
to  discipleship  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  second  was  the  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission. 
There  God  let  me  know  how  He  wants 
me  to  work  with  Him:  by  trying  to  be  a 
peace-with-justice  student,  advocate  and 
maker. 

I  knew  God  wasn't  fooling  when  the 
very  first  issue  of  the  Reporter  to  come 
my  way  after  Mission  School  last  year 
carried  a  front  page  article  about  the 
newly  begun  peace-advocate  program. 
This  General  Board  of  Discipleship  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  an  ongoing  source  of  sup¬ 
port  to  my  calling,  as  has  the  West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference  Department  of 
Peace  and  World  Order. 

But  above  all,  the  Bible  and  my  local 
church  have  been  my  main  sources  of  in¬ 
spiration,  guidance  and  upholding  as  I 
attempt  to  fulfill  the  task  I  believe  God 
has  given  me. 

For  example,  at  this  summer's  mis¬ 
sion  school,  I  was  made  aware  of  the 
great  injustice  done  to  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  by  the  “white  man,”  my  ancestors. 
I  also  learned  about  the  damage  our  so- 


Help  Wanted: 

Congregational  Development 

Field  Representative,  New  Church  Devel¬ 
opment:  Works  with  the  Executive  Sec¬ 
retary  for  New  Church  Development  in 
assisting  annual  conferences,  districts 
and  local  churches  in  comprehensive 
planning  for  new  church  development, 
site  selection,  and  lay  leadership  training. 
Experience  in  new  church  development 
and  good  group  process  skills  necessary. 
Demographic  analysis  experience  helpful. 
Relocation  to  New  York  City  and  extensive 
travel  is  required. 

Executive  Secretary,  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund:  Position  requires  a 
person  with  extensive  knowledge  of  and 
experience  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  demonstrated  leadership  in 
promotion/cultivation,  and  a  working 
knowledge  of  church  construction  fi¬ 
nancing.  The  Executive  Secretary  carries 
responsibilities  for  all  investor  relations 
and  the  development  of  new  investment 
vehicles.  Relocation  to  New  York  City  and 
extensive  travel  is  required. 

Write  to:  Dr  Thomas  J.  Gallen 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
United  Methodist  Church 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  320 
New  York,  New  York  10115 


Famine.  Drought. 
Unemployment. 
Malnutrition. 
Poverty. 

There  is  a  solution.  Your  gift  to  the 
World  Hunger/Poverty  Mission  Em¬ 
phasis  (#982920-4)  of  the  Advance 
brings  food  to  hungry  people,  irriga¬ 
tion  to  drought-stricken  areas,  and 
community  gardens  so  that  jobless 
persons  can  grow  food  for  eating 
and  for  earning  an  income. 

Send  your  check  for  the  World 
Hunger/Poverty  program  through 
your  conference  treasurer.  It  will  be 
forwarded  to:  Advance,  GCFA.  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  1434,  New 
York,  NY  10115. 

Remember:  100  per¬ 
cent  of  your  gift  to  the 
Advance  goes  to  the 
project(s)  you  choose!  ,'Q/T‘JCE 

l/TCom 
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ciety  is  doing  to  God’s  precious  environ¬ 
ment.  When  I  came  home,  I  read  about 
the  bombing  of  Hiroshima. 

While  considering  these  matters,  and 
reflecting  on  my  own  non-peaceful 
thoughts  and  behaviors,  I  felt  a  strong 
need  for  repentance. 

At  the  time  I  didn't  think  the  church 
any  longer  talked  much  about  repen¬ 
tance.  I  wrote  my  minister  about  that, 
and  he  wrote  back  affirming  that  the 
church  does  indeed  still  speak  on  repen¬ 
tance  and  helps  people  engage  in  it. 

I  found  what  was  missing 

The  very  next  week  I  took  communion 
and  found  exactly  what  I  thought  I  was 
missing.  I  left  the  service  feeling 
cleansed  by  confession,  assured  of  for¬ 
giveness  and  rededicated  to  God’s  mis¬ 
sion.  My  minister  had  helped  open  my 
eyes  to  an  essential  aspect  of  the  sacra¬ 
ment  that  I  had  somehow  not  seen  be¬ 
fore. 

Maybe  God  and  I  would  have  got  to¬ 
gether  at  the  next  church  down  the  road 
where  I’m  currently  attending  a  Sunday- 
school  class  on  “Shalom.”  I'm  sure  He  is 
busy  recruiting  there,  too. 

But  Hyde  Park  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  is  the  place  I  found  my 
faith.  It  continues  to  be  the  place  I  refuel 
my  faith  and  from  whence  I  have  begun 
to  venture  out  in  witness  to  my  faith.  I 
praise  God  for  my  church. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Amelia  C. 
Richardson,  is  a  member  of  Hyde  Park 
Community  United  Methodist  Church, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  (West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Many  overseas  church  institutions  ‘near  collapse’ 

Global  Ministries  board  wants  $15  million  for  economic  rescue 
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By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  — Moved  by  ominous 
warnings  of  a  “global  crisis”  threatening 
overseas  United  Methodist  and  autono¬ 
mous  Methodist  churches,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  last  week  set 
the  stage  for  a  three-year,  $15  million 
emergency  fund  to  prevent  the  churches’ 
possible  collapse. 

The  unprecedented  action  was  taken 
by  Global  Ministries  directors  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  dramatic  appeal  from  the 
head  of  the  board’s  World  Program  Divi¬ 
sion,  Peggy  Billings. 

“Like  bridges,  for  decades  these 
churches  have  promised  a  safe  way  out 
for  people  threatened  by  the  ravages  of 
life’s  storms  and  floods,”  Ms.  Billings 
told  board  members  in  her  report  at 
their  Oct.  22-25  meeting. 

"Now  the  bridges  themselves  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  crack  and,  in  some  places, 
wash  out  under  the  relentless  pressure  of 
the  economic,  political  and  social  flood 
waters  awash  around  them.” 

Institutions  not  maintained 

As  a  result,  Ms.  Billings  said,  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  churches  and  their  mission  in 
many  Third  World  nations— especially 
through  institutions  such  as  hospitals  and 
schools— is  in  jeopardy. 

Ms.  Billings  said  the  situation  is  so  bad 
in  some  places  that  the  board’s  staff 
members  have  returned  from  visits  with 
“reports  of  not  recognizing  old  friends 
because  those  friends  were  now  eating 
only  one  meal  a  day.” 

She  went  on  to  recite  a  depressing  lit¬ 
any  of  country  after  country  in  which 
churches  are  teetering  on  the  brink  of  di¬ 
saster.  Her  examples  included  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

•In  Bolivia,  2,000  percent  inflation 
makes  it  difficult  for  pastors  to  meet 
their  own  family  needs  and  the  basic 
maintenance  needs  of  their  churches. 
Many  are  leaving  the  country  to  find  em¬ 
ployment,  thus  leaving  a  leadership  vac¬ 
uum. 

•In  Mozambique,  war  and  drought 
have  all  but  paralyzed  the  life  and  pro¬ 
grams  of  most  churches.  Even  so,  there 


is  great  need  for  the  church  to  provide 
public  health  and  educational  services 
when  "it  itself  borders  on  collapse." 

•  In  some  parts  of  Asia  and  the  Pacif¬ 
ic,  the  requests  for  help  have  not  been  as 
great.  But  "we  are  aware  of  great  prob¬ 
lems  there,”  Ms.  Billings  said. 

No  congregation  appeal  yet 

Ms.  Billings  told  the  Reporter  that 
creation  of  the  $15  million  fund  “won’t 
have  any  immediate  impact”  in  terms  of 
financial  demands  on  local  U.  S. 
churches.  Ultimately,  she  noted  that  the 
resolution  approving  the  fund  calls  for 
plans  to  be  presented  to  the  board’s  1986 
Spring  meeting  for  churchwide  partici¬ 
pation. 

Ms.  Billings’  initial  recommendation 


to  the  board  called  for  $1  million  a  year 
for  three  years.  The  amount  was  raised 
to  $5  million  a  year  for  three  years  when 
a  committee  evaluating  the  proposal 
concluded  that  a  greater  response  was 
both  needed  and  possible. 

A  member  of  that  committee,  the  Rev. 
James  Lawson  of  Los  Angeles,  said  "$5 
million  a  year  may  seem  beyond  our 
means  now,  but  it  could  be  just  a  drop  in 
the  bucket  if  we  look  around”  for  funds 
from  a  variety  of  sources. 

Another  member  of  the  same  commit¬ 
tee,  Warren  Budd  of  Newnan,  Ga.,  noted 
that  each  local  United  Methodist  Church 
would  need  to  give  “only  $150  per  year” 
to  reach  the  $5  million  annual  goal. 

The  resolution  calls  for  a  two-stage 
development  of  the  emergency  fund.  The 


first  stage  is  the  "immediate  creation  of 
at  least  $1  million”  to  which  the  World 
Division  will  contribute  at  least  half  out 
of  present  resources. 

The  money  primarily  is  intended  to 
keep  the  "infrastructures”  of  overseas 
churches  and  their  institutions  operating. 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame  of  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn.,  chairperson  of  the  World 
Division  finance  committee,  said  that 
shifting  some  funds  to  the  emergency 
fund  would  take  a  "special  effort”  but 
that  no  existing  programs  would  need  to 
be  cut  to  reach  the  goal. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  was  also  invited  to  join  the  first 
stage  effort.  Director  Norma  Kehrberg 
said  her  agency  would  cooperate,  noting 
that  UMCOR  would  likely  give  a  total 


Feared  missionary  salary  crisis  abates 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  — A  previously  feared 
shortfall  of  nearly  $1  million  for  United 
Methodist  missionaries’  salaries  appar¬ 
ently  has  been  averted  through  new 
pledges  from  local  congregations. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  warned  of  an  impending  salary  cri¬ 
sis  last  spring  and  appealed  to  all  annual 
conferences  to  ask  congregations  to  help. 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame,  finance 
chairperson  of  Global  Ministries’  World 
Program  Division,  told  division  mem¬ 
bers  last  week  “there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  shortfall  may  not  come 
to  pass." 

He  attributed  the  turnaround  to  more 
effective  efforts  to  explain  the  "cove¬ 
nant  relationship”  that  churches  can 
form  with  missionaries.  “I  honestly  be¬ 
lieve  churches  are  catching  the  idea  they 
can  be  in  covenant  relationship,”  he  said. 

Missionary  salaries  are  paid  through  a 
combination  of  funds  from  (1)  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  primary  fund,  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  (2)  United  Methodist  Women  gifts 
and  (3)  local  congregations  which  pledge 


AT  RIGHT:  United 
Methodists’  15  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  kneel  and  join 
Bishop  James  Ault  in 
Wesley’s  “covenant  pray¬ 
er.”  TOP:  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries’  general 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Nugent  and  board 
president,  Bishop  James 
Ault,  and  other  staff  and 
directors  “lay  on  hands,” 
commissioning  the  Rev. 
Romeo  del  Rosario. 
BELOW:  The  Rev.  John 
Kurewa  of  Zimbabwe 
preaches. 


BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTOS  BY  JOHN  GOODWIN 


New  missionaries  commissioned 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— On  a  rainy  October  24  night  in  the  heart  of  New  York’s  Harlem  dis¬ 
trict,  more  than  400  members,  guests  and  friends  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  gathered  in  the  sanctuary  of  Salem  United  Methodist  Church  to  com¬ 
mission  15  people  for  missionary  work  at  home  and  abroad. 

Dr.  John  Kurewa,  secretary  of  the  parliament  of  Zimbabwe  and  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  theologian  educated  in  the  United  States,  preached  the  sermon  at  the  annual 
commissioning  service.  His  message  focused  on  the  need  for  missionaries  to  be 
willing  to  "lay  aside  their  national  flags"  upon  going  to  another  country  and  to 
learn  to  “identify  with  the  people  you  will  serve.” 

Those  commissioned  for  service  and  their  assignments  were: 

Rev.  Lorna  Lee  Curtis  and  Vincent  Scelba  pastor  and  volunteer  coordinator,  Haiti 
Rev.  Romeo  del  Rosario 
Dr.  Richard  and  Elaine  Fisher 
Ms.  Charlotte  Lewis 
Ms.  Josephine  Lewis 
Ms.  Sylvia  F.  Reese 


teacher.  Theological  Hall,  Sierra  Leone 
physician  and  nurse,  Zaire 
director  of  Rosa  Valdez  Center,  Tampa,  Fla. 

deaconess,  appointment  pending 
day  care  teacher,  St.  Martin’s  Day  Care 
Center.  Erie,  Pa. 

Ms.  Romona  Retzlaff  deaconess,  church  and  community  worker,  Edgerton 

Lake  and  Street  Ministry,  Edgerton.  Wis. 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Roller  deaconess,  Christian  educator.  Belmont  Park  UMC, 

Charlotte,  N.C. 

Rev.  James  R.  Stigall  pastor.  Seward  Memorial  UMC,  Seward, 

Alaska  Missionary  Conference 
Rev.  Rory  Swenson  pastor,  First  UMC  Manchester  and  Beach  Creek 

Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference,  Beverly,  Ky. 
Mr.  Eric  Tanquist  pilot,  Zaire 

Mr.  Thomas  Vernon  pilot,  Nigeria 

Mr.  Leo  Nash  Vickers  assistant  treasurer.  North  Shaba,  Zaire 


to  pay  parts  of  the  salaries  of  specific 
missionaries. 

He  said  that  it  will  still  take  about  a  20 
percent  increase  in  congregations’  giv¬ 
ing  for  the  balance  of  1985  over  the  same 
period  last  year  for  this  year’s  goal  to  be 
reached.  But  he  said  he  was  confident 
that  end-of-the-year  giving,  which  typ- 
cially  is  greater  than  at  other  times  of  the 
year,  will  make  up  much  of  the  deficit. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Miller  emphasized 
that  churches  of  fewer  than  300  mem¬ 
bers  need  only  to  pledge  $3  per  member 
per  year  to  the  support  of  a  missionary 
in  order  to  participate  in  the  covenant 


program.  Some  larger  churches,  he  said, 
give  as  much  as  $1,000  per  month.  Mr. 
Miller  is  a  “missionary  interpreter”  and 
a  former  missionary  in  Zimbabwe  whose 
job  is  to  explain  to  churches  how  they 
can  covenant  with  missionaries. 

The  World  Division  has  some  500  mis¬ 
sionaries  throughout  the  world  but  reports 
“there  are  many  additional  requests” 
which  go  unmet  for  lack  of  funds. 

Information  on  how  congregations  can 
establish  a  covenant  relationship  with  a 
missionary  can  be  obtained  from  annual 
conference  missionary  secretaries. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


$500,000  in  direct  relief  to  churches  re¬ 
questing  it  as  part  of  “our  historic  man¬ 
date”  to  respond  to  crisis  situations. 

The  second  stage  is  creation  of  a  task 
force  to  develop  a  strategy  for  raising 
the  remaining  $4  million  per  year. 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  mission 
board— which  last  spring  gave  the  World 
Division  a  $500,000  emergency  grant  to 
meet  an  operating  budget  shortfall- 
agreed  to  non-financial  participation  in 
the  current  emergency  proposal.  The  di¬ 
vision’s  role  will  be  primarily  to  look  at 
strategies  for  addressing  the  underlying 
causes  of  the  crisis  and  to  promote  a 
wider  understanding  of  the  need  for  a  re¬ 
sponse  by  the  church. 

View  from  Zaire  given 

A  missionary  couple  present  at  the 
Global  Ministries  meeting  endorsed  the 
board’s  action  to  set  up  an  emergency 
fund  for  Third  World  churches. 

Jeff  and  Ellen  Hoover,  both  38,  have 
been  board-sponsored  missionaries  for 
six  years  in  Labumbashi,  a  city  of  1  mil¬ 
lion  in  the  African  country  of  Zaire.  The 
Hoovers  teach  history  at  the  local  uni¬ 
versity  and  church  history  at  a  nearby 
United  Methodist  seminary. 

“I’m  pleased  the  church  is  talking 
about  the  impact  of  the  global  economic 
crisis  on  the  mission  churches,”  Mr.  Hoo¬ 
ver  said. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  church  in  some 
countries  where  economies  are  collaps¬ 
ing  is  the  "only  legitimate  institution 
through  which  people  can  work”  to  bring 
about  change. 


Mrs.  Hoover  said  that  the  crisis  is 
"more  than  financial,”  however,  and 
that  U.  S.  church  members  need  to  look 
at  several  facets  of  their  responsibility 
to  mission  churches. 

The  Hoovers  cited  three  needed  focal 
points  besides  financial  for  U.  S.  mis¬ 
sionary  efforts. 

First,  they  said,  “education  is  needed 
in  the  United  States  about  the  role  the  U. 
S.  plays  in  the  economics  of  Third  World 
countries.” 

From  their  vantage  point,  the  Hoovers 
said,  it  is  clear  how  “self -centered”  the 
U.  S.  is  and  how  "we  don’t  pay  very 
much  attention  to  the  rest  of  the  world." 

Secondly,  the  Hoovers  said  that,  de¬ 
spite  the  present  emergency  need  for 
help  from  the  U.  S  churches,  efforts 
should  be  made  to  help  mission  churches 
become  more  self-sufficient  rather  than 
encouraging  a  dependency  on  the  U.  S. 
churches. 

Finally,  they  said,  overseas  churches 
need  to  focus  on  "human  development," 
including  the  promotion  of  literacy, 
community  organization  and  encourag¬ 
ing  “spiritual  liberation”  and  feelings  of 
self-worth. 

The  Hoovers  also  said  that  part  of  the 
emergency  is  due  to  a  "leadership  crisis” 
in  many  Third  World  countries  and 
churches.  “Available  leaders  are 
stretched  thin  and  paid  too  little,”  Mrs. 
Hoover  said. 

She  said  that  teachers  in  Zaire,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  make  only  $16  per  month— hard¬ 
ly  enough  even  to  eat  on  in  a  country 
with  rampant  inflation.  As  a  result,  even 
the  best  educated  people  need  to  hold 
two  and  even  three  jobs  just  to  eke  out  a 
living,  let  alone  be  leaders  in  the  church. 


Agency  split  in  boycotting  Campbell 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK -A  sharply  divided  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  voted  to 
endorse  a  boycott  of  Campbell  Soup  Co. 
products  at  its  fall  meeting  Oct.  21-25. 

The  boycott  was  initiated  in  1979  by 
the  Farm  Labor  Organizing  Committee 
on  behalf  of  migrant  farm  workers  to 
get  better  pay  and  working  conditions. 

Board  members  voted  66  for  and  55 
against  the  resolution  to  boycott  Camp¬ 
bell.  There  were  10  abstentions. 

The  strenuously  debated  resolution 
called  for  a  boycott  of  all  Campbell 
products,  including  Pepperidge  Farm 
and  other  items  produced  by  Campbell 
under  different  labels.  Endorsement  of 
the  boycott  is  scheduled  to  last  through 
Nov.  1,  1986,  unless  satisfactory  contract 
negotiations  occur  before  then. 

Lengthy  and  emotional  debate  preced¬ 
ed  the  vote. 

Bishop  Edsel  Ammons  (West  Ohio 

Proposed  vote 
over  Nicaragua 
rights  defeated 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— A  resolution  expressing 
"concern”  about  religious  freedom  in 
Nicaragua  failed  to  move  beyond  the 
Latin  American/Caribbean  committee 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  last  week. 

The  resolution  was  proposed  in  light  of 
Nicaragua  President  Daniel  Ortega’s  re¬ 
cent  clampdown  on  civil  and  political 
liberties. 

According  to  international  press  re¬ 
ports,  Mr.  Ortega  took  the  action  as  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  of  Nicaraguans  were 
expressing  opposition  to  his  government 
through  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Members  of  Mr.  Ortega’s  Sandinista 
Party  were  reported  as  occupying  on 
Oct.  12  an  annex  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
headquarters  and  shutting  down  a  new 
church  publication  while  the  president 
issued  a  decree  further  limiting  the  right 
of  citizens  to  hold  public  meetings,  ex¬ 
press  themselves  on  political  and  social 
matters  and  to  move  freely  within  the 
country. 

The  proposed  Global  Ministries  resolu¬ 
tion  called  for  the  missions  board  to  “ex¬ 
press  concern  over  the  suspension  of 
civil  rights  and  infringment  of  religious 
freedom  and  express  the  hope  that  such 
actions  will  soon  be  rescinded.” 

Committee  chairperson,  the  Rev. 
Walker  Railey  of  Dallas,  Texas,  reported 
to  the  full  World  Program  Division 
board  that  the  committee  engaged  in  a 
“time-consuming  struggle”  with  the 
complexities  of  the  Nicaragua  situation 
and  eventually  voted— with  only  two  dis¬ 
senting  votes— not  to  decry  the  situation 
in  Nicaragua. 

Dr.  Railey  said  some  opposed  the  reso¬ 
lution  because  they  thought  "we  should 
protest  curtailment  of  civil  liberties  every¬ 
where"  and  not  just  in  Nicaragua. 

Others,  he  said,  didn’t  feel  they  had 
enough  facts. 

Some  persons  were  bothered  about  ex¬ 
pressing  concern  for  Nicaraguan  actions 
when  U.S.  support  of  rebels  there  was 
cited  by  President  Ortega  as  the  reason 
for  his  actions,  Dr.  Railey  said. 

The  maker  of  the  original  resolution, 
Helen  R.  Coppedge  of  Fort  Valley.  Ga.. 
thanked  the  committee  for  its  efforts 
and  energy  in  considering  the  resolution. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Nichols  of  Davenport. 
Iowa,  was  one  of  the  two  who  voted  to 
support  the  resolution.  Mr.  Nichols  said 
that  he  has  backed  Nicaragua’s  Sandinis¬ 
ta  government.  Nevertheless,  he  said, 
"the  church  has  to  speak  against  injus¬ 
tice  wherever  it  is  found." 

"We  are  inclined  to  treat  our  loved  ones 
in  such  a  way  that  we.  overlook  vices  and 
excesses.  But  if  they're  wrong,  we  should 
say  so.”  -STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Area)  made  an  impassioned  plea  for  the 
board  not  to  endorse  the  boycott. 

Most  laborers  and  farmers  affected  by 
the  boycott  are  in  Ohio  and  Michigan. 

Local  efforts  for  reconciliation 

Bishop  Ammons  asked  board  mem¬ 
bers  to  use  “creative  waiting”  so  that  he, 
Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Michigan  Area)  and 
other  United  Methodist  leaders  in  those 
areas  could  continue  their  work  with  a 
newly  formed  task  force  seeking  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  and  reconcile  the  situation. 

"Wisdom,  time  and  patience  are  our 
best  allies  as  we  seek  to  make  reconcila- 
tion.  If  we  fail,  I  will  affirm  the  boy¬ 
cott,”  Bishop  Ammons  said. 

Urging  the  board  to  join  the  boycott, 
the  Rev.  Jose  Palos  of  San  Antonio,  Tex¬ 
as,  said,  "Some  people  say  Campbell  is  a 
.  good  company  because  it  does  charitable 
activities.  Charity  is  good,  but  so  is  jus¬ 
tice.  This  boycott  is  a  means  to  get 
Campbell  to  work  out  justice.  They’ve 
dragged  their  feet  for  six  years." 

After  the  boycott  was  approved  an  ob¬ 
viously  disappointed  Bishop  Ammons 
told  the  Reporter,  “I  see  myself  as 
caught  between  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  I  have  a  good  record  for  defend¬ 
ing  justice,  but  we  need  some  bridge 
building  and  we  need  to  learn  how  to  live 


on  both  sides  of  issues  or  we’ll  all  be  in 
trouble. 

“The  church  has  to  live  in  the  middle 
and  help  work  through  difficult  situa¬ 
tions.  When  working  in  conflictive  situa¬ 
tions  the  church  can  come  out  bearing 
the  cross,”  he  admitted.  “We  have  a  task 
force  working  in  my  area,  and  I  will  talk 
reconcilation  there.” 

Women’s  Divison  favors  boycott 

A  major  force  for  joining  the  boycott 
was  the  Women’s  Program  Division  of 
the  board. 

Women’s  Division  directors,  as  is  their 
custom,  met  prior  to  the  rest  of  the 
board.  They  voted  41-10  in  favor  of  the 
boycott.  When  proposed  for  the  whole 
board’s  approval,  Women’s  Division  de¬ 
cisions  generally  are  adopted,  as  the 
Women’s  Division  represents  nearly  80 
percent  of  the  votes  needed  for  a  major¬ 
ity  decision  by  the  full  board. 

In  asking  people  not  to  buy  Campbell 
products,  Women’s  Division  directors 
also  hit  Campbell’s  popular  program  of 
giving  nonprofit  groups  educational, 
sporting  goods  and  other  equipment  in 
exchange  for  labels  from  Campbell 
products. 

The  Women’s  Division  asked  United 
Methodist  Women’s  groups  to  stop  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  firm’s  “labels  for  educa¬ 


tion”  program. 

Dorothy  Ravenhorst  of  Lexington,  Va., 
pointed  out  the  Virginia  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  save  the  soup  company’s  la¬ 
bels  to  exchange  for  sporting  goods  and 
other  equipment  for  a  local  Bethlehem 
Center.  Two  or  three  years  will  be  required 
to  turn  this  practice  around,  she  said. 

Mary  Lou  Evans  of  Cape  Neddick, 
Maine,  said  support  of  the  boycott  would 
encourage  a  settlement  in  time  for  spring 
contract  negotiations  among  workers, 
farmer  associations  and  Campbell. 

The  goal  of  the  boycott  is  to  encourage 
Campbell  to  negotiate  the  price  it  pays 
farm  owners  who  grow  vegetables  for 
the  company  on  the  basis  of  collective 
bargaining  agreements  reached  between 
the  growers  and  farm  workers. 

The  complicated  three-way  negotia¬ 
tions  between  Campbell,  the  growers 
and  farm  workers  have  been  mediated 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
since  1984. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  re¬ 
cently  rejected  joining  the  boycott,  pre- 
fering  to  continue  its  work  as  a 
mediator. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  now 
joins  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  which  voted  at  its  meeting  earli¬ 
er  in  October  to  endorse  the  boycott  of 
Campbell  Soup  Co. 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 

Woman  at  age  69  believed  to  be  oldest  to  enter  fulltime  ministry 


While  some  women  Catherine  Salis¬ 
bury’s  age  are  wrapping  themselves  in 
lap  robes  and  blankets,  this  newly  or¬ 
dained  United  Methodist  minister  is  bun¬ 
dling  up  to  fight  the  bitter  elements  to 
visit  parishioners  in  her  new  two-point 
charge  in  northern  New  York. 

Mrs.  Salisbury  of  Mannsville,  N.Y., 
who  will  turn  69  in  November,  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  oldest  woman  brought 
into  full  connection  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  according  to  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Kohler,  director  of  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

She  was  ordained  an  elder  by  Bishop 
Forrest  Stith  and  became  a  full  member 
of  the  Northern  New  York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  last  June. 

“Catherine  spent  17  years  as  a  public 
school  teacher,  raised  six  children  and 
helped  her  husband  run  a  dairy  farm. 
She  is  quite  capable,"  said  the  Rev.  Alli¬ 
son  Wood,  her  district  superintendent  in 
the  Black  River-Ontario  district. 

Mrs.  Salisbury,  a  grandmother  of  10, 
says  that  one  of  her  strongest  points  is 
visitation. 

“I’ve  been  exploring  all  the  country 
roads  in  this  area  finding  homes  of  pa¬ 
rishioners,”  she  said.  “I  love  to  go  and  sit 
and  talk  with  the  people  ...  get  to  know 
them  better.  I’m  a  good  listener,  and 
people  love  to  talk.  I  become  friends 
quickly  with  them.” 

Building  close  friendships  with  her  pa¬ 
rishioners  is  one  of  her  attributes,  Mr. 
Wood  said.  At  her  ordination,  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  kidding  and  support  from 
members  of  the  congregation  she  had  led 
while  still  in  seminary,  Mr.  Wood  re¬ 
called. 

"People  have  a  great  deal  of  respect 
for  Catherine,”  Mr.  Wood  continued, 
"and  surprisingly  one  of  her  greatest  fol¬ 
lowings  is  from  young  people  and  teen¬ 
agers.  They  love  her  like  a 
grandmother.” 

Mrs.  Salisbury  said  it  wasn’t  until  her 
husband  died  and  she  retired  from  teach¬ 
ing  at  age  62  that  she  began  "searching 
for  who  I  really  was. 


Catherine  Salisbury 

“I  think  the  Lord  had  been  trying  to 
lead  me  into  the  ministry  all  along  but  I 
didn’t  accept  the  call  until  I  was  63,”  she 
said. 

Mrs.  Salisbury  started  taking  classes 
at  Drew  Theological  Seminary  in  Madi¬ 


son,  N. J.,  and  finished  three  years  later. 

When  not  preaching  at  one  of  the  two 
churches,  Mrs.  Salisbury  spends  her  time 
on  peace  pursuits.  She’s  a  member  of  the 
Ecumenical  Watertown  Neighbors  for 
Peace  and  works  with  Peace  With  Jus¬ 
tice  projects  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Mrs.  Salisbury  laments  that  she  must 
retire  from  the  active  ministry  next  year 
but  says  her  three  years  in  seminary 
have  prepared  her  well. 

“I  may  not  be  in  the  pulpit  every  Sun¬ 
day  but  I  won’t  stop  my  work  either,” 
she  quipped. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


us  feed  the 
hungry 


through 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  COUNSELING  CENTER  &  Fam¬ 
ily  Ministry.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church. 
Memphis.  TN  Send  resume  to  Maxie  Dunnam. 
4488  Poplar  Ave  ,  Memphis.  TN  38117 


PART-TIME  PROFESSIONAL  CHRISTIAN  EDU 
CATOR  with  experience  to  have  responsibility  in 
children's  church  school  program  Please  send  re¬ 
sume  to  the  Director  of  Christian  Education.  P.  O. 
Box  22013,  Houston.  TX  77227 


The 

Potato  Project 

Society  of  St.  Andrew  gift  cards  allow  you 
to  give  a  unique  gift  in  honor  of  that  spe¬ 
cial  person  on  your  gift  list  When  a  gift  of 
$10  or  more  is  given  to  the  Society  of  St 
Andrew,  an  original  card  will  be  sent  to  the 
individual  in  whose  honor  the  gift  has 
been  given  It's  a  perfect  way  to  share  the 
true  spirit  of  our  Lord’s  birth  with  those 
you  love. 

Send  Gifts  to  Society  of  St.  Andrew 
P  O.  Box  329  •  Big  Island.  VA  24526 

I  We  are  a  United  Methodist  Advance  Special) 


Knock,  and  it  will 
be  opened  to  you 

Some  people  knock  at  the 
door  of  higher  education  and 
find  it  tightly  closed.  Insufficient 
financial  resources  prevent 
them  from  achieving  the  edu¬ 
cation  they  seek. 

The  United  Methodist  Scholar¬ 
ship  and  Student  Loan  Fund 
program,  however,  opens  the 
door  to  educational  oppor¬ 
tunity.  It  can  make  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  staying  in 
college  or  graduate  school 
and  dropping  out. 

Your  offering  on  United 
Methodist  Student  Day— Dec. 
29,  1985— will  help  support 
this  vital  ministry. 

For  information,  contact:  Dr. 
Esther  Edwards.  Office  of 
Loans  and  Scholarships.  PO. 
Box  871.  Nashville.  TN  37202- 
0871,  (615)  327-2700. 

UTOom 
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New  studies  aim 
to  stop  church 
falloff  of  men 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

When  God  created  humankind,  "...  male  and  female  God 
created  them,”  and  the  church  needs  to  keep  that  difference 
in  mind. 

So  say  leaders  of  the  United  Methodist  Men  after  three 
years  of  “probing,  experimenting  and  testing”  which  indicates 
the  church  is  losing  men  because  it  has  not  understood  them. 

Researchers  looking  for  answers  to  questions  raised  by  con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Men  presidents— such  as  why  are 
men  leaving  the  church  and  what  should  a  mature  Christian 
man  look  like— found  some  alarming  answers. 

Discoveries  reflected  in  course 

The  result  of  this  probing  is  a  new  spiritual  formation 
course.  The  course,  A  Spiritual  Journey  for  Men,  reflects  sev¬ 
eral  discoveries  about  how  men  grow  spiritually. 

One  discovery  stands  out,  according  to  national  United 
Methodist  Men  executive  Jim  Snead. 

“Men  are  tired  of  wading  in  th$  shallows  (spiritually);  they 
want  to  plunge  into  the  ocean  depths  of  experience  with  God,” 
Mr.  Snead  said. 

Men  want  change,  Mr.  Snead  continued.  “They  are  going  to 
go  to  Full  Gospel  churches  and  other  places  if  we  (United 
Methodists)  do  not  give  them  an  opportunity  for  growth.” 

According  to  Mr.  Snead,  studies  show  that  80  percent  of 
men  are  non-verbal,  action  oriented,  while  women  are  pre¬ 
dominately  verbal.  The  traditionally  verbal  church  has  given 
little  recognition  to  the  non-verbal  person,  he  said. 

One  reason  for  aiming  the  course  specifically  at  men  rather 
than  including  women,  said  its  author,  the  Rev.  G.  Ross  Free¬ 
man,  was  that  leaders  of  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  (a  weekend 
spiritual  formation  retreat  program)  found  that  when  men 
and  women  were  separate,  each  group  “walked”  farther. 

"We’ve  found  that  when  the  two  are  together,”  Dr.  Freeman 
said,  “the  men  tend  to  be  silent.” 

Three  other  discoveries  influenced  the  design  of  the  course 
for  men  and  provided  insight  for  meeting  men’s  spiritual 
needs.  Dr.  Freeman  said.  Researchers  found: 

•  Men  grow  better  spiritually  in  groups  than  alone. 

•  Men  can  follow  a  “spiritual  road  map”  better  than  they 
can  grow  accidentally. 

•  Men  can  demonstrate  the  gospel  better  than  they  can  ver¬ 
balize  it. 

The  same  principles  will  work  with  women,  Dr.  Freeman 
explained  in  answer  to  a  question  why  women  were  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  new  course.  The  course  has  been  directed  at 
men,  he  said,  “because  men  have  felt  such  a  loss  of  identity.” 

One  topic  dealt  with  in  the  course’s  introductory  sessions  is 
men’s  identity  crisis  in  the  midst  of  changing  roles  of  women. 

20  course  hours  required 

The  spiritual  journey  which  thousands  of  men  are  expected 
to  begin  in  the  next  few  months  will  take  20  hours  over  eight 
months. 

It  starts  with  an  introductory  four-hour  “twi-night  retreat,” 
two  hours  on  each  of  two  consecutive  nights.  Then  small 
groups  of  five  to  seven  men  will  meet  one  hour  a  week  for  ten 
weeks  to  offer  mutual  encouragement  and  help  each  other 
work  out  individual  spiritual  growth  plans  or  “road  maps.” 

In  the  last  phase  of  the  journey,  the  men  will  meet  together 
one  hour  a  month  for  six  months  to  explore  ways  they  can 
demonstrate  the  faith  as  they  seek  to  become  mature  Chris¬ 
tians. 
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Education  board  takes  initiative 
toward  UMC  college  in  Africa 


A 

WRITUAJ. 

JOURNKY 

for  men 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

Shfrt-pocket-sized  materials  are  just  one  approach 
United  Methodist  Men  are  using  to  get  more  men  inter¬ 
ested  in— and  staying  in— the  church. 


A  study  book  on  “the  mighty  acts  of  God”  (creation,  deliver¬ 
ance  from  Egypt,  the  giving  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  the 
incarnation,  the  crucifixion,  and  Pentecost)  will  help  men  ex¬ 
amine  the  situation  before  and  after  each  of  these  biblical 
"acts.” 

According  to  Mr.  Snead,  participants  will  then  begin  to  see 
how  a  man  can  demonstrate  a  specific  act  of  God  in  his  own 
daily  living. 

Research  behind  the  new  program  was  carried  out  with  as¬ 
sistance  of  United  Methodist  Men  conference  prayer  advo¬ 
cates  (related  to  The  Upper  Room’s  Living  Prayer  Center)  college  proposal, 
and  participants  in  men’s  prayer  and  Bible  conferences  in 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  and  at  Aldersgate  in  Oregon. 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— The  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  contin¬ 
ued  last  month  advancing  its  year-old  ef¬ 
forts  to  start  a  United  Methodist  college 
in  Africa. 

But  the  progress  did  not  come  without 
a  touch  of  uncertainty.  That  was  prompt¬ 
ed  by  failure  of  a  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  representative  to  appear  in 
Nashville  to  endorse  the  effort. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  mission  board,  had  been 
scheduled  to  address  the  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  agency  Oct.  17.  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  staff  members 
had  billed  the  address  as  an  important 
sign  of  partnership  in  missions  between 
the  two  boards. 

The  1984  General  Conference  expand¬ 
ed  the  Nashville  board’s  jurisdiction  to 
include  higher  education  and  ministry 
activities  overseas  in  collaboration  with 
Global  Ministries.  Previously,  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  had  exercised  sole  authority 
over  such  United  Methodist  programs 
overseas. 

Mr.  Nugent  told  Associate  Editor  Ste¬ 
phen  Swecker  last  week  in  New  York 
that  an  “emergency  personnel  situation” 
had  kept  him  from  making  the  trip.  The 
mission  board  chief  emphasized  that  his 
absence  did  not  indicate  any  lack  of  sup¬ 
port  by  him  or  his  agency  for  the  African 


Africa  school  fund  eyed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  — United  Methodists 
may  soon  be  asked  to  help  build  a  de¬ 
nominational  college  in  Africa. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry,  meeting  Oct.  15-19, 
adopted  a  proposal  to  establish  an  "Af¬ 
rican  Higher  Education  Development 
Fund.” 

The  proposal  goes  before  the  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries,  which  must 
approve  any  special  fund-raising  cam¬ 
paigns.  The  council  begins  its  five-day 
meeting  Nov.  1. 

If  the  special  gift  is  approved,  the 
board  hopes  to  start  raising  funds  in 
January  and  to  raise  at  least  5200,000 
by  December  1988. 

Some  funds  would  pay  for  consulta¬ 
tions  with  African  leaders  and  techni¬ 
cal  advisers  on  feasibility  and  design 


would  provide  planning  grants  to  exist¬ 
ing  African  institutions  that  might  be¬ 
come  centers  for  the  construction  efforts. 

Receipts  over  *200,000  would  pay  for 
“surveys  and  possible  purchase  of 
property  and  other  capital  invest¬ 
ment,"  the  proposal  says. 

“Basically,  a  World  Service  Special 
Gift  of  the  type  we  are  proposing  gives 
us  access  to  the  discretionary  giving  of 
people  throughout  the  church  interest¬ 
ed  in  this  program,"  said  the  Rev.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  higher  education  and 
ministry  chief  executive. 

"We  were  urged  by  the  general  coun¬ 
cil  to  test  this  vehicle.” 

Denominational  regulations  specify 
that  World  Service  Special  Gifts  must 
come  from  contributions  made  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  local  church  support  for  regular 
World  Service  apportionments  and  an- 


for  a  post-secondary  institution,  the  nual  conferences  askings, 
board's  proposal  says.  Other  funds  -DOUGLAS F.  CANNON 


Tested  in  local  churches 

The  spiritual  formation  course  for  men  was  tested  by  sever¬ 
al  local  churches  and  in  conference  United  Methodist  Men's  re¬ 
treats  in  10  different  annual  conferences  before  it  was 
formally  introduced  at  the  national  United  Methodist  Men 
Congress  at  Purdue  last  July. 

Since  then  it  has  been  presented  to  some  25  conference 
men's  retreats.  At  least  one  annual  conference,  North  Geor¬ 
gia,  has  appointed  a  coordinator  “to  make  it  happen." 

Turner  Smith,  lay  leader  of  the  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
said  the  concept  of  the  course  was  well  received  at  his  confer¬ 
ence's  recent  men's  retreat.  District  presidents  will  be  pro¬ 
moting  use  of  the  course  in  that  conference,  Mr.  Smith  said. 

Even  the  shirt-pocket  size  of  participants'  notebooks  and 
leaders  guides  are  designed  for  men’s  convenience.  Nearly 
17,000  copies  of  the  notebooks  and  half  as  many  leaders' 
guides  for  A  Spiritual  Journey  for  Men  had  been  purchased  by 
early  October,  Mr.  Snead  said.  Hundreds  of  requests  for  these 
materials  were  from  men's  groups  not  affiliated  with  the  na¬ 
tional  organization  of  United  Methodist  Men.  Mr.  Snead  at¬ 
tributed  this  in  part  to  interest  generated  by  the  companion 
program  study,  Demonstrate  the  Mighty  Acts  of  God,  which 
completes  the  “journey.” 

Leaders’  guides  and  participants’  notebooks  for  A  Spiritual 
Journey  for  Men  are  available  from  The  Upper  Room,  P.0 
Box  189,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0189.  Materials  for  Demonstrate 
the  Mighty  Acts  of  God  are  available  from  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  Section  of  United  Methodist  Men,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0840. 


Initiative  launched  anyway 

Even  without  the  expected  public  sign 
of  participation  by  the  mission  board, 
the  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  agen¬ 
cy  launched  its  “Africa  initiative.” 

“We  are  free  to  take  this  initiative 
with  their  (Global  Ministries’)  help.”  said 
the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  chief  executive.  “We 
are  not  a  subordinate  partner.  We  are  a 
full  partner.” 

The  board  established  a  special  inter¬ 
im  committee  to  continue  listening  to 
educational  concerns  from  African  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  examining  educa¬ 
tional  options  for  the  continent.  The 
panel  would  also  serve  as  a  liaison  with 
Global  Ministries. 

The  committee  is  to  seek  more  direct 
relations  with  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  in  central  and  southern  Af¬ 
rica.  In  the  past  year  the  board  had  re¬ 
ceived  requests  to  establish  a  college 
only  from  conferences  in  West  Africa. 

A  board  resolution  called  for  a  meet¬ 
ing  with  representatives  of  the  West  Af¬ 
rican  Central  Conferences  and  the 
African  Central  Conferences  after  the 
World  Methodist  Council  meeting  in  Nai¬ 


robi  next  July.  (United  Methodist  central 
conferences  overseas  are  similar  to  the 
five  jurisdictional  conferences  in  the 
United  States). 

That  same  resolution  directed  that 
formal  consultations  about  Africa  begin 
with  the  mission  board  by  January. 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry  staff 
members  had  been  in  "close  touch”  with 
Global  Ministries  representatives  in 
each  step  of  planning  the  approach  to 
Africa,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

“We  are  learning  even  at  this  early 
stage  that  the  question  is  not  what  can 
we  do  for  Africa,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “The 
question  is  what  can  a  joint  effort  with 
the  Africans  do  for  us  and  the  world. 

“That’s  a  liberating  experience,  and  I 
covet  that.” 

Africans  must  be  included 

Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Angola 
a  member  of  the  higher  education  board, 
emphasized  that  same  point. 

“We  (overseas  United  Methodists)  are 
partners  in  mission,”  he  said.  “We  are 
not  the  mission  field. 

"Some  people  in  this  country  still 
think  you  have  to  send  missionaries  to 
save  the  pagans  ‘over  there’  because 
there  are  no  pagans  here.” 

African  annual  conferences  must  be 
allowed  to  play  the  same  role  as  U.S.  an¬ 
nual  conferences  “in  making  the  Gospel 
a  reality  to  our  people,”  the  bishop  said. 

"The  African  initiative  is  a  willingness 
to  allow  the  African  church  not  only  to 


‘Good  News’  founder  dies 


CLEARWATER,  Fla. -The  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Keysor,  founding  editor  of 
Good  News  magazine  and  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  caucus  of  the  same  name  for 
15  years,  died  from  complications  of 
cancer  Oct.  22  at  his  Clearwater  home. 

Dr.  Keysor  launched  Good  News  in 
1967  while  pastor  of  Grace  Methodist 
Church  in  Elgin,  Ill.  In  1972  he  moved  to 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  to  teach  journalism  part 
time  at  Asbury  College  while  continuing 
to  promote  a  renewal  of  “scriptural 
Christianity”  in  the  UMC  via  both  the 
magazine  and  the  caucus. 

In  1983,  two  years  after  resigning 
from  the  caucus  and  the  magazine,  Dr. 
Keysor  and  his  wife,  Marge,  moved  to 
Clearwater  where  he  served  as  pastor  of 
a  newly-formed  Evangelical  Covenant 
church. 

In  1966  the  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  then 
editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate,  invited 
Dr.  Keysor  to  write  an  article  describing 
central  beliefs  and  convictions  of  the 
evangelical  wing  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  article,  “Methodism’s  Silent  Mi¬ 
nority,”  was  published  in  the  July  14, 
1966,  issue  of  the  Christian  Advocate. 


Dr.  Keysor  said  he  received  over  200  let¬ 
ters  and  phone  calls  in  response,  mostly 
from  pastors.  In  March  1967  the  first 
Good  News  magazine  was  published. 

In  1970  the  “Good  News”  movement 
held  its  first  annual  national  convocation 
in  Dallas.  Under  Dr.  Keysor’s  leadership 
the  movement  established  renewal  groups 
in  several  annual  conferences  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  dialogue  with  United  Methodist 
curriculum  publishers,  with  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  leaders  and  with  fac¬ 
ulty  of  United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Also  under  his  leadership  the  move¬ 
ment  published  confirmation  materials 
and  stimulated  massive  outpourings  of 
petitions  to  at  least  two  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conferences. 

Good  News  editor  the  Rev.  James  V. 
Heidinger  II,  who  succeeded  Dr.  Keysor 
in  1981,  said,  "We  have  lost  a  dear 
friend.  As  a  young  pastor,  I  found  hope 
for  our  church  through  Chuck  and  the 
‘Good  News’  movement.  He  was  a  leader 
of  courage  and  conviction  — clearly 
God’s  man  to  found  a  national  move¬ 
ment  for  spiritual  and  theological  re¬ 
newal  within  Methodism." 


Bishop  calls  AIDS 
victims  ‘new  lepers’ 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  (UMNS)-Individ- 
uals  suffering  from  AIDS  "have  become 
the  new  lepers”  and  pose  a  critical  test 
for  the  love  and  ministry  of  the  church, 
in  the  opinion  of  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Woodie  W.  White. 

“Such  persons  are  isolated  and  reject¬ 
ed,”  said  Bishop  White  in  the  Oct.  11  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference 
edition  of  The  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er.  “Those  who  know  no  one  personally 
with  the  disease  frequently  view  them  as 
a  category,  or  a  statistic,  or  even  as  a 
sinner.” 

Further,  writes  Bishop  White,  “Many 
who  want  to  be  open,  understanding,  and 
even  ‘Christian’  need  more  medical  evi¬ 
dence  and  assurance  that  the  disease 
cannot  be  transmitted  by  casual  contact. 
It  is  a  complex,  ambiguous,  frightening 
and  heartbreaking  situation.” 

Noting  that  Jesus  “specifically  in¬ 
structed”  his  disciples  “to  heal  the  lep¬ 
ers,”  Bishop  White  asks:  "How  would 
Jesus  translate  that  command  today  for 
us,  his  modern  disciples,  with  these  con¬ 
temporary  lepers?” 


Name  change  OKed 
for  Scarritt  College 


SUNDAY  MORNING  LIVE 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey  and  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
invite  you  to  worship  services  live  every 
Sunday  at  9:30  A.M.  CST. 

If  you  have  yet  to  choose  your  church 
or  are  unable  to  attend  a  service,  join 
Dr.  Bailey  for  an  hour  of  worship  in  the 
comfort  of  your  home. 

You  can  receive  this  nationwide 
telecast  if  you  subscribe  to  cable  or  have 


a  satellite  dish.  Check  your  local  listing 
for  time  and  channel. 

Morning  Worship 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

9:30  A.M.  CST 

KTVT  Channel  11 

Dallas  /  Fort  Worth 

Telstar  303  Transponder  11H 

Located  at  125°  West 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
higher  education  agency  endorsed  a 
name  change  and  a  new  financing  plan 
last  month  for  the  denomination’s  gradu¬ 
ate  training  center  for  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  and  church  music. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry,  meeting  Oct.  15-19, 
also  urged  three  traditionally  black  col¬ 
leges  in  Texas  to  merge. 

The  name  change  and  increased  fund¬ 
ing  involves  Scarritt  College  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Workers.  It  is  to  be  renamed 
Scarritt  Graduate  School. 

Scarritt,  once  a  missionary  training 
institute  for  women,  is  the  only  United 
Methodist  school  with  a  direct  corporate 
link  to  the  General  Conference,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  highest  governing  body. 

The  title  adjustment  acknowledges 
changes  in  curriculum  at  the  Nashville 
school  since  1980,  Scarritt  President 
Donald  J.  Welch  told  a  task  force  from 
the  board  Oct.  15. 

Concentration  changed  in  1980 
Scarritt,  which  began  offering  under¬ 
graduate  and  graduate  programs  in 
1924,  abolished  its  bachelor’s  degree 
training  in  1980.  Since  then  the  93-year- 
old  school  has  concentrated  on  master’s 
degree-level  instruction  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  church  music.  The  emphasis 
is  on  lay  ministry,  Mr.  Welch  said. 

The  name  change  was  part  of  a  re¬ 
written  charter  the  school’s  board  of 
trustees  had  approved  Oct.  2  and  sent  to 
the  denominational  agency  for  ratifica¬ 
tion. 

Because  of  its  relationship  with  the  to¬ 
tal  church,  Scarritt  asked  in  1984  for 
greater  financial  support  from  the  de¬ 
nomination  for  four  years.  The  school 
had  been  operating  at  a  deficit  for  many 
years. 

Scarritt  was  receiving  about  one-third 
of  the  United  Methodist  $500,000  Three 
University-College  Fund  each  year.  The 
Nashville  school  shares  that  fund  with 
American  University  in  Washington  and 
Alaska  Pacific  University  in  Anchorage. 

In  1984  the  church’s  higher  education 
board  increased  Scarritt’s  share  to 
$300,000  for  1985.  The  board  then  estab¬ 
lished  a  task  force  to  examine  the 
school’s  future  needs. 

In  March  the  task  force  recommended 
that  Scarritt  receive  the  $300,000  annual¬ 
ly  through  1988.  The  board's  Division  of 
Higher  Education  approved  that  recom¬ 
mendation  (see  UMR,  March  29).  The 
other  two  schools  would  split  the  re¬ 
maining  $200,000. 

Strings  attached  to  money 

The  full  board  ratified  that  decision 
last  month.  But  the  money  has  strings 
attached.  School  officials  have  agreed  to 


the  condition. 

Scarritt,  which  had  suffered  financial 
difficulties  during  the  1970s,  must  pay 
off  its  $1.8-million  debt  by  1988.  Further, 
Scarritt  must  increase  enrollment  from 
its  current  109  to  150  by  1988  and  step  up 
its  fund-raising  efforts. 

The  task  force  will  monitor  the 
school’s  progress  toward  these  goals. 

Scarritt  officials  reported  to  the  task 
force  Oct.  15  that  the  debt  to  the  school’s 
$3.1-million  endowment  fund  had  been 
reduced  from  $989,962  in  January  to 
$896,072. 

Fall  enrollment  has  increased  from  99 
in  1984,  said  Dana  Paul,  director  of  ad¬ 
missions.  Projected  enrollment  for  fall 
1986  is  115  to  120. 

The  school  has  received  a  record  $1.02 
million  in  gifts  so  far  this  year,  the  task 
force  learned.  Those  funds  added 
$526,784  in  new  money  to  the  school’s  en¬ 
dowment. 

Steve  Brannon,  vice  president  for  de¬ 
velopment,  reported  that  the  Scarritt 
board  of  trustees  plans  a  $5. 5-million 
capital-improvement  campaign.  The 
drive,  tentatively  scheduled  to  start  in 
the  fall  of  1986,  would  pay  off  the  debt  to 
the  endowment,  provide  money  to  re¬ 
model  campus  facilities  and  increase  an¬ 
nual  operating  funds. 

School  officials  had  borrowed  money 
from  the  endowment  fund  to  pay  operat¬ 
ing  expenses  during  the  1970s. 

Consultant  recommends  merger 

A  report  by  a  private  consulting  firm 
prompted  the  action  on  the  three  Texas 
colleges. 

The  findings  indicated  that  Huston-Til- 
lotson  College  in  Austin,  Texas;  Texas 
College  in  Tyler,  Texas;  and  Wiley  Col¬ 
lege  in  Marshall,  Texas,  could  not  long 
survive  independently. 

All  three  schools  had  encountered  fi¬ 
nancial  difficulties  and  suffered  enroll¬ 
ment  declines  in  recent  years. 

The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Hayes  Sr.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Wiley  College,  told  a  board  com¬ 
mittee  that  the  three  college  presidents 
agreed  with  the  consulting  firm  and 
wanted  to  merge.  But  he  said  trustees  at 
the  three  schools  might  not  agree  with 
the  idea. 

Trustees  for  the  three  colleges  are  to 
decide  the  question  Nov.  7-9. 

The  denominational  agency  decided  to 
send  a  letter  to  all  trustees  urging  the 
three  schools  to  merge  “for  survival, 
economic  stability  and  effective  minis¬ 
try.” 

Huston-Tillotson  and  Wiley  have  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ties.  Hutson-Tillotson  is 
also  associated  with  the  United  Church 
of  Christ.  Texas  College  is  affiliated  with 
the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


recover  its  identity  but  to  train  the  lead¬ 
ership  we  so  badly  need,”  Bishop  de  Car¬ 
valho  said. 

That  African  effort  traces  its  roots  to 
October  1984,  when  bishops  of  Liberia 
and  Sierra  Leone  formally  asked  the 
higher  education  board  to  establish  a 
university  with  a  theological  school  in 
Liberia. 

Since  then,  two  fact-finding  teams 
from  the  Nashville-based  board  have 
visited  Africa. 

In  February  four  representatives  from 
the  board’s  Division  of  Higher  Education 
went  to  Liberia  at  the  invitation  of  Bish¬ 
op  Arthur  Kulah  (Liberia).  The  four  at¬ 
tended  the  Liberian  Annual  Conference, 
met  with  United  Methodist  leaders  from 
Liberia  and  Sierra  Leone  and  visited  po¬ 
tential  campus  sites. 

That  team  recommended  that  the  nine 
United  Methodist  universities  in  the 
United  States  help  conduct  a  feasibility 
study  for  a  school  in  Liberia.  Based  on 
annual  reports  about  that  feasibility 
study,  the  board  could  then  decide  if  it 
would  make  a  recommendation  to  1988 
General  Conference  on  whether  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  African  college. 

In  August  four  people  from  the  board’s 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  attended  a 
consultation  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  on 
theological  education  in  Africa.  The  de¬ 
nomination’s  African  Church  Growth 
Committee  sponsored  the  session. 

The  consultation  recommended  that 
no  new  graduate  theological  seminary 
be  established  in  Africa.  Instead,  three 
existing  schools  should  be  strengthened. 
Each  school  would  serve  one  of  the  con¬ 
tinent’s  three  language  groups:  English, 
French  and  Portuguese. 


"Hope  for 
Tomorrow” 


“  .1 

BHASKER  deserves  a  chance  in  life.  The 
son  of  a  village  preacher  who  earns  no  more 
than  $10  a  month,  Bhasker  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  at  the  boy’s  hostel  in  Gulbarga,  India 

Through  sponsorship,  Bhasker  would  be 
given  hope  for  tomorrow  as  he  would  re 
ceive  a  good  education  plus  plenty  of  food 
for  body  and  spirit.  Would  you  give  prayerful 
consideration  to  becoming  his  sponsor? 

WORLD  CHILDREN  INC.  is  a  Christian, 
non-profit  organization,  founded  in  1965.  It 
is  U.S.  government  approved  so  all  dona¬ 
tions  are  tax-deductible.  In  1984,  WCI  sent 
90.4%  of  all  funds  received  on  overseas  to 
benefit  the  children. 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  $13  a  month,  and 
there  are  no  contracts  signed  with  WCI 
What  will  you  receive?  A  world  of  thanks 
from  a  needy  child,  his  or  her  photo,  name, 
address,  plus  information  on  the  child's  life. 

You  could  make  a  difference  in  Bhasker's 
life  or  in  the  life  of  another  needy  young¬ 
ster.  You’ll  enjoy  sharing  your  blessings 
with  a  destitute  child. 

Please  write: 


WORLDS 


CHILDREN 


I  wish  to  sponsor  o  child  whore  the 


poymont  lor  fin 


Write  to.  Mr*.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box 
2979,  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33880. 
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NOVEMBER  8,  1985 


Alternate  View  Network  will  beam  Continuing  Education  Event  from  this  earth 
station  in  Shreveport. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘14%  Interest’ 


Friends  of  ours  have  a  brilliant 
daughter  who  is  in  her  first  year  at 
Wellesley  College.  She  is  a  straight  A 
student  in  all  departments. 

The  other  night  she  called  her  dad 
to  report  an  A  grade  on  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  Calculus  test.  She  was  also  elated 
that  her  $100  savings  account  was 
drawing  14%  interest. 

Her  dad  was  thrilled  with  her  Cal¬ 
culus  grade  but  perplexed  about  the 
14%.  “But  Dad”  she  explained,  “It’s 
here  on  my  statement!  It  says  ‘inter¬ 
est  earned,  14  cents.’  ” 

That  is  priceless  because  it  is  so  re¬ 
velatory  of  our  human  condition.  We 
make  A  on  theorizing  and  theologiz¬ 
ing  about  the  Christian  faith,  but  fail 
the  pragmatic  test  of  our  daily  lives. 
We  all  know  what's  wrong  with  the 
economy  and  the  Congress.  Each  of 
us  knows  how  to  solve  the  problems 


of  war  and  violence.  We  certainly 
could  tell  the  President  a  “thing  or 
two.”  In  short,  we  know  the  answers 
to  the  questions. 

However,  do  we  know  the  right 
questions?  And,  if  so,  would  our  bril¬ 
liant  answers  really  work? 

I  used  to  wish  I  could  let  some  per¬ 
sons  take  my  place  as  a  pastor  for  a 
few  weeks.  Sometimes  I  would  like  to 
turn  the  Office  of  Bishop  over  to  a 
few  people  who  know  exactly  how  to 
do  it.  For,  finally,  "the  proof  is  in  the 
pudding”  and  the  answers  are  not  the¬ 
oretical,  but  experiential. 

The  lovely  and  brilliant  young  lady 
will  make  it  big  in  life  in  both  theory 
and  practice.  And,  I  hope  we  will  also. 


Special  Announcement 


In  the  October  11th  issue  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodist  there  appeared  an  article 
concerning  the  "Potato  Project”  which 
was  established  two  years  ago  under  the 
direction  of  two  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters.  Word  has  reached  us  that  CBS  Tele¬ 
vision  will  air  a  half-hour  special  on 
Sunday,  November  24th,  giving  emphasis 
to  this  special  ministry. 

The  program  will  be  devoted  to  the 
“Potato  Project”  and  the  "Harvest  of 
Hope,”  two  hunger  ministries  of  The  So¬ 
ciety  of  St.  Andrew,  both  of  which  relate 
to  the  Virginia  Conference  of  United 
Methodism.  Much  of  the  footage  was 
shot  in  July  of  this  year  when  44  high 


Bartholomew  UMC  Celebrates  178th  Year 


A  standing-room-only  crowd  gathered 
in  Bartholomew  United  Methodist 
Church  for  a  special  homecoming  cele¬ 
bration  on  October  13th.  Construction  of 
this  early  Methodist  meeting  house  was 
completed  in  1807  and  the  remarkably 
sturdy  edifice  still  stands  ten  miles  north 
of  Bastrop  on  Louisiana  Highway  140. 

Dr.  Houston  Roberts,  pastor,  wel¬ 
comed  the  numerous  visitors  and  special 
guests.  The  program  included  an  inspir¬ 
ing  sermon  by  Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  for¬ 
mer  Superintendent  of  the  Monroe 
District;  special  music  by  the  Sunshine 

Joyner's  Life  — 
Subject  of  New  Book 

Dr.  Harry  Hale,  Jr.,  Professor  of  Soci¬ 
ology  at  Northeast  Louisiana  University 
and  an  active  United  Methodist  Layman, 
has  been  authorized  by  Southside  United 
Methodist  Church  to  compile  a  book  on 
the  life  and  ministry  of  the  late  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner. 

Any  person  having  a  personal  remem¬ 
brance  of  her  is  asked  to  be  in  contact 
with  Dr.  Hale.  Information  about  her 
childhood  and  teen  years  is  of  special 
importance,  but  all  information  is  wel¬ 
come.  Also  sought  are  stories  about  sig¬ 
nificant  occurrences  that  illustrate  her 
personality,  character,  or  the  way  she 
related  to  people. 

Please  address  all  correspondence  to: 

Dr.  Harry  Hale,  Jr,  Department  of  So¬ 
ciology,  Northeast  Louisiana  University, 
Monroe,  La.  71209-0330. 


‘My  Job  Training’  Event  Schedule 


DAY/DATE 

1985 

Mon.,  Nov.  11 
Tues,  Nov.  12 
Wed.,  11/13 


DISTRICT 

NO/S 

NO/H&NO/S 

NO/H 


PLACE 

FUMC  Covington 
FUMC  New  Orleans 
FUMC  Houma 


TIME 

7:00  p.m. 
7:00  p.m. 
7:00  p.m. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director-Editor 
Linda  Crum 
Editorial  Assistant 
527  North  Blvd. 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70802 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Funding  debate  reopens 

old  Mississippi  wound . Page  4 

On  the  UMR  Beat: 

“Orphan  cats  are  a  lot  like 

struggling  Christians” . Page  2 

UM  television  series 

set  for  4  cable  networks . Page  3 

UM  newspaper  editor  urges 
church  to  church  missions . Page  4 


November  25,  1985 


Continuing  Education  Event  for  Clergy 
Will  Feature  Time  Management 


Left  to  right,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Dr.  Robert  Paul  and  Dr.  John  Braden  discuss 
final  plans  for  Time  Management  Seminar. 


The  second  in  a  series  of  televised 
Continuing  Education  Programs  is 
scheduled  for  November  25th  utilizing 
the  facilities  of  Alternate  View  Network, 
Shreveport.  The  schedule  will  parallel 
that  of  the  first  in  the  series.  Dr  Robert 
Paul  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  is  the  pre¬ 
senter.  The  subject  for  the  day  is  Time 
Management.  Louisiana  Clergy  have  re¬ 
ceived  time  logs  on  which  to  record  their 
daily  routines.  The  optimum  time  log  is 
for  a  30  day  period.  The  event  needs  at 
least  15  days  logged.  It  is  imperative 
that  these  logs  be  kept  faithfully  as  they 
will  be  a  large  part  of  the  learning  expe¬ 
rience.  The  format  for  the  day  will  in¬ 
clude  preaching  and  critique,  one  hour 
working  in  small  groups  before  the 
broadcast,  2  Vi  hours  teleconference  and 
Vi  hour  planning  for  the  future  The  de¬ 
sign  team  has  sought  to  respond  to  many 


helpful  suggestions  growing  out  of  the 
first  experience. 

Dr.  Paul  is  a  member  of  the  North  Da¬ 
kota  Annual  Conference.  His  last  pastor¬ 
ate  was  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Bismarck.  Prior  to  that,  he  served  as 
Council  Director  and  as  District  Superin¬ 
tendent.  He  has  led  time  management 
seminars  across  the  nation. 

Dr.  Paul  was  in  Baton  Rouge  recently, 
working  with  facilitators  from  each  dis¬ 
trict  in  preparation  for  the  November 
25th  telecast.  These  facilitators  will 
work  with  the  participants  in  the  over¬ 
view,  assessment,  goal  and  vision  state¬ 
ments  and  follow-up. 

One-half  CEU  credit  will  be  available 
upon  submitting  the  written  require¬ 
ments  for  qualification.  Instructions  for 
this  will  be  given  during  the  session. 


school  students  were  responsible  for  sal¬ 
vaging  more  than  70,000  pounds  of  pota¬ 
toes  for  shipment  to  food  banks  and 
distribution  to  the  poor.  If  they  had  not 
volunteered  their  time  and  effort,  the  po¬ 
tatoes  would  have  been  left  in  the  fields 
to  rot. 

The  30-minute  segment  of  this  CBS 
program  is  entitled,  “For  These  Times.” 
Check  your  local  paper  for  the  exact 
time  that  it  will  be  presented  in  your 
area.  This  is  a  worthwhile  project  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  You  are  urged 
to  take  the  time  to  view  it  on  the  24th  of 
this  month. 


CCOM  In  Planning  Retreat 


Dr.  Paul  speaks  to  a  group  of  Louisiana  facilitators  concerning  November  25th 
Telecast. 


Singers  of  Asbury  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe;  a  dramatic  monologue  by 
“Mrs.  Mathilda  Johnson”;  and  closing  re¬ 
marks  by  Rev.  Isaac  Patton,  former  pas¬ 
tor.  An  old-fashioned  dinner  on  the 
grounds  followed  the  morning  worship 
service. 

Wife  of  Former 
Louisiana  Bishop  Dies 

Carolyn  L.  Moore,  spouse  of  former 
Louisiana  Bishop,  Noah  W.  Moore,  died 
September  1st  in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  Mrs.  Moore  was  81  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Moore  was  born  in  Philadelphia  on 
December  14,  1904.  Her  credo  was  in¬ 
volvement.  She  served  the  YWCA, 
NAACP,  the  American  Red  Cross  and 
the  Salvation  Army. 

On  November  27,  1926,  she  and  Noah 
Moore  were  married.  Following  a  distin¬ 
guished  ministry,  Dr.  Moore  was  elected 
Bishop  in  1960  and  became  resident 
Bishop  of  New  Orleans.  He  is  retired  and 
is  residing  in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey. 


Ruston  District  No.  1 

Apportionments  Paid  for  1 985 
Dated  October  25, 1 985 


District 

1985 

Appor¬ 
tionments  Paid  YTD 

Paid  1985 

Paid  1984 

Ruston 

375,573 

290,243 

77.28% 

78.72% 

Alexandria 

350,050 

251,476 

71.84% 

72.84% 

NO/SlideU 

531,481 

378,042 

71.13% 

62.16% 

Lake  Charles 

497,373 

344,232 

69.21% 

54.10% 

Monroe 

498,638 

345,057 

69.20% 

69.90% 

BR/Hammond 

596,865 

410,583 

68.79% 

61.72% 

Shreveport 

821,287 

539.996 

65.75% 

66.61% 

NO/Houma 

520,374 

332,623 

63.92% 

64.94% 

BR/Lafayette 

517,991 

314,368 

60.69% 

56.50% 

Totals 

4,709,632  3, 

206,620 

68.09% 

64.66% 

Churches  of  Louisiana  Set 
New  Giving  Record  for  1 985 

The  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  have  set  another  record  in  their 
giving  to  apportionments  and  special  offerings  for  the  year  through  the  month 
of  October.  As  of  October  25,  $3,206,620  has  been  paid  on  Conference  Appor¬ 
tionments.  This  is  $396,374  more  than  received  in  1984  and  3.43  percent  more 
than  in  1984  for  the  same  period. 

Advance  Special  gifts,  General  Church  special  offerings,  Youth  Service  Fund 
gifts,  and  Conference  Special  gifts  come  to  a  total  of  $448,235  for  the  first  ten 
months  of  the  year. 

We  are  grateful  to  God  for  the  generous  response  of  the  Methodists  of 
Louisiana  in  the  continued  support  of  the  mission  of  Christ’s  Church  We  thank 
each  district  and  each  local  church  which  has  had  a  part  in  making  this 
excellent  report. 

J.  J.  Caraway, 
Executive  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs 


Dr.  Simmons,  CCOM  Chairperson, 
presiding  at  afternoon  session. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Planning  Session  met  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  10th.  The  morning  session  was  devot¬ 
ed  to  hearing  Dr.  Barrie  Richardson, 
Dean  of  the  School  of  Business  at 
Centenary  College,  discuss  moving  to¬ 
ward  excellence  using  magic,  principles 
of  business  and  economics  and  observa¬ 
tions  from  life.  Dr.  Richardson  intro¬ 


duced  the  group  to  the  "10%  principle." 
He  suggested  that  the  significant  gains  in 
growth  and  development  came  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  small  improvements  rather  than 
sweeping  changes.  At  lunch,  Bishop  Un¬ 
derwood  spoke  concerning  staff  needs, 
especially  involving  a  church  growth 
representative. 

Following  lunch,  the  Council  received 
copies  of  proposed  programs  from  the 
respective  board  and  agency  with  spe¬ 
cial  attention  being  given  to  new  pro¬ 
grams  for  1986.  Chairperson  Dr.  Charles 
B.  Simmons  called  for  reports  from  the 
Outdoors  Ministries  Task  Force,  the  Con¬ 
ference  Archives  and  History  Commit¬ 
tee,  Long  Range  Planning  and  Research 
and  Church  Revitalization. 

Following  these.  Dr.  Simmons  put  be¬ 
fore  the  Council  the  need  for  reviewing 
the  budget  process,  establishing  dates 
for  Conference  programs  and  staff 
meetings.  The  next  meeting  will  be  on 
Saturday,  January  25,  1986,  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  Has  New  TV  Ministry 

ikyeans 


Youth  assist  in  TV  production  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


Over  180  persons  registered  and  at¬ 
tended  the  two  special  single  events  held 
at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  recently.  The 
Reverend  Jim  Smoke,  a  nationally 
known  leader  in  singles  ministry,  led  a 
Singles  Ministry  Leadership  Training 
Seminar  as  well  as  Asbury’s  third  annual 
Singles  Conference.  He  spoke  to  persons 
from  throughout  Louisiana  and  from  Al¬ 
abama,  Mississippi,  and  Texas  as  well. 

In  the  leadership  training  seminar  he 
dealt  with  a  wide  range  of  concerns  of 
churches  doing  or  interested  in  singles 
ministry.  Starting  with  an  overview  and 
analysis  of  the  distribution  of  singles  in 
our  nation's  population  and  the  current 


180  Attend  Singles  Event  At  Asbury 

J  "_J  ministries  available  in  churches,  Jim  led 
the  participants  to  consider  the  practical 
implications  for  ministry  with  single 
adults  within  their  own  church  setting. 

He  expertly  weaved  together  Biblical 
and  sociological  understandings. 

For  the  singles  conference  Rev. 

Smoke  spoke  on  several  topics  of  inter¬ 
est  to  single  adults,  ranging  from  Identi¬ 
ty  and  relationships  to  sexuality  and 
spirituality.  During  several  hours  of  pre¬ 
sentations  he  kept  everyone’s  attention 
and  imparted  much  helpful  information. 

Comments  from  those  in  attendance 
were  extremely  positive. 

Persons  unable  to  attend  can  benefit 


First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  started  its  TV  Ministry  on  August 
18th,  1985  under  the  direction  of  Tom 
Jackson.  Viewed  over  Cable  Vision 
Channel  6  in  Baton  Rouge,  the  program 
is  30  minutes  of  the  morning  worship 
service  of  the  previous  Sunday  and  usu¬ 
ally  consists  of  the  choir  anthem  and  ser¬ 
mon.  Its  outreach  will  soon  increase  as 
the  program  will  be  telecast  in  the  New 


Orleans  area  over  the  REACH  Network. 

Assisting  with  the  production  are 
Johnny  Ahysen  and  a  number  of  college 
and  high  school  students.  The  Rev  Joe 
W.  McClain  is  Senior  Pastor. 


by  what  Rev.  Smoke  had  to  say  through 
the  medium  of  audio  cassettes.  Each  of 
his  presentations  was  recorded  and  is 
available  from  Asbury  UMC,  101  Live 
Oak  Boulevard,  Lafayette,  LA  70503 
Persons  desiring  one  or  more  tapes 
should  submit  their  orders  with  a  check 
made  out  to  Asbury  UMC.  The  tapes  are 
selling  for  $2.00  per  tape,  6  for  $10.00,  or 
all  11  for  $18.00.The  titles  are  as  follows: 
Leadership  Training  Seminar  tapes  1,  2, 
3,  4,  and  5;  Singles  Conference:  "Identity! 
Who  Am  I?”;  "Relationships:  How  to 
Build  Them";  “Spiritual  Growth:  Get 
Growing!";  "Sexuality  and  Singleness”; 
“Turning  Points”;  and  “Life  Changes! 
You  Can  Fly!”. 


Camp  Director 
Needed 

A  Camp  Director  is  needed  for 
Camp  Istrouma.  168  beautiful  acres 
of  rolling  piney  woods,  located  out¬ 
side  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  Ap¬ 
plicants  should  be  qualified  in 
recreational  management,  plant 
and  ground  maintenance  and  should 
have  a  strong  Christian  commit¬ 
ment.  Salary,  negotiable;  housing 
provided.  Send  detailed  resume  to 
Donald  J.  Hall,  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802  no  lat¬ 
er  than  November  30,  1985.  This 
position  is  available  beginning  Mav 
1. 1986. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Mission  board’s  actions  show  signs  of  ‘synergy’ 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

Is  it  possible  for  a  bureaucracy  to 
experience  “synergy”— an  unexpected 
level  of  energy  and  creativity  that  is 
more  than  the  sum  of  a  group’s  com¬ 
bined  efforts? 

One  school  of  thought  would  regard 
any  such  suggestion  as  self-contradic¬ 
tory.  A  bureaucracy  by  nature,  the  ar¬ 
gument  runs,  is  rarely  energetic  and 
hardly  ever  creative. 

What’s  more,  that  line  of  thought 
continues,  bureaucracies  never,  but 
never,  do  anything  that  is  unexpected. 

Anyone  who  saw  United  Methodism’s 
largest  bureaucracy  in  action  last 
week  in  New  York,  however,  could 
challenge  the  argument  that  “bureau¬ 
cratic  synergy”  is  impossible. 

In  fact,  the  fall  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  remark¬ 
able  for  its  vitality  and  imagination  in 
addressing  today’s  Christian  outreach 
tasks  (see  UMR,  Nov.  1  and  articles  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

That  has  not  always  been  the  case. 
The  Reporter,  like  many  other  voices 
across  the  church,  has  not  been  reluc¬ 
tant  to  point  out  perceived  shortcom¬ 
ings  in  board  actions  following  its 
semiannual  meetings. 

Actions  won’t  always  be  ‘right’ 

The  actions  of  a  complicated  meet¬ 
ing  involving  as  many  people  and  is¬ 
sues  as  our  mission  board  cannot  be 
consistently  “right”  or  popular  with  all 
segments  of  our  church. 

That  is  likely  to  be  as  true  of  the 
most  recent  meeting  as  of  any  other. 
The  difference  this  time,  however,  is  a 
“synergistic”  mixture  of  tangible  and 
intangible  qualities.  Combined,  those 
qualities  offer  a  sense  of  hopefulness 
about  our  church’s  mission  agency. 

The  board’s  most  dramatic  action  ef¬ 
fectively  revealed  those  qualities  that 
were  present  throughout  the  meeting  in 
other  less  dramatic  ways. 

With  almost  no  opposition,  Global 
Ministries  voted  to  raise  a  $  15-million 
emergency  fund  during  the  next  three 
years  to  assist  overseas  church  infra¬ 
structures  that  are  crumbling.  In  many 
cases,  those  are  the  institutions,  the 
schools,  hospitals,  etc.,  through  which 
our  church  is  directly  ministering  to 
others  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

That  decision  came  in  response  to  an 
urgent  plea  from  the  executive  of  the 
board’s  overseas  missions  division,  Peggy 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Billings,  for  $3  million  over  three  years. 

At  least  two  things  are  noteworthy 
about  that  board  action. 

First,  it  showed  a  healthy  respon¬ 
siveness  by  board  members  to  the  pro¬ 
fessional  staff’s  leadership  without 
being  dominated  by  the  staff. 

As  a  result,  a  goal  was  set  that  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  staff  expectations.  Moreover,  the 
goal  probably  reflects  more  effectively 
the  magnitude  of  the  crisis  facing  nu¬ 
merous  overseas  churches.  Many  of 
those  churches  developed  from  the  over¬ 
seas  missionary  efforts  of  an  earlier  era. 

Action  unexpected 

Increasing  the  emergency  fund  is  the 
kind  of  imaginative  and  courageous  ac¬ 
tion  that  critics  of  Global  Ministries 
have  come  not  to  expect.  In  the  past,  the 
initial  staff  proposal  quite  likely  would 
have  been  routinely  "rubber  stamped.” 

The  more  dramatic  action  suggests 
that  the  present  Global  Ministries  di¬ 
rectors  respect  staff  input  but  that  they 
are  also  capable  of  and  willing  to 
“think  for  themselves.” 

Second,  the  decision  to  increase  the 
size  of  the  emergency  fund  also  shows 
a  capability  of  Global  Ministries  direc¬ 
tors  to  “think  for  others"— especially 
for  “the  people  back  home”  who  have 
no  direct  way  to  express  their  views. 

Approving  a  substantial  emergency 
fund  to  strengthen  Christian  outreach 
overseas  reflects  what  many  have  been 
saying  for  years  should  be  a  priority  of 
our  church’s  mission  efforts.  That  is  to 
make  possible  a  witness  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Gospel  where  that  witness  other¬ 
wise  would  be  lost  or  muted. 

In  fact,  the  present  make-up  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries’  directors  probably  repre¬ 
sents  the  entirety  of  United 
Methodism’s  membership  more  than 
ever.  Even  in  instances  in  which  the 
board’s  final  action  may  not  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  reflect  “grass-roots”  views 
or  attitudes,  the  debate  leading  to  those 
decisions  reflected  a  great  diversity  of 
competing  views. 

Global  Ministries’  "representativeness” 
was  particularly,  but  somewhat  ironical¬ 
ly,  evident  in  several  other  actions. 

In  the  close  vote  to  endorse  a  boycott 
of  the  Campbell  Soup  Co.,  the  board 
went  against  the  strongly  voiced  desire 
of  directors  from  the  most  directly  af¬ 
fected  regions. 

Opposition  to  that  decision  was  led 
by  a  black  church  leader,  Bishop  Edsel 
Ammons  (West  Ohio  Area).  He  received 


vigorous  support  from  an  episcopal 
colleague,  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  (Indi¬ 
ana  Area). 

The  two  leaders’  opposition  to  the 
boycott  show  that  stereotypes  on  the 
basis  of  race  or  history  of  those  most 
likely  to  back  “social  action”  proposals 
were  not  reflected  in  this  debate. 

To  the  contrary,  the  Campbell  action 
was  not  a  knee-jerk,  get-on-the-social- 
action  bandwagon  vote.  It  was  a  hard 
and  intelligently  fought  effort  to  take 
the  most  responsible,  and  responsive, 
course  of  action  in  a  complex  situation 
affecting  thousands  of  people. 

The  same  was  true  of  a  decision  not 
to  fund  a  black  activist  organization  in 
Holmes  County,  Miss,  following  a  par¬ 
ticularly  emotional  debate.  Global 
Ministries  chose  instead  to  work  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  North  Mississippi 
conference  to  support  local  “wholistic 
ministries.” 

While  some  were  unhappy  with  that 
decision,  no  one  suggested  that  they 
were  not  “heard”  or  that  their  views 
were  not  taken  seriously. 

Similar  struggle  occurred 

In  another  action— a  decision  not  to 
express  official  “concern”  about  the 
recent  “state  of  emergency”  actions 
taken  by  Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  gov¬ 
ernment— a  similar  struggle  between 
differing  points  of  view  occurred. 

The  debate  was  a  draining  one  in 
time  and  emotions.  But  participants 
emerged  from  it  with  open  expressions 
of  respect  for  the  views  of  those  with 
whom  they  disagreed— a  quality  fre¬ 
quently  missing  in  the  past. 

As  a  result  of  such  efforts  to  respond 
to  and  respect  each  other  and  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  grass-roots  church  members, 
the  outcome  of  nearly  every  significant 
decision  went  beyond  any  sense  that 
there  were  "winners”  and  "losers.” 

Instead,  as  one  board  member  reflect¬ 
ed,  a  deep  awareness  permeated  the 
meeting  that  “we  are  doing  the  Lord’s 
work,  sometimes  in  spite  of  ourselves.” 

That  awareness  of  “doing  the  Lord’s 
work”  was  particularly  present  at  the 
end  of  each  full  session  of  the  World 
Program  Division.  The  group’s  presi¬ 
dent,  Bishop  Roy  Sano  (Denver  Area), 
surprised  many  directors  with  his  skill¬ 
ful  leadership  of  worship  experiences. 
Moments  of  reflection,  song  and  prayer 
seemed  to  flow  from  the  meeting  itself. 

With  the  lights  in  the  huge  hotel  con¬ 
ference  room  dimmed,  and  attention 


focused  on  a  screen  filled  with  classical 
Christian  art  — scenes  from  Christ’s 
ministry,  passion  and  resurrection— 
Bishop  Sano  invited  the  directors  to 
share  their  joys,  their  concerns  and 
their  hopes. 

Each  expression  became  a  prayer 
that  brought  the  mission  board’s  activi¬ 
ties  and  concerns  under  the  larger  per¬ 
spective  of  God’s  kingdom.  Even  the 
silences  conveyed  a  "centering”  on  the 
reason  for  the  presence  of  each  person 
in  the  room:  the  love  of  God  and  the 
mandate  to  make  that  love  known  "to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.” 

We  should  mind  advice 

Our  Lord  has  cautioned  us  about  say¬ 
ing  too  confidently,  “Lo,  here  is  the 
Christ,”  when  trying  to  point  to  where 
God  is  at  work  in  the  world  (Matthew 
24:23).  We  should  be  especially  mindful 
of  that  advice  when  we  are  tempted  to 
identify  God’s  actions  with  the  efforts 
of  fallible  institutions  run  by  fallible 
human  beings. 

But  when  we  observe  signs  that  our 
church  structures  may  in  fact  be  work¬ 
ing  as  they  should— as  visible  means 
for  carrying  out  our  witness  as  Christ’s 
followers— we  should  be  willing  to  rec¬ 
ognize  and  applaud  those  efforts  and  to 
encourage  more  of  the  same. 

For  the  moment,  at  least,  United 
Methodism’s  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  appears  to  deserve  such  applause 
and  to  need  that  encouragement. 

This  development  should  encourage 
those  who  have  drifted  toward  cyni¬ 
cism  about  the  potential  of  our 
church’s  bureaucracy,  including  the 
other  general  boards  and  agencies,  for 
being  sources  of  renewal  and  inspira¬ 
tion  to  the  rest  of  the  church. 

In  some  respects,  frequently  voiced 
and  often  understandable  despair 
about  “the  bureaucracy”  could  lead  to 
self-fulfilling  prophecies.  They  rein¬ 
force  negative  attitudes  and  percep¬ 
tions  that  make  those  agencies’  labors 
more  difficult  than  they  already  are. 

We  should  at  least  acknowledge  the 
possibility  that  now  and  then  a  bureau¬ 
cracy  can  have  an  experience  of  “syn¬ 
ergy”  that  lifts  it,  and  the  rest  of  the 
church,  to  a  more  faithful  level  of  per¬ 
formance. 

When  that  occurs,  what  we  call  “syn¬ 
ergy”  may  simply  be  revealed  as  an¬ 
other  name  for  a  more  traditional  term 
in  the  Christian  lexicon:  the  movement 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


NOVEMBER  8,  1985 


Here  I  Stand 

Legal  system  should  permit 
Christians  to  tell  their  story 


By  RICHARD  H.  PETERSON 

Ever  since  the  jailing  of  the  Rev.  Sun 
Myung  Moon  of  the  Unification  Church,  I 
have  been  deluged  with  material  con¬ 
cerning  religious  freedom  in  America. 

The  deluge  has  come  in  the  form  of 
newspapers,  letters  I 
and  articles  in  the 
public  media.  It 
seems  we  are  now  in 
the  midst  of  serious 
questions  about  the  | 
position  of  religious 
freedom  in  Ameri-  ^ 

can  life.  \f 

So-called  “main-  Richard  Peterson 
stream”  religion  has  not  felt  the  impact 
as  seriously  as  those  groups  on  the  edge 
of  public  acceptance.  Those  groups  are 
thus  of  no  real  concern  to  “mainstream” 
Christians. 

In  each  case  of  religious  freedom  con¬ 
flicting  with  national  standards,  real  is¬ 
sues  have  been  at  stake.  That  has  never 
been  more  evident  than  in  the  case  of  16 
people  arrested  early  in  1985  for  trans¬ 
porting  and  harboring  Central  American 
refugees. 

At  the  time  of  their  arraignment,  the 
federal  attorneys  representing  the  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Service 
asked  the  judge  not  to  allow  those  ac¬ 
cused  to  talk  about  refugees,  internation¬ 
al  agreements  or  religious  convictions  as 
part  of  the  defense. 

Separation  of  functions  noted 

In  April  1985, 1  wrote  to  the  U.S.  sena¬ 
tors  from  Arizona  and  my  U.S.  represen¬ 
tative.  I  received  very  courteous  replies 
from  each  one  except  Sen.  Barry  Gold- 
water.  Those  replies  indicated  a  separa¬ 
tion  between  the  legislative  and  judicial 
branches. 

On  Sept.  30, 1985, 1  again  wrote  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  to  my  honorable  represen¬ 
tative  in  Congress: 

“Dear  Sir: 

“On  April  24,  1985,  I  wrote  with  con¬ 
cern  about  the  11  persons  who  are  going 
to  be  tried  for  aiding  and  providing  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  illegal  aliens  in  the  United 
States.  At  that  time  I  asked  the  question: 
‘How  could  a  federal  prosecuting  attor¬ 
ney  ask  a  court  of  law  to  deny  these  peo¬ 
ple  their  constitutional  right  to  tell  their 
story.’ 

“Enclosed  is  an  article  from  a  church 
newspaper  showing  that  the  judge  ruled 
that:  (1)  the  defendants  could  not  use  the 
defense  that  their  actions  were  neces- 


‘Fundamentalism’  scholar  paints  incomplete  picture 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Oct.  11  article  by  Susan  Aguren, 
headlined  “Fundamentalists,”  about  Dr. 
Nancy  Ammerman’s  study  deserves  a 
few  comments  from  a  former  Methodist 
who  made  the  “switch”  to  a  fundamental 
church. 

The  initial  tone  of  the  article  seemed 
to  be  a  bit  satirical,  but  the  more  I  read, 
the  more  I  realized  that  Dr.  Ammerman 
was  correct,  but  not  complete,  in  her  ob¬ 
servations. 

It  is  true  that  a  stricter  lifestyle  stan¬ 
dard  is  taught  in  fundamentalist 
churches.  May  I  suggest,  however,  that 
this  standard  is  an  anchor  in  today’s  ever 
changing  world. 

Now,  rather  than  a  constant  irrational 
reaction  to  every  problem,  I  try  to  re¬ 
spond  more  along  the  lines  shown  in  the 
Bible,  and  I  have  fewer  problems  with 
“gray  areas.” 

I  am  far  from  perfect  in  this  endeav¬ 
or,  but  at  least  life  is  not  the  roller  coast¬ 
er  it  once  was.  Dr.  Ammerman  is 
correct:  People  seek  that  consistency. 

Dr.  Ammerman  did  a  great  job  ob¬ 
serving  and  reporting  the  evidences  of 
the  ‘‘fundamentalists.”  However,  she 
missed  the  real  reason  that  we  enjoy  life 
and  why  we  live  as  we  do. 
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It  is  not  the  result  of  some  “earthly 
authority”  interpretation  but  the  real 
presence  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Holy 
Spirit.  That  is  not  to  say  we  are  the  only 
people  with  this  joy.  Many  Methodist 
churches  have  it  too,  just  not  enough  of 
them. 

Dr.  Ammerman  does  make  a  very  dis¬ 
tressing  statement:  “Sure  a  lot  of  people 
are  leaving. . .  probably  to  go  nowhere.” 

Does  she  realize  what  she  said?  If  she 
is  accurate,  and  I  pray  she  is  not,  then 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  not  only 
failing  to  bring  people  to  the  Christian 
life  but  actually  driving  people  away 
from  our  Heavenly  Father! 

God  forbid  that  is  true!  If  it  is  true,  the 
church  needs  to  do  some  fast  self-evalu¬ 
ation.  Richard  Hill 

Humble,  Texas 

Series  brings  Africa  closer 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  just  a  note  to  say  that  Spurgeon 
Dunnam 's  “Africa  Journal”  has  meant 
more  to  the  church  than  you  might  realize. 

I  have  used  portions  of  it  in  sermons.  I’ve 
heard  it  discussed  in  Sunday-school  classes. 
It  was  even  used  in  a  nursing  home  devo¬ 
tional  by  our  associate  minister. 

Mr.  Dunnam  brought  Africa  into  our 
living  rooms  and  sanctuaries,  our  librar¬ 
ies  and  classrooms.  Through  him,  Kenya 
became  a  part  of  Enid. 

While  it’s  good  to  see  him  admit  he’s 
not  Hercules  in  his  article  about  sabbati¬ 


cals  for  ministers  (see  UMR,  Sept.  20),  he 
accomplished  the  even  greater  feat  of 
shrinking  the  world. 

William  B.  Oden 
Enid,  Oklahoma 

Reflection  gives  insight 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  having  Roy  Beck  on  the 
staff  at  the  Reporter.  His  article  head¬ 
lined  “It  would  be  great  if  church  were 
the  ‘perfect  cure’— or  would  it?”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  18),  was  thoughtful  and  to  the 
point. 

We  have  been  moaning  about  mem¬ 
bership  loss  for  several  years  now.  There 
are  too  many  United  Methodists  retreat¬ 
ing  to  “Sailfish  Point”  and  other  such 
places  that  prioritize  pleasure. 

Joe  L.  Marine 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Board  enhanced  credibility 

To  the  Editor: 

We  commend  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  for  listen¬ 
ing  to  grass-roots  United  Methodist 
Church  members  at  hearings  in  Califor¬ 
nia  farm  areas  (see  UMR,  Oct.  11). 

Church  members  testifying  at  six  of 
seven  hearings  overwhelmingly  request¬ 
ed  no  endorsement  of  the  table  grape 
boycott.  The  board  heard  them  and  re¬ 
sponded  affirmatively  to  their  plea,  rec¬ 
ognizing  this  is  a  time  when  two  groups 
in  adversity— farmers  and  farm  work- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


ers— both  need  our  support. 

We  suggest  that  when  United  Method¬ 
ists  buy  table  grapes,  they  give  an  addi¬ 
tional  10  percent  of  the  value  of  the 
grapes  to  a  fund  at  their  church  for  aid¬ 
ing  migrant  workers.  This  can  be  part  of 
the  reconciliation  among  farmers,  farm 
workers  and  churches. 

As  pastors  in  the  two  conferences  en¬ 
compassing  California,  we  are  heartened 
that  the  board  action  came  at  a  critical 
time,  buttressing  the  credibility  of  both 
the  democracy  and  the  communication 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Charles  A.  Woodworth  and 
Carroll  E.  Word 
Turlock,  California 

Make  age  limits  known 

To  the  Editor: 

I  know  a  well  qualified  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  director  who,  because  of  a  finan¬ 
cial  crisis  in  a  church,  is  having  to  seek  a 
position  in  another  church. 

She  has  contacted  and  sent  resumes  to 
32  churches— some  of  which  are  listed  in 
your  “classified”  columns.  It  seems  the 
only  thing  hindering  her  employment  is 
that  she  was  bom  too  soon. 

Therefore,  I  would  suggest  that  any 
advertiser  should  say:  “Wanted— a  qual¬ 
ified  person,  but  no  person  over  30,  or  40 
or  50”  (as  the  committee  may  decide). 

Why  cause  a  capable  Christian  person 
a  lot  of  trouble  and  disappointment  if 
you  have  set  an  age  limit  that  the  person 


cannot  meet?  Does  Christian  leadership 
have  an  age  limit?  James  H.  Brasher 
AVtalla,  Alabama 

Numbers  reflect  career 

To  the  Editor: 

On  Sept.  15,  my  congregation  (Gam¬ 
mons  Memorial)  celebrated  my  50th 
year  in  the  Methodist  ministry.  As  part 
of  the  program,  I  gave  the  following  sta¬ 
tistical  report: 

Members  received . 2,090 

Weddings . 820 

Funerals . 507 

Baptisms . 855 

Sermons  preached . (about  3,000) 

I  consider  this  an  average  report  of  an 
average  50  year  pastorate,  but  perhaps 
the  figures  may  be  of  interest  to  other 
pastors.  Harold  R  Hodgson 

Bridgewater,  Massachusetts 


sary  to  save  the  lives  of  the  refugees,  (2) 
that  the  defendants  acted  from  religious 
motives,  and  (3)  that  the  defendants  felt 
they  were  in  compliance  with  interna¬ 
tional  agreements  that  the  United  States 
has  signed. 

“I  simply  cannot  understand  this.  Mr. 
DeLorean  goes  to  court  and  is  allowed  to 
tell  the  jury  that  he  was  ‘set  up.’  A  mur¬ 
derer  goes  to  court  and  is  allowed  to  tell 
the  jury  that  he  was  emotionally  upset.  A 
thief  goes  to  court  and  is  allowed  to  tell 
the  jury  that  his  children  were  hungry. 
In  any  crime  that  is  normally  reported 
in  the  daily  press,  the  accused  person  is 
always  given  a  chance  to  tell  their  story. 

"I  realize  the  separation  between  the 
legislative  and  judicial  branch  of  the 
government.  Isn’t  there  any  way  that 
Congress  can  restore  the  right  of  any  in¬ 
dividual  ‘granted  by  the  United  States 
Constitution’  to  tell  their  story  to  a  jury 
of  their  peers  without  interference  from 
a  federal  judge  or  federal  attorney  who 
are  more  interested  in  making  a  point 
then  they  are  in  assuring  that  justice  is 
done? 

“I  would  really  appreciate  an  answer 
to  that  sticky  question.  I  do  feel  that  it 
ultimately  falls  to  Congress  to  provide 
an  answer.” 

Other  defenses  added 

In  paragraph  No.  3  I  mentioned  three 
defenses.  We  could  add  the  name  of  the 
Florida  man  who  killed  his  wife  "because 
he  loved  her”  or  the  current  case  of  a  Jap¬ 
anese  woman  who  tried  to  commit  suicide 
but  first  killed  her  two  children  so  they 
would  not  be  motherless  (an  acceptable 
practice  I’m  told,  in  old  Japan). 

It  seems  strange  to  me  that  every  kind 
of  defense  may  be  offered  by  every  per¬ 
son— except  those  motivated  by  reli¬ 
gious  or  humanitarian  concerns. 

I  feel  that  our  government  has  the 
“right”  to  arrest  anyone  who  violates  the 
law. 

I  strongly  feel  that  our  government 
does  not  in  any  way  have  the  right  to 
keep  those  people  from  telling  a  jury  the 
reason  for  their  actions. 

Two  freedoms  denied 

When  a  judge  prevents  a  lawbreaker 
from  telling  his/her  story,  the  judge  has 
denied  two  freedoms.  The  one  is  obvious: 
A  lawbreaker  does  not  have  a  fair  trial  if 
the  whole  story  cannot  be  told. 

Second,  the  members  of  the  jury  have 
been  slapped  in  the  face,  insulted  and 
told  they  are  not  adult  enough  to  ferret 
out  the  real  issues  in  a  case.  So,  they  are 
denied  the  freedom  to  even  hear  the 
case. 

I  think  it  is  high  time  that  all  of  us  who 
think  justice  includes  hearing  the  stories 
of  Christians  and  other  religious  people 
write  to  our  Congressional  representa¬ 
tives  and  ask  that  they  pass  laws  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  judiciary  from  taking  away  our 
basic  constitutional  freedom  of  telling 
our  story  before  a  jury  of  our  peers. 

" Here  l  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  the  Rev.  Richard  H.  Peterson,  is 
pastor  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Phoenix,  Ariz.  (Desert  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“ Here  1  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Orphan  cats  are  a  lot  like  struggling  Christians 


“There  goes  our  kitty,"  my  son  said  in 
jest  as  we  watched  a  scraggly  black  cat 
wamble  out  our  driveway. 

Then  we  laughed  at  the  absurdity  of 
proudly  claiming  the  I 
thin,  aloof  creature 
from  the  vacant] 
house  next  door. 

I  laughed  at  his  | 
bedraggled  appear¬ 
ance.  But  I  couldn’t  I 
help  admiring  his 
pluck.  For  at  least  a  I 
year,  the  cat  appar-  Roberta  Sappington 
ently  had  survived  by  his  own  resource¬ 
fulness  in  the  ‘‘jungle  of  Winnetka 
Heights.” 

I  felt  sure  he  was  the  culprit  who  tore 
open  my  trash  bags  as  they  waited  for 
pickup.  And  when  I  wondered  aloud 
where  the  cat  found  water  to  drink,  my 
son  reminded  me  of  a  neighbor’s  bird 
bath.  The  top  had  broken  when  it  was 
toppled  mysteriously  one  night. 

From  the  day  my  son  claimed  “our 
kitty,”  we  put  food  where  we  saw  the  cat 
walk.  We  watched  him  cautiously  ap¬ 
proach  and  eat.  We  gave  him  water, 
which  he  drank  thirstily. 

On  summer  evenings  as  we  sat  outside 
talking,  we  noticed,  ever  more  frequent¬ 
ly,  a  particularly  dark  shadow  sitting  un¬ 
der  a  nearby  car  or  pickup.  That  became 
a  signal  to  bring  out  the  food  dish,  which 
we  moved  gradually  closer  to  where  we 
sat. 

After  eating,  "our  kitty"  began  to  sit 
nearby— but  apart  from  us— instead  of 
leaving  abruptly  as  he  had  at  first.  He 


apparently  enjoyed  the  companionship. 

Then  he  started  appearing  at  the  back 
door  after  we  came  home  from  work. 
But  he  has  never  meowed  to  announce 
his  presence. 

He  seems  bold  on  the  step  with  the 
screen  door  safely  between  us.  But  he  re¬ 
treats  quickly  when  we  step  out  the  door. 
Once  when  I  came  toward  him  too  fast, 
he  spit  soundlessly. 

After  nearly  three  months  of  adoption, 
his  black  fur  is  glossy  and  thick.  And  he 
is  not  quite  so  thin. 

But  even  though  we  adopted  “our  kit¬ 
ty,”  he  has  placed  his  own  limits  on  how 
much  that  adoption  can  change  his  life. 

I  doubt  that  we  will  ever  be  able  to  get 
close  enough  to  pet  him  or  to  put  a  need¬ 
ed  flea  collar  around  his  neck. 

He  reminds  me  of  many  Christians. 
They  are  “adopted”  children  of  God.  Yet 
they  continue  to  live  like  orphans. 

They  hunger  for  love  and  companion¬ 
ship  but  hold  God  at  a  distance— like  a 


cat  afraid  to  be  petted. 

And  like  the  proud,  self-sufficient  cat 
that  won’t  meow  for  food,  they  don’t 
bother  God  with  their  everyday  needs. 
They  don’t  ask  in  prayer  for  the  many 
blessings  God  is  waiting  to  pour  out. 

These  spiritual  orphans  enjoy  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  church  but  are  afraid  to 
surrender  to  a  close  relationship  with 
Christ.  They  continue  to  feel  totally  re¬ 
sponsible  for  their  own  well-being,  un¬ 
able  to  trust  God  to  meet  their  needs. 

Unfortunately  the  only  time  God  can 
get  near  many  of  His  adopted  children  is 
when  we  are  too  helpless  to  run  away— 
or  when  we  find  ourselves  backed  into  a 
corner  of  circumstance  with  nowhere 
else  to  turn. 

Until  then  we  struggle  like  stray  cats 
through  life’s  "jungle,”  often  unnecessar¬ 
ily  hungry,  cold  and  lonely.  Meanwhile 
God  patiently  waits  for  us  to  surrender 
and  claim  our  inheritance. 

-ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local-church  editions 


The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
about  400  member-families  of  the  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Amarillo, 
Texas  (Northwest  Texas  conference)  and 
800  member-families  of  the  Chevy  Chase 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Chevy 
Chase,  Md.  (Baltimore  conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 


and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Amarillo  and 
Chevy  Chase,  we  say,  "Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  pa¬ 
per  interesting  and  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  other  readers  in  pro¬ 
viding  feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter." 


WHO  WILL  GO? 

Dr.  Marian  Grier  is  a  United  Methodist  missionary  from  the  North 
Georgia  Conference  working  in  Liberia.  She  is  part  of  the  Emerging 
Personnel  Needs  program  of  the  World  Program  Division. 

Dr.  Grier  is  on  the  faculty  of  the  Gbarnga  School  of  Theology  where 
she  teaches  philosophy,  advanced  Christian  ethics  and  church  and  society 
courses.  She  has  a  holistic  approach  to  being  a  Christian.  Her  background 
includes  extensive  training  in  educational  psychology,  early  childhood 
education  and  nursing.  She  utilizes  these  skills  in  her  teaching  of  Health 
at  the  Sigrun  Sundar  Home  Arts  School. 

When  Dr.  Grier  conducts  workshops  across  the  conference  for  pastors' 
wives  and  other  women  of  the  community,  she  brings  needed  information 
on  nutrition,  breast  feeding  and  the  reproductive  system.  She  also  finds 
the  women  responsive  to  her  emphases  on  self-awareness  and  the  integra¬ 
tion  of  body,  mind  and  spirit. 

Emerging  Needs 

Churches  in  many  areas  are  asking  for  more  missionaries  like  Dr.  Grier. 
The  Advance  now  seeks  to  raise  six  million  dollars  each  year  to  maintain 
the  present  level  of  support  for  personnel  on  assignment.  An  additional 
two  millipn  will  provide  for  30  more  persons  to  be  sent  for  three  years’ 
service.  High  priority  requests  from  the  national  churches  are  for  theo¬ 
logical  professors,  physicians,  nurses,  pastoral  couples,  high  school 
teachers  and  pilots. 

Your  gifts  of  any  amount  can  help  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  find  and  send  dedicated  and  highly-qualified  persons  to  serve  in 
partnership  with  Christians  in  other  countries. 

Designate  your  gifts  to  Emerging  Personnel  Needs:  008986-5  H-F. 

For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit,  send  your  gift  through  your  local  church 
treasurer.  Gifts  will  then  be  forwarded  to:  Advance  GCFA,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1439,  New  Mark.  NY  10115. 
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Religion’s  democratic  role  lauded 

Liberal  ‘think-tank’  says  U.S.  future  depends  on  religious  strength 
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By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON -A  three-year  study 
by  a  leading  think-tank  has  concluded 
that  the  future  of  American  democracy 
depends  on  the  strength  of  the  nation’s 
religious  institutions 
The  organization  also  called  for 
changes  in  public  policies  to  accommo¬ 
date  religion  in  public  life. 

The  new  study  by  the  Brookings  Insti¬ 
tution  also  states  flatly  that  secular¬ 
ism-defined  as  the  idea  of  a  society 
based  on  non-religious  principles— pro¬ 
vides  no  adequate  foundation  for  democ¬ 
racy  in  America. 

Democratic  government  "depends  for 
its  health  on  values  that  over  the  not-so- 
long  run  must  come  from  religion,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  study,  which  breaks  with  past 
positions  taken  by  secular  organizations. 

Through  religion,  the  study  says,  "hu¬ 
man  rights  are  rooted  in  the  moral 
worth  with  which  a  loving  Creator  has 
endowed  each  human  soul,  and  social  au¬ 
thority  is  legitimized  by  making  it  an¬ 
swerable  to  transcendent  moral  law.” 

Titled  "Religion  in  American  Public 
Life,”  the  389-page  report  forecasts  a  re¬ 


ligious  revival  in  the  United  States  and 
takes  heart  in  surveys  showing  wide¬ 
spread  belief  in  God  and  importance 
placed  by  people  on  religion. 

‘‘In  the  1980’s,  after  several  years  of 
decline,  the  share  of  youth  expressing 
some  form  of  religious  faith  has  begun  to 
rise.  A  new  religious  awakening  seems  well 
within  the  realm  of  possibility,”  it  says. 

On  specific  issues  the  Brookings  re¬ 
port  endorses  social  initiatives  support¬ 
ed  by  the  Reagan  administration  but 
opposed  by  proponents  of  church-state 
separation.  It  calls  for  authorization  of  a 
“moment  of  silence"  that  can  be  used  for 
voluntary  prayer  in  public  schools,  use 
of  school  facilities  for  student  religious 
meetings,  and  tax  allowances  for  tuition 
paid  by  parents  of  parochial-school  chil¬ 
dren. 

No  danger  to  church/state  roles 

Without  endangering  the  separation  of 
church  and  state,  such  initiatives  could 
facilitate  free  exercise  of  religion  by  in¬ 
dividuals  and  demonstrate  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  acknowledgment  of  the  value  of 
religion,  the  study  argues. 

The  report  on  religion  is  likely  to 


Hispanic  caucus  meeting 
to  be  ‘sanctuary,’  members 
open  to  arrest  possibility 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

The  Hispanic  caucus  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  decided  to  give  the 
sanctuary  movement  support  beyond 
merely  passing  a  resolution. 

The  MARCHA  caucus  (Methodists  As¬ 
sociated  Representing  the  Cause  of  His- 
panic-Americans),  will  declare  itself  "in 
sanctuary”  during  its  semi-annual  meet¬ 
ing  Nov.  23-24  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  . 

The  action  is  expected  to  be  primarily 
a  gesture  of  solidarity  with  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  movement,  said  MARCHA 's  execu¬ 
tive  director  Dalila  Cruz.  “But  if 
someone  comes  seeking  sanctuary,  we 
are  prepared  to  follow  through,”  she 
said. 

If  MARCHA  is  called  upon  to  give 
sanctuary  during  its  brief  stay  in  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Ms.  Cruz  said,  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  local  ecumenical 
sanctuary  organization  to  continue  to 
provide  shelter  and  sanctuary  after  the 
meeting  is  over. 

In  offering  sanctuary,  members  of  the 
caucus  will  open  themselves  to  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  arrest  on  charges  of  transport¬ 
ing  and/or  hiding,  illegal  aliens.  In  the 
event  of  arrests,  the  ecumenical  sanctu¬ 
ary  organization  will  furnish  a  legal  rep¬ 
resentative  and  assistance  from  its  legal 
defense  fund  to  help  those  arrested,  said 
Poncio  Gonzalez,  Arizona  MARCHA 
president  in  charge  of  local  arrange¬ 
ments. 

MARCHA  members  are  aware  that  at¬ 
tending  the  meeting  involves  risk,  said 


Mr.  Gonzalez.  He  said  the  national  caucus 
members  voted  unanimously  to  take  this 
action  at  a  June  meeting  in  Miami,  Fla. 

"While  there  is  some  risk  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  may  make  arrests,  the  risk  is 
minimal,”  said  Mr.  Gonzalez.  "It  (MAR- 
CHA's  declaration  of  being  “in  sandtu- 
ary”)  is  more  symbolic  — lending 
support,”  he  said. 

"I  don’t  think  the  government  wants 
any  more  involvement  with  the  church 
than  they  have  right  now,"  Mr.  Gonzalez 
said,  referring  to  the  trial  of  sanctuary 
workers  in  progress  in  Tucson  (see  UMR 
Oct.  18,  Oct.  25).  That  trial,  which  proba¬ 
bly  will  be  nearing  its  conclusion  at  the 
time  of  the  meeting,  will  be  one  of  the 
focal  points  of  the  MARCHA  sanctuary 
experience,  he  said. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Phoenix  ecu¬ 
menical  task  force  on  sanctuary  will 
bring  someone  already  receiving  sanctu¬ 
ary  or  seeking  sanctuary  to  the  MAR¬ 
CHA  meeting,  Mr.  Gonzalez  said. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Ruben  Carrico, 
pastor  of  the  Primera  Iglesia  Metodista 
Unida  where  MARCHA  will  meet,  the 
church  itself  will  not  be  giving  sanctu¬ 
ary.  He  said  the  church  has  no  problem 
with  MARCHA  doing  so.  The  church,  he 
said,  has  a  long  history  of  being  at  the 
cutting  edge  of  socio-political  issues  and 
welcomes  groups  representing  humani¬ 
tarian  causes. 

Bishop  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area),  a 
member  of  MARCHA,  said  he  is  aware 
of  the  sanctuary  provisions  and  plans  to 
attend. 


come  as  a  surprise  to  many  who  know 
the  Brookings  Institution  as  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  American  liberalism.  Brook¬ 
ings  is  the  largest  and  perhaps  most 
prestigious  of  so-called  liberal  research 
and  study  organizations  in  the  country. 
Its  scholars  are  considered  to  have  played 
important  roles  in  fashioning  social  wel¬ 
fare  programs  of  the  1960s  and  1970s. 

A.  James  Reichley,  the  study's  author, 
said  this  was  the  first  study  on  religion 
sponsored  by  Brookings  and  cited  grow¬ 
ing  recognition  of  the  importance  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  society. 

In  the  study,  Mr.  Reichley  takes  a 
highly  negative  view  of  “civil,”  or  secu¬ 
lar,  humanism,  a  viewpoint  often  con¬ 
trasted  with  the  religious  view  of  the 
world  which  the  study  asserts  has  be¬ 
come  a  strong  force  in  America. 

“In  a  democratic  society,  persons  sub¬ 
scribing  to  a  classical  humanist  ethic  are 
driven  to  hypocrisy  or  cynicism— either 
pretending  admiration  or  fellow-feeling 
for  the  masses  that  their  value  system  does 
not  sustain  or  scorning  the  political  forms 
under  which  they  live,”  the  report  says. 

“In  either  case,  social  bitterness  be¬ 
tween  humanist  elites  and  the  mass  of 
working-class  and  middle-class  citizens 
is  bound  to  follow.” 

Religion  provides  anchor 

On  the  other  hand,  the  report  states 
that  broad  adherence  to  religious  values 
serves  as  an  anchor  for  a  rapidly  chang¬ 
ing  society. 

"In  a  highly  mobile  and  heterogeneous 
society  like  the  United  States,”  the  docu¬ 
ment  reads,  “these  values  based  on  reli¬ 
gion  are  even  more  essential  to  demo¬ 
cracy  than  they  may  be  in  more  tradi¬ 
tional  societies,  where  respect  for  free¬ 
dom,  order,  and  justice  may  be 
maintained  for  some  time  through  social 
inertia  or  custom.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  study  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  religion  can  also  do  harm  to 
society.  Conflicts  between  different  reli¬ 


gious  groups  in  places  such  as  Northern 
Ireland,  Iran,  Lebanon  and  India  show 
that  “religious  fanaticism  may  easily 
lead  to  social  tragedy,”  it  says. 

While  basing  its  values  on  religion,  de¬ 
mocracies  “must  be  ever  on  guard 
against  abuses  that  some  tendencies 
within  religion  foster,"  the  study  urges. 

The  report  rejects  the  argument  ad¬ 
vanced  by  church-state  separationists 
that  removal  of  religious  symbols  from 
government-sponsored  settings  has  made 
the  government  neutral  on  religion. 

Banishment  is  not  neutral 

“Banishment  of  religion  does  not  rep¬ 
resent  neutrality  between  religion  and 
secularism;  conduct  of  public  institutions 
without  any  acknowledgement  of  reli¬ 
gion  is  secularism,”  the  study  argues. 

It  says  that  “a  society  that  excludes 
religion  totally  from  its  public  life,  that 
seems  to  regard  religion  as  something 
from  which  public  life  must  be  protected, 
is  bound  to  foster  the  impression  that 
religion  is  either  irrelevant  or  harmful.” 

“The  First  Amendment  is  no  more 
neutral  on  the  general  value  of  religion 
•  than  it  is  on  the  general  value  of  the  free 
exchange  of  ideas  or  an  independent 
press,”  the  report  states.  “The  founders’ 
conviction  that  free  institutions  derive 
much  of  their  moral  vitality  from  reli¬ 
gion  also  led  them  to  authorize  numer¬ 
ous  symbolic  expressions  of  the  religious 
character  of  the  American  people.” 

Yet,  while  depending  on  religion,  the 
system  of  democratic  government  in 
America  is  necessarily  limited  in  what  it 
can  do  to  develop  religious  beliefs  and 
institutions,  the  study  points  out.  This 
places  a  heavy  responsibility  on 
churches  and  synagogues,  it  says. 

To  maintain  its  important  role  in 
nurturing  moral  values,  the  study  recom¬ 
mends,  churches  should  avoid  “squander¬ 
ing  their  moral  authority”  by  taking 
stands  on  too  many  public-policy  issues. 


Respite  offered  parents  of  handicapped  kids 
TULSA,  Okla. — Jimmy  Rainwater,  9,  and  Robbin  Sawyer  get  together 
every  first  and  third  Friday  nights  at  Boston  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  she  helps  him  do  things  like  learn  to  read  music.  It's  part  of  a 
“respite”  program  for  parents  of  children  with  disabling  conditions. 
Those  parents  don’t  often  get  to  go  out  to  dinner  alone  because  it’s  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  a  qualified  babysitter;  also  it’s  likely  to  be  costly.  Director 
Sawyer  and  other  volunteers  care  for  up  to  nine  children  between  6  and  11 
p.m.  two  nights  a  month.  Started  six  years  ago,  the  program  is  free  and 
open  to  anyone  with  a  handicapped  child.  “We  don’t  ask  which  church 
they  go  to.  We  just  ask  that  if  they  need  help,  they  come  by,”  said  the  Rev. 
Gordon  Spencer,  director  of  special  ministries. 


Liberia  bishop’s  sermon  triggers  backlash 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  Liberian  govern¬ 
ment,  triggered  by  a  sermon  preached 
by  Liberia’s  United  Methodist  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  Kulah,  has  retaliated  against  the 
church  and  church-run  institutions  in 
that  country,  the  bishop  has  reported  in 
New  York  City. 

In  addition,  he  said,  he  was  threatened 
with  arrest  before  he  left  the  country  to 
attend  the  recent  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  meeting  here  and  could 
face  arrest  upon  his  return. 

Bishop  Kulah,  episcopal  leader  of  Li¬ 
beria’s  50,000  United  Methodists,  de¬ 
scribed  the  tense  situation  in  his 
military-run  homeland  to  colleague 
members  of  the  Global  Ministries  board. 

Institution  shutdowns  threatened 

He  said  that  as  a  result  of  a  sermon  he 


UM  series  set  for  4  cable  networks 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Four  national  cable  networks,  including 
the  Christian  Broadcast  Network  with  30 
million  subscribers,  have  signed  contracts 
with  United  Methodist  Communications  to 
carry  the  denomination’s  new  TV  show, 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  scheduled  to  go  on  the 
air  in  early  January  1986. 

Other  networks  that  will  carry  the 
magazine-style  show  will  be  ACTS,  the 
Southern  Baptist  network  with  9.4  mil¬ 
lion  viewers;  the  Alternate  View  Net¬ 
work,  operated  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  La.,  and 
shown  on  the  "Discovery"  cable  channel, 
and  the  Black  Entertainment  Television 
Network  with  approximately  10  million 
viewers. 

CBN  will  offer  the  widest  range  of 
viewers,  said  Nelson  Price,  associate 
general  secretary  of  United  Methodist 


Help  Wanted: 

Congregational  Development 

Reid  Representative,  New  Church  Devel¬ 
opment:  Works  with  the  Executive  Sec¬ 
retary  for  New  Church  Development  in 
assisting  annual  conferences,  districts 
and  local  churches  in  comprehensive 
planning  for  new  church  development, 
site  selection,  and  lay  leadership  training. 
Experience  in  new  church  development 
and  good  group  process  skills  necessary. 
Demographic  analysis  experience  helpful. 
Relocation  to  New  York  City  and  extensive 
travel  is  required. 

Executive  Secretary,  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund:  Position  requires  a 
person  with  extensive  knowledge  of  and 
experience  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  demonstrated  leadership  in 
promotion/cultivation,  and  a  working 
knowledge  of  church  construction  fi¬ 
nancing.  The  Executive  Secretary  carries 
responsibilities  for  all  investor  relations 
and  the  development  of  new  investment 
vehicles.  Relocation  to  New  York  City  and 
extensive  travel  is  required. 

Write  to:  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Gallon 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
United  Methodist  Church 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  320 
New  Vbrk,  New  York  10115 
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Communications. 

“A  lot  of  CBN’s  viewers  are  United 
Methodists,  but  their  other  viewers  are 
also  people  interested  in  religion,  and  we 
want  to  be  able  to  tell  our  story  to  them, 
too,”  he  said. 

‘Spirit'  to  be  in  TV  listings 

Getting  “Catch  the  Spirit”  on  networks 
whose  schedules  are  listed  in  local  news¬ 
papers  was  an  important  factor  in  deter¬ 
mining  which  cable  networks  were 
chosen,  Mr.  Price  said.  “We  were  trying 
to  make  the  show  as  accessible  as  possi¬ 
ble.  This  way,  United  Methodists  or  any¬ 
body  else  can  see  precisely  when  ‘Catch 
the  Spirit’  is  on.” 

An  effort  was  made  to  have  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  aired  sometime  over  the 
weekend  when  the  largest  number  of 
people  would  be  about  to  see  it,  Mr. 
Price  said.  "Catch  the  Spirit"  will  be 
shown  on  the  following  schedule.  (All 
times  are  in  Eastern  Standard  Time): 

Christian  Broadcast  Network:  Satur¬ 
days  at  7:30  a.m. 

Black  Entertainment  Network:  Sun¬ 
days  at  2  p.m. 

ACTS  Network:  Sundays  at  8  a.m.  and 
9:30  p.m.  and  Mondays  at  2  a.m. 

Alternate  View  Network:  Sundays  at 
10  a.m. 

An  update  on  the  new  television  show 
was  presented  Oct.  25-27  to  the  42-mem¬ 
ber  governing  board  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

UMCom  wants  costs  defrayed 

During  the  meeting,  the  commission 
agreed  to  request  that  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  designate  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  TV  show  as  a  World  Service  Spe¬ 
cial  in  hopes  of  raising  $400,000  to  defray 
distribution  costs,  according  to  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  will  reflect  the 
theological,  ethnic  and  racial  diversity 
of  the  denomination,  explained  the  Rev. 
Keith  Muhleman,  who  joined  the  UM¬ 
Com  staff  in  Nashville  recently  to  head 
the  denomination’s  new  Television-Tele- 
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communciations  (TV-T)  effort. 

The  two-pronged  "Catch  the  Spirit” 
emphasis  is  the  agency’s  response  to  a 
plea  from  local  churches  to  "give  us  the 
tools  to  tell  our  story,”  he  said. 

The  second  component  of  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  is  a  churchwide  public  relations 
program  that  will  begin  with  a  Novem¬ 
ber  mailing  to  31,000  United  Methodist 
pastors. 

According  to  William  R.  Richards, 
head  of  the  denomination’s  Office  of 
Public  Relations,  the  key  item  in  the 
mailing  will  be  a  12-page  booklet  de¬ 
scribing  methods  of  implementing  a 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  campaign  in  local 
congregations. 

The  Division  of  Production  and  Distri¬ 
bution  was  authorized  by  the  commission 
to  seek  a  $350,000  loan  to  upgrade  its  stu¬ 
dio  equipment  so  the  television  series  can 
be  produced  in  the  Nashville  facility. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  will  have  an  inter- 
view-style  format  with  United  Methodist 
laypeople  and  clergy  telling  how  their 
Christian  faith  interacts  with  their  daily 
lifestyles.” 

UM  Christmas  show 
features  entertainers 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill. -Three  United  Meth¬ 
odist  singer/celebrities  will  be  featured 
on  a  one-hour  holiday  TV  special  “Catch 
the  Spirit  of  Christmas”  Sunday  Dec.  22 
at  6  p.m.  over  the  Christian  Broadcast 
Network. 

The  program  will  feature  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Opera  baritone  John  Anthony,  a 
member  of  New  City  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  York;  country  comedian 
Minnie  Pearl,  a  member  of  Brentwood 
UMC  in  Nashville,  and  popular  singer 
and  songwriter  Gene  Cotton,  a  member 
of  Edgehill  UMC  in  Nashville. 

Singer  and  actress  Edie  Adams  also 
will  entertain  during  the  show. 

Choirs  from  United  Methodist-related 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans  and 
Scarritt  College  in  Nashville  and  a  40- 
piece  orchestra  will  perform  music  espe¬ 
cially  arranged  for  the  event.  Others  on 
the  program  will  include  Hilly  Hicks  and 
Emily  Simer,  co-hosts  of  the  "Catch  the 
Spirit”  United  Methodist  weekly,  cable 
television  series  which  is  to  begin  in  Jan¬ 
uary. 

The  special  will  feature  traditional 
church  music  and  carols  of  the  season 
and  will  be  broadcast  into  30  million 
homes  that  subscribe  to  CBN. 


preached  on  Oct.  13  in  the  capital  city  of 
Monrovia  criticizing  the  government,  all 
government  subsidies  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  schools,  hospitals  and  clinics  in  that 
country  have  been  cancelled. 

The  cancellations  could  force  the  shut¬ 
down  of  those  institutions,  Bishop  Kulah 
said.  He  predicted  that  “many  people 
will  die”  if  funding  is  not  soon  restored 
to  the  church-run  hospital— the  largest 
in  Liberia— and  to  the  five  clinics. 

Bishop  Kulah  also  said  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  action  will  “affect  greatly”  the 
100  elementary,  five  junior  high  and 
three  senior  high  schools  run  by  the 
church. 

Two-thirds  of  the  operating  funds  for 
those  institutions  come  from  govern¬ 
ment  subsidies,  he  said. 

The  Liberian  government  also  re¬ 
scinded  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
duty-free  status  which  permitted  it  to 
import  critical  items  such  as  hospital 
supplies  without  added  tariff  expense. 

Unlike  the  United  States,  which  has  an 
extensive  system  of  public-supported 
schools  and  hospitals,  Liberia  is  highly 
dependent  on  church-run  programs  for 
basic  health  care  and  educational  pro¬ 
grams,  Bishop  Kulah  said. 

The  government’s  drastic  action  was 
taken  after  Bishop  Kulah  spoke  as  part 
of  a  service  of  fasting  and  prayer  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Liberian  Council  of 
Churches  on  Oct.  11  and  two  days  later 
at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monrovia. 

Saying  “we  have  a  political  storm  in 
Liberia,"  Bishop  Kulah  criticized  the 
government’s  application  of  “Decree 
88.”  The  decree  was  promulgated  by  the 
military  government  of  Samuel  K.  Doe 


“to  stop  lies,  rumors  and  criticisms  of 
the  government,"  Bishop  Kulah  said. 

“Even  though  we  have  been  assured 
that  Decree  88A  is  only  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  all  citizens,  it  is  only  government 
officials  who  are  protected,”  Bishop  Ku¬ 
lah  said  in  the  sermon. 

Bisop  Kulah  then  named  several  offi¬ 
cials  and  groups  who  should  be  tried  for 
verbal  and  physical  assaults  on  "good 
'  citizens”  who  have  spoken  out  against 
the  government. 

Presidential  election  questioned 

The  sermon  also  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment  that  Mr.  Doe,  the  military  Head  of 
State  of  Liberia,  had  broken  an  earlier 
pledge  not  to  run  for  the  office  of  president. 

Some  unofficial  reports  of  the  Oct.  15 
elections  showed  that  Mr.  Doe  and  his 
party  won  only  22  percent  of  the  vote. 
But  Mr.  Doe  subsequently  set  aside  the 
official  election  commission  and  ap¬ 
pointed  a  special  committee  to  examine 
the  returns.  That  committee  announced 
on  Oct.  29  that  Mr.  Doe  won  the  election 
with  50.9  percent  of  the  vote. 

Bishop  Kulah  said  that  “an  order  had 
been  issued  to  put  me  under  house  arrest 
[following  his  Oct.  13  sermon],  but  that 
order  was  changed  because  I  had  al¬ 
ready  made  plans  to  visit  the  U.  S.  and 
other  countries.” 

He  speculated  that  the  order  was  can¬ 
celled  because  his  arrest  might  cause 
further  disturbances. 

Bishop  Kulah  acknowledged  that  he 
might  be  arrested  when  he  returns  to  Li¬ 
beria  following  the  Nov.  11-15  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  in  Wichita,  Ks. 

But  he  also  expressed  concern  that  the 
Doe  government  might  further  penalize 


Judicial  Council  decides 
contested  issues  on  clergy 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

TACOMA,  Wash. -The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  “Supreme  Court”  handed 
down  ten  decisions  Oct.  26  here,  seven  of 
them  related  directly  to  the  church's  or¬ 
dained  ministry. 

In  unanimous  rulings,  the  Judicial 
Council  gave  retired  ministers  the  right 
to  serve  on  three  key  units  of  an  annual 
conference;  spelled  out  distinctions  be¬ 
tween  two  parts  of  church  law  dealing 
with  charges  of  misconduct  or  ineffec¬ 
tiveness  of  clergy;  and  said  that  execu¬ 
tive  sessions  for  clergy  during  an  annual 
conference  meeting  are  mandatory. 

In  a  case  arising  out  of  the  Maine  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  the  court  held  unconsti¬ 
tutional  a  provision  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Book  of  Discipline  barring  retired 
clergy  from  serving  on  an  annual  con¬ 
ference  board  of  trustees,  council  on 
finance  and  administration,  or  board  of 
pensions.  Retired  clergy  already  were 
eligible  for  all  other  conference  agencies. 

“Although  for  some  purposes  distinc¬ 
tion  may  be  made  between  the  effective 
and  retired  relationship,”  the  court  said, 
"a  minister  in  full  connection  cannot  be 
deprived  of  the  rights  that  are  part  of 
the  office.” 

Affirming  a  ruling  by  Bishop  J.  Lloyd 
Knox  in  the  Alabama-West  Florida  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Judicial  Council  said  "in  the 
consultation  process  surrounding  the 
making  of  ministerial  appointments" 
that  “there  is  no  requirement  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline  that  the  Committee  on  Pas¬ 
tor-Parish  Relations  shall  be  amenable 
to  the  Administrative  Board.” 

In  another  decision  related  to  appoint¬ 
ment  making,  the  court  said  that,  in  co¬ 


operative  parishes,  the  bishop  and 
cabinet  must  consult  with  the  coordina¬ 
tor  or  director  of  such  a  parish,  or  with  a 
representative  of  the  parish  staff.  A  rul¬ 
ing  on  the  question  had  been  asked  by  the 
West  Virginia  Annual  Conference. 

On  the  question  of  equal  representa¬ 
tion  of  lay  and  clergy  members,  the 
court  knocked  down  an  action  in  the  Ore- 
gon-Idaho  Conference  that  would  have 
based  the  ministerial  figure  on  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  conference  session  rather 
than  on  actual  ministerial  membership 
in  the  conference.  “The  Constitution  [of 
the  church]  is  absolutely  clear,”  the  rul¬ 
ing  said. 

The  Judicial  Council  set  its  next  ses¬ 
sion  for  April  16-19,  1985,  at  a  site  to  be 
determined  later. 

Tom  Matheny,  Hammond,  La.,  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  court. 


the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  gained  power  in  a  bloody  coup 
in  1980  resulting  in  then  vice-president 
and  United  Methodist  bishop  Bennie 
Warner  fleeing  the  country  to  live  in  the 
United  States. 

“I  do  not  know  what  they  will  do,"  he 
said,  “but  they  might  send  all  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  home,"  Bishop  Kulah  said. 

The  World  Division  of  the  mission 
agency  voted  to  hold  a  consultation  on 
the  crisis  involving  some  directors  and 
staff  of  the  division  and  representatives 
of  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  prior 
to  Bishop  Kulah’s  return  home. 

Bishop  Goodrich, 
TV  pioneer,  dies 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS— Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich 
Jr.,  76,  episcopal  leader  of  Missouri  Area 
United  Methodists  from  1972  to  1980, 
died  in  a  Dallas  hospital  of  a  heart  at¬ 
tack  Oct.  30. 

Bishop  Goodrich  was  a  pioneer  in  us¬ 
ing  radio  and  television  for  the  church, 
and  his  ministry  was  marked  throughout 
by  an  appreciation  for  the  dramatic  and 
theatrical.  His  26  years  as  senior  minis¬ 
ter  at  First  UMC,  Dallas,  were  filled 
with  musical  revues,  variety  shows,  the¬ 
atre  productions  and  summer  “Chautau¬ 
qua”  series. 

In  Missouri,  he  initiated  the  Bishop’s 
Thanksgiving  Convocation  (now  called 
the  Festival  of  Sharing).  United  Method¬ 
ists  came  from  all  over  Missouri  on 
Thanksgiving  weekend,  bearing  gifts  of 
such  things  as  calves,  chickens,  school 
kits,  health  kits,  prison  kits,  clothes  and 
anything  else  that  might  be  used  to  carry 
out  the  church’s  mission. 

In  1950,  Bishop  Goodrich  and  members 
of  First  UMC,  Dallas,  created  the  na¬ 
tion’s  first  weekly,  religious  TV  drama, 
“The  Pastor  Calls,"  which  was  broadcast 
nationally  through  efforts  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches.  It  ran  nine  years. 

He  was  widely  in  demand  as  a  speaker 
on  college  campuses  and  revivals  and 
delivered  eight  series  of  sermons  on  the 
national  Protestant  Hour  radio  program. 

After  retiring  as  bishop  in  1980,  he 
served  as  bishop  in  residence  and  com¬ 
munications  consultant  at  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  Houston,  before  returning  in  a 
similar  capacity  to  First  UMC.  Dallas,  in 
1984. 

Bishop  Goodrich  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Thelma  Quillian  Goodrich,  who  is 
an  artist,  composer.  TV  script  writer 
and  photographer  in  her  own  right.  Oth¬ 
er  survivers  include  two  daughters, 
Thelma  Jean  Goodrich  of  Houston  and 
Lucy  Caswell  Papillon  of  Dallas;  and 
two  sons,  Robert  E.  Goodrich  III  of  Ma¬ 
libu,  Calif.,  and  the  Rev.  Paul  Quillian 
Goodrich  of  Rockwall,  Texas. 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple  to 
prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church  s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter  s  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  local ly-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased  congre- 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  C.  Strickland  or  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
_  Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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Strong  congregations  asked  to  help  start  new  ones 


By  SHERON  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK— A  new  “Partners  in 
Mission"  program  will  enable  strong,  es¬ 
tablished  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  to  help  start  “mission”  churches 
among  additional  groups  of  American 
people. 

Congregations  not  only  can  help  by 
giving  money  but  by  "loaning”  persons 


Global  Ministries  tcrapup 


as  well  to  help  with  leadership  until  the 
new  churches  are  on  their  feet. 

It’s  a  variation  of  a  form  of  church- 
starting  common  among  congregational- 
style  denominations  such  as  the  Southern 
Baptists.  But  in  Partners  in  Mission,  in¬ 
dividual  congregations  would  not  be  act¬ 


ing  on  their  own. 

In  an  effort  to  make  good  on  promises 
it  made  in  March  1984  to  halt  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  membership  decline,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  approved  a 
new  General  Advance  Special  at  its 
meeting  last  month.  The  action  would  al¬ 
low  gifts  of  up  to  $24  million  to  Partners 
in  Mission. 


Old  Mississippi  wound  reopened, 
UM  agency  refuses  activists  grant 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— A  recommendation  to 
fund  a  black  activist  organization  in 
Holmes  County,  Miss.,  reopened  old 
wounds  from  last  quadrennium  as  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  board  members 
painfully  wrestled  with  the  proposal. 

The  proposed  recipient,  the  Rural  Or¬ 
ganizing  and  Cultural  Center,  formerly 
was  known  as  the  United  League  of 
Holmes  County.  The  group  played  a  cen¬ 
tral  role  in  a  denominationwide  battle 
that  raged  throughout  1982  and  1983  con¬ 
cerning  the  National  Division’s  support 
for,  and  subsequent  alliance  with  the 
group  in  defense  of  twice-convicted  felon 
and  former  Tchula,  Miss.,  mayor  Eddie 
James  Carthan. 

Board  members  last  month  engaged  in 
emotional  debate  as  they  saw  them¬ 
selves  wedged  between  the  $10,000  re¬ 
quest  from  the  Rural  Organizing  and 
Cultural  Center  and  opposition  to  that 
funding  from  the  North  Mississippi  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Ultimately  in  close  voting,  board 
members  chose  to  deny  funding,  to  end 
its  relationship  with  the  cultural  center 
and  to  give  $20,000  for  “wholistic  minis¬ 
tries”  in  Holmes  County  to  be  adminis¬ 
tered  jointly  by  the  National  Division 
and  the  North  Mississippi  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

National  Division  staff  conducted  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  North  Mississippi  Con¬ 
ference  from  early  1984  until  Spring  1985 
about  funding  the  activist  group. 

The  Mississipians  continued  to  oppose 
the  funding  while  the  staff  recommended 
that  National  Division  board  members 
grant  it. 

In  a  letter  to  the  division,  The  Rev. 
E.S.  Furr,  North  Mississippi  council  on 
ministries  director,  listed  some  11  rea¬ 
sons  why  the  center  should  not  be  fund¬ 
ed.  He  wrote,  “There  are  many  wounds 
caused  by  past  actions  of  the  National 
Division  which  were  made  in  judgmental 
as  well  as  illegal  ways.  Further  such  ac¬ 
tion  would  create  new  wounds,  open  old 
ones  and  stifle  if  not  completely  kill  fur¬ 
ther  efforts  for  justice  among  people  in 
North  Mississippi  and  particularly  in 


Holmes  County.” 

Bishop  Robert  Morgan  (Jackson, 
Miss.,  Area)also  voiced  his  opposition  to 
the  funding  in  a  letter. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  (Kansas 
Area),  president  of  the  National  Division 
responded:  “I’d  have  to  identify  with 
Bishop  Morgan.  I’d  hate  to  be  circum¬ 
vented.  I’d  like  to  cooperate  with  him.” 

In  the  correspondence,  Bishop  Morgan 
mentioned  a  commitment  to  justice  min¬ 
istries  among  the  17  local  congregations 


Two  Mississippi  views: 

‘Grant  would  stifle,  if 
not  completely  kill,  fur¬ 
ther  efforts  for  justice’ 

‘Racism  is  preeminent. 
Don’t  allow  ourselves  to  be 
taken  hostage  by  a  major¬ 
ity  people’ 

in  Holmes  County  and  mentioned  “excit¬ 
ing  and  innovative  ways  that  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  area  are  trying  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  people  of  Holmes  County.” 

The  great  needs  of  blacks  in  Holmes 
County  were  portrayed  starkly  in  corre¬ 
spondence  from  Arnett  Lewis,  director 
of  the  Rural  Organizing  and  Cultural 
Center. 

Mr.  Lewis’  letter  listed  statistics  indi¬ 
cating  that  76  percent  of  blacks  in  the 
area  have  not  completed  high  school;  100 
percent  of  the  churches  are  segregated; 
public  schools,  which  are  all  black,  are 
called  “attendance  centers”  and  private 
schools,  which  are  all  white,  are  called 
“academies.” 

He  wrote:  “The  goals  of  our  organiza¬ 
tion  can  be  put  into  one  sentence:  To 
work  toward  the  end  of  all  forms  of  ra¬ 
cial  discrimination  and  violence  and  to¬ 
ward  the  establishment  of  a  peaceful 
society,  based  on  justice.” 

The  last  time  Mr.  Lewis’  group  re¬ 
ceived  special  attention,  a  number  of 


United  Methodist  agencies,  committees 
and  annual  conferences  became  involved 
in  a  protracted  struggle  over  the  right  of 
national  agencies  to  support  local  groups 
over  local  church  opposition. 

Many  North  Mississippi  United  Meth¬ 
odists  claimed  Mr.  Lewis’  group  stirred 
up  more  racial  divisions  through  its 
overt  activism  than  it  resolved.  When 
the  annual  conference  failed  to  persuade 
the  National  Division  to  cease  relations 
with  the  group,  it  went  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Judicial  Council.  The  church  court 
ruled  in  fall  of  1982  that  the  National  Di¬ 
vision  had  violated  the  denomination’s 
rule  requiring  “consultation”  when  it 
previously  funded  Mr.  Lewis’  group.  One 
National  Division  staff  member  eventu¬ 
ally  was  fired  and  two  disciplined  for 
their  continued  relations  with  the  group. 

The  church  court  also  ruled  that  a  na¬ 
tional  agency  does  not  have  to  follow  the 
wishes  of  local  leaders  after  meaningful 
consultation  has  occurred. 

Steve  Clay,  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  told  the 
National  Division  directors  last  month 
that  “racism  and  racist  attitudes  are 
pre-eminent  throughout  this  issue.  Don’t 
allow  ourselves  to  be  taken  hostage  by  a 
majority  people  who  don’t  see  it  our 
way.  The  fact  that  they  have  been  chal¬ 
lenged  is  a  painful  yet  growing  thing.” 

The  vote  not  to  fund  the  Holmes  Coun¬ 
ty  group  “will  send  a  message  to  United 
Methodist  Churches  across  the  country 
that  a  conservative  swing  is  taking  place 
within  the  church  and  that  the  hands  of 
justice  are  being  rolled  back,”  Mr.  Clay 
told  the  Reporter. 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson  of  Los  Ange¬ 
les  told  the  full  board  that  the  failure  to 
fund  the  group  was  an  especially  serious 
mistake  since  the  United  States  already 
“is  the  second  most  vigorously  racist  na¬ 
tion  in  the  world.” 

-SHERON  PATTERSON 

Divestment 

Publishing  House 
selects  firm  plan 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— The  45  gover¬ 
nors  of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  on  Oct.  30  approved  a  combined 
strategy  of  shareholder  advocacy  and  se¬ 
lective  divestment  as  means  for  “mak¬ 
ing  an  effective  witness  against 
apartheid”  in  South  Africa. 

Board  officials  said  divestment  of  as 
much  as  $1.9  million— half  the  Publish¬ 
ing  House’s  portfolio— would  begin  in 
1987. 

Board  members  resolved  to  avoid 
business  ventures  or  investments  in 
banks  or  lending  institutions  having  op¬ 
erations  in  or  making  loans  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  South  Africa. 

The  board  joined  other  investors  in 
sponsoring  shareholder  resolutions  re¬ 
garding  South  African  investment  poli¬ 
cy,  and  will  call  upon  corporations  in 
South  Africa  to  adhere  to  the  Sullivan 
Principles  (a  set  of  guidelines  which  re¬ 
quire  corporations  in  South  Africa  to  en¬ 
sure  equal  rights  for  black  and  white 
employees).  The  corporations  also  are  to 
set  a  date  to  cease  operations  in  South 
Africa  if  apartheid  laws  are  not  abol¬ 
ished. 

The  board  further  pledged  divestment 
beginning  in  1987  of  all  stock  or  securi¬ 
ties  in  corporations  that  refuse  to  sign 
the  Sullivan  Principles,  or— if  they  are 
signatories — to  become  more  adamant 
in  denouncing  apartheid. 

Richard  Holton,  who  heads  the  board’s 
investment  subcommittee,  reported  that 
of  11  businesses  in  the  board’s  portfolio 
that  have  business  dealings  in  South  Af¬ 
rica,  only  one  is  not  a  signatory  of  the 
Sullivan  Principles. 

Editor  urges 

By  FRANCES  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  mission  arm  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  communicat¬ 
ing  well  with  its  board  of  directors  and 
related  groups  such  as  United  Methodist 
Women  but  less  well  with  the  masses  of 
church  members  who  attend  and  con¬ 
tribute  faithfully. 

This  assessment  was  given  by  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor/general 
manager  of  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  who  recently  returned  from  a 
sabbatical  in  Africa.  He  said  he  has 
"tried  to  relate  to  local  church  people,” 
through  articles  in  the  newspaper,  what 
ne  saw  there.  He  was  addressing  the 
mission  education  and  cultivation  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Mr.  Dunnam  advised  the  board  to 
spend  as  much  energy  doing  its  job  as  it 
spends  protecting  itself  from  "an  upstart 
mission  society.”  If  this  is  done,  he  said, 
the  unofficial  mission  society  would  fade 
away. 

The  editor  suggested  not  all  relations 
with  overseas  churches  need  be  through 
the  board.  “Why  not  church  to  church?” 
he  asked.  If  the  board  would  help  enable 


CLASSIFIED 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  and  Visitation 
needed  in  a  vital,  growing,  1,500  member  church  in 
downtown  Tampa.  Send  resume  to  Hyde  Park 
UMC,  500  W.  Platt  St,  Tampa,  FL  33606,  c/o  Dr. 
Richard  W.  Rohrer. 

THE  LOUISVILLE  CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  on 
Ministries  is  looking  for  a  staff  person  to  be  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Stewardship  /Evangelism  Ministries.  This 
staff  member  would  be  responsible  to  develop  pro¬ 
grams  of  stewardship  and  evangelism  for  the  local 
churches,  districts  and  conference  and  to  give 
leadership  in  implementation.  Requirements: 
Bachelors  degree,  experience  in  the  field  of  stew¬ 
ardship  and  evangelism,  and  program  manage¬ 
ment  is  desirable.  Salary  and  benefits  are 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Council  on  Ministries, 
1115  S.  Fourth  St.,  Louisville,  KY  40203.  Applica¬ 
tions  received  without  regard  to  race  or  sex. 

DIRECTOR  OF  COUNSELING  CENTER  k  Fam¬ 
ily  Ministry,  Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
Memphis,  TN.  Send  resumes  to  Maxie  Dunnam, 
4488  Poplar  Ave.,  Memphis,  TN  38117. 

PART-TIME  PROFESSIONAL  Christian  educator 
with  experience  to  have  responsibility  in  children's 
church  school  program.  Please  send  resume  to  the 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  P.O.  Box  22013, 
Houston,  TX  77227. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  POSITION  available  at 
Plaza  Community  Center,  a  United  Methodist 
Agency  providing  services  in  health  clinics,  child- 
abuse  clinics  ana  child  care  in  a  bilingual,  bicul- 
tural  area  of  Los  Angeles,  CA.  Nominations  and 
applications  are  welcome  through  Nov.  30,  1985. 
Send  to  Plaza  Community  Center,  c/o  Mrs.  M.  Rod¬ 
riquez,  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  23248,  Lugo 
Station,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90023. 

DIRECTOR,  BUSINESS  AND  FINANCIAL  Ad¬ 
ministration,  Holston  Conference.  Includes  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer.  Responsibilities  for  pensions, 
equitable  salaries,  foundation,  properties.  $35,000- 
45,000.  Contact  Search  Committee,  Box  567,  Oak 
Ridge,  TN  37831. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR,  Program 
Growth.  Inner-city  church,  full  time.  Duties:  devel¬ 
oping,  implementing,  analyzing,  surveys  of  down¬ 
town  area;  public  relations;  program  development, 
evaluation,  recruiting,  training,  orientation  of  lay 
leadership.  Member  of  C.O.mT  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  or  write  for  further  information: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  231  S.  Third  St.. 
Las  Vegas,  NV  89101. 

DIRECTOR  WESLEY-RANKIN  Community  Cen¬ 
ter,  Dallas,  TX.  Skills:  management  of  personnel, 
volunteers,  physical  plant,  finances,  programs  all 
ages.  Effective  funa-raising.  Experience  this  or 
related  field.  Bilingual.  Eleanor  Lydick,  413  Rid- 
gehaven,  Richardson,  TX  75080. 

CHRIST  UNITED  METHODIST  Church,  44  High¬ 
land  Rd.,  Bethel  Park,  PA,  (412)  835-6621.  Full- 
time  Director  of  Choirs  for  large  suburban 
Pittsburgh  church.  Responsible  for  well-estab¬ 
lished,  graded-choir  program;  handbells;  Orff  in¬ 
struments.  Potential  for  development  of  strong 
concert  series.  Graduate  degree  and  experience 
preferred.  Full  details  upon  request.  Sena  resume 
to  Chairperson,  Search  Committee  at  above  ad- 
dress. 

MINISTERS  WANTED:  EARN  CEU  and  travel 
free  to  the  lands  of  the  Early  Christian  Church  re¬ 
tracing  the  travels  of  Paul  Bishop  James  Mat¬ 
thews  will  lecture  some  tours.  Just  5  tour 
members  will  get  you  there  free.  Contact  us  today 

1  (800)  223-6393  or  write  to  Compass  Tours  Inc., 
330  Seventh  Ave.,  New  York.  NY  10001. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE— Director  of  Music  re- 
sponsible  overall  music  ministry  in  a  modern, 
growing  United  Methodist  church  in  the  Dallas/ 
Fort  Worth  metroplex.  Salary  range  $23,000- 
$25,000.  Contact  Trinity  UMC.  3321  W.  Park  Row, 
Arlington,  TX  76013.  (817)  274-1345. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  CENTRAL  UNITED 
Methodist  Church  of  Phoenix,  AZ,  a  large,  exciting 
and  expanding  parish,  is  seeking  two  outstanding 
church  leaders  for  positions  available  immediate¬ 
ly.  Salaries  are  negotiable.  Director  or  Minister  of 
Evangelism,  top  lay  or  clergy  leader  to  establish, 
manage  evangelism  ministry  in  rapidly  growing 
city.  Also  help  establish  three  new  churches.  Di¬ 
rector  or  Minister  of  Family  Life,  lay  or  clergy 
leader  to  serve  as  minister/director  of  family  life. 
Accent  will  be  on  young  marrieds  and  families, 
but  a  total  ministry  is  provided.  Contact  Dr.  Law¬ 
rence  A.  Hinshaw,  Central  United  Methodist 
Church,  1875  N.  Central  Ave.,  Phoenix,  AZ  85004, 
(602)  285-8048.  j 

WANTED- USED  PEWS.  15  each  about  11  feet  in 
length.  Call  (505)  278-3541,  or  write  Clark  Crane, 
Box  118,  Capulin,  NM  88414. 

POSITION  OPENING:  ASSISTANT  GENERAL 
Secretary,  The  General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History,  The  United  Methodist  Church.  This 
position  requires  someone  with  administrative,  fi¬ 
nancial-development  and  artistic  skills.  Advanced 
degree  in  history  highly  desirable.  Membership  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  necessary.  Appli¬ 
cants  should  send  resume  and  the  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  three  persons  who  will  recommend  the 
applicant  by  Dec.  31,  1985,  to  The  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  The  General  Commission  on  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory,  P.  O.  Box  127,  Madison.  NJ  07940.  The 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  is  an 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Employment  Opportu¬ 
nity  Employer  and  especially  invites  applications 
from  racial /ethnic  minority  persons. 

A  CAMP  DIRECTOR  is  needed  for  Camp  Is- 
trouma,  168  beautiful  acres  of  rolling  piney  woods, 
located  outside  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  Applicants 
should  be  qualified  in  recreational  management, 
plant  and  ground  maintenance  and  should  have  a 
strong  Christian  commitment.  Salary  negotiable; 
housing  provided.  Send  detailed  resume  to  Donald 

J.  HalH  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802, 
no  later  than  Nov.  30,  1985.  This  position  is  avail¬ 
able  beginning  May  1, 1986. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Youth 
for  growing  church  of  550  members.  Position  open 
June  1.  Send  picture  and  resume  to  Saint  John 
United  Methodist  Church,  2160  Griffith  Ave.,  Ow¬ 
ensboro,  KY  42301. 

SKI  COLORADO!  CONDOMINIUM  for  rent  in 
beautiful  mountain  village  of  Breckenridge.  Walk 
to  lifts,  restaurants,  shopping.  Sleeps  six.  Lowest 
rates  available.  Please  call  early  to  reserve.  (303) 
770-4750.  ! 

COMBINATION  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  Director 
needed  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Overton, 
TX.  Salary  negotiable.  Music  responsibilities  in¬ 
clude:  adult  choir,  youth  choir,  children’s  choir  and 
hand-bell  choir  Environment:  Orthodox  Wesleyan 
with  a  willingness  to  risk;  town  with  high  per  capi¬ 
ta  Ph.D.s  ana  other  professional  types,  fast-grow¬ 
ing  congregation;  debt-free,  beautiful  facilities 
strategically  located  on  major  roadway,  deter¬ 
mined  and  forward-looking  clergy  and  lay  leader¬ 
ship.  Must  be  willing  to  work  and  keep  current. 
Send  resume  to  Dr.  Gary  Fitzgerald,  209  E.  Hen¬ 
derson  St.,  Overton,  TX  75684. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodist;  fnends 
and  families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation!  Write  P.O. 
Box  1021,  Evanston.  IL  60204. 

HELP!  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Edu- 
cation  wanted  for  small,  county-seat  town.  Send 
inquiries  to  James  Sec  rest  Sr.,  c/o  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  400  E.  Main  St.,  Scottsville,  KY 
42164 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  j 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  for  700-member  church  with  strong  youth  and 
children’s  emphasis.  Salary  open.  Send  resume  and 
references  to  D.  Keith  McKenzie,  PPRS  Chairper¬ 
son,  Bland  Street  UMC,  Box  1417,  Bluefield,  WV 
24701. 

FOR  SALE  OR  RENT:  Skyline  mobile  home,  near¬ 
ly  new.  Dual  air  conditioners,  2  bedrooms,  2  full 
bathrooms  at  smog  free  hot  spa  near  recreation 
area.  Large  pool  and  jacuzzi.  $29,000.  (619)  329- 
6991,  12  miles  from  Palm  Springs.  Owner-Rev. 
Donald  Lathrop,  18555  Roberts  Road,  Space  55, 
Desert  Hot  Springs,  CA  92240. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insiene  The  standard  6-foot  cross  is  2- 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red,  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  '/«-inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  Suite  280,  World  Trade 
Center,  San  Francisco,  CA  94111,  or  call  1  (415) 
398-4605  i 

FOLLOW  IN  THE  FOOTSTEPS  of  Jesus  in  the 
Holy  Land.  See  the  treasures  of  Italy.  Departing 
LAX  airport  Aug.  16,  1986.  Join  small  group  of 
Christians  on  a  spiritual  pilgrimage.  Send  for  bro¬ 
chure.  Surprisingly  reasonable  cost.  Rev.  Gary 
Dickey,  St.  James  UMC,  2033  E.  Washington  Blvd., 
Pasadena.  CA  91104. 

Money  given  by  congregations  and  in¬ 
dividuals  through  the  “second-mile”  giv¬ 
ing  channel  will  provide  salaries, 
property  and  programs  to  start  new  con¬ 
gregations  in  “high-risk”  areas,  such  as 
neighborhoods  of  ethnic  minorities,  se¬ 
nior  citizens  and  low-income  people. 

The  “Partners  in  Mission”  program  is 
a  part  of  the  National  Division’s  larger 
unit  on  Congregational  Development. 
Through  that  unit,  three  “church  plant¬ 
ers”  will  be  hired  by  mid-1986. 

Their  purpose,  said  the  Rev.  Tom  Gal- 
len,  head  of  the  unit,  will  be  to  go  into 
communities,  organize  a  new  congrega¬ 
tion  (in  cooperation  with  an  annual  con¬ 
ference),  get  it  worshipping  and  then 
turn  it  over  to  the  annual  conference. 

The  missional  aspect  of  this  project  is 
the  “partnership”  that  will  be  built  be¬ 
tween  established  local  churches  and  the 
emerging  congregations,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bidueax,  head  of  the 
National  Division,  explained  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  board  had  been  trying  to 
“mobilize  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  a  means  of  church-to-church  col¬ 
legial  approach  to  new  church  develop¬ 
ment.” 

“There  were  polity  problems  because 
we  are  not  a  congregational  church,  we 
are  connectional,”  he  said.  “We  had  to 
find  a  way  to  bridge  that,  for  example  to 
help  people  to  start  churches  in  the  inner 
cities  where  others  might  be  reluctant  to 
go  and  start  congregations. 

“Through  this  program  we  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  comprehensive  planning  with 
annual  conferences  to  locate  places  in 
need  of  churches  and  already  established 
churches  in  need  of  revitalizing.  Then  we 
plan  to  pair  (a  stronger  church)  with  the 
emerging  congregation  for  a  time  period 
of  two  to  five  years,”  Dr.  Bideaux  said. 

“This  project  will  give  the  denomina¬ 
tion  a  chance  to  break  out  of  its  classism 
and  to  become  more  inclusive,”  Dr.  Bi¬ 
deaux  added.  “We  will  also  use  new  ap¬ 


proaches  to  congregational  development 
such  as  storefront  buildings  and  trailers 
for  places  of  worship.” 

When  asked  whether  this  general  ad¬ 
vance  special  would  hurt  or  help  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  current  missional  priority, 
"Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness  and 
Mission”,  Dr.  Bideaux  said  he  believed  it 
would  complement  the  priority. 

“The  general  advance  special  is  proven 
to  never  hurt  apportionment  giving.  It  is  a 
fantasy  to  see  competition  between  the 
two,”  he  said. 

Korean  UMs  get  aid 
for  more  churches 

NEW  YORK— Korean- American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists— eager  to  multiply  the 
number  of  their  congregations— got  a 
boost  last  month  as  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  approved  plans  to  begin  a  Ko- 
rean-American  ministries  emphasis. 

A  national  committee  to  coordinate 
Korean-American  ministries  will  be 
formed  to  work  hand-in-hand  with  the 
National  Program  Division  to,  among 
other  things,  strategize  ways  of  forming 
new  Korean-American  congregations. 

In  a  moment  of  excitement  after  the 
favorable  vote  the  Rev.  Peter  Sun,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  national  association  of  Kore¬ 
an-American  United  Methodist  Churches 
said:  “If  this  works,  you  will  be  very 
proud  in  10  years.  We  can  promise  500 
new  churches  and  about  100,000  new 
members  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  if  we  work  together  in  this  minis¬ 
try.”  / 

Later  in  an  interview  with  the  Report¬ 
er,  Dr.  Sun  explained:  “The  population 
growth  in  the  American  Korean  commu¬ 
nity  is  100,000  yearly.  If  you  multiply 
that  times  10  years,  it  comes  to  1  million. 
All  we  want  is  just  10  percent  of  that  for 
our  UMC  churches,”  he  said  with  a 
smile.  “And  if  we  form  congregations  of 


Naude:  S.  Africa  prediction 


of  revolution 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK-The  Rev.  Beyers 
Naude,  a  leading  white  South  African  op¬ 
ponent  to  apartheid  spoke  harshly  about 
his  country  and  talked  of  impending 
bloodshed  at  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  meeting. 

Predicting  national  turmoil,  he  said, 
“I’d  endorse  the  suggestion  that  South 
Africa  is  in  a  status  of  war.  I’d  also  say 
that  revolution  is  a  reasonable  predic¬ 
tion  for  our  future.” 

The  Dutch  Reformed  cleric  and  pre¬ 
sent  head  of  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches' explained  that  the  current  cri¬ 
sis  in  South  Africa,  was  set  off  Sept.  19, 
1984,  when  the  whites  approved  a  new 
constitution  that  excluded  all  blacks 
from  participating  in  government  and 
gave  limited  power  to  people  of  mixed 
race.“From  then  it  was  clear  that  we’d 
never  have  peace. 

“South  Africa  is  also  in  an  economic 
crisis,”  he  continued  .“The  government 
says  it  has  a  debt  of  40  billion  rand.  I  say 
it’s  55  billion  rand,  and  35  billion  are  to 
be  repaid  within  the  next  12  months.  For 
all  practical  purposes  the  country  is 
bankrupt.  And  I’m  sure  the  government 
will  protest  and  criticize  me  for  saying 
this,”  he  added. 

On  investors  selling  their  investments 
in  corporations  that  do  business  in  South 
Africa,  Dr.  Naude  said  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  voted  last  June  in 
favor  of  it,  following  four  months  of  con¬ 
versations  with  leaders  of  the  black,  col¬ 
ored  and  Indian  community. 

“They  said,  ‘We  want  disinvestment  as 
one  of  the  last  peaceful  measures  to  be 
taken  to  avoid  violence  and  bloodshed.’ 

“Black  Christians  said  they  knew  they 
would  suffer  but  it  was  better  to  have  a 
short  period  of  suffering  than  a  long,  vio¬ 
lent,  bloody  conflict  bringing  chaos  and 
anarchy,”  he  said  “This  may  sound  melo¬ 
dramatic,  but  there  is  much  anguish  and 
concern  coming  from  blacks  in  South  Af¬ 
rica.” 

Dr.  Naude  also  urged  his  audience  to 
hear  the  “cry  for  liberation”  found  in  the 
‘Kairos’  document.  The  ‘Kairos’  docu¬ 
ment  is  a  statement  issued  last  month 
from  Johannesburg  by  151  anti-apartheid 
religious  leaders.  It  is  considered  very- 
critical  of  both  the  state  and  the  lack  of 
resistance  to  the  state  among  the 
churches. 
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“I  plead  that  you  will  take  seriously 
the  call  and  message  of  the  document. 
We  dealt  with  violence  and  non-violence. 
Now  we  have  moved  beyond  a  choice  for 
peaceful  or  violent  change.  We  don’t 
want  violence  but  we  have  no  options.” 

Several  leaders  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  South  Africa  have  decried  the 
‘Kairos’  document  as  being  too  pessimis¬ 
tic  and  willing  to  accept  violence. 

Despite  his  predictions  of  war  and  vio¬ 
lence  Dr.  Naude  also  talked  of  his  hope 
in  the  transforming  power  of  Jesus 
Christ.  “Christ  will  make  us  free,”  he 
said. 

In  related  action  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  approved  two  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  its  Research  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Committee  regarding  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  South  Africa. 

The  first  recommendation  calls  upon 
the  World  Division  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  of  Relief  to  make  plans 
in  response  to  the  increasing  needs  of 
states  that  border  South  Africa.  Due  to 
intensifying  sanctions  against  South  Af¬ 
rica,  its  neighboring  states  may  need 
emergency  grants  or  assistance. 

The  second,  more  optimistic  recom¬ 
mendation  looks  beyond  the  reign  of 
apartheid,  to  its  dismantling,  said  board 
member  Inday  Day  of  New  York.  The 
recommendation  calls  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  participation  in  the  reconstruction 
of  relationships  between  black  and  white 
South  Africans,  as  well  as  mending  rela¬ 
tions  with  South  Africa’s  neighboring 
states.  The  plans  for  the  reconstruction 
will  be  presented  at  the  board’s  spring 
meeting,  Ms.  Day  told  the  Reporter. 

-SHERON  PATTERSON 
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conference  and  local  church  relation¬ 
ships  with  conferences  in  Africa,  “it 
could  double  mission  giving  and  revital¬ 
ize  mission,”  he  predicted. 

“Until  the  board  is  willing  to  promote 
this  kind  of  partnership,”  he  said,  “it  will 
continue  to  languish.”  He  suggested  such 
relationships  be  limited  to  four  years. 

Conceding  that  newspapers  thrive  on 
stories  of  conflict,  Mr.  Dunnam  said  he 
tires  of  such  stories.  “I  saw  many  posi¬ 
tive  stories  in  my  travels  that  would 
qualify  as  news.  We  need  to  get  more  • 
people  out  there  to  witness  and  report 
the  positive  developments,”  he  said. 

He  praised  the  forthcoming  trip  to  Af¬ 
rica  of  12  United  Methodist  journalists 
as  "one  of  the  finest  efforts”  the  board 
has  made.  The  tour  is  sponsored  by  the 
board’s  mission  education  department. 

Mr.  Dunnam  also  thanked  the  board 
for  contributing  travel  funds  for  his  sab¬ 
batical.  Having  visited  the  Methodist 
Church  in  South  Africa,  he  said  he  was 
“appalled”  to  learn  that  the  board,  which 
has  been  concerned  with  South  African 
apartheid  in  recent  years,  has  little  rela¬ 
tionship  with  that  church.  He  called  it 
“an  active,  vital  Methodist  Church, 
which  is  on  record  and  ‘on  the  line’ 


against  apartheid. 

“I  hope  communication  between  the 
board  and  the  Methodist  Church  in  South 
Africa  can  become  a  priority,”  he  said. 
“That  church  feels  a  craving  for  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  U.S.  Methodists  and  sup¬ 
port  for  what  they  are  trying  to  do.”  (The 
Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Africa  re¬ 
cently  sent  a  delegation  to  the  United 
States  seeking  support  for  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  center  in  Johannesburg.) 

“There  is  tremendous  potential  for 
mission  in  Africa,”  said  the  editor.  “We 
will  miss  an  important  potential  if  we 
don’t  find  ways  to  tap  into  that.” 

At  the  same  time  he  warned  that  the 
church  in  Africa  is  evangelical.  “Those 
who  cannot  relate  to  that  should  not  go,” 
he  said. 

For  instance,  he  said,  the  theology  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya  is  closer 
to  that  of  the  unofficial  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  than  to  that  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Yet  if  forced 
to  choose  between  the  two,  the  Kenya 
church  would  choose  the  board  because 
the  Kenyans  understand  cultural,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  differences  between 
Africans  and  Americans  and  reject  pa¬ 
ternalism,  he  said. 


about  200  each,  we’ll  have  500  new 
churches. 

“We’ll  also  need  500  new  pastors  for 
those  churches,”  he  added.  “And  we’ve 
already  asked  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  to  supply  them.  If  they  won’t, 
we’ll  get  them  ourselves!” 

Plans  for  the  emphasis  on  ministries 
with  Korean-Americans  are  in  response 
to  a  mandate  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  Global  Ministries  to  consider 
ways  of  to  bring  Korean  American 
churches  into  the  life,  mission  and  full 
participation  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim  of  Engle¬ 
wood,  N.J.,  who  chaired  a  task  force  set 
up  in  1984,  said  the  National  Division’s 
action  sets  up  a  new  structure  within  the 
church  for  increasing  Korean-American 
ministries 

“This  gives  high  visibility  to  opportu¬ 
nities  for  Korean  United  Methodist 
Church  development,”  Dr.  Kim  said. 

To  help  carry  out  the  emphasis,  the 
National  program  division  will  create  a 
new  executive  staff  position.  Also  each 
jurisdictional  conference  will  be  urged 
to  designate  a  full  or  part-time  Korean- 
American  ministries  coordinator,  who 
will  work  in  cooperartion  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  and  the  national  commit¬ 
tee. 

The  32-member  national  committee 
includes  six  bishops,  11  Korean-Ameri¬ 
cans,  directors  from  the  general  agen¬ 
cies  and  observers.  It  is  scheduled  to  be 
organized  by  January  1986  and  to  begin 
implementing  programs  by  October 
1986. 


Liberians  withdraw 
request  for  building 

NEW  YORK— Officials  of  the  Liberi¬ 
an  United  Methodist  Church  have  with¬ 
drawn  a  request  for  funds  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  build  a 
church  office  building  in  the  capital  city 
of  Monrovia. 

Liberian  church  spokesman  Lamar 
Cox  told  the  missions  board  that  the  con¬ 
ference  “had  reason  to  reconsider  the  re¬ 
quest.”  Mr.  Cox  asked  that  a  task  force 
be  set  up  comprising  Liberian  and  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  representatives  to  “take  a 
very  close  and  serious  look  at  the  dire 
need  for  office  accommodations”  for  the 
Liberia  conference. 

Mr.  Cox  said  the  present  office  build¬ 
ing  has  been  condemned  several  times. 

World  Division  members  approved  the 
request  for  the  task  force,  instructing  it 
to  “explore  other  alternatives”  for  fund¬ 
ing  for  an  office  building. 

Board  member  John  Stumbo  of  Tope¬ 
ka,  Kan.,  who  visited  Liberia  in  the 
spring,  said,  “There  isn’t  any  question 
about  needs.  They  are  critical.  But  we 
thought  the  request  should  be  reconsid¬ 
ered.  The  task  force  will  bring  the  mat¬ 
ter  back  before  us  at  the  board’s  spring 
meeting.” 

Ethnic  youth  jobs 
aim  of  new  program 

NEW  YORK—  The  National  Program 
Division  decided  to  take  a  crack  at  re¬ 
ducing  the  nation’s  growing  youth  unem¬ 
ployment  by  approving  a  nearly 
half-million-dollar  youth  employment 
project. 

With  a  $465,000  grant  from  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division,  the  National  Division  plans 
to  start  an  innovative  employment  pro¬ 
ject  for  economically-disadvantaged 
ethnic  youth  ranging  in  ages  from  14  to 
24  at  eight  United  Methodist  community 
centers  across  the  country. 

In  addition  to  the  $465,000  grant  from 
the  Women’s  Division,  the  participating 
centers  have  individually  raised  local 
funds  that  total  $314,000  to  help  carry 
out  the  program. 

Calling  the  growing  level  of  youth  un¬ 
employment  “critical,”  staff  person  San¬ 
dra  Swans  explained  that  the  board’s 
youth  employment  program  was  de¬ 
signed  after  two  years  of  research  on 
youth  unemployment. 

“There  is  a  whole  underclass  of  young 
people,”  Ms.  Swans  said.  Minority  youth 
employment  in  the  eight  targeted  areas 
ranges  from  18  to  34  percent. 

“The  ingredient  to  success  in  our  em¬ 
ployment  program  is  the  follow-up 
mechanism  that  maintains  contact  with 
the  young  people  up  to  18  months  after 
they  are  trained  and  on  the  job.  In  so 
many  youth  employment  programs,  the 
young  people  are  trained,  employed  and 
forgotten.  Our  research  has  shown  that 
after  six  to  eight  months  such  young  peo¬ 
ple  are  out  of  work  again. 

“We’ve  included  a  number  of  support 
components  to  the  project  that  will  hope¬ 
fully  keep  the  youth  on  their  jobs,  such  as 
child  care,  basic  health  services,  trans¬ 
portation,  counseling,  family  planning 
services  and  emergency  food  and  cloth¬ 
ing  assistance.” 

The  young  people  will  be  taught  a  va¬ 
riety  of  skills  at  the  centers  including 
carpentry,  secretarial,  accounting,  sales 
and  marketing  and  child  care  skills.  The 
selection  of  the  skills  taught  at  the  cen¬ 
ters  was  based  on  an  assessment  that 
took  into  account  the  local  labor  market, 
educational  level  of  the  youth  and  the 
availability  of  personnel  to  teach  the 
skills. 

Ethnic  diversity  at  the  eight  project 
sites  is  42  percent  black,  22  percent  His¬ 
panic,  9  percent  Asian,  2  percent  other 
ethnic.  It  is  54  percent  femald. 

The  selected  centers  are:  Friendly 
Center,  Toledo,  Ohio;  Interfaith  Commu¬ 
nity  Services,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Della  C. 
Lamb  Neighborhood  House,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  Wesley  Community  Center,  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Ariz.;  Wesley  Community  Center, 
Houston;  Tacoma  Community  House,  Ta¬ 
coma,  Wash.;  Bethlehem  Center,  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.. 
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Corner 


‘Lesson  From  a  Flautist’ 


Recently  I  heard  James  Galway 
play  the  flute  with  one  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  finest  Symphony  Orchestras. 
The  music  hall  was  packed  and  the 
crowd  responded  with  enthusiasm  to 
Galway’s  performance.  It  was  one  of 
the  few  times  I  have  witnessed  en¬ 
cores  at  a  Symphony. 

I  tried  to  analyze  the  evening  and 
came  to  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  James  Galway  is  one  of  the 
world’s  greatest  flautists. 

2.  He  is  totally  dedicated  to  play¬ 
ing  the  flute  well. 

3.  He  thoroughly  enjoys  playing  the 
flute.  He  would  rather  do  that  than 
anything  else. 

4.  He  obviously  likes  to  minister  to 
the  musical  needs  of  people. 

5.  If  he  could  afford  it  he  would  do 
it  for  no  pay. 

6.  He  possesses  a  passion  for  excel¬ 
lence. 

Now  I  can  apply  those  principles  to 
myself.  Am  I  totally  dedicated  to  the 


ministry?  Would  I  rather  be  a  minis¬ 
ter  than  anything  else?  Do  I  thrill  to 
every  opportunity  to  minister  to  peo¬ 
ple?  If  I  could  afford  it  would  I  do  it 
for  nothing?  Do  I  possess  a  passion 
for  excellence  in  my  ministry? 

If  you  are  a  clergy  person  ask  your¬ 
self  those  questions.  If  you  are  a  lay 
person  ask  yourself  those  questions 
about  your  own  job  or  profession. 

If  you  get  the  wrong  answers  to  the 
questions  you  need  to  sit  down  with  a 
trusted  friend  or  confidant  and  reas¬ 
sess  the  direction  of  your  life. 

If  the  answers  come  out  right  then 
you  will  find  yourself  more  excited 
than  ever  in  fulfilling  the  best  that  is 
within  you. 

WLU 

P.S.  Don’t  forget  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  offering. 


Mental  Health  Training  For 
Ministers  And  Seminarians 


Saint  Elizabeths  Hospital,  National  In¬ 
stitute  of  Mental  Health,  offers  ACPE 
accredited  full-time  chaplain  internship 
and  residency  training  programs  (with 
stipend)  beginning  June  2,  1986.  Re¬ 
sources  for  training  include  interdisci¬ 
plinary  programs  available  through  the 
Hospital’s  Overholser  Division  of  Train¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  community  mental  health 
activities  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Internship  and  residency  programs 
prepare  pastors  for  more  effective  pas¬ 
toral  work  and  pastoral  counseling  in  a 
parish,  for  ministry  as  institutional 
chaplains,  or  for  pastoral  work  in  com¬ 
munity  mental  health  centers.  Stipends 


Persons  Churches  And  Events 


An  Inclusive  Language  Lectionary: 
"Readings  for  Year  C,”  was  published 
recently,  marking  the  completion  of  a 
full  three-year  cycle  of  scripture  read¬ 
ings  in  one  of  the  highest  profile  projects 
undertaken  in  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ.  This  collection  of 
scripture  readings  for  voluntary  use  in 
public  workshops  is  a  project  of  the 
NCC’s  Division  of  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try. 

•  •  * 

“The  Missing  Ingredient”  was  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  sermon  to  be  preached  by  Dr. 
Alfred  L.  Norris,  Sr.,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Homecoming  Celebration  of  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church,  on  November 
17th.  The  Homecoming  theme  was, 
“Commemorating  Our  Roots  While 
Building  for  The  Future.” 

The  Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur, 
held  a  special  Men’s  breakfast  on  Octo¬ 
ber  30th.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Shreveport  District  UMW  Leader¬ 
ship  Training  Workshop  was  held  at 
Mangum  Memorial  on  Tuesday,  Novem¬ 
ber  5.  Following  the  meeting,  guests  di¬ 
vided  into  groups  and  attended  various 
classrooms  for  the  training  program. 

•  *  • 

“Discover  Centenary”  was  held  on  No¬ 
vember  10-11  to  give  Methodist  high 
school  students  and  their  church  youth 
coordinators  an  opportunity  to  visit  Cen¬ 
tenary  and  discover  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  Church  and  higher  education. 
Centenary  is  the  only  institution  of  high¬ 
er  learning  in  the  state  affiliated  with 


the  United  Methodist  Church. 

•  *  • 

The  DeQuincy  United  Methodist 
Church  is  engaging  in  Christian  Activity 
Time  for  the  Children  during  the  worship 
hour  during  the  month  of  November.  Af¬ 
ter  the  worship  service,  the  children  are 
dismissed  to  move  to  the  fellowship  hall 
for  a  fun  time  of  games,  crafts,  songs 
and  other  activities.  Rev.  Robert  E. 
Townsend  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  UMW  of  Trinity  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  held  a  meeting  in  early  November. 
The  two  major  purposes  for  the  meeting 
were  to  discuss  greater  interest  in  and 
understanding  of  the  program  of  the 
UMW;  and  to  show  a  fresh  commitment 
of  self  in  service,  prayers  and  gifts.  Rev. 
Jim  Jones  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

All  church  members,  ushers,  lay  lead¬ 
ers,  Sunday  School  Teachers  and  staff  of 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  will  be  given  the  opportunity 
to  learn  how  to  use  the  Church’s  oxygen 
system  and  to  give  First  Aid  when  need¬ 
ed  at  the  church.  The  purpose  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  to  teach  church  goers  how  to 
help  out  during  an  emergency  if  it  were 
to  occur  during  a  service.  Steve  Hummel 
is  organizing  the  program.  Dr.  Alan  Dee 
Einsel  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC, 
Mandeville  will  hold  a  special  Family 
Fun  night  and  dinner  on  November  17 
sponsored  by  the  Evangelism  Commis¬ 
sion.  Rev.  Gene  Finnell  is  pastor. 
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November  23-29, 1985 


Bishop  Plans  Meeting 
With  Black  Ministers 


On  Saturday,  November  23,  1985,  all 
black  ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  are  invited  to  share  in  “A  Day  with 
the  Bishop.”  This  is  one  of  several  meet¬ 
ings  planned  by  Bishop  Underwood  with 
the  various  constituents  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  During  this  day,  Bishop  Underwood 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  know  the 
black  ministers  better  as  well  as  to 
share  their  mutual  concerns  and  inter¬ 


ests.  The  event  will  be  held  at  the  Prince 
Murat  Inn,  1480  Nicholson  Drive  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  from  10:00  a.m.  until  3:00  p.m. 
All  black  ministers  are  invited  to  attend. 

All  potential  attendants  who  have  not 
yet  done  so,  please  contact  Roger  D. 
Lathan  at  the  Conference  Office  imme¬ 
diately,  at  (504)  346-1646.  It  is  of  utmost 
importance  that  we  know  how  many  will 
be  participating. 


Louisiana  Participates 
In  National  Pilot  Project 

Hu 


UMW  District  Leadership  Event 


The  Lake  Charles  District  UMW  Mis¬ 
sion  Team  recently  participated  in  a  dis¬ 
trict  leadership  development  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri.  Seventeen  district  teams, 
each  representing  a  conference  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  met  for  the 
three  day  program,  “Share  The  Vision  — 
Say  Yes!” 

The  purpose  of  the  event  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  training  for  district  leaders  to 


Confirmation 

Class 

On  Sunday,  October  27,  1985,  four 
young  persons  joined  the  Holly  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  after  partici¬ 
pating  in  one  of  the  first  Confirmation 
Classes  held  at  the  church  in  many 
years.  While  this  is  newsworthy  in  itself, 
the  importance  is  even  more  so  when 
you  consider  the  fact  that  none  of  the 
present  members  can  remember  when 
the  last  Confirmation  class  was  held. 

Shown  in  the  photo  on  the  right  are: 
back  row,  left  to  right,  Charles  Dougherty, 


strengthen  leadership  skills,  enrich  un¬ 
derstandings  of  global  mission,  affirm 
the  role  of  the  districts,  and  to  provide 
basic  orientation  to  theology,  structure 
and  connectionalism  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  and  to  the  program  and  responsibil¬ 
ities  of  United  Methodist  Women.  It  also 
provided  a  time  to  foster  an  exchange  of 
creative  ideas  across  boundaries  of  ge¬ 
ography,  age  and  race. 


Mr.  Tom  Jackson  is  shown  doing  the 
production  of  the  Elerby  Road  UMC  vid¬ 
eotape. 

Because  of  her  recent  successes  in  de¬ 
veloping  new  Sunday  Schools  and  Sunday 
School  classes,  The  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  has  been  invited  to  tell  her  story  to 
the  rest  of  the  church.  To  assist  in  this 
project,  members  of  the  Conference 
Council  Staff  were  in  Shreveport  recent¬ 
ly  getting  the  Elerby  Road  UMC  story. 
Elerby  Road  UMC  is  one  of  17  new  Sun¬ 
day  Schools  formed  within  our  confer¬ 
ence.  To  tell  the  Elerby  story,  Dr.  Bene¬ 
dict  Galloway,  pastor  of  elerby  Road,  Mrs. 
Dorris  Marsalis,  Education  Assistant  at 


Left  to  right,  Mrs.  Doris  Marsalis,  Dr. 
Don  Emler  and  Dr.  Benedict  Galloway. 

Noel  UMC,  and  Dr.  Don  Emler,  of  Cente¬ 
nary  College,  recently  met  to  record  on 
videotape  the  process  used  in  forming 
the  new  Sunday  School  at  Elerby  Road. 

This  will  become  a  part  of  a  video  cas¬ 
sette  produced  by  the  section  on  educa¬ 
tion^  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  video  is  designed  for  use  by  con¬ 
gregations  wishing  to  develop  new  Sun¬ 
day  Schools.  Other  churches  in 
Louisiana,  which  will  be  a  part  of  this 
are  the  New  Orleans  East  and  Wesley 
Ray  United  Methodist  Churches 


Wall  UMC,  Clinton  Increases  Membership 


are  projected  to  begin  at  $13,496  per 
year.  In  addition,  there  is  a  ten-week 
summer  program  for  pastors  and  semi¬ 
narians  preparing  for  ordination  which 
offers  an  accredited  unit  in  clinical  pas¬ 
toral  education.  This  full-time  summer 
program  also  begins  on  June  2, 1986.  Sti¬ 
pends  are  not  available  for  the  summer 
program  but  the  program  is  offered  at 
no  cost  to  the  participants. 

For  further  information  and  applica¬ 
tion  forms,  write  to  the  Protestant  Chap¬ 
lains  Office,  Saint  Elizabeths  Hospital, 
Washington,  D.C.  20032.  Applications 
must  be  made  as  early  as  possible. 


Gregory  Laughlin;  front  row, 
Dougherty,  Pamela  Laughlin. 


Angela 


A  group  of  some  of  the  28  new  mem¬ 
bers  who  joined  Wall  United  Methodist 
Church,  Clinton,  in  May,  increased  the 
membership  from  235  to  263.  Rev.  Larry 
D.  Robertson  is  pastor. 


Ruston  DCYM  Sees  New  Beginning 


The  Ruston  District  has  been  without 
a  functioning  Council  on  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries  for  several  years  now,  but  that  situ¬ 
ation  began  to  see  its  remedy  in  a 
district  wide  youth  rally  that  was  held  on 
September  28.  The  rally,  billed  as  Cele¬ 
brate  Youth,  drew  almost  one  hundred 
youth  from  sixteen  district  churches. 
The  keynote  speaker  was  Michi  Head, 
former  Monroe  DCYM  coordinator  who 
is  currently  attending  Perkins  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary.  There  was  fun,  fellowship, 
music,  food  and  also  a  time  of  sharing 
and  group  building  so  that  young  people 
from  different  churches  could  get  to 
know  each  other  and  realize  the  poten¬ 
tial  that  a  district  youth  group  might 
have.  The  young  people  were  sent  home 
with  the  charge  to  return  to  their  youth 


groups  and  elect  representatives  for  the 
DCYM. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  Ruston 
DCYM  was  held  on  October  20  at  the  Ar¬ 
cadia  UMC.  Officers  were  elected  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Pat  Bolling  —  Chairperson;  Lori 
Tyson  —  Vice-chairperson;  Becky  Rob¬ 
ertson  —  Secretary;  Scott  Payne  —  YSF 
Chairperson;  Jeanne  Dean  —  CCYM  Del¬ 
egate;  Connie  Bilyeu  —  CCYM  Alter¬ 
nate;  Wendy  Davis  —  Annual  Conference 
Alternate.  The  business  which  was  dis¬ 
cussed  included  DCYM  deputation  teams 
to  visit  churches,  a  possible  winter  re¬ 
treat,  YSF  fundraising,  and  a  district 
youth  Christmas  party. 

A  follow-up  meeting  was  held  on  No¬ 
vember  3rd  at  the  Arcadia  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


Boy  Scouts  Of 
Newman  UMC 
Area  Active 

The  Boy  Scouts  Troop  and  Cub  Scout 
Pack  No.  124  of  Newman  UMC.  Alexan¬ 
dria,  have  been  very  active  during  the 
past  few  months.  The  groups  visited  sev¬ 
eral  places  of  interest  in  Central  Louisi¬ 
ana.  The  closing  tour  found  the  Scouts 
boarding  the  American  Eagle  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Airlines.  After  their  journey  on  the 
American  Eagle,  the  organization 
viewed  numerous  points  of  interest  at 
Esler  Field.  Esler  Field  is  the  regional 
aviation  hub  of  Central  Louisiana. 


Wesley  UMC,  Pineville 
Celebrates  114th  Year 

iiv  I 


lOOO  Club  Needs  More  Members 


The  1000  Club  began  in  1953  as  a  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  lay  organization  dedi¬ 
cated  to  building  new  churches  or 
remodeling  existing  small  ones.  The  idea 
was  to  get  1000  people  to  contribute  a 
sum  of  money  each  year  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  All  work  is  voluntary  and  the  1000 
Club  is  directed  by  lay  people.  Since  1981 
the  Conference  has  successfully  raised 
$75,000  each  year  for  one  new  church. 

The  calls  for  the  1985-86  year  are  des¬ 
ignated  for  the  new  United  Methodist 


Church  in  New  Orleans  East,  the  fastest 
growing  area  of  the  city.  This  congrega¬ 
tion  is  currently  meeting  at  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  and  al¬ 
ready  has  a  Sunday  School  and  choir,  is 
involved  in  mission,  and  has  sponsored 
an  ecumenical  Vacation  Bible  School. 

Be  a  1000  Club  member!  Give  your 
check  through  your  church  and  help 
build  new  congregations  in  Louisiana. 
Each  church  we  help  grows  and  becomes 
a  foundation  to  help  build  other  churches. 


Winter  Quarter  Adult 
Bible  Studies  Prepared 


Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Pin¬ 
eville,  celebrated  114  years  as  a  congre¬ 
gation  on  September  22.  The  observance 
was  highlighted  by  an  organ  recital  per¬ 
formed  on  a  newly  purchased  Baldwin 
520  church  organ.  Three  members  of  the 
Cenla  Chapter  of  the  American  Guild  of 


Organist  gave  a  one-hour  recital  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  the  versatility  of  the  new  in¬ 
strument.  Over  one  hundred  persons 
filled  the  attractive  sanctuary  to  wish 
Wesley  a  “Happy  Birthday.”  Rev.  Joseph 
A.  Johnson,  Jr.  is  pastor. 
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for  Taping. 

Videotapes  for  use  with  the  Adult  Bi¬ 
ble  Studies  are  in  preparation.  Mr.  Tom 
Jackson  of  the  Communications  Office, 
and  Dr.  John  Braden  have  been  hard  at 
work  getting  the  master  tapes  prepared 
for  duplication.  These  will  be  copied  by 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  and  Henning 


.  Bible  Studies,  and  Tom  Jackson  Preparing 
Church  in  Sulphur. 

The  tapes  are  available  through  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries’  Office. 
Ms.  Linda  Crum  is  the  contact  person  for 
the  tapes.  Thirty-four  adult  Sunday 
School  classes  are  now  using  the  tapes. 
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E  ditori  a 

Deception,  reality  and  the  church 


The  recent  response  of  a  nationally 
syndicated  advice  columnist  to  an  angry 
church  member  was  appropriate— as  far 
as  it  went.  But  it  missed  an  important 
point  that,  because  of  the  column’s  influ¬ 
ence,  we  in  the  church  should  not  over¬ 
look. 

A  parent’s  letter  to  “Dear  Abby”  com¬ 
plained  about  a  mock  "atheist  militia” 
attack  on  a  Presbyterian  summer  youth 
camp.  The  letter  said  that  six  men  car¬ 
rying  weapons  broke  into  the  camp  dur¬ 
ing  evening  vespers,  confiscated  the 
youths’  Bibles,  ordered  them  to  their 
cabins  and  told  them  not  to  practice 
their  religion. 

Afterwards,  a  13-year-old  camper  told 
her  parents  she  and  "everybody  else" 
were  frightened  and  crying.  The  experi¬ 
ence  ended  later  that  evening  when 
camp  counselors  told  the  youth  the  "at¬ 
tack”  was  a  "simulation  game"  to  teach 
what  it  would  be  like  to  live  in  a  country 
where  people  cannot  openly  practice 
their  faith. 

Abby  shared  the  parent’s  indignation 
at  the  mock  attack  because  of  its  possi¬ 
bly  harmful  emotional  impact  on  the 
youth.  "Your  anger  is  justified,”  she 
said. 

A  sudden  and  unexpected  sense  of 
overwhelming  danger  can  be  traumatic. 
That  is  particularly  true  for  some  young 
people  who  may  have  difficulty  separat¬ 
ing  make-believe  from  reality— espe¬ 
cially  when  given  no  forewarning  of  the 
difference.  Even  after  the  experience  is 
finally  “explained,”  the  horrifying  im¬ 
ages  it  caused  can  linger. 


tionally  disturbing,  the  use  of  deceptive 
teaching  methods  in  the  church  is  highly 
questionable.  That’s  the  important  point 
"Dear  Abby”  missed. 

It  is  especially  ironic  when  deception 
is  used— even  with  good  intentions— to 
teach  people  about  the  nature  of  the 
“real  world.”  The  primary  lesson 
learned  from  such  an  experience  is 
many  times  not  the  intended  one  about 
reality  but  an  unintended  one  of  being 
deceived. 

One  who  has  been  fooled  in  such  a  way 
as  part  of  a  church  experience  could  rea¬ 
sonably  wonder  how  else  the  church 
might  use  such  methods.  A  tragic  result 
would  be  to  plant  seeds  of  doubt  about 
what  one  can  and  cannot  believe  from 
the  church. 

We,  as  Christians,  have  a  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  promote  an  understanding  of  reali¬ 
ty  and  of  how  our  faith  can  best  relate  to 
reality.  That  is  essential  if  our  efforts  to 
live  and  proclaim  the  Gospel  are  to  be 
believable. 

A  multitude  of  ways  to  teach  about  the 
“real  world"  do  not  involve  deception. 
Those  include  outreach  to  and  involve¬ 
ment  with  people  in  a  variety  of  settings 
and  learning  from  others  whose  experi¬ 
ence  of  reality  differs  from  our  own. 

Christians  should  use  all  the  creativity 
and  imagination  God  has  given  us  to  pro¬ 
mote  His  Kingdom.  That  can  include 
simulation  games  (see  following  editori¬ 
al).  But  the  "mock  militia”  attack  should 
serve  as  a  sobering  reminder  that  Chris¬ 
tians  should  not  use  methods  that  contra¬ 
dict  the  truth  we  are  called  to  live  and 
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But  even  when  its  impact  is  not  emo-  teach. 


Well-planned  games  have  a  place 


Publicity  resulting  from  a  widely  read 
advice  column  about  a  botched  “simula¬ 
tion  game”  should  not  discourage 
churches  from  using  simulation  as  a 
teaching  method  (see  preceding  editorial). 

Drama,  role-playing  and  even  imagi¬ 
native  Bible  study  in  which  students 
“identify”  with  a  biblical  figure  are 
widely  used  forms  of  “simulation."  They 
can  be  helpful  in  faith  development. 

The  primary  difference  between  those 
forms  of  simulation  and  simulation 
games  is  that,  for  a  period  of  time,  the 
latter  attempt  to  absorb  participants  in 
a  wholly  different,  albeit  “make-be¬ 
lieve,”  reality. 

A  variety  of  such  games  are  available, 
including  ones  simulating  situations  that 
can  arise  in  congregations  or  “re-creat¬ 
ing”  biblical  experiences.  Properly  di¬ 
rected,  such  experiences  can  effectively 
convey  in  greater  depth  than  is  ordinari¬ 
ly  possible  the  emotional  "feel"  of  a  situ¬ 
ation  different  from  one’s  own. 

By  “playing  make-believe”  under 
carefully  controlled  and  well- understood 
conditions,  participants  can  gain  new  in¬ 
sight  into  a  variety  of  events,  feelings, 
beliefs  and  periods  of  history. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Leawood,  Kansas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  350  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Leawood  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Leawood,  Kan. 
(Kansas  East  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Leawood  we 
say,  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 
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The  failed  simulation  game  described 
to  "Dear  Abby,”  however,  provides  a 
needed  reminder  that  such  methods 
should  not  be  lightly  regarded  or,  for  that 
matter,  considered  merely  as  "games.” 

While  some  simulation  experiences  re¬ 
quire  participants  to  invest  only  a  mini¬ 
mal  level  of  feelings,  others  can  produce 
intense  emotional  and  psychological  re¬ 
actions. 

When  the  latter  prevails,  Christian 
compassion  requires  that  appropriate 
leadership  be  available  to  deal  sensitive¬ 
ly  and  responsibly  with  any  resulting 
trauma.  That  includes  confusion,  unre¬ 
solved  feelings  and  moral  dilemmas  that 
can  result  when  new  situations  are  en¬ 
countered. 

Consequently,  anyone  thinking  about 
using  simulation  methods  with  a  church- 
school  class  or  youth  group  should  re¬ 
gard  the  following  as  minimum 
guidelines: 

•Be  certain  that  experienced  and/or 
appropriately  trained  leaders  are  in 
charge  of  the  event. 

•Prepare  the  participants  and  their 
families  in  advance  by  fully  explaining 
what  the  game  entails,  including  risks  if 
any,  and  what  its  purpose  is.  People 
should  have  the  opportunity  not  to  par¬ 
ticipate  if  they  choose. 

•Allow  adequate  time  following  the 
simulation  game  to  discuss  feelings  and 
insights  gained  from  the  experience.  Be 
alert  to  those  who  may  have  had  a  par¬ 
ticularly  strong  reaction  and  who  may 
have  an  additional  need  to  “talk  things 
over." 

•  Consider  whether  the  game  involves 
any  techniques,  such  as  deception,  that 
potentially  are  at  odds  with  Christian  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  find  ways  to  avoid  their  use. 
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Right  to  use  tune  tied 
to  church  aid  support 


New  tune  can  be  used 
with  inclusive  language 


iy  EUGENE  H.  BONHAM 

I  read  in  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  that  copyright  registration  laws 
are  being  broken  every  time  a  church 
uses  the  "Edelweiss”  tune  from  the 
"The  Sound  of  Music.” 

That  moves  me  to  offer  a  parting 
song  I  have  written  that  avoids  the 
threat  of  litigation  and  that  worshipers 
might  deem  suitable. 

My  words  are  to  be  sung  to  the  hymn 
tune  “Lyons”  ("O  worship  the  King," 
No.  474,  Book  of  Hymns).  This  tune  is 
totally  identified  with  religious  use  and 
widely  known  but  not  customarily  used 
with  more  than  one  text. 

I  do  hold  the  copyright  registration 
of  these  words,  but,  on  request,  would 
grant  free  permission  in  writing  to 
churches  asking  the  right  to  use  them. 

I  ask  three  things  of  you  as  a  church, 
other  organization  or  individual  to  se¬ 
cure  such  permission  from  me: 

1. )  Write  me  at  6708  Greenway 
Drive,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73112,  re¬ 
questing  to  use  the  words. 

2. )  Tell  me  that  you  have  contributed 
within  the  last  three  months  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
and  that  a  description  and  appeal  pro¬ 
moting  the  work  of  that  committee 
have  been  given  to  your  congregation 
or  membership,  as  for  example,  by  a 
pulpit  announcement  or  mailing. 
(Those  not  United  Methodist  may  sub¬ 
stitute  a  comparable  denominational 
relief  agency.)  The  gift  need  not  be  in 
my  name— just  so  there  is  a  gift. 

3. )  Enclose  a  stamped,  self-ad¬ 
dressed  envelope  for  my  reply,  which 
you  may  wish  to  keep  on  file. 

By  using  all  three  stanzas,  this  text 
may  serve  as  the  complete  closing 
hymn  of  commitment  for  a  service. 
Churches  that  elect  to  repeat  a  parting 
song  regularly  could  use  one  or  more 
stanzas. 

May  we  all  find  ourselves  attending 
such  devout  services  that  these  words 
will  become  a  valid  summary  of  our 


attitudes  as  we  go  forth  from  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  worship  to  the  service  of  God  in 
the  larger  sphere! 

Text  of  the  hymn  follows: 

I. 

Dismiss  us,  O  God,  refreshed  by  your 
Word 

Inspired  and  made  bold  by  all  we 
have  heard. 

May  your  love  within  us  guide  each 
choice  we  make 

To  live  and  to  serve  for  your  whole 
famly’s  sake. 

II. 

Renew  us,  O  Christ;  in  us  be  your 
mind! 

Now  help  us  to  lead  your  own  hu¬ 
mankind, 

Alert  to  see  need  and  committed  to 
care, 

Rejoicing  in  love  we  are  privileged 
to  share. 

III. 

Remold  us,  O  God;  make  your  values 
clear 

To  govern  our  lives  and  banish  our 
fear; 

Illumine  our  vision  of  what  we  might 
do. 

Creator,  Enabler,  our  power  comes 
from  you!  Amen. 

Grace  and  peace  to  all  who  are 
called  to  be  saints! 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  The  Rev.  Eugene  H.  Bonham 
is  a  retired  member  of  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference.  The  Rev.  Paul  G. 
Donelson  is  pastor  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  West  Bend,  Iowa  (Iowa 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  ( two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"My  Witness,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


By  PAUL  G.  DONELSON 
I  have  followed  the  discussion  in  the 
Reporter  about  churches  using  the 
benediction  to  the  tune  of  "Edelweiss." 

Since  the  articles  came  out,  several 
notices  have  appeared  in  conference 
mailings  warning  our  churches  of  this 
copyright  infringement. 

Now,  I  am  probably  one  of  several 
who  have  written  an  alternate  tune  to 
this  benediction.  When  I  sent  a  copy  of 
it  to  James  F.  White  at  Notre  Dame  re¬ 


cently,  he  sent  back  a  reply: 

“I  like  your  tune  better  than  the 
words.”  His  objection  was  that  the  pop¬ 
ular  benediction  starts  out  with  "may.” 

He  would  prefer  that  it  be  a  simple 
statement,  not  a  wish.  After  all,  good 
benedictions  and  blessings  are  indica¬ 
tives,  not  "mays”  or  "mights.” 

So,  I  sat  down  and  wrote  an  alternate 
version  that  not  only  drops  the  word 
"may”  but  also  uses  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

Witness  to  church  in  Cuba:  ‘Astounding’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Carl  Soule’s  witness  to  Fidel  Castro’s 
able  leadership  in  Cuba  was  astounding 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  25). 

Under  Mr.  Castro,  Cuba  has  become  a 
“thriving  Soviet-satellite-mercenary.  ” 

By  the  early  1970s,  Cuba’s  debt  to  Rus¬ 
sia  stood  at  nearly  $4  billion.  All  interest 
and  principal  payments  were  then  de¬ 
ferred  by  Premier  Leonid  Brezhnev  to 
1986,  and  in  the  meantime  Cuba  was 
bailed  out. 

By  the  early  1980’s,  Cuba’s  cost  to  Rus¬ 
sia  rose  to  $4.5  billion  a  year. 

What  does  Russia  receive  in  return? 
Cuban  surrogates  in  black  Africa  and  in 
Nicaragua,  Cuba’s  first  satellite  state  in 
Central  America. 

Also,  Cuba  is  a  base  for  further  com¬ 
munist  penetration  and  expansion  in 
Central  and  South  America. 

This  witness  testimony  reads  like  typi¬ 
cal  official  Soviet  propaganda,  which  un¬ 
dermines  our  entire  free-world  system. 


The  writer  may  have  seen  a  model  ex¬ 
ample,  a  Potemkin  village,  but  Cuba  is 
really  a  Soviet  welfare  state. 

That  is  not  real  life  under  commu¬ 
nism.  Most  refugees  from  communist 
countries  will  confirm  that  communist 
progress  is  simply  a  lie. 

When  communism  is  based  on  athe¬ 
ism,  how  can  a  church  paper  praise  it? 
Don’t  we  value  our  freedom? 

May  God  grant  us  light  that  His  truth 
may  be  revealed  to  us  in  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship  together. 

Harriet  H.  Hujer 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

‘Moonies’  misunderstood 

To  the  Editor: 

Judging  by  the  letters  that  have  been 
appearing  in  response  to  your  editorial, 
"Are  the  ‘Moonies’  Christians?”— partic¬ 
ularly  that  of  Mrs.  Anglley  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  11),  who  would  have  every  church 
petition  to  send  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung 
Moon  "back  to  where  he  came  from”  as 
"one  more  strike  against  the  devil”— 
there  is  still  a  lot  of  misunderstanding 
about  the  question. 

The  answer  depends  on  your  definition 
of  "Christian."  Is  a  "Christian”  one  who 
believes  in  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  Son  of  God?  If  that  is  so,  then  the 
members  of  the  Unification  Church  are 
Christians. 

If,  to  be  a  Christian,  one  must  believe 
that  Jesus  Christ  was  sent  to  earth  solely 
to  be  a  propitiation,  a  ransom  for  the 
sins  of  man,  then  they  are  not. 

Consider,  though,  that  if  you  eliminate 
as  "Christians”  those  who  have  no  spe¬ 
cific  creed  to  determine  group  belief, 
you  eliminate  Quakers— members  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  (who  have 
no  creed). 

How  many  of  us  are  aware  that  the 


Here  I  Stand 

Youth  need  to  know  about  Christian  life 


Rev.  Carl  Mclntire  has  said  that  Roman 
Catholics  and  Methodists  should  not  be 
considered  “Christian?” 

I  wish  the  editorial  had  included  a  de¬ 
tailed  definition  of  what  a  “Christian” 
must  be.  Perhaps  many  of  us,  born  and 
brought  up  in  Methodism  and  trying  to 
serve  God  in  our  lives,  would  not  fit  that 
definition. 

Please  be  more  thoughtful  and  less 
frightened.  Many  Unification  Church 
members  were  lonely  college  students  10 
years  ago  and  now  work  sincerely  for 
what  they  believe  is  a  better  world. 

How  do  I  know?  One  of  my  fo.ur  adult 
children  joined  them  back  then. 

.  Doris  Patterson 

Ardmore,  Pennsylvania 

Idea  plays  right  tune 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  splendid  idea  in  your  Oct.  18  edi¬ 
torial  to  have  the  “the  church’s  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee  to  explore  the  feasi¬ 
bility  of  acquiring  rights  to  the  ‘Edelweiss’ 
tune  for  use  in  the  new  hymnal.” 

The  publishers  of  “Edelweiss”  from 
Richard  Rodgers’  and  Oscar  Hammer- 
stein’s  “Sound  of  Music”  should  be  re¬ 
minded  of  other  tunes  that  have  lasted 
through  centuries  because  of  having  new 
words. 

One  obvious  example  is  the  English 
melody  “To  Anacreon  in  Heaven,”  which 
would  never  have  been  sung  now  if  it 
were  not  the  tune  of  our  national  an¬ 
them,  “The  Star  Spangled  Banner.  " 
Florence  S.  Hageman 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

‘I’m  angry,  perplexed’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  angry  and  perplexed! 

The  Oct.  4  Reporter  indicates  that  Pa¬ 
tricia  Broughton,  editor  of  “The  Flyer,” 
is  a  self-disclosed  lesbian.  If  she  is  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women,  does  that  not  mean 


By  DANI  BEASLEY 

My  son  brought  a  brochure  home  from 
church  describing  the  Youth  Service 
Fund  of  the  United  Methodist  National 
Youth  Ministry. 

Among  the  information  it  conveyed 
was  that  the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  has  chosen  as  priorities: 

(1)  Peace  with  justice,  with  an  empha¬ 
sis  on  militarism  and  racism  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

(2)  Leadership  development,  placing 
emphasis  on  training  youth  to  become 
leaders  within  their  church  and  commu¬ 
nity. 

I  agree  that  worldwide  militarism  is  a 
threat  to  society,  just  as  racism  is  a  bit¬ 
ter  element  in  societies  as  diverse  as  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

However,  our  children  are  facing  is¬ 
sues  in  their  personal  lives  with  a  press¬ 
ing  immediacy  that  indicate  another, 
more  important  priority:  How  do  I  lead  a 
Christian  life? 

In  certain  private  schools  in  our  town, 
90  percent  of  the  students  are  social 
drinkers  by  their  senior  year  in  high 
school. 

According  to  a  recent  local  newspaper 
poll,  70  percent  of  high  school  students 
know  someone  who  is  abusing  illegal 
drugs. 

Parties  featuring  a  beer  keg  or  illegal 
drugs  frequently  begin  in  junior  high, 
and  a  tiny  portion  of  young  people  reach 
adulthood  in  America  without  facing  ex¬ 


posure— and  usually  temptation  — to 
drug  abuse. 

Meanwhile  the  society  allows  thunder¬ 
ous  affirmation  through  records,  movies 
and  television  shows  to  an  anti-Christian 
lifestyle. 

Some  rock  singers  feel  free  to  wear 
Christian  symbols,  such  as  a  cross,  while 
they  extol  various  perversions  in  their 
music.  The  lifestyles  they  offer  as  role 
models  to  our  children  are  socially  de¬ 
structive. 

Profanity  is  used  so  freely  on  televi¬ 
sion  that  yesterday’s  profanities  and  ob¬ 
scenities  serve  to  give  mild  or  humorous 
emphasis  in  today’s  ordinary  conversa¬ 
tion. 

Somehow,  it  seems  as  if  the  youth  or¬ 
ganization's  priorities  are  aimed  at  an¬ 
other  decade.  In  the  1950s  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  programs  at  my 
church  centered  frequently  on  tradition¬ 
al  scriptural  holiness. 

One  Sunday  night  we  received  a  vivid 
45-minute  presentation  on  the  effects  of 
alcoholism.  That  included  a  man  who  al¬ 
most  committed  suicide  by  drinking  75 
martinis  on  a  dare. 

We  had  several  witnessing  programs. 
We  shared  how  important  it  was  to  have 
Christ  as  the  center  of  our  lives.  Drink¬ 
ing  was  almost  unknown,  and  rock  stars 
kept  their  aberrant  lifestyles  to  them¬ 
selves. 

However,  in  the  1950s,  institutional 
racism  lay  heavily  on  all  of  society,  but 


Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  programs  ad¬ 
dressed  concerns  that  did  not  pose  an  im¬ 
mediate  threat  in  our  social  setting,  such 
as  alcohol,  and  barely  touched  on  racism. 

Also,  the  threat  of  international  com¬ 
munism  seemed  a  more  realistic  threat 
than  militarism  within  our  society.  I 
doubt  if  even  a  handful  of  us  would  have 
been  able  to  identify  the  concept  of  mili¬ 
tarism  and  could  have  benefited  by  un¬ 
derstanding  it. 

The  engines  of  destruction  are  many 
in  our  society,  and  the  engines  of  re¬ 
demption  serving  our  children  are  few.  I 
feel  that  the  greatest  need  our  children 
have  is  personally  answering  the  ques¬ 
tion:  How  do  I  lead  a  Christian  life? 

We  need  to  serve  our  young  people  at 
this  point  of  greatest  personal  need.  That 
should  be  at  the  top  of  the  agenda. 

When  they  discover  their  own  personal 
redemption,  the  other  priorities  will  fall 
into  place. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  Dani  Beasley,  is  a  member  of 
the  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  (Tennessee  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


that  her  salary  is  paid  from  World  Ser¬ 
vice  Funds  allotted  to  the  commission? 

If  that  is  so,  I  am  angry  that  my  World 
Service  dollar  is  used  to  pay  the  salary 
of  a  person  whose  lifestyle  has  been  de¬ 
creed  by  General  Conference  to  be  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  Christian  faith. 

I  am  angry  that  I  am  expected,  out  of 
loyalty  to  the  denomination,  to  support  a 
lifestyle  that  I  consider  to  be  unbiblical 
and  un-Christian. 

Where  is  the  loyalty  of  an  official 
agency  to  the  expressed  will  of  General 
Conference  and  the  general  membership 
of  the  church? 

I  am  perplexed!  If  an  avowed,  practic¬ 
ing  homosexual  pastor  is  unappointable, 
how  is  it  that  an  avowed  lesbian  layper¬ 
son  is  employable? 

Have  we  not,  thereby,  created  a  dou¬ 
ble  standard  in  the  church? 

V.  E.  Maybray 
Decatur,  Georgia 

Journal  gives  insights 

To  the  Editor. 

As  one  who  has  been  to  Kenya  and 
who  hopes  to  go  again  for  the  1986  World 
Methodist  Conference,  Spurgeon  Dun- 
nam’s  “Africa  Journal”  has  offered  a 
number  of  helpful  insights. 

I  have  a  hard  time  singling  out  only 
one  or  two  from  the  others,  but  I  found 
his  articles  regarding  “the  complexity  of 
Christian  mission”  and  how  the  Kenya 
church  is  "seeking  to  avoid  mission 
agencies’  dispute”  particularly  timely 
and  newsworthy. 

Many  aspects  of  Mr.  Dunnam ’s  report¬ 
ing  appeal  to  me.  He  found  people  who 
are  opinion-makers  and  quoted  them  on 
touchy  issues— particularly  racism.  He 
has  related  the  situations  of  Methodists 
in  Africa  to  those  who  are  here.  Above 
all,  Mr.  Dunnam’s  has  done  his  reflective 
reporting  with  a  personal  touch. 

T.  Otto  Nall 

_  Clearwater,  Florida 
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U.S.,  U.S.S.R.  church  leaders  plan ‘summit’  meeting 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas -When  Presi¬ 
dent  Ronald  Reagan  meets  with  Soviet 
leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev  Nov.  19-20  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  for  arms  control 
talks,  church  leaders  from  both  coun¬ 
tries  will  also  be  in  the  Swiss  city  for 
their  own  “summit"  meeting. 

The  head  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  told 
the  NCC’s  governing  board  at  its  Nov.  6- 


8  meeting  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  that  a 
“visible  linking”  of  U  S.  and  Soviet 
Christians  in  prayer  and  public  worship 
would  begin  in  Geneva  Nov.  17  and  con¬ 
tinue  during  the  political  summit  talks. 

In  business  sessions,  governing  board 
members  approved  a  special  study  com¬ 
mittee  report  on  violence  in  the  media. 
The  report  urges  strong  measures  to  re¬ 
duce  the  amount  of  violent  and  sexually 
violent  material  in  film,  television,  cable 
and  home  video. 


The  board  also  narrowly  rejected  a 
motion  to  endorse  an  immediate  boycott 
of  the  Campbell  Soup  Co. 

The  177-member  board  voted  instead 
to  continue  the  NCC’s  role  as  “mediator” 
in  negotiations  between  Campbell,  the 
Farm  Labor  Organizing  Committee  and 
tomato  and  cucumber  growers  but  pro¬ 
vided  for  possible  boycott  action  if  the 
dispute  is  not  settled  by  early  next  year. 

In  announcing  the  U.S.  and  Soviet 
churches’  summit-meeting  prayer  vigil, 


Dr.  Brouwer  said,  “We  are  about  to  walk 
with  (the  churches  of  the  Soviet  Union) 
again  toward  the  unity  of  the  church  and 
the  renewal  of  human  community.” 

“We  believe  that  a  dramatic  sign  of 
our  unity  in  Christ  across  the  walls  of 
ideological  and  other  differences  may 
serve  to  give  hope  that  our  two  peoples 
carrlive  together  in  peace." 

Dr.  Brouwer  told  reporters  that  the 
purpose  of  the  church  meetings  in  Gene¬ 
va  was  “pastoral”  and  not  political. 


“We  want  to  be  there  to  enlist  support 
and  goodwill  of  churches  in  both  coun¬ 
tries  to  help  overcome  mutual  misunder¬ 
standings,”  he  said. 

He  pointed  out  that  there  are  "very 
large  numbers”  of  church  members  in 
the  United  States  and  Soviet  Union  who 
are  in  touch  with  each  other  as  a  result 
of  relationships  initiated  by  the  NCC 
during  the  last  30  years. 

Dr.  Brouwer  said  that  churches  in  both 
countries  have  designated  Nov.  17  as  a 


Church  officials 
in  Nicaragua  said 

arrested,  harassed 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Reports  late  last  week  of  marathon  in¬ 
terrogations  of  many  Nicaraguan  church 
workers  by  their  government  stirred 
considerable  activity  among  church 
leaders  in  the  United  States. 

United  Methodists  and  other  mainline 
Protestants  in  the  United  States  were 
urged  by  some  conservative,  "evangeli¬ 
cal"  Christians  in  this  country  to  use  their 
ties  with  Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  rulers  to 
plead  for  freedom  of  religious  expression. 

Some  “evangelical"  Nicaraguan  pas¬ 
tors  who  met  with  a  United  Methodist 
bishops’  delegation  to  the  country  in  Jan¬ 
uary  were  reportedly  among  church 
workers  caught  in  the  governmental  se¬ 
curity  crackdown. 

One  bishop  from  the  delegation  told 
the  Reporter  last  weekend  that  he  hoped 
to  raise  concerns  at  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  Nov.  11-15 
in  Wichita,  Kan.,  about  the  apparent  de¬ 
terioration  of  religious  and  civil  liberties 
since  the  January  visit. 

The  delegation  had  been  sent  last  win¬ 
ter  to  tell  Nicaraguans  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  desire  for  peace  and  for  an  end 
to  U.S.  hostilities  toward  their  govern¬ 
ment.  Delegation  members  told  the  oth¬ 
er  bishops  last  spring  that  they  found  no 
religious  repression  in  Nicaragua. 

Security  round-up  described 

Nicaraguan  President  Daniel  Ortega 
issued  a  decree  last  month  severely  re¬ 
stricting  civil  freedoms  of  assembly, 
press,  speech  and  movement.  He  said  the 
action  was  necessary  to  protect  the 
country  from  U.S.-backed  rebels. 

The  round-up  of  at  least  nine  church 
workers  during  the  last  two  weeks  re¬ 
portedly  involved: 

•  arrests  in  the  middle  of  the  night; 

•  interrogation  sessions  lasting  six  to 
12  hours,  often  while  church  workers 
stood  naked  in  “refrigerator”  rooms; 

•  attempts  to  secure  signed  confes¬ 
sions  of  involvement  with  rebels; 

•  efforts  to  entrap  church  workers  in 
what  would  appear  to  be  sexual  impro¬ 
prieties; 


•  warnings  not  to  criticize  the  govern¬ 
ment,  not  to  oppose  the  military  draft 
and  not  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  people 
outside  church  buildings. 

One  source  told  the  Reporter  that  doz¬ 
ens  of  Roman  Catholic  priests  also  had 
been  interrogated,  but  the  Reporter  at 
press  time  was  unable  to  reach  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference  for  comment. 

No  beatings  were  reported,  and  few 
church  workers  were  reported  incarcer¬ 
ated  for  more  than  a  day.  Among  Prot¬ 
estants  reportedly  interrogated  were  the 
pastor  of  that  nation’s  largest  Protestant 
congregation  and  heads  of  the  Nicaragua 
Bible  Society,  the  Alliance  for  the  Evan¬ 
gelization  of  Children,  the  Campus  Cru¬ 
sade  for  Christ  in  Nicaragua  and  the 
National  Council  of  Evangelical  Pastors. 

The  Reporter  gathered  the  reports 
from  several  sources.  Among  those  shar¬ 
ing  information  and  what  they  said  were 
their  own  confirmations  were  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals  in 
Washington,  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
in  California,  the  U.S.  State  Department 
in  Washington,  the  Assemblies  of  God  in 
Missouri  and  stories  censored  from  the 
“La  Prensa"  newspaper  in  Nicaragua. 

Most  sources  described  to  the  Report¬ 
er  how  and  from  whom  inside  Nicaragua 
they  got  their  information.  They  asked 
that  sources  inside  Nicaragua  not  be 
identified  publicly. 

A  New  York  spokeswoman  for  Amnesty 
International  said  the  human  rights  orga¬ 
nization’s  U.S.  offices  did  not  have  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  incidents  but  that  she  would 
check  with  the  group’s  London  headquar¬ 
ters  over  the  weekend.  She  said  it  was  not 
unusual  for  the  group  not  to  know  right 
away  of  repressions  because  people  often 
were  too  terrorized  to  notify  someone  out¬ 
side.  Amnesty  International  has  the  en¬ 
dorsement  of  several  religious  groups, 
including  United  Methodists. 

Mainline  leaders  not  sure 

Mainline  Protestant  leaders  contacted 
by  the  Reporter  late  last  week  said  they 
knew  little  or  nothing  about  the  alleged 
repression  in  Nicaragua  and  weren’t 
sure  what  to  think  of  the  reports. 

A  National  Council  of  Churches  delega- 


The  Rev.  Felix  Rosales  (left)  is  one  of  five  people 
identified  in  stories  censored  from  “La  Prensa”  news¬ 
paper — and  confirmed  by  other  sources — in  Nicaragua 
as  recently  undergoing  grueling  interrogation  “by  pro¬ 
fessional  torturers”  of  the  government.  In  January,  he 
told  United  Methodist  Bishops  C.  P.  Minnick  of  the  Ra- 
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leigh,  N.C.,  Area  (center)  and  Ernest  Dixon  of  the  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  Area,  (right)  that  the  government  was 
harassing  “evangelical”  Protestants.  Mr.  Rosales  is  a 
leader  of  the  National  Council  of  Evangelical  Pastors. 
Many  others  were  reported  caught  in  the  round-up  but 
not  publicly  named. 


tion  had  been  in  Nicaragua  conferring 
with  NCC  contacts  during  the  time  of  the 
reported  intimidation  of  church  workers. 
The  Rev.  Richard  Butler,  of  that  delega¬ 
tion  and  head  of  the  NCC’s  Church  World 
Service,  declined  to  tell  the  Reporter  any¬ 
thing  about  what  the  group  saw  or  heard. 

The  Rev.  Oscar  Bolioli,  head  of  the 
NCC’s  Latin  American  section,  had  re¬ 
mained  in  Nicaragua  through  last  week¬ 
end. 

Barbara  Pessea  of  the  Latin  American 
office  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  told  the  Reporter  Nov. 
8  that  she  would  check  with  missionaries 
and  contacts  to  find  what  was  known  and 
if  any  actions  were  planned  to  help. 

Twelve  directors  of  the  UMC's  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  had  met  with  staff 
of  the  Nicaraguan  embassy  in  Washing¬ 
ton  early  last  week  before  meeting  with 
U.S.  government  officials  to  ask  for  bet¬ 
ter  economic  treatment  of  Nicaragua. 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  (Kansas  Area), 
a  spokesman  for  that  group  and  one  of' 
three  bishops  who  went  to  Nicaragua  in 
January,  said  embassy  people  were 
asked  about  restrictions  on  liberty  im¬ 
posed  last  month  by  President  Ortega. 
(Global  Ministries  directors  decided  last 
month  they  didn’t  have  enough  informa¬ 
tion  to  officially  express  concern  about 


President  Ortega’s  emergency  decree.) 

He  said  the  Nicaraguans  said  that  they 
regretted  the  restrictions  but  that  they 
had  to  “dig  in  their  heels  to  control  their 
society"  while  the  United  States  had 
them  under  attack. 

“I’m  sorry  to  hear  about  (the  reports  of 
increased  repression)  down  there,"  Bishop 
Hicks  said  when  told  later  in  the  week, 
“but  I  have  to  say  I’m  not  sure  they  have 
much  choice,  and  I  pray  the  excess  actions 
can  be  kept  to  a  minimum." 

Sandinistas  ‘out  of  proportion’ 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  (Raleigh,  N.C., 
Area),  coordinator  of  the  bishops’  dele¬ 
gation  to  Nicaragua,  told  the  Reporter 
that  before  he  heard  about  the  recent  ac¬ 
tions  against  pastors,  he  had  decided  to 
pose  concerns  to  the  Council  of  Bishops 
about  restrictions  on  civil  liberties  in 
that  country. 

He  said  "proportionality”  is  impor¬ 
tant.  He  said  the  Sandinistas’  restrictions 
on  freedoms  seem  out  of  proportion  to 
the  needs  of  protection  from  the  war.  He 
said  it  might  be  appropriate  to  send  offi¬ 
cial  concerns  to  all  Nicaraguan  officials 
with  whom  the  bishops’  delegation  had 
contact  in  January.  All  officials  there 
had  assured  the  bishops  of  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  civil  freedoms. 


Bishop  Minnick  said  that  expressing 
concern  about  internal  policies  should 
not  be  seen  as  support  for  U.S.  aggres¬ 
sion  against  Nicaragua.  “There  are  other 
ways  to  deal  with  problems  such  as 
these,"  he  said.  “It  is  not  necessary  to 
wage  war.” 

Help  asked 

John  Jones,  spokesman  for  the  Cam¬ 
pus  Crusade  for  Christ  in  San  Bernardi¬ 
no,  Calif.,  said  he  hopes  mainline 
Protestant  groups  like  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists’  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  will  lend 
their  influence  to  protecting  “evangeli¬ 
cals”  in  Nicaragua. 

He  said  nearly  all  top  leaders  of  Cam¬ 
pus  Crusade  in  Nicaragua  (all  of  them 
Nicaraguans)  had  been  arrested,  interro¬ 
gated  and  warned  against  continuing 
their  ministry.  Their  offices  had  been 
raided,  and  all  materials  (including 
50,000  tracts  of  the  "Four  Spiritual 
Laws")  and  equipment  had  been  confis¬ 
cated. 

“They  said  Bill  Bright  (head  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  para-church  organization)  is 
a  friend  of  President  Reagan;  therefore, 
Campus  Crusade  in  Nicaragua  must  be 
anti-government,”  Mr.  Jones  said. 


UMR  governors  authorize  study  of  new  building 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS— The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter’s  governing  body  established  a 
committee  Nov.  7  to  study  the  feasibility 
of  a  new  building  for  the  newspaper  and 
its  subsidiary  operations. 

The  seven-person  committee  will  report 
back  to  the  Nov.  18-20,  1986,  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  Council’s  Newspaper  Division. 

The  newspaper  leases  a  seven-year- 
old  building  in  an  industrial  park  tnree 
miles  west  of  downtown  Dallas  but  owns 
an  adjacent  five-acre  lot. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  the 
newspaper’s  editor  and  general  manag¬ 
er,  said  preliminary  conversations  had 
been  held  both  with  an  architect  and 
with  the  Finance  and  Field  Services 


staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  feasibility  of  raising 
funds  outside  the  paper’s  operating  bud¬ 
get  for  any  proposed  building  was  a  ma¬ 
jor  question  to  be  answered  first,  he 
added. 

The  Newspaper  Division  governing 
board,  made  up  of  representatives  of  all 
40  annual  conferences  that  publish  edi¬ 
tions  of  either  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  or  The  United  Methodist  Review, 
spent  considerable  time  discussing  the 
newspaper’s  policy  of  accepting  paid  ad¬ 
vertisements. 

Ad  policy  reaffirmed 

Most  discussion  focused  on  a  classified 
ad  placed  in  the  Reporter  frequently 
during  the  past  year  by  Affirmation,  an 
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unofficial  advocacy  group  for  “gay"  and 
lesbian  United  Methodists. 

The  board  reaffirmed  the  newspaper’s 
policy,  adopted  in  1979.  which  says  in 
part,  “Advertisements  are  not  accepted 
for  products  and  services  deemed  to  be 
at  odds  with  the  UMC’s  theological  and 
social  principles.” 

The  board  also  affirmed  actions  of  the 
newspaper’s  executive  staff  in  either  ac¬ 
cepting  or  rejecting  advertisements  “as 
their  good  judgment  dictates.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  told  the  board  the  ad  was 
accepted  because  of  the  growing  accep¬ 
tance  in  recent  years  of  special  interest 
groups  seeking  to  influence  denomina¬ 
tional  policy  and  because  the  ad  itself 
was  not  in  conflict  with  the  church’s 
theological  and  social  principles. 

He  said  his  inclination,  based  on  in¬ 
specting  materials  sent  in  response  to 
Affirmation’s  ads,  is  to  change  the  previ¬ 
ous  policy  interpretation  and  to  discon¬ 
tinue  accepting  the  ad. 

He  said  he  found  some  of  those  mate¬ 
rials  personally  offensive  and  said  they 
were  aimed  much  more  at  advocating  a 
particular  view  of  homosexuality  than  at 
providing  pastoral  support  for  people 
facing  sexual  identity  crises— for  in¬ 
stance,  offering  no  support  to  a  person 
struggling  to  combat  homosexual  ten¬ 
dencies. 

“The  staff  cannot  escape  the  reality 
that  by  publishing  the  ad,  the  Reporter 
becomes  involved  indirectly  in  promot¬ 
ing  homosexuality  as  an  acceptable  life¬ 
style,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  The  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  specify  that 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  “incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

He  said  the  staff  had  received  consid¬ 
erable  mail  and  numerous  phone  calls 
expressing  concern  about  the  Affirma¬ 
tion  ad,  but  he  added,  “The  worst  possi¬ 
ble  decision  we  could  make  would  be  to 
capitulate  to  pressure.  Our  decision 
must  be  based  one  way  or  another  on 
principle.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  admitted  that  he  had 
erred  in  approving  acceptance  of  the  ad 
in  the  first  place  without  examining 
copies  of  materials  sent  to  anyone  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  ad.  “We  frequently  do 
that  with  prospective  advertisers,"  he 
added. 

Mr.  Dunnam  also  said  any  decision  ei¬ 
ther  to  continue  or  to  reject  the  Affirma¬ 
tion  ad  "would  have  no  bearing  on  the 
Reporter’s  news  coverage  about  the  spe¬ 
cial-interest  group’s  activities.”  He  con¬ 
tinued,  "Our  policy  statement  provides 
different  standards  for  what  may  be  in¬ 


cluded  in  our  news  coverage  and  what 
may  be  included  as  paid  advertising.” 

Board  members  had  spent  the  previ¬ 
ous  hour  in  four  small-group  discussions. 
The  advertising  policy  issue  had  come  up 
spontaneously  in  all  four. 

RNS  continued 

In  other  action  the  newspaper  board 
voted  increases  between  4  and  6  percent 
in  basic  charges  in  1986  for  local 
churches  and  1987  for  annual  confer¬ 
ences  for  the  services  such  as  subscrip¬ 
tions  and  typesetting. 

The  board  voted  to  continue  ownership 
and  operation  for  at  least  one  more  year 
of  Religious  News  Service.  The  newspa¬ 
per  assumed  ownership  of  the  52-year- 
old  interfaith  daily  news  service  in  1983 
at  the  request  of  the  service’s  founding 
body,  the  National  Conference  of  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews. 

Religious  News  Service  had  operated 
at  a  deficit  for  several  years  under  its 
original  owner  and  has  done  so  in  its 
first  two  years  under  UMR  ownership. 
The  deficit  for  1986,  its  third  year  with 
UMR,  is  budgeted  for  $37,500.  about  one 
half  what  is  expected  for  1985  and  one- 
fourth  what  was  experienced  in  1984. 

Mr.  Dunnam,  his  wife,  their  three  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  Kenyan  teen-age  girl  who 
returned  home  with  them  to  attend 
school  in  Dallas,  reported  on  the  family’s 
January-August  sabbatical  in  Africa. 
With  slides  and  running  commentary, 
Mr.  Dunnam  added  to  reports  published 
in  the  Reporter  during  and  since  his  sab¬ 
batical  under  the  title  "Africa  Journal." 

The  Newspaper  Division  adopted  a 
brief  resolution  of  prayers  and  support 
on  behalf  of  both  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  and  the  National  Christian  Re¬ 
porter  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  Governing  Board.  That  body 
was  meeting  concurrently  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  (see  related  story  on  this  page). 

Communications  Council  acts 

After  the  Newspaper  Division’s  ses¬ 
sion,  its  parent  body,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  Council,  conducted 
its  annual  meeting.  The  Communications 
Council  has  three  divisions  and  is  legally 
owned  by  the  seven  annual  conferences 
in  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

The  Media  Division  reported  plans  to 
sponsor  a  communications  conference  in 
1986  for  the  seven  owner-conferences  to 
discuss  the  division’s  future  purpose  and 
function. 

The  Media  Division,  which  now  has  no 


staff  or  program,  reported  a  balance 
outstanding  of  $132,000  as  of  Oct.  31  on  a 
note  that  exceeded  $158,000  a  year  ago. 
The  note  is  being  paid  from  conference 
apportionments  accepted  by  the  seven 
conferences  in  the  two  states  and  is  pro¬ 
jected  to  be  retired  within  the  next  two 
years. 

The  Agency  Services  Division,  which 
provides  services  similar  to  those  of  an 
advertising  agency  to  United  Methodist 
organizations,  institutions  and  local 
churches,  voted  to  continue  its  year-old 
relationship  with  the  Newspaper  Divi¬ 
sion  and  to  explore  the  possibility  of 
making  that  connection  permanent 

The  Communications  Council  re-elect¬ 
ed  Mr.  Dunnam  as  chief  executive  of  the 
Newspaper  Division  as  well  as  director 
of  the  Agency  Services  Division  and  of 
the  council. 

Council  officers  for  1986  are  the  Rev. 
Dan  Steere,  Texas  conference,  chair¬ 
man;  the  Rev.  Doug  Wofford,  Northwest 
Texas  conference,  vice  chairman;  the 
Rev.  Tom  Strother,  New  Mexico  confer¬ 
ence,  secretary;  the  Rev.  Bill  Stephen¬ 
son,  North  Texas  conference,  treasurer. 

The  Rev.  Don  Sperber  of  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  conference  was  re-elected  to  chair 
the  council’s  Newspaper  Division.  The 
Rev,  Doug  Wofford,  Northwest  Texas 
conference,  was  re-elected  to  chair  the 
Media  Division. 

New  chairman  of  the  Agency  Services 
Division  is  the  Rev.  Leonard  Gillingham 
of  the  New  Mexico  conference.  He  re¬ 
places  the  Rev.  Ed  Deane  of  Dallas  who 
was  not  eligible  for  re-election. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


special  day  of  prayer  for  the  summit. 
Among  those  are  Baptist  churches  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  which  will  hold  special  ser¬ 
vices  timed  to  join  in  prayer  with  morn¬ 
ing  worship  in  the  United  States. 

The  12-member  delegation  “commis¬ 
sioned”  by  the  board  to  go  to  Geneva  in¬ 
cludes  a  United  Methodist,  Rena  Yokom 
of  Edgerton,  Kan. 

Ms.  Yokom  said  she  expected  the 
prayer  vigil  at  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral  in 
Geneva  to  be  a  “faithful  witness  to 
peace”  and  an  expression  of  trust  that 
“God  acts  in  human  history.” 

Another  United  Methodist  member  of 
the  NCC  board,  Jane  Cary  Peck  of  Wil- 
liamstown,  Mass.,  chided  the  board  for 
naming  only  two  women  to  the  Geneva 
delegation. 

Dr.  Peck  said  the  selection  process 
was  “scandalously  marred"  by  its  omis¬ 
sion  of  more  women.  A  vast  majority  of 
board  members  stood  in  support  of  Dr. 
Peck’s  lament,  prompting  a  pledge  by 
Dr  Brouwer  that  “every  possible  effort” 
would  be  made  to  name  three  more 
women  to  the  delegation. 

Violence  report  climaxed  study 

The  report  on  media  violence  cli¬ 
maxed  a  two-year  study  by  a  special 
nine-member  NCC  committee. 

The  Rev.  William  Fore,  director  of  the 
NCC  Communication  Commission  and  a 
United  Methodist,  said  the  media  report 
is  “the  first  national  religious  study  to 
seriously  examine  the  problems  present¬ 
ed  by  violence  and  sexual  violence  in  the 
media  and  at  the  same  time  remain  ded¬ 
icated  to  preserving  the  Constitutional 
guarantee  of  free  speech.” 

The  Rev  James  Wall,  chairman  of  the 
special  study  committee  and  also  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  said  the  committee  op¬ 
posed  censorship  “from  the  beginning.” 
However,  Mr.  Wall  said,  "We  recognize 
that  damage  is  being  done  through  irre¬ 
sponsible  media  behavior." 

He  illustrated  that  point  by  showing 
the  board  a  graphic  film  clip  of  sexually 
violent  behavior.  He  pointed  out  that 
“the  implication  (in  such  films)  is  always 
the  pleading,  helpless  female  being  put 
upon  by  the  macho  male.” 

The  report  recommended  a  variety  of 
actions  to  stem  media  violence,  includ¬ 
ing  citizen  monitoring  of  television  and 
movies,  stronger  enforcement  of  public 
service  requirements  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  and  in¬ 
creased  industry  self-regulation. 

If  such  moderate  measures  fail,  Mr. 
Wall  predicted,  “We  can  expect  some  se¬ 
vere  censorship  down  the  road.” 

Vote  reflects  divisions 
The  razor-thin  89-88  vote  not  to  en¬ 
dorse  a  boycott  of  Campbell  at  this  time 
reflected  sharp  divisions  over  what 
strategy  the  ecumenical  agency  should 
use  at  this  stage  in  the  long-standing  dis¬ 
pute.  The  vote  was  taken  three  times,  fi¬ 
nally  by  written  ballot,  in  response  to 
demands  for  recounts. 

A  special  NCC  committee  established 
in  May  1984  has  sought  to  mediate  the 
labor  conflict  between  Campbell  and  the 
farm  labor  committee.  It  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  establishing  an  independent 
commission  to  continue  those  mediation 
efforts. 

During  the  past  year,  however,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  NCC-member  denominations  and 
related  agencies  have  endorsed  a  boy¬ 
cott  of  Campbell.  Those  include  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  Rev  Avery  D.  Post,  president  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ,  which  en¬ 
dorsed  the  boycott  a  year  ago,  urged  im¬ 
mediate  boycott  action. 

"It's  a  familiar  power  and  powerless 
issue,"  Dr.  Post  said.  “Power  can  always 
bide  its  time.  Powerless  can’t  wait.” 

In  the  end,  however,  the  board  heeded 
those  who  counseled  continuing  “re¬ 
straint,”  at  least  for  the  time  being. 

The  board  authorized  its  executive 
committee  to  take  action  to  endorse  the 
boycott  of  Campbell  products  if  present 
mediation  efforts  don’t  result  by  Feb.  21 
"in  collective  bargaining  agreements 
that  will  bring  the  present  controversy 
to  a  conclusion.” 

In  other  action,  the  NCC  governing 
board: 

•  heard  a  report  by  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  head  J.  Richard  Butler  on  the  need 
for  ongoing  relief  efforts  in  Ethiopia; 

•  received  a  first  reading  of  a  policy 
statement  on  genetic  engineering.  The 
statement  calls  for  the  NCC  to  join  in  the 
study  of  genetic  issues  with  other  reli¬ 
gious  bodies,  including  Roman  Catholics 
and  non-NCC  member  Protestants; 

•  adopted  a  resolution  calling  on  NCC 
member  churches  to  promote  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  holiday 
by  participating  in  ecumenical  services 
and  ringing  church  bells  at  noon  on  Jan. 

20,  1986,  first  official  celebration  of  the 
day  as  a  national  holiday. 


General-church  executive  named 
president  of  seminary  in  Ohio 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DELAWARE,  Ohio — The  Rev.  Nor¬ 
man  E.  “Ned”  Dewire,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodism's  general  program 
coordinating  agency  since  1975,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Ohio  Nov.  9. 

His  election  came  only  four  days  after 
adjournment  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  whose 
staff  he  began  heading  July  1,  1975  (see 
related  news  stories  on  another  page).  A 
process  to  find  a  successor  to  Dr  Dewire 
is  expected  to  begin  soon. 

Dr.  Dewire,  third  president  of  the  sem¬ 
inary  established  25  years  ago.  succeeds 


the  late  Dr.  Buford  Dickinson,  who  died 
of  cancer  earlier  this  year. 

Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder.  retired  from 
the  Ohio  West  Area,  will  continue  as  act¬ 
ing  president  until  Dr  Dewire  assumes 
the  office  around  March  1. 

Dr.  Dewire,  49,  is  a  graduate  of  Ohio 
University.  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology  and  McCormick  Theological 
Seminary.  He  has  served  pastorates  in 
three  states  and  was  a  missions  executive 
in  the  Detroit  conference  and  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  ecumenical  Joint  Strategy  and 
Action  Committee  at  his  election  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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UM  hospitals  create 
purchasing  alliance 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

A  new  alliance  has  been  formed  to 
help  United  Methodist  hospitals  remain 
independent  in  an  era  of  hospital  merg¬ 
ers  and  expansion  of  for-profit  corpora¬ 
tions. 

The  ‘‘Methodist  Health  Group”  will  be¬ 
gin  operating  in  January  1986,  providing 
the  church’s  not-for-profit  health  institu¬ 
tions  with  the  same  joint  purchasing 
power  that  large,  for-profit  hospital 
chains  now  enjoy,  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Howerton,  senior  vice  president  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Health  Systems  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
a  founding  organizer  of  the  group. 

Nine  of  the  71  UM-related  hospitals 
have  formed  the  alliance. 

The  alliance,  which  has  been  under 
study  since  April  1984,  comes  on  the 
heels  of  major  changes  in  the  health  care 
industry  that  have  forced  some  church- 
related  and  other  hospitals  to  sell  to  for- 
profit  hospital  chains,  Mr.  Howerton 
said. 

‘A  matter  of  survival’ 

“Joining  an  alliance,  or  a  chain  for 
that  matter,  is  a  matter  of  survival,”  Mr. 
Howerton  explained.  Independent  hospi¬ 
tals  are  having  a  difficult  time  affording 
supplies  and  equipments  when  their 
competition  is  able  to  buy  the  same  sup¬ 
plies  and  equipment  in  large  quantities 
and  getting  better  prices,  he  said. 

The  Methodist  Health  Group,  being 
chartered  as  a  non-profit  corporation  in 
Memphis,  is  made  up  of  the  following 
hospitals:  Methodist  Health  Systems, 
Memphis;  Methodist  Hospital,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  Miss.;  Flower  Hospital,  Sylvania, 
Ohio;  Methodist  Hospital  of  Southern 
California,  Arcadia,  Calif.;  Beilin  Memo¬ 
rial  Hospital,  Green  Bay,  Wis.;  Methodist 
Hospital,  Sacramento,  Calif.;  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Hospital,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Meth¬ 
odist  Evangelical  Methodist  Hospital, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Methodist  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Two  full-time  staff  members  are  be¬ 
ing  hired  with  the  home  office  expected 
to  be  in  Memphis. 

The  alliance  is  expected  to  provide 
these  hospitals  with  improved  insurance 
benefits  for  their  employees  and  access 
to  joint  marketing  ventures.  In  addition, 
a  UM-hospital  “think  tank”  would  be  a 
“likely  result"  of  creating  the  alliance, 
Mr.  Howerton  continued. 

Association  expected 

Most  of  the  alliance’s  major  financial 
benefits  will  come  from  a  relationship 
with  the  American  Health  Care  Systems, 
the  largest  association  of  not-for-profit 
multihospital  systems. 

All  but  one  hospital  in  the  new  alliance 
have  not  been  able  to  have  such  a  rela¬ 
tionship  because  they  are  single  hospi¬ 
tals  as  opposed  to  being  part  of  a  group. 
Because  Methodist  Health  Systems  in 
Memphis,  the  largest  UM-related  hospi¬ 
tal,  is  a  multi-system  and  belongs  to 
American  Health  Care  System,  the  other 
members  of  the  new  alliance  will  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  “plug  into’’  the  American 
Health  Care  Systems  and  enjoy  its  bene¬ 
fits,  Mr.  Howerton  explained. 

Dr.  Charles  Ewell,  president  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Health  Care  Systems  headquartered 
in  San  Diego,  Calif.,  spoke  to  an  organi¬ 
zational  meeting  of  the  alliance  in  Tam¬ 
pa,  Fla.,  last  April  (See  UMR,  April  5). 
He  told  the  Reporter  then  that  it  has  be¬ 
come  “inevitable”  that  independent  hos¬ 
pitals  “combine  with  one  another  or  be 
bought  out." 

But,  he  added,  "There  are  alternatives 
(such  as  the  alliance)  that  offer  the  same 
advantages  of  joining  large  chains  with¬ 
out  losing  their  local  autonomy.” 

That’s  particularly  important  to 
church-related  hospitals  that  want  to 
stay  in  the  health  care  business  as  a  mis¬ 
sion  but  must  look  for  alternatives  in  the 
financial  arena  of  staying  in  the  highly 
competitive  health  care  arena,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Willner,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Association  of 


Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  applaud¬ 
ed  the  formation  of  the  alliance,  calling 
it  an  "excellent  alternative  with  great 
potential.” 

“I'd  like  to  think  our  association  will 
have  a  covenanting  relationship  with 
Methodist  Health  Group.  We  could  offer 
them  educational  opportunities  and  con¬ 
sultations  and  they  can  offer  an  exper¬ 
tise  in  hospital  systems  management,” 
he  added. 

Dr.  Willner  predicted  that  the  alli¬ 
ance  would  begin  to  grow  once  other  UM 
hospitals  see  the  benefits  that  alliance 
members  reap  and  once  many  of  those 
remaining  UM  hospitals  are  able  to  get 
out  of  agreements  they  already  have 
with  other  non-profit  hospitals. 

“We’ve  got  to  remember  that  we’ve 
got  a  common  heritage  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  healing  as  a  ministry  that  a  lot  of 
other  churches  don’t  have,”  Mr.  Hower¬ 
ton  said. 
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most  urgent  issue  facing  church 


Orris  Kelly 


UMC’s  chief  chaplain  takes 
hospital  chain’s  new  post 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  — The  nation’s  largest 
for-profit  hospital  chain  has  hired  the 
chief  of  the  United  Methodist  chaplaincy 
division  to  provide  a  religious  perspec¬ 
tive  to  corporate  executives. 

The  Rev.  Orris  E.  Kelly  filled  the  new¬ 
ly  created  post  of  vice  president  for  pas¬ 
toral  services  at  Hospital  Corporation  of 
America  Nov.  1. 

For  six  years  Mr.  Kelly  headed  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Chaplains  and  Related  Minis¬ 
tries  at  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  The  division 
launched  a  search  in  mid-October  for  a 
replacement. 

Samuel  Howard,  senior  vice  president 
for  public  affairs,  said  the  Nashville- 
based  corporation  is  not  adding  the  min¬ 
ister  as  a  marketing  ploy  to  help  acquire 
church-owned  hospitals. 

“He  (Mr.  Kelly)  is  not  on  the  marketing 
side,”  Mr.  Howard  said.  “He  is  to  develop 
a  system  of  quality  pastoral  care  and  ser¬ 
vices  within  our  current  hospitals." 

The  corporation  worked  out  a  deal  in 
February  to  buy  Wesley  Medical  Center  in 
Wichita,  Kan.  (see  UMR,  Feb.  15).  The 
controversial  action  in  Kansas  marked  the 
first  time  a  UM-related  hospital  was  sold 
to  a  for-profit  corporation. 

The  firm  has  also  shown  interest  in  buy¬ 
ing  Methodist  Medical  Center  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.  That  hospital’s  board  of  directors 
rejected  the  offer  (see  UMR,  Feb.  22). 

The  corporation  “wanted  to  give  pasto¬ 
ral  care  a  little  more  prominence  at  the 
corporate  management  level,"  Mr.  How¬ 
ard  said.  Mr.  Kelly’s  administrative  expe¬ 
rience  and  ecumenical  contacts  made  him 
a  “proven  entity"  for  doing  that. 

“He  will  bring  leadership  about  what 
pastoral  care  means  and  how  to  imple¬ 
ment  it  at  HCA,”  Mr.  Howard  said. 

Mr.  Kelly,  60,  said  he  was  excited 
“that  the  largest  health-care  giver  in  the 
world  is  recognizing  the  need  for  pasto¬ 
ral  care  to  be  an  integral  part  of  a  holis¬ 
tic  health-care  system.” 

The  new  vice  president  said  he  expects 
to  develop  programs  to  meet  the  pasto¬ 
ral  needs  of  patients  and  staff  members 
at  all  the  corporation’s  448  hospitals. 
Those  facilities  operate  in  45  states  and 
seven  foreign  countries.  He  said  he 
would  evaluate  need  for  full-time,  part- 
time  and  volunteer  chaplains  at  each  site. 

To  help  keep  those  chaplain’s  jobs 
filled,  he  said  he  will  be  involved  in  re¬ 
cruiting  ministers  and  will  serve  as  the 
corporation’s  liaison  with  various  de¬ 
nominations  and  faith  groups. 

"I  also  hope  to  provide  a  religious  per¬ 
spective  for  upper  management  on  ques¬ 
tions  of  medical  ethics,”  Mr.  Kelly  said. 

The  move  into  corporate  management 
would  allow  his  ministry  to  evolve  to  a 
new  stage,  Mr.  Kelly  said. 

“The  church  gave  me  an  opportunity 


to  work  within  a  national  agency  set¬ 
ting,”  he  said.  “That’s  a  kind  of  institu¬ 
tional  culture  in  which  the  church 
desires  to  minister  to  the  world. 

“I’m  assuming  there's  a  corporate  cul¬ 
ture  that  presents  some  different  kinds 
of  issues— issues  of  providing  health 
care  in  a  changing  world  and  a  changing 
health-care  scene.” 

The  Montrose,  Kan.,  native  began  his 
ministry  in  1953  as  a  U.S.  Army  chaplain. 
He  served  at  installations  in  the  United 
States,  Japan,  West  Germany  and  Vietnam. 

In  1975  Mr.  Kelly  was  promoted  to 
major  general  and  appointed  chief  of 
Army  chaplains.  He  served  in  that  post 
until  1979,  when  he  retired  from  active 
duty.  He  then  took  charge  of  the  United 
Methodist  chaplain’s  division. 

At  a  retirement  dinner  last  month  in 
Nashville,  representatives  of  various 
specialized  chaplaincy  organizations 
credited  Mr.  Kelly  with  easing  tensions 
between  the  denominational  agency  and 
working  chaplains.  The  representatives 
said  Mr.  Kelly  brought  hospital,  prisons 
and  industrial  chaplains  into  the  main¬ 
stream  of  United  Methodist  ministry. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio -The  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Council  on  Ministries  found 
itself  with  what  one  member  termed 
“two  sticks  of  dynamite”  in  its  hands 
during  the  Nov.  1-5  meeting. 

The  “dynamite”  was  two  papers  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  nature  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  “connection”— the  means  by  which 
United  Methodists  connect  their  struc¬ 
tures  and  relationships  one  with  another. 

No  biblical  or  theological  basis 

The  presenter  of  one  paper,  the  Rev. 
James  Laney,  president  of  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  told  the  council, 
“The  issue  of  what  IS  the  connection 
may  be  the  most  difficult  and  urgent  issue 
facing  The  United  Methodist  Church.  ” 

Dr.  Laney,  asked  to  present  a  paper  on 
the  biblical  and  theological  bases  of  the 
connection,  said  such  bases  do  not  exist. 
“They  exist  for  the  church,”  he  said,  "but 
not  for  the  connection.” 

He  said  John  Wesley  used  connection- 
alism  as  “an  expedient  to  get  a  job  done, 
to  connect  the  Wesleyan  societies  to 
avoid  their  becoming  ‘  isolated  and  to 
send  forth  his  surrogate  ministers  into 
mission.” 

The  presenter  of  the  other  paper,  the 
Rev.  John  Neff  of  Winthrop,  Maine,  add¬ 
ed  that  Wesley  “used  the  word  connex- 
tion  in  order  to  avoid  the  idea  that  he 
was  creating  a  church.” 

He  said  the  “Encyclopedia  of  World 
Methodism"  defines  the  term  as  having 
expanded  “to  refer  to  the  entire  Method¬ 
ist  organizational  life  as  it  grew.” 

Concern  focuses  on  authority 

Dr.  Laney  said  the  connection  “has  be¬ 
come  the  focus  of  concern  over  authority 
in  the  church.”  He  continued,  “The 
church  has  become  so  professionalized 
that  issues  which  are  important  to  some 
persons  or  agencies  find  the  laity  totally 
unconcerned.”  He  also  said  there  has 
been  a  diminution  of  episcopal  authority 
and  something  of  a  concurrent  increase 
of  authority  in  the  church’s  general 
boards  and  agencies. 

He  also  emphasized  the  “costly,  stren¬ 
uous  nature  of  the  connection,  or  being 
related  to  one  another.”  As  an  example, 
Dr.  Laney  said  United  Methodist  local 
churches  “need  to  expand  beyond  their 
provincialism,”  but  he  said  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  boards  and  agencies  seem  un¬ 


willing  to  be  strenuous  in  the  other 
direction  and  prefer,  rather,  to  say  to  the 
churches,  "Why  can’t  you  be  more  like 
us?” 

The  connection,  he  said,  emphasizes 
“the  locality  and  the  universality  of  the 
genius  of  the  church.” 

Wesley  used  the  connection,  Dr.  Laney 
said  in  opening  his  historical  account,  to 
establish  standards  of  accountability  “so 
that  when  a  minister’s  vitality  faded,  he 
could  be  let  out  of  the  connection.”  A 
minister,  he  said,  was  expected  to  be 
“called  out  of  himself  into  the  need  of 
the  church.” 

That,  he  said,  was  "a  strenuous  means  of 
disciplining  the  church.’’  As  Methodism 
changed  from  a  sect  to  a  church,  Dr.  Laney 
said,  the  connection  expanded  in  meaning 
from  supervision  and  accountability  to 
stewardship  and  to  such  common  enter* 
prises  as  publishing.  The  connection  be¬ 
came  a  means  not  only  of  making  pastoral 
assignments  but  also  a  means  of  taxation 
or  apportionments,  he  said.  That,  in  turn, 
required  political  support 

Protestant  work  ethic  develops 

A  concurrent  development,  Dr.  Laney 
said,  was  the  Protestant  work  ethic— the 
assumption  that  one  was  devoted  entire¬ 
ly  to  one’s  work. 

"For  generations,”  he  said,  “Method¬ 
ists  embodied  the  Protestant  work  ethic 
more  than  any  other  denomination.  One 
reason  the  connection  and  particularly 
itineration  (assignment  of  ministers) 
worked  so  well  for  most  of  the  past  75 
years  or  so  was  that  pastors  embodied 
the  Protestant  ethic.”  He  described  this 
as  “utilitarian  individualism.” 

In  the  past  10  to  15  years,  that  has 
changed,  he  said,  and  the  work  ethic  has 
eroded  into  what  he  called  an  “expres¬ 
sive  individualism.” 

He  said  today’s  minister  more  typical¬ 
ly  says,  “I  am  willing  to  be  professional 
and  competent,  but  this  is  my  work  here 
and  over  there  is  my  private  sphere.  My 
private  life  is  the  expression  of  my  true 
self,  and  in  that  life  I  am  not  account¬ 
able  to  anybody,  not  even  to  my  spouse 
and  family.” 

His  latter  declaration  elicited  many 
grunts  of  identification  from  his  audi¬ 
ence,  made  up  of  approximately  equal 
numbers  of  laity  and  clergy. 

Appointments  conditioned 

With  the  work  ethic  gone,  Dr.  Laney 


said,  “ministerial  appointments  now  are 
conditioned  by  where  one  wants  to  live— 
urban  or  rural— whether  one’s  spouse 
has  a  job,  whether  one  owns  a  home, 
etc.”  He  said  many  ministers  not  only 
refuse  to  live  in  a  "fishbowl”  parsonage 
next  to  the  church  but  prefer  to  live 
“seven  miles  away  where  no  one  in  the 
neighborhood  knows  I’m  a  minister.” 

He  said  these  and  other  changes  pre¬ 
sent  enormous  problems,  in  part  because 
the  church’s  connectional  conferences 
"have  not  taken  on  the  task  of  engender¬ 
ing  faith  and  holiness”  within  the  church. 

“The  power  that  has  fueled  the  church 
has  declined,”  he  insisted.  And  he  said  if 
there  is  burnout  in  the  connection,  “it  is 
because  the  structure  has  milked  the 
ministers  and  not  fed  them.” 

How  can  the  connection  become  a  cov- 
enantal,  nurturing  group?  he  asked  with¬ 
out  answering.  “Where  is  the  sense  of 
strenuous  participation  that  makes  up 
our  ligatures  and  musculature,  that 
makes  us  more  than  isolated  atoms?”  he 
further  asked. 

Dr.  Laney  closed  by  affirming  the 
Methodist  connectional  system  as  "the 
right  kind  to  respond  to  the  needs  we  all 
can  see.  It  is  the  means  by  which  the  * 
church  can  perfect  the  saints,  both  in  the 
local  church  and  around  the  world.” 

Seven  ingredients  listed 

Dr.  Neff,  who  teaches  Methodist  histo¬ 
ry  at  Bangor  (Maine)  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  dealt  in  his  analytical  paper  with 
“the  connectional  principle,"  which  he 
defined  as  “the  basic  form  of  our  polity, 
the  way  in  which  we  carry  out  God’s 
mission  as  a  people.” 

He  said  the  connectional  principle  is  a 
style  of  leadership  and  of  shared  experi¬ 
ences  of  conversation. 

He  said  seven  ingredients  or  values  of 
the  connectional  principle  are  shared  vi¬ 
sion,  memory,  community,  discipline, 
leadership,  mobilization  and  linkage. 

Dr.  Neff  provided  an  extensive  bibli¬ 
ography  with  his  paper  and  said  many 
people,  including  several  bishops,  told 
him  they  believe  this  is  the  first  of  its 
kind.  The  connection,  he  said  he  discov¬ 
ered,  is  “assumed— no  further  comment 
needed.” 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  ap¬ 
parently  disagrees.  In  its  meeting  one 
year  ago  it  created  a  Division  on  the 
Connection  as  a  part  of  its  own  restruc¬ 
ture  into  four  divisions. 


UMC’s  global  scope,  local  roots  stressed 

(General  Council  on  Ministries  considers  African ,  membership  issues 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Council  on  Ministries  person¬ 
ified  the  church’s  global  scope  at  its  Nov. 
1-5  meeting. 

The  council,  however,  also  looked  to 
the  church’s  local  roots. 

It  received  a  major  report  on  county- 
by-county  demographics— population, 
health,  education,  religion,  age,  race, 
etc.— in  this  country  as  a  possible  tool 
for  churches  increasing  membership.  It 
also  heard  a  United  Methodist  minister 
who  has  developed  a  unique  research 
project  explain  how  to  reclaim  inactive 
members  of  local  churches  (more  on  this 
in  a  subsequent  issue). 

Africa  captured  the  council’s  primary 
attention  among  overseas  issues. 

Divestment  urged 

In  its  action  on  South  Africa,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  repeated  the 
1984  General  Conference  action  urging 
United  Methodist  divestments  from  any 
firm  doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

The  124-member  council  heard  chief  ex¬ 
ecutives  of  three  United  Methodist  gener¬ 
al-church  agencies  report  on  South  Africa: 
Dr.  Gerald  Hornung,  General  Board  of 
Pensions;  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  General 
Council  on  Finance  and 1  Administration; 
and  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


SUNDAY  MORNING  LIVE 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey  and  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
invite  you  to  worship  services  live  every 
Sunday  at  9:30  A.M.  CST. 

If  you  have  yet  to  choose  your  church 
or  are  unable  to  attend  a  service,  join 
Dr.  Bailey  for  an  hour  of  worship  in  the 
comfort  of  your  home. 

You  can  receive  this  nationwide 
telecast  if  you  subscribe  to  cable  or  have 


a  satellite  dish.  Check  your  local  listing 
for  time  and  channel. 

Morning  Worship 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

9:30  A.M.  CST 

KTVT  Channel  11 

Dallas  /  Fort  Worth 

Telstar  303  Transponder  11H 

Located  at  125°  West 


Mr.  Hornung,  a  lawyer  and  former  in¬ 
vestment  counselor,  both  explained  and 
defended  his  board’s  policy  of  continuing 
to  invest  in  U.S.  firms  doing  business  in 
South  Africa.  Not  to  do  so,  he  said,  would 
violate  legal  and  ethical  requirements 
that  the  pensions  board  invest  its  $1. 85- 
billion  portfolio  in  the  most  prudent 
manner  to  gain  maximum  return  for 
pensions  recipients. 

He  said  if  his  board  did  as  some  in  the 
church,  including  some  pensioners, 
would  have  it  do  and  pulled  all  invest¬ 
ments  out  of  such  firms  as  IBM  and  Ex¬ 
xon  and  thereby  reduced  return  to 
pensioners,  the  resultant  lawsuits 
“would  tie  the  church  in  knots  and  make 
Pacific  Homes  (the  bankruptcy  of  a 
chain  of  UM-related  retirement  and 
health  facilities  in  California)  look  min¬ 
iscule.” 

Dr.  Droke,  the  denomination’s  general 
treasurer,  called  special  attention  to  a 
consultation  Aug.  13-14  attended  by  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  all  13  general-church 
agencies  convened  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  discussing  United  Methodist  invest¬ 
ment  policy  and  South  Africa. 

He  said  the  consultation  strongly  sup¬ 
ported  the  1984  General  Conference  res¬ 
olution  encouraging  “United  Methodists 
and  United  Methodist  agencies  and  insti¬ 
tutions  ...  to  close  accounts  with  and 
withdraw  funds  from  banks  and  divest 
from  corporations  doing  business  in 
South  Africa.” 

The  consultation  went  farther,  he  add¬ 
ed,  including  all  financial  institutions, 
not  merely  banks,  in  the  withdrawal  ac¬ 
tion  and  calling  on  corporations  to  an¬ 
nounce  a  timeline  by  which  they  will 
withdraw  from  or  cease  operations  in 
South  Africa  if  apartheid  laws  are  not 
repealed. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  said  the 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa, 
through  its  individual  members  but  not 
corporately,  “is  being  drawn  deeper  into 
the  struggle”  in  South  Africa. 

Ministries  council  directors  also  in¬ 
structed  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  not  to  invest  any 
GCOM  funds  in  companies  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  South  Africa.  No  such  funds  are 
currently  invested,  the  council  was  told. 

Africa  draws  much  response 

Regarding  another  African  nation,  Ke¬ 
nya,  the  ministries  council  heard  a  re¬ 
port  of  an  entirely  different  sort. 
Progress  is  being  made,  the  council  was 
told,  toward  a  concordat  between  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya  and  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

If  approved  by  governing  bodies  of  the 
two  churches,  including  the  1988  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  the  con¬ 
cordat  agreement  would  permit  each 
church  to  elect  two  voting  delegates  of 
the  other’s  highest  governing  body.  The 
UMC  has  similar  agreements  with  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Mexico,  the  Caribbean 
and  Great  Britain. 

Two  other  mentions  made  Africa  cen¬ 
tral  to  this  meeting.  The  committee  di¬ 
recting  the  denomination’s  '‘second- 
mile"  giving  known  as  the  General  Ad¬ 
vance  reported  that  income  for  the  first 


nine  months  of  1985  is  $26  million,  al¬ 
most  $11  million  ahead  of  income  the 
same  time  a  year  ago. 

Advance  Director  William  Carter  said 
the  increase  is  largely  because  of  “un¬ 
precedented  and  phenomenal  response” 
to  the  food  crisis  in  Ethiopia  and  to  the 
Bishops’  Appeal  for  Africa. 

New  churches  discussed 

Closer  to  home,  where  responses  to 
such  crises  are  generated,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  heard  a  progress 
report  on  development  of  new  congrega¬ 
tions  and  figuratively  walked  step  by 
step  along  the  “tracks"  of  a  person  who 
changes  from  an  active  to  an  inactive 
church  member  (more  details  on  the  lat¬ 
ter  presentation  will  appear  in  a  subse¬ 
quent  issue  of  the  Reporter). 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  head  of  the 
Global  Ministries  board’s  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division,  said  consultations  have 
been  held  with  19  annual  conferences  re¬ 
garding  new  congregational  develop¬ 
ment. 

The  result,  he  said,  is  identification  of 
locations  for  231  new  congregations  and 
197  existing  congregations  targeted  for 
“revitalization.” 

The  gnawing  question  in  both  these  re¬ 
gards,  he  said,  is:  "Are  we  equipped  with 
money  and  leadership  to  reach  out  to 
those  400  and  to  many  more  like  them  in 
the  other  conferences?”  He  said  it  takes 
four  to  six  years  and  up  to  $600,000  for  a 
new  United  Methodist  congregation  to 
come  into  being  “the  way  we  do  it  now.” 
He  did  not  outline  steps  for  change. 

In  one  of  several  financial  actions,  the 


council  approved  nearly  $50,000  from 
contingency  funds  for  the  UMC  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  an  educational  campaign  on  the 
rural  crisis  in  the  U.S. 

Also  approved  was  $50,000  for  an  eth¬ 
nic  history  project  directed  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History. 

The  council  re-elected  its  entire  exec¬ 
utive  staff  and  chief  executives  of  all 
United  Methodist  program  boards  and 
agencies,  all  for  one-year  terms. 

A  closed  consultation  preceded  one  of 
the  latter  elections.  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  limits  clergypeople  (not  laypeople) 
to  12-year  terms  as  chief  executives  of 
general-church  agencies.  The  maximum 
term  may  be  extended  annually  only  by 
vote  of  the  agency  involved  and  approv¬ 
al  by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  at  its  fall  meeting  had 
renominated  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter 
as  general  secretary  for  a  13th  year. 

After  consultation  Nov.  1  in  Dayton  by 
top  officers  of  the  board  and  the  council, 
the  council  voted  to  affirm  the  12-year 
limit  with  extensions  as  currently  per¬ 
mitted  and  granted  the  higher  education 
and  ministry  board  a  year’s  extension 
while  a  search  proceeds  for  a  new  chief 
executive. 

The  five-day  meeting,  the  council’s 
only  one  in  1985,  had  its  festive  mo¬ 
ments,  notably  a  global  celebration  with 
food  and  costumes  from  different  parts 
of  the  world  where  Methodism  exists. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


This  Christmas  .  .  . 

Please  pass  the  potatoes 


Help 

us  feed 
the  hungry 


Through 

The  Potato  Project 

Society  of  St.  Andrew  gift  cards  allow  you  to  give  a  unique  gift  in 
honor  of  that  special  person  on  your  gift  list.  When  a  gift  of  $10  or 
more  is  given  to  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  an  original  card  will  be 
sent  to  the  individual  in  whose  honor  the  gift  has  been  given.  It's  a 
perfect  way  to  share  the  true  spirit  of  our  Lord's  birth  with  those 
you  love.  Send  Gifts  to  Society  of  St.  Andrew 
P.O.  Box  329  •  Big  Island,  VA  24526 

(We  are  a  United  Methodist  Advance  Special) 
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Bread  for  World  head  debunks 


myths  concerning  world 


From  Religious  News  Service 

BOSTON— The  Rev.  Arthur  Simon,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Bread  for  the  World, 
examined  what  he  described  as  myths 
about  hunger  in  an  address  at  an  ecu¬ 
menical  anti-hunger  event  in  Boston. 

He  delivered  the  keynote  speech  at  the 
beginning  of  a  daylong  Outreach  on  Hun¬ 
ger  event  launching  the  local  phase  of  a 
project  that  aims  to  recruit  and  train  lo¬ 
cal  leaders  for  hunger  education  events 
in  churches,  campuses  and  civic  settings 
around  the  country.  Outreach  on  Hunger 
began  in  1982  and  is  supported  by  Bread 
for  the  World  Educational  Fund. 

Among  the  11  myths  about  hunger  that 
Mr.  Simon  identified  were: 

•Food  aid  is  the  most  important  re¬ 
sponse  to  hunger.  He  asserted  that  aid 


can  undermine  farmers  and  depress  the 
food  market  in  a  recipient  country,  so  it 
needs  to  be  linked  to  local  agricultural 
development  efforts  that  will  further 
self-reliance  rather  than  dependence  on 
aid. 

•  People  are  hungry  because  they  are 
lazy.  Mr.  Simon  cautioned  the  audience 
about  "standing  in  moral  judgment 
against  the  poor”  and  urged,  rather,  that 
the  poor  be  seen  “as  deserving  of  our 
partnership.” 

•  Ideology  will  give  us  the  answer.  He 
was  critical  of  what  he  called  the  “mag¬ 
ic”  of  both  socialism  and  capitalism, 
saying  one  could  find  examples  of  social¬ 
ism's  failed  efforts  worldwide,  while 
capitalism  is  little  more  than  "unre¬ 
strained  greed.”  Mr.  Simon  said  the  best 
response  to  the  hungry  usually  comes 


from  "those  who  incorporate  free  enter¬ 
prise  into  their  system,”  but  that  free  en¬ 
terprise  must  be  more  than  just  “an 
impressive  engine  of  growth,”  because 
“an  engine  is  not  a  steering  wheel,  and 
left  to  its  own  devices  it  will  lead  to  all 
kinds  of  inequity.” 

•  Hunger  will  end  by  the  year  2000. 
Mr.  Simon  said  there  is  “no  real  pros¬ 
pect”  of  that. 

•  Private  aid,  not  governmental  inter¬ 
vention,  is  what  is  needed.  Both  efforts 
must  work  together,  Mr.  Simon  said,  and 
it  is  often  government  decisions  —  about 
trade,  taxation  and  military  spending, 
for  example— which  influence  hunger  is¬ 
sues. 

Responding  to  a  question  about  hunger 
in  socialist  countries,  Mr.  Simon  noted 
that  while  such  places  as  China  and  Cuba 


hunger 

have  done  "an  impressive  job  on  hun¬ 
ger,”  it  has  been  “at  a  terrible  cost  in 
terms  of  human  rights.”  Other  socialist 
models,  such  as  Ethiopia,  are  the  victims 
not  only  of  drought  and  war  but  also 
their  own  policies  which,  Mr.  Simon  said, 
"undermine  small-scale  production. 
Farming  collectively  is  not  a  great  in¬ 
centive  to  food  production,”  he  observed. 

Bread  for  the  World,  based  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  is  “a  Christian  citizens’  move¬ 
ment”  that  lobbies  Congress  on  hunger 
issues.  There  are  50,000  members  nation¬ 
wide  and  over  400  chapters.  The  annual 
budget  is  about  $2  million.  Local 
churches  work  with  the  organization 
through  a  Covenant  Church  Program  to 
encourage  effective  response  to  the 
needs  of  hungry  people  through  public 
policy  and  citizen  advocacy. 


Million- dollar  plans 


United  Methodist  Men  establish  foundation  to  assist  Scouting , 
hope  to  reach  one  million  youth  through  local-church  units 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

One  million  dollars  and  1  million 
youth  are  new  national  goals  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men. 

The  men  intend  to  raise  that  amount 
in  the  next  two  years  to  help  enroll  that 
many  youth  in  UMC-sponsored  units 
(dens,  troops,  posts— both  Girl  Scouts 
and  Boy  Scouts  — Campfire  and  4-H 
Clubs). 

To  that  end,  the  $1  million  will  go  into 
the  United  Methodist  Men  Foundation 
Endowment  fund  to  finance  permanent¬ 
ly  the  denomination’s  national  office  of 
Scouting  ministries,  a  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men  section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Before  1980,  United  Methodist-related 
Scouting  had  been  handled  through  the 
education  section  of  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship.  In  a  restructuring  of  the  board, 
the  education  section  was  eliminated. 

‘Get  Scouting  off  the  ground’ 

The  United  Methodist  Men  then  decid¬ 
ed  to  “take  Scouting,  fund  it,  and  get  it 
off  the  ground.”  With  the  help  of  a  part- 
time  executive  on  loan  from  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  they  raised  start-up 
money  to  bring  in  a  full-time  director  for 
the  new  office  of  Scouting  ministries. 


That  was  accomplished  with  the  hiring 
of  David  Worley  Jan.  1, 1984. 

Boy  Scouts  of  America  registration 
last  June  showed  a  20  percent  gain  over 
the  previous  year  in  membership  in 
UMC-sponsored  Scouting  units.  That  re¬ 
versed  a  15-year  history  of  declining 
membership  in  UMC-related  units. 
“Mensnews,”  the  official  publication  of 
the  United  Methodist  Men,  attributed  the 
gain  to  the  18-month-old  office  of  Scout¬ 
ing  ministries. 

The  office  is  involved  in  fund-raising 
and  programming,  Mr.  Worley  said.  It 
develops  materials  to  help  make  a  closer 
identification  between  Scouting  and  the 
UMC.  For  example,  a  God  and  Country 
award  bears  the  UM  cross  and  flame. 
Awards  are  available  to  recognize  vol¬ 
unteer  leaders  in  UMC  Scouting  units. 

Guidelines  offered  for  churches 

The  office  also  develops  guidelines  for 
local  churches  on  such  topics  as  how  to 
use  the  Scouting  program  for  outreach,  on 
duties  of  Scouting  coordinators  and  on  se¬ 
lecting,  recruiting  and  training  leaders. 

United  Methodist  Men  Foundation  pres¬ 
ident  Dale  Waymire  admits  that  reaching 
1  million  youth  through  Scouting  minis¬ 
tries  will  not  be  easy.  But  information  col¬ 
lected  through  questions  on  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  registration  in  June,  he  said,  in¬ 


dicates  that  the  goal  is  “realistic  and  at¬ 
tainable.” 

Fewer  than  one-third  of  the  38,000  local 
United  Methodist  churches  now  sponsor 
Scouting  units  (some  sponsor  more  than 
one  unit),  reaching  around  300,000  youth 
per  year.  If  the  number  of  sponsoring 
churches  were  to  triple  with  a  proportion¬ 
ate  increase  in  membership,  Mr.  Waymire 
said,  the  goal  of  reaching  1  million  youth 
could  be  reached. 

"An  unknown  factor  in  this  whole 
thing,”  Mr.  Worley  said,  “is  the  relating 
to  the  Girl  Scouts  and  Campfire.”  Many 
churches  sponsor  Girl  Scout  units,  he 
said,  but  the  office  of  Scouting  ministries 
is  still  at  work  on  developing  a  working 
relation  with  the  Girl  Scout  organization. 

“In  this  instance,”  Mr.  Worley  ob¬ 
served,  “the  field  is  ahead  of  the  bureau¬ 
cracy.” 

No  competition  intended 

Scouting  is  not  meant  to  compete  with 
church  school  or  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship,  Mr.  Waymire  said,  but  is  an 
adjunct.  A  Scouting  organization  in  a 
church,  he  said,  affords  opportunity  for 
ministry  and  evangelism  to  youth  in  the 
community  not  affiliated  with  any 
church. 

The  church  has  access  to  the  estab¬ 
lished  camping  facilities  and  proven  pro- 


History  of  Hymns 

Hymn  composed  for  church  school 


Sometimes  a  light  surprises 
The  Christian  while  he  sings; 

It  is  the  Lord  who  rises 
With  healing  in  his  wings. 

When  comforts  are  declining, 

He  grants  the  soul  again 
A  season  of  clear  shining, 

To  cheer  it  after  rain. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
What  a  delightful  opening  couplet  for 
a  hymn!  William  Cowper,  one  of  En¬ 
gland’s  great  poets,  was  living  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Olney  when  he  wrote  it.  John 
Newton  was  the  Anglican  minister  in  Ol¬ 
ney. 

Cowper  and  Newton  became  great 
friends.  It  was  a  short  walk  from  the 
parish  house  through  the  hedge  to  the 
small  house  where  Cowper  lived.  New¬ 
ton  had  begun  a  weeknight  service  for 
the  people  who  worked  in  the  mill  in  Ol¬ 
ney.  They  sang  and  prayed,  and  Newton 

Media  morality 
head  dies  at  68 

From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK -The  Rev.  Morton  A. 
Hill,  68,  a  leading  anti-pornography  cru¬ 
sader  and  founder  of  Morality  in  Media, 
an  interfaith  group  that  works  for  en¬ 
forcement  of  anti-obscenity  laws,  died 
Nov.  4  after  an  extended  illness. 

A  native  of  Brooklyn,  Father  Hill  first 
became  active  in  the  fight  against  por¬ 
nography  in  1962  when  he  was  on  the 
staff  of  St.  Ignatius  Loyola  Church  in 
Manhattan. 


taught  the  Bible  lesson.  Here  was  an  ear¬ 
ly  attempt  at  religious  education. 

These  services  became  so  popular,  the 
small  room  in  the  church  was  no  longer 
adequate.  A  large  home  adjacent  to  the 
church  was  known  as  the  “Great  House.” 
Here  the  weeknight  services  were  con¬ 
ducted. 

Cowper  suggested  that  he  and  Newton 
write  some  hymns  for  these  services. 
Cowper  wrote  68  hymns,  and  Newton 
wrote  280. 

Entitled  simply  "Olney  Hymns,”  this 
collection  was  published  in  1779.  Includ¬ 


ed  was  Newton’s  famous  hymn  "Amaz¬ 
ing  Grace,  How  Sweet  the  Sound.” 

Cowper’s  hymn  is  based  on  Matthew 
6:34  and  Habakkuk  3:17-18.  A  reading  of 
the  four  stanzas  and  these  references 
shows  clearly  the  relationship. 

The  hymn  has  not  been  as  widely  sung 
as  Cowper’s  “There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled 
with  Blood”  or  “God  Moves  in  a  Mysteri¬ 
ous  Way.”  That  is  to  be  regretted,  for  it 
is  a  helpful  and  usable  hymn. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"We  Praise  Thee,  O  God, 

Our  Redeemer” 


Dear  Deborah 

Pushy  conversationalist 
regrets  actions,  withdraws 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  trouble  with  speaking  my  mind 
too  quickly,  breaking  into  others'  conver¬ 
sations  to  give  my  ideas  and  thoughts. 
Afterwards  I  realize  how  I  have  pushed 
my  ideas  on  others  without  their  having 
a  chance  to  express  themselves.  I  then 
regret  my  actions  and  become  complete¬ 
ly  silent  and  remove  myself  from  the 
conversation.  How  do  I  change  this  de¬ 
structive  pattern?  A 

Dear  A 

How  about  this:  As  soon  as  you 
realize  what  you  have  done,  stop 
and  apologize,  ask  the  other  person 
what  it  was  they  were  saying  and 
STAY  AND  LISTEN.  Withdrawing 
from  the  conversation,  as  you  do, 


Kenyan  clergy  denounces  female 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  — The  vicar-in- 
charge  of  the  newly  established  Anglican 
parish  of  Kiambere  has  denounced  “cir¬ 
cumcision"  of  young  girls  and  asked 
Christians  to  mount  a  campaign  against 
the  practice. 

The  Rev.  Jotham  Nyagah  called  “fe¬ 
male  circumcision”  an  evil  custom  and 
said  it  causes  great  pain  among  young 
females  under  the  cover  of  maintaining 
tradition. 

He  revealed  that  even  some  Christians 
practice  the  ritual  and  said  he  wondered 
how  they  could  be  expected  to  set  a  good 
example  for  others  if  they  fall  victim  to 
the  “barbaric  practice."  He  advised  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  area  to  discard  the  tradition  as 
having  outlived  its  usefulness. 

Hundreds  of  girls  die  every  year  in 
Kenya  from  bleeding  after  the  ritual  “fe¬ 
male  circumcisions”  are  carried  out 
with  crude  blades  by  old  men. 

All  nomadic  and  Moslem  tribes  in  Ke¬ 
nya  carry  out  circumcision  on  girls, 
which  calls  for  the  severance  of  the  cli- 
toral  parts.  A  few  other  tribes,  such  as 
the  Kiisis,  carry  out  a  clitoridectomy,  a 


small  operation  snipping  the  tip  of  the 
clitoris.  It  is  unlawful  to  perform  cir¬ 
cumcisions  on  girls  in  Kenya,  but  defiant 
groups  still  maintain  the  practice. 

The  vicar  declared  that  God  does  not 
appreciate  customs  that  subject  his  chil¬ 
dren  to  unnecessary  suffering  and  tor¬ 
ture.  He  hit  out  at  parents  who  organize 
such  rituals  in  the  night,  especially  in 
August  when  most  children  are  on  holi¬ 
day.  He  said  parents  must  lay  a  strong 


might  give  the  impression  that  you 
value  only  getting  your  say  and  care 
nothing  to  hear  what  others  are 
thinking. 

Did  you  come  from  a  large  family 
where  you  had  to  break  in  to  be 
heard?  Or  is  there  some  other  rea¬ 
son  for  this  behavior?  Try  to  get  at 
the  source  of  your  problem  and  then 
it  will  be  easier  to  deal  with  it. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

4 circumcision 9 

Christian  foundation  for  their  children 
and  avoid  exposing  them  to  evil. 

A  church  elder,  Wilson  Migwa,  said  it 
is  shameful  that  Christians  allow  their 
daughters  to  undergo  the  “unhygienic 
ritual.”  He  said  female  circumcision 
symbolizes  backwardness. 

Circumcision  is  still  one  of  the  rituals 
used  to  initiate  small  girls  into  certain 
age  groups  of  womanhood. 


Cardinal  moved  by  Jewish  plight 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Cardinal  John  O’Connor  told  a  Conservative  Jewish  gathering  here 
that  “the  story  of  Jewish  suffering  in  the  Soviet  Union  must  be  told  to  every  man, 
woman  and  child." 

Speaking  at  a  daylong  program  on  social  concerns  sponsored  by  the  (Conservative) 
Rabbinical  Assembly,  the  cardinal  said  he  would  ask  all  Roman  Catholics  in  New 
York  to  light  candles  for  world  peace  and  the  release  of  32  Soviet  Jewish  prisoners  of 
conscience  on  the  eve  of  the  Nov.  19-20  summit  meeting  between  President  Reagan 
and  Soviet  Premier  Gorbachev. 

Cardinal  O’Connor  said  he  had  been  “moved”  by  a  talk  at  the  gathering  given  by 
Leonid  Feldman,  a  former  Soviet  refusenik  (Jew  who  had  been  refused  permission  to 
emigrate)  who  is  now  a  rabbinical  student  at  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  of 
New  York. 


grams  of  the  Scouting  organization  to 
help  youth  develop  such  biblically  based 
values  as  reverence,  honesty,  courtesy, 
kindness  and  trustworthiness,  Mr.  Way¬ 
mire  said. 

According  to  Mr.  Worley,  Scouting  of¬ 
fers  50  times  more  opportunity  for  con¬ 
tact  than  Sunday  school,  based  on  the 
amount  of  time  leaders  spend  with  the 
boys  at  Scout  meetings  and  at  Scout-re¬ 
lated  activities  such  as  camp  outs,  ser¬ 
vice  projects  and  jamborees. 

“Scouting  affords  the  church  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  provide  young  people  with 
leaders  who  can  serve  as  the  strong,  pos¬ 
itive  role  models  they  need,”  said  Mr. 
Worley.  “I’m  convinced  that  young  peo¬ 
ple  watch  us  more  than  they  listen  to 
what  we  say.” 

The  fund-raising  plan  for  the  endow¬ 
ment  of  the  office  of  Scouting  ministries 
was  officially  launched  at  the  1985  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men’s  Congress  in  July 
with  an  offering  of  $89,500  in  cash  and 
pledges. 

Mission  giving  new  to  men 

According  to  the  Rev.  Jim  Snead,  head 
of  the  national  office  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  in  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  not 
only  is  the  concept  of  the  endowment 
new  to  the  men’s  organization  but  the 
emphasis  on  mission  (beyond  the  local 
church)  giving  is  new  as  well. 

“While  United  Methodist  Men  has  a  re¬ 
markable  record  of  giving  to  local  pro¬ 
jects  in  their  communities,”  Mr.  Snead 
said,  “until  1973  when  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  was  formed,  local  men’s 
fellowships  had  no  vision  of  what  men 
could  do  collectively  in  addition  to  their 
local  church  activities.” 

Funding  for  the  UM  Men  Foundation 
Endowment  will  be  raised  on  three  lev¬ 
els— local  church,  conference  and  indi¬ 
vidual. 

The  National  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Men  Conference  Presidents  is 
asking  each  local  men’s  unit  to  pledge  a 
special  $200  minimum  contribution  to 
the  endowment,  with  at  least  $100  to  be 
paid  in  1985.  That  is  considered  second- 
mile  giving,  Mr.  Snead  said,  because  it  is 
in  addition  to  their  individual  and  group 
support  of  local  budgets  and  projects 
and  other  United  Methodist  Men  activi¬ 
ties  and  projects  beyond  the  local  level 
such  as  helping  the  denomination  keep  in 
touch  with  members  who  move  and  sup¬ 
port  of  "The  Upper  Room"  prayer  minis¬ 
try. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area)  has  pledged  that  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  men  will  raise 
$50,000  for  the  United  Methodist  Men 
Foundation.  He  has  challenged  men  of 
other  conferences  with  at  least  250,000 
members  to  raise  $50,000,  those  in  con¬ 
ferences  with  125,000  to  250,000  to  raise 
$25,000  and  those  in  conferences  with 
less  than  125,000  to  raise  $15,000. 

At  least  one  bishop  has  accepted  that 
challenge.  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the 
Texas  conference  held  12  “bishop’s  din¬ 
ners,”  one  in  each  district,  recently.  Last 
year  only  16  of  the  special  fund-raising 
bishops’  dinners  were  held  nationwide, 
according  to  Texas  conference  United 
Methodist  Men  president  Turner  Smith. 

In  addition  to  these  tried-and-true 
fund-raising  methods,  the  men  plan  to 
use  at  least  one  seemingly  new  one.  Un¬ 
der  that  plan,  men  would  become  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  TVelve-Ten  Club.  Members 
covenant  to  pray  daily  at  12:10  p.m., 
share  faith  experiences  with  at  least  one 
person  daily  and  contribute  to  the  en¬ 
dowment  foundation  $10  monthly  for  12 
months. 

The  United  Methodist  Men  Founda¬ 
tion,  established  in  1981,  has  helped  fund 
the  office  of  Scouting  ministries  during 
the  past  two  years.  It  was  set  up  to  fund 
any  United  Methodist  Men  project  the 
foundation’s  board  of  directors  might 
designate.  Funds  raised  in  addition  to 
the  $1  million  endowment  to  be  set  aside 
for  the  office  of  Scouting  ministries  will 
be  used  for  other  projects  as  determined 
by  the  directors. 

The  foundation’s  board  is  made  up  of 
the  president  of  the  National  Association 
of  Conference  United  Methodist  Men 
Presidents,  a  bishop  and  two  at-large 
members  selected  by  the  conference 
presidents,  a  representative  of  each  ju¬ 
risdiction  selected  from  among  the  con¬ 
ference  presidents,  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  section  on  United 
Methodist  Men.  and  the  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
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WASHINGTON — More  than  a  million  visitors  to  the  U.S.  Capitol  each 
year  view  the  crystal  chandlier  that  once  hung  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Trinity  Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 


Former  church  chandelier 
hangs  in  Capitol  Rotunda 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

WASHINGTON -A  Methodist  church 
merger,  the  razing  of  an  old  building  and 
a  classified  ad  in  a  Washington  paper 
two  decades  ago  combined  to  provide 
one  of  the  features  pointed  out  today  to 
the  approximately  1.4  million  visitors 
touring  the  U.S.  Capitol  each  year. 

Hanging  in  the  small  Senate  Rotunda 
is  an  ornate  chandelier  with  1,400  crys¬ 
tals,  which  for  10  years  graced  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church  a  few 
blocks  from  the  Capitol. 

Founded  in  1802,  Trinity  was  one  of 
four  churches  that  merged  in  1961  into 
what  now  is  Capitol  Hill  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

The  chandelier  had  been  given  to  Trin¬ 
ity  Church  by  Col.  and  Mrs.  O.J.  Posey  in 
memory  of  his  parents.  Before  that,  it 
had  hung  in  the  Maryland  Theater  in 
Baltimore. 

Origin  of  the  artwork  is  difficult  to 
trace,  but  Dale  Ridgeway,  a  former 
member  of  the  Trinity  church,  said  it  is 
believed  to  have  been  constructed  in 
Czechoslovakia.  It  is  estimated  to  be 
more  than  100  years  old. 

When  Trinity  Church  was  razed  in 
1961,  the  chandelier  was  advertised  for 
sale  by  the  wrecking  company.  The  sev¬ 
en-line  ad  described  it  as  "Imported 
from  Europe,  nine  feet  high,  beautiful, 
ornate,  suitable  for  church,  hotel,  con¬ 
vention  hall,  dining  hall,  etc.  Has  hand 
winch  for  lowering.” 

Someone  in  the  office  of  the  Architect 
of  the  Capitol  decided  it  also  would  be 
“suitable”  for  the  small  rotunda  near  the 
original  Senate  chamber. 

It  was  purchased  from  the  wrecking 
company  for  $1,500  and  installed  in  1965. 


At  the  time  the  chandelier  was  hung  in 
the  church,  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Paul  R. 
Diehl,  added  eight  arms  and  the  crystal 
chains  leading  to  the  crown. 

When  it  was  hung  in  the  Capitol,  the 
number  of  arms  was  doubled  to  16  to  , 
complement  the  16  columns  that  sur-, 
round  it. 

Many  tourists  comment  on  its  beauty. . 
but  few  view  it  with  the  interest  attribut¬ 
ed  to  one  visitor.  Mr.  Posey  was  in  the. 
Capitol  one  day  and  spotted  the  chande-. 
lier,  which  he  assumed  had  been  de-. 
stroyed. 

He  was  described  as  “quite  moved”  to. 
find  the  one-time  memorial  to  his  par-, 
ents  now  hanging  in  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  Lear  heads  the  Washington  office 
of  United  Methodist  News  Service. 


Poem  of  the  week 

Sorrow  Embraced 

Though  I  walk  in  the  light  of  joy 
and  have  attained  gladness  of  heart; 
let  me  not  turn  my  back 
on  misery  and  suffering, 
let  me  not  run  in  fear 
or  walk  away  with  indifference. 

Let  me  open  my  arms  wide 
to  embrace  this  sorrow; 
let  it  flow  through 
the  whole  of  my  being 
that  it  may  be  warmed, 
however  slightly,  by  my  glad  heart! 

-SUSAN  M.  BEARD 


Test  your  religious  trivia 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

Questions: 

1.  Who  is  Gerald  Moede? 

2.  What  was  the  Blake-Pike  Plan? 

3.  With  what  denominations  is  New  York’s  Riverside  Church  affiliated? 

4.  Who  was  the  only  U.S.  president  to  be  baptized  after  his  inauguration? 

5.  What  was  the  Half-Way  Covenant? 

6.  What  United  Methodist  bishop  recently  said  he’s  giving  up  politics? 

7.  What  think-tank  has  issued  a  report  on  religion  in  America? 

8.  Name  the  former  aide  to  Guru  Bhagwan  Shree  Rajneesh  who  was  recently 
arrested  in  West  Germany. 

9.  Who  has  jokingly  suggested  that  the  Lutheran  church  to  be  created  in  1988 
by  a  merger  be  called  the  “Lutheran  Church  of  the  Latest  Social  Issue"? 

10.  An  excerpt  from  a  book  in  Sojourners  magazine  has  stirred  a  controversy 
because  of  its  treatment  of  homosexuality.  Name  the  book  and  the  author. 

Answers: 

1.  General  secretary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

2.  A  church-union  plan  proposed  by  Presbyterian  leader  Eugene  Carson  Blake 
in  a  1960  sermon  in  San  Francisco’s  Grace  Episcopal  Cathedral  and  endorsed  by 
Bishop  James  K.  Pike.  The  plan  became  the  basis  for  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union. 

3.  American  Baptist  Churches  and  United  Church  of  Christ. 

4.  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  baptized  a  Presbyterian  in  February  1953. 

5.  An  agreement  by  Massachusetts  Puritans  in  the  1660s,  stating  that  children 
of  baptized  church  members  were  considered  part  of  the  church,  but  that  “regen¬ 
eration”  was  required  for  full  membership. 

6.  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  Zimbabwe. 

7.  The  Brookings  Institution. 

8.  Ma  Anand  Sheela. 

9.  Dr.  Lowell  G.  Almen,  editor  of  the  Lutheran  Standard  magazine. 

10.  "Money,  Sex  and  Power,”  by  Richard  J.  Foster. 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
Of  The  Louisiana  Conference 


‘ God  lovethA  Cheerful  Giver.” II Corinthians  9: 


Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Still  Providing  Residences 


The  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  directed  by  Rev. 
James  Adams,  provides  residences  for  all 
Louisiana  retired  ministers  and  spouses, 
widows  and  widowers.  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood  highly  supports  the  ministry 
in  stating,  “No  other  Conference  can 
equal  ours  for  providing  housing  for  min¬ 
isters  who  are  in  the  Retired  Relation¬ 
ship.  Beginning  in  June,  1985,  we  have  a 
full-time  director  whose  responsibility  it 
is  to  obtain  additional  homes  and  in¬ 
crease  the  endowment  monies  so  that  we 
can  do  an  even  better  job  in  the  future.” 

Also  joining  the  organization  of  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  ministry  is  Mr. 
Lewis  Love,  the  New  Board  Chairman. 
Mr.  Love  has  been  a  member  of  the  the 
Retired  Ministers’  Home  Board  for  the 
past  10  years. 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 
will  be  available  to  give  advice  and  coun¬ 
sel  to  the  active  members  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  relative  to  procuring  a  house  as  an 
investment  and  a  possible  future  retire¬ 
ment  home.  They  will  also  be  available 
to  provide  council  to  all  lay  persons  and 
ministers  who  need  assistance  in  plan¬ 
ning  their  estates.  The  director.  Rev. 
James  Adams,  is  making  personal  con¬ 
tact  with  faithful  contributors  and  he  is 
available  for  pulpit  supply  and  special 
programs. 

Financial  support  is  needed  and  ap¬ 
preciated.  Funds  are  immediately  need¬ 
ed  for  current  office  expenses.  The 
ministry  wishes  to  increase  the  reserves 


Mr.  Lewis  Love,  the  new  board  chair¬ 
man. 

so  that  the  office  will  be  self  supporting. 

Bishop  Walter  Underwood  appreciates 
your  response  and  generosity  in  giving  to 
this  ministry,  “I  can  think  of  no  better 
way  to  secure  one's  own  earthly  immor¬ 
tality  than  by  giving  one’s  house  or  pro¬ 
viding  money  for  this  important  cause. 
Many  clergy  who  have  given  their  life  to 
the  ministry  of  Christ  have  no  place  to 
live  when  they  retire.  Inasmuch  as  the 
church  furnishes  housing  during  their  ac¬ 
tive  ministry,  it  becomes  an  added  bless¬ 
ing  if  that  can  be  done  in  retirement 
also.” 

The  Number  One  Job  of  the  Retired 
Ministers’  Homes  is  to  provide  residence 
for  Retired  Ministers,  Widows  and  Wid¬ 
owers.  Your  contributions  Do  make  this 
unique  ministry  possible.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  contact  Rev.  James  Adams, 
Executive  Director,  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board,  101  College  Boulevard, 
Pineville,  La.  71360,  phone  -  318-640- 
9594. 


Pendleton  Hospital  Dedicates 
‘Tree  Of  Life’  Sculpture 


Pictured  above  are  Rev.  Doug  Williams,  Chaplainn  and  Mr.  Terrel 
tive  director.  Methodist  Children's  Home. 


Shown  above,  Jeanne  Hite,  Auxiliary  President,  and  Lee  Lawrence,  President  of 
The  Methodist  Hospital. 


Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital,  New 
Orleans,  presided  by  Mr.  Lee  Lawrence, 
recently  dedicated  “The  Sheltering 
Oak,”  a  six  and  one-half  foot  bronze 
sculpture.  This  “Tree  of  Life,”  will  be 
used  to  recognize  donations  and  gifts  of 
remembrance  by  hospital  benefactors. 

The  original,  hand-carved  sculpture, 
which  hangs  in  the  hospital  lobby,  was 
cast  by  New  Jersey  sculptor  Sanford 
Werfel.  It  features  500  leaves  that  can  be 
engraved  with  the  names  of  donors  to 
the  Methodist  Health  System  Founda¬ 
tion.  Stones  at  the  base  of  the  Tree  of 
Life’  are  reserved  for  large  corporate 
and  private  donations. 

The  114,000  sculpture  was  given  to 
Methodist  Hospital  by  the  hospital  Auxil¬ 
iary  in  September.  Since  then,  more  than 
$30,000  has  been  contributed  by  24  dif¬ 
ferent  donors. 

“We  are  delighted  to  have  this  won¬ 
derful  addition  to  Methodist  Hospital,” 
notes  president  Lee  Lawrence.  “The 
‘Tree  of  Life’  is  a  unique  way  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  contributions  and  donations  of 
many  individuals  and  companies  that 
support  the  hospital.” 


The  donors  and  benefactors  to  date 
are: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Baker,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lee  Lawrence,  Friends  of  Betty 
Brown,  Valorie  Lichtblau’s  Family  and 
Friends,  Deborah  Daugherty’s  Family 
and  Friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
McHale,  Chaplain  and  Mrs.  Paul  G.  Dur¬ 
bin,  Martin  Marietta  Michoud  Aerospace 
employees,  East  New  Orleans  Rotary 
Club,  Marian  and  Bob  Eggerton,  Mrs.  L. 
W.  Massett,  Dr.  Fortenberry  and  Dr. 
Hurwitz,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Mulchin, 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Giraud,  New 
Orleans  East  Center  for  Psychotherapy, 
Mr.  Galser,  Friends  of  Jeffrey  Haston, 
Stanley  Roskind  M.D.,  Mrs.  Charles 
Heinz  (2  leaves),  Wayne  Julian  M.D.,  Dr. 
Icaprera,  The  Internal  Medicine  Group, 
Bob  and  Catherine  Persson,  Leotine  Jas- 
tram,  Mario  A.  Sanchez  M.D.,  Allie 
Steward  and  Word  of  Faith  Temple.  For 
more  information  on  the  sculpture  or  re¬ 
garding  Pendleton  Hospital,  contact  Mr. 
Lee  Lawrence,  President  of  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  5620  Read 
Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70127,  504-244- 
5100. 


Peoples  Community 
Center  Meets  Children’s  Needs 


We  learn  bow  to  color  at  Peoples  Community  Center. 


Peoples  Community  Center,  directed 
by  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr.,  had  its  be¬ 
ginning  in  July,  1922.  One  of  its  main  ob¬ 
jectives  was  to  offer  some  basics  of 
education  to  those  interested  in  continu¬ 
ing  their  learning  as  adults.  Basic  prepa¬ 
rations  of  adults  for  employment  in  the 
occupations  available  to  them  in  the 
community  was  a  most  important  Social 
Service. 

Peoples  Community  Center  provides 
service  for  children  eighteen  (18)  months 
through  five  (5)  years  of  age.  Peoples  of¬ 
fers  year  round  activities  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  which  consists  of  field  trips, 
picnics,  movies,  visits  to  zoos,  nature 
centers  and  museums,  etc.  This  broadens 
and  increases  the  horizons  of  knowledge 
and  awareness  of  the  children.  It  also  de¬ 
velops  the  children’s  cognitive  senses  to 
the  point  where  they  are  inquiring  and 
seeking  answers  to  a  world  that  some 
have  never  been  exposed  to. 

The  Community  Center  maintains  a 
physician  on  call,  two  visiting  nurses  and 
a  nurse's  assistant  on  staff.  Speech  and 
hearing  examinations  are  provided  by 
the  Louisiana  State  Health  Department. 
A  new  health  and  accident  coverage  pro¬ 
gram  has  recently  gone  into  effect  for 
all  the  children  enrolled  in  the  center. 
The  Community  Center  also  maintains  a 
trained  Social  Worker,  Teacher  Aides  to 
assist  the  teacher,  a  Child  Receptionist 
and  Cafeteria  Staff.  The  staff  is  profes¬ 
sionally  trained,  experienced,  dedicated, 
concerned  and  work  very  hard  to  meet 
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Rev.  Percell  Church,  Sr. 


the  needs  of  the  children  entrusted  in 
their  care.  Officers  of  the  organization 
are  elected  by  the  parents  of  the  children 
of  the  center  and  community  volunteers. 

Every  child  at  the  center  is  exposed  to 
the  language  arts  which  is  primarily 
done  through  storytelling,  games,  play 
and  listening  activities.  Math  and  sci¬ 
ence  experiences  are  a  regular  part  of 
the  daily  routine.  The  center  provides 
further  enrichment  experiences  in  fine 
arts,  drama,  music,  singing  and  dancing. 

The  major  purpose  of  this  ministry  is 
to  facilitate  the  educational  process  and 
provide  for  a  smooth  and  orderly  cli¬ 
mate  for  the  children  attending  Peoples 
Community  Center,  and  to  provide  an 
understanding  atmosphere  for  the  par¬ 
ents.  For  more  information  or  contribu¬ 
tions,  contact  Rev.  Percell  Church,  Sr. 
Superintendent,  Peoples  Community 
Center,  2019  Simon  Bolivar,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.  70113,  504-524-1041. 


DeVille,  Execu- 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Methodist  Children’s  Home  (MCH)  is  a 
multi-service  agency  serving  children 
and  families  without  regard  to  race,  reli¬ 
gion,  or  economic  status.  A  major  part  of 
the  agency’s  program  is  the  providing  of 
residential  care  for  as  many  as  58  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  who  are  unable  to  live 
with  their  own  families  due  to  a  variety 
of  reasons.  Children  in  the  residential 
program  are  offered  care  in  a  family¬ 
like  environment  while  special  attention 
is  given  to  their  educational,  emotional 
and  social  needs.  Families  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  participate  in  counseling  along 
with  their  children  so  that  the  child  and 
family  can  be  reunited  whenever  possi¬ 
ble. 

Besides  the  six  houses  that  are  part  of 
the  residential  program,  there  is  also  a 
reception  center  which  provides  care  to 
children  for  emergency  and  evaluation 
purposes.  This  special  unit  allows  MCH 
to  serve  a  wide  range  of  children  and 
youth  on  virtually  a  moment’s  notice.  A 
total  of  12  children  can  be  served  in  this 
facility  at  a  given  time. 

A  recently  completed  campus  educa¬ 
tional  center  is  operated  in  cooperation 
with  public  school  officials.  Most  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  entering  MCH  will  first 
attend  school  on  the  MCH  campus  before 
being  enrolled  in  public  school.  This  will 
assist  in  the  child's  adjustment  to  the  to¬ 
tal  program,  as  well  as  providing  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  remedial  work  to  be  done. 

Most  children  entering  MCH  have  spe¬ 
cial  educational  needs  because  their 
school  experience  has  been  disrupted  by 
their  personal  and  family  problems.  This 
new  facility  and  program  will  go  a  long 
way  toward  providing  the  best  possible 
environment  for  each  child. 

The  Family  Development  Program 
which  began  January  1, 1985  is  providing 
counseling  services  to  families  on  an 
outreach  basis.  In  the  first  six  months  of 
operation,  64  families  have  been  served 
on  a  sliding-scale  payment  schedule. 

This  program  is  to  be  expanded  in  1986 


Children  receive  assistance  in  studies. 

with  the  addition  of  another  family  ther¬ 
apist  to  the  department’s  staff. 

MCH  operates  a  foster  care  program 
for  children  who  no  longer  need  the  in¬ 
tensive  services  of  the  residential  pro¬ 
gram  and  whose  families  are  unable  to 
provide  for  them.  Part  of  this  program  is 
a  large  foster  home  in  Shreveport  which 
is  owned  and  operated  by  the  agency. 
MCH  also  provides  continuing  education¬ 
al  opportunities  in  college  or  vocational 
programs  for  those  youth  finishing  high 
school.  In  addition,  the  agency  assists  18 
year  olds  in  finding  employment  and 
housing  when  they  are  ready  to  leave  the 
agency’s  residential  program. 

Although  MCH  receives  payments 
from  the  state  of  Louisiana  for  serving 
state  placed  children,  a  majority  of  its 
income  is  privately  generated.  A  sub¬ 
stantial  portion  of  the  annual  budget  is 
based  upon  contributions  made  directly 
to  the  agency,  as  well  as  through  confer¬ 
ence  giving  channels  such  as  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering.  The  remainder  of 
the  annual  budget  is  financed  from  in¬ 
come  derived  through  invested  funds 
which  are  the  result  of  wills  and  be¬ 
quests  to  MCH.  For  more  information 
contact  Mr.  Terrel  DeVille,  Executive 
Director,  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
P-O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  La.  71273-0929, 
phone  -  (504)  255-5020. 


-  The  Methodist  Home  Of 
New  Orleans  Expands  Services 

I  1 


In  April  of  this  year,  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  expanded  its  ser¬ 
vices  to  include  infants.  Up  until  April, 
the  home  was  licensed  for  only  children 
ages  two  to  fourteen. 

This  expansion  has  required  adjust¬ 
ments  in  the  overall  program  of  The 
Home.  A  major  adjustment  has  been 
providing  the  necessary  space  and  equip¬ 
ment.  Several  churches  heard  about  our 
plans  and  sent  items  that  they  thought 
we  might  need.  One  church  held  a  baby 
shower  for  The  Home  which  was  a  great 
success. 

Another  area  of  adjustment  has  been 
in  staffing.  Besides  increasing  the  child 
development  staff  in  numbers,  it  also 
has  required  training  the  staff  and  regu¬ 
lating  schedules  for  best  fitting  the 
child’s  needs. 

In  late  July,  a  baby  just  ten  days  old 
was  brought  into  The  Home.  He  had  been 
born  to  a  teenage  mother  with  no  place 
to  go  and  care  for  the  child.  A  child  at 
this  age  is  totally  dependent  on  adults 
for  his  or  her  needs.  The  baby  did  very 
well.  He  grew  to  smile  and  play,  to  coo 
and  laugh  as  the  staff  interacted  with 
him.  Today  he  is  in  a  foster  home  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  day  he  can  go  home  to  his  nat¬ 
ural  mother.  In  the  meantime  we 
provided  him  with  all  his  needs.  Psychol¬ 
ogists  tell  us  that  meeting  a  baby’s  needs 
in  the  first  year  of  life  is  crucial  to  build¬ 
ing  trust  in  a  child.  We  hope  that  our 
short  time  with  this  child  and  others  will 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 


help  them  develop  a  good  foundation  of 
trust  that  they  may  use  in  later  life. 

In  addition  to  this  child,  we  have  aver¬ 
aged  two  children  a  week  in  the  nursery. 
One  time  there  were  as  many  as  five 
children  in  the  nursery.  These,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  300  other  children  the  Method¬ 
ist  Home  has  served  this  year,  have 
received  the  benefit  of  a  safe  place  away 
from  the  storm  of  life. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  a  part  of  the 
continuing  ministries  of  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans,  please  feel  free  to 
contact  them  at  504-895-7709  or  write  P.O. 
Box  15109,  Station  B,  New  Orleans,  La. 
70175. 

Jim  Akins, 

Administrator  of  Child  Care 


Lafon  Home  Provides  Restorative  Nursing 


The  New  Lafon  Home,  administrated 
by  Mr.  Edward  J.  Lang,  has  added  an¬ 
other  specialty  area  of  nursing  care  in 
addition  to  the  Education  Department. 
The  specialty  area  is  Restorative  Nurs¬ 
ing. 

Restorative  Nursing  is  an  active  and 
dynamic  program  which  enables  an  ill  or 
disabled  person  to  achieve  the  greatest 
possible  efficiency  in  his/her  physical, 
emotional,  social,  and  economic  func¬ 
tions. 

The  object  of  Restorative  Nursing  is  to 
achieve  optimal  functioning  by  the  use 
of  an  individualized  approach. 

Restorative  Nursing  is  a  creative  pro¬ 
cess  requiring  a  team  of  persons  work¬ 
ing  together  and  contributing  specialized 
services  that  may  be  required  to  assist 
the  patient  to  become  as  functional  as 
possible.  In  group  sessions  the  nursing 
team  evaluates  the  patient’s  progress  and 
makes  necessary  program  changes. 

Restorative  Nursing  Functions: 

1.  Develop  a  plan  of  care  based  upon 
nursing  assessment  of  patient  needs. 

2.  Provide  direct  nursing  care  services 
that  will  maintain  optimum  physical  and 
mental  health  for  the  patient  and  will 
meet  his  medical  treatment  needs. 

3.  Apply  nursing  measures  that  pre¬ 
vent  crippling  and  ensure  the  safety  and 


Daily  Exercise  classes  are  given  at 
Lafon  Home. 

comfort  of  the  patient  in  his  environ¬ 
ment. 

4.  Establish  a  sustained  supporting  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  patient. 

5.  Participate  in  the  retraining  of  the 
patient  in  self-care  activities. 

6.  Provide  health  teaching  and  train¬ 
ing  that  will  meet  the  needs  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  patient  and  his  family. 

7.  Record  and  report  nursing  observa¬ 
tions  of  the  patient’s  condition,  progress 
and  personal  needs,  and  the  action  taken 
to  meet  the  patient’s  nursing  needs. 

8.  Evaluate  the  nursing  care  in  terms 
of  the  overall  goals  in  the  patient’s  care. 

Restorative  Nursing  is  an  integral 
part  of  nursing  service  at  the  New  Lafon 
Home. 
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‘Coat  Hangers  In  Wichita’ 


The  clothes  hangers  in  hotel  rooms 
are  a  major  inconvenience.  In  the 
past  the  guests  stole  so  many  that 
now  the  hangers  are  permanently  at¬ 
tached  to  the  rod. 

Last  week  I  was  in  Wichita,  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  the  clothes  hangers  were  a 
special  bother.  They  are  made  so  the 
lower  part  can  be  passed  through  a 
special  notch.  You  can  then  attach 
your  coat  or  slacks  and  hang  it  back 
on  the  rod,  but  last  week  I  could  not 
get  the  hanger  to  pass  through  the 
notch.  The  “whole  gizmo”  had  been 
bent  or  dented  so  that  it  would  not 
work  properly.  Each  morning  and 
each  evening  I  spent  an  inordinate 
amount  of  time  in  just  trying  to  hang 
up  my  clothes. 

That’s  the  way  life  is.  When  it 
works,  it’s  wonderful.  When  it  doesn’t 
work  properly,  it’s  terrible.  We  can 
handle  even  the  tough  times  if  our 


lives  are  working  right.  If  we  are 
spiritually,  emotionally,  and  mentally 
healthy,  we  can  manage  the  crises; 
but  if  our  spirits  or  minds  are  bent, 
dented,  or  cluttered,  nothing  goes 
right. 

If  I  were  the  hotel  manager  I  would 
see  to  it  that  maintenance  repaired 
those  clothes  hangers  so  that  it 
worked  correctly,  and  I  must  remem¬ 
ber  to  keep  my  mind,  heart  and  soul, 
and  my  spiritual  self  as  strong  and 
healthy  as  possible.  Then  when  I  face 
a  grief,  sorrow,  defeat,  or  disappoint¬ 
ment,  my  life  possesses  the  strength 
and  sustenance  that  I  need. 

I  am  thankful  for  those  broken 
hangers  in  Wichita.  They  will  be  a 
constant  reminder  to  me  that  I  need 
to  keep  my  life  in  good  working  order. 


First  Church  Leesville 
Celebrates  85th  Anniversary 


Sunday,  October  27,  was  an  important  day  in  the  life  of  the  congregation  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Leesville.  They  celebrated  their  85th  anniversary 
with  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Neff  preaching.  Later  that  afternoon,  they  held  a  special 
service,  dedicating  the  parsonage. 

Pictured  above  from  left  to  right  are:  Mr.  H.  B.  Sartor  —  Chairman  of  the  original 
parsonage  committee  of  1973;  Rev.  Don  Risinger  —  Pastor  at  the  time  the  parsonage 
was  purchased  in  1973;  and  Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith  —  Lake  Charles  District  Superinten¬ 
dent. 


Member  at  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  Celebrates  Special  Birthday 


Charles  Craig,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  treasurer  for  50 
years,  celebrates  his  89th  birthday  with  the  help  of  FUMC  staff.  From  left  to  right 
are  Gilbert  Wade,  Associate  Pastor;  Walter  Brock,  Staff/Pastor  Parish  Chairman 
the  honoree;  and  Joe  McClain,  Senior  Pastor. 


Camphor  Memorial  UMC  Celebrates  Family  Night 


“We  All  Need  Family”  was  the  theme 
for  observance  of  family  night  at  Cam¬ 
phor  Memorial  UMC.  This  activity  was 
carried  out  by  the  committee  Louisiana 
Interfaith  Family  Life.  The  activity  in¬ 
cluded  devotion  led  by  Mrs.  Kay  Francis 
Thomas  and  music  by  the  Sanctuary 
Choir,  Mrs.  Katherine  Manadier  —  pia¬ 
nist,  and  Mrs.  Jannie  Cox,  Directress. 
The  purpose  was  given  by  Mrs.  Mae  Cal¬ 
vin.  Readings  were  presented  by  Mrs. 
Catherine  Blake  and  Ms.  Denise  Hygh 
from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern 


University. 

Rev.  Wilbur  Dais  was  the  speaker  for 
the  occasion.  A  high  emphasis  of  his  pre¬ 
sentation  included  persons  from  what  he 
called  his  family  at  home  and  his  world 
of  work,  who  were  gathered  at  the  altar 
as  he  spoke. 

One  week  previous  to  the  family  night 
program,  the  committee  gave  handouts 
to  the  congregation  with  suggestions  on 
activities  that  families  could  do  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  week  and  to  emphasize  the 
theme. 


National  Television  Program  Premieres 
In  January  Featuring  Magazine  Format 


Beginning  in  January  1986,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  through  its  communi¬ 
cations  facilities  in  Nashville,  will  pro¬ 
duce  and  distribute  a  series  of  one-half 
hour  television  programs.  The  weekly 
program  will  tell  the  story  of  people  put¬ 
ting  their  faith  into  action  in  their  daily 
lives.  These  will  be  everyday  people  with 
exciting  and  uplifting  stories  to  tell  and 
to  share  with  others. 

Co-hosts  for  this  new  series  will  be 
Hilly  Hicks  and  Emily  Simer.  Both  of 
these  television  personalities  have  been 
seen  on  many  occasions  over  the  ABC, 
CBS  and  NBC  networks.  Hilly  Hicks  is  an 


ordained  minister  and  graduate  of  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont.  Emily 
Simer  is  a  graduate  of  DePauw  and 
Rutgers  Universities  and  is  a  psychiatric 
social  worker.  Through  this  weekly  tele¬ 
vision  series  it  is  hoped  that  our  denomi¬ 
nation  will  become  more  visible  to  the 
general  public  as  it  seeks  to  show  people 
in  action  as  they  minister  to  one  another 
and  to  the  world.  Through  human-inter¬ 
est  stories,  local  church  programs,  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  events  and  mission 
emphasis,  the  general  public  and  United 
Methodists  will  see  the  faith  of  our 
church. 


As  a  part  of  a  national  campaign,  me¬ 
dia  kits  will  be  sent  to  local  congrega¬ 
tions  by  UMCom  in  November.  The 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  media  campaign  is 
designed  as  a  resource  for  the  local 
church  to  use  to  develop  visibility,  iden¬ 
tity  and  pride. 

Presently,  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  this  weekly  magazine-style 
show  to  be  aired  over  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network  (CBN),  the  Alter¬ 
nate  View  Network  (AVN),  the  Southern 
Baptist  Network  (ACTS)  and  the  Black 
Entertainment  Television  Network.  In 
addition  to  these  networks  carrying  this 


new  program,  "Catch  the  Spirit”  is  also 
available  via  satellite  without  cost.  The 
weekly  program  will  also  be  accessible 
to  Annual  Conferences  and  local 
churches  for  use  in  distributing  it  as  they 
would  like  to  local  cable  stations,  local 
broadcast  television  stations,  or  to  local 
churches  directly. 

"Catch  the  Spirit”  is  a  bold  new  idea 
for  Methodism.  It  can  help  Methodists 
everywhere  to  have  a  new  appreciation 
for  their  church,  as  well  as  provide  a  tool 
that  the  local  church  can  use  to  help  it 
tell  its  own  story. 


Dr.  Lea  Joyner  Estate 


Drew  Doctor  of  Ministry 


Hurricane  Relief  Offering 

The  Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  have  approved  the  receiving  of  a  special  offering  for  relief  of 
the  victims  of  Hurricane  Juan,  to  be  taken  on  Sunday,  December  1,  1985. 

Hurricane  Juan  has  been  described  as  having  produced  the  worst  losses 
from  flooding  of  any  hurricane  in  at  least  two  decades.  Some  of  our  church  and 
parsonage  properties  have  been  damaged  greatly  and  this  offering  will  give 
assistance  to  them  as  they  endeavor  to  recover. 

Please  send  your  offering  to  the  Office  of  Financial  Affairs,  527  N.  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802  reporting  on  the  “blue  sheet,”  line  *65. 


James  Barnette  his  certification  to 
pursue  the  candidacy  for  ministry 
studies. 

Mr.  Barnette  has  been  the  choral  and 
music  director  for  St.  Bernard  UMC 
7  years  and  has  made  his  decision  to  enter 
the  ministry  and  has  been  approved  by 
the  charge  conference  of  the  church. 

He  is  already  pursuing  enrollment  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  will  be¬ 
gin  in  the  fall  of  1986. 


New  Orleans-Houma  District 


Reelects  President  of  UMW 


Mrs.  Helen  Bailey  Johnson  was  re¬ 
elected  to  a  second  term  as  District 
President  of  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  of  the  New  Orleans-Houma  District  at 
their  eight  Annual  Meeting  at  Gretna 
United  Methodist  Church.  Over  one 
hundred  were  registered  for  this  Cen¬ 
tennial  celebration  as  they  "Celebrated 
Yesterday,  Today  and  Tomorrow.” 
Others  elected  to  serve  with  Mrs. 
Bailey  Johnson  were  Mrs.  Celine  T. 
Johnson,  Secretary;  Mrs.  Ruby  T. 
Knighten,  Coordinator  for  Christian  Per- 
sonhood;  Mrs.  Delores  Giles,  Coordinator 
for  Christian  Global  Concerns;  Mrs. 
Emmy  Lorusso,  Coordinator  for  Social 
Involvement;  Mrs.  Beatrice  McHugh, 
Public  Relations;  Mrs.  Helen  Galloway, 
Chairperson  of  Committee  on  Nomina¬ 
tions;  Mrs.  Velma  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Cyn¬ 


thia  Streams,  Sub-District  Chairpersons. 
Also  elected  to  the  Committee  on  Nomi¬ 
nations  were  Mrs.  Olga  Bagner,  Mrs. 
Cleo  Southall,  Mrs.  Joan  Songy,  Mrs. 
Thelma  Robinson  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Jack- 
son. 

Special  music  was  rendered  by  Mrs. 
Carrie  Lewis,  Mrs.  Stephanae  Carey  and 
Mrs.  Betsy  Wilhite.  Rev.  William  Blake¬ 
ly,  District  Superintendent,  was  one  of 
the  many  special  guests  attending.  Gold¬ 
en  Meadow  United  Methodist  Women  re¬ 
ceived  the  banner  for  traveling  the 
farther  distance  and  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Women  received  the  banner 
for  the  most  members  in  attendance. 

The  1986  Annual  District  Meeting  will 
be  at  the  Rayne  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans. 


Program  Underway 
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Presented  to  Southside  Church 


The  Rev.  Pete  Medak,  the  executor  of 
the  estate  of  Dr.  Lea  Joyner,  and  Donald 
Brown,  Attorney  and  Church  Lay  Lead¬ 
er,  presents  the  estate  to  Mr.  Robert 
Breithaupt,  Chairperson  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Southside  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  value  of  the  estate  is  $97,117.06 


plus  a  home  which  is  now  being  used  as  a 
Parsonage.  The  Administrative  Board 
voted  unanimously  to  place  $100,000.00 
of  the  cash  funds  in  a  trust  using  the 
monies  from  the  investment  to  buy  a 
parsonage  or  other  properties  needed  by 
the  Church. 


Candidates  in  Doctor  of  Ministry  program  listen  to  speaker. 


Some  eighteen  candidates  for  the  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Ministry  Degree  gathered  at  Camp 
Istrouma  for  the  second  of  their  meet¬ 
ings.  The  candidates  are  from  Louisiana. 
Texas,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Flori¬ 
da.  Leading  this  session  was  Dr.  David 


Graybeal  of  the  Drew  Theological 
School.  These  from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  are:  Tom  Logan,  W.  E.  Nolan, 
James  Jones,  Wayne  Evans,  Larry  Mad¬ 
den  and  Larry  Robertson. 


Community  Council  Award 
Goes  To  Centenary  College 


The  Community  Council  honored  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  for  its  160  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  state,  the  nation,  and  the 
community  during  the  Council’s  16th  an¬ 
nual  awards  luncheon  Thursday,  Novem¬ 
ber  14  at  the  Regency  Hotel. 

Centenary  College  President  Donald 
A.  Webb  received  the  Willie  C.  and  Paul 
Marvin  Brown  Jr.  Memorial  Award  on 
behalf  of  the  College.  The  internationally 
acclaimed  Centenary  College  Choir  was 
also  a  part  of  the  program. 

Receiving  the  Community  Services 


Award  was  a  Centenary  graduate,  Nan¬ 
cy  Alexander,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Caddo-Bossier  Day  Care  Association. 

Centenary  College  moved  to  Shreve¬ 
port  in  1906  from  its  original  campus  in 
Jackson,  La.  Since  that  time,  it  has  taken 
a  leading  role  as  a  "good  citizen." 

It  is  particularly  special  that  Centena¬ 
ry  will  be  presented  the  Willie  C.  and 
Paul  Marvin  Brown  Jr.  Memorial  Award 
because  of  the  Browns’  longtime  devo¬ 
tion  and  service  to  Centenary  College. 


Cokesbury  Bookstore  Now  Open 
At  Mount  Sequoyah 

The  Cokesbury  bookstore  at  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Retreat  center,  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah,  has  tripled  its  inventory  and  is 
now  open  daily  from  8  until  5  p.m.  Lo¬ 
cated  in  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  the 
store  not  only  is  serving  those  who  at¬ 
tend  events  on  the  mountain,  but  is  be¬ 
coming  a  vital  part  of  the  churches  in 
the  area.  Besides  the  latest  volumes,  the 
store  also  features  gifts  from  third  world 
countries  including  Bangladesh,  Sri  Lan¬ 
ka,  Haiti,  Ethiopia;  and  others. 


annual  homecoming  on  September  29 
was  the  impetus  for  having  the  sign  con¬ 
structed,  and  it  was  installed  before  the 
special  event  and  added  a  big  part  in  an¬ 
nouncing  the  occasion.  The  sign  was  de¬ 
signed  and  constructed  by  Margaret 
Edens,  pictured  above  with  the  pastor, 
Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys. 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 


Shown  above,  left  to  right,Pete  Medak,  Donald  Brown,  and  Robert  Breithanpt. 


Pictured  is  the  new  sign  recently 
erected  on  the  grounds  of  the  Springhill 
United  Methodist  Church.  Standing  on 
the  corner  of  a  busy  intersection,  it  is 
highly  visible  as  it  identifies  the  church, 
and  the  various  services  offered,  to  ev¬ 
eryone  traveling  the  main  thoroughfare 
through  Springhill.  One  of  the  special  at¬ 
tractions  of  the  sign  is  the  plaque  hang¬ 
ing  across  the  bottom,  which  is 
removable  and  can  be  replaced  with  ad¬ 
ditional  announcements  of  any  oncoming 
special  activity.  The  church’s  seventh 


New  Church  Sign  Erected 
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Editorials' 

World  peace  and  the  church  ‘summit’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Publicity  accompanying  the  political 
summit  meeting  this  week  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  is  likely  to  overshadow  the 
Christian  “summit  meeting”  also  being 
held  there  between  U.  S.  and  Soviet 
church  leaders  (see  UMR,  Nov.  15). 

But  the  church  leaders*  coming  together 
to  worship  and  pray  for  the  arms  control 
talks  between  President  Ronald  Reagan 
and  Soviet  leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev  re¬ 
flects  an  equally  important  agenda. 

The  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  head  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  alluded  to 
that  agenda  when  he  described  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  church  leaders’  meeting. 

““We  believe  that  a  dramatic  sign  of  our 
unity  in  Christ  across  the  walls  of  ideologi¬ 
cal  and  other  differences  may  serve  to  give 
hope  that  our  two  peoples  can  live  together 
in  peace,"  Dr.  Brouwer  said. 

We  agree.  It  would  be  tragic  if  a  nar¬ 
row,  albeit  needed,  focus  on  arms  con¬ 
trol  obscured  an  even  more  basic  need  if 
mutual  security  and  lasting  peace  are  to 
occur.  That  is  the  need  for  the  two  super¬ 
powers  to  overcome  the  misunderstand¬ 
ing  and  distrust  that  cause  each  to  see 
the  other  as  “‘the  enemy.” 

Face-to-face  talks  between  Mr.  Rea¬ 
gan  and  Mr.  Gorbachev  could  help,  of 
course.  Seeing  each  other  as  fellow  hu¬ 
man  beings  likely  will  have  a  moderat¬ 
ing  effect  on  their  rhetoric  and  actions, 
at  least  temporarily.  That  could  help  to 
slow  the  buildup  of  nuclear  weapons  and 
reduce  the  likelihood  of  a  nuclear  war. 

But  all-too-occasional  meetings  between 
top  U.  S.  and  Soviet  political  leaders,  how¬ 
ever  beneficial,  are  not  likely  to  produce 
long-term  understanding  and  trust 
By  contrast,  the  remarkable  U.  S.-So- 
viet  prayer  vigil,  while  a  first-time 
event,  is  in  one  respect  unexceptional.  It 
is  a  natural  extension  of  a  series  of  visits 


to  each  other’s  country  during  the  past 
30  years  by  U.  S.  and  Soviet  Christians. 

For  those  who  have  participated  in 
those  visits,  political  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  two  governments  have  be¬ 
come  secondary  to  a  common  faith  in  a 
God  who  ‘‘acts  in  human  history"— an 
expression  of  a  United  Methodist  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  Geneva  meeting. 

Hoping  for  such  commonality  in  the 
political  arena  may  seem  farfetched, 
especially  when  one  government  offi¬ 
cially  discredits  all  religion. 

It  is  not  farfetched,  however,  to  think 
that  more  deliberate  efforts  at  under¬ 
standing  and  cooperation  between  U.  S. 
and  Soviet  people,  perhaps  under  church 
auspices,  could  occur. 

Cultural  exchanges  and  joint  efforts  to 
help  the  world’s  poor  people,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  would  not  immediately  end  decades 
of  distrust  between  the  two  govern¬ 
ments.  But  they  could  significantly  re¬ 
duce  the  fear  and  suspicion  that  feed  a 
view  of  each  other  as  enemies. 

Such  practical  efforts  would  have  the 
added  benefit  of  demonstrating  the  bibli¬ 
cal  wisdom  that  loving  one's  enemies  is 
the  most  effective  way  to  turn  enemies 
into  friends. 

As  U.  S.  Christians,  we  should  com¬ 
mend  National  Council  of  Churches' 
leaders  and  Soviet  church  leaders  for 
their  recent  peace  witness  in  Geneva. 
We  should  bring  that  witness  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  others  and  hold  it  up  as  a  sign 
that  political  differences  can  and  should 
be  laid  aside  when  the  survival  of  the  hu¬ 
man  family  is  at  stake. 

The  church  “summit  meeting”  is  also  a 
needed  reminder  that  Christians  should 
continually  witness  to  the  “powers  that  be” 
that  God  intends  human  life  to  be  lived  in 
peace  and  that  God’s  grace  is  the  ultimate 
source  of  all  true  peace  and  security. 


Despite  our  political  persuasion., 
prayer  is  still  our  highest 
common  denominator/ 
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My  Witness 

Words  for  God  should  not  limit 


By  ANN  WILSNACK 

A  solo  car  trip  to  a  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  meeting  recently  gave  me  time 
to  think  and  pray. 

I  prayed  to  my  “Creator  God”— the 
energy  that  gave  and  gives  life  to  me 
and  all  that  lives.  Several  months  preg¬ 
nant,  I  am  deeply  aware  that  it  is  the 
"Creator  God”  who  is  forming  our  child. 
My  husband  and  I  are  but  vehicles  for 
this  child. 

Our  hymnals  and  liturgy  limit  God 
when  they  refer  to  "Him”  or  to  "God  the 
Father.”  The  "Mother  Goddess”  of  an 
earlier  time  was  also  limiting,  but  more 
intimate  than  the  “Father  God.” 

Mothers  provide  the  first  environment 


and  nurture  to  children  and  are  usually 
in  closest  contact  with  them  as  they 
grow.  Fathers  traditionally  provide  the 
seed,  material  support,  discipline  and 
leadership. 

Both  of  these  stereotypic  roles  are  im¬ 
portant.  Yet  their  personification  con¬ 
fines  our  limitless  Lord. 

The  commitment  to  use  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  gives  us  a  profound  opportunity  to 
unchain  our  God,  to  bring  the  Lord  into 
our  lives  as  intimately  as  the  child  in  the 
womb  is  surrounded  by  the  mother,  as 
profoundly  as  our  dependence  on  the  air 
we  breath,  as  well  as  the  safety  we  feel 
in  our  father’s  arms. 

Let  us  allow  God  into  our  lives  in  all  of 
Her/His  aspects:  father,  mother,  child, 


parent,  counselor,  creator,  sustainer  and 
friend. 

“In  the  beginning  was  the  word.” 

As  we  allow  our  words  to  evolve,  our 
relationship  with  our  Lord  God  will 
grow. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Ann  Wils- 
nack,  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  United 
Methodist  church  in  Helena,  Montana 
(Yellowstone  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 


Is  the  UMC  alienating  members  in  three  areas? 


Time  to  give  NCC  another  look? 


Anyone  who  believes  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  is  generally  unre¬ 
sponsive  to  "grassroots"  concerns  should 
take  another  look. 

The  NCC’s  role  in  bringing  together  U. 
S.  and  Soviet  church  leaders  in  Geneva  is 
just  one  sign  of  a  new  style  of  leadership 
that  appears  to  be  emerging  in  the  ecu¬ 
menical  agency  (see  preceding  editorial). 

That  "new  style"  includes  a  move¬ 
ment  away  from  the  rather  predictable 
advocacy  role  associated  with  past  NCC 
efforts  and  toward  more  restrained,  con¬ 
ciliatory  efforts. 

Besides  the  announcement  of  the  Ge¬ 
neva  prayer  vigil,  the  recent  NCC  gov¬ 
erning  board  meeting  offered  other 
instructive  examples  of  that  style. 

The  first  was  a  close  vote  not  to  endorse 
a  boycott  of  the  Campbell  Soup  Company. 
Several  member  denominations  and  relat¬ 
ed  agencies  have  already  voted  to  endorse 
a  boycott  of  Campbell  and  were  pressuring 
the  NCC  board  to  do  likewise. 

Instead,  the  board  acted  with  restraint. 
It  voted  to  continue  for  the  time  being  its 
mediator  role  in  the  labor  dispute.  Camp¬ 
bell  executives  thus  were  given  time  to 
honor  assurances  that  they  would  sign  an 
acceptable  agreement  with  vegetable 
growers  in  the  near  future. 

Second,  the  recommendations  of  a 
special  study  committee  reflected  a  “get 
tough”  approach  toward  violence  in  the 
media.  While  the  committee's  proposals 
steered  away  from  any  suggestion  of 
censorship,  they  showed  that  serious 
concern  about  media  violence  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  "religious  right." 

In  addition,  the  willingness  of  the  gov¬ 
erning  board  to  hold  its  meetings  outside 
the  agency’s  New  York  headquarters, 
while  not  new,  reflects  an  ongoing  effort 
to  listen  to  local  and  regional  concerns. 

These  examples  do  not  necessarily 
constitute  a  trend.  On  the  other  hand 
they  could  be  evidence  that  the  NCC’s 
new  leadership  means  what  it  says  about 
the  need  to  relate  more  positively  to  the 
churches’  "grassroots.” 

Such  actions  also  suggest  that  past  criti¬ 


cisms  have  been  heard.  Those  include  the 
concerns  of  critics  and  supporters  who 
have  worked  to  make  the  agency  more  ac¬ 
countable  to  its  member  denominations. 
That  effort  resulted  in  a  restructuring  of 
the  council  that  makes  its  parts  more  ac¬ 
countable  to  denominational  representa¬ 
tives  on  the  governing  board. 

If  you  are  among  those  who  have  ste¬ 
reotyped  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  as  an  extremist  agency  that  is 
insensitive  to  the  '“grassroots,”  look 
again.  The  NCC  is  responding  to  a  broad- 
base  of  Christian  concern  and  providing 
a  means  of  cooperation  among  Chris¬ 
tians  that  otherwise  would  not  exist. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  WALTER  W.  BENJAMIN 

Economists  speak  of  "mature”  indus¬ 
tries  such  as  steel,  textiles  and  coal  as 
those  whose  growth  curve  flattens  then 
declines  because  of  market  erosion.  Such 
industries  have  lost  their  historic  market. 

Is  the  United  Methodist  Church,  with 
the  loss  of  a  million  members  in  the  past 
decade,  a  “mature”  church?  Is  there  any 
way  of  reversing  this  trend?  Can  we 
keep  the  members  we  have,  yet  appeal 
to  potential  new  constituencies? 

Let  me  suggest  three  areas— the  mili¬ 
tary,  business,  and  family— where  our 
pronouncements  and  orientation,  overt 
or  covert,  may  be  alienating  some  of  our 
present  members  as  well  as  repelling 
potential  ones. 

1.  Let  us  affirm  the  military. 

In  the  Spring  of  1984,  I  was  shocked 
when  our  General  Conference  declared 
that  the  military  draft  “both  in  peace 
time  and  in  war  time  is  contrary  to  the 
Gospel.”  This  thoughtless  and  gratuitous 
statement  was  a  slap  in  the  face  to  30 
million  men  and  women  who  had  served 
honorably  in  World  War  II,  the  Korean 
and  Vietnam  Wars. 

It  was  doubly  offensive  in  that  it  came 
30  days  before  President  Reagan  joined 
with  other  leaders  of  the  Western  democra¬ 
cies  in  Normandy  to  commemorate  the 
40th  anniversary  of  the  successful  invasion 
of  the  Third  Reich.  Where  are  Methodist 
historical  memories? 

Anti-militarism  is  chic 

Kneejerk  anti-militarism  is  chic  in 
church  circles.  A  general  yearning  for 
peace  overflows  into  a  general  contempt 
for  all  things  military.  What  could  be 


more  logical,  more  righteous,  more  self- 
gratifying?  We  should  be  aware  that  to 
demean  the  military,  increasingly  com¬ 
prised  of  black,  brown,  and  poor  ethnic 
soldiers,  may  be  a  subtle  form  of  racism. 

"Peace  With  Justice”  is  a  slogan  ad 
nauseam  in  our  so¬ 
cial  pronounce¬ 
ments.  Fine.  But  why 
no  mention  of  free¬ 
dom?  Moreover, 

“peace”  often  seems 
equated  with  crypto- 
pacifism,  non-regis¬ 
tration  for  the  draft, 
and  a  blanket  con-  Walter  Benjamin 
demnation  of  all  defense  expenditures. 
Rest  assured  there  is  a  price  in  member¬ 
ship  to  be  paid  if  our  church  goes  one 
way  while  the  country  goes  another  with 
“Yeager.” 

Superiority  is  no  virtue 

If  some  military  force  is  a  political 
necessity  for  defense  or  for  liberation 
from  oppressors,  then  there  is  no  virtue 
in  glib  superiority  toward  those  who 
bear  arms.  Soldiers  as  well  as  saints 
have  been  peacemakers:  The  world,  as 
Martin  Luther  King  said,  cannot  be  ruled 
by  a  crucifix. 

Our  church  should  not  speak  as  a 
"Christ  versus  culture”  sect.  We  are  not 
Amish  or  Moravians.  We  must  honor  our 
sons  and  daughters  who  serve  responsi¬ 
bly  in  the  defense  of  the  free  world. 

2.  Let  us  affirm  the  business  profes¬ 
sion. 

Since  beginning  the  teaching  of  busi¬ 
ness  ethics  two  years  ago,  I  have  discov¬ 
ered  that  many  erf  our  members  in  business 


feel  misunderstood  or  maligned  by  their 
clergy.  Sometimes  we  convey  the  sense 
that  business  is  unclean. 

“How  can  you  teach  business  ethics?” 
several  of  my  clergy  friends  have  re¬ 
marked,  “Everyone  knows  there  is  no 
ethics  in  business?”  It  was  said  with  a 
smile  but  there  was  grit  and  moral  elit¬ 
ism  in  the  comment. 

Sermons  may  be  thoughtless 

Sermon  illustrations  may  be  used 
thoughtlessly  and  with  negative  implica¬ 
tions  concerning  banks,  multinational 
corporations,  profits,  Wall  Street,  real 
estate  and  used  car  sales. 

“Several  times  I  have  asked  my  pastor 
to  spend  the  day  with  me  so  he  might  un¬ 
derstand  my  world,”  commented  a  young 
business  manager,  “but  each  time  he  begs 
off,  saying  he  is  too  busy."  If  there  were  in¬ 
ternships  in  business,  more  pastors  would 
understand  the  moral  dilemmas  of  the  cor¬ 
porate/financial  world. 

I  cannot  remember  any  occasion  when 
capitalism  was  viewed  positively  in 
seminary.  Yet,  our  business  members,  as 
shown  by  Peters  and  Waterman’s  best 
seller,  “The  Search  For  Excellence,”  are 
proud  of  our  dynamic  economy. 

They  know  it  has  created  20  million 
new  jobs  in  the  past  20  years  while  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  Common  Market  coun¬ 
tries  has  been  static.  They  are  convinced 
that  capitalism,  whatever  its  faults,  is 
the  most  bountiful  and  efficient  creator 
of  goods  known  to  man.  1 

The  heroes  we  hold  before  the  congrega¬ 
tion  are  often  from  our  fraternity— Sister 
Teresa,  Thomas  Merton,  Martin  Luther 
King.  It  does  not  occur  to  us  that  those  in 
business  have  heroes  in  their  own  right— 
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To  the  Editor 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  enjoy  reading  the  Reporter. 

I  was  somewhat  amused  by  the  con¬ 
junction  of  two  recent  articles.  One  com¬ 
plained  about  churches  that  do  not 
ordain  women.  The  second  one,  by  a 
United  Methodist  historian,  referred  to 
Methodism’s  “lay  preachers  who  accept¬ 
ed  Wesley’s  canonically  irregular  (one 
might  also  say  invalid)  ordinations  and 
established  a  cadet  branch  of  Anglican¬ 
ism  in  this  country”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  1). 

Why  should  a  church  whose  holy  orders 
of  bishops,  priests  and  deacons  are  in  a  di¬ 
rect  line  from  the  church  of  the  apostolic 
age— and  who  outnumber  liberal  Ameri¬ 
can  Protestants  overwhelmingly— be  con¬ 
cerned  about  ideas  of  ministry  coming 
from  a  "cadet  branch”  whose  ministry  is 
not  recognized  by  them? 

I  would  include  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  the  Orthodox  Church,  and  the 
great  majority  of  churches  of  the  Angli¬ 
can  Communion,  including  the  mother 
Church  of  England,  which  do  not  ordain 
women. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  much 
to  offer  in  ecumenical  conversations,  but 
surely  to  criticize  the  priestly  ministry  of 
the  churches  that  stand  in  the  apostolic 
succession  is  not  one  of  them. 

John  A.  Anderson 

Festus,  Missouri 

Many  others  helped 

To  the  Editor: 

Relative  to  the  Oct.  11  article  head¬ 
lined,  “Minnesota  vision  gives  sight  in  Si¬ 
erra  Leone,"  I  would  like  to  add  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  contribution 
made  by  the  Central  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Milbank,  South  Dakota. 

Five  laymen,  and  eventually  the  pas¬ 
tor,  volunteered  — at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense— to  get  the  eye  clinic  started  and 
literally  placed  block  upon  block  in  rais¬ 
ing  the  walls.  They,  along  with  subse¬ 
quent  volunteers  from  North  Dakota, 
Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Kansas  were  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  construction  of  the  fa¬ 
cility  over  a  three  year  period. 

Many  churches,  Sunday  Schools,  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  service  groups  have 
made  the  gift  of  sight  a  reality  through 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  our 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Lowell  A.  Gess 

Alexandria,  Minnesota 

Phrase  is  tacky 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Oct.  25  editorial  concerning  the 
use  of  the  phrase  "Catch  the  Spirit”  as  a 
promotional  tool  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  communications  agency  was 
exactly  on  target. 

I  think  that  phrase  is  both  tacky  and 
repulsive.  It  sounds  more  like  an  exhor¬ 
tation  to  latch  on  to  alcoholism  than  a 
promotion  of  our  great  and  troubled 
church. 

The  use  of  such  a  phrase  is  employing 
tactics  of  a  trendy  and  image-conscious 
society  that  I  think  is  not  in  the  "spirit” 
of  the  church,  nor  is  it  becoming  of  an 
agency  that  we  entrust  to  tell  the  world 
what  we  have  to  offer. 

We  can  lay  no  claim  on  the  Holy  Spir- 
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it,  since  that  is  God’s  department,  over 
which  we  have  no  control.  Therefore,  the 
phrase  is  misleading,  and  tends  to  give 
us  the  image  of  a  company  that  is  com¬ 
peting  against  others  for  all  the  profit 
we  can  get. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  should 
not  be  treated  as  a  brand  name.  I  would 
rather  we  folded  completely  than  to 
have  to  take  on  this  method  of  promo¬ 
tion. 

I  agree  that  our  best  promotion  comes 
when  we  live  for  God  and  say  to  our 
neighbors:  "If  your  heart  is  as  my  heart, 
then  give  me  your  hand.” 

Bradley  H.  Scott 
Emory,  Virginia 
Boycott  will  hurt 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Nov.  1  issue  of  the  Reporter 
there  was  an  article  about  the  approval 
of  the  boycotting  of  Campbell  Soup  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  other  companies  it  owns. 

Do  you  realize  there  are  approximate¬ 
ly  45,000  people  employed  by  Campbell 
whose  jobs  may  be  jeopardized  com¬ 
pared  to  about  two  hundred  Farm  Labor 
Organizing  Committee  people? 

I  am  a  member  of  a  very  small  United 
Methodist  Church  and  there  are  five 
families  in  the  church  who  could  be  hurt 
by  this  boycott. 

I  think  the  church  would  be  better  to 
run  the  church  and  not  hurt  their  mem¬ 
bers  and  let  Campbell  run  its  business. 

Charles  H.  Evans,  Jr. 

Elve^son,  Pennsylvania 
What  a  ‘bold’  response 
To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  dying. 
After  20  consecutive  years  of  member¬ 
ship  losses,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
leadership  responds  boldly— boycott  to¬ 
mato  soup.  r.  David  Wahlfeld 

Williams.  Arizona 
I  still  harbor  hope 
To  the  Editor: 

That  a  resolution  brought  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  expressing  concern  over  sup¬ 
pression  of  freedoms  in  Nicaragua  was 
soundly  defeated,  points  once  again  to 
the  board’s  selectivity  in  its  protests 
against  human  rights  violations  (see 
UMR,  Nov  1). 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  her  valiant  efforts  to  bring 


‘public’’  anymore.  Local  control  has 
been  diminished  by  federal  regulation, 
militant  teachers’  unions,  special  advo¬ 
cacy  groups,  and  state  department  of 
education  mandates. 

Parental  powerlessness  is  widely  felt. 
Family  nurtured  values  on  discipline, 
chastity,  patriotism,  dress,  respect,  and 
lifestyle  are  left  unsupported  or  ignored. 
A  plea  for  prayer  in  school  is  simply  and 
symbolically  an  attempt  to  regain  an 
educational  tone  that  is  gone. 

Parents  are  dumbfounded  that  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  teenage  privacy  regarding 
birth  control  and  abortion  enjoy  First 
Amendment  protection  while  second  grad¬ 
ers  involved  in  carols  and  creches  are  said 
to  violate  First  Amendment  values. 

When  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
passed  a  resolution  urging  the  advertis¬ 
ing  of  contraceptives  on  television,  many 
United  Methodists  saw  this  as  an  affront 
to  their  family  values.  Everyone  agrees 
that  teenage  pregnancies  are  a  major 
problem.  Many  Methodists  hold, 
however,  that  we  should  not  go  with  the 
cultural  flow,  but  accept  the  challenge  of 
moral  and  cultural  renewal. 

“We  are  misfocused” 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Arkansas  area) 
has  stated  that  “we  do  not  reproduce 
(e.g.  increase  our  membership)  because 
we  are  misfocused.”  Perhaps  with  our 
penchant  for  political  pronouncements 
on  such  macro  issues  as  the  Law  of  the 
Sea  Treaty,  Divestment  in  South  Africa, 
and  Nicaragua,  we  overlook  the  micro 
existential  and  personal  issues  trauma¬ 
tizing  our  members. 

The  “religious  right”  has  appeal  be¬ 
cause  it  demands  that  our  institutions 


an  element  of  reason  and  fairness  to  the 
board. 

I  still  harbor  the  hope  that  someday 
the  Reporter  will  track  down  one  small 
statement  by  someone  in  the  official 
United  Methodist  Church  which  will  say 
something  good  about  the  government  of 
our  United  States  of  America. 

Barbara  Driver 
Quenemo,  Kansas 

Tell  whole  story 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Soule  should  have  told  the  whole 
story  of  Cuba’s  revolution  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  25).  Part  of  it  is  that: 

1.  Approximately  one-third  of  Cuba’s 
school  curriculum  is  political,  teaching 
hatred  of  the  United  States  and  extolling 
the  communist  dictatorship. 

2.  There  is  no  college  schooling  avail¬ 
able  to  those  who  do  not  strongly  support 
the  dictatorship. 

3.  People  cannot  gather  in  homes  or 
publicly  without  government  approval. 

4.  Compulsory  military  training  be¬ 
gins  in  grade  school. 

5.  There  is  no  true  freedom  of  religion 
nor  freedom  to  disagree. 

6.  Most  of  the  so-called  doctors  are 
trained  no  more  than  our  medical  in- 

terns-  Wm.  Darien  Duncan 

Vero  Beach,  Florida 

Key  to  renewal  offered 

To  the  Editor: 

I  recall  hearing  a  representative  of 
one  of  our  seminaries  tell  of  visiting 
many  churches  and  listening  to  many 
sermons  all  across  the  land.  His  com¬ 
ment:  “Too  many  of  our  ministers  are 
answering  questions  that  no  one  is  ask¬ 
ing!” 

Here  is  one  big  factor  in  our  continu¬ 
ing  membership  decline.  Another  is  the 
lack  of  warmth  and  excitement  in  our 
worship  services. 

Our  television  screen  shows  us  wor¬ 
ship  services  that  are  alive  and  excit¬ 
ing -yet  intellectually  sterile.  Why  must 
we  settle  for  one  or  the  other? 

In  my  opinion  the  key  to  renewal  in 
our  church  is  recapturing  the  warmth 
and  excitement  of  the  more  conservative 
churches  and  uniting  it  with  the  intellec¬ 
tual  freedom  which  is  at  the  heart  of  our 
United  Methodist  faith. 

Roderick  McDonald 
Coon  Rapids,  Minnesota 


Lee  Iacocca,  Ray  Kroc,  Thomas  Watson,  positively  serve  families.  It  is  not  senti 
J.  C.  Penney,  Steve  Jobs. 

Because  of  the  separation  of  church  and 
state,  churches,  like  businesses,  must  live 
by  their  markets.  Both  must  “root  hog  or 
die.”  The  fact  that  both  clergy  and  business 
persons  are  necessarily  entrepreneural, 
should  be  the  basis  of  their  understanding 
of  each  other’s  world. 

3.  Let  us  affirm  family  rights,  tradi¬ 
tions,  and  integrity. 

For  the  past  25  years  middle  America 
has  experienced  a  massive  loss  of  fam¬ 
ily,  educational,  and  neighborhood  con¬ 
trol.  Few  of  us  understand  this  cultural 
shift  and  its  consequent  personal  and 
family  anguish  that  is  the  seed  bed  of  the 
evangelical  and  “religious  right.” 

We  may  miss  trends 

Fundamentalist  bombast  may  cause 
us  to  miss  the  perverse  cultural  trends 
which  they  clearly  see.  We  need  to  de- 
mythologize  “secular  humanism”  and 
“Godless  education.”  The  state,  media, 
and  forces  of  secularism  have  shattered 
a  valued  cultural  cosmos  of  millions  of 
Americans.  Many  have  lost  “their 
world”  and  are  angry. 

Public  education,  for  example,  is  not 


mental  with  the  criminal,  it  attacks  our 
cultural  moral  drift,  it  criticizes  Ameri¬ 
ca  out  of  love  not  guilt,  it  knows  that 
pornography  debases,  and  that  a  “feel 
good”  morality  is  no  morality. 

The  "religious  right”  does  not  see  all 
that  is  wrong  with  America.  But  it 
should  not  be  ridiculed  for  the  evil  it 
does  see. 

As  United  Methodists  we  have  an  hon¬ 
orable  history.  We  can  help  insure  our 
future  by  affirming  those  who  honorably 
serve  our  military,  ethically  conduct 
their  business,  and  desire  that  family 
rights  be  strengthened. 

“ Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  This  week's  contributor.  Walter 
W.  Benjamin,  is  a  member  of  Centennial 
UMC  in  Roseville,  Minnesota  (Minneso¬ 
ta  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 
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Nuclear  disarmament 
statement  by  bishops 
awaits  further 


study 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

WICHITA,  Kan.— United  Methodism’s 
60  active  bishops  adopted  the  first  draft 
of  a  pastoral  letter  last  week  calling  for  all 
nations  to  dismantle  nuclear  weapons. 

But  the  five-page  message,  titled  “In 
Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis 
and  a  Just  Peace,”  won’t  be  sent  to  local 
churches  before  next  spring. 

And  the  letter  United  Methodists  will 
eventually  hear  read  from  pulpits  may  have 
little  resemblance  to  what  the  Council  of 
Bishops  adopted  Nov.  14.  The  bishops 
may  radically  change  the  1,500-word 
document  during  the  next  six  months. 

The  bishops  will  study  the  draft— 
along  with  an  81-page  study  document 
detailing  the  reasoning  for  the  pastoral 
position— through  Feb.  10. 

A  committee  will  incorporate  amend¬ 
ments  to  both  texts  into  final  drafts  to  be 
considered  at  the  next  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  April  27-May  2  in  Morristown, 
N.J. 

Consensus  claimed 

“This  (first-draft)  pastoral  letter 
comes  with  the  full  weight  of  council 
consensus,"  said  Bishop  C.  Dale  White 
(New  York  Area),  co-chairman  of  the 
drafting  committee.  “We  have  decided 
on  the  basic  ideas. 

"But  that  doesn’t  mean  it  may  not 
come  back  in  a  radically  different  form.” 

Each  bishop  may  use  whatever  meth¬ 
od  he  or  she  chooses  to  examine  the  doc¬ 
ument,  said  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  Jr. 
(Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area),  the  committee’s 
other  co-chairman.  That  includes  shar¬ 
ing  the  letter  with  advisory  councils, 
seminary  professors,  scientists,  public 
officials  or  other  groups. 

Suggested  amendments  should  reflect 
“material  needed  for  clarification  or 
data  that  needs  to  be  added  that  reflects 
more  effectively  the  opinion  of  the  bish¬ 
op,”  Bishop  Minnick  said. 

“This  pastoral  letter  and  foundation 
document  are  not  statements  designed  to 
reflect  the  consensus  of  the  church  at 
large,”  he  said.  “They  are  pastoral  and 
prophetic  words  from  the  council  to  the 
church.” 

Responses  welcomed 

But,  Bishop  White  said,  the  committee 
would  welcome  responses  from  the  public. 

In  the  first  draft  the  bishops  say  they 
feel  "impelled  to  say  a  clear  and  uncon¬ 
ditional  ‘NO’  to  nuclear  war  and  to  any 
use  of  nuclear  weapons.” 

“Moreover,”  the  draft  says,  “we  have 
concluded  that  nuclear  deterrence  has 
become  a  position  which  cannot  receive 
the  churches’  blessing." 

The  draft  calls  upon  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  join  the  bishops  in  “a  new  covenant 
of  prayer,  study  and  action  for  peace.” 

"The  creation  itself  is  under  attack,” 
the  statement  says.  “God’s  sovereignty  is 
denied.  The  most  blasphemous  evils  are 
committed  and  prepared  by  the  policies 
of  governments.” 

The  United  Methodist  Social  Princples 
"affirm  that  ‘the  first  moral  duty  of  all 
nations  is  to  resolve  by  peaceful  means 
every  dispute  that  arises  between  or 
among  them,’  ’’  the  draft  says. 

As  steps  to  such  peaceful  resolutions, 
the  letter  advocates  a  comprehensive 
ban  on  testing  nuclear  weapons,  a  nucle¬ 
ar  freeze,  mutually  verifiable  disman¬ 
tling  of  nuclear  weapons  by  all  nations 
and  no  space  weapons. 

No  nation  can  have  unilateral  securi¬ 
ty  in  the  nuclear  age,  the  draft  says. 
Consequently,  the  statement  puts  no  confi¬ 
dence  in  defenses  against  nuclear  attack. 

Costs  prove  troubling 

"We  are  greatly  troubled  by  the  enor¬ 
mous  costs  of  trying  to  develop  them," 
the  document  says. 

The  money  each  nation  pouis  into 
weapons  could  be  used  instead  to  help 
the  poor,  the  draft  indicates.  That  makes 
world  peace  a  social-justice  issue  as  well 
as  a  spiritual  issue. 


The  document  notes  that  other  Protes¬ 
tant  churches,  the  National  Conference 
of  Catholic  Bishops  and  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  are  also  working  for 
peace  and  disarmament. 

The  draft  letter  adopted  last  week  re¬ 
flects  extensive  editing.  The  original  docu¬ 
ment  the  bishops  considered  was  14  pages. 

The  drafting  panel  incorporated  mate¬ 
rial  removed  from  the  originally  proposed 
text  into  a  14-page  summary  introduction 
for  the  accompanying  study  document. 

Not  everyone  is  pleased 

Even  though  the  majority  of  bishops 
applauded  the  revised  draft,  the  changes 
did  not  please  all  episcopal  leaders. 

"I  still  have,  great  reservations  about 
whether  what  we  have  entitled  a  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  is  indeed  a  pastoral  letter,” 
said  Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Michigan 
Area).  “I  feel  it  does  not  yet  have  the 
sound  of  a  Christian  call  to  stir  our  peo¬ 
ple  to  study  what  we  have  to  offer.” 

Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  (Zimbabwe 
Area)  said  he  was  “uneasy”  that  the  doc¬ 
ument  did  not  contain  any  references  to 
scriptural  texts. 

Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  (Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  Area)  said  he  wanted  to  defer  re¬ 
lease  of  the  draft  until  after  the  council 
had  made  all  revisions  in  the  accompa¬ 
nying  study  document. 

“The  pastoral  implies  completion,”  he 
said.  “It  will  be  seen  as  the  final  word  by 
anyone  who  reads  it.  It  can’t  be  sent  out 
twice.” 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  (Minnesota 
Area)  agreed  that  not  all  statements  in 
the  draft  were  put  the  way  he  would  like. 
He  said  he  even  took  exception  to  some 
passages. 

But  the  “transcendent  importance”  of 
nuclear  disarmament  made  the  immedi¬ 
ate  release  of  the  position  paper  neces¬ 
sary,  he  said. 


Rural  crisis 
proves  value 
of  ecumenism 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
WICHITA,  Kan  — The  current  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  facing  American  agricul 
ture  provides  an  opportunity  to  make 
the  ecumenical  movement  mean  some¬ 
thing  in  local  churches. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklaho¬ 
ma  Area)  made  that  observation  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  Nov.  13. 

Bishop  Hardt’s  remarks  followed  a 
full  afternoon  of  discussions  about  ecu¬ 
menical  issues.  Those  involved  the 
United  Methodist  response  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  “Baptism,  Eucha¬ 
rist  and  Ministry”  statement  and  two 
documents  from  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (see  related  story). 

Before  the  farm  crisis,  Bishop  Hardt 
said,  ecumenical  cooperation  meant 
little  to  members  of  local  churches  in 
Oklahoma. 

But  assistance  provided  by  the  state 
council  of  churches  has  shown  that  de 
nominations  can  work  together  to  do 
something  important  and  concrete. 

Few  recognize  the  opportunity  that 
this  time  of  crisis  presents”  to  put  a 
new  face  on  the  ecumenical  movement. 
Bishop  Hardt  said.  “Things  like  these 
put  the  economic  movement  where  the 
people  are,"  he  said. 

The  churches  of  Oklahoma  have 
joined  forces  to  meet  spiritual  and  ma¬ 
terial  needs  of  people  facing  losses  of 
jobs  and  property,  he  said. 

The  state  council  has  established  a 
crisis  “hotline,”  Bishop  Hardt  said. 
People  facing  economic  problems— 
some  contemplating  suicide— can  call 
the  number  for  help  and  guidance. 

United  Methodist  churches,  "prime 
movers”  in  the  Oklahoma  effort,  fur¬ 
ther  serve  as  the  point  of  contact  in 
each  community  for  people  who  need 
food,  Bishop  Hardt  said.  That’s  because 
the  denomination  has  the  state’s  larg¬ 
est  network  of  churches. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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Bishops  voice  ‘strong  objections’ 
to  reported  Nicaraguan  repression 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editors 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  meeting  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  registered 
“strong  objections”  Nov.  14  to  any  re¬ 
pression  in  Nicaragua. 

They  voted  to  contact  all  Nicaraguan 
officials  with  whom  a  delegation  of  three 
bishops  met  in  Nicaragua  last  January. 

“We  have  received  information  that 
affirms  increasing  intimidation  and  re¬ 
strictions  by  the  government  on  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  church  to  preach  or  publish 
the  church’s  understanding  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  if  that  understanding  is 
interpreted  by  the  government  as  con¬ 
taining  negative  references  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  its  policies,”  the  bishops’ 
statement  says. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  was  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  Christian  groups  and  individuals 
who  reacted  strongly  last  week  to  re¬ 
ports  of  Nicaragua’s  recent  crackdown 
on  "evangelical"  pastors  and  Roman 
Catholic  priests  (see  UMR,  Nov.  8). 

The  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  earlier 
sent  a  telegram  to  Nicaraguan  President 
Daniel  Ortega  protesting  “excessive  re¬ 
strictions.” 

The  presiding  bishop  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  sent  a  telegram  to  Mr. 
Ortega  protesting  the  closing  down  of  re¬ 
ligious  publications  and  drafting  of  semi¬ 
narians. 

Actions  came  as  some  Nicaraguan 
Christian  leaders— claiming  they  were 
in  a  “desperate  situation”— smuggled 
out  pleas  for  help. 

Reports  to  the  Reporter  from  a  wide 
array  of  sources  last  week  suggested  an 
intensification  of  the  Nicaraguan  gov¬ 
ernment’s  campaign  of  interrogation, 
confiscation,  arrest,  silencing  and 
threats  against  at  least  three  dozen 
church  leaders. 

The  three  United  Methodist  bishops 
who  went  to  Nicaragua  last  January 
“could  do  no  less  than  (offer)  this”  state- 


Crusty  approach  impresses  visitors 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo. -First- 
time  visitors  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church  find  that  attending  chilrch  leaves 
a  good  taste  in  their  mouths. 

That’s  because  each  first-time  visitor 
to  the  3,700-member  church  is  handed  a 
nine-inch  apple-cinnamon  pie  the  follow¬ 
ing  Monday  night  when  called  on  by  a 
member  of  the  church’s  evangelism 
committee. 


“We  like  to  deliver  the  pies  right  be¬ 
fore  supper,”  said  the  Rev.  Richard 
Hendry,  minister  of  evengelism.  Each 
boxed  pie  is  accompanied  with  a  hand¬ 
written  “welcome  message”  and  a  bro¬ 
chure  explaining  various  church 
ministries. 

Members  of  the  evangelism  team  keep 
it  short  and  sweet,  he  said.  “It  makes 
visitation  a  lot  easier  on  both  sides  of  the 
door,”  Mr.  Hendry  said. 


_  STEGNER  PORTRAITS 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo. — Church  on  Sunday  and  pie  on  Monday 
form  major  parts  of  a  new  outreach  ministry  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Colorado  Springs.  A  commercial  baker  prepares  the  pies  which 
church  members  deliver  to  first-time  visitors. 


Sanctuary  defense  hits  U.S.  policy 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

In  Tucson,  Ariz.  as  the  federal  trial  of 
11  people  charged  with  aiding  illegal 
Central  American  aliens  moved  into  its 
fourth  week,  their  supporters  could 
claim  some  encouragement. 

First,  attorneys  for  the  11  indicted 
sanctuary  movement  workers  moved 
with  limited  success  to  have  charges  dis¬ 
missed  because  of  “selective  prosecu¬ 
tion.” 

Defense  lawyers  told  U.S.  District 
Judge  Earl  W.  Carroll  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  had  pursued  the  church  workers 
but  made  no  attempt  to  prosecute  grow¬ 
ers  or  farmers  transporting  illegal  aliens 
to  work  in  their  fields. 

Prosecutor  Don  Reno  urged  Judge 
Carroll  to  decide  the  issue  of  selective 
prosecution,  saying,  “The  government 
does  not  want  to  proceed  if  there  is  a 
question  about  whether  the  case  should 
be  before  the  court.” 

Bishops  express  ‘concern’ 

Second,  United  Methodist  bishops 
meeting  Nov.  11-15  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  ex¬ 
pressed  “concern”  for  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  lay  workers,  Peggy  Hutchison  and 
Philip  Willis-Conger,  two  persons  on  tri¬ 
al. 

The  bishops  also  encouraged  United 
Methodists  to  "express  support  through 
prayer  and  financial  contributions”  to 
the  legal  defense  fund  set  up  for  the  11 
indicted  sanctuary  workers. 


In  addition,  the  bishops  reaffirmed 
their  “concern  for  Central  American  ref¬ 
ugees  who  continue  to  come  into  our 
country  seeking  refuge  and  safety”  and 
criticized  the  U.  S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  for  returning  ref¬ 
ugees  to  Central  America. 

Earlier,  the  Union  of  American  He¬ 
brew  Congregations  had  overwhelmingly 
approved  a  resolution  to  support  the  reli¬ 
gious  sanctuary  movement.  The  Jewish 
group’s  resolution  equated  Central 
American  refugees  with  Jews  fleeing 
Nazi  oppression. 

The  resolution  also  recognizes  "the  se¬ 
rious  legal  implications  of  some  of  these 
(sanctuary)  actions,  even  as  we  commit 
ourselves  to  support  efforts  to  overturn 
the  administration’s  legal  position.” 

But  the  most  immediate  and  dramatic 
action  challenging  the  government’s  “le¬ 
gal  position”  occurred  Nov.  14  in  the  fed¬ 
eral  district  court  building  in  Tucson. 

Although  employing  illegal  workers  is 
not  a  crime,  defense  lawyers  presented 
allegations  that  in  at  least  one  case 
ranch  foremen  had  gone  to  Mexico  and 
recruited  workers. 

They  presented  as  evidence  a  Sept.  26 
story  in  “The  New  York  Times”  that 
quoted  an  Arizona  farm  workers’  union 
official  saying  that  over  the  past  five 
years  at  least  300  people  died  in  the  de¬ 
sert  on  their  way  to  an  Arizona  ranch. 

Aliens  are  routinely  rounded  up  at  the 
ranch,  but  the  owners  have  never  been 


prosecuted,  although  immigration  offi¬ 
cials  testified  that  an  investigation  of  the 
ranch  is  underway. 

Defense  attorneys  also  produced  let¬ 
ters  in  which  a  former  U.S.  attorney  in 
Arizona,  Michael  Hawkins,  assured 
growers  that  they  would  not  be  prosecut¬ 
ed  for  providing  housing  for  their  undoc¬ 
umented  workers.  The  growers  had  feared 
that  to  do  so  would  expose  them  to  prose¬ 
cution  under  a  “harboring”  statute. 

Testified  by  telephone 

Mr.  Hawkins  testified  by  telephone  to 
the  court  on  Nov.  8  that  although  he  had 
written  such  letters,  he  had  not  granted 
the  growers  blanket  immunity  from 
prosecution. 

Nevertheless,  neither  Mr.  Hawkins  nor 
the  current  U.  S.  attorney,  Stephen 
McNamee,  could  name  a  case  in  which  a 
ranch  or  farm  owner  had  been  prosecut¬ 
ed  for  immigration  violations. 

James  Rayburn,  chief  investigator  for 
the  anti-smuggling  unit  of  the  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  in 
Arizona,  answered  defense  lawyers' 
questions  on  four  subjects  relating  to  his 
two-and-a-half-year  investigation  of  the 
sanctuary  workers. 

Although  he  conceded  that  dairy  farm¬ 
ers  were  “notorious”  for  going  to  the 
border  to  get  illegal  aliens,  he  could 
name  no  dairy  farmer  who  had  been 
prosecuted  for  transporting  aliens. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


“We’re  a  big  church,  but  (delivering 
the  pies)  lets  visitors  know  we’re  just  or¬ 
dinary  people,”  he  added. 

The  ministry  is  apparently  paying  off. 
Mr.  Hendry  said  more  than  60  percent  of 
all  new  members  have  been  recipients  of 
the  pies  since  the  project  began  five 
months  ago,  and  the  number  of  people 
returning  for  two  or  more  visits  is  on  the 
rise. 

"Because  Colorado  Springs  is  growing 
so  rapidly,  we  have  a  constant  stream  of 
worshippers  who  are  shopping  around 
for  a  church  home,”  Mr.  Hendry  said. 
Unfortunately,  he  added,  “some  are  in¬ 
timidated  by  the  size  of  our  church,  not 
realizing  that  we’re  actually  a  very 
friendly,  loving  congregation.” 

(Mr.  Hendry  noted  that  the  church  has 
approximately  150  visitors  each  Sunday, 
but  most  of  them  are  continuing  visitors 
or  are  from  out  of  town.  About  30  pies 
are  distributed  each  Monday  night  to 
first-time  visitors,  he  said.) 

Baked  fresh  by  a  commercial  baker, 
the  pies  are  a  unique  way  to  encourage 
people  to  come  back  and  consider  First 
United  Methodist  Church  as  their  perma¬ 
nent  church  home,  Mr.  Hendry  says. 

“We  considered  asking  people  in  the 
church  to  bake  the  pies,  but  in  a  church 
this  size  we  thought  it  might  be  too  diffi¬ 
cult  to  coordinate.  Besides,  we  didn’t 
want  to  worry  about  food  poisoning,  and 
we  felt  that  contracting  with  a  bakery 
was  the  best  way  to  handle  it,”  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

The  PIE  (Personal  Invitational  Evan¬ 
gelism)  is  part  of  a  three-pronged  plan. 
First-time  visitors  receive  the  pie  and 
brochure.  Second-time  visitors  get  a  call 
from  Mr.  Hendry  and  a  personal  visit 
from  one  of  the  other  pastors. 

After  their  third  visit,  they  receive  a 
letter  “asking  them  when— not  if— they 
can  set  up  an  appointment  to  talk  to  me 
about  joining  the  church,”  Mr.  Hendry 
said.  At  that  time,  visitors  normally  de¬ 
cide  to  join  the  church  or  start  orienta¬ 
tion  classes  about  the  church  and  the 
denomination. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  has  been  receiving  at  least 
10  new  members  a  week,  but  the  evange¬ 
lism  director  hopes  to  see  it  jump  to  30 
by  next  year. 

The  church  is  also  running  two  30-sec- 
ond  spots  a  day  on  two  local  network-af¬ 
filiated  television  stations.  “We’re  going 
for  major  saturation  the  first  two  weeks 
with  24  spots  a  week  on  one  station  and 
20  on  the  other  station,”  he  explained. 
(The  spots  started  airing  the  second 
week  in  October). 

The  14  different  commercials  were 
produced  in  various  places  around  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  by  Mr.  Hendry.  They  fea¬ 
ture  the  church’s  senior  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Gerald  Trigg,  explaining  different  con¬ 
cepts  of  the  Bible  and  how  they  can  be 
applied  to  contemporary  life,  Mr. 
Hendry  explained. 

The  spots  are  being  aired  on  morning, 
early-evening  and  late-night  news  shows, 
The  Bill  Cosby  Show,  Highway  to  Heav¬ 
en,  and  Monday  Night  Football. 

The  ads  are  aimed  at  people  between 
ages  28  and  45,  he  said,  so  the  commer¬ 
cials  were  contracted  to  air  during  shows 
that  have  those  audiences,  he  said.  The 
$50,000  advertising  campaign  started  in 
early  October  and  will  last  one  year,  he 
explained. 

But  for  now,  it’s  the  pies  that  have  lips 
smacking  in  Colorado  Springs.  “Every 
Sunday  when  Dr.  Trigg  has  the  visitors 
stand  up,  I  can  hardly  see  individual 
faces.  All  I  see,  figuratively,  is  an  enor¬ 
mous  sea  of  pies  to  be  delivered  the  next 
day  "  -SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


ment  if  “we  are  to  maintain  our  integri¬ 
ty,”  said  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  (Raleigh, 
N.C.,  Area)  last  week. 

The  two-page  statement  approved  by 
the  full  council  was  proposed  by  the  del¬ 
egation.  Bishops  Minnick,  Ernest  T  Dix¬ 
on  (San  Antonio,  Texas,  Area)  and 
Kenneth  W.  Hicks  (Kansas  Area). 

Last  spring,  the  delegation  proposed 
recommendations  — accepted  by  the 
council  as  its  own— that  opposed  U.S. 
hostilities  toward  the  Nicaraguan  gov¬ 
ernment.  Delegation  members  told  the 
council  at  that  time  that  they  saw  no 
signs  of  religious  repression  in  the  nation. 

Last  week,  the  council  reaffirmed  its 
resolution  from  last  spring  and  its  sup¬ 
port  for  "the  Nicaraguans  in  their  quest 
for  self  determination  and  develop¬ 
ment.” 

But  the  council  said  it  objects  to  any 
repression  “out  of  proportion  to  the 
threat  which  these  denials  (of  freedom) 
are  imposed  to  address.” 

“Information  which  we  have  received 
seems  to  indicate  such  a  lack  of  propor¬ 
tionality,”  the  statement  says. 

According  to  several  foreign  journal¬ 
ists  for  U.S.  daily  newspapers  last  week, 
U.S.-backed  rebels  appear  to  be  espe¬ 
cially  weak  and  in  disarray  at  this  time. 

Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  leaders  say  the 
restrictions  on  civil  liberties  are  neces¬ 
sary  to  protect  against  the  rebels. 

New  problems  reported 

Bishop  Minnick  said  some  new  reports 
indicated  that  Roman  Catholic  priests 
have  been  detained  because  of  statements 
in  their  homilies  and  public  prayers. 

U.S.  “evangelical”  leaders  expressed 
urgent  concern  last  week  for  the  safety 
of  the  Rev.  Boanerges  Mendoza,  pastor 
of  the  First  Evangelical  Church  of  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  the  largest  Protestant  con¬ 
gregation  in  the  country. 

He  was  arrested  Nov.  11  and  was  re¬ 
ported  still  incarcerated  without  charges 
late  last  week.  Some  reports  said  he  was 
accused  of  having  told  others  about  his 
grueling  interrogation  at  the  hands  of  se¬ 
curity  police  earlier  in  the  month  and 
that  his  private  papers  and  car  were 
confiscated. 

Some  “evangelical”  leaders  told  the 
United  Methodist  bishops’  delegation  last 
January  that  the  Nicaraguan  govern¬ 
ment  has  easy  access  to  comments  and 
actions  by  civilians  through  the  use  of 
the  Sandinistas’  block  committees. 

CEPAD  presses  its  government 

The  United  Methodist  bishops  acted 
less  than  24  hours  after  a  Nicaraguan 
group  supported  by  the  UMC's  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  questioned 
one  of  Nicaragua’s  top  government  lead¬ 
ers  about  recent  actions  against  reli¬ 
gious  figures. 

On  the  night  of  Nov.  13,  Rene  Nunez, 
one  of  nine  Sandinista  commandantes, 
appeared  before  a  meeting  of  CEPAD, 


an  ecumenical  development  organiza¬ 
tion  with  close  relationships  with  the 
Sandinistas. 

A  United  Methodist  missionary  told 
the  Reporter  that  in  that  room  Mr.  Nunez 
also  faced  representatives  of  church 
organizations  from  many  nations  which 
support  CEPAD. 

The  missionary  said  the  group  made  it 
clear  to  Mr.  Nunez  that  they  want  expla¬ 
nations  about  specific  individuals  who 
were  incarcerated  or  were  claiming  re¬ 
cent  government  repression.  They  called 
for  fair  and  above-board  treatment  of  all 
ministers  detained  by  the  security  police 
and  especially  pressed  the  case  of  Mr. 
Mendoza. 

About  30  members  of  Mr.  Mendoza’s 
church  stood  outside  the  building  await¬ 
ing  new  information,  but  Mr.  Nunez  said 
he  didn’t  have  details  of  the  case. 

Conflicting  assessments 
Bishop  Dixon  said  the  three  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  delegation  had 
some  difficulty  last  week  because  they 
received  differing  assessments  of  the  sit¬ 
uation. 

One  official  who  felt  many  people  are 
overreacting  was  Joyce  Hill,  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Latin  American  section. 

She  said  talks  with  people  recently  in 
Nicaragua  and  still  there  suggest  that 
“life  on  the  street”  continues  normally 
for  most  civilians. 

The  Rev.  Oscar  Bolioli,  just  back  from 
Nicaragua,  said  the  “state  of  emergen¬ 
cy”  restrictions  are  provided  for  by  the 
Nicaraguan  constitution  and  are  not 
nearly  as  tough  as  those  in  Chile. 

The  head  of  the  NCC’s  Latin  American 
office,  Mr.  Bolioli  said  in  a  statement 
prepared  for  the  press  that  Nicaragua’s 
government  is  taking  action  only  against 
persons  threatening  national  security. 

However,  the  Rev.  William  Wipfler, 
NCC  human  rights  chief,  said  late  last 
week  he  feels  the  NCC  needs  to  find  a 
way  to  act  against  the  religious  restric¬ 
tions.  One  reason  is  to  remove  a  poten¬ 
tial  justification  for  the  U.S.  military  to 
intervene  in  Nicaragua,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Walker  L.  Railey,  chairman 
of  the  UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries' 
Latin  American  committee,  said  “main¬ 
line”  Protestants  have  a  great  opportu¬ 
nity  and  obligation  to  use  their  generally 
friendly  contacts  with  Sandinista  lead¬ 
ers.  He  said  it  is  time  to  join  hands  with 
evangelical  and  Catholic  Christians  to 
help  the  Sandinistas  understand  that  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  is  best  for  Nicaragua. 

Dr.  Railey,  also  pastor  of  First  UMC 
in  Dallas,  said  he  believes  the  United 
States  has  kept  the  Sandinistas  at  a  dis¬ 
advantage  and  that  governments  have 
the  right  to  declare  emergencies  to  pro¬ 
tect  national  security.  But  churches 
must  remind  governments  that  national 
security  is  not  synonymous  with  restrict¬ 
ing  human  rights,  Dr.  Railey  said. 


South  Africa  ‘strategy’  planned 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— An  “emergency  meet¬ 
ing”  of  church  leaders  from  four  conti¬ 
nents  to  discuss  “common  Christian 
witness”  in  South  Africa  will  be  held 
Dec.  4-6  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  M. 
Ault,  Pittsburgh,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  is  one  of  a  dozen 
persons  from  the  United  States  expected 
to  attend  the  meeting  called  by  the  Rev. 
Emilio  Castro,  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  church  leaders  will  meet  with 
representatives  of  the  South  African 
churches  to  “reaffirm  the  solidarity  of 
the  churches  with  the  racially  op¬ 
pressed"  in  that  country,  as  well  as  to 
discuss  common  strategies  and  witness. 


Bishop  Ault  said  he  believes  the  meet¬ 
ing  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  those 
outside  South  Africa  to  hear  “what  is  of 
the  moment"  from  the  church  leaders 
there  and  to  “discuss  the  best  ways  we 
can  be  of  help”  in  ending  apartheid. 

The  conference  in  Harare  will  take 
place  on  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  his¬ 
toric  Cottesloe  Consultation  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  which  condemned  fundamental 
aspects  of  apartheid.  That  meeting  was 
organized  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  wake  of  the  “Sharpeville 
massacre”  in  which  69  blacks  were 
killed  and  hundreds  injured  by  police 
during  a  peaceful  demonstration  against 
“pass  laws”  governing  movement  of 
blacks  in  white  areas. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR,  BUSINESS  AND  FINANCIAL  Ad¬ 
ministration.  Holston  Conference  Includes  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  Responsibilities  for  pensions, 
equitable  salaries,  foundation,  properties  $35,000- 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  WANTED  1300  member 
church  East  Tennessee  Inquire  before  Dec  1  Hen¬ 
ry  Holt.  Box  1377,  Morristown.  TN  37814  615-581- 
2180 

45.000.  Contact  Search  Committee.  Box  567,  Oak 
Ridge.  TN  37831 

HOLY  LAND  ADVENTURE,  10  days  in  Israel.  De¬ 
part  March  3.  1986.  Fly  non-stop  to  Tel  Aviv  Rev 
and  Mrs  Bruce  Graham  invite  you  to  join  them  on 
this  inspiring  trip  to  the  land  of  the  Bible  Call  col¬ 
lect  (301)  421-9570  or  write  c  o  15118  Liberty 
Grove  Drive.  Burtonsville,  MD  20866 

MINISTERS  WANTED  EARN  CEU  and  travel 
free  to  the  lands  of  the  Early  Christian  Church  re¬ 
tracing  the  travels  of  Paul  Bishop  James  Mat¬ 
thews  will  lecture  some  tours.  Just  5  tour 

members  will  get  you  there  free.  Contact  us  today 

1  (800)  223-6393  or  write  to  Compass  Tours  Inc., 
330  Seventh  Ave  .  New  York.  NY  10001 

LICENSED  ADMINISTRATOR  for  Methodist  re¬ 
tirement  home  in  District  of  Columbia  75  resi¬ 
dents;  intermediate  and  skilled  health  care  unit. 

POSITION  OPENING:  ASSISTANT  GENERAL 
Secretary,  The  General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History,  The  United  Methpdist  Church  This 

beautiful  grounds  Live-in  apartment  and  meals 
available  plus  salary  Send  resume  and  salary  his¬ 
tory /reouirements  to  Elizabeth  Myers.  4604*  46th 
Street.  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20016. 

nancial-development  and  artistic  skills  Advanced 
degree  in  history  highly  desirable.  Membership  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  necessary  Appli¬ 
cants  should  send  resume  and  the  names  ana  ad- 

FULL-TIME:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR;  1300  member 

church  Send  resume  to  Program  Director,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P  0  Box  698.  Pompano 
Beach.  Florida  33061 

dresses  of  three  persons  who  will  recommend  the 
applicant  by  Dec.  31,  1985,  to  The  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  The  General  Commission  on  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory,  P  O.  Box  127,  Madison,  NJ  07940.  The 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  is  an 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Employment  Opportu- 

ZION  UNITED  CHURCH.  32  Weber  St  W  Kitche¬ 

ner.  Ontario.  N2H  3Z2,  would  like  about  50-75 
copies  of  The  Hymnal  of  The  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  Anyone  willing  to  donate  or  sell 
for  a  very  reasonable  price,  please  contact  the 
church. 

from  racial/ethnic  minority  persons 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  needed  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Lakeland.  Florida  3600 
members  Responsibilities  would  include  property 
management,  financial  records,  and  fund  raising 
Business  degree  and  church  experience  preferred 
Salary  competitive  Contact  Dr  Wendell  Hulcher, 
Florida  Southern  College.  Lakeland,  Florida  33802 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  for  700-member  church  with  strong  youth  and 
children's  emphasis.  Salary  open.  Send  resume  and 
references  to  D  Keith  McKenzie,  PPRS  Chairper¬ 
son.  Bland  Street  UMC.  Box  1417.  Bluefield.  WV 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  7 
Whooping  Crane,  Rockport,  TX  78382 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  &  ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR 
is  needed  for  850-member  church  with  strong  em¬ 
phasis  on  youth  program  Position  open  January  1. 
1986  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to  FUMC,  P  O  Box  577,  Carthage.  Texas 

HELP!  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC /Edu- 
cation  wanted  for  small,  county-seat  town.  Send 
inquiries  to  James  Secrest  Sr.,  c/o  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  400  E.  Main  St.,  Scottsville,  KY 
42164 

Watson. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  EVANGELISM 

needed  for  500  member  growing  church  Full  time 
position  open  January  1986.  Salary  negotiable  Re¬ 
sume  apply  to.  Rev  Ken  Miller,  Oak  Crest  United 

PART-TIME  PROFESSIONAL  Christian  educator 

Methodist  Church.  5900  Ricker  Road,  Jacksonville. 
Florida  32244 

church  school  program  Please  send  resume  to  the 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  P  O  Box  22013. 
Houston,  TX  77227 

DIRECTOR  WESLEY-RANKIN  Community  Cen¬ 
ter.  Dallas.  TX.  Skills:  management  of  personnel, 
volunteers,  physical  plant,  finances,  programs  all 
ages  Effective  fund-raising.  Experience  this  or 
related  field  Bilingual.  Eleanor  Lydiek.  413  Rid- 
gehaven.  Richardson.  TX  75080 

FREE  INFORMATION  on  new  parenting  pro¬ 
gram-including  video  and  drama  in  worship. 

coin  Drive,  Phoenix.  AZ  85016  (602)  955-8554 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne  The  standard  6-foot  cross  is  2- 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or 
bronze  The  flame  is  fire-red,  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  'A -inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne.  Suite  280.  World  Trade 
Center,  San  Francisco,  CA  94111,  or  call  1  (415) 
398-4605 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  EDUCATION  &  YOUTH  WORK  for  stimu¬ 
lating  600  member  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  suburban  community  on  Texas  Gulf  coast  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable  Job  description  and  application  sent 
upon  request  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P  O. 
Box  577,  Portland.  Texas  78374,  512-643-0479 
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7  small  churches 
bring  area  health 

UM  ‘ cluster ’  opens  medical  clinic 
with  help  from  foundation  funds 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— The  seven  small  churches 
in  the  Oak  Cliff  Group  Ministries  are  not 
that  different  from  thousands  of  other 
United  Methodist  congregations:  Atten¬ 
dance  averages  about  100,  budgets  are 
stretched,  and  memberships  generally 
are  declining. 

But  the  scope  of  their  new  cooperative 
ministry  is  anything  but  ordinary. 

They  recently  established  a  medical 
clinic  in  one  of  the  poorest  sections  of 
town  at  least  four  miles  from  the  nearest 
participating  church,  staffed  with  a  full¬ 
time  doctor,  a  corps  of  nurses,  a  social 
worker  and  a  visiting  nurse  practitioner. 

The  churches’  members— mostly  blue 
collar  workers  and  predominately 
white  — and  their  pastors  knew  they 
could  never  finance  the  clinic  them¬ 
selves.  With  the  help  of  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  who  specializes  in  economic 
planning  they  obtained  $1.2  million  from 
various  charitable  foundations. 

Four  years  after  the  churches  tackled 
the  idea  of  establishing  a  clinic,  the  pas¬ 
tors  say  they’ve  learned  a  valuable  les¬ 
son:  Small  churches  can  accomplish  big 
deeds  when  laypeople  provide  the  leg- 
work,  organizational  skills  and  volunteer 
forces. 

"It’s  been  a  renewing  experience  for 
these  churches  ...  to  know  they’ve  ac¬ 
complished  something  in  the  name  of 
Christ,”  said  the  Rev.  Jimmie  Mobley, 
pastor  of  Brandon  Avenue  UMC  and, 
president  of  Oak  Cliff  Group  Ministries. 

And  the  money? 

“Money  is  available  from  founda¬ 
tions,”  said  the  Rev.  George  Holcomb, 
the  economic  planner  and  adviser  to  the 
seven-church  cluster.  But  foundations 
can’t  provide  the  commitment  necessary 
to  struggle  through  the  red  tape  of  start¬ 
ing  something  like  a  medical  clinic,  he 
said. 

The  need  for  a  clinic  was  easy  enough 
to  establish:  Oak  Cliff  is  the  most  “medi¬ 
cally  underserved”  area  in  Dallas,  re¬ 
search  from  the  University  of 
Texas-Arlington  indicates.  The  ratio  of 
physicians  to  patients  is  one  to  6500, 
compared  to  one  to  850  in  affluent  North 
Dallas  and  one  to  2100  nationally.  In  Oak 
Cliff  the  infant  mortality  rate  approach¬ 
es  that  of  some  Third  World  countries. 

Pastors’  big  ideas  came  true 

Laypeople  in  the  participating 
churches  were  aware  of  the  health  care 
need  but  they  never  dreamed  they  could 
be  the  catalysts  to  solving  the  problem, 
one  layman  said. 

“We  were  struggling  to  meet  $100,000 
budgets  ourselves,”  said  Bobby  Houser,  a 
member  of  Brandon  Avenue  UMC  and  a 
member  of  the  clinic’s  board  of  direc¬ 
tors. 

“I  think  we  laypeople  agreed  to  get  in¬ 
volved  because  we  were  so  impressed 
with  the  pastors’  enthusiasm.  Our  limit¬ 
ed  resources  didn’t  seem  to  matter.  They 
saw  a  project  we  could  do,  and  their  en¬ 
thusiasm  caught  on,”  Mr.  Houser  said. 

Work  began  by  contracting  with  the 
University  of  Texas-Arlington  to  provide 
extensive  health  care  research  data  re¬ 
quired  to  obtain  money  from  the  founda¬ 
tions. 

Once  the  information  was  gathered, 
several  pastors  and  laypeople  ap¬ 
proached  the  foundations  and  obtained 
the  $1.2  million  necessary  to  fund  the 
clinic  for  eight  years. 

Clinic  funded  by  foundations 

The  result  is  the  sprawling  30,000- 
square-foot  Oak  Cliff  Clinic  which 
opened  in  July  in  a  deteriorating  shop¬ 
ping  center  in  a  predominately  black 
neighborhood. 

“These  seven  churches  couldn’t  afford 
to  fund  the  clinic,  but  there’s  not  a 
chance  in  the  world  it  could  have  gotten 
off  the  ground  without  them,”  Mr.  Hol¬ 
comb  said. 

Foundations  trusted  the  Oak  Cliff 
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Group  Ministries,  he  said,  because  it  pre¬ 
sented  an  alliance  of  committed  people 
who  had  done  their  homework,  had 
worked  with  professionals  both  in  the 
health  care  field  and  social  welfare  ser¬ 
vices  and  "who  were  not  trying  to  put  a 
feather  in  their  cap.” 

The  clinic,  outwardly  virtually  devoid 
of  anything  “United  Methodist,"  func¬ 
tions  free  of  its  sponsoring  churches,  Mr. 
Holcomb  said,  save  the  fact  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  board  of  directors  are  pas¬ 
tors  and  laypeople  from  the  seven 
sponsoring  United  Methodist  churches. 

The  churches— Brandon  Avenue  UMC, 
Brooklyn  UMC,  Irwindale  UMC,  Cock¬ 
rell  Hill  UMC,  Stevens  Park  UMC,  Arca¬ 
dia  Park  UMC  and  Park  Cliff  UMC- 
haven’t  sought  attention  for  their  behind- 
the-scenes  work  and  it  doesn’t  bother 
them  that  the  names  of  their  individual 
churches  or  the  denomination  are  no¬ 
where  to  be  found  at  the  clinic,  Mr.  Hol¬ 
comb  said. 

Not  an  attempt  to  evangelize 

“We  aren’t  doing  it  to  get  attention 
and  we  aren’t  doing  it  to  evangelize  or 
increase  our  rolls,”  said  Mr.  Mobley. 
“We’re  doing  it  because  we  saw  a  need. 

“Our  purpose  is  to  bring  a  better  qual¬ 
ity  of  life  to  the  less  fortunate  people  of 
our  neighborhoods,”  he  said. 

In  addition  to  the  main  clinic,  the  Oak 
Cliff  Group  Ministries  sponsors  screen¬ 
ing  clinics  in  two  participating  churches 
in  a  mixed  white  and  Hispanic  neighbor¬ 
hood.  These  screen  for  diabetes,  high 
blood  pressure  and  overall  health  prob¬ 
lems.  The  nurse  practitioner  (a  regis¬ 
tered  nurse  with  extended  education) 
does  most  of  the  lab  work  on  the  pre¬ 
mises;  patients  are  then  transported  to 
the  main  clinic  if  needed. 

Laypeople  from  the  churches  help  pa¬ 
tients  at  all  three  locations  in  filling  out 
forms,  translating  between  Spanish  and 
English  and  running  errands  for  the 
nurse  or  social  worker. 

Georgia  Bates,  75,  a  bilingual  retired 
nurse  who  attends  Arcadia  Park  UMC, 
said  she’s  glad  to  volunteer  and  use  her 
lifelong  vocation  at  the  same  time. 

“My  eyes  are  too  bad  now  to  read  a 
thermometer,  but  I  can  listen  and  I  can 
tell  the  nurses  what  they  (the  Hispanics) 
are  saying,”  she  said. 

Charles  and  Ovida  Gray,  members  of 
Cockrell  Hill  UMC,  volunteer  time  at  the 
clinic  because  “the  Lord  has  led  us  to  do 
this.  We  haven’t  had  much  training  with 
sick  people,  but  everything  led  us  into 
helping  people  who  are  old  or  sick,”  Mrs. 
Gray  said.  She  and  her  husband  spent 
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DALLAS— Dr.  Darrell  Thigpen  is  fulfilling  a  three-year  scholarship  obli¬ 
gation  he  assumed  in  medical  school  by  serving  as  the  physician  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Oak  Cliff  Medical  Clinic.  Many  patients  who  see  him,  like  this 
little  girl,  have  never  had  a  regular  family  doctor. 


several  days  going  door  to  door  in  their 
neighborhood  handing  out  flyers  with  in¬ 
formation  about  the  screening  clinic. 

“Before  the  clinic  opened,  seeing  a 
doctor  meant  for  most  of  these  people 
taking  a  day  off  from  work  without  pay, 
catching  a  bus  that  required  a  transfer 
and  sitting  for  hours  in  the  waiting  room 
of  Parkland  (the  county  hospital),”  Mr. 
Holcomb  said. 

Most  wouldn’t  do  it,  he  said.  The  result 
could  be  a  vicious  circle:  a  worsened  ill¬ 
ness,  absence  from  work  and  eventual 
firing. 

The  cycle  is  particularly  crucial  when 
children  are  involved,  said  Minda  Kra¬ 
mer,  a  certified  pediatric  nurse  practi¬ 
tioner  on  the  clinic  staff. 

“If  a  child  has  an  earache  and  the 
mother  has  to  take  a  day  off  from  work 
to  take  him  to  the  doctor,  she’s  in  a  di¬ 
lemma:  see  that  her  child  gets  medical 
attention  or  risk  losing  her  job  that 
might  have  taken  a  long  time  to  find. 

“More  times  than  not  she’ll  try  to  cure 
it  herself  and  the  child  winds  up  really 
sick,”  she  explains. 

Office  visit  costs  about  $8 

The  clinic  sees  mainly  children,  young 
mothers  and  elderly  people,  although  it’s 
open  to  anyone.  Payment  based  on  a 
sliding  scale  averages  about  $8  per  of¬ 
fice  visit. 


The  doctor,  Darrell  Thigpen,  a  recent 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  School,  was  secured  because  he 
had  a  three-year  obligation  to  practice 
medicine  in  a  "medically  underserved” 
area  to  fulfill  a  government  loan  agree¬ 
ment  he  made  while  in  school.  The  Oak 
Cliff  Clinic  meets  that  definition. 

Dr.  Thigpen,  who  grew  up  in  rural 
Mississippi  and  graduated  from  United 
Methodist-related  Millsaps  College  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  said  his  tenure  at  the 
clinic  is  more  than  the  fulfillment  of  an 
obligation. 

"I’ve  always  had  a  special  feeling  for 
older  people  and  children,”  he  said.  “Go¬ 
ing  through  medical  school,  I  said  I 
didn’t  want  to  be  just  another  doctor  out 
to  make  a  lot  of  money. 

“Besides,  if  I  had  not  done  it,  who 
would  have?”  he  said. 

What  made  the  churches  give  so  much 
time  and  energy  to  the  project  when 
their  individual  churches  and  the  denom¬ 
ination  get  virtually  no  recognition? 

“I  think  we’re  finally  beginning  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  leaving  a  turkey  and  a 
food  basket  on  the  door  at  Thanksgiving 
is  not  really  helping  poor  people,”  Mr. 
Holcomb  said.  “Sure,  it  fills  their  stom¬ 
achs  at  the  time,  but  what  about  the 
week  after  Thanksgiving  when  they’re 
hungry  again?” 


Response  to  WCC  document  delayed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan. -The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  won’t  officially  respond  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  statement  on 
“Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry”  until 
next  spring. 

The  Council  of  Bishops,  charged  by  the 
1984  General  Conference  to  make  the  re¬ 
ply,  decided  Nov.  13  to  delay  action  on 
the  statement  until  the  group’s  April  27- 
May  3  meeting  in  Morristown,  N. J. 

The  ecumenical  world  body  had  sought 
reactions  from  its  308  member  churches 
by  Dec.  31, 1985. 

The  WCC  statement  attempts  to  define 
common  beliefs  among  Christians  about 
baptism,  holy  communion  and  ministry. 
If  adopted,  the  document  could  influence 
how  individual  United  Methodists  under¬ 


stand  basic  tenets  of  their  faith. 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  denomination’s  ecumeni¬ 
cal-relations  agency,  calls  the  WCC 
paper  “the  most  significant  document  of 
the  ecumenical  movement  in  the  past  18 
years.” 

The  bishops  decided  to  study  in  great¬ 
er  detail  a  proposed  response  prepared 
by  the  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

The  episcopal  leaders  had  not  received 
a  final  copy  of  that  33-page  response,  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  ecumenical-relations 
agency  Oct.  13,  until  early  last  week. 

A  committee  of  bishops  is  to  accept 
written  comments  through  Jan.  15  and 
then  draft  a  recommended  response  for 
the  council.  That  response  is  to  be  sent  to 


Women’s  unit  questioning 
of 6  7  church’  study  rapped 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 
DURHAM,  N.C.—  An  effort  by  the 
United  Methodist  women’s  monitoring 
unit  to  question  Duke  Divinity  School  on 
its  “official  stance”  in  relation  to  publi¬ 
cations  written  by  its  faculty  members 
has  been  called  “inappropriate”  by  the 
school’s  president,  the  Rev.  Dennis  M. 
Campbell. 

At  its  September  meeting  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Wom¬ 
en,  United  Methodism’s  official  women’s 
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advocacy  group,  criticized  a  paper  on 
United  Methodist  regionalism. 

The  paper,  entitled  “The  Seven  Church 
in  Methodism”  was  written  by  Duke  Di¬ 
vinity  professors  William  Willimon  and 
Robert  Wilson.  It  came  under  fire  from 
commission  members  for  placing 
“heavy  emphasis  for  membership  loss  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
hands  of  women  and  ethnic  persons. 

Then  the  commission  questioned  the 
official  stance  of  the  Divinity  School  in 
relation  to  the  paper  and  asked  two  oth¬ 
er  general-church  agencies  to  launch 
their  own  inquiries  into  the  paper. 

Dr.  Campbell,  in  his  letter  of  response 
to  the  commission  president,  the  Rev.  H. 
Sharon  Howell,  stated  that  it  was  not 
"wise”  to  question  Duke  Divinity  School 
about  the  ideas  of  individual  faculty 
members. 

"We  have  a  large  and  diverse  faculty,” 
he  said.  “It  is  a  faculty  which  writes  and 
publishes  a  great  deal.  It  is  absurd  to  ask 
the  dean  or  the  faculty  whether  the 
school  agrees  with  publications  of  indi¬ 
vidual  members  of  the  faculty,”  he  said. 

“I  do  not  agree  with  everything  indi¬ 
vidual  members  of  the  faculty  say  or 
write.  I  do  defend  the  right  of  faculty 
members  to  express  opinions  without 
prior  approval  by  me  or  the  university.” 

Dr.  Campbell  further  commented  that 
it  was  “inappropriate  for  the  commis¬ 
sion  to  go  on  a  heresy  hunt  in  the  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
to  ask  other  boards  and  commissions  to 
join  it  in  such  action.” 

However,  he  wrote,  it  was  appropriate 
for  members  of  the  commission  to  dis¬ 
agree  with  a  published  paper.  He  encour- 
aged  the  commission  to  show 
disagreement  with  the  paper  by  offering 
“alternative  insights  and  analysis.” 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


all  bishops  before  the  April  session. 

In  a  related  action,  the  bishops  ap¬ 
proved  a  three-year  schedule  for  pro¬ 
cessing  two  documents  from  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

One  document,  adopted  in  November 
1984  by  the  church-union  organization 
representing  nine  U.S.  denominations, 
attempts  to  define  a  theological  consen¬ 
sus  “for  more  complete  sharing  of  life 
together  in  Christ.” 

The  other  involves  the  formation  of  a 
covenant  between  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  eight  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 

Although  not  a  form  of  union,  that 
agreement  would  lead  to  common  mis¬ 
sion  efforts  and  appointment  of  pastors 
across  denominational  lines,  said  the 
Rev.  Gerald  Moede,  chief  executive  of 
the  church-union  body  and  a  United 
Methodist. 

A  “council  of  oversight”  made  up  of 
four  bishops  from  each  denomination 
would  coordinate  these  activities,  Dr. 
Moede  said. 

1116  consultation  is  to  revise  the  covenant 
proposal  in  1988  based  on  reactions  from 
the  participating  denominations,  he  said. 

The  UM  bishops  are  to  study  the  cove¬ 
nant  at  both  their  1986  meetings.  The 
bishops  are  to  work  with  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  ecumenical-relations  commission 
during  1986  and  1987  to  develop  a  recom¬ 
mendation  on  the  theological  consensus 
statement.  That  is  to  go  to  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 

Top  2  officials 
of  school  resign 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

EL  PASO,  Texas— In  separate,  unre¬ 
lated  actions,  the  chairman  of  the  board 
and  the  president  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  have 
resigned. 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of  the  Kansas 
Area,  who  stepped  down  as  chairman  but 
remained  on  the  board,  said  the  Rev.  Ru¬ 
ben  Salcido  submitted  his  resignation  to 
a  regular  meeting  of  the  board  Nov.  7. 

New  chairman  replacing  Bishop  Hicks 
is  El  Paso  businessman  Rosendo  Rivero. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  UMC’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Salcido,  who  came  to  the  school 
more  than  three  years  ago  from  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministries  staff,  is  expected  to  remain  at 
Lydia  Patterson  until  June  1,  1986,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bishop  Hicks. 

Bishop  Hicks  said  enrollment  is  about 
400,  lower  than  hoped  for.  He  also  said 
response  to  a  South  Central  Jurisdiction- 
wide  financial  appeal  for  the  school  “is 
not  on  schedule.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Associate  Editor 

Evangelist  Jerry  Fal well’s  recent  de¬ 
scription  of  the  Philippines  as  “a  para¬ 
dise"  drew  an  outcry  last  week  from  a 
broad  spectrum  of  Christian  organiza¬ 
tions  concerned  about  human  rights  in 
that  nation. 

At  a  dinner  in  Manila  in  a  speech  later 
broadcast  on  government  television,  Mr. 
Falwell  called  the  Philippines  “a  great 
land  and  a  free  country”  that  deserves 
full  support  from  the  U.S.  government 
and  people  to  halt  communist  insurgency 
there. 

He  said  freedoms  now  enjoyed  would 
not  be  present  if  not  for  the  efforts  of  his 
hosts,  President  Ferdinand  Marcos  and 
his  wife. 

Evangelical  leader  demurs 

The  Rev.  Billy  Melvin,  head  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals  in  this 
country,  said  Mr.  Falwell— who  is  not 
related  to  the  association— "speaks  for 
himself.” 

Most  “evangelicals”  are  aware  of  gov¬ 
ernment  persecution  of  religion  in  the 
Philippines  and  condemn  it  there  as  they 
do  everywhere,  Dr.  Melvin  said. 

He  added,  however,  that  the  44  mem¬ 
ber-denominations  of  his  organization 
tend  to  have  relations  with  Christians  in 
the  Philippines  who  are  under  more 
threat  from  communist  rebels  than  from 
the  government. 

The  Rev.  William  Wipfler,  human 
rights  chief  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  also  reacted,  saying,  “Mr.  Fal- 
well’s  statement  bankrupts  his  credibil¬ 
ity  after  what  he  did  in  South  Africa 
defending  that  government. 

“It  is  so  obvious  he  visited  only  gov¬ 
ernment  leaders.  His  statement  will 
strengthen  those  who  will  favor  Marcos 
at  all  costs.” 

Mr.  Wipfler  said  eight  priests  and  pas¬ 
tors  (two  of  them  United  Methodists) 
have  been  killed  at  the  hands  of  the  Phil¬ 
ippine  military  or  para-military  units 
this  year. 

Persecution  continues 

“For  eight  months  there  has  been  a 
terrible  wave  of  what  has  to  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  direct  persecution  of  religious 


personnel,"  he  said.  Often,  military  com¬ 
manders  make  clear  statements  of 
threat  toward  religious  leaders  or  make 
comments  that  easily  can  be  picked  up 
by  para-military  groups  as  a  suggestion 
that  if  they  do  something  to  the  religious 
leaders  they  will  not  be  punished,  Mr. 
Wipfler  said. 

Mr.  Fal  well’s  comments  suggest  there 
are  only  two  choices— President  Marcos 
or  communism— when  there  is  a  vital 
center  of  democratic  desires  among  Fili¬ 
pinos,  Mr.  Wipfler  said. 

Diane  Knippers,  spokeswoman  for  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
which  often  is  at  odds  with  the  NCC, 
agreed  with  Mr.  Wipfler’s  assessment. 

“Mr.  Falwell  errs  in  confusing  mere 
anti-communism  with  genuine  democra¬ 
cy,”  she  said.  “What  the  Marcos  govern¬ 
ment  deserves  is  not  ‘unswerving’ 
support  but  unremitting  U.S.  pressure  to¬ 
ward  substantial  democratic  reform.” 

(Mr.  Marcos’  recent  calling  of  an  elec¬ 
tion  for  the  presidency  is  widely  attrib¬ 
uted  to  pressure  from  the  United  States 
government  to  allow  more  democracy  or 
risk  losing  U.S.  support.) 

"Mr.  Falwell  needs  to  realize  that 
such  reform  in  the  Philippines  as  well  as 
in  South  Africa  would  provide  the  best 
defense  against  the  radical  insurgen¬ 
cies,”  Ms.  Knippers  said. 

She  chastised  Mr.  Falwell  for  not  us¬ 
ing  his  meeting  with  President  Marcos 
as  an  opportunity  to  press  him  (1)  to  de¬ 
lay  his  recently  announced  “snap  elec¬ 
tions”  to  give  the  opposition  a  chance  to 
organize,  (2)  to  guarantee  an  election  for 
vice  president  as  well  as  for  president, 
and  (3)  to  guarantee  freedom  of  the  press 
and  assembly  to  make  for  a  fair  cam¬ 
paign. 

Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  World  Division,  said  briefly: 
“Concerned  Christians  cannot  help  but 
wonder  about  Mr.  Falwell’s  habit  of 
turning  up  where  serious  and  glaring 
abuses  occur”  and  then  declaring  every¬ 
thing  in  good  shape. 

The  Global  Ministries  board  has  been 
following  the  Philippine  human  rights 
situation  closely  for  years.  Several  annu¬ 
al  conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  in  the  Philippines. 
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Philippine  ‘paradise’ 
description  by  Falwell 
draws  multiple  outcry 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Effects  on  Liberian  UMs 
unclear  after  coup  attempt 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan.— The  effect  on  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  last  week’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  overthrow  the  Liberian  govern¬ 
ment  is  not  clear,  the  area’s  bishop  said. 

What  is  clear  is  that  the  church  in  the 
West  African  country  is  in  the  midst  of  a 
financial  “emergency,”  Bishop  Arthur  F. 
Kulah  told  the  Council  of  Bishops  Nov.  14. 

Even  before  the  Nov.  12  coup  attempt, 
United  Methodists  in  Liberia  were  trying 
to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  $500,000  in  an¬ 
nual  government  subsidies  to  denomina¬ 
tion-run  schools  and  medical  facilities,  the 
bishop  said.  The  military  government  of 
Samuel  K.  Doe  canceled  the  aid  Oct  13. 

The  action  reportedly  came  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  an  Oct.  13  sermon  by  Bishop 
Kulah  critical  of  the  military  govern¬ 
ment  (see  UMR,  Nov.  1). 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  established  an  Advance  Special 
account  for  second-mile  gifts  to  help  the 
Liberian  church,  said  Bishop  Roy  Sano 
(Denver  Area),  president  of  the  mission 
board’s  World  Program  Division.  The 
account  number  is  00382-B. 

The  withdrawal  of  funds  affects  100 


elementary  schools,  five  junior  high 
schools  and  three  high  schools,  Bishop 
Kulah  said.  The  schools  have  enrollment 
of  23,000. 

“We  cannot  close  these  schools,”  he 
said.  “They  are  our  primary  source  of 
evangelism  and  conversion.” 

The  government  action  also  affects  a 
65-bed  United  Methodist  hospital,  the 
bishop  said. 

“In  Liberia  that  is  a  big  hospital,”  he 
said.  It  serves  patients  from  Liberia  and 
three  neighboring  nations,  he  reported. 
The  next  closest  public  hospital  is  118 
miles  away. 

The  leader  of  Liberia’s  50,000  United 
Methodists  said  he  had  received  only 
sketchy  information  about  the  upheaval 
in  his  homeland  and  did  not  know  how 
the  attempted  coup  had  affected  the 
church. 

The  council  decided  to  authorize  Bish¬ 
ops  Thomas  Bangura  (Sierra  Leone 
Area)  and  David  J.  Lawson  (Wisconsin 
Area)  to  accompany  Bishop  Kulah  “if  re¬ 
quested”  when  he  returns  to  Liberia  in 
early  December. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


“INCLUSIVE- 

In  our  practice  of  ministry:  Wilhin  a  few  miles  are  typical  subur¬ 
ban.  rural  and  urban  parishes.  Nearby  congregations  typify  what  may 
be  found  anywhere  in  the  nation. 

In  our  diversity:  The  experience,  background  and  perspective  of  each 
student  and  faculty  member  are  important  at  Drew.  We  do  not  merely 
recognize  and  accept  diversity:  we  seek  and  honor  it. 

In  our  faith:  While  Drew  is  United  Methodist  in  affiliation,  our 
students  and  faculty  also  regularly  represent  12  other  denominations 
as  well. 

In  our  surroundings:  New  York  City,  just  30  miles  away,  complements 
a  theological  education  as  few  cities  can.  In  contrast.  Drew  s  forested, 
186-acre  campus  offers  a  tranquil' setting  for  theological  studies. 
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□  Please  send  me  more  about  Drew  University  Theological  School. 

I  am  specifically  interested  in  the  following  program(s):  □  M.Div 
□  M  IS.  □  S.T.M  □  M.Div./MSW  □  D.Min. 

THE  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL 

DREW  UNIVERSITY 

Office  of  Theological  Admissions  •  Drew  University  •  Madison,  NJ  07940 


Your  computer  software  ought  to  be..^ 

EZ  to  afford  ($895) 

EZ  to  run  (IBM.  Apple.  Tandy,  and  Kaypro  models)... 

T  EZ  to  see  (ask  about  our  return  guaranteed  demos)... 

^J^^Computer  Programs  by  United  Methodists  for  United  Methodists 

EZ  SYSTEMS  INC., 

COMPUTER  PROGRAMS  FOR  CHURCH  PROGRAMS 


WEST  COAST 
Charles  W.  Chase 
P.O.  Box  81 
Joseph,  OR  97846 
503/432-0645 


EAST  COAST 
Charles  P.  Jaeger 
P.O.  Box  23190 
Nashville,  TN  37202-3190 
615/269-6428 
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Hurricane  Relief  Offering 


The  Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  are  asking  all  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  receive  a  special  offering  for  the  victims  of  hurricane  Juan  this 
Sunday,  December  1,  1985. 

Hurricane  Juan  has  been  described  as  having  produced  the  worst  losses 
from  flooding  of  any  hurricane  in  the  past  two  decades.  Some  of  our  church 
and  parsonage  properties  in  south  Louisiana  have  been  greatly  damaged  by 
flood  waters,  and  this  offering  will  give  assistance  to  them  as  they  endeavor  to 
recover  from  their  losses.  This  offering  should  be  reported  on  the  “Blue  Sheet.” 
line  No.  65  and  remitted  to  the  Conference  Office,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802. 


The 

Bishop’s 

Corner 


‘The  Connection’ 


Week  before  last  in  Wichita,  Kan¬ 
sas  the  Council  of  Bishops  voted  to 
ask  each  church  to  have  special  pray¬ 
ers  on  the  following  Sunday  for  the 
summit  in  Geneva. 

At  the  coffee  break  I  went  to  the 
phone,  called  my  office  and  relayed 
the  message.  Dr.  Williamson  called 
each  district  superintendent  and  each 
district  superintendent  started  the 
“round  robin”  callers  and  in  less  than 
24  hours  the  word  was  relayed  to  ev¬ 
ery  Methodist  pastor  in  Louisiana. 

That  is  what  is  called  “the  connec¬ 
tion”  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
I  cannot  imagine  another  denomina¬ 
tion  even  attempting  such  an  impossi¬ 
ble  task  with  76  Annual  Conferences 
in  50  states  and  many  foreign  coun¬ 
tries.  We  probably  do  not  value  the 
“connection"  as  we  should  nor  do  we 
use  it  like  we  could. 

Anyway  my  thanks  to  each  of  you 
who  responded  to  this  important  and 
appropriate  proposal  at  such  a  criti¬ 


cal  time  in  our  nation’s  history. 

Thanksgiving,  Advent  and  Christ¬ 
mas,  Budget  Time,  Continuing  Edu¬ 
cation,  The  Good  Samaritan  Offering, 
the  Workshops  for  Clergy  and  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committees,  and 
other  events  make  this  a  very  busy 
time  of  the  year. 

To  clergy  and  laity  I  extend  my 
thanks  and  my  prayers  for  your  work, 
your  service,  and  your  commitment 
to  Christ  and  the  Church. 

You  will  hear  my  Advent  and 
Christmas  message  on  videotape  but  I 
shall  remember  you  daily  in  my  pray¬ 
ers  that  this  shall  be.  a  season  rich 
with  love,  compassion,  faith  and  loy¬ 
alty,  and  great  victories  for  Christ 
and  His  Church. 


Walter  L.  Underwood 
P.S.  Remember  to  send  in  your 
Good  Samaritan  Offering. 


A  United  Methodist  Receives 


Humanitarian  Award 


The  line  starts  forming  at  3  a  m.  for 
the  7  a.m.  opening  of  the  medical  clinic 
at  Danli,  Honduras.  The  hundred  plus  pa¬ 
tients  per  day  owe  their  gratitude  for  the 
clinic  to  the  caring  spirit  of  Diane  Jen¬ 
kins.  Executive  Director  of  Friends  of 
the  Americas.  She  organizes  and  admin¬ 
isters  the  program  that  provides  medical 
help  for  needy  Hondurans  and  refugees 
who  have  fled  from  Nicaragua. 

President  Ronald  Reagan  recognized 
Jenkins'  efforts  by  awarding  her  the 
First  Annual  Ronald  Reagan  Humani¬ 
tarian  Award  at  the  Nicaraguan  Refu¬ 
gee  Fund  dinner  in  Washington,  D.C.  She 
was  honored  for  her  work  with  Miskito 
Indian  refugees  in  the  jungles  of  Hondu¬ 
ras.  In  his  remarks,  the  President  said  of 
Friends  of  the  Americas,  “While  the 
world  was  turning  away,  you  were  help¬ 


ing.  People  like  you  are  America  at  its 
best.” 

The  purpose  of  "Friends  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas”  is  to  aid  persons  in  Latin  America 
who  suffer  from  wars,  economic  catas¬ 
trophes  and  natural  disasters. 

Jenkins  says,  "Some  Nicaraguan  refu¬ 
gee  children  are  dying  for  lack  of  $2  or 
$3  worth  of  medicine,  mothers  are  dying 
in  childbirth  and  infants  are  dying  from 
common  diarrhea.” 

Since  the  organization  was  formed 
about  18  months  ago,  it  has  established 
four  medical  clinics  in  Honduras  and 
now  plans  to  take  over  a  600  bed  chil¬ 
dren’s  hospital  in  Mexico  City. 

Diane  Jenkins  and  husband,  State  Rep¬ 
resentative  Woody  Jenkins,  are  a  Baton 
Rouge  Methodist  couple  with  four  chil¬ 
dren. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


President 


Ronald  Reagan  presents  Humanitarian  Award  to  Mrs.  Diane  Jenkins. 


The  youth  ministries  Program  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  recently 
hosted  an  exciting  Lock-in  for  the  church’s 
Middle  Schoolers.  Activities  included 
games  and  food  all  night!  Breakfast  was 
served  the  next  morning  at  the  church. 
Over  160  youth  and  adults  attended.  Rev. 
Warren  Blakeman  is  pastor. 


at  6  p.m.  each  Sunday.  Both  adults  and 
older  children  attend. 

*  *  • 

The  youth  of  FUMC,  Minden  spon¬ 
sored  a  Fish  Fry  on  November  23.  Food 
was  served  in  the  Activities  Building  of 
the  church.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is 
pastor. 


Revival  services  were  held  at  Luting 
UMC  on  November  17-19.  The  Rev.  Doug 
deGraffereid,  pastor  of  the  Kenner  UMC, 
was  the  special  guest  preacher  for  the 
services.  Special  music  and  youth  night 
were  included.  Rev.  Tim  Lawson  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

A  covered  dish  dinner  honoring  the 
teachers  of  all  Mangum  Memorial  UMC 
programs  and  activities  was  held  on  No¬ 
vember  20.  The  youth  Department  pro¬ 
vided  the  program  and  the  parents 
Sunday  School  Class  hosted  the  celebra¬ 
tion. 

Revival  services  were  held  at  Lakeview 
UMC,  Shreveport  on  November  17.  Rev. 
Howard  B.  Childs  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  new  Bible  Study  Class  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade,  pastor, 
and  Dennis  Mardis,  Education  Director, 
has  started  at  Carrollton  UMC.  It  meets 


FUMC,  Crowley  is  preparing  for  a 
Christmas  play  this  season.  Participants 
will  include  children,  youth  and  adults. 
Rev.  Spiller  Milton  is  pastor. 

A  new  piano  was  dedicated  on  Novem¬ 
ber  17  to  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport.  This  do¬ 
nation  was  made  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
Maxyne  Threlkeld  by  her  friends  and 
family.  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons  is  pas¬ 
tor. 
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Bishop  Underwood  Will  Lead  Pastor- 
Parish  Relations  Committee  Workshops 


Members  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Revitalization  Committee  met 
with  Dr.  Ted  McEachern  to  discuss  target  areas  where  special  concerns  and  needs 
are  prevalent.  This  was  one  of  nine  such  meetings  held  throughout  the  state 


Special  Announcement 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  has  prepared 
a  special  Advent  message  for  use  in 
every  church  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  Churches  are  urged  to  use  this 
as  a  means  by  which  Bishop  Underwood 
can  greet  the  United  Methodists  of 
Louisiana  during  the  season  of  Advent. 

This  videotape  presentation  has  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  every  pastor  in 
the  Conference.  Clergy  and  laity 
alike  are  urged  to  view  this  pertinent 
message  from  our  resident  Bishop. 


Teacher  Training  Workshop  Conducted 


Teachers  from  throughout  the  conference  gathered  in  Baton  Rouge  for  a  Teacher- 
Training  Event  sponsored  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  This  group  of  teachers  being  led  by  Gina  Gilland  Osenbach 
from  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference  Countil  on  Ministries. 


Million-Dollar  Scholarship 
Fund  Established  at  Centenary 


Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of  Cente¬ 
nary  College,  has  announced  a  project 
that  will  eventually  produce  a  $1  million 
fund  to  provide  scholarships  for  out¬ 
standing  students. 

“The  fund  already  amounts  to  $600,000 
deriving  from  gifts  and  bequests  of  the 
late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  M.  Brown.  Jr.," 
Dr.  Webb  said.  “It  is  the  intention  of 
their  family  and  friends  to  build  the  fund 
to  $1  million.  I  cannot  conceive  of  a 
more  excellent  enterprise  in  terms  ei¬ 
ther  of  honoring  the  names  of  these  gi¬ 


ants  of  Centenary's  history,  or  of 
advancing  the  number  of  first-class  stu¬ 
dents  at  Centenary.” 

The  fund  will  be  designated  "The 
President's  Scholarships  Endowed 
Fund."  From  it,  half-tuition  scholarships 
at  Centenary  College  will  be  awarded  to 
students  with  a  minimum  grade  point 
average  of  3.0  and  a  minimum  ACT 
score  of  28  or  SAT  of  1250. 

Dr.  Webb  added,  "It  is  funds  like  this 
that  enable  Centenary  to  be  the  afford¬ 
able  liberal  arts  college  in  the  South!” 


oooc  msmnmm  mr 

The  United  Methodist  Church's 
Advance  Committee  has  approved  a 

a  total  of  more  than  $35.7  mil-  3 
lion  in  financial  support  for  g; 

162  mission  projects  around  the  § 
-  Miccirtnc  world,  including  $6  million  in  3 
?  IVI  loolV-JI  lo  miss  ionary:  salaries  . 
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During  the  month  of  December,  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  will  be  traveling 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  conducting  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee 
workshops  for  the  purpose  of  helping  those  who  are  members  of  this  important  group 
in  the  local  church  to  understand  more  clearly  their  responsibilities  and  the  relation¬ 
ship  that  they  have  to  the  Bishop  and  Cabinet.  This  unusual  opportunity  will  be  for  all 
local  church  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee  members  and  pastors 


DATE 

DISTRICT 

PLACE 

TIME 

Dec.  3 

NO/S  &  NO/H 

Rayne  Memorial 

7:00  p.m. 

Dec.  4 

BR/H  &  BR/L 

FUMC  Baton  Rouge 

7:00  p.m. 

Dec.  7 

Lake  Charles 

FUMC  Lake  Charles 

10:00  a  m. 

Dec.  10 

Alexandria 

FUMC  Alexandria 

7:00  p.m. 

Dec.  11 

Shreveport 

FUMC  Bossier  City 

7:00  p.m. 

Dec.  12 

Monroe /Ruston 

FUMC  Monroe 

7:00  p.m. 

Bishop  Underwood  has  devoted  many  hours  of  research  to  the  past  and  present  un¬ 
derstanding  and  functioning  of  the  Methodist  itinerant  ministry  At  the  workshops 
the  Bishop  will  present  a  paper  on,  “The  Covenant  Community.”  The  meaning  of  the 
consultative  process  and  related  issues  will  be  addressed.  A  time  for  questions  and 
answers  will  be  provided.  Time  will  also  be  scheduled  for  committee  members  and 
clergy  to  meet  in  separate  sessions.  A  service  of  “Sending  Forth"  will  conclude  the 
event. 


Before 


After 


Rev.  Jimmy  Pyles,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Pineville, 
shows  Rev.  William  Mayo,  Alexandria 
District  Superintendent,  and  Bishop  Wal¬ 
ter  Underwood,  the  destruction  to  their 
church  steeple  when  lightning  struck  it 
some  months  ago. 


A  new  steeple  was  recently  installed 
and  is  shown  being  placed  in  position  on 
top  of  the  church  sanctuary. 


Camphor  UMW  Reading  Program  a  Success 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Cam¬ 
phor  UMC  ordered  a  reading  program 
1985  booklet  for  each  member  of  the  unit 
early  in  the  year.  The  Reading  Program 
was  organized  in  May.  They  formed  a 
committee  with  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas 
acting  as  chairman. 

Thirteen  members  subscribed  to  Re¬ 


sponse  and  each  bought  4  books  under 
the  required  categories.  They  then 
formed  a  Reading  Program  Interest 
Group,  in  which  they  discussed  the  books 
for  the  summer  months. 

In  closing  the  program,  the  UMW 
group  recited  poems,  songs  and  drama¬ 
tized  one  or  two  lines  of  the  books 


Those  who  participated  were:  (top  photo,  left  to  right,  Doris  Carter,  Vivian  Tellis, 
Alvin  Eames,  Hattie  Melancon,  Mabel  Rowley,  and  Jim  Etta  Lee;  bottom  photo,  left 
to  right  —  Lee  Ethel  Patty,  Sallie  Belton,  Marion  Jones  and  Elizabeth  Thomas.  Oth¬ 
ers  who  participated  but  not  shown  were  Adele  Jackson  and  Erelene  Bradford. 


Death 

Rev.  Henry  Gage,  pastor  of  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church,  Opelousas,  for 
the  past  9  years,  died  at  age  63  on  No¬ 
vember  12.  Rev.  Gage  was  ordained  a 
deacon  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  in 
1963  and  an  elder  in  1965. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Editorial:  Psst,  have  you  heard 


about  God? . Page  2 

Bishops  thank  UMC 
for  hunger  response  . Page  4 
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Psst,  have  you  heard  about  God? 


A  clergyman  working  in  a  seemingly 
hopeless  city  slum  was  asked  why  he 
chose  to  toil  there.  He  replied,  "So  that 
the  rumor  of  God  may  not  completely 
disappear  from  here  .” 

That  story  occurred  to  us  as  we  re¬ 
viewed  last  week's  issue  of  the  Reporter. 
Most  of  the  news  articles  referred  to  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  Christians  in  complex  social 
and  political  situations  around  the  world. 

The  news  reports  did  not  routinely  in¬ 
dicate  that  efforts  are  being  made  in 
those  situations  to  keep  alive  the  "rumor 
of  God"— at  least  not  via  explicit  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  love  and  laws  of  God 

The  omission  of  such  reporting,  of 
course,  does  not  mean  that  such  efforts 
are  not  being  made.  But  we  were  troubled 
by  such  omissions  in  a  church  publication. 

As  we  struggled  with  our  uneasiness 
and  the  reasons  Christians  working  for 
peace,  human  rights,  etc.,  might  omit 
reference  to  God,  several  questions  oc¬ 
curred  to  us.  Those  include: 

•Should  God's  name  be  verbalized  by 
Christians  attempting  to  influence  hu¬ 
man  affairs  so  their  efforts  might  have 
maximum  credibility? 

•What  is  lost  if  no  reference  to  God  is 
made?  What,  if  anything,  might  be  gained? 

•When,  if  ever,  is  referring  to  God  or 
God’s  laws  as  the  basis  of  Christian  social 
.action  unnecessary  or  inappropriate? 

•Does  keeping  alive  the  "rumor  of 
God"  depend  more  on  what  Christians 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Seabrook,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  500  member-families  of  the 
Seabrook  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Seabrook,  Texas  (Texas  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Seabrook  we 
say,  “Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


say  or  on  what  Christians  do? 

Obviously,  Christians  have  struggled 
with  similar  questions  since  New  Testa¬ 
ment  times.  No  single  answer  has  ever 
satisfied  all  segments  of  the  church. 

Nevertheless,  both  "proclaiming  the 
faith"  and  "doing  the  faith"  should  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  necessary  to  a  full  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  Gospel.  Regrettably,  an 
emphasis  on  “doing"  today  tends  to  be  giv¬ 
en  a  misplaced  priority  over  "proclaiming" 
among  many  United  Methodist  Christians. 

Any  de-emphasis  of  explicitly  naming 
God  and  God’s  laws  as  the  basis  for 
Christian  life  and  action  is  highly  unfor¬ 
tunate  for  at  least  two  reasons. 

First,  stating  the  source  of  our  actions 
provides  a  needed  reminder,  both  for 
Christians  and  for  others,  of  what  is  dis¬ 
tinctive  about  a  Christian  way  of  life. 

Christians  are  not  simply  well-mean¬ 
ing  people  with  a  desire  to  do  good. 
Christian  actions  are  properly  rooted  in 
and  point  to  Christ’s  teachings  that  hu¬ 
man  life  should  be  based  on  the  love  of 
God  and  neighbor.  • 

Second,  Christians  cannot  realistically 
assume  that  other  people  recognize  acts 
of  compassion  or  justice  as  self-evident¬ 
ly  rooted  in  a  relationship  with  God. 

Such  an  assumption  would  be  a  tragic 
mistake  in  our  increasingly  secular 
world.  More  and  more  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple  live  with  no  reference  to  God.  Conse¬ 
quently,  we,  as  Christians,  need 
regularly  to  tell  why  we  seek  to  love  oth¬ 
ers,  why  we  work  for  human  peace  and 
justice  and  Who  calls  us  to  those  tasks. 

Identifying  God  as  the  source  of  our 
actions  makes  it  possible  for  others  to  be 
aware,  perhaps  for  the  first  time,  of  One 
who  speaks  to  our  deepest  personal  and 
social  needs. 

Telling  our  “story"  also  challenges 
others  to  hear  and  respond  to  God’s  call 
to  a  relationship  that  sustains  human  life 
when  social  and  political  solutions  to  the 
world’s  ills  fail. 

Whether  one  calls  that  “witnessing," 
“saving  souls”  or  keeping  alive  the  “ru¬ 
mor  of  God,"  our  effort  to  follow  Christ 
should  regularly  include  "naming  the 
Name  above  all  names." 

If  that  rumor’  is  not  to  disappear 
from  our  public  and  personal  lives,  each 
of  us  — including  the  Reporter  — must 
spread  it  through  deeds  and  words  that 
tell  a  skeptical  world  who  we  are,  Whose 
we  are  and  why. 
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By  GEORGE  ANDERSON 

After  reading  about  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  continuing  and  accelerat¬ 
ing  membership  decline,  I  am  ready  to 
make  an  accusation. 

It’s  like  I  had  been  playing  the  old  ta¬ 
ble  game  called  “Clue.”  I’ve  been  col¬ 
lecting  shreds  of  evidence  for  a  long 
time  in  my  mind.  Now  I  am  ready  to 
stake  my  continuation  in  the  game  on 
my  accusation. 

I  accuse  the  pastors  for  our  church’s 
massive  membership  decline.  (By  the 
way,  I’m  a  pastor,  so  the  finger  points  at 
me.) 

Obviously,  the  laypeople  aren’t  to 
blame  for  the  20-year  membership  loss, 
a  loss  of  more  than  1.5-million  members. 
The  laypeople  are  not  to  blame  because 
we  pastors  don’t  give  them  enough  pow¬ 
er  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
hold  them  responsible.  I  wish  we  did,  but 
we  don’t. 

Blame  the  bishops? 

I  would  like  to  be  able  to  blame  our 
membership  losses  on  the  bishops.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  I  think  they  should  take  responsi¬ 
bility  to  do  something  about  it.  But  I 
don’t  think  they  are  responsible  for  mak¬ 
ing  the  losses  happen. 

Actually,  the  bishops  are  us,  the 

My  Witness 


Here  I  Stand 

make  clergy  renewal 
remainder  of  1 980s 


preachers,  only  more  so.  We  get  the  bish¬ 
ops  we  deserve.  They  reflect  us.  We  put 
them  there.  (Perhaps  the  Lord  had  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it  also.) 

Blame  seminary  professors 
The  ones  I  have  personally  blamed  the 
most  over  the  years  are  the  seminary 
professors.  Old  Judge  Richardson,  our 
next  door  neighbor  ( 
when  I  was  growing 
up,  said  to  my  father 
when  I  left  for  semi¬ 
nary,  "If  the  kids’ 
faith  can  withstand 
seminary,  it  will  be  a 
wonder.”  It  took  me , 

years  to  get  over!  _ 

seminary.  George  Anderson 

But  blaming  the  seminary  professors 
for  our  membership  losses  is  like  blam¬ 
ing  our  children’s  rebellion  on  their 
grandparents.  There  comes  a  time  when 
we  have  to  assume  responsibility  for  our 
own  actions  regardless  of  the  inadequa¬ 
cy  of  our  preparation. 

The  ones  I  take  the  most  delight  in 
blaming  for  our  national  membership 
losses  are  the  heads  of  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  boards  and  agencies— particularly, 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  So- 


Naval  cruise  shows  God  at  work 


By  ROBERT  A.  LOTT 

I  have  heard  criticism,  especially  in 
Hawaii  where  a  great  number  of  our 
military  families  live,  of  the  impact  on 
life  standards  that  members  of  the  U.S. 
armed  forces  have  on  a  community  in 
which  they  live. 

Recently,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  be 
an  invited  guest  on  my  son’s  ship,  a  U.S. 
Navy  frigate,  on  its  voyage  from  Pearl 
Harbor  to  San  Francisco.  I  wish  that  ev¬ 
eryone  could  have  an  opportunity  like 
that! 

First,  I  witnessed  men  who  were  total¬ 
ly  dedicated  to  God  and  their  country.  I 
heard  very  little  “off  color”  language- 
in  fact,  less  than  I  have  heard  at  some  of 
our  youth  gatherings  in  the  church.  I  wit¬ 
nessed  no  actions  that  were  in  any  way 


offensive  or  degrading. 

Their  captain,  a  son  of  missionaries, 
who  had  served  in  the  Middle  East,  sup¬ 
ported  and  praised  his  men.  It  was  not 
uncommon  to  hear  him  report  over  the 
ship's  loudspeaker! 
system,  “You  have  I 
done  an  excellent ' 
job,  men.  I  am  proud  ( 
to  have  you!” 

No  alcoholic  bev-  > 
erages  of  any  kind 
are  allowed  aboard 
any  U.S.  Navy  ships.  t 
I  am  told  that  this  Robert  Lott 
country's  navy  is  among  the  very  few 
that  enforce  such  a  rule. 

When  we  arrived  in  San  Francisco,  the 
seamen  were  warned  that  any  action 


Church  must  hear  voices  of  all  minorities 


To  the  Editor: 

After  recently  attending  a  conference 
in  Chicago  on  ethnic  minority  churches,  I 
feel  I  must  write. 

I  really  found  out  who  the  majority  eth¬ 
nic  group  was  and  who  the  truly  small 
ethnic  group  was.  The  black  community  is 
the  majority,  and  Native  American  com¬ 
munity  is  the  small  minority. 

Only  18  Native  Americans  were  at  the 
conference.  Anglos  and  Hispanics  were 
in  between. 

I  was  ashamed  and  very  much  embar¬ 
rassed  to  see  the  chairman  had  not  one 
Native  America  on  the  program.  One  of 
the  very  last  times  the  whole  body  of  the 
conference  met,  the  chairman  was  caught 
off  guard,  and  there  was  nothing  asked 
from  this  group. 

As  an  afterthought,  he  asked  the  Native 
Americans  to  come  forward  and  give 
something  for  us  all  to  enjoy.  After  much 
coaxing  the  Native  Americans  went  for¬ 
ward,  and  after  much  discussion  among 
them,  for  nothing  was  organized  or 
planned,  decided  they  could  give  a  little 
song  that  we  would  all  recognize. 

I  myself  am  part  Native  American 
(Blackfoot).  I  could  feel  the  audience 
smirking  and  making  fun  of  these  beauti¬ 
ful  folk.  My  heart  was  crushed! 

If  the  church  is  to  be  the  church,  we  can 
do  no  less  than  love  all  people,  for  we  are 
all  a  part  of  the  family  of  our  heavenly 
Father.  Be  we  "red  and  yellow,  black  and 
white,  we  are  precious  in  His  sight,  Jesus 


— m'Al'JU'llVM 
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loves  the  little  children  of  the  world.” 

We  must  be  open  to  the  cries,  hurts  and 
needs  of  all  God’s  children  and  to  love 
them  as  our  brothers  and  sisters  from  our 
hearts,  not  just  via  lip  service.  Since  Jesus 
died  for  all  just  as  much  as  He  died  for  us, 
we  can  do  no  less  and  be  truly  Christian. 

LaVada  Desmond 
Winchester,  Illinois 

Church  should  set  example 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  headlined  "Sanctuary  move¬ 
ment  put  ‘on  trial’  ”  (see  UMR,  Oct  18)  was 
read  with  much  interest  and  concern. 

In  fact,  I  read  the  article  three  times 
to  be  sure  that  I  understood  both  sides. 

Of  all  the  institutions  in  America,  the 
church  should  set  an  example  for  all  of 
us!  If  our  liberal  church  leaders  choose 
not  to  obey  our  laws,  this  country  is  in 
worse  shape  than  I  had  ever  suspected. 

It  is  regrettable  that  some  of  our 
Methodist  churches  across  the  country 
are  involved  in  breaking  our  laws.  If  the 
leaders  who  are  involved  in  this  illegal 
activity  choose  to  go  their  way,  then  they 
should  expect  to  suffer  the  consequences. 

The  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  is  trying  to  do  a  job  of  enforcing 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  it  should 
be  commended  for  trying  to  do  the  right 
thing.  Why  tolerate  people  who  knowingly 
break  the  laws  of  our  country? 

I  am  aware  that  one  can  prove  almost 
anything  by  quoting  from  the  Bible,  and 
I  shall  try  to  do  so  by  quoting  from  the 
“Living  Bible,”  Romans  13:1-2: 

“Obey  the  government,  for  God  is  the 
one  who  has  put  it  there.  There  is  no  gov¬ 
ernment  anywhere  that  God  has  not 
placed  in  power.  So  those  who  refuse  to 
obey  the  laws  of  the  land  are  refusing  to 
obey  God,  and  punishment  will  follow." 


The  King  James  version  of  the  Bible 
will  be  slightly  different,  but  it  has  the 
same  meaning. 

Fred  A.  Rheney 
Smyrna,  Georgia 

Proper  recognition  given 

To  the  Editor: 

Stephen  L.  Swecker  did  exceedingly 
well  in  his  interpretive  analysis  of  the 
fall  meeting  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (see  UMR,  Nov.  11). 

I  am  particularly  pleased  he  men¬ 
tioned  Peggy  Billings,  Bishop  Edsel  Am¬ 
mons,  Bishop  LeRoy  Hadopp  and  Bishop 
Roy  Sano. 

I  have  always  thought  these  four  peo¬ 
ple  represent  the  best  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  They  have  high  moral 
character,  good  moral  judgment  and 
great  moral  courage. 

I  have  always  thought  “synergy"  was 
a  manifestation  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Woodrow  Seals 
Houston,  Texas 

Do  we  need  new  hymnal? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  new  hymnals  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  I  believe  the  wrong 
question  is  being  asked. 

We  should  be  asking,  “Do  we  urgently 
need  new  hymnals?”  not,  “What  hymns 
should  be  in  a  new  book?” 

My  heart  just  isn’t  into  new  hymnals 
and  all  the  expenses  it  will  incur  when 
the  world’s  needs  are  so  great  and  so 
heartbreaking. 

The  hymnals  in  our  church  are  still  in 
good  physical  condition  (granted  they 
don’t  have  all  the  songs  all  would  like), 
and  years  down  the  road,  I  would  be 
proud  to  be  holding  and  singing  from  an 
old  battered  hymnal  if  I  knew  it  was  be- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


cause  some  battered  wife  had  been 
helped  with  the  money  our  church  would 
have  spent  for  new  hymnals. 

Do  other  United  Methodists  across  the 
United  States  feel  this  way,  too?  Or  will  we 
really  know  as  the  “presses  are  sent  to  roll,” 
and  it  won’t  really  matter  how  we  feel  or 
how  we  wish  our  money  to  be  spent? 

Priscilla  J.  Connor 
Winthrop,  Maine 

Holiday  injustice  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

How  come  our  schools  can  celebrate 
satanism  of  Halloween  (ghosts,  goblins, 
monsters)  and  schools  have  Halloween 
parties,  but  Christmas,  Easter  and  Good 
Friday  can’t  even  be  mentioned,  let 
alone  celebrated? 

Christians  need  to  make  sure  these  in¬ 
justices  aren’t  allowed.  Even  if  schools 
can't  celebrate  the  Christian  aspects  of 
Easter  and  Christmas,  they  should  ob¬ 
serve  them  in  traditional  ways. 

Gary  McCartney 
Casselberry,  Florida 

Why  only  cable  TV? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  pleased  to  see  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  to  have  a  television  show  of 
their  own  at  last— sounds  most  interest¬ 
ing  (see  UMR,  Oct.  18). 

Perhaps  I  don’t  understand  the  logis¬ 
tics  of  it  all,  but  why  only  on  cable  tele¬ 
vision?  Many  of  us  live  in  our  areas 
beyond  the  reach  of  cable. 

What  is  wrong  with  scheduling  the 
shows  on  commercial  television  or  the 
Public  Broadcasting  Service? 

Hope  to  see  something  there,  too— 
soon! 

Deri  Eberhard 
Salem,  Ohio 


that  would  bring  criticism  upon  the 
Navy  would  not  be  tolerated. 

On  Sunday,  I  was  asked  by  the  captain 
if  I  would  conduct  a  worship  service 
aboard  the  ship.  I  gladly  consented  and 
offered  a  Wesley  Order  of  Morning 
Prayer  and  Holy  Communion. 

I  shared  a  cabin  with  a  professor  from 
the  University  of  Chicago,  who  had  been 
asked  by  the  Navy  to  teach  English  for 
seamen  who  needed  either  high  school  or 
college  credits. 

One  evening  I  overheard  this  professor 
talking  with  a  young  seaman  about  why 
he  had  joined  the  Navy.  The  seaman 
shared  that  he  had  joined  the  Navy  to  try 
to  turn  his  life  around. 

Before  joining,  he  had  problems  with 
alcohol  and  drugs  and  now  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  a  new  way  of  life  that  would  help 
him  overcome  these  problems. 

The  professor  offered  him  the  advice 
that  he  could  turn  his  life  around  with 
faith  in  God  and  a  deep  commitment  to 
this  new  life.  He  offered  to  counsel  with 
him  at  any  time. 

In  the  evening,  sitting  on  deck  under 
the  canopy  of  stars,  I  came  to  the  real¬ 
ization  that  God  surely  works  in  marvel¬ 
ous  ways.  Some  of  those  ways  are  more 
effective  than  in  a  church  setting. 

Yes,  we  are  all  for  "peace  and  jus¬ 
tice."  That  theme  belongs  to  the  military 
as  well  as  to  the  church. 

I  pray  that  God  will  continue  to  work 
through  those  people  who  have  offered 
themselves  as  guarantors  of  the  freedom 
that  we  so  readily  enjoy. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  A.  Lott,  is  pastor  of  Palolo  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
( California-Pacific  conference). 


ciety. 

Yet,  the  national  United  Methodist 
boards  and  agencies  are  not  directly  cul¬ 
pable  for  our  losses.  Blaming  them  is 
like  blaming  the  community  for  my  own 
failures.  Let’s  face  it,  most  of  our  people 
don’t  even  know  that  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  exists. 

So  the  only  ones  left  to  blame  are  the 
pastors.  I  blame  us.  And  I’m  willing  to 
assume  my  part  of  the  responsibility. 

Let  me  be  clear 

Let  me  be  clear  on  what  the  problem 
is:  We,  the  pastors,  are  not  winning  souls 
to  Christ  and  teaching  our  people  to  do 
the  same. 

There,  I  said  it.  And  in  so  doing,  I’m 
afraid  I  just  turned  a  lot  of  people  off. 
But  I  can’t  help  it.  I  don’t  care  to  dance 
around  the  problem  and  disguise  whaj  I 
am  saying  with  more  inclusive  language. 

Not  only  are  we  not  winning  souls  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  His  Kingdom,  but  often 
we  ourselves  are  not  sure  of  our  own  sal¬ 
vation. 

I  truly  believe  that  the  pastors  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  the  key  to 
stopping  our  membership  loss  and  to  re¬ 
newal  within  our  denomination.  And- re¬ 
newal  can  only  be  sparked  by  our  oyvn 
renewal. 

Pastors  need  new  life 
Let  me  put  it  as  directly  as  I  can:  The 
pastors  need  new  life  in  Christ.  We  need 
Jesus.  We  need  to  be  led  and  empowered 
by  His  Holy  Spirit. 

And  having  received  His  anointing,  we 
must  respond  to  His  call  to  "go  and 
make  disciples"  with  Isaiah’s  response, 
“Here  am  I,  send  me.” 

That  is  a  natural  priority  for  pastors 
really  alive  in  their  faith.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  this  renewal,  in  itself,  would 
stop  and  then  reverse  our  membership 
loss. 

We  must  get  serious 
A  reversal  of  the  membership  slide 
does  not  require  us  to  stop  our  social  in¬ 
volvements,  our  political  involvemehts, 
our  agendas  or  our  programs.  What  is 
required  is  that  we  get  serious  about 
conversion. 

And  since  it  has  been  a  long  time  since 
we  were  serious  about  it,  the  process  will 
probably  have  to  start  with  conversion 
of  the  preachers. 

If  the  bishops  really  want  to  reverse 
the  membership  loss,  they  will  help  the 
preachers  to  make  the  finding  of  their 
own  personal  salvation  a  No.  1  priority 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
rest  of  this  decade. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  Con¬ 
tributor,  the  Rev.  George  Andersonr  is 
pastor  of  Mount  Oak  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mitchellville,  Md.  (Baltimore 
conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Toppled  tree  symbolizes  love  of  God 


On  the  wall  of  my  office  is  a  framed 
photograph  of  a  leaning  oak  tree. 

The  focal  point  in  the  foreground  is  the 
underside  of  a  tree.  The  long  slender 
trunk  slopes  back  sharply  from  the  pro¬ 
truding  base  and  rests  against  another 
tree  a  few  yards  away.  A  rustic  fence  of 
loosely  piled  stones  runs  between  the 
two  trees  and  the  thick  woods  of  the 
background. 

Photographically,  the  picture  has  merit. 
But  the  leaning  tree  is  more  to  me  than 
the  subject  of  an  interesting  picture. 

Several  years  ago,  I  discovered  the 
tree  at  the  Methodist  camp.  Sierra  Lin¬ 
da,  near  Monterrey,  Mexico.  I  first  no¬ 
ticed  the  stub  of  the  root  system  that  had 
been  ripped  from  the  shallow,  rocky  soil 
of  the  mountain  side. 

Broken  roots  dangled  unprotected  and 
shriveling  on  the  tilted  base.  Larger 
roots  still  held  fast  the  stones  they  had 
pulled  out  of  the  ground  as  the  tree  went 
over. 

My  first  reaction  on  surveying  the 
damage  was  to  wonder  whether  the  tree 
could  continue  to  live  with  only  a  few 
roots  on  the  under  rim  of  the  trunk  re¬ 
maining  in  the  ground. 

Then  looking  further,  I  was  surprised 
and  pleased  to  see  evidence  that  the  tree 
was  not  only  alive  but  thriving.  Small 
shoots  of  new  growth  sprouted  in  profu¬ 
sion  all  along  the  topside  of  the  inclined 
trunk. 

I  immediately  felt  an  identification 


with  the  toppled  tree. 

“That  tree  is  me,”  I  thought.  "It  tells 
my  story." 

That  thought  was  quickly  followed  by 
another.  If  the  tree  spoke  for  me,  then  it 
also  told  a  story  fori 
many  people  whol 
find  themselves  fac¬ 
ing  disappointing  I 
circumstances  be¬ 
yond  their  control. 

In  my  case,  the! 
tree  symbolically  I 
told  of  a  marriage! 
planted  in  rocky  soil  Roberta  Sappington 
that  succumbed  to  storms,  ripping  out 
deep  roots  and  leaving  them  dangling, 
vulnerable  and  sensitive. 

It  told  of  Christian  friends  who  had 
reached  out,  broken  my  "fall"  and  en¬ 
couraged  me. 

Most  importantly,  it  was  an  optimistic 
reminder  of  new  joys  and  opportunities 
for  growth  and  service  God  had  placed 
in  my  life. 

The  message  would  be  the  same.  I 
thought,  for  someone  facing  the  death  of 
a  loved  one,  a  handicapping  illness,  or  a 
human  or  natural  disaster. 

Forced  to  lean  against  its  neighbor, 
the  wounded  tree  dug  into  the  hillside 
with  the  roots  it  had  left.  It  submitted  to 
the  awkard  posture  of  its  circumstances 
and  triumphantly  put  forth  more  new 
growth  than  it  would  have  in  its  normal, 
perpendicular  position. 


The  tree  became  my  symbol— a  con¬ 
tinual  reminder  to  do  my  best  in  circum¬ 
stances  I  might  not  choose  or  want, 
joyfully  making  the  most  of  the  unex¬ 
pected  opportunities  at  hand. 

On  a  recent  trip  to  the  camp,  I  visited 
the  tree  again.  It  still  leans  against  the 
tree  that  broke  its  fall  as  it  did  when  I 
first  discovered  it.  God  had  not  set  it  up¬ 
right  again. 

But  the  upturned  base,  once  so  ex¬ 
posed  and  noticeable,  is  now  smoothed 
over  with  a  mossy  cover  and  nearly  hid¬ 
den  by  vegetation  growing  up  around  it. 
Scars  of  the  storm  are  scarcely  visible. 
The  tree  now  blends  into  the  forest. 

As  I  noted  the  changes,  I  realized  that 
a  similar  ongoing  process  of  healing  has 
been  taking  place  in  my  own  life,  too. 

It  made  me  aware  of  God’s  provision 
for  the  slow  process  of  "mossing  over" 
for  our  emotional  hurts  and  bruises. 

Again  it  reminded  me  that  God  places 
Christians  near  people  who  need  help 
just  as  he  placed  a  tree  in  position  to 
catch  and  support  the  fallen  one. 

As  Christians  we  need  always  to  re¬ 
member  how  important  it  is  for  us  to  al¬ 
low  God  to  use  us  to  reach  out  to  victims 
of  life's  myriad  storms  and  support  them 
in  their  personal  crises. 

We  need  also  to  remember  in  our  own 
“toppled  tree"  experiences  that  such 
people  are  near  and  that  God’s  love, 
through  them,  is  available  to  us. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
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Bishops  accept  responsibility  to  stop  membership  decline 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Associate  Editor 

WICHITA,  Kan. -The  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  has  accepted  responsibility  for  stop¬ 
ping  United  Methodism’s  21-year 
membership  decline. 

The  60  active  and  nearly  50  retired 
episcopal  leaders  meeting  Nov.  9-15  read 
In  unison  a  pledge  "to  hold  one  another 
accountable”  for  bringing  more  people 
into  Christian  fellowship. 

“We  confess  with  heavy  .hearts  that 
some  of  us  have  been  unabld  to  lead  our 
pastors  and  people  to  the  level  of  effec¬ 
tiveness  whereby  all  the  church  can 
grow,"  the  bishops  prayed  in  a  public 
covenant  service. 

Membership,  which  now  stands  at  9.2 
million  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico,  peaked  in  1964  and  has  declined 
each  year  since. 

In  contrast,  membership  outside  the 
'  United  States,  especially  in  Africa,  has 
grown  and  now  is  said  to  be  approaching 
I  million. 

The  leadership  commitment  came  in 
'  response  to  a  report  by  the  council’s  spe¬ 
cial  committee  on  membership. 

The  bishops  appointed  the  14-member 
panel  in  1984  to  map  out  strategies  to  in¬ 
crease  United  Methodist  membership  to 
20  million  by  1992.  The  1984  General 
Conference,  the  denomination’s  highest 
'  -governing  body,  set  that  goal. 

Importance  is  in  the  heart 

,  "What  we  do  in  our  hearts  today  is  of 
;  litmost  importance,”  said  Bishop  Rich¬ 


ard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area),  chairman 
of  the  growth  group.  "What  we  do  on  pa¬ 
per  is  of  little  importance.” 

Bishop  Wilke  appealed  to  his  fellow 
bishops  for  "decisive  action  with  strong 
administrative  follow  through  ." 

"Until  we,  as  bishops  of  the  church, 
become  deadly  serious  about  the  well¬ 
being  of  the  local  church,  all  the  reports, 
all  the  diagnostic  articles,  all  the 
screams  in  the  night  will  be  of  no  avail," 
he  said. 

The  bishops  committed  themselves  to 
stopping  decline  in  membership  during 
1986.  They  accepted  responsibility  for 
developing  ways  to  show  a  net  member¬ 
ship  gain  for  the  denomination  of  50,000 
in  1987  and  100,000  in  1988. 

Those  goals  will  be  extremely  difficult 
to  reach,  Bishop  Wilke  warned.  "Church- 
school  figures  generally  precede  church 
growth  by  three  years,”  he  said.  "The 
1984  data  show  continuing  church  school 
decline. 

"If  we  are  able  to  stop  the  decline  next 
year,  we  will  reverse  our  statistical  ex¬ 
perience  over  the  past  40  years.” 

Eight-point  strategy  adopted 

To  buck  the  trend,  the  bishops  adopted 
an  eight-point  strategy.  It  calls  for 
growth  goals  in  each  local  church;  a  sys¬ 
tem  for  keeping  track  of  members  who 
move;  new  congregations,  particularly 
among  ethnic  groups;  and  consultations 
on  church  revitalization  in  each  of  the 
five  U.S.  regional  jurisdictions.  Those 


consultations  are  to  be  led  by  pastors  of 
growing  congregations. 

Each  bishop  now  must  make  sure  ac¬ 
tions  to  increase  membership  are  taken 
in  his  or  her  area,  Bishop  Wilke  told  the 
Reporter 

"We  must  make  sure  these  things  are 
done  fast."  he  said. "We  must  do  what  we 
say  we  are  going  to  do— for  example, 
make  sure  every  church  sets  a  (member¬ 
ship)  goal." 

To  help  local  churches  set  goals,  the 
bishops  will  send  each  congregation  a  30- 
question  "local  church  growth  inven¬ 
tory.” 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  developed  the  questionnaire  "to  stir 
each  congregation  to  look  at  how  effec¬ 
tively  it  is  organized  to  attract  people," 
the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Gallen  told  the  bish¬ 
ops.  He  is  a  consultant  at  the  mission 
board. 

The  inventory  asks  about  membership 
classes,  preparatory  membership  lists, 
prospective  membership  lists  and  adult 
church-school  classes.  The  questionnaire 
asks  churches  to  set  goals  for  member¬ 
ship,  church-school  attendance  and  par¬ 
ticipation  in  youth  fellowships  and  other 
special  groups. 

Pastors  and  lay  leaders  of  each  con¬ 
gregation  are  to  complete  the  question¬ 
naire  and  return  it  to  their  bishop  by 
Jan.  31, 1986. 

Prospective  member  lists  absent 

Bishop  Wilke  noted  in  his  report  to  the 
council  that  in  1984  some  42  percent  of 


the  nearly  38,000  local  United  Methodist 
congregations  had  no  prospective  mem¬ 
ber  lists. 

That  means  there  wasn't  even  a 
membership  envelope  with  the  name  of 
John  Jones  on  it  to  pray  for  with  the 
hope  that  he  would  become  a  Christian." 
Bishop  Wilke  said.  "As  supervising  pas¬ 
tors,  we  must  take  that  seriously." 

Further,  the  bishop  noted,  about  60 
percent  of  United  Methodist  churches 
had  no  confirmation  classes  in  1984,  and 
about  38  percent  received  no  members 
on  confession  of  faith. 

"It  is  time  for  a  hands-on,  concrete  at¬ 
tack  on  the  (membership)  problem  if  we 
are  once  again  to  train  and  receive  new 
members,  disciple  the  unchurched  and 
hold  members  in  active  relationship 
within  our  communities  of  faith,”  Bishop 
Wilke  said. 

Telephone  ‘hotline’  endorsed 

As  a  tool  to  keep  members  active  in 
local  churches,  the  bishops  endorsed  a 
national  telephone  "hotline"  to  keep 
track  of  United  Methodists  who  move 
from  one  state  to  another  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  27). 

The  church  leaders  also  agreed  to  es¬ 
tablish  similar  systems  within  their  epis¬ 
copal  areas.  Those  local  operations 
would  help  keep  track  of  members  who 
move  within  cities  or  regions. 

"We  think  we  lose  200,000  to  250,000 
(members)  a  year  who  simply  move 
away,"  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

Using  the  "hotline”  and  local  systems 


to  alert  churches  in  the  “receiving"  city 
about  the  new  arrivals  could  cut  that 
loss  by  as  much  as  100,000,  he  said.  The 
notices  would  allow  congregations  to 
contact  new  arrivals  and  invite  them  to 
church. 

Bishop  Wilke  said  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  mandate  to  double  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  membership  by  1992  had  jolted 
church  leaders  out  of  their  apathy.  The 
goal  had  turned  a  spotlight  on  growth. 

But  he  termed  any  idea  that  member¬ 
ship  trends  had  changed  "a  myth." 

"We  have  not  bottomed  out,"  he  said. 
"We  are  not  through  ‘cleaning  the  rolls.’ 
We  have  not  turned  the  corner.” 

Bishop  Wilke  noted  that  partial  re¬ 
ports  indicated  that  1985  would  be  the 
21st  straight  year  of  net  membership 
loss. 

Even  the  denomination's  missional 
priority  of  strengthening  the  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  local  church  is  showing  little  suc¬ 
cess,  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

Between  1974  and  1982,  he  said,  the 
number  of  black  United  Methodists  in¬ 
creased  by  only  2,265,  or  about  1  percent 

Hispanic  membership  went  up  only 
233  during  the  same  period,  he  said.  Na¬ 
tive  American  numbers  fell  666. 

Only  the  127  percent  membership 
jump  in  Asian  churches— mostly  Kore¬ 
an— runs  counter  to  the  denomination¬ 
wide  trends,  he  said. 

Koreans  think  it  can  be  done 

“This  fantastic  growth  is  almost  self¬ 
generated,”  Bishop  Wilke  said.  "The 


whole  reason  this  (membership)  commit¬ 
tee  exists  is  because  of  the  Koreans 
bringing  this  ridiculous  (20-million-mem¬ 
ber)  motion  to  the  last  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

"They  actually  thought  it  could  be 
done." 

One  Asian  bishop— Paul  L.  A.  Grana- 
dosin  of  the  Baguio,  Philippines,  Area  — 
said  during  discussion  of  the  member¬ 
ship  committee  report  that  the  goal 
could  be  reached  if  the  denomination 
would  count  growth  in  the  overseas  con¬ 
ferences. 

"We  are  growing,”  he  said. "We  should 
be  included, 

"The  secret  is  the  quality  of  preachers 
we  now  produce.  The  evangelistic  fervor 
is  missing  from  churches  in  the  United 
States  from  what  I  have  experienced.” 

Retired  Bishop  Joel  McDavid  said  he 
thought  many  U.S.  pastors  didn’t  know 
how  to  make  churches  grow. 

"For  more  than  20  years  we  have  been 
losing  members,"  he  said.  "That  means 
we  have  a  whole  generation  of  pastors 
who  do  not  know  how  to  evangelize." 

Bishop  Felton  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Area)  noted  that  church  law  gave  bish¬ 
ops  the  power  to  make  pastors  explain 
why  they  had  brought  no  new  people  to 
Christ  during  a  year.  He  urged  other  bis¬ 
hops  to  start  exercising  that  authority. 

Bishop  Wilke  said  after  the  discussion 
that  his  committee  would  be  examining 
the  accountability  question  and  consider¬ 
ing  ways  to  train  and  motivate  pastors 
for  church  growth. 


Doctrinal  panel  told: 


perspective 


Find  world 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DALLAS— A  statement  of  doctrine  for 
a  religious  body  "that  makes  reasonably 
good  sense  for  Western-  or  European- 
oriented  WASPs  will  not  do  for  the  Unit- 
.  ed  Methodist  Church  in  1988,”  a  senior 
theologian  and  Wesley  scholar  in  the  de¬ 
nomination  told  a  study  panel  Nov.  17.  . 

Rather,  said  Professor  Albert  C. 
Outler,  "the  enormous  crisis  of  cultural 
reversal”  today  calls  for  a  "global  theo¬ 
logical  perspective”  formulated  in  conti¬ 
nuity  with  Methodist  doctrinal  history. 

“Clearly,”  the  Wesley  scholar  said, 
"United  Methodists  cannot  be  command- 
.  ed  to  believe  this,  that  or  anything;  but 
they  can  be  persuaded  to  repossess  their 
,  heritage  by  norms  taprooted  in  the 
.  Christian  tradition,  as  it  in  turn  is  tap- 
;  rooted  in  Scripture.” 

Dr.  Outler,  now  retired  from  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  spoke  during  a  Nov.  15-17 
meeting  of  the  29-member  committee 
-  charged  with  revising  the  statements  of 
basic  United  Methodist  doctrine  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline. 


1972  document  criticized 
,  ,  Dr.  Outler  chaired  the  panel  that 
drafted  the  present  statement  adopted  in 
.1972.  That  statement  has  come  under  in¬ 
creasing  criticism  in  recent  years,  espe- 
•  cially  from  the  "Good  News”  movement 
within  the  denomination. 

Acting  in  response  to  approximately 
500  petitions,  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  ordered  the  drafting  of  a  new  state¬ 
ment  that  will  be  brought  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Riley  B.  Case,  a  district  su¬ 
perintendent  in  Marion,  Ind.,  who  is 
closely  identified  with  “Good  News,” 
presented  a  paper  to  the  study  panel 
here  charging,  “Unfortunately,  the  (1972) 
statement  has  failed  to  live  up  to  its  bill¬ 
ing.  The  denomination  is  in  a  state  of 
doctrinal  disarray." 

The  present  formulation,  Dr.  Case 
said,  "has  served  to  make  doctrine  irrel¬ 
evant.”  Support  of  “theological  plural¬ 
ism”  in  the  statement,  he  continued,  has 
led  to  “indifferentism,”  a  view  “that 
there  are  no  essential  doctrines.” 

In  his  opening  address  to  the  meeting 
Dr.  Outler  called  pluralism  a  matter  of 
“historic  Methodist  thought."  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  founder  of  Methodism,  “freely  al¬ 
lowed  for  doctrinal  pluralism  as  a 
principle  and  clearly  spelled  out  the  lim¬ 
its  of  that  pluralism,"  he  asserted. 

He  termed  this  pluralism  “a  matter  of 
conscience”  and  "a  recognition  of  diver¬ 
sity  in  unity  and  a  sincere  acknowledg¬ 
ment  and  unfeigned  respect  for  people 
who  had  not  been  included  in  the  recent 


theological  life  of  mainstream  American 
Methodism." 

‘Right  wing  room’  seemed  right 

Reflecting  on  the  work  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  he  headed,  Dr.  Outler  said  that  it 
"seemed  right”  to  “make  room  for  the 
Methodist  right  wing,”  which  “up  to  that 
time  had  been  generally  marginalized  by 
the  liberal  Methodist  establishment." 

What  is  needed  now.  Dr.  Outler  contin¬ 
ued,  "and  what  would  be  welcomed  by  a 
sizable  majority,  I  think,  is  a  consensus 
as  to  doctrinal  standards  and  a  guide  to 
the  theological  process  by  which  the  doc¬ 
trinal  standards  could  be  taken  seriously 
enough  to  act  as  standards  rather  than 
as  monuments." 

The  1968-72  commission  that  drafted 
the  present  statement  proceeded,  Dr. 
Outler  quipped,  in  a  way  “typically 
Methodist— topsails  billowing  with  good 
feeling  and  a  very  light  ballasting  of  tra¬ 
dition  in  the  hull." 

Dr.  Case,  in  presenting  his  paper,  said 
that  the  “concept  of  pluralism  is  all  right 
but  the  word  must  be  changed.  " 

Another  speaker  closely  identified 
with  “Good  News,”  Professor  Paul  A. 
Mickey  of  Duke  University  Divinity 
School,  said  he  believes  the  principle  of 
theological  pluralism  spelled  out  in  the 
1972  statement  has  “created  a  new  con¬ 
fessional  orthodoxy  unintended  by  the 
commission”  that  is  “misunderstood  and 
applied  across  the  church.” 

Pluralism,  Dr  Mickey  charged,  “is 
more  a  statement  about  sociological 
norms  than  theological  norms.” 

Presentations  invited 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida 
Area),  who  chairs  the  study  committee, 
said  Dr.  Case  and  Dr.  Mickey  were  invit¬ 
ed  to  present  papers  so  that  the  perspec¬ 
tive  of  “Good  News”  could  be  heard 
fully,  since  it  was  largely  responsible  for 
the  committee’s  being  created. 

A  third  paper,  on  the  theme  of  “theol¬ 
ogy  as  a  part  of  the  church's  existence," 
was  prepared  for  the  meeting  by  Dr. 
Thomas  A.  Langford  of  Duke  University. 

Dr.  Langford,  a  former  dean  of  Duke 
Divinity  School,  characterized  theology 
as  "the  rational  aspect  of  the  human  re¬ 
sponse  to  God.” 

Theology,  he  said,  encompasses  dog¬ 
ma,  the  “foundation  of  the  church”;  doc¬ 
trine,  "the  grasp  of  the  church";  and 
exploration,  “the  reach  of  the  church.” 

In  carrying  out  its  work,  Dr.  Outler 
cautioned  the  panel,  “you  will  have  more 
interested  readers  outside  the  United 
Methodist  Church  than  within,  if  our  ex¬ 
perience  (in  1968-72)  is  any  guide.” 


Changes  made  in  UM  law 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WICHITA,  Kan. -The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  Nov.  12  certi¬ 
fied  three  changes  in  church  law. 

One  change  gives  diaconal  ministers 
an  automatic  vote  in  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences.  The  bishops  certi¬ 
fied  that  an  amendment  granting  diac¬ 
onal  ministers  automatic  voting  status 
as  lay  members  of  annual  conferences 
had  received  an  83  percent  “yes”  count 
last  summer  by  annual  conferences.  A  67 
percent  margin  was  needed  for  approval. 

A  measure  establishing  that  the  de¬ 
nomination  is  not  a  legal  entity  liable 
for  the  action  of  its  constitutent  confer¬ 
ences  netted  a  98  percent  positive  vote 
and  thus  became  part  of  church  law. 

An  amendment  making  clear  the  de¬ 
nomination  doesn’t  hold  title  to  local 
churches  or  other  property  also  passed 
with  a  98  percent  “yes"  vote.  That  pro¬ 
vision  says  individual  annual  confer¬ 
ences  or  church  agencies  hold  title  to 
property  "in  trust"  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

All  three  changes  take  effect  imme¬ 
diately. 

Ballots  on  the  amendments  were 
cast  between  April  and  August  by  dele¬ 


gates  to  the  denomination’s  105  region¬ 
al  governing  bodies  around  the  world. 
Results  were  sent  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  for  tabluation. 
To  pass,  amendments  must  receive  a 
positive  vote  on  two-thirds  of  the  ag¬ 
gregate  ballots  cast. 

The  diaconal  ministry  right-to-vote 
proposal  was  the  only  amendment  fac¬ 
ing  more  than  token  opposition.  The 
measure  won  by  at  least  a  simple  ma¬ 
jority  in  68  of  the  74  U.S.  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  earlier  reports  indicated  (see 
UMR,  July  19). 

The  constitutional  change  makes  the 
status  of  diaconal  ministers  consistent 
across  the  denomination.  Thirty-seven 
conferences  had  already  granted  vot¬ 
ing  rights  to  diaconal  ministers  as  lay 
members.  Diaconal  ministers  usually 
fill  jobs  in  local  churches  such  as  pro¬ 
gram  director,  music  director,  Chris¬ 
tian  education  director  or  business 
manager. 

Diaconal  ministers  are  consecrated, 
not  ordained,  and  are  not  subject  to  an¬ 
nual  appointment  by  a  bishop.  Instead, 
diaconal  ministers  secure  their  own 
employment. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


4 Papa 9  production  brings 
Christian  values  to  screen 


DALLAS — Robert  Pine  and  Georgia  Engel  star  in  the  new  movie  ‘‘Papa 
Was  a  Preacher.”  The  movie,  set  in  the  1950s,  is  based  on  Alyene  Porter’s 
best-selling  book  about  life  as  a  Methodist  preacher’s  kid.  The  idea  for  the 
movie  was  initiated  by  a  United  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife. 

UM-related  maternity  unit 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

A  United  Methodist-related  maternity 
hospital  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  will  be  closed 
July  1986  because  cost  of  liability  insur¬ 
ance  for  the  hospital  has  more  than  dou¬ 
bled  and  because  of  fears  of  expanding 
liability  against  the  church. 

Officials  say  insurance  rates  at  New¬ 
ark  Maternity  Hospital  rose  sharply  as  a 
result  of  five  malpractice  suits  filed  against 
the  hospital  during  the  past  four  years. 

Newark  is  the  only  UM  mission  hospi¬ 
tal  to  specialize  in  obstetrics. 

The  decision  to  sever  ties  between  the 
hospital  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  National  Program  Division 
came  at  the  board’s  meeting  last  month. 
The  decision  followed  a  futile  yearlong 
search  by  both  the  mission  agency  and 
officials  at  the  hospital  for  adequate,  af¬ 
fordable  malpractice  insurance. 

Association  felt  risky 

In  addition,  the  National  Division  had 
been  advised  by  its  legal  counsel  that 
even  if  adequate  insurance  were  ob¬ 
tained,  association  with  the  hospital 
"was  too  dangerous  and  put  the  entire 
church  at  risk,"  explained  Lula  Garrett, 
a  National  Division  staff  executive  for 
institutional  and  voluntary  ministries. 

Concern  for  the  church’s  liability 
stems  from  two  suits  brought  against  the 
hospital  but  settled  out  of  court  over  the 
past  two  years— one  for  $1.4  million,  the 
other  for  $500,000  — explained  Gretchen 
Srigley,  executive  director  of  the  32-bed 
hospital. 

Another  case  brought  to  court  was  won 
by  the  hospital;  two  cases  are  pending. 

Following  the  first  suit  last  year,  set¬ 
tled  for  $500,000,  a  team  of  advisers  was 
sent  by  the  National  Division  to  Newark 
Hospital  to  study  the  situation.  The  team 
made  two  recommendations,  Mrs.  Srig¬ 
ley  said:  first,  that  the  hospital  establish 
its  own  board  of  directors  (it  was  gov¬ 
erned  by  a  board  that  also  oversaw  an 
adjoining  United  Methodist-related  day¬ 
care  center,  community  center  and 
thrift  store);  secondly,  that  the  hospital 
hire  a  full-time  medical  director. 

Both  recommendations  were  carried 


out,  but  that  still  did  not  result  in  mark¬ 
edly  lower  malpractice  insurance  rates. 

Further,  it  was  determined  that  the 
National  Division  was  "too  closely  tied 
to  the  hospital,"  This  relationship  with 
the  hospital  might  make  the  entire 
church  liable  for  what  appears  to  be 
“continuing  law  suits  coming  from  New¬ 
ark,"  said  Ms.  Garrett 

Other  institutions  jeopardized 

Newark  is  covered  under  a  “blanket" 
malpractice  policy  that  includes  three 
other  UM-related  medical  facilities— 
Redbird  Hospital  in  Beverly,  Ky.;  Sew¬ 
ard  Nursing  Home  in  Seward,  Alaska; 
and  Brooks-Howell  Nursing  Home  in 
Asheville,  N.C. 

Ms.  Garrett  explained  that  “our  legal 
counsel  advised  us  that  suits  from  New¬ 
ark  were  jeopardizing  coverage  for  all 
the  institutions." 

"We  had  no  choice  but  to  go  to  the  lo¬ 
cal  board  at  Newark  last  year  and  ask 
them  to  supply  the  additional  insurance 
needed  to  cover  them  adequately."  she 
explained.  Newark  officials  agreed  and 
obtained  an  additional  $1  million-per-pa- 
tient  policy  for  a  year.  Soon,  however, 
the  National  Division’s  legal  counsel  rec¬ 
ommended  that  the  board  sever  all  ties. 

(The  National  Division’s  malpractice 
insurance  coverage  started  at  $300,000 
per  patient  several  years  ago  and  has 
been  continually  upgraded  to  $1  million 
per  patient.  Division  officials  declined  to 
say  how  much  premiums  cost  for  this 
coverage). 

However,  some  members  of  the  local 
board  of  directors  at  Newark  felt  com¬ 
mitted  to  continuing  the  ministry.  They 
asked  if  they  could  continue  operating 
the  hospital,  paying  the  entire  malprac¬ 
tice  insurance  costs  and  operating  sepa¬ 
rately  from  the  church  but  in  its  present 
building.  Ms.  Garrett  said. 

"Our  legal  advice  again  was  that  even 
though  it  was  to  be  completely  separate, 
the  hospital  would  still  be  identified  as  a 
United  Methodist  operation  and  would 
continue  to  leave  the  church  at  risk,"  Ms. 
Garrett  explained. 

Board  members  "regretted  the  hospi¬ 
tal’s  closing  but  eventually  saw  that  the 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— Alyene  Porter’s  "Papa  Was 
A  Preacher”  has  made  an  apparently 
successful  leap  from  best-selling  novel 
to  feature  film. 

Her  version  of  life  as  the  daughter  of  a 
Methodist  pastor  in  Texas  was  rewritten 
and  directed  by  Steve  Feke,  a  Presby¬ 
terian  preacher’s  kid,  and  produced  by 
Martin  Jurow,  a  Hollywood  film  maker, 
whose  Christian  conscience  is  reflected 
in  this  movie. 

The  result  is  a  G-rated  movie  that  pro¬ 
motes  Christian  values  and  provides  en¬ 
tertainment  for  the  entire  family. 

The  Christian  orientation  surfaces  in 
values  such  as  honesty,  faith  and  loyalty. 
They  are  sewn  into  nearly  every  scene  in 
subtle,  non-sappy  ways. 

Average,  yet  not  average 

Set  in  Texas  in  1952,  the  movie  re¬ 
mains  faithful  to  Ms.  Porter’s  recollec¬ 
tions.  Her  Papa,  the  Rev.  Robert  Edwin 
Porter;  her  mother,  Pearl;  and  seven  sib¬ 
lings  come  across  on  screen  as  an  aver¬ 
age  American  family  in  some  aspects. 
The  younger  children  squabble.  The  el¬ 
dest  daughter  falls  in  love,  and  Mama 
Porter  cooks  and  cleans  with  ease. 

In  another  sense,  the  Porters  are  far 
from  average.  Papa  was  a  preacher  and 
that  made  all  the  difference. 

In  an  opening  scene  the  Porter  family 
is  enjoying  lunch  around  a  picnic  table  at 
their  Dallas  home  Then  Papa  informs 
them  that  Bishop  Martin  wants  him  to 
serve  a  church  in  Sterling.  Texas,  some 
80  miles  away,  and  they’ll  be  moving 
there  NEXT  WEEK' 

The  happy  atmosphere  ends.  Looks  of 


closing 

action  was  inevitable,”  said  Dr.  Larry 
Ellzey,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
at  Newark.  He  added  that  board  members 
were  resigned  to  finding  another  ministry 
to  take  the  hospital’s  place. 

The  Rev.  Conrado  Soltero,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Western  District  of  the  Rio 
Grande  conference  in  El  Paso,  said  that 
closing  the  hospital  “was  one  of  those  re¬ 
alities  that  could  not  be  avoided.” 


Movie  review 

anxiety  creep  over  the  faces  of  the  fam¬ 
ily.  But  I  got  the  impression  that  this 
was  not  the  first  move  nor  would  it  be 
the  last.  From  that  moment  on  I  could 
appreciate  the  lifestyle  of  an  itinerating 
Methodist  minister  and  his  family. 

Plot  revolves  around  struggles 

The  plot  revolves  around  struggles  the 
Porter  family  faces  at  the  new  Sterling 
assignment.  Papa  struggles  to  rejuve¬ 
nate  the  town's  dying  Methodist  church. 
His  nemesis  is  the  banker  who  wants  the 
church  closed  and  razed  so  that  a  factory 
can  be  built  on  the  property. 

The  character  of  Papa  stands  out  as  a 
role  model  for  ministers  of  all  decades. 

Actor  Robert  Pine  (best  known  as  the 
sergeant  on  the  television  program- 
“CHIPS”)  makes  a  good  attempt  at  por¬ 
traying  the  near-legendary  Mr.  Porter. 
Occasionally  his  acting  borders  on  the 
syrupy  sweet. 

Georgia  Engel  still  sounds  like  Ted 
Baxter’s  girlfriend,  Georgette,  on  the 
“Mary  Tyler  Moore  Show,"  but  as  Mama 
Pearl  she  displays  a  powerful,  yet  low- 
key  ministry. 

Missy  B.  the  slightly  irritating  but 
slightly  helpful  church  secretary  and 
town-know-it-all,  is  flawlessly  portrayed 
by  Broadway  actress  Imogene  Coca. 

‘Town  drunk’  proves  pivotal 

Interestingly  enough,  the  pivotal  char¬ 
acter  of  the  movie  is  John  White,  the 
town  drunk.  Actor  Dean  Stockwell  (of 
the  movies  “Paris,  Texas”  and  “Dune”) 
is  realistic  as  the  ever-present,  friendly 
local  bum. 

The  greatest  challenge  to  the  success 
of  this  movie  will  be  whether  Christians 
are  willing  to  pay  to  see  a  movie  that  has 
no  sex,  drugs  or  violence  made  familiar 
in  television  programs  and  PG-rated 
movies. 

“Papa  Was  A  Preacher”  has  none  of 
that.  It  does  have  a  little  God  talk,  some 
hymns  and  a  lot  of  love. 

The  movie  was  produced  by  produced 
by  Rose  Marie  Productions.  That  Dallas- 
based  operation  was  formed  by  the  Rev. 
Don  Benton  and  his  wife.  Rose  Marie.  He 
is  pastor  of  Lovers  Lane  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Dallas. 
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Bishops  thank  UMC 
for  hunger  response 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

WICHITA,  Kan.— Generous  response 
of  United  Methodists  to  last  year’s  call 
to  help  starving  people  in  African 
brought  words  of  thanks  recently  from 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  60  active  and  nearly  50  retired  bish¬ 
ops  meeting  Nov.  12-15  also  expressed 
concern  for  victims  of  the  economic  crisis 
facing  American  agriculture,  the  floods  in 
West  Virginia  and  Virginia  and  the  volca¬ 
nic  eruption  in  Colombia. 

One  adopted  resolution  gave  thanks  to 
United  Methodists  for  $13.2  million  in 
gifts  during  the  past  year  to  help  ease 
African  hunger. 

Of  that  total,  more  than  $7  million 
came  in  response  to  last  year’s  special 
bishops’  appeal  for  aid,  the  resolution 
said.  The  other  $5.2  million  was  desig¬ 
nated  for  Ethiopia. 

“We  know  that  these  gifts,  given  in 
love  and  compassion,  enabled  the  saving 
of  lives  and  are  at  work  assisting  local 
communities  to  bring  about  lasting 
changes  in  their  lives  and  communities," 
the  resolution  said. 

But  more  needs  to  be  done,  the  docu¬ 
ment  said. 

“The  Council  of  Bishops  expresses  ap¬ 
preciation  and  gratitude  to  the  church, 
but  we  also  challenge  the  church  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  give  generously  to  needs  in  Afri¬ 
ca  through  on-going  channels,  to  study 
and  become  involved  in  issues  in  our 
country  which  affect  the  lives  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Africa  and  to 
pray  fervently  for  renewal  and  transfor¬ 
mation  of  all  life,”  the  resolution  said. 

Crisis  causes  continuing  concern 
Continuing  concern  about  the  economic 
crisis  facing  rural  America  prompted  the 
bishops  to  call  upon  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  "to  alleviate  problems  connected 
with  the  farm  credit  system.”  Church 
leaders  also  called  for  government  sup¬ 
port  of  “programs  that  will  address  the 
human-service  needs  of  the  rural  fam¬ 
ilies.’’ 

Bishops  asked  their  secretary,  Bishop 
Paul  A.  Duffey  (Louisville,  Ky.,  Area),  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  council’s  “Pastoral 
Statement  on  the  Rural  Crisis”  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Ronald  Reagan.  That  statement 
had  been  approved  in  April. 

“Millions  of  persons  in  America  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  in  crisis  due  to  the  critical 
economic  situation  confronting  many 
farmers,  agriculture-related  businesses 
and  rural  communities,”  a  resolution 
passed  Nov.  13  said. 

“We  again  call  upon  our  pastors  and 
churches  to  minister  to  the  special  re¬ 
quirements  of  persons  hurting  because  of 
this  crisis.  ...  We  uphold  in  Our  prayers 
those  up  are  engaged  in  these  ministries 
and  challenge  all  of  our  members  to 
work  with  others  to  find  solutions  to  the 
problems  faced  by  the  rural  people.” 

Flood  brings  call  for  prayers 

Floods  in  West  Virginia  and  Virginia 
prompted  an  “expression  of  concern  and 
assurance  of  prayers”  by  the  bishops 
Nov.  15  for  the  people  of  the  two  states. 

Bishop  William  Grove  (West  Virginia 
Area)  reported  that  at  least  50  churches 
and  30,000  homes  had  been  damaged  in  32 
of  West  Virginia’s  55  counties.  High  waters 
had  washed  away  another  8,000  homes 
The  Nov.  15  eruption  of  a  volcano  in 
Colombia  brought  another  call  for  pray¬ 


ers  by  the  bishops  shortly  before  they 
ended  their  meeting. 

Bishop  Roy  Clark  (Columbia,  S.C., 
Area),  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  said  the  agency 
would  be  making  "an  immediate,  initial 
response”  to  the  disaster. 

After  verifying  the  system  for  han¬ 
dling  disaster- relief  funds  in  the  Latin 
American  country,  Bishop  Clark  added, 
the  relief  committee  would  consider  oth¬ 
er  types  of  continuing  assistance.  That 
could  include  the  establishment  of  an 
Advance  Special  fund  for  second-mile 
giving  designated  for  Colombia. 

Fund  for  bishop  set  up 

Turning  from  global  to  personal  con¬ 
cerns,  bishops  allocated  up  to  $3,500  to 
move  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa  (Zimbabwe  Area)  from 
Africa  to  the  United  States.  The  money 
would  come  from  the  pastoral  care  ac¬ 
count  to  which  each  bishop  contributes. 

The  funds  are  to  be  spent  if  Bishop 
Muzorewa  decides  he  cannot  return  to 
his  homeland  at  the  end  of  sabbatical 
leave  in  July  1986. 

Bishop  Muzorewa,  first  black  prime 
minister  of  Zimbabwe,  made  public  in 
October  his  decision  to  end  all  political 
involvement.  He  said  he  would  be  devot¬ 
ing  his  full  time  to  church  duties  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  25). 

The  bishop,  who  began  a  six-month 
study  leave  at  Scarritt  Graduate  School 
in  Nashville  in  July,  said  he  asked  for  an 
extension  to  finish  work  on  a  book. 

Reports  from  the  British  Broadcasting 
Corp.  Nov.  12  said  leaders  of  the  Zimbab¬ 
we  Annual  Conference  are  seeking  to 
oust  the  bishop.  They  say  he  cannot  lead 
the  conference  from  the  United  States. 

Church  law  requires  the  council  to  ap¬ 
point  an  acting  bishop  for  any  bishop  on 
sabbatical.  The  council’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  reported  it  had  sought  a  recom¬ 
mendation  from  bishops  of  the  African 
Central  Conference.  A  central  confer¬ 
ence  overseas  is  similar  to  one  of  the 
five  jurisdictional  (regional)  conferences 
in  the  United  States. 
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Hispanics  want  more 
church  school  assists 


PHOTO  COURTESY  UMR  DESERT  VIEWS  EDITION 

Layman  makes  toys  by  the  hundreds 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.  C.  Reid  Parker,  63,  makes  toy  cars  and  trucks  by  the 
hundreds  for  boys  and  girls  on  Hopi  and  Navajo  Indian  reservations  in  Arizo¬ 
na  and  in  poor  communities  in  Mexico.  Other  churchmen  help  spray  and 
sand  the  toys.  An  active  member  of  Albright  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Phoenix,  he  s  also  a  mail-order  deliveryman. 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Hispanic  United  Methodist 
Church  school  leaders  say  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship's  new  Spanish  lan¬ 
guage  curriculum  materials  are  not 
enough. 

Some  60  trainees  attended  the  board's 
first-ever  national  training  event  Nov. 
16,  which  launched  the  new  materials. 
They  told  the  board  staff  members  that 
in  addition  to  those  materials  now  avail¬ 
able  they  need:  (1)  more  materials  in 
Spanish,  (2)  bilingual  materials  and  (3) 
materials  written  by  Hispanics. 

According  to  the  Rev.  David  Hazel¬ 
wood,  Discipleship  staff  coordinator  of 
the  event,  the  development  of  Spanish 
materials  and  introducing  them  through 
a  training  event  is  one  way  the  board  is 
carrying  out  the  United  Methodist  mis- 
sional  priority  of  developing  and  strength¬ 
ening  the  ethnic  minority  local  church. 

Dr.  Hazelwood,  interpretation/field 
service  director  of  the  board's  curricu¬ 
lum  resources  section,  said  the  event 
served  a  double  purpose.  The  first  was  to 
introduce  the  new  Spanish  materials  to 
Hispanic  church  school  leaders.  The  sec¬ 
ond  was  to  train  Hispanics  to  train  other 
Hispanics. 

About  half  of  the  participants  were 
church  school  workers  in  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  area.  Twenty-six  of  the  trainees 
were  chosen  from  U.S.  areas  of  greatest 
concentrations  of  Hispanics.  They  are 
designated  to  become  national  trainers. 

People  chosen  for  national  training  re¬ 
ceived  six  additional  hours  to  prepare 
them  to  stage  similar  events  for  Hispan¬ 
ic  church  school  workers  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  areas. 

As  a  follow-up,  said  the  Rev.  Walter 
Willis,  the  board's  director  of  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  local  church  education,  these  26 
will  be  contacts  for  launching  and  inter¬ 
preting  additional  new  materials  as  the 
board  develops  and  introduces  them. 
They  will  also  serve  as  resource  persons 
for  planning  new  materials. 

This  training  event  was  the  first  con¬ 
ducted  in  Spanish  for  Hispanic  church 


Sanctuary  defendant  cites  church  upbringing 

By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH  ,h.  .... ..  .  ■*  ™  “ 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

“I  may  be  naive,  but  I  believed  a  U.S. 
attorney  who  told  me  in  1984  that  the 
government  was  not  out  to  get'  the 
churches." 

Thus  28-year-old  Phillip  Willis-Conger, 
one  of  11  sanctuary  workers  currently  on 
trial  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  reported  a  conver¬ 
sation  with  Donald  M.  Reno  Jr.,  the  man 
who  was  even  then  supervising  an  under¬ 
cover  operation  against  the  churches. 

Today  Mr.  Reno  is  prosecuting  the 
sanctuary  defendants  in  federal  district 
court,  using  information  gathered  by  a 
government  informant  and  an  undercov¬ 
er  immigration  agent. 

Mr.  Willis-Conger,  a  former  United 
Methodist  short-term  missionary,  is  be¬ 
ing  tried  on  nine  counts,  including  con¬ 
spiracy  to  smuggle  undocumented  aliens 
into  the  United  States  and  transport 
them  to  places  of  safe  haven. 

‘Had  nothing  to  fear’ 

Referring  to  his  conversation  with  Mr. 
Reno,  Mr.  Willis-Conger  said,  "He  volun¬ 
teered  the  information  that  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  movement  had  nothing  to  fear  from 


Bishop  observes  Vatican  synod 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  is  one  of  10  non-Catholic  observ¬ 
ers  at  the  Roman  Catholic  synod  Nov. 
24-Dec.  8  commemorating  the  Second 
Vatican  Council. 

Bishop  Cannon,  who  was  an  official  ob¬ 
server  at  Vatican  II  in  the  1960s,  is  repre¬ 
senting  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

Before  leaving  Atlanta  Nov.  22  he  is¬ 
sued  a  statement. 

“At  the  moment,”  he  said,  “we  don’t 
know  whether  the  extraordinary  synod 
(of  Catholic  hierarchy)  will  be  just  a  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  achievements  of  Vatican 
II  or  a  studied  attempt  to  move  forward, 
using  what  happened  at  Vatican  II  as  a 
foundation. 


“My  concern  is  whether  we  may  ex¬ 
pect  some  further  progress  toward  the 
mutual  recognition  of  orders  and  to¬ 
wards  intercommuion.” 

Bishop  Cannon  was  the  Methodist  co- 
chairman  of  a  five-year  Methodist-Cath¬ 
olic  dialogue  team  that  ended  its  work 
recently  in  Venice.  The  Methodist  report 
will  be  presented  in  July  1986  during  the 
World  Methodist  Conference  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

World  Methodist  Council  General  Sec¬ 
retary  Joe  Hale  said  similar  invitations 
to  the  latest  Vatican  gathering  were  sent 
to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  to 
other  world  communions  and  churches 
with  whom  Roman  Catholics  have  been 
in  theological  dialogue. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


the  government  unless  we  ran  into  the 
border  patrol  in  the  normal  course  of  its 
duties.” 

Evidence  against  the  defendants  was 
gathered  by  Jesus  Cruz,  the  informant 
instructed  by  immigration  authorities  to 
introouce  himself  to  sanctuary  workers 
in  Mexico  as  someone  interested  in  help¬ 
ing  the  movement.  Over  the  next  eight 
months  the  informant  participated  in  the 
movement  carrying  a  concealed  tape  re¬ 
corder  and  making  a  record  of  various 
sanctuary  conversations. 

The  movement  had  a  screening  pro¬ 
cess  to  find  out  why  refugees  had  left 
their  homelands  and  why  they  could  not 
stay  in  Mexico. 

“We’d  ask  for  letters  from  the  U.N. 
Human  Rights  organization  or  church 
groups  corroborating  their  testimony  of 
persecution,”  he  said, 

“We  posed  a  lengthy  series  of  ques¬ 
tions  to  determine  which  refugees  were 
most  at  risk.” 

He  added,  "We  made  it  a  practice  to 
discourage  refugees  from  immigrating 
to  the  United  States.  Those  who  found  a 
niche  in  Mexico  and  had  no  urgent  need 
to  come  here  were  encouraged  to  stay 
there.” 

Had  to  help  ‘these  people’ 

When  he  began  sanctuary  work  he  did 
so  because  he  felt  from  his  family  and 
church  upbringing  that  he  had  to  help 
"these  people." 

“Over  time  it  became  clear  to  me  and 


the  rest  of  those  involved,”  he  said,  “that 
what  we  were  doing  was  not  only  moral 
but  legal.  Refugees  have  a  right  to  cross 
international  boundaries  to  save  their 
lives.  The  law  clearly  points  out  we  can’t 
deport  anybody  that  has  a  well-founded 
fear  of  persecution  in  their  own  countries. 
They  have  a  legal  right  to  safe  haven.” 

Asked  if  any  single  event  persuaded  him 
to  enter  the  movement,  Mr.  Willis-Conger 
responded,  "My  decision  was  a  result  of 
my  upbringing,  my  understanding  of  what 
the  Bible  says,  Methodist  teachings,  and 
my  own  values  require  of  me.” 

The  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Conger, 
former  United  Methodist  missionaries  in 
Latin  America,  Phil  Conger  grew  up  in 
the  San  Diego  area  and  was  active  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

He  was  president  of  the  church  youth 
group  and  co-editor  of  the  weekly  youth 
newsletter.  While  at  San  Diego  State 
University  he  spent  a  summer  as  youth 
director  for  his  church.  At  graduation  a 
campus  minister  encouraged  him  to  be¬ 
come  a  US-2. 

At  the  end  of  his  two-year  stint  the 
Tucson  Ecumenical  Council  invited  him 
to  become  director  of  its  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  Task  Force.  He  spoke  fluent  Spanish, 
had  worked  with  the  churches  and  was 
interested  in  Central  American  issues. 

Described  as  key  operator 

Mr.  Reno  described  Mr.  Willis-Conger 
in  court  as  "the  nuts  and  bolts  organizer 
of  the  conspiracy.”  The  prosecutor  in¬ 


cluded  him  as  one  of  four  “chief  execu¬ 
tive  officers”  of  the  movement.  It  was  he 
who  interviewed  many  of  the  refugees  to 
determine  whether  they  should  be  aided. 
From  his  office  in  the  Southside  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Tucson,  he  also  helped 
arranged  for  their  transportation. 

Referring  to  the  trial,  Phil  said, “Most 
of  the  truth  of  what  happened  won’t  be 
heard  in  the  courtroom  because  the 
judge  ruled  out  any  mention  of  civil  war 
in  Central  America,  refugee  persecution, 
the  immigration  service’s  violations  of 
refugee  rights  in  the  United  States,  the 
1980  Refugee  Act,  international  law,  our 
religious  motivation  and  good  motiva¬ 
tion.” 

Asked  what  was  left,  he  replied:  "We 
still  believe  it  will  be  extremely  difficult 
for  a  jury  to  be  convinced  our  assistance 
to  refugees  was  a  criminal  conspiracy 
and  to  convict  us  for  living  out  our  con¬ 
cern  for  our  neighbors.” 

As  to  whether  he  acted  out  of  purely 
humanitarian  or  political  motives,  Phil 
said,  “Jesus  said  the  two  greatest  com¬ 
mandments  were  to  love  God  and  love 
the  neighbor.  The  two  can’t  be  separat¬ 
ed.  If  we’re  to  love  the  neighbor,  it 
means  trying  to  influence  what  happens 
in  this  imperfect  world,  striving  to  bring 
about  the  Kingdom  of  God  where  there  is 
peace  and  human  dignity.  Anytime 
someone  tries  to  influence  the  world  that 
person  is  engaged  in  politics." 

Ms.  Smith  heads  the  New  York  office 
for  United  Methodist  News  Service. 


Black  schools  turn  down  3 -way  merger 

R  pnnrlor  Ciaf f  Cnnnt^l  . , T ' .  i  ^ ^ 


school  leaders  outside  the  Rio  Grande 
Annual  Conference.  It  was  also  the  sec¬ 
ond  of  two  such  non-Engiish  events  this 
year  sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  and  funded  as  part  of  the  missional 
priority.  A  similar  training  event  in  the 
Chicago  area  in  May  introduced  Korean* 
language  materials. 

Admitting  that  the  number  of  Spanish- 
language  curriculum  materials  now 
available  falls  far  short  of  the  need,  Dr. 
Hazelwood  said,  “This  is  just  a  start.” 

So  far  nothing  is  available  in  Spanish 
for  pre-school  children  and  very  little  for 
youth.  Because  of  a  lack  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Spanish  materials  in  the  past, 
many  Hispanic  United  Methodist  churches 
have  been  using  Baptist  or  Nazarene  ma^ 
terials,  one  participant  said.  ™ 

Participants  said  the  need  for  Spanish- 
language  materials  for  children  in  the: 
home  is  critical  since  mothers  of  young 
children  often  speak  only  Spanish.  School- 
children  quickly  become  bilingual,  par¬ 
ticipants  pointed  out. 

Also  mentioned  was  the  need  for  bilin-. 
gual  materials  to  serve  the  whole  family, 
and  to  meet  the  diversity  of  the  Hispanic 
community.  It  was  pointed  out  that  His¬ 
panics  are  made  up  of  three  groups:  (1): 
Spanish-speaking,  (2)  bilingual  and  (3) 
English-speaking  with  Spanish  surnames, 
or  cultural  preference. 

A  typical  Hispanic  family,  an  adult: 
class  or  worshipers  in  a  Hispanic  ser¬ 
vice,  participants  said,  might  include - 
people  from  all  three  groups. 

Bilingual  materials,  said  one  partici-' 
pant  would  help  those  who  were  learning 
English  to  become  more  proficient.  “The 
church  needs  to  teach  not  only  religion 
but  also  survival  techniques,”  she  said. 

Another  need  raised  was  that  of  mate¬ 
rials  written  by  Hispanics  from  the  His¬ 
panic  perspective.  So  far,  all  United 
Methodist  Spanish  curriculum  materials 
are  translations  from  English  resources.; 

New  funds  chief 
plans  ‘visibility’ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE— The  new  chief  of  the 
United  Methodist  higher  education  loans 
and  scholarship  office  says  “making  the 
funds  more  visible”  is  one  of  her  goals. 

Angella  P.  Current,  who  will  take 
charge  of  the  office  at  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Dec.  1,  said  she  thought  some  local 
church  members  had  forgotten  about  the 
annual  “United  Methodist  Student  Day” 
offering. 

That  special  offering,  scheduled  the-- 
last  Sunday  of  each  year  (Dec.  29  this- 
year),  provides  about  $500,000  a  year  for 
United  Methodist  loans  and  scholarships  ^ 
to  college  students.  The  1984  General® 
Conference  set  an  annual  target  of  $2 
million  for  contributions. 

During  1984,  the  office  granted  $1.6 
million  in  loans  and  $1.4  million  in  schol¬ 
arships.  Figures  for  1985  are  expected  to- 
surpass  $3  million,  officials  at  the  parent- 
board  report. 

Ms.  Current,  now  executive  adminis¬ 
trator  of  Shiloh  Family  Life  Center  in- 
Washington,  is  the  daughter  of  Bishop 
Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco- 
Area)  and  replaces  the  Rev.  Esther  Ed¬ 
wards.  Dr.  Edwards,  who  had  headed  the 
loans  and  scholarship  program  since 
1974,  retired  Sept.  30. 

Before  taking  her  present  job  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  Ms.  Current  was  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Delta  Sigma  Theta  Inc.,  the 
national  public  service  sorority  for  black 
women,  from  1980  to  1983. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


TRINITY 


CLASSIFIED 

UMC-RELATED  RESIDENTIAL  CENTER  for 

troubled  adolescents  seeks  experienced  program 
staff.  Versatility  and  ability  to  work  with  team  ap¬ 
proach  in  structured  program  paramount  require¬ 
ment.  Will  consider  disciples  of  education, 
psychology,  social  work,  etc.  Preference  given  ap- 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION/EVANGELISM 
needed  for  500-member,  growing  church.  Full¬ 
time  position  open  January  1986.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Resume/apply  to  Rev.  Ken  Miller,  Oak  Crest 
United  Methodist  Church,  5900  Ricker  Road,  Jack¬ 
sonville,  FL  32244.  j 

agency  Contact  Executive  Director.  Vashti  Edu¬ 
cational  Center.  1815  E.  Clay  St,  Thomasville.  GA 
31792.  (912)  228-4634. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Christian 

education  &  youth  work  for  stimulating,  600-mem- 
ber  United  Methodist  congregation  in  suburban 

ASSISTANT  MINISTER/ORGANIST  wanted  for  a 
Washington,  D.C.,  suburban  church.  The  church 
has  multiple  choirs  and  a  two  manual.  26-rank 
Reuter  organ.  Ministry  to  include  youth  work  and 
evangelism.  Good  Shepherd  Church,  9701  New 
Hampshire  Ave.,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20903. 

ble.  Job  description  and  application  sent  upon  re¬ 
quest.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
577,  Portland,  TX  78374.  (512)  643-0479. 

AN  800-PLUS  MEMBER  United  Methodist  church 
seeks  a  full-time  jtaff  person  as  director  of  reli- 

DIRECTOR  OF  LEISURE  MINISTRIES  needed 
for  erowing  congregation  with  family  life  center. 
Prefer  individual  with  degree  in  leisure  ministries 
or  related  area.  Send  resume  to  Hermitage  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  85,  Hermitage,  TN 
37076,  c/o  Dr.  Garry  Speich. 

of  10,000  near  Truman  Lake.  30  miles  from  a  state 
university.  Salary  plus  benefits— commensurative 
with  education,  experience.  Send  resume  or  con¬ 
tact  P.O.  Box  128.  Clinton,  MO  64735,  or  call  (816) 
885-5597 

_ _ .  „  _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _ _ 

HELP!  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ Edu¬ 
cation  wanted  for  small,  county-seat  town.  Send 
inquiries  to  James  Secrest  Sr.,  c/o  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  400  E.  Main  St..  Scottsville,  KY 
42164. 

The  Ozark  Methodist  Manor  in  Marionville,  MO, 
pop.  2,000  (30  min.  south  of  Springfield,  MO),  has 
an  opening  for  an  experienced  administrator 
Ozark  Methodist  has  60  nursing-care  beds,  52  resi¬ 
dential-care  apartments  and  51  independent-living 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist.  Odessa.  TX.  Congregation  of  2,000  + 
members  Current  program  strong  and  active. 
Supportive  congregation  Good  physical  facilities. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to 
Rev  Charles  Crutchfield,  First  UMC,  415  N.  Lee, 
Odessa,  TX  79761 

units  (cottages)  and  is  located  in  beautiful  south¬ 
west  Missouri.  The  annual  operating  budget  is  $1.7 
million  Candidates  for  administrator  should  be 
experienced  in  facility  administration,  licensed  or 
eligible  for  licensure  in  Missouri  and  motivated  to 
serve  older  people  in  a  Christian  setting  with  com¬ 
passionate  concern.  An  undergraduate  degree  in  a 

RELIGIOUS  CHRISTMAS  TV  MOVIE  backing 
sought.  Tax  shelter  explained.  8200.000  needed.  All 
or  part.  Potential  Christian  family  entertainment 
every  Christmas.  Pansy  Johnson,  Dallas,  TX.  (214) 
321-9263 

ence  is  preferred.  Excellent  salary  and  benefits 
are  commensurate  with  experience.  Will  also  con¬ 
sider  corporate  management  proposals.  Apply  in 
writing  by  Dec.  5.  1985,  to  the  Rev.  Ivan  LaTurno, 
Chairman,  Personnel  Committee,  698  W.  Lock- 

XuOil,  Webster  Groves,  MO  63119. 

is  needed  for  850-member  church  with  strong  em¬ 
phasis  on  youth  prop-am  Position  open  Jan.  1, 
1986  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to  FUMC.  P  O.  Box  577,  Carthage,  TX  75833. 
Mark  attn:  Walter  McPherson  or  Dale  Watson  | 

PART-TIME  PROFESSIONAL  Christian  educator 
with  experience  to  have  responsibility  in  children's 
church-school  program.  Please  send  resume  to  the 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  P.O.  Box  22013, 
Houston,  TX  77227 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  recent  decision  of  three  tradition¬ 
ally  black  Texas  colleges  not  to  form  a 
single  institution  could  affect  their  fu¬ 
ture  financial  support  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Julius  Scott,  the  chief  higher 
education  executive  at  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  made  that  observation  last  week. 

He  was  reacting  to  the  decision  of 
Huston-Tillotson  College  in  Austin,  Tex¬ 
as;  Texas  College  in  Tyler,  Texas;  and 
Wiley  College  in  Marshall,  Texas,  not  to 
merge.  Instead,  Wiley  and  Texas,  each 
with  just  more  than  500  students,  plan  to 
consolidate. 

“We  would  have  hoped  that  (merger) 
would  have  been  the  vote  of  the  three 
boards  (of  trustees),”  Dr.  Scott  said.  “It 
(merger)  would  have  been  a  national  im¬ 
petus,  not  a  regional  one,  to  pour  funds 
into  the  consolidated  institution  to  im¬ 
prove  the  quality  of  education. 

Bishops  coordinate 
missions  dialogue 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WICHITA,  Kan.— Representatives  of 
the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  met  with  five  bishops  and 
representatives  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  a  continuing  dia¬ 
logue  Nov.  15-16. 

The  1984  General  Conference  asked 
the  Council  of  Bishops  to  coordinate  the 
dialogue. 

Following  the  meeting,  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Duffey  (Louisville,  Ky.,  Area),  secretary 
to  the  council,  reported  that  a  major 
amount  of  time  had  been  devoted  to  a' 
discussion  of  economic  crises  facing 
Christian  churches  around  the  world, 
particularly  those  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


"I’m  not  sure  what  we’ll  do  now.  It’s 
probably  back  to  square  one.” 

Trustees  for  Wiley  College,  a  United 
Methodist  school,  and  Texas  College,  a 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
school,  voted  Nov.  8  to  merge  by  1988  at 
a  site  to  be  determined. 

In  the  meantime,  the  colleges  plan  to 
begin  offering  some  joint  academic  pro¬ 
grams,  sharing  library  resources  and  co¬ 
operating  on  some  purchasing  in 
January,  said  Texas  College  President 
John  Jones.  The  campuses  are  about  60 
miles  apart  in  east  Texas. 

Trustees  for  Huston-Tillotson  College, 
about  200  miles  to  the  southwest  and  also 
with  an  enrollment  of  just  more  than 
500,  voted  to  consolidate  with  Wiley  and 
Texas  College  in  Austin  or  at  a  new  cam¬ 
pus  to  be  built  for  the  united  college. 

As  a  result  of  the  other  two  schools’ 
decision.  Huston-Tillotson,  affiliated 
with  both  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  will  not 
join  the  planned  union. 

The  higher  education  board  had  sent  a 
letter  to  trustees  of  the  three  colleges  in 
October  urging  merger  (See  UMR,  Nov.  1). 

“The  expectation  of  the  general  board 
was  a  valid  one,"  Dr.  Scott  said.  "We 
would  have  wanted  one  black  institution 
of  high  quality  in  Texas.” 

Dr.  Jones  said  geography  was  the  ma¬ 
jor  reason  his  trustees  decided  not  to 
move  to  Austin. 

“Even  if  we  had  started  working  with 
the  other  two  campuses,  you  can  do  a  lot 
of  things  over  a  short  distance  that  you 
can’t  do  over  a  longer  distance,"  he  said. 
Wiley  and  Texas  had  also  been  talking 
about  possible  ties  for  the  past  six-to- 
seven  years,  he  said. 

Representatives  of  Wiley  and  Texas 
met  Nov.  19  in  Dallas  to  name  commit¬ 
tees  to  discuss  aspects  of  union  while  the 
schools  continue  operating  two  campus¬ 
es,  Dr  Jones  said.  The  committees  are  to 


consider  the  name  and  place  for  the 
merged  institution,  composition  of  the 
united  board  of  trustees  and  selection  of 
a  college  president. 

Huston-Tillotson  will  pursue  its  sepa¬ 
rate  future  with  “gusto,  vigor  and  ag¬ 
gressiveness,”  said  President  John  Q. 
Taylor  King. 

Possibility  of  merging  with  another  in¬ 
stitution  is  still  open,  Dr.  King  said. 

A  private  consulting  firm  retained  by 
officials  of  the  two  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tions  involved  had  reported  earlier  this 
year  that  the  three  schools  could  not  long 
survive  separately. 

Consultants  recommended  three 
courses  of  action:  that  the  three  merge 
on  Huston-Tillotson ’s  campus,  that  the 
three  merge  at  a  new  location  near 
Houston  or  that  Wiley  and  Texas  merge 
on  either  of  their  campuses. 

Wiley  and  Texas  trustees  selected  the 
last  option.  Huston-Tillotson  trustees  fa¬ 
vored  either  of  the  first  two. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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LIVING  WITH  CRISES? 


The  Reverend  Robert  E.  Stevens,  Associate 
Pastor  and  Director  of  Prayer  Ministries  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston, 
Texas  offers: 


Seven  Steps  to  Achieve 

VICTORY  OV€R  STRESS 

A  practical,  spiritual  guide  for  finding  happiness 
and  coping  with  the  stresses  of  daily  living. 

You  may  order  the  cassette  for  $8.50  from  STRESS.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  1320  Main.  Houston.  Texas  77002. 
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Volunteers  in  Mission  flourishing 

Retirees ,  others  prove  they  can  be  ‘God’s  witnesses’  in  many  places 


PAGES 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  — Henry  and  Barbara 
Allred,  a  retired  couple  from  Fishkill, 
N.Y.,  started  on  a  trip  around  the  world 
but  ended  up  instead  in  Hong  Kong,  do¬ 
ing  volunteer  work. 

•  After  five  years  there,  in  need  of  a 
sabbatical,  they  went  to  the  Caribbean 
island  of  Antigua  to  help  at  the  Gilbert 
Ecumenical  Conference  Center. 

In  February  and  March  they  will  be 
joined  in  Antigua  by  three  work  teams 
from  western  North  Carolina.  The  volun¬ 
teers’  construction  project  will  be  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Caribbean  and 
the  Americas. 

“We  feel  we  are  contributing  to  God’s 
world  just  by  witnessing  that  retirees 
fl£an  be  living,  growing,  loving  people  and 
not  just  sit,”  said  Ms.  Allred. 

In  1977  Jack  and  Margaret  Pruden  of 
Newburgh,  Ind.,  went  with  a  work  team 
from  their  district  to  build  a  community 
center  on  John’s  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Margaret  reported  cooking  was  not 
her  only  contribution.  “Even  someone 
who’s  never  been  on  a  construction  pro¬ 
ject  can  carry  boards  or  paint  and  pick 
up  nails  and  clean  up,”  she  said.  Every 
night  she  found  herself  not  only  physical¬ 
ly  weary  but  emotionally  drained. 

But  sharing  meals  and  fellowship  and 
worship  with  the  John’s  Island  church 
people  proved  so  rewarding  that  the 
Prudens  are  still  volunteering.  Recently 
they  have  been  part  of  work  teams  restor¬ 
ing  the  oldest  black  church  in  Sumter,  S.C. 

Volunteering  changes  lives 
They  have  found  volunteering  a  life¬ 
changing  experience. 

“We  are  content  with  a  lot  fewer  ma¬ 
terial  things  than  we  ever  were  before,” 
said  Jack  Pruden. 


These  are  four  of  several  short-term 
volunteers  in  mission  pictured  in  a  new 
15-minute  filmstrip  titled  “Giving  of 
Themselves.”  The  filmstrip  was  pre¬ 
viewed  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Personnel  Resources  Department  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

It  will  be  available  in  annual  confer¬ 
ences  Dec.  1. 

Another  resource  unveiled  for  direc¬ 
tors  was  a  “Handbook  of  Suggested 
Guidelines  and  Procedures  in  the  Short¬ 
term  Volunteers  in  Mission  Program.” 
Covering  everything  from  the  biblical 
foundations  for  volunteer  service  to  the 
type  of  luggage  to  use,  the  handbook  is 
being  mailed  to  conference  and  jurisdic¬ 
tion  coordinators  for  use  by  their  com¬ 
mittees. 

William  B.  Rollins,  executive  staff  for 
the  program,  said  Volunteers  in  Mission 
provides  a  channel  for  persons  wishing 
to  use  their  gifts  and  graces  in  service  of 
others  and  for  the  missionary  outreach 
of  the  church. 

In  addition  to  supplying  resources,  his 
office  has  coordinated  training  under 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  sponsorship 
for  conference  coordinators  at  events  in 
Pittsburgh,  Dallas  and  San  Francisco. 

Computers  help  match  needs 

Computers  are  a  key  element  in 
mounting  the  program,  according  to  Mr. 
Rollins. 

Thanks  to  computers,  his  office  can 
provide  an  update  of  available  projects 
every  two  or  three  months.  Volunteers’ 
names  are  also  fed  into  the  computer. 

“We’ve  started  matching  up  people 
and  projects,”  he  said. 

Both  individuals  and  groups  are  eligi¬ 
ble  to  do  short-term  service. 

Although  short-term  has  been  defined 
as  “up  to  one  year,”  Mr.  Rollins  said  the 


past  year's  experience  indicates  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  three  months  may  be  more  real¬ 
istic  for  individuals  going  outside  the 
United  States. 

“For  a  person  to  be  effective  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  culture,  a  longer  period  of  orien¬ 
tation  is  needed,”  he  said. 

Work  teams  can  still  do  one-  or  two- 
week  projects,  he  added.  The  office  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  finding  projects  both  in  this 
country  and  overseas  that  would  wel¬ 
come  volunteers. 

Both  National  and  World  Divisions  of 
the  Global  Ministries  board  have  been 
asked  to  designate  a  person  to  work  at 
project  development. 

Volunteers  coordinated 

Conference  coordinators  recruit  vol¬ 
unteers,  provide  orientation,  arrange  for 
an  evaluation  on  the  team’s  return  and 
encourage  participants  to  tell  their  sto¬ 
ries  in  the  churches. 

The  office  acts  as  a  clearinghouse  to 
avoid  duplication,  Mr.  Rollins  said.  Con¬ 
ference  teams  or  individuals  work  out 
the  arrangements  with  the  project  direc¬ 
tor,  he  said. 

“Once  the  match  takes  place,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  cooperates 
with  the  jurisdiction  or  conference  in 
orienting  the  volunteers.  We  also  offer 
trip  life  insurance  at  a  reduced  rate,”  he 
said. 

Three  jurisdictions  have  staff  assisting 
conferences  with  their  programs. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Curtis  has  been 
directing  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction’s 
program  for  a  number  of  years. 

Joann  Small,  a  former  missionary,  is 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  secretary 
based  in  Dallas,  and  Joe  Wagner  of  La¬ 
pel,  Ind.,  is  temporary  secretary  for 
North  Central  Jurisdiction. 


Greta  Moffet  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  is  avail¬ 
able  to  help  conferences  or  jurisdictions. 

Haiti,  Jamaica,  Mexico  and  Puerto 
Rico  are  the  most  popular  areas  for 
work  teams. 

Opportunities  in  U.S.,  too 
Not  so  well  known  are  opportunities 
for  volunteers  in  the  United  States. 

“We  send  a  lot  of  groups  to  Reelfoot 
Rural  Ministries  in  Obion,  Tenn.,"  Mr. 
Rollins  reported. 

Others  go  to  the  South  Sumter  Out¬ 
reach  Ministries  in  Sumter,  S.C. 

At  Henderson  Settlement  in  Kentucky, 
dozens  of  work  teams  help  on  farms  and 
in  construction,  and  teach  and  care  for 
children. 

Speaking  of  the  virtues  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  Mr.  Rollins  said,  “People  return 
home  with  a  better  understanding  of  an¬ 
other  country,  the  church,  culture,  peo¬ 
ple  and  mission. 

Many  of  the  short-termers  are  “re¬ 
peaters,”  he  noted,  and  some  volunteer 
for  long-term  missionary  service. 

His  office  has  placed  its  first  volun¬ 
teer  from  outside  the  United  States,  a  bi¬ 
lingual  social  worker  from  Panama,  who 
worked  last  summer  in  Rillito  Center  in 
Tucson,  Ariz. 

Now  a  social  worker  from  India  wants 
to  come  to  this  country  in  1986,  prefera¬ 
bly  to  do  volunteer  work  with  churches 
in  Louisiana. 

“The  Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  and  the  Americas  wants  us  to  find 
places  here  for  their  people,”  Mr.  Rollins 
added. 

In  phase  two,  the  program  secretary 
will  be  looking  at  special  opportunities 
for  youth,  young  adults,  medical  mis¬ 
sionaries,  second-career  people  and  ear¬ 
ly  retirees. 


Dear  Deborah 

Bootlegging  exists  today; 
where’s  Methodist  pledge? 


Dear  Deborah- 

Speaking  of  bootlegging  during  Prohi¬ 
bition,  don’t  you  know  we  have  bootleg¬ 
ging  today?  During  a  national  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
Washington  we  went  to  the  Narcotics  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Reve¬ 
nue. 

The  head  of  that  division,  a  Methodist, 
told  us  about  bootlegging  today  and  how 
they  work  to  uncover  very  sophisticated 
bootleg  rings. 

There  is  so  much  ignorance  about  Pro¬ 
hibition.  Prohibition  did  not  fail;  propa¬ 
ganda  killed  it.  I  wish  every  United 
Methodist  would  read  Fletcher  Dobyns’ 
^The  Amazing  Story  of  Repeal”— an  ex- 
^P>se  of  the  power  of  propaganda.  The 
author  was  a  Chicago  attorney  who 
spent  five  years  writing  this  book. 

;  I  was  a  senior  in  high  school  when  the 
vote  on  Prohibition  came  up.  Our  Prob¬ 
lems  in  Democracy  class  discussed  the 
question  and  voted  overwhelmingly 
against  repeal. 

One  young  fellow  said,  “I  don’t  want  to 
see  it  repealed.”  He  died  an  alcoholic.  I 
just  wonder  if  he  would  have  become  an 
alcoholic  if  Prohibition  had  not  been  re¬ 
pealed. 

How  many  problems  today  are  related 
to  drinking?  And  what  do  we  do  about 
them?  How  seldom,  if  ever,  do  we  get  at 
the  root  of  the  problems. 

I  heard  the  other  day  that  a  state  po¬ 
liceman  was  complaining  because  the 
law  was  not  strict  enough  to  help  them 
with  drunken  drivers.  Another  told  me 
what  a  hard  time  they  have  in  court  tri¬ 
als. 

*  What  happened  to  the  pledge  not  to 
jirink  that  we  used  to  take  each  year  in 
our  Methodist  churches?  Why  are  the 
Churches  who  require  pledges  of  not 
thinking  and  not  smoking  gaining  in 
membership  while  United  Methodists 
pre  declining? 

Ruth  S. 


Dear  Ruth: 

Present-day  bootlegging  is  pri¬ 
marily  a  matter  of  evading  taxes, 
quite  a  different  matter  from  Prohi¬ 
bition  days.  However,  there  seems 
at  last  to  be  a  wave  of  protest  in  this 
country  against  the  abuses  of  alco¬ 
hol  with  Mothers  Against  Drunk 
Driving  and  other  organizations 
gaining  momentum.  We  can  sup¬ 
port  these  groups  as  well  as  pray 
for  their  success. 

Laws  are  necessary  deterrents,  of 
course,  but  they  are  only  effective 
when  enforced  and  when  the  public 
wants  them  enforced. 

A  sect  or  sect-type  church/group 
can  expect  and  insist  on  moral  dic¬ 
tates  being  followed  or  out  the  mem¬ 
ber  goes.  Is  this  what  you  want  your 
church  to  be  like?  Spending  its  time 
judging  the  morals  of  individual 
members?  Would  you  like  a  church 
that  expelled  those  who  drink  or 
smoke?  I  hardly  think  so. 

A  church  exists  as  the  Body  of 
Christ  in  the  world.  The  incredible 
truth  embodied  in  this  belief  must 
make  each  of  us  responsive  to  our 
highest  calling — to  love  God  and 
serve  Him  gladly.  How  each  individ¬ 
ual  in  a  church  responds  to  this  call 
must  be  a  private  matter  unless 
his/her  behavior  is  destructive  to  ei¬ 
ther  the  church  as  a  whole  or  the  in¬ 
dividuals  who  are  part  of  it. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  0.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 

Rejoice 9  rejoice  O  Israel ! 


O  Come,  O  come,  Emmanuel, 
And  ransom  captive  Israel, 

That  mourns  in  lonely  exile 
here, 

Until  the  Son  of  God  appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall  come  to  thee,  O  Israel! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Although  these  lines  bore  the  name 
of  John  Mason  Neale  when  they  were 
published  in  England  in  1851,  the  hymn 
was  inspired  by  a  12th-century  Latin 
hymn  by  an  anonymous  writer. 

The  Latin  hymn  had  been  based  on 
seven  antiphons  that  dated  from  the 
9th  century  or  earlier.  These  anti¬ 
phons— short  verses  sung  at  Vespers 
before  and  after  the  Magnificat— were 
part  of  the  Advent  season  between  Dec. 
16  and  Christmas  Eve. 

The  seven  antiphons  were  called  the 
“Great  O’s”  because  each  one  began 
with  an  “0.”  Each  of  the  seven  saluted 
the  Messiah  with  one  of  the  many  titles 
found  in  the  Bible. 

These  salutations  were  “0  Sapien- 


tia”  (Wisdom),  “0  Adonai”  (Lord),  “0 
Radix  Jesse”  (Root  of  Jesse),  “0  Clavis 
David”  (Key  of  David),  “0  Oriens" 
(Orient),  “0  Rex  gentium”  (King)  and 
"0  Emmanuel”  (God  with  us). 

Five  of  these  short  verses  were  made 
into  a  Latin  hymn  by  an  unknown  writ¬ 
er  about  the  12th  century.  From  this 
Latin  hymn  Neale  made  his  English 
paraphrase,  found  in  most  American 
hymnals  today. 

The  source  of  the  tune  we  sing  with 
these  words  is  a  15th-century  commu¬ 
nity  of  French  Franciscan  nuns.  Neale 
found  a  collection  containing  this  tune 
in  the  National  Library  in  Lisbon, 
Spain,  and  Thomse  Helmore  adapted 
the  tune  for  a  hymnal  he  published  in 
London  in  1856. 

During  Advent,  the  singing  of  the 
hymn  should  resound  with  great  joy  as 
we  look  forward  to  Christmas  and  even 
beyond  to  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ. 
Sing  it  heartily,  especially  the  "re¬ 
joices”  in  the  refrain. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem” 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

MONTERREY,  Mexico— While  working  on  construction  of  a  small  Meth- 
odist  church,  short-term  volunteer  in  mission  Bert  Reynolds  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  helps  15-year-old  Ernesto  Lopez  fit  hardware  onto  a  tool  box  the 
Mexican  youth  built  from  Mr.  Reynold’s  design. 

Today’s  families  compared 
with  myths  of  yesteryears 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Doomsayers  who  say 
the  American  family  is  deteriorating 
may  be  comparing  today’s  reality  with 
mythical  families  of  the  past  that  never 
existed,  says  a  Brigham  Young  Universi¬ 
ty  sociologist. 

Dr.  Howard  Bahr  has  spent  the  last 
several  years  studying  different  periods 
of  history  in  search  of  the  "traditional 
family”  so  often  referred  to  today. 

He  has  examined  contemporary  and 
historical  documents  on  Western  Euro¬ 
pean  peasant  families,  American  pio¬ 
neer  families,  Midwestern  farm  families, 
small-town  families  of  the  1920s,  and 
suburban  families  of  the  1950s  and  1960s. 

The  European  family  "is  not  the  tradi¬ 
tional  family  we  so  want  to  emulate," 
Dr.  Bahr  concluded.  He  found  that  love¬ 
lessness  was  often  the  rule  in  marriages 
that  were  considered  economic  contracts 
based  on  considerations  of  property  and 
lineage.  Dr.  Bahr  said  the  values  of  the 
Western  European  peasant  family  were 
expressed  in  such  proverbs  as  "Rich  is 
the  man  whose  wife  is  dead  and  horse 
alive,”  and  "The  two  sweetest  days  in  a 
fellow’s  life  are  the  marriage  and  burial 
of  his  wife." 

Childhood  was  not  a  time  of  idyllic 


pleasures  for  these  families,  the  Mormon 
historian  said.  Infants  were  often  sent  to 
the  countryside  for  two  to  three  years  to 
be  raised  by  peasant  women  living  in 
filthy  shacks  who  nursed  the  infants  on 
water  and  sugar.  It  was  not  unusual  for 
ond-third  of  these  children  to  die  in  the 
first  two  years  of  life.  Dr.  Bahr  found. 

Things  were  not  much  better  for  the 
Midwestern  farm  families  of  the  mid- 
19th  century,  he  found.  Dr.  Bahr  cited 
the  first  annual  report  of  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture,  published  in 
1863,  which  condemned  farmers  for  not 
treating  their  wives  as  people.  He  also 
said  historian  John  Faragher  discovered 
that  husbands  were  legally  permitted  to 
punish  their  wives  physically  within 
"reasonable  limits"  a  century  ago. 

On  the  basis  of  these  and  other  find¬ 
ings,  Dr.  Bahr  has  concluded  that  “the 
fully  functioning,  warmly  supportive 
traditional  family  is  more  of  an  ideal 
than  a  historical  reality." 

He  said  that  “in  many  ways  the  mod¬ 
ern  family  may  be  a  healthier,  more 
supportive  place  to  live”  than  the  family 
of  the  past,  and  asserted  that  it  “makes 
no  sense  to  judge  the  quality  of  contem¬ 
porary  families  by  the  standard  of  a 
model  family  that  never  existed.” 


•  - wiav  CAUICU. 

Cults  4go  underground  in  mainstream’ 

Expansion  still  objective  of  many  even  though  membership  levels  off 

By  CAROL  DEL  SIGNORE  kind  of  incubator  for  such  movements.  Although  deprogramming  is  still  used  her  son  an h  . 


Federal  Nativity  scene  opposed 


From  Religious  News  Service 
'  WASHINGTON  — Lawyers  represent- 
ipg  12  national  Jewish  organizations 
have  urged  the  National  Park  Service 
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Plans  religious  summit 

LONDON,  England— The  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Runcie,  said  he  is  working 
toward  a  “religious  summit”  for 
peace. 


not  to  include  a  Nativity  scene  in  the  fed¬ 
erally  sponsored  Christmas  Pageant  of 
Peace  this  year. 

Last  year  a  Christmas  creche  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  display  near  the  White 
House  for  the  first  time  in  a  decade.  The 
Park  Service  said  it  based  its  decision  on 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  1984  ruling  that 
approved  government-sponsored  dis¬ 
plays  of  Nativity  scenes. 

But  attorney  Joel  Levy,  representing 
11  Jewish  groups,  says  that  "what  is  con¬ 
stitutional  is  not  necessarily  wise,  or  de¬ 
sirable,  whether  for  government  or 
religion.” 

Testifying  at  a  public  hearing  of  the 
Park  Service,  he  said  that  “the  Christian 
religious  message  is  hardly  advanced  if 
it  depends  on  governmental  approval  for 
its  validity.  This  is  one  of  those  instances 
where  what  is  constitutional  and  what  is 
sound  public  policy  do  not  coincide.” 

Church  of  England 
woman  priest  likely 

From  Religious  News  Service 

LONDON— The  Church  of  England  could 
have  its  first  woman  priest  in  June  1990. 

The  five-year  span  is  intended  to  allow 
the  fullest  possible  discussion  of  the  nec¬ 
essary  legislation  and  to  allow  the  Moth¬ 
er  Church  of  the  Anglican  Communion  to 
reach  a  common  mind,  if  this  is  possible, 
over  the  issue. 

Details  have  been  released  about  the 
projected  path  of  the  legislation,  which 
was  asked  for  by  the  governing  General 
Synod  earlier  this  year. 


By  CAROL  DEL  SIGNORE 
Religious  News  Service 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Some  of  those  associ¬ 
ated  with  cults  would  speak  to  Religious 
News  Service  only  on  condition  that 
their  real  names  not  be  reported.  In 
those  cases  only  a  first  name  is  used. 

SAN  DIEGO— Seven  years  ago  more 
than  900  members  of  the  People’s  Tem¬ 
ple  obeyed  the  exhortations  of  their  lead¬ 
er,  the  Rev.  Jim  Jones,  and  committed 
mass  suicide  in  Jonestown,  Guyana. 

Since  Jonestown,  there  have  been  the 
well-publicized,  prolonged  legal  battles 
and  criminal  investigations  of  Hare 
Krishna,  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon  and, 
most  recently,  the  Indian  guru  Bhagwan 
Shree  Rajneesh.  These  developments 
have  generated  speculation  that  perhaps 
the  cult  explosion  of  the  1970s  is  over. 

Cult-watchers  in  California  and  other 
parts  of  the  country  warn,  however,  that 
while  adverse  publicity  may  have  affect¬ 
ed  the  recruitment  activities  of  some 
well-known  groups,  membership  has  not 
really  declined  but  merely  leveled  off. 
Many  of  the  better-known  cults  have  en¬ 
tered  the  mainstream  in  appearance  and 
in  some  of  the  activities  they  undertake. 

Groups  keep  low  profile 

The  mother  of  a  member  of  The  Way 
International  says  that  the  thrust  of  that 
group  at  the  moment  is  “to  keep  a  low 
profile.”  She  continued,  “They  look  com¬ 
munity-oriented.  They  don’t  chant,  and 
they  wear  normal  clothes.” 

Many  Hare  Krishna  devotees  are  dis¬ 
carding  their  saffron  robes  for  three- 
piece  suits  and  wearing  wigs  over  their 
shaved  heads.  At  the  same  time,  their 
“Food  for  Life”  soup  kitchens  for  poor 
people  draw  praise  from  social-service 
officials  in  San  Diego  who  recommend 
that  the  program  be  expanded.  Both  the 
Church  of  Scientology  and  the  Mara- 
natha  Foundation  run  drug  clinics  in 
various  cities. 

As  the  well-known  groups  attempt  to 
cultivate  a  more  conservative  image, 
membership  in  smaller,  lesser-known, 
cultlike  organizations  is  on  the  rise.  An 
estimated  3,000  to  5,000  such  groups  ex¬ 
ist  in  the  United  States,  with  member¬ 
ships  ranging  from  10  to  tens  of 
thousands.  And  they  are  very  much  in 
evidence  in  California,  historically  a 


Some  seek  to  expand 

Some  cults  seek  to  expand  their  ranks. 
Methods  range  from  open  public  recruit¬ 
ment  at  information  tables  on  college 
campuses  to  more  selective  person-to- 
person  contacts. 

Supermarket  and  laundromat  bulletin 
boards  in  California  are  layered  with  fli¬ 
ers  promoting  everything  from  “ima- 
ginal  restructuring  through  creative 
breathing”  to  Kundalini  Yoga,  and  shop¬ 
pers  often  find  literature  tucked  under 
their  windshields  advertising  discounts 
on  psychic  readings  or  rebirth  therapy. 

Perhaps  more  than  anywhere  else, 
California  is,  as  one  anti-cult  activist  put 
it,  “a  cult  melting  pot.” 

Norine  Dresser,  a  professor  at  Califor¬ 
nia  State  University  at  Los  Angeles,  who 
has  done  extensive  research  on  cults,  at¬ 
tributes  California’s  reputation  for  so¬ 
cial  experiment  to  its  climate  and  what 
she  calls  "a  greater  toleration  for  diver¬ 
sity.” 

A  great  deal  of  cult  research  is  car¬ 
ried  on  by  parent  support  groups,  such  as 
the  national  Cult  Awareness  Network, 
and  established  religious  organizations 
such  as  Jewish  Family  Services,  which 
runs  a  cult  clinic  in  Los  Angeles  for  past 
and  present  cult  members  and  their 
families. 

For  parents  concerned  about  a  son  or 
daughter’s  interest  or  involvement  in  a 
non-traditional,  spiritual,  or  "self- 
growth”  group,  the  Cult  Awareness  Net¬ 
work,  the  Cult  Clinic  and  other 
organizations  offer  a  shopping  list  of  up¬ 
dated  information  on  groups  they  consid¬ 
er  “destructive  cults.” 

Since  the  cult  phenomenon  first  at¬ 
tracted  national  attention  in  the  1970s, 
scores  of  books,  articles  and  news  pro¬ 
grams  have  discussed  in  depth  the  vari¬ 
ous  methods  of  "mind  control"  or 
“brainwashing”  used  to  recruit  and  con¬ 
trol  cult  members. 


Although  deprogramming  is  still  used 
by  some  families,  cult  counselors  prefer 
to  employ  a  low-key  approach  called 
“exit  counseling,"  which  encourages  past 
or  present  cult  members  to  seek  help  on 
their  own. 

An  "us-versus-them"  mentality  is  the 
mainstay  of  almost  all  the  groups  de¬ 
fined  as  destructive  cults.  Ex-Moonies 
say  they  were  told  that  by  cutting  their 
ties  to  their  families,  they  were  “cutting 
our  binds  to  Satan.” 

“They  need  enemies.”  said  Mary.  “The 
system  depends  on  crisis  all  the  time.” 

As  a  result  of  her  attempt  to  “steal” 


her  son  and  her  activity  in  anti-cult  par¬ 
ent  support  groups,  Mary  has  been  tar¬ 
geted  by  her  group’s  leaders  as  an 
“enemy  of  the  church." 

Despite  memories  of  Jonestown  and 
other  tragic  episodes  linked  to  cult  in¬ 
volvement,  none  of  those  interviewed  for 
this  article,  including  parents  of  past  and 
present  cult  members,  would  advocate' 
legal  restriction  on  cults  or  any  other 
type  of  religious  activity. 

Education  of  the  public,  media  expo¬ 
sure  and  increased  awareness  are  what 
they  recommend  to  help  stop  abuses  by 
destructive  cults. 


TV ,  education  funding  approved 


Some  resort  to  kidnapping 

Some  desperate  parents  have  resorted 
to  kidnapping  their  own  children  and 
turning  them  over  to  a  deprogrammer 
whose  methods  often  resemble  those 
used  by  the  cults  themselves.  Depro¬ 
gramming  is  not  always  successful,  and 
some  children  have  sued  their  parents 
over  tne  ngnt  to  return  to  a  cult. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON.  Ohio— One  of  the  newest 
United  Methodist  avenues  of  designated 
giving  recently  gained  two  additions. 

The  denomination's  communications 
agency  got  approval  to  seek  $400,000  in 
each  of  the  next  three  years  to  help  pay- 
distribution  costs  of  the  new  national 
television  program,  “Catch  the  Spirit,  ' 
scheduled  to  air  in  January. 

The  denomination's  higher  education 
agency  got  approval  to  seek  $50,000  in 
each  of  the  next  two  years  and  $100,000 
in  1988  to  explore  establishing  a  United 
Methodist  college  in  Africa. 

This  $200,000  will  cover  costs  of  a  1986 
meeting  in  Burundi  of  both  American 
and  African  higher-education  leaders, 
consultants'  fees  and  grants  to  African 
institutions  that  might  be  considered  as 
United  Methodist  higher-education  cen¬ 
ters. 

Both  fund  solicitation  drives  are  part 
of  the  World  Service  Special  Gifts  ap¬ 
proved  on  a  four-year  trial  basis  by  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

The  two  campaigns  join  nine  others 
approved  in  1984  or  earlier  this  year  by 
the  World  Service  Special  Gifts  commi- 
tee  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  11  campaigns  carry  specific  limi¬ 
tations  voted  by  General  Conference: 

(1)  They  must  be  conducted  only 
among  specific  limited  constituencies;  in 
other  words,  funds  to  support  these  pro¬ 
jects  may  not  be  solicited  generally 
throughout  the  church. 

(2)  The  agency  receiving  approval  to 
seek  the  funds  must  bear  all  fund  promo¬ 
tional  costs  from  within  its  own  budget 


(3)  All  funds  raised  as  World  Service 
Special  Gifts  must  be  spent  on  the  spe¬ 
cific  project. 

(4)  Agencies  voting  to  participate  must 
jointly  share  general  promotional  costs. 

The  1984  General  Conference  decision 
to  make  a  variety  of  special-gift  cam¬ 
paigns  available  was  in  part  an  attempt 
to  give  other  general-church  boards  and 
agencies  financial  latitude  similar  to 
that  held  soldy  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  through  the  General 
Advance  (second-mile)  fund. 

Only  about  $6,000  had  been  received 
through  September  for  the  nine  projects 
that  had  a  total  goal  of  appoximately 
$558,000  through  1988.  Some  specials  are 
for  one  year,  others  for  three. 

The  television  campaign  with  its 
three-year  goal  of  $1.2  million  from  spe¬ 
cial  gifts  is  the  program’s  largest  so  far. 

-JOHN  A  LOVELACE 


Poem  of  the  week 

Perhaps  This  Year 

The  stream  carries  confetti 
of  red  and  gold  —  boldness 
but  not  pageantry. 

These  are  the  leafy 
messengers  of  autumn 
swept  downstream 
by  winter’s  broom. 

“Watch,”  Christ  told  us; 
for  some  autumn 
they  may  herald 
the  King’s  coming. 

-JEAN  RASMUSSEN 
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From  The  Executive  Director 


Give  A  Special  Gift  This  Year! 

Dear  Mr.  Bridges: 

In  Thanksgiving  for  being  able  to  provide  for  the  services  of  MacDonell  rather  than  needing  them,  I  wish  to 
send  this  gift  every: 

□  Week  □  Month  □  Year 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  help. 

NAME: _ _ _ 


CITY: _ 1 _ STATE: _ ZIP:. 

Send  to:  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services,  Inc., 

1210  East  Main  St.,  Houma.  LA  70363 


6 Individuality ’ 


m 


Executive  Director  G.  J.  Bridges,  left,  and  staff  member,  Mrs.  Diane  Williams,  put 
in  many  hours  to  insure  the  smooth  running  of  MacDonells. 


Our  annual  report  to  you  is  full  of 
Thanksgiving  this  year,  not  just  because  of 
the  season,  but  because  of  the  many  bless¬ 
ings  we  have  at  MacDonell  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Services,  Inc. 

We  have  had  a  good  year.  Our  success  is 
due  in  a  large  part  to  the  support  we  have 
received  from  our  many  kind  supporters. 

The  32  children  now  in  residence  at 
MacDonell  are  living  proof  of  these  bless¬ 
ings,  this  support  and  our  reasons  for 
thanks-giving. 

I  especially  want  to  thank  those  people 
who  put  MacDonell  in  their  thoughts  and 
prayers  during  Hurricane  Juan  in  late  Oc¬ 
tober.  We  suffered  only  minor  damage 
and  weathered  the  storm  and  subsequent 
flooding  with  good  spirits  and  no  injuries. 

An  exciting  event  for  MacDonell  this 
year  was  being  chosen  as  the  recipient  of 
the  annual  Volunteer  Activists  Awards 
program.  The  project,  sponsored  by  D.  H. 

Holmes  Co.,  Ltd.  and  Germaine  Monteil 
Cosmetics  Co.,  recognized  outstanding 
community  leaders  from  the  tri-parish  area  of  Terrebonne,  St. 
Mary  and  Lafourche. 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  tickets  to  a  dinner  in  honor  of 
the  winners  have  been  donated  to  MacDonell. 

We  are  also  pleased  with  the  enthusiasm  of  the  local  teach¬ 
ers,  principals,  social  workers  and  community  leaders  who  at¬ 
tended  our  annual  October  open  house. 

The  open  house  gives  our  young  people  an  opportunity  to 
act  as  hosts  and  hostesses  for  their  teachers  and  principals, 
and  to  display  some  of  the  work  done  in  the  Summer  Arts  and 
Crafts  Program.  School  personnel  are  given  an  opportunity  to 
view  the  achievements  of  their  students,  to  see  where  the  chil¬ 
dren  live  and  to  gain  more  understanding  of  each  child. 

Our  children  enjoyed  a  summer  full  of  activities,  including 
crafts,  field  trips  and  a  variety  of  learning  experiences.  Our 
crafts  program  includes  working  in  ceramics,  macrame,  nee¬ 
dlework,  sewing,  basic  cooking,  wood  working,  stained  glass 
and  several  other  popular  crafts.  The  children  are  given  an 
opportunity  to  develop  pride  in  their  accomplishments  and  to 
achieve  a  sense  of  self-worth. 

In  this  year’s  report  I  would  like  to  give  you  a  feeling  of 
MacDonell.  I  wish  you  could  all  visit  the  campus  with  us.  I 
would  like  you  to  pause  by  the  beautiful  Live  Oak  trees  of  Me¬ 
morial  Walk  and  to  reflect  on  how  much  MacDonell  has 
meant  through  the  years  to  so  many.  I  hope  you  would  stand 
under  the  old,  majestic  oaks  and  pecan  trees  that  grace  our 
campus  and  sense  the  feeling  of  “home.” 

We  have  a  special  campus  here,  with  over  64  years  of  tradi¬ 
tion  and  loving  care  for  numbers  of  children,  with  no  regard 
for  race,  creed  or  cofbr.  Since  the  founding  of  MacDonell  in 
1919  as  a  French  mission  by  Miss  Ella  K.  Hooper,  a  deaconess 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  we  have  worked  for  the  well¬ 
being  of  children. 

MacDonell  is  involved  in  a  redemptive  ministry,  helping  to 
heal  the  emotional  and  sometimes  physical  wounds  of  our 
children.  It  has  been  our  contention  that  although  the  State 
provides  the  same  services  as  the  Church,  we  provide  them  in 
the  name  of  Christ. 

Our  staff  consists  of  dedicated  and  enthusiastic  individuals 
with  extensive  backgrounds  in  the  area  of  residential  child 
care. 

Our  physical  facility  consists  of  17Va  acres  with  three  resi¬ 
dential  buildings  for  the  children,  an  administrative  building, 
a  recreation  building,  a  dining  hall  and  several  small  resi¬ 
dences  for  staff  members  who  live  on  campus.  The  campus  is 
located  along  the  south  side  of  the  Intercoastal  Canal  in  Hou¬ 
ma. 

We  are  trying  to  salvage  the  lives  of  children  who  have  been 
damaged  by  circumstances  over  which  they  have  had  no  con¬ 
trol. 

The  child  coming  into  our  care  often  has  been  through  so 
much  ...  the  breaking  up  of  his  (or  her)  own  home,  the  trial  of 
foster  homes  (sometimes  as  many  as  seven  in  an  eight-year- 
old’s  life).  These  children  often  come  here  feeling  nobody 
cares  enough  to  “hold  on  to  them.”  They  are  often  afraid  of  in¬ 
vesting  anything  in  a  relationship  with  an  adult.  The  MacDon¬ 


ell  staff  works  hard  to  provide  that  feeling  of  security  and  the 
feeling  that  people  do  care.  Everything  that  would  be  done  in 
a  family  home  situation  is  done  here. 

The  individual  needs  of  each  child  are  recognized  and  real¬ 
ized  to  the  greatest  extent  possible.  From  posters  and  pictures 
that  serve  as  part  of  the  room  decor,  to  clothing,  hobbies  and 
interests,  each  child  is  his  or  her  own  person  and  is  treated  as 
such.  At  the  same  time,  resident  counselors  and  staff  mem¬ 
bers  work  with  the  children  so  that  they  will  learn  to  work 
well  within  a  group  and  be  able  to  function  as  a  family  mem¬ 
ber. 

Special  emphasis  is  placed  on  relating  responsibility  for  be¬ 
havior  and  attitudinal  growth  with  rights  and  privileges.  So¬ 
cially,  the  children  are  encouraged  to  take  part  in  a  wide 
range  of  on-campus  activities.  Participation  in  school  and 
community  events  is  also  encouraged. 

Christian  values  are  stressed  and  formal  religious  instruc¬ 
tion  is  provided,  according  to  the  religion  of  the  child’s  family. 
Wednesday  vespers  are  held  on  campus  weekly,  while  ar¬ 
rangements  to  attend  Sunday  and  other  special  services  are 
made  with  the  nearby  Methodist  Church  and  other  area 
churches. 

We  feel  that  we  have  moved  forward  this  year.  We  have 
made  progress,  but  we  are  not  without  problems.  The  status 
of  the  economy  has  been  felt  at  MacDonell  as  it  has  in  fam¬ 
ilies  and  other  agencies  throughout  the  state. 

I  feel  it  is  vital  that  MacDonell  begin  working  toward  finan¬ 
cial  independence  from  state  and  public  funds  in  order  to 
more  successfully  serve  the  intent  of  our  mission.  We  have  re¬ 
ceived  such  wonderful  support  from  across  the  state,  but  we 
must  work  to  make  this  support  stronger.  To  do  this,  we  ask 
for  your  continued  help. 

Through  my  years  at  MacDonell,  I  have  visited  with  many 
of  you  at  open  house  here  and  in  your  own  churches.  I  would 
welcome  again  any  opportunity  to  talk  to  your  group  or  orga¬ 
nization  about  our  programs. 

While  we  do  not  give  tours  when  the  children  are  here,  we 
would  enjoy  meeting  you  in  our  administrative  offices  to  dis¬ 
cuss  our  program  and  facility. 

MacDonells  is  governed  by  a  30-member  local  board,  but  is 
owned  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  local  board  is  made 
up  of  citizens  from  across  the  state  of  Louisiana  who  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  policy  and  program  under  which  the  agency 
operates. 

I  feel  that  MacDonells  is  more  than  just  a  residential  care 
facility.  We  take  seriously  our  mission  in  Christ  to  provide 
more  than  food  and  shelter  for  our  children.  We  believe  that 
we  must  also  provide  a  spiritual  framework  from  which  our 
children  can  take  their  values. 

As  we  enter  the  holiday  season,  I  would  ask  that  you  re¬ 
member  MacDonells  in  your  hearts  and  in  your  prayers. 

Our  children  still  have  needs  that  cannot  be  met  without  ad¬ 
ditional  funds.  Become  a  blessing  for  MacDonells  and  make 
the  holidays  happier  for  our  children.  A  form  at  the  bottom  of 
the  page  is  provided  for  your  convenience. 


MacDonell’s  residence  balls  reflect  the  gracious  style  of  Louisiana  and  the  tree- 
shaded  campus. 


Individuality  is  encouraged  ip  the  decoration  of  each  child’s  room. 


Dear  Friends 

Christmas  cards  are  more  than  a  wonderful  holiday  tradition.  They  are  a  way  of 
sharing  the  warmth  of  the  Christmas  season  with  special  friends  both  far  and  near. 
We  at  MacDonell  would  again  this  year  like  to  give  you  the  opportunity  to  make  your 
Christmas  message  even  more  meaningful. 

When  you  remember  us  with  a  donation,  we  will  send  a  holiday  message  for  you  in 
a  beautiful  Christmas  card  to  those  on  your  list.  The  enclosed  presentation  card  will 
indicate  that  you  have  given  a  present  to  the  children  at  MacDonell  in  their  name. 
This  donation  of  five  dollars  or  more  per  card  includes  preparation,  postage  and 
mailing. 

Your  thoughtful  gift  can  help  provide  a  merrier  Christmas  for  our  children  while  it 
multiplies  your  joy  threefold  as  you  share  this  season  with  your  valued  friends  or 
customers. 

If  you  would  be  interested  in  knowing  more  about  this  method  of  sharing,  please 
call  868-8362. 

Sincerely, 

C.  J.  Bridges 
Executive  Director 

P.S.  Your  donation  is  tax  deductable  to  the  extent  of  the  law. 


JHacUoneU  United  HletljodtHt 
(Ebildren’n  8>erutceB  3nt. 


1210  East  Main  Street 


Houma,  Louisiana 


A  rose  garden  in  front  of  the  administration  building  invites  a  quiet  stroll. 
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‘What  Is  Life?’ 


“One  hour  of  life,  crowded  to  the 
full  with  glorious  action,  and  filled 
with  noble  risks,  is  worth  whole  years 
of  those  mean  observations  of  paltry 
decorum,  in  which  men  steal  through 
existence,  like  sluggish  waters 
through  a  marsh,  without  either  honor 
or  observation.” 

Those  words  were  penned  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott  and  I  consider  them 
worthy  of  remembrance.  The  abun¬ 
dant  life  Jesus  came  to  give  surely  is 
one  filled  with  glorious  action  and  no¬ 
ble  risks. 

There  are  so  many  people  in  the 
world  who  refuse  to  venture,  to  risk, 
to  attempt  the  impossible,  who  refuse 
to  try  because  they  might  fail.  They 
always  “play  it  safe”  and  so  they  nev¬ 
er  lose  but  they  never  win. 

I  cannot  understand  a  team  that 
will  play  for  a  tie  but  some  do  as  we 
witnessed  a  few  weeks  ago  and  some 
people  are  willing  to  settle  for  a  tie 
rather  than  to  risk  a  loss. 

The  Christian  church  and  Christian 
people,  clergy  and  laity,  ought  to  be¬ 
long  to  Sir  Walter  Scott's  team.  There 


are  so  many  mountains  to  climb,  so 
many  rivers  to  cross,  so  many  forests 
to  penetrate. 

I  was  talking  with  a  minister  the 
other  night  and  he  told  me  they  had 
not  subscribed  their  budget  for  1986. 1 
asked  him  if  he  intended  to  quit  and 
"make  do”  with  what  they  had  and  he 
indignantly  replied,  “I  should  say  not. 
We’re  going  back  to  the  congregation 
and  ask  those  who  can  to  sign  a  ‘Make 
it  Extra’  card.  We  can  subscribe  our 
budget  and  we  will.” 

It  is  that  kind  of  attitude  and  com¬ 
mitment  that  makes  a  difference  in 
church  and  in  life.  It  is  that  which 
transforms  living  from  a  dull,  boring, 
routine  existence  into  abundant  life 
“crowded  to  the  full  with  glorious  ac¬ 
tion  and  filled  with  noble  risks.” 

P.S.  I  hope  to  visit  you  in  person 
during  the  Advent  season.  Each  con¬ 
gregation  will  receive  a  videotape 
with  a  special  message  (3 ‘A  minutes) 
from  me  to  you. 


‘Jesus  Christ’ — New  Study  for  Adults 


Centenary  Named 
One  of  America’s  Best 


Centenary  College  has  been  named 
one  of  America's  best  colleges  in  a  na¬ 
tionwide  poll  of  college  presidents. 

The  survey  was  conducted  by  U.S. 
News  &  World  Report  which  asked  1,318 
college  presidents  to  pick  the  top  five  un¬ 
dergraduate  schools  from  a  list  of  insti¬ 
tutions  similar  to  their  own,  according  to 
size  and  academic  offerings. 

In  making  their  selections,  the  offi¬ 
cials  were  asked  to  consider  factors  such 
as  curriculum  strength,  teaching  quality, 
and  learning  atmosphere.  The  survey  re¬ 
sults  were  published  in  an  article  in  the 
magazine’s  November  25th  issue. 

Centenary,  the  oldest  liberal  arts  col¬ 
lege  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  was 
ranked  sixth  among  168  schools  in  the 
South. 

Centenary  is  also  among  221  public 


The  Administrative  Council  of  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  recently 
held  a  planning  retreat  to  establish  short 
and  long  range  goals  for  the  next  5 
years.  They  also  planned  a  calendar  of 
activities  and  priorities  for  1986.  New 
program  ministries  in  the  areas  of  chil¬ 
dren,  youth,  young  adults  and  families 
were  adopted.  In  addition,  the  council 
voted  to  establish  an  evangelism  com¬ 
mittee  that  will  be  responsible  for  a  new 
community-wide  visitation  program. 


and  private  institutions  to  be  featured  in 
The  Best  Buys  in  College  Education  by 
Edward  Fiske,  Education  Editor  of  The 
New  York  Times.  "I  thought  it  would  be 
helpful  to  list  schools  . . .  that  have  rich 
and  diverse  programs  and  have  man¬ 
aged  to  keep  their  costs  down,”  said 
Fiske. 

Said  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President  of 
Centenary,  “When  combining  this  U.S. 
News  survey  with  last  month’s  New 
York  Times  assessment  on  the  best  buys 
in  college  education,  it  shows  Centenary 
is  outstanding.  The  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  can  be  justly  proud  of  its  college." 

Methodist  youth  are  encouraged  to  at¬ 
tend  Centenary  and  are  invited  to  tour 
the  camous  at  anv  time  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  please  call  (collect)  The  Office  of 
Admissions,  (318)  869-5131. 


Administrative  Council  Retreat 


A  new  forty-eight  session  study  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  of  his  life  and  works,  of  his 
teachings,  is  now  available  as  a  part  of 
the  adult  curriculum  provided  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

This  publication  of  “Jesus  Christ”  rep¬ 
resents  the  fulfillment  of  a  dream  and 
the  fruition  of  many,  many  hours  of  dif¬ 
ficult  labor  on  the  part  of  many,  many 
persons  who  made  this  new  study  avail¬ 
able. 

To  make  those  forty-eight  sessions 
more  manageable,  “Jesus  Christ”  is  di¬ 
vided  into  eight  study  books  of  six  ses¬ 
sions  each.  These  eight  study  books  may 
be  used  in  any  order.  Sequence  may  be 
helpful  but  is  not  crucial. 

Each  of  the  eight  parts  of  this  study  is 
a  complete  learning  experience  in  itself. 
Some  groups  will  want  to  study  only  one 
or  a  few  of  the  parts.  Most  groups  will 
want  to  spend  most  of  a  year  studying 
all  eight  parts. 

The  eight  study  books,  rather  than  fol¬ 
lowing  a  basic  chronological  history  of 
the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  present 
Jesus  and  his  teachings  in  a  somewhat 
new  style.  They  perceive  Jesus  as  he 
functioned  and  lived  in  his  culture  and 
examine  the  interaction  of  Jesus  and 
that  culture.  This  interaction  becomes 
one  of  the  clues  to  our  own  interaction 
with  Jesus. 

All  eight  study  books  focus  on  the  cen¬ 
tral  question  that  Jesus  asked  Peter  and 


asks  each  person  insistently  now*  “Who 
do  you  say  that  I  am?”  The  curriculum 
resource  “Jesus  Christ"  will  not  give  you 
the  answer  to  that  question,  but  it  will 
help  you  and  the  members  of  your  adult 
study  group  begin  to  form  some  answers 
for  yourselves.  These  are  the  eight  study 
book  parts: 

“Jesus  Christ:  Early  Years" 

“Jesus  Christ:  Baptism  and  Tempta¬ 
tion” 

"Jesus  Christ:  Sermon  on  the  Mount” 
“Jesus  Christ:  Kingdom  Teachings” 
“Jesus  Christ:  Miracles” 

“Jesus  Christ:  Warnings  and  Judg¬ 
ments” 

“Jesus  Christ:  Holy  Week  and  Cruci¬ 
fixion” 

“Jesus  Christ:  Resurrection'' 

In  addition  to  the  leader's  guide  and 
the  student’s  book,  six  video  cassettes 
containing  twenty-five  episodes  are 
available  for  use  with  this  study.  The 
video  cassettes  will  add  new  insight,  un¬ 
derstanding  and  experience  for  those  in¬ 
volved  in  this  study  dealing  with  the  life 
of  Jesus.  Adults  using  the  "Jesus  Christ” 
study  will  have  the  opportunity  to  reflect 
and  meditate  on  their  own  experiences 
and  to  enter  into  a  series  of  personal  ac¬ 
tivities  designed  to  help  build  a  new  or 
deeper  relationship  with  Jesus. 

For  those  churches  not  wishing  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  video  cassettes,  they  may  be 
ordered  *from  the  Conference  Resource 
Center  for  a  nominal  fee. 
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Construction  at  Faith  UMC,  West  Monroe  continues.  The  project  is  one*third  com¬ 
pleted.  This  project  is  funded  by  the  1000  Club,  Church  Extension  and  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Rev.  M.  Jack  O'Dell  is  pastor. 


Centenary  Resource  Team  members  open  Junior  High  Retreat  at  Caney  Lake  with 
102  persons  in  attendance.  The  retreat  was  held  on  November  16-17. 


Dr.  William  Blakely  opens  My  Job  Training  at  Houma  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of  Financial  Affairs  for  the  Conference,  held  a  meeting 
in  Baton  Rouge  with  District  Secretaries,  District  Superintendents  and  others  inter¬ 
ested  in  knowing  more  about  the  computer  system  set  up  in  the  Conference  Head¬ 
quarters  Building  and  how  it  relates  to  the  computers  recently  installed  in  every 
district  office. 


"My  Job  Training”  Events  are  presently  being  held  in  every  district  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Staff.  Shown  here  are  a  part  of  those  in  attendance  at  Covington.  Two  other 
such  events  were  held  in  Houma  and  New  Orleans. 


Staff  prepares  for  New  Orleans-Slidell  "My  Job  Training"  at  First  United  Method- 
ist  Church.  Covington. 


Forty-three  Junior  High  youth  crowded  into  and  on  top  of  this  car  at  the  Junior 
High  Retreat  recently  held  at  Camp  Istrouma. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


The  XYZ  Club  (Xtra  Years  of  Zest), 
whose  membership  is  composed  solely  of 
retired  citizens,  held  its  annual  bazaar 
recently  in  the  Gym  and  Adult  building 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  Rev.  Joe  McClain  is  pastor. 

A  bonfire  and  hayride  for  the  youth  of 
Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  was  held  on 
November  22.  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  is 
pastor. 

The  UMW  of  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  hold  their  General  Meeting 
on  December  8.  The  program  will  in¬ 


clude  the  installation  of  new  officers. 
Rev.  Fred  0.  Shirley  is  pastor 

•  *  • 

The  Kentwood  Community  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  service  was  held  on  November  27  at 
Kentwood  UMC.  Dr.  Steve  Echols  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  Kentwood  gave  the 
special  Thanksgiving  message.  Rev. 
James  R.  Woodward  is  pastor  of  Kent¬ 
wood  UMC. 

The  “Bible  Busters”  group  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Many,  recent¬ 
ly  held  a  cake  sale  to  raise  money  for  a 
trip  to  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  next 
summer.  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  is  pastor. 


Mr.  Weldon  Brumfield,  Chairperson  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
conducted  a  recent  meeting  at  First  Church,  Alexandria.  Members  of  this  body  meet 
often  to  review  and  conduct  the  financial  affairs  of  the  conference. 
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'■ Editorial* 

Growth  plan:  A  missing  ingredient 


What  will  it  take  to  reverse  United 
Methodism’s  20-year  membership  de¬ 
cline? 

For  years  this  question  has  been  the 
subject  of  agonizing  debate.  Many  fin¬ 
gers  have  been  pointed,  but  no  consensus 
has  emerged  as  to  its  answer. 

To  their  credit,  the  bishops  of  our 
church  have  said  “we  will  assume  re¬ 
sponsibility”  for  addressing  this  condi¬ 
tion. 

There  is  much  reason  for  encourage¬ 
ment  in  the  bishops'  words  at  a  solemn 
covenant  service  during  their  meeting 
last  month:  “We  confess  with  heavy 
hearts  that  some  of  us  have  been  unable 
to  lead  our  pastors  and  people  to  the  lev¬ 
el  of  effectiveness  whereby  all  the 
church  can  grow”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  29). 

It  is  likewise  encouraging  to  see  the 
bishops  acknowledge  that  without  some 
basic  changes  in  outlook  and  approach 
United  Methodism’s  decline  will  contin¬ 
ue.  It  is  unpleasant  to  be  told  by  the 
membership  renewal  committee  head 
Bishop  Richard  Wilke  of  Arkansas:  "We 
have  not  bottomed  out.  We  are  not 
through  ‘cleaning  the  rolls.’  We  have  not 
turned  the  corner.” 

Those  words  stand  in  stark  contrast  to 
many  past  rationalizations  and  predic¬ 
tions  of  a  brighter  future  just  ahead.  We 
cannot  come  to  terms  with  a  problem 
until  we’ve  faced  it  fully  and  honestly. 

It  is  also  encouraging  to  see  Bishop 
Wilke’s  committee  receiving  cooperation 
and  support  from  the  denomination’s 
various  general  boards  and  agencies. 
With  their  help  the  committee  is  gather¬ 
ing  solid  data  about  our  sagging  denomi¬ 
national  statistics  and  analyzing  them. 
The  committee  has  now  developed  a  set 
of  eight  strategies  for  change.  A  less  in¬ 
tentional  approach  will  not  be  effective. 

Those  strategies  include  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  membership  growth  goals  by 
each  local  congregation,  a  telephone 
“hotline”  to  keep  track  of  members  who 
move  and  several  consultations  on 
church  revitalization  led  by  pastors  of 
growing  congregations.  Pastors  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  will  be  held  accountable  for 
their  involvement  by  the  bishops. 

One  important  ingredient,  however,  is 
not  self-evidently  included  in  the  eight- 
point  plan:  recognition  that  our  ongoing 
membership  decline  is  a  problem  of  spir- 

Letters  to  the  Editors 


it  as  well  as  a  problem  of  institutional 
decline.  No  administrative  technique  or 
strategy  alone  can  fill  a  spiritual  vacu¬ 
um.  No  human  plan  can  satisfy  a  need 
for  spiritual  nourishment. 

Discussion  of  the  membership  com¬ 
mittee’s  report  at  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
meeting  revealed  that  many  of  the  bish¬ 
ops  recognize  this  dimension  of  the  prob¬ 
lem.  Bishop  Paul  L.  A.  Granadosin, 
citing  United  Methodism's  growth  in  the 
Philippines  said:  “The  secret  is  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  preachers  we  now  produce.  The 
evangelistic  fervor  is  missing  from 
churches  in  the  United  States  from  what 
I  have  experienced." 

Bishop  Felton  May  of  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania  urged  his  fellow  bishops  to 
use  their  authority  to  require  an  expla¬ 
nation  from  pastors  who  lead  no  one  to 
Christ  during  a  given  year. 

A  Maryland  pastor,  the  Rev.  George 
Anderson,  writing  in  the  same  issue  of 
the  Reporter,  matched  the  bishops’  con¬ 
fessional  spirit  and  was  equally  pointed 
in  his  prescription:  "W.e,  the  pastors,  are 
not  winning  souls  to  Christ  and  teaching 
our  people  to  do  the  same. . . .  Not  only 
are  we  not  winning  souls  to  Jesus  Christ 
and  His  Kingdom,  but  often  we  are  not 
sure  of  our  own  salvation _ If  the  bish¬ 

ops  really  want  to  reverse  the  member¬ 
ship  loss,  they  will  help  the  preachers  to 
make  the  finding  of  their  own  personal 
salvation  a  No.  1  priority  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  during  the  rest  of  this 
decade.” 

We  would  go  a  step  further  and  urge 
our  bishops  put  at  the  top  of  their  list  of 
strategies  some  concrete  efforts  to  build 
up  the  faith  and  nourish  the  spiritual  life 
of  our  church’s  clergy.  Bishop  Wilke  and 
members  of  his  committee  have  repeat¬ 
edly  mentioned  this  point.  But  it  seems 
to  get  lost  in  discussions  of  growth  me¬ 
chanics. 

It  is  not  easy  to  maintain  faith  in  God 
or  to  preach  faith  to  others  in  a  culture 
that  is  increasingly  dominated  by  God- 
denying  “principalities  and  powers.”  If 
life  in  Christ  is  not  continually  nur¬ 
tured— and  reflected— in  the  lives  of  our 
leaders,  the  number  who  follow  will  in¬ 
evitably  diminish.  An  intentional  effort 
to  address  this  problem  will  make  all  of 
our  other  church  growth  strategies  more 
effective. 
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Christians  should  be  attempting 
to  change  the  law 9  not  to  break  it 


By  ROBERT  L.  KUYPER 

When  considering  ethical  decisions,  of¬ 
ten  a  good  question  to  ask  ourselves  is, 
"What  if  everybody  did  it?” 

I  am  concerned  about  the  rise  of  emo¬ 
tion  and  often  irrationality  from  those  of 
both  the  right  and  the  left  as  we  debate 
important  issues  before  our  society. 

People  have  bombed  clinics  out  of 
their  belief  that  God  is  opposed  to  abor¬ 
tion.  Others  have  been  indicted  for  vio¬ 
lating  the  immigration  law  for  shielding 
illegal  refugees.  Their  defense  is  the 
right  of  civil  disobedience  and  the  need 
to  obey  one’s  conscience. 

I  grew  up  in  the  South  and  as  a  student 
participated  in  the  civil  rights  movement. 
There  were  those  in  that  movement  who 
chose  to  violate  what  they  felt  was  an  un¬ 
just  law  preventing  black  people  from  be¬ 
ing  served  in  restaurants  and  other  public 
facilities.  For  their  defense,  they  pleaded 
the  unconstitutionality  of  those  laws,  and 
the  laws  were  struck  down  by  the  courts. 
That  is  an  accepted  defense  in  a  society 
based  on  a  constitution. 

Movements  are  different 

Today’s  civil  disobedience  is  signifi¬ 
cantly  different.  Those  protesting  nucle¬ 
ar  weapons,  United  States  involvement 

My  Witness 


in  Central  America  and  apartheid  in 
South  Africa  are  not  violating  the  law 
they  consider  unjust. 

Rather  they  are  being  arrested  on  a 
charge  like  “unlawful  obstruction.”  This 
is  an  act  of  violence  as  they  prevent  by 
intimidation  the  passage  into  a  building 
of  people  who  have  a  right  to  enter  that 
building.  To  the  demonstrators’  credit, 
however,  they  do  expect  to  be  caught 
and  arrested. 

A  step  further  taken 

Now  we  have  gone  a  step  further. 
Those  who  bomb  clinics  and  harbor  refu¬ 
gees  hope  to  get 
away  with  their  ac¬ 
tions  and  are  not 
protesting  or  at¬ 
tempting  to  change 
the  laws  to  which 
they  object.  They 
simply  violate  those 
laws  in  the  name  of 
God. 

The  question  of  slavery  was  settled  by 
resorting  to  violence  that  left  a  legacy  of 
discrimination,  oppression  and  poverty 
which  we  are  still  working  to  overcome. 
Only  God  knows  how  history  might  have 
been  different  if  those  involved  had 


Robert  L.  Kuyper 


Good  news  shows  that  God  still  works 


By  THOMAS  F.  KING 

The  other  day  I  received  a  church  pa¬ 
per  from  a  friend  of  mine.  It  just  so  hap¬ 
pened  that  the  paper  came  at  a  time 
when  I  was  thinking  of  all  the  troubles  of 
the  world  and  wondering  what  was  going 
to  happen  next. 

I  was  thinking  of  wars  in  various  parts 
of  the  world,  and  I  was  thinking  of  the 
savage  intensity  of  race  riots. 

I  was  thinking  also  of  financial  and 
economic  problems,  and  I  thought  of 
drug  problems  and  of  high-school  stu¬ 
dents  who  could  barely  read. 

Then  I  thought  of  the  fearful  problem  of 
nations  piling  up  armaments  and  of  the 
threat  of  annihilation  that  faces  all  of  us. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  end  to  the  trou¬ 


bles  and  the  problems.  We  can  keep  on 
adding  to  those  I  have  listed,  and  all  of 
us  wonder  what  is  the  solution. 

Consequently,  my  mood  was  far  from 
being  happy  as  If- 
opened  up  the  church 1 
paper  and  began  to 
read.  I  started  with 
the  pastor’s  leading 
article  and  found  j 
myself  reading  about  f 
a  tremendous  com¬ 
munity  effort  in  a  L  ..\ 
small  town  for  the  Thomas  King 
benefit  of  a  certain  family. 

Apparently  this  family  had  suffered 
severe  misfortune,  and  the  community 
was  trying  to  help.  The  church  was  serv- 


Nicaragua  crackdown  charge  seems  ridiculous 


To  the  Editor: 

In  an  article  on  Nicaragua  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  15),  charges  are  reported  concern¬ 
ing  arrests  and  harassment  of  church  of¬ 
ficials  in  that  country. 

While  not  much  detail  is  available  at 
this  time,  in  my  judgment  the  charge 
that  there  were  warnings  “not  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  people  outside  church 
buildings”  is  ridiculous— if  we  are  really 
talking  about  the  Gospel.  Also,  I  definite¬ 
ly  have  doubts  about  the  reported  warn¬ 
ing  not  to  criticize  the  government. 

I  have  been  wondering  why  it  might  be 
that  these  church  people  would  be  ha¬ 
rassed  when  the  substantial  majority  of 
the  church  people  in  that  country  cooper¬ 
ate  with  the  government  and  vice  versa. 

I  understand  from  the  Rev.  Oscar  Bo- 
lioli,  head  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Latin  American  section  (by 
way  of  Nicaragua  Interfaith  Committee 
for  Action,  San  Francisco),  that  the  in¬ 
terrogations  were  occasioned  by  con¬ 
tacts  of  those  church  people  with  the 
contra  rebels,  and  the  police  actions 
were  intended  to  reduce  the  contacts. 

He  also  reports  that  no  one— of  these 
people— was  in  prison  through  Nov.  4, 
and  life  is  normal  there. 

Ballard  W.  George 
Sunnyvale,  California 

Document  charges  fully 

To  the  Editor: 

I  hope  before  any  further  publici¬ 
ty  is  given  to  the  alleged  persecution  of 
“evangelicals”  in  Nicaragua  that  you 
will  fully  document  the  charges  (see 
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UMR,  Nov.  15). 

Information  coming  from  Campus 
Crusade  people  and  Bill  Bright  should  be 
a  cause  for  suspicion.  Mr.  Bright  is  a  de¬ 
voted  friend  of  Ronald  Reagan,  and  it 
will  serve  his  ends  to  discredit  the  San- 
danistas. 

It  will  also  get  him  "brownie  points" 
in  the  White  House. 

Ted  Benson 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

Story  called  troubling 

To  the  Editor: 

John  Lovelace’s  article  on  the  nature 
of  the  Methodist  "connection”  and  the 
substantially  changed  self-concept  of  to¬ 
day’s  minister  (see  UMR,  Nov.  15)  is  pro¬ 
voking  and  troubling. 

The  comments  of  the  Revs.  James 
Laney  and  John  Neff  regarding  the  his¬ 
torical  and  current  meaning  of  connection 
suggest  something  hollow  and  sterile. 

The  overtones  of  organization  and  pro¬ 
fessionalism  are  least  impressive  if  con¬ 
nection  can  be  considered  a  bundle  of 
more  intimate  relationships. 

Dr.  Neff’s  analysis  of  the  values  of  the 
connectional  principle  is  more  promising 
but  requires  a  further  translation  for  laity. 

The  erosion  of  the  Protestant  work  ethic 
isn’t  surprising  in  our  social  environment 
but  is  not  wholly  defensible  or  desirable. 

A  minister  should  not  desire  or  be  able 
to  draw  an  arbitrary  line  through  his 
work  life  and  personal  life.  Overlap  is 
natural  and  beneficial. 

I  reject  the  notion  a  minister’s  person¬ 
al  life  offers  the  sole  opportunity  or  con¬ 
text  in  which  he  can  express  his  real  self. 

James  R.  Gillespie 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida 

System  gets  harder  to  sell 

To  the  Editor: 

It  gets  harder  each  year  to  sell  the 
connectional  system  to  the  local 
churches  when  the  hierarchy  promiscu¬ 
ously  abuse  the  system  with  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  very  little  concern  for  the 
folks  back  home. 

Boards  such  as  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  its  high-handed 
approach  to  the  much  needed  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  apparent¬ 
ly  disregard  the  need  for  missionaries  of 
the  Gospel.  Instead  they  support  much 
needed  schools  and  rebellious  groups 
promoting  violence  — definitely  not 
Christian  in  any  way,  shape  or  form  —  all 
at  the  expense  of  the  Gospel. 

Such  boards  should  be  broken  up  en¬ 
tirely. 

On  top  of  that,  the  church  has  within 
its  structure  such  groups  as  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women— 
not  needed  to  my  way  of  thinking— that 
hires  self-avowed  practicing  lesbians. 
That  is  creating  a  double  standard  that 
is  unbiblical,  un-Christian  and  against 
our  denominational  standards. 

This  hiring  of  Patricia  Broughton  is  one 
of  the  many  acts  of  these  agencies  that 
are  getting  almost  impossible  to  accept. 

I  pray  that  we  as  a  denomination  can 
continue  to  reach  out  to  all  sinners  (myself 
included)  by  bringing  them  into  the  fold. 

At  the  same  time  the  standard  must  be 
that  to  be  in  any  leadership  or  hired  posi¬ 
tion  a  person’s  lifestyle  should  reflect 
Christ  and  not  Satan  living  in  us. 

Love  the  people  enough  to  take  a 
tough  stand,  calling  sin  what  it  is,  and 
help  them  see  the  need  for  coming  out  of 
it  through  Christ,  not  affirming  a  sinful 
way  of  life. 

When  we  master  that,  our  denomina¬ 


tion  will  again  grow  as  God  would  bless 
us  for  loving  the  sinners  and  not  loving 
their  sins  unashamedly. 

Russell  I.  Bean  Sr. 

Tampa,  Florida 

We  shouldn’t  break  laws 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  by  Roberta  Sappington 
about  the  MARCHA  caucus  (Methodists 
Associated  Representing  the  Cause  of 
Hispanic-Americans)  is  informational 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  8). 

However  the  publication  of  planned  dis¬ 
obedience  of  the  laws  of  our  land  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  a  disservice  to  the  Christian 
way  of  life  in  general  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  particular.  There  are 
legitimate  ways  to  get  laws  changed. 

Our  country  is  a  democracy.  It  is  the 
best  country  that  I  know,  and  it  should 
stay  that  way. 

Of  course  there  are  some  laws  that 
should  be  improved,  and  there  are  good 
procedures  for  making  changes.  Civil 
disobedience  is  not  one  of  them. 

Our  time,  talents  and  money  should  be 
used  for  improvements,  particularly  by 
Christian  agencies  and  individuals.  I 
hate  to  see  any  of  our  church’s  resources 
used  by  lawbreakers.  I  hate  to  put  any  of 
our  church’s  members  in  the  category  of 
lawbreakers. 

There  are  plenty  of  ways  to  help  un¬ 
fortunate  people  without  breaking  laws 
of  our  land.  We  are  paying  immigration 
officials  to  do  their  jobs.  Why  not  help 
them  instead  of  making  their  jobs  more 
difficult  and  expensive  and  setting  an 
example  of  being  lawbreakers? 

Illegal  Hispanics  can  be  better  helped 
in  their  own  land.  There  they  don’t  have 
the  disadvantages  of  a  new  language, 
new  customs,  isolation  from  relatives 
and  friends,  etc. 

Their  homeland  is  where  we  ought  to 
help— before  they  become  illegal  aliens. 
We  have  legal  citizens,  and  legal  aliens, 
that  need  help— more  help  than  is  being 
given. 

Please  encourage  our  church  agencies 
to  work  and  live  within  the  law  and  stop 
being  lawbreakers. 

H.  F.  Brook 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Spiritual  rot  continues 

To  the  Editor: 

The  creeping  spiritual  rot  that  de¬ 
stroys  our  church  continues. 

Among  other  incidents,  I  have  endured 
a  pastor  who  prayed  to  “our  heavenly 
Mother”  (and  she  did  not  mean  the  Vir¬ 
gin),  a  district  superintendent  who 
termed  us  "unenlightened”  when  our 
charge  conference  bristled  as  he  an¬ 
nounced  he  was  voting  in  favor  of  the  or¬ 
dination  of  homosexuals  and  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  Japan  who  tor¬ 
pedoed  a  missions  conference  with  this 
statement: 

“I  teach  English  and  would  never  pre¬ 
sume  to  convert  a  Shintoist.  They  have 
their  way.” 

What  prompts  all  that?  After  singing 
the  “Edelweiss  Benediction”  in  so  many 
churches,  I  now  read  that  the  Rev.  Paul 
Donelson  of  Iowa  felt  compelled  to  re¬ 
write  it  partly  because  the  language  was 
not  inclusive  (see  UMR,  Nov.  15)!  Our 
Father,  have  mercy! 

Douglas  E.  Giffels 

East  Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Study  offers  good  advice 

To  the  Editor: 

Seldom  does  one  find  a  newspaper  that 


presents  all  sides  of  an  issue  or  concern 
of  public  nature.  That  is  why  I  look  for¬ 
ward  each  week  to  receiving  my  copy  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  Nov.  8  issue  once  again  substanti¬ 
ates  my  point  of  “unbiased”  reporting 
found  in  the  Reporter. 

The  article  reporting  on  the  newly  re¬ 
leased  study  by  the  Brookings  Institute, 
headlined  “Religion  in  American  Public 
Life,"  ended  with  the  following  recom¬ 
mendation,  “. . .  churches  should  avoid 
‘squandering’  their  moral  authority  by 
taking  stands  on  too  many  public-policy 
issues.” 

Scattered  throughout  the  paper  are  ar¬ 
ticles  on  actions  by  various  Methodist 
churches  and  groups  that  support  the 
findings  of  the  study  and  are  in  direct 
contrast  to  the  recommendations  found 
in  the  article. 

If  the  Brookings  study  can  be  accepted 
as  fact,  then  perhaps  "we”  Methodists 
should  take  heed  and  become  more  at¬ 
tuned  to  the  findings  of  this  study. 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Visalia,  California 


ing  dinners,  and  even  the  local  school 
was  involved  in  the  project. 

As  I  continued  reading  about  the  crowds 
that  came,  I  found  my  heart  was  “strange¬ 
ly  warmed.”  I  was  emotionally  affected, 
and  actually  I  was  profoundly  stirred. 

“This,"  I  thought,  "is  tremendous.  Here 
is  the  whole  community  working  together 
for  one  worthy  object."  It  was  thrilling  to 
read,  just  as  though  God  were  overseeing 
everything,  that  the  food  gave  out  only 
when  the  people  stopped  coming. 

Everything  was  sold,  and  more  than 
$4,000  was  raised. 

When  I  finished  the  article,  I  was  ex¬ 
hilarated.  I  was  lifted  up  and  found  my¬ 
self  giving  thanks  to  God  for  what  He 
had  done.  My  depression  was  gone,  and 
in  its  place  there  was  praise. 

All  the  troubles  of  the  world  I  had 
been  thinking  about  were  still  there. 
None  of  them  had  gone  away.  But  now  I 
realized  anew  that  this  world  still  con¬ 
tains  lots  of  good  people  and  that  these 
good  people  will  really  act  when  they 
are  challenged  to  do  so. 

Perhaps  the  church  has  been  afraid  to 
confront  humanity  with  a  great  chal¬ 
lenge.  We  fear  to  rock  the  boat. 

But  if  only  enough  people  really  be¬ 
lieved  the  faith,  if  only  we  were  desper¬ 
ately  in  earnest  and  if  only  we  could 
catch  the  fire,  the  Lord  could  do  amazing 
things  through  us  and  with  us..Jt  is  re¬ 
markable  how  the  Lord  can  use  ordinary 
people  if  we  just  let  Him  do  it. 

The  challenges  are  real  today.  Let’s 
face  them,  and  do  something. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  F.  King,  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  who 
now  lives  in  Wichita,  Kan. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


sought  legal  and  peaceful  means  of  re¬ 
solving  that  conflict. 

Others  will  refer  to  Hitler  and  Nazi 
Germany.  If  I  had  lived  then,  I  might 
well  have  joined  Bonhoffer  in  the  plot 
against  Hitler’s  life. 

It  has  been  said  that  Paul’s  words, 
"...be  subject  to  the  governing  authori¬ 
ties,”  in  Romans  13:1,  must  always  be 
balanced  against  Revelation  13,  where 
the  state  is  the  beast.  But  surely  that  is 
not  our  situation  in  the  United  States.  In 
a  democracy,  we  have  the  privilege  and 
the  responsibility  of  changing  laws,  if  we 
can  get  a  majority  to  go  along  with  us. 

Violating  the  law  is  a  confession  that 
we  have  not  succeeded  in  convincing  the 
majority.  Violating  the  law  usually 
causes  others  to  “dig  in"  with  their  opin¬ 
ions.  News  reports  of  arrests  seldom 
give  detailed  reasons  for  the  protest.  I 
have  my  doubts  as  to  whether  anyone’s 
mind  is  changed  by  these  news  reports. 

What  if  everyone  violated  the  law 
when  they  did  not  get  their  way?  What  if 
churches  refused  to  pay  their  apportion¬ 
ments  because  of  stands  taken  by  the 
larger  church,  stands  opposed  to  the  con¬ 
science  of  individual  members  of  those 
churches? 

What  if  disaffected  members  blocked 
parking  lots  and  doors  of  their  churches 
because  they  thought  the  preacher  was 
too  liberal  or  too  conservative?  What  if 
we  disrupted  the  proceedings  at  denomi¬ 
national  meetings  every  time  we  found 
our  conscience  on  the  losing  side? 

Life  would  be  affected 

Our  life  together  as  an  orderly  and 
lawful  society  and  church  would  be 
greatly  affected.  With  violence  and  emo¬ 
tion  increasing  on  both  the  right  and  the 
left,  how  long  will  it  take  before  we  are 
just  like  Beirut  and  a  thousand  other 
places  in  our  world,  where  questions  are 
debated  but  not  settled  with  bombs,  guns 
and  rockets? 

We  have  the  right  to  change  laws.  Let 
us  do  our  best  by  reasoned  argument  to 
convince  the  majority.  Resorting  to  vio¬ 
lence  and  disobedience  of  laws  will  only 
hurt  our  society  in  the  long  run. 

I  believe  that  the  minority  in  tune  with 
God  will  eventually  become  the  majority 
in  a  democratic  society.  Let’s  not  de¬ 
stroy  that  democracy  by  violating  laws 
voted  by  the  majority. 

“Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  Robert  L.  Kuyper,  is  pastor  of 
Trinity  UMC  in  Bakersfield,  California 
(Califomia-Nevada  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,”  National  Christian  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  222198,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


Recipient 

I  did  not  with  the  Wise  Men  go, 

Or  talk  with  one  of  them. 

I  only  know  that  Christ  was  born 
In  Bethlehem. 

No  angels  have  appeared  to  me, 

Shining  like  hope  in  Spring, 

Yet  I,  poor  shepherd  of  my  life, 

Still  hear  them  sing. 

—WILLIAM  WALTER  DE  BOLT 


Encounter  deepens  marriage  pact 


Susan  Aguren 


My  husband  of  four  months  gave  me  a 
blank,  questioning  look  when  I  asked  if 
he’d  like  to  go  on  an  Engaged  Encounter 
weekend. 

Engaged  Encounter?  We’d  been  mar¬ 
ried  for  months  now.  Why  did  I  want  to 
go? 

I  explained  to  him  that  I  had  been  as¬ 
signed  to  write  a  sto¬ 
ry  on  the  pilot 
program  (see  related 
story  in  this  issue) 
and  it  might  be  a  lit¬ 
tle  awkward  for  me 
to  go  alone. 

If  Wayne  were  the 
Scrooge-type,  he 
would  have  said 
“bah  humbug.’’  Instead,  he  bit  his 
tongue,  put  on  a  supportive  smile  and 
said  he’d  go— for  my  sake. 

Besides,  we  might  even  learn  some¬ 
thing  from  it,  I  said,  trying  to  reassure 
him. 

The  two  days  in  Tucson  intended  to 
support  engaged  couples  in  building 
communication  skills  and  grounding 
their  impending  marriages  in  Christ 
changed  our  lives— and  our  marriage. 

As  much  as  we  previously  prided  our¬ 
selves  on  building  our  love— and  our 
marriage— on  Christian  principles,  we 
found  a  new  dimension  of  communicat¬ 
ing  and  understanding  the  scope  of 
Christ-centered  love  during  that  week¬ 
end. 

We  discovered,  as  I  imagine  most  of 
the  other  couples  there  did,  that  if  our 
marriage  is  to  survive  in  a  society  where 
life-long  marriages  are  diminishing,  then 
our  love  for  each  other  must  be  uncondi¬ 
tional,  just  as  Christ’s  love  for  us  is  un¬ 
conditional. 

Disillusionment  is  inevitable  in  every, 
marriage,  we  were  told.  When  disillu¬ 
sionment  comes  and  is  recognized,  the 
couple  can  draw  strength  from  the  recol¬ 
lection  of  better  days,  and  struggle  to  re¬ 
capture  the  blessings  they  know 
marriage  can  offer. 

I  can  imagine  Christ’s  disappoint¬ 
ments  in  us  being  much  the  same  way. 
Our  initial  “courtship”  days  as  Chris¬ 


tians  bring  out  the  best  of  the  Spirit’s 
fruits:  love,  joy,  peace,  patience,  faith¬ 
fulness  and  humility.  But  what  about 
those  times  when  the  less  noble  side  of 
our  nature  takes  control  and  He  sees  us 
jealous,  angry  or  overly  ambitious  to 
achieve  worldly  acclaim? 

Indeed,  God  is  disappointed  in  us  at 
those  times  but  He  never  quits  loving  us. 
God  never  quits  supporting  us  and  He 
never  leaves  us. 

Such  are  the  qualities  of  a  Christ-cen¬ 
tered  marriage. 

On  the  final  evening  of  the  Engaged 
Encounter  we  were  assigned  to  write  a 
prayer  for  our  marriage— a  prayer  for 
hope,  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving. 


After  a  full  day  of  emotionally 
charged  written  assignments  designed  to 
test  our  response  to  potential  aspects  of 
day-to-day  life  together,  we  were  ex¬ 
hausted— but  stimulated. 

We  had  discovered  something  that  day 
that  had  been  there  all  along  in  our 
minds. 

That  night,  as  we  prayed,  it  became 
real  in  our  hearts  as  well. 

"Lord,  all  we  ask  is  a  heart  like 
yours— a  heart  that  rejoices  when  the 
other  triumphs,  cries  when  the  other 
faces  disappointment  and  never,  ever 
quits  loving.” 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


This  Christmas, 
give  Cokesbury  Bibles 
Here’s  one  example: 


Cokesbury  RSV  Special  Gift  Reference 
Bible.  Genuine  leather  binding,  semi-limp 
style;  chevo  lining;  gold  page  edges;  words  of 
Christ  in  red;  ribbon  page  marker;  family  register 

section  and  presentation  page;  study  aids;  concordance;  color  maps;  75,000  center 
column  references;  gift-boxed.  A  $40  value!  Cokesbury 's  special  price.  $26.95 
C08-051384.  Brown  •  C08-051395.  Burgundy  •  C08- 125884.  Black 

Other  fine  Cokesbury  Bibles  are  available,  starting  as  low  as  S5.95!  Call  or 
write  for  your  free  copy  of  the  Cokesbury  Bibles  Catalog  now! 


CALL  OR  Visrr  YOL'R  COKESBLRY  STORE 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  IWXV67M7B9 
IV  your  Colteabury  account  American  fcapreM 


ir  Ma.tt 


Monday  Friday.  7  TO  to  5  00  Cemral  li 
ORDER  FROM  VOI  R  COKESBl  RV  SERVICE  CENTER 
»l  Eighth  Ave  .  South  •  P  O  Bo«  SOI  •  Naihville.  TN  }1202  •  Phont 
1635  Adnin  Road  •  Burlingame  CA  WOIO-  Phone  4|Si642*3M2 
Price  tub/tet  to  i  hung r  T ratuponaiuin  extra  Add  tolrt  iiu  if  applies! 
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South  African  Methodists  ‘hurt’ 

United  Methodist ,  British  ‘ brickbats 9  on  dual  education ,  pay  refuted 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Christmas  TV  service  features  boys’  choir 
HAWAII— The  world-renowned  Honolulu  Boys’  Choir  will  sing  Christmas 
carols  in  Hawaiian  and  English  on  the  NBC-TV  holiday  special,  “Christmas 
in  Hawaii,”  on  Christmas  Day.  The  program  will  feature  the  Christmas  ser¬ 
vice  of  Central  Union  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Honolulu. 

Bishop  going  to  Zimbabwe 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON  — Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington  has  been  named  to  preside 
over  the  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Zimbabwe  for  seven  months,  beginning 
Dec.  1,  in  the  absence  of  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa  who  is  on  sabbatical  leave  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

A  three-month  study  leave  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  for 
Bishop  Muzorewa,  beginning  last  sum¬ 
mer,  but  a  longer  sabbatical  was  ap¬ 
proved  at  a  meeting  of  the  council  in 
Wichita,  Kan.,  Nov.  12-15. 

Mrs.  Muzorewa  and  their  daughter  are 
expected  to  join  the  bishop  in  Nashville 
where  he  is  studying  at  Scarritt  College. 
The  family  lived  in  Nashville  during  the 


1960s  when  he  was  a  student  at  Scarritt. 

Bishop  Mathews,  72.  retired  in  1980  af¬ 
ter  serving  20  years  as  an  active  bishop 
in  the  Boston  and  Washington  Areas.  He 
has  served  as  a  missionary  pastor  and 
district  superintendent  in  India  and  as  an 
executive  with  the  former  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions  in  New  York. 

On  Oct.  15  Bishop  Muzorewa,  prime  min¬ 
ister  of  the  transitional  Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
government  in  1979,  announced  his 
resignition  as  president  of  his  political 
party  (United  African  National  Council) 
and  from  all  political  activities  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
began  work  in  Zimbabwe  (formerly  Rho¬ 
desia)  88  years  ago,  has  four  districts 
and  440  congregations  in  that  country. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Some  South  African  Methodist  leaders 
said  last  week  they  are  deeply  hurt  by 
what  they  called  unfair  attacks  on  them 
by  American  and  British  Methodists. 

"We  don’t  need  brickbats  from  over¬ 
seas  brothers  and  sisters  who  are  our 
friends,”  said  the  Rev.  Ernest  Baartman, 
a  black  who  is  the  new  president  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

He  said  recent  overseas  accusations 
that  South  African  Methodists  operate  a 
dual  system  of  pay  and  education  for 
black  and  white  clergy  simply  are  false 
and  the  kind  of  ‘‘misinformation  to  which 
we  have  become  accustomed  from  the 
South  African  government." 

It  is  ironic  that  while  South  African 
Methodist  leaders  daily  experience  the 
costs  of  living  the  Gospel  in  opposition  to 
the  "heresy”  of  legalized  racial  segrega¬ 
tion,  Methodists  in  other  countries  are 
accusing  them  of  supporting  the  racist 
culture,  another  church  official  said. 

Questions  from  British,  U.S. 

Questions  and  criticisms  of  South  Afri¬ 
can  Methodists  have  risen  in  at  least 
three  recent  occasions: 

•  Directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  last 
month  in  New  York  rather  hurriedly  ap¬ 
proved  a  motion  asking  an  investigation 
to  see  if  money  given  to  South  African 
Methodists  benefits  blacks  and  whites 
equally. 

Calls  to  several  sources  last  week 
found  some  confusion  concerning  the 
specific  ramifications  of  the  vote.  The 
Nov.  1  issue  of  the  “Newscope”  newslet¬ 
ter  said  directors  asked  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion  “to  discuss  ways  the  Methodist 
Church  of  South  Africa  can  eliminate  its 
double  standard  of  salaries  and  educa¬ 
tion  for  black  and  white  pastors  in  that 
nation.” 

•  The  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens  head  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries’  Africa  mission  program, 
called  for  careful  monitoring  of  South 
African  Methodists  during  a  presenta¬ 
tion  to  the  United  Methodist  Joint  Panel 
on  International  Affairs  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
20).  He  said  the  church  there  has  a  spotty 
record  in  trying  to  shed  itself  of  the 
apartheid  culture. 

•  In  a  long  interview  published  in  the 
Oct.  10  issue  of  the  "British  Methodist 
Recorder,”  the  British  Methodist  vice 
president  said  the  South  African  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  "divided  on  racial  lines  in 
the  same  way  as  the  Dutch  Church.”  He 
also  said  ministerial  stipends  and  educa¬ 
tion  are  based  on  racial  considerations. 

In  a  telephone  conversation  last  week 
from  Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  Theo 
Coggin,  a  white,  told  the  Reporter  that 


Methodist  leaders  in  South  Africa  are 
very  distressed  at  how  such  false  infor¬ 
mation  is  being  spread. 

Inadequate  research  claimed 

Chief  information  officer  of  his 
church,  Mr.  Coggin  said  part  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  seems  to  stem  from  overseas  Meth¬ 
odists  not  talking  directly  with  South 
African  Methodists. 

For  example,  he  said,  British  Method¬ 
ist  Vice  President  Leon  Murray  made  his 
accusations  about  “racial  divisions”  af¬ 
ter  a  tour  of  South  Africa  in  which  he 
made  no  official  contacts  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  that  country.  He  talked 
informally  with  former  South  African 
Methodist  Church  President  Peter  Sto¬ 
rey,  a  white,  but,  according  to  Mr.  Sto¬ 
rey,  didn’t  talk  about  clergy  salaries  and 
education,  Mr.  Coggin  said. 

Mr.  Baartman,  in  a  three-page  press 
release  responding  to  criticisms  of  his 
church,  said  he  was  shocked  that  a  "se¬ 
nior  official  of  a  sister  Methodist  denom¬ 
ination”  would  base  his  attacks  on  such 
inadequate  research. 

For  example,  Mr.  Baartman  said,  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  is  divided  into 
four  denominations  — one  each  for 
whites,  coloureds,  blacks  and  Indians. 
But  the  Methodist  Church  is  one  church 
comprising  all  four  racial  groups,  he 
said. 

To  suggest  that  the  Methodist  Church 
has  not  properly  opposed  apartheid 
seems  self-evidently  false  when  one  con¬ 
siders  that  four  of  the  six  top  officials  on 
the  platform  at  the  recent  annual  con¬ 


ference  have  been  incarcerated  for  their 
opposition  to  apartheid,  he  said. 

Stipends  based  on  experience 

Racial  differentiation  in  ministerial 
stipends  was  dropped  in  the  mid-1970s, 
Mr.  Baartman  said. 

"The  non-discriminatory  stipend”  con¬ 
gregations  are  required  to  pay  their  pas¬ 
tors  is  based  on  their  years  of  experience 
without  regard  to  race,  he  said. 

"All  circuits  must  pay  the  stipend  to 
the  head  office  each  month  so  it  can  be 
monitored  and  then  the  head  office  sends 
the  chaps  their  checks  at  the  end  of  the 
month,”  Mr.  Coggin  said.  "There  is  one 
scale  for  all  people.” 

But,  as  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  disparities  arise  because  con¬ 
gregations  are  allowed  to  pay  their  pas¬ 
tors  more  than  the  minimum. 

Thus,  Mr.  Baartman  indicated,  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  congregations  tend  to 
pay  less  than  predominantly  white  con¬ 
gregations  because  of  the  "sinful  histo¬ 
ry"  of  the  country  that  has  resulted  in 
blacks  having  considerably  less  money 
than  whites.  For  that  reason,  he  said,  the 
Methodist  Church  also  created  a  Stipend 
Augmentation  Fund. 

Any  congregation  choosing  to  pay 
more  than  the  basic  stipend  to  its  own 
pastor  must  pay  at  least  10  percent  of 
the  additional  amount  into  the  augmen¬ 
tation  fund.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  that 
fund  is  divided  equally  among  clergy 
who  otherwise  would  receive  only  the 
basic  stipend. 

Mr.  Coggin  said  the  church  has  quit 


Pensions  board  adopts 
‘South  Africa-free’  fund 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
PASADENA,  Calif.— Participants  in 
the  United  Methodist  pension  program 
will  be  able  to  designate  their  personal 
contributions  to  a  “South  Africa-free” 
fund  as  a  result  of  action  Nov.  21  by  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  optional  fund,  which  will  be  avail¬ 
able  by  1987,  will  be  supported  by  income 
from  U.S.  treasury  bills  and  certificates 
of  deposit  with  companies  that  have  no 
connection  with  South  Africa. 

A  proposal  for  a  similar  option  related 
to  personal  and  tax-deferred  annuity 
contributions  will  be  taken  by  the  board 
to  the  1988  General  Conference.  Contri¬ 
butions  to  the  new  fund  will  be  invested 
in  stocks  or  bonds  of  companies  that  do 
not  have  operations  in  South  Africa. 

The  board,  chaired  by  Bishop  Jack  W. 
Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area,  has  been 
under  increasing  pressure  to  divest  in  all 


companies  doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

The  agency’s  policy  has  been  to  urge 
compliance  with  the  Sullivan  Principles 
that  seek  to  improve  working  and  living 
conditions  of  the  black  South  African 
workers  and  to  file  stockholders’  resolu¬ 
tions  with  companies,  urging  change. 

A  1  Vi  -hour  vigil  organized  by  the  unof¬ 
ficial  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action  was  held  in  front  of  the  hotel 
where  the  board  met. 

At  its  previous  meeting  in  July  the 
board  gave  companies  in  which  it  has  in¬ 
vestments  24  months  to  comply  with  the 
Sullivan  Principles.  Failure  to  comply 
by  that  time  will  result  in  divestiture. 

During  the  business  sessions  the 
board’s  staff  was  authorized  to  join 
forces  with  other  church  or  government 
groups  to  file  shareholder  resolutions 
when  that  would  result  in  making  a 
Christian  social  witness. 


keeping  records  identifying  members, 
clergy  and  churches  according  to  race. 
However,  he  said  probably  the  majority 
of  black  clergy  remain  on  the  basic  sti¬ 
pend  with  supplements  from  the  aug¬ 
mentation  fund. 

He  said  about  80  percent  of  South  Afri¬ 
can  Methodists  are  black,  coloured  or  In¬ 
dian. 

At  its  annual  conference  last  month, 
the  denomination  voted  for  open  itiner¬ 
acy  in  which  all  appointments  of  clergy 
are  to  be  made  without  regard  to  race. 

Mr.  Coggin  said  many  blacks  already 
serve  in  predominantly  white  circuits 
and  as  superintendents  in  areas  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  race  from  their  own. 

He  said  the  church’s  two  seminaries 
once  were  divided  between  white  and 
black.  Both  are  integrated  now,  he  said. 

However,  he  admitted  that  one  re¬ 
mains  predominantly  white  because  na¬ 
tional  law  requires  the  seminaries  to  be 
segregated.  The  present  level  of  integra¬ 
tion  is  done  at  great  risk  of  censure  by 
the  government,  he  said. 

Church  takes  stands 
The  Rev.  Austen  Massey  of  the  South 
African  Methodist  Church’s  Christian 
Citizenship  Department  pointed  out  that 
last  month's  annual  conference  contin¬ 
ued  the  church’s  strong  stance  of  witness 
against  society’s  racist  norms. 

Among  resolutions  adopted  were  ones: 

•  Upholding  the  principle  of  assigning 
clergy  regardless  of  laws  dictating 
where  people  may  live  according  to 
race. 

•  Condemning  violent  action  by  police 
and  the  military  in  various  specific  inci¬ 
dents. 

•  Confessing  the  lack  of  previous 
proper  debate  on  corporate  disinvest¬ 
ment  as  a  strategy  of  pressure  on  the 
government  and  instructing  a  committee 
to  prepare  educational  materials  for  a 
debate  next  year. 

•  Opposing  “right-wing  Afrikaner  cir¬ 
cles'  attempt  to  create”  a  separate 
homeland  for  whites. 

•  Encouraging  members  to  work  in  a 
campaign  to  end  military  conscription. 

•  Calling  for  an  end  to  a  number  of 
restrictions  imposed  under  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  state  of  emergency  orders. 

•  Pledging  the  church’s  efforts  to  seek 
and  institute  nonviolent  and  reconciling 
solutions  to  the  country's  problems. 

Mr.  Baartman  said  his  church  is  will¬ 
ing  to  accept  criticism  from  overseas. 
"We  readily  acknowledge  our  sinfulness 
and  in  so  doing  attempt  to  respond  posi¬ 
tively  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  at 
this  time  in  our  land.  But  my  plea  is  that 
criticism  should  be  based  on  fact, "  he  said. 


Engaged  Encounter 9  helps  explore  reality  before  marriage 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN  skills, "said  Mr.  Deats,  pastor  of  St.  A  u/oHWinn  . - j - — 


Staff  Writer 

TUCSON,  Ariz.— The  dozen  engaged 
couples  milling  around  in  the  retreat 
center  were  full  of  what  the  Rev.  Bob 
Deats  calls  “warm  fuzzies.” 

Looking  out  over  the  crowd  of  locked 
arms  and  nervous  smiles,  Mr.  Deats  said 
the  couples  “can’t  see  anything  but  stars 
in  each  other’s  eyes.” 

They’re  in  love,  the  world  seems  right, 
and  that’s  the  way  it  should  be  just 
weeks  before  a  wedding,  he  mused. 

What  worries  the  Arizona  United 
Methodist  pastor,  though,  is  what  will 
happen  to  those  couples  when  the  stars 
fade  and  the  reality  of  day  to  day  life  to¬ 
gether  comes  into  focus. 

The  50  percent  divorce  rate,  even 
among  churchgoers,  scares  him. 

‘‘Disillusionment  is  a  certainty  in 
marriage.  It’s  the  couples  who  have 
learned  how  to  handle  it  with  good  com¬ 
munication  skills  that  make  it  through 
those  periods,”  he  says. 

Mr.  Deats,  his  wife,  June,  and  a  lay 
couple  from  Tucson,  Ken  and  Chris  We¬ 
ber,  have  turned  into  action  that  concern 
and  some  of  the  same  techniques  they 
learned  as  leaders  in  Marriage  En¬ 
counter  (a  similar  growth  weekend  for 
married  couples).  They  developed  a  new 
program  for  couples  planning  to  marry 
called  Engaged  Encounter  — United 
Methodist. 

Engaged  Encounter— United  Method¬ 
ist  was  recognized  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  February  1985. 

Barbara  Garcia,  director  of  the 
board's  marriage  growth  ministries, 
said,  “Engaged  Encounter  takes  pre¬ 
marital  counseling  to  its  highest  level.  I 
think  (the  organizers  of  Engaged  En¬ 
counter)  have  taken  the  responsibility 
we  have  as  a  community  of  faith  to  its 
fullest  in  preparing  couples  in  making 
the  most  important  decision  of  their 
lives.” 

Three  of  the  four  Engaged  Encounters 
held  in  the  denomination  have  taken 
place  in  Tucson.  The  first  Engaged  En¬ 
counter  outside  the  area  was  held  in  the 
East  Ohio  conference  last  month,  and 
the  Arizona  organizers  are  working  with 
teams  in  at  least  five  other  states  to 
start  Engaged  Encounters. 

Based  on  Catholic  program 

Patterned  after  a  similar  Roman 
Catholic  program,  this  United  Methodist 
Engaged  Encounter  is  an  intense,  week¬ 
end-long  session  involving  up  to  24  en¬ 
gaged  couples,  designed  to  lay  the 
groundwork  for  “preventive  medicine” 
in  marriage. 

“I’ve  counseled  300-400  troubled  mar¬ 
riages  and  I  can  safely  say  that  99  per¬ 
cent  of  the  problem  has  been  a  lack  of 
communication  between  the  husband 
and  wife.  And  that’s  one  of  the  main 
things  we  focus  on  in  Engaged  Encoun¬ 
ter-building  strong  communication 


pastor 

Paul’s  UMC  in  Tucson. 

Led  by  two  couples  or  “teams”— usu¬ 
ally  one  lay  couple  and  one  clergy  cou¬ 
ple— the  engaged  couples  are  subjected 
to  a  number  of  provocative  "presenta¬ 
tions."  The  clergy  couple  might  give  the 
biblical  approach  to  one  of  the  topics 
such  as  death  or  marriage  morality  or 
their  own  experiences  involving  the  top¬ 
ic,  followed  with  the  lay  couple’s  simi¬ 
lar  encounters. 

The  engaged  couples  are  then  chal¬ 
lenged  to  answer  specific  questions  in  a 
notebook— apart  from  their  prospective 
mate— for  a  specified  period  of  time. 
The  couples  are  then  reunited  and  time 
is  allowed  for  them  to  exchange  note¬ 
books  and  discuss  any  differences  and 
problems  they  discover. 

“It’s  designed  to  be  a  very  private 
thing,”  Mr.  Deats  said.  “Nobody  stands 
in  front  of  any  group  and  talks  about 
their  answers  or  their  feelings  or  their 
relationships. 

Couples  make  discoveries 

“Engaged  Encounter  is  not  a  group 
sharing  experience.  It’s  not  a  teaching  or 
lecture  series  or  sensitivity  training  or 
even  a  Bible  study. 

“It's  an  opportunity  for  couples  to  get 
away  from  the  pressures  of  planning  a 
wedding  and  their  day  to  day  lives  to 
really  discover  each  other’s  deepest  de- 


A  wedding  Is  a  day  ...  a  marriage  is  a  lifetime. 

United 

€l€  Methodist 

An  experience  for  engaged  couples  seeking  a  life-giving  relationship  with 
each  other,  with  the  church  and  with  God. 


sires,  hopes  and  aspirations  for  mar¬ 
riage,”  Mr.  Deats  said. 

“Oftentimes  couples  are  so  wrapped 
up  in  the  details  of  their  wedding  that 
they  fail  to  discuss  extremely  important 
issues  like  God  and  religion,  career 
goals,  very  real  fears  and  matters  in¬ 
volving  sex,”  he  continued. 

Notebooks  are  used  rather  than  just 
encouraging  couples  to  discuss  the  issues 
because  writing  stimulates  thought.  It 
also  offers  individuals  time  to  ponder 
deep  issues  before  talking  to  each  other 
about  them,  Mrs.  Deats  explains. 

The  weekend  is  divided  into  20  differ¬ 
ent  presentations  including: 

•  Signs  of  a  closed  relationship; 

•  Sex  and  sexuality; 


‘We  want  God  in  our  marriage 9 

RannrlA,.  Ctnff  f 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  — ‘‘Sure,  we  had 
talked  about  God  but  never  about  how 
He  might  be  a  part  of  our  marriage," 
said  Pam  S.,  a  21  year  old  who  attend¬ 
ed  the  Engaged  Encounter  in  Tucson 
earlier  this  month. 

Pam  was  like  most  people  there  who, 
the  Rev.  Bob  Deats  predicted,  "proba¬ 
bly  would  have  been  a  little  uncomfort¬ 
able  praying  out  loud  (before  the 
weekend)”  with  their  prospective 
spouse. 

But  by  the  time  the  weekend  was 
over.  Pam  and  her  fiance,  Greg,  had 
joined  the  other  11  couples  in  writing  a 
prayer  for  their  marriage. 

“It’s  an  humbling  experience  for 
most  of  these  couples,”  Mr.  Deats  said. 
Up  until  that  time  on  the  weekend,  the 
couples  are  dealing  mainly  with  psy¬ 
chological  issues,  so  writing  the  prayer, 
even  for  those  to  whom  it  is  pretty  for¬ 
eign,  is  a  relieving  experience. 

"A  lot  of  people  are  not  comfortable 
praying  with  other  people.  They  feel 
like  it’s  something  private  with  them 
and  God,”  Pam  said.  "But  because  it 
has  been  private  in  the  past,  it’s  anoth¬ 
er  part  of  your  fiance  that’s  opened  up 
and  brand  new  to  you  after  the  week¬ 
end." 

Her  fiance,  Greg,  said  it’s  a  "relief” 


to  know  they  won’t  face  their  inevitable 
problems  alone.  “We  have  God  to  go 
to,”  he  said. 

Another  participant,  a  31-year-old 
divorced  man,  said  after  the  weekend 
of  written  exercises  and  dicussion  with 
his  fiance,  “I’m  finally  understanding 
that  I  may  go  and  do  something  really 
jerky,  but  I  know  that  she’s  still  going 
to  love  me  . . .  she  may  be  diappointed 
in  me,  but  she’s  still  going  to  love  me.” 

His  fiance,  27-year-old  Tina,  said,  "I 
know  I  was  committed  to  the  Lord  be¬ 
fore  this  weekend,  but  my  relationship 
with  God  and  Joe  has  been  made  a  lot 
clearer.” 

Another  participant  said  he  saw  the 
weekend  as  a  "common  core  experi¬ 
ence." 

“We  know  the  feeling  we  have  right 
now,  and  if  we  can  turn  back  to  it  and 
some  of  the  things  we've  learned,  I 
know  we  can  resolve  almost  any  prob¬ 
lem  that  might  arise.” 

Another,  named  Heidi,  said,  "I’m 
glad  we  used  notebooks  to  record 
everything  this  weekend.  It  will  be 
something  we  can  always  look  back  on. 

“And  besides,  I’ve  learned  a  new  way 
to  communicate;  when  I  can’t  say  it  in 
words— I  can  write  it  down.” 

-SUSAN  AGUREN 


•  Marriage  as  a  covenant; 

•  Marriage  morality; 

•  Openness  in  communication; 

•  Decisionmaking  in  marriage; 

•  Healing  hurts  in  marriage; 

•  Death  and  loss. 

At  the  close  of  the  weekend,  couples 
are  encouraged  to  confirm  their  desire 
to  marry  or  to  reevaluate  their  marriage 
plans. 

“About  10  percent  decide  at  that  point 
they’re  really  not  ready  and  they  post¬ 
pone  or  cancel  their  plans,"  he  said.  Cou¬ 
ples  are  encouraged  to  seek  out  the 
leadership  clergy  or  lay  couple  if  counsel 
is  needed. 

The  whole  group  shares  meals,  short 
worship  sessions  each  morning  and  a  fel¬ 
lowship/snack  time  after  the  day’s  ses¬ 
sions.  This  allows  the  couples  to  break 
up  the  otherwise  prolonged  serious  at¬ 
mosphere  of  the  weekend. 

The  weekend  normally  costs  about 
$125  a  couple— including  housing,  food 
and  supplies.  No  salary  is  drawn  by  any 
of  the  sponsoring  couples. 

Mr.  Deats  said  several  parents  have 
“given"  the  Engaged  Encounter  week¬ 
end  as  a  wedding  present,  and  several 
churches  have  scholarship  funds  for  cou¬ 
ples  that  cannot  afford  the  full  fee. 

Couples  more  open  to  counsel 

Mr.  Deats  says  couples  are  “much 
more  open  to  counseling  than  they  used 
to  be.  They’ve  seen  marriages  sour— 
maybe  even  their  own  in  previous  mar¬ 
riages— and  they’re  willing  to  try  any¬ 
thing  to  insure  its  success.  ’ ’ 

A  group  of  United  Methodists  from  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  in  Tucson  decided  to  start  a 
United  Methodist  marriage  preparatory 
weekend  program  after  the  Deats’ 
daughter,  Jeanne,  went  on  a  similar 
Catholic  one  four  years  ago. 

"We  were  able  to  see  how  much  differ¬ 
ence  it  made  in  her  as  she  prepared  to 
get  married.”  he  said. 

The  Deats  and  others  working  with 
them  made  several  modifications  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Engaged  Encounter  to 
bring  it  into  line  with  United  Methodist 
doctrine,  including  adding  the  section  on 
"Death  and  loss.” 


‘The  Catholics  don’t  believe  in  di¬ 
vorce,  and  we  have  to  face  it  quite  often 
when  we  marry  people,  one  or  the  other 
of  whom  has  been  married  before,”  Mr. 
Deats  explained. 

“We  developed  a  presentation  on  the 
possibility  of  loss  through  divorce  and 
death,  which  is  scary  to  a  lot  of  the  cou¬ 
ples  but  very  thought  provoking.” 

Several  presentations  during  the 
weekend  center  around  a  couple’s  future 
religious  life  together. 

‘‘The  church  has  historically  ‘lost’ 
many  members  after  high  school.  One 
objective  of  Engaged  Encounter  is  to 
dispel  reservations  toward  faith  and  en¬ 
courage  a  return  to  church  if  they  have 
been  gone  for  some  time,”  Mr.  Deats 
said. 

“God’s  purpose  for  marriage  and  the 


importance  of  having  a  Christian  home 
are  repeatedly  emphasized  throughout 
the  weekend,  but  it’s  done  subtly  so  that 
couples  aren’t  turned  off  by  it,”  he  add¬ 
ed. 

Several  participating  couples  at  the 
recent  Engaged  Encounter  were  not  reg¬ 
ular  members  of  any  church,  even 
though  first  choice  for  reservations  on  a 
weekend  is  given  to  United  Methodists. 

"I  haven’t  been  to  church  in  a  long, 
long  time.  I  had  a  bad  experience  when  I 
was  little  and  I  haven’t  been  back.  But 
my  fiance  and  I  want  to  get  married  in 
church— I  guess  because  we  want  God  to 
be  there,”  one  woman  said. 

Mr.  Deats  said  he  frequently  counsels 
couples  who  are  already  living  together. 
At  least  four  of  the  12  couples  at  the 
most  recent  Engaged  Encounter  were 
living  together,  he  noted. 


Witnesses  for  Christ  at  Home 


Home  missionaries,  Church  and  Community  Workers, 
Deaconesses,  Community  Developers,  US-2s,  International 
Missioners,  Lay  Missioners,  Heads  of  national  mission 
institutions  and  Volunteers  in  Mission.  .  all  are  National 
Mission  Workers. 

You  find  them  in  urban,  suburban  and  rural  settings.  .  .in 
education,  community  development,  agriculture,  medical 
work,  church  growth,  and  leadership  development.  They  are 
committed  Christians,  either  lay  or  ordained.  More  than  600 
of  them  are  ministering  to  persons  in  need  in  the  United 
States,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 

National  Mission  Workers  need  your  financial  and  moral 
support.  You  can  contribute  to  these  Advance  Specials  on 
their  behalf: 

National  Mission  Workers:  Basic  Support  #982597-0 
National  Mission  Workers:  Orientation  and  Traininq 
#982599-2 

National  Mission  Workers:  New  and  Emerging 
Ministries  #982601-7 

For  local  church  and  annual  conference  credit,  send  your  gift  through  your  local 
church  treasurer  Gifts  will  then  be  forwarded  to:  Advance  GCFA.  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1439,  New  York,  NY  10115 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
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‘Head  in  sand’ 
at  conference 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

WILMORE,  Ky.— Violence,  pornogra¬ 
phy  and  their  effects  on  society  were 
made  graphically  real  Nov.  22-23  to 
more  than  300  United  Methodists  attend¬ 
ing  the  first  denominationally  sponsored 
conference  on  those  subjects. 

Participants  at  the  Conference  on  Por¬ 
nography,  Violence  and  Christian  Values 
were  told  that  Christians  “have  had  their 
heads  in  the  sand  too  long"  concerning 
pornography.  The  result  is  a  $7-billion-a- 
year  business— linked  with  the  Mafia, 
according  to  one  former  FBI  agent— that 
degrades  women  and  exploits  children. 

“If  we  allow  (pornography)  to  go  unre¬ 
stricted,  it  would  be  an  offense  to  God," 
said  Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  of  the 
West  Virginia  Area  and  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
one  of  the  sponsoring  groups. 

Other  sponsors  of  the  two-day  confer¬ 
ence  that  brought  together  laypeople  and 
clergy  from  a  wide  geographical  spread 
included  the  host  Asbury  College,  the 
National  Federation  for  Decency,  United 
Methodist  Communications,  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  unofficial  UM 
caucuses,  Methodist  Federation  for  So¬ 
cial  Action  and  Good  News. 

Porn  is  ‘moral  malignancy’ 

Speaking  via  videotape,  Bishop  Grove 
called  pornography  a  “moral  malignan¬ 
cy.”  He  admonished  the  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  “work  together  in  the  midst  of 
diversity”  to  address  the  subject. 

But  few  people  seemed  to  leave  the 
conference  with  “their  heads  in  the 
sand”  after  viewing  numerous  video 
clips,  documentaries  and  printed  materi¬ 
als  and  hearing  from  the  conference’s  15 
speakers  who  ranged  from  the  former 
FBI  agent  to  a  feminist  minister  to  a  sex 
therapist. 

(A  survey  taken  at  the  conference 
showed  that  34  percent  of  the  154  women 
responding  said  they  had  been  sexually 
molested  or  abused;  11  percent  of  the  131 
men  said  they  had  been  abused.) 

Opinions  on  the  sexually-explicit  ma¬ 
terial  differed  among  participants  and 
speakers.  Several  speakers  objected  only 
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to  violently  explicit  materials  while  oth¬ 
er  speakers  decried  the  vast  majority  of 
erotica  on  today’s  market. 

“The  problem  is  not  sexually  explicit 
matter  but  sexual  exploitation  coupled 
with  violence,"  said  the  Rev.  Marie  For¬ 
tune,  executive  director  of  the  Center  for 
the  Prevention  of  Sexual  and  Domestic 
Violence  in  Seattle. 

Ms.  Fortune,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
pastor,  said  the  church  and  the  family 
have  failed  to  teach  sex  education.  The 
result,  she  said,  is  a  confusion— mainly 
in  the  minds  of  teenagers— who  learn 
about  sex  through  videotapes  and  movies 
where  sex  is  often  portrayed  in  non-con¬ 
senting  ways. 

Dr.  Edward  Donnerstein,  professor 
and  researcher  at  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  agreed,  adding  that  “violence  is  a 
powerful  (sexual)  arousal— even  among 
healthy  adult  men.” 

He  cited  a  recent  controlled  study  in 
which  a  group  of  college-age  males  were 
asked  if  they  would  commit  rape  if  there 
was  no  chance  they  would  ever  be 
caught.  Twenty  five  percent  said  there 
was  "some  likelihood”  they  would  com¬ 
mit  rape. 

After  being  exposed  to  a  series  of 
films  depicting  rape  scenes,  55  percent 
of  the  men  said  they  “might”  try  to  rape 
a  woman  if  there  were  no  chance  of  their 
being  caught. 

“They  actually  found  (the  rape  scenes) 
more  arousing  than  sex  scenes  between 
consenting  adults,”  he  added.  “It’s  the  vi¬ 
olence  element  that  arouses  many  men." 

Erotica,  violence  differ 

Dr.  Donnerstein  differentiated  be¬ 
tween  erotica  and  sexual  violence,  say¬ 
ing  that  erotica  has  a  place  in  society  but 
violence  has  no  place  in  erotica.  He 
showed  a  portion  of  the  videotape  “Tool 
Box  Murder”  in  which  a  woman  taking  a 
bath  is  interrupted  by  an  intruder  who 
enters  the  bathroom  and  kills  her  by 
shooting  a  nail  through  her  forehead 
with  a  nailgun. 

The  video  clip  had  been  shown  several 
times  on  network  television  on  talk 
shows  regarding  violence  in  the  media. 
"But  consider  this,”  Dr.  Donnerstein 
said.  “Strips  were  placed  over  her 
breasts  and  pubic  region  and  then  they 


allowed  the  nail  to  be  shot  into  her  fore¬ 
head.”  He  said  viewers  did  not  find  the 
brutal  murder  offensive,  but  thought  that 
showing  private  areas  of  the  woman’s 
body  was  offensive. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmun,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Federation  for 
Decency  in  Tupelo,  Miss.,  and  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  took  issue  with  other 
speakers’  claims  that  “erotica  for  eroti¬ 
ca’s  sake”  is  not,  in  itself,  detrimental. 

"Erotica  is  just  another  word  for  por¬ 
nography,”  Mr.  Wildmon  said.  “I  turn  a 
deaf  ear  when  I  hear  people  say  that 
‘Playboy’  and  ‘Penthouse’  are  not  a  seri¬ 
ous  problem  ...  I  say  they  are  at  the  root 
of  the  problem." 

Dr.  Victor  Cline,  professor  of  psychol¬ 
ogy  at  the  University  of  Utah  and  a  be¬ 
havioral  sex  therapist,  agreed,  saying 
that  even  non-violent  pornography  depicts 
a  great  variety  of  sexual  encounters  that 
may  lead  to  a  “desensitization”  of  sex. 

He  compared  the  “addiction”  of  por¬ 
nography  to  the  addiction  of  drugs  and 
said  the  natural  progression  toward 
“harder”  pornography  was  inevitable. 

“I  don’t  care  how  spiritual  you  are;  the 
more  you  look  at  it,  the  less  affected  you 
are  by  what  you  see,”  Dr.  Cline  said. 

Other  speakers,  including  the  Rev. 
Paul  Tanner,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Church  of  God  in  Anderson,  Ind.,  said 
“softcore”  pornography  glorifies  sexual 
abuse.  He  expressed  concern  that  the 
church  “has  lost  its  capacity  for  outrage.” 

Dr.  Tanner  cited  four  ways  to  mobilize 
community  groups  to  fight  pornography: 

•Establish  perimeters  and  sharpen 
your  group’s  focus.  "It  must  not  be  a 
moralistic  approach,  and  the  efforts 
must  avoid  appearing  political  or  reli¬ 
gious.” 

•  Efforts  must  be  made  to  bring  all 
mainline  denominations  into  the  fight 
against  pornography.  While  many  de¬ 
nominations  have  joined  the  crusade 
against  pornography,  their  numbers,  to 
date,  have  not  been  significant  enough. 

•  Efforts  must  be  community-based 
and  not  church-based.  Never  hold  meet¬ 
ings  in  a  church,  he  warned,  or  you’ll 
soon  be  written  off  as  “religious  fanat¬ 
ics.” 

•  Be  prepared  for  people  who  will  ac- 


WILMORE,  Ky. — The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  National  Federation  for  Decency 
(second  from  left),  discusses  strategies  for  annual  con¬ 
ferences  to  take  following  the  United  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  on  Violence,  Pornography  and  Christian  Values. 


From  left  are  another  speaker  from  the  conference,  the 
Rev.  Donna  Morton  Stout  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  the  Rev. 
Mark  Mildren  and  the  Rev.  Gary  Thomas,  pastors  from 
the  Missouri  East  Annual  Conference. 
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cuse  you  of  censorship.  Educate  your¬ 
selves,  he  said,  on  “Community 
Standards”  laws  that  allow  each  com¬ 
munity  to  set  its  own  standards  of  ob¬ 
scenity.  “Obscenity  is  not  a  First 
Amendment  [freedom  of  press]  issue,”  he 
said. 

Beware  of  censorship 

The  Rev.  Donna  Morton  Stout,  an  at¬ 
torney  and  director  of  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  at  the  University  of  Louisville, 
said  the  church  had  hoped  the  problem  of 
pornography  would  go  away.  Now  that 
the  church  is  facing  the  issue,  “We  must 
beware  of  easy  solutions”  such  as  cen¬ 
sorship,  she  said. 

"As  people  of  faith,  we  must  go  be¬ 
yond  criticizing  . . .  because  if  we  refuse 


to  talk,  we  can  expect  nothing  to  be 
done,”  she  said. 

She  cited  an  instance  in  Louisville 
when  a  local  bowling  association  put  up 
billboards  saying  “Beat  your  wife.” 
When  an  outraged  citizenry  challenged 
the  advertisements,  the  bowling  associa¬ 
tion  was  “genuinely  surprised”  to  know 
that  the  ads  offended  many  people— par¬ 
ticularly  women  who  had  been  physical¬ 
ly  beaten  by  their  husbands,  Ms.  Stout 
said. 

But  the  bowling  association  “listened 
and  learned.”  Educating  the  general 
public  will  be  much  the  same,  she  said. 

Haviland  Houston,  general  secretary 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  told  the  conference  she  believes  the 
church  has  been  at  fault  in  not  providing 


proper  sex  education  and  thus  has  helped 
create  injustice  against  children  and 
young  people. 

Workshops  offered  strategies  the 
church  can  take  in  fighting  pornography. 
Workshop  recommendations  will  be 
compiled  and  sent  to  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  members  in  January.  The 
board  will  vote  in  March  on  selected  rec¬ 
ommendations,  said  Dr.  Beverly  Jack- 
son,  director  of  the  board’s  Department 
of  Human  Welfare. 


‘Grace’  labeled  as  key  to  recovering  UM  mission 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— What  can  help  United 
Methodists  recover  direction  and  excite¬ 
ment  in  mission? 

Fourteen  members  of  the  Commission 
on  the  Mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  Nov.  18-20  generally  agreed  that 
reinvigoration  might  come  through  the 
rediscovery  of  two  things  from  240  years  ago. 

•  A  joyful  understanding  and  procla¬ 
mation  of  God’s  three-fold  grace— pre- 
venient,  justifying  and  sanctifying,  and 

•  A  clear  call  to  reform  the  nations 
and  the  church  in  particular  and  to 
spread  scriptural  holiness  across  the 
lands. 

Those  two  propelled  the  first  Method¬ 
ist  generations  in  explosive  mission, 
commission  members  said. 

But  those  key  elements  largely  were 
lost  during  the  19th  century,  members 
were  told.  This  was  the  third  meeting  of 
a  four-year  commission  established  by 
the  1984  General  Conference  to  suggest 
direction  for  the  denomination’s  mission. 

Roots  dug  to  place  in  new  soil 

Although  commission  members  are 
from  widely  diverse  parts  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  they  seemed  to  find  excitement 
and  common  ground  each  time  their  dis¬ 
cussions  and  study  turned  to  basic  tenets 


dating  to  eras  of  John  Wesley,  Phillip  Ot- 
terbein  and  Francis  Asbury. 

To  look  back  is  not  reactionary,  said 
the  Rev.  John  Cobb,  professor  at  CJare- 
mont  School  of  Theology  in  Los  Angeles, 
if  old  roots  are  placed  in  the  context  of 
current  conditions. 

“We’re  digging  up  roots  and  placing 
them  in  new  soil,”  added  the  Rev.  James 
Logan,  professor  at  Wesley  School  of 
Theology  in  Washington. 

Members  acknowledged  that  terms 
like  prevenient  grace,  sanctification  and 
scriptural  holiness  are  foreign  to  many 
United  Methodists  and  laden  with  dis¬ 
torted  meanings  for  others. 

But  the  words  are  integral  to  United 
Methodist  heritage  and  hold  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  treating  lack  of  denominational 
identity  today,  Dr.  Logan  said. 

The  concepts  are  so  important  to  re¬ 
newing  United  Methodists’  role  in  God’s 
mission  they  may  be  worth  the  heavy 
education  needed  to  accompany  their 
more  common  use,  commission  mem¬ 
bers  said. 

One  member,  Martha  Cline,  who  is 
also  a  co-chairperson  of  the  unofficial 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action, 
said  she  believes  adopting  "spreading 
scriptural  holiness”  as  a  mission  theme 
might  be  worth  the  risk  of  initial  misun¬ 
derstanding. 


“It  would  help  us  reclaim  the  lan¬ 
guage  as  it  truly  was  meant  to  be  used” 
in  the  wholeness  of  the  Gospel  message, 
she  said. 

Another  member,  the  Rev.  Gerald  An¬ 
derson,  a  director  of  the  unofficial  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists,  said 
“spreading  scriptural  holiness”  should 
give  a  clue  to  the  “life  and  death  urgency 
of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Scripture”  in  mission  activity. 

Grace,  not  law,  propels  mission 

“Grace”  was  the  word  uttered  most 
often  during  the  three  days. 

Members  were  enthusiastic  about  the 
proposition  that  various  elements  of 
mission— evangelization,  relief,  service, 
ministries  of  justice,  the  call  to  repen- 
tence  and  acceptance  of  forgiveness— 
are  not  to  be  undertaken  out  of  a  sense  of 
obligation  or  “law.”  Rather,  they  agreed, 
mission  is  done  out  of  joy  about  God’s 
grace. 

Both  the  motivation  and  proclamation 
of  mission  is  joy  and  grace,  many  mem¬ 
bers  said. 

Weather  conditions  and  tornado  warn¬ 
ings  provided  a  dramatic  backdrop  for 
the  commission’s  work  at  an  ecumenical 
retreat  center.  Members  created  a  new 
draft  of  a  theological  statement  about 
mission  while  a  surging,  rain-laden  wind 


howled  through  the  eaves,  rattled  win¬ 
dows  and  nearly  drowned  out  voices. 

The  preliminary  statement  points  out 
that  United  Methodists  are  only  one  ex¬ 
pression  of  God’s  universal  mission. 

But  it  states  that  United  Methodists 
have  received  a  distinctive  call  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  “We  confess  we  have  not  al¬ 
ways  been  faithful  to  our  calling,”  it 
says. 

The  commission  appeared  likely  at 
meeting’s  end  to  look  to  the  first  75  years 
of  Methodism’s  240-year  history  for  the 
distinctive  aspects  of  United  Methodist 
mission.  But  nothing  is  settled  yet. 

At  its  August  meeting  (see  UMR,  Aug. 
16  and  23),  the  commission  was  using  Je¬ 
sus’  teaching  on  the  Kingdom  of  God  as 
one  primary  basis  for  mission.  In  its  lat¬ 
est  discussions  and  writing,  though,  the 
commission  gave  the  Kingdom  of  God 
much  less  prominence. 

Prevenient  grace  ‘dismantled’ 

The  commission  asked  Dr.  Logan  to 
come  to  this  meeting  with  a  paper  on  the 
historical  perspective  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  mission.  He  brought  a  69-page  paper. 

Dr.  Logan’s  paper  showed  how  he  be¬ 
lieves  many  current  problems  in  the 
United  Methodist  vision  of  mission  began 
early  in  the  19th  century  and  accelerated 
in  the  last  half. 


For  one,  the  church  changed  from  an 
understanding  that  reform  and  scriptur¬ 
al  holiness  occur  as  two  aspects  of  the 
same  mission  to  wording  that  places 
them  out  of  balance  with  each  other,  he 
said. 

He  attached  great  significance  to  the 
Methodist  church  split  in  1844  and  the  re¬ 
sulting  two  churches’  later  lack  of  con¬ 
fession  for  their  act  for  providing  a 
model  for  the  nation’s  split  in  1860. 

Out  of  that,  he  said,  came  a  progres¬ 
sive  dismantling  of  the  doctrine  of  pre¬ 
venient  grace— the  doctrine  that  God’s 
love  universally  exists  for  all  people  be¬ 
fore  any  action  on  their  part.  This  doc¬ 
trine  is  the  basis  of  United  Methodists’ 
open  communion  table  for  everyone,  he 
said. 

But  the  explicit  preaching  and  teach¬ 
ing  of  prevenient  grace  faltered  in  the 
late  1800s,  leading  the  way  to  the  weak¬ 
ening  of  the  doctrine  of  sanctification, 
the  perfecting  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
one’s  life,  he  said. 

Flawed  understanding  of  grace  has 
impeded  the  denomination  ever  since,  he 
said,  although  laywomen  in  the  late 
1800s  were  a  positive  counterforce  with 
a  vision  that  spawned  a  global  mission¬ 
ary  movement. 


Church  reacts  as  mob  pushes  black  homeowners 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PHILADELPHIA  — Mob  pressure 
forced  a  black  couple  from  a  white 
neighborhood  in  southwest  Philadelphia 
last  month. 

But  that  didn’t  stop  a  small  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  the  troubled 
neighborhood  from  continuing  to  work 
for  racial  harmony. 

Siloam  UMC  is  a  predominately  white 
congregation  of  75.  persons  located  four 
blocks  from  the  area  that  had  been  de¬ 
clared  in  a  state  of  emergency  by  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mayor  Wilson  Goode. 

Mayor  Goode  acted  Nov.  22  after 
crowds  of  up  to  400  angry  whites  in  the 
mostly  Catholic  working-class  neighbor¬ 
hood  took  to  the  streets  for  two  nights. 
Crowds  terrorized  two  families  particu¬ 
larly:  a  black  family  which  later  moved 
and  a  racially-mixed  family  which  decided 
not  to  move.  Crowds  gathered  in  front  of 
both  homes  and  yelled  racial  insults. 


Days  before  that  demonstration,  pellets 
had  been  shot  at  and  bottles  were  thrown 
at  the  home  of  the  black  family. 

Pastor  has  high  profile 

The  Rev.  Ruth  Woodland,  pastor  of  Si- 
loam  UMC,  has  a  high  profile  in  this  eth¬ 
nic  (Irish  and  Italian)  community  as  one 
striving  to  understand  the  situation  and 
to  work  for  peace,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Kent  Kroehler,  United  Methodist  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  conference  council  director. 

“Ruth  is  committed  to  the  community 
and  to  the  city,”  he  said.  “She  and  the 
church  are  at  the  heart  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  in  distress,  and  they  are  a  witness  to 
greater  acceptance.” 

Ms.  Woodland  is  president  of  the 
Southwest  Interfaith  Ministerium,  a 
group  of  some  30  pastors  in  the  area.  In 
response  to  the  increasing  racial  ten¬ 
sions,  the  group  composed  a  pastoral  let¬ 
ter  that  was  read  during  Sunday  worship 
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POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  CENTRAL  UNITED 
Methodist  Church  of  Phoenix.  AZ.  a  large,  exciting 
and  expanding  parish,  is  seeking  two  outstanding 
church  leaders  for  positions  available  immediately 
Salaries  are  negotiable.  Director  or  Minister  of 
Evangelism,  top  lay  or  clergy  leader  to  establish, 
manage  evangelism  ministry  in  rapidly  growing 
city.  Also  help  establish  three  new  churches  Direc¬ 
tor  or  Minister  of  Family  Life,  lay  or  clergy  leader 
to  serve  as  minister/director  of  family  life.  Accent 
will  be  on  young  marrieds  and  families,  but  a  total 
ministry  is  provided  Contact  Dr  Lawrence  A.  Hin- 
shaw,  Central  United  Methodist  Church.  1875  N 
Central  Ave ,  Phoenix,  AZ  85004,  (602)  258-8048 

FAMILY  LIFE  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted 
in  church  of  500  members.  Position  open  immediate¬ 
ly  Salary  open.  Send  resume  First  UMC.  Box  1138. 
Bristow.  OK  74010. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
at  John  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston, 
TX.  Responsible  for  children's  and  youth  ministries 
in  1.800-member  church.  Position  available  immedi¬ 
ately  Salary  negoUable  Send  resume  to  H.  R.  Roh- 
loff  Jr.,  5830  Bermuda  Dunes.  Houston.  TX  77069 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  for  Mother's  Day  Out  Pro¬ 
gram:  Degree  in  education  required.  Early  childhood 
development  preferred.  Personable  Christian  to  di- 
rect,  design  programs  for  preschool  and  after-school 
care  Send  resumes:  Knoxville  District  Office.  3606 
Western  Ave..  Knoxville,  TN  37921,  Attn:  Shelby 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  Odessa,  TX  Congregation  of  2,000  + 
members  Current  program  strong  and  active. 
Supportive  congregation  Good  physical  facilities. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  and  references  to 
Rev  Charles  Crutchfield.  First  UMC,  415  N.  Cee. 
Odessa.  TX  79761 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION- Part 
time.  Hughes  United  Methodist  Church,  Silver 
Spring.  MD,  seeks  DCE.  Salary  negotiable.  Please 
send  resume  to  Search  Committee.  Hughes  UMC. 
10700  Georgia  Ave..  Silver  Spring,  MD  20902 

HOLY  LAND  ADVENTURE.  10  days  in  Israel  De- 
part  March  3.  1986  Fly  non-stop  to  Tel  Aviv  Rev 
and  Mrs  Bruce  Graham  invite  you  to  join  them  on 
this  inspiring  trip  to  the  land  of  the  Bible.  Call  col¬ 
lect  (301)  421-9570  or  write  c/o  15118  Liberty 
Grove  Drive,  Burtonsville.  MD  20866 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Suburban  church.  1.500 
members  Established  program  for  all  age  levels. 
Reply  to  Rev  W  O  Peeples,  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church,  360  Robert  Road,  Slidell,  LA 
70458 

services  Nov.  24  at  all  30  churches  in 
southwest  Philadelphia. 

The  letter  called  for  an  end  to  public 
violence,  affirmed  the  right  of  all  people 
to  live  wherever  they  chose  and  also  af¬ 
firmed  the  right  of  the  white  community 
to  express  concerns  in  a  lawful  fashion. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter,  Ms. 
Woodland  said,  “I  take  fears  very  seri¬ 
ously.”  She  went  on  to  explain  that  the 
whites’  reaction  to  the  black  and  race- 
mixed  families  was  primarily  economic 
and  somewhat  political. 

“Whites  in  the  area  feel  that  whites 
living  in  mostly  black  areas  don’t  get  the 
same  kind  of  police  protection  that 
blacks  living  in  mostly  white  sections  do. 
And  this  makes  them  feel  like  they  are 
not  being  treated  fairly.  But  most  of 
their  concern  is  economic,”  she  contin¬ 
ued. 

“This  is  a  lower  class  working  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  their  homes  are  the  only  vi¬ 
able  commodity  they  have,  so  they  cling 
to  their  neighborhood  with  pride.  They 
feel  that  when  blacks  move  in  the  prop¬ 
erty  values  go  down.” 

This  is  not  the  first  such  racial  clash  in 
the  Southwest  area,  she  added.  In  1979 
one  person  was  killed  in  a  black  and 
white  melee  over  a  teenage  gang  territo¬ 
rial  dispute.  Also  when  black  people  ear¬ 
lier  had  attempted  to  move  into  the 
neighborhood,  their  homes  were 
“trashed”  before  they  moved  in. 
("Plumbing,  heating  and  furniture  were 
destroyed,”  Ms.  Woodland  explained.) 

Facilities  shared 

Despite  racial  uneasiness  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area,  Siloam  UMC  shares  its 
facilities  with  a  black  Pentecostal  con¬ 
gregation  that  worships  there  twice 
weekly.  The  church  gym  is  rented  to  the 
Police  Athletic  League  on  weekdays, 
providing  a  place  where  youth  of  all 


races  can  play  together. 

The  church  is  also  a  member  of  Com¬ 
munity  Celebration  Inc.,  a  10-year-old 
ecumenical  neighborhood  group  that 
brings  together  five  small  churches  for 
events  such  as  Bible  study  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  services. 

“Joint  events  like  those  give  us  a 
chance  to  discuss  Bible  verses  that  point 
to  the  gospel  of  love  and  the  idea  that  all 
people  are  created  the  same,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Woodland  acknowledged  that 
some  Siloam  UMC  members  were 
among  the  disgruntled  neighbors  and 
were  on  hand  for  the  mass  protests. 

"They  were  there  because  they  are 
community  leaders.  They  were  there  to 
keep  on  eye  on  the  situation  and  help  dis¬ 
perse  it,"  she  said. 

Fed  up  with  racial  taunts,  the  black 
family  decided  to  move  from  the  area. 

Ms.  Woodland  said,  “I  feel  sorry  that 
they  moved,  but  I  feel  even  more  sorry 
that  the  perception  is  that  the  mob  has 
won. 

“There  are  some  people  in  this  neigh¬ 
borhood  who  have  gone  over  to  the  black 
family  and  the  race-mixed  family  and 
said  welcome.  I  believe  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  is  evenly  divided  on  the  issue. 

Pray,  don’t  demonstrate 

“I  have  received  lots  of  calls  from 
United  Methodists  and  other  churches  in 
the  city  asking  how  can  they  help.  The 
thing  that  I  do  not  want  them  to  do  is  to 
come  over  here  and  demonstrate  on  be 
half  of  the  families.  That  will  not  help 
the  situation,  because  outsiders  have  lit¬ 
tle  impact. 

“I  do  ask  that  they  pray  for  us.  Also  I 
tell  them  to  look  at  their  own  neighbor¬ 
hoods  for  racism  and  economic  problems 
and  solve  them  so  what  has  happened 
here  won’t  happen  to  them,”  she  said. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Church  Computer 
Systems 

by  Membership  Services,  Inc. 

•  Serving  Methodist  Churches 
Nationwide 

•  The  Finest  Hardware:  IBM  and  TI 

•  Proven  software:  every  program 
you'll  need 

•  Over  500  systems  installed 

•  Backed  by  17  years  experience  with 
churches 

Methodist  clients  include 

Alamo  Heights,  San  Antonio  Chapelwnod.  Houston 
Christ  UMC,  Bethel  Park.  PA  I  .overs  Lane.  Dallas 
First,  Lubbock.  TX  First.  Temple.  TX 

Memorial  Drive.  Houston  First.  Horseheads.  NY 
First.  Casper.  WY  Calvary.  Frederick.  MU 

South.  Glastonbury.  CN  Kosweil  UMC.  Roswell.  GA 
First  Germantown.  Phils.  PA  First,  Troy.  OH 
First.  Poona,  II.  First.  Pittsburg.  KS 


800-527-9919,  ext.  0805 
800-442-7950  (in  Texas) 


/TZ77 


Membership  Services,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box.  152130 
Irving.  TX  75015 


“A  heart 
filled  with  love' 


SELVI  wants  to  be  sponsored  before  Christ¬ 
mas.  She  was  accepted  at  a  Christian  orphan¬ 
age  in  south  India.  The  superintendent  helped 
Selvi  design  a  simple  but  beautiful,  hand-deco- 
rated  Christmas  card,  sending  it  to  the 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN  INC.  office.  Selvi's  writ¬ 
ing  appears  on  the  card,  "Dear  Sponsor — I  love 
you!” 

Having  a  sponsor  is  so  very  important  to 
Selvi  and  children  like  her,  for  sponsorship 
provides  food,  clothing  and  an  education.  If 
Selvi  remained  in  her  village,  she  would  not 
have  a  chance  in  life.  Her  family  lives  on  the 
ragged  edge  of  starvation. 

Won’t  you  prayerfully  consider  sponsoring 
Selvi  or  another  child  through  WCI?  It  is  a 
non-profit,  Christian  organization  founded  in 
1965.  The  sponsorship  fee  is  $13  a  month — 
less  than  44  cents  a  day — and  more  than  90 
percent  of  funds  received  are  sent  overseas 
Ail  donations  are  tax-deductible  as  the  corpo 
ration  is  U.S.  government  approved. 

You  receive  the  child's  name,  address 
photo  and  life  story,  plus  a  lot  of  inner  joy  be 
cause  you  are  caring  for  one  of  God's  less  fo 
:unate  children. 

Many  children  are  waiting  to  share  their 
ove.  Write  today: 


WORLDS 

CHILDREN 


I  wish  to  sponsor  o  child  wh»r#  th« 

ne*d  Is  groolost _ 

Enclosed  Is  poymanl  lor  firs*  month 


•Stole  and  Zip _ . — : - - — 

Writ*  to:  Mr«.  Carol  lv*y,  P.  O.  Box 
2979,  Wlnt*r  Havon,  Fla.  33880. 

- t 


LIVING  WITH  CRISES? 


The  Reverend  Robert  E.  Stevens,  Associate 
Pastor  and  Director  of  Prayer  Ministries  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston, 
Texas  offers: 


Seven  Steps  to  Achieve 

VICTORV  OV€R  STR€SS 

A  practical,  spiritual  guide  for  finding  happiness 
and  coping  with  the  stresses  of  daily  living. 

You  may  order  the  cassette  for  $8.50  from  STRESS.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1320  Main,  Houston.  Texas  77002. 
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The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


‘A  Lesson  From  Football’ 


As  a  longtime  football  fan  I  really 
enjoyed  the  Thanksgiving  weekend. 
Since  being  in  this  office  I  have  had 
little  time  for  football.  Saturdays  I’m 
usually  traveling,  Sunday  afternoon 
we’re  “on  the  road”  and  I’ve  seen  only 
a  few  Monday  night  games. 

But  Thanksgiving  I  saw  two  great 
games,  Alabama-Auburn,  and  New 
Orleans-Los  Angeles.  It  was  fun  to 
see  the  Saints  so  “fired  up”  and  the 
fourth  quarter  of  the  Alabama-Au¬ 
burn  game  was  as  exciting  as  any  I 
have  ever  seen.  The  52  yard  field  goal 
that  won  the  game  with  only  six  sec¬ 
onds  remaining  was  one  unforgetta¬ 
ble  football  experience. 

I  thought  of  the  hours,  days,  weeks 
and  even  years  of  preparation  by  both 
players  and  coaches.  I  thought  of  the 
bruises,  the  pain,  the  sacrifices,  and 


the  defeats  endured  only  because  they 
had  courage  and  hope,  desire  and  mo¬ 
tivation,  and  a  strong  will  to  compete 
and  win. 

I'm  not  condoning  the  abuses  and 
competition  and  sports  in  general,  but 
I  do  believe  Christians  and  churches 
ought  to  be  searching  for  excellence, 
should  have  desire,  motivation  and 
persistence  to  be  the  best  we  can  be, 
to  be  who  God  intends  us  to  be. 

To  win  the  battles  against  laziness, 
slothfulness,  despair,  apathy,  negli¬ 
gence,  mediocrity,  inferiority,  inade¬ 
quacy,  evil  and  defeat,  demands  “all 
of  us  there  is”  plus  the  power  and 
grace  of  God,  but  that  is  what  God  de¬ 
mands  of  us  —  isn’t  it? 


Mark  Your  Calendar 


What . January  Study  Week 

When . January  6-9,  1985 

Who . Dr.  James  Fowler  —  Faith  Development 

Dr.  Craig  Emerick  —  Leadership  Skills 
Where . Centenary  College 

Why . 2  CEU’s  and  a  different  type  of  learning  experience. 

Watch  your  mail  for  further  details! 


Grant  Awarded  To  Dillard 


The  U.S.  Office  of  Education  has 
awarded  a  five-year  Title  III  grant  of 
11,827,076  to  Dillard  University  to 
strengthen  its  academic  program,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook, 
president  of  Dillard.  The  University  had 
already  begun  to  strengthen  its  program 
through  grants  from  private  corpora¬ 
tions  and  Title  III. 

The  grant  will  be  used  to  strengthen 
the  teacher  education  program,  the  nat¬ 
ural  sciences  program,  a  computer  sci¬ 
ence  program,  and  to  establish  a  mass 
communications  program,  improve  stu¬ 


dent  retention  and  establish  an  honors 
program.  Dillard  will  also  field  test  a  re¬ 
vised  teacher  education  curriculum. 

The  university  will  also  revise  the  cur¬ 
riculum  in  the  natural  sciences  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  develop  its  computer  science 
program  in  order  to  better  prepare  stu¬ 
dents  to  compete  after  graduation. 

With  the  honors  program,  the  Univer¬ 
sity  will  be  able  to  establish  higher  stan¬ 
dards  for  academically  talented  students 
to  heighten  the  intellectual  climate  on 
campus. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


On  November  19,  the  following 
members  of  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Leesville,  completed  the 
“Old  Testament  Survey,”  course  of 
the  Trinity  Bible  Studies:  Don  Goins, 
Elsie  Goins,  Sarah  Goins,  Dianne 
Jeane,  Barbara  Rowzee,  Wilma  Self, 
Dewey  Snowden,  Vicki  Snowden, 
Pearl  Terrell,  Donna  Tillman  and 
Tony  Tillman. 

•  •  • 

The  Calvary  Boys  Quartet  from 
Tenaha,  Texas  recently  performed  at 
the  Haynesville  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  George  A.  McVay  is 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

First  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Lasseigne  Memorial  UMC,  held  a 
Second  Sunday  Supper  Stewardship 
Stew  Celebration  in  conjuction  with 
the  Stewardship  emphasis  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  Extra  food  was  saved  to  give  to 
the  needy  people. 

•  •  • 

Once  again  the  TUCM  gang  led  by 
Rev.  Randy  Nichols  will  go  to  New 
York  City  and  Washington  D.C.  for  a 
Seminar  on  National  and  Internation¬ 
al  affairs  on  January  3-13,  1986.  The 
seminar  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women  and  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  It  takes 
place  throughout  the  year  for  groups 
from  across  the  country  who  wish  to 
take  a  deeper  look  at  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  concern. 

Blackwater  UMC,  Baker,  recently 
held  an  adult  Christmas  Social  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  A  potluck  dinner  and 
Christmas  fellowship  was  enjoyed. 
Rev.  Larry  Stafford  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

On  December  1,  St.  Mark’s  UMC, 


Monroe,  dedicated  the  new  steeple 
over  the  sanctuary.  The  new  steeple 
was  given  in  memory  of  Peggy  Tol- 
son.  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  the  Monroe 
D.S.,  officiated  the  service.  Rev.  M. 
Ray  Holt  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  re¬ 
cently  held  a  “Trim-A-Tree,”  Christ¬ 
mas  Event.  Everyone  helped 
decorate  the  Christmas  tree.  Snacks 
were  provided.  Rev.  Fred  0.  Shirley 
is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  third-grade  Sunday  School 
class  of  University  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  collected  food  for  World  Hun¬ 
ger  each  Sunday  in  November.  Rev. 
J.  Philip  Woodland  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Wesleyan  Circle  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Tallulah,  met 
recently  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the 
church.  Rev.  B.  Rammon  Warren  is 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

Each  Monday  in  Advent  a  25  min¬ 
ute  musicale  is  being  held  during  the 
noon  hour  at  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
Presentations  thus  far  include  —  Sal¬ 
ly  Wood  —  harp  —  December  4;  and 
Nancy  Cadivallader  —  vocalist  — 
December  9.  Future  artists  include: 
Larry  Miller  —  organist;  December 
16  and  the  Alleluia  Bell  Choir  on  De¬ 
cember  23. 

•  •  • 

The  dedication  of  Hurst  UMC,  Pla- 
quemine,  was  held  on  December  8. 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood  led  the  ser¬ 
vice.  Hurst  UMC  was  organized  in 
1884.  The  present  structure  at  913 
Court  Street  was  built  in  1977.  Rev. 
Thomas  Wesley  is  pastor. 
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‘Catch  The  Spirit  of  Christmas’  To  Air 
On  CBN  December  22nd 


Bishops  Release  First 
Draft  of  Pastoral  Letter 


An  annual  summit  meeting  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union, 
and  a  ban  on  all  weapons  in  outer  spce, 
both  offensive  and  defensive,  are  called 
for  in  the  first  draft  of  a  major  state¬ 
ment  being  prepared  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  on  the  nu¬ 
clear  crisis  when  they  met  in  Wichita, 
Kansas  recently. 

The  statements  include  a  1,500-word 
pastoral  letter  and  a  30,000-word  study 
paper.  The  first  drafts  were  released  by 
the  bishops  on  November  14  and  will  be 
on  the  docket  for  final  adoption  next 

‘Daily  Suggesters’ 

Each  Advent  season,  pastors  start 
watching  their  small  mail  for  arrival  of 
the  “Daily  Suggester."  Mailed  to  pastors 
as  a  gift  from  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  the  pocket  calendar 
provides  a  means  of  keeping  up  with  ap¬ 
pointments  and  with  the  special  days  ob¬ 
served. 

A  total  of  40,000  copies  were  mailed  to 
clergy  in  every  state  and  in  22  other 
countries.  Pastors  have  been  calling  the 
publishing  house  since  September  to 
make  sure  they  would  receive  their 
copies. 

The  “little  black  book"  has  come  to 


April  28-May  1  when  the  bishops  meet  in 
Morristown,  New  Jersey. 

The  drafts  state  a  “clear  and  uncondi¬ 
tional  ‘no’  ”  to  nuclear  war  and  any  use 
of  nuclear  weapons.  A  comprehensive 
test  ban  as  the  first  step  toward  a  mutu¬ 
ally  verifiable  freeze  on  testing,  produc¬ 
tion  and  development  of  nuclear 
weapons  is  called  for,  as  is  an  agreement 
on  “no  first  use”  of  nuclear  weapons. 

In  order  to  gain  input  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference,  Bishop  Underwood  is 
forming  a  Task  Force  that  will  be  study¬ 
ing  this  document  and  making  recom¬ 
mendations. 

Mailed  To  Clergy 

mean  a  lot  to  the  clergy  since  its  first 
publication  in  1906.  (One  retired  pastor 
has  68  “Daily  Suggesters,”  a  collection 
started  in  1916).  With  some  pastors,  it’s 
probably  second  only  to  the  Bible  in  use, 
helping  them  be  in  the  right  place  at  the 
right  time. 

In  addition  to  a  daily  appointment  cal¬ 
endar,  the  “Daily  Suggester”  features  a 
list  of  all  general  board  and  agency  ad¬ 
dresses,  a  directory  of  the  41  Cokesbury 
stores  and  service  centers,  and  a  list  of 
acting  and  retired  bishops  and  their  ad¬ 
dresses. 


Discover  Centenary  Day 


"Discover  Centenary  Day”  provided  the  opportunity  recently  for  Methodist  youth 
from  all  over  the  conference  to  visit  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Among  those 
on  campus  for  the  event  were  (left  to  right)  Kelda  Laing  of  Aldersgate  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge;  Rachel  Rouse  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Slidell,  and  Shelly  Dear  of  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  They  learned  about  Cente¬ 
nary’s  degree  offerings,  pre-professional  programs,  financial  aid,  residence  hall 
living,  and  other  aspects  of  college  life.  For  more  information  on  Centenary,  please 
call  <318)  869-5103. 


Seminary  President  Inaugurated 


A  Christmas  gift  to  the  nation  from 
The  United  Methodist  Church  will  be 
presented  on  Sunday  evening,  December 
22nd,  as  a  one-hour  television  special 
featuring  traditional  church  music  and 
carols  of  the  season. 

“Catch  the  Spirit  of  Christmas”  will  be 
broadcast  at  6:00  p.m.  eastern  standard 
time  to  the  thirty-three  million  homes 
that  presently  subscribe  to  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network.  In  addition  to 
this,  various  PBS  TV  stations  will  be 
able  to  receive  this  Christmas  program 
at  a  time  following  December  22nd  that 
they  wish  to  carry  the  event. 

The  program  will  feature  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Opera  baritone  John  Anthony;  singer 
and  actress,  Edie  Adams;  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  best-known  members  from 
“Grinder’s  Switch,”  country  comedienne 
Minnie  Pearl,  and  the  popular  singer 


who  is  also  Methodist.  Gene  Cotton.  Oth¬ 
er  special  music  will  be  provided  by 
choirs  from  United  Methodist  related 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans  and 
Scarritt  College  in  Nashville.  A  forty- 
piece  orchestra  will  perform  music  espe- 
cially  arranged  for  this  Christmas 
telecast. 

Others  on  the  progam  will  include 
Hilly  Hicks  and  Emily  Simer  co-hosts  of 
the  “Catch  the  Spirit”  UniteckMethodist 
weekly  television  series  which  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  in  January  1986.  The 
Christmas  special  is  being  produced  by 
Rev.  Bruno  Caliandro,  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference. 

Louisiana  Methodists  are  urged  to 
keep  this  date  open  and  include  this  tele¬ 
cast  as  a  part  of  their  Christmas  activi¬ 
ties. 


Conference  Television  Leaders 


Meet  In  Alexandria 


These  9  persons  discussed  religious  broadcasting  in  Louisiana.  Pictured  left  to 
right  are:  Stone  W.  Caraway,  Judi  Sarver,  Curtis  Chambers,  Terilynn  Russ,  Bishop 
Underwood,  Misty  Davison,  Donna  Haas,  Kent  Kilbourne  and  Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
(Not  pictured  is  Tom  Jackson.) 


Viewing  a  tape  from  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge  for  the  REACH  network  is  Donna 
Haas  and  Misty  Davison  working  at  the  television  facilities  of  Broadmoor  Church  in 
Shreveport. 


A  ceremony  of  Inauguration  for  Dr. 
Lovett  H.  Weems,  Jr.  was  held  on  De¬ 
cember  11,  on  the  seminary  campus  of 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  5123  Tru¬ 
man  Road,  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Dr.  Weems  brings  to  the  presidency  of 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  a  wealth 
of  experience  and  knowledge  in  adminis¬ 
tration  and  ministry.  He  was  born  in 
Mississippi  in  1946;  was  graduated  from 
Millsaps  College,  and  in  1970  from  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology.  In  1972  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree 
from  Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  ma¬ 
joring  in  the  area  of  church  and  society. 

In  1982  Dr.  Weems  went  to  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  as  Vice  President. 
At  Wesley  he  guided  the  institutional  ad¬ 
vancement  program  of  the  seminary, 
and  during  his  years  there  particular 
success  was  achieved  in  financial  devel¬ 
opment. 

Dr.  Weems  is  an  ordained  elder  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  brings  a 
strong  local' church  background  from  his 
years  as  an  effective  pastor  in  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Annual  Conference  from  1972- 
1982.  His  ministry  was  marked  by 
emphasis  on  evangelism,  church  school, 
mission,  and  social  concerns.  He  has 
been  active  in  the  leadership  of  his  annu¬ 
al  conference,  having  served  as  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Council  on  Ministries, 
chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  member  of  the  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  and  Dean  of  Ministers’ 
Week. 


Dr.  Weems  is  the  author  of  a  number 
of  books:  The  Gospel  According  to  Wes¬ 
ley,  The  Influence  of  the  Church  Upon 
My  Life,  Planning  A  Christian  Marriage, 
and  Planning  a  Christian  Funeral.  He 
has  authored  a  large  number  of  articles 
and  reviews  in  national  and  denomina¬ 
tional  publications. 

Lovett  Weems  is  married  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Emily  Williams,  also  of  Mississippi. 
They  have  four  children,  all  at  home:  Lo¬ 
vett  III,  Dee,  Elizabeth  and  Lawrence. 
Dr.  Weems  will  be  the  third  president  of 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  which  was 
established  in  1958  and  today  has  almost 
1,000  graduates  serving  in  ministry 
throughout  the  world. 


At  the  invitation  of  Bishop  Walter  Un¬ 
derwood,  nine  persons  met  at  First 
Church,  Alexandria  recently  to  share 
and  discuss  television  interests  through¬ 
out  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

It  was  evident  that  a  number  of  our 
churches  are  doing  an  extremely  good 
job  with  television  in  their  local  situa¬ 
tions.  Some  of  those  involved  in  such 
production  are.  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette;  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Shreveport;  Broadmoor  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport;  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge; 

I - Deaths  — - 1 

Lillian  M.  Edwards,  age  78,  wife  of  the 
late  Rev.  Ashley  D.  Edwards,  died  No¬ 
vember  21.  Rev.  Ashley  D.  Edwards  was 
a  minister  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
previous  to  his  death  in  1969. 

Rev.  Razzie  Ray  Branton,  retired  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died 
on  November  25  at  age  93.  He  served  in 
Louisiana  from  1930-1965  when  he  re¬ 
tired  from  his  5  year  pastorate  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Lafayette.  He 
served  as  District  Superintendent  in  both 
the  Alexandria  and  Lafayette  Districts. 
He  is  the  father  of  Dr.  Ray  Branton,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette. 


First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria  and  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles.  In  addition  to  developing 
programs  for  television  viewing,  each  of 
these  congregations  is  telecasting  its 
morning  Service  of  Worship  to  a  large 
number  of  viewers  throughout  their  par¬ 
ticular  region. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  recent  ven¬ 
tures  in  television  for  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  has  been  through  REACH 
(Religious  Ecumenical  Access  Channel) 
which  is  telecast  from  the  Cox  Cable 
Network  in  New  Orleans  on  Tuesday 
evenings  from  8:00  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m.  on 
Channel  47.  Those  participating  in  this 
venture  by  submitting  programs  are 
First  Church,  Alexandria;  First  Church, 
Shreveport;  Broadmoor,  Shreveport;  As¬ 
bury,  Lafayette  and  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  These  churches  are  on  a  rotation 
system  and  prepare  a  thirty-minute  pro¬ 
gram  of  worship.  Three  of  the  churches 
prepare  magazine/interview  shows, 
weekly  interviews  on  timely  issues,  and 
a  third  interview  with  ministers  and  lay 
persons  pertaining  to  questions  of  faith. 

The  coordination  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  programs  on  this  network  is  han¬ 
dled  through  Misty  Davison,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  communications  staff  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Charch  in 
Shreveport. 
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Why  can’t  we  agree  smut  is  bad? 


DECEMBER  13,  1985 


Few  serious  social  problems  have  re¬ 
ceived  less  attention  from  our  church 
during  recent  years  than  pornography. 

Hence  the  announcement  of  plans  for 
a  broad-based,  denominationally  spon¬ 
sored  conference  on  “Pornography,  Vio¬ 
lence  and  Christian  Values”  was 
encouraging. 

Because  of  the  resistance  of  some 
church  groups,  the  agreement  to  hold 
such  a  conference  at  all  was  considered 
a  victory  by  anti-pornography  crusaders. 
It  is  indeed  remarkable  that  the  confer¬ 
ence  ended  up  being  co-sponsored  by 
groups  as  varied  as  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Decency,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Good  News  and  the  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action. 

For  28  hours  the  conference’s  300  reg¬ 
istrants  heard  an  array  of  15  speakers 
describe  their  understandings  of  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  the  problems  it  poses  for  soci¬ 
ety  (see  UMR,  Dec.  6). 

Reports  from  the  conference  suggest 
that  it  offered  "something  for  every¬ 
one”— except  perhaps  for  those  desiring 
to  see  some  clear  ethical  consensus  and 
unified  call  to  action  emerge. 

Not  only  was  such  consensus  lacking, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  it  might 
later  develop  considering  the  diversity  of 
views  expressed  at  the  conference. 

Some  speakers  predictably  used  terms 
like  ‘‘moral  malignancy"  to  describe  the 
pornography  industry. 

Another  admonished  participants  "to 
get  church  members  off  their  rusty-dus- 
ties  and  get  them  involved  in  fighting 
pornography.” 

But  another  speaker  said:  “The  prob¬ 
lem  is  not  sexually  explicit  matter  but 
sexual  exploitation  coupled  with  vio¬ 
lence.”  Others  echoed  that  pornography 
is  not  about  sex  and  relationships  but 
“about  violence,  making  an  object  of  a 
person,  denying  humanity.” 

Another  responded  that  such  expres¬ 
sions  made  it  sound  as  though  “any  or¬ 
gan  in  any  orifice  is  OK  as  long  as 
there’s  no  violence.”  He  said,  "I  take 
strong  exception  to  that.  The  issue  is: 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Does  pornography  represent  a  threat  to 
our  society,  and  can  we  take  action?” 

We  believe  the  latter  speaker  is  on 
target— both  in  his  "exception”  and  in 
his  statement  of  the  issue. 

It  has  become  chic  in  some  circles  to 
affirm  any  activity  between  consenting 
adults,  but  no  amount  of  rationalizing 
can  make  such  an  outlook  square  with 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  That  “chic 
ethic”  subordinates  the  laws  of  God,  the 
underlying  moral  climate  of  society,  and 
all  other  values  to  individual  human 
freedom.  It  also  fails  to  recognize  that 
unbridled  freedom  tends  to  have  a  sti¬ 
fling,  self-indulgent  effect  rather  than  a 
liberating,  fulfilling  effect  on  human  be¬ 
havior. 

Those  who  framed  our  nation’s  Consti¬ 
tution  recognized  the  need  to  guarantee 
both  individual  freedoms  and  the  right  of 
society  to  limit  those  freedoms  to  pro¬ 
tect  societal  values.  As  Christians,  we 
should  not  seek  to  impose  Christian  doc¬ 
trine  on  our  legal  system.  We  should, 
however,  use  our  individual  and  collec¬ 
tive  influence  to  promote  societal  values 
that  ennoble  human  life  and  to  oppose 
those  that  defile  it. 

This  principle  has  led  the  church  to  op¬ 
pose  the  enslavement  of  blacks  by  whites 
in  South  Africa  and  to  support  limits  on 
governmental  spending  for  weapons. 
Why  are  we  so  timid  and  seemingly  un¬ 
sure  of  ourselves  and  of  Christian  teach¬ 
ing  on  a  moral  issue  like  pornography? 

We  believe  Christians  should  oppose 
gratuitous  portrayals  of  violence,  includ¬ 
ing  sexual  violence,  offered  to  the  public 
under  the  guise  of  entertainment.  That, 
however,  is  a  separate  issue  from  the 
commercialization  and  exploitation  of 
sex.  Christians  need  to  address  both  is¬ 
sues. 

It  is  a  less  than  hopeful  commentary 
on  our  time  and  circumstances  when  a 
national  gathering  of  Christians  cannot 
simply  agree  that  pornography  is  a  men¬ 
ace— to  those  involved  in  its  production, 
its  consumption  and  to  society— and  con¬ 
centrate  their  efforts  on  devising  effec¬ 
tive  ways  to  combat  it. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Tfc  •  n  Here  *  Stand 

Preparations  for  Christ  should  mark  Advent 


By  CHARLES  R.  HOHENSTEIN 

We  are  now  in  the  season  of  Advent, 
the  beginning  of  a  new  church  year. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this  season? 

The  question  will  be  lost  if  we  do  not 
first  consider  a  sad  reality:  Commercial¬ 
ly,  we  are  also  in  the  Christmas  season. 

There  was  a  time  we  complained 
when  the  decorations  and  intensive  ad¬ 
vertising  began  before  Thanksgiving, 
which  was  quite  early  indeed.  Now  these 
commence  even  earlier  and  with  only 
rare  objections. 

The  management  of  stores  all  around 
the  country  seduce  us  with  blaring  carols, 
myriad  Santas  and  the  false  scent  of  arti¬ 
ficial  evergreen  fragrance— seducing  us 
into  the  true  meaning  of  the  season,  as 
they  see  it:  the  maximization  of  profit. 

By  the  time  Advent  is  over  and  Christ¬ 
mas  arrives,  we  are  tired  of  “Christmas” 
and  all  the  vapid  sentimentalization  with 
which  we  cloak  our  material  preoccupa¬ 
tion.  We  make  our  returns,  get  our  re¬ 
funds  and  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief  that 
the  "ordeal”  is  over  for  another  year. 

Who’s  responsible? 

But  if  that  is  what  the  season  has 
come  to  mean,  who  is  responsible?  Shall 
we  blame  it  all  on  shopkeepers  and  the 
business  community?  I  hope  not. 

The  sad  fact  is  there  would  not  be  this 
repeated  orgy  of  the  most  transparent 
and  shallow  materialism  if  our  greed 
had  not  been  found  so  reliable. 

This  great  investment  would  not  be 
made  by  those  who  appeal  to  our  materi¬ 
al  nature  if  they  had  not  every  expecta¬ 
tion  of  getting  their  money  back,  with  a 
lot  of  profit  besides. 

It  is  we— not  they— who  have  made  a 
retail  anthem  of  “What  a  Friend  We 
Have  In  Jesus.”  It  is  we  who  continue  to 
pick  up  the  tab— willingly. 

To  return  to  the  original  question,  what 
is  the  real  meaning  of  Advent  season? 

Advent  is  preparation  for  the  coming 
of  Christ.  It  is  a  penitential  season,  not  a 
festive  one  (hence  the  liturgical  color  for 
the  season  is  purple). 

Just  as  we  examine  ourselves  in  humil- 


'■H  alf  the  fun  of  Christmas 
is  getting-  ready  for  it/7' 
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ity  and  sacrifice  during  Lent,  so  that  we 
may  celebrate  the  more  at  Easter,  so  Ad¬ 
vent  is  a  way  of  washing  our  hands  just  a 
bit  before  the  great  feast  of  Christmas. 

Advent  is  not  just  “pre-Christmas.”  If 
there  is  joy  in  anticipating  the  coming  of 
Christ,  there  properly  is  also  sobriety  in 
the  recognition  that  we  are  not  ready  for 
him  to  come. 

Readings  stress  one  question 

The  Scripture  readings  for  the  Sun¬ 
days  of  Advent  therefore  are  concerned 
with  just  this  question: 

Are  we  ready  for  the  coming  of  Christ 
in  our  own  time?  Or  will  we  reduce  this 
question  to  the  comfortable  safety  of  a 
babe  in  a  manager  long  ago? 

The  wisdom  of  the  progressive  seasons 
of  the  Christian  year  provides  that  we  all 
must  deal  with  this  issue  before  we  can 
meaningfully  celebrate  Christmas  when 
the  time  comes— which  is  not  until  the 
week  of  Dec.  25! 

So  what  can  we  do  to  keep  Advent  as 
Advent  and  Christmas  as  Christmas? 
Here  are  some  suggestions: 

•  Do  not  be  disappointed  when  the  sea¬ 
sons  are  observed  as  they  should  be  in 


Views  on  alienating  members  spark  reactions 


To  the  Editor: 

The  ‘‘Here  I  Stand”  concerns  ex¬ 
pressed  so  forcefully  by  Walter  W.  Ben¬ 
jamin  in  the  Nov.  22  issue  raise  questions 
that  need  to  be  addressed— but  only  in  a 
pro-and-con  format. 

Dare  we  fail  to  criticize  massive  defi¬ 
cits  created  by  military  expenditures  at 
the  denigration  of  social  needs? 

Or  the  “Christian  values”  in  the  vio¬ 
lent  overwhelming  of  the  tiny  island  of 
Grenada  in  actions  condemned  by  al¬ 
most  all  nations,  including  U.S.  allies? 

Or  bankrolling  murder  and  arson  in 
efforts  to  re-enslave  Central  American 
peasants  to  Anastasio  Somoza-type  dic¬ 
tatorship? 

Do  we  cease  to  question  the  ethics  of 
business  when  we  learn  that  multi-bil- 
lion-dollar  defense  contractors  pay  not 
even  a  token  few  cents  in  taxes? 

Or  that  some  big  business  leaders  who 
have  engaged  in  massive  check-kiting 
thievery  go  uncharged  by  our  pro-busi¬ 
ness  attorney  general? 

Are  family  values  being  promoted 
when  we  accept  unquestioningly  the 
“family  values”  of  the  first  president  in 
almost  200  years  of  the  United  States 
presidency  with  two  living  wives? 

Or  when  we  engage  in  attacks  on  effec¬ 
tive  sex  education  in  the  face  of  unprece¬ 
dented  numbers  of  teen-age  pregnancies? 

Surely  we  must  listen  to  the  complaints 
of  Mr.  Benjamin,  but  that  must  be  without 
downplaying  the  evils  that  trigger  the  crit¬ 
icisms  about  which  he  complains. 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

‘I  completely  agree’ 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  refreshing  to  read  the  article 
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headlined  “Is  the  UMC  alienating  mem¬ 
bers  in  three  areas?”  by  Walter  W.  Ben¬ 
jamin  (see  UMR,  Nov.  22).  I  completely 
agree  with  Mr.  Benjamin. 

My  wife  and  I  are  extremely  proud 
that  our  son  is  serving  our  country  as  an 
officer  in  the  U.S.  Army.  He  and  his  wife 
are  stationed  in  Germany. 

It  is  extremely  unfortunate  that  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  have 
seen  fit  to  alienate  these  young  Christians 
who  "serve  responsibly  in  the  defense  of 
the  free  world”  to  the  point  that  they  find 
more  support  in  other  denominations  than 
the  one  in  which  they  were  raised 

I  am  also  proud  that  I  am  a  business¬ 
man  and  that  I  have  been  blessed  to  have 
a  family  that  treasures  the  value  of  “tra¬ 
ditional”  family  life. 

During  my  25  years  in  business,  I  have 
found  that  members  of  the  business  pro¬ 
fession  have  been  the  ones  who  have  been 
in  the  majority  when  it  came  to  volunteer 
service  in  church  as  well  as  many  worth¬ 
while  community  service  agencies. 

Many  of  these  same  people  have  not 
hesitated  to  stand  firm  in  their  Christian 
beliefs  as  they  faced  the  daily  pressures 
of  working  in  corporate  America. 

If  the  leaders  of  our  church  are  truly  in¬ 
terested  in  reversing  our  church’s  mem¬ 
bership  decline,  they  had  better  begin  to 
listen  to  the  people  who  fill  the  pews  of  the 
local  church  Sunday  after  Sunday. 

As  Mr.  Benjamin  said,  “As  United 
Methodists  we  have  an  honorable  histo¬ 
ry.”  However,  if  our  leadership  doesn’t 
make  some  drastic  changes  and  reverse 
the  alienation  of  those  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Benjamin’s  article,  future  historians  will 
talk  about  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  a  church  of  the  past. 

In  Scripture  we  read  that  Christ’s 
church  will  never  die.  I  firmly  believe 
that.  However,  I  haven’t  read  any  guaran¬ 
tee  that  we  United  Methodists  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  a  part  of  His  church.  It’s  up  to  us. 

Donald  P.  Connelly  Sr. 

Newark,  Delaware 

Stand  shows  little  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  opinion  of  Walter  W. 
Benjamin  (see  UMR  “Here  I  Stand,” 
Nov.  22),  I  wish  to  make  the  following 
observation: 

Mr.  Benjamin  seems  to  be  concerned 
about  an  apparent  leaning  toward  more 
moderate  views  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  also  with  the  potential  of 
more  favorable  attitudes  regarding  the 
volatile  social/moral  issues  of  prayer  in 
school,  abortion  and  teen-age  use  of  con¬ 
traceptives. 

It  is  Mr.  Benjamin’s  attitude  concern¬ 
ing  militarism  that  I  find  most  curious. 
His  choice  of  words,  “Kneejerk  anti-mili¬ 
tarism  is  chic  in  church  circles,”  demon¬ 
strates  to  me  a  total  lack  of 
understanding  of  the  concept  of  atone¬ 
ment. 

His  emphasis  is  with  the  management 
of  the  conflicts  between  political  entities 
and  not  the  genuine  separation  that  ex¬ 
ists  between  the  vision  of  the  creator 
God  and  all  humanity.  His  statements 
strike  me  as  some  of  the  most  humanist 
possible  while  he  is  arguing  against  what 
he  identifies  as  humanistic. 

As  a  statement  of  faith,  I  fear  Mr. 
Benjamin  has  really  indicated  very  lit¬ 
tle.  Instead  he  diagrams  what  I  believe 
is  a  great  hypocrisy:  The  church  and  the 
military  go  hand  in  hand,  and  that  is  the 
way  God  wants  it. 

I  have  always  understood  Christ’s 
message  to  be  faith  in  God  first  and  fore¬ 
most,  and  in  faith  all  may  find  strength. 

Perhaps  if  Mr.  Benjamin  had  been  in 
Jerusalum  when  Jesus  surrendered  him¬ 
self  to  be  crucified  for  the  salvation  of  us 


all,  he  would  have  observed  that  it  was 
an  awful  “kneejerk”  thing  to  do! 

Paul  J.  Stroud  Jr. 

Euclid,  Ohio 

Print  article  again! 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Walter 
W.  Benjamim  headlined  “Is  the  UMC 
alienating  members  in  three  areas?”  in 
the  Nov.  22  issue  was  of  such  importance 
that  you  should  print  it  again. 

It  goes  a  long  way  in  explaining  why 
our  church  has  lost  millions  of  members 
in  the  last  30  years.  It  is  my  hope  that 
every  church  leader  would  read  and 
study  this  article  and  its  deep  meanings. 

Our  leaders  (boards  and  commissions) 
are  boycotting  soup  companies;  con¬ 
demning  our  government;  making  ex¬ 
cuses  for  Fidel  Castro  and  Nicaragua’s 
leaders;  aiding  illegal  aliens  (which  is 
against  our  law);  and,  in  some  cases,  up¬ 
holding  homosexuals  in  our  pulpits  (min¬ 
isters). 

Could  that  be  why  we  are  losing  mem¬ 
bers? 

One  of  our  brighter  things  is  our  Meth¬ 
odist  paper.  It  is  my  belief  that  our  peo¬ 
ple  called  Methodists  are  crying  out 
(look  at  letters  to  the  editor)  for  bold 
leadership  to  change  our  ways  to  stop 
losing  members  and  to  regain  the  2  mil¬ 
lion  we  have  lost  plus  the  10  million  that 
we  should  have  gained  in  the  last  30 
years. 

Bill  E.  Blalock 

Hallsville,  Texas 

Don’t  confuse  biases,  facts 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  some  comments  in  response  to 
Walter  W.  Benjamin’s  “Here  I  Stand” 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  22).  and  his  reference  to 
“  ‘Christ  versus  culture’  sect(s) . . .  Amish 
or  Moravians." 

The  Moravian  Church,  the  oldest  Prot¬ 
estant  church,  and  one  that  has  pro¬ 
foundly  affected  the  Methodist  Church 
throughout  its  history,  is  not  an  isolation¬ 
ist  “sect.”  It  is  a  church  with  a  strong 
sense  of  mission  with  outreach  to  com¬ 
munities  and  peoples  all  over  the  world, 
with  an  emphasis  on  education  and  med¬ 
ical  care. 

(I  am  a  member  of  the  Moravian 
Church  attending  a  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  nearest  Moravian  con¬ 
gregation  is  more  than  120  miles  away). 

It  is  true  that  the  Moravian  Church 
has  been  associated  with  pacifism  since 
its  beginning. 

However,  there  has  always  been  dis¬ 
agreement  and  discussion  as  to  whether 
church  members  should  serve  in  the 
armed  forces.  Many  have  chosen  to 
fight,  from  the  early  religious  wars 
against  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to 
the  modern-day  conflicts  of  the  World 
Wars,  Korea  and  Vietnam. 

Others  have  chosen  not  to  bear  arms 


but  have  helped  by  providing  food,  driv¬ 
ing  ambulances,  etc. 

Mr.  Benjamin  might  be  surprised  to 
know  that  there  are  quite  a  few  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Moravian  congregation  to 
which  I  belong  who  would  fit  into  his  cat¬ 
egory  of  the  “religious  right”  (meaning 
"right-wing,”  not  “correct?”). 

Please  try  to  be  more  careful  about 
what  is  printed  concerning  other  reli¬ 
gious  (or  other)  groups.  One  person’s  bi¬ 
ased  opinion  is  often  taken  as  fact  by 
consumers  of  the  media. 

Marcia  Ehinger 
Bakersfield,  California 

‘I’ve  been  hurting’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  one  of  the 
subjects  mentioned  by  Walter  W.  Benja¬ 
min  in  “Here  I  Stand”  in  the  Nov.  22  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter. 

For  at  least  10  years,  I  have  listened 
to  a  growing  number  of  sermons  that 
speak  of  business  men  in  terms  of  their 
corruptness  and  un-Christian  practices. 

During  these  same  sermons,  I  have 
heard  the  “healing  arts”  and  academic 
professions  lauded  for  their  great  work 
in  God’s  kingdom. 

I  have  felt  pain  as  these  words  have 
spewed  forth  to  brainwash  our  people  into 
believing  that  business  is  a  dirty  word. 

The  reason  that  it  hurts  so  much  is 
that  I  have  seen  my  husband  struggling 
to  hold  together  a  small  business  that 
was  trying  to  grow  so  that  it  could  help 
support  other  families. 

He  built  his  business  on  the  foundation 
of  Christian  service,  not  the  preachy, 
self-serving  piety  of  “God  is  my  board 
chairman”  kind. 

I  know  of  the  sacrifices  and  long  hours 
he  has  worked.  I  know  of  his  generosity 
in  giving  back  to  God  from  the  blessings 
that  he  received. 

Sometimes  I  would  ask  anxiously, 
“Are  you  sure  that  we  can  afford  this?” 
He  would  always  say  that  we  could. 

I  hurt  I  have  been  hurting  for  a  long 
time.  Does  no  one  see  the  benefits  of  taxes 
that  even  small  businesses  generate? 

If  the  church  boycotts  Campbell  Soup, 
how  about  refusing  the  tithes  of  the  busi¬ 
nessman?  United  Methodism,  your  credi¬ 
bility  is  suspect. 

Nina  Sommers 

Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri 

Issues  brought  into  focus 

To  the  Editor: 

Walter  Benjamin’s  “Here  I  Stand”  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  22)  brings  into  sharp  focus 
the  alienating  issues  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  article  should  be  required  reading 
for  all  of  the  church  hierarchy  and  bu¬ 
reaucrats.  If  they  would  give  it  serious 
attention,  it  should  broaden  their  under¬ 
standing  of  these  divisive  matters. 

Charles  W.  Rothhaar 
Muncie.  Indiana 


church.  We  are  so  accustomed  to  prema¬ 
ture  Christmas  carols  that  holding  off  on 
them  for  awhile  may  take  some  getting 
used  to.  Resist  the  commercially  im¬ 
planted  urge  to  accuse  the  church  of  fail¬ 
ing  to  keep  the  “Christmas  spirit.” 
Remember,  there  was  a  time  when  the 
Christmas  spirit  began  at  Christmas! 

•Keep  Advent  in  your  own  home. 
Make  an  Advent  wreath,  or  purchase  one 
if  making  one  is  not  practical.  Make  the 
wreath  a  center  of  family  devotions. 

There  are  a  number  of  inexpensive 
booklets  available  to  you  in  planning 
these.  See  your  pastor  for  suggestions. 

•  Combat  the  temptation  to  crass  ma¬ 
terialism  by  doing  without  something. 

Give  a  little  extra  to  the  church,  to  the 
poor  or  to  a  favorite  charity.  Consider 
the  possibility  of  fasting  (an  ancient  tra¬ 
dition)— that  is,  of  giving  up  some  part 
of  your  diet  (meat,  for  example),  so  the 
feasting  of  Christmas  will  mean  more  to 
you.  Your  health  may  also  be  improved! 

Did  you  know  that  the  early  Method¬ 
ists  fasted  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays? 

•Resist  the  temptation  to  buy  your 
Christmas  tree  in  early  December.  Con¬ 
sider  reviving  the  old  practice  of  putting 
up  the  tree  on  Christmas  Eve  and  keep¬ 
ing  it  up  through  Epiphany.  Consider 
making  your  own  ornaments— a  great 
family  project. 

•  Let  your  children  and  friends  know 
now,  before  they  get  their  hopes  up,  that 
your  gift-giving  will  be  reduced.  Use  this 
ideal  chance  to  explain  that  Christmas 
means  something  else  to  you  and  that 
you  want  to  practice  what  you  preach. 

•  Consider  a  vast  cut  down  in  all  those 


quicklv  forgotten  toys  with  which  wb 
spoil  our  children. 

Perhaps  you  could  give  them  one  real¬ 
ly  special  one  that  will  be  really  remem¬ 
bered.  Why  not  try  making  more  gifts 
and  buying  fewer?  These  mean  much 
more— except  to  those  who  see  the  world 
only  through  cash-green  glasses. 

Need  for  Christ  considered 

Advent  is  a  time  for  reflecting— with, 
we  hope,  minimal  distraction— on  our 
need  for  the  Christ  soon  to  come. 

If  I  have  spoken  about  sad  realities 
and  distortions,  it  is  because  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  they  greatly  inhibit  the  genuine 
experience  of  the  feast  of  Christ’s  com¬ 
ing  to  the  world— a  sad  inhibition  indeed. 

Those  of  us  who  will  have  passed 
through  Advent  with  a  certain  sobriety 
and  urgency  of  devotion,  however,  will 
finally  be  free  to  have  a  really  festive 
and  joyous  celebration  of  Christmas. 

Then  we  will  accept  the  gift  of  Christ 
to  the  world  with  truly  thankful  hearts, 
having  learned  the  lessons  of  Advent 
well  and  having  prepared  a  place  in  the 
inns  of  our  lives.  Come,  Lord  Jesus. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  the  Rev.  Charles  R.  Hahenstein, 
is  a  ministerial  member  of  the  Central  Il¬ 
linois  Annual  Conference  attending  grad¬ 
uate  school  in  South  Bend,  lnd. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texa$ 
75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

UMC  could  find  new  life 
through  search  for  saints 


By  KURT  SCHUERMANN 

Sometimes  questions  are  better  than 
answers;  departures  are  more  certain 
than  arrivals;  and  surprises  are  more  in¬ 
spiring  than  what  seems  certain. 

On  one  ordinary  Sunday,  the  usual 
crowd  driven  away 
by  subzero  tempera¬ 
tures,  something  ex¬ 
traordinary  hap¬ 
pened. 

I  suffered  through 
thoughts  about  what 
this  pittance  of  a 
crowd  would  do  to 
my  average  atten-  Kurt  Schuermann 
dance.  I  had  let  down  my  guard,  secretly 
saying  that  these  few  did  not  merit  my 
.  usual  preaching  performance. 

New  channel  opened 

Stripped  of  pretense,  some  new  chan¬ 
nel  opened  up  in  my  heart,  and  a  word 
came  to  me  quickly  and  with  such  com¬ 
pelling  force  and  pristine  clarity  that  I 
had  trouble  doubting  that  it  came  from 
the  source  of  all  that  is. 

“Where  are  all  the  saints?”  asked  that 
still  small  voice. 

Frederick  Buechner  has  said,  “In  his 
holy  flirtation  with  the  world,  God  occa¬ 
sionally  drops  a  handkerchief.  These 
handkerchiefs  are  called  saints." 

Over  the  years,  much  has  been  written 
about  the  decline  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Many  studies  have  been  done. 
Conclusions  have  been  drawn,  and  many 
remedies  have  been  proposed. 

Most  of  these  explanations  have  left  us 
feeling  more  empty  and  more  hopeless 
than  we  were  before. 

Saints  sought 

On  that  bitterly  cold  Sunday,  all  those 
studies,  and  the  fear  of  decline  and  obso¬ 
lescence  that  prompted  them,  seemed  to 
fall  away  into  insignificance. 


With  the  eye  of  my  heart,  I  scanned 
our  ecclesiastical  horizons  looking, 
searching  for  a  saint. 

Where  were  those  onc~  so  empty  of  hu¬ 
man  pretense  that  they  longed  only  for 
the  touch  of  God? 

Where  were  those  ones  who  spent  their 
lives  traveling  deep  within  the  silence  of 
themselves  to  meet  the  purpose  of  God? 

Where  were  they  that  spoke  not  just 
with  eloquence  but  whose  whole  being 
told  of  the  deep  things  of  God? 

Where  were  those  whose  lives  struck  a 
responsive  chord  within  us  until  we  are 
drawn  to  say:  “This  is  truth”? 

Search  fails 

As  I  surveyed  that  spiritual  horizon,  I 
could  see  great  organizers,  great  fund¬ 
raisers,  bishops,  myself,  my  friends.  I 
could  find  no  saints.  Perhaps  I  am  run¬ 
ning  with  the  wrong  crowd.  Someone  has 
said,  “If  it  is  possible  to  be  a  saint,  how 
could  I  bear  not  to  be  one?” 

If  it  is  possible,  we  need  to  grow  in  the 
saintly  dimension  of  depth.  At  the  very 
least  we  must  get  out  of  the  way  so  that 
the  saints  can  grow. 

Perhaps  the  call  will  come  to  someone 
among  us,  if  we  all  put  aside  pretensions, 
doctoral  robes,  fancy  framed  diplomas 
and  our  tiny  spiritual  demands. 

Maybe  United  Methodism’s  renewal 
might  come,  not  in  a  frantic  rush,  but  in 
the  quiet  act  of  acquiescence.  • 

I  would  give  my  life  to  a  church  that 
believed  sainthood  possible.  I  believe 
others  would  too. 

United  Methodism’s  problem  is  not  in 
its  procedures  or  organization.  It  is  in 
our  hearts.  I  do  not  pray  that  we  will 
grow  to  20  million  members,  but  I  do 
pray  that  our  denomination  will  be  the 
arena  for  the  growth  of  one  saint. 

The  Rev.  Kurt  Schuermann  is  pastor 
of  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Glencoe,  Mo.  (Missouri  Exist  conference). 
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More  church  anti-apartheid  force  pledged 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe— Declaring  that 
the  "moment  of  truth  is  now,  both  for 
South  Africa  and  the  world  community,” 
church  leaders  from  around  the  world 
held  an  unprecedented  emergency  meet¬ 
ing  Dec.  4-6  in  the  Zimbabwean  capital. 

They  called  for  redoubled  church  ef¬ 
forts  to  end  legalized  racial  separation 
(apartheid)  in  South  Africa. 

Eighty-four  high-level  church  leaders, 
including  35  from  South  Africa,  adopted 
a  one-page  call  to  action,  the  “Harare 
Declaration."  It  committed  them  to  pro¬ 
mote  specific  efforts  aimed  at  bringing 
down  the  present  South  African  regime 
a'hd  replacing  the  all-white  government 
with  a  “new  democratic  representative 
government.” 

The  “Harare  Declaration"  lifted  six 
specific  efforts  the  leaders  would  pro¬ 
mote: 

•  Continued  prayer  for  the  people  of 
South  Africa,  specifically  setting  aside 
June  16  as  a  World  Day  of  Prayer  to  end 
unjust  rule  in  South  Africa; 

•  A  call  on  the  international  commu¬ 
nity  to  block  all  new  or  renewable  loans 
to  South  African  institutions; 

.  ‘Support  for  South  African  liberation 
movements; 

•  A  call  for  “immediate  and  compre¬ 
hensive"  sanctions  against  South  Africa; 

•  Welcome  and  support  for  united  ef¬ 
forts  of  South  African  trade  unions  op¬ 
posing  apartheid; 

•  A  demand  for  the  immediate  imple¬ 
mentation  of  United  Nations  Resolution 
435  on  Namibia.  The  resolution  calls  for 
South  Africa  to  return  local  control  to 
Namibia. 

Thirteen  mainline  U.S.  church  leaders 
helped  write  the  “Harare  Declaration," 
including  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  M.  Ault  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area. 
Bishop  Ault  attended  the  meeting  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  as 
president  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Retired  Bishop  James  Mathews  at¬ 
tended  as  an  observer,  having  just  ar¬ 
rived  in  Zimbabwe  to  become  interim 
episcopal  leader  of  the  country’s  United 
Methodist  conference. 

WCC  head  led  meeting 

The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
proposed  the  Harare  meeting  in  Novem¬ 
ber  in  response  to  talks  with  the  Rev. 
Beyers  Naude,  top  executive  of  the  South 
African  Council  of  Churches.  Dr.  Naude 
stressed  to  Dr.  Castro  the  urgency  of  the 
South  African  situation. 

Dr.  Naude  did  not  attend  the  meeting, 
however,  because  of  last-minute  health 
problems. 

The  presence  of  the  racially  mixed 
South  African  delegation,  including  No¬ 
bel  Peace  Prize  recipient  Desmond  Tutu, 
added  drama  and  emotion  to  the  gather¬ 
ing  of  church  leaders  from  Western  Eu¬ 
rope,  Australia,  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Africa. 

The  drama  was  immediately  evident 
in  the  opening  worship  service  in  Har¬ 
are’s  Anglican  Cathedral  as  blacks  and 


Desmond  Tutu 


whites  shared  a  common  communion 
cup  and  joined  in  a  haunting  chant  of  a 
native  South  African  hymn. 

But  the  emotional  impact  grew 
throughout  the  three-day  meeting  as  the 
South  African  participants  graphically 
described  deteriorating  conditions  in 
South  Africa  and  sought  the  help  of  fel¬ 
low  Christians  to  end  apartheid. 

Bishop  Tutu  echoed  a  common  lament. 

"Why  must  (the  end  of  apartheid) 
await  so  much  unnecessary  suffering,  of 
killings  of  4-year-old  children  by  police 
bullets?”  he  asked. 

"We  come  here  at  a  time  when  our 
brothers  and  sisters  are  being  killed  ev¬ 
ery  night,  so  frequently  that  they  have 
become  just  statistics’  to  some.  But  they 
are  not  ‘just  statistics.’  They  are  mothers 
and  fathers  and  children  who  would 
laugh  if  you  tickled  them.” 

“The  system  has  gone  mad.  It  has 
gone  crazy.  It  really  believes  you  can  en¬ 
force  peace  and  order  at  the  end  of  a 
gun." 

Bishop  Tutu  added  that  those  who,  like 
him,  are  advocating  “reasonably  peace¬ 
ful  solutions”  are  having  their  credibility 
challenged  by  people  who  point  out  that 
when  “we  speak  peace,  ‘they’  (the  gov¬ 
ernment)  are  speaking  with  bullets  and 
death.” 

The  Rev.  M.  Buthelezi,  president  of 
the  South  African  Council  of  Churches, 
pointed  out  that  the  church  is  “finding  it 
difficult  to  preach  the  gospel  of  love  to 
people  who  have  never  experienced  fel¬ 
lowship  except  with  members  of  their 
own  race.” 

As  a  result,  Mr.  Buthelezi  said,  many 
church  people  are  rejecting  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  saying  the  "whole  process  is  tearing 
us  apart.” 

Mr.  Buthelezi  said  the  question  of 
whether  the  church  should  become  in¬ 
volved  in  violence  “is  rhetorical.” 

“There  already  is  violence,”  he  said. 
"People  are  trying  to  cope  with  the  real¬ 
ity  of  violence,  the  violence  of  the  state. 


The  church  is  enmeshed  in  the  reality  of 
violence.” 

Churches  are  the  only  places  in  many 
instances,  he  said,  where  people  can 
meet  to  discuss  political  and  economic 
problems  resulting  from  apartheid.  If 
the  churches  refuse  to  be  used  that  way, 
“they  won’t  be  standing  for  long,”  he 
said. 

Chuches  reported  damaged 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Mogaba,  a  Method¬ 
ist,  said,  “More  than  100  churches  have 
been  damaged  in  the  latest  wave  of  vio¬ 
lence,"  mostly  black  churches. 

Particularly  poignant  were  testimo¬ 
nies  to  the  frustration  of  young  people 
and  their  use  of  violence  to  express  an¬ 
ger  at  the  "system.” 

Jacquline  Williams  of  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  said,  “Christian  young  peo¬ 
ple  are  not  asking  is  it  good  to  be  violent 
or  non-violent.  They  are  asking  what  is  the 
most  effective  way  to  bring  change?” 

Ms.  Williams  pointed  out,  “There  are 
very  few  young  people  in  South  Africa. 
They’re  all  very  mature,  dealing  every 
day  with  life  and  death. 

“Sixty  percent  of  people  detained  un¬ 
der  the  state  of  emergency  are  under  25 
years.  One  11-year-old  was  detained  for 
52  days  and  denied  bail.  . . .  Young  peo¬ 
ple  are  being  made  criminals.  . . .  Many 
of  them  have  serious  psychological  prob¬ 
lems  as  a  result,  and  many  young  girls 
are  being  raped  by  the  police.” 

Consequently,  she  said,  large  numbers 
of  young  people  have  simply  stopped  go¬ 
ing  to  school,  saying  that  “education 
without  liberation”  is  meaningless. 

One  South  African  after  another  urged 
the  other  church  leaders  to  step  up  ef¬ 
forts  to  get  their  governments  to  apply 
economic  sanctions  against  South  Africa. 

The  South  Africans  said  they  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  further  suffering  that 
the  use  of  economic  sanctions  inevitably 
will  bring  because  such  methods  are  the 
last  hope  of  ending  apartheid  peacefully. 

“Ever  since  I’ve  known  my  name,  I’ve 
known  oppression,”  said  one  woman  who 
pleaded  for  sanctions. 

“If  President  Reagan  would  apply 
sanctions  to  South  Africa  as  he  has  to 
Nicaragua,  apartheid  would  end  tomor¬ 
row,”  Bishop  Tutu  said. 

South  African  document  cited 

Frequent  reference  was  made  during 
the  meeting  to  the  “Kairos  Document” 
published  in  September  by  a  group  of 
South  African  theologians  and  other 
church  there. 

The  Kairos  document  sharply  criticized 
both  the  South  African  government  and 
South  African  churches  that  have  rational¬ 
ized  non-involvement  in  ending  apartheid. 

"Christians,  if  they  are  not  doing  so  al¬ 
ready,  must  quite  simply  participate  in 
"  the  struggle  for  liberation  for  a  just  soci¬ 
ety,”  the  document  concluded. 

That  sentiment  was  expressed  by 
many  of  the  South  Africans,  including 
one  who  told  the  non-South  African  par¬ 
ticipants,  “We’re  sick  and  tired  of  resolu¬ 
tions.  We’re  asking  you  to  join  the 
struggle." 

In  response,  non-South  African  church 
leaders  gave  expressions  of  support  to 


Emilio  Castro 

anti-apartheid  efforts  on  behalf  of  their 
various  churches  and  church-related  or¬ 


ganizations. 

North  Americans  pledge  support 

Speaking  for  the  North  American  dele¬ 
gation,  the  Rev.  Avery  Post,  president  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ,  cited  sever¬ 
al  actions  that  many  U.S.  church  groups 
are  committed  to. 

Those  actions  include  stopping  the 
rollover  of  U.S.  bank  loans  to  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  promoting  boycotts  of  South  African 
goods  and  seeking  divestment  of  funds 
from  South  African  corporations. 

"My  brothers  and  sisters,  we  commit 
ourselves  to  pray  with  you  and  work 
with  you  side  by  side  for  a  free  and  a 
new  South  Africa,”  Mr.  Post  said. 

The  Rev.  Rueben  Speakes  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church 
also  spoke  for  the  North  Americans.  He 
told  the  South  Africans.  "It  is  our  prayer 
that  you  will  achieve  economic  justice 
while  avoiding  social  and  economic  di¬ 
saster. 

“We,  here  and  now.  pledge  to  you  our 
prayers,  our  material  help  and  our  mor¬ 
al  influence.  We  shall  not  forsake  you  in 
this,  your  hour  of  struggle.” 

Despite  such  expressions  of  solidarity, 
an  element  of  controversy  arose  when 
representatives  of  two  national  libera¬ 
tion  groups,  the  African  National  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  Pan-Africanist  Congress, 
unexpectedly  arrived  at  the  meeting  and 
asked  to  participate. 

The  two  groups  were  granted  limited 
observer  status  with  the  right  to  speak 
under  some  circumstances.  But  Dr.  Cas¬ 
tro,  who  presided  over  the  meeting,  said 
it  was  important  for  the  credibility  of 
the  meeting  that  it  remain  an  “ecclesial 
gathering." 

The  South  African  delegation  did 
meet,  however,  with  the  two  groups, 
which  included  many  exiled  South  Afri¬ 
can  freedom  fighters  while  the  church 
meeting  was  in  recess. 
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Pastor’s  pageant  being  repeated 

DENVER — The  infant  John  the  Baptist  is  dedicated  in  a  scene  of  a 
Christmas  pageant  being  brought  to  a  Denver  stage  for  the  first  time 
since  the  1950s.  Entitled  “Christmas  Pageant,”  it  was  created  by  the  Rev. 
Mark  Fiester,  now  pastor  emeritus  of  Breckenridge  (Colo.)  Father  Dyer 
United  Methodist  Church. 

When  performed  in  1953,  it  drew  overflow  audiences  to  14  perfor¬ 
mances  in  the  civic  auditorium  and  a  Denver  high  school.  This  year, 
thanks  to  a  $20,000  grant  from  the  Schramm  Foundation,  more  than  150 
singers,  actors  and  readers  are  expected  to  perform  it  Dec.  14  and  15. 

Mr.  Fiester  wrote  the  play  in  a  form  of  drama  closely  related  to  the  di¬ 
vine  mystery  plays  of  the  Middle  Ages  when  the  church  employed  drama 
to  instruct  the  people  in  Bible  stories.  On  a  two-level  stage  setting  (heav¬ 
en  and  earth),  the  pageant  depicts  the  Christmas  story  from  Garden  of 
Eden  disobedience  to  the  Nativity. 


Credit,  blame  alleged 
in  Nicaraguan  arrests 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  bishops  are  getting 
some  credit  for  the  recent  release  from 
jail  of  Nicaraguan  evangelical  pastors. 

But  the  Washington-based  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy,  which  counts 
several  individual  United  Methodists 
among  its  leaders,  is  being  blamed  by 
Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  leaders  for  caus¬ 
ing  the  arrests  in  the  first  place. 

United  Press  International  reported 
the  Sandinistas  said  they  had  to  arrest 
and  detain  the  church  workers  because 
the  workers  were  following  instructions 
from  the  institute  to  oppose  Nicaragua's 
military  draft. 

U.S.  evangelical  leader  retorts 

That  brought  a  sharp  retort  from  the 
head  of  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  in  the  United  States. 

"There  is  no  truth  in  fact  (to  the  Sandi¬ 
nistas’  newest  accusations),”  the  Rev 
Billy  Melvin  said. 

The  association  includes  denomina¬ 
tions  such  as  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene. 
Assemblies  of  God  and  Christian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Alliance,  some  of  which  have 
close  ties  to  Nicaraguan  Protestants 
caught  in  the  recent  wave  of  arrests,  in¬ 
terrogations,  silencing  and  confiscation 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  15). 

"The  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democ¬ 
racy  is  just  a  whipping  boy  so  the  Sandi¬ 
nistas  can  justify  their  harassment  of 
evangelicals,”  Dr.  Melvin  said. 

"These  Nicaraguan  evangelicals  are 
taking  a  neutral  stand  on  matters  in  the 
political  arena  and  simply  attempting  to 
carry  out  their  spiritual  ministry,”  said 
Dr.  Melvin,  who  has  spent  time  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  with  many  of  the  detained  pastors 

Dr.  Melvin  thanked  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  for  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  its  friendly  relations  with 
Sandinista  officials  and  pleading  last 
month  for  an  end  to  any  religious  repres¬ 
sion  (see  UMR,  Nov.  22). 

"That’s  just  the  kind  of  help,  the 
churches  need.”  he  said. 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  (Louisville,  Ky., 
Area),  Council  of  Bishops  secretary,  said 
he  had  received  reports  that  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  correspondence  to  Nicaraguan 
President  Daniel  Ortega  had  some  effect. 

Although  no  Nicaraguan  pastors  are 


reportedly  still  in  jail,  representatives  of 
several  U.S.  religious  organizations  told 
the  Reporter  last  week  that  they  re¬ 
mained  concerned  for  the  leaders  who 
were  under  close  surveillance  and  were 
limited  in  their  activities. 

Sandinistas  make  charges 

After  censoring  an  opposition  newspa¬ 
per’s  earlier  reports  about  actions 
against  several  of  Nicaragua’s  top  evan¬ 
gelical  leaders,  Sandinista  officials  ex¬ 
plained  the  actions  in  their  party 
newspaper  at  the  end  of  November. 

They  said  the  religious  leaders  are  in 
trouble  because: 

•  They  received  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  from  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy,  whose  chair¬ 
man  is  United  Methodist  evangelist  Ed 
Robb. 

•The  institute  is  sponsored  by  the 
U.S.  Central  Intelligence  Agency. 

•The  Nicaraguan  religious  leaders 
were  discovered  with  instructions  from 
the  institute  for  fighting  the  military 
draft.  (Sandinista  leaders  regard  the 
draft  as  essential  to  maintain  a  large 
army  to  fight  rebels  who  are  sponsored 
in  part  by  the  U.S.  government.) 

•  Some  of  the  pastors  had  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  congress  sponsored  by  the 
institute  in  the  United  States. 

Institute  denies  all 

Representatives  of  the  Institute  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Democracy  denied  all  those 
charges  as  "preposterous.” 

They  said  institute  people  have  had 
only  a  couple  of  brief,  earlier  encounters 
with  any  of  the  religious  leaders  in  trou¬ 
ble,  “haven’t  given  a  penny”  to  them, 
don’t  even  have  them  on  the  newsletter 
mailing  list  and  haven’t  urged  anybody 
“publicly  or  privately”  to  evade  the 
draft. 

Dr.  Melvin  said  the  Sandinista  accusa¬ 
tions  about  a  congress  sponsored  by  the 
institute  apparently  were  referring  to  a 
congress  on  Hispanic  evangelism  recent¬ 
ly  held  in  the  Crystal  Cathedral  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Some  of  the  later-arrested 
Nicaraguan  pastors  were  there,  he  said. 

"The  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democ¬ 
racy  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with 
that  meeting,"  he  said. 


UM  bishop  finds  ‘tide’ 
sweeping  South  Africa 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe -Soon  after  the 
close  of  the  emergency  meeting  of  church 
leaders  on  South  African  apartheid,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  James  Ault  (Pitts¬ 
burgh  Area)  reflected  informally  on 
various  aspects  of  the  historic  gathering. 

The  following  observations  are  some 
of  Bishop  Ault’s  personal  reactions  to 
what  he  saw  and  heard  last  week  in  Har¬ 
are: 

On  participating  in  the  meeting: 
“When  the  invitation  came  from  Dr 
(Emilio)  Castro  (World  Council  of 
Churches  head)  to  participate,  I  was  hon¬ 
ored  and  humbled  by  the  prospect  of  be¬ 
ing  a  part  of  an  experience  that  would 
bring  together  church  leaders  from 
around  the  world. 

“There  are  places  where  bishops 
should  be  involved  in  building  relation¬ 
ships  that  create  an  environment  for 
building  better  societies,  societies  in 
which  people  can  enjoy  higher  levels  of 
peace,  freedom  and  justice." 

On  personal  involvement:  “I  remem¬ 
ber  reading  Alan  Paton’s  book,  ‘Cry  the 
Beloved  Country'  (about  South  Africa) 
years  ago.  I  have  several  South  African 
friends.  And  the  suffering  there  has  im¬ 
pressed  me  like  Vietnam  did  in  the  '60s 
and  ‘70s.  I  feel  helpless. 

“But  then  I  think  maybe  there  is  some¬ 
thing  that  a  gathering  like  this  one  can 
do,  that  maybe  a  small  group  like  this 
could  provide  a  turning  point  for 
churches  and  that,  as  a  result,  others 
might  join  the  fight  against  apartheid  in 
new  and  more  concentrated  ways. 

“It  is  rare  nowadays  that  anyone  says 
apartheid  is  not  an  injustice.  But  until  the 
problem  touches  us  personally  for  our 
families  and  our  institutions,  we  aren't 
likely  to  make  the  effort  to  change  it.” 

Why  the  time  is  right  for  sanctions: 
“There's  been  a  rising  tide  across  white 
society  in  South  Africa  that  is  opposed  to 
apartheid  because  of  the  wave  of  vio¬ 
lence,  maimings,  killings,  etc.  That  cor¬ 
responds  to  another  rising  tide  in  our 
own  country  responding  to  the  situation 
there— like  divestment,  which  is  happen¬ 
ing  more  and  more. 

"But  now  we’re  hearing  South  African 
blacks  say,  ‘We  know  we’ll  be  hurt  by 
economic  sanctions,  but  we'd  rather  suf- 
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fer  for  a  short  period  of  time  than  to 
postpone  the  dismantling  of  apartheid 

“Economic  sanctions  put  a  whole 
country  up  against  the  boundaries  of  sur¬ 
vival.  But  sanctions  are  warranted  in 
this  case  in  the  light  of  the  violence  that 
is  being  done  to  so  many  people.” 

On  the  role  of  the  church  leaders:  “Our 
coming  to  Harare  to  meet  with  our  suf¬ 
fering  South  African  brothers  and  sisters 
was  like  a  pastor  coming  to  visit  parish¬ 
ioners  in  a  time  of  need." 

.  On  WCC  head  Emilio  Castro:  “There 
was  a  sense  of  freedom  in  the  meeting 
because  of  the  style  of  Emilio  Castro- 
loving,  affirming,  encouraging.  He  is 
willing  to  sit  and  not  be  pressed  by  a 
schedule.” 

On  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu:  "Bishop  Tu¬ 
tu's  an  amazing  man.  He  could  have  run 
the  whole  thing  (as  far  as  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  delegation  was  concerned).  But  he  is 
such  an  authentic  human  being  whose 
Christianity  is  manifested  in  living  and 
loving.  He  enjoys  life. 

"I  don’t  think  any  one  in  the  South  Af¬ 
rican  group  felt  anything  but  good  ^bout, 
him.  He  very  intentionally  lets  other 
people  be  leaders  " 

“Desmond  Tutu  shows  what  a  differ¬ 
ence  one  person  can  make  and  what  a 
difference  the  church  can  make." 

On  hearing  the  testimony  of  South  Af¬ 
ricans:  "If  local  church  people  could  just 
see  videotapes  of  South  African  people 
talking  about  their  suffering,  they  would 
be  moved  to  respond.” 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Missionary  sees  potential 
South  Africa  destruction’ 


By  JAN  LICHTENWALTER 

LUBUMBASHI,  Zaire— Majority  rule 
in  South  Africa  and  an  end  to  apartheid 
are  not  likely  to  happen  soon  or  without 
great  destruction,  if  the  predictions  of 
one  United  Methodist  missionary  are 
correct. 

“South  Africa  is  controlled  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  not  the  government,”  John  En¬ 
right  told  United  Methodist  journalists 
visiting  Lubumbashi  recently.  “There 
are  250,000  white  soldiers  in  the  South 
African  army,  and  they  are  heavily 
armed  and  prepared  to  fight.” 

He  described  the  Afrikaners  who  con¬ 
trol  the  South  African  army  as  people 
possessed  with  a  nationalistic  fervor 
similar  to  Nazism  and  prepared  to  use 
nuclear  weapons  to  defend  their  way  of 
life. 

The  pastor-missionary  noted  that  most 
consumer  goods  available  to  countries  in 


southern  Africa  originate  in  South  Africa 
and  that  the  supply  system  would  be  cut 
off  if  the  South  African  economy  col¬ 
lapsed. 

He  said  South  African  blacks  fare  bet¬ 
ter  economically  than  people  in  other 
parts  of  Africa,  but  he  decried  the  “hu¬ 
man  dignity  denied  to  blacks"  by  the 
controlling  white  minority  in  that  coun¬ 
try. 

Mr.  Enright,  who  was  born  in  Zaire, 
the  son  of  United  Methodist  missionar¬ 
ies,  is  a  developmental  specialist  in 
Luena,  Zaire,  where  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  second  only  to  the  mimng 
industry  in  numbers  of  people  it  employs 
in  the  church’s  building,  agriculture, 
health  care  and  education  projects. 

Ms.  Lichtenwalter  is  editor  of  the  Bal¬ 
timore  conference  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 


GLORIETA 


Ski  Bible  Conference 
December  1 3  through 
April  14 


Outstanding  Bible  study  provided  in  the 
evenings. 

MORE  INFORMATION  contact  Glorieta  Baptist 
Conference  Center,  Box  8,  Glorieta.  NM 
87535.(505)  757-6161. 


Not  available  December  24  &  25. 


Ski  3  full  days  at  Santa  Fe  Ski 
Area  or  Sandia  Ski  Area  for 
$154.00  per  person.  Four 
nights'  lodging  for  4  per 
room,  8  meals.  3  day  lift 
ticket,  equipment  rental 
and  instructions,  if  de¬ 
sired.  A  cross-country 
ski  package  available 
Jan-Mar. 


Seven  Steps  to  Achieve 

VICTORY  OV€R  STRESS 


A  practical,  spiritual  guide  for  finding  happi¬ 
ness  and  coping  with  the  stresses  of  daily  living. 

The  Reverend  Robert  E.  Stevens  is  Associate 
Pastor  and  Director  of  Prayer  Ministries  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas. 


You  may  order  the  cassette  for  $8.50  from  STRESS,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1320  Main,  Houston.  Texas  77002. 
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U.S. -Soviet  religious 
summit  leaders  plan 
another  return  visit 


Compiled  from  News  Releases 

On  the  heels  of  a  highly  visible  reli¬ 
gious  joint  vigil  during  the  recent  Rea- 
gan-Gorbachev  summit  meeting,  U.S. 
and  Soviet  church  leaders  are  planning  a 
visit  by  Soviet  Christians  to  the  United 
States  next  April. 

It  will  be  another  in  a  series  of  at¬ 
tempts  begun  in  1956  to  forge  links  be¬ 
tween  Christians  in  the  two  competing 
superpower  nations. 

“It’s  much  easier  for  church  leaders 
from  the  Soviet  Union  and  United  States 
to  meet  than  it  is  for  the  political  lead¬ 
ers,”  said  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer  after 
the  five-day  prayer  vigil  in  Geneva. 

The  general  secretary  of  the  U.S.  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  Dr.  Brouwer 
said  the  fact  church  leaders  can  meet 
“can  somehow  be  a  model”  for  political 
leaders. 

At  the  end  of  the  summit  vigil,  12 
American  and  11  Soviet  church  leaders 
issued  a  joint  statement  saying:  “The 
NCC  has  issued  an  invitation  to  church 
leaders  of  the  U.S.S.R.  to  visit  the  United 
States  between  April  10-24,  1986,  for  dis¬ 
cussions  and  travel  to  local  and  regional 
ecumenical  organizations  and  church  in¬ 
stitutions  in  different  parts  of  the  U.S.A. 
in  order  to  broaden  and  deepen  our  mu¬ 
tual  understanding.  Another  visit  of  U.S. 
Christians  to  the  U.S.S.R.  is  also  planned 
as  part  of  what  we  hope  will  be  extended 
mutual  relationships. 

"May  God  bless  these  undertakings 
and  those  of  Mr.  Reagan  and  Mr.  Gorba¬ 
chev.  And  as  we  exchange  the  kiss  of 
peace  and  return  to  our  own  churches 
and  peoples,  may  the  vision  of  the 
Prophet  Micah  for  all  the  peoples  of 
God’s  world  soon  become  a  reality:  that 
justice  and  peace  embrace.” 

Religious  leaders  of  the  two  countries 
said  the  hopeful  signs  for  peace  that 
came  from  the  Reagan-Gorbachev  meet¬ 
ing  cannot  be  fully  nurtured  merely  by 
the  governments  of  the  U.S.  and  the 
U.S.S.R.  making  themselves  accountable 


to  each  other  and  their  peoples.  Rather, 
the  leaders  said,  the  two  countries  should 
make  themselves  accountable  to  all  the 
peoples  of  the  world  “confronted  by  the 
ominous  power  of  our  two  countries.” 

The  church  leaders  expressed  the  be¬ 
lief  that  three  decades  of  contacts  be¬ 
tween  the  Soviet  and  American  churches 
helped  "prepare  a  favorable  climate  for 
the  summit.” 

Although  Christian  leaders  from  the 
two  countries  have  been  meeting  togeth¬ 
er  for  many  years,  the  summit  was  the 
first  time  they  have  organized  a  vigil  to 
coincide  with  a  meeting  of  their  nations’ 
political  leaders,  said  NCC  spokeswom¬ 
an  Carol  Fouke. 

The  church  exchanges  began  in  March 
1956  with  a  nine-member  NCC  delega¬ 
tion  going  to  the  Soviet  Union  at  the 
height  of  a  cold-war  period. 

Eight  Soviet  Christians  then  came  to 
the  United  States  in  June  1956.  A  joint 
declaration  said,  “Faith,  freedom  and 
justice  are  the  most  essential  prerequi¬ 
sites  for  a  durable  peace.” 

Visits  between  the  countries  since  then 
have  included: 

1962: 13-member  group  to  U.S.S.R. 

1963: 16-member  group  to  America. 

1974: 19-member  group  to  U.S.S.R. 

1975:  20-member  group  to  America. 

1979:  A  joint  conference  in  Geneva  on 
“The  Responsibility  of  the  Churches  in 
the  U.S.A.  and  the  U.S.S.R.  for  Arms  Re¬ 
duction.” 

1980.  Another  joint  conference  in  Ge¬ 
neva  urging  ratification  of  SALT  II  arms 
limitation  accords  and  acknowledging 
differences  of  opinion  about  the  Soviet 
government’s  invasion  of  Afghanistan. 

1982:  A  joint  conference  in  Geneva  on 
“The  Churches’  Witness  in  Our  Respec¬ 
tive  Societies.” 

1983:  40-member  group  to  U.S.S.R. 

1984:  20-member  group  to  America 
and  a  266-member  group  to  U.S.S.R. 

1985:  81-member  group  to  U.S.S.R. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Supreme  Court  rejects 
UM  officials’  request 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  — The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  has  refused  to  set  aside  a  ruling  by 
a  Massachusetts  court  as  requested  by  a 
retired  United  Methodist  bishop  and  a 
former  district  superintendent  in  the 
Southern  New  England  conference. 

The  result  is  to  let  stand  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court’s  ruling 
that  “the  religious  clauses  of  the  First 
Amendment  do  not  preclude  the  imposi¬ 
tion  of  liability”  on  Bishop  Edward  G.  Car- 
roll  and  the  Rev.  John  E.  Barclay,  form¬ 
er  superintendent  of  the  Boston  District. 

The  case  involves  the  Rev.  William  E. 
Alberts,  former  pastor  at  Old  West  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Boston.  Mr.  Al¬ 
berts  was  forced  to  retire  in  June  1973  at 
the  recommendation  of  both  Bishop  Car- 
roll  and  Mr.  Barclay  and  upon  the  vote 
of  the  annual  conference. 

Difficulties  surrounding  Mr.  Alberts 
came  into  the  open  in  late  1972  and  early 
1973  when  he  first  broke  off  psychiatric 
care  he  was  undergoing,  then  performed 
a  “wedding”  for  two  homosexual  men 
against  the  bishop’s  express  wishes. 

Following  that  much-publicized  event, 
Bishop  Carroll  and  Mr.  Barclay  talked  to 
Mr.  Alberts’  former  psychiatrist  about 
the  pastor’s  mental  state. 

Mr.  Alberts’  lawsuit,  which  he  filed  in 
1975,  charged  church  officials  with  vio¬ 
lating  the  confidential  physician-patient 
relationship  he  enjoyed  with  the  psychia¬ 
trist.  In  that  original  suit  he  sought 
$375,000  in  damages  “for  mental  an¬ 
guish,  loss  of  earning  capacity  and  dam¬ 
age  to  reputation.” 

That  lawsuit  has  never  come  to  trial. 

A  key  factual  dispute  has  been  wheth¬ 
er  Mr.  Alberts  first  sought  to  resolve  the 
matter  in  a  church  court. 

In  their  written  appeal  asking  Su¬ 
preme  Court  review,  church  officials 
said  Mr.  Alberts  had  not  exhausted  ec¬ 
clesiastical  remedies  before  going  to  civ¬ 


il  court. 

But  Mr.  Alberts  claimed  Bishop  Car- 
roll  ruled  out  of  order  a  motion  to  sub¬ 
mit  his  case  to  a  church  trial 
immediately  after  the  retirement  vote 
was  taken. 

Mr.  Alberts  is  now  pastor  of  the  non- 
denominational  Community  Church  of 
Boston. 

Although  a  lower  state  court  agreed 
with  church  officials  that  the  First 
Amendment  forbids  civil  courts’  ruling 
in  such  cases,  the  Massachusetts  Su¬ 
preme  Judicial  Court  disagreed.  It  held 
that  anyone  who  induces  a  physician  to 
violate  the  duty  of  confidentiality  to  a 
patient  is  liable  for  damages  under  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  law. 

In  their  written  appeal  to  the  nation’s 
top  court,  attorneys  for  the  church  de¬ 
clared:  “That  ordained  clergymen  should 
have  to  defend  the  reasonableness  of 
their  beliefs  in  a  secular  court,  before  a 
jury  of  persons  who  do  not  share  their 
religious  views,  is  intolerable.” 

They  also  claimed  that  when  First 
Amendment  religious  rights  clash  with 
the  state’s  interest,  “religious  freedom  is 
clearly  the  stronger  value.” 

But  Mr.  Alberts’  attorneys  asked  the 
court  to  refuse  the  case,  arguing  Massa¬ 
chusetts  possessed  “an  interest  suffi¬ 
ciently  compelling  to  justify”  legal 
action  against  church  officials. 

“Civil  courts  must  respect  the  deci¬ 
sions  of  [church]  tribunals  on  religious 
doctrine,  not  civil  liability,”  they  said. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  filed  a  joint 
brief  supporting  the  church  officials. 

A  minimum  of  four  justices  is  required 
for  a  case  to  come  to  oral  argument. 
Two  of  the  nine  Supreme  Court  justices, 
William  J.  Brennan  Jr.  and  Byron  R. 
White,  indicated  they  voted  to  accept  the 
case  for  review. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR,  BUSINESS  AND  FINANCIAL  Ad¬ 

ministration.  Holston  Conference.  Includes  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer.  Responsibilities  for  pensions, 
equitable  salaries,  foundation,  properties.  $35,000- 
45,000  Contact  Search  Committee.  Box  567,  Oak 
Ridge.  TN  37831. 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME  OF  TEXAS  seeks 
vice  president  for  development.  Send  resume  to 
6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio.  TX  78240 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

at  John  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston. 

DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS -District  office 

software-  General  ledger,  name  and  address  list 
and  label  system.  Offered  by  the  company  now 
supplying  and  supporting  24  annual  conferences. 
Free  printer  offer  while  supply  lasts.  Call  or  write 
Cannon  Data  Systems,  114  N.  3rd  St,  Cannon 
Falls.  MN  55009.  Phone  (507)  263-3966 

in  1.800-member  church.  Position  available  immedi¬ 
ately.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  H.  R.  Roh- 
loff  Jr..  5830  Bermuda  Dunes,  Houston.  TX  77069. 

WANTED  Ideas  for  design  of  outdoor  worship  area 

on  church  grounds.  Share  your  photos  or  plans  with 
us.  Mail  to  Anona  United  Methodist  Church,  13233 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  CENTRAL  UNITED 
Methodist  Church  of  Phoenix.  AZ.  a  large,  exciting 
and  expanding  parish,  is  seeking  two  outstanding 
church  leaders  for  positions  available  immediately 
Salaries  are  negotiable.  Director  or  Minister  of 
Evangelism,  top  lay  or  clergy  leader  to  establish, 
manage  evangelism  ministry  in  rapidly  growing 
city.  Also  help  establish  three  new  churches.  Direc¬ 
tor  or  Minister  of  Family  Life,  lay  or  clergy  leader 
to  serve  as  minister /director  of  family  life.  Accent 
will  be  on  young  marrieds  and  families,  but  a  total 
ministry  is  provided  Contact  Dr  Lawrence  A.  Hin- 
shaw.  Central  United  Methodist  Church,  1875  N.  Cen¬ 
tral  Ave.,  Phoenix.  AZ  85004.  (602)  258-8048 

STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  ATITLAN,  Guatemala. 
The  fabulous,  multicolored  stole  of  Santiago  (litur¬ 
gical  colors  too)  with  or  without  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  cross  and  flame.  Ideal  Christmas  gift  for  a 
pastor.  $30  plus  $2.50  postage.  Send  no  money. 
Shipped  on  approval.  Double  Mission  Outreach, 
Southern  Illinois  Conference,  Route  2,  Murphys- 
boro,  IL  62966.  Phone  (618)  684-3890  (evenings  too), 
keep  trying. 

ONE  GOOD  IDEA  DESERVES  ANOTHER' 

Therefore,  the  Division  of  Family  Life  within  the 
Florida  conference  is  compiling  a  "Recipe  Book" 
of  successful  programming  ideas.  We  would  like  to 
include  yours!  Send  us  your  "recipe"  including  all 
the  ingredients  that  went  into  ma.-ing  it  a  success¬ 
ful  event  (the  who,  what,  when,  where,  why.  how 
and  how  much).  Send  your  idea  along  with  a  self- 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  1.900-member 
church.  Bell  choirs,  adult,  youth  and  children's 
choirs  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  805  E 
Denman.  Lufkin.  TX  75901. 

APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 
for  services  Sally  and  El  Ministries.  P.O.  Box 
3031,  Shiremanstown.  PA  17011  Members  Nation- 

Matn  St..  Clearwater.  FL  33519,  and  we'll  return 
the  favor  with  a  new  programming  idea  for  you 
and  your  church! 

further  information,  call  or  write  (717)  761-2378 

FAMILY  LIFE  AND  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted 

in  church  of  500  members.  Position  open  immedi¬ 
ately.  Salary  open.  Send  resume:  First  UMC,  Box 
1138.  Bristow.  6K74010  ! 

FOR  SALE:  Green  choir  robes  and  white  stoles. 

Buy  any  amount  up  to  60  $10  each  plus  postage 

Dallas.  TX  75218  (214)  324-3661 

FREE  INFORMATION  on  new  parenting  pro¬ 
gram-including  video  and  drama  in  worship. 
From  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E.  Lin¬ 
coln  Drive.  Phoenix.  AZ  85016.  (602)  955-8554. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist.  Odessa.  TX  Congregation  of  2,000  * 

members  Current  program  strong  and  active. 
Supportive  congregation  Good  physical  facilities. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  and  references  to 
Rev  Charles  Crutchfield.  First  UMC.  415  N.  Lee, 
Odessa,  TX  79761. 

SKI  COLORADO!  CONDOMINIUM  for  rent  in 
beautiful  mountain  village  of  Breckenridge.  Walk 
to  lifts,  restaurants,  shopping.  Sleeps  six.  Lowest 
rates  available.  Please  call  early  to  reserve.  (303) 
770-4750. 
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A  two-way  "interactive”  telephone  link  allows  minis¬ 
ters  from  all  parts  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
like  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  in  the  Ruston  District,  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  recent  continuing-education  television  pro¬ 
gram.  Questions  and  responses  were  heard  by  all 
viewers.  Although  intended  for  Louisianans,  the  broad¬ 
cast  could  be  picked  up  throughout  the  western  hemi¬ 
sphere  by  anyone  tuned  to  the  Galaxy  3  Satellite.  For 
example,  one  query  came  from  a  viewer  in  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference. 

Satellite  links 
Louisana  clerics 


“If  you  do  not  control  the  time  of  your  life, 
someone  else  will,”  the  Rev.  Robert  Paul 
(right)  tells  a  studio  audience  of  ministers 
from  the  Louisiana  conference.  Dr.  Paul,  a 
staff  member  at  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 


pleship,  conducted  a  time-management 
workshop  on  television  for  the  entire  confer¬ 
ence.  The  continuing-education  presentation 
was  transmitted  from  Shreveport  by  satel¬ 
lite  to  eight  sites  around  the  state. 


The  Rev.  John  Braden,  director 
of  education  ministries  in  the  Loui¬ 
siana  conference,  poses  a  question 
about  time  use  during  the  broad¬ 
cast.  Dr.  Braden  was  part  of  a  stu¬ 
dio  audience  in  Shreveport.  He 
coordinated  the  conference’s  sec¬ 
ond  continuing-education  event  us¬ 
ing  satellite  distribution.  The  first 
was  in  September. 


Director  John  Perkins  selects  shots  from  four  cam¬ 
eras  during.  tbe  broadcast.  The  program  was  transmit¬ 
ted  in  two  parts,  a  60-minute  session  before  lunch  and 
a  90-minute  session  after.  The  production  originated  in 
studios  of  the  Alternate  View  Network.  The  studios 


and  control  room  occupy  a  building  behind  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  La.  The  church’s 
administrative  board  elects  the  board  of  directors  for 
the  separate  corporation  that  owns  the  network. 

UMR  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DOUGLAS  CANNON 


Hispanic  caucus  builds  sanctuary  awareness 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.— The  “sanctuary”  of 
the  national  meeting  of  MARCHA  (Meth¬ 
odists  Associated  Representing  the 
Cause  of  Hispanic-Americans)  Nov.  23-24 
proved  to  be  a  symbolic  gesture  rather 
than  the  actual  sanctuary  some  mem¬ 
bers  had  anticipated. 

The  caucus  had  declared  that  the 
meeting  would  be  “sanctuary”  and  had 
arranged  through  a  local  organization  to 
be  able  to  offer  sanctuary.  But  the  cau¬ 
cus  was  not  asked  to  do  so. 

The  meeting’s  focus  on  sanctuary, 
however,  served  to  build  awareness,  said 
MARCHA  President  Jose  L.  Palos. 

It  also  symbolically  supported,  he 
said,  the  11  people  (including  two  United 
Methodists)  on  trial  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  for 
their  work  in  the  movement  that  offers 
shelter,  transportation  and  other  help  to 


Central  American  refugees. 

Yolanda  Pupo-Ortiz,  a  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  staff,  gave  MARCHA 
members  a  firsthand  report  from  the  on¬ 
going  sanctuary  trial,  which  she  had 
monitored  the  previous  day. 

Good  spirit  seen  at  trial 

She  told  them  that  in  spite  of  uncer¬ 
tainty  hovering  over  those  indicted  “for 
the  crime  of  being  faithful  servants,” 
they  seemed  to  have  a  spirit  of  joy  and 
confidence  in  Christ  and  a  sense  of  "sus¬ 
taining  community.” 

Ms.  Pupo-Ortiz  read  a  letter  to  the 
group  from  Peggy  Hutchinson,  one  of 
two  United  Methodists  on  trial  and  a 
member  of  MARCHA  (one  of  the  few 
non-Hispanics  in  the  caucus). 

Ms.  Hutchinson  wrote  that  she  was  ex¬ 
periencing  a  time  of  spiritual  growth. 


Cross  burned  at  church; 
community  rallies  support 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PRINCETON,  W.Va.— When  someone 
burned  a  cross  on  the  porch  of  New  Cen¬ 
tury  United  Methodist  Church  two 
months  ago.  newspaper  headlines  around 
the  state  proclaimed  "Princeton  has  ra¬ 
cial  problems  again.” 

Many  people  in  this  city  of  10,000,  lo¬ 
cated  75  miles  south  of  state  capital 
Charleston,  wanted  to  shake  off  Prince¬ 
ton’s  reputation  of  practicing  racism. 
They  decided  that  helping  the  tiny,  pre¬ 
dominately  black  church  could  be  a 
start. 

An  impromptu  display  of  ecumenical 
support  and  a  fund  drive  aimed  at  buy¬ 
ing  the  small  church  its  first  piano  re¬ 
sulted. 

On  the  Sunday  morning  after  the  fire, 
the  congregation  of  the  New  Century 
UMC  entered  through  a  back  door  to 
worship  because  the  front  porch,  steps 
and  doors  of  their  church  were  severely 
burned.  Once  inside  they  discovered  that 
black  and  white  delegations  from  Bap¬ 
tist,  Presbyterian  and  other  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  the  area  had 
come  to  join  them  in  worship.  The  con¬ 
gregation  swelled  to  75. 

‘They  were  afraid  we  would  be 
afraid,"  recalled  New  Century’s  pastor, 
the  Rev.  James  E.  Davis.  “So  they  came 
to  give  us  moral  support.” 

But  the  citizens  of  Princeton  wanted 
to  do  more  than  just  give  the  important 
moral  support. 

Because  the  damage  to  the  church  had 
been  covered  by  insurance,  an  anony¬ 
mous  caller  phoned  Princeton’s  chamber 


of  commerce  president  Charlie  Collier 
suggesting  that  citizens  donate  money  to 
the  church.  That  call  sparked  the  idea  of 
a  citywide  fund-raiser  designed  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  new  or  used  piano  for  New  Cen¬ 
tury  UMC.  To  date  some  $300  has  been 
raised. 

Mr.  Collier  told  the  Reporter,  "The 
people  who  did  the  vandalism  are  not 
typical  of  the  people  in  this  city. 

“We  want  to  alleviate  the  reputation 
of  racism.  Due  to  it,  whenever  a  black 
and  a  white  person  have  a  fight,  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  racially  motivated. 

“That  is  just  not  true.  And  as  soon  as 
the  cross  burning  occurred,  some  news¬ 
papers  in  this  state  printed  stories  that 
we  were  still  having  racial  problems." 
Mr.  Davis  said  his  congregation  was  not 
rebellious  about  the  incident.  “They  took 
it  in  their  stride,  and  we  prayed  over  the 
situation,”  he  said. 

“In  my  sermon  I  told  them  to  leave 
the  situation  to  the  Lord  and  not  to  won¬ 
der  about  who  burned  our  church,”  he 
said. 

“But  I  also  said  if  I  found  out  who  it 
was  I  would  go  to  them  and  pray  on  my 
knees  with  them.” 

According  to  Mr.  Davis,  no  one  has 
been  arrested  for  the  vandalism.  Local 
police  believe  that  teen-agers,  not  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan,  are  responsible.  He  said  po¬ 
lice  suspect  two  youngsters  from  a  ju¬ 
nior  high  school  close  to  the  church 
which,  at  the  time  of  the  cross  burning, 
was  experiencing  racial  tensions. 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


She  asked  caucus  members  to  "help  us 
communicate  to  the  church  the  fear,  ter¬ 
ror  and  destruction  going  on  in  Central 
America.” 

Three  representatives  from  the  Phoenix- 
based  ecumenical  Valley  Religious  Task 
Force  on  Central  America  made  a  presen¬ 
tation  to  the  caucus  about  sanctuary. 

Although  the  MARCHA  meeting  was 
not  called  upon  to  provide  sanctuary,  the 
caucus  did  have  one  unexpected  visitor. 
The  Rev.  Kempton  Hewitt,  dean  of  the 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio, 
came  not  to  infiltrate  or  arrest  but,  he 
told  the  group  in  Spanish,  "to  show  soli¬ 
darity  and  to  witness  to  the  justice  of  the 
sanctuary  movement.” 

The  meeting’s  stand  for  sanctuary, 
said  Dr.  Hewitt,  “gives  me  a  chance  to 
make  an  outward  statement  of  what  I 
feel  in  my  heart.” 

Defense  funds  given 

MARCHA  voted  to  give  $100  as  a  group 
plus  personal  donations,  which  brought 
the  amount  to  more  than  $200,  to  the  Ari¬ 
zona  Sanctuary  Defense  Fund.  The  gift 
was  to  be  a  symbol  of  solidarity  with  the 
two  United  Methodists  on  trial  and  vari- 


Church  Stationery 


A  new  dimension  in  church  stationery  Raised 
punting  that  looks  like  engraving  Beautiful'  Write 
for  kit  showing  quality  type  laces  colors  and 

priCCS  »s*  about  out  calling  card  service 
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ous  other  United  Methodists  who,  said 
Phoenix  Area  Bishop  Elias  G.  Galvan, 
"are  implicated  and  may  be  called  to 
court  for  their  Christian  action.” 

In  other  business,  MARCHA  plans  a 
response  to  alleged  inaccuracies  con¬ 
tained  in  the  study  on  Hispanics  done  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  Mr. 
Palos  said.  MARCHA  members  will  alstf 
monitor  annual  conferences,  general 
boards  and  agencies  with  regard  to  their 
response  to  recommendations  made  by 
MARCHA  for  strengthening  Hispanic  lo¬ 
cal  churches. 

One  of  several  revisions  of  MARCHA 
bylaws  approved  would  open  caucus 
membership  to  non-Hispanics. 


John  Wesley  Theological  Institute 
12th  Annual  Meeting 
February  9, 10  and  11, 1986 
Aylesford  Center,  Darien,  IL  (near  Chicago) 
THEME:  WESLEY'S  SERMONS:  Their  context 
and  their  relevance 

LEADER:  Dr  ALBERT  C.  OUTLER,  Prof,  emeri¬ 
tus,  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Dallas 
RESPONDENT:  Dr  TED  RUNYON.  Prof.,  sys¬ 
tematic  theology.  Candler  School  of  Theology.  At¬ 
lanta 

COST:  Resident  Participant  $90  (student  $55) 
Commuter  $55  (student  $35) 

TO  REGISTER  or  for  further  information,  con¬ 
tact: 

Ted  E.  Rodd,  Registrar 
82  Woodside  Rd. 

Riverside,  IL  60546 

(312)  447-1760 _ 
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Regency  Gowns 

$21. 95  “p 

EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Coloi  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request 

Regency 
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P.O.  Box  10557T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207^ 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you  on  one  of 
his  1986  Tours — 


HOLY  LAND  (3  tours)  8  days— March  1-8;! 
June  7-14;  October  11-18,  1986 

HOLY  LAND  and  EGYPT,  including  NILE 
CRUISE  (3  tours)  15  days— March  1-15, 
1986;  June  7-21,  1986;  October  11-25, 
1986 

GREECE.  GREEK  ISLANDS  and  TURKEY 
TOUR  AND  CRUISE  (15  days)  April  18- 
May  2, 1986 

PEOPLE’S  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA  and 
HONG  KONG  (20  days)  July  20-August  8, 
1986 

TOUR  of  SOUTH  AMERICA  (16  days)  No¬ 
vember  21-December  6,  19S6 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
Transco  Tower  8 
P.O.  Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 
Or  call  (713)  439-4072 
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‘Babushkas’  typify  Soviet  church 


Second  in  a  series 


Backbone  of  church  survived  seige  of  Leningrad  in  World  War  II 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Mr.  Kauffman,  a  reg- 
ular  contributor  to  RNS,  was  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  National  Council  of 
Churches-sponsored  trip  to  the  Soviet 
Union  last  August.  Following  is  the  sec- 
ond  of  several  reports  based  on  that 
trip. 


By  IVAN  KAUFFMAN 
Religious  News  Service 
From  our  position  behind  the  altar 
rail,  we  could  see  the  faces  of  the  people 
who  had  come  to  the  6  o’clock  service  at 
the  Leningrad  Cathedral. 

There  were  300  or  more  in  the  congre¬ 
gation,  many  of  them  the  young  who 
make  up  what  is  being  hailed  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  revival  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

But  my  attention  kept  coming  back  to 
the  older  women,  those  who  are  referred 
to  as  the  “babushka.”  I  was  told  that 
they  always  stand  in  front  at  services 
and  that  they  are  considered  the  back¬ 
bone  of  the  church  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

.Earlier  in  the  day,  the  delegation 
sponsored  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  visited  the  memorial  park 
where  the  thousands  of  victims  of  the 
Siege  of  Leningrad  are  buried.  The 
church  of  1941  played  a  large  role  in 
holding  out,  through  three  arctic  winters, 
against  Nazi  offensives.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  starved  to  death;  n|ost  adult 
males  died  in  battle.  Many  survivors 
carry  physical  marks  of  that  hellish  epi¬ 
sode. 

Orphans  became  widows 

As  I  looked  out  over  the  cathedral  I 


suddenly  realized  that  these  women,  now 
in  their  50s,  60s  and  70s,  were  girls  and 
young  women  during  the  siege.  It  was 
their  parents  and  husbands  and  lovers 
and  children  who  died.  They  experienced 
starvation,  and  many  of  them  grew  up 
orphans  and  lived  as  widows. 

They  stood  throughout  the  two-hour 
service,  absorbed  in  the  rich  Orthodox  lit¬ 
urgy  and  music.  At  the  end,  the  metropol¬ 
itan  (equivalent  to  a  cardinal  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church)  introduced  the 
American  visitors  as  “brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  Christ.”  As  we  left,  the  older  wom¬ 
en  reached  out  their  hands  to  us,  saying  in 
Russian,  “Peace,  peace  and  friendship.” 
Many  had  tears  running  down  their  faces, 
and  some  of  them  embraced  us. 

I  couldn’t  help  thinking,  given  the  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  cemetery,  that  their  idea 
of  peace  was  something  stronger  than 
and  different  from  mine.  They  knew  war 
in  a  way  I  never  had. 

Restrictions  still  in  force 

If  the  “babushka”  demonstrated  a  cer¬ 
tain  vitality  and  steadiness  in  the 
churches  that  is  directly  linked  to  the 
past,  our  visit  with  a  dissident  Baptist 
showed  the  side  of  Soviet  restrictions 
that  severely  hampers  unsanctioned  reli¬ 
gions  and  attempts  at  new  forms  of  reli¬ 
gious  expression. 

The  dissident  Baptist’s  daughter,  a 
young  mother  in  her  20s,  picked  four  of 
us  up  in  front  of  the  hotel.  When  she  ar- 


‘Baby  Jayzos  was  her  name 9 


By  DEE  JOHNSON 

:  No  one  had  to  tell  me.  All  mothers  of 
preschoolers  innately  know  the  equa¬ 
tion:  five  minutes  of  quiet  is  suspicious, 
10  minutes  of  silence  downright  dan¬ 
gerous.  Thus  it  was  with  a  pounding 
heart  that  I  realized  I  had  not  seen  my 
3-year-old  daughter  Whitney  for  quite 
some  time. 

Even  worse,  I  had  not  heard  from 
her. 

Visions  of  her  most  recent  creative 
experiment  with  wadded  wet  toilet  pa¬ 
per  and  her  nose  propelled  me. 

“Where  are  you,  honey?”  I  called  ca¬ 
sually,  hoping  to  disguise  my  panic. 
“What  are  you  doing?” 

No  answer.  I  quickened  my  search  of 
the  bedrooms.  All  empty.  Then  in  my 
best  “this  is  your  mother  speaking” 
voice  I  demanded  that  my  child  show 
herself. 

“I’m  in  the  living  room,  Mommy” 
came  the  reply.  Terrific!  She  was  in  the 
living  room  with  a  decorated  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  and  presents— alone.  I  turned 
the  corner  expecting  to  find  my  child 
quite  literally  under  the  tree. 

Instead,  I  found  her  serenely  sitting 
with  a  terry  cloth  kitchen  towel  draped 
on  her  head.  In  her  arms  she  tenderly 
cradled  her  Cabbage  Patch  Preemie 
:doll. 


"What  are  you  playing?”  I  asked. 

“I’m  not  playing,”  she  said.  “I’m 
Mary.  I’m  going  to  Bethlehem.  It’s 
Baby  Jayzos.  She’s  gotta  get  born.” 

So  that’s  what  this  was!  Delighted  by 
her  sweetness,  I  gently  corrected  her. 
“Baby  Jesus  was  a  boy,  honey.  Baby 
Jesus— he.” 

“No  she’s  not!”  my  young  Mary  in¬ 
sisted.  "I  know.  I’m  her  mother.” 

How  could  I  argue  with  that? 

“Wanna  come  to  Bethlehem?”  she  in¬ 
vited.  “You  can  be  a  shepherd.” 

“You  bet  I  do,”  I  replied.  With  that, 
my  child  blanketed  her  baby,  easing 
her  into  the  cradle  she’d  positioned 
near  the  Christmas  tree. 

“Ssssh  . . .  she’s  asleep,”  she  cau¬ 
tioned  me  knowingly.  “Let’s  wait  for 
the  wise  men.” 

I  never  wanted  to  do  anything  more. 
We  must  have  made  a  comic  tableau, 
but  I  felt  wonderful.  I  wanted  to  hug 
her,  to  hug  everyone. 

Then  in  the  back  of  my  head  I  heard 
the  words  of  Isaiah  who  prophesied,  “A 
little  child  shall  lead  them.”  My  daugh¬ 
ter’s  orchestration  of  peace-of-joy-of- 
love  was  Christmas.  And  I’m  certain  I 
saw  the  star  atop  our  tree  glistening— 
more  splendid  than  ever. 

Dee  Johnson  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Bartlett,  III. 


Magazine  finds  diversity 
increasing  in  Catholicism 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— No  single  image  can 
capture  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to¬ 
day  because  it  is  “culturally  and  ethni¬ 
cally  more  diverse  than  ever  before,” 
says  "Newsweek”  magazine  in  a  cover 
story  titled,  “Church  in  Crisis.” 

Written  by  “Newsweek’s”  religion  edi¬ 
tor,  Kenneth  L.  Woodward,  for  the  Dec.  9 
edition,  the  article  notes  that  almost  half 
the  world’s  Roman  Catholics  are  in  the 
southern  hemisphere  and  “are  beginning 
to  assert  themselves  as  partners  in  a 
church  which  no  longer  thinks  Western 
thoughts  and  in  which  Jesus  no  longer 
wears  a  white  face.” 

The  church  in  the  United  States  “has 
the  most  loyal,  active  and  enthusiastic 
laity  in  the  industrialized  West,”  “News¬ 
week”  says,  while  noting  that  ‘‘the 
American  hierarchy  is  playing  a  promi¬ 
nent  role  in  the  emerging  world  church, 
much  to  Rome’s  chagrin.” 

;  The  article  reports  that  American 
Catholics  are  “stingy  in  the  support  of 
parishes”  while  they  "sustain  the  best 
Catholic  school  system  in  the  world.” 

Mr.  Woodward  says  that  U.S.  Catho¬ 
lics  "are  a  paradox  to  themselves  and  a 
Jjerplexity  to  the  Vatican.” 

"Newsweek"  quotes  Cardinal  Jean- 
Marie  Lustiger  of  Paris  as  saying  that 
“in  this  apparently  Catholic  country,  the 
church’s  role  is  one  of  mission— to  con¬ 
vert  (our  own  people).” 

The  magazine  says  that  is  generally 
true  of  Catholicism  in  Western  Europe, 
since  ‘‘few  West  Europeans  identify 
themselves  as  practicing  Catholics,  few¬ 


er  yet . . .  attend  Mass  every  Sunday,  and 
vocations  to  the  priesthood  are  a  rarity.” 

In  contrast,  “Newsweek”  says,  Cathol¬ 
icism  in  Eastern  Europe  "has  grown 
sturdy  through  diversity,  most  of  all  in 
Pope  John  Paul  II’s  own  country.” 

The  article  says  that  Poland  has  about 
half  of  all  the  Roman  Catholics  in  East¬ 
ern  Europe  and  that  in  that  country, 
“just  to  wear  a  cassock  is  to  make  a  po¬ 
litical  statement." 

While  the  Polish  church  has  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  criticizing  the  government,  the 
article  says,  in  Czechoslovakia  “the  gov¬ 
ernment  maintains  an  icy  grip"  on  the 
church. 

"It  is  in  the  Third  World  that  the 
church  has  its  most  dramatic  impact— 
and  its  most  severe  problem  of  continu¬ 
ity  with  Roman  Catholic  tradition,” 
“Newsweek”  says. 

In  Africa,  it  reports,  such  traditional 
practices  as  polygamy  and  veneration  of 
ancestors  clash  with  official  Catholic 
teachings. 

In  Latin  America,  lay-administered 
“base  communities”  have  been  criticized 
by  the  Vatican,  and  the  opposition  of  the 
Philippine  church  to  the  government  of 
President  Ferdinand  Marcos  has  also 
"worried  Rome,”  the  magazine  says. 

Mr.  Woodward  asserts  that  “if  Cathol¬ 
icism  is  to  remain  a  world  church,  it 
must  be  more  than  just  a  communion  of 
particular  national  churches.”  He  con¬ 
tinues,  "A  universal  church  must  have  a 
transcultural  identity  in  which  each  lo¬ 
cal  branch  finds  itself  and  to  which  each 
contributes.” 


Game  relies  on  tradition 

six  categories:  Yiddish,  proverbs  and 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— If  you’re  tired  of  Triv¬ 
ial  Pursuit  or  bored  by  Bible  Bowl,  you 
might  want  to  try  a  new  question-and- 
answer  game:  Tradition,  a  game  of 
Jewish  facts,  trivia  and  humor. 

Designed  by  three  homemakers  from 
Houston,  the  game  has  sold  more  than 
5,000  copies  since  it  first  hit  the  market 
in  June.  Judy  Jordan,  one  of  the  three 
creators,  says  it  is  found  in  many 
Christian  bookstores  as  well  as  trendy 
stores  like  New  York’s  Bloomingdale’s, 
where  Ms.  Jordan  and  her  two  col¬ 
leagues,  Janis  Odensky  and  Estelle 
Panzer,  demonstrated  it  Dec.  4. 

The  3,000  questions  are  divided  into 


more;  customs  and  holidays;  history, 
geography  and  politics;  Israel;  ancient 
and  biblical  history;  and  arts,  sciences, 
entertainment  and  sports.  They  range 
from  serious  (“Why  is  a  ram’s  horn 
used  for  the  Shofar?”)  to  the  silly  ("If  a 
person  is  an  ungrateful  jerk  or  doesn’t 
smell  too  good,  what  Yiddish  word  best 
describes  him?”). 

The  game’s  creators  researched  the 
questions  in  a  wide  variety  of  reference 
books  and  checked  each  answer  with 
Rabbi  Joseph  Radinsky  of  Houston’s 
United  Orthodox  Synagogues. 

Incidentally,  the  answers  to  the  two 
sample  questions  cited  above  are: 
“Abraham  substituted  a  ram  for  his 
son  Isaac,”  and  "Shtunk.” 


rived  in  the  family  station  wagon,  she 
was  in  tears.  She  had  been  stopped  by 
police  on  the  way  over. 

Though  not  fluent,  she  could  make  her¬ 
self  understood  in  English.  She  eventual¬ 
ly  explained  that  she  was  stopped  for  a 
safety  check  and  that  her  right  front  tire 
had  not  passed  the  officer’s  inspection. 
To  avoid  police,  she  returned  to  the  fam¬ 
ily  apartment  by  way  of  back  streets. 

It  was  a  new  apartment  building  like 
those  we  had  seen  all  over  Leningrad,  a 
city  that  was  almost  completely  rebuilt 
after  World  War  II. 

She  and  her  husband  and  two  children, 
ages  1  and  2,  lived  with  her  parents  in  an 
apartment  on  the  15th  floor. 

The  first  thing  we  noticed  was  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  Ronald  Reagan  on  the  wall.  We 
sat  around  the  dining  room  table  and 
talked  with  the  young  woman’s  father, 
mother  and  husband.  She  translated  for 
them. 

“Aren’t  we  getting  you  into  trouble  by 
coming  here?”  we  asked.  They  laughed. 
“Then  why  don’t  other  Russian  families 
invite  us  into  their  homes?”  we  asked. 
“Because  Russians  are  trained  to  be 
afraid  of  foreigners,”  the  young  woman 
answered. 

The  father  told  us  he  had  been  a  truck 


driver  but  is  now  a  mechanic.  He  had 
been  threatened  at  one  time  by  the  KGB 
for  showing  movies  smuggled  in  from 
evangelical  groups  in  the  United  States. 
He  pointed  to  a  hole  in  the  apartment 
wall  that  he  had  made  so  that  he  could 
show  the  movies  in  his  living  room. 


Churches  ‘lost  the  spirit’ 

When  we  asked  what  church  he  be¬ 
longed  to,  he  gave  us  the  name  of  a  Bap¬ 
tist  church  in  New  York  state.  He 
applied  for  emigration  to  the  United 
States  seven  years  ago.  All  the  churches 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  including  the  Baptist 
churches,  have  “lost  the  spirit,”  he  said. 

Despite  threats  from  the  secret  police, 
he  has  never  been  jailed  for  his  beliefs, 
although  he  is  convinced  that  his  reli¬ 
gious  activities  are  the  reason  he  was  al¬ 
ways  given  the  oldest  truck  to  drive. 

His  daughter  said  she  had  wanted  to 
go  to  university  and  be  an  Intourist  guide 
but  could  not  because  she  refused  to  join 
the  Young  Communist  League.  Instead 
she  worked  as  a  secretary  until  she  quit 
to  raise  her  children. 

Her  husband  said  he  had  wanted  to  go 
to  Bible  college  but  instead  was  given  a 
job  as  a  sign  painter  doing  propaganda 
banners. 


World  promotion  asked 
for  faiths9  liberty,  respect 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— A  group  of  scholars 
from  the  major  world  religions  has 
called  for  an  international  movement 
aimed  at  promoting  religious  liberty  and 
respect  for  different  faiths. 

Buddhist,  Christian,  Hindu,  Islamic 
and  Jewish  scholars  from  14  countries 
and  five  continents  joined  in  a  call  on  the 
United  Nations  to  declare  Nov.  25  "Reli¬ 
gious  Liberty  Day”  to  help  draw  atten¬ 
tion  to  attacks  on  religious  freedom 
around  the  world.  The  date  marks  a  1981 
U.N.  declaration  calling  for  an  end  to  all 
discrimination  based  on  religious  belief. 

“We  are  convinced  that  human  society 
must  move  beyond  mere  religious  tol¬ 
eration,  by  which  other  religious  beliefs 
and  practices  are  grudgingly  allowed,  to 
full  religious  liberty,"  the  diverse  group 
of  scholars  said  in  a  statement  issued  af¬ 
ter  a  six-day  gathering  in  Philadelphia. 
Under  full  religious  liberty,  the  state¬ 


ment  added,  “Both  the  free  choice  and 
practice  of  religion  or  belief  and  the  de¬ 
cision  to  change  or  leave  a  religion  or 
belief  are  held  to  be  fundamental  human 
rights,  and  members  of  all  religions  and 
beliefs  treat  each  other  with  full  respect 
as  equal  fellow  human  beings.” 

In  a  10-point  appeal,  the  scholars 
urged  private  organizations  to  consider 
establishing  an  international  center  to 
keep  track  of  violations  of  religious  lib¬ 
erty.  They  asked  private  institutions  to 
draft  guidelines  for  a  U.N.  convention  on 
the  elimination  of  religious  intolerance, 
and  urged  the  U.N.  itself  to  encourage 
wide  dissemination  of  the  Nov.  25,  1981, 
declaration  on  religious  liberty. 

“Religious  bodies  at  every  level— lo¬ 
cal,  national  and  international— should 
foster  the  spirit  of  tolerance,  respect  and 
dialogue  within  their  own  ranks  and  be¬ 
tween  their  members  and  those  of  other 
faith,”  the  appeal  said. 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Midnight  clear’  departs 
from  European  patterns 


It  came  upon  the  midnight  clear, 
That  glorious  song  of  old. 

From  angels  bending  near  the  earth, 
To  touch  their  harps  of  gold: 

“ Peace  on  the  earth,  good  will  to 
men,” 

From  heaven’s  all-gracious  King. 

The  world  in  solemn  stillness  lay. 

To  hear  the  angels  sing. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Here  is  the  first  of  the  carol-like 
hymns  from  American  poets.  Hymns 
stressing  the  social  message  of  Christ¬ 
mas— “peace  on  earth,  good  will  toward 
men”— are  distinctly  American.  Carols 
from  England  and  Europe  do  not  reflect 
this  concern. 

Edmund  H.  Sears,  minister  of  the  Uni¬ 
tarian  Church  at  Wayland,  Mass.,  wrote 
the  hymn  in  1849.  The  gathering  storm 
clouds  of  strife  would  erupt  a  dozen 
years  later  and  embroil  the  nation  in  the 
Civil  War. 

The  first  stanza  includes  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  heavenly  host  and  the  song 
they  sang.  There  is  no  reference  to  the 
shepherds  who  heard  the  song  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  Luke  2. 

The  second  stanza  suggests  that  the 


message  of  peace  comes  again  and  again 
at  Christmas  time.  Here  is  the  assurance 
that  though  this  seems  to  be  a  “weary 
world”  with  its  “sad  and  lowly  plains” 
and  "Babel  sounds,”  yet  the  angels  sing 
“with  peaceful  wings  unfurled.” 

Other  lines  speak  plainly  of  man’s  in¬ 
humanity  to  his  fellowman  through  the 
practice  of  slavery. 

Beneath  the  angel-strain  have  rolled 

Two  thousand  years  of  wrong. 

How  strange  it  is  that  this  well-known 
Christmas  carol  contains  no  mention  of 
Christ,  the  newborn  King,  or  any  other 
elements  of  the  scriptural  account  of 
Christ’s  birth  from  Matthew  and  Luke, 
except  the  song  of  the  heavenly  host, 
“Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men.” 

The  tune  we  sing  for  this  carol  was 
composed  in  1850  by  Richard  S.  Willis, 
noted  American  journalist  and  musician. 
He  was  a  student  and  close  friend  of  Fe¬ 
lix  Mendelssohn  in  Leipzig,  Germany. 
Later  Willis  was  a  vestryman  in  the 
Church  of  the  Transfiguration  (The  Little 
Church  Around  the  Corner)  in  New  York 
City. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Good  Christian  Men,  Rejoice ” 


Dear  Deborah 

Grandfather  wants  to  help 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  thank  you,  and  I  am  sure  a  loving 
God  thanks  you  for  your  answer  to  the 
mother  who  was  willing  to  "run  away” 
from  home  and  friends  because  her 
daughter  had  informed  her  (please— not 
“confessed”)  that  she  was  homosexual. 

I  wonder  if  that  mother  bothered  to 
seek  God’s  help  to  understand  why  He 
had  given  her  daughter  a  homosexual 
orientation.  I  am  afraid  this  mother  con¬ 
demned  herself  when  she  confessed  to 
having  thrown  away  information  that 
might  have  helped  her  come  to  a  Chris¬ 
tian  acceptance  of  her  daughter. 

I  am  a  father  and  grandfather  who 
fought  himself  and  God  to  avoid  His  call 
to  be  honest  about  his  homosexual  orien¬ 
tation.  God  finally  forced  me  to  be  hon¬ 
est  with  myself,  my  family,  my  church 
and  my  God. 

I  have  dedicated  my  remaining  years 
to  bringing  homosexuals  back  to  the 
churches,  synagogues,  temples,  and  oth¬ 
er  places  of  worship  where  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  their  early  religious  nurture, 
where  they  would  have  wanted  to  re¬ 
main,  but  from  which  they  have  been 
alienated  by  ignorance  and  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  accept  the  Creator’s  efforts  to  in¬ 
crease  human  love  and  compassion. 

Fred  M. 

Dear  Fred: 

Your  letter  arrived  some  time  ago 
when  there  was  so  much  mail  on 
this  subject  that  it  was  impossible 
to  print  it  all.  But  when  I  reread 


what  you  had  written.  I  felt  others 
ought  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
hear  what  you  have  to  say.  Thank 
you.  and  blessings  in  your  work. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Couple  wins  honor 

NASHVILLE-The  Rev.  Abel  Hen- 
dricks  and  his  wife,  Freda,  have  been 
named  recipients  of  the  1985  “Upper 
Room"  Citation. 

The  two  were  chosen  because  their 
lives  exemplify  devotional  living,  said 
Janice  Grana,  world  editor  of  “The  Up¬ 
per  Room,”  a  daily  devotional  guide. 

Mr.  Hendricks  is  past  president  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa  and 
has  been  jailed  three  times  for  his  public 
outcries  against  apartheid, 

The  two  have  assisted  other  people  in 
an  understanding  and  practice  of  prayer, 
have  written  devotional  resources,  de¬ 
veloped  programs  of  spiritual  renewal 
and  provided  research  in  the  area  of 
spiritual  formation,  Mrs.  Grana  said. 

Mr.  Hendricks  is  district  chairman 
(district  superintendent)  of  the  Cape  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  South 
Africa. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 
LENINGRAD — “Babushkas,”  traditionally  older  women  in  Russia  who 
wear  their  hair  in  scarves  or  babushkas,  are  considered  the  backbone  of  the 
church  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Many  lost  their  husbands  and  carry  physical 
marks  from  the  Siege  of  Leningrad  in  1941  when  Nazi  offensives  held  the 
city  through  an  arctic  winter  without  adequate  food  and  clothing. 

‘Pools,  banks 9  signify 
hymnal  revision  steps 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
IRVING,  Texas  — Surrounded  by  a 
score  of  hymn  books  arranged  in  a  semi¬ 
circle  that  resembled  a  multicolored  or¬ 
gan  console,  the  Texas  seminary 
professor  plucked  a  volume  much  as  he 
would  set  a  stop  on  an  actual  organ. 

Quickly,  the  university  music  school 
dean  from  Indiana  stepped  to  a  piano 
and  played  the  selection  with  vigor  and 
skill. 

"I’d  like  to  sing  that  one  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  way  through  the  9:30  ser¬ 
vice,”  another  of  the  group  mused. 

Other  heads  nodded  enthusiastically, 
and  one  more  tune  was  on  its  way  to  pos¬ 
sible  inclusion  in  a  new  hymnal  and  wor¬ 
ship  book  for  the  9.2-million-member 
United  Methodist  denomination. 

Next  door,  in  a  classroom  of  Plymouth 
Park  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  another  table  piled  equally 
high  with  collections  of  texts.  There,  an¬ 
other  half-dozen  United  Methodists  from 
across  the  nation  were  reviewing  texts 
to  pair  with  the  tunes. 

By  the  time  the  two-day  meeting  was 
completed,  still  more  material  was  on 
its  way  for  consideration  by  the  entire 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 

That  body  will  make  the  final  decision 
on  what  will  be  recommended  to  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

Some  texts  were  put  into  a  "pool”  of 
such  material  and  will  never  find  their 
way  into  the  pew  racks  at  Plymouth 
Park  or  any  other  United  Methodist 
church,  at  least  between  the  covers  of 
the  hymnal  now  being  produced. 

Some  tunes  likewise  will  never  be  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  “bank”  where  they 
were  deposited. 

In  the  words  of  the  Rev.  Carlton 
Young,  hymnal  editor,  however,  the 
committee  in  Irving  was  "dealing  with 
the  heart  of  United  Methodist  hym- 
nody— what  people  vibe  to.” 

“That’s  a  fine  text,"  a  committee 
member  observed.  “It  might  be  used 
more  if  set  to  a  less  saccharine  tune.” 

Another  tune,  it  was  suggested,  would 
bridge  between  “evangelicals”  and  those 
from  a  different  musical  background. 

“Don’t  anybody  say  it’s  one  of  the  old 
ones— it’s  just  my  age,”  said  a  commit¬ 
tee  member  from  California. 

A  number  of  those  hymns  reviewed  fit 
into  a  category  characterized  by  one 
committee  member  as:  “We  grew  up 
with  them  and  love  them  but  are  they 
being  sung  today?”  Others  were  rejected 
because  alternates  exist  in  Wesley  texts. 

Cited  frequently  was  the  churchwide 
poll  of  what  hymns  United  Methodists 
like  and  sing,  although  as  one  committee 
member  noted,  “if  the  pianist  can’t  play 
it,  they  don't  sing  it,  so  it  doesn't  make 
the  survey." 

Congregations  will  notice  one  definite 
change  if  a  recommendation  of  the  panel 
is  adopted. 

This  proposal  calls  for  dropping  the 
“Amen”  from  the  conclusion  of  the  hymn 
in  all  but  a  few  specific  instances,  such 
as  prayers. 

One  committee  member  observed  that 


both  “Wesley  and  Luther  omitted  them” 
as  well  as  a  number  of  contemporary 
hymn  books.  If  the  committee  members, 
even  in  their  local  church  meeting  place, 
needed  a  reminder  of  who  eventually 
would  be  the  primary  audience  for  their 
efforts  in  the  years  ahead,  they  had  only 
to  cock  an  ear  to  a  classroom  across  the 
hallway  from  where  they  were  meeting. 
There,  singing  enthusiastically,  if  in 
something  less  than  perfect  pitch  and 
harmony,  was  a  nursery  school  class. 

The  children  most  likely  will  have  tod¬ 
dlers  of  their  own  well  before  the  hym¬ 
nal  now  being  prepared  ultimately  is 
pushed  into  the  church’s  archives. 


REWARD! 

By  RICHARD  L.  EVANS 

LOST:  A  baby  known  as  Jesus.  Per¬ 
haps  in  the  department  store  in  the 
Christmas  rush.  Perhaps  in  the  tinsel 
of  holiday  decorations  or  in  Santa’s 
little  red  house  on  the  courthouse 
lawn.  The  baby  was  last  seen  before 
the  outbreak  of  feasting  and  merry¬ 
making  at  parties. 

Search  under  mountains  of  coats  in 
restaurants,  clubs  and  homes.  Consid¬ 
er  whether  he  was  misplaced  under 
heaps  of  crumpled  wrapping  paper 
and  ribbons,  forgotten  in  the  flurry  of 
practicing  the  pageant  or  stuffing  the 
stockings.  This  adorable,  glowing 
baby,  filled  with  life  and  peace  and 
truth,  has  been  misplaced  by  many 
celebrants. 

REWARD:  Above  all  monetary 
measure  to  the  finder.  This  child  is  a 
priceless  gift  from  a  loving  Father, 
and  without  Him  all  else  is  lost.  You 
can  never  really  enjoy  Christmas  un¬ 
til  you  can  look  up  into  the  Father’s 
face  and  tell  Him  you  received  His 
gift. 

Richard  L.  Evans  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Fort  Campbell.  Ky. 


Evangelism  leaders 
to  discuss  growth 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  ambitious  goal  set 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  double 
its  membership— to  20  million— will  be  a 
springboard  for  more  than  1,000  church 
evangelism  leaders  convening  in 
Nashville  Jan.  6;9, 1986. 

The  biennial  Congress  on  Evangelism 
will  allow  grass-roots  specialists  to  voice 
their  ideas  for  church  growth  to  the 
mounting  effort  to  reverse  a  21-year 
decline  in  United  Methodist  membership. 

Arkansas  Area  Bishop  Richard  Wilke, 
who  heads  a  churchwide  committee  on 
membership  commissioned  by  the  1984 
General  Conference,  will  give  a  keynote 
address  on  the  denomination’s  current 
status  and  on  strategies  for  raising 
membership  to  20  million. 

The  evangelists  will  take  it  from 
there,  discussing  ways  local,  regional 
and  national  outreach  ministries  can  and 
should  effect  church  growth. 


Ethicist  wants  transplant  ‘group’ 


From  Religious  News  Service 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif  — A  bioethicist 
from  the  Loma  Linda  University  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  believes  that  every  major 
hospital  should  have  a  committee  to  de¬ 
cide  when  a  patient  is  to  have  an  organ 
transplant  when  the  patient  is  “incompe¬ 
tent  to  decide"  for  himself. 

“I  think  there  should  be  a  committee 
of  people  who  represent  a  kind  of  cross- 
section  of  society,  a  hospital  ethics  com¬ 
mittee,  to  make  such  decisions  and  fill  in 
when  there’s  no  appropriate  proxy  or 
where  there’s  some  question  about  the 
proxy,”  said  the  Rev.  Jack  Provoncha  of 
Loma  Linda. 

“I  think  every  hospital  ought  to  have 
such  a  committee,  and  in  fact  many  hos¬ 
pitals  are  in  the  process  of  getting  such  a 
committee,”  he  said.  "Within  a  year  or 
two  I  expect  practically  every  hospital 
of  any  significance  will  have  one." 

Dr.  Provoncha  said  formation  of  such 
committees  will  become  more  and  more 
urgent  as  organ  transplants  become 
more  common. 

An  ordained  Seventh-day  Adventist 
minister,  Dr.  Provoncha  made  his  com¬ 


ments  recently  at  the  60th  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  Association  for  Clinical 
Pastoral  Education  during  which  he  took 
part  in  a  panel  discussion  of  ethical  and 
technical  issues  involved  in  the  contro¬ 
versial  1984  “Baby  Fae”  case. 

In  that  case,  a  baboon  heart  was 
transplanted  into  a  human  infant  with 
hydroplastic  heart  disease  at  Loma  Lin¬ 
da  Hospital. 

Dr.  Provoncha  said  the  patient  should 
decide  what,  if  any,  medical  treatment 
he  or  she  is  to  receive  unless  the  patient 
is  unable  to  do  so  and  the  decision  must 
be  deferred  to  a  proxy. 

|  Poem  of  the  week  j 

A  Vital  Church 

A  vital  church  can  be 
wrapped  in  programs, 
clad  with  committees, 
donned  with  traditions— 
all  blessing  in  the  world  . . . 
when  God’s  people  dwell  in  Christ, 
serve  in  garments  of  praise 
covered  by  God’s  loving  Spirit. 

-CHARLOTTE  ADELSPERGER 


Methodist  Hospital  has  a  Neonatal 
Intensive  Care  Unit  that  has  set  the  stan¬ 
dard  for  the  area. 


We  are  proud  of  our  professionals. 


PENDLETON  MEMORIA 


Quality  counis  —  in  our  people  and  our  services. 


Quality  Obstetric  and  Neonatal  Care 


METHODIST 

HOSPITAL 


5620  Read  Boulevard 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70127 


Methodist  Hospital  Progressive  Services 


Silicone  lens  implant  surgery  —  the  latest  procedure  in  opthamology. 


State-of-the-art  technology  and  surgical  procedures. 


A  respected  reputation  for  orthopedic  services. 


For  over  17  years,  Pendleton  Memori¬ 
al  Methodist  Hospital’s  primary  goal  has 
been  to  provide  the  highest  quality  of  pa¬ 
tient  care  to  residents  of  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  community.  In  1961,  a 
group  of  Gentilly  Methodist  Church 
members  organized  and  incorporated 
Methodist  Hospital  which  opened  its 
doors  in  September  of  1968  with  180 
beds.  Today,  Pendleton  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  is  a  full-service  318  bed, 
acute  care  facility.  The  hospital  is  locat¬ 
ed  in  eastern  New  Orleans  on  Read  Bou¬ 
levard  near  the  Lake  Forest  Plaza 


To  Meet  Community  Needs 


Shopping  Center.  As  health  care  needs 
continue  to  change  rapidly,  Methodist 
Hospital  is  especially  proud  of  its  repu¬ 
tation  and  the  professionals  who’ve 
helped  to  build  it. 

One  of  the  widely  recognized  profes¬ 
sionals  on  staff  is  the  only  physician  in 
Louisiana  licensed  to  perform  a  new  sili¬ 
cone  soft  lens  implant  on  cataract  pa¬ 
tients.  A  pioneer  in  new  eye  surgery 
techniques,  he  is  currently  taking  part  in 
the  second  phase  of  FDA  testing  of  this 
procedure.  Several  members  of  our 
opthamology  staff  were  also  among  the 
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first  to  perform  Radial  Keratotomy,  a 
current  procedure  for  the  correction  of 
nearsightedness. 

Orthopedic  surgeons  at  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  perform  state-of-the-art  arthrosco¬ 
pic  procedures  to  correct  knee  and  ankle 
problems  without  major  surgery.  With 
our  advanced  techniques  and  equipment, 
Methodist  Hospital  patients  can  have  the 
same  innovative  surgery  that  allowed 
Olympic  Gold  Medalist  Mary  Lou  Retton 
to  compete  in  the  1984  Summer  Games 
shortly  after  undergoing  arthroscopy. 

Last  year  Methodist  Hospital  added  a 
special  unit  for  newborns  requiring  in¬ 
tensive  care.  Doctors  and  nurses  who 
treat  these  newborns  everyday  worked 
with  hospital  designers  to  develop  the 
Neonatal  Intensive  Care  Unit  that  has 
become  the  standard  for  other  hospitals. 

Methodist  Hospital  is  also  a  leader  in 
the  field  of  Nutritional  Support.  Our  in¬ 
terdisciplinary  team,  headed  by  one  of 
our  staff  surgeons  and  internists,  leads  a 
program  unduplicated  in  this  area. 
Health  care  professionals  from  all  over 
the  country  attended  our  special  sympo¬ 
sium  on  Nutritional  Support  held  last 
month  in  New  Orleans. 

We’re  making  it  easier  than  ever  for 
expectant  parents  to  meet  the  financial 


demands  of  starting  a  family.  Method¬ 
ist’s  Special  Maternity  Package  includes 
obstetrician,  pediatrician,  anesthesiolo¬ 
gist,  home  health  nursing  and  education 
—  a  complete  package  at  a  competitive 
price. 

This  summer,  Methodist  opened  its 
second  Methodist  Care  Center.  This  sat¬ 
ellite  office  in  St.  Bernard  Parish  brings 
high  quality  professional  services  closer 
to  the  people  of  Chalmette.  The  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  Center  and  the  Methodist  Care  Cen¬ 
ter  on  the  main  hospital  campus  offer 
Methodist  patients  the  convenience  of 
extended  hours  and  lower  costs  for  pri¬ 
mary  care  and  minor  emergencies  with 
the  same  high  quality  care  they’d  expect 
from  the  hospital. 

In  February  1986,  the  Methodist  Psy¬ 
chiatric  Pavilion  will  open  its  doors.  Lo¬ 
cated  on  the  hospital  campus,  the  36-bed 
Pavilion  is  a  complete  mental  health  fa¬ 
cility.  The  Pavilion  will  offer  communi¬ 
ty  education  programs  on  a  full  range  of 
topics  from  developing  good  communi¬ 
cations  to  overcoming  chemical  depen¬ 
dency.  Inpatient  and  outpatient 
counseling  and  treatment  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  the  first  time  in  eastern  New 
Orleans. 


In  the  future,  the  hospital  campus  will 
expand  to  house  a  freestanding  Ambula¬ 
tory  Surgery  Center  and  a  Cancer  Treat¬ 
ment  Center. 

In  an  effort  to  help  control  the  cost  of 
health  care,  this  year  Methodist  Hospital 
helped  to  organize  the  Delta  Health  Net¬ 
work,  a  Preferred  Provider  Organiza¬ 
tion  (PPO)  that  enables  us  to  provide 


area  employers  and  their  employees 
with  a  more  efficient  health  delivery 
system. 

At  Methodist  Hospital,  we  believe  that 
the  community  we  serve  deserves  only 
the  finest  possible  health  care.  That's 
why  —  in  our  services  and  our  profes¬ 
sionals  —  we  care  for  you  .  .  .  with 
quality. 


Groundbreaking  for  the  Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion  scheduled  to  open  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1986. 


Taking  the  lead  in  Nutritional  Support. 
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I  miss  the  pastorate  most  at  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  mystical,  mysterious,  gran¬ 
deur  of  the  holiest  season  of  the  year 
gave  me,  as  a  pastor,  multiple  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  minister  to  a  wide  variety 
of  people  needs  within  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  extending  to  the  total  com¬ 
munity. 

The  color,  the  carols,  the  children, 
the  decorations,  the  special  Christ¬ 
mas  programs,  the  music,  the  unique 
pageantry  of  the  Advent  worship  ser¬ 
vices,  combine  to  make  it  the  most 

exciting  time  of  the  year.  - 

Equally  important  is  the  chance  to 
minister  to  the  many  tragedies  that 


always  cluster  around  the  holiday 
season  —  the  needy,  the  hungry,  the 
homeless  little  children  sans  Santa 
Claus  and  within  your  own  congrega¬ 
tion  —  the  ill,  the  bereaved,  the  lone¬ 
ly,  the  defeated,  and  the  lost. 

This  will  be  my  second  Christmas 
to  be  a  “non-pastor.”  I  want  to  thank 
all  of  the  pastors  who  have  minis¬ 
tered  to  me  and  to  wish  for  all  laity 
and  pastors,  the  joy  and  peace  of  the 
Christ  Child. 


The  Bishop’s 
Corner 

‘Christmas  as 
A  Non  Pastor’ 


P ersons  Churches  and  Events 


A  children’s  Christmas  Celebration 
was  held  recently  at  Rayne  Memorial 
UMC,  New  Orleans.  An  evening  of 
Christmas  decorating,  snacks,  and  carol¬ 
ing  was  enjoyed  by  all  participants.  Dr. 
Clyde  Frazier  is  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Dillard  University’s  Annual  Christmas 
Concert  was  held  Sunday,  December 
15th  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Lawless  Memorial 
Chapel  on  the  University  Campus.  The 
103-Voice  Dillard  University  Choir,  di¬ 
rected  by  S.  Carver  Davenport,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  Dr.  Herman  D.  Taylor, 
University  Organist,  performed  George 
Frederick  Handel’s  “Messiah.”  Singing 
of  Traditional  Christmas  carols  and 
songs  highlighted  the  evening’s  program. 

A  special  worship  service  was  held  at 
First  UMC,  Hammond,  on  November 
24th  to  recognize  Dr.  Dewitt  Ginn’s  25 
years  of  distinguished  service  to  the 
church.  Members  of  churches  he  had 
served  in  Louisiana  in  previous  years 
were  in  attendance.  Dr.  Ginn’s  sermon 
for  the  worship  service  was  entitled,  "A 
Salute  to  the  Saints,”  and  commemorat¬ 
ed  the  lives  of  laymen  whom  he  had 
known  over  the  years,  for  their  dedica¬ 
tion  to  the  church. 

*  *  * 

The  Susanna  Wesley  Circle  of  Univer¬ 
sity  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  collected  used 
clothing  which  was  distributed  to  fam¬ 
ilies  in  need  on  December  14th. 

During  December,  Bishop  Walter  L. 
Underwood  led  Pastor  Parish  Relations 
Committee  meetings  in  9  districts  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Good  attendance 
was  reported  at  all  meetings. 

*  •  * 

The  Springhill  UMC  held  a  special  4 
—  “Salad,  Soup,  Sandwiches  or 
Sweets,”  supper  on  December  1.  The  ac¬ 
tivity  was  under  the  direction  of  the 
Family  Life  Committee.  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Humphreys  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  Napoleon  Avenue  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  held  a  "Candy  for  Carville  Sun¬ 
day,”  sponsored  by  the  Church  Women 
United.  The  candy  was  distributed  to 


shut-ins  and  the  needy!  Rev.  Melvin  J. 
Turnage  is  pastor. 

•  *  • 

The  Jeffersoo  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  col¬ 
lected  fish  banks  for  the  hungry  people 
on  December  1.  The  project  has  been  a 
success!  The  pastor  is  Dr.  Alan  Dee  Ein- 
.  -sel. 

•  •  • 

The  Elementary  department  of  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur,  is  doing 
something  different  for  Advent.  The  ma¬ 
terial  has  been  set  up  into  learning  cen¬ 
ters.  Each  center  has  a  different 
learning  activity  with  complete  instruc¬ 
tions  and  materials.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Pot¬ 
ter  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Jackson  and  Ethel  United  Method¬ 
ist  Churches  are  sponsoring  a  live  Nativ¬ 
ity  scene  on  the  4th  Sunday  of  Advent, 
December  22.  The  live  nativity  will  be 
the  highlight  of  Advent  Season.  Rev.  Joe 
A.  Hoover  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria,  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  Christmas  Eve  Candlelight  Ser¬ 
vice  on  December  24-25.  Rev.  James  W. 
Jones  is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  Timothy  On  The  Northshore  UMC, 
Mandeville,  recently  held  their  annual 
‘Hanging  of  the  Greens”  service  on  De¬ 
cember  8th.  The  church  sanctuary  was 
transformed  by  the  Christmas  story,  mu¬ 
sic  and  decorations  to  reflect  the  joy  in 
the  Christmas  season. 
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“Our  destination  is  never  a  place," 
says  Henry  Miller, 

"but  rather  a  new  way  of  looking  at 
things."  ("Blue  Highways") 
"Change  your  whole  outlook ...” 

(Matthew  18:3,  Phillips) 
“Christianity  .  .  .  must  be  a  journey 
marked  by  the  courage  to  enter 
the  unknown."  (Bishop  John 
Spong,  "Into  the  Whirlwind") 

"I  will  be  happy,”  I  said,  "When  I  . . . 
finish  school 
get  married 
have  children 
move  to  a  new  job 
visit  Nova  Scotia 
see  my  children  grown 
save  some  money 
own  a  house 
ad  infinitum  . . .” 

I  have  reached  some  of  these  goals. 
After  each  accomplishment 
I  was  as  happy,  or  as  miserable, 

As  I  had  been  before. 

I  began  to  become  whole  when  I  said, 
“Here  is  where  I  am 


and  God  is  in  this  place.”  P 

That  process  of  moving  toward  * 

wholeness  t 

is  much  more  fun  f 

than  chasing  the  illusion  of  £ 

happiness.  o 

The  world  looks  more  beautiful  now.  » 

and  so  do  my  . . .  j 

wife  P 

children  J 

job  | 

home  I 

etc.  J 

My  eyesight  has  improved  with  age.  £ 

Although  my  optometrist  can't  I 

explain,  } 

I  see  more  good  and  beautiful  ( 

things.  J 

Jesus  offers  the  best  clue:  v 

Change  your  whole  outlook,  \ 

Become  like  little  children.  ( 

Again  we  celebrate  his  reason  for  ( 

coming.  P 

Not  to  give  us  all  our  wishes,  v 

But  to  give  us  joy  for  the  journey.  I 

-JIM  MAGAW  \ 


Telling  of  God’s  love  makes  day  good 


“ Editorial *» 

Christmas  spirit?  Just  look  around 


For  skeptics,  Christmas  is  more  a 
time  of  lament  than  of  joy.  They  typical¬ 
ly  grouse  about  the  “true  spirit"  of 
Christmas  getting  lost  in  the  midst  of 
non-Christian  commercialism. 

No  doubt  many  more  people  than  we'd 
like  to  admit  think  of  Christmas  primari¬ 
ly  in  secular,  materialistic  terms.  It’s  a 
time  to  buy,  to  get  and  to  party  and  not 
much  more. 

Before  we  concede  too  much,  howev¬ 
er,  we  need  to  look  around  and  see  if 
there  aren’t  more  evidences  than  we 
might  imagine  of  Christmas’  "true  spir¬ 
it"  being  found  and  experienced. 

Take,  for  example,  the  actions  of 
church  members  in  Albion,  Pa.  (see  re¬ 
lated  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 
Tornadoes  flattened  half  the  town  in 
May.  The  local  economy  was  already 
hurting  from  the  area’s  major  employer 
closing  two  years  ago. 

Yet  at  a  community  Thanksgiving  ser¬ 
vice,  members  of  Albion's  churches  col¬ 
lected  money  for  victims  of  the  Mexico 
City  earthquake.  The  reason  was  simple, 
explained  the  Rev.  James  Schmittle,  pas¬ 
tor  of  one  United  Methodist  congregation. 
The  people  of  Albion  wanted  to  show  they 
weren’t  just  takers.  They  wanted  to  help 
others  as  they  had  been  helped  during 
their  moment  of  tragic  need. 

That  outlook  and  motivation  is  not 
unique  to  Albion.  Throughout  1985  United 


Methodists  have  responded  again  and 
again  to  the  needs  of  people  affected  by 
natural  disasters  around  the  world.  Re¬ 
cord  amounts  have  been  given  so  that 
church  agencies  might  provide  food,  cloth¬ 
ing,  shelter,  tools  and  other  forms  of  de¬ 
velopmental  assistance  to  people  in  need. 

If  we  contributed  to  those  suffering 
from  hunger  and  famine  in  Africa,  flood¬ 
ing  in  West  Virginia,  the  earthquake  in 
Mexico  or  the  volcanic  eruption  in  Co¬ 
lombia,  chances  are  we  would  identify 
our  gift  more  with  Christian  compassion 
than  with  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

But  the  tie  is  undeniable.  God  estab¬ 
lished  the  meaning  of  “Christmas  spirit” 
by  giving  humanity  the  greatest  of 
gifts— Himself.  Our  acceptance  of  and 
gratitude  for  that  gift  motivates  us  in 
turn  to  give  our  lives  and  ourselves  to 
doing  God’s  work. 

That  sense  of  joy  and  giving— of  the 
very  best  we  have— is  the  “true  spirit”  of 
Christmas.  Without  that  spirit  being  so 
identified,  we  have  shown  it  lives  in  us 
throughout  the  year— not  only  in  response 
to  great  human  tragedies  but  at  any  time 
we  share  the  gift  of  love  with  others. 

The  skeptics  might  be  surprised  if  they 
looked  as  hard  for  such  evidences  of 
Christmas  spirit  as  for  its  absence.  They 
might  even  find  themselves  drawn  into 
the  joy  of  giving  and  sharing  the  spirit 
with  others. 

Post-Africa  Journal 


HARARE,  Zimbabwe— “It’s  going  to 
be  a  good  day,  Brother  John!" 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews  was  in  high  spirits.  He  was 
speaking  to  the  Rev.  John  Munjoma,  the 
administrative  assistant  he  inherited  as 
the  newly  appointed  interim  bishop  of 
United  Methodism’s  Zimbabwe  confer¬ 
ence. 

Bishop  Mathews,  John  and  I  were  re- 
boarding  the  conference’s  new  Volks¬ 
wagen  van.  We  had  just  made  a  pit  stop 
in  Rusape,  some  125  miles  southeast  of 
Zimbabwe’s  capital,  Harare. 

It  was  7  a.m.  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
Advent,  and  we  were  still  150  miles  from 
our  destination  of  Chigonda.  The  bishop, 
who  had  arrived  in  the  country  just  a 
week  earlier,  was  scheduled  to  dedicate 
a  new  UM  church  sanctuary  there. 

“You  know  how  I  know  it’s  going  to  be 
a  good  day?”  the  72-year-old  bishop  (a 
“young”  72,  he  quickly  points  out)  asked 
as  he  pulled  his  6-foot  frame  into  the 
front  seat  of  the  van. 

“No,  I  don’t,  bishop,”  John  replied. 

“Well,  it’s  partly  because  it’s  a  day  the 
Lord  has  made,  of  course,”  the  bishop 
said  as  he  settled  into  the  van.  "But  I 
also  brought  my  raincoat  along.  That 
guarantees  it  won’t  rain.” 

John,  who  was  driving,  chuckled  ap¬ 
preciatively  as  we  set  off  on  the  next  leg 
of  our  4  Vs -hour  trip.  So  far  the  roads 
were  excellent— wide,  two-lane  high¬ 
ways  that  stretched  ribbonlike  across 
Zimbabwe’s  flat  central  plateau. 

Roads  provide  reminder 

“The  roads  are  the  one  thing  we’re 
grateful  for  from  the  Smith  regime,” 
John  said. 

The  “Smith  regime”  referred  to  the 
white-minority  government  of  Ian  Smith 
that  controlled  Zimbabwe  until  1979.  The 
country  then  was  called  Rhodesia  after 
the  British  explorer  Cecil  Rhodes.  He  es¬ 
tablished  the  region’s  first  white  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  late  19th  century. 

A  biracial  government  headed  by  UM 
Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  was  set  up  in 
1979,  ending  a  bitter  seven-year  civil 
war  against  the  Smith  regime.  The  coun¬ 
try  was  renamed  Zimbabwe. 

In  1980,  Bishop  Muzorewa  was  defeated 
in  national  elections  by  Marxist  Robert 
Mugabe,  present  head  of  government. 

Now,  with  Bishop  Muzorewa  on  a  sab¬ 
batical  leave  in  the  United  States— fol¬ 
lowing  a  one-year  “detention”  by  the 
Mugabe  government— the  Council  of 
Bishops  asked  retired  Bishop  Mathews  to 
oversee  the  conference  until  July. 

The  yellow  van  moved  swiftly  across 
the  plateau.  On  the  horizon  the  “eastern 


Return  to  hyped  life  a  struggle 


“Well,  are  you  glad  to  be  back?" 

Members  of  the  Dunnam  family  have 
faced  variations  of  this  question  regular¬ 
ly  since  returning  during  August  from 
our  six-month  sabbatical  leave  in  Kenya. 

Those  asking  usually  assume  a  simple, 
affirmative  answer.  How  could  anyone 
possibly  prefer  to  live  in  a  poor,  develop¬ 
ing  African  nation  than  in  “the  land  of 
opportunity”? 

After  a  momentary  pause,  I  usually 
try  to  respond  with  Kenyan-style  indi¬ 
rectness:  “We  did  a  much  better  job  of 
preparing  for  our  time  in  Africa  than  we 
did  for  our  return  home." 

After  months  of  limited  food  choices, 
it  was  wonderful  again  to  have  plain 
American  mustard,  Kraft  Bar-B-Q 
sauce,  Mexican  food  and  Dr  Pepper 
readily  available.  We  had  no  difficulty 
readjusting  to  conveniences  we’d 
learned  to  do  without  like  electric  mix¬ 
ers,  waffle  irons,  microwave  ovens,  free¬ 
ways  and  dependable  vehicles. 

But  we  also  had  grown  accustomed  to 
a  much  simpler,  slower  paced  way  of 
living.  It  encouraged  reflection  and  drew 
our  family  closer  together.  We  were 
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poorly  prepared  for  a  return  to  the  fran¬ 
tic  pace  that  characterizes  American  so¬ 
ciety-pulling  family  members  in 
different  directions  and  leaving  little 
time  for  thought.  That  became  especial¬ 
ly  apparent  as  we  entered  the  pre- 
Christmas  season. 

Three  months  after  our  return,  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  struggle- 
not  only  to  readjust 
but  with  how  fully  I 
want  to  readjust  to 
“the  American  way.” 

Is  it  possible  to  be  an 
American  living  in 
the  United  States 
without  succumbing 
to  all  of  our  most  de-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
structive  cultural  patterns  and  without 
feeling  like  a  misfit? 

“Yes,  it’s  good  to  be  home.  But  at 
what  price? 

Until  returning  from  a  land  where  hu¬ 
man  need  is  everywhere  an  accepted  and 
usually  understated  fact  of  life,  it  had 
not  dawned  on  me  just  how  completely 
the  lives  of  most  Americans  are  guided 
•by  hype. 

Hype,  I  realized,  is  not  a  focusing  of 
public  attention  on  important  needs. 
Hype  is  causing  people  to  attach  great 
importance  to  things  that  are  relatively 
unimportant. 

When  you’ve  come  to  know  and  love 
industrious  people  who  work  six  days  a 
week  for  $40  per  month  . . .  who  own  only 
two  patched  pairs  of  pants  and  one  pair 
of  shoes  with  holes  in  the  soles  . . .  and 
you  realize  there  are  millions  more  like 
them  and  still  millions  more  even  worse 
off  . . .  it’s  hard  to  buy  the  idea  that  the 
world  revolves  around  who  wins  Sun¬ 
day’s  football  game. 

Who  but  rich  and  bored  citizens  of  de¬ 
veloped  countries  could  be  hyped  into 
spending  millions  of  dollars  buying  and 
millions  of  hours  playing  trivia  games 
while  millions  of  people  are  dying  in  oth¬ 
er  parts  of  the  world  from  lack  of  food 
and/or  routine  medical  care? 

Life  without  television  at  times 
seemed  like  a  deprivation,  but  with  it 
came  a  priceless  gift  of  hours  to  do  other 

Letter  to  the  Editor 


Santa  in  catalogue  questioned 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Cokesbury  catalogue,  "Gifts  for 
Christmas  and  Other  Occasions"  for 
1985-86  has  just  arrived,  and  imagine  my 
surprise  to  find  two  pictures  of  the 
“kneeling  Santa  "on  Page  3. 

Yes,  here  are  two  figurines  for  our 
people  with  Santa  kneeling  in  front  of 
Jesus  in  the  crib.  His  cap  is  off,  but  his 
suit,  belt  and  boots  are  all  on,  and  his 
hair  and  beard  are  white. 

The  sales  line  says:  “Heralded  nation¬ 
wide  for  its  thoughtful  reflection  on  the 
true  meaning  of  Christmas." 

I  looked  further  in  the  catalogue  for 
Santa  and  his  gifts  at  Christmas  time, 
but  there  were  none. 

Upon  “thoughtful  reflection  on  the 


highlands"  appeared— a  rugged  moun¬ 
tainous  region  that  borders  Zimbabwe’s 
neighbor,  Mozambique. 

Almost  simultaneously  the  three  of  us 
noticed  the  pattern  of  a  huge  cross  cut 
into  a  field  on  a  dis¬ 
tant  hillside.  “That’s 
a  good  sign,”  Bishop 
Mathews  said.  Sud¬ 
denly,  he  placed  his 
hand  on  John’s  shoul¬ 
der  with  such  force 
that  the  van  swerved 
briefly  off  course. 

“You  keep  your  Stephen  Swecker 
eyes  on  the  road,  John,  while  Brother 
Steve  and  I  pray,”  the  bishop  said. 

As  we  continued  at  65  miles  per  hour, 
Bishop  Mathews  bowed  his  head  and 
thanked  God  for  reminders  that  we,  his 
children,  live  under  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

He  gave  thanks  for  the  Gospel  and  for 
the  church,  especially  the  church  in  Chi¬ 
gonda  where  we  were  headed.  He 
thanked  God  for  our  families  from  whom 
we  were  temporarily  separated. 

God  praised  for  influence 

“Finally,  oh  Lord,  thank  you  for  the 
people  who  will  hear  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ  preached  around  the  world 
this  day,"  he  said.  "We  praise  you  for  all 
those  whose  lives  will  be  changed  as  a 
result  of  hearing  your  word." 

Forty-five  minutes  later  we  were  in 
the  mountains  that  form  a  cup  around 
Zimbabwe’s  easternmost  city,  Mutare. 
During  that  time,  Bishop  Mathews  remi¬ 
nisced  about  his  father-in-law,  the  great 
Methodist  evangelist  E.  Stanley  Jones 
("at  the  height  of  his  powers,  the  great¬ 
est  preacher  of  the  Gospel  I  ever 
heard”). 

We  crossed  Christmas  Pass,  so  named 
because  Cecil  Rhodes’  company  spent  its 
first  Christmas  in  Africa  there.  We  then 
descended  into  Mutare.  After  a  brief 
stop  to  pick  up  our  guide,  a  young  wom¬ 
an  named  Ivy  Mutuago,  we  left  the  main 
highway  and  headed  into  the  country¬ 
side. 

The  roads  were  no  longer  excellent. 
For  an  hour  and  a  half  we  turned  this 
wav  and  that  at  Ivy’s  direction  on  roads 


that  in  some  places  seemed  non-existent. 
An  occasional  concrete  abutment  across 
a  stream  was  the  only  sign  that  we  were 
still  in  the  20th  century. 

Just  when  I  was  beginning  to  lose  con¬ 
fidence  in  Ivy’s  sense  of  direction,  we 
reached  Chigonda  (which,  ironically 
means  “confidence”  in  the  Shona  lan¬ 
guage,  John  later  told  me). 

Visitors  greeted 

It  was  only  a  few  minutes  after  the 
starting  time  of  10  o’clock.  The  worship 
service  was  underway  in  a  grove  of  trees 
outside  the  spanking  new  church  build¬ 
ing.  As  we  pulled  up,  the  pastor,  district 
superintendent  and  district  lay  leader 
walked  out  to  meet  us. 

In  just  a  few  moments,  Bishop  Math¬ 
ews  was  outfitted  in  his  flax-colored  cas¬ 
sock  and  multicolored  stole.  The  district 
superintendent  introduced  us  to  the  400 
people  sitting  in  the  shady  grove.  They 
included  local  dignitaries— most  notably 
the  local  tribal  chief  whose  ancestors 
settled  and  once  controlled  the  area  we 
were  now  in. 

The  people  in  turn  greeted  us  by  clap¬ 
ping  their  hands  above  their  heads  and 
the  women  (only)  making  a  high-pitched 
warbling  sound. 

After  a  lively  African  hymn  sung  by 
the  congregation  to  the  beat  of  drums 
(with  "UMYF"  emblazoned  on  the  side), 
Bishop  Mathews  arose.  He  greeted  ev¬ 
eryone  in  the  Shona  language,  much  to 
the  crowd’s  delight.  From  there  on,  how¬ 
ever,  he  relied  on  the  pastor  to  interpret 
from  English  into  Shona  for  him. 

The  bishop  began  to  preach  his  first 
sermon  to  his  new  flock  in  Zimbabwe.  In 
simple  words  he  told  them  God’s  grace  is 
always  available. 

He  then  said  that  the  church  is  many 
things— a  building,  an  organization— but 
most  of  all  it  is  people.  He  sang  them  a 
song  (“I  am  the  church,  you  are  the 
church,  we  are  the  church  together  . . .”). 

“Christians  are  a  family— a  family 
that  reaches  out  to  all  the  people  of  the 
world,”  Bishop  Mathews  said. 

Then  with  unexpected  suddenness,  the 
bishop  turned  around  and  extended  his 
arms  toward  the  old  chief  seated  behind 
him.  The  bewildered  chief  stood  up. 

Here  I  Stand 


“And  you,  my  friend,"  Bishop  Math- 
ews  said,  “all  my  life  I  have  wanted  to 
meet  you.  And  now  I  come  all  the  way 
here  and  find  you.”  With  that,  the  bishop 
embraced  the  startled  but  obviously 
pleased  old  man. 

Gospel  joins  past,  future 

It  was  clear,  too,  from  the  glow  on  the 
faces  in  the  congregation  that  something 
deeply  satisfying  had  just  been  acted  out 
in  their  midst. 

The  bishop’s  gesture  dramatized  the 
possibility  of  accepting  the  Christian 
Gospel  and  still  being  reconciled  to  their 
past  as  represented  by  the  old  chief. 

Later,  inside  the  church  building,  the 
chief  told  the  congregation  and  the  bish¬ 
op  how  glad  he  was  that  Christianity  had 
come  to  the  region  and  how  happy  he 
was  that  it  was  spreading  through  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  United  Methodists. 

He  then  reached  into  his  pocket  and 
pulled  out  $20  in  Zimbabwean  money 
(about  $14  U.S.)  and  placed  it  in  the  of¬ 
fering  plate— to  even  more  vigorous 
overhead  clapping  and  female  warbling 
than  the  bishop  and  I  earlier  received. 

It  has  never  been  more  powerfully 
shown  to  me  that  such  moments  are 
what  our  prayers,  our  gifts  and  our  la¬ 
bors  of  love  in  the  name  of  Christ  are  in¬ 
tended  to  produce. 

When  we  help  make  possible  the  plant¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospel  at  the  ends  of  the 
earth— or  at  the  end  of  a  very  long  un- 
paved  road  in  Zimbabwe— people  and 
even  whole  traditions  are  transformed 
into  vessels  of  hope  and  new  life  for  all 
to  see. 

United  Methodists  in  the  United  States 
helped  build  the  church  in  Chigonda,  ei¬ 
ther  indirectly  through  their  World  Ser¬ 
vice  giving  or  directly  through  Advance 
Special  gifts. 

U.S.  United  Methodists  also  helped  to 
send  a  seasoned  bishop  there  this  Ad¬ 
vent.  He  carried  the  love  of  God  and 
God’s  people  to  a  remote  village. 

Bishop  Mathews  was  half  right  about 
the  day.  Contrary  to  his  prediction,  it  lat¬ 
er  rained.  Nevertheless,  it  was  a  very 
good  day  indeed— for  the  church  and  for 
the  Gospel. 


Parents  should  counter  focus  on  Santa 
by  turning  children’s  attention  to  Christ 


things  — alone  and  with  others..  Not 
missed  at  all  were  the  minutes  mounting 
into  hours  of  listening  to  someone  hype 
products  that  we  do  not  need. 

Now  as  I  turn  on  the  television,  or 
walk  into  a  giant  department  store  lined 
with  every  conceivable  type  of  goods,  a 
part  of  me  is  grateful  for  the  wealth  of 
choices  while  another  part  recoils  and  si¬ 
lently  cries  out:  “Is  this  how  God  intends 
for  human  life  to  be  lived?” 

“Yes,  I’m  glad  to  be  back,  but  I’m  find¬ 
ing  it  hard  to  fend  off  all  the  noisy  hype 
so  that  l  can  think  and  pray  about  what 
is,  and  is  not,  really  important.” 

These  are  not  new  struggles— for  me 
or  for  many  others.  For  years  I’ve 
sought  to  avoid  being  bound  to  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  frantic  activity,  crass  consumer¬ 
ism  and  commercialism  that  is  typical 
of  life  here,  especially  during  our  Christ¬ 
mas  season.  My  months  in  Kenya 
showed  me  that  a  less  frenzied,  competi¬ 
tive,  possession-oriented  way  of  life  is 
not  only  desirable  but  actually  possible. 

But  now  I  am  back.  I  am  a  Christian.  I 
am  an  American.  I  am  incredibly  rich  in 
comparison  with  most  of  the  world’s 
peoples.  I  can  no  longer  live  as  though  I 
wasn’t  aware  of  that.  This  is  my  home, 
but  I  feel  more  like  an  alien  in  many  cir¬ 
cumstances  here  than  I  did  as  a  legal 
alien  there. 

I  know  the  answer  to  my  struggle  is 
not  to  be  found  in  trying  to  escape  to  an¬ 
other  time,  another  place  or  another  cul¬ 
ture.  It  does  not  lie  in  disavowing  my 
lifelong  love  for  games  and  other  forms 
of  leisure  activity  or  from  repudiating 
the  legitimacy  of  promoting  one’s  ideas 
or  one’s  wares. 

Neither  does  it  lie  in  imagining  that  I 
am  the  only  one  struggling  with  such  is¬ 
sues  nor  that  anyone  else  should  relieve 
my  struggle. 

Such  struggles  can  themselves  be  re¬ 
demptive  gifts.  My  head  knows  that  the 
answer  somehow  is  to  be  found  in  the 
simplicity  of  an  infant  and  family  sur¬ 
rounded  by  love  in  a  stable.  But  it’s  hard 
to  find  the  way  to  Bethlehem  amid  our 
maze  of  Christmas  hype. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


true  meaning  of  Christmas,”  I  raise 
these  questions: 

1.  Since  when  was  Santa  a  visitor  to 
behold  the  baby  Jesus? 

2.  How  come  that  Jesus  looks  so  happy 
to  see  Santa? 

3.  Is  Santa  so  overjoyed  with  the 
Christmas  boom  business  given  by  Jesus 
that  he  now  kneels  to  say,  "Thank  you, 
Jesus?" 

4.  Where  is  Mary?  Where  is  Joseph? 
Did  they  get  shoved  out  when  Santa 
came? 

5.  Will  children  or  adults  see  any  real 
difference  in  these  two  people  in  the  fig¬ 
urine? 

Charles  S.  Aldrich 
Ashville,  New  York 


By  COLLEEN  KRISTULA 
The  first  year  our  daughter  Julie  really 
took  Santa  Claus  to  heart,  I  was  forced  to 
take  a  stand  on  this  jolly  old  soul. 

My  husband  and  I  had  never  lied  to  ei¬ 
ther  of  our  children.  In  past  years  we  “de- 
emphasized  Santa”  (see  No.  1,  below),  just 
letting  things  slide. 

But  the  media  exercise  powerful  influ¬ 
ence  in  a  child’s  life,  and  one  morning  I 
was  faced  with  the  frightening  task  of  tell¬ 
ing  my  4-year-old  there  was  no  Santa— 
without  hurting  her. 

I’d  like  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  to 
other  parents  of  preschoolers  on  how 
they  might  do  that.  Here  are  some  points 
to  cover: 

(1)  De-emphasize  Santa. 

During  the  early  years  from  birth  on, 
children  absorb  a  lot  more  than  we  real¬ 
ize.  Never  threaten  your  child  about  be¬ 
ing  good  because  Santa  is  watching. 
Avoid  taking  pictures  with  Santa. 

While  it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid 
television  specials  and  mall  Santas,  don’t 
play  up  the  idea  to  the  child.  Continue  to 
talk  about  Jesus’  birth  at  Christmas. 

(2)  Find  out  where  the  child  is. 

When  the  child  seems  to  be  able  to  un¬ 
derstand  real  versus  non-real  (that  pup¬ 
pets  are  not  real,  etc.),  ask,  “What  does 
Christmas  mean?” 

Julie  told  me  it  meant  baby  Jesus  was 
born,  and  I  silently  thanked  God  that  we 
and  her  Sunday-school  teachers  had  been 
able  to  guide  her  in  the  truth.  Take  the  dis¬ 
cussion  from  whatever  point  the  child  is. 

(3)  The  gift  of  Jesus. 

“Jesus  was  the  ‘very  first  Christmas 
gift’  that  God  sent  because  he  loved  us,” 
I  told  Julie.  "We  give  gifts  to  each  other 
in  love,  just  as  God  did.  The  wise  men 
brought  gifts  to  the  baby,  too.” 

(4)  What  is  Santa? 

“Santa  is  a  person  children  and  adults 
pretend  about  to  show  their  love  for  one 
another  in  yet  another  way,”  I  said. 

(5)  Store  Santas. 

“The  Santas  we’ve  been  seeing  at  the 
stores  are  all  a  little  bit  different,  aren’t 
they?"  I  asked.  (Children  usually  have  al¬ 
ready  noticed  that.)  “They  are  just  helpers 
in  showing  people’s  love  for  one  another.” 

(6)  Commercialism. 

“Sometimes  the  people  who  make  toys 
and  things  go  overboard  because  they 
want  to  make  lots  of  money,”  I  said. 
“But  we  know  that  love  is  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  money." 

(7)  Emphasize  Jesus  as  real. 

“It’s  OK  for  grown-ups  and  kids— 
you— to  pretend  about  Santa,”  I  said. 
"But  it’s  important  to  remember  that 
God  and  Jesus  are  real,  and  that's  what 
Christmas  is  about.” 

(8)  Other  children. 

“Other  parents  let  their  children  be¬ 
lieve  that  Santa  is  real,  and  you  would 
hurt  them  if  you  said  he  was  pretend,"  I 
advised.  “Instead,  when  your  friends  talk 
about  Santa,  you  have  a  chance  to  tell 
them  about  Jesus  and  the  real  meaning 
of  Christmas." 

(9)  Open  communication. 

"Do  you  have  any  questions?”  I  said. 


“If  you  want  to  ask  me  anything  about 
Santa  later  on,  or  about  Jesus,  just  ask.” 

Naturally,  parents  have  to  adapt  their 
approach  to  the  child’s  age  and  their  own 
feelings  about  Santa.  Some  may  not 
agree  with  my  representation  of  Santa. 
Some  may  not  care  about  letting  their 
child  believe  in  him. 


I  felt  the  necessity  to  prevent  any  ctm- 
nection  in  Julie’s  mind  between  Santa!  as 
real,  magic,  Christmas  and  Jesus  !  as 
real.  I  hope  that  churches  beware  of  hav¬ 
ing  Santa  as  a  visitor  to  the  annual 
Christmas  party,  too. 

As  for  Julie,  she  accepted  our  discus¬ 
sion  very  well.  She  already  knew  Big 
Bird  was  not-real,  operated  by  men.  So 
why  not  Santa? 

We  continue  to  follow  customs  such  as 
Christmas  stockings  and  pretending  to¬ 
gether  about  Santa.  But  we’ll  also  con¬ 
tinue  to  emphasize  Jesus  Christ  all  year 
round  in  our  everyday  life  through  dis¬ 
cussion,  prayer  and  family  churchgoing. 

That  makes  each  Christmas  especially 
merry! 

“Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor.  Colleen  Kristula,  is  a  member  of 
Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in  Reading, 
Pa.  (Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double  - 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Joy  to  the  World 
Jesus  Christ  Has  Come! 


Celebrate  and  start  every 
day  with  the  annual  Prayer 
Calendar.  Join  thousands  of 
United  Methodists  in  a  world¬ 
wide  circle  of  prayer  for  our 
church’s  mission  work  and 
workers. 


The  1986  calendar  includes: 

•  Names,  addresses  and  birthdays  of  mission  workers 

•  Programs  arid  projects  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

•  Meditations  and  quotations  from  letters  of  Persons  in  Mission 

•  Listing  of  directors  and  executive  staff  of  the  Board 

•  Names,  addresses  and  areas  of  service  of  retirees 

•  Maps  to  help  locate  the  work 

Order  your  copy  today.  Sale  price  is  $3.00  plus  postage  and  handling  Remittance  must  include  50«  extra 
postage  lor  each  gift  copy.  Order  stock  »4470  Irom  Service  Center,  7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  OH  45237 


General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
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1 Disasters : 


United  Methodists  showed  Christmas  giving  spirit 
throughout  incredible  year  of  destructive  events 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  hurricane-swept  coastal  villages  of 
‘  Louisiana,  some  people  will  celebrate 
:  Christmas  next  Wednesday  by  thanking 
God  for  making  love  real  not  only 
through  a  person  named  Jesus  but 
through  crab  traps  as  well. 

God’s  love  in  flooded  Riverton,  W.Va., 

'  during  Advent  took  the  form  of  hand  tools. 

In  Colombia,  some  survivors  of  the 
November  volcanic  eruption  will  wrap 
themselves  in  love  on  Christmas  Day  in 
the  form  of  blankets. 

In  all  three  cases,  the  physical  em- 
'  bodiment  of  love  came  from  United 
Methodists  acting  as  an  international, 
-connectional  group,  often  with  other  de¬ 
nominations. 

United  Methodist  giving  for  victims  of 
recent  disasters  will  touch  thousands 
who,  like  Mary  and  Joseph  on  their  first 
Christmas,  will  spend  this  Christmas 
away  from  home  in  temporary  quarters. 

1985  was  a  disaster 

For  many,  1985  has  been  a  disaster. 

Church  relief  officials  with  fatigue  in 
their  voices  say  they  hardly  got  started 
‘  cleaning  up  after  one  disaster  before  an¬ 
other  occurred. 


They  can’t  remember  a  year  with  so 
much  destruction  from  tornadoes,  hurri¬ 
canes,  tidal  waves,  earthquakes  and 
floods. 

The  Christmas  spirit  of  giving  among 
United  Methodists  did  not  seem  to  flag 
but  rather  stayed  alive  from  year’s  be¬ 
ginning  right  into  this  Christmas  season, 
relief  officials  say. 

United  Methodists  during  1985  gave 
what  was  estimated  to  be  record  amounts 
to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  Expenditures  for  emergency  re¬ 
lief  and  immediate  rehabilitation  reached 
around  $7.5  million,  with  about  the  same 
amount  also  being  spent  on  long-term  re¬ 
habilitation  and  development. 

The  Reporter  asked  Gary  Bekofske, 
disaster  coordinator  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to  list 
the  top  UM  responses  to  international  di¬ 
sasters  (see  below)  and  domestic  disas¬ 
ters  this  year. 

His  lists  are  illustrated  by  the  two 
maps  on  this  page. 

Following  are  glimpses  of  how  UM  gen¬ 
erosity  is  affecting  the  celebration  of 
Christmas  in  five  hat  d-hit  areas  this  year. 

Pennsylvania — Ohio  tornados 

Lots  of  people  still  won’t  be  in  their 


own  homes  this  Christmas  even  though  it 
has  been  six  months  since  one  of  the  cen¬ 
tury’s  largest  and  most  ferocious  pack  of 
tornadoes  devoured  parts  of  dozens  of 
communities. 

Albion,  Pa.,  provides  an  example. 

“About  50  percent  of  the  homes  in  our 
town  of  1,800  were  destroyed  or  had  ma¬ 
jor  damage,”  the  Rev.  James  Schmittle 
says.  “We’re  probably  only  about  half 
back  to  normal.” 

Many  people  remain  in  crowded  quar¬ 
ters  with  relatives  or  in  other  temporary 
housing. 

In  spite  of  infusions  of  aid,  chances  of 
quick  recovery  are  not  good,  Mr.  Schmit¬ 
tle  says.  Albion  was  a  railroad  town  until 
the  rail  yards  shut  down  two  years  ago. 
Now,  with  its  economic  base  gone  and  so 
many  of  its  physical  structures  in  sham¬ 
bles,  Albion  surely  could  use  a  message 
of  hope  this  season. 

Yet,  Albion  people  are  not  consumed 
by  self  concern. 

Mr.  Schmittle  says  Albion  churches 
began  the  Christmas  season  with  a  com¬ 
munity  Thanksgiving  service  in  which  an 
offering  was  taken  for  victims  of  a  di¬ 
saster— the  Mexico  earthquakes. 

Meanwhile,  outsiders  are  providing 
lots  of  toys  and  warm  clothing  for  distri- 


United  Methodists’  top  responses  to  world  disasters  in  1985 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  map  above  locates  the  five  inter¬ 
national  disasters  which  generated 
greatest  monetary  responses  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  during  1985,  according  to 
Gary  Bekofske  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

Most  UM  responses  have  been  com¬ 
bined  with  those  from  other  denomina¬ 
tions  through  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Church  World  Service. 

AFRICA:  Many  fewer  people  are 
starving  in  Africa  this  Christmas  than 
a  year  ago,  church  relief  workers  re¬ 
port.  But  millions  teeter  on  the  edge  of 
survival,  vulnerable  to  upset  by  many 
forces. 

The  year  began  with  a  huge  outpour¬ 
ing  of  help  for  the  many  famine- 
plagued  nations  of  Africa.  Emergency 
needs  there  are  expected  to  remain 
just  as  high  next  year.  UMCOR  is  con¬ 
centrating  on  long-term  solutions. 


MEXICO:  About  half  the  people 
made  homeless  by  the  Mexico  City 
earthquake  have  found  at  least  tempo¬ 
rary  housing,  says  Larry  Hollon  of 
Church  World  Service.  But  the  other 
half,  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  will  spend 
Christmas  in  tents  and  makeshift  huts. 

Protestant  relief  efforts  are  focusing 
on  constructing  housing,  Mr.  Hollon 
says.  UMCOR  thus  far  has  sent 
$115,000,  mostly  through  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico.  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  has  sent  around  $50,000. 

BANGLADESH:  An  indigenous,  ecu¬ 
menical  Christian  relief  group  is  help¬ 
ing  put  United  Methodists’  money  to 
work  after  a  tidal  wave  swept  through 
islands  killing  an  estimated  10,000  peo¬ 
ple.  Some  $105,000  from  UMCOR, 
much  of  which  is  included  in  $250,000 
from  Church  World  Service,  is  helping 
to  rebuild  housing,  to  conduct  health 
care  clinics  and  to  provide  tools,  Mr. 


Hollon  says. 

COLOMBIA:  Relief  efforts  in  Colom¬ 
bia  remain  in  the  emergency  stage 
with  $75,000  from  UMCOR  and  $70,000 
from  Church  World  Service  providing 
blankets,  food,  purification  tablets  and 
shelter  for  the  large  number  of  new  or¬ 
phans  and  families  left  without  a  wage- 
earner.  Volcanic  activity  continues  to 
threaten. 

OTHERS:  Out  of  UMCOR's  Interna¬ 
tional  Emergency  Account,  $275,000 
has  gone  to  help  victims  of  the  earth¬ 
quake  in  Chile  (“we’ve  pretty  well  fin¬ 
ished  our  work  there,"  Mr.  Bekofske 
says),  floods  in  Brazil,  volcano  in  the 
Philippines,  floods  in  India  and  earth¬ 
quake  in  Argentina. 

People  can  contribute  to  the  Interna- 
tional  account  through  their  local 
churches  by  designating  gifts  to  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  #982450. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


bution  by  the  town’s  churches.  The  four 
UM  congregations  and  three  UM  pastors 
have  taken  the  lead  with  recovery  ef¬ 
forts,  Mr.  Schmittle  says. 

United  Methodists  nationally  have  giv¬ 
en  $76,000  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  to  tornado  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  Annual 
conferences  and  local  congregations  in 
the  affected  area  probably  have  given 
much  more,  UMCOR’s  Gary  Bekofske 
says.  That’s  the  typical  pattern,  he  adds. 


-Louisiana 

salty  Christmas  in 


Hurricane  Juan- 

It’ll  be  a  soggy, 
southern  Louisiana. 

In  November,  Hurricane  Juan  filled 
some  60,000  homes  with  water,  says  the 
Rev.  Tom  Howell,  disaster  coordinator 
for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

And  it  wasn’t  fresh  water  dumped 
from  the  sky.  It  was  huge  quantities  of 
salt  water  pushed  over  the  levees,  cor¬ 
roding  everything  in  its  path. 

"We’re  not  thinking  much  about  tradi¬ 
tional  Christmas  down  here,”  Mr.  Howell 
says.  “The  churches  are  distributing  some 
toys,  but  mostly  we  are  trying  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  put  their  lives  back  together.” 

One  of  the  nicest  Christmas  gifts 
many  residents  could  receive  is  a  salt- 
free  boat  motor  so  they  could  get  back  to 
earning  a  livelihood  fishing. 

Some  are  getting  just  that  and  new 
crab  traps,  thanks  to  national  United 
Methodist  gifts  of  more  than  $20,000  thus 
far,  plus  larger  amounts  from  the  annual 
conference. 

The  cost  for  cleaning  can  be  as  much 
as  $500  per  motor.  But  it’s  worth  it,  Mr. 
Howell  says.  “We’re  trying  to  spend  the 
money  to  help  people  become  self-suffi¬ 
cient  again." 

The  Louisiana  people  are  tired,  he 
says.  They  had  fought  off  edges  of  earli¬ 
er  1985  hurricanes— Danny  and  Elena  — 
when  Juan  arrived. 

“Many  homes  still  have  water  in 
them.  Most  people  are  back  in  their 
homes,  but  most  of  the  homes  are  badly 
damaged.  In  some  fishing  towns,  every 
house  flooded.  One  town  was  isolated  a 
week  and  a  half  and  had  to  have  food 
flown  in,”  Mr.  Howell  says. 

In  Dulac,  La.,  Hurricane  Juan  left  res¬ 
idents  without  a  single  hot-water  show¬ 
er.  The  United  Methodist  church  there 
was  destroyed.  Fortunately,  though,  the 
congregation  recently  had  purchased  a 
second  building  on  higher  ground.  The 
congregation  equipped  it  with  a  hot  wa¬ 
ter  shower  which  was  shared  with  the 
town.  A  refrigerator  also  was  rigged  up 
to  provide  the  only  place  in  town  for 
three  and  a  half  weeks  to  keep  milk  cool, 
Mr.  Howell  says. 

"United  Methodists  feel  pretty  isolat¬ 
ed  in  that  Roman  Catholic  country,”  Mr. 
Howell  says.  “But  that  congregation, 
which  includes  Houma  Indians,  and  the 
Rev.  Sam  Reeves  who  just  was  appoint¬ 
ed  there  in  late  summer  really  made  a 
difference. 

"The  church’s  second  building  became 
something  of  the  rallying  point  for  the 
whole  town  and  home  for  four  families.” 

Hurricane  Elena — Gulf  Coast 

The  damage  to  Mississippi,  Alabama 
and  the  Florida  panhandle  from  Hurri¬ 
cane  Elena  in  September  came  not  pri¬ 
marily  from  water  but  from  wind, 
including  several  tornadoes. 

“We’re  calling  it  the  invisible  hurri¬ 
cane,  because  it  is  hard  to  see  much 
damage  in  our  area,”  says  the  Rev.  Fred 
Toland,  disaster  coordinator  for  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Annual  Conference. 

Most  damage  is  below  water.  Ninety 


‘Room  in  inn ’  program  had  UMC  birth 


r  v  ■  By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Z  There’s  going  to  be  room  in  the  inn  for 
;  “temporarily  down  and  out”  people  in  at 
least  65  towns  and  cities  across  the  Unit- 
;  Zed  States  this  Christmas  season— and 

*  ‘throughout  the  year— because  of  a  pro¬ 

gram  that  originated  two  years  ago  with 
;  .United  Methodist  Urban  Ministries  in 
;  !  Wichita,  Kan. 

Hotels  and  Motels  in  Partnership,  an 

*  :  emergency  temporary  housing  pro- 
;  gram— the  usual  limit  is  three  days  and 

;  :  nights— provides  a  limited  number  of 

‘  ;  rooms  to  people  who  temporarily  have 

;  nowhere  else  to  turn. 

;  The  widespread  program  involves  lo- 

*  ;  cal  units  of  at  least  15  national  hotel  and 
;  motel  chains.  The  hotel-motel  program 

and  a  similar  program  with  local  units 
of  about  10  national  restaurant  chains 
sprang  from  the  UM  project  in  Wichita. 


People  are  temporarily  down 

;•  “These  people  are  temporarily  down 
and  out,  usually  for  no  reason  of  their 
own,”  said  Richard  McDonough,  a  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  layman  who  originated  the 
Partnership  idea  while  a  volunteer  in 
Wichita  UM  urban  ministries. 

“Most  are  victims  of  fire  or  flooding 
or  they’ve  lost  their  jobs."  Battered 
"•  women  and  children  are  another  major 
;  group  using  the  services,  he  said. 

;  Wichita’s  UM  Urban  Ministries,  a 
;•  multi-service  agency  whose  regular 

;  work  includes  providing  food,  low  rent 
;  housing,  a  job  bank,  medical  clinics  and 
;  counseling  for  low  income  people,  dis- 
\  covered  it  often  had  to  split  up  families 
;  needing  temporary  sleeping  places, 
j.  “The  Salvation  Army  provides  over- 
>  night  housing  but  they  separate  men  and 
*  women.  And  if  we’ve  got  a  family  with 
J  parents  and  children,  that  means  split¬ 
ting  them  up,”  said  the  Rev.  Martin  Hol- 
»  ler,  executive  director  of  UM  Urban 
:  Ministries  in  Wichita. 


Salvation  Army  ‘sparked’  idea 
Officials  at  the  Salvation  Army  told 
Mr.  McDonough  that  they  sometimes 


had  paid  for  motel  rooms  for  families 
who  could  not  be  housed  in  Salvation 
Army  facilities. 

He  hit  upon  the  idea  to  ask  motels  and 
hotels  to  donate  any  extra  rooms  for 
such  people. 

"The  Wichita  Lodging  Association  (the 
hotel  and  motel  association)  was  surpris¬ 
ingly  open  to  the  idea,”  Mr.  McDonough 
said.  He  found  the  "majority”  of  hotels 
and  motels  willing  to  cooperate. 

Though  the  Wichita  program  was 
started  by  the  UM  Urban  Ministries,  now 
it  is  administered  by  the  Red  Cross,  the 
Salvation  Army  and  the  YWCA  Women’s 
Crisis  Center  in  Wichita. 

Agencies  work  programs  locally 

In  other  cities  where  the  program  has 
spread,  the  two  programs  are  adminis¬ 
tered  by  local  units  of  Red  Cross,  Salva¬ 
tion  Army,  YMCA,  Catholic  Social 
Services,  local  ministerial  associations 
and  the  United  Way. 

“This  is  not  a  program  for  street  peo¬ 
ple,”  Mr.  McDonough  emphasized.  “It’s 
not  for  drug  addicts  or  drunks  or  mental¬ 
ly  ill  people  or  even  the  physically  handi¬ 
capped. 

"It’s  designed  to  help  people  who  are 
down  and  out  temporarily.  For  those 
people,  three  days  and  nights  can  some¬ 
times  mean  the  difference  in  pulling 
themselves  and  their  families  together,” 
he  said. 

"These  are  often  people  who  don’t 
have  family  or  friends  who  can  put  them 
up.  Or  they’re  people  who  have  lost  their 
job  and  been  put  out  of  their  house  or 
they’re  being  abused  at  home  and  that 
can  often  be  a  life  or  death  situation.” 

Mr.  McDonough  admits  there  is  some 
risk  when  hotels  and  motels  offer  free 
rooms  because  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  the  rooms  will  not  be  damaged  or 
that  unauthorized  food,  phone  or  other 
charges  will  not  be  made  to  the  room. 

However,  “These  people  are  typically 
the  type  you  would  want  in  your  restau¬ 
rant  or  motel.  They’re  good  people,  down 
on  their  luck,”  Mr.  McDonough  said.  Re¬ 
gardless,  the  people  are  screened  exten¬ 


sively  before  they  are  given  a  free  room 
in  a  motel. 

Hotels  don’t  seek  attention 

Participating  hotels  and  motels  have 
sought  and  received  little  recognition  for 
their  services  for  two  reasons,  Mr. 
McDonough  said.  First,  they  don’t  want 
the  public  to  think  they  are  available  for 
“just  anybody”  who  needs  a  free  night’s 
sleep.  Secondly,  they  want  to  protect  the 
anonymity  of  their  charity  guests. 

"I  like  to  think  it’s  a  community  ser¬ 
vice  that’s  going  on  behind  closed  doors,” 
Wichita’s  Mr.  Holler  said. 

The  public  relations  director  for  Ra- 
mada  Inns,  Andrea  Mullins,  said,  “If 
we’re  sitting  on  empty  rooms  and  there 
are  people  out  there  who  have  nowhere 
to  go,  it’s  the  least  we  can  do." 

Ramada  Inns,  headquartered  in 
Phoeniz,  Ariz.,  is  the  only  motel  chain 
that  has  announced  its  participation  pub¬ 
licly. 

La  Quinta  Motor  Inns,  based  out  of 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  agreed  to  partici¬ 
pate  after  hearing  about  the  plight  of 
many  people  they  might  help. 

"There  was  no  reason  not  to  do  it  if  we 
had  the  empty  rooms,"  said  George 
Kaus,  director  of  public  relations  for  La 
Quinta. 

“It  was  one  of  those  decisions  you 
make  from  the  gut— without  a  lot  of  rea¬ 
son— but  you  know  it’s  right,”  he  said. 
"You  could  say  it’s  the  Christian  thing  to 
do,  but  a  lot  of  people  wouldn’t  under¬ 
stand  that.  You  just  say  you’re  doing  it 
because  you  know  it’s  right. 

“We  got  a  handwritten  letter  this  week 
from  a  lady  who  was  thanking  us  for 
taking  her  in.  Her  husband  had  killed 
their  daughter  and  was  out  to  get  get  her 
and  their  son  when  she  left  him.  They 
had  no  money,  nowhere  to  turn  and  they 
were  living  out  of  a  car  until  one  of  the 
social  service  agencies  brought  them  to 
us.  We  had  an  extra  room  and  we  took 
them  in.” 

A  similar  program  involving  food  ser¬ 
vice  chains  was  also  started  out  of  the 
Wichita  UM  urban  ministry  and  is  ad¬ 


ministered  by  the  same  social  service 
agencies  in  the  various  cities. 

Pizza  Hut,  Jack  in  the  Box,  Wendy’s 
and  others  participate  but  they,  too,  have 
sought  little  publicity. 

"Our  customers  have  been  good  to  us,” 
said  Pizza  Hut  spokeswoman  Sandra 
Thurston.  “We  wanted  to  give  something 
back  to  the  communities  that  have  sup¬ 
ported  us,  and  this  is  one  way  we  decided 
to  do  it.” 

The  free  meals  are  “contracted”  lo¬ 
cally  or  regionally  between  the  sponsor¬ 
ing  social  service  agencies  and  the 
restaurants.  Since  most  of  the  restau¬ 
rants  are  franchised,  a  restaurant  in  one 
chain  will  participate  in  one  city  but  a 
restaurant  in  the  same  chain  in  the  next 
city  won’t,  Mr.  McDonough  said. 

Why  do  restaurants,  hotels  and  motels 
participate  when  there  is  little  or  no 
publicity  involved  and  no  money  to  be 
gained? 

"We’ve  found  that  it  usually  boils 
down  to  one  really  caring  person  who  is 
in  an  executive  position  and  able  to 
make  that  kind  of  decision,"  said  Sandy 
Trus  of  the  Metropolitan  Inter-Faith  As¬ 
sociation  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  who  admin¬ 
isters  the  program  there. 

"You  go  from  (food,  hotel  and  motel) 
chain  to  chain  and  sometimes  you  get 
through  to  somebody  that  cares  and 
sometimes  you  don’t.” 

Program  guidebook  available 

Wichita’s  United  Methodist  Urban 
Ministries  has  put  together  a  guide  for 
establishing  a  Hotels  and  Motels  in  Part¬ 
nership  and  a  Restaurants  in  Partnership 
for  social  service  agencies.  The  guide  in¬ 
cludes  model  agreements  for  hotels,  mo¬ 
tels  and  restaurants  and  participating 
social  service  agencies. 

Wichita  Urban  Ministries  is  also  will¬ 
ing  to  serve  as  advisors  to  any  agencies 
that  want  to  try  the  program. 

More  information  is  available  by  writ¬ 
ing:  Hotels/Motels  in  Partnership  or 
Restaurants  in  Partnership,  1611  N.  Mos¬ 
ley  St.,  Wichita,  Kan.  67214  or  by  calling 
(316)  267-4201. 
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percent  of  the  coastal  oyster  beds  which 
the  fishing  towns  depend  on  for  their  in¬ 
come  were  destroyed,  Mr.  Toland  says. 

“Economically,  it’s  pretty  tough  this 
season  for  people  in  the  fishing  towns," 
he  says. 

Outsiders  often  think  of  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  as  repairing  and  building  houses 
and  cleaning  up,  he  says.  But  economic 
damage  hurts  people  much  longer. 

It  will  take  at  least  two  years  for  the 
oyster  beds  to  build  back  up  for  com¬ 
mercial  harvesting,  he  says.  Ironically, 
the  area  was  just  beginning  to  recover 
from  Hurricane  Frederick,  which  devas¬ 
tated  the  coastal  pecan  tree  groves  in 
1979.  This  fall  was  to  have  been  the  first 
full  harvest  since  then.  But  Elena 
knocked  the  pecans  off  prematurely,  Mr. 
Toland  says. 

In  Gautier,  Miss.,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  church  lost  roof  and  windows  and  re¬ 
ceived  heavy  water  and  wind  damage 
from  Hurricane  Elena.  Then,  with  re¬ 
pairs  partly  done,  another  storm  blew 
off  the  partly-finished  roofing. 

"I’ve  never  seen  the  damage  so  uni¬ 
versal,”  says  the  Rev,  Jerry  Mitchell, 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference  disaster 
coordinator.  “Nearly  every  house  was 
damaged  some  40  miles  inland.  Pine 
trees  snapped  everywhere,  falling  on 
houses.” 

UMCOR,  using  gifts  from  United 
Methodists  nationwide,  has  provided 
more  than  $47,000  in  the  area  thus  far. 

Puerto  Rico — mud  slides 

The  four  United  Methodist  churches  of 
Ponce,  Puerto  Rico,  continue  to  work 
diligently  with  other  congregations  there 
to  care  for  victims  of  the  October  floods 
and  mud  slides  triggered  by  a  hurricane, 
says  the  Rev.  Israel  Rodriguez. 

Mr.  Rodriguez,  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Ponce,  says  more  than  120  people  died  in 
Ponce  alone.  “Many  people  also  lost 
their  homes,”  he  added. 

The  government  bought  a  large  hotel 
to  house  many  of  them,  but  churches 
continue  to  provide  food  and  clothing,  he 
says.  Churches  also  are  concentrating  on 
giving  refrigerators,  stoves,  beds  and 
other  furniture  to  people  trying  to  reset¬ 
tle,  he  says. 

UMCOR’s  Mr.  Bekofske  says  $10,000 
has  gone  to  the  Puerto  Rican  churches, 
and  “we’re  waiting  for  more  requests." 

Mid-Atlantic  states — floods 

The  disaster  expected  eventually  to 
draw  the  largest  national  monetary  re¬ 
sponse  from  United  Methodists  is  the  un¬ 
precedented  flooding  of  West  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  Virginia  in  November. 

Streams  rampaged  not  only  through 
settlements  supposedly  susceptible  to 
flooding  only  once  a  century  but  tore 
away  houses  whose  owners  had  no  idea 
they  were  in  flood  plains,  said  the  Rev. 
Clark  Peloubet,  disaster  coordinator  for 
the  West  Virginia  Annual  Conference. 

“Most  of  the  mopping  up  is  done,”  he 
says,  “but  we  figure  we’ll  be  in  ministry 


related  to  the  flood  another  18  months  to 
two  years.” 

Christmas  for  thousands  will  be  a  dis¬ 
located  experience  with  no  idea  of  what 
the  future  holds,  Mr.  Peloubet  says.  Vir¬ 
tually  no  part  of  the  state  was  spared. 
More  than  14,000  square  miles  of  land 
were  affected. 

Some  small  communities  in  narrow 
valleys  "were  wiped  out  entirely  by  wa¬ 
ter  traveling  60-75  miles  per  hour,"  he 
says.  “Not  a  house  was  left  standing.” 

Residents  don’t  know  if  they’ll  ever  re¬ 
turn.  If  the  federal  government  declares 
their  old  home  sites  in  a  flood  plain,  they 
can’t  rebuild  there  even  if  they  have  in¬ 
surance.  “But  we  have  so  little  flat  land 
in  West  Virginia  that  the  flood  plains  of¬ 
ten  are  the  only  place  you  can  build,”  he 
says. 

The  state  already  was  one  of  the  most 
economically  depressed  in  the  nation. 
Economic  harm  from  the  flood  will  last 
long  after  the  land  dries  out.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  Mr.  Peloubet  says,  the  floods 
“picked  up  the  river  beds  and  filled  the 
farm  fields  with  gravel  and  rocks.” 

Many  merchants  who  weren’t  doing 
well  in  the  small  towns  before  the  floods 
are  saying  they  don’t  intend  to  rebuild, 
he  says. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  had  distributed  $61,000 
by  mid-December.  “And  we've  barely 
begun  to  work  on  that.”  UMCOR’s  Mr. 
Bekofske  says.  “I  easily  see  another 
$50,000  in  the  next  month.” 

As  in  most  UMCOR  responses,  the 
amount  of  money  is  small  compared 
with  the  multi-million-dollar  losses. 

But  Mr.  Peloubet  says  giving  through 
United  Methodist  channels  is  important 
because. 

(1)  UMCOR  money  comes  fast,  before 
bigger  grants  arrive.  “UMCOR  sent  us 
$25,000  immediately.”  UMCOR  often 
gives  its  first  money  out  of  reserves, 
confident  that  United  Methodist  re¬ 
sponse  will  replenish  the  account. 

(2)  UMCOR  money  is  used  to  bring  in 
skilled  church  and  community  work¬ 
ers— many  of  them  United  Methodists— 
from  other  states  who  help  get  local 
leaders  organized. 

For  example,  church  and  community 
worker  Betty  Swartout  came  from  Ne¬ 
braska  and  immediately  began  trying  to 
get  ministers  in  Parsons,  W.Va.,  togeth¬ 
er.  They  were  running  seven  feeding  sta¬ 
tions  when  one  would  have  been  more 
efficient,  Mr.  Peloubet  says.  “She  got 
pastors  together  that  barely  spoke  to 
each  other  and  wouldn’t  have  come  if 
asked  by  another  pastor. 

“One  thing  I've  learned  is  that  every 
community  has  to  ‘own’  its  disaster.  The 
local  church  will  be  there  long  after  ev¬ 
erybody  else  leaves.” 

Through  their  generosity,  Mr.  Pelou¬ 
bet  suggests.  United  Methodists  nation¬ 
wide  time  after  time  help  local  leaders 
take  charge  of  their  destiny. 

And  that’s  a  pretty  special  Christmas 
gift. 


MINISTERS,  upgrade  your  “PASTORAL  SKILLS  IN  MEDICAL  CRISES." 

Study  with  medical,  ethical  and  theological  experts  at  the  world’s  leading 
center  of  medicine. 

February  3  to  7,  1986  Registration  fee  $100 

Information.  THE  INSTITUTION  OF  RELIGION,  TEXAS  MEDICAL  CEN¬ 
TER,  P.O.  Box  20569,  Houston,  Texas  77225  (713)  797-0600 
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UM  curriculum  changes  approved 

Faster  output ,  stronger  marketing ,  new  mission  materials  planned 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— One  fact  seemed  evi¬ 
dent  at  the  Dec.  9-11  meeting  of  the  Cur¬ 
riculum  Resources  Committee. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  committee  charged  with 
creating  church  school  resources  fpr  the 
denomination  are  responding  to  long¬ 
standing  requests  for  changes,  the  “bot¬ 
tom  line”  being  to  put  more  UM 
resources  into  more  local  churches. 

Production  changes,  new  marketing 
strategies  and  new  types  of  materials 
being  developed  reflect  a  cooperative  ef¬ 
fort  to  meet  needs  and  requests  from 
across  the  church. 

For  instance,  UM  curriculum  materials 
are  on  their  way  to  being  developed  in 
about  half  the  time  they  used  to  require. 

Time  cut  almost  in  half 

A  process  to  streamline  the  production 
of  materials  from  idea  to  finished  prod¬ 
uct,  cutting  the  time  from  four  years  to  a 
little  over  two,  was  affirmed  by  the  Cur¬ 
riculum  Resources  Committee. 

The  "hurry  up”  plan  for  new  materials 
also  carries  the  possibility  of  a  one-year 

Laity,  clergy 
back  pastor 
in  abuse  trial 

Compiled  from  news  releases 
NEW  YORK -The  trial  of  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Grady  on  sexual  abuse 
charges  has  generated  strong  support 
from  his  fellow  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  and  laypeople  in  the  New  York  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

A  contingent  of  United  Methodist  min¬ 
isters.  wearing  clerical  collars  for  iden¬ 
tification,  has  been  present  in  the  court 
room  since  the  trial  began  Oct.  28. 

In  another  act  of  support,  50  United 
Methodist  and  Baptist  ministers  and  lay- 
people  recently  worshiped  together  at  a 
United  Methodist  church  near  the  court¬ 
house,  then  marched  to  the  courthouse  as 
a  group. 

Both  Bishop  Dale  White  of  the  New 
York  area  and  the  Rev.  Randy  Day,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Metropolitan  New 
York  district,  have  been  instrumental  in 
urging  supporters  to  pray  for  Mr.  Grady 
and  to  give  to  his  legal  defense  fund.  To 
date  816,000  has  been  collected.  Mr. 
Grady  reportedly  incurred  $42,000  in 
pretrial  expenses. 

The  case  is  being  tried  in  the  Bronx 
Supreme  Court  of  Judge  Bernard  Fried. 
According  to  Judge  Fried,  “the  trial 
could  last  up  to  1 1  weeks.  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Grady,  47-year-old  black  pastor  of 
St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Rochelle,  N.Y.,  has  pleaded  inno¬ 
cent  to  charges  of  rape  and  sodomy  of 
preschool  children  in  the  city-funded 
Westchester  Tremont  Day  Care  Center 
housed  in  Westchester  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Bronx. 

Mr.  Grady  was  pastor  of  the  Bronx 
congregation  for  a  year  and  served  on 
the  board  of  the  day  care  center.  The 
center  is  a  corporation  separate  from 
the  church  leasing  space  in  the  church 
facilities. 

The  case  was  initiated  in  1984  when  a 
mother  of  a  child  at  the  day  care  center 
told  a  family  friend,  an  FBI  agent,  that 
her  child  had  been  molested. 

The  six  children  testifying  in  the  trial 
have  taken  the  witness  stand  via  closed- 
circuit  television  outside  the  courtroom. 
The  assistant  district  attorney  asked  for 
the  use  of  closed-circuit  TV  after  three 
children,  ages  4  and  5,  who  testified  in 
the  courtroom  that  they  had  been  sexual¬ 
ly  molested  at  a  Bronx  day  care  center, 
had  identified  someone  other  than  Mr. 
Grady  as  the  man  who  had  abused  them. 

These  varied  identifications  led  the 
defense  to  maintain  that  the  case  in¬ 
volves  mistaken  identity. 

Session  postponed 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
DENVER— The  Dec.  10  called  execu¬ 
tive  session  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  An¬ 
nual  Conference  to  determine  a 
definition  of  “self-avowed  practicing  ho¬ 
mosexual”  was  postponed  due  to  inclem¬ 
ent  weather. 

Denominational  law  adopted  in  1984 
prohibits  the  appointment  of  a  "self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual”  to  a 
clergy  assignment. 

The  meeting  is  expected  to  be  re¬ 
scheduled  after  the  first  of  the  year,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  spokeswoman  in  the  office 
of  Bishop  Roy  L  Sano,  episcopal  head  of 
the  Denver  Area. 


“fast  track”  for  special  resources,  said 
the  Per  H  Claude  Young  Jr  .  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  Curriculum  Resources  Com¬ 
mittee  staff. 

The  committee  also  approved  market¬ 
ing  changes  which,  according  to  the  Rev. 
David  L.  Hazelwood,  interpretation  and 
field  service  director  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  are  being  devel¬ 
oped  to  make  curriculum  resources  easi¬ 
er  to  obtain  and  use. 

Cokesbury’s  new  toll-free  telephone 
ordering  service  (1-800-251-8591)  added 
more  lines  and  more  people  after  it  re¬ 
ceived  42,000  calls  in  one  week  in  August 
but  could  answer  only  2,000,  Mr.  Hazel¬ 
wood  said. 

Cokesbury  stores  will  be  offered  incen¬ 
tives  to  stock  and  promote  dated  curricu¬ 
lum  materials,  Mr.  Hazelwood  said.  A 
standing-order  plan,  “one  we  have  wanted 
for  years,”  is  “in  the  works"  for  the  Fall  of 
1986.  This  means  churches  will  no  longer 
have  to  reorder  each  quarter. 

"Flagship”  churches  in  each  district  to 
distribute  curriculum  materials  are 
planned,  Mr.  Hazelwood  said. 

Special  promotions  of  ethnic  minority 
resources  are  projected  to  begin  in  May 


International  lessons  expanded 

In  addition  to  the  widely-used  Interna¬ 
tional  Lessons  for  adults,  United  Meth¬ 
odist-written  International  Lessons  for 
children  and  for  youth  are  to  be  ready 
for  Fall  1987. 

The  three-level  series  — children, 
youth  and  adult— using  common  themes 


and  scriptures  is  being  designed  specifi¬ 
cally  for  the  small-membership  church 
with,  typically,  one  youth  class  and  few 
children’s  classes,  said  Eleanor  Moore, 
editor  of  adult  Bible  studies. 

The  ecumenically-produced  Interna¬ 
tional  Lessons  for  youth,  which  have 
been  available  with  a  UM  cover  since 
1984,  will  be  replaced  with  UM-written 
lessons,  Ms.  Moore  said,  “because  we 
didn’t  have  enough  control  over  the  con¬ 
tent.” 

Although  Methodists  used  to  have  In¬ 
ternational  Lessons  for  children  prior  to 
1964,  Ms.  Moore  said,  “this  is  the  first 
time  in  recent  history  (to  have  them).” 

(The  United  Methodist  lessons  are 
based  on  the  Uniform  Series  themes  and 
outlines  produced  by  a  National  Council 
of  Churches-sponsored  committee  which 
includes  about  30  NCC-member  denomi¬ 
nations  and  Southern  Baptists.) 

UM  mission  materials  coming 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the  1984 
General  Conference  for  mission  educa¬ 
tion  materials  for  the  whole  church,  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  ap¬ 
proved  plans  for  staff-developed  mission 
study  materials  for  children,  youth  and 
adults. 

The  materials  will  serve  groups  within 
the  church  who  do  not  usually  use  ecu¬ 
menically-produced  Friendship  Press 
materials,  Mr.  Young  told  the  curricu¬ 
lum  committee.  He  reported  that  the 
new  Curriculum  Resources  materials 
are  not  meant  to  be  in  competition  with 
ecumenical  materials  commonly  used  in 


Women’s  Division  schools  of  missions 
but  to  be  complementary  to  them. 

“We  hope  to  do  this  as  a  team  (in  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  Women's  Division),’’  he 
said. 

The  curriculum  committee  deferred 
until  May  its  approval  of  NCC-Friend- 
ship  Press  1987-88  mission  study  materi¬ 
als.  The  committee  requested  an 
opportunity  to  see  manuscripts  first 
rather  than  giving  “a  blank  check”  ap¬ 
proval  to  the  study  proposals  presented. 
Discussion  preceding  this  action  brought 
out  past  dissatisfaction  over  the  NCC 
group’s  failure  to  take  into  account  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  UM  curriculum  committee. 

In  a  previous  meeting  the  committee 
had  disapproved  the  1986-87  ecumenical 
study  materials  (see  UMR,  Sept.  27) 
which  they  considered  “too  narrowly  fo¬ 
cused  and  unbalanced.” 

The  committee  approved  a  request 
from  United  Methodist  Men  for  curricu¬ 
lum  materials  to  follow  their  spiritual 
formation  program  and  its  “Mighty  Acts 
of  God”  curriculum.  The  committee  was 
told  that  the  men  want  dated  materials 
on  a  regular  basis  as  a  part  of  their 
strategy  for  getting  more  men  involved 
in  Sunday  School. 

Church-growth  emphasis  aided 

A  proposed  new  adult  Bible  study 
modeled  after  the  Bethel  and  Trinity  Bi¬ 
ble  studies  was  approved  as  a  support 
resource  for  the  denomination’s  church- 
growth  emphasis.  Committee  members 
were  told  that  the  new  study  will  be  bib¬ 
lically  based  to  give  biblical  answers  to 
biblical  questions  rather  than  what  some 
consider  sociological  and  theological  an¬ 
swers  found  in  existing  Bible  studies. 

The  Curriculum  Resource  Committee 
is  the  body  responsible  for  planning  and 
developing  and  producing  church  school 
resources  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  made  up  of  21  elected  vot¬ 
ing  members  and  20  staff  persons  and  is 
related  administratively  to  both  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 
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Catching  the  Christmas  spirit 

NASHVILLE— Three  different  kinds  of  singers— from  left  popular  singer/ 
songwriter  Gene  Cotton,  Metropolitan  Opera  baritone  John  Anthony,  and 
singer/actress  Edie  Adams— are  among  stars  in  the  hour-long  “Catch  the 
Spirit  of  Christmas”  TV  special  produced  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  The  show  will  be  aired  Sunday,  Dec.  22  at  6  p.m.  EST  on  the  CBN  cable 
network.  Also  featured  will  be  choirs  from  UM-related  Dillard  University 
and  Scarritt  College  and  “Grand  Ole  Opry”  star  Minnie  Pearl. 

Former  UMPH  employee 
claims  religious  ‘ouster’ 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— An  editorial  employee 
dismissed  by  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  six  years  ago  has  filed  suit 
against  his  former  employer  over  al¬ 
leged  religious  discrimination. 

Richard  Loller,  who  worked  as  an  edi¬ 
tor  of  books  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  publishing  arm  for  13  years, 
charges  that  Ronald  P.  Patterson,  head 
of  its  Abingdon  Press  Division,  fired  him 
“for  not  being  evangelical  enough"  and 
hired  in  his  place  a  woman  editor  who 
had  worked  at  evangelically  oriented 
Word  Books  in  Waco,  Texas.  His  succes¬ 
sor  was  brought  in  at  a  higher  starting 
salary  than  his  final  salary  figure,  Mr. 
Loller  said. 

Mr.  Loller  is  a  stockbroker  for  Shear- 
son  American  Express  in  Nashville,  a 
job  he  began  six  months  after  leaving 
the  Methodist  publisher. 

The  trial  is  scheduled  to  begin  Jan.  6 
in  Nashville  in  the  Chancery  Court  of 
Davidson  County. 

Mr.  Loller  said  he  and  his  attorneys, 
Rose  Palermo  and  Joe  Johnston,  had  not 
established  the  exact  amount  of  back 
pay  the  suit  will  ask  for.  He  said  the  fig¬ 
ure  would  take  into  account  the  time  he 
was  out  of  work,  the  time  he  spent  as  a 
trainee  at  his  new  job,  and  the  difference 
between  his  actual  income  during  that 
time  and  the  amount  he  would  have 
made  at  the  publishing  house. 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE— Two  associate  council 
directors.  Council  on  Ministries,  South  Indiana 
Conference  Position  “C"— Skills  in  local-church 
consultation,  evangelism  and  stewardship.  Posi- 
Uon  "D”— Skills  in  youth  ministries  ana  higher 
education  and  campus  ministry.  Direct  applica¬ 
tions  and  resumes  to  Ms  Carolyn  M  Marshall.  204 
N.  Newlin,  Veedersburg.  IN  47987,  by  Jan.  4,  1986. 
Position  to  begin  March  1 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  for  2.000-member 
church.  Send  resume  to  Dr  Hugh  Lake,  senior  pas¬ 
tor.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  3200  Mana¬ 
tee  Ave  West.  Bradenton.  FL  33505 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  at  lovely  Clynma- 
lira  United  Methodist  Church.  Phoenix.  MD  Call 
(301)  666-1816  to  make  inquiries. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTORS- Complete  label  appli- 
cations,  minister  profile  systems,  camp  registra¬ 
tion.  media  resource  management,  word 
processing  offered  by  the  company  now  supplying 
and  supporting  24  annual  conferences.  Call  or 
write  Cannon  Data  Systems,  114  N  3rd  St.,  Cannon 
Falls.  MN  55009  Phone  (507)  263-3966  RPT2 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME  of  Texas  seeks 
vice  president  for  development.  Send  resume  to 
6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio.  TX  78240 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  needed  for 
growing  congregation  If  interested,  send  resume 
to  FUMC.  207  N  7th  Ave  ,  Wauchula,  FL  33873.  or 
caU  (813)  773-4267 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Metro  Ministries.  India- 
napolis.  IN  Experienced,  executive-type  urban  mis- 
sioner  who  is  very  knowledgeable  about  the  church 
in  the  inner  city,  the  urban  city  and  the  suburbs  and 
who  is  able  to  envision  specific  strategy,  planning 
and  programming  in  the  metropolitan  area  Possess 
strong  administrative  ability  and  be  able  to  direct 
and  promote  the  church  and  Metro  Ministries  as  the 
mission  arm  of  the  church  in  the  Greater  Indianapo¬ 
lis  eight-county  area.  Send  resume  to  Howard  E. 
Wright,  executive  secretary.  UMBMMI,  3520  E  96th 

St .  Suite  1-L,  Indianapolis.  IN  46240 

MISSION  DIRECTOR  -Trinity  River  Mission,  a 
ministry  of  Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist  Church, 
seeks  director  with  social-services  experience  and 
excellent  interpersonal  skills  to  direct  community 
development  and  educational  efforts  in  West  Dal¬ 
las  Applicant  must  have  a  masters  degree  in  social 
work,  fluent  in  Spanish  and  work  experience  with 
churches  Resume  and  salary  history  to  Martha 
Stowe.  9200  Inwood  Road.  Dallas,  TX  75220-3901 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
at  John  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston. 
TX  Responsible  for  children  s  and  youth  ministries 
in  1 ,800-member  church  Position  available  immedi¬ 
ately  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  H  R  Roh- 
loff  Jr  .  5830  Bermuda  Dunes,  Houston.  TX  77069 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  1.900-member 
church  Bell  choirs,  adult,  youth  and  children's 
choirs.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  805  E. 
Denman.  Lufkin.  TX  75901 

Artist  depicts  ‘Madonna  and  Child’ 

“Madonna  and  Child”  by  Domenico  Ghirlandaio  was  finished  in  1470, 
five  years  before  his  most  famous  student,  Michelangelo,  was  born.  The 
sculptural  modeling  of  the  figures  in  the  painting  and  the  drapery  is  con¬ 
sidered  much  like  Michelangelo’s  Sistine  Chapel  paintings.  Michelangelo 
learned  the  art  of  fresco  painting  from  Ghirlandaio,  and  many  of  Ghirlan* 
daio’s  narrative  Bible  frescoes  still  decorate  churches  in  Florence.  “Ma¬ 
donna  and  Child”  may  be  viewed  in  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  in 
Washington  where  it  is  part  of  the  permanent  collection. 


the  church  today 


The  former  editorial  staffer  said  there 
is  “not  a  great  deal  of  money  at  stake. 
We’ll  push  it  as  far  as  it  will  go.  All  I 
want  is  whatever  money  I’m  out  for  ex¬ 
penses  and  an  apology.”  Mr.  Patterson 
did  not  return  a  reporter’s  phone  call 
about  the  case.  Stephen  C.  Tippens,  head 
of  personnel  services  for  the  publishing 
house,  said  officials  there  would  prefer 
not  to  comment  until  they  had  met  with 
their  lawyers  Dec.  16. 

Sam  Lipshie,  a  lawyer  with  the  firm 
Boult,  Cummings,  Conners  and  Berry, 
attorneys  for  the  publishing  house,  said 
Mr.  Loller’s  suit  alleges  that  his  former 
employer  violated  Title  7  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act,  which  prohibits  employment 
discrimination  in  the  private  sector  on 
the  basis  of  race,  sex,  religion  or  nation¬ 
al  origin. 

The  attorney  said  the  former  editor 
charged  that  discrimination  took  place 
in  his  termination,  in  the  publisher’s  fail¬ 
ure  to  promote  him,  and  in  a  breach  of 
implied  contract  of  employment.  The 
publishing  house  contends  that  the 
charges  are  “without  merit,”  said  Mr. 
Lipshie. 

Bishops’  draft 
irks  lawmakers 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON -A  draft  pastoral  let¬ 
ter  by  United  Methodist  bishops  on  nu¬ 
clear  threats  to  peace  has  been  criticized 
by  two  members  of  Congress  who  are 
United  Methodists. 

They  criticized  its  views  on  "world  re¬ 
alities  and  the  need  for  deterrence.” 

The  two,  Rep.  Joe  Barton  (R-Texas), 
and  Sen.  David  L.  Boren  (D-Okla.),  have 
invited  others  members  of  Congress  to 
sign  their  statement. 

“We  are  concerned  that  the  Bishops 
did  not  receive  adequate  testimony  from 
those  who  support  the  basic  outlines  of 
our  bipartisan  defense  policy  of  the  last 
40  years,”  the  letter  from  Rep.  Barton 
and  Sen.  Boren  said. 

“We  are  also  concerned  about  whether 
adequate  consideration  has  been  given  to 
the  beliefs,  goals  and  policies  of  the  Sovi¬ 
et  Union.” 

The  bishops'  draft  pastoral  letter  and 
supporting  study  document  were  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  in  No¬ 
vember  for  study  and  comment.  It  is 
expected  to  be  before  the  council  next 
April  for  final  approval. 


‘Harare  Declaration’  sharing 
with  bishops  planned 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Bishop  James 
M.  Ault  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area,  only 
American  United  Methodist  invited  to 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’  emergen¬ 
cy  meeting  on  South  Africa  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  13),  plans  to  send  the  “Harare  Dec¬ 
laration”  to  his  colleagues  in  the  Council 
of  Bishops. 

He  will  ask  them  to  review  it  on  the 
basis  of  the  1980  General  Conference  ac¬ 
tion  on  South  Africa  and  see  how  to  ac¬ 
celerate  divestment  and  other  steps 
recommended  in  the  declaration. 

The  Harare  Declaration,  so  called  for 
its  adoption  at  the  Dec.  4-6  meeting,  has 
been  termed  the  toughest  document  on 
South  Africa  ever  accepted  by  an  inter¬ 
national  church  gathering. 

Use  of  UM  funds  endorsed 
to  combat  apartheid 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— Use  of  more  than 
$2  billion  in  United  Methodist  invest¬ 
ments  to  combat  racial  separation  in 
South  Africa  was  endorsed  Dec.  5  by  the 
denomination’s  chief  fiscal  agency. 

That  agency,  however,  refused  to  set  a 
deadline  for  full  divestment  in  compa¬ 
nies  doing  business  there. 

A  three-phase  strategy  against  apart¬ 
heid  was  accepted  with  little  discussion 
by  the  40  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  directors  at  their  an¬ 
nual  meeting.  The  program  is  intended 
to  bring  pressure  on  U.S.  corporations 
doing  business  in  South  Africa  to  work 
for  an  end  to  apartheid  laws. 

Recommended  is  a  blend  of  sharehold¬ 
er  activity  and  selective  or  complete  di¬ 
vestment  of  stocks  in  those  firms.  The 
purchase  or  holding  of  gold  Krugerrands 
(South  African  coins)  also  is  opposed. 

Publishing  House  executive 
heads  Protestant  association 

NASHVILLE-The  Rev.  Harold  L. 
Fair,  associate  book  editor  for  Abingdon 
Press,  has  been  elected  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Protestant  Church-Owned 
Publishers  Assocation. 

The  association  is  made  up  of  31  de¬ 
nominationally  owned  publishing  houses. 

Dr.  Fair  joined  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  book  publishing  agen¬ 
cy  as  general  manger  in  1981.  Before 
that  he  was  managing  editor  of  the  UMC 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  edito¬ 
rial  staff. 

Communications  agency 
offers  VTR  ‘sampler’ 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  is  offering  a  43-minute 
"sampler”  of  11  programs  recently  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  agency. 

The  sampler  is  available  in  1/2"  VHS 
videocassette  for  $12.  Topics  of  pro¬ 
grams  samples  range  from  parenting  to 
prayer. 

More  information  is  available  from 
ECUFILM,  810  Twelfth  Ave.,  South, 
Nashville,  TN  37203. 

Communications  agency  OK’d 
to  move  branch  offices 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)-Final  approval 
for  the  United  Methodist  central  com¬ 
munications  agency  to  relocate  two 
branch  offices  to  its  headquarters  in 
Nashville  was  granted  Dec.  5  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  top  fiscal  agency. 

Action  by  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  means  United 
Methodist  Communications  can  proceed 
with  plans  to  close  offices  in  Evanston, 


Ill.,  and  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  move  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  completed  during  1986. 

Also  approved  by  the  council  was  a 
loan  of  $520,000  to  UMCom  to  enlarge 
the  communications  agency’s  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Nashville.  In  addition  to  that 
loan,  the  council  agreed  to  lend  UMCom 
$350,000  to  buy  equipment  for  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  television  production  studio  in  the 
Nashville  building. 

UM  minister  receives 
religious  freedom  award 

COPENHAGEN— The  International 
Association  of  Scientologists  recently 
presented  its  first  international  religious 
freedom  award  to  the  Rev.  Franklin  Lit- 
tell,  United  Methodist  minister  and  a 
professor  of  religion  at  Temple  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Philadelphia. 

The  award  consists  of  a  $25,000  dona¬ 
tion  to  the  Hamlin  Institute,  dedicated  to 
studies  in  religious  liberty  and  persecu¬ 
tion  and  headed  in  Philadelphia  by  Dr. 
Littell. 

A  Church  of  Scientology  spokesman 
said  this  is  believed  to  be  the  first  inter¬ 
national  award  for  religious  freedom. 

UM-supported  children’s 
hospital  rated  highly 

TOLEDO,  Ohio— A  survey  by  the  In¬ 
ternational  Hospital  Federation  has 
named  United  Methodist-supported 
Grace  Children’s  Hospital  in  Port-au- 
Prince,  Haiti,  as  one  of  14  outstanding 


hospitals  in  the  world  providing  primary 
health  care. 

The  survey  was  funded  by  the  W.  F. 
Kellogg  Founndation.  The  14  hospitals 
honored  were  chosen  from  more  than  400 
that  returned  preliminary  question¬ 
naires. 

Grace  Children’s  Hospital  is  one  of 
two  health  agencies  funded  in  Haiti  by 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
Advance  Specials.  Crusade  Against  Tu¬ 
berculosis/Community  Health  is  the  oth¬ 
er.  Both  are  related  to 'International 
Child  Care  in  Toledo. 


Morningside  College 
Why  Settle  For  Less? 

United  Methodist,  coed,  1,500  stu¬ 
dents,  40  fields  of  study,  92%  receive 
financial  aid,  excellent  grad  school  it 
job  placement,  NCAA  Division  II 
sports,  internships,  study  abroad  pro¬ 
grams,  honors  program,  special 
scholarships  for  United  Methodists. 


call  toll  free 
(800)  352-4931 
in  Iowa,  or 
(800  )  831-0806 
in  all  other  states 
Morningside 
College 

Sioux  City,  Iowa 
51106 


Since  1894 


MORMNG9K 

COLLEGE 


Put  Your  Money 
Where  Your  Faith  Is 

When  you  buy  an  Individual  Retirement 
Account  through  the  United  Methodist  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund,  you  build  for  your  own  retirement  and 
receive  9.5%*  interest  per  annum.  You  also  cut 
your  1985  taxes. 

At  the  same  time  your  investment  makes 
possible  low-interest  loans  to  build  churches. 

What  is  a  church?  It’s  a  place  to  worship  our 
Creator  God;  it’s  a  center  for  evangelism;  it’s  a 
blessed  space  to  “equip  the  saints  for  the  work 
of  ministry.” 

Buy  an  IRA— Build  a  Church!  Write  for  more 
information. 

•Effective  annual  yield,  9.73%. 


UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  320,  B1 
New  York,  NY  10115 


NAME 


i 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


Phone  Number _ 

The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where  the  fund  Is  exempt  or 
Call  collect  or  wnte  for  a  free  Prospectus  and  further  information  (Phone  212-870-3856.) 
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Data  show  Soviet  religion  persists 


Sources  estimate  36  percent  of  population  affiliated  with  church 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third 
land  last  in  a  series  on  churches  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union,  written  and  photographed  by 
;a  freelance  journalist  who  participated 
^n  a  National  Council  of  Churches  tour  of 
,the  U.S.S.R,  last  August. 

i 

By  IVAN  KAUFFMAN 
J  Religious  News  Service 

I  WASHINGTON— Statistics  from  the 
Soviet  Union  are  only  approximate  at 
£>est,  and  those  relating  to  religion  are 
^specially  inexact.  Many  are  little  more 
Jthan  educated  guesses,  but  they  do  give 
£ome  sense  of  the  extent  to  which  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  has  persisted  in  the  Soviet 
jUnion  in  spite  of  extensive  persecution 
Jand  continued  official  hostility. 

J  Figures  taken  from  the  World  Chris¬ 
tian  Encyclopedia  (Oxford  University 
;Press,  1982)  and  from  other  standard  ref¬ 
erence  sources  show  the  total  Christian 
^population  in  the  Soviet  Union— that  is, 
;those  affiliated  with  some  organized 
•church— at  96.7  million.  This  is  about  36 
‘percent  of  the  total  population  of  268 
;million.  If  Moslem  areas  of  the  Soviet 
;Uhion  are  excluded,  the  figure  rises  to 
‘40-45  percent. 

;  There  are  an  estimated  88,000  congre¬ 
gations  and  parishes  conducting  regular 
-services,  some  legally  as  registered  or¬ 
ganizations  in  church  buildings  and  oth¬ 
ers  illegally  as  unregistered  churches, 
io^ten  in  homes  or  other  non-public 


the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  1,000th  anniversary  in  1988.  It  is 
an  independent  part  of  the  Orthodox 
communion,  affiliated  with  the  patriarch 
of  Constantinople,  and  is  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 


Denominations  range  from  Russian 
Orthodox,  by  far  the  largest,  to  tiny  sects 
and  loosely  organized  “radio  churches.” 

A  total  of  152  separate  denominations 
have  been  identified. 

The  Russian  Orthodox  Church’s  cur¬ 
rent  baptized  membership  is  estimated 
at  60  to  70  million,  about  one-third  of  the 
population  in  the  traditionally  Christian 
areas.  Some  5,100  Russian  Orthodox 
churches  are  open,  organized  into  63  dio¬ 
ceses.  The  church  is  headed  by  Patriarch 
Pimen,  who  has  a  large  headquarters 
staff  of  several  hundred  in  Moscow.  It 
operates  three  seminaries,  a  publishing 
house  and  about  20  monasteries  and  con¬ 
vents. 

Orthodoxy  came  to  Russia  in  988,  and 

Violence 
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LENINGRAD— Typical  of  the 
new  generation  entering  the  Ortho¬ 
dox  clergy,  this  young  priest  symbol¬ 
izes  the  religious  revival  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  He  stands  in  front  of 
Leningrad’s  Orthodox  cathedral. 


Third  in  a  series 

The  Armenian  Apostolic  Church 
claims  direct  descent  from  one  of 
Christ’s  12  disciples,  and  the  Armenian 
people  claim  to  be  the  first  Christian  na¬ 
tion  in  history.  There  are  some  1.4  mil¬ 
lion  members  in  89  parishes  organized 
into  six  dioceses.  Although  similar  to  the 
Orthodox  in  many  ways,  it  is  not  part  of 
the  Orthodox  communion. 

The  Georgian  Orthodox  Church  is  an 
autonomous  part  of  the  Orthodox  com¬ 
munion  located  in  the  Georgian  republic 
on  the  Soviet  Union’s  southern  border. 
Current  membership  is  estimated  at 
800,000  in  80  parishes.  There  are  four  dio¬ 
ceses  and  a  seminary. 

There  are  a  number  of  dissident  Ortho¬ 
dox  groups,  numbering  several  million 
adherents,  although  exact  definitions  and 
figures  are  almost  impossible  to  deter¬ 
mine. 

Roman  Catholics  in  the  Soviet  Union 
number  about  4.5  million,  located  largely 
in  the  Ukraine  and  other  areas  along  the 
Polish  border,  and  in  the  Baltic  states  of 
Latvia  and  Lithuania,  which  were  an¬ 
nexed  by  the  Soviet  Union  after  World 
War  II.  There  are  an  estimated  1,000  par¬ 
ishes  open,  organized  into  25  dioceses, 
most  of  them  headed  by  bishops  and 
archbishops  appointed  by  Rome.  Two 
seminaries  are  in  operation. 

In  addition  there  are  about  3.5  million 
Byzantine  Rite  Catholics  from  the 
Ukraine  who  were  forced  to  join  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  Church  after  World  War  II 
but  who  still  consider  themselves  Catho¬ 
lics. 

Baptists  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  esti¬ 
mated  at  1.8  million  baptized  members. 
If  children  and  unbaptized  adherents  are 
added  the  number  would  be  considerably 
higher.  Founded  by  German  missionaries 
in  the  late  19th  century,  the  movement 
has  grown  rapidly,  and  there  are  an  esti¬ 
mated  4,000  congregations  across  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  today. 

Together  with  another  1,500  evangeli¬ 
cal  and  Mennonite  congregations  these 
churches  are  organized  into  the  Union  of 
Evangelical  Christians-Baptists,  with 


How  does  church  react  to  family  violence? 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DALLAS— How  does  the  church  react 
to  the  story  of  a  battered  woman  or  a 
family  member  who  lives  with  violence 
in  the  home? 

“Family  Secrets  — Will  the  Church 
Rreajk  the  Silence  on  Family  Violence?” 
was  discussed  by  psychotherapists,  at¬ 
torneys,  teachers,  clergy  and  laity  dur¬ 
ing  the  1985  Women’s  Week  at  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  recently. 

Mary  Pellauer,  former  professor  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York 
City,  has  done  extensive  work  with  bat¬ 
tered  women  and  is  writing  a  book  on 
the  spiritual  crisis  of  violence  against 
women. 

Hid  violence  from  pastor 

She  recalled  her  own  experience  with 
family  violence.  “When  the  pastor  came 
to  call,  we  told  him  everything  was  fine, 
just  fine.  The  violence  in  our  home  was 
certainly  a  family  secret.  The  pastor 
probably  did  not  have  the  skills  and 
training  to  notice  the  signs  of  violence  or 
to  bring  our  family  secret  into  the  light 
of  day. 

“As  soon  as  I  could,  I  left  and  went  to 
college  in  the  1960s.  I  learned  to  forget 
how  I  had  lived  and  tried  to  become 
someone  else.  Now,  20  years  later,  I 
remain  ‘estranged’  from  my  family.’’ 

She  said  she  heard  stories  in  graduate 
school  about  violent  families,  and,  after 
several  months,  remembered  her  own 
past. 

“I  saw  pictures  in  the  back  of  my  head 
of  my  father  in  the  kitchen  with  a  knife 


or  baseball  bat.  Slowly  I  realized  that  I 
had  lived  in  a  violent  home,”  said  Dr. 
Pellauer. 

“Memories  were  deeply  painful,  very 
scary.  The  family  secret  had  been  hidden 
so  successfully  I  had  been  able  to  hide  it 
from  myself.” 

Only  when  she  began  therapy  could 
she  work  through  the  pervasive  and  ac¬ 
tive  processes  of  repression  and  denial 
and  see  the  consequence  in  her  psyche 
and  spirit,  she  added. 

Dr.  Pellauer  said  for  many  families 
the  silence  has  been  broken.  Battered 
wives  can  get  help  through  24-hour  hot¬ 
lines,  shelters,  counseling  services,  sup¬ 
port  groups,  job  training  and  placement 
programs.  At  least  500  shelters  are 
available  across  the  country. 

'Sin  of  apathy’  possible 

Dr.  Lois  Gehr  Livezey,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Princeton  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  said  that  if  the  church  is  to 
overcome  the  sin  of  apathy,  it  must  fo¬ 
cus  not  only  on  the  victims’  survival  and 
healing  but  on  changing  the  world  in 
which  victims  are  endangered. 

“We  need  a  congregational  conscious¬ 
ness.  We  must  be  concerned  with  the 
prevention  of  sexual  and  family  violence 
as  well  as  its  treatment,”  Dr.  Livezey 
said.  She  referred  to  Christian  traditions 
calling  on  women  to  bear  their  crosses 
with  patience  and  remember  their  duties 
before  God  to  please  their  husbands. 

Keeping  the  silence  results  from  the 
patriarchal  point  of  view  that  “a  man’s 
home  is  his  castle”  and  that  the  home  is 
the  sphere  of  man’s  regal  sovereignty  in 


an  otherwise  democratic  world,  she  added. 

“We  identify  justice  with  the  imper¬ 
sonal  relations  of  the  public  world,”  she 
added.  “Sometimes  the  home  is  a  haven 
from  the  law  and  the  democratic  values 
of  equality  and  freedom.” 

Dr.  Livezey  called  for  reinterpretation 
of  the  essential  relation  between  love 
and  justice  as  an  alternative  to  the  web 
of  love,  power  and  violence  characteriz¬ 
ing  much  family  life. 

“When  we  ignore  violence  by  calling  it 
a  ‘private  matter,’  we  protect  it,”  she  said. 

She  urged  churches  and  seminaries  to 
lead  in  breaking  the  cycle  by: 

•  finding  ways  to  eliminate  violence, 
especially  on  television; 

•  teaching  families  how  to  deal  with 
conflict,  especially  through  premarital 
counseling; 

•offering  courses  about  family  vio¬ 
lence  and  sexual  harassment. 

“Churches  are  responsible  for  chang¬ 
ing  the  world,  which  requires  dealing 
with  the  structures,  dynamics  and  sym¬ 
bols  of  our  social  order,”  Dr.  Livezey 
said. 

Louise  Raggio,  Dallas  attorney  and 
past  chairperson  of  the  Family  Law  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  American  Bar  Association, 
said  she  originally  saw  family  violence 
as  a  problem  of  families  of  the  lower 
economic  level  but  came  to  realize  it  ex¬ 
ists  in  families  of  all  economic  levels 
and  professions. 

“Many  changes  have  taken  place  in 
the  law,”  she  said.  “However,  we  have  a 
long  way  to  go.  We  will  not  find  answers 
in  family  codes  or  jail  but  in  educa¬ 
tion.” 


History  of  Hymns 

I  Legend  says  angels  first  sang  rejoice! 


S  Good  Christian  men,  rejoice 
t  With  heart  and  soul  and  voice! 

!  Give  ye  heed  to  what  we  say: 

Jesus  Christ  is  bom  today. 

Man  and  beast  before  him  bow, 

And  he  is  in  the  manger  now: 

Christ  is  bom  today. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
This  is  a  free  rendering  of  a  14th  cen¬ 
tury  carol  made  up  of  Latin  and  German 
lines.  According  to  legend,  Heinrich 
Suso,  a  Dominican  monk,  heard  angels 
sing  this  song.  In  his  excitement,  he 
joined  the  angels  in  a  heavenly  dance. 

The  carol  came  out  of  an  era  when  the 
practice  of  using  the  language  of  the 
people  in  sacred  song  was  just  beginning. 
Adding  lines  in  the  people’s  language  to 
the  Latin  texts  of  the  Church  was  a  de¬ 
vice  used  by  early  reformers  of  Chris- 
l  tian  song. 

J  Leonard  Ellinwood,  eminent  Ameri- 
l  can  hymnologist,  tells  of  a  gathering  at 
the  Moravian  Mission  in  Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania,  on  Sept.  14,  1745,  where 
the  mission  diary  records  the  singing  of 
"Good  Christian  Men,  Rejoice”  simulta¬ 
neously  in  13  languages,  European  and 
Indian. 

Our  English  version  was  made  by 
John  Mason  Neale  in  1853  and  published 
that  year  in  London.  Neale,  ordained  in 
the  Church  of  England,  was  then  in 
charge  of  a  church-supported  home  for 
indigent  men  located  in  East  Grinstead, 
England.  Through  his  skill  in  making 


singable  translations,  he  made  a  signifi¬ 
cant  contribution  to  Christian  song. 

The  music  of  the  carol  dates  from  the 
14th  century.  Its  name  “In  Dulci  Jubilo” 
means  "in  sweet  shouting,”  and  the  carol 
should  be  sung  with  great  joy. 

The  final  lines  of  the  carol  point  out 


the  trutn  tnat  Christ  brings  salvation  to 
all  and  that  his  invitation 
Calls  you  one  and  calls  you  all, 

To  gain  his  everlasting  hall. 

Christ  was  bom  to  save! 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Go,  Tell  It  on  the  Mountain” 


Dear  Deborah 


Pastors  deserve  loyalty 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  read  your  articles  by  people 
critical  of  their  ministers.  I  felt  I  had  to 
write  to  say  I  feel  very  blessed  to  have 
the  pastors  we  have  guiding  our  congre¬ 
gation. 

Both  are  equal  pastors  and  very  dif¬ 
ferent.  Together  they  provide  for  the 
needs  of  a  large  urban  congregation  with 
a  divergent  membership,  and  everyone  I 
have  talked  to  feels  tremendous  loyalty 
toward  these  pastors. 

Together  they  have  helped  this  church 
minister  to  other  churches,  have  helped 
this  church  thrive,  and  have  shown  a 
true  commitment  to  God.  Throughout  all 
this  they  have  been  able  to  minister  to 
individuals  through  excellent  sermons 
and  articles  and  individual  counseling. 

I  am  a  relatively  new  member  of  the 
church  and  thought  this  unity  was  aver¬ 
age  but  since  have  realized  that  it’s  a 
two-way  street:  Pastors  that  transmit 
the  beauty  of  God’s  Grace  and  love  and  a 


congregation  anxious  to  follow  God’s  word. 

Grace  B. 

P.S.:  I  hope  others  can  see  themselves 
in  this  letter  and  that  they  feel  the  grati¬ 
tude  I  feel  toward  my  church  home. 

Dear  Grace : 

Great  to  hear  from  you,  but  have 
you  told  your  pastors  how  you  feel? 
I  sincerely  hope  so.  And  I  have  not 
given  the  name  of  the  city  or  church 
you  write  about  because  I  hope  ev¬ 
ery  worthy  minister  believes  your 
letter  was  written  about  him/her!  It 
is  healing  and  good  to  hear  from 
people  like  yourself  who  know  how 
to  express  GOOD  NEWS. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


headquarters  in  Moscow.  In  addition 
there  are  probably  well  over  a  million 
Baptists  who  are  not  affiliated  with  reg¬ 
istered  churches  and  who  meet  illegally. 

Lutherans  are  found  almost  exclusive¬ 
ly  in  the  Baltic  republics  of  Latvia,  Lith¬ 
uania  and  Estonia,  where  they  number 
some  650,000  in  431  parishes.  They  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  World  Federa¬ 
tion.  Some  50,000  ethnic  German  Luther¬ 
ans  have  also  been  identified  elsewhere 
in  the  U.S.S.R. 

Other  Protestant  groups  include  the 
Reformed  Church,  about  120,000  mem¬ 
bers  in  90  congregations  in  the  border 
areas  near  Hungary,  and  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Estonia,  with  about  4,000 
members  in  14  congregations. 

Mennonites  came  to  the  Ukraine  from 
Germany  in  the  18th  century.  About 
140,000  of  their  descendants  remain,  wor¬ 
shipping  in  about  100  legal  congregations 
and  an  unknown  number  of  illegal  con¬ 
gregations  scattered  across  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Pentecostal  membership  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  estimate  due  to  their  loose 
form  of  organization  and  the  clandestine 
nature  of  many  congregations.  Esti¬ 
mates  in  the  range  of  150,000  to  200,000, 
with  some  900  to  1,000  congregations, 
have  been  made. 

Seventh-day  Adventists  number  some 
100,000  in  834  churches  in  the  Ukraine, 
Siberia  and  Central  Asia. 

Radio  churches  are  a  unique  phenome¬ 
non.  Some  200  hours  of  religious  broad¬ 
casting  is  beamed  into  the  Soviet  Union 
each  week  from  the  West  by  organiza¬ 
tions  ranging  from  the  Vatican  to  inde¬ 
pendent  Pentecostal  groups.  One 
estimate  is  that  as  many  as  1.6  million 
believers  have  formed  themselves  into 
unregistered  groups  which  meet  in 
homes  and  other  places  to  listen  together 
to  such  broadcasts.  As  many  as  40,000 
may  exist. 
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The 
of  Christmas 

By  IDA  M.  PARDUE 

Because  so  many  of  its  customs 
were  pre-Christian,  to  hold  Christmas 
was  forbidden  in  Scotland  in  1583, 
abolished  in  1647  by  the  Puritans,  and 
made  a  penal  offense  by  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  in  1659. 

Even  mince  meat  pies  were  illegal 
in  early  New  England. 

The  very  first  Christmas  pies, 
baked  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII,  were 
oblong  instead  of  round,  because  they 
were  supposed  to  represent  the  man¬ 
ger.  The  filling  symbolized  the  many 
gifts  of  the  Magi  to  the  Christ  child. 

When  images  of  the  baby  Jesus  be¬ 
gan  to  decorate  the  tops  of  the  pies, 
they  were  outlawed. 

Christmas  did  not  become  legal  in  the 
United  States  until  the  19th  century. 

Ida  Pardue  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Big  Bear  Lake,  Calif. 


Book  Review 

Parables  based 
on  true  stories 

“There  is  Still  Love,”  by  Malachi  Martin; 
Ballentine  Books,  New  York.  $2.95.  199 
pages,  paperback. 

By  C.E.  PEEPLES 

Malachi  Martin  is  an  imaginative  and 
interesting  writer.  His  approach  is  all  his 
own.  He  tells  five  parables  based  on  true 
stories. 

A  disillusioned  prostitute  was  redi¬ 
rected  by  a  visit  from  Mary  of  Magdala. 

A  married  couple  that  seemed  to  have 
a  perfect  marriage  drifted  apart  until  a 
“Grand  Canyon"  separated  them.  Bible 
characters,  Aquila  and  Priscilla,  pointed 
the  way  to  bridge  the  chasm. 

A  promising  college  student  thought, 
why  not  try  everything,  and  ended  up  in 
a  suicide  attempt.  He  then  met  the  disci¬ 
ple  John  and  learned  the  meaning  of 
love. 

A  man  whose  family  was  a  recipient 
of  part  of  a  well-run,  prosperous  compa¬ 
ny  was  horrified  when  his  nephew 
merged  it  with  a  cut-throat  one  that  laid 
off  trusted  employees.  The  enraged  man 
remembered  that  Jesus  suffered  a  great¬ 
er  betrayal. 

Finally,  a  minister  of  a  church  that 
had  grown  under  his  long  pastorate  was 
moved  to  a  larger  neighborhood  church 
named  John  the  Baptist.  The  preacher 
was  failing  and  finally  realized  he  was 
failing  because  he  was  preaching  to 
please  a  worldly  congregation.  He 
changed  and  began  preaching  like  John 
the  Baptist  of  old  and  gradually  brought 
the  members  back  to  church. 

Author  Martin  apparently  makes  no 
distinction  between  the  historical  Jesus 
and  the  Risen  Christ.  He  dismisses  the 
idea  of  preaching  the  social  gospel  or 
preaching  on  any  issue  that  might  have  a 
political  connotation. 

However,  if  you  feel  lonely  in  God’s 
world,  feel  that  what  you  do  doesn’t  mat¬ 
ter,  think  that  our  complex  society  is 
growing  more  impersonal  and  is  gradu¬ 
ally  changing  your  name  to  a  statistic, 
and  wish  a  more  personal  faith,  this  book 
is  for  you.  The  author  has  an  unshaken 
conviction  that  there  is  still  love  and 
that  God’s  love  can  change  your  life. 

Malachi  Martin  is  a  fascinating  writ¬ 
er.  The  book  is  so  interestingly  written 
that  your  greatest  difficulty  will  be  to 
stop  before  you  have  finished  reading  the 
entire  book. 

C.E.  Peeples  is  chairman  of  the  per¬ 
manent  endowment  committee  at  Lon 
Morris  College,  Jacksonville,  Texas. 
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Human  Christmas  tree 


BEL  AIR,  Md. — Faces  of  110  choir  members  make  up  the  “ornaments”  on 
this  Christmas  tree  at  Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church  in  Bel.Air.  Choir  members 
are  on  platforms  rising  in  10  tiers  behind  artificial  greenery  and  1,800  lights. 
The  35-foot  tree  cost  $10,000  and  took  2,000  hours  to  put  together. 


Two  major  TV  evangelists 
face  outsiders’  challenges 


Compiled  From  Religious  News  Service 

Two  of  religious  television’s  most 
powerful  figures  are  facing  substantial 
challenges  from  outside  groups. 

Evangelist  Jim  Bakker  and  his  PTL 
television  ministry  are  fighting  two  law¬ 
suits  and  laying  off  employees  due  to 
problems  in  their  rapid  expansion. 

The  Rev.  Pat  Robertson  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Broadcasting  Network  is  the  target 
,  of  an  attempt  by  an  organization  known 
as  People  for  the  American  Way  to  place 
ads  on  television  criticizing  Mr.  Robert¬ 
son.  Mr.  Robertson  is  reported  consider¬ 
ing  a  candidacy  as  a  1988  U.S. 
presidential  contender. 

The  Charlotte  (N.C.)  Observer  has  re¬ 
ported  the  PTL  television  ministry  has 
laid  off  400  of  its  2,500  employees. 

Mr.  Bakker 's  Charlotte-based  Chris¬ 
tian  TV  ministry,  whose  holdings  include 
a  satellite  broadcasting  network  and  a 
theme  park,  has  also  halted  production 
of  several  of  its  television  programs, 
PTL  employees  said. 

PTL  has  spent  almost  $9  million  in  the 
past  two  years  to  add  land  to  its  2,300- 
acre  Heritage  USA  complex,  a  Christian 
theme  park,  retreat  and  vacation  center 
near  Charlotte. 

In  one  lawsuit  pending,  PTL  is  being 
sued  for  failure  to  close  by  Oct.  1  as 
agreed  on  a  deal  to  buy  a  $1.2  million  par¬ 
cel  of  land  owned  by  a  trust. 

The  second  suit,  in  York  County,  S.C., 
alleges  that  Mr.  Bakker  broke  an  agree¬ 
ment  for  PTL  to  buy  Beacon  Knoll 
Farms,  on  131  acres  located  near  Heri¬ 
tage  USA.  That  transaction  was  to  have 
been  closed  by  Oct.  15. 

Mr.  Robertson,  best  known  for  his 
show  "The  700  Club,”  is  under  attack  for 


opposing  economic  sanctions  against 
South  Africa. 

He  has  said  on  his  show  that  such 
sanctions  against  the  white-minority- 
ruled  nation  would  only  hurt  the  coun¬ 
try’s  black  majority  and  weaken  the 
government’s  resistance  to  possible 
communist  insurgency  movements. 

People  for  the  American  Way  is  a  lib¬ 
eral  watchdog  group  that  closely  moni¬ 
tors  TV  evangelists. 

It  recently  persuaded  nearly  50  televi¬ 
sion  stations  to  air  its  criticism  ot  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Fal well’s  statements  of  sup¬ 
port  for  the  government  of  South  Africa. 

It  now  is  offering  more  than  130  TV 
stations  which  broadcast  "The  700  Club” 
a  two-minute  rebuttal  of  Mr.  Robert¬ 
son's  statements.  The  program  claims 
an  audience  of  28.7  million. 


Poem  of  the  week 

Good  News 

Rejoice  and  sing 

as  angels  of  good  news  so  long  ago. 
Rejoice  and  sing 

as  Mary  sang  a  sweet  lullaby  of  old. 

Rejoice  and  sing.  Let  carols  ring 
above  the  cries  of  hunger. 

Let  hymns  and  anthems  praise  His  name 
beyond  the  sounds  of  warfare. 

Listen  as  bells  of  Christmas  ring. 

Listen  as  little  children  sing. 

Young  and  old  join  hands  in  love 
remembering  the  news  that  Christ  is 
here. 

Rejoice  and  sing. 

-BETSY  KENNEDY 


Anglican  bishop  wants  theology 
to  face  ‘everyday  needs,’  despair 

From  Religious  News  Service  Christians  must  take  responsibility  for 


STIRLING,  Scotland— The  controver¬ 
sial  Anglican  Bishop  David  Jenkins  re¬ 
cently  continued  his  campaign  for  a 
“new  form  of  theology”  during  a  lecture 
in  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

Bishop  Jenkins  of  Durham,  England, 
has  spoken  recently  of  people  feeling  worth¬ 
less  in  a  disintegrating  Britain  where  de¬ 
spair  is  replacing  hope  and  has  advocated 
a  new  form  of  theology  which  addresses 
itself  to  people’s  everyday  needs. 

His  line  of  thinking,  he  admitted, 
would  lead  religion  into  the  political  are¬ 
na,  but  he  justified  such  activity  because 
he  said  it  arose  from  a  desire  to  serve 
God  and  not  any  party  or  political  creed. 

Church  pensions 
tax  plan  attacked 

From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  — A  proposal  before 
Congress  to  tax  church  pension  boards 
would  amount  to  taxing  the  churches 
themselves,  says  James  M.  Dunn,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs. 

The  proposal  is  part  of  the  tax  reform 
bill  endorsed  by  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Committee. 

Dr.  Dunn  charged  that  "this  legislative 
tinkering  with  time-tested  principles  of 
church-state  separation  flies  in  the  face 
of  the  First  Amendment  and  signals  an 
abandonment  of  the  basic  American  con¬ 
cept  that  the  church  should  not  be  re¬ 
quired  to  support  the  state." 


“rescuing  and  promoting”  the  worth  of 
individuals,  Bishop  Jenkins  said.  “It  is 
becoming  clearer  and  clearer  that,  if 
you  are  unemployed,  you  do  not  count,” 
he  said.  The  social  security  system  also 
served  to  deliver  a  message  to  people 
that  they  did  not  belong,  the  bishop  as¬ 
serted. 

He  described  Britain  as  on  the  way  to 
becoming  a  divided  nation  and  said  he  is 
skeptical  of  responding  to  violence  and 
unrest  with  more  efficient  law  and  order. 


Chicagoans  erect 
disputed  creche 

From  Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO— The  Chicago  city  coun¬ 
cil  has  voted  to  display  its  Christmas 
creche  in  city  hall  despite  a  lawsuit 
filed  by  a  coalition  of  Jewish  groups. 
The  cost  of  displaying  the  creche  is 
being  paid  by  several  unions  and  will 
not  involve  public  money. 

The  city  council  voted  43-2  to  follow 
the  45-year-old  tradition  of  displaying 
the  creche  despite  the  lawsuit.  Two 
Jewish  aldermen  voted  against  the 
action. 

Sylvia  Neil,  Midwest  legal  director 
for  the  American  Jewish  Congress, 
said,  "We  feel  strongly  that  religious 
symbols  placed  at  the  center  of  gov¬ 
ernment  over  a  long  period  of  time  is 
an  endorsement  of  that  religion  by  a 
government.” 
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Charles  F.  Bean 
500  LaBauve 
Plaquemine,  LA  70764 
504-687-3504 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Cabinet 
Representative 
P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA  71273 
H.318-251-2690  0.318-255-2041 

Earl  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 
P.O.  Box  806 
Amite,  LA  71422 
504-748-8138 

Joe  Crouch 
407  Pine  Grove  Dr. 

Pineville,  LA  71301 
318-443-2772 

Lewis  Love,  Chairman 
P.O.  Box  1219 
Ruston,  LA  71273-1219 
318-255-7912  SPORT  318-226-8610 

Mike  John,  Jr.,  Treasurer 
P.  0.  Box  1152 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
0.318-323-2014  H.318-322-6473 

Mrs.  Alonzo  Campbell 
4533  Mendez  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70126 

O. 504-282-7238  H.504-242-1567 

Ms.  Jane  Pardue 

P. O.  Box  41 
Vivian,  LA  71082 
318-378-4412 

Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 
212  Belle  Chasse  Hwy.  N. 

Belle  Chasse,  LA  70037-2512 
504-394-1976  H.504-394-3722 


Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
P.O.  Box  148 
Clinton,  LA  70722 
504-683-5472  H.504-683-8135 

Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 
Vinton  UMC 
Vinton,  LA  70668 
318-589-3782  H.318-589-3782 

Rev.  Tracy  Arnold 
2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 
0.318-443-5696  H.318-473-2203 

Thomas  Knight 
320  Austin 
Bogalusa,  LA  70427 
504-732-9400 

Rev.  Dan  Tohline 
3401  Canal 

New  Orleans,  LA  70119 
0.504-837-0088  H.504-488-0856 

Rev.  John  Scott-Welch 
907  Canal  St. 

Plaquemine  70764 

O. 504-687-2384  H.504-687-4005 

Mrs.  Paul  White 
700  Windermere 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 
318-443-1349 

Mary  Margaret  Ban- 
200  Fairfield  Drive 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

Cliff  Williams 

P. O.  Box  1385 
Jena,  LA  71342 
0.318-992-4111  H.318-992-8544 


PROGRAMS 

Please  note,  if  your  church  or  group  needs  a  program  or  someone  to  supply  the 
pulpit;  the  Director  or  some  member  of  the  Board  is  available.  We  also,  have  a  thirty 
minute  video  cassette. 


Home  In  Bernice 


Rev.  John  and  Dixie  Oldham  will  occupy  this  lovely  home  in  Bernice  in  June.  They 
have  entered  into  a  50/50  purchase  agreement  with  the  Board. 


A  New  Direction 


The  Board  will  continue  to  provide 
housing  for  our  Retired  Ministers  and 
their  spouses.  This  will  always  be  our 
number  one  job.  However,  paying  cash 
for  a  home  at  the  time  of  retirement  is 
the  most  expensive  way  of  providing  re¬ 
tirement  homes.  Given  the  current  tax 
advantage  of  owning  a  house  it  is  to  the 
advantage  of  every  minister  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  to  invest  in  housing  now.  Tax 
savings  will  actually  pay  for  a  house  and 


if  that  house  is  rented  can  put  dollars  in 
the  minister’s  pocket.  We  are  currently 
exploring  this  possibility  with  a  number 
of  our  ministers.  It  is  our  intent  to  meet 
with  every  minister  in  the  conference 
and  provide  counsel  and  advice.  It  is 
gratifying  to  learn  that  a  number  of  min¬ 
isters  already  own  one  or  more  homes 
which  they  are  renting.  It  is  our  hope 
that  every  minister  in  the  conference 
will  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity. 


Board  Member  Changes 


Rev.  James  L.  Adams  was  appointed 
as  Executive  Director  of  the  Board, 
Lewis  Love  of  Ruston  was  elected  Chair¬ 
man  in  his  stead.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Cochran  of 
Ruston’s  term  expired  and  requested 
that  she  not  be  reelected.  New  members 
elected  were  Rev.  Dan  Tohline  of  FUMC 
New  Orleans,  Rev.  Dick  Scott-Welch  of 
;  Plaquemine,  Mrs.  Paul  White  of  Alexan¬ 


dria  and  Cliff  Williams  of  Jena.  We  are 
saddened  to  report  the  death  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  Langford.  Miss  Elizabeth  had 
been  a  long  time  member  of  the  Board 
and  for  the  last  several  years  was  an 
Honorary  Life  Member  of  the  Board.  She 
was  a  valued  member  of  the  Board  and  a 
friend  to  many  of  you  across  the  confer¬ 
ence.  She  will  be  missed. 


Thirty  years  ago,  the  Rev.  James 
Grambling  in  the  Methodist  Conference 
had  an  IDEA  that  was  to  become  an 
IDEAL. 

It  was  a  CONCERN  that  became  a 
CAUSE  .  .  .  a  DREAM  THAT  ULTI¬ 
MATELY  BECAME  A  DESTINY.  It  was 
a  Twig  that  has  grown  into  a  Tree  that 
now  shelters  the  human  and  physical 
lives  of  some  35  wonderful  people  who 
have  a  sense  of  security  that  they  might 
not  otherwise  have  had. 

Within  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers’  Homes  Board,  Inc.  was 
chartered  as  a  religious  non-profit  cor¬ 
poration  with  a  goal  of  building  and  pro¬ 
viding  homes  for  qualified  Retired 
Ministers  who  had  labored  long  in  their 


years  of  service. 

During  all  of  these  years,  the  pleasure 
and  privilege  of  serving  this  Board  as 
Treasurer  has  brought  a  spiritual  bless¬ 
ing  into  my  stewardship.  It  is  with  a 
grateful  heart  that  it  has  been  my  honor 
to  serve  under  the  appointment  of  all 
prior  Bishops,  as  I  render  free  time  and 
talent  in  my  position  on  the  Board. 

I  would  be  amiss  if  mention  was  not 
made  of  the  overt  thrust  and  complete 
backing  the  Board  received  from  former 
Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  who  early  rec¬ 
ognized  the  success  of  the  Board  and  its 
growth.  A  like  mention  goes  to  our  pre¬ 
sent  Walter  Underwood  who  has  already 
stated  that  it  is  his  purpose  to  see  that 
every  Retired  Minister  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  might  some  day  have  the  op¬ 


Present  Occupants  of 

Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

Alexandria  District 

Alexandria 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry 

(8) 

Natchitoches 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Abe  Conerly 

(5) 

Pineville 

Mrs.  George  W.  Dameron 

(25) 

Baton  Rouge  —  Hammond  District 

Amite 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Will  Finnin 

(8) 

Baton  Rouge 

Mrs.  Luman  Douglas 

(K) 

Baton  Rouge 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson 

(10) 

Hammond 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Messer 

(4) 

Baton  Rouge  —  Lafayette  District 

Lafayette 

Mrs.  Robert  Bently 

(17) 

Lafayette 

Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 

(4) 

Franklin 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley 

(11) 

Plaquemine 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Percy  Emanuel 

(6) 

LAKE  CHARLES 

Moss  Bluff 

Own  Property 

1  West  Lake 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Mimms 

(2) 

Monroe  District 

'  £  ••>!. 

Rayville 

Vacant 

Rayville 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Jack  Midyett 

(9) 

Monroe-St.  Paul’s 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Patton 

(4) 

West  Monroe 

Joe  Robinson 

(9) 

New  Orleans  —  Hou 

nia  District 

Aurora  Gardens 

Mrs.  Alvin  Smith 

(15) 

New  Orleans  —  Slidell  District 

Slidell 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor 

(9) 

Ponchatoula 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Burl  Dampier 

(5) 

Ruston  District 

Minden 

Mrs.  Paul  Durbin 

(17) 

Minden,  Lakeview 

Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Milem 

(5) 

Homer 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Cleburne  Quaid 

(7) 

RUSTON 

Mrs.  Frank  Lankford  and  Daughter 

(12) 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Roy  Garrett 

(3) 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Otis  Spinks 

(20) 

Mrs.  Ralph  Cain 

(10) 

Mrs.  Mildred  Walker 

Home 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire 

(1) 

Apartments: 

!  i 

Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 

(2) 

II 

Vacant 

III 

Mrs.  Crotwell’s  daughter 

(4) 

IV 

Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 

(6) 

1  V 

Mrs.  Ober  Fader 

(3) 

VI 

Reverend  Collins  Pinkard 

(1) 

Shreveport  District 

Belcher 

Vacant 

Bossier  City 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Fred  Schwindimann 

(1) 

Bossier  City 

Mrs.  Pearl  McKay 

(17) 

Bossier  City 

Mrs.  Leon  Scott 

(8) 

Mansfield 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  George  Harbuck 

(7) 

Vivian 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter 

(2) 

Coushatta 

Vacant 

Memorials  for  1 985 

To: 

From: 

Rev.  Luman  Douglas 

t  Erma  Adams 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum 

Lewis  B.  Gannaway 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Gannaway 

Willie  F.  Hartline 

Mrs.  W.  F.  (Florence)  Harthne 

Elizabeth  Langford 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Terral  T.  Lowe 

Erma  Adams 

Miss  Elizabeth  Lowery 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Kelly  and  Sybil 

Ester  M.  Sarver 

Rev.  Frank  Lankford 

Erma  Adams 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton 

Peggy  Chancellor  LeMaire 

Erma  Adams 

Rev.  Lewis  Milem 

Shreveport  District  Parsonettes 

Rev.  Kenneth  Rorie 

Judge  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton 

Shreveport  District  Parsonettes 

Rev.  Alvin  P.  Smith 

Mrs.  Edrith  Smith 

Philip  G.  Williams 

Robert  E.  House 

Honorariums  for  1 985 

Miss  Dorothy  Allen 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle 

Rev.  and  Mrs  Jimmy  Pyles 

Erma  Adams 

DECEMBER  20,  1985 


uoug  and  Mabel  McGuire  are  enjoying  their  new  home  in  Ruston.  It  was  the  first 
home  to  be  built  on  a  50/50  basis  with  a  minister. 


The  Treasurer 


Two  occupants  have  died  during  the 
past  year.  Rev.  Lewis  Milem  in  the  Lake- 
view  Minden  home  and  Rev.  Luman 
Douglas  in  the  Baton  Rouge  home.  Two 
other  occupants  have  moved  to  Nursing 
Homes;  Mary  McKnight  in  Rayville  and 
Mrs.  Minnie  Merle  Caraway  in  Bossier 


City.  Rev.  Doug  and  Mabel  McGuire 
moved  into  the  home  constructed  for 
them  in  Ruston.  Rev.  Fred  and  Beth 
Schwindimann  moved  from  the  Home  in 
Belcher  to  the  Caraway  home  in  Bossier 
City.  Rev.  Collins  Pinkard  moved  into 
one  of  the  apartments  in  the  Ruston 
complex. 


Changes  In  Occupants 


portunity  to  live  in  a  home  io  shelter 
them  in  the  golden  years  of  life. 

The  business  of  any  organization  is  to 
serve  a  need.  Serving  the  need  of  our 
Ministers  is  the  sole  purpose  of  our 
Board.  We  depend  on  our  faithful  and 
growing  number  of  people  to  continue 
their  wonderful  financial  support  of  our 
work  with  their  donations,  bequests  and 
legacies. 

It  is  with  deep  gratitude  and  thanks  to 
the  Conference  and  Bishop  Walter  Un¬ 
derwood  for  the  opportunity  given  me  to 
serve  in  the  vineyard  of  God’s  Kingdom 
in  the  giving  of  my  time  and  talent. 

Mike  John,  Jr. 

Treasurer  of  Retired  Ministers 
Home  Board;  Longest  term 
and  one  of  the  most  valuable 
members. 


Mike 


—  New  Services  — 


Currently  we  have  a  contact  layman 
in  every  community  where  we  have  re¬ 
tirement  homes.  If  a  retired  minister  or 
widow  has  a  problem  with  the  house  they 
call  this  person.  Often  he  can  provide  the 
needed  service.  If  not  he  knows  who  to 
call  in  the  community.  It  is  our  intent  to 
extend  this  service  to  all  of  our  retired 
ministers  and  their  widows  who  desire  it. 
All  of  them  will  be  receiving  a  letter  in 


the  near  future  regarding  this  matter. 
Please  let  us  know  if  we  can  assist  you. 

We  are  also,  available  to  both  laity 
and  clergy  for  advice  and  counsel  re¬ 
garding  the  planning  of  your  estate.  The 
director  has  been  in  a  number  of  semi¬ 
nars  on  estate  planning  and  can  often 
save  you  tax  dollars  on  income  tax  now 
and  estate  tax  in  the  future.  Let  us  hear 
from  you  if  we  can  be  of  any  assistance. 


o nference 
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I  would  like  to  contribute  $ _  for  the  building  of  homes  for  our 

I  RETIRED  MINISTERS  and  WIDOWS  by  The  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 
I  Board,  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

I  AS  A  MEMORIAL  TO _ 

I  MAIL  THE  CERTIFICATE  TO  _ 

j  AT  THIS  ADDRESS  _ _ _ 

j  MY  NAME  IS  _ _ 

|  MY  CHURCH  IS _  PASTOR _ _  '  .  ~ 

I  DISTRICT _ t _ DATE _ 


AS  AN  HONORARIUM  TO  _ _ 

MAIL  THE  CERTIFICATE  TO  _ 

AT  THIS  ADDRESS  _ _ 

MY  NAME  IS _ _ _ 

MY  ADDRESS  IS _ 

MY  CHURCH  IS _  PASTOR - 

DISTRICT _ DATE - 

RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES  BOARD,  INC. 

101  College  Blvd. 

Pineville,  Louisiana 
Phone  318-473-8682  or  318-640-9594 
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Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Subscription  Campaign 

Subscription  Sunday  —  January  19th 

Be  an  informed  United  Methodist  —  read 
your  Conference  paper  weekly!! 

Subscriptions  $10.00 


The  Bishop’s 
Corner 


‘Guest  Columnist’ 


I  had  intended  to  write  a  column 
about  the  event  described  below.  My 
son,  Don,  pastor  of  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Plano,  Texas,  “beat  me  to 
it"  and  did  a  better  job  than  I  could  do. 

Without  his  permission,  I  reprint  his 
column  in  his  church  paper  (despite  the 
fact  that  it  is  “after”  Christmas). 

“Two  Stories" 

“I  heard  it  early  this  morning  over 
the  radio.  There  was  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  featuring  this  year’s  co-winners 
of  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize,  Russian 
cardiologist  Dr.  Yergeny  Chazov  and 
American  cardiologist  Dr.  Bernard 
Lown.  The  two  imminent  physicians  co- 
chair  an  international  committee  which 
has  been  instrumental  in  promoting 
peace  and  cooperation  world-wide. 
However,  during  the  interview  a  fierce, 
even  bitter,  ideological  debate  broke  out 
over  questions  concerning  Soviet  dissi¬ 
dent  Andre  Sakharov.  The  intensity  of 
the  exchange  continued  to  rise  during  a 
period  of  over  thirty  minutes.  Then  . . . 
something  happened. 

In  the  midst  of  the  anger  and 
charges  and  counter-charges,  a  Soviet 
journalist  suddenly  doubled  up  in 
pain,  then  fell  to  the  floor  with  the 
symptoms  of  a  massive  coronary. 
There  were  at  least  a  dozen  world- 
class  heart  doctors  in  the  room  at  the 
time.  Responding  instinctively,  they 
all  took  off  their  coats,  rolled  up  their 
sleeves,  and  went  to  work.  When  they 


played  a  segment  of  the  news  confer¬ 
ence  over  the  radio.  I  could  hear  the 
doctors  counting  for  one  another  as 
they  administered  CPR.  The  sounds 
of  disagreement  had  been  replaced 
with  the  sounds  of  these  brilliant  doc¬ 
tors  cooperating  to  save  life.  I  wish  I 
could  have  been  there! 

It’s  not  merely  the  time  of  the  year 
that  makes  me  think  of  Bethlehem  and 
Christmas.  It  was  in  the  midst  of  anger 
and  confusion  and  political  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  that  the  Christ-child  was  bom.  But 
for  one  shining  moment  in  history  ev¬ 
erything  was  focused  on  life  ...  on  new 
life.  The  coming  of  God  into  the  world 
didn’t  eliminate  strife  and  conflict,  but 
it  enabled  those  who  were  watching  to 
elevate  their  hearts  and  minds  to  a  dif¬ 
ferent  plane  because  they  knew  that 
this  was  a  matter  of  life  and  death. 

I  can’t  help  but  think  that  the  two  sto¬ 
ries  have  much  in  common.  When  we 
are  able  to  unite  in  the  effort  to  save 
life,  whether  from  the  perils  of  nuclear 
holocaust  or  the  tragedy  of  famine  and 
starvation,  maybe  we’ll  find  the  key  to 
world  peace.  When  we  come  to  the 
point  that  we  care  enough  about  life, 
maybe  we’ll  be  able  to  conquer,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  the  powers  of  death.  May¬ 
be  that  is  only  a  fantasy  in  a  world  like 
ours,  but  it  is  my  Christmas  Hope,  and  I 
believe  that  the  baby  of  Bethlehem 
makes  it  possible.” 


/Uc?n. 


Persons  Churches  and  Events 


The  United  Methodist  Men,  of  Aurora 
UMC,  New  Orleans  will  host  the  Annual 
Westbank  United  Methodist  Men’s  dinner 
meeting  in  Fellowship  Hall  at  6:30  p.m. 
on  Tuesday,  January  7,  1986.  The  speak¬ 
er  will  be  Justice  John  A.  Dixon,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Louisiana  Supreme  Court. 
Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor  of 
the  historic  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  was  the  guest 
preacher  for  Gammon  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  102nd  Founders  Day  Program  held 
on  December  3, 1985  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
•  *  * 

The  Annual  License  to  Preach  School 
will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  beginning  Satur¬ 
day,  January  4  and  continuing  each  Sat¬ 
urday  through  March  8.  Anyone 
interested  in  attending  this  school  should 
contact  Rev.  Willis  Dear  at  P.O.  Box 
1349,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821  or  call  (504) 
383-4777. 


By  this  means,  Conference  members 
and  friends  are  invited  to  attend  the 
wedding  of  the  Rev.  Kathy  Henderson 
and  James  Schaffhauser  on  Wedneday, 
Jan.  8,  1986  at  7:00  p.m.  The  ceremony 
will  be  held  at  Francis  Asbury  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  with  Bishop  Walter  L.  Un¬ 
derwood  officiating. 

*  *  * 

Carrollton  UMC,  New  Orleans,  was 
the  setting  Friday  evening  December  6 
for  a  gala  Christmas  fellowship.  The 
evening  started  at  5  p.m.  with  a  covered 
dish  supper  for  all  members  of  the 
Church  and  their  families  and  friends.  At 
7  p.m.  all  activities  progressed  to  the  up¬ 
stairs  Fellowship  Hall  where  10  tables 
had  been  set  up  by  the  Lena  Martinez 
Circle  and  the  Open  Circle.  Crafts 
ranged  from  simple  things  that  children 
could  do  to  the  more  complicated  things 
for  adults.  Men,  women  and  children 
joined  in  the  festivities  which  ended  with 
the  group  singing  Christmas  carols.  Gin¬ 
gerbread  and  wassail  were  served.  Rev. 
Leland  Wade  is  pastor. 


Teachers  Receiving  Semiannual 
‘Forecast’  Catalog 


A  combined  Spring/Summer  1986 
"Forecast”  catalog  of  curriculum  re¬ 
sources  was  mailed  to  365,000  persons, 
including  for  the  first  time  175,000  Sun¬ 
day  school  teachers  and  youth  fellowship 
counselors,  in  early  December. 

"Forecast”  is  the  major  source  of  cur¬ 
riculum  resources  information  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches. 

All  active  United  Methodist  teachers 
and  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
(UMYF)  counselors  on  Cokesbury’s  mail¬ 
ing  list  will  now  receive  each  issue.  It’s 
the  first  time  that  a  “Forecast”  issue  has 
contained  information  for  two  quarters 
of  resources.  The  catalog  is  expected  to 
be  semiannual  rather  than  quarterly 
from  now  on. 

"We’re  adding  teachers  and  UMYF 
counselors  to  the  mailing  in  order  to  sup¬ 
port  them  and  their  roles  in  selecting 
materials  for  their  classes  and  groups,” 
said  Thomas  E.  Carpenter,  senior  vice 
president  in  charge  of  Cokesbury.  "The 
desire  to  make  an  improved  ‘Forecast’ 
available  to  this  sizable  audience  played 
a  major  part  in  the  decision  to  combine 
the  four  quarterly  catalogs  into  two.  In 
terms  of  planning  and  resourcing  for 
classes  and  groups,  churches  should  find 
it  helpful  to  be  able  to  preview  two  quar¬ 
ters’  resources  at  one  time.” 

Printed  with  full-color  illustrations 


throughout  for  the  first  time,  the  Spring/ 
Summer  issue  numbers  64  pages,  in¬ 
cluding  a  spring  quarter  order  blank.  In 
the  new  format,  "preferred  resources” 
are  listed  as  supplementary  books  for 
children,  youth,  adults,  parents,  and 
teachers. 

A  summer  quarter  order  blank  isn’t 
included  in  the  combined  "Forecast,”  but 
will  be  included  in  an  abbreviated  8-page 
catalog  supplement  mailed  to  the  same 
persons  in  mid-March.  Though  the  sup¬ 
plement  will  feature  new  resources  for 
the  summer  quarter,  Cokesbury  recom¬ 
mends  that  recipients  retain  the  Spring/ 
Summer  “Forecast”  as  an  ordering 
reference  to  all  resources. 

Cokesbury  is  asking  each  church  liter¬ 
ature  secretary  to  watch  for  the  summer 
quarter  catalog  supplement  and  order 
form  and  to  mail  orders  for  summer 
quarter  materials  by  April  1,  as  in  the 
past. 

In  addition  to  the  literature  secretar¬ 
ies  and  teachers/counselors,  "Forecast” 
is  sent  to  pastors,  directors  of  Christian 
education,  and  Sunday  school  superin¬ 
tendents,  among  others. 

Cokesbury  is  the  retail  sales  division 
of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  with  headquarters  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 


January  6-9 


Centenary  Offers  January  Study  Week 


Centenary  College  is  pleased  to  offer 
the  ministers  and  laity  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  an  unusual  opportunity  for 
self-evaluation  and  practical  application 


from  two  outstanding  leaders  in  their 
respective  fields.  The  event  is  Centena¬ 
ry's  principal  continuing  education 
thrust,  January  Study  Week,  and  is 


Monday: 

Schedule 

12:30-  1:30  Registration 
1:30-  4:30  class 

7:00-  9:00  class 

Tuesday: 

9:00-12:00  class 

1:30-  4:30  class 

Wednesday: 

8:30-  9:00  registration 
9:00-12:00  class 

1:30-  4:30  class 

7:00-  9:00  class 

Thursday: 

9:00-12:00  class 

—  For  each  class  a  15  minute  break  will  be  given  at  the  instructor’s  discretion. 

—  The  final  hour  of  each  session  is  reserved  for  evaluation  and  summary  of 
classes. 

For  more  information,  please  call  (318)  869-5108. 


New  Appointments 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  transfers  and 
appointments: 

Transferred  In: 

Jay  P.  Irby,  Elder  in  Full  Connec¬ 
tion,  from  the  New  Mexico  Confer¬ 
ence,  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
effective  July  1, 1985. 

Richard  P.  Smith,  Elder  in  Full 
Connection,  from  the  Memphis  Con¬ 
ference,  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
effective  January  1, 1986. 
Appointments: 

Baton  Route-Lafayette: 

Melvin  Hitchens  (Other  Denomina¬ 


tion)  to  St.  Mark,  Opelousas,  effective 
December  8, 1985. 

Marcell  A.  Johnson  (PTLP)  to  Mal- 
lalieu-Mt.  Zion,  effective  December  1, 
1985. 

New  Orleans-Houma: 

Kemper  S.  Smith,  as  Associate,  Au¬ 
rora,  effective  December  1, 1985. 

Shreveport 

.Richard  P.  Smith,  as  Associate, 
Broadmoor,  effective  January  1, 1986. 

Jay  P.  Irby,  as  Executive  Director, 
Live  Oak  Retirement  Center,  effec¬ 
tive  July  1, 1985. 


SCHEDULE  Of  cfVfnTS 

JANUARY,  1986 

3-12  United  Methodist  Seminar  on  National  and  International  Affairs,  New 
York  City  and  Washington,  D.C. 

Lake  Charles  District  Stewardship  Event,  First  Church,  Lake  Charles 
License  to  Preach  School 
January  Study  Week 

“My  Job  Training”  Event,  FUMC,  Lafayette,  6:30  p.m. 

“My  Job  Training”  Event,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 
p.m. 

“My  Job  Training”  Event,  FUMC,  Alexandria,  7:00  p.m. 

License  to  Preach  School 

"My  Job  Training”  Event,  FUMC,  Westlake,  2:30  p.m. 

Audit  Week 

Deadline  for  District  Committees  to  Recommend  Candidates  for  Pro¬ 
bationary  Membership 

Lake  Charles  District  Stewardship  Event,  Oak  Park  Church,  Lake 
Charles 

License  to  Preach  School 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Subscription  Sunday 
Cabinet  Retreat^  Biloxi,  Mississippi 
Convocation  of  Boards,  Baton  Rouge 

National  Meeting  of  Annual  Conference  Leaders  in  Age  Level  and 
Family  Ministries,  Nashville 

Lake  Charles  District  Stewardship  Event,  Wesley  Church,  Sulphur 
C.F.A.  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

License  to  Preach  School 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Meeting,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00 
a.m. 

United  Methodist  Women  Sunday 
Ecumenical  Sunday  Observance 

"My  Job  Training”  Event,  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport  District,  7:00  p.m. 
“My  Job  Training”  Event,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  District,  6:30  p.m. 
L.I.C.  Annual  Meeting,  Holy  Cross  Church,  Shreveport 
"My  Job  Training”  Event,  Rayville  UMC,  Monroe  District,  7.00  p.m. 
Lake  Charles  District  Stewardship  Event 
Feb.  5  Fairview  Church.  Fairview  La. 
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Memorial  Scholarship  Inaugurated 


Boston  University  recently  announced 
that  Southern  Pacific  Transportation 
Company  with  Mrs.  Adelaide  Lohrke  has 
set  up  a  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  in 
memory  of  her  late  husband,  Eugene 
Stanley  Lohrke,  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology. 

Boston  University  was  chosen  because 
of  her  son’s  association  and  graduation 
from  the  School  of  Theology.  Rev.  Har¬ 


vey  Delery  received  his  Ministerial  De¬ 
gree  here  in  1975  and  now  serves  as 
Assistant  Council  on  Ministries  Director 
in  the  California-Nevada  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Eugene  Stanley  Lohrke  Memorial 
Fund  is  now  endowed  and  a  student  is  re¬ 
ceiving  minimal  financial  help  from  the 
fund  this  academic  year  (1985-86). 


Special  Radio  Program 


"All  God's  Children,”  a  half-hour  radio 
program  celebrating  the  first  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King  national  holiday,  is  being  dis¬ 
tributed  across  the  nation  by 
SandCastles  International,  a  consortium 
of  religious  organizations. 

The  program  features  Atlanta  Mayor 


Andrew  Young,  Pete  Seegar  and  actress 
Esther  Rolle. 

According  to  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  staff  member  Alicia  Nails 
of  New  York,  183  stations  have  sched¬ 
uled  the  program  for  airing  on  or  near 
the  national  holiday  January  15th. 


scheduled  for  January  6-9.  Each  module 
will  provide  participants  with  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  earn  one  continuing  education 
unit,  for  a  total  of  two  units  for  the  com¬ 
plete  event. 

The  instructors  for  the  studies  are  Dr. 
James  Fowler,  HI  speaking  on  “Faith 
Development  and  Pastoral  Care”  and 
Dr.  Craig  Emerick  addressing  the  sub¬ 
ject  “Leadership  Styles  Within  the 
Church.”  All  classes  will  be  conducted  in 
the  R.  E.  Smith  Building  on  the  campus, 
beginning  with  Dr.  Fowler’s  first  session 
on  Monday  at  1:30  p.m.  Dr.  Emerick’s 
first  class  will  be  on  Wednesday  at  9:00 
a.m. 

Dr.  James  Fowler,  HI  is  a  distin¬ 
guished  author,  lecturer  and  teacher  in 
the  field  of  faith  development  and  pasto¬ 
ral  care.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity,  with  a  B.A.  in  History;  Drew 
University,  with  a  B.D.  in  Theology  and 
Ethics;  and  Harvard  University,  with  a 
Ph.D.  in  Religion  and  Society.  He  is  pres¬ 
ently  the  director  of  Candler’s  program 
on  Christian  Education  and  leads  its  cen¬ 
ter  for  Faith  Development. 

Dr.  Craig  L.  Emerick  is  the  Associate 
Director  of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy’s  Intern  Program  at  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University  in  Dallas.  He  holds  a 
M.  Th.  degree,  a  M.A.  in  Social  Psycholo¬ 
gy  and  a  D.  Min.  degree  all  from  Per¬ 
kins.  He  is  an  ordained  minister  in  the 


United  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Emerick 
developed  and  published  "Evaluation 
Feedback  for  Ministry,”  which  is  cur¬ 
rently  in  use  by  a  number  of  seminaries 
and  judicatories,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant.  He  serves  as  a  trainer  and 
consultant  for  Conference  intern  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  Central  Texas  and  North 
Texas  Conferences. 

Dr.  Emerick’s  classes  on  “Leadership 
Styles  Within  the  Church”  will  provide  a 
different  dimension  for  those  who  wish 
to  be  involved  in  their  own  process  of 
self-examination.  A  pre-course  question¬ 
naire  will  be  sent  to  each  person  plan¬ 
ning  to  participate  so  his/her  personality 
trait  strengths  can  be  highlighted.  These 
strengths  will  enable  participants  to  un¬ 
derstand  how  they  can  better  use  their 
assets  in  dealing  with  various  personal¬ 
ities  in  different  areas  of  the  overall  de¬ 
velopment  process. 

The  cost  for  each  module  is  $40.  Hous¬ 
ing  will  be  available  at  a  rate  of  $10  per 
night  for  guest  rooms  while  regular  dor¬ 
mitory  rooms  will  cost  $8  per  night.  Due 
to  limited  space,  rooms  will  be  filled  on 
a  first  come /first  serve  basis.  Towels 
and  linens  will  not  be  provided  for  dor¬ 
mitory  rooms;  visitors  should  bring  their 
own.  Meals  will  be  served  in  Bynum  Caf¬ 
eteria  at  the  following  rates:  Breakfast, 
$2.50;  Lunch,  $3.25;  and  Dinner,  $3.75. 


Volunteers  Play  A  Big  Role 
At  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 


Every  Monday  afternoon  Donnie,  a 
Methodist  layperson  from  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  area,  visits  the  Methodist-Home  of 
New  Orleans.  He  gives  children  a  lot  of 
individual  attention.  Whether  it  is  read¬ 
ing,  telling  them  stories  or  just  talking  to 
them,  Donnie  is  there  to  listen  and  en¬ 
courage  the  children. 

Donnie  has  been  one  of  the  most  faith¬ 
ful  volunteers  at  The  Home  over  the  last 
two  years.  His  Christian  commitment 
has  been  a  source  of  encouragement  to 
the  children  and  staff  of  The  Home  as  he 
reaches  out  beyond  his  church  and  home 
to  minister. 

Donnie  is  just  one  of  dozens  of  persons 
that  volunteer  throughout  the  year  at 
The  Home.  Volunteers  have  been  helpful 
at  a  variety  of  activities.  The  children 
always  are  in  need  of  that  individual  at¬ 
tention.  Other  things  that  the  volunteers 
have  done  in  the  past  include:  dance,  tu¬ 
toring,  group  games,  bingo,  reading. 


sewing,  sorting  clothes,  music,  fishing, 
and  of  course  youth  camp  each  July. 

The  St.  Andrews  Class  of  Munholland 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Metairie  has 
appeared  at  the  Home  the  second  Friday 
night  of  each  month  since  1975  to  provide 
bingo  games  and  prizes  for  the  children. 
Many  people  in  the  class  have  come  and 
gone  but  each  group  has  passsed  on  the 
ministry  to  the  children  of  The  Home. 

Our  volunteers  are  really  too  numer¬ 
ous  to  mention  them  all.  Donnie  and  The 
St.  Andrew  class  are  just  two  of  many 
persons  and  groups  that  volunteer  at  The 
Home.  We  wish  to  thank  each  one  of 
them  and  you  for  your  generous  contri¬ 
butions  of  time  and  money  to  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  the  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  For  further  information  on  vol¬ 
unteering  at  The  Home  please  contact  us 
through  P.O.  Box  15109,  Station  B,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70175  or  504-895-7709. 


Incentive  Grants  Available 


Incentive  grants  are  being  offered  to 
74  United  Methodist  churches  willing  to 
make  their  facilities  and  activities  ac¬ 
cessible  to  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions. 

Each  of  the  74  churches  chosen  will 
receive  $500.  Grants  are  available  only 
to  United  Methodist  churches.  Only  one 
grant  will  be  made  to  a  local  church  or 
charge.  All  grant  applicants  must  be 
postmarked  no  later  than  April  15,  1986. 
Awards  will  be  made  by  November  1, 
1986. 

A  church  must  give  evidence  of  satis¬ 
factory  planning  in  which  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  participated, 
and  show  that  the  project  is  part  of  a 
larger  access  plan.  Other  requirements 


are  financial  need  and  evidence  of  con¬ 
gregational  involvement. 

In  addition  to  making  facilities  acces¬ 
sible  to  persons  with  handicapping  con¬ 
ditions,  the  projects  can  aid  those  with 
hearing  or  sight  impairments,  help  ob¬ 
tain  or  develop  church  school  and  wor¬ 
ship  materials  for  mentally  retarded 
children  and  adults,  or  for  programmat¬ 
ic  materials  that  heighten  awareness  of 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions 
and  break  down  attitudinal  barriers. 

Churches  or  charges  that  seek  to  apply 
for  grants,  may  request  an  application 
from  Miss  Judy  Hunt,  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries  Department,  Room  350, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New 
York  10115. 


Amendments  Become  Part  of  Constitution 


Ratification  of  three  amendments  to  the 
UM  constitution  has  been  announced  by 
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the  Council  of  Bishops.  All  three  re¬ 
ceived  more  than  the  required  two-thirds 
majority  of  votes  cast  by  clergy  and  lay 
members  of  all  annual  conferences.  The 
only  amendment  which  encountered  any 
significant  opposition  (30,394  to  5,649 
with  705  absentions)  makes  diaconal 
ministers  voting  members  of  annual  con¬ 
ferences  The  other  two  received  only 
about  350  negative  votes  each.  One 
amendment  changes  provisions  dealing 
with  the  holding  of  property.  The  other 
clears  up  language  relating  to  the  1968 
formation  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 
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A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Harare:  A  ‘decisive’  event  in  struggle  against  apartheid? 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

"One  day  we’ll  look  back  on  this  meet¬ 
ing  as  a  decisive  event  in  the  disman¬ 
tling  of  apartheid." 

That  observation  was  made  a  few 
days  after  the  close  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  “emergency  meeting”  on 
apartheid  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  Dec.  4-6 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  13). 

Given  the  caliber  of  those  who  attended 
the  Harare  meeting— archbishops,  bishops 
and  heads  of  denominations— and  their 
pledge  to  redouble  efforts  to  end  legalized 
racial  discrimination  in  South  Africa,  that 
prediction  probably  is  on  target. 

But  "decisive”  may  be  an  unintention¬ 
ally  ambiguous  description  of  the  meet¬ 
ing.  It  is  possible  and  even  probable  that 
the  Harare  meeting  will  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  efforts  to  end  apartheid.  Whether 
that  difference  will  be  wholly  positive, 
however,  is  less  certain. 

Because  of  what  did  and  did  not  happen 
in  Harare,  the  WCC  meeting  holds  the  po¬ 
tential  for  negative  as  well  as  positive  re¬ 
sults.  Responsible  reaction  requires  that 
both  possibilities  be  understood. 

Importance  sensed  early 

The  importance  of  the  Harare  meeting 
was  sensed  from  the  time  it  was  announced 
in  October  by  WCC  head  Emilio  Castro. 

Dr.  Castro  initially  invited  some  25 
church  leaders  to  meet  with  a  few  South 
African  church  leaders  to  support  the 
struggle  against  apartheid. 

As  word  about  the  meeting  spread, 
others  asked  to  attend,  expanding  the 
meeting’s  scope  — and  potential  im¬ 
pact— beyond  anything  Dr.  Castro  had 
originally  envisioned.  Eventually  some 
85  religious  leaders  came  to  Harare. 

Part  of  the  meeting’s  potential  impor¬ 
tance  results  from  its  timing.  It  was 
called  at  a  moment  when,  more  so  than 
in  the  recent  past,  top  Christian  leaders 
in  South  Africa  were  willing  to  join  their 
voices  in  telling  South  Africa’s  govern¬ 
mental  leaders:  "Enough  is  enough.” 

At  the  same  time,  church  leaders  from 
other  countries  were  willing  to  say,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  "no  more  business  as  usual”  about 
their  own  efforts  to  oppose  apartheid. 
Bishops  and  archbishops  and  heads  of 
world  church  bodies  came  to  Harare  de¬ 
termined  to  give  a  new  urgency  to  their 
churches’  efforts  to  achieve  that  aim. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  resulting  Harare  Declaration  thus  is 
"not  just  another  resolution,"  as  one  of  its 
signers  said,  but  a  “statement  of  intent”  by 
church  leaders  to  take  six  specific  actions 
(see  statement  elsewhere  on  this  page). 
Church  leaders  clearly  hope  those  actions 
will  be  “decisive"  in  ending  apartheid. 

Three  decisive  aspects 

Three  of  the  Harare  Declaration’s 
"potentially  decisive”  aspects  deserve 
particular  attention. 

1.  The  document’s  emphatic  and  un¬ 
equivocal  call  for  all-out  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  against  South  Africa  is  the 
strongest  yet  by  church  leaders. 

Participants  were  emboldened  to  make 
that  call  and  to  pledge  their  efforts  to  work 
for  sanctions  largely  because  of  the  unified 
initiative  of  the  South  African  church  lead¬ 
ers  at  the  meeting. 

Many  participants  heard  for  the  first 
time  at  Harare  the  willingness  of  South 
African  Christians— black  and  white— to 
pay  whatever  price  is  necessary  to  end 
apartheid  now— including  the  probable 
suffering  sanctions  would  bring  to  all 
South  Africans. 

The  South  Africans’  plea  for  sanctions 
was  all  the  more  persuasive  when  one 
considers  that  such  a  public  call  is  a  pun¬ 
ishable  act  of  treason  in  their  country. 

Seeing  that  the  South  Africans  them¬ 
selves  were  willing  to  take  that  risk,  the 
frequently  stated  concern  that  "sanctions 
would  mainly  hurt  black  South  Africans” 
seemed  empty.  The  South  African  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders— black  and  white— said  in  ef¬ 
fect,  "We’re  willing  to  endure  short-term 
hurt  to  end  this  injustice.” 

Will  sanctions  work? 

Will  sanctions,  if  applied  by  the  inter¬ 
national  community— and  primarily  by 
the  United  States,  United  Kingdom  and 
West  Germany— work?  The  South  Afri¬ 
cans  in  Harare  clearly  believe  economic 
pressures  are  the  last  “reasonably 
peaceful”  hope  for  forcing  the  South  Af¬ 
rican  government  to  change  its  policies. 

Anglican  Bishop  and  Nobel  Peace  lau¬ 
reate  Desmond  Tutu  said  several  times 
in  Harare  that  if  the  U.S.  government 
would  apply  stronger  sanctions  now, 
"apartheid  would  end  tomorrow." 

The  danger  in  such  a  prediction,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  punctured  hopes  that  likely 
would  result  if  stepped-up  sanctions  did 


The  Harare  Declaration 

We  the  leaders  of  churches  from  Western  Europe,  North  America,  Australia, 
South  Africa  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  and  leaders  of  world  church  unions  met 
here  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  from  the  fourth  to  the  sixth  December  1985  on  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

We  affirm  that  the  moment  of  truth  (kairos)  is  now,  both  for  South  Africa  and 
the  world  community.  We  have  come  together  to  seek  God’s  guidance  at  this  time 
of  profound  crisis  in  South  Africa  and  have  committed  ourselves  to  a  continuing 
theological  reflection  on  the  will  of  God  for  the  church. 

We  have  heard  the  cries  of  anguish  of  the  people  of  South  Africa  trapped  in  the 
oppressive  structures  of  apartheid.  In  this  moment,  pregnant  with  possibility,  we 
agree  that  the  apartheid  structure  is  against  God’s  will  and  that  the  government 
has  no  credibility. 

We  call  for  the  lifting  of  the  state  of  emergency,  the  unbanning  of  all  banned 
movements,  the  returning  of  exiles  and  the  transferring  of  power  to  the  majority 
of  the  people,  based  on  universal  suffrage. 

We  understand  and  fully  support  those  in  South  Africa  who  are  calling  for  the 
resignation  of  the  government.  We  regard  this  as  the  most  appropriate  and  least 
costly  process  of  change  as  we  await  a  new  democratic  representative  govern¬ 
ment  in  South  Africa. 

As  we  await  for  this  process  to  occur: 

1.  We  call  on  the  churches  inside  and  outside  South  Africa  to  continue  praying 
for  the  people  of  South  Africa  and  to  observe  June  16— the  tenth  anniversary  of 
Soweto— as  a  World  Day  of  Prayer  to  end  unjust  rule  in  South  Africa. 

2.  We  call  on  the  international  community  to  prevent  the  extension,  rolling  over 
or  renewal  of  bank  loans  to  the  South  African  government,  banks,  corporations 
and  para-state  institutions. 

3.  We  call  on  the  churches  inside  and  outside  South  Africa  to  support  South  Afri¬ 
can  movements  working  for  the  liberation  of  their  country. 

4.  We  call  on  the  international  community  to  apply  immediate  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  sanctions  on  South  Africa. 

5.  We  welcome  and  support  recent  developments  within  the  trade  union  move¬ 
ment  for  a  united  front  against  apartheid. 

6.  We  demand  the  immediate  implementation  of  the  United  Nations  Resolution 
435  on  Namibia. 

We  gathered  here  commit  ourselves  to  the  implementation  of  the  Harare  Dec¬ 
laration  as  a  matter  of  urgency.  We  are  sure  that  the  liberation  of  South  Africa 
will  be  liberation  for  all  the  people  in  the  country,  black  and  white. 


not  immediately  produce  the  desired  ef¬ 
fect— which  experience  suggests  they 
well  might  not.  In  that  case,  the  meet¬ 
ing’s  “decisive"  effect  could  be  a  greater 
sense  of  futility  and  despair  about  apart¬ 
heid’s  injustice  ending  without  massive 
bloodshed. 

2.  The  support  given  by  the  Harare 
meeting  to  the  African  National  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  Pan  Africanist  Congress  is 
the  most  unified  show  to  date  of  church 
backing  for  exiled  South  African  libera¬ 
tion  movements. 

Willingness  of  South  African  church 
leaders  to  risk  meeting  in  Harare  with 
representatives  of  the  two  liberation 


groups,  even  against  the  decree  of  their 
government,  was  another  case  of  their 
putting  their  own  necks  on  the  line— a 
message  that  wa6  not  lost  on  church 
leaders  from  other  countries. 

Support  welcomed,  but . . . 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Harare 
Declaration  is  welcomed  by  the  libera¬ 
tion  groups  as  a  sign  of  support  and  en¬ 
couragement.  And  although  forced  to 
work  outside  South  Africa,  those  groups 
undoubtedly  represent  large  numbers  of 
black  South  Africans— especially  those 
who  regard  Nelson  Mandela,  the  impris¬ 
oned  head  of  the  African  National  Con- 


Blaming  clergy  for  losses  brings  responses 


To  the  Editor: 

George  Anderson’s  recent  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  (see  UMR,  Nov.  29),  provided  some 
interesting  points  about  who  is  at  fault  for 
our  membership  decline.  We  clergy  cer¬ 
tainly  must  shoulder  some  blame. 

In  his  simplistic  accusations  against 
clergy,  however,  he  misses  several  im¬ 
portant  realities. 

I  would  ask  what  happens  when  a  min¬ 
ister  that  is  church  growth  minded  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  church  that  no  matter  what 
he  or  she  does  shows  no  sign  of  interest 
in  growth?  I’ve  personally  seen  clergy 
successful  in  evangelism  within  one  ap¬ 
pointment,  move  into  another  and  burn 
out  in  their  efforts. 

To  assess  all  blame  upon  clergy  is  too 
simple. 

While  our  boards  and  agencies  are  not 
directly  responsible  for  membership  loss, 
they  have  not  given  the  inspiration  and 
leadership  in  the  many  years  our  mem¬ 
bership  has  declined.  Evangelism  and 
outreach  seemed  as  if  they  were  second 
priorities. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  right  when  he  says  that 
we  pastors  need  to  be  empowered  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  help  our  churches  grow.  It  is 
we  ministers  who  can  help  United  Method¬ 
ism  grow,  and  we  need  the  cooperation  of 
our  laity,  bishops,  and  the  boards  and 
agencies  to  make  that  happen. 

Stuart  Allen 
Greenfield,  Wisconsin 
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Praise  God  for  words 

To  the  Editor: 

Praise  God!  And  thanks  to  the  Rev.  An¬ 
derson  (see  "Here  I  Stand”  UMR,  Nov.  29). 

So,  there  is  someone  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  who  believes  in  Christ 
and  is  capable  of  saying  it!  Hooray! 

Personally,  I  think  that  he  lets  the 
seminary  professors  and  heads  of  gener¬ 
al  agencies  and  bishops  off  a  little  too 
easily,  but  his  main  point  is  right  on  the 
money.  You  can’t  peddle  a  product  you 
don’t  believe  in. 

Clergy  cannot  lead  people  to  a  faith  in 
Christ  that  they  have  not  got. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  and  Methodist  churches 
represented  about  9  percent  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  population.  Now  the  United 
Methodist  Church  represents  about  4 
percent  of  the  population. 

Yet  on  every  public  occasion,  our  lead¬ 
ership  is  praised  for  its  great  work.  If  this 
loss  is  such  a  laudable  accomplishment, 
one  must  wonder  what  the  goal  might  be. 

Of  course,  numbers  are  not  necessarily 
an  accurate  guide  to  truth,  but  if  one 
works  with  the  hypothesis  that  people  are 
staying  away  in  droves  because  when  they 
go  they  find  little  reason  to  go  back,  it 
would  seem  to  explain  the  data  well. 

But  there  is  reason  to  worship,  to 
praise  God,  to  seek  God,  to  fall  in  love 
with  Jesus  Christ.  God  is.  And  Jesus 
Christ  is  risen.  And  He  is  still  changing 
lives.  And  lives  still  need  changing,  in¬ 
cluding  lives  of  some  who  frequent 
churches. 

Our  God  reigns!  May  Mr.  Anderson’s 
remarks  be  a  great  spark  to  a  renewal  of 
faith  (or  even  a  "newal”)  in  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus,  the  Christ  of  God.  Amen. 
May  He  be  born  anew  in  the  hearts  of 
each  of  us  this  Christmas.  Amen. 

James  Hill 
Highland,  California 

I’ve  said  it  all  along 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Nov.  29  issue  of  the  Reporter,  I 
read  one  of  the  most  interesting  articles 
about  our  loss  in  membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Well  praise  God  for  such  a  man  as  the 
Rev.  George  Anderson.  He  said  the  big¬ 
gest  mouthful  of  truth  that  I  have  seen 
from  any  pastor. 

I  am  sure  if  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  as  well  as  other  churches,  con¬ 
tinues  to  condone  divorcees  and  women 
chasers,  we  can  surely  expect  to  see  a 
further  decline  in  membership. 

Those  birds  belong  in  the  pew  with  the 
rest  of  the  sinners  and  not  behind  the 
pulpit  trying  to  tell  others  how  they 
should  live. 

Mr.  Anderson,  you  have  just  put  into 
print  what  I  have  been  saying  for  a  long 
time.  What  we  need  are  some  Billy  Gra¬ 
hams  behind  our  pulpits. 

I  suppose  the  only  reason  we  don’t 
have  them  is  because  we  are  Methodists 
and  he  is  a  Baptist. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  you,  George 
Anderson,  for  speaking  what  should  have 
been  said  years  ago. 

Z.  G.  Hawk 
Bradenton,  Florida 

Spirit  will  be  hard  to  catch 

To  the  Editor: 

George  Anderson  in  the  Nov.  29  "Here 
I  Stand”  said  what  I  have  been  feeling 


for  the  past  10  years.  It  will  be  hard  to 
"Catch  the  Spirit"  when  we  have  sought 
the  spirit  for  so  long. 

The  “calling”  has  been  changed  to  a 
"career  decision.”  Spiritual  motivation 
h4S  been  changed  to  personal  motivation. 

Praying  is  now  meditation,  and  walk¬ 
ing  in  Christ  has  been  replaced  with  do¬ 
ing  the  business  of  the  people. 

Mitch  Shamburger 
Winona,  Texas 

Pastors  need  renewal 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  George  Anderson  has  made  a 
wonderful  suggestion,  even  divinely  in¬ 
spired,  when  he  speaks  of  "clergy  renew¬ 
al  a  priority,”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  29). 

Recently  I  went  in  to  speak  to  the  senior 
minister  of  my  church  to  tell  him  of  my 
marital  problems.  He  was  very  concerned 
and  encouraging  and,  when  I  was  leaving, 
promised  to  think  about  me  every  day. 

I  wanted  to  tell  him  all  my  non-believ¬ 
ing  friends  were  thinking  about  me. 
What  I  needed  jvas  a  prayer  warrior. 

I  am  Methodist  and  know  I  will  al¬ 
ways  be.  I  know  of  many  Methodist 
churches  that  are  placing  “winning 
souls”  at  the  top  of  their  reason  for  be¬ 
ing.  I  just  don’t  happen  to  belong  to  one. 

I  am  saddened  that  I  must  go  to  anoth¬ 
er  group  in  my  city  to  request  prayer  for 
myself  and  my  husband. 

It  is  time  for  we  who  believe  in  our 
Wesleyan  roots  to  demand  more  of  our 
“spiritual  leaders.” 

I  have  lots  of  people  thinking  of  me. 
What  I  need  are  people  who  believe  they 
can  address  our  God  on  my  behalf,  will 
open  the  Bible  and  share  wisdom  and 
strength  and  assure  me  I  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  in  prayer. 

Nancy  Cruse 

Location  withheld  by  request 

Santa  Claus  should  quit 

To  the  Editor: 

If  I  were  Santa  Claus,  on  Dec.  26  I 
would  gather  my  elves  together  and  say: 

“You  have  done  a  great  job.  I  am  proud 
of  you,  and  I  have  a  bonus  for  each  of  you. 
I  know  you  are  tired.  So  am  I,  but  not  be¬ 
cause  I  am  old.  I’m  used  to  being  old. 

"Lately  I  have  been  doing  a  lot  of 
thinking.  Christmas  has  gotten  out  of 
hand.  It  isn’t  what  it  was  supposed  to 
be— a  happy  time  of  peace  and  joyful 
giving  for  all. 

"Oh,  you  have  done  your  work  well 
and  made  toys  happily,  but  did  you  ever 
stop  to  think  that  I  am  licensed  to  go 
only  to  the  lands  that  have,  or  pretend  to 
have,  some  ties  with  Christianity?  Mil¬ 
lions  of  children  get  no  toys,  no  celebra¬ 
tion  for  Christmas.  Is  that  fair? 

"Moreover,  Christmas  has  become  a 
time  when  the  grown-ups  are  too  busy  to 
be  nice  to  each  other  or  to  children.  They 
rush  to  buy  gifts,  gifts,  gifts,  trying  to 
spend  just  the  right  amount  for  each  per¬ 
son,  often  going  in  debt  for  something  no 
one  really  wants. 

"They  stew  over  long  lists  of  cards  to 
send,  doing  a  few  each  day  as  though  re¬ 
membering  old  friends  and  relatives  is  a 
duty. 

"They  rush  to  stores  in  bad  weather. 
They  drink  too  much,  drive  too  fast,  have 
accidents  that  maim  and  kill.  Some¬ 
times,  lonely  people,  feeling  left  out  of 
the  souped-up  jollity,  commit  suicide. 

"I  ask  myself.  What  does  Jesus  think  of 


happyi 


''were  as  young- 
as  our  optimism... 

as  old  as 
our  cynicism./ 


gress,  as  their  true  national  leader. 

The  church  would  ignore  that  only  at 
the  risk  of  losing  its  identification  with 
the  masses  of  people  most  adversely  af¬ 
fected  by  apartheid. 

On  the  other  hand,  unqualified  en¬ 
dorsement  of  liberation  groups  is  likely 
to  be  viewed  with  something  less  than 
universal  enthusiasm.  That  is  especially 
true  of  Christians  who  disapprove  of  the 
liberation  groups’  use  of  violent,  guerril¬ 
la-type  methods. 

3.  The  Harare  Declaration  is  silent  on 
the  use  of  violence.  In  fact,  violence  and 
its  implications  for  Christians  engaged  in 
anti-apartheid  efforts  were  hardly  dis¬ 
cussed  during  the  three-day  meeting. 

Several  factors  underlie  that  silence. 
One  was  the  frequently  heard  appeal  for 
support  from  South  African  young  people. 

Bishop  Tutu  and  others  pointed  out 
that  large  numbers  of  youth  already 
have  concluded  that  “throwing  stones” 
and  terrorist  acts  are  more  effective 
than  church-backed  non-violence. 

Denouncing  violence,  some  therefore 
argued,  would  further  alienate  young 
people  from  whatever  influence  the 
church  might  still  have  among  them. 

Kairos  Document  influential 

Also  inhibiting  a  condemnation  of  vio¬ 
lence  was  the  influence  of  the  so-called 
"Kairos  Document.” 

That  document,  which  was  provided 
as  background  reading  to  the  partici¬ 
pants,  is  a  "biblical  and  theological  com¬ 
ment”  on  the  South  African  crisis 
published  in  September  by  111  South  Af¬ 
rican  church  leaders. 

The  “Kairos  Document"  makes  a  point 
that  was  repeated  several  times  in  Harare: 
“It  simply  is  not  true  to  say  that  every  pos¬ 
sible  use  of  physical  force  is  violence  and 
that  no  matter  what  the  circumstances 
may  be  it  is  never  permissible.  " 

It  is  therefore  understandable  why  Dr. 
Castro  responded  as  he  did  at  the  closing 
press  conference  to  my  question  about 
why  the  Harare  Declaration  did  not  ex¬ 
plicitly  deplore  violence  on  both  sides. 

Dr.  Castro  said  that  violence  is  a  "the¬ 
oretical  issue”  that  should  not  be  raised 
as  a  "stumbling  block  to  our  confronta¬ 
tion  with  the  real  issue,  apartheid.” 

For  many  Christians,  however,  the 
methods  we  use  to  achieve  our  ends  remain 
“a  real  issue."  Such  people,  many  of  whom 
vigorously  oppose  apartheid,  are  likely  to 
consider  Dr.  Castro’s  response  a  dodge  of 
the  church’s  responsibility  to  be  faithful  to 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Many  would  accept  the  moral  distinc¬ 
tion  that  resorting  to  violence  may  at 
times  be  justified  to  resist  oppression. 
But  the  same  people  would  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult,  if  not  impossible,  to  dismiss  the 
means  by  which  we  achieve  our  aims  as 
no  more  than  a  “theoretical  issue.” 

In  this  view,  the  church  appears  to  be 
encouraging  those  who  engage  in  unre¬ 
strained  acts  of  violence  by  not  saying 
otherwise. 


this  situation?  Is  He  pleased  with  way  his 
birthday  is  celebrated?  Wouldn’t  the  world 
be  better  off  without  all  this  hubbub?’ 

“I  have  a  great  deal  of  clout  in  earthly 
affairs.  After  years  of  pondering,  I  have  de¬ 
cided  to  abolish  Christmas  as  we  know  it. 
My  dear  wife  is  happy  with  my  decision. 

“Your  work  days  are  over,  my  good 
helpers,  my  friends.  In  your  bonus  enve¬ 
lopes  you  will  find  the  first  of  your  pen¬ 
sion  checks. 

“After  we  put  the  reindeer  out  to  pas¬ 
ture,  Mrs.  Claus  and  I  shall  toast  our 
toes  by  the  fire  for  awhile,  and  then  we 
may  move  to  Florida.  Thank  you  and 
may  you  be  happy  forever!” 

Ethel  Lee  Wood 
Amador  City,  California 

Symbols  mark  Advent 

To  the  Editor: 

Riverview  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Toronto,  Ohio,  started  off  its  Christmas 
celebration  on  Thanksgiving  Sunday. 

In  each  “Bulletin”  was  a  red  string 
and  five  kernels  of  corn.  The  string  was 
to  remind  the  people  of  the  coming  of 
our  Lord.  The  five  kernels  of  com  was  to 
remind  them  of  the  Pilgrims’  hardships 
and  sacrifices. 

Each  church  member  was  asked  to 
carry  the  corn  and  the  string  in  his  or 
her  pocket  or  purse  until  Christmas  Eve. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent,  each 
church  member  received  a  packet  of  hay 
as  a  reminder  of  where  Christ  was  bom. 
The  second  week  of  Advent  members 
were  given  a  packet  of  swaddling  clothes 
as  a  reminder  of  the  infant  Jesus. 

On  the  third  week  of  Advent,  the  peo¬ 
ple  received  a  star  to  remind  them  of 
our  travels  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
Christ.  The  fourth  Sunday  of  Advent  the 
people  were  given  a  banquet  after  the 
worship  service  to  remind  them  of  the 
gifts  of  God. 

On  Christmas  Eve  the  church  doors 
were  locked,  and  the  people  entered 
singing  “O  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful.”  That 
reminded  them  that  the  holy  family  was 
not  allowed  to  stay  in  the  inn. 

The  opening  of  the  doors  signified  to 
each  worshiper  that  the  birth  of  Jesus 
unlocks  the  door  of  eternity— that  salva¬ 
tion  has  come  through  the  birth  of  the 
Christ  child. 

Mitchell  J.  Ladich 
Toronto,  Ohio 


In  that  respect,  the  Christian  leaders 
gathered  in  Harare  passed  up  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  make  a  distinctive  contribution  to  the 
struggle  to  end  apartheid  by  not  distin¬ 
guishing  between  moral  and  immoral 
means  of  combating  evil  and  by  not  public¬ 
ly  insisting  that  immoral  means  should  not 
be  used  to  achieve  a  moral  end. 

The  increasing  tolerance  of  violence  to 
end  the  violence  of  apartheid  could  trag¬ 
ically  flaw  whatever  the  alternative  to 
apartheid  turns  out  to  be.  It  could  like¬ 
wise  compromise  the  church’s  ability  to 
serve  as  a  moral  voice  seeking  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  opposing  forces  in  South  Africa. 

Sensitivity  to  evil  needed 

Those  who  are  tempted  to  be  critical  of 
the  Harare  meeting  and  its  declaration 
need  to  be  sensitive  to  the  massive  evil 
apartheid  has  perpetrated,  and  is  perpe¬ 
trating  daily,  on  South  African  blacks. 

While  other,  equally  deplorable  human- 
rights  violations  in  the  world  similarly 
warrant  the  church’s  condemnation,  the 
constitutional  reinforcement  of  South 
African  apartheid  makes  it  a  particular¬ 
ly  abhorrent  violation  of  God’s  will. 

On  the  other  hand,  both  the  positive 
and  negative  implications  of  the  Harare 
meeting’s  actions  need  to  be  recognized 
and  clarified  as  church  leaders  in  other 
countries  attempt  to  enlist  support  for 
their  efforts  to  bring  apartheid  to  an  end. 

Those  same  leaders  also  should  look 
upon  their  efforts  at  Harare  as  unfinished. 
Especially  in  need  of  attention  are  the  bib¬ 
lical  and  theological  grounds  for  the  Har¬ 
are  Declaration.  The  absence  of  such 
"homework"  is  probably  the  most  glaring 
weakness  of  the  present  statement. 

The  Harare  Declaration  clearly  re¬ 
flects  an  appreciation  for  economic  co¬ 
ercion,  for  the  trade  union  movement 
and  for  those  who  have  decided  that  an 
evil  system  must  be  opposed  with  force. 
But  where  are  the  spirit  and  teachings  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  Harare  Declaration? 

If  the  output  of  the  Harare  meeting  is 
to  be  perceived  as  an  authentic  “word 
from  the  Lord”  by  the  vast  majority  of 
the  world’s  Christians,  its  grounding  in 
Scripture  and  tradition  must  be  more  ev¬ 
ident  than  is  the  case. 

Most  Christians  would  be  moved  to  join 
hands  in  opposing  apartheid  if  they  could 
understand  the  magnitude  of  its  injustice 
and  if  they  were  provided  a  morally  con¬ 
vincing  vision  of  how  to  oppose  it  without 
supporting  other  injustices. 

If  such  a  vision  can  be  set  forth  in  the 
weeks  and  months  ahead  by  those  who 
met  in  Harare,  their  efforts  are  likely  to 
produce  much  more  effective  results 
than  if  they  simply  seek  the  support  of 
Christian  individuals  and  groups  for  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Harare  Declaration. 

Such  a  vision  not  only  would  make  a 
needed  "decisive”  contribution  to  ending 
apartheid  but  could  also  pave  the  way 
for  a  new  South  Africa  that  more  nearly 
reflects  the  justice  God  intends  for  hu¬ 
man  life  everywhere. 


Post- Africa  Journal 

Clearing  away  the  clutter 
leads  to  insight,  resolution 


This  time  last  year  our  family’s  top 
priority  was  deciding  which  possessions 
to  leave  behind  and  which  to  take  on  a 
half-year  sojourn  in  another  land. 

Our  options  were  almost  unlimited  so 
long  as  we  got  every- 
thing— clothes,  cook-  ,  ■  ** 

ing  utensils,  books, 
toys,  etc.  —  into  10 
bags  weighing  no 
more  than  70  pounds 
each. 

An  important  sec¬ 
ondary  priority  was 
what  to  do  with  all  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
the  rest,  beginning  with  our  house  and 
two  vehicles.  Oh,  the  agony  of  deciding 
which  of  a  closet  full  of  suits  to  take, 
which  to  put  in  storage  and  which  to  give 
to  Goodwill. 

When  we  arrived  in  Kenya,  we  faced 
an  opposite  problem:  how  to  fill  the  spa¬ 
cious  house  made  available  to  us  by  the 
church  with  enough  of  our  things  for  it  to 
feel  like  home. 

We  soon  were  amazed  how  adequately 
our  needs  could  be  satisfied  by  a  few 
pieces  of  furniture  supplemented  by 
wicker  chairs  and  large,  locally  woven 
bamboo  baskets. 

Relieved  of  the  notion  that  there’s  vir¬ 
tue  in  wearing  a  different  set  of  clothes 
every  day,  we  found  the  sparse  ward¬ 
robes  we  took  more  than  sufficient. 

The  simple  desk,  chair  and  cardboard 
box  I  used  for  a  filing  cabinet  left  few  of 
my  work  and  study  needs  unmet. 

As  weeks  passed  into  months,  an  unex¬ 
pected  awareness  dawned:  Our  lives  had 
become  much  less  cluttered— and  it  was 
glorious. 

The  reduction  in  clutter  in  our  new 
physical  surroundings  helped  us  also  to 
recognize  a  lot  of  clutter  in  other  parts 
of  our  lives. 

Our  individual  schedules,  for  example, 
had  been  cluttered  with  more  activities 
and  responsibilities  than  any  person  rea¬ 
sonably  and  enjoyably  could  handle. 
Each  of  us  found  it  difficult  to  prioritize 
our  commitments  and  to  say  “no”  to 
those  of  lesser  importance. 

Our  collective  “schedule"  had  become 
a  chaotic  maze  of  demands  pushing  and 
pulling  us  in  all  directions. 

For  a  time  in  East  Africa,  at  least, 
most  of  our  schedule  clutter  was  sudden¬ 
ly  gone. 

In  the  resulting  stillness  I  discovered 
that  my  life  also  had  become  cluttered 
with  negative  attitudes,  petty  feelings, 
and  questionable  desires. 

As  this  clutter  was  identified  and 
stripped  away,  I  felt  both  cleansed  and 
receptive  to  new  stirrings  of  God’s  Spirit 


within  me.  And  I  found  myself  looking  at 
and  relating  to  other  people  differently. 

“Strange,”  I  thought,  “that  the  ancient 
components  of  salvation— introspection, 
awareness  of  sin,  repentance,  and  new 
life  received  by  God’s  grace— should  be 
experienced  anew  through  the  unclutter¬ 
ing  of  my  life.” 

My  return  in  August  to  the  “real 
world”— an  office  and  a  house  still  filled 
with  years  of  accumulated  clutter- 
posed  an  immediate  challenge.  I  re¬ 
solved  to  keep  my  life  as  uncluttered  as 
possible.  That  required  both  some  imme¬ 
diate  clearing  away  of  clutter  and  resist¬ 
ing  the  temptation  to  launch  an 
anti-clutter  crusade. 

In  that  regard,  I’ve  learned  it’s  better 
to  ignore  some  clutter  that’s  doing  no 
harm  than  to  fret  about  it. 

It  was  amazing  how  many  of  the 
clothes  I’d  earlier  decided  to  keep  could 
be  given  away  and  how  much  of  my  of¬ 
fice  clutter  could  be  thrown  away. 

I  decided  not  to  say  yes  to  any  new  re¬ 
sponsibility  that  could  not  be  performed 
joyfully  and  to  the  glory  of  God  and  then 
to  hold  myself  accountable  to  that  vow 
should  my  schedule  begin  feeling  oppres¬ 
sive. 

These  decisions  have  not  removed  all 
clutter  from  my  schedule,  but  they’ve 
provided  a  much  more  constructive  atti¬ 
tude  on  how  to  use  the  moments,  hours 
and  days  entrusted  to  me. 

I  can’t  remember  the  last  time  I  made 
a  New  Year’s  resolution.  This  year  I’m 
making  two:  to  live  as  uncluttered  a  life 
as  possible  and  to  remember  that  daily 
moments  of  silence,  uncluttered  by  the 
demands  of  thought  and  activity,  are  not 
optional  but  mandatory  for  one  seeking 
to  know  and  do  the  will  of  God. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


ARE  WE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU? 

We  are  looking  for  two  special  per¬ 
sons  to  fill  key  positions  on  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  staff.  Adminis¬ 
trative  experience,  including  budget¬ 
ary  management,  a  primary 
consideration  for  one  position;  news¬ 
paper  production  experience,  includ¬ 
ing  budgetary  management,  for  the 
other.  Candidates  for  both  positions 
need  to  offer  a  combination  of  active 
Christian  commitment,  high  energy 
level,  understanding  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  willingness  to 
relocate  in  Dallas.  Excellent  growth 
potential.  Salary  and  benefits  nego¬ 
tiable.  If  interested,  contact  Dan  J. 
Louis,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275,  or  (214)  630-6495. 
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Crackdown  on  religious  liberty  widespread  in  ’85 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Crackdowns  on  various  forms  of  reli¬ 
gious  practice  around  the  world  were  nu¬ 
merous  during  1985. 

The  right  to  practice  religion  without 
government  interference  and  persecu¬ 
tion  did  not  become  any  easier  for  most 
of  the  world's  people,  according  to  hu¬ 
man  rights  organizations. 

United  Methodists  responded  to  or 
were  victims  of  many  of  the  incidents. 

In  Czechoslovakia,  for  example,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  other  Christians  cele¬ 
brated  the  Christmas  season  with  great 
caution.  Fresh  on  their  minds  was  their 
government’s  November  series  of  raids 
on  homes  of  Christians.  Religious  litera¬ 
ture  and  items  connected  with  potential 
religious  communication— typewriters, 
tape  recorders,  cassettes  and  paper— 
were  confiscated. 

Imprisonment  is  common  in  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  for  unauthorized  preaching  or 
possession  of  religious  literature,  ac¬ 
cording  to  reports  from  the  Amnesty  In¬ 
ternational  human  rights  group. 

Other  crackdowns— probably  repre¬ 
senting  the  majority  of  cases  around  the 
world,  according  to  United  Methodist 
missions  officials— were  on  activities  in 
which  Christians  sought  to  live  out  social 
understandings  of  the  faith. 

In  the  Philippines,  for  example,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  other  Christians  spent 
the  holidays  in  a  Christmas  environment 
less  like  that  of  the  shepherds  biding 
their  flocks  by  night  than  of  King  Her¬ 
od’s  slaying  of  innocents  to  protect  his 
political  power. 


Church  response  varied ,  priority  given  to  ‘ more  urgent 9  concerns 


In  the  past  year,  several  Filipino  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  — including  two  United 
Methodists— have  been  murdered  while 
participating  in  Christian  social  projects 
designed  to  help  the  poor  and  powerless 
(see  story  below  right)  but  considered  by 
others  to  be  challenges  to  President  Mar¬ 
cos. 

‘U.S.  UMs  take  liberty  for  granted’ 

The  Reporter  staff  spent  most  of  last 
week  on  the  phone,  calling  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  ecumenical  and  human  rights 
leaders  about  how  they  have  dealt  with 
religious  restrictions  around  the  world. 

All  agreed  the  problems  are  signifi¬ 
cant  and  need  to  be  addressed. 

But  the  Reporter  found  a  wide  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  about  how  to  address  the 
problems. 

UM  layman  James  M.  Dolliver,  Wash¬ 
ington  state  supreme  court  justice,  rep¬ 
resents  the  point  of  view  that  religious 
restrictions  need  direct  action. 

"Even  though  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  world  church,  most  of  us  in 
the  United  States  take  religious  liberty 
for  granted,”  he  said  last  week. 

U.S.  United  Methodists  tend  to  forget 
hat  United  Methodist  congregations  and 
conferences  are  in  nearly  two  dozen  na¬ 
tions,  some  of  them  among  the  most  op¬ 
pressive  of  religion  (see  list  at  bottom),  he 
said. 

In  1984,  as  a  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference,  Judge  Dolliver  bucked  a  leg¬ 
islative  committee’s  rejection  and  pre¬ 


sented  a  tough  resolution  on  "Religious 
Freedom”  as  a  minority  report.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  conference’s  1,000  delegates 
adopted  the  resolution  as  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  official  stance  (see  Page  404,  "The 
Book  of  Resolutions”). 

The  resolution  charges  UM  agencies  to 
vigorously  advocate  freedom  for  all  reli¬ 
gions  around  the  world. 

It  says:  “Human  beings  must  be  able 
to  do  freely  that  for  which  they  were 
created— to  worship  God.” 

It  says  religious  liberty  includes  the 
freedom  to  assemble,  teach  religious  be¬ 
liefs  to  children,  publish  relevant  publi¬ 
cations,  promulgate  religious  beliefs  to 
others,  receive  contributions,  elect  and 
train  leaders,  observe  days  of  rest  and 
holidays,  speak  to  and  influence  other  so¬ 
cial  institutions  and  maintain  contact 
with  international  religious  communi¬ 
ties. 

Judge  Dolliver  told  the  Reporter  last 
week  that  “religious  liberty  is  a  univer¬ 
sal  need”  and  should  be  advocated  for 
every  nation  just  like  peace  and  justice. 

“I  completely  reject  the  suggestion  that 
we  shouldn't  advocate  it  for  everybody,” 
Judge  Dolliver  said.  However,  he  said  he 
isn’t  aware  of  much  new  advocacy. 

No  one  focuses  on  religious  liberty 

In  practice,  United  Methodist,  ecu¬ 
menical  and  other  denominations’  agen¬ 
cies  deal  with  major  individual  religious 
liberty  concerns  on  a  case  by  case  basis, 
the  Reporter  found. 


Subtle  nudges 

U.S.  seminary  dean  teaches  pastors  in  Estonia 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodist  pastors  in  the  Soviet  republic  of  Estonia 
had  a  rare  experience  this  month. 

They  received  some  seminary  education— most  for  the 
first  time. 

An  unlikely  set  of  circumstances  found  the  Rev.  Robert 
Mulholland  teaching  all  16  active  Estonian  UM  pastors  and 
approximately  85  laypeople  and  retired  pastors  for  two 
weeks  in  mid-December. 

Dr.  Mulholland  is  dean  of  the  nondenominational  Asbury 
Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  and  a  member  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Baltimore  Annual  Conference. 

There  is  no  Methodist  seminary  in  Estonia,  a  Soviet  repub¬ 
lic  south  of  Finland,  nor  in  all  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Limitations  on  travel  to  other  countries  are  among  re¬ 
strictions  Estonians  live  under,  Dr.  Mulholland  said.  So  Sovi¬ 
et  approval  for  Dr.  Mulholland  to  come  to  Estonia  to  teach 
was  seen  as  something  of  a  breakthrough  in  clergy  education. 

Dr.  Mulholland’s  visit  was  an  outgrowth  of  travel  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  by  Mark  Elliott,  an  Asbury  College  professor  of 
Spviet  history.  Because  he  had  led  tours  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  had  met  many  church  leaders  there,  Dr.  Elliott  hosted 
the  Rev.  Olav  Parnamets,  Estonia  UM  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  last  summer  during  part  of  Mr.  Parnamets’  trip  to  the 
United  States  for  a  World  Methodist  Council  meeting. 


Mr.  Parnamets  talked  then  of  the  great  need  for  seminary 
education  for  his  pastors. 

Dr.  Elliott  arranged  for  Dr.  Mulholland  to  go  teach  on 
Acts  and  Revelations,  the  two  subjects  requested  by  Mr. 
Parnamets.* 

Hastily  collected  private  funds  financed  the  trip  when  So¬ 
viet  approval  was  given. 

Asked  about  evidence  of  restrictions  on  religious  liberties, 
Dr.  Mulholland  said  the  pastors  “hardly  mentioned  it.  They 
were  more  concerned  with  not  having  enough  training  for 
pastoral  counseling,  preaching  and  more  study  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.” 

Of  the  16  pastors  Dr.  Mulholland  taught,  two  were  receiv¬ 
ing  other  seminary  education— one  via  correspondence 
courses  from  a  seminary  in  England  and  another  from  the 
Lutheran  seminary  in  Tallinn,  Estonia. 

Dr.  Mulholland  noted  that  children  cannot  be  educated  in 
formal  church-organized  settings  and  churches  are  allowed 
to  meet  only  at  designated  times  during  the  week. 

"Not  many  Christmas  decorations  are  seen  publicly.  But  if 
you  look  carefully  through  the  windows,  you  sometimes  see 
lights  on  a  tree,”  he  said. 

"I  think  maybe  (the  Soviet  government)  may  be  thawing  a 
little,”  Dr.  Mulholland  said.  “Time  will  tell,  though.  We’d 
like  to  see  some  of  the  pastors  get  out  of  Estonia  long  enough 
to  receive  some  training  at  a  seminary.” 


NCC  uses  ‘quiet  diplomacy’  in  Eastern  Europe 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

When  an  East  European  government  removed  a  priest 
from  his  parish  ministry  and  practically  placed  him  under 
house  arrest  this  year,  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
the  U.S.A.  helped  get  him  back  into  his  regular  ministry. 

He  was  helped  through  a  little-known  organization  that 
works  very  quietly  for  religious  liberty  in  the  35  European 
and  North  American  nations  that  are  signators  of  the  1975 
Helsinki  accords  which  guarantee  certain  human  rights  to 
citizens  of  those  nations. 

The  organization  has  the  cumbersome  name  of  the 
Churches’  Human  Rights  Program  for  Implementation  of 
the  Helsinki  Final  Action.  It  includes  the  European  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Churches  (from  east  and  west)  and  national  councils 
of  churches  in  both  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Any  one  of  the  three  ecumenical  groups  can  bring  a  prob¬ 
lem  before  the  total  group.  About  100  complaints  have  come 
since  its  formation  in  1980,  said  the  Rev.  William  Wipfler, 


human  rights  officer  of  the  NCC.  Of  those,  about  40  were 
deemed  appropriate  and  dealt  with,  he  said.  About  two- 
thirds  of  those  cases  involved  specific  religious  rights  viola¬ 
tions,  he  said. 

The  group  seldom  takes  credit  for  success,  Mr.  Wipfler 
said,  because  there  always  are  several  groups  working  on  a 
problem.  Other  groups  take  a  harder  stance  and  go  public 
with  problems  while  the  church  group  tends  quietly  to  use 
religious  contacts  inside  various  countries,  he  said.  Neither 
method  is  superior  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Wipfler  said  religious  liberty  in  no  other  region  of  the 
world  gets  the  same  attention  because  other  nations  haven’t 
signed  treaties  similar  to  the  Helsinki  accords  guaranteeing 
human  rights. 

Although  many  people  have  been  cynical  about  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  Helsinki  agreement,  he  said,  it  has  provided  a 
tool  to  persuade  governments  to  live  up  to  past  promises. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK  and  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Officials  explained  that  as  important 
as  they  consider  religious  liberty  to  be, 
such  concerns  as  hunger,  war,  racism 
and  economic  injustice  simply  require 
more  urgent  deliberate  action. 

"We  don’t  focus  on  religious  rights,” 
said  the  Rev.  William  Wipfler,  head  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’  human 
rights  office.  “Religious  liberties  may  be 
under  pressure  in  a  particular  country, 
but  that  usually  isn’t  a  matter  of  life  and 
death.” 

He  said  his  office  does  practice  “quiet 
diplomacy”  on  a  regular  basis  concern¬ 
ing  liberty  problems  in  Europe  (see  story 
at  left),  but  he  said  he  doesn’t  know  of 
any  organization  that  keeps  track  of  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  around  the  world  and  focus¬ 
es  public  attention  on  problems. 

United  Methodists  for  Religious 
Liberty  and  Human  Rights  doesn’t. 
Diane  Knippers,  of  that  unofficial  cau¬ 
cus,  acknowledged  that  the  group  has  not 
done  much  monitoring  of  specific  situa¬ 
tions.  Lack  of  money  and  the  smallness 
of  the  caucus’  membership  is  one  reason, 
she  said. 

Concerns  about  carrying  out  primary 
mission  tasks  have  to  take  priority  Over 
crusades  for  religious  freedom,  ex¬ 
plained  executives  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“Do  you  think  I’m  going  to  risk  losing 
my  visa  into  that  country?”  said  one  ex¬ 
ecutive  in  Global  Ministries’  World  Divi¬ 
sion  in  saying  why  she  couldn’t  publicly 
discuss  religious  repression  in  a  particu¬ 
lar  nation. 

The  official  UM  statement  as  adopted  in 
1984  calls  on  church  agencies  to  “provide 
open  testimony  to  help  protect  persecuted 
believers  by  focusing  public  attention  on 
the  actions  of  their  oppressors.” 

But  mission  executives  explained  that 
their  ability  to  work  effectively  with 
mission  personnel  and  colleague 
churches  is  dependent  on  their  being  able 
to  travel  in  and  out  of  the  nations. 

They  indicated  they  are  supportive  of 
overseas  Christians  as  they  try  to  practice 
their  religion  within  the  limits  of  their  sit¬ 
uation.  And  they  said  they  deal  publicly 
with  the  most  severe  cases  of  restriction 
such  as  jailing,  torture  and  murder. 

‘Let’s  give  Africa  room’ 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens,  executive  of 
the  mission  board’s  Africa-Europe  of¬ 
fice,  explained  that  while  African  na¬ 
tions  have  a  long  way  to  go  on  religious 
liberty,  he  believes  other  concerns  have 
priority. 

“It  is  rather  harsh  to  bring  judgment 
on  Africa,”  he  said.  “The  governments 
are  still  developing  their  ground  rules.  It 
may  be  30-40  years  before  it  is  all  set¬ 
tled.  Let’s  give  Africa  room. 

"If  you  want  to  be  harsh  on  a  conti¬ 
nent,  be  harsh  on  Europe,"  Dr.  Bivens 
said.  Governments  in  Eastern  Europe 
have  clearly  sided  against  religion,  he 
said. 

Still,  he  said  he  finds  it  interesting 
“that  we  worry  about  obstacles  that  oth¬ 
ers  face  in  their  various  countries.  They 
are  working  their  problems  out  or  get¬ 
ting  around  them.  We  (in  America)  have 
no  such  obstacles  keeping  us  from 
church,  but  our  churches  are  dying.” 

Adventists  most  involved 

The  Reporter  also  found  that  the 
World  Methodist  Council  — the  world¬ 
wide  community  of  autonomous  Method¬ 
ist  churches— has  no  agency,  office  or 
system  specifically  set  up  to  help  in  ex¬ 
panding  religious  freedom  or  in  protect¬ 
ing  threatened  individuals  and 
institutions. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the  council’s  chief 
executive,  said  the  only  Protestant  group 
he  knows  of  that  deals  with  religious  lib- 


Observers  list  deterioration,  improvements 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editors 

Member  churches  in  the  world  Meth¬ 
odist  communion,  including  United 
Methodists,  attempt  to  maintain  congre¬ 
gations  in  many  countries  where  reli¬ 
gious  expression  is  severely  restricted. 

Religious  leaders  in  those  countries  of¬ 
ten  face  arrests,  torture  and  even  death, 


according  to  Amnesty  International,  a 
human  rights  organization  officially  en¬ 
dorsed  Dy  the  United  Methodist  Church 
(see  list  at  right). 

Religious  restrictions  remained  “more 
or  less  the  same  in  most  places”  during 
1985,  according  to  the  Rev.  Bert  Beach, 
head  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist  in¬ 
ternational  office  on  religious  liberty, 
the  only  Protestant  one  of  its  kind. 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Pastor  Robert  May  and  the  congregation  of  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  started  their  church  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  on  August  2,  1 985. 

In  their  first  issue,  the  pastor  writes  "a  New  Beginning  is  a  lesson  our 
God  has  given  us  throughout  the  Bible.” 

"New  beginnings  are  for  the  asking 
.  .  .  The  weekly  New  Horizon  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  Friday  and  will  help  us  all 
keep  better  informed  about  our  church, 
our  conference,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  around  the  world.” 

“ The  New  Beginning  in  periodical  form  Robert  May 

will  continue  to  be  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  our  church  cares  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  from  our  creator ,  who  makes  all  things  new.” 

This  pastor  and  congregation,  along  with  over  350  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  have  “caught  the  vision”  of  the  value'of  new  beginnings  for  their 
ministry  of  information  through  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  church  edi¬ 
tion. 

For  more  information  about  Reporter  church  editions,  contact  Bill  Bai¬ 
ley,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275  Dallas  Texas 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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He  said  he  saw  improvements  during 
1985  in  China  but  a  deterioration  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  and  India.  The  Indian  government 
isn’t  at  fault,  but  an  increasingly  mili¬ 
tant  Hindu  culture  threatens  followers  of 
other  religions,  Dr.  Beach  said. 

Improvement  is  seen  in  Burundi  by  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Bivens,  head  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists’  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  section  on  Africa-Europe. 

He  said  he  noticed  a  growing  coopera¬ 
tion  between  Burundi’s  Marxist/socialist 
government  and  United  Methodists  dur¬ 
ing  a  recent  visit  to  Burundi. 

Government  officials  there  are 
pleased  to  see  that  the  UM  philosophy 
“deals  with  the  stomach  and  the  soul," 
he  said.  The  United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ence  in  Burundi  was  formed  in  1984  from 
members  previously  affiliated  with  an¬ 
other  U.S.  denomination. 

Dr.  Bivens  said  he  also  has  observed 
improvement  in  Zimbabwe. 

However,  the  New  York-based  Free¬ 
dom  House— a  human  rights  monitoring 
organization— listed  Zimbabwe  as  one 
place  of  deterioration  in  freedoms  dur¬ 
ing  1984. 

James  Finn  of  the  Freedom  House 
staff  said  his  organization  evaluates  reli¬ 
gious  liberties  but  looks  more  closely  at 
other  civil  and  political  liberties  which 
tend  to  coincide  with  religious  freedoms. 
Major  setbacks  in  freedoms  during  1985 
occurred  in  Zimbabwe,  Panama,  Mexico 
and  Greece,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Perez  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  Latin  American  office  said  one  of 
his  major  concerns  is  Bolivia. 

The  church  there  is  not  under  obvious 
attack  by  the  government,  Mr.  Perez 
said.  But  newspaper  charges  of  radical¬ 
ism  in  the  Methodist  Church  set  up  the 
church  as  a  potential  target  of  right- 
wing  vigilante  attacks.  Church  leaders 
have  requested  outside  support.  Both  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and 


The  London  headquarters  of  Amnesty 
International  this  year  listed  15  coun¬ 
tries  with  governments  that  severely 
restrict  religious  liberties. 

In  alphabetical  order,  the  15  are: 
Albania  (Europe) 

‘Burundi  (Africa) 

‘Bulgaria  (Europe) 

“Cuba  (Caribbean) 
•Czechoslovakia  (Europe) 
fChina  (Asia) 

Egypt  (Africa) 

Ethiopia  (Africa) 

Iran  (Mid-East) 

Nepal  (Asia) 
fPakistan  (Asia) 

Romania  (Europe) 

•U.S.S.R.  (Europe) 

Vietnam  (Asia) 

Yugoslavia  (Europe) 

(*  denotes  countries  with  official 
United  Methodist  structure,  “  denotes 
those  with  autonomous  Methodist 
churches,  f  denotes  those  with  united 
churches  whose  members  include  for¬ 
mer  Methodists.) 

the  General  Council  on  Ministries  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  this  fall  about  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  Bolivia. 

Mr.  Perez  said  the  worst  situations  in 
the  Western  Hemisphere  are  in  Haiti, 
Paraguay  and  Chile.  Government  in¬ 
formers  can  be  anywhere  listening  for  a 
criticism  of  the  government  which  will 
be  punished,  he  said. 

Mr.  Perez  and  Freedom  House  both 
see  important  improvements  in  Argenti¬ 
na  as  it  has  moved  away  from  a  military 
dictatorship. 

Mr.  Finn  at  Freedom  House  says  ad¬ 
vances  in  religious  liberty  and  all  free¬ 
doms  tend  to  coincide  with  political 
democratic  improvements  in  Brazil,  El 
Salvador,  Grenada,  Guatemala,  Uru¬ 
guay,  Belize  and  Suriname. 


erty  systematically  is  the  Seventh  Day 
Adventist  church. 

The  Rev.  Bert  Beach,  director  of  the 
Adventists’  international  office  on  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  in  Washington,  agreed. 

“Mainline  Protestants  are  especially 
poorly  organized  for  dealing  with  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  questions,”  he  said. 

Each  level  of  Adventists— national,  re¬ 
gional  and  conference— has  an  office  like 
Dr.  Beach’s  international-level  office. 
When  Adventists  run  into  religious  restric¬ 
tions,  “they  know  what  to  do  to  connect 
with  the  international  body,”  he  said. 

Bishops  play  role 

Within  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
efforts  are  more  fragmented. 

One  major  place  where  religious  liber¬ 
ty  concerns  are  likely  to  emerge  is  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  At  its  November 
meeting,  the  council  took  action  on  reli¬ 


gious  liberty  concerns  in  Bolivia,  Libe¬ 
ria.  South  Africa  and  Nicaragua. 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  (Louisville,  Ky., 
Area),  council  secretary,  said  the  semi¬ 
annual  gathering  of  the  world’s  UM  bish¬ 
ops  provides  a  way  to  share  special 
concerns.  In  addition,  each  nation  with 
Methodist  churches  is  visited  every  four 
years  by  a  UM  bishop.  However,  the 
council  has  no  organized  procedure  for 
making  certain  all  concerns  are  heard 
and  handled,  he  said. 

Haviland  Houston,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  said  each  general-church 
agency  in  the  denomination  stands  ready 
to  be  called  on  to  respond  to  emergency 
concerns.  Whichever  agency  happens  to 
be  meeting  next  is  where  a  concern  is 
likely  to  be  brought  up  and  addressed, 
she  says.  "As  matters  are  brought  to  our 
attention,  we  deal  with  them." 

Associate  Editor  Roberta  Sappington 
and  Staff  Writers  Susan  Aguren  and 
Sheron  Patterson  researched  this  story. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

MANILA,  Philippines — Protestors  wearing  masks  depicting  President 
Ferdinand  Marcos  and  his  wife  lead  a  woman  bound  at  the  wrists  in  a  dem¬ 
onstration  against  U.S.  aid  to  the  Marcos  government.  Church  and  human 
rights  officials  say  the  question  of  religious  liberty  in  countries  with  volatile 
political  climates,  like  that  in  the  Philippines,  is  complicated.  They  say  most 
nations  will  allow  religious  liberty  as  long  as  people  don’t  feel  led  to  criticize 
governmental  or  societal  institutions. 

If  deemed  ‘political,’ 
religious  expression 
risks  violent  reaction 


By  SHERON  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

South  Korean  government  torturers 
have  been  holding  Methodist  mission 
worker  Kim  Kun  Tae  since  September. 

But  church  and  human  rights  groups 
internationally  are  keeping  his  case 
alive. 

And  keeping  his  name  alive  by  publi¬ 
cizing  his  plight  may  help  keep  him  alive 
until  he  is  released  or  at  least  treated  in 
a  manner  acceptable  under  international 
agreements,  human  rights  leaders  say. 

Mr.  Kim  is  just  one  of  many  such  ex¬ 
amples  in  South  Korea;  South  Korea,  in 
turn,  is  just  one  of  many  nations  with 
similar  examples. 

Reports  received  by  United  Method¬ 
ism’s’  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  indicate  Mr.  Kim's  torture  has 
included  being  suspended  upside  down, 
being  forced  to  ingest  water  laced  with 
red  pepper,  having  electric  wires  at¬ 
tached  to  his  genitals  and  being  beaten. 

A  worker  with  the  Korean  Methodist 
urban  mission,  Mr.  Kim,  30.  has  been  in 
police  custody  since  September  on  suspi¬ 
cion  of  being  a  North  Korean  agent. 

He  is  a  former  president  of  Korea’s 
National  Youth  Alliance  for  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Movement.  The  alliance  has 
called  for  a  free  press,  free  assembly 
and  open  elections  in  South  Korea.  His 
work  with  the  Methodist  urban  mission 
has  involved  advocacy  for  rights  of 
workers. 

Mr.  Kim’s  case  is  a  good  example  of 
the  common  claim  by  governments 
around  the  world  that  a  given  person  is 
jailed  for  political,  not  religious,  rea¬ 
sons,  UM  officials  say. 

However,  an  official  United  Methodist 
statement  defines  religious  liberty  as  in¬ 
cluding  the  freedom  "to  speak  to  and  in¬ 
fluence  the  other  social  institutions  of 
society.” 

In  most  nations  religious  freedom  is 
not  restricted  unless  a  person  is  per¬ 
ceived  as  being  critical  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  or  involved  in  work  that  appears  to 
challenge  the  government's  power.  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  officials  told  the  Reporter. 

Pat  Patterson,  Global  Ministries  area 
secretary  to  Korea  and  Japan,  recently 
visited  Korea  and  talked  to  Mr  Kim’s 
wife.  She  said  that  in  response  to  the  tor¬ 
turing  of  Mr.  Kim,  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church  along  with  the  five  other  mem¬ 
ber  churches  of  the  Korean  Council  of 


Churches  protested  to  the  government. 
They  also  have  issued  pastoral  letters  to 
all  that  ecumenical  body’s  member- 
churches.  (The  churches  did  the  same 
thing  about  five  years  ago,  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  said  it  would  stop  the  torturings.) 

At  its  fall  meeting,  the  World  Division 
of  Global  Ministries  adopted  a  protest 
against  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Kim.  The 
division’s  president.  Bishop  Roy  Sano  of 
Denver,  registered  the  protest  with  the 
U.S.  State  Department  and  with  the 
president  of  Korea. 

Protests  are  too  late  for  two  Filipino 
United  Methodists. 

The  Rev.  Magnifico  Osorio  was  killed 
by  undetermined  assailants,  presumably 
because  of  his  work  with  natives  of  one 
island  who  were  trying  to  keep  their  an¬ 
cestral  land  from  rich  land  owners,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Douglas 
Cunningham,  a  UM  minister  who  recent¬ 
ly  spent  15  months  in  the  Philippines. 

Mr.  Cunningham  said  the  Rev.  Porten- 
ciano  Ejano  was  murdered  brutally  for 
what  many  believe  was  the  mere  fact 
that  he  traveled  to  a  town  occupied  by 
anti-government  rebels. 

His  body  was  found  burned,  with  legs 
and  arms  cut  off.  According  to  a  Manila 
newspaper.  Mr.  Ejano  was  suspected  of 
being  a  supplier  for  the  rebels.  His  wid¬ 
ow  has  issued  an  affidavit  stating  that 
the  Philippine  army  committed  the  act. 

“Although  they  know  there  are  risks 
involved,  more  Filipino  pastors  are 
speaking  out,"  Mr.  Cunningham  said. 

After  the  killing  of  Mr.  Ejano,  UM 
Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil  issued  a  de¬ 
nouncement  of  the  killing  to  the  Marcos 
government  and  the  military  officials, 
the  first  time  he  has  done  that,  Mr.  Cun¬ 
ningham  said. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


L'OSSERVATORE  ROMANO  PHOTO 

ROME — Pope  John  Paul  II  greets  United  Methodist  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  Atlanta,  one  of  10  non-Catholics  recently  invited  to  observe  the 
world  synod  of  Catholic  bishops  and  to  be  dinner  guests  of  the  pope  (see  ac¬ 
companying  story). 
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News  agency  indicates 
’85  human  need  focus 
for  United  Methodists 


Managing  Editor 

World  Methodism’s  top  elected  official 
said  he  hopes  something  will  come  of  the 
frank  exchange  he  had  recently  with 
Pope  John  Paul  II. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  Atlanta  was  one  of  10  non- 
Catholic  leaders  invited  to  observe  a 
two-week  meeting  of  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  and  to  be  the  pope’s  dinner 
guests  at  the  Vatican’s  Apostolic  Palace. 

The  exchange  occurred  during  the  din¬ 
ner  which  the  Pope  hosted  for  the  10  ob¬ 
servers.  All  are  top  officials  in  their 
respective  world  Christian  communions 
such  as  Anglican,  Lutheran,  Baptist  and 
Reformed. 

Bishop  Cannon,  who  chairs  the  World 
Methodist  Council  executive  committee, 
was  the  only  one  among  the  10  who  also 
had  been  an  observer  at  the  Second  Vati¬ 
can  Council  which  ended  20  years  ago. 

On  that  basis,  Pope  John  Paul,  during 
dinner  conversation,  asked  Bishop  Can¬ 
non’s  impressions  of  what  has  happened 
since  Vatican  II.  Bishop  Cannon  told  the 
Reporter  this  was  his  response: 

‘It’s  a  different  world’ 

“Your  Holiness,  20  years  ago  we  had 
no  contacts  with  Roman  Catholics  and 
no  services  together.  Now  we  have  ecu¬ 
menical  services  together.  I  have 
preached  in  Roman  Catholic  churches, 
and  Roman  Catholic  bishops  have 
preached  in  mine. 

“We  have  good  conversations,  and  we 
cooperate  in  moral  and  social  political 
matters  of  great  importance.  It’s  a  dif¬ 
ferent  world.” 

He  said  he  also  noted  that  when  the 
Catholic  archbishop  of  Atlanta  died  re¬ 
cently,  he  gave  the  eulogy.  Bishop  Can¬ 
non  lives  in  Atlanta  in  retirement. 

Bishop  Cannon  said  the  pope  seemed 
pleased  with  his  response. 

Then,  the  bishop  said,  “I  raised  a  sub¬ 
stantive  point. 

"I  said,  ‘Your  Holiness,  when  we  Meth¬ 
odists  and  Catholics  first  started  our 
conversations  [in  1967]  the  Catholics  had 
Mass  every  morning.  As  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  I  and  other  Methodists  would 
go  and  listen. 

But  the  longer  I  have  stayed  in  the 
conversations  and  have  come  to  know 
and  love  the  other  participants,  it  pains 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Nicaraguan  Protestant  leaders  who 
were  detained  and  interrogated  by  their 
government  this  fall  now  live  under  con¬ 
stant  surveillance,  one  of  those  leaders 
said  at  a  press  conference  last  week. 

Jimmy  Hassan,  a  Nicaraguan  layman 
who  headed  that  country’s  Campus  Cru¬ 
sade  for  Christ  office,  said  he  and  his 
family  were  able  by  a  fluke  to  get  out  of 
the  country  two  weeks  ago. 

In  a  Washington  press  conference  Dec. 
19  sponsored  by  the  National  Association 
of  Evangelicals  (U.S.),  Mr.  Hassan  de¬ 
nied  Nicaraguan  government  charges 
that  he  and  other  ministers  were  guilty 
of  breaking  a  law  prohibiting  criticism 
of  the  military  draft  (see  UMR,  Dec.  13). 
He  said  they  never  spoke  against  the 
draft. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter.  Mr.  Hassan  described  circum¬ 
stances  for  ministers  such  as  the  Rev. 
Felix  Rosales.  Mr.  Rosales  is  the  head  of 
the  National  Council  of  Evangelical  Pas- 


me  that  I  can’t  have  Holy  Communion 
with  my  Catholic  friends.’ 

“He  said  he  could  understand  that.” 

Intercommunion  his  desire 

Bishop  Cannon— the  only  person  who 
has  participated  in  the  Methodist-Catho¬ 
lic  dialogues  from  the  beginning— added, 
”1  told  him  I  would  like  to  see  a  mutual 
recognition  of  our  ministerial  orders  so 
that  we  can  practice  intercommunion— 
that  is,  have  communion  together.  I  went 
on  to  say  I  felt  that  the  only  opening  to 
that  would  be  the  recognition  of  ordina¬ 
tion  by  the  Holy  Spirit  as  it  was  at  Pen¬ 
tecost.” 

"He  said,  'Well,  that’s  the  important 
thing,  of  course,  the  indwelling  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  inspiration  and  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.’  ” 

Bishop  Cannon  said  the  pope’s  com¬ 
ments  were  quickly  followed  by  those  of 
Cardinal  Johannes  Willebrands,  the  only 
other  Catholic  leader  at  the  dinner.  The 
Dutch  cardinal  heads  the  Vatican’s  Sec¬ 
retariat  for  Christian  Unity. 

Cardinal  Willebrands,  Bishop  Cannon 
said,  inserted  that  the  inspiration  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  “comes  through 
this  (Catholic)  line  of  apostolic  succes¬ 
sion.”  The  laying  on  of  hands  at  ministe¬ 
rial  ordination  doesn’t  mean  too  much, 
the  Dutch  leader  added,  but  the  real  sig¬ 
nificance  is  in  "the  means  whereby  the 
Holy  Spirit  comes.” 

Bishop  Cannon  said  he  interpreted 
that  to  mean  “an  absolute  allegiance  to 
apostolic  succession”  as  Catholics  under¬ 
stand  that  succession. 

Bishop  Cannon  told  the  Reporter,  "I 
don’t  know  whether  anything  will  come 
of  that  exchange.  I  hope  so.  The  Pope  is 
very  perceptive  and  very  eager  to  see 
the  union  of  Christendom." 

But  Bishop  Cannon  said  he  doesn't 
think  union  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  will  be  like  other  unions  “where 
we  have  more  or  less  give  and  take  in 
our  doctrines.  I  think  the  Catholics  feel 
that  custody  of  the  apostolic  faith  is  in 
their  hands. 

“By  and  large,  though,  we  have  far 
more  in  common  than  there  are  issues 
that  separate  us.” 

‘Minor’  bishop  recalled 

Bishop  Cannon  said  that  before  dinner 
the  pope  took  his  guests  to  his  little  pri- 


tors  and  was  visited  by  a  delegation  of 
UM  bishops  last  January. 

People  like  Mr.  Rosales  are  followed 
constantly  on  the  streets,  Mr.  Hassan 
said. 

Nearly  every  day,  state  security  peo¬ 
ple  come  to  their  houses  and  question 
them  about  their  day’s  activities.  They 
aren’t  allowed  to  leave  the  city  without  a 
government  permit.  Phones  are  tapped. 

“If  you  call  them,  they  will  probably 
say,  ’We’re  fine,  we’re  fine,  we’re  fine.’  ” 
They  are  prohibited  from  speaking  with 
foreigners  and  the  press  or  from  ap¬ 
proaching  any  embassy,  Mr.  Hassan 
said. 

All  organizations— such  as  the  one  Mr. 
Rosales  heads  and  Campus  Crusade— 
that  aren’t  related  to  the  Nicaraguan 
government-sanctioned  Protestant  de¬ 
velopment-relief  organization  (CEPAD) 
have  been  shut  down,  Mr.  Hassan  said. 

(CEPAD  is  financially  supported  by 
mainline  Protestant  groups  in  other  na¬ 
tions  such  as  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 


vate  chapel  inside  the  Apostolic  Palace. 
"He  let  each  of  us  kneel  on  the  little 
benches  there  and  pray  silently.  Then  the 
pope  got  down  on  the  hard  marble  floor 
to  pray." 

Bishop  Cannon  said  he  told  the  pope  he 
remembered  seeing  him  at  Vatican  II. 
The  pope,  apparently  surprised  that  any¬ 
one  had  remembered  him,  responded  that 
he  was  “unimportant  then,  only  a  minor 
Polish  bishop.”  Bishop  Cannon  said  he 
did  not  respond  to  that  observation. 

Bishop  Cannon  said  the  bishops'  synod 
itself,  far  from  being  a  retrenchment 
from  the  Second  Vatican  Council,  was 
“none  of  that  at  all.”  He  said  the  pope, 
preaching  at  St.  Peter’s,  showed  clearly 
that  he  is  interested  in  celebrating  the 
Second  Vatican  Council  by  implementing 
its  changes. 

claimed  in 

National  Council  of  Churches.) 

Mr.  Hassan  said  one  accusation  of  him 
by  his  government’s  interrogators  was 
that  he  was  opposed  to  CEPAD. 

He  said  CEPAD  is  liked  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  because  it  supports  the  Sandinista 
leaders  in  power.  People  in  trouble  are 
those  who  have  tried  to  stay  politically 
neutral,  he  said. 

Mr.  Hassan  said  that  at  the  end  of  his 
interrogation,  “Luis  Mendez  of  state  se¬ 
curity  told  me,  ‘You  preach  to  young 
people  of  Jesus  Christ  so  they  distance 
themselves  from  Marxism.  This  will 
never  be  permitted  in  Nicaragua’.” 

Mr.  Hassan  said  the  Nicaraguan  gov¬ 
ernment  had  fabricated  claims  at  the 
end  of  November  that  arrests  and  mara¬ 
thon  interrogations  in  October  had  be¬ 
come  necessary  because  of  alleged  links 
between  the  Nicaraguan  Protestants  and 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
in  Washington. 

The  institute  never  was  mentioned  in 
any  of  the  interrogations,  he  said. 


Liberian  bishop  reported 
returned  home  safely 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Liberian  United  Methodist  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  Kulah  is  reported  to  have  returned 
safely  to  his  home. 

Concerns  about  his  safety  prompted 
other  United  Methodist  bishops  in  No¬ 
vember  to  suggest  he  remain  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  for  a  while  (see  UMR,  Nov.  29). 
The  Council  of  Bishops  also  designated 
Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Wisconsin 
Area)  to  travel  with  Bishop  Kulah  when 
he  returned  to  Liberia.  (That  later  was 
deemed  unnecessary.) 

Bishop  Kulah  had  stirred  the  ire  of  Li¬ 
berian  government  officials  by  preach¬ 
ing  against  governmental  abuses  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  8).  In  retaliation,  the  govern¬ 
ment  stopped  its  subsidies  of  numerous 
United  Methodist  schools  and  hospitals. 

Missions  magazine  reveals 
photo  contest  winners 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Winners  have 
been  announced  for  a  photography  con¬ 
test  commemorating  the  75th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  “New  World  Outlook,”  official 
mission  journal  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Akemi  Miyama,  a  photojournalism 
student  at  California  State  University  at 
Fresno,  won  the  $500  grand  prize  for  her 
photograph  reflecting  the  theme  of  the 
contest:  “Celebrating  Mission  in  Today’s 
World.” 

UM  minister  who  helped  lead 
1980  Winter  Olympics  dies 

LAKE  PLACID,  N.Y.— The  Rev.  Ber¬ 
nard  Fall,  United  Methodist  minister 
who  helped  attract  the  1980  Winter 
Olympic  Games  to  Lake  Placid  and 
served  as  its  organizing  committee’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  died  recently  at  age  63. 

Before  entering  the  ministry  at  age  42 
he  had  been  on  the  Lake  Placid  police 
department  19  years  and  had  directed 
the  North  Elba  Town  District  sports  pro¬ 
gram  11  years. 


One  unexpected  benefit  from  observ¬ 
ing  the  synod,  Bishop  Cannon  said,  was 
the  opportunity  to  meet  distinguished 
Catholic  observers.  The  most  distin¬ 
guished,  he  said,  was  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
winner  Mother  Teresa,  by  whom  he  sat 
and  with  whom  he  talked  daily. 

Only  two  weeks  before  the  Nov.  28 
two-hour  dinner  with  the  pope,  Bishop 
Cannon  had  co-chaired  the  most  recent 
dialogue  meeting  between  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  its  Catholic  coun¬ 
terparts.  He  returned  from  that  meeting 
in  Venice  to  give  a  report  to  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in 
Wichita,  Kan.,  then  went  to  Rome  for  the 
synod.  He  said  he  will  give  the  UM  bish¬ 
ops’  council  a  complete  report  on  the  Ro- 
man  Catholic  bishops’  synod  at  the 
council’s  spring  meeting. 

Nicaragua 

Nicaraguan  government  leaders  made 
up  that  charge  later  when  news  media 
and  religious  groups  (including  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops)  began 
to  raise  questions  (see  UMR,  Nov.  22),  he 
said. 

The  detailed  instructions  for  opposing 
the  draft  that  the  government  claimed  to 
have  found  on  one  of  the  Protestants  ac¬ 
tually  was  a  training  manual  from  the 
non-denominational  Evangelism  Explo¬ 
sion  program,  he  said. 

“They  told  me  the  Four  Spiritual  Laws 
pamphlets  (Campus  Crusade  material) 
were  counter-revolutionary  literature," 
he  said. 

The  Rev.  Oscar  Bolioli,  head  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  Latin 
American  office,  told  the  Reporter  he  re¬ 
cently  talked  with  Nicaragua’s  Sandinis¬ 
ta  leaders  about  the  Protestants  who  are 
in  trouble  and  that  he  believes  the  gov¬ 
ernment  has  some  legitimate  fears  of 
them. 


Space  runs  short  at  talks 
on  spiritual  formation 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  (UMNS)-Minis- 
ters  from  11  annual  conferences  met  at 
Estes  Park  recently  to  discuss  what  is 
happening  in  their  own  areas  regarding 
spiritual  formation  and  to  experience 
spiritual  growth  in  their  own  lives. 

Space  at  the  event,  sponsored  by  the 
board’s  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
was  quickly  filled,  and  registrations 
from  16  other  annual  conferences  could 
not  be  accepted,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Judith  Smith. 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

WASHINGTON— One  could  measure 
the  year  1985  for  United  Methodists  by 
the  approximately  550  stories  released 
during  the  year  by  the  official  denomina¬ 
tional  news  service. 

They  reflected  major  attention  to  hu¬ 
man  needs  and  aspirations  around  the 
globe.  They  also  reported  an  array  of  oth¬ 
er  activity  in  pew,  pulpit  and  boardroom. 

Included  were  efforts  to  increase 
church  membership;  to  develop  a  new 
hymnal  and  worship  book;  to  combat  the 
"moral  malignancy"  of  pornography  and 
the  violence  it  spawns  and  to  help  the  9.2 
million  church  members  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
through  a  nationwide  media  campaign. 

Bishops  heavily  involved 

Many  of  the  stories  involved  the 
church’s  bishops. 

A  half-dozen  bishops,  some  of  them 
among  the  best  known  episcopal  names, 
were  arrested  for  protesting  injustice. 

Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  San 
Francisco  was  among  six  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  a  group  of  38  arrested  during  a 
Good  Friday  protest  at  a  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  research  laboratory  in  Livermore, 
Calif.  The  group  was  released  five  hours 
later  without  being  charged. 

On  a  raw,  cheerless  January  day  in 
front  of  the  South  African  embassy  in 
Washington,  Bishops  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  of 
Washington  and  James  S.  Thomas  of 
North  Canton,  Ohio,  joined  the  thousands 
of  persons  arrested  during  the  year  in 
continuing  protests  against  apartheid  in 
South  Africa. 

Arrested  in  New  York  City  anti-apart¬ 
heid  protests  were  Bishops  C.  Dale  White 
of  the  New  York  Area  and  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  of  Philadelphia.  A  continent's 
span  away,  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
was  among  those  arrested  in  Seattle. 

All  were  released  without  charges 
having  been  pressed. 

Along  with  the  five  bishops,  hundreds 
of  United  Methodists— executives,  pas¬ 
tors,  district  superintendents,  college 
students  and  rank-and-file  laity— also 
took  their  turns  on  the  picket  lines  and, 
often,  in  precinct  stations. 

Focus  on  South  Africa 

South  Africa,  with  its  apartheid  laws 
and  its  white  minority  government,  was 
one  of  the  major  continuing  stories  for 
United  Methodists  in  1985. 

Much  of  the  debate  was  focused  on  the 
use  of  the  church’s  invested  financial 
power  in  the  fight  against  apartheid.  Is¬ 
sues  of  divestment  and  the  Sullivan  Prin¬ 
ciples  were  aired  repeatedly. 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions,  with 
its  portfolio  of  almost  $2  billion  and  its 
staunch  support  of  the  Sullivan  Princi¬ 
ples  as  the  most  effective  weapon 
against  apartheid,  was  under  almost 
constant  fire  to  divest  stocks  in  compa¬ 
nies  doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

In  August,  a  national  consultation  of 
all  the  church’s  national  and  internation¬ 
al  agencies  condemned  apartheid  and 
said  strategies  both  of  divestment  and 
shareholder  activity  against  companies 
were  appropriate. 

Early  in  December,  an  emergency 
conference  of  church  leaders  on  four 
continents  was  called  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (see  UMR,  Dec.  13). 
Participants  there,  including  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  M.  Ault,  issued 
a  statement  calling  for  resignation  of  the 
present  South  African  white  minority 
government  and  the  application  of  “im¬ 
mediate  and  comprehensive”  economic 
sanctions  against  that  nation  by  the  in¬ 
ternational  community. 

Team  visits  Nicaragua 

In  January  three  bishops  led  a  fact¬ 
finding  visit  to  Nicaragua.  On  their  re¬ 
turn,  they  urged  their  colleagues  to 
“express  a  strong  protest”  against  Rea¬ 
gan  administration  policies. 

In  May,  the  Council  of  Bishops,  with¬ 
out  a  dissenting  vote,  registered  its 
“strong  protest”  against  any  U.S.  sup¬ 
port  of  counterrevolutionary  activity  in 
Nicaragua  and  opposed  an  administra¬ 
tion  trade  embargo  against  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  government. 


At  their  autumn  meeting  the  bishops 
voiced  "deep  concern”  at  reports  indi¬ 
cating  “serious  denials  of  human  rights 
and  freedom”  resulting  from  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  a  state  of  national  emergency 
by  the  ruling  government  of  Nicaragua. 

Bishops  were  again  in  the  news  when  a 
designated  committee  of  episcopal  lead¬ 
ers  held  extensive  open  hearings  in 
Washington  as  a  prelude  to  a  pastoral 
letter  and  background  document  on  the 
threat  to  peace  posed  by  the  nuclear 
arms  race. 

The  first  draft  of  the  pastoral  drew 
sharp  criticism  from  groups  such  as  the 
unofficial  Good  News  caucus  within  the 
denomination  and  the  Institute  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Democracy,  which  counts  sev- 
eral  United  Methodists  among  its 
leaders.  The  final  draft  is  due  in  April. 

In  November,  the  bishops  sent  to  Mr. 
Reagan  and  Soviet  General  Secretary 
Gorbachev  their  “fervent  prayers”  that 
"viable  ways  to  a  genuine  and  just  peace 
may  be  found.”  United  Methodists 
around  the  world  were  asked  to  pray  for 
peace  before  and  during  the  summit 
meetings. 

Bishops  were  among  many  in  the 
church  giving  attention  to  increasing 
economic  and  human  crises  facing  per¬ 
sons  in  rural  America. 

In  two  separate  statements,  the  bish¬ 
ops  called  for  an  aggressive  marshaling 
of  public  and  private  resources.  Church 
members  were  called  on  to  join  local, 
state  and  national  public  interest  groups 
and  governments  to  seek  a  solution.  An¬ 
nual  conferences  in  Iowa,  Nebraska  and 
other  states  have  mounted  a  variety  of 
assistance  programs. 

Membership  strategy  adopted 

Taking  up  internal  matters,  the  bish¬ 
ops  accepted  personal  responsibility  for 
the  denomination’s  membership  losses 
and  adopted  a  strategy  they  hope  will 
turn  around  the  20-year  decline  in  the 
United  States. 

The  1984  General  Conference  called 
for  a  doubling  of  membership  in  the  U.S. 
and  Puerto  Rico  by  1992.  By  the  end  of 
1985,  the  membership  in  the  five  geo¬ 
graphical  jurisdictions  was  about  9.2 
million. 

Denominational  officials  in  Africa, 
Europe  and  the  Philippines  put  member¬ 
ship  there  at  about  one  million. 

During  1985  the  word  "sanctuary,”  usu¬ 
ally  thought  of  as  the  place  where  the 
church’s  members  gather  for  worship,  was 
used  repeatedly  in  another  context— one 
with  a  long  Christian  tradition. 

Newly  at  issue  is  whether  churches 
can  grant  safe  harbor  to  persons  fleeing 
persecution  in  their  homelands.  A  trou¬ 
blesome  related  point  is  whether  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  can  use  paid  informers 
to  spy  on  meetings  held  in  churches. 

At  year’s  end  these  points  were  being 
tested  in  a  long-running  trial  in  a  Tuc¬ 
son,  Ariz.,  federal  court.  There  11  church 
workers,  including  two  United  Method¬ 
ists,  faced  multiple  counts  of  illegally 
aiding  and  harboring  persons  fleeing 
Central  America. 

Both  the  United  Methodist  boards  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  spoke  out  strongly  in  support  of  the 
church  workers. 

A  prominent  social  ethicist,  Professor 
J.  Philip  Wogaman  of  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  said  that  if  government 
informers  become  the  practice,  “a  good 
deal  of  church  activity  must  go  under¬ 
ground. 

Activity  on  hymn,  worship  book 

One  highly  visible  United  Methodist 
activity  in  1985  was  continuing  work  to¬ 
ward  a  new  hymnal  and  worship  book. 
The  results  of  four  years’  work  by  a 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  will  be 
brought  to  the  1988  General  Conference. 

A  churchwide  poll  found  that  “How 
Great  Thou  Art”  is  the  most-sung  num¬ 
ber  in  the  present  Book  of  Hymns. 
“Amazing  Grace”  is  second. 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  was 
the  most  active  of  a  half-dozen  study 
panels,  but  all  began  their  work  in  1985. 

Mr.  Lear  heads  the  Washington  office 
of  United  Methodist  News  Service. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  |1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  825  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  810  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth- 
erwise  approved  in  advance 

YOUTH  WORKER  WANTED  FOR  DOWNTOWN 
church.  Salary  816,000  Pension  plan,  medical  insur¬ 
ance,  other  benefits.  Contact  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
809,  Fort  Myers.  FL  33902  Phone  (813)332-1152. 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  WITH  8600,000 
annual  budget  and  2,400  members  seeks  qualified 
business  administrator  for  immediate  employ¬ 
ment.  Must  have  experience  in  all  aspects  of  fiscal 
planning  and  budgetary  control,  personnel  admin¬ 
istration,  office  management  ana  church  property 
maintenance.  Please  submit  resume  and,  if  possl- 
ble.  black  and  white  photograph  by  Jan.  31  to  Kent 
McVey,  Standard  Register  Co..  Hwy.  71S,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  AR  72701. 

Jan.  1  Design,  write  and  supervise  printing  of  bro¬ 
chures,  letters,  news  releases  and  other  publica¬ 
tions.  Photographic  ability  useful  (equipment 
supplied)  Apply  to  Dr.  Edward  Hansen,  Director 
of  Development,  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
1325  N  College  Ave.,  Claremont,  CA  91711-3199. 
Salary  negotiable.  EOE. 

ONE  GOOD  IDEA  DESERVES  ANOTHER! 
Therefore,  the  Division  of  Family  Life  within  the 
Florida  conference  is  compiling  a  "Recipe  Book” 
of  successful  programming  ideas  We  would  like  to 
include  yours!  Send  us  your  "recipe"  including  all 
the  ingredients  that  went  into  making  it  a  success¬ 
ful  event  (the  who,  what,  when,  where,  why,  how 
and  how  much)  Send  your  idea  along  with  a  self- 
addressed.  stamped  envelope  to  Family  Life,  2817 
Main  St.,  Clearwater,  FL  33519,  and  we'll  return 
the  favor  with  a  new  programming  idea  for  you 
and  your  church!  j 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education  and  part-time  visitation  pastor  for  500- 
member  church  with  strong  emphasis  in  evange¬ 
lism  and  outreach.  Send  resume  and  references  by 
Feb  1,  1986,  to  Fountain  Park  UMC,  828  Erie  Ave., 
Sheboygan. WI 53081 

MOUNTAIN  VIEW  COMMUNITY  CHURCH.  Au¬ 
rora,  CO— An  ecumenical  church  (United  Presby¬ 
terian,  United  Church  of  Christ  and  United 
Methodist)  seeks  a  full-time  minister.  Salary 
825,000-835,000  with  other  benefits.  Apply  through 
Search  Committee,  Mountain  View  Community 
Church,  Aurora,  CO  80014.  (303)  775-3799. 

METHODIST  FRIENDSHIP  TOUR  to  England, 
Mav  8-22.  1986  Unique  personal  contacts  in  homes 
and’  worship  Weekend  in  English  home,  if  desired. 
London.  Oxford.  Cornwall,  Bath,  Wales.  Chester, 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /Pro¬ 
gram  Director— 1. 200-member  church.  Includes 
strong  emphasis  on  children  and  youth  ministries. 
Salary  negotiable  with  experience  Send  resu¬ 
me/inquiries  to  Roland  McGregor,  7000  Edge- 
mere.  El  Paso.  TX  79925  (915)  772-2734. 

Rev.  Robert  Ziegler,  201  Kathmere  Road,  Haver- 
town.  PA  19083  (215)  789-2328. 

MINISTERS  WANTED:  EARN  CEU  and  travel 
free  to  the  lands  of  the  Early  Christian  Church  re¬ 
tracing  the  travels  of  Paul.  Bishop  James  Mat- 
thews  will  lecture  some  tours  Just  5  tour 
members  will  get  you  there  free  Contact  us  today 

1  (800)  223-6393  or  write  to  Compass  Tours  Inc., 
330  Seventh  Ave.,  New  York.  NY  10001  j 

ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for 
EMLC  and  New  Church  Development/Redevelop¬ 
ment,  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  Competency  in 
organization,  administration,  leadership  develop- 
ment  and  fund-raising  needed.  Salary  negotiable. 
Attractive  benefits  Inquiries  to  Margaret  Rush, 
2200  S  University  Blvd  .  Denver,  CO  80210 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST.  Security 
and  independence  in  one  of  the  country's  most  tem¬ 
perate  climates.  Northern  California  Lake  Park  Re- 
tirement  Residence  offers  spacious  apartments, 
comprehensive  health  care,  delicious  meals,  securi¬ 
ty.  companionship  and  much  more.  A  facility  of  Cal- 
ifomia-Nevada  Methodist  Homes.  For  a  brochure, 
call  or  write  Lenette  Speer,  Lake  Park,  1850  Alice 
St..  Dept  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612.  (415)835-5511 

DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS -District  office 
software:  General  ledger,  name  and  address  list 
and  label  system.  Offered  by  the  company  now 
supplying  and  supporting  24  annual  conferences. 
Free  printer  offer  while  supply  lasts.  Call  or  write 
Cannon  Data  Systems,  114  N.  3rd  St.,  Cannon 
Falls.  MN  55009.  Phone  (507)  263-3966.  RPT1 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu- 
lations,  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  7 
Whooping  Crane.  Rockport,  TX  78382 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  for  2.000-member 
church  Send  resume  to  Dr  Hugh  Lake,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  3200  Mana¬ 
tee  Ave.  West.  Bradenton,  FL  33505. 

CHIEF  CUSTODIAN  for  2,000-member  church. 
Send  resume  to  Dr  Hugh  Lake,  senior  pastor, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  3200  Manatee 
Ave.,  West,  Bradenton.  FL  33505 

APPROVED  MUSICAL  EVANGELISTS  available 

for  services  Sally  &  El  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  3031. 
Shtremanstown,  PA  17011  Members  National  As¬ 
sociation  United  Methodist  Evangelists.  For  fur- 
ther  information,  call  or  write.  (717)  761-2378. 

coordinator-youth  director),  Blackwell  United 
Methodist  Church  Send  resume  to  Box  390,  Black- 
well,  OK  74631. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786  (704)627-6067 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First  Unit- 

ed  Methodist,  Odessa,  TX.  Congregation  of  2,000  + 
members  Current  program  strong  and  active. 
Supportive  congregation  Good  physical  facilities. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  and  references  to 
Rev  Charles  Crutchfield.  First  UMC.  415  N.  Lee, 
Odessa.  TX  79761. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  needed  for 
growing  church  in  county-seat  town.  Program  es¬ 
tablished  for  all  age  levels  Excellent  salary  Send 
resume  to  First  UMC,  P.O  Box  374,  McKinney,  TX 
75069.  or  call  (214)  542-0834 

Vacation  Bible  School  1986 
focus:  Ways  Bible  People  Lived 

•  Bible  centered 

•  Exciting  new  products 

•  New  Director’s  Manual 

•  New  Music  and  Activities  Manual 

•  New  Multimedia  Resources 

•  More  activities 

•  More  teacher  helps 

•  A  common  focus  to  reinforce 
learning 

This  year  make  VBS  something  spe¬ 
cial  for  all  ages  when  you  shop  with 
Cokesbury! 


^$j)  Cokesbury 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR 
COKESBURY  STORE 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE: 
1-800-672-1789 

U»e  your  Cokeibury  account,  American  Express,  Visa, 
or  MasterCard,  Call  Monday-Friday,  8-4  Central  or 
Pacific  time 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR 
COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  South 
P.O.  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone:  615-749-6113 

P-328-YOC 


UM  world  leader,  pope 
hold  frank  discussion 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


‘Constant  surveillance’ 


the  church  today 


